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PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


OF 


THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  THIRD  8E88I0N  OF  THE  ELEVENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF 

WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  8,  1810. 


Monday,  December  3, 1810. 

The  third  session  of  the  eleventh  Coogress, 

conformably  to  the  Constitution  of  Gorernment 

of  the  United  States,  commenced  this  day ;  Aod 

the  Senate  assembled  at  the  City  of  Washington. 

PRE8BNT : 

Nicholas  Oilman  and  Charles  Cdtts,  from 
New  Hampshire. 

Chauncbt  Goodrich  and  Samttbl  W.  Dana, 
from  Connecticut. 

Jonathan  Robinson,  from  Vermont. 

Obaoiab  German,  from  New  York. 

MicBABL  Leib,  from  Pennsylvania. 

OoTBRBRiiKiB  HoRSBT,  from  Delaware. 

Samuel  Smith,  from  Maryland. 

William  B.  Gilbs,  from  Virginia. 

John  Oaillard,  from  South  Carolina. 

William  H.  Crawford  and  Charles  Tait, 
from  Georgia. 

John  Pope,  from  Kentucky. 

Alexander  Campbell^  from  Ohio. 

John  Gaillard,  President  pro  tempore^  re- 
sumed the  Chair. 

The  number  of  Senators  present  not  being 
sufficient  to  constitute  a  quorum,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

Tuesday,  December  4. 

John  Lambeat,  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
Elisha  Matbewson,  from  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  Philip  Reed,  from  the  State  of  Ma- 
ryland, severally  attended. 

The  credentials  of  Charles  Cutts,  appointed 
a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  in  place  of  Nahuro  Parker,  Esq.,  re- 
signed ;  also,  or  Samuel  W.  Dana,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, in  place  of  James  Hillhouse,  Esq.,  re- 
signed, were  severally  read ;  and  the  oath  re- 
quired by  law  was,  by  the  President,  adminis- 
tered to  them,  respectively. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  a  quorum  of  the 
Senate  is  assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to 
business. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 


and  GiLMAN,  be  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  together  with  such  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
their  part,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  notify  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two 
Houses  is  assembled  and  ready  to  receive  any 
communications  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make 
to  them. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  is  assembled  and  ready  to 
proceed  to  business.  The  House  of  Representa- 
tives have  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part, 
jointly,  with  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  and  notify  him  that  a 
quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled  and 
ready  to  receive  any  communications  that  he 
may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland. 

Resolved^  That  each  Senator  be  supplieo,  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  with  three  such  newspa- 
pers printed  in  any  of  the  States  as  he  may 
chooee,  provided  that  the  same  be  furnished  at 
the  usual  rate  for  the  annual  charge  of  such  pa- 
pers: and  provided,  also,  that  if  any  Senator 
shall  choose  to  take  any  newspapers  other  than 
daily  papers,  he  shall  be  supplied  with  as  many 
such  papers  as  shall  not  exceed  the  price  of  three 
daily  papers. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 

Re$olvedy  That  James  Mathers,  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  and  Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate,  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  employ  one  assistant  and 
two  horses,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  such 
services  as  are  usually  required  by  the  Door- 
keeper to  the  Senate;  and  that  the  sum  of  twenty- 
eight  dollars  be  allowed  him  weekly  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  commence  with,  and  remain  during  the 
session,  and  for  twenty  days  after. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Resohed,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  differsnt  denomi- 
nations, be  appointed  to  Congress  during  the  present 
■ession,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  interchange 
weekly. 

Mr.  Giles  presented  the  petition  of  Larkin 
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Smith,  Collector  of  the  District  of  Norfolk  and 
•Portsmouth,  in  Virginia,  praying  additional  com- 
pensation, for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  his  pcli- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Giles,  Cbawfgbd,  and  Lbib,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  reported  from  the 
joint  committee  that  they  had  waited  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
President  informed  the  eommittee  that  he  wooid 
make  a  Kjommunicaiion  to  the  two  Houses  to- 
^lnorrow,  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  gave  notice  that,  to- 

-morrow,  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 

suspend  the  second  section  of  the  ••  Act  sttpple- 

mentary  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  regulating 

foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes." 


Wedhbsdat,  Decembers. 

Timothy  Piobbbiwo,  from  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Stbphbh  R.  Bbadlby,  fVom  the 
State  of  Vermont,  severally  attended, 

PRESIDENT'S  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesidbnt  op  the  United  States: 

PtihUhMzitu  €f  the  Senate 

and  Houm  of  RepretmUime  : 
The  emberTMsmenls  which  ha^  prevuled  in  ow 

fiwMgn  relfttlonn,  and  so  much  employed  the  delibm- 
tiotts  of  Congress,  make  it  a  primary  duty  in  meeung 
you  to  communicate  whatever  may  have  eeeuned  » 
UmI  branch  of  our  national  albira. 

The  act  of  the  last  session  of  CoBgress  eonoemug 
the  commercial  interoomie  between  the  Umted  Stales 
•nd  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  depeoden- 
cies,  having  invited,  in  a  new  form,  a  teraunaUon  of 
their  edicu  against  our  neutral  commerce;  copies  of 
the  act  were  immediately  forwarded  to  our  Ministers 

'  at  London  and  Paris,  with  a  view  that  its  object  might 
be  within  the  early  attention  of  the  French  and  Bnt- 
iah  Governments. 

By  the  communication  received  through  our  Minis- 
Ur  ix  Paris,  it  appeared  that  a  knowledge  of  the  act 
by  the  French  Cfovemment  was  followed  by  a  declar- 
auon  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  revoked, 
and  would  cease  to  have  effect  on  the  first  day  of  No- 
vember ensuing.  These  being  the  only  known  edicts 
of  France  within  the  description  of  the  act,  and  the 
revocation  of  them  being  such  that  they  ceased  at  that 
date  to  violate  our  neutral  commerce,  the  fcct,  as  pre- 
scribed by  law,  was  announced  by  a  proclamaUon, 
bearing  date  the  second  day  of  November. 

It  vrould  have  well  accorded  with  the  oonciUatory 
views  indicated  by  this  proceeding  on  tiie  part  of 
Prance,  to  have  extended  them  to  all  the  grounds  of 
jnst  complaint  which  now  remain  unadjuated  with  the 
United  Stoteo.  It  was  particulariy  anticipated  that, 
as  a  further  evidence  of  just  dispositions  towards 
them,  restoration  would  have  been  immediately  made 
of  the  property  of  our.  citizens,  seised  under  a  misap- 
plication of  the  principle  of  reprisals,  combined  with 
a  misconstruction  of  the  law  of  the  United  States. 
This  expectation  has  not  been  fulfilled. 
From  the  British  Government,  no  communication 


on  the  subject  of  the  act  has  been  received.  To  a 
communication,  from  our  Minister  at  London,  oft 
revocation,  by  the  French  Government,  of  its  Beriia 
and  MJka  decrees,  it  was  answered,  that  the  Bcitiik 
■ystem  would  be  relinquid&ed  as  soon  as  the  repeal  d 
the  French  decrees  ahould  have  actually  taken  cAect, 
and  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations  have  been  ze* 
stored  to  the  condition  in  which  it  stood  pcevionaly  to 
the  promulgation  of  those  decrees.  This  pledge,  st> 
though  it  does  not  necessarily  import,  does  not  ex* 
dude,  the  intenCioii  of  relinquishing,  along  with  thi 
Orders  in  Comicil,  die  practice  of  those  novel  bJoek* 
ades,  which  have  a  like  effect  of  interrupting  oar  nco> 
tral  commerce :  and  this  further  justice  to  the  Unicd 
States  m  the  rather  to  be  looked  for,  inaamnch  «e  tk 
blockades  in  question,  being  not  more  contrary  to  tki 
established  law  of  nations  than  inconsistent  with  tin 
mke  of  blockade  fonnally  recognised  by  Great  Britak 
herself  could  have  no  alleged  basis  other  than  tfai 
plea  of  retaliation,  alleged  as  the  basis  of  the  Oiden 
m  GounciL  Under  the  modification  of  the  origina 
orders  of  November,  1607,  into  the  etden  of  ApnL 
1809,  there  is,  indeed,  scarcely  a  nominal  &tinctiot 
between  the  orders  and  the  blockades.  One  of  tbo« 
illegitimate  blockades,  bearing  date  in  May,  1806,  hav- 
ing been  expressly  avowed  to  be  stUl  unresctnded«  an^ 
to  be,  in  ellect,  comprehended  in  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, was  too  distinctly  brought  within  the  oarview  d 
the  ad  of  Congress  not  to  be  comprehended  in  tk 
explanation  of  the  requisites  to  a  oompliaBoe  with  k 
The  British  Government  was  aoooidiiigty  appriaad  bt 
our  Minister  near  it,  that  such  was  the  light  in  whick 
the  subject  was  to  be  regarded* 

On  the  other  important  eoUeete  depending  Wtwea 
the  United  Stotee  and  that  Gevenuneot, 
has  been  asade  from  which  an  earl/ 
result  can  be  relied  on. 


In  this  new  Doatore  ofeor  ralatioos  with 
,  the  eensideration  of  Cengrees  will  bo 


Poe^ 


tamed  to  a  removal  of  deabis  which  ma/  oecar  i»  tk 
exposition,  and  of  difficulties  in  the  sxemiiiaa,  of  thi 
act  above  cited. 

The  commerce  of  the  United  Stoles  with  tka  nec^ 
of  Europe,  heretofore  much  vexed  by  lieentioae  crei* 
sers,  particularly  under  the  Danish  flag*  has  laltsriy 
been  visited  with  fresh  and  extensive  depredatisot. 
The  measures  pursued  in  behalf  of  our  injured  dfr 
sens,  not  having  obtained  justice  for  them,  a  larther 
and  more  formal  interposition  with  the  Banish  Goren- 
ment  is  contemplated.  The  prindplee  which  hsw 
been  maintained  by  that  Government  in  relation  to 
neutral  commerce,  and  the  friendly  pfofessiena  af  Ha 
Danish  Majesty  towards  the  Unitod  Btatee,  aie  valaa> 
ble  pledges  in  fiivor  of  a  sucosssful  issue. 

Among  the  evente  growing  out  of  the  state  of  tht 
Spanish  monarchy,  our  attention  was  imperioiuly  at- 
tracted to  the  change  developing  itself  in  that  portion  of 
West  Florida  which,  though  of  right  appertaiaiog  tD 
the  United  Stetes,  had  remained  in  the  possfiisioa  of 
Spain,  awaiting  the  result  of  negotiations  for  ito  actual 
delivery  to  them.  The  Spaniih  authority  was  sabveited, 
and  a  situation  produced  exposing  the  country  to  ulte- 
rior evente  whia  might  essentially  aflect  the  righto  and 
welfore  of  the  Union.  In  such  a  conjuncture  I  did 
not  delay  the  interposition  required  for  the  occupancy 
of  the  teiritoi/  west  c^the  river  Perdido,  to  which  the 
title  of  the  United  States  extends,  and  to  vriiidi  the 
laws  provided  for  the  Territory  of  Orieens  are  applica- 
ble.   With  this  view,  the  prodamation,  of  which  a 
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oopy  is  laid  htSot^  you,  wu  OQofid«d  to  tha  GoTernor 
•of  thai  Territory,  to  be  carried  into  effect.  The  le- 
S^lity  and  neceMitv  of  the  course  pursued,  assure  me 
of  the  fkTorablo  light  in  which  it  will  present  itself  to 
the  Legislature,  and  of  the  promptitude  with  which 
they  will  supply  whateirw  provisions  may  be  due  to 
the  essential  rights  and  equitable  interests  of  the  peo- 
§>le  thus  brought  into  the  bosom  of  the  American 
fiuDoity. 

Our  ami^  with  the  Powers  of  Barbery,  with  the 
•xeeplion  of  a  rsoenl  oceoirenoe  at  Tunis,  of  which 
an  explanation  is  iust  receiTed,  appears  to  have  been 
uninleinipled,  and  to  have  baeom*  more  finnly  estab- 
l&riied. 

With  the  Indian  tribes,  also,  the  peace  and  fiiend- 
■hip  of  the  United  States  are  found  to  be  so  eligible 
that  the  general  disposition  to  preserve  both  continues 
to  gain  strength* 

I  feel  |»artieiilar  satis&ction  in  remarking  that  an 
interior  view  of  our  country  presents  us  with  grateful 
proofs  of  its  substantial  and  increasing  prosperity.  To 
a  thriving  agriculture,  and  the  improvements  related 
to  it,  is  added  a  highly  interesting  extension  of  useful 
manufactures,  the  combined  product  of  profeesional 
oecupations  and  of  hous^iold  industry.  Such,  indeed, 
is  the  experience  of  economy,  as  well  as  of  policy,  in 
these  substitQtes  for  supplies,  heretofore  obtained  by 
foreign  commerce,  that,  m  a  national  view,  the  change 
is  justly  regarded  ss,  of  itself,  more  than  a  recompense 
for  those  privations  and  lessee,  resulting  from  foreign 
iaj«stice»  which  fumiahed  the  general  impobe  re- 
quired for  its  aeoomplisbment.  How  for  it  may  be  ex* 
pedient  to  guard  the  in&ncy  <^  this  improvement  In 
the  distribution  of  labor  by  rsgulations  of  the  com- 
naercial  tariff^  is  a  subject  which  cannot  foil  to  suggest 
itself  to  your  patriotic  reflections. 

U  will  rest  with  the  oonsidenUion  of  Congress,  also* 
ivhether  a  provident,  ss  well  as  foir  encouragement, 
'would  not  be  given  to  oui  navigation  by  such  regulsr 
ttone  as  would  place  it  on  a  level  of  competition  with 
foreign  vessels,  particularly  in  transporting  the  iapor- 
tioit  and  bulky  productions  of  our  own  soil*  The  foil- 
ure  of  equality  and  reciprocity  in  the  existing  regula- 
tions on  this  subject  operates,  in  our  ports,  as  a  pre- 
mium to  foreign  competitors;  and  the  inconvenience 
must  increase  as  these  may  be  multiplied,  under  more 
favorable  circumstances,  by  the  ttore  than  counter- 
▼Ailtng  encouragements  now  given  them  by  the  laws 
of  their  respective  countries. 

Whilst  it  is  universally  admitted  that  a  well  in- 
sArueled  people  akme  can  be  permanently  a  firee  peo- 
ple, and  while  it  is  evident  that  the  means  of  diAtsing 
and  improving  useftil  knowledge  form  so  small  a  pro- 
portion of  the  expenditures  for  national  purpoees,  I 
cannot  proiume  it  to  be  unseasonable  to  invite  your 
attention  to  the  advaatsges  of  superadding  to  the 
meana  of  education,  provided  by  the  several  Statee,  a 
aeminary  of  learning,  instituted  by  the  National  Legis- 
lature, within  th*  limits  of  their  exclusive  joruidiction, 
the  expoise  of  which  might  be  defrayed  or  reimbursed 
out  of  the  vsoant  grounds  which  have  aceroed  to  the 
nation  vdthin  those  limits. 

Such  an  institution,  though  local  in  its  legal  char- 
acter, would  be  universal  in  its  beneficial  effects.  By 
enlightening  the  opinions,  by  expanding  the  patriot- 
ism, and  by  assimilating  the  principles,  the  senti- 
ments, and  the  manners,  of  those  who  might  resort  to 
this  temple  of  edence,  to  be  redistributed,  in  due  time, 
through  999irj  part  of  the  eofflmufiily,  sovroes  of  jeal- 


ousy and  prejudifie  would  be  diminished,  tha  foatorti 
of  national  character  would  be  multiplied,  and  greater 
extent  given  to  social  harmony*  But,  above  all,  a  well 
constituted  seminary,  in  the  centre  of  the  aation»  is 
recommended  by  the  consideration  that  the  additional 
instruction  emanating  from  it  would  contribute  not 
less  to  strengthen  the  foundations  than  to  adorn  tha 
structure  of  our  free  and  happy  system  of  Government. 
Among  the  commercial  abusee  still  committed  nnder 
the  American  flag,  and  leaving  in  force  my  former  ref- 
erence to  that  subject,  it  appears  that  American  citi- 
aens  are  instrumental  in  carrying  on  a  traffic  in  en- 
slaved Africansi  equally  in  violation  of  the  laws  of 
humanity,  and  in  defiance  of  thoee  of  their  own  coun- 
try. The  same  just  and  benevolent  motivee  which 
produced  the  interdiction  in  force  against  this  criminal 
conduct,  will  doubtless  be  folt  by  Congress  in  devising 
further  means  of  oppressing  the  evil. 

In  the  midst  of  uneertaintiee  neeeasariiy  eonneetod 
with  the  great  interests  of  the  United  Statea,  pnideMa 
requires  a  oootinuaace  of  our  dafonsive  and  preoai^ 
tionaty  amngenaent.  The  Seeretaiy  of  War  an4 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  wUl  suhnnt  the  statemanta  aad 
estimates  which  may  aid  Congreea  in  their  eneviaf 
provisions  for  the  land  and  naval  foreee.  The  stale 
menta  of  the  latter  wifl  include  a  view  of  the  transfers 
of  appropriationB  in  the  naval  expendsbure%  and  te 
grounds  en  which  thmr  were  made. 

The  fofftiABatiens  for  the  defonee  of  our  mnitiaM 
frimtier  have  been  proseBttted  according  to  tha  plea 
laid  down  in  1806.  The  works^  with  soae  exmpteons^ 
are  completed,  and  foraiehed  with  ordnance*  Thoeft 
for  the  security  of  the  city  of  New  York,  though  fox 
advanced  towttds  completion,  will  requira  a  ftrther 
time  and  appropriation.  This  is  the  caee  with  a  fow 
others,  either  not  completed,  or  in  need  ef  aapiiis. 

The  Improvements,  in  qualitj  and  quaati^,  mde 
in  the  mannfoctnre  of  cannon  and  of  small  arms,  both 
at  the  public  armoriee  and  private  frctoriee,  wanant 
additional  confidence  in  the  competency  of  theae  ra- 
sources  for  supplying  the  public  exigencies. 

Theee  preparations  for  arming  the  militia  haviM 
thus  for  provided  for  one  of  the  objects  contemplated 
by  the  power  vested  in  Congress  with  respect  to  that 
great  bulwark  of  the  public  safety,  It  is  ftor  their  eon- 
siderataon  whether  ftirther  provisions  are  not  requisite 
for  the  other  contemplated  objecte  of  organisatfon  and 
discipline.  To  give  to  this  great  mass  of  physical  and 
moral  force  the  efliciency  which  it  merits  and  is  capa^ 
ble  of  receiving,  it  is  indispensable  that  they  should 
be  instructed  and  mactised  in  the  rulee  by  which  they 
ara  to  be  governed.  Towards  an  accomplishment  oif 
this  important  work,  I  recommend  for  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress  the  expediency  of  instituting  a  sys- 
tem which  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  call  into  the  field» 
at  the  public  expense,  and  for  a  given  time,  certain 
portions  of  the  commissioned  and  non-commissioned 
officers.  The  instruction  and  discipline  thus  acquired 
would  gradually  diffuse  through  the  entire  body  of  the 
militia  that  practical  knowledge  and  promptitude  for 
active  service  which  are  the  great  ends  to  be  pursued. 
Experience  has  left  no  doubt,  either  of  the  necessity 
or  of  the  efficacy  of  competent  military  skill  in  thoee 
portions  of  an  army,  in  fitting  it  for  the  final  dutiea 
which  it  may  have  to  perform. 

The  corpe  of  engineers,  witii  the  Militaiy  Aetdemyy 
I  are  entitled  to  the  eariy  attention  of  Congrees.  The 
I  buildings  at  the  seat  fixed  by  law  ^^^^L?**"*** 
1  academy  are  so  for  in  decay  as  not  to  affoid  th«  r 
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miy  mcoommodatian.  Bat  a  reriuoii  of  the  law  is  re- 
oomxnended  principally  with  a  view  to  a  mon  enlarged 
coltiTation  and  diffiiaion  of  the  advantagea  of  anch 
institationa,  by  providing  profeiionhipa  for  aU  the 
neccMaiy  branches  of  military  inatmction*  and  by  the 
cstabliafaixnent  of  an  additional  academy  at  the  Seat  of 
Government  or  elsewhere.  The  means  by  whidi  war, 
as  well  for  defence  as  for  oflfence,  are  now  carried  on, 
fender  these  schools  of  the  more  scientific  operations 
an  indispensable  part  of  every  adequate  system.  Even 
among  nations  whose  large  standing  armies  and  fi«- 
qnent  wars  afibrd  every  other  opportunity  of  instruc- 
tion, these  establishments  are  found  to  be  indispens- 
able for  the  due  attainment  of  the  branches  of  military 
adence  wldch  require  a  regular  course  of  study  and 
experiment.  In  a  Government  happily  without  the 
other  oppoitnnitiea,  aenrfnaries,  where  ue  elementaiy 
principiea  of  the  art  of  war  can  be  taught  vridiout  ac- 
tual war,  and  without  the  expense  of  extenslTe  and 
atanding  armiea,  have  the  precious  advantage  of  nni- 
tfaig  an  essential  preparation  agatnat  eotternal  danger, 
wiUi  a  acrupulous  regard  to  internal  aafety.  In  no 
other  way,  probably,  can  a  provision  of  equal  efficacy 
lor  the  public  defence  be  made  at  ao  little  ezpenae,  or 
more  consistently  vrith  the  public  liberty. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  80th  of  September  laat,  (and  amounting  to 
more  than  eight  milhona  and  a  half  of  doUara)  haTo 
exceeded  the  current  ezpenaas  of  Government,  indud- 
iag  the  interest  on  the  pnblie  debt.  For  the  puipoae 
of  reimbuxsing,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  three  millions 
■even  hundred  and  flf^  thousand  dollars  of  the  prin- 
cipal, a  loan,  as  authorized  b^  law,  had  been  negotiated 
to  that  amount ;  but  has  smce  been  reduced  to  two 
millions  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollara; 
the  rediMDtion  being  permitted  by  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  in  which  there  will  be  a  balance  remaining 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  estimated  at  two  milliona  of 
dollaia.  For  the  probable  receipts  of  the  next  year, 
and  other  details,  I  refer  to  statements  which  will  be 
tranamitted  from  the  Treasury,  and  which  will  enable 
yon  to  judge  what  further  provisions  may  be  necessary 
$n  the  ensuing  years. 

Reserving  for  future  occaaions,  in  the  coutm  of  the 
•OMion,  whatever  other  communicationa  may  dabn 
your  attention,  I  dose  the  present,  by  expressing  my 
reliance,  under  the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  on 
the  judgment  and  patriotism  which  will  guide  your 
measures,  at  a  period  particularly  calling  for  united 
councUs,  and  inflexible  exertions,  for  the  welfaie  of 
our  country,  and  by  aasuring  you  of  the  fidelity  and 
•lacrity  with  which  my  co-operation  will  be  afibrded. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Washihotojt,  Duembo'  5, 1810. 

The  Message  and  docoments  therein  referred 
to  were  read,  and  five  hundred  copies  thereof  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  asked  and  obtained 
leare  to  bring  in  a  oill  to  suspend  the  second 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  regulating 
foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the 
hill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Giles  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent, Directors,  and  Company,  of  the  Farmers' 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  praying  a  charter  of  incor- 
poration, for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  con- 
sideration. I 


Tbursdat,  December  5. 

The  number  of  Senators  present  not  beiaf 
snfllcient  to  conatitnte  a  quorum,  the  Senate  a«^ 
joorned. 


FninAT.  December  7. 

JosBPB  Anubbson,  from  the  State  of  Tenaes- 
see,  attended. 

The  bill  to  suspend  the  aeeond  section  of  the 
act  entitled  ''An  act  rc|rolating  forei^  coias. 
ana  for  other  purposes;^  waa  read  the  aeeond 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  co^ 
sider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  Cra  wpoan,  and  Dana,  were  appoistetf 
the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  on  the 
4th  instant,  for  the  appointment  of  Chaplains; 
and  the  farther  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles, 

Bmthedt  Thatsomuchof  the  Meange  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  as  oonoens  tike  reUtioiM 
between  the  United  States  and  France  and  Great 
Britain,  with  the  accompanying  docuneats,  be  leferre^ 
to  a  select  committee  to  examine  and  report  theraoe 
to  the  Senate,  and  that  the  rommittee  havo  leave  to 
report  by  ball,  bills,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  GhLBs,  Cbawpord,  Ah- 
DBBSOM,  GoonBtcB,  and  Popb,  he  the  committee. 

The  following  motion  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Giles : 

Ruohedy  That  fo  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  ss  relates  to  the  occap«tioa 
of  that  part  of  West  Florida  which  is  included  widkis 
the  boundaries  described  by  the  treaty  for  the  aequis- 
tion  of  Louisiana,  with  the  accompanying  documenti, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  instractioiis  to 
examine  the  same,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate ; 
and  that  the  committee  hsTe  leaTo  to  report  by  biD, 
bifls,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered^  That  it  lie  until  Monday  next. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 

Ruohedy  Thatsomnchof  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Sutes,  as  relates  to  the  corps  of 
engineers  and  Military  Academy,  be  referred  to  a  se- 
lect oonunitlee,  to  report  by  bill,  bills,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Smitb  of  Maryland 
GiLMAN,  BaADLBT,  PioKBBiNa,  and  Rbsd,  be  the 
committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Qilbb, 

Ruohtd^  That  the  petition  of  the  Presideikt,  Direc- 
tors, and  Company  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria, praying  a  charter  of  incorporation,  presented  oa 
the  6th  instsnt,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consiit  of  Ato  members,  to  consider  and  report  tiienon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Giles,  Leib,  Goon- 
BicB,  Cbawfobd,  and  Ccrrrs,  be  the  committee. 


Monday,  December  10. 

Mr.LsiB  presented  the  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Sute  of  Pennsylrania,  passed  18th 
March  last,  approving  the  measorea  pursaed  by 
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the  Administratioii  of  the  United  States,  on  oor 
ToreigQ  relations;  and  the  resokitions  w«re  read. 
The  Senate  resamed  the  motion  made  the  4lh 
instant,  for  the  appointment  of  Chaplains;  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  CaAWFoao,  to  amend  the  mo- 
tion a5«  follows: 

**  That  a  Chaplain  shall  be  appointed  to  Congrem 
during  tbe  pnsent  session,  who  shall  perform  divine 
service  on  the  Sabbath  day  in  the  R^resentatives' 
Sail,  and  shall  interchange  weekly  >*' 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
So  it  was  Besolvfif  That  two  Chaplains,  of 
different  denominations,  be  appointed  to  Con- 

fress  during  the  present  session,  one  by  each 
[ouse,  who  shall  interchange  weekly. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  the  7th  instant ;  and, 

JUaohedj  That  so  mnch  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi* 
dent  of  the  United  States,  aa  relates  to  the  oecnpation 
of  that  part  of  West  Florida,  which  is  included  within 
the  boundaries  described  by  tbe  treaty  for  the  acquisi- 
tion of  Louisiana,  with  the  accompanying  documents, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to 
examine  the  same  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate ; 
and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill, 
bills,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Giles,  Pope.  Craw- 
ford, Anderson,  an^  Bradley,  be  the  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Camprell, 

JResohed,  That  eo  mneh  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  eommereial 
abuses  committed  under  the  American  flag,  in  carry- 
ing on  an  illegal  traffic  in  enslaved  Aflioans,  be  refers 
red  to  a  committee,  to  examine  and  report  thereon  to 
the  Senate ;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwin. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Campbell,  Dana,  Brad- 
ley, CuTTS.  and  Gilman,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  Anobrson  presented  the  petition  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Poto- 
mac, praying  a  charter  of  incorporation,  for  rea- 
sons stated  at  large  in  the  petition ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
aist  of  five  members,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  An- 
derson, Oilman,  Tait,  Goodrich,  and  Leir, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Oilman, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  agreeably 
to  the  22d  rule  for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Cutts,  Hor8£Y,  and 
Oilman,  be  the  committee. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leir, 

Ruohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  agreeably 
to  the  42d  mle  for  conducting  bustnesa  in  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Leib,  Campbell,  and 
Dana,  be  the  committee. 


•  Tdbsday,  December  11. 

Richard  Brent,  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
attended. 
A  message  from  tbe  Hoase  of  Representatives 


informed  tbe  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  10th  instant, 
for  the  appointment  of  Chaplains,  and  have  ap- 
pointed tne  Reverend  Jessb  Lee  Chaplain  oa 
their  part. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib, 

Resoiffed,  That  so  mnch  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi* 
dent  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  organisa^ 
tion  and  dlsopline  of  the  mtUtia,  be  refoired  to  a  com- 
mittee, with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Leib,  Rbed,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Anderson,  and  Oilman,  be  the  com« 
mittee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  suspend  the 
second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  aet  rega- 
laring  foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,"  re* 
ported  it  without  amendment. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 


Wednesday,  December  12. 

The  Vice  President  of  tbe  United  States  re- 
sumed the  Chair. 

Jesse  Franklin,  from  the  State  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, also  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

JRepreientaHves  of  the  Vhiied  jSSta^es.* 

I  lay  before  Congress,  and  recommend  to  their  early 
attention,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  from 
whidi  it  will  be  seen  that  a  very  considerable  demand* 
beyond  the  legal  appropriations,  has  been  incurred  for 
the  support  of  seamen  distressed  by  seizures,  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  Europe,  of  the  vessels  to  which  they  be- 
longed. JAMES  MADISON. 

Dscixbsr  12, 1810. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read,  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs. Franklin,  Crawford,  and 
Goodrich,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  prepared 
in  obedience  to  the  act,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  es- 
tablish the  Treasury  Department,"  which,  to- 
gether with  the  accompanying  documents,  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  CcTTS,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  the  bill  to  suspend  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  foreign 
coins,and  for  other  purposes," correctly  engrossed; 
and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  on  mo* 
tion,  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  it  was  agreed, 
by  unanimous  consent,  to  strike  out  tbe  wora 
^*  for,"  incorrectly  quoted  from  the  orizinal  bill. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  "  An  act  to  suspend  the 
second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regu- 
lating foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Brent  presented  the  petition  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Bank  of  Washington,  praying  a 
charter  of  incorporation,  for  reasons  stated  at 
large  in  the  petition.    He  also  presented  the  me- 
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niomU  of  saadry  eitiztos  of  Wathiagton  eottotjr 
OD  the  same  subject;  which  were  read,  and  re> 
ferred  to  Messrs.  ANDEaaoN,  Gilman,  Tait, 
Gooi>ai<3H,  and  Leie,  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  11th  instant,  a  petition  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Potomac, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  bf  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  BftAOLET,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  Chaplain  on  their 
Sirt,  in  pttfbaance  of  the  resolatioo  of  the  two 
ouses ;  and,  on  coontinff  of  the  ballots,  it  ap- 
E eared  that  the  Reyerend  Walter  D.  Addisom 
ad  a  majority,  and  was  accordingly  elected. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  th«  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  trans- 
portation of  certain  documents  free  of  postage;" 
in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
Co  the  second  reading. 


Tbursdat,  December  13. 

Henry  Clay,  from  the  State  of  Kentueky,  took 
bis  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  authorize  the  trans- 
portation of  certain  documents  free  of  postage," 
was  read  the  second  and  third  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Leib  submitted  the  following  motion: 

Retohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tresflury  to  deposite,  for  collection,  in  other  bsnks  than 
thai  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches,  the  bonds 
given  to  the  Government  for  duties ;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury, 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  25th  of  April,  1810 ;  and  also  a  report 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate, of  the  1st  of  May,  1810.  on  the  subject  of 
claims  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations;  to- 
gether with  an  explanatory  letter  from  the  Re- 
gister of  the  Treasury  on  the  same  subject; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consid- 
eration* 


Friday,  December  14. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  on  the  subject;  and 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  directing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  deposite  for  collection 
in  other  banks  than  that  of  the  United  States  and 
its  branches,  the  bonds  given  to  the  Government 
for  duties;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Leib,  Crawford,  and 
Goodrich,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  Giles  presented  the  memorial  of  the  City 
Council  of  Washington,  praying  sundry  amend- 
ments to  their  charter  or  incorporation;  which 


was  read,  and  laferrad  to  a  select  coiiimlciee,  ts 
conaiat  of  five  membeia,  to  conatder  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Meaan.  Dana. 
Tait,  Gaillard,  Horsbt,  and  GiLsa,  veae  ap- 
pointed the  eoHimittee. 

THE  MILITU. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made  to 
obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  April 
7, 1810,  directing  him  to  prepare  a  system  of  regu- 
lations for  improving  thedisciplineof  the  oailitu 
of  the  United  States;  which  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  Messrs.  Lbib,  Rebd,  Smitb  of  Maiylmad 
Anderson,  and  Gilman,  the  committee  to  whoai 
was  referred,  on  the  11th  instant,  so  mack  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as 
relates  to  the  organization  and  discipltoe  of  the 
militia,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

Was  DarABTiiBirr,  HeeemAer  IS,  ISIB. 

8iB :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  henormbh 
the  Senate,  psssed  April  7,  IS  10,  "  directing  the  8ecx«- 
tai^  of  War  to  prepare  a  system  of  regulatiens  for  im- 
proving  the  discipline  of  the  militia  of  the  United  Statet, 
comprehending  the  in&ntry,  cavafay*  and  artillery »  aa^ 
to  roport  the  same  to  the  Senate  at  the  next  aoaaion  ti 
Congress,"  the  followitta  regulatioBS  for  the  infontry. 
cavalry,  and  artillery,  are  herewith  leepeeCfiillj  pie> 
sen  ted. 

In  determining  on  the  regnlations  which  itteaj  b« 
most  eligibke  to  estaMkh  for  the  goveraaMnt  of  the  ia- 
foatry*  eeveral  coasideratioas  prasent  theaieelvee :  fini, 
the  etganisation  of  eompaaiee,  bettsKnee,  aad  regi- 
meoti,  ae  erdaiiied  by  existiBg  laws;  seooftdlj*  thf 
profteisncy  already  made*  with  the  wpeiiwee  aaquirsd 
uader  the  present  system.  Were  the  aUtttia  to  he  e^ 
ganised  at  this  time  from  the  pepalalsoa  of  the  United 
Statse,  and  regulations  to  be  adopted  for  their  govern- 
ment  and  discipline,  without  repurd  to  their  present 
organization  and  discipline,  the  system  of  organizatioa 
and  tactics  of  the  French  armies  would  claim  a  prefer^ 
ence.  But  the  adoption  of  thii  system  would  reqnix* 
an  entire  new  organization  of  companiei^  liattalioiM, 
and  regiments ;  and  it  is  at  least  doubtfol  whether  ths 
officers  of  the  militia  would  bestow,  gratoiCousIy,  the 
time  and  attention  necessary  for  their  own,  and  the  in- 
struction  of  the  men  under  their  oeaunand,  in  the  new 
and  additional  duties  thus  devolving  on  them. 

The  regulations  prepared  by  the  late  Baxon  de  Stea- 
ben,  and  ordered  for  the  government  of  the  tneps  of 
the  United  States  by  the  Continental  Congress^  March 
39, 1779,  aro  acknowledged  to  contain  the  necessaiy 
instructions  and  diroctions  for  the  discipline  and  gov- 
ernment of  an  army,  and  have  been  the  general  rule 
of  practice  observed  by  the  militia  as  well  as  the  Army 
of  the  United  States.  It  hss  therefon  been  jedged 
expedient  to  continue  these  regnlations  as  a  basis,  and 
to  add  to  them  such  amendssents  and  alteratioae  ss 
have  been  suggested  by  experience,  with  some  msn«o> 
vres  which  mske  a  part  of  mora  modern  tactics.  Should 
this  proposal  be  adopted,  the  ordinance  of  March,  1779, 
as  altered  and  amended,  will  requiro  to  be  nprinted. 

For  ike  gtwemmentojftke  Coeo^d—Tfes  ordinance 
for  the  exercise  and  manceuvres  of  the  light  cavsJiy  of 
the  French  armies  having  all  the  advantages  and  im- 
provements derived  from  long  experience  and  actusl 
I  service,  appean  to  be  well  calculated.    In  order  that  a 
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yndgment  may  be  Ibnaed  ef  ite  meriti,  a  tmuUtion  of 
the  whole  of  thet  ordinanee,  lofether  wHh  a  Tolume  of 
platei,  exolMiatory  of  the  direcliODSy  ie  herewith  traii»* 
mitted.  In  case  it  ihaU  be  approved,  a  reidnen  of  the 
work,  by  a  person  oonvenant  with  militaiy  eeience, 
will  be  neoesMijt  in  which  the  tennc  will  be  lendeved 
analogoue  to  our  lasguaffe ;  the  whole  may  be  abhie- 
Tiated,  and  each  parte  as  are  not  applicable  to  light 
caTalrj  may  be  entirely  oaitled. 

Far  the  ArHUery, — ^*'A  cempendione  exeroiee  lor 
garrison  and  field  ordnance^'*  aelecled  from  the  moot 
approved  aathoritiee,  by  officers  of  experience,  ie  pto* 
poeed,  end  herewith  reported  lor  coneideration. 

All  which  ia  leapeetfnliy  submitted 

WILLIAM  EU8TIS. 

Seartiary  of  Worr 

PaxeiDSKT  of  the  StnaU,  4^ 


MoiiDAT,  December  17. 

Jambs  Llotd,  from  the  State  of  Massacha- 
setts,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  PsEBiDEifT  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  on  moneys  transferred, 
during  the  last  reoess  of  Congress,  from  <yertain 
appropriations  for  particular  branches  of  exf^di- 
ture  in  that  department,  and  of  the  application  of 
auch  moneys ;  alao,  his  report  showiRff  the  state 
and  diapositioa,  at  this  time,  of  the  pnblie  ressels 
of  war  and  ganboata;  which  were  read^for  con- 
sideration. 


TtneaoAT,  December  18. 

John  Comdit,  from  the  State  of  New  Jersev, 
and  JoBN  Smith,  from  the  State  of  New  York, 
severally  took  their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Lbib  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Dary  and  Son,  and  others,  merchants  and  traders 
of  Philadelphia,  sCatiag  that  they  are  owners  of  a 
larse  property  beyond  the  Cape  of  Oood  Hope, 
aiM  praying  exemption  from  the  provisions  of  the 
act.  entitled  ''An  act  coocerain^  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  Fmnce,aod  their  dependencies, 
and  for  other  purposes  '^  uoder  which  they  are 
apprehensive  the  said  property  may  be  implicated; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs, 
QiLEs,  Crawfobd,  Anderson,  Qoonaioa,  and 
Pope,  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on 
the  7ih  instant,  so  much  of  the  Message  of  ths 
President  of  the  United  States  as  aoflscerns  the 
relations  between  the  United  States  and  Fra^pe 
and  Great  Britain,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Leib  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  prating  a  renewal  of  their  charter,  for  rea- 
sons therein  stated;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  $  and 
that  the  petition  be  printed  for  the  ase  of  the 
Senate. 

Messrs.  CaawFoaD,  Lbib,  Llotd,  Popb.  and 
Anobrsoh,  were  appointed  the  committee.' 

The  memorial  is  as  foUows: 


To  ike  Senate  and  Beuee  ef  R^preneniaihee  of  the 
Vnked  Staiee  of  Amenta^  in  Congreee  aeeembkdf 
the  memenmi  of  the  Shdkhoidere  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Staie»t  reepeetfittfy  ehowetk  .• 

That,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  pssed  on  the  S6th  of 
Febmary,  1791,  the  subscribers  to  the  cspital  stock  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  their  successors  and 
assigns,  were  incorporated  for  a  term  of  years,  which 
will  expire  on  the  4th  day  of  March  next. 

Aware  of  the  eTila  which  must  result  from  the  sad- 
den termination  of  the  operations  of  an  institution,  inti- 
mately and  extensively  connected  with  the  eoaunerdal 
interests  of  the  nstion,  with  the  public  credit,  and  ths 
fiscal  concerns  of  the  GoTernment»  your  memorialists 
submitted  to  the  tenth  Congress,  an  application  for  the 
extension  of  their  charter.  The  wisdom  of  Congress 
hsTlng,  hitherto,  declined  a  decision  upon  the  subject, 
it  becomes  the  duty  of  your  memorialists  again  to  sub- 
mit to  the  legisIatiTe  consideration,  and  to  repeat  their 
prayer,  that  the  charter  of  incorporation  under  which 
they  haTS  hitherto  existed,  may  be  renewed. 

Had  your  memorialists  consulted  merely  their  own 
eonrenience  and  security,  under  the  udcertainty  ia 
which  the  success  of  their  applieation  has  since  that 
time  remained,  prudence  would  havs  required  them 
gradually  to  call  in  their  funds,  as  a  measure  of  pre- 
caution, in  case  of  a  dissolution.  But,  considerations 
of  public  uiility,  which  have  always  iniloenced  the 
conduct  of  this  institution,  and  a  belief  that  the  gen- 
eral interest  required,  and  would,  therefore,  obtain  a 
continuance  of  its  incorporation,  have  postponed  the 
adoption  of  a  measure,  in  whatever  manner  effected, 
productive,  as  they  apprehend,  of  great  public  as  well 
as  private  distress. 

The  superior  information  of  the  Lepslatnre  rsndsis 
H  unnecessary  for  your  memorialists  to  detail  the  gen- 
eral benefits  of  banking  institutions.  The  experience 
and  the  practice  of  all  nations,  in  modem  times,  snfll- 
dently  prove  their  utility  to  trade,  their  aid  in  the 
management  of  the  national  revenues,  and  their  ne- 
cessity in  thnes  of  public  emergency  and  general 
calamity.  In  no  country  have  these  benefits  been  more 
forcibly  exemplified,  or  more  fully  experienced,  than 
in  the  United  8utes.  The  truth  of  this  remark,  is 
obvious  in  the  amount  of  the  productive  capital  of  the 
country,  above  the  quantity  of  the  precious  metals,  in 
the  rapid  advancement  of  agriculture,  manufactures, 
and  commerce,  tiie  solidity  of  private  as  well  as  public 
credit,  the  ease  with  whicn  the  moneyed  operations  of 
the  Government,  of  societies,  and  of  individuals,  to  an 
immense  amount  are  carried  on ;  the  kccumulation  of 
wealth,  and  the  general  prosperity  of  the  nation.  It  is 
not  intended  to  suggest,  that  the  creation  of  banks  has, 
of  itself^  produced  these  effects ;  the  activity,  the  energy, 
and  enterprise  of  the  people,  under  the  protection  of  a 
wise  and  able  Government,  have  co-operated  in  their 
production;  but,  without  the  augmentation  of  the 
active  capital  of  the  country,  and  the  other  facilities  to 
business  produced  bv  banking  institutions,  that  activity, 
energy,  and  enterprise,  would  have  but  feebly  operated. 
That  the  public  opinion,  the  correct  arbiter  of  the  i>ub- 
lie  interest,  coincides  vrith  that  of  your  memorialists, 
is  evidenced  by  the  institution  and  increase  of  banks 
in  every  State  of  the  Union. 

In  producing  these  beneficial  effects,  your  memori- 
alists reflect  with  pleasure,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  has  contributed  in  an  emineot  degree.  Its 
early  institution,  its  extensive  and  combined  operattonst 
and  the  weight  of  its  capital,  at  the  same  time  that 
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they  a£Ebnled  it  the  opportunity  of  being  oeqattnted 
with  the  trading  interests  of  the  Union,  gere  it,  slso, 
the  means  of  essentially  adTanciog  them,  while  its  dis- 
nosition  to  do  so  has  always  kept  pace  with  ita  ability. 
iioi  restricted  to  any  particular  district,  it  has  acted  as 
the  general  guardian  of  commercial  credit,  and  by 
prerenting  the  balance  of  trade  in  tbe  different  States 
from  producing  a  deficiency  of  money  in  any,  has  ob- 
▼iatea  the  mischiefs  which  would  have  been  thereby 
produced.  It  has  fostered  and  protected  the  banking 
institutions  of  the  States,  and  has  aided  them,  when 
unexpectedly  pressed ;  its  disposition  towards  them  is 
manifested  in  the  quantum  of  its  capital,  of  which  they 
have  generally  had  the  use,  not  much  less  in  amount 
than  one  tenth  of  the  whole. 

In  its  accommodations  to  individuals  it  baa  been  lib- 
eral, but,  at  the  same  time,  discreet,  with  a  Yiew  as 
well  to  their  safety  as  its  own.  By  means  of  it,  the 
merchant  and  the  manufacturer  have  been  enabled  to 
push  their  operations  to  an  extent  far  exceeding  what 
would  have  been  practicable  without  it ;  judicious  and 
prudent  enterprise  has  been  encouraged,  raah  and  pro- 
digal adventure  has  been  discountenanced,  and  a  suf- 
ficient fund  being  provided,  from  which  reasonable 
loans  could  be  obtained,  usury  has  been  prevented,  and 
usurious  lenders  repressed. 

Its  importance  in  the  administration  of  the  finances, 
and  its  utility  in  the  operations  connected  with  the 
public  credit  have  been  fully  established. 

It  has  afforded  a  place  of  deposite  for  the  public 
moneys,  without  expense,  and  without  haxud  to  the 
Government. 

It  has  aided  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  by  in- 
troducing a  punctuality  in  the  payment  of  dutiea, 
otherwise  unattainable,  and  by  accommodating  with 
loans  those  who  had  such  payments  to  make ;  thereby 
assuming  upon  itself  the  nsk,  which  otherwise  had 
been  borne  by  the  Government. 

It  has,  at  all  times,  upon  its  own  responsibility,  and 
at  its  own  expense,  transmitted  the  public  moneys 
from  one  part  of  the  Union  to  another,  so  as  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  Government,  and,  from  the  sur- 
plus revenue  of  one  place,  to  supply  the  deficiency  of 
another.  By  this  means  the  Government  has  always 
been  enabled,  with  convenience,  to  pay  the  interest  on 
the  public  debt,  and  to  meet  its  other  demands,  at 
such  places  as  its  engagements  required ;  an  operation 
which,  without  such  an  aid,  would  have  been  produc- 
tive of  trouble,  hazard,  and  expense  to  the  Government, 
and  would  still  have  been  liable  to  disappointment.  - 

It  has,  by  its  Joans,  enabled  the  Government  to  com- 
ply punctually  with  its  engagements,  when  deficien- 
cies or  delays  have  occurred  in  the  revenue,  and  has 
thus  enabled  it  to  maintain  inviolate  the  public  faith 
and  credit,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  There  have 
been  periods  when  the  nation  found  it  necessary  to 
borrow  largely  from  this  institution,  and,  at  one  time, 
had  upon  loan  considerably  more  than  three-fourth 
parts  of  its  active  capital. 

It  has,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Government, 
established  branches  at  places  disadvantageous  to  its 
business,  and  from  which  no  profit  was  expected  to  be 
derived. 

Most  of  these  operations  have  been  attended  with 
inconvenience,  and  with  expense  to  the  bank,  but  they 
have  always  been  performed  with  alacrity  and  cheer- 
fulness. 

While  your  memorialists  thus  recount  the  aids  they 
have  afibrded,  they  feel  no  disposition  to  forget  the  ad- 


vantages  they  haire  received  from  the  Government  ia 
retnrn.  The  support  which  it  has  given  to  the  bank, 
and  the  confidence  which  it  has  reposed  in  it,  fbondc^ 
upon  a  knowledge  of  its  management  and  eonditiaB. 
have  conferred  upon  it  a  stability,  a  digaitj,  and  t 
aplendor,  which  have  preserved  its  credit  from  ansp* 
eton,  and  have  oecared  to  it  the  confidence  of  Eoiopa 
as  well  as  America* 

Thua,  mutually  aiding  and  aided  by  the  Govcra- 
Dent,  has  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  Ibr  twenrr 
vears,  continned  its  operations,  and  during  thnt  tisse, 
has  obtained  the  genml  acknowledgment  that  Ha  tf- 
frirs  have  been  eonductcd  with  honor  and  dignitv, 
with  impartiality  and  candor,  with  libenlitj  and  pra- 
dence. 

To  the  original  motives  for  the  institution  of  the 
bank,  the  success  of  experiment  as  now  added*  aa^ 
with  the  existing  proofs  of  its  uses  and  its  services^ 
every  consideration  d  policy  and  of  Jnstioo,  xa^e  iti 
continuance.  Independent  of  the  positive  evils  its  du- 
solution  would  produce  to  the  community,  the  Gov- 
ernment would  at  least  be  deprived  of  those  advents 
gee  it  has  hitherto  derived  from  its  existence,  anlee 
they  could  be  supplied  from  eome  other  quarter,  either 
by  the  banks  establiahed  by  the  several  States,  or  by  t 
banl^pon  a  foundation  altogether  new.  As  to  thr 
State  banks,  your  memorialists  are  fully  aenaible  «f 
the  benefits  zesnlting  from  their  establiahment,  and  of 
their  sufiiciency  for  the  poipoeea  of  their  inatitntioa, 
the  local  accommodation  of  the  plaeea  in  which  thcf 
exist.  But  their  capitals  are  by  no  means  adequate  to 
the  demands  of  the  General  Qovemment,  in  a  time  of 
emergency ;  a  time  when  the  ordinary  daims  of  their 
own  State  Governments,  and  of  their  own  particular 
custonlers,  would  be  iacrsased  and  entitled  to  prefor> 
ence.  Neither  could  the  transmiaston  of  the  pohttc 
moneya,  from  one  quarter  of  the  Union  to  another,  be 
efiected  with  aufficient  ease  and  dispatch,  or  to  the  ra- 
quisite  extent,  by  banks  of  limited  capital,  having  no 
connexion  with,  nor  direction  over,  each  other* 

Nor  would  it  be  prudent  in  the  Government,  to 
trust  the  deposite  of  its  funds,  to  the  extent  to  whick 
they  sometimes  exist  in  a  variety  of  institutioas,  united 
by  no  common  bond,  and  in  no  degree  reaponaible  for 
each  other ;  over  whose  conduct  the  General  Govern* 
ment  could  have  no  control,  into  whose  management 
and  condition  it  could  not  legally  inquire,  and  which 
those  institutions,  even  if  disposed,  could  not  legally 
communicate.  Independent  of  the  hazard  to  which 
the  public  moneys  might  be  subjected  by  mismanage- 
ment, a  power  would  be  placed  in  hands,  which,  frooi 
want  of  responsibility,  and  want  of  control,  might  be 
used  to  injurious  purposes. 

In  addition,  the  dignity  of  the  Government  seems  to 
require  itt  fiscal  operations  to  be  conducted  through 
the  medium  of  an  institution  organized  by  itaelf,  of 
whose  ability  to  answer  all  the  purposea  of  ravenue  and 
public  credit,  no  doubt  can  exist;  of  whose  situation 
and  proceedingo  a  competent  knowledge  can  be  had ; 
over  whose  conduct  a  sufficient  degree  of  control  to 
prevent  wilful  misconduct  should  exist,  and  upon 
whose  disposition  to  assist  the  Government  in  times 
of  exigency,  reliance  may  be  confidently  placed.  Such 
an  institution  is  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
such  it  will  remain,  if  continued  in  its  preaent  form. 
The  amount  of  its  capital  gives  it  sufficient  power; 
its  situation  is  periodi^ly  communicated  to  the  Trea- 
sury Department:  over  iu  prooeedinga  the  Govern- 
ment posseases  a  poweriui  control,  by  Uw  extent  of  its 
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depoflitei :  of  ita  dnpoaition  to  yield  eTaiy  legitimate 
assistance  to  the  GoTernment,  it  has  given  the  strong- 
est evidences,  and  to  insure  the  continuance  of  this 
disposition,  its  interest  and  its  duty  combine. 

If  a  National  Bank  be  thus  conducive  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  oemmunity,  and  of  importance  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, no  obvious  motive  suggests  itself  to  your  me- 
morialists against  the  continuance  of  the  present  bank. 
At  any  time,  and  especially  at  the  present,  when  so 
large  a  portion  of  American  property  remains  unpro- 
ductive in  faiope,  so  great  a  reduction  in  the  amount 
of  th0  active  capital  of  the  country  as  the  dissolution  of 
the  bank  would  occasion,  must  be  attended  with  great 
mnd  general  iiynry,  from  the  depreciation  in  value  of 
property,  the  stagnation  of  business,  and  the  check  to 
commercial  entorprise,  which  would  result  from  it. 
And  in  stopping  the  operations  of  such  an  engine,  one 
of  two  consequences  must  be  produced,  either  that  in 
discharging  the  debts  due  to  tne  bank,  great  sacrifices 
must  be  made,  and  every  resource  of  the  merchant 
drained,  or,  in  the  failure  to  pay  them,  an  irreparable 
blow  must  be  given  to  commercial  credit  and  punctu- 
ality. 

Nor  is  it  easy  to  calculate  the  efiects,  which  the  de- 
struction of  the  bank  would  produce  in  the  loss  it 
would  occasion  to  the  public  revenue,  to  charitable  in- 
stitutiona,  widows,  children,  and  others,  interested  in 
the  stock ;  from  the  pressure  to  which  the  other  banks 
must  be  inevitably  suljected,  from  the  want  of  confi- 
dence it  would  create  in  the  stability  of  our  institutions, 
and  from  the  general  derangement  of  credit. 

Under  these  views  and  impresstouB,  your  memori- 
aliste  solicit  the  renewal  of  their  charter ;  and  upon  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  the  Legislature,  and  its  regard 
for  the  rights  and  intereste  of  its  dtizens,  they  rely  for 
its  concession. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  stockholders. 

DAVID  LENOX,  Prendent. 

Pbilaszlpkia,  Dec.  10, 1810. 

TERRITORy  OP  ORLEANS. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  8th  instant,  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
lates to  the  occuoatioD  of  that  part  of  West  Flor- 
ida which  is  included  within  the  boundaries  de- 
scribed by  the  treat v  for  the  acquisition  of  Loui- 
siana, reported  a  bill  declaring  the  laws  now  in 
force  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  to  extend  to 
and  to  have  fall  force  and  efiect  to  the  rirer  Per* 
dido,  pursuant  to  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  on 
the  30th  day  of  April,  1803,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  following  is  the  bill: 

"That  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  as  described  by  an 
act,  passed  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  four,  entitled  *'An  act  erecting 
Louisiana  into  two  Territories,  and  providing  (br  the 
temporary  government  thereof,'^  shall  be  deemed,  and 
is  hereby  declared,  to  extend  to  the  river  Perdido;  and 
to  include  all  that  territory  south  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  and  eastward  of  the  river  Mississippi,  to  the 
said  river  Perdido,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty  concluded  at  Pari%  between  the  United  States 
and  France,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  three. 

"  Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the 


laws  heretofore  passed,  and  now  in  force  in  the  Ten>- 
tory  of  Orleans,  shall  be  deemed,  and  are  hereby  de- 
clared, to  extend  to  and  to  have  full  force  and  effect 
in  the  territory  described  in  the  first  section  of  this 
act. 

Ssc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  for  th« 
purpose  of  more  conveniently  ascertaining  the  titles 
and  claims  to  land  within  the  territory  described  in 
the  first  section  of  this  act,  the  same  shall  be  formed 
into  one  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans ;  and  the 
President  is  hereby  authoriied  and  required  to  nomi- 
nate, and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  th* 
Senate,  appoint  one  register  of  land  titles,  who  shall 
perform  the  duties,  receive  the  same  compensation  for 
his  services,  and  be  subject,  in  all  respects,  to  the  same 
regulations  and  provisions,  as  are  by  lawprescribed 
to  the  registers  of  the  other  districts  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  com- 
missioners heretofore  appointed,  in  virtue  of  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  **An  act  for  ascertaining 
and  adjusting  titles  and  claims  to  land  within  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  and  the  District  of  Louisiana," 
shall  meet  within  the  aforesaid  Territory,  at  such  place 
as  the  President  shall  have  directed  therein  for  the 
residence  of  the  register,  on  or  before  the  -^—  day  of 
,  and  they  shall  not  adjourn  to  any  other  place, 
nor  for  a  longer  time  than  three  days,  until  the  — 
day  of -^— ,  and  until  they  shall  have  completed  the 
business  of  their  appointment:  and  it  shall  be  their 
duty  to  decide,  in  a  summary  way,  according  to  just- 
ice and  equity,  upon  all  claims  filed  vrith  the  register, 
conformably,  in  all  respects,  to  tbe  provisions  now  in 
force  and  observed  in  tne  Territory  of  Orieana;  which 
decisions  shall  be  laid  before  Congrese  in  the  same 
manner,  as  is  now  done  in  the  otiier  districts  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  and  be  subject  to  the  determina- 
tion of  Congreas  thereupon." 

WsDNESDAT,  December  19. 

Christophsr  Qrant  Champlin,  from  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  bill  declaring  the  laws  now  in  force  in  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  to  extend  to  and  to  hare 
full  force  and  effect  to  the  river  Perdido.  pursu- 
ant to  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  on  the  30th 
day  of  April,  1803,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Sesoived,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquive 
into  the  expedience  of  authorizing  such  surveys  and 
examinations  to  be  made  respecting  the  lakes  or  wa« 
teis,  along  the  northern  confines  of  the  United  States, 
as  may  conduce  to  the  safety  and  convenience  of  com- 
munication thereon;  and  that  the  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


Tbubsdat,  December  20. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  on  the  subject ;  and 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expedience  of  authorizing  such 
surveys  and  examinations  to  be  made  respecting 
the  lakes  or  waters  along  the  Northern  confines 
of  the  United  States,  as  may  conduce  to  the  safe- 
ty and  convenience  of  commnnicAtiou  thereon ; 
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BANK  OF  THB  UNITED  STATES. 
Mr.  Leib  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commeroe  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
prayiDff  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  oi 
the  United  States,  for  reasons  therein  stated;  and 
the  memoriai  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  18th  instant,  to  consider  the 
Setttion  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
lank  of  the  United  States  on  the  samie  subject. 
The  memorial  is  as  follows : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreeeniaiiteB  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statee,  the  memorial  of  the  eubecribers^  memben 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Philadelphia,  re- 
epectfuMy  repreeente  : 

That  your  memorislists  regard,  with  interest  and 
oonoern,  the  approach  of  that  period  at  which  the  char^ 
ter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will  expire;  and 
that»  from  an  intimacy  with  the  institution,  and  an  im- 
mediate knowledge  of  its  direction;  from  a  view  of  the 
interests  plainly  interwoTen  with  its  existence,  and  an 
anticipation  of  the  ruin  which  must  follow  its  dissolu- 
tion, they  are  induced,  on  this  occasion,  to  address  joo. 
YoUr  memorialists,  in  presenting  to  your  view  such 
considerations  as  they  deem  to  be  urgent  for  a  renewal 
of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  design 
to  confine  themselves  to  such  facts,  circumstances,  and 
impressions,  as  are  immediately  within  their  own  expe- 
rience and  observation.  They  are  sensible  that  it  would 
be  unnecessary  to  urge  upon  your  consideration  any 
inducement  for  the  continuance  of  the  bank,  which 
may  be  drawn  from  its  convenience  and  aptitude  to  the 
financial  operations  of  the  Government ;  nor  do  they 
deem  it  proper  to  obtrude  upon  your  deliberations  ar- 
guments in  favor  of  the  Constitutional  existence  of  an 
institution  which  for  twenty  years  has  had  the  support 
of  Legislative  and  Judicial  sanction,  and  the  express 
respect  of  our  united  Confederacy.  They  are  aware 
that  Uiese  points  are  of  the  first  importance,  and  that 
they,  with  every  other  national  consideration  connected 
with  the  question  of  renewal,  will  command  your  point- 
ed attention.  Their  views  simply  are,  to  present  before 
you  such  facts,  connected  with  the  interest  of  the  citi- 
zen, and  the  well-being  of  the  community,  as,  in  their 
conception,  lay  the  foundation  for  practical  reasoning 
in  favor  of  a  prolongation  of  the  charter. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  derives  its  existence 
from  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  in  February,  1791 — 
coeval  with  the  organization  of  the  Government,  and 
its  arrangement  of  the  system  of  revenue  and  finance. 
It  had  its  origin,  not  from  individual  solicitation,  inter- 
est, or  speculation,  but  directly  from  the  Government 
itself,  and  avowedly  for  its  purposes.  By  the  striking 
declaration  in  its  (marter,  that  '<a  Bank  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  established,"  and  the  still  more  striking 
provistons  which  it  contains,  in  relation  to  the  payment 
of  three-fourths  of  its  capital  in  the  public  debt-^o  the 
inspection  of  its  accounts  and  transactions  by  the  offi- 
oer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury — to  the  receipt  of  its 
bills  or  notes  in  all  payments  to  the  United  States — to 
its  loans  to  the  government  of  a  particular  State,  or  a 
foreijpi  Prince— by  a  direct  investment  of  interest  on 
behalf  of  the  nation,  to  the  extent  of  one-fifth  of  its 
capital — and  by  a  positive  pledge  of  the  faith  of  Gov* 
emment,  for  its  exclusive  existence  under  the  laws  of 
the  United  States, — ^were  impressed  upon  it  the  most 
imquestionable  features  of  national  character  and  last- 
ing continuance.  From  its  origin,  its  form,  and  its 
principles,  its  duration  has  been  confidently  trusted  to, 


in  tiie  purchase  of  its  stock,  in  the  establish ment  x 
similar  mstitutions,  and  in  the  extension  of  commth 
dal  enterprise. 

In  the  purchase  of  its  stock,  your  memorialists  regaii 
within  the  immediate  sphere  of  their  connexion  aa^ 
observation,  an  interest  to  the  amount  of  one  nailLfli 
of  dollars  in  Uie  citixens  of  Pennsylvania.    This  inta- 
est,  extending  to  the  proportion  of  one-tenth  part  of  tb 
capital  of  the  b^ak,  and,  as  is  stated,  to  ono-thsni  pes 
of  the  stock  holden  in  the  United  Statee,  hsus  beet 
principally  invested  at  an  advance  upon  the  origiaa 
subscription,  which  hn  been  paid  from  foith  in  tbe  aaa- 
agetnent  and  confidence  in  the  duration  of  the  InstitB- 
tion.    This  interest,  in  a  large  proportion  also,  it  mv 
truly  be  stated,  is  the  property  and  dependence,  inTeatt^ 
upon  a  principle  of  security  and  confidenoet  of  wid- 
ows, orpnans,  and  charitable  associations.    To  stod- 
holders  of  this  description,  the  dissolution  of  the  baak 
must  inevitably  produce  a  loss  of  income  and  interec 
to  which  they  loox  for  support,  and  of  capital  to  an  extee: 
which  no  calculation  can  ascertain.    An^  your  meflw- 
rialists  cannot  but  think  that  a  sacrifice  of  interest  a 
such  a  description  can  never  be  required,  and  win  neve 
be  made,  but  to  answer  national  purpoeee  the  moa 
important. 

To  the  extent  of  neariy  seven  millions,  joar  meoM- 
rialists  understand,  the  stock  of  the  bank  to  be  hoMei 
by  foreigners,  er  persons  not  residing  vrithin  the  Uni- 
ted States.  That  there  has  existed  no  objeetion,  eithe 
of  policy  or  propriety,  on  the  part  of  the  Govemmeat 
to  the  holding  of  this  stock  by  aliens,  is  evineed  by  tk 
charter's  containing  no  prohibition,  and  by  the  recas 
sale,  directly  to  foreigners^  of  that  portion  of  the  stod 
holden  by  the  United  States.  That  this  extensive  into^ 
est  has  been  invested  from  a  firm  reliance  upon  tke 
continuance  of  the  bank  cannot  be  doubted.  WM 
what  propriety  and  upon  what  foundation  that  reliance 
hss  been  placed  your  memorialists  do  not  undertake  ti 
decide,  but  content  themselves  with  expressing  thdr 
confidence  that  your  wisdom  and  justice  vrUl  scnipih 
lously  guard  the  forth  of  the  Government  firom  evei; 
imputation. 

In  the  establishment  of  similar  institutions  nnder  the 
sanction  of  the  dififerent  State  Governments,  yonr  me- 
morialists conceive  that  there  has  been  displayed  a  rdi- 
anee  upon  the  continuance  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  In  aU  parts  of  the  Union,  where  this  bank  or 
its  branches  exist,  other  banking  associations  have  been 
established,  the  interest  and  concerns  of  which  aro  ma- 
terially interwoven  with  the  existence  of  the  Nationtl 
Bank.  In  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  capital  of  tha 
banks,  exclusive  of  that  of  tfie  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  amounts  to  nearly  six  millions  of  dollars,  i^ 
which  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  has  an  interest  to  the 
amount  of  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  citizens 
of  the  State  to  almost  the  whole  of  the  residue. 

From  the  collection  of  the  bonds  for  duties,  at  the 
Bank  of  the  Uiuted  States,  it  unavoidably  results  that 
thero  is  in  that  bank  a  great  and  eonstant  accumula- 
tion of  the  paper  of  the  other  banks.  This  cause,  com- 
bined with  its  weight  of  capital  and  extensive  deposites, 
has  given  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  an  obvions 
importance,  in  the  connexion  with  other  banks,  which 
now  renders  its  continuance  almost  indiipensabie  to 
their  ssfety ;  for,  your  memorialists  are  vritnoat  fear  of 
contradiction  when  they  assert,  thst,  if  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  be  dissolved,  an  effect  extensively  and 
deeply  injurious  will  be  felt  by  all  other  banking  insti- 
tutions within  the  range  of  its  operations.    In  their 
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pprehenaoB,  it  is  impowiUe  that  tbe  Bank  of  tiie 
Jnited  Statea  thoald  exact  payment  from  its  debton, 
ind  close  its  concerns,  wttboat  its  producing  all  the 
ivils  of  prostrated  credit  and  general  delinquency.  In 
hese  evils  the  other  banks  must  largely  share,  and  from 
hem  moat  most  severely  suffer. 

Your  memeiialists,  on  this  point,  submit  to  toot 
'^nsideration,  that  neither  the  individuab  who  have 
hus  extensively  embarked  their  interests  in  other  in- 
ititutiona,  nor  the  goyemmenta  which  have  brought  them 
nto  being,  and  made  them  the  depositories  of  the  pub- 
ic wealth,  could  have  ever  contemplated  their  exposure 
JO  this  incidental  imury,  or  perhaps  destruction,  by  the 
lissolution  of  the  National  Bank ;  and,  even  if  each 
in  exposure  might  have  been  contemplated,  the  event 
x)uld  only  be  anticipated  to  proceed  from  the  most 
pressing  public  exigency,  or  a  sure  calculation  of  the 
{greatest  public  gain. 

In  the  extension  of  commerdal  enterprise,  your 
nemorialists  present  to  your  view,  further  and  stronger 
svidence  of  teliance  upon  the  continuanee  of  the 
>ank.  The  estabHshment  af  the  bank  may  justly  be 
■egardod  as  the  era  whieh  marks  the  rise  of  oommer- 
sial  credit,  confidence,  and  enterprise.  A  recurrence 
jo  the  state  of  our  county,  antecedently  to  this  eetab- 
iahment,  will  show  the  truth  of  the  remark,  and  leave 
lo  doubt  upon  the  mind^  as  to  the  instrumentality  of 
he  bank  in  effecting  the  change.  The  formation  of 
he  bank  called  into  circulation  a  mass  of  torpid 
vealth,  opened  large  and  liberal  sources  of  aceommo- 
lation  to  enterprise,  and  enforced,  and  insured,  puno 
;uality  in  commercial  dealing;  the  effect  was  soon 
md  sensibly  felt  by  the  commerce  and  agrieulture  of 
;he  country,  and  its  salutary  character  has  been  shown, 
n  the  general  diffusion  of  confidence  and  prosperity. 
So  sooner  was  the  bank  established  upon  that  sare 
foundation,  on  which  faith  in  its  permanence  and 
direction  caused  it  to  rest,  than  its  stock  advanced 
in  value,  and  attracted  a  large  amount  of  foreign 
capital  to  the  eoontry;  from  the  introduetioB  of  this 
foreign  capital,  whioh  was  invested  at  a  h%h  advance, 
piroceeded  these  important  resuHs;  that  the  dtiaen 
realised  a  gain  in  the  advance  paid  by  the  iomgner, 
and  the  «xMintry  was  enabled  to  trade  ufpon  the  foreign 
capital  at  an  intereat  below  its  market  value*  Other 
instittttiona  rose  ufun  the  liberated  capital  of  the  citi- 
zen, and  a  general  system  of  accommodation  gave  a 
spring  to  enterprise;  the  merchant,  mechanic,  and 
manufacturer,  whose  probity  and  industry  inspired 
confidence,  was  enabled  to  obtain  the  means  of  exer* 
tion,  and  to  extend  his  transactions.  The  borrowers 
have  calculated  with  confidence  upon  a  continuance 
of  the  loan,  so  long  as  they  are  deemed  safe  for  its 
repayment,  and  have  not  anticipated  a  demand  which 
may  find  them  unprepared,  and  cost  them  a  sacrifice 
of  either  property  or  credit. 

It  is  upon  this  foundation,  that  extensive  commer- 
cial and  manufacturing  concerns  have  arisen  in  the 
country;  and  large  investments  have  been  made  upon 
the  faith  of  a  general  credit.  To  dissolve  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  is  not  only  to  cheek,  but  to  destroy, 
this  credit,  inasmuch,  as  not  only  that  bank,  but  all 
others  at  all  connected  with  it,  mast  compel  the  pay- 
ment of  their  debts.  In  soeh  an  event,  it  cannot  be 
supposed  that  the  debton  could  find  adequate  resources 
to  enable  them  to  meet  their  engagements;  and  an 
extensive  deiinqoency  would  mark  the  loaa  of  tbe 
banks,  and  the  destruction  of  credit. 

Your  memorialista  are  aware  that  it  mtij  ba  ovgedi 
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that  the  limitation  in  the  diarter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  a  standing  admonitioii  to  the  vari- 
ous interests  conneoled  with  that  inetitution,  that  a 
period  was  appointed  ibr  its  legal  existence,  whi«^  it 
could  not  reasonably  be  expected  to  pass.  From  the 
existence  of  this  limitation,  open  and  notorious  to  aU» 
it  is  argued,  that  no  injustice  can  arise  from  the  re- 
fiisal  ofOovemment  to  grant  a  continuance  of  privile- 
ges, beyond  the  time  for  which  they  were  originally 
confiBrred;  but  your  memorialists  are  confident  thai 
they  speak  the  language  of  general  opinion,  when 
they  state,  that  the  limitation  was  designed  as  a  check, 
by  which  the  institution  might  be  eontrelled,  aa  a 
guard  against  the  mischiefs  of  a  defective  administra- 
tion, or  aa  a  point  of  time  when  it  might  come  to  a» 
end,  if  it  were  required,  by  dedaive  reasons  of  public 
necessity;  but  that  it  nerrer  waa  deaigned,  and  never 
has  been  received,  aa  tbe  period  of  its  diisolation,  if 
its  administration  was  marked  by  abiltty,  integrity* 
and  impacUality,  and  its  existence  pcodBCtive  of  pulH 
lie  good. 

To  tbe  administration  of  the  bank,  your  memorial- 
ists freely  yield  the  testimony  of  their  decided  appro- 
bation ;  so  far  as  the  transactions  of  the  bank  have 
been  open  to  their  observation,  its  direction  has  dis- 
played a  liberal  desire  to  subserve  the  great  objects  of 
the  institution,  by  diffusing,  with  impartiality,  its  ac- 
commodations to  the  greatest  extent,  compatible  with 
its  frindamental  interests.  It  is  but  justice  to  this 
direction,  further  to  add,  that  during  the  current 
year,  a  crisis  of  the  greatest  interest  to  the  bank,  as 
your  memorialists  fully  believe,  its  accommodations 
have  not  been  contracted  within  the  limits  appointed 
by  eound  considerations  of  safety  and  propriety. 

How  fiir  the  convenience  of  the  Government  may 
be  alfected  by  the  dissolutioil,  or  by  a  material  altera^ 
tion  of  the  bank,  your  memorialists  do  not  undertake 
to  declare;  they  entwtain,  however,  the  atrongest  per^ 
suasion,  that  considerations,  not  only  of  great  conve- 
nience, but  of  necessity,  as  regards  the  interest  of  indi- 
vidmls,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  oommunity,  nrga 
the  continuance  eirthe  bank.  On  this  point  your  at- 
tention is  earnestly  solicited  to  the  existing  state  of 
the  country;  its  unavoidable  relianee  upon  acoommo- 
dationa  from  the  banks ;  the  use,  convenience,  and 
importance  ef  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  in  its 
present  form,  to  the  community,  and  the  evils  which 
impend  irom  its  destructi<m. 

In  a  view  of  the  state  of  the  country,  at  the  present 
memeat,  as  connected  with  this  suljedt,  the  following 
particulars,  they  trust,  will  receive  your  attention: 
The  commerce  of  the  United  Statea,  from  a  combinap 
tion  of  causes,  has  been,  for  a  period  of  no  inconsider- 
able dvration,  subject  to  great  embarrassments.  Dur- 
ing the  ourrmt  year,  this  embarrassment  has  been 
much  increased,  and  the  merchant  is  laboring  under 
the  pressure  of  a  heavy  sequestration  of  property 
abroad*  and  a  failure  of  resources  at  home.  Of  the 
property  which  is  sequestered,  a  large  proportion  had 
bng  lain  nnproduetively  on  the  merchants'  hands, 
and  was  exported  with  the  hope  of  being  coriverted 
into  the  means  by  whieh  his  engagements  might  be 
met.  Under  such  circumstances,  the  reliance  of  many 
is  neoeaiarily  upon  a  temporary  use  of  the  capital 
found  in  the  banks,  to  which  they  have  confidently 
trusted,  aa  a  Teaource>  whilst  their  credit  shall  continue, 
and  until  their  property  ahall  be  rslieved. 

In  the  current  year  the  exportation  of  specie  from 
the  United  States  has  been  to  its  aceustomed  exUnt, 
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and  the  importation  has  been  inconiiderabla  in  amonnt. 
This  ciicamstance  has,  of  coarae,  tended  to  increase 
the  embarrassment  of  the  merchant,  inasmuch  as  it 
has  necessarily  contracted  his  accommodations.  From 
these  causes  it  has  resulted,  that  the  demand  for 
money  is  uncommonly  great,  and  the  means  for  sup- 
plying that  demand  are  unusually  limited. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  mercantile  part  of  the 
country  sees  before  it,  in  the  coming  year,  an  extra- 
ordinary  amount  of  debt  to  the  United  States,  for  du- 
ties, a  large  proportion  of  which,  is.  payable  upon  goods 
that  have  hitiierto  been  unproductive;  and  it  antici- 
pates the  privation  of  that  aid,  which  the  bank  has 
always  been  accustomed  to  give  towards  the  payment 
of  the  Custom  House  bonds.  In  addition  to  this,  with 
the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  &e  Bank  of  the  United 
8utes,it  sees  a  suspension  of  the  circulation  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  stated  amount  of  its  ordinaiy 
accommodations.  It  sees  an  accumulation  of-  the 
precious  metals  in  the  bank,  to  the  amount  of  its  capi- 
tal; it  sees  seven  millions  of  that  capital  withdrawn 
from  the  country ;  and  it  sees,  that  payment  of  duties 
can  no  longer  be  made  to  the  Government  in  Uie 
notes  of  the  National  Bank,  but  that  payment  must  be 
inade  in  specie.  With  this  prospect,  and  the  addi- 
tional certainty,  that  accommodation  and  confidence 
will  be  universally  succeeded  by  exaction  and  distrust, 
your  memorialists  are  persuaded,  that  it  will  be  in 
▼ain  for  individuals,  for  the  chartered  institutions,  or 
the  Government  itself,  to  expect  the  fulfilment  of  engage- 
ments, or  to  rely  upon  the  performance  of  contracts. 

To  the  minds  of  your  memorialists,  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  in  its  present  form,  presents  a  striking 
character  for  its  use,  convenience,  and  importance  to 
the  community.  In  addition  to  the  various  points  of 
view  In  which  its  value  has  been  already  considered, 
iU  uses  are  further  to  be  regarded,  in  its  affording  a 
convenient  and  safe  medium  of  circulation  throughout 
the  United  States ;  and  in  the  facilities  which  it  grants, 
by  means  of  its  drafb,  in  the  transposition  of  funds 
from  one  part  of  the  country  to  another,  with  perfect 
security.  In  a  national  and  individual  point  of  view, 
its  utility  is  also  displayed,  in  having  and  exercising, 
by  means  of  its  peculiar  connexion  of  several  branches 
in  one  common  interest,  the  power  of  guarding  against 
the  inconvenience  and  evil,  which  might  result  from 
the  balance  of  trade  between  difiR$rent  parts  of  the 
Union,  producing  a  local  deficiency  of  the  circulating 
medium.  But,  above  all,  your  memorialists  regard  as 
inestimable,  an  institution  which,  in  its  ample  re- 
sources, possesses  the  power,  and  in  the  independent 
and  liberal  spirit  of  its  direction,  manifests  the  will, 
effectually  to  aid  both  Government  and  the  private 
citizen,  in  case  of  a  sudden  and  serious  emergency. 

To  predict,  with  certainty,  the  extent  of  the  evils 
which  must  inevitably  flow  from  a  dissolution  of  the 
bank,  is  beyond  the  power  of  your  memorialists.  They 
conceive  that,  among  these  evils,  however,  may  certainly 
be  placed  an  extensive  and  aggravating  loss,  by  all 
pemons  interested  in  the  banking  associations  of  the 
country,  a  destructive  diiregard  of  punctuality  in  the 
performance  of  contracts,  both  towards  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  citizen;  a  wide  spreading  bankruptcy, 
which  will  be  felt  by  the  commercial,  manufacturing, 
and  agricultural  interests ;  a  diffidence  of  the  stability 
of  Government,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  a  pros- 
tration of  that  confidence  and  credit,  which  have  so 
happily  and  successfully  administered  lo  ^e  ealer- 
prise  and  prosperity  of  the  country. 


From  the  view  which  your  memorialista  hare  taks 
of  this  subject,  and  the  observations  which  they  hsw 
submitted  to  your  consideration,  it  is  ap|»amit,  tl^ 
their  earnest  prayer  to  you  is,  that  a  renewal  of  u 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  may  k 
granted ;  and  a  confirmation  thereby  be  giveo  to  pcv 
Uc  confidence,  private  tranquillity,  general  credit,  •& 
national  prosperity. 

CONDY  RAGUET, 

And  cne  kundrtd  Ukm. 


Wednesdat,  December  26. 

The  Senate  assembled ;  and  oa  nocioD,  ad- 
journed to  11  o'clock  to-morrow  mornia^. 


Tbursdat,  December  27. 

JsNKiN  Wbitisidb,  from  the  State  of  Tenne- 
see,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Lbib,  from  the  committee,  appointed  oo  t^ 
7th  instant,  to  consider  the  subject,  reported  i 
bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Fermen 
Bank  of  Alexandria ;  and  the  bill  was  read  aac 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  pRgaiDBNT  laid  before  the  Senate  the  r^ 
port  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  prepared 
ID  obedience  to  tlie  directions  of  the  act,  eo titled 
**An  act  regulating  the  currency  of  foreign  coins, 
in  the  United  States,^  passed  April  10, 1806 ;  as; 
the  report  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  conski- 
eratioo. 

Mr.  Leib  ffare  notice  that  to-morrow  he  shooli 
ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  establishmei^ 
of  a  qoarlfrmasier's  department 

The  bill,  entitled  '^Ao  act  to  continue  in  force 
for  a  further  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  es- 
titled  ^An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerci 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  aaainat  the  Bif- 
bary  Powers,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Washiaf 
ton  was  read  the  second  time, 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  Thomas  Corcoran  and  others,  eitizens  of 
Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  staiisf 
that  they  had  commenced  certain  improremfots 
in  the  channel  of  the  river  Potomac,  near  ihtt 
town,  but  that  they  were  impeded  in  their  pro- 
gress hy  a  legBl  injunction,  on  suggestion  that 
they  might  do  injury  to  the  bridge  lately  erected 
OTcr  the  aforementioned  river:  And  that  the 
petitioners  are  constrained  to  lay  their  case  be- 
fore Congress,  and  to  ask  their  interpositioa  and 
relief.  And  the  petition  was  read  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  fire  members, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  other- 
wise ;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Frank- 
LIN,  Champlin,  Gaillabo,  and  Bbadlet,  weie 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Uobsbt  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  a»k  leave  to  brinf  in  a  bill  authorizing  the 
sale  and  grant  of  aeertain  quantity  of  public  land 
to  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  C-ompany. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  ascertain  and  settle,  bf  the  appoint- 


37 


BISTORT  OF  CONGBESS. 


S8 


Deccxber,  181D. 


Occupation  of  Wett  Florida. 


BlNATI. 


ment  of  Commis^tODera,  the  exterior  line  of  the 
public  land  at  West  PoiDt,  vith  the  adjoin iDg 
proprietor  j"  in  which  bill  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read  and  passed  to  the  second  readinj^. 

Mr.  Andbrson  presented  the  petition  of  Darid 
Porter,  stating  that  he  commanded  the  flotilla 
stationed  at  New  Orleans,  during  the  existence 
of  the  laws  prohibiting  intercourse  with  France, 
and  that  he  there  seized,  and  prosecuted  at  his 
own  expense,  to  condemnation,  three  ressels,  the 
proceeds  of  which  were  distributed  under  the  rer- 
enue  laws,  but  that  his  proportion  thereof  did  not 
amount  to  the  cost  of  prosecution.  He  therefore 
prays  Congress  to  relinqubh  to  him  their  propor- 
tion of  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  which  may 
have  been  incurred  by  said  aetzures,asa  remoner* 
ation  for  his  serrices;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Andersoit,  Campbell,  and  Clat,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Pope  asked  and  obtained  leare  to  bring  in 
a  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  to  the  stock  of  the  Ohio  Canal 
Company ;  and  the  bill  was  read  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

OCCUPATION  OF  WEST  FLORIDA. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonsideration  of  the 
bill  declaring  the  laws  now  in  force  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans  to  extend  to,  and  to  have  full 
force  and  effect,  to  the  river  Perdido,  pursuant  to 
the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  oa  the  30th  of  April, 
1803 ;  a  ad  for  other  purposes. 

The  question  was  oa  the  bill's  passage  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Pope.— "Mr.  Presidency  I  regret  that  the 
hooorable  chainoan  of  ihe  committee  who  re- 
ported this  bill  is  not  here  to  give  it  that  support 
which  hia  talents,  information,  and  the  impor- 
tance of  the  subject  authorize  us  to  ezpect.  llis 
absence  has  devolved  on  me,  as  a  member  of  the 
committee,  and  a  represeaiative  of  that  section 
of  the  UaioB  more  immediately  interested  in  the 
aubject  before  wi,  to  explain  to  the  Senate  some 
of  the  grounds  which  induced  them  to  make  this 
report.  The  first  important  question  which  the 
proclamation  of  the  President  and  this  bill  pre- 
sents for  consideration  is,  whether,  or  not,  tbe 
United  States  have  a  good  title  to  the  territory 
in  qoestioa.  Before  I  examine  the  treaty  of  ces- 
sion from  France  to  the  United  Sutes  of  1803, 
the  source  of  our  claim,  permit  me  to  inquire 
what  were  the  limits  of  Louisiana  in  that  quar- 
ter to  which  this  subject  leads  us  before  the  treaty 
and  cession  of  1762--3,  between  France,  Spain, 
and  Great  Britain  ?  On  this  subject,  however,  I 
believe  there  is  no  contrariety  of  opinion.  Be- 
fore this  period,  Louisiana  extended  east  of  the 
river  Mississippi  to  the  river  Perdido.  France 
and  Spain,  by  the  Treaty  of  1719,  established 
this  boundary  between  Florida,  now  called  Bast 
Florida  and  Louisiana.  The  ancient  limito  of 
Loniaiana  have  baen  ao  fnlly  aaeanained  by  the 


documents  laid  before  Congress  at  different  time8| 
and  the  numerous  discusKions  the  subject  has  un- 
dergone,  that  I  should  only  waste  the  time  of  the 
Senate  in  attempting  to  throw  any  new  light  on 
it.    I  shall  only  refer  the  Senate  to  one  additionni 
evidence  that  this  river  was  the  ancient  eastern 
boundary  of  this  province.    Mr.  Smollet,  in  hia 
continuation  of  *^  Hume's  History  of  Englandi" 
states  the  answer  of  the  British  Government  to 
the  propositions  made  by  France  for  peace  early 
in  the  year  1761,  from  which  it  appears  that 
France  then  claimed  the  river  Perdioo  as  their 
eastern  limit,  nor  does  this  fact  appear  to  have 
been  contested  by  the  British  Minister.    It  ap* 
pears  that  previous  to  the  war  which  terminated 
in  1763,  Louisiana    comprehended    nearly  t^ 
whole  country  watered  hy  the  Mississippi  and  ita 
branches.   I  find  it  stated  in  a  pamphlet  published 
in  New  York,  that  France,  by  a  secret  ceasioni 
contemporaneous  with  the- treaty  called  the  Fam- 
ily Compact  of  1761,  transferred  this  country  to 
Spain,  to  induce  her  to  become  her  ally  in  the 
war  against  Great  Britain ;  and  although  I  can 
find  no  evidence  to  support  this  statement,  yet 
the  events  of  that  war,  previous  to  that  period, 
renders  it  at  least  probable.    It  will  be  remem* 
bered  that  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  had  tri- 
umphed over  those  of  France  both  by  sea  and 
land.    France  had  lost  Canada,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  ships  of  war.    Spain  was  not  then  a  party^ 
in  the  war,  aad,  to  induce  her  to  become  so,  it 
seems  probable  that  France,  under  the  pressure 
of  adverse  fortune,  ceded  to  her  this  province. 
But,  as  this  statement  does  not  correspond  with 
the  documents  on  our  tables,  nor  the  views  of 
others  who  have  examined  this  subject,  we  are 
compelled  to  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  cession 
of  West  Louisiana,  with  the  island  of  New  Or- 
leans, to  Spain,  and  of  Blast  Loubiana,  since  called 
West  Florida,  to  Great  Britain,  were  made  at  the 
same  time,  in  the  year  176S.    It  is,  however,  well 
known  that  France  made  the  cession  to  Great 
Britain  af  the.iastance,  and  for  the  benefit  of 
Spain,  to  enable  her,  with  the  cession  of  Florida, 
now  called  East  Florida,  to  obtain  a  restitution 
of  Cuba.    The  whole  of  Louisiana,  not  conquered 
by  Great  Britain,  may,  with  propriety^  be  said  to 
have  been  given  up,  or  ceded  to  Spain.    Let  us 
now  examine  that  part  of  the  treaty  of  cession 
between  the  United  States  and  France  of  1803, 
which  relates  to  this  question.    By  that  treaty, 
we  acquired  Louisiana  as  fully,  and  in  the  same 
manner  as  it  had  been  acquired  by  France  from 
Spain,  in  virtue  of  the  Treaty  of  St.  lidefonso  of 
the  1st  of  October^  1800.    By  this  treatv,  Spain 
retroceded  Louisiana  to  France  ^*  with  the  same . 
^  extent  it  then  had  in  the  hands  of  Spain,  and 
'  that  it  had  when  France  possessed  it,  and  such 
'  as  it  should  be  after  the  treaties  subsequently 
'  entered  into  between  Spain  and  other  States.'' 
That  this  extract  from  that  treaty  is  correct,  can- 
not be  doubted,  as  it  has  never  been  denied  by 
Spain.     The  word  <*  retrocede*'  in  this  treaty 
has,  I  believe,  occasioned  more  doubt  with  regard 
to  the  meaning  of  this  cession  than  any  exprea- 
aion  contained  in  it,  bat  cannot,  when  the  subject 
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Is  properly  ezamiaed,  hare  the  effeot  contended 
for.    It  is  said  that  as  Pranoe  ceded  to  Spain,  io 
1763,  Louisiana  west  of  the  Mississippi,  inclading 
the  island  of  New  Orleans,  the  word  *^  retroeede^ 
must  limit  the  cession  to  what  had  been  preri- 
ously  ceded  by  France  to  Spain ;  but  if  it  be  true 
that  Louisiana  east  and  west  of  the  Mississippi 
was  ceded  to  Spain  in  the  year  1761,  although 
Bast  Louisiana  was  afterwards  ceded  by  Franoe, 
with  the  consent  of  Spain  to  Great  Britain,  the 
word  "retrocede"  might,  with  propriety,  be  used 
with  reference  to  the  original  grant  to  Spain  in 
1761,  or  if,  what  will  not  be  denied,  the  cession 
of  B^Bst  Louisiana  to  Qreat  Britain  by  France, 
was  at  the  instance,  and  for  the  benefit  of  Spatn. 
Spain,  in  1800,  after  she  had  acquired  East  Loii<^ 
isisna,  alias  West  Florida,  so  called  by  Great 
Britain  after  1763,  could  well  say  to  France,  I 
re-grant  to  you  what  you  ceded  to  me,  and  oo 
my  account,  or,  at  least,  so  much  as  I  ean  re-grant 
consistently  with  the  treaties  I  have  since  made ; 
and  this  seems  to  be  the  plain  and  evident  mean- 
ing of  the  instrument.    If  the  parties  had  meant 
to  confine  the  retrocession  to  the  liroit.s  of  the 
cession,  made  by  France  to  Spain,  of  Louisiana 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  including  the  island  of 
New  Orleans,  they  would  hare  used  the  same 
description.    They  would  certainly  have  stopped 
after  saying  the  extent  it  then  had  in  the  hands 
of  Spain.    But,  to  prevent  mistake  or  miscon- 
struction, they  add,  ^*  that  it  had  when  France 
possessed  it,'|  and,  what  is  still  more  conclusive 
of  the  meaning  of  the  parties,  they  go  on  to  say, 
■*  and  such  as  u  should  be  after  the  treaties  sub- 
aequently  entered. into  between  Spain  and  other 
States."    As  Spain  had  never  entered  into  any 
treaty  with  regard  to  the  western  boundary  of 
Louisiana,  and  as  the  only  treaties  to  which  the 
parties  could  have  alluded  was  that  of  1783  with 
Great  Britain,  and  of  1795  with  the  United  States, 
both  relative  to  limits  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mis- 
aissippi,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  contracting 
parties  meant  to  comprehend  whatever  of  Louis- 
iana, on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi.  SpaiQ  had 
a  title  to.    If  the  construction  I  contend  for  is 
not  admitted,  then  the  latter  parts  of  the  descrip- 
tion will  have  no  effect,  contrary  to  a  settled 
principle  of  law  and  common  sense,  that  every 

Sart  of  an  instrument  shall  have  efieet,  if  it  ean 
y  any  reasonable  construction.  To  strengthen 
the  construction  for  which  I  insist,  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  consider  the  views  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment at  the  time  this  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso 
was  made.  They  no  doubt  acquirad  this  prov- 
ince with  an  intention  of  holding  it,  and  it  was 
an  object  of  natiqnal  pride  to  regain  as  much  as 
practicable  of  the  colonies  whicn  had  been  lost 
under  the  old  Government.  Besides,  they  could 
not  be  ignorant  of  the  importance  of  East  Louis- 
iana, now  West  Florida,  to  the  security  of  New 
Orleans ;  and,  as  the  practicability  of  obtaining 
it  at  that  time  from  Spain  cannot  be  doubted,  the 
presumption  is  irresistible  that  the  cession  was 
intended  to  embrace  it.  I  had  intended  to  have  as* 
certaioed  at  the  Department  of  State  the  ground 
of  objection  with  Spain  to  tbeaurrender  of  that 


country  to  the  United  States,  but  have  not  made 
the  inquiry.  I  do  not,  however,  think  it  diffieuh 
to  account  for  the  conduct  of  Spain.  My  coa- 
jecture  is,  that  France,  after  she  had  sold  Louisi- 
ana to  the  United  States  and  received  the  priet 
stipulated,  secretly  advised  Spain  not  to  sorreodc: 
it,  having  at  that  time  formed  the  project  which 
she  is  now  attempting  to  eieeute,  .of  acqairia; 
the  whole  Spanish  fimpire.  Her  interest  was. 
therefore,  identified  with  that  of  SfMiio,  and  sJk 
was,  no  doubt,  willing  to  unite  with  Spain  u 
giving  the  most  limited  construction  to  the  cessMS 
to  the  United  States.  I  find  that  Congress,  hr 
an  act  passed  on  the  2ith  of  February,  1804 
hare  solemnly  asserted  our  right  to  this  territory 
and  aathorized  the  President  to  take  posscssioi 
of  it.  and  toeatablish  a  port  of  enuy,  dtc.,  on  tiie 
Mobile,  whenever  he  should  deem  it  ezpedieai 
The  time  when,  and  circumstances  under  whici 
this  step  should  be  taken,  were  submtued  to  tbc 
discretion  of  the  Ekecgtive.  1  may  be  pcrnaitici 
to  ask  why,  if  we  had  no  title  to  this  territory. 
the  President  was  urged  to  take  possession  br 
force,  and  censored  for  not  doing  it  ?  If  my  re- 
collection is  accurate,  all  parties  agreed  we  ou^bi 
to  have  the  country — they  only  differed  as  to  ihn 
mode  of  acquiring  it.  The  President,  influence 
by  that  policy  which  has  hitherto  guided  the  pres- 
ent Administration,  of  avoiding  making  this  na- 
tion a  party  in  the  present  Buropean  war,  in  tbe 
exercise  of  the  discretionary  power  vested  in  hia 
by  that  act,  did  not  think  proper  to  seize  npoai: 
by  force,  but  to  wait  for  the  oecorrenee  of  eveas 
to  throw  it  into  our  hands  without  a  straggle. 

The  expediency  of  taking  possession  of  ibk 
territory  cannot,  it  appears  to  me,  admit  ofi 
doubt.  If  the  President  had  refaaed  or  hesitates 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  West  Fioridi 
by  extending  to  them  the  protection  of  the  Ameri- 
can Govern meot,  and  they  had  sought  seevritf 
in  the  arms  of  a  foreign  Power,  what  shovld  we 
have  heard  7  He  would  have  been  eharged  witk 
imbecility,  and  fear  of  incurring  respcHisibihtf. 
He  would  have  been  denounced  as  oaworthy  « 
the  station  his  country  had  assigned  him.  Let  it 
be  remembered  that  the  Orleans  covntry  is  o« 
most  vulnerable  part**-remote  from  oor  physical 
force — a  climate  more  fatal  to  our  people  that 
the  sword  of  a  victorious  enemv-*and  that  as 
enemy  in  possession  of  West  Florida  eaa  witk 
great  fhcility  cut  off  New  Orleans  from  the  upper 
country.  If  the  fortoaata  moment  had  not  beca 
seized,  this  province  would  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  a  foreign  Power,  or,  if  time  had  beea 
given  for  intrigue  to  mature  itself,  another  Barr 
plot  would  probably  have  risen  from  the  ashes  of 
the  first,  more  formidable  to  the  integrity  of  this 
empire.  Burr,  like  Archimides,  fancied  that  if 
he  had  a  place  to  stand  upon — a  place  beyond  the 
iurisdiction  of  the  United  States  to  rally  his  fol- 
lowers— he  could  overturn  the  Government.  He 
has.  it  is  true,  (led  from  the  frowns  of  an  indig* 
naot  country ;  but  he  was  not  alone.  Let  aa 
opportunity  be  afforded,  and  a  thousand  Bum 
would  throw  off  the  mask  and  point  their  arms 
against  the  Federal  Union*    On  a  subject  of  such 
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interest,  it  wobld  have  been  erimioal  in  those  ap- 
pointed to  watch  oyer  the  natiooal  safety  to  have 
hesitated.  I  wa9  surprised  to  hear  this  procedure 
pronounced  a  robbery,  and  malting  of  war.  Why 
should  our  sympathies  be  awakened  in  faror  of 
Spain  ?  What  claim  has  the  Spanish  Ctovern- 
ment  upon  oar  moderation  and  forbearance? 
W  bat  has  been  her  conduct  ?  From  the  moment 
we  became  an  independent  nation  she  has  been 
intriguing  to  separate  the  Western  tfountrj  from 
the  Atlantic  States.  She  has  made,  at  different 
periods,  and  as  late  as  the  year  1797,  in  violation 
of  her  treaty  of  1795  with  this  country,  direct 
propositions  to  the  We9tern  people  to  secede  from 
the  Union,  and  to  accompltsh  her  object  at  least 
attempted  the  use  of  means  the  most  corrupt. 
What  has  been  her  conduct  since  we  acquired 
Louisiana  1  If  I  am  correctly  infbrmed,  our  de- 
serters and  slaves  who  have  taken  refuge  in  Flor- 
ida in  many  instances  have  not  been  surrendered, 
and  enormous  duties  have  been  imposed  on  our 
vessels  navigatinc^  the  Mobile.  Under  all  these 
provocations,  sumcient  to  have  drawn  upon  them 
from  alm<)st  any  other  nation  an  open  declara- 
tion of  war,  our  Government,  influenced  by  that 
pacific  policy  which  has  hitherto  regulated  its 
course  towards  foreign  nations,  exercised  patience 
and  forbearance.  And  since  the  late  revoluttoD 
in  Spain,  I  believe  it  will  not  be  pretended  that 
this  GK>vernment  has  manifested  anv  disposition 
to  throw  our  weight  into  the  scale  of  France 
against  the  Spanish  party.  Our  Govern ment 
has  taken  no  step  in  relation  to  West  Florida 
until  compelled  by  a  regard  to  our  own  safety. 
The  Executive  in  the  proceeding  under  consid- 
eration has  used  language  the  most  conciliatory, 
and  on  the  face  of  his  proclamation  given  a 
pledge  that  this  Government  will  at  any  time 
enter  into  amicable  negotiations  on  the  subject 
of  our  claim  to  this  territory,  if  it  shall  be  dis- 
puted. 

There  are  other  at  least  plausible  grounds  upon 
which  this  bill  as  an  origmal  proposition  might 
be  supported  entirely  independent  of  the  cession. 
Spain  is  indebted  to  us  a  large  amount  for  spoli- 
ations committed  on  our  commerce ;  and  as  tnere 
is  DO  Government  at  present  towards  which  the 
ordinary  proceeding  can  be  pursued  to  obtain 
payment,  could  we  not,  on  the  principle  of  the 
attachmeat  law,  as  an  act  of  self-justice,  seize 
on  this  territory  to  secure  satisfaction  ? 

As  this  measure  has  been  emphatically  called 
an  act  of  robbery  and' war,  it  may  not  be  amiss 
to  consider  the  political  state  of  the  Spanish  col- 
onies in  relation  to  the  Spanish  Government  in 
the  bands  of  the  Junta,  and  the  new  dynasty 
about  to  be  established  bv  Bonaparte.  It  may 
be  said,  perhaps,  that  the  late  alienation  of  the 
Spanish  Crown  and  the  revolution  in  Spain  have 
dissolved  the  tie  which  connects  them  with  the 
mother  country.  On  this  point  I  will  not  detain 
the  Senate.  If  the  French  arms  shall  be  suc- 
cessful in  Spain,  of  which  I  believe  few  enter- 
tain much  doubt,  and  the  Junta  shall  be  driven 
from  Old  Spain  to  any  of  the  colonies,  their  po- 
litical character  must  cease,  and  they  can  no 


longer  claim  the  exercise  of  any  jurisdiction  or 
sovereignty  over  the  colonies.  The  colonies  av« 
not  bouDd  together  by  any  political  bond  UncoD- 
nected  with  the  mother  country;  they  are  sub- 
ject to  the  mother  country,  but,  the  moment  she 
IS  conquered,  they  are  at  liberty  to  provide  for 
themselves,  unless,  indeed,  the  Emperor  of  France 
or  King  Joseph  can  claim  them.  France,  in  att 
official  expos6,  and  King  Joseph,  by  proclama- 
tion, have  declared  their  willingness  that  the  col- 
onies should  become  independent,  provided  they 
do  not  connect  themselves  with  Great  Britain* 
If  France,  therefore,  shall,  which  Is  probable, 
conquer  the  mother  country,  we  are  fully  an* 
thorized  by  her  public  declaration  to  the  world  to 
acquire,  with  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants,  not 
only  West  but  East  Florida,  Cuba,  or  any  other 
province  which  we  shall  deem  it  expedient  to 
connect  with  the  United  States.  This  bill  may 
be  justified,  independent  of  title,  by  the  law  of 
self*preservation.  Have  we  any  assurance  that 
the  Spanish  Government  will  maintain  their 
neutrality  in  this  territory  if  we  should  be  in- 
volved in  a  war  with  either  France  or  Great 
Britain  ?  Can  they,  or  will  they,  prevent  the 
march  of  an  enemy's  forces  through  th^t  terri- 
tory into  the  United  States?  No,  sir;  we  have 
every  reason  to  expect  the  contrary.  Consider- 
ing how  vulnerable  we  are  from  this  territory, 
its  present  state,  and  the  aspect  of  our  foreign 
affairs,  it  appears  to  me  that  we  are  authorized 
to  take  possession  of  it  as  a  measure  of  national 
security.  It  may  be  objected  that  taking  the 
property  of  others  bv  force  tends  to  relax  the 
morals  of  the  people,  oy  destroying  that  criterion 
of  right  and  wrong,  the  observance  of  which  ta 
so  necessary  to  the  purity  of  our  Republic  ;  and 
I  am  ready  to  admit  that  we  ought  to  proceed 
upon  this  principle  of  necessity  and  expediency 
with  great  caution,  and  never  to  act  upon  it  but 
in  extreme  and  evident  cases.  Had  we  a  colony 
on  the  coast  of  England  or  France,  similarly 
situated,  we  know  they  would  not  hesitate. 
When  we  reflect  that  our  property  is  seized  by 
almost  every  ntltion;  that  the  laws  and  usages 
of  nations  are  disregarded  by  nearly  all  Europe; 
that  their  conduct  has  been  lately  marked  wiihi 
a  degree  of  perfidy  and  rapacity  unexampled  in 
the  history  of  the  civilized  world;  that  they 
have  in  -fact  become  States  of  Barbary ;  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  we  ought  not,  as  regards  them, 
to  be  over  nice  or  squeamish  upon  questions  of 
this  sort.  Shall  we  sit  here  with  our  arms  folded 
until  the  enemy  is  at  our  gates?  If  we  waste 
our  time  in  discussion  and  refining  abstract  ques- 
tions of  right  aod  wrong,  we  shall  lose  our  inde- 
pendence, and  we  shall  deserve  to  lose  it.  I  had 
hoped  this  bill  would  have  passed  without  much 
debate;  I  know  the  people  are  tired  of  long 
speeches  and  documents.  This  fondness  for 
lengthy  discussions,  has  even  drawn  upon  Con- 
gress the  reproaches  of  the  ladies ;  they  begin  to 
say— "-less  talk,  more  action. 

After  Mr.  Pope  had  concluded, 

Mr.  PicKEBiNG  said  this  was  a  subject  of  great 
importance^  and  ought  not  to  be  hurried  to  a  de- 
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cisioD  on  the  first  day  of  dineossion.  Thfs  was 
the  first  time  the  claim  of  the  United  States  bad 
been  presented  to  the  Senate  in  a  shape  to  afford 
■cope  for  discussion.  He  wished  time  for  con- 
sideration, and  raoTed  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  to  Monday. 

Motion  lost— ayes  5.    It  was  then  moved  to 
postpone  it  until  to*morrow,  and  carried. 


Frioat,  December  28. 

Mr.  Lbib  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  quartermaster's 
department ;  and  the  bill  was  read  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. . 

Mr.  HoBSEY  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  authorizing  the  sale  and  grant  of  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  public  land  to  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company ;  and  the  bill  was 
read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  the  me- 
flttorial  of  David  Phillips  and  others,  brass  founders 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  the  removal  of 
the  duty  on  the  importation  of  zinc  or  spelter,  for 
reasons  therein  stated;  and  the  memorial  was 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  bilL  entitled  ^^An  act  to  authorize  the  Sec* 
retary  of  war  to  ascertain  and  settle,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  Commissioners,  the  exterior  line  of 
the  public  land  at  West  Point,  with  the  adjoining 
proprietor."  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Potoipac 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Brent  presented  tfie  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria, 
praying  the  renewal  of  their  charter  of  incorpo- 
ration, for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  petition, 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise; and  Messrs.  Bremt,  Cbamplim,  and  Robin- 
BON.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Dana  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  benefit 
of  seamen  of  the  United  Slates. 

OCCUPATION  OF  WEST  FLORIDA. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  respecting  the  territory  west  of  the  Perdido. 

Mr.  Horset  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 

Mr.  President:  The  bill  under  consideration 
contains  two  important  provisions.  The  first  in 
effect  incorporates  with  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
the  province  of  West  Florida  east  of  the  Mis- 
aissippi,  as  far  as  the  river  Perdido;  the  second 
extends  to  that  part  of  the  province  thus  incor- 
porated the  laws  now  in  force  within  the  said 
Territory. 

^  These  provisions  naturally  involve  two  ques- 
tions: first,  whether  the  United  States  have  a 
l^ood  title  to  that  part  of  the  province  described 
in  the  bill ;  and  secondly,  whether  it  would  be 
expedient  for  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  take  possession  of  it  by  force. 

Before  I  proceed  to  consider  these  questions,  I 
beg  leave,  Mr.  President,  to  advert  to  what  may 
be  considered  a  preliminary  question.    I  refer  to  | 


the  authority  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  to  issue  his  proclamation  and  the  accom- 
panying orders  of  the  27th  of  August  last,  di- 
recting the  forcible  occufiaiion  of  that  territory. 
I  deem  it  material  to  consider  this  point,  because, 
if  the  proclamation  were  unauthorized,  then  Con- 
gress are  not  committed  by  it,  nor  are  they  bound 
to  give  it  their  sanction. 

If  the  President  had  an]r  authority  to  issue  this 
proclamation,  that  authority  must  have  been  de- 
rived either  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stales  or  under  some  act  or  acts  of  Congresa. 
The  President  has  no  power  which  does  not  pro- 
ceed from  one  or  the  other  of  these  sources.  The 
Constitution  has  given  to  Congress  the  exclusive 

Power  of  making  laws  and  declaring  war — to  the 
'resident  the  power  of  executing  the  laws  of  the 
Union.  The  powers  of  the  one  are  legislative, 
of  the  other  executive.  The  question  then  would 
be,  whether  the  President  in  issuing  this  procla- 
mation has  not  transcended  the  limits  of  his 
powers. 

Sir,  what  is  the  nature  and  import  of  this  pro- 
clamation ?  In  my  humble  conception  both  le- 
gislation and  war.  War^because  it  directs  the 
occupation  of  this  territory  by  a  military  force. 
The  regular  troops  of  the  United  Slates  are  oi^ 
dered  to  march,  and  if  they  should  not  be  found  ad- 
equate to  the  object,  the  Governors  of  the  Orleans 
and  Mississippi  Territories  are  directed  to  call 
out  the  militia  of  their  respective  territories,  to 
co-operate  with  the  regular  forces.  But  we  shall 
be  told,  sir,  that  the  President,  in  issuing  this  pro- 
clamation, has  taken  the  precaution  to  direct  that 
incaseany  particular  place,  however  small,  should 
remain  in  possession  of  a  Spanish  force,  the  com- 
manding Qjfiicer  is  not  to  proceed  to  employ  force 
against  it,  but  to  make  immediate  report  thereof 
to  the  Secretary  of  State..  Suppose  while  your 
commanding  officer  is  making  this  report,  the 
Spanish  force  sallies  out  and  makes  an  attack 
upon  your  arm v,  or  suppose  a  Spanish  army,  with 
Governor  Folcli  at  their  hend,s1iould  march  from 
East  Florida  with  the  view  of  repelling  the  in- 
vasion of  this  territory ;  what  are  Governor  Clai- 
borne and  his  army  to  do?  Ground  their  arms 
and  surrender  themselves  prisoners  of  war;  or 
are  they,  sir,  to  drop  their  muskets  and  take  to 
their  heels?  These  are  the  only  alternatives 
presented— they  roust  either  surrender,  run.  or 
fight.  And  who  will  doubt  which  of  these  alter- 
natives the  gallantry  of  an  American  army  would 
impel  them  to  choose!  Sir,  a  conflict  would  be 
inevitable. 

But  while  the  President  has  been  so  affectedly 
cautious  with  respect  to  a  Spanish  force,  he  has 
overlooked  altogether  the  contingency  of  resist- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  revolutionists.  These 
patriots  it  would  seem  had  called  a  convention 
and  issued  a  declaration  of  independence,  and 
now  it  appears  have  formed  and  established  a  reg- 
ular Governmept,  which  is  organized  and  in  op 
oration.  If  these  proceedings  are  not  all  a  sham, 
the  territory  in  question  is  now  in  the  possession 
of  a  people  claiming  to  be  sovereign  and  indepen- 
dent ;  and  is  it  supposable  that  this  people  can 
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behare  so  dastardly  as  to  tubmit,  without  a  strag- 
gle, to  the  ioeursion  of  a  hostile  army,  whose 
avowed  object  is  the  eooquest  of  the  couotty  and 
the  sabYersion  of  its  coostitution  and  independ- 
eoee?  And  here  permit  me  to  remark,  that  the 
siyJe  aad  tenor  of  the  tetter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  the  i5th  of  Norember,  1810,  to 
Governor  Holmes,  io  answer  to  the  letter  of  the 
President  of  the  convention  prayioj;  the  recognt- 
tion  and  protection  of  the  United  States,  are  not 
admirably  calcoiated  to  give  a  welcome  reception 
to  the  Americmn  Army.  If  then  resistance  should 
be  offered  on  the  part  of  the  const iititiona lists, 
what  isyoor  army  to  do?  The  orders  contain 
no  proviso  in  tbia  particular,  requiring  that  the 
fact  should  be  reported  to  the  Department  of 
State;  but  their  clear  intent  is,  that  force  should 
be  employed.  Under  such  circumstances  is  it  not 
to  be  expected  that  this  measure  of  the  Bzecutire 
will  result  in  war?  Is  it  not  to  be  expected,  that 
either  the  Spaniards  or  the  ConTentionalists  will 
aitempt  to  repel  this  palpable  infringement  upon 
their  rights  and  territory  ? 

Bot,  sir,  this  proclamation  Is  not  only  war,  but 
it  n  an  act  of  legislation  too.  It  annexes  the  ter- 
ritory in  question  to  the  Orleans  Territory;  it 
creates  a  governor;  it  enacts  laws,  and  appro- 
priates money.  It  gives  the  Governor  of  the  Or- 
leans Territory  all  the  authorities  and  functions 
over  thij  particular  territory  which  he  possesses 
by  virtue  of  bis  office  z^  coveraor.  and  makes  an 
appropriation  of  m  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding 
twenty  thousand  dollars.  Thi»  proclamation  is 
sabstantially  the  bill  under  discussion,  except  that 
it  goes  much  farther.  The  first  section  of  the 
biU  only  contains  an  annexation  of  the  territory 
in  qoestion  to  the  Orleans  Territory — this  the 
proeiamation  has  already  done.  The  second  sec- 
tion only  extends  the  laws  of  that  territory  to  the 
particular  territory  in  question — and  this  too  the 
proclamation  has  already  done.  The  only  ma- 
terial difference  in  fact  existing  between  the  pro- 
clamation and  this  bill  is,  that  the  proclamation 
contains  the  farther  and  important  provision  for 
nbiog  the  troops  and  the  money  necessary  for 
carrying  it  into  execution.  And  here,  sir,  I  wilt 
take  the  liberty  to  remark  that  I  do  not  consider 
this  bill  the  only  one  intended  on  this  subject. 
This  is  a  mere  entering  wedge — when  this  is 
pa5sed,  Congress  are  committed  to  pass  another, 
providing  the  necessary  military  and  pecuniary 
means  to  carry  this  act  into  execution ;  and  indeed 
1  should  not  be  surprised,  if,  before  the  close  of 
the  session,  a  bill  were  introduced  to  take  posses- 
sion of  Bast  as  well  as  West  Florida. 

If  the  President  had  no  power  under  the  Con- 
ttitation  to  issue  this  (Proclamation,  I  think  it 
equally  clear  be  had  none  under  any  existing 
laws  of  Congress.  The  act  of  the  31st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1803,  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  take  pnssession  of  and  occupy  the 
territory  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States, 
by  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  en  the  30ih  of 
April,  1803,  I  apprehend,  expired  on  the  1st  day 
of  October,  1804;  to  which  period  it  was  limited 
by  the  first  section  of  the  act  for  erecting  Louisi- 


ana into  two  Territories,  and  providing  for  the 
temporary  government  thereof,  passed  the  20th 
day  of  March,  1804. 

This  section  enacts,  that  '*  the  act  passed  the 
'  Slstday  of  October,  entitled  ^An  act  to  enable  the 

*  President  of  the  United  States  to  take  possession 

*  of  the  territories  ceded  by  France  to  the  United 

*  Slates,  by  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris,  on  the 
'  30th  day  of  April,  1803;  and  for  the  temporary 

*  government  thereof,'  shall  continue  in  force  untti 
'  the  1st  day  of  October,  1804,  anything;  therein  to- 
^  the  contrary  notwithstanding ;  on  which  said  1st 
'day  of  October,  this  act  shall  commence,  an<l 
'  have  full  force,  and  shall  continue  in  force  lor  and 
'  during  the  term  of  one  year,  and  to  the  end  of 
'  the  next  session  of  Congress,  which  may  happen 
'  thereafter."  Let  it  be  recollected  that  at  the  time 
this  last  mentioned  act  passed,  the  President  had 
fulfilled  his  powers,  under  the  act  of  the  31st  of 
October,  1803,  so  far  as  it  respected  the  taking 
possession  of  Louisiana.  Possession  had  been 
actually  and  formally  delivered,  ainl  the  stock 
created  and  transferred  to  the  French  Govern* 
meiit,  according  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty. 
Besides,  the  very  nature  and  design  of  the  act  of 
the  26tn  March,  independent  of  the  express  lim- 
itation, superseded  the  act  of  the  31st  or  October. 

But  it  is  said,  there  are  acts  of  Congress,  which, 
though  contemplating  a  present  possession  in  a 
foreign  authority,  also  contemplate  an  ultimate 
possession  by  the  United  States  under  which 
the  proclamation  may  be  justifiea,  even  though 
the  act  of  the  31st  of  October  should  have  ex- 
pired. The  acts  here  referred  to,  I  understand  to 
be.  the  act  of  the  34th  of  February,  1804,  for  lay- 
ing and  collecting  duties  within  the  territories 
ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States,  the  act 
ahovementioned  of  the  26th  of  March,  erecting 
Louisiana  into  two.  Territories,  and  the  act  of  the 
2d  of  March,  1805,  authorizing  the  establishment 
of  a  Oo  vera  men  t  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
similar  to  the  Gkiveroment  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory. The  President  himself  admits,  in  his  mes« 
sage  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  that  those  laws 
contemplate  a  present  poaseanon  in  a  foreign 
Power  ;  but  be  further  says,  they  contemplate  an 
eventual  possession  by  the  United  States.  But, 
sir,  let  me  ask  what  sort  of  possession  ?  A  pos- 
session by  force  7  No,  sir,  not  a  single  provision 
can  be  shown  to  justify  such  a  construction.  But 
a  possession  to  ble  obtained  by  a  friendly  negotia- 
iion,  I  am  warranted  in  this  construction,  not 
merely  by  the  letter  of  those  hws,  by  the  lapse 
of  time  since  their  enactment,  by  the  express 
official  declaration  of  Mr.  Madison  himself,  while 
Secretary  of  State.  It  is  a  notorious  fact,  that 
when  the  act  of  the  24th  of  February  passed,  the 
Marquis  D'Yrujo,  then  the  Minister  ofHis  Cath- 
olic Majesty  in  the  United  States,  in  a  solemn 
form^  protested  against  that  law ;  and  that  Mr. 
Madison,  by  a  letter  dated  on  the  19th  of  March, 
assured  the  Marquis  that  the  provisions  relating 
to  Louisiana  ^  would  not  be  extended  beyond  the 
'  acknowledged  limits  of  the  United  States,  until 
'  it  ^ball  be  rendered  expedient  hvfriendly  elucida- 

*  tionandadjvHmenia  with  His  Catholic  Majesty." 
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Upon  the  whole,  sir,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
discover  the  shadow  of  authority,  on  the  ground 
of  which  the  President  issued  this  proclamation, 
ile  has  recited  none,  amidst  ail  his  recitals,  and 
done  appears  to  me  but  his  own  mere  will  and 
pleasure. 

The  act  I  therefore  cannot  view  in  any  other 
light  than  an  unwarrantable  assumption  of  power 
4ind  a  violation  of  the  Constitution. 

Considering  then,  sir,  this  act  of  the  Executive 
as  illegal  and  unauthorized,  we  ara  fully  at  liberty 
to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  the  great  ques- 
tions of  title  and  expediency ;  a  task  which  i 
will  proceed  to  discharge  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

The  first  I  propose  to  examine  is,  the  title  of 
the  United  States  to  the  territory  in  question. 
With  respect  to  this,  I  perceive,  it  unfortunately 
happens  that  honorable  gentlemen  who  support 
the  bill  do  not  precisely  accord  in  sentiment. 
The  gentleman  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Bradlbt) 
has  frankly  conceded  that  the  United  States  ac- 
quired no  title  under  the  Treaty  of  St.  Hdefonso. 
Another  gentleman  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,) 
has  declared  that  the  United  States  did  derive  a 
title  under  that-treaty  and  disclaims  the  title  set 
up  bv  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vermont. 
I  shall  not  undertake  to  decide  which  of  the  two 
gentlemen  is  right,  if  either  be,  hot  shall  contend, 
and  humbly  expect  to  prove,  that  both  are  wrong. 

What  is  the  nature  of  the  title  set  up  by  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  ?  Not  under  the  treaty, 
be  has  candidly  owned,  but  he  supposes  a  title  to 
exist  on  the  ground  of  certain  quaint  principles 
of  the  common  law,  relative  to  the  doctrines  of 
estoppel  and  occupancy.  I  am  extremely  happy, 
sir,  to  find  that  honorable  gentleman  introducing 
the  common  law  as  authority  upon  this  floor, 
especially  on  so  great  an  occasion.  His  doctrines 
certainly  evince  both  research  and  inffenuity,and 
show  that  he.  like  many  with  whom  ne  acts,  has 
not  absolutely  lost  his  vcBeration  for  the  black 
letter.  What  are  his  doctrines?  Why  in  the 
first  place,  he  says,  admitting  that  Spain  did  not 
cede  Florida  to  France  by  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ilde- 
fonso,  and  admitting  that  France  had  no  title  to 
Florida  on  the  30th  of  April,  1803,  when  she 
ceded  Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  yet,  as 
France  has  since  acquired  a  title  to  the  crown  of 
Spain  and  her  colonies,  and  as  the  French  Pleni- 
potentiary, when  the  treaty  of  30th  of  April,  1803, 
was  executed,  did  state  and  induce  the  American 
Ministers  to  understand  and  believe  that  Florida 
was  comprehended  in  the  cession,  why  the  title, 
though  France  had  it  not  when  the  treaty  was 
Bigned,  yet  havin^r  it  subsequently,  immediately 
attached  in  the  United  States^  and  France  is 
estopped  from  sayine  anything  to  the  contrary. 
This  argument,  sir,  begs  everything:  1st.  That 
the  declarations  on  the  part  of  the  French  Min- 
ister were  made;  2dly,  that  being  made  they 
would  operate  to  pass  the  title  contrary  to  the 
express  letter  of  the  treaty;  and  lastly,  that 
France  has  acquired  a  good  title  to  the  crown  of 
Spain  and  her  colonies.  1  will  yield  to  the  gen- 
tleman his  first  proposition,  and  grant,  as  he  seenis 
to  desire  it,  that  these  representations  wera  aiade 


— and  what  do  they  prove?  Not  that  the  title 
passed,  but  that  the  French  Minister  was  too  deep 
for  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  and,  to  use  a 
jockey  phrase,  took  them  in.  Sir,  the  only  leg^al 
effect  of  such  a  fraud  would  be,  to  violate  the 
treaty — to  annul  the  contract.  France,  to  be 
Kure^  would  be  bound  upon  principles  of  equity 
to  refund  the  purchase  money. 

If  then,  sir,  I  am  correct  in  stating,  that  do 
conversations  or  verbal  declarations,  howcFer 
fraudulent,  would  operate  to  conuol  or  vary  the 
plain  letter  and  intent  of  the  treaty,  as  appeariqg^ 
on  the  iace  of  it,  then  upon  the  gentleman's  owa 
acknowledgments  no  title  to  Florida  could  have 
passed  to  the  United  States  under  the  treaty  of 
1803.  For  the  gentleaaan  has  unequivocally  ad- 
mitted that  Florida  was  not  ceded  by  Spain  to 
France  hj  the  treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  and  France. 
it  is  admitted  on  all  sides,  by  the  treaty  of  180^ 
only  ceded  to  the  United  states  Louisiana,  aa 
fully,  and  in  the  same  manner  she  acquired  it 
from  Spain  bjr  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso ;  nor, 
sir,  can  I  admit  that  France  has  acquired  a  legiii* 
mate  title  to  the  crown  and  colonies  of  Spain, 
which  must  also  appear  before  the  gentleman  cao 
avail  himself  of  his  argument.  What,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, is  the  nature  of  this  title  1  Was  it  obtained 
bona^fide  for  a  fair  and  full  consideration  ?  No, 
sir,  but  by  the  most  abominable  perfidy,  corrup- 
tion, and  duress,  of  which  the  pages  ot  history 
furnish  an  example.  Was  not  the  royal  family 
decoyed  by  artifice  from  Madrid  to  Bayonoe? 
Was  not  the  old  Monarch  oompeiied  to  resiga  his 
crown  to  Ferdinand  the  Seventh,  and  was  not  tikat 
Prince  a  prisoner  of  Bonaparte;  and,  while  in 
this  condition,  and,  for  aught-we  know,  the  bayo- 
net at  his  breast,  or  the  cup  to  his  lips,  con- 
strained to  resign  his  crown  to  the  Emperor  (»f 
France?  Sir,  what  sort  of  title  is  this?  Upon 
the  eternal  principles  of  justice,  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  the  common  law  and  common  aenae, 
an  instrument  thus  obtained  is  not  obligatory  on 
the  party  executing  it. 

But  have  the  people  of  Spain  acquiesced  ?  No, 
sir;  the  instant  publicity  was  given  to  the  trans* 
action  they  became  indignant,  and  with  one 
voice  rose,  resolved  to  resist  this  usurpation.  To 
this  hour  they  have  not  submitted. 

But  the  gentleman  has  said  that  Spain  is  no 
longer  able  to  hold  Florida;  that  foreign  emia- 
saries  will  take  it  i£  the  United  Sutes  do  not, 
and  that  it  may  be  lawfully  taken  by  the  United 
States  on  the  ground  of  the  law  of  occupancy. 

That  title  may  be  acquired  by  occupancy  ia 
not  to  be  doubted.  It  is  the  mode  bv  which  title 
to  property  was  originally  acquired ;  but  to  ob- 
tain a  title  in  this  way  the  country  must  be  va- 
cant, uninhabited  and  not  claimed  by  another 
proprietor.  But  in  this  instance  is  the  territory 
vacant— or  uninhabited — or  abandoned  by  ita 
proprietors?  No,  air.  The  territory  is  either  in 
the  possession  of  Spain  and  claimed  by  her,  or  of 
the  revolutionbts,  and  if  either  be  in  possession, 
by  the  law  of  occupancy,  you  have  no  right  to 
disturb  them.  Clearly  then,  sir,  upon  the  prin- 
ciples and  admissioas  of  the  honorable  gentle^ 
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naa  from  Yermoot,  the  United  States  brnve  no 
tide  to  Fhiridm* 

And  DOW,  sir,  with  tlie  indulgeiMe  of  the  Sen* 
ate,  I  will  |>roeeed  to  eonsider  as  briefly  as  pos« 
sible  the  aattire  of  this  title  as  derived  uoder  the 
Treaty  of  St.  lldc^oDso.  Here,  it  will  begraoted. 
1  meet  the  qoestion  fairly.  This,  I  presume,  is 
the  title  relied  opon,  as  well  by  the  fixecotire  as 
the  majority  of  the  supporters  of  this  bill. 

In  order  fally  to  itoderstaad  this  subject,  it  is 
necessary  to  inqnire  into  the  principal  cause  of 
the  war  of  175&  The  eastern  boundary  of  Lou- 
isiana, I  beiieTe,  was  the  chief  cause  of  that  wan 
The  Freoch  were  in  the  possession  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi,  and  claimed  as  |»rt  of  LfOOisiana  not 
only  ih«  country  to  the  west  of  that  river,  but 
east  as  far  as  the  Alleghany  moontAlos.  Franca 
haring  this  claim,  aad  being  in  possession  ot 
Canada,  conceived  tbe  project  of  uniting  Louisi- 
ana witk  Canada.  To  accomplish  her  purpose 
she  established  a  line  of  posts  from  the  Lakes  to 
the  Ohio,  and  commenced  encroachments  upon 
the  then  British  colonies.  These  encroachments 
she  was  pressing  so  far  that  Gkeat  Britain  per- 
ceived it  would  be  necessary  to  repel  them.  This 
brought  on  the  war  of  '56,  which,  after  a  bloody 
conflict  of  seven  years,  terminated  disastrously 
to  France  and  her  allies,  aad  resulted  in  the  ti- 
tabtishmeot  of  the  Mississippi,  tfa«  Iberville,  and 
the  lakes  Manrepas  and  Pontcbartrain,  as  the 
hoQodary  of  Louiataoa,  giving  to  Qreat  Britain 
all  the  territory  on  the  east  of  that  hottadary,  ex.- 
eepc  the  island  and  town  of  New  Orleans,  and  to 
France  aU  upon  the  west,  including  the  island 
aad  town  of  New  Orleans. 

A  more  particular  examination  of  the  results 
of  this  war  is  important.  By  it  France  lost  Can- 
ada and  most  of  her  West  India  islands.  Spain, 
the  ally'  of  France,  lost  Cnba,  By  the  preliminary 
articles  of  peace  between  Great  Britain,  France, 
and  Spain,  signed  at  Rontainbleau,  and  dated  the 
3d  November,  1762,  France  renounced  all  pre- 
tensions to  Nova  Scotia,  and  ceded  and  guaran- 
tied to  his  Britannic  Majesty  in  foil  right,  Canada, 
wiih  all  its  dependencies.  The  6th  article  stipu* 
lates,  ^  In  order  to  re-establJsh  peace  on  the  most 

*  solid  and  lasting  foundations  and  to  removeevery 

*  subijcct  of  dispute,  with  re^rd  to  the  limits  of 
'  the  British,  and  French  territories  on  the  cooti- 
'  nent  of  North  America :  it  is  agreed  that  for  the 

*  future  the  confines  between  the  dominions  of 
'  His  Britannic  Majesty  aad  those  of  his  most 
^  Christian  Majesty,  (French  King,)  in  that  rart 
'  of  the  world, shall  be  irrevocably  fixed  by  a  line 

*  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river  Mississippi 

'  from  its  source,  as  i%x  as  the  river  Iberville,  and 

^  from  thence  by  a  line  drawn  along  the  middle  of 

'  this  river,  and  of  the  lakes  Maurepas  and  Poot- 

'  chartrain  to  the  sea ;  and  to  this  purpose,  the 

^  most  Christian  King  cedes  in  fall  right,  and  guar- 

^  antics  to  His  Britannic  Ma  jester,  the  river  and 

*  port  of  Mobile,  (now  West  Florida,)  aad  every 

'  thing  that  he  possesses,  or  ought  to  have  posses- 

*'  sed  on  the  left  (east)  side  of  the  river  Mississippi, 

'  except  the  town  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  island 

'  00  which  it  is  aitoated,  wbioh  shall  remain  to 


<  France.**  By  the  18th  article,  Qreat  Britain  re* 
stores  to  Spain  all  that  she  had  conquered  ia  the 
islaad  of  Cuba,  with  the  fortress  of  Havana. 
In  consequence  of  which  His  Catholic  Majesty 


^  North  America,  to  the  east  or  the  southeast  of 

*  the  Micsisippi,  including  Florida,  with  Fort  St. 

*  Augustine  and  thje  bay  of  Fensacola,"  (now 
consistinff  of  Sast  and  a  part  of  West  Florida.) 
By  the  cnfinitive  treaty  of  peace  and  friendship 
between  the  Kingsof  Qreat  Britain,  France,  and 
Spain,  concluded  at  Paris  on  the  10th  day  of 
February,  1763,  the  preliminary  articles  Were 
adopted,  ratified,  and  cooflraaed.  By-  another 
treaty  bearing  date  the  3d  day  of  November  176S, 
the  same  day  and  year  the  preliminary  articles 
are  dated,  as  appears  by  the  letter  to  M.  L'Abba- 
dte,  which  I  will  presently  refer  to,  France  cedes 
Louisiana  to  Spain,  together  with  the  town  and 
island  of  New  Orleans.  This  last  mentioned 
treaty  has  never  been  published,  but  the  letter  of 
the  King  of  Frince  to  M.  L'Abbadie  recites  the 
purport  as  well  as  date  of  it.  This  letter  purports 
to  be  an  order  signed  by  the  King  of  France, 
dated  at  Versailles,  the  21st  April,  1764,  and  di- 
rected to  M.  L'Abbsdie,  director  general,  and 
commandant  for  His  Majesty  in  Louisiana.  This 
letter  was  published  at  New  Orleans  in  October, 
1764,  and  circulated  amongst  the  French  inhabi- 
tants there.    It  recites : 

"By  a  fpedal  act,  done  st  Fontsinblesn,  November 
9,  1763,  of  my  own  will  snd  mere  motion,  hsvfaig 
osdsd  to  my  very  dear  and  best  beloTsd  cousin  tiia 
King  of  Spun,  and  to  his  foecaMmv,  in  foil  property, 
purely  and  simply,  snd  without  sny  exceptions,  the 
whole  country  known  by  ths  nsme  of  Lonisisns,  to* 
gethsr  with  New  Orieans,  and  the  ialsod  in  which  die 
•sid  city  is  situated;  aad  by  another  act  done  at  ths 
Eseurial,  November  13,  in  the  same  year.  His  Cathc* 
Ue  Mi^ty  haviog  accepted  the  cewion  of  the  ssid 
country  of  Louisians,  and  the  dty  snd  island  of  New 
Orleans,  agreeably  to  the  copies  of  the  said  acts» 
which  you  will  find  hereunto  annexed ;  I  write  you 
this  letter  to  inform,  you,  that  my  intention  is,  that  oa 
the  receipt  of  these  presenti ,  whether  tbey  come  to 
your  hands  by  the  officers  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  or 
directly  by  such  French  Tessels  as  may  be  charged 
with  the  ssme,  yon  are  to  deliver  up  to  the  governor, 
or  officer  ap|K>inted  (or  that  purpose  bv  the  King  of 
Spain,  the  said  country  and  colony  of  Louisiana*  and 
the  posts  thereon  depending,  likewise  the  city  aad 
island  of  New  Orleans,  in  such  state  and  condition  as 
they  shell  be  found  to  be  in  on  the  day  of  the  said  ces- 
sion, willing  that  in  all  time  to  come  they  shall  belong 
to  His  Csthi^  Miyesty,  to  be  governed  and  admin* 
isteied  by  his  governors  and  officers,  and  as  possessed 
by  him  in  full  property,  without  sny  exceptions." 

From  this  document,  and  the  treaties  referred 
to.  it  appears  that  in  the  month  of  October,  1764, 
wben  the  whole  of  Louisiana,  with  the  islsnd  and 
lown  of  New  Orleans,  was  delivered  to  Spain, 
tnatOreat  Britain  was  in  the  peaceable  possession 
of  alt  the  coontry  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi. 
That  with  respect  to  Florida  particularly,  Qreat 
Britaia  was  in  possession,  and  nobody  dreamed  at 
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that  time,  that  Florida  either  East  or  West,  was 
any  part  of  Louisiana.  Had  it  been  so  coasideied, 
uoder.  the  orders  of  the  Freoeh  King,  to  deliver 
the  whole  of  the  province  to  Spain,  undoabtedlf 
Florida  would  have  been  delivered. 

Immediately  after  the  cession  of  '62-3,  Great 
Britain  took  fKissesaion  of  ail  the  country  on  the 
east  of  the  Mississippi,  except  only  the  town  and 
islaad  of  New  Orleans,  and,  m  the  year  1763  or  4, 
erected  Old  Florida,  Pensacola,  the  river  and 
port  of  Mobile,  d&c,  into  two  distinct  provin* 
ces,  under  the  name  of  East  and  West  Florida, 
names  which  they  have  borne  ever  since.  In 
1783,  at  the  close  ot  our  Revolutionary  war.  Oreat 
Britain  ceded  to  Spain  East  and  West  Florida, 
which,  from  that  period  to  the  present  time,  have 
been  held  by  Spain  under  these  names,  as  sepa- 
rate provinces  from  Louisiana.  In  the  year  1800, 
when  Spain  was  in  possession  of  East  and  West 
Florida  and  Louisiana,  as  three  several  and  dis- 
tinct provinces,  the  famous  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso 
was  concluded,  whereby  Spain  ^retrocedes  to 

*  France  the  colony  or  province  of  Louisiana^  with 

*  the  same  extent  that  it  now  has  in  the  hands  of 
<  Spain,  and  that  it  had  when  France  possessed  it; 


treaty  was  in  th^  French  ianguage,  and  it  is  hj 
that  we  are  to  be  governed.  The  expresaioa  in 
the  original  is  "  Sa  Majestft  Catholiqoe  procnit 
el  s'ensage,  de  son  cote,  cr  r^roeeder  ii  la  Kepub- 
lique  Fraogatse,"  dbc.  A  retrooeder  signify iog 
to  retrocede,  to  restore,  or  to  use  a  teroi  familiar 
in  the  State  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  rr- 
eonvey  the  colony  of  Louisiana  to  France,  as  it 
was  when  France  conveyed  it  to  Spain.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Pops,) 
pressed  by  this  argument,  could  only  get  roand 
It  by  alleging  that  the  original  treaty  between 
France  and  Spain  was  dated  in  1761,  prior  to 
the  settlement  of  the line  and  the  cessions  to  Great 
Britain.  But,  unfortunately,  he  could  not  pro- 
duce one  little  of  authentic  evidence  to  establish 
bis  position,  a  position  absolutely  negatived  bf 
the  official  letter  to  M.  L'Abbadie.  But  that 
gentleman  has  further  told  us,  that  from   the 


words  ''  with  the  same  extent  it  now  has  in  the 
^  hands  of  Spain,  and  that  it  had  wbea  Prance 
*  possessed  it,  and  such  as  it  should  be  after  the 
^  treaties  subsequently  entered  into  between  other 
^  States,"  an  intention  may  be  raised  to  inclnde 
Florida.     I  fully  subscribe  to  the  gentleman's 


<  and  such  as  it  should  be  after  the  treaties  subse-   I'ule,  that  we  must  give  such  a  construction  to 
*  quenlly  entered  into  between  Spain  and  other    **""  "*  i--!- —  *l  ^ 

'  States."  This  treaty  likewise  has  not  been  pub- 
lished, but  the  part  just  referred  to  is  cited  in  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  France  of 
the  30th  of  April,  1S03,  whereby  France  cedep  to 
the  United  States  Louisiana,  as  fully  and  in  the 
same  manner  as  she  acquired  it  of  Spain  by.  the 
Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso.  Spain  delirered  posses- 
sion in  pursuance  of  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso  to 
France,  and  France,  in  pursuance  of  the  treaty  of 
1803,  delivered  possession  to  the  United  States, 
both  Powers  receiving  the  country  on  the  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  with  the  island  and  city  of 
New  Orleans,  like  Spain  originally  received  it 
fVom  France,  as  the  whole  of  Louisiana. 

I  have  now,  I  believe,  sir,  given  a  full  and  I 
trust  fair  and  correct  statement  of  the  evidences 
and  facts  relative  to  the  question  of  title. .  A  few 
remarks  will  close  what  I  have  to  say  on  this 
head.  The  letter  from  the  King  of  France  to 
M.  L'Abbadie,  is  a  very  important  document.  It 
shows  that  the  King  of  France,  under  whom  we 
claim,  and  by  whose  admissions  we  are  bound,  so 
long  ago  as  1764,  treated  and  considered  the  coun- 
try on  the  west  of  the  Mississippi  as  the  whole  of 
Louisiana.  That,  so  considering  it,  he  ceded  and 
delivered  it  to  Spain,  together  with  the  island 
and  town  of  New  Orleans,  from  which  latter 
words  it  may  be  inferred  that  even  the  island  and 
town  of  New  Orleans  were  then  not  considered  a 
part  of  Louisiana.  In  1800,  when  Spain  ceded 
back  the  colony  of  Louisiana  to  France,  that 
countrjr  was  only  known  on  the  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. The  war  of  '56,  and  the  treaties  of  '62- 
3,  haa  fixed  the  line  and  obliterated  forever  the 
name  of  Louisiana  on  the  east  of  that  river. 

The  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  of  1800,  is  a  mere 
treaty  of  retrocea$um.  The  translation  purports 
to  be  a  treaty  of  cession,  it  is  true,  but  acknowl- 
edged on  all  sidea  to  be  erroneous.'  The  original 


the  treaty,  and  particularly  to  the  passage  jnst 
fbferred  to,  as  will  give  effect,  if  possible,  to  all 
the  parts ;   and  this  I  apprehend  may  be  done 
without  having  recourse  to  the  forced  construc- 
tion contended  for.    In  the  first  place,  the  two 
first  members  of  the  passage  mav  be  reconciled 
and.  have  effect  by  considering  them  as  a  two* 
fold  description  of  the  same  territory.     From 
abundant  caution  it  is  not  uncommon  to  give 
various  descriptions  of  the  same  object.    Some- 
times the  name  is  simply  used,  sometimes  it  is 
described  by  metes  and  bounds,  and  sometimes 
by  the  names  of  the  adjacent  countries.     Some- 
time a  twofold,  and  sometimes  a  threefold  de- 
scription is  given.  And  upon  a  critical  examina- 
tion, I  think  it  will  be  found  that  this  is  the  only 
true  construction  the  instrument  will  bear.     If 
you  give  it  the  construction  the  gentleman  con- 
tends for^  to  wit :  that  the  second  member  of  the 
passage  is  an  extension  of  the  description  given 
by  the  first,  then  the  second  includes  the  first, 
and  of  consequence  the  first  would  be  nugatory 
and  superfluous ;  which  would  be  doing  violence 
to  the  gentleman's  own  rule  of  construction. 
But  if  the  gentleman  will  insist  on  giving  to  the 
second  member  an  enlarged  or  extended  sense,  it 
may  be  done  by  applying  it  to  the  western  boun- 
daries of  Louisiana.    It  is  said  that  when  France 
ceded  Louisiana  to  Spain,  ia  '62,  the  country  ex- 
tended on  the  west  to  the  river  Sabine,  and  that 
Spain,  prior  to  the  treaty  of  1806,  detached  from 
Louisiana  the  terrritory  south  of  the  waters  emp- 
tying into  the  Red  river,  and  erected  it  into  a  new 
proTince  under  the  name  df  the  **  Province  of 
Texas.''  >  Sir,  the  operations  on  the  Sabine  are 
memorable.    It  is  well  known  how  mysteriously 
they  were  suspended  by  an  arrangement  in  1806, 
by  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  Spaniards  should 
not  cross  the  Sabine,  and  that  the  Americans 
should  not  extend  their  settlements  as  far  as  that 
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river.  Aod  for  this  purpose,  to  prevent  eolUsioos, 
uotilihe  difference  sboald  be  settled,  instructions 
vere  given  that  no  surTeys  sbonld  be  made  west 
of  a  meridian  passing  by  Nachitoebes. 

If  the  gentleman  is  not  satisfied  by  travelling 
to  the  west,  by  going  to  tbe  east  be  may  find  an 
application — Uie  town  and  island  of  New  Or- 
leans, wbicb,  though  named  in  the  cession  to 
Spain,  are  not  named  in  the  treaty  of  retroces- 
sion to  France. 

As  to  the  third  member  of  tbe  passage,  it  is  a 
formal  provision  introduced  into  most  treaties, 
and  would  be  understood  if  not  expressed.  Of 
course  tbe  cession  would  be  subject  to  prior  trea- 
ties  witii  other  States.  In  1795,  Spain  concluded 
a  treaty  with  the  United  States,  whereby  she 
agrees  that  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  in 
its  whole  breadth  from  its  source  to  the  ocean, 
shall  be  free  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
aod  that  they  shall  have  the  right  to  deposite 
their  merchandise  and  effects  in  tbe  port  oi  New 
Orleans,  free  of  duty  for  three  years^  and  after 
that  period,  H  tbe  privilege  is  not  extended  at 
the  port  of  New  Orleans^  she  is  to  assiffu  to  the 
United  States^  on  another  part  of  |he  hanks  of 
the  Mississippi,  an  equivalent  establishment.  To 
these  provisions  the  clause  in  question  I  appre* 
hend  refers. 

The  hddinf  or  possession  of  Louisiana  is  cor- 
respondent with  the  eonstruetion  I  have  given 
the  treaty.  When  possession  was  originally  de- 
lirered  by  France  to  Spain,  Florida  was  not  de- 
livered or  considered  anv  part  of  the  cession. 
When  Louisiana,  under  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ilde- 
fonso  was  restored  to  France,  Florida  was  not 
delivered.  When  Louisiana,  under  the  treaty  of 
1803,  was  delivered  to  the  United  States,  Florida 
was  not  comprehended.  Indeed  the  Government 
of  tbe  United  States  then  treated  the  country  on 
the  west  of  tbe  Mississippi,  including  the  town 
and  island  of  New  Orleans,  as  tbe  whole  of  Loui- 
liana,  by  receiving  it  aod  paying  the  purchase 
money,  which  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  they 
were  not  bound  to  do,  and  which  by  the  act  of 
Congress  creating  the  Louisiana  stoclc  they  were 
not  aathorized  to  doj  till  after  full  and  entire  pos- 
session had  been  delivered. 

Mr.  President,  i^  it  conceivable  that  after  the 
boundary  in  question  bad  been  established  by  the 
most  solemn  compact  of  nations,  and  consecrated 
by  a  long  and  bloody  war,  and,  too,  by  a  lapse  of 
Dear  forty  years — is  it  conceivable  that  the  ter- 
ntory  in  question,  excluded  by  that  boundary, 
and  raised  into  a  distinct  province  under  a  dis- 
tinct oame^-a  name  it  ever  bore  after  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  boundary — is  it,  I  say,  sir,  con- 
ceivable, if  the  parties  meant  to  have  included 
Ibis  province  in  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  that 
it  should  not  have  been  specifically  named  ? 

I  have  now,  sir,  closed  my  remarks  on  tbe 
qnestiott  of  title,  and  will  proceed  to  consider 
very  briefly  the  only  remaining  question — that 
of  expediency. 

It  would  oe  well  for  gentlemen  to  consider 
whether  this  measure  is  not  a  depaf  ture  from  the 
just  and  pacific  policy  heretofore  professed  on 


the  part  of  tbe  United  States.  Sir^  our  poliey 
has  been  to  avoid  war.  To  this  policy  we  have 
sacrificed  many  of  our  national  rights,  and  pro- 
perty to  a  vast  amount— pocketed  indignities  and 
suffered  the  nation's  character  to  sink.  We  were 
particularly  squeamish  ip  relation  (o  St.  Domin- 

f[0,  a  colony  of  France,  when  in  a  state  of  rebel- 
ion.  We  at  that  time  carried  on, and  had  done  for 
a  lodg  time  before,  an  important  commerce  with 
that  island,  when  suddenly  we  were  called  upon 
by  tbe  French  Minister,  in  the  name  of  his  mas- 
ter, in  a  style  too  not  the  most  decorous  and  bum* 
ble,  to  relinquish  that  commerce.  And  what  did 
you  do,  sir?  Compare  the  two  cases.  Here  is  a 
Spanish  colony  in  a  state  of  rebellion*  And  what 
do  you  do  ?    Refuse  to  them  provisions  and  sup- 

E lies,  as  in  the  case  of  St.  Domingo?  No,  sir. 
^o  we  merely  aid  and  assist  the  revolutionists? 
No.  sir;  but  we  are  about, to  invade  the  colony 
and  take  it  to  ourselves.  Sir,  your  conduct 
would  have  been  consistent,  if,  instead  of  passing 
a  non-intercourse  with  St«  Domingo,  you  had 
detached  a  squadron  for  the  conquest  of  that 
island.  France  at  that  time  had  insulted  and  in- 
jured us  more  than  Spain  has  done,  and  France 
then  was  equallv  as  incapable  of  affording  pro- 
tect ibn  to  that  island  as  Spain  now  is  to  her  col- 
ony of  West  Florida. 

Sir,  what  has  been  your  conduct  heretofore 
towards  Spain?  When  she  denied  to  you  the 
right  of  navigating  the  Mississippi,  which  may 
be  considered  one  of  the  natural  rights  of  this 
country — a  right,,  too,  consecrated  by  treaty,  did 
you  go  to  war  ?  When  she  denied  to  you  the 
right  of  dejiosite  at  New  Orleans,  in  violation  of 
a  recent  treaty,  did  you  go  to  war  ?  When  she 
subjected  you  to  a  duty  or  tribute, as  some  would 
call  it,  on  the  Mobile,  did  you  ^o  to  war^  Nay^ 
sir,  when  she  committed  spoliations  on  your  com- 
merce, and  suffered  them  to  be  committed  within 
her  jurisdiction  by  another  Power,  did  you  go  to 
war?  No.  sir.  And  why?  Spain  was  then 
the  ally  ot  France.  What  has  Spain  recently 
done  to  provoke  this  act  of  aggression  upon  her 
territory  ?  What  new  offence  has  she  given  the 
United  Slates  ?  Is  it  her  determination  to  resist 
the  usurpation  of  France,  or  is  it,  that  she  has 
lately  sent  a  Minister  to  express  her  friendly  dis- 
position, to  treat  with  you  for  both  the  Floridas, 
and  pay  what  she  owes  us  for  spoliations  ? 

Do  vou  calculate  that  France  will  conquer 
Spain  ?  This,  in  my  humble  opinion,  she  will 
not  do.  France  is  not  now  contending  with  an 
armed  soldiery,  but  she  fights  an  armed  people ;. 
a  people* struggling  for  their  liberty,  their  reliffion, 
and  their  laws,  and  resolved  not  to  survive  them. 
With  such  a  cause  and  such  a  resolution,  neither 
France  nor  the  combined  Powers  of  the  earth  can 
subdue  them.  Mr  President,  what  are  to  be  the 
consequences  of  this  measure,  a  measure  adopted 
at  a  time  particularly  calculated  to  excite  the  re* 
sentment  of  Spain  and  her  allies ;  at  a  time  when 
that  people  is  pressed  on  all  sides  by  their  enemy, 
when  their  strength  is  prostrate,  when  they  bleed 
at  every  pore  and  are  almost  in  the  act  of  faint- 
ing ?    What,,  i  say  sir,  are  we  to  expect  but  theic^ 
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indignation  and  retaliation  ?  Let  it  not  be  for- 
gotten that  the  lex  taliowU  is  tiie  modern  rale, 
and  that  the  day  of  retribaiion  may  eome.  Spain 
has  ft  fleet,  and  betni;  the  ally  of  England,  caD 
seDd  them  to  sea.  Your  East  India  merchants 
may  pay  for  Florida.  Yoqr  vessels  in  the  ports 
of  Spain  and  in  the  ports  of  her  colonies  may  be 
seized  and  confiscated,  and  with  more  cause  than 
the  late  seizures  and  confiscations  of  Europe.  Sir, 
I  consider  this  bill  all  important,  and  pregnant 
with  awful  consequences.  Let  it  therefore  be 
well  considered  before  it  passes. 

In  point  of  time,  I  think  we  are  particularly 
unfortunate.  ReeoUect  the  important  crisis  of 
this  country  in  relation  to  the  belligerents  of  Eu- 
rope. France,  it  is  said,  has  rerored  her  edicts, 
and  DOW  it  remains  for  Great  Britain  to  say  whe- 
ther she  will  repeal  hers.  Let  it  be  remembered, 
that  Qreat  Britain  is  now  the  ally  of  Spain,  and, 
for  aught  we  know,  may  have  guarantied  her  co- 
lonies. Would  it  not  at  least  have  been  prudent, 
as  was  done  on  a  former  Occasion  in  relation  to 
another  Power,  to  have  inquired  what  part  she 
would  takel  If  she  is  to  act  the  part  of  an 
ally,  offensive  and  defensive,  or  of  an  allv  at  all, 
can  it  be  expected  that  she  will  revoke  her  Or- 
ders in  Council,  or  even  remain  indifferent  ?  It 
is  a  singular  circumstance,  that  tbeproc tarnation 
reviving  the  non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain 
and  the  one  for  taking  possession  of  Florida  were 
upon  the  anvil  at  the  same  time.  There  is  only 
five  days  difference  in  their  dates,  and  the  Florida 
proclamation  is  the  first.  Sir,  to  me,  they  look 
a  good  deal  like  twin  brothers. 

One  moment  more  will  cloie  my  remarks. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has 
told  us  that  Europe  Is  now  in  a  state  of  barbarism, 
and  has  emphatically  asked,  are  we  to  sit  here 
and  cavil  about  questions  of  right  1  What,  sir,  if 
Europe  has  beconie  barbarous,  is  that  a  reaton 
why  America  should  become  so  too  ?  Why  we 
should  depart  from  the  great  system  of  conduct 
which  hha  been  the  pride,  the  safety,  and  boast  of 
our  country— of  faith— of  justice — of  i)eace?  Is 
this  a  reason,  sir,  why  we  should  violate  our 
treaty  with  Spain — not  one  of  those  barbarous 
Powers,  but  one  of  the  victims  of  those  Powers? 
Is  this  a  reason  Why  we  should  commit  an  act  of 
injustice  and  violence  towards  a  people  who  have 
proffered  you  their  friendship?  Is  this  a  reason 
why  we  should  embroil  the  nation  in  war! 

I  beg  pardon,  sir,  for  having  detained  you  so 
long.  The  subject  is  important,  and,  if  I  have 
not  been  mistaken  in  my  views  of  it,  I  have 
shown  the  proclamation  unauthorized ;  that  we 
have  not  a  good  title  to  Florida ;  and  that  if  we 
had  a  claim,  it  would  liot  accord  with  the  equit- 
able and  pacific  policy  of  the  United  States  to 
assert  it  at  this  time  by  force. 

Mr.  Clay.— Mr  President,  it  would  have  grati- 
fied me  if  some  other  gentleman  had  undertaken 
to  reply  to  the  ingenious  argument  which  you 
have  just  heard.  But  not  perceiving  any  one 
disposed  to  do  so,  a  sense  of  duty  obliges  me, 
though  very  unwell,  to  claim  your  indulgence 
while  I  offer  my  sentiments  on  this  subject,  ao 


ioferesting  to  the  Union  at  large,  but  particih 
larly  to  the  western  section  of  it.  Allow  me. 
sir,  to  express  my  admiration  at  the  more  thv 
Aristidean  justice,  which,  in  a  question  of  terri- 
torial title  between  the  United  States  and  a  for* 
eign  nation,  induces  certain  gentlemen  ro  espouse 
the  pretensions  of  the  foreign  nation.  Doubtlesi 
in  any  future  negotiations,  she  will  have  toe 
much  magnanimity  to  avail  herself  of  these 
spontaneous  concessions  in  her  favor,  made  oe 
the  floor  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

It  was  to  have  been  expected,  that  in  a  ques- 
tion like  the  present,  gentlemen,  even  on  the 
same  side,  would  have  different  views,  and  al- 
though arriving  at  a  common  conclusion,  woaU 
do  so  by  various  arguments.  And  hence  tin 
honorable  gentleman  from  Vermont  entertaias 
doubts  with  regard  to  our  title  against  Spain 
while  he  feels  entirely  satisfied  of  it  against 
France.  Believinsr,<as  I  do,  that  our  title  agaiosi 
both  Powers  is  indisputable,  under  the  Treaty  of 
St.  Ildefonso  between  Spain  and  France,  and  tk 
treaty  between  the  French  Republic  and  tbe 
United  States,  f  shall  not  inquire  into  the  treach- 
ery by  which  the  King  of  Spain  is  alles^ed  to 
have  lost  his  crown;  nor  shall  I  stop  to  discas 
the  question  involved  in  the  overthrow  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy,  and  how  far  the  power  d 
Spain  ougbt  to  be  considered  as  merged  in  that 
of  France.  I  shall  leave  the  honorable  gentle 
man  from  Delaware  to  mourn  over  the  fortunes 
of  the  fallen  Charles.  I  have  no  commiseration 
for  princes.  My  sympathies  are  reserved  for  the 
great  mass  of  mankind,  and  1  own  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Spain  have  them  most  sincerely. 

I  will  adopt  the  course  suggested  by  the  natore 
of  the  subject,  and  pursued  by  other  gentlemeL 
of  examining  into  our  title  to  the  country  lyiog 
between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Rio  Perdido 
(which,  to  avoid  circumlocution,  I  will  call 
West  Florida,  aithouffh  it  is  not  the  whole  of  ii) 
—and  the  propriety  of  the  recent  measures  taken 
for  the  occupation  of  it.  Our  title  depends,  first, 
upoii  the  limits  of  the  province  or  colony  of 
Louisiana,  and  secondly,  upon  a  just  exposition 
of  the  treaties  before  mentioned. 

On  this  occasion  it  is  only  necessary  to  fix  the 
Eastern  boundarv.  In  order  to  ascertain  this, 
it  is  proper  to  taxe  a  cursory  view  of  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country;  the  basis  of  European  title 
to  colonies  in  America  being  prior  discovery  or 
prior  occupancv.  In  1682,  La  Salle  migrated 
from  Canada,  then  owned  by  France,  descended 
the  Mississippi  and  named  the  country,  which  it 
waters,  Louisiana.  About  1698,  D'lberville  dis- 
covered by  sea  the  mouth  of  the  Mississinpi,  es- 
tablished a  colony  at  the  Isle  Dauphine  or  Massa- 
cre, which  lies  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay  of  Mobile, 
and  one  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Mobile^  and 
was  appointed,  by  France,  governor  of  the  coun- 
try. In  the  year  1717,  the  famous  West  India 
Company  sent  inhabitants  to  the  Isle  Dauphine, 
and  round  some  of  those  who  had  been  settled 
there  under  the  auspices  of  D'lberville.  About 
theaame  period  Baloxij  near  the  Pascagoula,  was 
settled.    In  1719,  the  city  of  Kew  Orleans  was 
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laid  off,  aod  the  seat  of  the  GoTerament  of  Louisi- 
ana was  established  there.  In  1736,  the  Freoeb 
erected  a  fort  on  Tombigbee,  These  facts  prove 
that  France  had  the  actaal  possession  of  the 
country  as  far  east  as  the  Mobile  at  least.  But 
the  great  iastroment  wEich  ascertains,  beyond 
all  doubt,  that  the  oonotry  in  question  is  com- 
prehended within  the  limits  of  Louisiana,  is  one 
of  the  most  authentic  aod  solemn  character  which 
the  archives  of  the  nation  can  furnish.  I  mean 
the  patent  granted  in  1712,  by  Louis  XIV,  tt> 
Crozat.  [Here  Mr.  G.  read  such  parts  of  the 
patent  as  were  applicable  to  the  subject.*]    Ac^ 

I      ■  ■  I       '  ■  I  t  I       I  H  I  I  .n     ... 

*Extraei  frwn  ike  Grani  to  Crazai,  dated  ai  Fan: 

tambkau^  September  14^  1713. 
"  Louis,  bt  ths  eBJ.cs  ov  God,  dec. 

"  The  care  we  have  always  had  to  procure  the  wel- 
fare and  advantage  of  our  subjects,  having  induced  us, 
dbc.  to  seek  for  all  possible  opportunities  of  enlaxging 
and  extending  die  trade  of  our  American  colonies,  we 
did  in  the  year  1683  give  our  orders  to  undertakes 
discovery  of  the  countries  and  lands  which  are  situated 
in  the  northern  part  of  America,  between  New  France 
and  New  Metico ;  and  the  Sieur  de  la  Balle,  to  whom 
we   committed  ^  that  enterprise,  having  had  success 
enough  to  confirm  a'  bel&f  that  a  commnnicstion 
might  be  settled  from  New  France  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  by  means  of  large  rivets ;  this  obliged  us,  im* 
mediately  after  the  peace  of  Ryswick,  to  give  orders  for 
establishing  a  colony  there  and  maintaining  a  garrison, 
which  has  kept  and  preserved  the  possession  we  had 
taken  in  the  very  year,  1683,  of  the  lands,  coasts  and 
islands  which  are  situated  in  the  Galf  of  Mexico,  be* 
tween  Carolina  on  the  east  and  Old  and  ^ew  Mexico 
on  the  weat.    But  a  new  war  having  broke  out  shortly 
after,  there  was  no  possibility,  till  now,  of  reaping 
from  that  colony  the  advantages  that  might  have  been 
expected  from,  thence,  &c.    And  whereas,  upon  the 
informatioa  we  have  received  concerning  the  disposi* 
tion  and  situation  of  the  said  countries,  known  st  ptes* 
ent  by  the  name  of  the  Province  of  Loutsisns,  we  are 
of  opinion,  that  there  may  be  estabGshed  therein  a 
considerable  commerce,  &c.,  we  have  resolved  to  grant 
the  commerce  of  the  country  of  Louisiana  to  the  Bieur 
Anthony  Crozat,  dtc    For  these  reasons,  dbc,  we  by 
these  presents,  signed  by  our  hsnd,  have  appointed 
and  do  aupcint  the  said  Siear  Crosat  to  carry  on  a 
trade  in  sll  the  lands  possessed  bv  us,  and  bounded  by 
New  Mexico  and  by  the  lands  or  the  English  of  Caio* 
line,  all  the  eslablislmiente,  porta,  havens,  rivers;  snd 
principaUy  the  port  and  haven  of  the  Isle  Danphine^ 
heretefore  called  Massaera;  the  rtvar  of  Bt.  Lonis^ 
beretofors  called  Mississii^i,  firom  the  edge  of  the  sea 
as  far  aa  the  Illinois,  together  with  the  river  Bt.  Philips 
heretofore  called  the  Missouri,  and  of  Bt.  Jerome^ 
heretofore  called  Ouabache,  with  all  the  countries^ 
territoriea,  and  lakes  within  Isnd,  snd  the  rivers  which 

!    fall  directly  or  indirectly  into  that  part  of  the  river  Bt 

I    Louis. 

I  **  The  articles.  1.  Our  plessure  is,  that  all  the  afore* 
said  lends,  countries,  stresms,  rivers,  and  islands,  be 
and  remsin  comprised  under  the  name  of  the  Govern** 
ment  of  Louisisns,  which  shall  be  dependant  upon  the 

I  General  Government  of  New  France,  to  which  it  is 
subordinate ;  and  fwther,  that  all  the  lands  which  we 

I     possess  from  the  Illinots  be  united,  &c  to  the  General 

'     of,  dfcc" 


Government  of  New  France,  and  >eoonie  part  then 


cording  t6  this  document,  in  describing  the  pro- 
vince or  colony  of  Louisiana,  it  is  declared  to  be 
bounded  by  Carolina  on  the  east  and  Old  and 
New  Mexico  on  the  west.  Under  this  high  re- 
cord evidence,  it  might  be  insisted  that  we  have 
a  fair  claim  to  East  as  well  as  West  Florida, 
against  France  at  least,  unless  she  has  by  some 
convention  or  other  obligatory  act,  restricted  the 
eastern  limit  of  the  province.  It  has,  indeed,  been 
asserted  that  by  a  treaty  between  France  and  SpaLo, 
concluded  in  the  year  1719,  the  Perdido  was  ex- 
pressly stipulated  to  be  the  boundary  between 
their  respective  provinces  of  Florida  on  the  cast 
and  Louisiaoa  on  the  west;  but  as  I  have  been 
unable  to  find  any  such  treaty,  I  am  induced  to 
doubt  its  existence. 

About  the  same  period,  to  wit,  towards  the 
seventeenth  century,  when  France  settled  the 
isle  Dauphine  and  the  Mobile,  Spain  erected  a 
fort  at  Pensacola.  But  Spain  never  pushed  her 
actual  settlements  or  conquests  further  west 
than  the  bay  of  Pensacola,  whilst  those  of  the 
French  were  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Mobile. 
Between  those  two  points,  a  space  of  about  thir- 
teen or  fourteen  leagues,  neither  nation  had  the 
exclusive  possession.  The  Rio  Perdido,  forming 
the  bay  or  the  same  name,  discharges  itself  into 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  between  the  Mobile  and 
Pensacola,  and,  being  a  natural  and  the  most 
notorious  object  between  them,  presented  itself 
aa  a  auitable  boundary  between  the  possessions  of 
the  two  nations.  It  accordingly  appears  very 
early  to  have  been  adopted  as  the  boundarv,  by 
tacit  if  not  express  consent.  The  ancient  charts 
and  historians,  therefore,  of  the  country  so  rep- 
resent it.  Dupratz,  one  of  the  most  accurate 
historians  in  point  of  fact  and  detail  of  the  time, 
whose  work  was  published  aa  early  as  1758,  de- 
scribes the  coast  as  being  boundecf  on  the  east 
by  the  Rio  Perdido.  in  iruih,  sir,  no  European 
nation  whatever,  except  France,  ever  occupied 
any  portion  of  West  Florida,  prior  to  her  cession 
of  it  to  Suffiand  in  1762.  The  ffentlemen  on 
the  other  side  do  not  indeed  strongly  controvert, 
if  they  do  not  expressly  admit,  that  Louisiana, 
as  held  by  France  anterior  to  her  cession  of  it 
in  1702^  reached  to  the  Perdido.  The  only  ob- 
servation made  by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware 
to  the  contrary,  to  wit,  that  the  island  of  New 
Orleans  being  particularly  mentiooed  could  not 
for  that  reason  coostitute  a  part  of  Louisiana,  ia 
susceptible  of  a  very  satisfactory  answer.  That 
island  was  excepted  out  of  the  grant  to  England, 
and  was  the  only  part  of  the. province  ^t  of  the 
river  that  was  so  excepted.  It  formed  in  itself 
one  of  the  moat  prominent  and  important  objects 
of  the  eeasion  to  Spain  originally,  and  was  trans- 
ferred to  her  with  the  portion  of  the  province 
west  of  the  Mississippi.  It  might  with  equal 
propriety  be  Urged  that  St«  Augustine  is  not  in 
East  JPlorida,  because  St.  Augustine  is  expressly 
mentioned  by  Spain  in  (ler  cession  of  that  pro- 
vince 10  England.  From  this  view  o(  the  sub- 
ject I  think  it  results  that  the  province  of  Louia- 
iana  comprised  Weat  Florida,  previous  to  the 
year  1768. 
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What  is  dobe  with  it  at  this  epoch?  By  a 
secret  convention  of  the  3d  of  Novemher  of  that 
year,  France  ceded  the  country  lying  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  the  island  of  New  Orleans 
to  Spain;  add  by  a  contemporaneoas  act,  the 
articles  preliminary  to  tlie  definitive  Treaty  of 
1763,  she  transferred  West  Florida  to  Englajod. 
Thus  at  the  saqie  instant  of  time  she  alienate 
the  whole  province. 

Posterior  to  (bis  grant,  Great  Britain,  having 
also  acquired  from  Spain  her  possessions  east  of 
the  Mississippi,  erected  the  country  into  two 
provinces,  East  and  West  Florida,  iii  this  state 
of  things  it  continued  until  the  peace  of  1783, 
when  Great  Britain,  in  consequence  of  the  events 
of  the  war,  surrendered  the  country  to  Spain, 
whofor  thefirgt  time  came  into  the  actual  pos>- 
•ession  of  West  Florida.  Well,  sir,  how  does 
she  dispose  of  it  ?  She  reannexes  it  to  the  resi- 
due of  Louisiana;  extends  the  jurisdiction  of 
that  Government  to  it,  and  subjects  the  governors 
or  commandants  of  the  districts  of  Baton  Rou^e, 
Feliciana,  Mobile,  and  Pensacola,  to  the  author- 
ity of  the  Gkivernor  of  Louisiana,  residing  at 
New  Orleans ;  whereas  the  Governor  of  East 
Florida  is  placed  wholly  without  his  control,  and 
is  made  amenable  directly  to  the  Governor  of 
the  Havana.  And  I  have  been  credibly  informed 
that  all  the  concessions  or  grants  of  land,  made 
in  West  Florida,  under  the  authority  of  Spain, 
run  in  the  name  of  the  government  of  JLomsiana, 
You  cannot  have  forgotten  that  about  the  period 
when  we  took  possession  of  New  Orleans,  under 
the  Treaty  of  Cession  from  France^  the  whole 
country  rung  with  the  nefarious  speculations 
which  were  alleged  to  be  practising  in  that  city, 
with  the  connivance,  if  not  actual  participation 
of  the  Spanish  authorities,  by  the  procurement 
of  surreptitious  grants  of  land,  particularly  in 
the  district  of  Feliciana.  West  Florida,  then, 
not  only  as  France  has  held  it,  but  as  it  was  in 
the  hands  of  Spain,  made  a  part  of  the  province 
of  Louisiana,  as  much  so  as  the  jurisdiction  or 
district  of  Baton  Rouge  cpostitnted  a  part  of 
West  Florida. 

What,  then,  is  the  true  construction  of  the 
Treaties  of  St.  Ildefonso  and  of  April,  1803, 
from  whence  our  title  is  derived?  It  an  ambi- 
ffufty  exist  in  a  grant,  the  interpretatioo  osost 
favorable  to  the  grantee  is  to  be  preferred.  It 
was  the  duty  of  the  grantor  to  have  expressed 
himself  in  plain  and  iaielligible  terms.  This  is 
the  doctrine  not  of  Coke  puly«  (whose  dicta  I 
admit  have  nothing  to  do  with  toe  question.)  but 
of  the  code  of  universal  law.  The  doctrine  is 
entitled  to  augmented  force  when  a  clause  only 
of  the  instrument  is  exhibited,  in  which  clause 
the  ambiguity  lurks,  and  the  residue  of  the  in- 
strument is  kept  back  by  the  grantor.  The  en- 
tire convention  of  1762,  by  which  France  trans- 
ferred Louisiana  to  Spain,  is  concealed,  and  the 
whole  of  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  except  a 
solitary  clause.  We  are  thus  deprived  of  the 
aid  which  a  full  view  of  both  of  those  instru- 
ments would  afford.  But  we  hare  no  occasion 
to  resort  to  any  rules  of  construction,  however 


reasonable  in  themselves,  to  establish  our  title. 
A  competent  knowledge  of  the  facts,  connected 
with  the  case,  and  a  candid  appeal  to  the  treaties, 
are  alone  sufficient  to  manifest  our  ri^ht.  The 
negotiators  of  the  Treaty  of  1803  having  signed 
with  the  same  ceremony  two  copies,  one  in  the 
English  and  the  other  in  the  French  langaage,it 
has  been  contended,  that  in  the  English  versioa 
the  term  '  cede'  has  been  erroneously  used  instead 
of  '  retrocede,'  which  is  the  expression  in  the 
French  copy.  And  it  is  argued  that  we  are 
bound  by  the  phraseology  of  the  French  copy, 
because,  it  is  declared  that  the  treaty  was  agreed 
to  in  that  language.  It  would  not  be  very  unfair 
to  inquire  if  this  is  not  like  the  common  oase,ia 
private  life,  where  individuals  enter  into  a  coo- 
tract,  of  which  each  party  retains  a  copy,  doly 
executed.  In  such  case  neither  has  the  prefer- 
ence. '  We  miffht  as  well  ?tiy  to  France  we  will 
.cling  by  the  English  copy,  as  she  could  insist 
upon  an  adherence  to  the  French  copy;  and  if 
she  urged  ignorance  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Marbois, 
her  negotiator,  of  our  language,  we  might,  with 
equal  propriety,  plead  ignorance  on  the  part  of 
our  negotiators  of  her  language.  As  this,  how- 
ever, is  a  disputable  point,  I  do  not  avail  ^J^': 
of  it ;  gentlemen  shall  have  the  full  benefit  ot 
the  expressions  in  the  French  copy*  According 
to  this,  then,  in  reciting  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ild«- 
fonso,  it  is  declared  by  Spain  in  1800,  that  she 
relrocedes  to  France  the  colooy  or  province  ot 
Louisiana,  with  the  same  extent  that  it  then  bad 
in  the  hands  of  Spain,  and  that  it  had  wbra 
France  possessed  it,  and  such  as  it  shoold  be 
after  the  treaties  subsequently  entered  into  be- 
tween Spain  and  other  States.  This  latter  mem- 
ber of  the  description  has  been  sufficientif  ex- 
plained by  my  colleague. 

It  i;i  said  that  since  France  jn  1762  ceded  to 
Spain  only  Louisiaaa  west  of  the  Mississippu 
and  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  the  retrocession 
comprehended  no  more— that  the  retrocession  ex 
vi  termini  was  commensurate  with  and  limited 
by  the  direct  cession  from  France  to  Spam,  w 
this  were  true,  then  the  description,  sucb  as 
Spain  held  it,  that  is  in  1800,  comprising  West 
Florida.  an4  such  as  France  possessed  it,  iti^} » 
in  1762,'  prior  to  the  aeveral  cessions,  comprw'O? 
also  West  Florida,  would  be  totally  inoperative. 
But  the  definition  of  the  term  retrocession,  coo- 
tended  for  bv  the  other  side,  is  denied.  It  does 
not  exclude  the  instrumentality  of  a  third  party. 
It  means  restoration  or  reconveyance  of  the  thio|f 
originally  ceded,  and  so  the  gentleman  from  Uei- 
aware  acknowledged.  I  admit  that  the  tbing 
restored  must  have  come  to  the  restoring  par*f 
from  the  party  to  whom  it  is  retroceded,  whether 
directly  or  indirectly  is  wholly  immaterial,  w 
its  passage  it  may  have  come  through  a  dozen 
bands.  The  retroceding  party  must  claim  unO^ 
and  in  virtue  of  the  right  originally  possessed  of 
the  party  to  whom  the  retrocession  takes  place. 
Allow  me  to  put  a  case:  You  own  an  estate 
called  Louisiana.  You  convey  one  moiety  oi  n 
to  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  and  the  other 
to  me ;  he  conveys  his  moiety  to  me,  and  I  tnu^ 
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become  eDtitted  to  the  whole.  B v  a  suitable  in- 
stniment  I  reconvey  or  retroeede  the  estate  called 
LouisiaDa  to  yoa  as  I  now  hold  ic,  and  as  yda 
held  it;  what  passes  to  yoa?  The  whole  estate 
or  my  moiety  ooly  ?  Let  me  indulge  another 
sopposicion :  that  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
after  he  receired  from  jroa  his  moiety,  bad  foe- 
stowed  a  new  deBomination  upon  it,  and  called 
it  West  Florida^  would  that  circumstance  vary 
the  operatioo  ef  my  act  of  retrocession  to  yon  ? 
The  case  supposed  is  in  truth  the  real  one  be< 
tween  the  United  States  and  Spain.  France  in 
1762  tnnsfeFs  Louisiana  west  of  the  Mississippi 
to  Spsin,  and  at  4he  same  time  conreys  the  east- 
ern portion  of  it,  exelosive  of  New  Orleantf,  to 
Qreat  Brtiaio.  Twenty  one  years  after,*  that  is 
in  1783,  Great  Britain  cedes  her  part  to  Spain, 
who  thus  becomes  posnessed  of  the  entire  prov* 
ioee;  one  portioo  by  direct  cession  from  France, 
and  the  residao  by  indirect  cession.  Spain  then^ 
held  the  whole  of  LoqisiaDa  under  France;  and 
io  Tirtne  of  tbe  title  of  France.  The  wbole 
moved  or  passed  from  France  to  her.  '  When, 
therefore,  in  thia  state  of  things^  she  says,  in  the 
Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  that  she  retroeedes  the 
province  to  France^  can  a  doubt  exist  that  she 
parts  with,  and  g^ives  batk  to  France,  the  entire 
colony?  To  predode  the  possibility  of  such, a 
docbt,  sheadda,  that  she  restores  it,  not  in  a  mu- 
tilated condicioo,  but  in  that  precise. condition  in 
which  France  had.  and  she  herself  possessed  it. 

Having  thus  shown,  as  I  conceive,  a  clear 
right  in  the  United  States  to  West  Florida,  I 
proeeed  to  inquire  if  the  proclamation  of  the 
President  directing  the  occupation  of  property, 
which  if  thus  fairly  acquired  by  solcfmn  tteaty, 
be  an  onaothorized  measureof  war  and  of  legisla- 
tion, as  has  beeo  contended. 

The  act  of  October,  1803,  contains  tw;o  sec- 
tions, by  one  of  which  the  President  is  author- 
ized to  occupy  the  territories  ceded  to  us  by 
France  in  the  April  preceding.  The  other  em- 
powers the  Presiideot  to  establish  a  provisional 
goyeroment  there.  The  first  section  is  unlimited 
io  iu  duration  ;  the  other  is  restricted  to  the  ex- 
piration of  the  then  session  of  Congress.  The 
act,  therefore,  of  March,  1804,  declaring  that  the 
previous  act  of  October  should  continue  in  force 
Qiuil  the  first  of  October,  1804,  is  applicable  to 
the  second  and  not  the  first  section,  and  was  in- 
tended to  cootioue  the  provisional  government  of 
the  President.  By  the  act  of  the  24th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1804,  for  laying  duties  on  goods  imported 
into  the  ceded  territories,  the  President  is  em- 
powered, luhenetfer  hedeeim  U  exf^ediimt^  to  erect 
the  bay  and  river  Mobil?,  dbc,  into  a  separate 
district,  and  to  establish  therein  a  port  of  entry 
aod  delivery.  By  this  same  act  the  Orleans  Ter- 
ritory is  laid  off,  and  its  boundaries  are  so  defined 
u  to  comprehend  West  Florida.  By  other  acts 
thePresimt  is  authorized  to  venftove  by  force, 
under  cer^ift  circumstances^  persons  settling  or 
t*^i&g  povesaion  of  lands  ceded  to  the  United 
States, 

These  laws  furnish  a  legisblive  construction  of 
the  treaty,  correspondent  with  that  gir^D  by  the 


Executive,  and  they  ve5t  in  this  btanch  of  the 
Government  indisputably  a  power  to  taire  posses- 
sion of  tbe  country,  whenever  it  might  be  proper 
in  his  discretion;  The  President  has  not,  there- 
fore, violated  the  Const iitition,  and  usurped  the 
war^maktog  power,  but  he  would  have  violated 
that  provision  which  requires  him  to  see  that  the 
laws  arc  faithfully  executed,  if  he  had  longer 
forborne  to  act.  It  is  urged  that  he  has  assumed 
powers  belonging  to  Congress  in  undertaking  to 
annex  the  portion  of  West  J^lorida  between  the 
Mississippi  and  the  Perdido  to  the  Orleans  'Ter- 
ritory. But  Congress,  as  has  been  shown,  has 
already  made  this  annexation  the  limits  of  the 
Orleans  Territory ,as  prescribed  by  Congress^om- 
prehen ding  the  country  in  (Question.  Therresi- 
dent,  by  his  proclamation^  has  not  made  law,  but 
has  merely  declared  to  the  people  of  West  Flor- 
ida what  the  law  is.  This  is  the  office  of  a  proc- 
lamation, and  it  was  highly  proper  that  the  peo- 
ple of  that  Territory  should  be  thus  notified.  By 
the  act  of  occupviog  the  country,  the  Govern- 
mentcfeybc^o,  wnether  of  Spain,  or  thevevolu- 
tionistSf  ceased  to  exist ;  and  the  laws  of  the  Or- 
leans Territory,  applicable  to  the  country,  by 
operation  and  force  of  law,  attached  to  it.  But 
this  was  a  state  of  things  which  the  people  miffht 
not  know,  and  every  dictate  of  justice  and  nu- 
maaity  required,  therefore,  should  be  proclaimed. 
I  consider  the  bill  before  us  merely  in  the  light 
of  a  declaratory  law. 

Never  could  a  more  propitious  moment  pre- 
sent itself  for  the  exercise  of  the  discretionary 
)x>wer  placed  in  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and,  had  he  failed  to  embrace  it,  he  would  have 
been  criminally  inattentive  to  the  dearest  inter- 
ests of  this  country.  It  cannot  be  too  often  re- 
peated, that  if  Cuoa  on  the  one  hand,  and  Flor- 
ida on  the  other,  are  in  the  possession  of  a  foreign 
maritime  Power,  the  immense  country  belonging 
10  the  United  Siates,  watered  by  streams  dis- 
charging themselves  into  the  Gull  of  Mexico — 
that  is,  one-third,  nay  more  than  two-thirds  of 
the  United  Slates,  comprehending  Louisiana,  is 
placed  at  the  mercy  ot  that  Power.  The  pos- 
session of  Florida  Is  a  guarantee  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  the  enjoyment  of  the  navigation  of 
those  streams.  The  gentleman  from  Delaware 
anticipates  the  most  direful  consequences  from 
the  occupation  of  the  country.  He  supposes  a 
sa Uy  from  a  Spanish  ffarrison  upon  the  Ameri- 
can forces,  and  asks  what  is  to  be  done  ?  We 
attempt  a  peaceful  possession  of  the  country,  to 
whicb  we  are  fairly  entitled.  If  the  wrongful 
occupants  under  the  authority  of  Spain  assail 
our. troops,  1  trust  tbey  will  retrieve  the  lost 
honor  ot  the  nation  in  the  case  of  tbe  Chesa- 
peake. Suppose  an  attack  upon  any  portioo  of 
the  American  Array  within  the  acKnowledged 
limits  of  the  United  States  by  a  Spanish  force? 
In  such  event  there  would  exist  but  a  single  hon- 
orable and  o^nly  course.  The  gentleman  con- 
ceives it  ungenerous  that  we  should  at  this  mo- 
ment, when  Spain  is  encompassed  and  pressed  on 
all  sides  by  the  immense  power  of  her  enemy, 
occupy  Wm  Florida.    Shall  we  sit  by,  passive 
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speccatots,  and  wlmess  the  latet^stinff  transac- 
tioDft  Iq  that  codntry— >ii:an8actiQDs  which  tend 
to  jeopardize,  ia  the  most  immineDt  degree,  our 
rights,  without  in terfereoce?  Are  you  prepared 
to  see  a  foreign  Power  seize  what  belongs  to  us? 
I  have  heard  in  the  most  credible  manner  that, 
about  the  period  when  the  President  took -his 
measures  in  relation  to  that  ^country,  the  agents  of 
a  foreign  Power  were  intriguing  with  the  peo* 
pie  there,  to  induce  them  tp  come  under  his  do- 
minion. 

Whether  this  be  the  fact  or  hot,  it  cannot  be 
doubted,  that  if  you  neglect  th«  present  auspicious 
moment — if  you  reject  the  proffered  boon,  s6me 
other  nation,  profiting  by  your  errors,  will  seize 
the  occasion  to  get  a  fatai  footing  in  your  south- 
ern frontier.  1  have  no  hesitation  in  sayiAg,  that 
if  a  parent  country  will  not  or  cannot  maintain 
its  authority  in  a  colony  adjacent  to  us,  and  there 
exists  in  it  a  state  of  misrule  and  disorder,  menac- 
ing our  peace,  and  if  moreover  such  colony,  by 
passring  into  the  hands  of  any  other  Power,  would 
become  dangerous  to  the  integrity  of  the  Union, 
and  manifestly  tend  to  the  subversion  of  our  laws; 
we  have  a  right,  upon  eternal  principles  of  self- 
preservation,  to  lay  hold  of  rt.  This  principle 
alone,  independent  of  any  title,  would  warrant 
our  occupation  of  West  Florida,  But  it  is  not 
necessary  to  resort  to  at,  our  title  being  in  my 
judgment  ineontestabiy  good.  We  are  told  of 
the  vengeance  of  resuscitated  Spain.  If  Spain, 
under  any  modification  of  her  Government,  chose 
to  make  war  opon  us,  for  the  act  under  consid- 
eration, the  nation,  I  have  no.  doubt,  will  be  wil- 
ling to  meet  the  war.  But  the  gentleman  re* 
minds  us  that  Great  Briutn,  the  ally  of  Spain, 
may  be  obliged  by  her  connexion  with  Spain  to 
take  part  with  her  against  us,  and  to  consider 
this  measure  of  the  President  as  justifying  tin 
appeal  to  arms. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  Clat,  is  the  time  never  to  arrive 
when  we  may  manwe  our  a^irs  without  the 
lear  of  insulting  His  Britaanic  Majesty  ?  Is  the 
rod  of  British  power  to  be  forever  suspended  over 
our  heads  ?  Does  Congress  put  on  an  embargo 
to  shelter  our  rightful  commerce  against  the  pi* 
raticai  depredations  committed  upon  it  on  the 
ocean  ?  We  are  immediately  warned  of  the  in- 
dignation of  offended  Bnc land.  Is  a  law  of  non- 
intercourse  proposed?  The  whole  navy  of  the 
haughty  mistress  of  the  seas  is  made  to  thunder  in 
our  ears.  Does  the  President  refuse  to  eoDtinne 
a  correspondence  with  a  Minister  who  violates 
the  decorum  belonging  to  his  diplomatic  charac- 
ter, by  giving  and  deliberately  repeatinj^  an  af- 
front to  the  whole  nation?  We  are  instantly 
menaced  with  the  chastisement  which  Euglish 
pride  will  not  fail  to  inflict.  Whether  we  assert 
our  rights  by  sea  or  attempt  their  maintenance 
by  land — whithersoever  we  turn  ourselves,  this 
phantom  incessantly  pursues  us.  Already  has  it 
had  too  much  influence  on  the  councils  of  the 
nation.  It  contributed  to  the  repeal  of  the  em- 
bargo—that dishonorable  repeal,  which  has  so 
much  tarnished  the  character  of  our  Government. 
Mr.  President  I  have  before  aaid  on  this  .floor^ 


and  now  take  occaeioa  again  to  remark,  that  I 
most  sinoerely  desire  peace  and  amity  with  Eng- 
land ;  that  I  even  prefer  an  adjustment  of  all  dif- 
ferences with  her  before  one  with  any  other  na- 
tion. But  if  she  persist  in  a  denial  of  justice  to 
us,  or  if  ahe  avails  hcrseirof  the.  occupation  of 
West  Florida  to  commence  war  upon  us,  I  trust 
and  hope  that  all  hearts  wiU  unite  ia  a  bold  and 
vigorona  vindication  of  our  rights.  I-  do  not, 
however,.b^lieve  in  the  prediction  that  war  will 
be  the  effect  of  the  measure  in  question. 

It  ia  a^ed,  why,  soaae  years  ago,  whan  the  in- 
terruption of  the  rig^  of  depot  took  place  at 
New  Orleans,  the  Qaverament-  did  not  declare 
war  against  Spain,  and  how  it  has  happened  that 
th^re  has  beei^  this  loQg  aequiescence  in  the  Span- 
ish possession  of  West  Florida  ?  The  answer  is 
obvious.  It  consists  in  the  genius  of  the  nation, 
which  is  prone  to  peace;  m  that  desite  to  ar- 
moge,  by  friendly  negotiation,  our  disputes  with 
all  nations,  "which  has  oonstantly  influenced  the 
present  and  preceding  Administrations ;  and  in 
the  jealousy  of  armies^  with  which  we  have  been 
inspired  by  the  melaiicholy  experience  of  free 
States*  But  a  new  state  of  things  has  arisen. 
Negotiatioa  has  become  hopeless.  The  Power 
with  whom  it  was  to  be  coodocted,  if  not  anni- 
hilated, is  in  « situation  that  precludes  it;  and 
the  subject-matter  of  it  is  m  danger  of  being 
snatched  forever  from  our 'power.  Conger  delay 
would  he  construed  into  a  dereliction  of  oor 
right,  and  aaiouat  to  treachery  to  ourselves: 
May  I  ask.  ia.my  turn,  why  certain  gentlemen, 
now  so  fearfttlof  war^  were  so  urgent  tor  it  with 
Spain  wheu  she  nrithheld  the  right  of  deposite? 
and  still  later,  when  in  1S05  or  6.  this  very  sub* 
ject  of  the  actual  limi^  ef  Louisiana  Was  before 
Congress  ?  I  will  not  aay,  because  I  do  not  know 
that  I  am  ali^orized  to  say,  that  the  motive  is 
to  be  foimd  m  the  change  of  relatioa  between 
Spain  and  other  European  Powers  since  those 
periods. 

Does  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Delaware 
really  believe  that  he  finds  in  St.  Domingo  a  case 
parallel  with  that  of  West  Florida  ?  and  that  our 
Government  having  interdicied  an  Ulicit  com- 
merce with  the  former,  ought  not  to  have  inter- 
posed in  relation  to  the  Utter?  It  is  scarcely  ne- 
cessary to  consume  your  time  by  retnarkiog  chat 
we  had  no  pieteosioas  to  that  island  ;  that  it  did 
not  menace  our  repose,  nor  did  the  safety  of  the 
United  States  require  that  they  should  occupy 
it.  It  bticamei  therefore,  our  duty  to  attend  to 
the  just  remonstrance  of  France  against  American 
citizens,  supplying  the  rebels  with  the  means  of 
resisting  her  power. 

1  am  not.  sir,  in  favor  of  cherishing  the  passion 
of  coaquQK.  But  I  must  be  permitted  to  con- 
clude by  declsffing  my  hope  to  see,  ere  long,  the 
fieiP  United  Sutes  (if  you  will  allow  me  the  ex- 
pression) embracing  not  only  the  old  thirteen 
States,  but  the  entire  country  east  of  the  Mi8si:>- 
sippi,  including  fiUtst  Florida,  and  some  of  the 
territories  to  the  north  of  us  also. 

When  Mr.  Gukv  had  soncladed,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 
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MoMPAT,  Decemjtwr  31. 

Joan  Tatlob,  appoiDted  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Soutb  Carol ina^  in 
place  of  Thomas  Sumter,  restgoed,  produced  his 
credeotiaU.  which  were  read ;  and  the  oath  pre- 
scribed bf  law  haTing  been  administered  to  him, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Framkuh,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  aet  making  an 
additional  appropriation  to  supply  the  deficiency 
in  the  appropriation  for  the  relief  and  protection 
of  distressed  American  seamen  daring  the  year 
1810,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BaAOLBT,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the 
compensation  of  ihe  additional  Assistani  Post- 
master Creneral,''  reported  the  bill  with  an  amend- 
meot ;  which  was  read* 

The  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  on  the  part 
of  the  United  Sutes  to  the  stuck  of  the  Ohio 
Caoal  Coropanjr  was  read  the  second  time. 

Tbe  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

The  bill  for  the  establishtneat  of  a  quarter- 
master's department  was  read  the  second  time, 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
leport  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Leib,  Franklin. 
and  PicccBiNO,  were  appointeJ  the  comoaittee. 

A  message  froai  the  House  of  Represealatires 
iDformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
t  bill,  eoiitled  ^  An  act  providing  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  claims  to  bnds,  and  for  the  sale  of 
tbe  pablie  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans 
and  Loaisiana  f*  in  which  they  desire  the  con- 
earreoce  of  tbe  Senate. 

OCCUPATION  OP  WEST  FLORIDA. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
bill  exteoding  tbe  laws  now  in  force  in  Orleans 
Territory  to  tbe  Perdido,  &c. 

Mr.  Pickering  commenced  a  speech,  in  which 
be  proceeded  about  an  hour ;  when  he  read,  as 
an  evidence  in  support  of  his  argument  against 
tbe  tiile  of  the  United  States  to  Louisiana  or 
Florida  between  the  Mississippi  and  Perdido,  a 
leiier  from  Charles  Maurice  Talleyrand,  the 
FreDch  Minister  for  Foreifipo  Affairs,  datea  21st 
December,  1804,  to  Qeneraf  Armstrong,  our  Min- 
iiter  at  Paris,  on  the  subject  of  certain  overtures 
which  had  been  made  by  our  Ministers  in  Spain 
for  the  aid  of  France  in  prucurinz  a  cession  to 
the  Uoited  Slates  of  one  or  both  Floridas.  The 
purport  of  Talleyrand's  letter  appeared  to  be  a 
denial  that  (he  United  States  had  acquired,  by 
tbe  treaty  of  1803,  any  title  to  Louisiana  east  of 
the  Mississippi,  or  some  statement  to  that  effect. 

When  Mr.  P.  had  concluded  the  reading  of 
ibia  Iciier — 

,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  he  wished  to 
inqaire  whether  the  paper,  which  the  gentleman 
bad  JQst  read,  bad  ever  been  publicly  communi- 
eited  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.PicKERiNQ  said  it  had  been  communicated, 
not  indeed  as  a  public  paper,  but  for  what  reason 
Ittd  it  been  communicated  confidentially  ?    Be- 
Uth  Com.  3d  Slss.— 3 


cause,  by  a  publication  of  it  at  the  time,  injury 
might  have  been  done  to  our  Ministers  or  our 
affairs  abroad.  There  was,,  however,  now  no 
reason  why  the  whole  truth  should  not  be  known. 
They  were  about  taking  a  step  which  was  ona 
of  peace  or  war,  and  it  was  important  that  every- 
thing in  relation  to  the  subject  should  be  diar 
closed* 

Mr.  Smith  said  that  whenever  papers  werecom*' 
munieated  to  the  Senate  confidentially,  before 
they  could  be  read  publicly  in  this  body  or  any 
other,  it  was  necessary  that  the  permission  of  the 
Senate  should  be  obtained ;  which  no  doabt  if 
asked  in  this  case  would  have  been  granted.  But 
if  this  proceeding  were  permitted  to  pass  unno- 
ticed, any  individual  misht  have  the  power  to  do 
the  greatest  injury  to  the  natioti«  as  his  hutnor 
might  move  him.  He  apprehended  the  proceed- 
ing was  wrong;  but  gentlemen  older  in  the  Sen- 
ate than  he  was  could  perhaps  better  decide. 

On  the  suggestion  of  a  member,  the  galleries 
were  cleared.  The  Senate  sat  with  closed  doors 
for  an  hour.  When  they  were  again  opened,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  last  mentioned  was  postponed. 

Mr.  Clat  submitted  the  following  reaolution, 
which  lies  on  the  table  of  course : 

Ee$obfedf  That  the  public  pemssl  in  the  Senate  of 
oertata  paptei  with  epcui  galleries  by  the  gentleman 
from  MssMchnsetts,  (Mr.  PicKsazxe,)  in  his  sest, 
without  m  special  order  of  the  Senate  remonng  the 
inj  unction  of  secrecy,  which  papers  had  been  confiiden'- 
tiaily  communicated  to  the  Senate  by  the  Pneaident  of 
the  United  States,  was  a  palpable  vi<^tion  of  the  rules 
of  this  body. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  to  Wednesday. 


WEDifESOAr,  January  2, 1811. 

Andrew  Gregg,  from  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in 
conformity  with  the  acts  of  March  26, 1804,  and 
March  3^  1805,  of  rejected  claims  made  by  the 
Commissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  ez- 
aminiog  the  claims  of  persons  claiming  lands  in 
the  district  of  Kaskaskia;  and  the  report  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  it  was  agreed  to 
suspend  the  order  of  the  dav  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  an 
additional  appropriation  to  supply  the  deficiency 
in  the  appropriation  for  the  relief  and  protection 
of  distressed  Americap  seamen  during  the  year 
1810;"  and  the  bill  was  read  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  the  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Dana  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brinff  in 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  seamen  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 

the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made 

in  obedience  to  the  first  section  of  the  act  "  fur- 

I  ther  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establiah- 
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ment  of  the  Treasary,  War,  and  Navy  Depart- 
meats."  passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1809;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideratioD. 

The  bill  brought  up  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
seotatives  for  concurrence,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to 
lands,  and  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
Territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,"  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Tne  bill  authorizing  the  sale  and  grant  of  a 
certain  quantity  of  public  land  to  the  Cnesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  was  read  the 
second  time. 

QUESTION  OP  ORDER. 

Mr.  Clay  called  up  the  motion  made  the  31st 
of  December,  on  the  subject  of  order;  and,  on 
his  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  original  mo- 
tion be  amended  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  Timothy  Plckeriog,  a  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  having,  on  this  day,  whilst 
the  Senate  was  in  session  with  open  doors,  read  from 
his  place  certain  doenments  confidentially  communica- 
ted by  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes.  to  the  Sen- 
ate, the  injunction  of  secrecy  not  having  been  re- 
mored,  has,  in  so  doing,  committed  a  palpable  viola- 
tion of  the  rules  of  this  body. 

Mr.  Clat  said  he  wished  it  was  consistent  with 
his  duty  to  forbear  pressing  it ;  but  from  the  best 
consideration  he  could  give  the  subject,  he  was 
obliged  to  afrk  a  decision  on  it.  With  respect  to 
the  act  having  been  a  violation  of  the  rule,  there 
could  be  but  one  opinion.  The  rule  seemed  to 
have  been  made  for  the  precise  occasion.  If  the 
Senate  did  nut  express  their  disapprobation,  it 
would  be  inferred  from  their  silence  that  they  had 
given  their  approbation,  of  the  gentleman's  con- 
duct; and  any  individual  would  hereafter,  if  in- 
clined, follow  his  example  without  hesitation. 
Again — if  the  President  could  not  have  some  de- 
gree of  securitv  that  the  documents  confidentially 
coinmonicated  to  Congress,  and  on  the  preserving 
which  in  confidence  perhaps  the  safety  of  the 
nation  depended,  would  not  be  disclosed ;  must 
not  all  reliance  on  the  Senate  be  lost  ?  These 
considerations  induced  hitn  to  press  a  decision. 

Mr.  Lloto  said  he  had  been  in  hopes  that  the 
resolution  would  have  been  withdrawn,  as  it  was 
admitted  that  the  facts  disclosed  were  of  no  great 
consequence,  as  indeed  they  had  been  already  cir- 
culated in  the  newspapers,  and  their  disclosure 
could  prove  of  no  detriment  to  the  public  service. 
However  much  sentlemen  wished  to  show  their 
respect  for  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  he  had  hoped 
that  the  resolution  would  have  been  withdrawn; 
and  that  the  Senate  would  not  have  passed  a  cen- 
sure of  this  sort  on  so  slifhl  an  ofience  as  this,  if 
it  be  an  ofience  at  all.  He  therefore  moved  to 
postpone  the  resolution. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  lost — yeas  9. 

Mr.  Dana  apprehended  the  true  question  in 
this  case  to  be,  what  course  it  became  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States  to  adopt. 

The  resolution,  then,  in  the  first  place,  propo- 
sing to  establish  an  important  precedent  as  to  the 
propriety  of  proceeding,  should  be  strictly  accu- 
rate ;  and  i(  tney  were  to  give  a  rule,  which  was 


to  be  to  members  a  monitor  of  their  duty,  and  to 
the  House  a  guardian  of  its  honor  and  dignity,  the 
whole  case  should  be  accurately  stated. 

My  objection  to  the  resolution  (said  Mr.  D.] 
is,  that  It  does  not  present  the  circnmstaDcei 
which  led  to  the  result,  as  they  occurred,  and 
which  ought  to  be  taken  into  account  in  giviog 
it  a  fair  estimate.  I  ask  the  question,  whether 
it  be  possible  for  the  members  of  the  Senate,  coq- 
sistentlv  with  any  principle  of  justice,  fairness, 
and  public  decorumi,  to  pass  this  resolution?  On 
this  ground  I  submit  myself  with  confidence  to 
the  Senate ;  not  that  I  objeot  to  its  phraseology 
merely,  but  that  the  conduct  of  the  gentlemaa 
from  Massachasett8,compared  with  that  of  others, 
whether  strictly  regular  or  not,  was  not  more  a- 
ceptionable  than  theirs.  What  we  have  acqni- 
esced  in  when  done  by  others,  should  be  tolented 
in  him. 

When  the  bill  relative  to  jurisdiction  eastward 
of  the  Missia8i|>pi  to  the  Perdid(4  was  first  under 
discussion,  sir,  if  I  do  not  mistake,  more  than  a 
week  since,  a  gentleman  from  Vermont,  one  of 
the  committee  that  reported  the  bill,  went  into  a 
consideration  of  what  had  passed  when  the  Loa- 
isiana  convention  was  before  the  Senate  for  rat- 
ification, and  into  a  statement  of  the  correspoa- 
dence  of  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States,  woich 
was  oflleially  communicated  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  the  Senate,  and  undertooic 
to  state  what  he  recollected  to  have  been  stated 
by. them  as  to  the  representations  of  the  French 
Minister.    I  did  understand  an  honorable  meo- 
ber  of  the  committee  to  state  this  as  one  of  the 
reasons  why  the  bill  should  be  passed  ;  and  this 
too  without  any  question  whatever*    Afterwards, 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  rose  to  state 
what  was  his  apprehension ;  and  said  that  be  did 
not  understand  our  Ministers  to  have  stated  that 
the  French  Qovernment  so  represented  the  ihiog, 
and  referred  to  a  letter,  the  eflfect  of  which,  he 
told  the  Senate,  was  such  at  the  time  it  was  re 
ceived,  as  to  have  produced  a  perfect  sileoce  ia 
the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  the  claim  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  States.    This  all  took  place  about  a  week 
since,and  thequestion  wasreally  a  question  respect- 
ing fact.  Although  no  member  could  entertain  the 
opmion  that  it  was  the  intention  of  any  geotlemaa 
to  represent  the  facts  inaccurately,  yet,  that  facts 
might  be  stated  with  precision,  the  very  docutneat 
referred  to  by  the  gentleman  Was  read,  withoat 
anything  bearing  the  resemblance  of  surprise,  and 
without  anything  like  an  intention  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  House.    If  I  understood  the  letter,  it 
was  one  calculated  very  powerfully  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  House.    It  had  been  partly  read 
and  commented  on ;  and  after  having  thus  read 
the  remarks  of  Messrs  Monroe  and  Livingston  on 
the  treaty  respecting  Louisiana,  the  gentleman 
next  came  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Talleyrand,  and 
prefaced  it  by  an  account  of  an  application  bf 
our  Ministers  to  the  French  Government  for  their 
aid  with  the  Court  of  Spain  on  this  subject.  After 
some  observations  of  this  kind,  the  g-entleman  took 
up  the  volume  of  correspondence,  gave  the  date 
of  the  paper  and  its  address,  and,  after  having 
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jone  so^  made  a  comment  which  ranst  haT«  called 
tfae  attentioa  of  gealiemen  of  the  Senate,  who 
bad  not,  at  least,  within  a  few  years  past,  heard 
the  i^entleman  from  Massachusetts  express  an 
opinion  more  farorabie  to  the  French  Qoyern- 
meot.  After  which  he  read  the  letter-^nd  an 
inquiry  was  thea  made,  whether  it  was  confiden- 
tial or  not. 

Now,  I  ask,  air,  is  it  the  stating  of  the  specific 
words  of  a  communication,  or  stating-  the  sense 
and  import  of  it,  which  constitutea  a  violation  of 
any  iajonctton  of  secrecy.  I  ask  the  question, 
not  because  gentlemen  can  doubt  much  on  the 
subject— the  substance  is  undoubtedly  all  that  is 
material.  What  was  the  date  of  the  letter  \n  not 
of  as  much  coasequence  as  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
dressed, from  whom  it  came,  and  what  it  con- 
tained. If  I  do  not  misuk'e,  sir,  there  was  some 
other  allnsioii  to  the  subject;  the  discussion  had 
jone  on  without  being  checked,  till,  unfortunately 
It  seems  for  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  instead  of  trusting 
to  memory,  and  exposing  himself  and  the  Senate 
to  error,  undertook  to  state  what  were  the  very 
vords. 

If  it  be  proper,  sir,  for  the  Senate  to  tolerate 
debate  on  a  fact,  which  fact  depends  on  diplo- 
matic commonications,  it  is  proper  to  ascertain 
the  fact  which  was  alluded  to.  Gentlemen  may 
state  the  question  as  strongly  as  they  please — it 
is  not  whether  the  proceeding  was  strictly  regu* 
Isr  or  irregnlar— but  I  contend  that,  if  the  •gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  has  offended,  he  was 
not  the  first.  Some  of  the  other  members  set  the 
example.  It  was  acquiesced  in  by  the  whole 
Senate ;  I  will  not  say  from  ignorance,  certainly 
not  from  inattention.  I  refer  it  to  the  Senate, 
therefore,  as  the  matter  has  gone  on  without  any 
intention  to  gain  advantage  or  design  to  take  any 
one  by  surprise,  but  with  a  view  to  attain  accu- 
racy, whether  .it  can  become  this  body  to  pro- 
nounce censure  on  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Gentlemen,  sir,  may  say  whatever  they  choose 
about  the  importance  of  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  lock  our  lips  in  eternal  silence ;  but  I  do 
not  acknowledge  the  authority  of  any  mortal  to 
bind  OS  to  such  secrecy  without  our  assent.  All 
the  President  can  properly  do  is  to  refer  to  us  as 
men  of  discernment,  as  men  worthy  of  the  pub- 
be  confidence,  as  men  of  honorable  principles, 
capable  of  judging  on  public  concerns,  to  judge 
of  the  propriety  of  actmg  confidentially  on  any 
nibject.  Shall  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
ar,  adopt  a  rule  to  authorize  the  President  to  say, 
that  we  are  unworthy  to  judge  whether  a  matter 
ought  to  be  kept  secret  or  not  1  The  Senate  is  a 
body  of  men  selected  in  a  manner  to  hold  them 
forth  as  worthy  of  confidence  3  and  I  had  really 
thought  that  such  a  body  of  men  might  be  trusted, 
without  Che  passage  of  such  a  resolution,  to  show 
*  ?l°P*^  respect  to  the  Executive  Magistrate. 

No  tine  eentleman,  however  sensitive  he  might 
be  as  to  what  would  tarnish  the  lustre  of  the  Sen- 
atorial character,  thought  the  proceeding  impro- 
Fer  in  discussing  the  substance  of  those  documents 


called  confidential.  About  the  expiration  of  a 
week  thereafter,  when  resort  is  had  to  the  accu- 
racy of  written  communication  instead  of  the  un* 
certainty  of  recollection,  then  the  offence  com- 
mences. It  consisted  not  in  disclosing  the  matter 
itself  but  in  testing  ita  accuracy.  Ought  that  to 
be  deemed  an  offence,  which  was  merely  telling 
the  truth,  guarding  against  inaccuracy,  provr* 
ding  against  the  uncertaintv  of  recollection  ? 

Perhaps,  sir,  our  general  rules  of  proceeding 
are  not  sufficiently  exact.  Instead  of  deciding  on 
this  resolution,  perhaps  we  ought  to  refer  it  to  a 
committee  for  examming  our  rules  and  amend- 
ing them  if  requisite.  Right  or  wrong,  we  have 
all  participated  in  the  course  of  proceeding  by 
general  acquiescence.  I  have  countenanced  the 
thing  in  this  manner,  and  were  I  now  to  accuse 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  I  should  act 
as  a  man  who  himself  practises  with  impunity 
that  for  which  be  would  punish  another. 

I  am  not,  sir,  for  a  moment  to  suspect  that  any 
particular  disrespect  to  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
saehuserts  has  i^iven  rise  to  this  motion ;  but  I 
submit  for  consideration,  whether  it  would  not 
be  more  consistent  with  that  justice  which  we 
ourselves  would  have  established  to  mete  to  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  as  we  should  wish 
It  to  be  meted  unto  us.  If  other  gentlemen  can 
say  that  they  have^  on  this  occasion,  been  com- 
pletely blameless;  if  jou  yourself,  Mr.  President, 
oould  say  so,  not  having  arrested  the  gentleman's 
progress  in  reading  these  documents;  let  those 
who  are  without  fault,  and  none  other,  give  this 
resolution  their  support. 

But  if,  in  this  case,  there  has  been  a  general 
acquiescence  in  the  practice  of  referring  to  dip- 
lomatic transactions,  which  have  been  past  for 
years ;  if,  from  a  Senatorial  courtesy,  or  the  exer- 
cise of  a  liberal  indulgence  towards  each  other 
in  the  course  of  debate,  an  unanimous  consent 
has  been  fairly  understood  for  introducing  the 
evidence  of  diplomatic  correspondence  in  the 
public  discussion  of  the  particular  biU  before  the 
Senate ;  or,  if  in  this  respect  we  have  not  main- 
tained the  strict  regularity  which  we  might  think 
proper  in  the  abstract  in  preparing  a  body  of 
rules  for  such  fallible  beings  as  ourselves ;  will 
the  recollection  of  our  own  proceedings  permit 
us  to  adopt  such  a  resolution  as  is  now  proposed  f 
If  by  our  conduct,  in  relation  to  the  particular 
bill,  we  have  without  a  single  exception  con- 
sented to  the  coursa.  followed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  how  does  it  become  us  to 
adjudge  him  ?  On  reflection,  if  it  be  thought 
that  we  all  have  been  not  sofiiciently  attentive  to 
role  during  the  discussion  of  a  bill  peculiarly  in- 
teresting, let  OS  admit  the  infirmity  of  our  com- 
mon nature,  and  dismiss  the  resolution,  as  we 
know  within  ourselves,  and  feel,  that  to  err  is 
human. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Marvland,  said  that  the  Senate 
must  doubtless  have  oeen  much  gratified  at  the 
lecture  it  had  received  from  so  young  a  member; 
at  being  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
TMr.  Dana)  that  it  was  a  common  custom  to 
oiselose  messages  of  a  secret  nature,  and  there- 
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fore  justiiable.  Mr.  S.  said  he  meant  to  take 
no  iMirt  in  this  discussion,  but  he  felt  himself 
called  upon  to  say  that  nothing  fell  from  him 
that  had  the  most  distant  allusion,  to  the  docn* 
nents  read,  (by  Mr.  Pickehiko.)  He  would  say 
liirther,  that  those  documents  had  not  been  with- 
in his  recollection^  and  therefore  the  ffenileman 
fffom  Connecticut  most  go  further  for  ois  proofs 
than  to  him.  Allusion  bad  also  been  made  by 
the  gentleman  in  order  to  substantiate  his  arsu- 
ment,  to  the  gentleman  from  Vermont.  In  tnis 
allusioo,  also,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  S.,  the  gen- 
tleman was  inaccurate. 

But  the  Senate  had  been  told  that  their  rule 
was  Tcry  improper.  Sveo  that  was  not  now  a 
foestion  for  consideration.  .  So  long  as  the  role 
existed,  it  ought  to  be  adhered  to.  The  gentle- 
nan  had  boasted  of  his  independence,  and  de- 
olared,  whatever  the  President  might  say,  he 
would  exercise  his  jodgment  whether  he  would 
lereal  it  or  not. 

Mr.  Davl  explained.  Did  I.  said  he,  as  an  in- 
liTidual,  say  that  I  would  communicate  confi- 
dential matters  without  the  leave  of  the  Senate? 
I  certainly  was  misapprehended.  I  say  that  this 
body  is  the  judge  of  what  is  proper  to  be  kept  in 
confidence.  It  was  not  for  me  to  say  what  has 
been  the  usage  before ;  but,  as  a  witness  of  what 
bad  passed  under  my  own  eye,  whatever  be  the 
diversity  of  years  between  m\self  and  others, 
kowever  young  I  am  in  the  Senate,  I  had  a  right 
at  least  to  appiv  the  eternal  principles  of  justice, 
and  to  say,  let  him  that  is  without  sin  throw  the 
first  stone. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  continued.  I  know 
▼cry  well,  sir,  said  he,  that  I  am  myself  so  unfor- 
loaate,  in  the  warmth  of  debate,  as  to  be  misap- 
prehended by  others;  but,  sorely,  the  gentleman 
coald  not  have  been  miaapprehended  in  this  case. 
There  was  no  occasion  for  him  to  say  that  the 
Senate  ooold  take  off  the  injunction  of  secrecy. 
Kfery  member  was  convinced  of  that. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  in  explanation,  that  the  mover 
of  the  resolution  bad  gone  into  some  argument 
on  the  general  question ;  and  when  the  gentle- 
van  thought  proper  to  do  so,  it  seemed  but  a 
decent  respect  to  allude  to  bis  argument. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  resumed.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  whatever,  sir,  that  there  are  certain 
things  of  a  confidential  nature  which  are  ex- 
tremely advantageous  to  us  in  making  up  our 
•pinions;  and  that  the  President,  when  he  com- 
monicatea  such  things,  acts  with  a  strong  reli- 
ance on  the  honor  of  those  to  whom  he  commu- 
aieates,  and  with  a  strong  impression  that  no 
BBan  will  feel  at  liberty  to  divulge  any  part  of  it. 
If  we  depart  from  our  usual  line  of  conduct  in 
diis  respect,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  Presi- 
dent will  hereafter  place  so  much  reliance  on  us 
as  to  give  us  confidential  communications  on  any 
aobject.  We  have,  indeed,  latterly  received  no 
confidential  %ommunications;  not  that  it  ever 
bappened  in  this  House  before  that  any  thing  of 
a  confidential  nature  was  made  public. .  My  chief 
object  in  rising,  however,  was  to  state  that  when 
I  apoke  on  the  subject  on  a  former  occasion,  I 


said  I  would  not  give  my  ooaaent  to  call  on  the 
Executive  for  papers  to  substantiate  a  title  which 
we  have  already  substantiated  by  law. 

Mr.  Dama  said,  that  as  to  the  gentleman's  allo- 
sion  to  the  confidential  papers,  he  had  not  ei- 
pressed  himself  with  decision*  The  gentleman's 
remarks,  however,  had  left  a  faini  trace  of  that 
kind  on  his  mind. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  it  was  a  vm 
unfortunate  trace.  He  bad  been  already  sofi- 
ciently  slandered  in  the  newspapers  of  the  coao- 
try ;  and  the  gentleman'a  idea  going  into  the  pub- 
lic prinu,  his  name  would  Iw  traduced  in  the 
Federal  prints  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to 
the  other,  from  the  gentleman's  faini  trace. 

Mr.  Bbbht  said,  from  the  retnarks  which  htd 
been  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ooooeetieat, 
it  was  indispensably  necesaarjr  that  this  resoio* 
tion  should  he  adopted.  If  it  was  a  common 
practice  to  divulge  secret  proceedings,  it  was 
necessary  to  put  a  stop  to  a  course  so  dismee- 
ful  and  ruinous  to  the  coootry.  The  gentiemaa 
bad  wished  that  he  who  was  innocent  of  itshoaU 
cast  the  first  stone.    < 

Mr.  Dana  said,  he  only  alluded  to  the  traasae- 
tion  which  waa  now  the  subjeot  of  debate. 

Mr.  BaEirr  observed,  he  had  then  misap|Mr^ 
bended  the  gentleman.  . 

Mr.  Pops  said,  that  not  having  had  it  in  bis 
power  to  attend  the  Senate  aince  Friday,  aod 
^ome  observations  having  been  made,  calcnlated 
to  prpdoce  an  impression  that  he  had  alluded  to 
the  confidential  documents,  he  thouffht  it  doe  to 
himself  to  state  that  he  did  not  before  know  <rt 
the  existence  of  such  documents,  as  they  btd 
been  communicated  long  before  he  had  a  sett 
here. 

Mr.  Fhahkun  said  there  could  be  no  dootti 
that  the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  Mtssi- 
chusetts  was  in  violation  of  the  role  of  the  Seo- 
ate.  Let  it  be  recollected,  said  he,  that  in  tbe 
commencement  Of  the  session,  two  resolution 
were  offered  to  the  Senate  calling  upon  the  Presi- 
dent of  tbe  United  States  for  informatioD  as  to 
the  claim  of  the  United  Statea  to  the  territor]rio 
question.  They  were  thought  improper,  *^"* 
Senate  refused  to  call  for  the  information.  Wbit 
has  been  the  course  of  this  business?  After  tbe 
Senate  had  expressed  this  opinion,  a  gentleman 
rises  and  reads  precisely  the  documents  wbi^ 
the  Senate  had  refused  to  call  for,  and  compeu 
us,  notwithstanding  our  own  decision,  t^?^' 
those  papera  read.  I  abcHild  be  sorry  to  believe 
that  the  gentleman  did  it  intentionally ;  bat  a* 
respects  the  rule  laid  down  for  the  ffovernineo' 
of  the  Senate,  it  is  a  palpable  violation  of  it* 
All  things  in  the  nature  of  treaties,  dbc.,  cone  to 
us  confidentially,  and  so  remain  until  the  iojonc* 
tion  of  secrecy  is  uken  oft.  If  a  gentlemao  sees 
proper  to  rise  and  read  those  communicatioo^ 
does  he  not  incur  the  responsibility  attached  to 
the  violation  of  those  rules,  and  may  he  notdo 
infinite  mischief?  When  instructions  were  sent 
forward  to  acquire,  by  purchase,  so  much  terri- 
tory as  should  secure  to  us  the  right  of  deposits 
at  Wew  Orleans,  to  the  surpriae  of  every  one, »« 
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whole  eoantrj  wai  acquired.  We  purchased  this 
TerritoTf ,  and  iiave  gone  oa  to  Ifjgislate  oa  the 
imrekase.  We  hare  set  up  a  claim  and  estab- 
lished it;  hot,  upon  the  representation  of  the 
Spanish  GtorerDment,  hare  forborne  until  now 
to  occupy  tha  Territory.  This  state  of  thiuffs 
was  kei>t  in  Tiew  bv  the  President.  The  people 
of  Florida  having  denied  the  authority  of  Spam, 
and  set  op  a  claim  of  their  own,  the  United  States 
say,  they  will  now  enforce  their  claim,  subject  to 
a  future  negotiation  with  Spain,  if  she  should  be 
in  a  situation  to  renew  her  claim.  While  this  is 
pending,  an  ExecuUre  rect)rd  of  six  years  stand- 
ing is  rmd ;  and  it  b  impossible  that  eren  the 
President  of  the  Senate  could  say  that  the  gen- 
tlemao  was  reading  papers  confldeniially  com- 
nuinicated.  No  man,  from  memory,  could  hare 
stopped  the  gentleman  in  the  commencement  of 
the  reading.  The  Senate,  after  laying  down 
roles  for  its  gorernment,  ought  to  see  tlutt  they 
were  obeerred. 

Mr.  €teiTH,  of  Maryland,  said  that  baring 
been  interrupted  by  the  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticot,  he  had  forgotten  one  tfain^  he  intended  to 
notice.  He  now  rose  to  apologize  for  what  the 
gentleman  had  termed  negligence.  The  gentle-, 
man  stated,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  the  member  from 
Massachusetts  bad  read  one  document,  and  de- 
dared  his  intention  to  read  another;  and  vet  that 
the  sensitire  feelings  of  no  gentleman  had  in- 
doeed  him  to  check  him.  When  the  reading  of 
the  papers  was  first  began,  sir,  I  doubted  whether 
they  were  or  were  not  confidential  papers.  After 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Talleyrand  was  read  through,  I 
thought  they  were  confidential  papers,  but  I  was 
not  certain.  I  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  to  know  whether  they  were  or  were  not. 
On  being  informed  of  the  fact,  I  immediately,  as 
I  deemed  it  proper,  stated  it  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CukY  wished  to  be  allowed  to  trespass  on 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  one  moment  in  reply 
to  some  remsrks  not  before  noticed.  If  indeed 
there  had  been  such  repeated  riolations  of  the 
rale,  and  eren  within  one  week,  that  the  gentle- 
man was  to  lose  the  responsibility  of  it  in  conse* 
^Qence  of  its  frequency,  it  seemed  the  more 
necessary  to  rerert  to  the  original  roles  and  gire 
to  them  the  force  which  they  had  lost;    If  anr 

Sindeman  feels  at  liberty  to  disclose  at  will 
xeentive  communications,^  it  is  necessary  to 
pve  some  fdedge  that  we  'will  henceforward 
pay  more  regard  to  them.  The  eentleman  from 
Cooneeticot,  if  I  mistake  not,  has  told  us,  sir. 
that  the  secrecy  imposed  by  communications  in 
eoafidenee  depends  on  the  individual  honor  of 
each  member — [Mr.  Dana  said,  he  had  said  it 
depended  on  the  honor  of  the  members  as  com- 
posing this  body.]  Mr.  C.  continued.  I  did 
sot  mean  to  impute  to  the  gentleman  an  opinion 
that  each  member  was  at  libertv  to  disclose 
latters  communicated  confidentially,  but  I  did 
understand  him  that  the  honor  of  the  individual 
members  was  a  sufficient  pledge  that  they  will 
not  disclose  that  which  is  communicated  in  con- 
fidence. It  is  not  simply  on  that  bond,  forcible 
«i  it  ought  to  be,  diat  the  President  ought  to 


have  entire  reliance  that  his  communicatioiia 
will  not  be  divulged ;  but,  in  my  mind,  on  a  solemn 
compact  between  the  President  and  Senate,  which 
ought  to  be  inviolable.  The  following  is  the 
rule  in  relation  to  this  subject:  "All  conldential 

*  communications  made  by  the  President  of  the 
*'  United  Sutes  to  the  Senate,  shall,  by  the  mem- 

*  bers  thereof,  be  kept  inviolably  secret;  and  all 

*  the  treaties  which  may  hereafter  be  laid  before 
'  the  Senate  shall  also  be  kept  secret  until  the 
^  Senate  shall  by  their  resolution  take  off  the  in* 

*  junction  of  secrecy."  Relying  with  confidence 
on  the  honor  of  the  body  and  the  rale  before  me 
which  promises  secrecy,  could  the  President  an* 
ticipate  the  unpleasant  event  of  a  disclosure  of 
confidential  papers,  not  only  contrary  to  his  vrisiL 
but  to  the  will  of  the  Senate,  and  to  our  rules? 
Will  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  contend 
that  a  casiial  incidental  reference^  in  the^courae 
of  a  detail  of  circumstances,  to  comnnilAcations 
of  this  kind,  is  to  be  compared  to  the  Miberate 
act  of  taking  a  file  of  papers,  unfoldttag  them, 
reading  paper  after  paper,  and  commenting  on 
its  language  ?  Surely  there  is  all  possible  dif« 
ference  between  the  character  of  the  two  acts. 
I  certainly,  sir,  do  not  recollect  all  the  circum* 
stances  detailed  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont* 
He  weqt  into  a  particular  detail  of  circumstances 
attending  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  and  pos- 
sibly,  though  I  do  not  recollect  it,  lie  might 
have  glanced  incidentally  at  these  papers.  When 
these  communications  were  made  I  was  not  n 
member,  and  till  the  day  before  yesterday  did  not 
know  that  they  were  communicated  confides* 
tially.  Every  view  requires  of  us,  in  justice  to 
the  character  of  the  Senate,  to  afford  a  pledge 
that  confidential  communications  hereafter  made 
shall  not  be  indiscreetlv  disclosed. 

Mr.  Anobrbon  said  ne  should  have  said  noth« 
ing  on  this  subject  but  for  the  ground  taken  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  as  a 
justification  of  the  conduct  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  I  did  not  (said  Mr.  A.) 
understand  any  gentleman  to  say  anything  in 
debate  relating,  as  I  conceived,  to  confidential 
communications;  but  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  has  taken  that  as  a  ground  of 
defence.  The  gentleman  seems  desirous  that  we 
should  suffer  the  resolution  to  be  withdrawn,  and 
pass  a  censure  on  the  Senate  for  having  suffered 
It  to  go  on,  because  the  presumption  is.  not  bar- 
ing been  sooner  called  to  order,  that  the  gentle* 
man  was  not  out  of  order.  But  will  it  be  sup* 
posed  for  a  moment  that  the  ffentleman  was  not 
out  of  order  ?  It  has  been  well  observed  that  on 
this  subject  two  resolutions  had  been  offered  to 
the  House  and  disagreed  to  bv  Urge  majorities. 
Although  I  was  a  member  or  the  Senate  when 
the  documents  were  communicated,  and  for  many 
years  since,  I  could  not  at  once  recollect  when 
or  how  they  were  communicated.  The  gentle* 
man  did  not  say  they  were  confidential.  y¥'heQ 
he  was  asked,  are  they  confidential— without 
looking  at  the  endorsement  or  anjrthing,  he  an- 
swered that  thev  were  confidential.  Is  there 
any  comparison  between  this  deliberate  peraaal 
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and  ▼ague  allasiojis  to  them?    Certainly  not.    I 
hope  the  resolution  will  pass. 

Mr.  Taylor  said  he  was  already  fully  sensible 
of  the  disadvantages  under  which  a  new  member 
labors  in  a  legislative  body;  but  if  he  had  totally 
forgotten  them.he  should  nave  been  reminded  of 
them  to-day.  but  if  the  situation  have  its  dis- 
advantages it  has  also  its  advantages.  I  was 
not  (said  Mr.  T.)  a  witness  of  the  previous  ab- 
errations from  order,  and,  therefore,  this  simple 
question  is  before  me:  Was  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  guilty  of  a  breach  of  order,  and  is 
he,  therefore,  amenable  to  the  Senate?  And  I 
should  not  now  rise  but  that  the  course  of  debate 
particularly  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  appears  to  have  led  the  Senate  from 
the  issue  in  fact  which  was  tendered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  himself.  The  justi- 
ficatioioygf  the  gentleman  is  still  almost  vibrating 
in  the  Wii  of  the  Senate — it  has  gone  abroad— 1 
have  seS  it  already  in  print.  He  did  not  justify 
the  perusal  on  the  ground  that  the  subject  had 
been -touched  upon  oy  other  gentlemen  of  the 
Senate,  but  because  it  was  a  great  question — a 

yuestion  of  war  or  peace;  and  he  took  the  ground, 
presume,  of  a  right  to  judge,  in  his  individual 
capacity^  of  the  propriety  of  divulging  or  not 
divulging  this  matter,  the  disclosure  of  which  is 
forbidden  by  the  rules  of  the  Senate.  That  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  the  issue  tendered  by  the  gen* 
tleman  himself.  The  rule  having  been  read  to 
xne,  and. the  gentleman  having  justified  his  de- 
parture from  it  on  the  ground  of  the  importance 
of  the  subject,  I  have  nothing  to  do  but  decide 
whether  we  shall  at  once,  by  suffering  the  trans- 
action to  pass  unnoticed,  do  away  all  that  confi- 
dence which  ouffht  to  subsist  between  the  differ- 
ent branches  of  the  Government.  I  cannot  unde^ 
these. circumstances  but  give  the  resolution  my 
decided  affirmative. 

Mr.  PiGK£aiNGb — Mr.  President,  when  I  came 
to  the  Senate  this  morning,  I  did  not  know  that 
any  gentleman  would  speak  either  for  the  pur- 
pose of  postponing  a  decision  on  the  question 
now  under  consideration,  or  of  explaining  it;  or 
take  any  ground  for  my  vindication.  All  that 
has  been  said  with  these  views  was  without  my 
previous  knowledge.  The  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut (Mr.  Dana)  has  taken  the  ground  on 
which  I  meant  to  rest  my  defence ;  and  his  ob- 
aervations  may,  therefore,  be  thought  to  super- 
sede any  of  my  own.  But,  not  thinkiog  of  such 
support,  I  had  endeavored  to  recollect  what  pass- 
ed on  the  first  day  the  West  Florida  bill  was 
under  discussion,  and  which  gave  occasion  to 
the  production  of  the  papers,  the  reading  of  which 
is  now  the  subject  or  censure.  To  repeat  what 
I  recollect  may  not  be  useless. 

The  gentleman  from  Vermont  on  my  left,  (Mr. 
Bradley,)  on  taking  up  the  bill,  and  advocating 
the  title  of  the  United  States  to  West  Florida 
(which  is  assumed  as  the  basis  of  the  bill)  refer- 
led  to  the  papers  relating  to  the  negotiation  for 
the  purchase  of  Louisiana;  and  asserted  that  the 
French  Ministers  had  then  stated  to  those  of  the 
United  States^  (Messrs.  Livingston  and  Monroe,) 


and  induced  them  to  beUeve,  that  Louisiana^ 
comprehended  West  Florida.  To  this  I  answer- 
ed, that  I  was  satisfied  the  gentleman  was  mis* 
taken;  that  I  had  some  recollection  of  those 
papers;  and  that  they  would  show  the  idea  of 
West  Florida  being  comprised  in  the  purchase 
of  Louisiana,  to  have  been  an  after-thought  of 
our  Ministers,  some  time  subsequent  to  the  con- 
clusion of  the  treaty.  I  also  repeated,  from  my 
recollection,  an  observation  of  our  Ministers  on 
the  occasion — that,  if  West  Florida  was  compre- 
hended, the  purchase  would  be  the  more  valua- 
ble. I  said  als(K  that,  prior  to  the  purchase, 
Louisiana  and  West  Florida  were  considered  as 
distinct  territories;  and  for  the  proof  I  referred  to 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Tallevrand  to  General  Arm- 
strong, in  consequence  or  his  application  for  the 
favorable  interpiosition  of  the  French  Grovem* 
ment  to  induce  Spain  to  cede  to  the  United 
States  both  the  Fioridas;  and  I  stated  that  the 
reasons  contained  in  that  letter  appeared  so  con- 
vincing, on  both  sides  of  the  Senate,  that  every 
mouth  was  shut,  as  to  our  title  to  West  Florida. 
In  this  manner  those  documents  were  origi- 
nally referred  to ;  and  although  they  had  been 
.confidentially  communicated,  which  no  gentle- 
man who  was  a  member  of  the  Senate  in  1803 
and  1805  could  have  forgotten,  yet  this  plain  and 
public  reference  to  them  passed  without  objec- 
tion. In  fact,  as  no  negotiation  was  pending,  as 
we  had  no  Minister  at  any  forei^pi  Court,  to  be 
affected  by  the  disclosure,  there  existed  no  reason 
for  concealment ;  and- 1  could  not  consider  the 
papers  any  longer  under  the  seal  of  secrecy,  and 
that  to  have  recourse  to  them  to  ascertain  mate- 
rial facts,  and  whether  the  memory  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  or  my  own  was  correct, 
would  be  a  "palpable'^  departure  from  the  rules, 
I,  therefore^  openly  referred  to  them.  But,  sir, 
on  Monday  last,  wheii  the  bill  was  again  taken 
up,  and  before  I  read  the  papers  in  question,  I 
gave  some  details^  to  show  how  the  negotiation 
relative  to  Louisiana  had  originated.  I  stated 
that  the  United  States  having  the  right  to  navi- 
gate the  Mississippi,  they,  in  1795,  acquired  the 
right  of  deposite  for  our  merchandise  and  effects 
at  New  Orleans,  by  our  treaty  with  Spain ;  that 
at  a  subsequent  period  (in  1801  or  1802)  this 
right  of  deposite  was  disputed,  and  the  naviga- 
tion obstructed.  I  remarked,  that  to  recover  our 
riehts  different  projects  were  suggested;  on  one 
side  it  was  proposed  to  resort  to  arms ;  on  the 
other,  to  take  a  pacific  course;  that  the  latter 
being  adopted,  our  Ministers  were  instructed  to 
negotiate  with  France  for  the  purchase  of  New 
Orleans  and  the  Fioridas,  or  lor  such  part  thereof 
as  could  be  obtained :  that  the  purchase  of  Louis- 
iana had  never  been  contemplated.  And  to  show 
the  error  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  oa 
the  first  discussion,  I  turned  to  a  letter  from  our 
Ministers,  dated  the  7th  of  June,  1803,  more  thaa 
five  weeks  after  the  treaty  had  been  concluded  ^ 
and  read  a  passa^  to  prove  what  1  suggested  on 
the  first  day's  discussion^  that  the  idea  of  West 
Florida  being  comprised  m  the  cession  of  Louis- 
iana, originated  with  themj  and  not  with  the 
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Mioialers  of  Fraace.  I  next  proee«ded  to  read 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Talleyraad  to  Greneral  Ario- 
stroDgf  of  the  21  st  of  December,  1804,  which  pro- 
duced the  powerful  effect  already  mentioned, 
when  first  read  in  the  Senate  six  years  ago. 
Hariog  proceeded  thus  deliberately;  having 

rtrticdail?  described  each  paper  before  I  read  it, 
presumed  everv  gentleman  of  the  Senate  who 
had  been  a  member  in  1803  and  1805,  knew  dis- 
tiDctI)[  whit  the  papers  were ;  and  perceiving  no 
objectioo,  I  could  only  suppose  that  the  Senate 
aeqaiesceJ,  and  in  fact  were  desirous  of  hearing 
them  read. 

Bat,  sit,  it  has  been  said  by  more  than  one 
gentlemao,  that  two  resolutions  for  the  prodac<> 
tioo  of  alt  the  papers,  of  whii^h  I  read  a^small 
part,  had  been  ofiered  and  rejected.  It  is  very 
tree;  aod- the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Smith)  has,  I  telieve.  correctly  stated  why  they 
were  rejected.  Not  tnat  the  Senate  were  deter- 
miaed  to  shut  their  eyes  against  all  evidehce,  but 
becaase  they  thought  our  title  to  West  Florida 
to  be  clear,  and  they  would  not  -spend  time  in 
ioFestigating  it.  It  -was  not  that  these  papers 
were  to  be  looked  up  forever ;  but  th^t  members 
were  so  well  satisfied  of  the  title,  they  wanted 
no  further  information  concerning  it.- 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carcriina  (Mr. 
Tatlor)  has  stated  my  having  pot  myself  on  the 
issue  of  fact,  and  taken  the  ground  of  justifica- 
tion. It  is  very  true,  and  that,  on  Monday,  when 
some  discussion  took  place,  I  offered^  at  the  mo- 
ment, what  appeared  to  me  a  substantial  reason 
wby  the  documents  should  be  read.  1  have  now 
explained  the  grounds  on  which  I  proceeded,  and 
really  cannot  out  think  they  wil(  prove  a  suffi- 
cient justification. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smitb^ 
said,  on  Monday,  that  there  would  be  no  objec- 
tion to  the  publication  of  the  papers  which  I 
read ;  and  that,  if  leave  had  been  asked  to  read 
them^it  would  doubtless  have  been  granted.  Then, 
sir,  no  harm  is  done.    What  is  the  reason  of  the 
rule  in  question  1    Its  object  is  to  prevent  the 
disclosure  of  any  facts  which  the  poolic  interest 
requires  to  be  kept  secret.    And  what  is  the  real 
state  of  the  case  under  consideration  ?    I  have 
publicly  read  to  the  Senate  some  papers  origi- 
nally copumonicated  confidentially,  on  a  subject 
concerning  which  there  is  no  negotiation  de- 
pending in  relation  to  any  foreign  Power,  or  any 
Minister  abroad ;  and  in  which  there  is  nothing 
any  loneer  requiring  secrecy.    Surely,  then,  the 
reason  ^r  this  rule  of  confidence  has  ceased ;  it 
did  not  apply  to  these  papers.    No  State  secret 
was  disclosed,  or  meant  to  be  disclosed.    When 
a  proposition  was  made  to  publish  the  whole  of 
the  documents^  I  myself  remarked  that  there 
were  some  which  it  might  be  impro|)er,  to  pub- 
lish.   What  dpes  this  prove  1    Certainly  that  I 
was  not  disposed  to  divulge  what  required  confi- 
dence.   And,  so  far  as  I  went.  I  really  conceived 
that  I  was  proceeding  with  the  approbation  of 
the  Senate. 

As  to  the  dpcaments  which  I  read,  the  reason 
of  the  rule  is  at  an  end.    And,  with  gentlemen 


of  the  bar,  the  maxim  is  familiar,  that  when  the 
reason  of  the  law  ceases,  the  law  itself  ceases. 
If  there  has  been  a  violation  of  the  rule,  it  is  of 
the  letter  only :  and  to  this  another  law  maxim 
applies— he  who  sticks  in  the  letter,  sticks  in  the 
bark.^  I  will  quote  one  more  maxim,  from  * 
higher  authority:  ^*The  letter  killeth,  but  the 
spirit  giveth  life." 

With  these  observations  I  will  close.  They> 
appear  to  me,  and  I  did  trust  they  would  have- 
appeared  to  the  Senate,  a  complete  vindication. 

Mr.  Cbampliii  said  he  could  not  put  his  hanA 
on  his  heart,  and  say  that  the  transaction  whicb 
was  the  subject  of  the  resolution  was  strictly 
correct.    Bat  circumstances  palliated   the  act; 
There  certainly  had  been,  in  the  previous  debate, 
some  allusion  to  papers  not  published.    Being  a 
new  member^  of  course  he  knew  very  little  about 
the  confidential  documents,  but  be  certainly  had 
beard  allusions  which  he  really  did  not  under- 
stand, having  reference  to  documents  of  which 
he  had  no  knowledge.    He  did  not  recollect  by 
what  gentleman  these  were  made.    What  had 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  done  1    Had 
be  taken  the  Senate  bv  surprise "?    No.    He  de- 
clared that  Prance  had  been  of  a  dififerent  opin- 
ion from  our  Administration  as  to  the  boundary ; 
that  on  application  an  answer  had  been  given  to 
them  by  Talleyrand,  which,  when  read,  had 
clbsed  every  mouth  in  the  Senate  on  the  subject 
of  the  title  of  the  United  States.    Mn  CI  said  he 
had  heard  no  objection  to  this  allusion ;  nothing 
had  been  said  about  it.    If  it  bad  been  the  inten- 
tion of  the  honorable  gentleman  to  have  palmed 
I  this  paper  on  the  public,  and  to  take  the  Senate 
by  surprise,  would  he  have  stated  what  he  did 
before  he  read  it  1    He  did  it  in  the  most  delib- 
erate manner,  and  called  the  attention  of  every 
member  to  it.    Mr.  C.  said  h^  was  very  glad  the 
paper  was  read,  and  he  hoped  gentlemen  would 
also  permit  it  to  be  published,  not  only  for  the 
information  of  the  Senate,  but  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  people,  because  he  considered  this 
question  as  one  of  peace  or  war.    He  himself 
could  not  consent  to  vote  on  this  bill  till  he  was 
better  informed ;  he  was  ignorant  of  many  points. 
From  the  open  manner  in  which  the  gentleman 
had  introduced  the  letter,  it  became  every  or  any 
one  who  had  a  knowledge  of  its  being  confiden- 
tial^ to  call  him  to  order.    If  I  am  called  upon 
to  express  my  opinion,  I  cannot,  in  conscience, 
say  the  gentleman  was  altogether  correct;  nei- 
ther was  it  correct  in  gentlemen  previously  to 
allude  to  those  papers.    I  think  the  gentleman 
had  no  right  to  decide  for  himself;  it  was  for  the 
Senate  to  decide  whether  it  would  be  proper  to 
disclose  them.    And  yet,  admitting  this  fact.  I 
cannot  consent  to  ^tve  my  vote  that  the  gentle- 
man has  been  guilty  of^  a  palpable  violation  of 
the  rule.    What,  sir,  shall  we 'for  this  ofience, 
declare  that  an  honorable  member  of  the  Senate, 
who  has  grown  grey  in  the  public  service,  whom 
I  venerate,  has  palpably  ofiended  against  our 
rules!    Mr.  C.  said  he  thought  tjie  gentleman's 
conduct  had  not  been  justified  fully  by  himself; 
but  there  were  strong  palliating  cireumstances. 
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As  to  politics,  if,  on  this  oceasion,  tfaef  were 
drawn  iato  view,  be  agreed  with  the  geDtieman, 
except  in  some  points  in  relation  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, in  which  he  did  not  agree  with  hfm.  Bot 
difference  of  opinion  from  the  gentleman  would 
not  induce  him  to  give  a  vote  to  stigmatize  him. 
To  pass  a  censure  on  a  man  |;ro^n  grey  in  the 
public  service,  as  a  palpable  violator  of  the  rules 
<of  the  Senafe,  he  could  not  agree;  He  most 
Tote  against  the  resolution,  and  he  hoped  that, 
from  that  vote,  no  inference  would  be  drawn  that 
lie  believed  the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  to  have 
been  entirely  correct. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  he  had  no  doubt 
on  his  miod,  that  if  the  gentleman  had  asked  the 
consent  of  the  Senate  to  read  those  papers,  it 
would  have  been  given.  The  gentleman,  how- 
ever, bad  said,  that  when  those  papers  were  r^ad, 
in  1805,  they  had  shut  the  mouth  of  every  mem- 
ber as  to  the  claim  of  the  United  States.  For 
my  own  part,  sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  can  only  state 
that  the  reading  of  those  papers  had  not  the 
least  effibct  whatever  on  my  opinion  as  to  the 
title  of  the  United  States.  I  did  then,  and  do 
now,  believe,  that  the  words  of  the  treaty,  by 
which  alone  we  and  they  are  bound,  did  give  us 
a  iair  right  to  the  country  in  question.  Neither, 
air,  can!  recollect  anv  act  at  that  time  pending 
before  Congress,  which  could  have  shown  that 
the  mouth  of  every  member  was  shut  as  to  this 
question. 

.  Mr.  AiiDBRsaif  said,  the  paper  in  question  had 
not,  at  the  time  it  was  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  he 
now  declared  it  might  not  have,  any  bearing  on 
the  title  of  the  United  States.  He  recollected 
that  this  letter  was  addressed  to  our  Minister  at 
a  time  when  they  wished  to  extend  the  boundary 
of  Bast  Florida'as  far  west  as  they  could,  in  or- 
der to  induce  the  United  States  to  give  a  greater 
price  for  it  than  they  would  otherwise  have  done. 

Mr.  Crawford  said^  he  regretted  extremely 
the  occasion  which  had  given  rise  to  this  discus- 
sion. It  was,  at  all  times,  unpleasant  to  come 
into  a  state  of  collision  with  those  with  whom 
we  are  called  uj^on  to  act,  and,  particularly  so, 
when  the  resolution  before  the  Senate  charged  a 
member  not  only  with  having  violated  a  rule, 
but  with  having  palpably  violated  it.  The  reso- 
lution assumed  a  fact,  not  denied,  that  certain 
confidential  papers  were  publicly  read  without  a 
removal  of  the  injunction  of  secrecy.  Mr.  C. 
said  he  was  not  in  his  place  when  this  unpleas- 
ant transaction  took  place,  nor  had  he  a  distinct 
recollection  of  what  nad  fallen  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont.  He  recollected,  to  be  sure, 
aome  metaphysical  ideas  expressed  by  the  gentle- 
mao,  to  whicn  he  did  not  assent.  If  the  gentle- 
man made  any  allusion  to  those  papers,  Mr.  C. 
said  he  could  not  have  detected  it,  as  he  bad 
never  before  heard  them;  nor,  probably,  were 
there  half  a  dozen  of  the  present  members  of  the 
Senate  who  had  heard  them.  Mr.  C.  said,  he 
oould  not,  unless  he  were  constrained,  from  the 
nature  of  the  act  itself,  charge  on  the  records  anv 
member  with  baring  deliberately  violated  such 
n  jiiJe  as  this.    He  most  believe  the  gentleman 


did  the  a«t  without  reflection.  Beiievtoffr  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  not  well  ex- 
amined the  matter,  and  did  not  intend  wilfully 
to  violate  the  rule,  he  moved  to  erase  from  the 
resolution  the  word  '*  palpable."  Every  one  must 
agree  that  the  gentleman's  conduct  waa  a  viola- 
tion of  the  rule. 

.Mr.  Clat  acceded  to  the  motion. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,.neni.  dU. 

Mr.  Llotd  said  he  had  considered  the  word 
"  palpable"  aa  meaning  an  intentional  violation 
of  the  rule.  As  it  was  admitted  now  that  the 
disclosure  had  been  attended  with  no  injury;  as 
the  gentleman  had  named  the  paper  he  was  about 
to  read,  and  no  one  had  objected  to  the  reading 
it;  ai\^  as  the  re^lution  would  go  to  imply  a 
censure  on  the  older  members  of  the  Senate,  as 
they  must  have  been  forgetful  of  one  of  the  most 
important  national  transactions,  or  have  been 
willing  to  avail  themselves  of  the  honest  zeal  of 
a  man  who  had  spent  his  life  in  the  public  ser- 
vice to  eiitrap  him,  and  put  a  censure  on  the 
journals  of  the  Senate  which  should  blast  bis 
character  abroad.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  insert 
before  the  word  "  violation"  the  word  ^'uointen- 
tional." 

Mr.  Clat  expressed  his  surorise  at  this  motion. 
If  it  were  persisted  in,  he  snouid  feel  himself 
bound  to  nmve  to  strike  out  of  the  word  the  syl- 
able  nn.  If  he  was  compelled  to  vote  at  all  upon 
the  subject,  he  would  say  that  the  gentlemaa's 
conduct  had  been  intentional.  But  when  all 
were  willing  to  soften  the  censure ;  when  a  gen* 
tleman  on  the  same  side  had  admitted  that  the 
gentleman's  conduct  was  inexcusable^  and  the 
gentleman  himself  did  not  say  that  his  act  was 
unintentional,  would  it  not  be  improper  in  the 
House' to  say  that  it  was?  If  the  thing  be  per- 
sisted in,  if  the  gentleman  urges  us  to  decide  a 
fact  to  which  I  was  willing  to  have  given  the  go* 
by,  I  must  feel  myself  bound  to  pronounce  it  an 
intentional  violation. 

Mr.  Anoersor  said  he  had  been  perfectly  wil* 
ling  to  erase  the  word  palpable;  but,  if  t^is  mo* 
tion  were  persisted  in,  he  must  call  for  the  yeas 
and  yeas  on  it;  and  the  gentleman  would  find 
the  effect  of  the  motion  very  different  from  what 
he  intended. 

Mr.  Franklin  repelled,  as  unfounded  in  fact, 
the  insinuation  of  a  design  in  the  old  Senators  to 
entrap  the  gentleman  from  Massacusetts. 

Mr.  Lloto  withdrew  his  motion,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  wishes  of  his  friends  near  him.  It 
was  possible,  ha  said,  that,  with  his  very  bad 
memory,  he  might  forget  transactions  of  a  week 
past.  But  he  wo^ld  not  take  back  the  declara- 
tion, either  that  gentlemen  had  forgotten  the  doc- 
uments or  were  guilty  of  a  breach  of  duty  in  not 
stopping  the  gentleman  from  giviog  them  to  the 
world.  The  proposition  before  the  Senate  was 
not  a  naked  one,  but  stated  two  facts ;  one,  that 
the  rule  was  violated,  and  the  other  that  it  had 
been  so  violated  as  to  deserve  one  of  the  most 
serious  censures.  Unless  gentlemen  could  make 
up  their  minds  to  say  that  it  was  an  intentional 
violation,  they  coald  not  tote  for  the  resolution. 
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Mr«  OooDBioB  Mid,  tint  the  g roonds  oa  wbich 
geDtlemen  supported  the  resolatioQ  were  as  he 
apprehended  too  limited  aad  partial ;  they  seeiued 
to  suppose  that  oar  aiteotion  ought  to  hecoafioed 
solelf  to  the  quescioo,  whether  or  not  the  traas- 
aeiioQ  alluded  to  was  an  infracUba  of  the  Sen- 
ate's rule.  To  give  the  subject  the  liberal  and 
just  Tiew  it  merits,  other  and  important  consider- 
atioDs  most  be  noticed.  We  most  consider  the 
nature  and  character  of  the  transaction,  its  ef* 
fects  in  reJatioa  to  the  Senate,  and  the  public  in- 
terests, and  what  is  proper  for  ui  to  do.  On  a  caadid 
examioation  of  these  questions,  I  am  persuaded 
that  it  will  be  found  that  neither  a  respect  for  the 
order  or  honor  of  the  Senate,  nor  any  of  the  i^ub- 
lic  interests,  r]equire  the  adoption  of  the  reao^tion* 
It  is  not  denied,  it  is  admitted,  that  the  transac- 
tion was  an  infraction  of  the  letter  of  the  rule. 
Does  it  thenca  conclusively  follow  that  the  reso- 
lution is  necessary  or  proper?  The  occurrence 
is  not  UDcommon  for  gentlemen  in  the  zeal  and 
ardor  of  diseussioB  to  trespass  on  the  rules  of  or- 
der  prescribed  for  their  conduct.  And  it  may  be 
asked,  whether  this  be  the  only  instance  in  which 
documents'of  a  coofidential  nature  bare  been  ad- 
verted to  and  commented  on  ia'public  debate  7 
On  ordinary  occasions^ Mr.  President^  under  your 
superintendence^  order  is  preserved,  Without  being 
orer  nice  and  critical  on  questions  of  this  sort* 

And  this,  sir,  may  be  one  reason,  why  the  Sen- 
ate is  distiitgnished,  as  it  eminently  is,  for  the  de- 
corum of  their  proceedings.  Admitttug  what,  it 
is  believed,  no  one  is  disposed  to  question,  that 
there  has  been  an  infraction  of  the  rule  literally 
coDtideredj  are  we,  I  ask,  bound,  as  gentlemen  in- 
sist, to  notice  it,  and  in  this  novel  and  unprece- 
dented manner,  bj  recording  it  in  our  journals? 
It  will  not  escape  the  attention  of  gentlemen  that 
a  proposition  may  be  true — but,  being  a  mere  ab- 
stract proposition,  lends  to  no  practical  use ;  it 
msy  neither  do  ffood  or  harni.  This  resolution 
bowerer  is  not  altogether  of  that  cast ;  it  is  not  a 
mere  abstract  proposition  in  itself  innocent  and 
harmless ;  in  many  respects  it  is  extremely  excep- 
tionable. It  does  not,  as  it  ought,  fully  state  the 
ease.  Those  prominent  circumstances  which 
forcibly  mark  the  quality,  and  go  to  decide  the 
character  of  the  transaction,  are  left  out*  They 
passed  before  us :  we  were  witnesses  of  them,  and 
since,  in  our  preaent  discussion,  they  have  been 
brought  fresh  to  our  recollection  by  a  minute  aad 
ftithful  recital  of  them.  Can  gentlemen  say 
those  circumstances  are  not  essential  to  the  form- 
ing a  true  and  correct  estimate  of  the  transaction  ? 
And  if  so,  how  can  we  justify  a  vote  in  favor  of 
the  resolution,  when  there  is  left  out  of  it  facts 
important  to  the  true  and  correct  state  of  the 
whole  case?  The  resolution  implies  censure.  It 
is  not  merited.  Taking  everything  into  conside* 
mion,  no  one  can  suppose  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman whose  conduct  is  impeached  was  actuated 
by  improper  views.  I  do  not  believe  that  he  had 
any  idea  of  violating  the  confidence  enjoined  by 
the  Senates  rale  ;  what  may  be  said  is,  that  there 
has  been  a  want  of  that  circumspectful  attention 
to  its  injunctions  that  their  peremptory  nature  re* 


quired.  He  haaofiended  la  the  leiter.  If  he  had 
other  than  honest  and  fair  views,  why  did  be  read 
the  docuoMUts  in  the  open  and  public  manner  he 
hdd  done,  first  naming  each  of  them  aad  com- 
menting on  their  contents  as  he  proceeded  ?  And 
are  not  the  previous  circumstances  so  often  mren- 
tioned,  naturally  leading  |to  th^  proceeding,  and 
the  silence  of  the  Senate  on  the  occurrence  while 
passing  before  us  to  be  Uken  into  account  ?  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  CaAW- 
pqrd)  with  a  candor  which  marks  bis  conduct, 
says  that  he  does  not  believe  that  there  was  a 
criminal  intent  to  violate  the  rule.  If  I  under- 
stood him  he  placed  it  oo  the  grounds  I  am  dis- 
posed to  consider  it ;  as  proceeding  from  want  of 
circumspection,  indiscretion,  and  not  from  inten- 
tion. Believing  this,  sir^  I  cannot  consent  to  place 
on  the  records  a  resolution  which  goes  unques- 
tionably in  its  nature  to  censure  the  conduct  of 
the  honorable  gentleman,  and  without  any  of  the 
accompanying  circumstances  which  mark  the 
character  of  the  whole  transaction.  While  we 
seek  to  maintain  inviolate  the  order  and  dignity 
of  the  body  of  which  we  are  members,  we  ought 
not  to  overlook  those  considerations  of  respect 
and  justice  which  are  due  to  every  individual 
memlM^r. 

In  respect  to  our.  proceedings  on  this  resolution, 
so  far  aa  they  relate  to  the  Senate,  and  what  best 
comports  with  our  own  honor,  permit  me  to  ask 
of  gentlemen,  whether  we  are  not  attaching  to 
the  act  an  importance  in  the  public  view  greater 
than  it  really  merits. 

This  resolution  will  give  to  the  occurrence  a 
consequence,  which  it  could  acquire  onlv  bv  our 
own  act,  and,  instead  of  protecting,  we  sliall  sac- 
rifice our  honor.  Will  not  our  proceedings  par- 
take of  an  oppressive  severity,  rather  than  of  the 
liberality,  candor  and  justice,  the  case  under  all 
its  circumstances  demands?  No  public  interest 
has  been  prejudiced,  at  home  or  abroad.  Nothing 
has  been  revealed  which  it  was  necessary  or  im- 
portant longer  to  keep  secret. 

There  is  due  from  each  member  of  the  Senate, 
to  all  the  members,  that  candor  and  liberality 
wbich  may  give  to  our  proceedings  such  a  spirit 
of  harmony  and  consistencjr,  as,  however  we  may 
differ  on  great  questions,  will  leave  us  to  discuss 
subjects  here,  with  that  attention  and  deliberation 
which  serves  the  |;reat  interests  of  the  country. 
But  if,  on  unioteottonal  violations  of  the  rules  of 
the  House,  and  in  their  letter  only,  we  bring  for- 
ward aiKl  record  on  our  journals  particular  prop- 
ositions pointing  to  the  fact  itself,  and  conveying 
censure,  instead  of  promoting  we  shall  derogate 
from  the  order  and  narmony  of  our  proceedings, 
and  the  dignity  and  honor  of  the  Senate. 

Believing,  as  I  do,  that  whatever  infraction  of 
the  rule  has  taken  place  has  been  merely  in  the 
letter,  proceeding  not  from  intention  but  from 
want  of  circumspection  and  discretion,  that  no 
public  interest  has  been  prejudiced  by  the  trans- 
action, and  none  will  be  promoted  by  the  reso- 
lution, I  cannot  give  to  it  my  assent. 

Mr.  Pickering. — Mr.  President,  I  am  much 
obliged  by  the  liberal  sentiments  expressed  to- 
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wards  me  by  my  friend  at  my  ri^ht  hand,  ( Mr 
GooDBicB,)  but  I  do  not  feel  wiibog  to  coosider 
the  aet  which  is  the  subject  of  the  resolution  as 
an  indiscretion.  I  know,  sir,  my  own  frailty ; 
and  am  far  from  intimating  that  I  am  above  tne 
commission  of  an  indiscretion :  but  I  do  feet  that 
I  have  committed  none  in  the  present  case. 

There  are  two  ways,  sir,  in  which  the  assent  of 
an  individual  or  of  a  body  of  men  may  be  given ; 
by  words — or  by  their  silence.  I  have  stated  the 
ODJect  of  my  reading  the  papers  adverted  to,  and 
the  circumstances  which  accompanied  the  same ; 
and  not  doubting  that  the  gentlemen  who,  with 
me,  were  members  of  the  Senate  at  the  times 
when  those  papers  were  laid  before  us,  know  that 
they- were  confidentially  communicated,  and  yet 
made  no  objection  to  the  reading  of  them-*I  nat- 
urally inferred  that  the  Senate  assented  to  the 
act :  Under  these  circumstances  I  cannot  view  it 
as  an  indiscretion. 

The  question  on  the  resolution,  as  amended,  by 
leaving  out  the  word  "  palpable,"  was  then  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — yeas  20,  nays  7,  as  fol- 
lows: 

TsAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Brent,  Gampbell,  Clay, 
Ckmdit,  Crawford,  Cntts,  Franklin,  €rai!laid,  German, 
Gilman,  Leib,  Mathewson,  Read,  Robinson,- Smith  of 
Manrland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Whiteside. 

If  ATS — ^Messrs.  Bradley,  ChampUn,  Dana,  Goodridi, 
Horsey,  Lambert,  and  Lloyd. 


Thursday,  January  3. 

Mr.  Campbell  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  surveyio^  and  making  of  certain  roads  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by  the  treaty  of 
Brownstowo,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 

The  bill^  entitled  "An  act  making  an  addition- 
al appropriation  to  supplv  the  deficiency  in  the 
appropriation  for  the  relief  and  protection  of 
distressed  American  seamen  during  the  year 
1810."  was  read  the  third  time;  and,  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Llotd,  it  was  agreed,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to  make  the  appro- 
priation "seventy-six  thousand  dollars." 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Pope,  the  bill  authorizing 
a  subscription  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to 
the  stock  of  the  Ohio  Cfanal  Companv  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  ana  report  there- 
on; and  Messrs.  Pope,  Anderson,  and  Bradley, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands,  and  for  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Or- 
leans and  Louisiana."  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Campbell,  Crawford,  Gregg,  Brad- 
let,  and  Dana,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed* 
a^  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  suspend  the  second  sec- 
tion of  (he  act,  entitled  *An  act  regulating  foreign 


coins,  and   for  other  purposes,"  with  amend-  i 
ments,  in  whieh  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate.    They  have  also  passed  a  bill,  enti-  ' 
tied  "An  act  providing  for  the  removal  of  the  . 
Land  Office  estabrisbed  at  Nashville,  in  the  Siite 
of  Tennessee,  and  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  i 
Rnd  to  authorize  the  register  and  receiver  of  pab- 
lie  moneys  to  superintend  the  public  sales  of  land 
in  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river;"  in  which  bill 
they  desire  the  concorrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representa* 
tives  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  suspend  the 
second  section  of  the  aet,  entitled  'An  act  regula- 
ting fareign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes,"  were 
read 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradley,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed,  and  the  amend- 
ments ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  the  additional  Assistant  Postmaster 
General,"  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
by  the  select  committee;  and,  havine  agreed 
thereto,  the  President  reported  the  bid  to  the 
House  amended  accordingly.  On  the  qaestioo, 
Shall  this  bill  be  read  the  third  time  as  amended? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,'  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in 
force  for  a  further  time  the  first  section  of  the  act, 
entitled  *An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  Bar- 
bary  Powers." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  ascertain  and  settle,  by  the 
appointment  of  commissioners,  the  exterior  line 
of  the  public  land  at  West  Point  with  the  adjoin- 
ing proprietor;"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith, 
of  wew  York,  it  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
SiirrB,  of  New  York,  bRAnLET,and  Dana,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  declaring  the  laws  now  in  force 
in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  to  extend  to,  ^^^,^^ 
have  full  force  and  effect  to,  the  river  Perdido, 
pursuant  to  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris,  on  toe 
30th  day  of  April,  1803,  and  for  other  purposes; 
and  on,  motion,  by  Mr.  Franklin,  the  galleries 
were  cleared  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber closed. 

A  confidential  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  . 

The  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber  were  opened ; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Braolet,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  last  mentioned  was  postpon- 
ed until  to-morrow. 


Frioay,  January  4. 
Mr.  Campbell  asked  and  obuined  l^&J®  ^^ 
bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  surveying  i^nd  m^ 


85 


HISTORT  OF  GONaRBSS. 


86 


Jaxuart,  1811« 


ProeeedingB^ 


Sbhats. 


kiog  of  certain  roada  in  the  State  of  Obio,  as  eon* 
tem plated  in  the  treaty  of.  BrowastowD,  in  tlM 
Territory  of  Michigan  $  and  the  bill  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  CuTTS,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
ameodment  to  the  bill,  eatitled  "An  act  to  fix  the 
compensation  of  the  additional  Assistant  Post* 
master  General,"  correctly  engrossed;  and  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  Pb£8idbnt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  on  the  sale  of  public  arms  to 
indiridual  States,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  the 
second  of  April,  1808.  entitled  ^An  act  to  author- 
ize the  sale  of  pabltc  arms;"  which,  waa  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Lbib  presented  the  memorial  of  John  Bio* 
KD,  W.  John  Doane,  and  R.  C.  Weightman,  sub- 
mitting a  proposal  for  priiuing  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  upon  conditions  therein  stated; 
aod  the  menaorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
aad  Messrs.  Leib,  Goodricb,  and  Hobsey,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Leib  submitted  the  following  motion : 

Retohedf  Tbrnt  a  «3onimittee  of  three  members  of  the 
Sentte  be  appointed,  who,  with  three  members  of  the 
House  of  SepresentatiTes,  to  be  appointed  by  the  said 
HoQM,  ihsU  have  the  application  of  the  money  appro* 
pristed  by  the  ^Act  making  a  further  appropriation  for 
rapport  of  a  litesiy/'  pasMi  the  Slst  of  Febraary,  1806 ; 
sad  diat  the  Secretary  give  infimnation  thereof  to  the 
House  of  RepresentatiTes; 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force, 
for  a  farther  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  en- 
titled ^Aa  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce 
aod  seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the  Bar- 
hary  Powers,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  eatitled  ''An  act  for  the  removal  of 
the  land  office  established  at  Nashville,  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  and  Canton^  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  to  authorize  the  re^ist^r,  and  recei- 
Terof  jHiblic  moneys  to  superintend  the  public 
sales  oi^  land  in  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river," 
wu  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  seamen  of  the  United 
States  was  read  the  second  time,  and  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Llotd,  the  farther  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

On  motion  oy  Mr.  Horsey, 

Regolved,  That  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale 
aod  grant  of  a  certain  quantity  of  public  land  to 
the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Horsey,  Franklin, 
uid  CoMDiT,  be  the  committee. 


Monday,  January  7. 

James  A.  Bayard,  from  the  State  of  Delaware, 
took  his  seat  ih  the  Senate. 

ThePaESiDENT  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  expenditures  of  the 


moneys  appropriated  for  the  continffent  expenses 
of  the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year  1810. 
in  conformity  to  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  or 
third  March,  1869,  further  to  amend  the  several 
acts  for  the  eatabliahment  of  the  Treasury,  War; 
and  Navy  Departments ;  which  was  read  for  con- 
sideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  4th 
instant,  on  the  subject;  and 

Reaohedy  That  a  committee  of  three  members 
of  the  Senate  be  appointed,  who,  with  three 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  said  House,  shall  have  the  ap- 
plication of  the  moneys  appropriated  by  the  '^Act 
making  a  further  appropriation  for  the  support  of 
a  library,"  passed  the  21st  of  February,  1806; 
and  that  the  Secretary  give  information  thereof 
to  the  Honse  of  Representatives. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Lbib,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, and  CoNDiT,  be  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  making 
of  certain  roads  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  contem- 
plated by  the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Campbell,  Brad- 
ley, and  Grboo,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Mills,  a  debtor  in  confinement  at  the  suit  of  the 
United  States  in  the  jail  at  Haddam,  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  praymg  the  interposition  of  Con- 
gress on  his  behalf,  tor  reasons  therein  mentioned; 
and  the  petition  was  read. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Potomac, 
and  the  bill  to  ii^;orporate  the  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington; also,  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscri- 
bers to  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  were 
severally  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  providing  for 
the  removal  of  the  land  office  established  at  Nash- 
ville, in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  Canton,  in 
the  State  of  Obio,  and  to  authorize  the  register 
and  receiver  of  public  moneys  to  superintend 
the  sales  of  public  land  in  the  district  East  of  Pearl 
river ;"  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Campbell,  the  bill 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Campbbli., 
Franklin,  and  Bayard,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatirea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  fix 
the  compensation  of  the  additional  Assistant 
Postmaster  General." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  ainend- 
ment  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  the  additional  Assistant  Postmaster 
General." 

Reeolvedj  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
amendment  to  the  said  bill. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  suspend  the  second 
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•eetioD  of  the  act,  eDtitled  *Aq  act  regulating  for- 
eign coins,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and,  on  mo* 
lion,  by  Mr.  Llotd,  they  were  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Lloyd,  Bradliy,  and  Smitb  of  Mary- 
land, were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prksident  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

lUpreeentatives  of  the  United  States : 

I  communicate,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  the 
report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  of  the  operation 
of  that  establishment  during  the  last  year. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Jakvabt  7, 1811. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  collectors  of  the  ports 
of  Norfolk,  Baltimore,  and  Philadelphia;  and, 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Lbib,  the  consideration  thereof 
was  further  postponed.  ^ 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Clat,  the  galleries  were 
cleared,  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber 
closed* 


Tuesday,  January  8. 

Tbomas  WoBTBiRaTON,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  place 
of  Rbtdrn  JoNA^BAiN  Mstos,  resigned,  produced 
his  credentials,  which  were  read ;  and  the  oath 
prescribed  by  law  having  been  adminiatered  to 
oim,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  ^he  Committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale  and 
grant  of  a  certain  quantity  of  public  land  to  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Grego  presented  the  petition  of  Isaac 
Wayne,  son  and  executor  of  the  late  Major  Gen- 
eral Anthony  Wayne,  praying  remission  of  certain 
sums  found  against  the  estate  of  his  father  on  set- 
tlement of  his  account  with  the  Treasury  officers, 
for  reasons  therein  stated ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con* 
sider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Gregg,  Pickerino,  and  Rbbo,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  pRESioENT  communicated  a  letter  signed 
Adam  Seybert,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  House  of  Representatires  to  pro- 
vide for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  books  in  the  li- 
brary belonging  to  Congress^  stating  that  they 
are  in  great  danger  of  being  rumed  in  consequence 
of  leaks  in  the  roof  of  the  building,  and  asking 
permission  to  place  them  for  a  time  in  one  of  the 
committee  rooms  belonging  to  the  Senate;  and 
the  letter  was  read. 

Resolved^  That  the  Senate  comply  with  the 
request  contained  therein, and  assign  their  largest 
committee  room  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Smitb  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  9th  December,  on  the  subject, 
reported  a  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 


corps  of  engineers ;  which  was  read,  and  passei 
to  the  second  reading.  ' 

Mr.  Lloyo  presented  the  petition  of  Nathaniel 
F.  Fosdick,  late  eoUector  of  the  district  of  Port*! 
land  and  Falmouth,  now  in  confinement,  at  the 
suit  of  the  United  States,  in  Portland,  in  the  Dis«i 
trict  of  Maine,  and  prating  the  interposition  of 
Congress  on  his  behalf,  for  the  reasons  therein 
stated ;  and  the  petition  was  read  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Lloto,  Brad- 
lb  y,  and  CiTTTs,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Smith  of  New  York,  presented  the  ine« 
morial  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank 
of  New  York,  prayini^  a  renewal  of  the  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^  for  reasons 
therein  stated  ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  18th 
December,  to  consider  the  petition  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  same  subject.  The  memorial  is 
as  follows : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeniativea  of  the 
United  SkUes,  the  memorial  of  the  President  and 
Directors  of  Ms  Bank  of  New  York,  respectfully 
showeth: 

That,  Tiewing  with  solidtade  the  question  ncm  be* 
fore  yonr  honorable  Houses,  for  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^  they  feel  it 
dieir  duty  to  express,  with  aU  sobnussion,  their  senti- 
ments upon  the  subject. 

They  will  not  presume  to  enter  into  any  genenl  dis- 
cussion of  the  utility  of  banking  institutions,  but  will 
confine  their  observstions  to  those  points,  which  their 
situation,  as  directors  of  a  bank,  gives  them,  perhaps, 
peculiar  advantages  in  judging  of. 

They  view  the  institution  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  as  highly  useful  to  the  State  banks.  From  the 
extent  of  its  capital,  its  numeroua  brandies,  and,  above 
all,  from  the  protection  of  the  Government,  it  is  enabled 
to  fadlitste  remittances  to  every  part  of  the  United 
States,  to  equalise  the  balance  of  specie  capital  among 
the  different  cities,  and,  in  cases  of  any  sudden  pres- 
sure upon  the  merchants,  to  step  forward  to  their  aid, 
in  a  degree  which  the  State  banks  are  unable  to  do. 
It  is  also  able  to  assist  any  State  institution,  which, 
from  peculiar  circumstances,  may  require  it. 

The  Bank  of  New  York  having  been  established 
prior  to  the  incorporation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  the  directors  have  witnessed,  from  the  very 
commencement  of  the  branch  bank  in  this  city,  thie 
influence  of  such  an  institution,  as  well  as  the  conduct 
of  those  to  whose  management  it  has  been  intrusted 
during  that  whole  period,  and  your  memorialists  de- 
clare, with  confidence,  thst,  in  their  opinion,  that  power 
has  been  uniformly  exerted  with  prudence,  as  it  re- 
spected the  public ;  with  great  liberality  as  it  respected 
other  institutions. 

At  any  period,  great  inconveniences  must  result  from 
the  sudden  withdrawing  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
active  capital  of  a  commercial  country ;  but,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  memorialists,  such  an  event  would  be 
attended  with  pecuHar  distress,  st  the  present  time, 
when,  from  the  aggressions  of  foreign  Governments, 
such  immense  sums  have  been  sequestered,  and,  in 
various  .ways,  detained  in  Eun^,  and  when  the  mar* 
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ehanta»  from  the  embainimenu  of  oonuiMrca  ir  almott 
every  quarter*  axe  derived  of  Uunr  uiaal  reeoiirccoL 
It  U  wdl  known  that  there  never  has  been  a  greater 
demand  fiir  jnoney  in  the  commercial  cities  th^n  at  the 
preient  time*  although  it  appeam  that  the  Bank  of  the 
iJnited  States  hea  not  jet  commenced  that  reduction 
of  its  loans,  which  must  take  place,  in  the  case  of  the 
charter  not  being  renewed.  The  demands  already 
made  upon  the  State  banks  haye  pressed  them  to  their 
utmost  limits,  and,  from  these  causes,  they  will  be  u^ 
terly  unable  to  supply,  in  any  considerable  degree^  that 
aid  which  has  hitherto  been  afforded  by  the  Bank  of 
the  tinited  States.  The  consequences  must  be,  very 
great  and  indiTidual  distress,  and  heavy  losses,  as  well 
to  the  revenue  as  to  all  the  moneyed  institutions*  The 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  will  render  such  reductions  unnecessary,  and 
by  relieving  the  apprehensions  now  ezdted  thnaugh 
almost  OTexy  class  of  the  community,  restore  that  con- 
fidence so  essential  to  the  aystem  of  public  credit,  under 
which  the  United  Statea  have  so  much  prospered. 

Yoar  memorialists,  therefore,  cannot  but  hope  and 
folidt  that  the  charter  of  the .  Bank  of  the  United 
States  may  be  renewed. 

M.  CLARK80N,  Pruidint. 

Attest:  CnAn^ss  Wi2.ksb,  Cashier, 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Clat,  the  galleries  were 
cleared,  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber 
closed. 


Wednesdat,  January  9. 

Mr.  LkOTn  presented  the  petition  of  Ebenezer 
Rollins,  of  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
praying  the  interpositiou  of  Congress  on  his  be- 
hali  in  relation  to  debentures  oo  a  parcel  of  coffee 
by  him  exported,  on  board  the  ship  Rebecca  Cof- 
fin, to  Qotteaburg,  withheld  by  the  collector  of 
the  port  of  Boston,  owing  to  ioformalities  arising 
from  causes  beyond  his  control,  as  is  stated  in  the 
petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  24th  of 
December,  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief 
of  George  Armroyd  and  Co.,"  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon. 

The  PB£siDfiifT  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretar^r  of  the  Navy  on  the  expenditures 
and  application  of  the  moneys  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  from  the  1st  of  Octobef|  3809,  to  the 
dOth  of  September,  1810,  inclusive,  made  in  oi>e- 
dieoce  to  the  first  section  of  the  act  passed  <he  3d 
of  March,  1609,  entitled,  ''An  act  farther  to 
amend  the  several  acts  for  the  estahlishmcnt  a&d 
pegnlafioo  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  De- 
partneota  f^  and  the  report  was  read  for  consider- 
atioo. 

On  motioB,  by  Mr»  Clay,  the  galleries  were 
cleared,  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber 
elosed. 


Thursday,  January  10. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  corps 
of  engineers  was  read  the  second  time. 

Ob  motion,  by  Mr.  Pope,  the  gslleries  were 
detred  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber 
closed  'f  and  after  the  consideration  of  the  Exec- 
utive and  confidential  business,  the  doors  of  the 
Senate  Chamber  were  opened. 


Mr.  SiiiTir,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  a  number  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
residing  in  the  city  of  New  York,  signed,  in  tbeir 
behalf,  M.  Cltrkson,  chairman,  and  praying  an 
extension  ofthecbarteroftbe  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  for  reasons  therein  stated ;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  18th  of  December  to  consider 
tbe  petition  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  on  the  same  subject. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  oi  the 
whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Wash 
ington ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  uatil  to-morrow. 

GENEKAL  WAYNE. 

Mr.  Grego,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Isaac  Wayneison  and  exe* 
cotor  of  tbe  late  Major  General  Anthony  Wayne, 
made  report  i  which  was  read ;  and  the  report,  to* 
getber  with  tbe  petition,  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate.  The  Committee  report  aa 
as  follows : 

That  they  have  consideied  the  said  memorial,  ia 
which  are  stated  the  several  items»  charged  in  the  pub- 
lic accoants  against  the  deceased*  and  from  which  the 
memorialist  prays  the  estate  of  the  dtceaaed  may  be 
relieved ;  and  several  other  items  for  which  he  con- 
ceives the  deceased  entitled  to  credit.  That  the 
grounds  on  which  this  relief  and  allowance  are  prayed 
for,  being  distinctly  stated  ia  the  memorial,  the  com- 
mittee desire  it  may  be  considered  aa  a  part  of  theii 
report;  adding  only  that  they  have  examined  volnm« 
inous  documents  produced  by  the  memorialise*  which 
eou&rm  those  statements.  The  committee  beiagi 
therefore,  of  opinion  that  he  is  justly  entitled  to  the 
relief  and  allowance  prayed  for,  they  further  beg  leave 
to  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

WASHiireTox,  Januanf  7, 1611. 
7b  f  Ac  honorable  the  Senate,  and  the  honorable  the 

House  of  RnreeeniaiivtB  of  the  United  States  of 

America  in  Uongress  assembled,  humbly  shows  .* 

Isaac  Wayne,  son  and  executor  of  the  late  Major 
General  Anthony  Wayne,  that  his  father,  after  a  life 
distinguished  by  services  rendered  to  the  United  States, 
died  on  the  15th  day  of  December,  1796,  at  Fort  Erie ; 
that  his  letter-books  and  original  entries,  and  most  of 
his  private  papers,  were,  owing  to  the  place  and  circum* 
stances  in  which  he  died,  wholly  lost  to  his  family^ 
though  eveiy  exertion  has  been  made  by  his  executor 
to  recover  them. 

That  soon  after  his  death,  your  petitioner  person- 
ally, and  subsequently  by  letter,  applied  at  the  De- 
partment of  War  for  a  statement  of  his  accounts ;  bnt| 
owing  to  the  obscurity  and  uncertainty  in  which  they 
were  enveloped  by  the  place  and  circumstances  of 
his  father's  death,  he  was  never  able  to  obtain  sndi  a 
statement;  and  in  the  daily  hope  that  time  would  pat 
into  his  possession  satisfactory  vouchers,  to  enable  him 
to  sabstantiate  his  claim  for  that  balance,  which,  he 
had  reason  to  believe,  was  dne  to  him  from  the  United 
States,  he  postponed  an  ultimate  settlement.  But  in 
that  hope  he  has  Been  disappointed ;  and  the  Comp* 
troller  of  the  Treasury,  having  called  upon  him, 
through  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  Btates,  for 
the  payment  of  an  apparent  balance,  on  the  books  of 
the  Treasury,  he  is  necessitated,  for  the  allowance  of 
okims  resulting  from  evidence  in  die  possesion  si 
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your  petitioner,  (for  which,  howerer,  the  Tonchen  re- 
qaired  by  law,  or  official  rulee,  sre  incafficient,)  to  re- 
sort to  the  justice  and  equity  of  the  Congreis  of  the 
United  States ;  in  the  extension  of  which,  towards 
him,  he  relies  with  foil  confidence,  after  the  particulars 
on  which  his  claim  is  founded  have  been  distinctly 
spread  before  them. 

This  your  petitioner  solicits  liberty  to  do,  in  the  pres- 
ent memorial,  not  only  out  of  regard  to  the  interest 
of  the  heirs  of  General  Wayne,  who  have  a  deep  stake 
in  the  result,  but  also  from  respect  to  an  officer  not 
more  distinguished  for  his  courage  and  capacity  in  the 
field  than  for  his  delicacy  and  precision  for  all  the  pe- 
cuniary concerns  of  his  department. 

The  difficulties  attending  the  settlement  of  his  ae* 
counts  arise  from  three  items»  Charged  by  the  officers 
of  the  Treasury,  erroneously,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
petitioner,  and  by  the  refiisal  to  allow  certain  claims 
for  compensation  and  advances,  just  and  necessary  in 
their  nature,  though  not  supported  by  legal  vouchers ; 
the  want  of  which  results  fiK>m  the  nature  of  the  ser- 
vice, or  the  circumstances  attending  the  death  of  Gen- 
eral Wayne. 

The  first  item,  to  which  your  petitioner  objects,  is  a 
diarge  of  $639- 11.  This  charge  is  founded  on  an 
order,  drawn  by  General  Wayne,  in  favor  of  Captain 
Zebulon  Pike,  a  sub-legionary  major  pro  iemparet 
which,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Department  of 
War,  cannot  be  allowed,  there  having  been  a  sub- 
legionary  major  then  existing.  But  your  petitioner, 
to  repel  this  charge,  has  this  evidence :  that  Captain 
Isaac  Gnion,  the  regular  sub-legionary  major,  was  ta- 
ken out  of  actual  service  by  civil  and  military  process ; 
that  the  eommander  had  an  authority  to  supply  the 
vacancy  thus  created;  and  that  such  appointment 
pro  tempore  took  place,  and  was  necessaiy,  inasmuch 
as  it  was  made  in  the  month  of  May,  1794,  when  the 
army  was  about  to  march  into  the  Indian  countiy  upon 
the  great  service  of  that  year. 

The  second  item  of  charge,  to  which  your  petitioner 
objects,  amounts  to  $206  04,  and  is  founded  on  an 
order  in  favor  of  Major  Thomas  Hughes.  This  charge 
has  been  debited  to  General  Wayne,  because  it  was 
for  pay  and  emoluments  allowed  to  Hughes  after  resig- 
nation, to  which  time  only,  according  to  the  rules  of 
the  office,  he  was  entitled  to  them.  To  this  your 
petitioner  is  enabled  to  reply,  that  when  Major  Hughes 
resigned,  he  was  in  the  Indian  oountr}',  and  that  the 
allowance  for  pay  and  emoluments  after  that  period 
was  for  the  time  necessary  to  enable  him  to  reach  the 
residence  of  his  family ;  and  that  this  allowance  had 
always  been  made  in  like  cases  by  the  predecessors 
of  General  Wayne. 

The  third  item  is  for  meal,  flour,  liquor,  and  small 
parts  of  rations,  drawn  from  the  commissary  general 
at  Greenville,  Miama,  and  Detroit,  in  August,  Septem- 
ber, and  November,  1796,  amounting  to  $1,781  46. 
Concerning  this  charge,  your  petitioner  has  only  to 
observe  that  General  Wayne  was,  during  those  months, 
at  those  posts,  surrounded  by  crowds  of  starving  and 
necessitous  Indians,  which  it  was  the  policy  of  the 
United  States,  and  his  duty,  not  to  allow  to  suffer 
while  in  their  garrisons.  From  the  time,  manner,  and 
place  of  General  Wayne's  death;  from  the  known 
fact  that  he  never  drew,  at  any  time  during  his  com- 
mand, public  rations  for  his  private  table ;  fit>m  the 
long  period  which  has  elapsed  without  any  fault  of  his 
representatives ;  and  from  the  other  circumstances  in 
hia  case,  your  petitioner  confidently  relies  tlmt  the  ac- 


counting officers  win  be  directed  to  credit  General 
Wayne's  estate  for  the  full  amount  of  this  item. 

The  first  claim  for  allowance  made  by  your  peti- 
tioner, as  representative  of  General  Wayne,  and  which 
the  officers  of  the  Treasury  do  not  deem  themselves 
authorized  to  pass  to  his  credit,  ia  a  charge  for  compen- 
sation, as  aole  commissioner,  appointed  for  negotiating 
a  treaty  with  the  western  Indians.  It  appears  by  an 
account  current,  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Department  of 
War,  on  the  4th  of  June,  1796,  that  General  Wayne 
charged  the  United  States  with  Ave  hundred  and 
thirty-four  days'  services,  in  that  negotiation,  at  eight 
dollars  the  day,  being  the  statute  allowance ;  and  that, 
by  a  certificate  annexed,  he  declared  upon  honor,  in 
these  words,  **  that  the  sum  mentioned  for  my  actual 
service  as  sole  commissioner  to  treat  with  the  Indian 
tribes  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  (and  which  I  believe  are 
made  agreeably  to  the  uniform  usage  and  practice, 
and  supported  by  precedent  upon  similar  occasions,) 
would  not  compensate  me  for  the  extra  labor  and  ex- 
penses necessarily  attending  that  arduous  and  inter- 
esting business."  The  objection  made  against  this 
allowance  is  founded  on  an  opinion  given,  as  is  sup- 
posed, by  one  of  the  Attomoy  Generals  of  the  United 
States  objecting  to  the  allowance,  because  General 
Wayne  had  not  **  stated  each  day  actually  employed 
in  pacific  negotiation."  To  which  the  petitioner  has 
only  to  reply  that  such  a  detailed  statement  was  mani- 
festly impossible.  That  General  Wayne,  during  all 
that  time,  was  employed  in  both  the  offices  of  Com- 
mander-in-chief, and  of  commissioner ;  that  he  has  it 
in  his  power  to  show  that,  from  the  day  of  his  receiv- 
ing his  commission,  to  the  day  of  his  completing  the 
treaty,  he  was  enagaged  in  successive  acts  of  negotia- 
tion ;  and  that  it  could  not  be  expected,  in  such  a 
service,  that  he  should  make  a  daily  entry,  when  he 
made  use  of  the  sword,  and  when  he  presented  the 
olive  branch. 

Your  petitioner  has  also  further  to  state,  that  Gene- 
ral Wayne,  immediately  after  filing  the  above  account 
and  making  the  above  certificate,  was  ordered  npon 
services  of  a  secret  and  critical  nature,  and  that  he 
never  afterwards  returned  to  his  family,  dying  in  the 
western  wilderness,  as  has  been  stated.  All  which 
circumstances  being  taken  into  your  wise  and  just  con- 
sideration, will,  your  petitioner  confidently  hopes,  in- 
duce your  honorable  body  to  authorixe  the  proper  ao- 
oennting  officer  to  pass  that  sum  also  to  the  credit  of 
General  Wayne. 

Another  claim,  resulting  from  the  evidence  In  the 
possesion  of  your  petitioner,  but  which  is  legally  in- 
sufficient to  justify  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  in  al- 
lowing it,  is  for  the  amount  of  $1,600.  The  evidence 
on  which  this  rests  is  a  eertifieate  of  Geneial  Wayne, 
made  on  the  10th  day  of  June,  1796,  the  day  on  which 
he  left  his  family  for  the  last  time.  It  being  precau- 
tionary in  its  nature,  and  for  extra  expenses  on  ac- 
count of  the  Indians,  at  the  treaty,  while  engaged  as 
commiesioner,  your  petitioner  has  no  other  voucher 
than  that  certificate,  the  known  circumstances  of  that 
negotiation,  and  the  express  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Congress  contemplating  such  an  expenditure. 

The  last  claim  is  for  an  allowance  on  account  of 
moneys  expended  on  the  service  in  which  he  died,  be- 
ing for  contingencies  of  secret  servioe  and  ^e  Indian 
department.  It  appears,  by  the  certificate  last  men- 
tioned, that,  for  these  purposes,  on  the  8th  day  of 
June,  1796,  General  Wayne  received,  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  93,000,  for  which  ho  was  to  account. 
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Your  petitioiier  is  prepared  to  prove,  that,  on  the  10th 
of  the  tune  Jnne,he  proceeded  to  the  execution  of  hie 
Olden,  on  a  concern  of  a  Tery  delicate,  confidential, 
and  important  nature ;  that  he  completed  the  objects 
of  his  mission ;  that,  in  the  conrse  of  it,  he  must  have 
expended  conmderable  sums  for  the  objects  on  account 
of  which  the  advance  was  made;  that  the  nature  of 
the  service  made  such  advances  inevitable ;  and  thai, 
on  the  death  of  General  Wajne,  not  a  single  dollar  of 
money  of  any  description  was  found  in  his  possession. 

When  all  these  circumstances  are  taken  into  con- 
sideration; when  the  peculiar  accuracy  of  his  charac- 
ter, and  hb  high  principles  of  honor,  in  relation  to  pub- 
lic mooejs  intrusted  to  him,  are  recollected ;  when  it 
is  known  diat  he  was  seiied  in  the  midst  of  actual  ser- 
vice, in  full  health,  by  a  disorder  which,  **  at  once  dis- 
qusfiiied  him  firom  speaking  concerning  all  temporal 
concerns ;"  and  thnt  the  time  and  place  of  his  death 
have  prscluded  absolutely  his  repreeentatives  from  ob- 
taining his  letter  books,  and  moet  «f  hie  private  papers; 
your  petitioner  has  an  entire  reliance  that  your  honor- 
able body  will  not  deem  a  claim  of  an  allowance,  equal 
to  the  whole  amount  of  the  last  mentioned  advance,  in« 
equitable  or  unreasonable. 

Tour  petitioner  could  recur  to  other  circumstances 
than  thoee  which  are  thus  detailed  in  his  petition.  He 
could  state  that  his  father,  after  many  years  devoted  to 
public  serrice,  without  any  charge  of  extravagance  or 
dissipation  in  pecuniary  concerns,  left  only  to  his  chil- 
dren a  real  estate  received  from  his  ancestors.  He 
could  recur  to  the  nature  of  those  services,  as  eminent 
as  they  were  useful ;  but  to  name  them  would  be  to 
intimate  that  they  could  be  forgotten  by  his  country. 
His  ion,  your  petitioner,  can  only  express  his  perfect 
confidence  that  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  National 
Legiriatare  will  relieve  the  settlement  of  the  account  of 
so  diRtingaished  a  citizen  and  soldier  from  merely  for- 
mal embarrassments,  and  extend  to  it  the  principles  of 
a  liberal  policy  and  extensive  equity. 

ISAAC  WAYNE, 
Legal  repregeniative  of  the  late 
Major  General  Wayne, 

Mr.  Greqo  also  further  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Major  General  Aa- 
thooy  Wayne ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Coininitcee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  aathorizinff  the  sale  and  grant  of 
a  certain  quantity  of  public  land  to  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal  Company ;  and;  after 
progress,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Fbidat,  January  11. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  authorizing  the 
■ale  and  grant  of  a  certain  quantity  of  public 
iand  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal 
Company.  On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  seamen  of  the 
(joited  States ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  it 
^as  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
fi^e  members,  to  consider  aod  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  Dana,  Llotd,  Bradley,  Oilman, 
and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 


Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize  the  surveying 
and  making  of  certain  roads  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
as  contemplated  by  the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  reported  the  bill  with 
an  amendment. 

Mr.  Leib,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
George  Armroyd  and  Co."  reported  the  bill  with- 
out amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making* further  provision  for  the 
corps  of  engineers.  On  the  question,  Shall  this 
bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Leib,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  on  the  9th  instant,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  thq  relief  of 
Kbenezer  Uollins;  and  the  bill  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Cbamplin,  the  galleries 
were  cleared,  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber closed ;  and  having  considered  the  confiden- 
tial business,  the  doors  were  opened. 

The  bill  tor  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  the  late 
Major  General  Anthony  Wayne  was  read  the 
second  time ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib,  it  was 
agreed  that  it  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrouf. 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  to  the  stock  of  the  Ohio 
Canal  Company,  reported  it  without  amendment. 
On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  ?  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Saturday,  January  12. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  the  act 
of  the  2l8t  01  April,  1808,  of  two  statements  com- 
prehendinff  contracts  mad«  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  those  made  by  the  Purveyor  of  Public 
Supplies ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  CuTTS,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  authorizing  the  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain 
quantity  of  public  land  to  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  Company  correctly  engrossed ; 
and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CuTTs,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  authorizing  a  subscription  on  tne  part  of  the 
United  Slates  to  the  stock  of  the  Ohio  Canal 
Company  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Cdtts,  from  the  committee,  also  leported 
the  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  corps  of 
engineers  correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  blank  was  filled  with 
the  words  *'  fifteen  thousand.'^ 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Brent,  that  the  bill  be  re- 
committed to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
five  members,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— 
yeas  16,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

TxAS— Messrs.  Bradley,  Brent,  Campbell,    Clay 
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Condit,  Cniwfoid»  Dtna,  Franklin,  GaUlsrd,  Gr«gg, 
Pope,  Reed,  Tait,  Taylor,  Whiteside,  and  Worthington. 

Natb— Mesars.  Champlin,  CatU,  German,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Mathewaon,  Picker- 
ing, Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Smith  of  New 
York. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Brent,  Oilman,  Bradley,  and  Crawford,  be 
the  committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Rollinti  was 
Tead  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief 
of  George  Armroyd  and  Co. ;"  and  the  bill  was 
passed  to  the  second  readins[. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  the 
late  Major  General  Anthony  Wayne.  On  the 
question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time?  it  passed  in  the  affirmative.  The 
bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  passed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  Vhited  States  .• 
I  transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  a  letter  from  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Lon- 
don, to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  of  another  from 
the  same  to  the  British  Secretary  for  Foreign  Afiirs. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
jAVrART  12,  1811. 

The  Message  and  communications  were  read 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Oq  motion  by  Mr.  Cnrrs,  the  galleries  were 
cleared,  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber 
closed. 


Monday,  January  14. 

James  Turner,  from  the  State  of  North  Car- 
olina, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Po- 
tomac ;  and  the  President  having  reported  it  to 
the  House  as  amended,  on  the  question.  Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as 
amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington ;  and  the  President  having  reported  it  to 
the  House  amended,  on  the  Question,  Shall  this 
bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed? it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
Te  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Represenimtives  of  the  United  States  .- 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Sarveyor 
of  the  Public  Buildings,  relative  to  the  progress  and 
present  state  of  them. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Jafxtabt  U,  1811. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria ;  and  the  Pres- 
ident having  reported  it  to  the  House  amended, 


on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deiermiiied 
in  the  affirmatire. 

The  Message  aod  report  were  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  eohsideratioo. 

The  following  Messase  was  also  received  from 
the  President  of  tbb  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 
I  transmit  to  Congress  an  account  of  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ten. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 
Jaituart  14,  1811. 

The  Messa^  and  report  were  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  we  Senate  that  the  Hoaae  concur  in 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  committee  on  the  arrangements  for  the 
Library,  and  have  appointed  a  committee  on  their 
parr. 

The  President  commaoicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  the 
fifth  section  of  the  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the 
compensation  of  clerks,  passed  the  81st  April, 
1806;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  con- 
sideration. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthinqton, 

Eesolcedi  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  if  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  further  provi- 
sions or  alterations  are  necessary  for  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Wortbinoton,  Pope, 
and  Bradley,  be  the  committee. 

On  motion/ by  Mr.  Crawvoro, 

RcBoLvedj  That  the  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  trausmittiug  a  statement  of 
claims  allowed  at  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
his  report,  prepared  agreeably  to  a  resolution  of* 
the  Senate  of  May  1st,  1810,  on  claims  barred  by 
the  limitations  heretofore  established,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee. 

Ordered  That  Messrs.  Crawford.  Goodrich, 
Bradley,  Conoit,  and  Franklin,  do  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  surveying  and 
making  certain  roads  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as 
contemplated  by  the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  together  with  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  select  eomraittee  ; 
and  hav^ing  agreed  thereto,  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  amended  aecordingiy.  On 
the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engr<^ed  and 
read  a  time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradley,  the  galleries  were 
cleared,  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber 
closed. 


Tuesday,  January  16. 
The  engrossed  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of 
Potomac  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
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Mr.  CuTTS,  from  the  eommittee,  reported  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Washington  cor- 
rectly engrossed  ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third 
time^  ana  passed. 

Mr  Cdtts,  from  the  committee,  also  reported 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  surveying  and  making 
of  certain  roads  ia  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  contem- 
plated by  the  treaty  of  Brown stown,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  correctly  engrossed  ;  and  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill^  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
George  Armroyd  and  Company,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  andf  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Rollins. 
On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and 
lead  a  third  time  ?  it  passed  in  the  amrmative. 

Mr.  Oilman,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the.  subscribers  to  the  Farmers' 
Bank  of  Alexandria  correctly  engrossed^  and 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Bradlkt  presented  the  petition  of  Eugene 
de  Leitzendorfer,  a  native  of  Tyrol,  now  a  citi- 
zen of  the  City  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Colombia,  stating  that  he  served  as  Inspector 
General  and  Chief  Engineer,  in  the  army  of  Gen- 
eral Baton  in  Barbary,  without  receiving  any 
compensation ;  and  praying  a  portion  of  land 
may  be  assigned  him,  or  some  pecuniary  com- 
pensation, as  a  reward  for  his  services,  for  reas- 
ons stated  at  larse  in  the  petition ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con* 
sider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise,  and 
Messrs.  BaAPLET,  Qreoo,  and  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  galleries  were  then  cleared,  and  the  doors 
of  the  Senate  Chamber  closed. 


The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  ascertain 
and  settle,  by  the  appointment  of  commissioners, 
the  exterior  line  of  the  public  land  at  West 
Point,  with  the  adjoining  proprietor,^  reported 
the  bill  without  amendment,  and  it  was  ordered 
to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Leib,  from  the  <^ommittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a 'quar- 
termaster's department, reported  it  without  amend- 
ment, and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole.  On  the  question,  Shall  this 
bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  concerning 
the  communication  oy  water  alons  the  northern 
confines  of  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Friday  next. 


Wbdwbsdat,  Jaotiary  16. 

Mr,  Smith  of  Maryland,  fVom  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  incor- 
porate the  Union  Bank  of  Georgetown;  which 
vas  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HoBSET,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Rollins  correctly 
engrossed;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Llotd,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referred  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  sus- 
pend the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An 
ict  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,^ reported  disagreement  thereto. 

On. motion,  by  Mr.  Bbadlet,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  consideration  thereof  be  the  order  of  the 
day  for  to-morrow. 

A  messase  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  people  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  Constitution 
and  State  Government,  and  for  the  admisvion  of 
sneh  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  and  for  ether  purposes;" 
in  which  bill  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

llthCoK.  SdSsss. 


Tbcrsoat.  January  17. 

The  Senate  assembled ;  end,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Oilman,  adjourned  to  eleven  o'cloek  to-morrow 
morniog. 

Friday,  January  18. 

Mr.  Leib,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  4th  instant,  the  petition  of  John 
Bioren  and  others^  on  the  subject,  asked  and  ob- 
iained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  a  sub- 
scription for  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  the  distribution  thereof.  And  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  hill  to  incorporate  the  Union  Bank  of 
Oeorgetown  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  enable  the  people 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  Constitu- 
tion  and  State  Government,  and  for  the  admis- 
sion of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  and  for  other 
purposes ;"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  TaiT| 
Bayaro,  Qooorich,  Clat,  and  Gregg,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  Lloyo  submitted  the  following  motion : 

ReBohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stetet 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  an 
acoonnt  of  all  the  property  heretofore  belonging  to  the 
GoTernment,  or  any  of  the  citizens  or  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  or  France,  or  their  dependencies^  which 
has  been  confiscated  under  the  operation  of  the  act  of 
the  United  States,  of  March  let,  1809,  «<to  interdict 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France,"  or  under  the  law  of 
the  Ist  of  May,  1810,  relative  to  an  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  said  countries;  also, 
an  account  o{  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  from  foreign  eountries, 
between  the  first  of  April,  1809,  aad  3  Ist  December, 
1810,  distingaishmg  between  the  amount  impetted  in 
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American  and  foreign  veisels,  and   specifying  the 
countries  to  which  the  latter  belonged.     « 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  ascertain  and  settle,  by  the 
appointment  of  commissioners,  the  exterior  line 
01  the  public  land  at  West  Point,  with  the  ad- 
joining proprietor,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
pas&ed. 

Mr.  Tayxor  submitted  the  following  motion : 

Ruohedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  by  law  the 
transfer  of  so  much  of  the  stock  standing  to  the  credit 
of  any  State,  pursuant  to  the  report  of  the  Commission- 
ers for  settling  the  accounts  between  the  United  States 
and  individual  States,  and  the  act  passed  thereon,  en- 
titled "An  act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest  on  the  balances  due  to  certain  States  upon 
a  final  settlement  of  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  the  individual  States,*'  to  creditors  of  such 
State,  who  were  such,  prior  to  the  Ist  of  July,  1798, 
as  may  be  necessary  to  satisiy  their  respective  de- 
mands; and  that  the  said  committee  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Seoate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  suspend 
the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  *An  act 
regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Crawford,  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  the 
first  Monday  in  June  next. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a 
quartermaster's  department  was  read  the  thir.d 
time;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

The  galleries  were  then  cleared,  and  the  doors 
of  the  Senate  Chamber  closed. 


MoicDAT,  January  81. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leib, 

Resolved^  That  the  joint  committee  appointed 
by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  re- 
specting the  library  belonging  to  Congress,  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
provision  for  the  permanent  safe-keeping  of  the 
books. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  D.  Winchester,  on  benaif  of  the  Baltimore 
Insurance  Company,  praying  a  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for 
reasons  mentioned  at  large  in  the  memorial; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  18th  of  December,  to  consider 
the  petition  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
BauK  of  the  United  States  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Bradley  presented  the  petition  of  Moses 
Austin  and  John  R.  Jones,  stating  that  they 
have  been  employed  for  thirteen  years  past  in 
the  mining  and  smelting  of  lead  on  a  tract  of 
land  in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  at  Mine  a 
Burton,  of  which  thev  are  legally  seized  in  fee 
by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, That  for  want  of  funds,  they  are  unable 
to  work  the  minei  so  advantageously  to  them- 


selves and  the  public,  as  they  (from  long  experi- 
ence) are  convinced  is  practicable.  That  they 
are  desirous  of  forming  a  company  to  raise  a 
capital  to  enable  them  to  extend  their  operations, 
and  praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed  iQcorpo- 
rating  them,  and  such  other  persons  as  shall 
hereafter  subscribe  to  the  said  institution.  And 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  hj  bill 
or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Bradley,  Gregg,  and 
Franklin,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Bbadlet,  from  the  committee  to  whom  , 
was  referred,  on  the  15th  instant,  the  petition  of 
John  Bugene  Leitzendorfer,  reported  a  bill  tnak-  ; 
ing  compensation  to  John  Eugene  Leitzendorfer,  ; 
for  services  rendered  to  the  United  States  in  the  ; 
war  with  Tripoli ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to 
a  second  reading. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislative  Council  and  Honse  of 
Representatives  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  pray- 
ing sundry  modifications  of  the  law  relating  to 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  the  remis- 
sion of  the  interest  upon  instalments  which  have 
not  been  paid  up,  and  that  the  purchasers  be 
allowed  a  further  time  for  payment,  for  reasons 
stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  14th 
instant,  to  inquire  what  further  provisions  or 
alterations  are  necessary  for  the  ilisposition  of 
public  lands  of  tbe  United  States. 

Mr.  Llotd,  from  the  committee  appointed  the 
8th  instant  on  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  P.  Fos- 
dick,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  discharge  of  , 
Nathaniel  F.  Fosdick  from  his  imprisonment; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Mills,  presented  on  the  7th  instant,  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Dana,  Taylor, 
and  GiLMAN,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Union  Bank 
of  Georgetown ;  and  the  President  having  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  amended,  on  the  question, 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  concerning  the  communication 
by  water  along  the  confines  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  President  having  reported  it  to  the 
House  amended,  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  18th  instant,  by  Mr.  Llotd  ^ 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  18th  instant,  by  Mr.  Tay- 
lor ;  which  was  agreed  to ;  and  Messrs.  Tati^or, 
Lloi^d,  and  Bradlbt,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Clat,  (one  of  the  majority,) 
that  the  vote  of  postponement,  passed  the  18ch 
instant,  on  the  oiU  zor  the  estahlishment  of  a 
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^oartennmster's  depaitmeQt,  be  reconsidered,  it 
was  determioed  in  the  negative^yeas  10,  Days 
16,  as  follows : 

TsAs — Memgrm.  ChampKn,  Clay,  Catts,  Dana,  Good- 
licfa,  Gregg,  Leib,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Whiteside,  and 
\^orthuigloii« 

Nats — ^Mcears.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Campbell,  Con- 
dit,  Orawfoid,  Franklin,  GaiUard,  Gflman,  Lambert, 
Uojdy  Mathewson,  Pickeriag,Reed,  Tait,  Taykir,  and 
Torner. 


TugaoAT,  January  22. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  appointed  yes- 
terday on  the  petition  of  William  Mills,  reported 
a  bill  for  Uie  relief  of  William  Mills ;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  CuTTS,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  tnoorporate  the  Union  Bank  or  George- 
town, eorrectij  engrossed  $  dttd  the  bill  was  read 
the  third  tinier  and  passed. 

Mr.  CuTTS,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  cooceming  the  communication  ij  water  along 
the  ooTthern  confines  of  the  Unitea  States  cor- 
rectly eogrossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  PassiDBNT  commanicated  the  general  ac- 
count of  tlw  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  from 
October  1st,  1809,  to  October  1st,  1810 ;  as,  also, 
the  aceoHota  of  the  War  and  Narv  Departments 
for  the  same  period ;  together  with  the  report  of 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  thereon  i 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  New  York,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Ocean  Insurance  Company,  of  the 
city  of  New  Tork.  praying  a  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  reasons 
mentioned  in  the  memorial ;  whicn  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  the  18th 
of  December,  to  consider  the  petition  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  tht  United 
States  on  the  same  subject. 

The  bill  making  compensation  to  John  Eugene 
Leitzendorfer,  for  services  rendered  the  United 
Sutea  in  the  war  with  Tripoli,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time. 

Mr.  Ci.AT  presented  the  memorial  of  a  great 
number  of  mechanics  and  manufacturers  in  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  praying  encouragement  by 
protecting  duties  and  otherwise,  in  the  manner 
and  for  the  reasons  therein  mentioned  at  large ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Abdbrsoit  presented  the  petition  of  Benja- 
min Stoddert  and  Thomas  Swell,  directors  of 
the  Georgetown  Potomac  Bridge  Company,  pny^ 
ing  that  an  act  may  pass,  authorizing  the  directors 
of  the  company  to  call  on  the  stockholders  for  such 
additional  payments  on  the  shares  as  will  enable 
the  company  to  repair  the  bridge,  for  reasons 
suted  at  large  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  AHiiBgBOR.  Picxbbino,  and  Tait,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 
The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  a  subscription  for 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for  tne  distri- 
bution thereof;  and  the  President  having  report- 
ed it  to  the  House  amended,  ^e  further  consid- 
ation  thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Wbdnssoat,  January  23. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  MUls  was 
read  the  second  time.  On  the  question,  Shall  this 
bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  7  it  waa 
determined  in  the.affirmatlre. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  a  subscription  for 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  distribu- 
tion thereof;  and,  on  motion,  bv  Mr.  ANDBBBOif, 
it  was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  Decern* 
her  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  authorizing  the  discharge  of  Nb- 
thaniel  F.  Fosdick  from  his  imprisonment ;  and. 
on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  ana 
read  the  third  time?  it  was  determined  In  the 
affirmatire. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  compensation  to  John 
Eugence  Leitzendorfer ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr* 
Bbadlbt,  it  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Amobbsoic  submitted  the  following  motion: 

JUiohed,  That  a  committee  be  appomted  to  consider 
and  report  whether  it  be  ezpediant  for  the  United 
States  to  give  any  aid  or  support  to  the  building  of  a 
bridge  acrose  the  riv«r  Soaqnehanna  at  Hane  de  Grace, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland ;  and  that  the  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  othervrise. 


Tbubsday,  January  34. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion  • 
submitted   yesterday  by  Mr.  Andbbbon,  and 
agreed  thereto ;  and  Messrs.  Anobbson,  Batabd, 
Rbbo,  Hobbey,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  CuTTs,  from  the  committed,  reported  the 
bill  authorizing  the  discharge  of  Nathaniel  F. 
Fosdick  from  his  imprisonment  correctly  en- 
grossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Cuttb,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Mills  correctly  en- 
grossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number 
of  citizens  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying  a 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  or  the  tJ nited 
States,  for  reasons  mentioned  therein ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  18th  of  December,  to  con- 
sider tne  petition  of  the  President  and  Directors 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  on  the  same 
subject. 

Fbiday,  January  25. 

The  Pbbbidbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  the  pe- 
tition of  Eleanor  Wilson,  on  behalf  of  her  hus- 
band|  PhUip  Wihton,  praying  that  the  claim  of  her 
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hoaband,  for  eerCain  stores  furnished  Commis- 
stry  General  Blain,  for  the  use  of  bis  depart- 
ment, maybe  taken  out  of  the  statute  of  limi* 
tation,  and  that  the  a^me  may  be  allowed  and 
]Mtid,  for  reasons  therein  mentioned ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read. 

Mr.  Grego  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Campbell,  stating  that  he  served  as  a  captain  in 
the  Revolutionary  army;  that  during  the  service 
he  received  several  wounds;  and  pniyiD|f  relief, 
for  reasons  mentioned  in  the  petition ;  which  was 
read  and  referred  to  a  select  committee^  to  con- 
mder  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and 
Messrs.  Gbbog,  Bradley,  and  Pickerimq,  were 
mppointed  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Crawford, 

Bemdtedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  further 
provision  hj  law  for  the  punishment  of  crimes 
committed  in  the  territories  possessed  by  Indian 
tribes  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  and 
its  Territories ;  and  that  the  said  committee  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Orderea,  That  Messrs.  Crawford,  Bradlet, 
mnd  Goodrich,  be  the  committee. 

TBRRITORY  OF  ORLEANa 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  such  State  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States ;  and  for  other 
purposes,''  reported  the  same  with  the  following, 
among  other  amendments  t 

''Strike  out  the  two  first  sections  from  the  word 
*  that'  in  the  second  line^  and  insert  the  following : 

«« The  mhabitants  of  all  that  part  of  the  teiritoKy  or 
coontij  ceded  under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  by  the 
tieaty  made  at  Paris,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April, 
one  Uionsand  eight  hundred  and  three,  between  the 
United  States  and  France,  contained  within  the  fol- 
lowing limits,  that  is  to  say :  Beginning  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Sabine,  thence  bja  line  to  be  drawn  along 
flie  middle  of  the  said  river,  ududing  all  ivlands,  to  the 
thirty-second  degree  of  latitude ;  thence  due  north,  to 
the  northernmost  part  of  the  thirty-third  degree  of  north 
latitude ;  thence  idong  the  said  parallel  of  latitude  to 
tlie  river  Mimssippi ;  thence  down  the  said  river  to  the 
aouthem  boundary  of  the  Mississippi  Territory ;  thence 
sdong  the  said  mmndaiyline  to  Pearl  river;  thence 
down  the  western  bank  of  said  river  to  lake  Borgne ; 
tkenee  along  the  middle  of  said  Me  to  the  Onlf  of 
Meiieo ;  thence' bounded  by  die  said  gulf  to  the  place 
'  of  beginning— indnding  all  islands  witUn  three  leagues 
of  the  coast ;  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to 
foRB  to  themselves  a  constitution  and  State  govem- 
mentt  and  to  assume  such  name  as  they  may  deem 
peoper,  under  the  provisions  and  upon  the  conditions 
fieranafter  mentioned :  Provided,  nevertheksSf  That 
tiie  Government  of  the  United  States  hereby  retains 
the  power  of  altering,  in  any  manner  it  may  hereafter, 
ileem  proper,  the  limits  of  all  that  portion  of  the  said 
doKribed  territory,  which  lies  east  of  the  river  Missis- 
mppi  and  the  island  of  New  Orleans." 

^  Add  the  following  section  : 

^AndbeiifuHhtrenaeUd,  That —*- per  oentum 


of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  of  tlie  Uwi- 

ted  States  shall  be  api^ied,  after  the day  of 

to  laying  out  and  constructing  public  roads  and  harwemm 
in  the  said  State,  as  the  Legislature  thereof  may  ve- 
^uire." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  it  was  agreed  that 
they  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 
next. 


Monday,  January  28. 

Mr.  Campbell,  fromahe  committee  appointed 
the  third  instant,  on  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands 
and  for  the  sale  of  the  publie  lands  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,"  reported  it  'with 
amendments ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  eomnkittee 
to  whom  was  recommitted,  on  the  18th  instaoc, 
the  bill  making  fuiYher  provision  for  the  corps  of 
engineers,  reported  it  with  amendments  ;  ivhich 
were  reaa. 

The  PRBBioBifT  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Postmaster  Greneral,  prepared  in  obedience  to 
the  provisions  of  the  act  passed  the  21st  of  April, 
1806,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  Ajl  the 
compensations  of  clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  lay- 
ing out  certain  public  roads,  and  for  other  por- 
poses,"  together  with  his  report,  made  in  otedi- 
ence  to  the  act  of  the  21st  of  April,  1808.  con- 
cerning public  contracts;  and  the  reperts'wrere 
read« 

The  Presiobmt  also  communicated  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  moneys 
expended  during  the  year  I&IO  for  the  disc barg-e  of 
miscellaneous  claims  not  otherwise  provided  for, 
and  paid  at  the  Treasury ;  and  a  statement  of  the 
contracts  made  diiriog  the  same  year  by  or  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ; 
also,  statements  of  the  purchases  or  payments  tor 
supplies  made  by  the  collectors  duiing  the  year 
1809  in  relation  to  the  revenue  and  to  the  tem- 
porary relief  of  seamen ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Gacoe,  from  the  committee  appcunted  the 
25th  instant  on  the  subject,  reported  a  btii  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  Campbell  >  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WoRTRiNQTON  presented  the  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  instructing 
the  representation  in  Congress  from  that  State  to 
use  their  endeavors  to  procure  an  eiteaaion  of 
the  time  for  the  payment  of  public  lands  in  cer^ 
tain  cases ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  the  14th  instant  on  the  same 
subject. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *^Aa  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a 
constitutioB  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  together  with  the  amendcnents 
reported  hy  the  select  committee;  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Cbawforo,  to  strike  out  of  the  first 
amendment  reported,  the  words  "southern  bocmd- 
ary  of  the  Mississippi  Territory;  thence^  along 
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the  said  boundary  line,  to  Pearl  rirer ;  tbeaee, 
dowQ  tha  western  bank  of  said  river,  to  Lake 
BorsQC :"  it  was  determiDed  ia  the  affirmatiTe-* 
yeas  21,  oays  9,  as  follows: 

TsAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bajsrd,  Bradley,  Condit, 
Crswibrd,  Frankliny  Gaillsrd,  Germsn,  Gilmsn,  Oood- 
lidk,  Honey,  Lambert,  Leih,  Lloyd,  Mathewson,  Pick« 
criBs,  Reed«  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Taylor,  and  Whiteside. 

Nats — Messrs.  Campbell,  Olay,  Gatts,  Gregg,  Pope, 
Robinson,  Tsil,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

On  motioo,  by  Mr.  Q^awfobd,  it  was  agreed 
that  tbe  bill  and  ameDdments  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow,  and  be  made  tbe  order  of  the  day. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa tires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Gorernment  for  the  year  one  thoo- 
and  eight  hondred  andeleren  f  a  bill,  entitled 
An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
tbe  Military  Sstablisbment  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  1811 ;"  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  tbe  support  of  the  Nary  of 
tbe  United  States  for  the  year  1811  f  a  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  incorporating  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Cbarcb  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  ebange  tbe  name  of  Lewis  Grant  to  that 
of  Lewis  Grant  Daridson;''  in  which  bills  tbey 
desire  tbe  concnrrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  we^e 
read  and  sererally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

CONFISCATION,  IMPORTATIONS,  dbe. 

Tbe  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pasainairr  or  tbe  United  States: 

To  the  SemaU  of  the  United  atakt: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretsiy 
of  the  Treaaory,  oii  the  subject  of  thetr  resolution  of  the 
Slat  instant. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

IxmvMAT  36,  1811. 

TasASvar  DariamsaT,  Jbit.  34, 1811. 

Sim :  On  tho  sabisct  of  the  resolution  of  ^le  Senate, 
sf  the  list  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  stats : 

That  then  are  no  doeuments  in  the  Tressnry,  show* 
ing  the  amount  of  the  property  of  cittsens  or  subjects 
of  Great  Biitaia  or  Fvance,  which  has  been  confiscated 
aader  the  operation  of  the  sets  of  Msrch  1st,  1809,  and 
Ist  May,  1810,  relative  to  the  copimercial  intercourse 
between  Great  Britain  end  the  ssid  countries. 

That  tho  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  having  been  di- 
rected, by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Reprosentataves, 
to  loy  before  the  House,  statements  embracing  amongst 
sthera,  tho  object  contemplated  by  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  a  oraUar  letter  was  written  on  the  82d  instant 
to  the  several  district  attorneys  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining Che  tnlbrmation  required ;  and  that  the  result, 
so  &r  as  it  relates  to  oroperty  of  Britiih  or  French  sub- 
jects, vriD  tie  laid  before  you  as  aoon  as  it  shall  have 
been  received. 

TImt  It  appears  by  the  letter  ftma  the  Register  of  the 
Ticasmy,  a  oo^  of  wbieh  is  herewith  tranimiitted,  that 
the  aesemift  of  importations  required  by  the  rssoiation  of 
the  Senate,  Ganaot,  so  far  ss  relstes  to  the  year  1810, 
he  preoarcd  during  the  present  session  of  Congrsss. 
And  ibaS  the  aoooani  for  the  three  last  qnerteia  of 


the  year  1809,  will  be  immediately  pieparsd  in  con- 
formity with  the  resection  of  the  Senate. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  widi  great  respect, 
Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
The  PaasiaxnT  of  the  U.  S. 

TasAsuar  DxrAancxar, 
BegUte^M  Office,  Jan.  t3, 1811. 

Sia :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foDowiag  re- 
marks, showing  how  far  the  latter  dause  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  of  the  21st  instant  can  be  complied 
with. 

The  importations  from  foreign  countries  to  the  81st 
December,  1609,  have  been  collected,  and  could  in  a 
abort  time  be  selected  so  as  to  meet  the  object  of  tbe 
resolution. 

The  aeconnts  of  the  collectori  for  the  year  1810* 
having  been  but  partially  received,  a  ststement,  such  as 
is  contemplated,  could  not  be  completed  in  time  for 
the  present  session  of  Congress* 

If  the  words  in  the  resolution,  *<and  spediying  the' 
countries  to  which  the  latter  belonged,''^  ia  meant  to 
apply  to  the  vessels  in  which  the  merchandise  was  im- 
ported, it  msy  be  oomplied  with ;  but  there  is  no  pos- 
sibility of  sscertaitting  the  oountiies  to  which  ths  mer^ 
chandise  belongs,  other  than  the  place  from  whence 
imported. 

Kespectlulty  I  have  the  honor  to  be^  sir,  your  obedi- 
ent servaal^ 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  HegitUr. 

The  Hon.  Atsxax  Ga&XiATiv. 

The  Messa||[e  and  report  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration. 


TuBSDAT,  Janaary  89. 

The  bill,  entided  ^'An  act  making  appropria* 
tions  for  the  support  of  Gorernment  for  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,"  waa 
read  the  second  tim^j  and,  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and 
Messrs.  Fruikun,  Crawforo,  and  Smith  of 
Marvland,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  making  appropriap 
tions  for  the  support  of  the  Ns^ry  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eleven,"  was  read  the  second  time  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port^thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Worteiii gton,  Bat- 
ARD,  and  Cbampjuin,  were  appointed  the  comr 
mitiee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  elerea,"  was  read  the 
second  time ;  and  referred  to  a  select  committefti 
to  consider  and  report  thereon;  aod  Messrs, 
Smitb,  of  Maryland,  Qrboo,  and  PiCKaRiHO, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Campbell 
was  read  the  eeoond  time.  On  the  question. 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 7 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  incorporating  tbo 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  town  of  Alex* 
8ria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was  read  tba 
second  time. 
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The  bill,  eoUtled  "An  act  to  change  the  name 
of  Lewis  Grant  to  that  of  Lewu  Grant  Davidson," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Batabd  sobmitted  the  following  motion : 

Retokfed,  Thii  the  Prendcnt  of  the  United  Btates 
he  re«[aested  to  cause  to  be  laid  befon  the  Senate  cop- 
ies of  any  correspondence  or  eommiimcation  (which 
in  his  opinion  maj  be  msde  public  without  prejadiDe 
to  the  public  welfitre)  which  hsTe  taken  place  between 
the  Execottre  Goyemment  of  the  United  States  and 
ihe  French  or  Spanish  GoTcmments,  reUtlve  to  the 
tenitoiy  comprehended  within  the  Emits  of  Louisiana, 
as  e^ded  by  France  to  the  United  States  by  the  treaty 
of  April,  1603. 

Mr.  WoETaiHOTONi  from  the  committee  ap* 
pointed  the  14th  instant,  on  the  subject,  reported 
a  bill  making  fartlfer  provisions  for  the  disposal 
of  the  sections  of  land  heretofore  reserved  for  the 
famre  disposition  of  Congress,  and  for  other  par- 
poses  ;"  wnieh  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

TERRTTORT  OF  ORLEANS. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  con- 
stitntion  and  State  goTemment,  and  for  the  ad* 
mission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  and  for  other 
porp08es,''taffether  with  the  amendments  report- 
ed bv  the  select  committee ;  and  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Batakd,  to  strike  out  the  proviso,  in  the  first 
amendment  reported,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

**  Pioinded,  nerertheleoi^  tfiat  the  Goremment  of  the 
United  States  hereby  retains  the  power  of  altering,  in 
any  manner  it  may  hereafter  deem  proper,  the  limits  of 
all  that  portion  of  the  laid  described  Teiritory  which 
Ves  east  of  the  riTer  Mississippi  and  the  Island  of  New 
Orieans;'* 

And  a  motion  was  madeiiy  Mr.  Tait  to  amend 
the  proviso  by  inserting,  after  the  word  '*  that,'' 
the  following  words : 

*  The  GoTemment  of  the  United  States  hereby  re- 
tuns  to  itself  the  power  of  attaching  to  the  said  State 
any  pert  of  the  territory  lying  east  of  the  If  inssippi 
liver,  south  of  the  Minissippi  Territory,  and  west  of 
tike  river  Mobile :" 

And  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
9,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

TxAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Clay,  Crawford,  Cntts, 
Gregg,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Turner. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Campbell,  Cham- 
plin,  Condit,  Dana,  Franklin,  GaUlard,  German,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich,  Honey,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Matthewson, 
Pidiereing,  Pope,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Msiyland, 
Whilsside,  and  Worthhigton. 

And  the  proviso  was  struck  ont. 

Cn  motion,  to  agree  to  the  report  of  the  select 
eommittee  on  section  3d,  line  1st,  by  inserting  the 
word  "white"  before  the  words  "male  citizens  of 
the  United  States:"  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative—yeas 24,  nays  8,  follows : 

TsAS — ^Meesrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Cham- 
1^,  Clay,  Condit,  Dana,  Franklin,  GaUlaid,  Oilman, 
Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Fkk" 
•ring,  Reed,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  Yorl^ 
Tait,  Taytor,  and  Worthington. 


Nats— Messrs.  CampUL  Crawlbid»Catta,  Geiman, 
Mathewson,  and  Whiteside. 

The  PasaiDEHT  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
amended. 

The  following  amendment  was  proposed  bj 
Mr.  Daha  : 

Provided,  That  this  act  shsD  not  be  understood  to 
admit  such  State  into  the  Union  as  afiwesaid,  nnleaa 
eadi  of  the  original  States  shall  consent  to  the  samc^ 
or  there  shall  be  a  Conatilntional  amendmest  empow- 
ering the  Congress  to  admit  into  the  Union  new 
States  fixmed  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  United 
States,  as  known  and  understood  at  the  time  of  estab- 
lishing the  Constitution  for  the  United  Sute." 

And  on  his  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  take  the 
question  thereon  by  yeas  and  nays;  and,  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Bayabo,  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  Amderson  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying  that 
the  said  Territory  may  be  admitted  as  a  State 
into  the  Union,  upon  the  footing  of  the  original 
States,  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on by  bill  or  otherwbe;  and  Messrs.  ANDERBOziy. 
Batakd,  and  Dajia,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows : 

To  ike  honomble  ikeSenaU  QndUouuofReprtoefi- 
tatioei  of  the  Untied  Siatesin  Cangreseanembledz  The 
memorial^  unanimouslv  adopted,  of  the  Legislative 
Council  and  House  of  Representstivei  of  Misatssippi 
Territory,  in  General  Assembly  conTened,  respectfully 
sUtes^  That  by  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cessiou 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Stato  of  Georgia, 
ah  act  for  the  amicable  settlement  of  limits  with  Ute 
Stote  of  Oeoigia,  dec  and  an  act  supplemental  thereto, 
the  GoTemmentof  the  Mississippi  Teiritoiy  was  organ- 
ised and  established,  and  **  all  and  singular  the  rights, 
orivileges,  and  advantages^  grsnted  to  the  people  of  the 
iJnitod  Stotes,  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  by  an  ordi- 
nance of  the  18th  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-seven,  were  extended  to  the  peopls 
of  the  Mississippi  Territoiy :  And  by  the  said  nticles 
of  sgreement  and  cession,  it  is  provided  ^  That  the 
Territoiy  thus  ceded  shsU  form  a  State,  and  be  admits 
ted  as  such  into  the  Union  as  soon  as  it  shall  contain 
sixty  thousand  free  inhabitants,  or  at  an  earlier  period, 
if  Congress  shall  think  it  expedient" 

Your  memorialisto  state,  that  although  they  do  not 
pretend  to  have  the  number  required  by  the  said  arti- 
cles of  sgreement  and  ceeoon,  and  the  ordinance,  to 
entitle  our  Territory  as  a  matter  of  right  into  the  Union, 
upon  the  footing  of  one  of  the  original  Stotes ;  yet,  we 
hope  that  our  numbers  (as  will  appear  by  the  census 
now  taken  under  a  law  of  the  United  States)  are  suf- 
ficiently respectable  to  induce  your  honorable  body  to 
admit  the  Mississi|^  Territory  into  the  Union,  as  a  mat- 
tor  of  expediency. 

Your  memorialisto  conceive  it  unnecessary  to  detsil 
the  many  reasons  which  might  be  adduced  in  support 
of  their  petition,  but  think  it  suffidant  to  say,  thai,  a^ 
the  people  of  this  Territoiy  are  aUe  to  bear  the  expenses 
of  a  State  government  with  convenienoe  to  thesaselTes, 
and»  at  the  same  time  win  re^vo  tiie  Government  of 
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the  United  Stmtes  from  the  ceiei  tfid  ezpeneee  incident 
to  the  TenitoriahTforni  ofgoveniment;  and  that  what- 
ever views  the  form  of  gOTernment  (under  which  they 
have,  peihaps,  not  very  patiently  lived)  for  about  twelve 
yeaiit  was  ibrmed,  it  is  found,  from  experience,  to  be 
unlnendly  to  republicanism;  and  is  such  a  one,  as 
eveiy  American  in  heart  is  soUcitoos  to  be  relieved 
from.  We  ^erefore,  pray  your  honorable  body  to  pass 
i  law  anthorixing  a  convention  to  be  called,  for  the 
porpoee  of  finning  a  eonstitution  and  State  govern* 
ment  in  the  Misaissippi  Territoiy,  lobe  admitted  into 
the  Union  upon  lihe  footing  of  the  original  Statee. 

Your  msmorialista,  from  a  knowledge  of  your  indul- 
gence to  the  people  of  the  Territories  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  when  in  a  situation  similar  to  their  own, 
ire  taoguine  in  their  expectations,  that  your  honorable 
liody  will  grant  to  them  the  prayer  of  their  petition. 
And  th^  will  ever  pray,  dec 

F.  L.  CLAIBORNE, 

Speaker  of  the  Howe* 
ALX.  MONTGOMERY, 
Ptendeni  ofLegiikUive  Council 
Attest:    Wx.  C.  WiHSTov, 

Cierk  Houee  ofRqu.  M,  T. 

Wednesdat,  Janaary  30. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
appointttl  yesterday  oa  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriatioDs  for  the  support  of  the  Mili- 
tary E^taDlisbment  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven/'  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  CuTTS.  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Campbell,  correctly 
eogiossed ;  and  the  bili  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed.  i 

Mr.  Leib  presented  a  memorial,  subscribed  by 
a  great  Domber  of  the  master  mechanics  and 
maoofacturera  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, prayinff  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
Baok  of  the  United  States,  for  reasons  therein 
mentioned ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  the  18th  of 
December,  on  the  petition  or  the  President  and 
Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
ame  subject. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  motion 
submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Batabd,  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  WoRTuiNOToif,  to  amend  the  res- 
olotioD,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  words, 
"  not  heretofore  laid  before  Congress ;"  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative.  And  on  the  question 
to  agree  to  the  resolution,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  12,  nays  17,  as  follows : 

TxAi — ^Meacra.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Campball,  Cham* 
pirn,  Dana,  Gihnan,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Lloyd,  Pidcer- 
ing,  Reed,  and  Worthington. 

Nais — ^Mcam.  Clay,  Condit,  Cntts,  Franklin,  Gail- 
lud,  Gennan,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  Mathewson, 
Robbiion,  Smith  of  Maiyland,  Smith  of  New  Yoxk, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Whiteside. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  entitled  '*  An  act  to  change  the 
name  of  Lewis  Qrant  to  that  of  Lewis  Grant 
Davidson :"  and 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  aa  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  bill  making  compensation  to  John 
Eugene  Leitzendorfer,  for  services  rendered  the 
United  States  in  the  war  with  Tripoli ;  and,  on 
the  question,  Shall  the  bili  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm.-^ 
ative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for 
the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands,  and  for 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territories  of 
Orleans  and  Louisiana,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereunto  by  the  select  commit* 
tee;  and,  having  agreed  thereto,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Clat,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  tbb  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

lUpresentaiwes  of  the  United  State*  ,- 
I  transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasuryt  accompanied  by  copies  of 
the  ^  laws,  treaties,  and  other  documents,  relative  to 
the  public  lands,"  as  collected  and  arranged  pursuant 
to  the  act  paiaed  April  27, 1810. 

JAM£8  MADISON. 
Javuaet  30,  18  U. 

The  Measageand  letter  therein  referred  to  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration. 

TERRITORY  OF  ORLEANS. 

The  Senate  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ment proposed  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Dana,  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Uaion,  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  and  for  other  purposes :"  and| 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Clat,  it  was  agreed  to  divide 
the  question ;  and,  on  the  question  to  agree  to 
the  first  division  of  the  amendment,  to  wit : 

Promded,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  understood  to 
admit  such  State  into  the  Union,  as  aforesaid,  nnlesa 
eadi  of  the  States  shall  consent  to  the  same* 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10^ 
nays  18,  as  follows: 

YsAB — Messrs.  Bradley,  Champlin,  Dana,  German^ 
Oilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  and 
xCeeO* 

Nats — ^Messn.  Campbell,  GUy,  Condit,  Franklin^ 
Gaillard,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  Matthew  ion.  Pope, 
Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Whiteside,  and  Worthington. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  division 
of  the  amendment,  to  wit: 

Provided^  That  this  act  shall  not  be  underrtoo^to 
admit  such  State  into  the  Union  as  aforesaid,  unless 
there  shall  be  a  constitutional  amendment  empowering 
the  Congress  to  admit  into  the  Union  new  States 
formed  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  aa 
known  and  understood  at  the  time  of  estaUisfaing  the 
Constitution  for  the  United  States : 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  8, 
nays  17,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messre.  Champlin,  Dana,  German,  Gihnan* 
Goodrich,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  and  Reed. 
Nats— Meisrs.  Campbell,  Clay,  Condit,  FrankliBy 
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Gaillard,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  Mathewson,  Eobin- 
■on,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  Yoxk,  Tait, 
Taybr,  Tomer,  Whiteside,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradley,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  second 
Monday  in  February  next,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negatiye. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  7  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
'firmative— yeas  17,  nays  10,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Brent,  Clay,  Condit,  Franklin, 
'Gaillard,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Mathewson,  Pope,  Robin- 
son«  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Turner,  Whiteside,  and  Worthington. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bradlej,  Ch&mplin,  Dana,  German, 
Oilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  and  Reed. 


Thursday,  January  31. 

Mr.  CnTTS,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill, entitled  "An  act  to  ena- 
ble the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  goTernment,  and 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  and 
for  other  purposes/'  correctly  engrossed,  and  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  tioie  as  amenaed ;  and 
the  blanks  were  filled. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Pickering,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  question  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill 
be  taken  hj  yeas  and  nays. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  10,  nays  20,  as  follows : 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Ghamplin,  Dana, 
German,  Gilman,  Horsey,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  and  Reed. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Brent,  Campbell,  Clay, 
Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Gregg, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Mathewson,  Smith  of  Maryland,tSmiSi 
of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tamer,  Whiteside,  and 
Wordiington« 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Brent,  it  was  agreed  that 
Ihe  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed, 
and  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 
next. 

Mr,  CuTTB,  from  the  committee,  also  reported 
the  bill  makine  compensation  to  John  Eugene 
Leitzendorfer,  for  services  rendered  the  United 
States  in  the  war  with  Tripoli,  correctly  en* 
grossed,  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

^  The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  change  the  name 
of  Lewis  Grant,  to  that  of  Lewis  Grant  David- 
iop,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Worthington,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1811," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
the  22d  instant  to  consider  the  subject,  reported 
a  bill  to  enable  the  Georgetown  Potomac  orid^^e 
Company  to  levy  money  for  the  object  of  its 
incorporation ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthingtoic, 

Resolved^  That  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  of  the  30th  instant,  trans- 
mitting to  Congress  copies  of  the  "  laws^  treaties, 
and  other  documents, relative  to  the  public  lands," 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Wortbinoton,  Gregg, 
and  Franklin,  be  the  committee. 

Mr.  Franklin,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  btlJ,  entitled  ^*  An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '*Ao  act  concerning  the  Bank  of 
Alexandria,"  in  which  bill  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 
Corps  of  Engineers,  together  with  the  anxend- 
ments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  comoaittee; 
and,  after  progress,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  be  postponed,  and  be  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreaentativea  of  ihe  United  States  .- 

I  lay  before  Congress  a  letter  from  the  Charge  d*  Af- 
faires of  the  United  States  at  Paris  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and  another  from  the  same  to  the  French 
Minister  of  Foreign  Relations;  also,  two  letten  from 
the  agent  of  the  /[merican  Consnl  at  Bordeaux  to  the 
Secretary  of  State.  JAMES  MADISON. 

Ja»vabt  31,  1811. 

The  Message  and  communications  were  read^ 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  £!stablishment  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven," 

Ordered^  Tbat  it  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Lbir  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  a 
great  number  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  for  reasons  therein  stated,  and 
that  they  may  be  heard  by  counsel  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  the  18th  of  Decem- 
ber, on  the  petition  of  the  President  and  Direct- 
ors  of  the  fiank  of  the  United  States  on  the  same 
subject. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  HepresenMwea  in  Con* 
gress  of  the  UhitediStates,  the  memorial  of  the  tub- 
senberSf  citizens  of  Phitadelphia^  respeetfuUy  ahouh 
eth,- 
That  11  is  with  ineieasing  aolicttnde,  and  the  deep- 
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«t  concern,  that  jour  memoritiists  reitente  tlieir  peti- 
tion to  Coogreee  lor  s  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  Unitea  Sutee.  With  the  extreme  of 
anxiety  have  they  awaited  the  decieion  of  thie  meet 
important  qneation,  and  with  real  distreea  do  they 
witMflB  the  aacendancj  of  sentimente  oppoeed  to  the 
eontinnanee  of  the  bank.  Before  a  final  determina- 
tion ihall,  howerer,  exclude  all  hope,  they  deem  it 
their  indispensable  duty  to  lay  before  you  a  view  of 
the  distress  whidi  has  ahready  commenced,  and  of  the 
wide  spreading  ntin  which  has  been  but  ftonthr  anti* 
dpated,  but  the  certain^  of  which  b  now  plain  to 
etery  eye,  and  to  accompany  this  view  with  their  re- 
newed and  urgent  entreaties,  that  this  overwhelming 
mischief  may  yet  be  staid. 

Tonr  memorialists  experience  within  themselves, 
ind  learn  with  calamitous  certainty  from  abroad,  that, 
from  the  uncertainty  and  suspense  of  the  public  mind, 
•od  an  apprehension  of  the  evils  which  must  flow 
from  a  dwsolution  of  the  bank,  confidence  is  visibly 
and  ntbstantially  impaired,  and  credit  almost  sus- 
pended. From  a  neighboring  and  sister  city,  the  most 
distrofing  intelligence  assures  them,  that,  as  against 
the  eTik  of  this  absence  of  confidence  and  suspension 
of  credit,  even  extraordinary  resources  aflbrd  no  se* 
cnrity. 

It  has  become  too  plain  to  admit  of  doubt,  with  the 
most  mcreduloua,  that  confidence  and  credit  are  inti- 
mately and  essentially  connected  with  the  continuance 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  that,  if  they  are 
piMtnted  by  the  dissolution  of  that  institution,  the 
oountiy  must  experience,  to  its  lasting  reproach,  and, 
perha^  its  incurable  iujary,  a  general  disregard  of 
pccauary  engag^ements.  Your  memorialista,  there- 
fcre,  eonaider  it  ne  a  &ct  no  longer  doubtful,  or  dilu- 
table, that,  if  the  bank  be  diasolved  at  the  expiration 
of  its  present  charter,  and,  in  truth,  unless  the  public 
confidence  be  speedily  restored,  universal  distress  and 
incaJcniaUe  lose  must  and  will  prevaiL 

Youi  memorialists  do  not  conceive  that  they  are 
pleading,  particaUrly,  the  cause  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  nor  that  of  a  few,  or  even  many  indi- 
viduals, by  commercial  relation  connected  vrith  the 
bank.  They  do  not  conceive  that  it  is,  merely,  the 
cause  of  a  few  commercial  towns  and  cities,  or  of  a 
Kanty  portion  of  our  population,  but,  that  it  is  a  cause 
ind  a  question  with  which  are  connected,  and  in 
ubieh  are  inTotved,  interests  of  the  highest  import, 
exten^g  through  the  whole  oommmmty.  The  diirect 
effect  of  an  event  impairing  confidence  and  credit,  un- 
questionably ia,  upon  the  merchant  and  trader ;  they, 
and  their  immediate  connexions,  are  the  firat  lo  sufier ; 
bat  the  evil  must  pervade  the  country.  They,  there- 
lore,  feel  themselves  justified,  on  such  an  occasion, 
and  at  auch  a  crisis,  in  the  most  earnest  and  urgent 
terms  again  to  addreas  you. 

From  the  preasing  and  peculiar  exigencies  of  the 
time,  brought  about  by  the  fear  of  a  dissolution  of  the 
bank,  and  from  a  perfect  persuasion  of  the  near  ap- 
proach of  all  the  evila  which  have  been  anticipated, 
iroor  memorialists  have  deemed  themselves  bound  to 
make  this  appeal  to  your  vrisdom,  and  to  present  it  by 
a  depatation  of  their  fellow-dtisens.  This  deputation, 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  situation,  sentoents, 
end  feetinga  of  your  memorialists,  tliey  respeetfulfy 
ntpMt  may  be  heard  by  counsel,  on  this  momentous 
nbjeet  Finally,  it  is  ttie  eimest  and  pressing  prater 
of  your  memorialists,  that  efiectual  means  may  be  mi- 
mediately  adopted  to  restore  public  confiidence,  by  a 


renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
States,  for  a  term  which  riiall  assure  its  duration ;  or, 
if  that  be  not  granted,  that  the  public  suflering  may 
be  alleviated  by  a  continuance  of  the  institution  ibr  a 
which  will  permit  it  gradually  to  close  its  cofr> 

JOSEPH  NORTH, 
And  eight  hundred  and  rixty-eeven  eihen* 


Fr|dat,  February  1. 

The  credentials  of  James  A.  Batabd,  oppoint* 
ed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Delaware,  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the 
third  day  of  March  next;  and  of  William  H. 
Crawford,  appointed  a  Senator  bv  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  the  term  of  six 
years  from  the  third  day  of  March  next,  were 
sererally  read,  and  ordered  to  He  on  file. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'Au  ace  concerniog  the  Bank 

of  Alexandria,'*  was  read  the  second  time,  and 

'referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 

report  thereon ;  Messrs.  Bayard,  Brent,  and 

Bradlet.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  Qeorgetown  Potomae 
Bridge  Companjr  to  levy  moncjr  for  ihe  object 
of  its  incorporation  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 
Corps  of  Engineers,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
and  on  the  qaestion  to  agree  to  the  following 
amendment: 

Section  6,  line  4,  after  the  word  "  buildings,'*  insert^ 
at  such  place  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  President 
of  the  United  Sutes,  and"— 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  15, 
nays  17,  as  follows : 

TsAs-^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Brent, 
ChampUn,  Clay,  Orawlbrd,  Cutts,  Franklin,  GailJard» 
Horsey,  Pope,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Turner. 

Nats-— Messrs.  Campbell,  Condit,  Dana,  German, 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Crregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  Llojd,  Ma- 
thewson,  Pickering,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Smith  of  New  York,  and  Woithington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  consideration  of  the  bill  be  further  post« 
poned.  • 

The  bill^  entitled  "  An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sad  eight  hundred  and  eleven,"  was  read  the 
third  time^  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bataro, 

JResdvedf  That  the  President  of^tbe  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  copy  of  the  census  or  latest  enumera- 
tion of  the  people  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
which  has  been  returned  to  the  office  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State;  and,  also,  a  copy  of  the  latest 
mUitia  return  from  the  said  Territory. 


Monday,  February  4. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  prepared  in  obe- 
dience to  the  provisions  of  the  act.  entitled  **Aa 


116 


BISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


116 


BniATB* 


Carpe  of  Engineen^  ^c 


Fbbbdabt,  1811. 


actio  regulate  and  fix  the  eompeasatios  of  clerks, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  which  was  read ;  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
.  The  Presidbnt  also  communicated  the  re- 
port of  the  Commissioners  of  tbe  Sinking  Fond, 
stating  that  the  measures  which  haye  been  au- 
thorized by  the  Board  subsequent  to  their  report 
of  the  3d  of  February,  1810,  so  far  as  the  same 
have  been  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  this 
Board,  dated  the  first  day  of  the  present  month, 
and  in  the  statements  therein  referred  to,  which 
are  herewith  transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  re- 
ceived as  part  of  this  report ;  and  the  report  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wobthinoton, 
BesUved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  and  report  what  alterations  or  amend- 
ments are  necessar]^  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,"  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Wortbihgton,  Cotts, 
and  Franklin,  be  tbe  committee. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Braolst, 
Besolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any  and  what  alterations  are 
necessary  in  relation  to  the  act.  entitled  "An  act 
^xing  the  compensation  of  public  Ministers  and 
of  Consuls  residing  on  the  coast  of  Barbary,  and 
for  other  purposes.'' 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Bradley,  Brent,  and 
Batard,  be  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eleven ;"  and 
Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 
Mr.  Gregg,  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
clergy,  resident  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  pray- 
ing the  ninth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  passed 
the  25th  of  April,  1810,  may  be  so  amended  as  to 
prohibit  the  delivery  of  letters  on  the  first  day  of 
the  week,  commonly  called  the  Lord's  day,  for 
reasons  therein  stated ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Oreog,  Bayard,  and  Bradley,  were  ap- 
pointed the  cominittee. 

Mr.  Campbell  presented  the  petition  of  Moses 
Byxbe,  praying  the  privile^  of  entering  a  part 
of  the  tract  of  the  two  miles  square  situated  at 
the  Lower  Rapids  of  Sandusky  river,  at  the  com- 
mon and  ordinary  price  of  public  lands,  with  the 
usual  conditions  of  such  entries,  (and  that  it  be 
exempted  from  sale  at  public  auction,)  for  the 
purpose  of  erectioff  a  mill  thereon  for  the  conve- 
nience of  the  settlement,  as  is  stated  at  large  in 
the  petition. 

Mr.  Campbell  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Western  Missionary  Society  on  the  same 
subject,  and  the  petition  and  memorial  were 
severally  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 


to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise; and  Messrs.  Campbeli.,  Kobinson.  and 
Franklin,  were  appointed  the  committee. ' 

The  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  incorporating  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  town  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was 
read  the  second  time.  On  the  question,  Shall  this 
bill  be  read  a  third  time  7  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbsidbrt  of  the  United  States  : 

7b  the  Senate  of  ike  United  Staie».' 

I  trtttsmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretaij  of 
the  Treasury,  complying  with  their  resolution  c€  D^ 
cember  20, 1810.  JAMES  MADISON. 

FKBBnjLmT4, 1811. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  President  also  communicated  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  pursuance  of 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  ol  the  20th  of  De- 
cember, 1810,  respecting  the  survey  of  the  coast 
of  tbe  Territory  of  Orleans,  together  with  sundry 
documents  relative  thereto ;  and  the  report  was 
read. 

Ordered^  That  the  report  and  documents  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Wortbinoton,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  of  the  30th  <^  January  on 
the  subject,  reported  a  bill  making  a  further  dis- 
tribution of  such  laws  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
spect the  public  lands. 

Mr.  Batard,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  the  bill,' entitled  ''An  act 
concerning  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,"  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Columbia  Insurance  Company  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  praying  a  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  rea- 
sons therein  stated.  And  tbe  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  petition  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  same  subiect. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  making  further 

E revision  for  the  disposal  of  the  sections  of  land 
eretofore  reserved  lor  the  future  disposition  of 
Congress;  and 

Mr.  Wortbinoton  proposed  an  amendment 
thereto ;  which  was  read,  and  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  postponed  until  tomorrow. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Franklin,  one  of  the  ma- 
jority, it  was  agreed  to  reconsider  the  vote  passed 
on  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  incorporating  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  town  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;"  and, 
on  his  motion,  tbe  bill  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee ;  and  Messrs.  Franklin,  Taylor,  and 
Pickering,  were  appointed  the  committee  fur- 
ther to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS,  dbc 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 
Corps  of  Engineers,  together  with  the  amend* 
meats  reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee. 
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On  motioo,  by  Mr.  Gbboo,  to  amend  the  amend* 
ment  reported  by  the  select  committee,  which  re- 
port goes  to  strike  oot  the  sixth  seettoD,  and  to 
retain  the  said  sixth  section  amendedj  as  follows; 

"  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  remoTe  the  Militaiy  Acade- 
my irom  West  Point,  and  to  establish  the  same  at 
Csrliale,  in  the  State. of  Pennsylvania." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  16, 
nays  17,  as  follows : 

YxjLS — ^Messrs.  Andeison,  Bayard,  Brent,  Camp- 
beU,  ChampUn,  CI^,  FrankUn,  Gaillard,  Gregg» 
Lloyd,  Pope,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tamer,  Whiteside,  sod 
Worthingtoa. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bradley,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts, 
Bsns,  Gennan,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Jf athewson,  Pickering,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith 
of  Maiyland,  and  Smith  of  New  York. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  report  of 
the  select  committee  which  epoes  to  strike  oat  the 
sixth  section  of  the  original  bill,  and  to  substi- 
tute the  amendment  reported,  amended  as  follows: 

"Sic.  6.  And  he  it  furiker  enaded^  That  the  27th 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  fixing  the  Military 
Peace  Establishment,*  passed  the  16th  day  of  March, 
ooe  tboQsand  eight  hundred  and  two,  and  that  so 
much  of  the  26th  section  of  the  said  act,  as  confines 
die  selection  of  the  commander  of  the  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers to  the  said  corps,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby 
Rpealed:*' 

It  was  determined  in  the  afiSrmative — yeas  19) 
Bays  14,  as  follows : 

YiAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Campbell,  Champlin,  Clay,  Crawfoid,  Franklin,  Gail- 
IsT^  6t^,  Honey,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tufw 
ner,  Whiteside,  and  jWorthington. 

NiTs—Measre.  Condit,  Cutts,  Dana,  German,  Gil* 
msB,  Goodrich,  Lambert,  Leib,  Mathewson,  Pickering, 
Beed,  Robinson,  8mith  of  Maryland,  and  Smith  of 
New  York. 

Od  motion^  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  to 
strike  ont  of  the  amendment  last  agreed  to,  from 
the  word  "enacted,''  in  the  first  line,  to  the  word 
"and."  in  the  second  instance,  inclusive ;  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  15,  nays  18.  as 
follovs : 

YiAs — Mesaars.  Condit,  Cutts,  Dana,  German,  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Mathewson, 
PidLering,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and 
Smith  of  New  York. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Brent,  Csmp- 
bell,  Champlin,  Clay,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Gaillard, 
Gregg,  Horsey,  Pope,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tamer,  White* 
■de,  and  Worthington. 

And  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  as  amended. 

Oq  motion,  bv  Mr.  Bradley,  farther  to  amend 
tbe  original  bill,  section  5,  line  4,  by  inserting, 
after  the  word  **  buildings,"  *^at  such  place  as 
shall  be  designated  by  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and"— it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
tUTe — yeas  17,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

TxAs — Meears.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Brent, 
Chsmplin,  CUy,  Crawford,  Cntts,  Franklin,  GaUlard, 
Honey,  Pope,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Tuner,  and  Woarthington. 


Nj.ts — Messis.  Campbell,  Condit,  Dana,  German, 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gragg,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd, 
Mathewson,  Pickering,  Reed,  RobhMon,  and  SmiUi  of 
Maryland. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

BANK  or  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Leib  presented  tbe  petition  of  a  number 
of  tbe  citizens  of  Pittsburg,  praying  that  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  may 
not  be  renewed,  for  reasons  therein  stated ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  com* 
mittee  appointed  the  18th  of  December  on  the 
petition  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  on  the  same  subject. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows: 

The  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pitteburg,  Penn^ 
sylvania,  againet  the  renewal  of  the  Charter  of  the 
VnUed  States*  Bank,  to  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  Congress  of  the  United  Stales, 
respectfully  showeth,- 

That  your  memorialists  are  **  the  People  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  from  whom  emanates  all  the  power  which 
you  possess ;  that  we  have  appointed  you  to  guaid, 
not  to  alienate  onr  rights ;  that  our  Constitution  never 
authorized  Congress  to  establish  a  bank,  under  the 
control  of  individuals,  for  their  own  benefit,  or  to 
alienate  the  power  of  the  Putm  more  than  the  power 
of  the  sword.  Tbe  act  of  February,  1791,  chartering 
the  bank,  might,  with  equal  justice  and  safoty,  nave 
given  to  a  corporation  the  power  of  the  Army,  with  ita 
appointments. 

We  feel  deeply  humbled,  that,  under  the  full  blase 
of  Revolutionaiy  light,  one-half  of  the  delegated  power 
of  the  nation  was  given  to  a  company,  independent  of 
our  suffirages ;  but  we  rejoice  that  its  charter  vrill  be 
terminated  with  your  present  session,  and  that  it  can- 
not be  revived,  provided  the  Congress  shall  be,  as  it 
professes,  attached  to  the  eternal  principles  of  our 
Revolution,  snd  to  the  clear  dictates  of  our  Consti- 
tution. 

After  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  enjoyed 
twenty  years  of  prosperity,  had  divided,  in  that  term, 
four  millions  over  six  per  cent.,  and  had  held  in  bond- 
age thousands  of  our  citizens,  who  dared  not  to  act 
according  to  their  consciences,  from  fear  of  oflending 
the  British  stockholders  and  FedenJ  directors,  we  had 
hoped  that  they  would  have  quietly  closed  their  con- 
cerns, and  waited  for  another  tarn  of  fortune,  till  other 
classes  of  citizens  of,  at  least,  equal  merit,  had  each 
shared  their  four  millions ;  but  we  have  seen,  with  in- 
dignation, a  studied  delay  in  the  collections  of  that 
bulk,  indicating  a  determination  to  gain  a  renewal 
under  stress  of  weather  ;■  a  studied  pressure  on  indi- 
viduals and  on  State  banks,  in  order  to  gain  anx- 
iliaries ;  and  a  studied  memorial,  containing,  in  smooth 
language,  tbe  most  daring  insults  on  the  dignity  and 
independence  of  a  free  people. 

The  memorial  makes  no  direct  claim  of  right  to  re- 
newal, but  it  recounts  many  works  of  righteousness, 
which  we  beg  leave  to  examine.  It  opens  a  modest 
proposal  for  the  surrender  of  our  independence,  by  de- 
claring that  the  bank  had  continued  business  for  public 
good,  and  under  an  impression  that  the  general  in- 
terest would  require  a  renewal  of  the  charter !  It  next 
complimenta.yottr  honeis  on  a  degree  of  superior  in- 


119 


HISTOBT  OF  OONORESS. 


120 


SVHATB. 


Bmnk  of  the  United  SUOm. 


FfismuABT,  1811. 


9 

finmifttHW,  which  Ihe  (rto^hoMgw  «ra  BOi  in  ths  habit 
of  attributing.  It  then  crmTes  for  the  bank  moch  of 
the  eradit  really  doe  to  the  actoal  labor  and  akiU  of 
youf  memorialiata.  While  we  hare  been  tiaTerring 
the  ocean,  or  improving  the  earth,  or  advancing  the 
arta,  they  have  been  dividing  more  than  eight  per  cent, 
for  all  facilitiea,  and,  after  thu  dividend,  will  have,  on 
winding  up,  a  balance  in  their  favor,  over  the  amount 
of  capital,  of  ^,71 1,S36. 

Though  the  United  States'  Bank  has  derived  its 
breath  and  daily  rapport  from  the  bounty  and  long- 
enfifering  of  the  Congreai,  yet  the  memorial  opens  an 
ttnexpected  score  of  debits,  against  the  Government 
and  People,  which  nothing  short  of  renewal  can  dis- 
eharge ;  and  if  the  debits  be  correct,  the  new  score  for 
twenty  years  will  be  far  beyond  our  ability.  The 
bank  has  accommodated  individuals,  State  bsuksy  the 
commercial,  manufacturing,  and  agricultural  interests, 
and  the  National  Treasniy.  It  has  removed  specie  to 
places  where  it  was  wanted,  and  has  divided  only 
eight  and  one  fbnrth  per  cent  for  all  those  sacrifices  to 
public  good !  It  has  furnished  places  of  deposite  for 
millions  of  the  public  money,  and  has  suffered  the  in- 
convenience of  lending,  on  this  deposite,  for  their  own 
benefit  It  has  patriotically  lent  to  Government  its 
paper,  which  drew  no  interest,  and  received  in  ex- 
change Government  paper,  drawing  an  interest  It 
has  even  suffered  the  Government  to  receive  its  paper 
fbr  all  bonda  and  dnea.  **'  It  has,  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  Government,  established  branches  at  places 
dbadvantageous  to  its  business,  and  from  which  no 
profit  was  expected  to  be  derived." 

Permit  your  memorialists  to  pause,  and,  by  a  view 
of  the  capital  and  loans  of  the  branches  of  the  United 
Slates'  Bank,  to  estimate  the  value  of  this  last  claim 
on  the  Government 

CapitoL  Loans, 

Boston       ....    $700,000         $008,859 
New  York  -        -        -     1,800,000        4,175,847 

Baltimore  ....       600,000        1,349,550 
Washington       •        •        -       800,000  486,285 

Norfolk      ....       600,000  880,170 

Oharleaton  -        -        -       600,000        1,409,916 

Savannah  -        .        .        ^       500,000        1,064,113 
NewOrieans      ...       300,000  611,516 


6,800,000      10,965,256 

Nearly  eleven  millions  lent  on  a  capital  of  &te  mil- 
Kons  three  hundred  thousand !  A  serious  disappoint* 
ment  to  men  who  expected  no  profit  Republics  axe 
aaid  to  be  ungrateim.  We  are  certainly  so  on  the 
present  occasion. 

The  memorial  next  proceeds  to  associate  the  bank 
with  the  Government,  claiming  to  be  a  necoasaiy  and 
indivisible  part  of  it,  showing  the  iUsufficiencv  of  State 
banks  to 'answer  the  dignified  purpoees  of  their  insti- 
tution ;  and,  afler  repeating,  for  the  tenth  time,  the 
awfiil  calamities  awaiting  their  dissolution,  they  com- 
mend the  hard  case  of  moneyed  aristocracias  and  of 
rich  widows  and  orphans,  interested  in  their  atodc,  to 
the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  Legislature.  They 
again  hold  up  the  awful  terrors  of  '^a  genend  derange- 
ment of  credit,"  and  pray  for  a  renewal  of  their 
charter. 

Now,  may  it  please  the  Congress^  this  bank  memo- 
rial is  for  a  grant,  worth,  to  the  stockholders,  aix  mil- 
lions, and  to  federalism  and  British  iofluence  sixty 
millions;  and  if  the  memorial  contained  the  truths 


them  coold  have  been  bo  oeoaaion  of  presenting  it; 
bat  yea«  in  your  wisdom  and  superior  intelhgenoa^ 
would  have  humbly  petitioned  David  Lenox,  preidsiil, 
andthe  dizectoraandstockholdefs  of  the  United  StatM* 
Bank,  to  ptoase  to  accept  a  renewal  of  their  charter  for 
eternity,  or  rach  shorter  term  aa  their  honors  should 
appoint 

But  that  memorial  does  not  contain  the  whole  tmtli. 
All  its  claims  fbr  services  are  more  than  balanced  by 
enormous  profits.  Its  threats  of  ruin  to  our  establiih- 
I  ments,  in  case  of  winding  up,  are  balanced  by  the  con- 
sideration, that,  in  their  collectiona  of  fUkeen  millioai, 
the  stodLhoUers  will  consult  their  own  intersst ;  they 
will  not  coUect  beyond  the  ability  of  their  debton; 
they  will  prefer  the  paper  of  State  banks  to  privtte 
notes;  and  they  will  not  press  the  State  banks,  so  tf 
to  prevent  their  aiding  the  debtors  of  the  United  Sttten^ 
Bank.  Whenever  this  bank  diall  withdraw  from  a> 
culating  medium  its  ^^€  millions  in  bills,  it  must  ptj 
for  those  five  millions  in  specie,  or  the  bills  of  Sute 
banks,  in  either  of  which  cases  the  circulating  medium 
will  be  restored.  Whenever  the  depositee  of  more 
than  four  millions  shall  be  withdrmvm  from  its  vtnlti, 
they  will  be  either  thrown  into  circulation,  or  placed 
in  other  banks.  As  to  their  being  drawn  from  the 
country,  let  it  be  recollected  that  foreigners  do  not 
place  their  fhnds  here,  to  remain  inactive,  merely  be- 
cause the  United  States*  Bank  is  a  safe  place  of  de- 
posite. But  a  portion  of  the  deposite  is  by  debtors  of 
the  bank,  who  will  easily  adopt  a  mode  of  transferrini^ 
them  in  the  ledger.  As  to  the  vrithdrawing  of  seven 
millions  by  foreigners,  we  cannot  flatter  ourselves  with 
the  prospect;  but,  if  tiiat  should  be  the  case,  the  Gov- 
ernment can  supply  its  place  with  paper,  which  will 
answer  all  the  puiposee  of  roecie  fbr  all  bnsiBeei, 
within  our  own  country.  We  regard  the  repeated 
alarms  in  the  memorial  as  not  onlj  grcmndless,  but  as 
a  kind  of  threatening,  ill  suited  to  your  dignity  and 
our  independence. 

The  bank  memorial  is  a  public  declaration  that  the 
Government  and  People  of  tiie  United  States  are  beU 
in  dureas  by  the  memorialists,  and  that  the  continu- 
ance of  our  independence  rests  on  their  willingness  to 
continue  their  bank  operations.  It  contains  an  insult- 
ing history  of  favors  to  us,  greater  than  th«r  royal 
master  ever  urged  upon  the  oolonies.  It  declares  tbati 
in  the  management  of  the  power  of  the  purse,  ibr 
twenty  years,  it  has  done  everything  for  us,  and  has 
rendered  itself  necessary  to  our  future  existence.  Iti 
silent  language  is,  **  though  we  fail  to  conquer  you  by 
the  sword,  we  hold  you  suspended  by  the  purse  strings. 
We  demand  your  gratitude  for  such  use  of  our  funds 
as  we  have  condescended  to  permit  you  to  pay  i^^^ 
and  now,  if  the  power  is  to  be  withdrawn  from  us,  all 
your  establishments  of  commerce,  finance,  agriculture* 
and  the  arts,  shall  fall  with  us." 

This  language  is  not  from  a  band  of  patriots,  who 
undertook  to  aid  the  nation,  in  the  first  struggles  m 
self-government,  but  of  men,  who,  by  subUety  and  in- 
tercession, obtained  a  charter,  and  who  have  become 
masters  of  the  head-waters  of  corruption,  through  the 
ill-placed  bounty  of  the  first  Congress.  Their  delay 
to  close  their  aflairs,  according  to  law,  was  not  for 
pnblic  good,  but  in  preparation  for  a  sudden  onset  upon 
a  short  session  of  your  honorable  body^.  Hence  their 
welUimed  subscriptions  to  some  Republican  pn>*^ 
Hence  the  aUence  of  Federal  pressoe,  lest  discuss^ 
should  awake,  in  your  constituents,  the  spirit  of  177^. 
Hence  the  artificial  depressioa  of  stock,  notin  maiM 
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and  the  pelitioss  from  iatfliMlwl  eomfwiues  and  indi- 
fidoaJa  crowdiog  apon  you.  Henee  the  thronging  d 
jonr  tTeaoef,  and  the  ertfiil  eounding  of  every  SeiiA- 
knr  ud  member.  Hence  the  intimetione»  that  a  mll- 
lioB  ind  quarter  ahoold  be  placed  in  yonr  Tieaeuiy,  aa 
a  coaaidezation  lor  the  nun  of  yonr  eonatltnenta ;  and 
heaca  the  diameleaa  aaaertion,  that  our  Preaidenty  who 
gained  hia  eleration  by  hia  able  oppoaition  to  the  char* 
ter  of  the  bank,  and  other  ruinoua  meaanreair  ia  nowin 
&Tor  of  renewal.  ' 

The  bank  memorial,  with  ita  acoompanimenta,  ia  an 
alarming  eonmentaiy  on  the  original  charter.  The 
actual  diapreeiatioa  of  our  ailver  and  gold,  by  the  Uni- 
ted Butes'  Bank,  is  not  to  be  compared  with  the  at* 
tempt  to  depreciate  the  aterllng  virtue  and  zepvdilican 
istegzity  of  onr  people. 

HENRT  PHILLIPS, 
JOSEPH  McGLURO, 
And  sepeniy'tight  oihen* 


Tuesday,  February  5. 

The  bill  making  a  farther  distribution  of  tuch 
laws  of  the  Unit^  States  aa  respect  the  public 
lands  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  CuTTS,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  making  further  proFision  for  the  Corps  of  £d- 
gineers  coxrectlf  engrossed  \  and  the  bill  was 
taken  up ;  and, 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Andebbon,  recommitted  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  fi^e  members, 
further  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and 
Messrs.  Amdbbsoii,  Cbawford,  Gbrman,  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  and  Bbsnt,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Abobrbon^  from  the  committee  appointed 
the  2itb  January  to  consider  the  subject,  reported 
a  bill  aaihorizin^  the  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain 
goaDtlty  of  pobhc  land  to  the  Havre  de  Grace 
Bridge  Company ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading- 

The  Senate  resumed  tne  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  eoable  the  ]>eople  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government,  and 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union 
OD  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States*  and 
for  other  purposes  j"  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Batabd,  it  WBS  agreed  that  the  consideration 
ikereof  be  further  postponed  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow» 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  providinff  for 
the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands^  and  for 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territories  of 
Orleans  and  Louisiana ;  and,  having  agreed  to  the 
amendments  reported  bv  the  select  committee, 
the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  Hottse  ac 
eordingly.  On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be 
read  the  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
iniQed  ia  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  enable  the  Qeorgetown  Poto* 
niac  Bridge  Company  to  levy  money  for  the  ob- 
'  jeet  of  its  incorporation.  On  the  question.  Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?  the 
▼oces  being  equal,  the  Prbbibbiit  determined  the 
qoestion  in  the  affirmative. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  further  provisions  for  the 
disposal  of  the  sections  of  land  heretofore  reserv- 
ed for  the  future  disposition  of  Congress,  and  for 
other  pur]XMes." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  further 
postponed,  and  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
to-morrow. 

.   The  Senate  resamed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  the  Bank  of  Alexandria." 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  <^An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eleven,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BANK  OF  THB  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Cbawfobo  reported  a  bill  to  amend  and 
continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,"  passed  on  the  85th  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1791 ;  which  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

[The  first  section  continues  the  set  of  1791,  tinfil 
the  4th  of  March,  1881,  subject  to  the  following  condi- 
tions: 

Sec.  9.'.The  bonk  to  psy  into  the  Trsssury ,  on  or  be> 
fore  the  4st  Ootober,— —  dollsn. 

Sec  4.  Bsnk  to  pay  the  United  Ststes  three  per 
cent,  on  all  sums  above  one  million,  which  shall  be 
depoailed  by  the  United  States  for  more  than  one  year. 

See.  6.  Capital  may  be  increased  by  the  United 
States  12,600  shares,  not  exceeding  3,600  in  each  year. 

Sec.  6.  United  States  to  have  the  i^ht  to  appoint 
dureetors  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  stock  they  may 
hold. 

Sec  7.  Present  President  and  Dfarectors  may  serre 
until  the  1st  Monday  in  January,  1018. 

Sec.  8.  Citiiens,  oofta  fide  stockhdders,  alone  to 
vote  for  directors  to  attend  meetings. 

Sec.  9.  Bank  permitted  to  hold  property  tmder  cer- 
tain  limitations. 

Sec  10.  Not  to  issue  notes  to  greater  amount  than 
the  amount  of  capital  stock  pud  in. 

Sec  11.  The  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment shall  have  the  right  to  inspect  boM»>  Ac 

Sec  18.  Act  to  punii^  frauds  on  the  bank  continned 
in  force. 

Sec  18.  This  act  to  be  void  if  terms  not  aeosptad 
within  three  months. 

Sec  14.  So  much  of  act  of  1791  repealed  as  pledges 
Congress  to  grant  a  charter  to  no  other  bank  dormg 
the  continuance  of  this  corporation*] 

Mr.  Crawford  also  communicated  a  letter 
from  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  together  with  the  answer 
of  the  Secretary  thereto  on  the  subject  of  the 
3ank  of  the  United  States,  as  follows: 

SsiTATB  Chaxb»,  Jon.  29, 1811* 
Sim:  The  committee  of  the  Senate  to  whom  has 
been  referred  the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Dirse- 
tors  oir  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  praying  for  a 
renewal  of  their  charter,  have  directed  me  to  request 
you  to  state  to  the  oommittee,  whether,  in  your  bpin- 
u>n,  the  i«newal  of  the  said  charter  wtU  not  greatly 
fiunUtate  the  eoUecttoa  of  the  revenue,  and  promeie 
I  the  p«blic  waiftre.    IncomplyiBffwiththisveqQCstyil 
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k  expeeted  thii  you  will  fnniish  the  committee  with 
the  &cta  and  reaeoning  upon  which  your  opinion  hae 
been  formed,  together  with  rath  other  information  upon 
thia  aubject  aa  may  be  in  your  poaseaaion. 

I  am,  air,  reapectlolly,  your  moat  obedient  and  ^vrj 
humble  aer^ant* 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

To  the  Hon.  Axbbbt  Ga&li.tiv. 

TsSAaVBT  DnABTMBST, 

JofitHiry  30, 1811. 

Bib  :  Having  already,  in  a  report  to  the  Senate  of 
8d  March,  1809,  expreaaed  my  opinion  in  favor  of  a 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea, 
an  opinion  which  remaina  unchanged,  I  can  only  add 
a  few  explanatory  remarka  in  anawer  to  the  inquiriea 
of  the  committee  as  atated  in  your  letter  of  yeaterday. 

The  banking  ay  atom  ia  now  firmly  eatabliahed,  and, 
in  ita  ramificationa,  extenda  to  every  part  of  the  United 
Statea.  Under  that  aystem,  the  aaaiatance  of  banka 
appeara  to  me  neoeaaary  for  the  punctual  collection  of 
the  revenue,  and  for  the  aafo-keeping  and  tranamiaaion 
of  public  moneya.  That  the  punctuality  of  paymenta 
ia  principally  due  to  banka,  ia  a  fact  generally  adLUOwl- 
edged.  It  ia,  to  a  certain  degree,  enforced  by  the  refo- 
aal  of  credit  at  the  cuatom-houae,  ao  long  aa  a  former 
revenue  bond  actually  due  remaina  unpaid.  But  I 
think,  nevertheleaa,  that,  in  order  to  inaure  that  precia- 
ion  in  the  collection,  on  which  dependa  a  correapond- 
ing  diacharge  of  the  public  engagementa,  it  would,  if 
no  nae  waa  made  of  bank%  be  found  neceaaary  to  abol- 
iah  altogether  the  credit  now  given  on  the  payment  of 
dutiea;  a  meaaure  which  would  afiect  the  commercial 
capital,  and  foil  heavily  on  the  conaumera.    That  the 

gwic  moneya  are  aafer  by  being  weekly  depoaited  in 
ftnka,  inatead  of  accumulating  in  the  handa  of  collect- 
on,  ia  aelf-evident.  And  their  tranamiaaioB>  whenever 
thia  may  be  wanted  for  the  purpoae  of  making  pay- 
menta in  other  placea  than  those  of  collection,  cannot, 
with  any  convenience,  be  effected  on  a  large  acale  in 
nn  extenaive  country,  except  through  the  medium  of 
banka,  or  of  peraona  acting  aa  bankera. 

The  queation,  therefore,  ia,  whether  a  bank  incorpo- 
rated by  the  United  Statea,  or  a  number  of  banka  in- 
corporated by  the  aeveral  Statea^  be  moat  convenient 
for  thoae  purpoaea. 

State  banka  may  be  uaed,  and  mnat,  in  caae  of  a 
non-renewal  of  the  charter,  be  uaed  by  the  Treaaury. 
Frvparatory  arrangementa  have  already  been  made  to 
that  effect ;  and  it  ia  believed  that  the  orduiary  buai- 
neaa  will  be  tranaacted  through  their  medium,  with  leaa 
convenience,  and,  in  aome  reapecta,  with  perhapa  leas 
aafety  than  at  preaent,  but  without  any  inauperable 
difficulty.  The  difference  with  reapect  to  aafety  reanlts 
from  the  organization  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statea,  by  wMch  it  ia  reaponaible  for  the  money  depoa- 
ited in  any  of  ita  branchea,  while  each  of  the  State 
bankf  which  may  be  employed  will  be  responsible  only 
for  the  sums  in  its  own  hands.  Thus  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  is  now  anawerable  for  the  moneya  col- 
lected at  New  Orleana,  and  depoaited  there  in  ita 
branch,  a  aecurity  which  will  be  loat  under  a  different 
arrangement.  Nor  will  the  United  Statea  have  any 
otiier  control  over  the  manner  in  which  the  buaineaa  of 
the  banka  may  be  conducted,  than  what  may  reault 
from  the  power  of  withdrawing  the  public  depoaitea ; 
and  th^  will  loae  that  which  a  charter  <nr  a  depend- 
ence on  the  €reneral  Government  for  a  charter  now 
givea  over  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The  focUity 
of  obtaiaing  aiich  Moommodationa  aa  may  at  tiaaa  be 


wanted,  will,  for  the  aame  reaaon,  be  Ieasened,and  the 
national  power  will  to  that  extent  be  impaired.  It  may 
be  added  that,  even  for  the  ordinary  buaineaa  of  receiv- 
ing and  tranamitting  public  moneya,  the  use  of  a  State 
bstnk  may  be  forbidden  by  the  State,  and  that  loana  to 
the  United  Statea,  are,  by  many  of  the  chartera,  forbid- 
den, without  a  Bpeclal  permisaion  from  the  State. 

As  it  is  not  perceived,  on  the  other  hand,  that  a  sin- 
gle advantage  will  accrue  to  the  public  from  the  change, 
no  reaaon  preaenta  itaelf,  on  the  grounds  of  expediency, 
why  an  untried  system  should  be  substituted  to  one 
under  which  the  Treasury  business  haa  ao  long  been 
conducted  with  perfect  security  to  the  United  States, 
and  great  convenience  not  only  to  the  officers  but  also 
to  all  those  who  have  had  payments  of  a  public  nature 
to  make  or  to  receive. 

It  doea  not  aeem  neceasaiy  to  advert  to  the  particu- 
lar objectiona  made  againat  the  preaent  charter,  as 
theae  may  easily  be  obviated  by  proper  alterations. 
What  haa  been  called  a  National  Bank,  or,  in  other 
words,  a  new  Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  inatead  of 
the  existing  one,  may  be  obtained  by  auch  altermtioni. 
The  capital  may  be  extended  and  more  equally  diatrib* 
uted ;  new  atockholders  may  be  substituted  to  the  for- 
eigners,  aa  had  been  auggeated  in  the  report  of  the  9d 
March,  1809 ;  and  any  other  modificationsa  which  may 
be  thought  expedient,  may  be  introduced,  without  in- 
terrupting the  operationa  of  the  inatitution  now  ia 
force,  and  without  disturbing  all  the  commercial  con- 
cwna  of  the  country. 

I^  indeed;  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  ooold  be 
removed  without  aflfeeting  either  ita  numeroua  ddMcn, 
the  other  moneyed  inatitntiona,  or  the  circulation  of 
the  country,  the  ordinary  fiscal  operationa  of  Govern- 
ment would  not  be  materially  deranged,  and  might  be 
carried  on  by  meana  of  another  general  bank,  or  of 
State  banks.  But  the  transition  will  be  attended  with 
much  individual,  and,  probably,  with  no  inconaiderable 
public  injury.  It  is  impoasible  that  an  inatitution 
which  circulates  thirteen  milliona  of  dollara,  and  to 
whom  the  merchants  owe  fourteen,  should  terminate 
ita  operations,  particularly  in  the  present  unfavorable 
state  of  the  American  commerce,  and  after  the  great 
losses  lately  experienced  abroad,  without  giving  ase- 
rioua  shock  to  commercial,  banking,  and  natioail 
credit  It  is  not  intended  to  overrate  the  extent  of 
an  evil  which  there  are  no  certain  data  to  appreciate. 
And,  without  expatiating  on  the  fatal  and  unavoidable 
efibcta  on  its  dividends,  without  dwelling  on  the  incon- 
venience of  repaying,  at  this  time,  to  Europe  a  capital 
of  aeven  milliona,  and  without  adverting  to  other  pos- 
aible  dangers  of  a  more  general  nature,  it  appeara  suf- 
ficient to  state  that  the  aame  body  of  men  who  owe 
fourteen  millions  of  dollara  to  the  bank,  owe  also  ten 
or  twelve  to  the  United  States,  on  which  the  receipts 
into  the  Treasury  for  this  year  altogether  depend  ;  aod 
that,  exclusively  of  absolute  failures,  it  is  improbable 
that  both  debts  can  be  punctually  paid  at  the  same 
time.  Nor  must  it  be  forgotten  that  the  approaching 
non-importation  will  considerably  lessen  the  efficiency 
of  the  provision  by  which  subsequent  credits  are  re- 
fused to  importers  who  have  not  diKharged  former 
revenue  bonds.  Upon  the  whole,  a  perfect  conviction 
ia  felt,  that,  in  the  critical  aituation  of  the  country, 
new  evila  ought  not  to  be  auperadded,  and  a  perilous 
experiment  be  attemptedt  unleaa  required  by  an  impe- 
rioua  neceaaity. 

In  theae  haaty  remarka,  I  have  not  adverted  to  the 
quMtioa  of  oonatitutioatli^i  which  ia  not  a  tmbjeet  of 
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for  tlie  Secrettrj  of  tbe  Treasmy.  Permit 
me,  howeTer,  lor  my  own  sake,  mmplj  to  etete,  that 
the  bank  charter,  having  ibr  a  number  of  years  been 
acted  upon  or  acquiesoed  in  as  if  Constitutional  br  all 
the  constituted  aat^oiities  of  the  nation,  and  thiaking 
myself  the  use  of  banks  to  be  at  present  necessaiy  for 
the  exerciee  of  the  legitimate  powers  of  the  General 
Ooreramont,  the  continuation  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  has  not,  in  the  view  which  I  have  been  able 
to  take  of  the  suliject,  appeared  to  me  to  be  unconstitu- 
tional. 

I  hskve  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir^  your  obedi- 
ent aervaai, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  Wk.«H.  CuAwroaD,  Chairman, 


WfiDNESDAr,  February  6. 

Mr.  Bradlst  preeenced  the  petition  of  Char- 
lotte Hazeo,  relict  of  the  late  Brigadier  Greneral 
Moses  HazeOi  praying  a  grant  of  land  may  be 
made  to  her,  as  a  Canadian  refugee,  or  that  a 
small  addition,  in  lieu  thereof,  may  be  added  to 
her  present  pension  from  Congress,  for  reasons 
stated  at  large  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Bradlby,  Frahkun,  and  GERiiAif,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  B.,  also,  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Wiikinson,  stating  that  he  has  made  sundry  ad- 
vances of  money  in  the  course  of  his  military  ser- 
vice, for  ^which,  no  provision  having  been  made  by 
law,  he  cannot  obtain  credit  theretor  at  the  prop- 
er accounting  offices;  and  that  he  is  improperly 
charged  on  toe  books  of  the  War  Department 
with  disbnrsements  made  by  him  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of , certain  orders  from  the  Executive,  and 
prayingVelief,  for  reasons  therein  mentioned ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Bbadlet,  Campbsll, 
and  Gbegq,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Anderson,  trom  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  "  the  bill  making  further  provision 
for  the  Corps  of  Erngineers,"  reported  it  with 
amendments;  which  were  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  compensation  to 
John  Eugene  Leitzendorfer,  for  services  rendered 
the  United  States  in  the  war  with  Tripoli,"  with 
an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  con- 
cnrrence  of  the  Senate.  The  House  have  passed 
a  bilL  entitled  '  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard 
Tervin,  William  Coleman,  Edwin  Lewis,  Sam- 
uel Mims,  Joseph  Wilson,  and  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Salem  Meeting-house,  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory; also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for 
the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  lying  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  and  a  tract  in  the  Indiana  Territory;" 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  were 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  ^Aa  act  making  com- 


pensation to  John  Eugene  Leitzendorfer,  for  ser* 
vices  rendered  the  United  States  in  the  war  wish 
Tripoli,"  was  read. 

Mr.  Crawforo,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  anthonze  the 
payment  of  certain  certificates,  credits,  and  pen- 
sions, and  for  other  purposes.  And  the  bill  was 
read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled,  '*An  act  concerning  the  Bank 
of  Alexandria,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Qovernment  for  the 
rear  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven;" and 
having  agreed  to  the  amendment,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  CaMPBBLt^  it  was  agreed  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Presideyit  of  the  United  States: 

7b  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statee  .• 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Sacretazy  of 
States  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the  first  in* 
stent.  JAMES  MADISON. 

FsaauAar  6, 18U. 

The  Messaffe  and  report  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  further  provisions  for  the 
disposal  of  the  sections  of  land,  heretofore  re- 
served for  the  future  disposition  of  Congress,  and 
for  other  purposes;''  and  after  progress,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  further 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands,  and  for  the 
sale  of  public  land  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans  and 
Louisiana,"  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 


THURsoaT,  February  7. 

The  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force  an  act, 
entitled  **An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  passed  on  the 
twenty-fifth  da3r  of  February,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-one,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Crawforo,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  bill  lo  authorize  the  payment  of  certain 
certificates,  credits,  and  pensions,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Arobrbon  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  extend  the 
right  of  sufirage  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  sale  and  grant  of  a 
certain  quantity  of  public  land  to  Havre  de  Qraca 
Bridge  Company,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Dili,  entitled  '*An  act  providing 
for  the  removal  of  the  land  ofliee  established  at 
Nashville,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  Canton, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio ;  and  t^  authoiizQ  the  Re- 
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gister  and  Receiver  of  Public  Moneyrs  to  saperin- 
tead  the  public  sales  of  land  in  the  district  east  of 
Pearl  river,"  reported  it  with  amendmeots ;  which 
were  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rich- 
ard Tervin,  William  Coleman,  Edwin  Lewis, 
Samuel  Mims,  Joseph  Wilson,  and  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Salem  Meeting-house,  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  Greoo,  Fbamkun, 
and  BRADi.BT,<jrere  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the 
sale  of  a  tract  of  land  lying  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  a  tract  in  the  Indiatia  Territory,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Worthiroton,  Campbrll,  and  Frahe- 
LiN,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  Slates,  and  for  other  purposes." 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amended  ? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  22, 
nays  10,  as  follows : 

TiAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Brent,  OampbeU,  Clay, 
Gondii,  Crawford,  Cntts,  Franklin,  Gailiaid,  Gregg, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Mathewson,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of. 
Mainland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner, 
Whiteside,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Champlin,  Dsna,  German, 
Gilman,  Groodrich,  Horsey,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  and  Reed. 

So  it  was  jResolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven." 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  considera« 
tion  thereof  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  compensation 
to  John  Eo^ne  Leitzendorfer,  tor  services  ren- 
dered the  United  States  in  the  war  with  Tripoli." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bradj«bt, 

Miuohedj  That  they  disagree  thereto. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prbbidbnt  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  of  ike  UmiedState$  : 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  complying  with  their  resolntion  of  the 
Rlst  January  last.  JAMES  MADISON. 

FaBauART  7, 1811. 

The  Messajre  and  report  were  read,  and  or* 
dered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  a  further  distribution  of 
such  laws  of  tbe  United  States  as  respect  the  pub- 
lic lands.  On  ihe  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 


Mr.  Franrun,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  incorpo- 
rating ihe  Protestant  Episcopal  Churcli.  in  the 
town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  tHird  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Frankun, 

Reaohed^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  such  information  as  he  otav  posaesa  rela- 
tive to  the  accounts  of  Gkorge  W.  Erving,  for 
his  services  and  compensation  for  attending  the 
Board  of  Commissioners,  established  under  the 
seventh  article  of  the  British  treaty. 


Friday,  February  8. 

Mr.  ANDERaoif  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
brine  in  a  bill  to  extend  the  right  of  sufiiage  in 
tbe  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
David  Porter,  a  Commander  in  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States ;  which  was  read;  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  providing  for 
the  removal  of  the  land  office  established  at  Nash- 
ville, in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  Canton,  in 
the  state  of  Ohio:  and  to  authorize  the  Register 
and  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  to  superintend 
the  public  sales  of  land  in  the  district  east  of 
Pearl  River,"  together  with  the  amendmencs  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee  ;  and  hav- 
ing agreed  thereto,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Mr.  CuTTS  reported,  from  the  committee,  the 
bill  making  a  Airther  distribution  of  such  laws  of 
the  United  States  as  respect  the  public  lands,  cor- 
rectly engrossed;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed, 

Tne  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 
Corps  of  Engineers,  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  bv  the  select  committee ;  and 
having  agreed  to  tne  amendments,  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Leir,  to  strike  out,  in  sec- 
tion five,  line  two.  after  the  word  '^  buildines," 
the  following  words :  "  at  such  place  as  shall  be 
designated  by  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes," 
for  the  purpose  of  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
words  ^  tn  Carlisle,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania:" 
a  division  of  the  question  was  called  for :  and 
the  <|uestion  was  taken  on  striking  out,  and  de- 
termined in  the  negiative — yeas  14,  nays  17,  as 
follows : 

Tkas — ^Messrs.  Condit,  German,  Oilman,  Goodrich, 
Gregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  MaUiewson,  Pickering, 
Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Whiteside. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Brent, 
ChampUn,  Clay,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Qaillard, 
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Giles,  Honey,  Pope,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Wor- 
tlimgton. 

On  the  qaestion^  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  de«* 
termined  io  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  cer- 
tain certificates,  credits,  and  pensions,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

On  motion^  by  Mr.  Bbadlet,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  bilL  entitled  ''An  act  incorporatins^  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  town  oT  Al- 
exandria, in  the  District  of  Columbia/'  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Braolet, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estaolishinff  an 
additional  collection  district  on  the  northern 
boundaries  of  the  United  States,  with  leare  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Braolet,  German,  and 
Cbawforo,  be  the  committee* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale  and  grant  of 
a  certain  quantity  of  public  land  to  the  Havre  de 
Grace  Bridge  Company.  And  on  the  question. 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ? 
it  was  deternained  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  collectors  of 
the  ports  of  Norfolk,  Baltimore,  and  Philadelphia. 
And  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  declaring  the  laws  now  in  force 
io  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  to  extend  to  and  to 
have  full  force  and  effect  to  the  river  Perdido, 
pursuant  to  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  on  the 
30th  day  of  April,  1803,  and  for  other  purposes. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  it  was  recommitted 
to  the  coonmittee  appointed  the  8th  of  December 
00  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  as  relates  to  that  subject. 

Mr.  Bbbnt  submitted  the  following  motion : 

Resohedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in 
t  hOl  making  compensation  to  certain  officers  of  the 
costoms. 

Mr.  Bradlst^  from  the  committee  appointed 
thb  day  to  constder  the  subject,  reported  the  bill 
to  establish  the  districts  of  Memphreymagog, 
ofOswantchie,  and  of  the  White  Mountains; 
and  the  hill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.CLAT  presented  the  petition  of  Philip  Ham- 
mond, on  benalf  of  himself  and  of  the  heirs  of 
John  Prior,  deceased,  praying  that  he  and  the 
said  heirs  may  be  compensated  for  certain  services 
rendered  by  him  ana  the  said  John  Prior  to  the 
United  States,  as  mentioned  in  the  petition ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ; 
tod  Messrs.  Clay,  Caupbbll,  and  Franklin, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 
1  llh  Con.  dd  Skss.— 5 


Mono  AT,  February  11. 
Mr.  Giles  introduced  a  bill  in  addition  to  an 
act,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  amend  the  judicial  system 
of  the  United  States,"  as  follows: 

<'  Be  it  enaetedf  4re*t  That  daring  the  term  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  tjie  United  Btates,  commencing  on 
the  first  Monday  of  February  instant,  the  said  court 
shall  be  holden  by  the  Jnsticea  thereof,  or  any  three  of 
them :  Provided^  that  in  case  only  tiiree  Judges  be 
presen^  the  said  court  shall  not  have  power  to  hear  or 
determine  any  case,  without  the  consent  of  the  parties 
or  their  counsel,  except  those  brought  before  the  ooort 
from  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of  Colombia." 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
Bataro^  Giles,  and  Clay. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Porter,  a  com- 
mander in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the 
Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs. 
WoRTHiNGTON,  Andbbbon,  and  Gregg,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  bill  to  establish  the  districts  of  Memphrey- 
magog, of  Osweffatchie,  and  of  the  White  Moun* 
tains,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  enable  the  Georgetown  Potomac  Bridge 
Company  to  levy  money  for  the  object  of  its  in* 
corporation. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Pickering,  the  bill  was 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee,  further  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Pickbbino, 
Anoerson,  and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
payment  of  certain  certificates,  credits,  and  pen- 
sions, and  for  other  purposes. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Crawforo,  it  was  recom- 
mitted to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five 
members,  further  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  Crawford,  Franklin,  Goodricb,.. 
Bradley,  and  Conoit,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  further  provision 
for  the  Corps  of  Engineers  was  read  the  third  time 
as  amended,  and  the  blank  filled.  On  the  questioUi 
Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amended?  it  was  deter* 
mined  in  the  aflirmative — yeas  19,  nays  10,  as 
follows : 

YsAs— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Camp- 
bell, Champlin,  Clay,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Gaillaid, 
Giles,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Tait^ 
Taylor,  Turner,  Whitesioe,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messre.  Condit,  Dana,  German,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Lambert,  Leib,  Pickering,  Reed,  and  Rob. 
inson* 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  *'An  act  making  further  provision  for 
the  Corps  of  Engineers." 

Mr.  Bataro,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled 
'*'An  act  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  Uqi* 
ted  States,"  reported  it  with  an  amendment ; 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to  as  in  Committee 
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of  the  Whole,  and  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined, by  unanimous  consent,  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  authorize  the  election 
of  sheriffs,  in  the  Indiana  Territory ;"  also,  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  supplementarv  to  the  act  concerning 
Consuls  and  vice  Consuls,  and  for  the  further 
protection  of  American  seamen  ;*'  in  which  bills 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
have  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to* in- 
corporate the  subscribers  to  the  Farmers'  Bank 
of  Aleiandria,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate ;  the  bill  en- 
titled ^An  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  roto« 
mac,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate ;  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Washington," 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate ;  also,  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Georgetown," 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate.  The  House  of  Represent- 
atives concur  in  all  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  people 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission 
of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  and  for  other  purposes," 
except  the  second,  to  which  they  do  not  agree. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment to  the  last  mentioned  bill  disagreed  to  by 
the  House  of  Representatives;  and  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Batard,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  two  last  bills  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  CuTTs,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States,"  cor- 
rectly engrossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third 
time  by  unanimous  consent. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  ?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  23,  nays  2, 
as  follows : 

Tkas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Bradley,  Camp- 
bell, Champlin,  Clay,  Condit,  Crawford,  Dana,  Frant 
lin,  Oaillard,  German,  Giles,  Gilman,  Gaodrich,  Horsay, 
Leib,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  Smith  of  New  York,  Taylor, 
Turner,  and  Whiteside. 

Nats — Messrs.  Reed  and  Worthington. 

So  it  was  Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  in  addition  to 
an  act.  entitled  ^An  act  to  amend  the  judicial  sys- 
tem or  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Pickering,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  to  enable  the  George- 
town Bridge  Company  to  levy  money  for  the  ob- 
ject of  its  incorporation,  reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  Cbawforo,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  to  authorize  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  certlficatesi  credits,  and  pensions, 


and  for  other  purposes,  asked  leave  to  report  a 
new  bill ;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  Pbesident  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  enclosiog  a 
resolution  of  that  Legislature,  approving  the 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  respecting  titles  of  nobility ;  which  were 
read. 

Ordered^  That  thev  be  transmitted  to  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  State. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesident  of  tbb  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.- 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secrettry  «! 
the  Treasury,  complying  with  their  resolation  oftfai 
7th  instant  JAMES  MADISON. 

FiamuAmT  U,  1811. 

The  Message  and  report  were  read  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  Tor  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  8TATE8. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  incorporate  the  sob- 
scribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  passed 
on  the  25th  day  of  February^  one  thoosaod  sereii 
hundred  and  ninety-one. 

Mr.  Anderson  said  that  having  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill  before 
the  Senate,  and  not  feelinj^  himself  at  liberty  to 
oppose  the  introduction  oi  the  report,  yet,  thick- 
ing  it  might  be  advisable  to  try  the  principle  be- 
fore they  proceeded  to  discuss  thedetails,  he  should 
move  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill.  He 
would  barely  observe  that,  was  this  not  a  ques- 
tion which  was  generally  understood,  on  which 
not  only  every  member  of  this  House,  but  everT 
citizen  of  the  United  States  had  made  up  w 
mindj  he  should  feel  himself  bound  to  oSei  rea^ 
sons  m  support  of  the  motion ;  but,  inasmuch  ai 
it  was  a  question  which  every  gentleman  ba( 
doubtless  decided  in  his  own  mind,  he  felt  unwill 
ing  to  take  up  any  more  of  the  attention  of  tb< 
Senate,  espectallv  so  late  in  the  session,  wbel 
there  was  so  much  business  of  importance  befori 
them,  which  required  to  be  acted  on.  . : 

'  Mr.  Crawforo  said  this  was  a  way  of  disi 
posing  of  business  which  struck  him  as  some 
what  astonishing.  A  bill  was  proposed  to  th< 
Senate  to  continue  in  operation  an  institution  ol 
twenty  years  standing,  the  good  effects  of  vhici 
had  been  universally  experienced,  whose  infla 
ence  on  the  public  prosperity  was  admitted  b] 
all;  and,  without  assieniog  any  reason  wbyi 
should  not  be  continued,  they  were  told  that  ihj 
public  sentiment  had  decided  the  question.,  aoj 
every  gentleman  must  have  made  up  his  mioc 
He  appealed  to  the  gentleman  who  made  tb 
motion,  whether  this  was  a  fair  and  magnaoi 
mous  mode  of  procedure.  How  was  it  possjbl 
for  the  friends  of  this  bill  to  meet  objectioD 
never  made  ?  To  foresee  the  grounds  on  wbici 
gentleinen  would  have  made  up  their  minds 
Surely,  when  a  question  of  this  magnitude  wi 
to  be  decided,  it  ought  to  be  expect^  that«500 
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reasons  should  be  offered  why  the  bill  should  be 
rejected.  Mr.  C.  said  he  hoped  if  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  chose  to  veil  hioiseir 
and  argument  from  discussion,  on  the  ground 
that  be  had  made  up  his  mind,  that  some  gentle- 
DDan  woold  condescend  to  giye  reasons  in  £ivor 
of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  there  was  cer- 
laioly  nothing  novel  in  the  courstf  taken  by  the 
rentleman  from  Ten  nessee.  The  gentleman  from 
Scorgia  could  not  be  ignorant  that  some  of  the 
State  Legislatures  had  taken  the  subject  up.  It, 
therefore,  became  the  dutj,  with  all  respect  to 
bis  friend  from  Georgia,  or  the  introduoer  of  the 
mi  to  give  some  reason  to  induce  the  Senate  to 
pre  their  votes  for  a  renewal  of  the  charter. 

Mr.  Ahdebson  said  that  he  had  deemed  it 
strictly  proper  and  parliamentarv  to  make  the 
motion  which  he  haa  offered  to  the  House.  He 
ieemed  it  incumbent  on  those  who  meant  to  sup- 
|K>rt  this  bill  to  assign  the  reasons  why  the  sec- 
tion should  not  be  struck  out.  To  his  mind,  Mr. 
L  said,  this  system  was  infinitely  more  injurious 
iian  beneficial;  it  created  a  kind  of  fictitious 
vealth  in  the  community;  destroyed  in  a  degree 
the  firm  principles  of  our  political  institutions; 
ind)  if  we  went  on  with  it  lor  twentyyears  more, 
ve  should  be  at  least  fifty  years  older,  he  would 
lot  say  in  corruption,  but  in  the  want  of  the 
itrict  political  virtue  which,  if  the  bank  had 
lerer  hare  existed,  we  might  have  maintained. 
This  opinion  was  a  sufficient  objection,  without 
aying  anything  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  the 
hing,  which  to  him  had  always  been  a  para- 
nonnt  objection. 

Mr.  CaiwpoRU  said  that  the  gentlemen  from 
Peonesseeand  Maryland  had  misconceived  what 
le  had  said.  He  had  not  compUined  that  the 
aotion  was  made;  nothing  like  it.  He  knew 
bat  soch  a  course  was  sometimes  pursued.  But 
t  was  the  first  time  he  ever  knew  such  a  motion 
0  be  made  without  a  discussion  of  the  details, 
rithout  a  detailed  statement  of  the  reasons  for 
pposing  such  and  such  provisions.  He  must  be 
ennitt^  to  state  that  such  a  course  was  not 
soal  in  this  or  any  other  body,  as  that  a  chair- 
lan  should  be  called  upon  to  state  reasons  which 
uloeed  a  committee  to  report  any  provision, 
rlien  a  motion  was  made  wnich  went  to  put  an 
ad  to  any  discassion  of  the  detail.  Qentiemen 
Bumed  the  affirmative  side  of  the  question; 
tiey  were  about  to  defeat  the  bill — ou^ht  they 
ot  to  assign  their  reasons?  What  a  situation 
m  I  placed  in.  said  Mr.  C.  How  is  it  possible 
can  foresee  all  the  objections  to  the  bill  7  And 
r  perchance  I  should  foresee  them  and  defeat 
bem,  will  not  gentlemen  say  these  are  not  the 
evons  which  influenced  their  votes?  It  is 
^e  pursuing  a  will-o'-the-wisp;  you  can  never 
rrive  at  the  true  object  of  pursuit.  I  should 
Qmbly  hope,  sir,  that  some  gentleman,  who 
rishes  to  pat  an  end  to  this  bill,  would  assign 
iie  reasons  on  which  he  determined  to  give  his 
ote. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland^  said  he  had  always 
l^ottght  it  was  the  doty  of  a  committee  to^  in- 


form the  Senate  of  the  reasons  which  induced 
them  to  report  a  bill.  I  was  not  on  the  commit- 
tee, said  he.  There  were  but  five  on  it;  and  con- 
sequently there  are  twenty-nine  of  us  who  can- 
not tell  what  induced  that  gentleman  to  report 
the  bill  which  has  produced  this  agitation  among 
us,  and  which  some  of  the  States  have  declared 
hostile  to  the  Constitution.  I  was  so  certain 
that  the  ffentleman  would  give  his  view  of  the 
subject,  that  I  did  not  come  prepared  to  enter 
into,  the  question.  I  did  expect  to  hear  some- 
thing from  that  gentleman  which  I  or  some  other 
gentleman  would  have  thought  it  our  duty  to 
give  an  answer  to. 

Mr.  Cbawforo  said  that  he  should  proceed, 
though  reluctantly,  to  explain  the  reasons  of  the 
committee  for  reporting  the  bill,  which  is  now 
under  consideration.    After  the  most  minute  ex- 
amination of  the  Constitution,  the  majority  of 
that  committee  were  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  were  clearly 
invested  with  power  to  pass  such  a  bill.    The 
object  of  the  Constitution  was  two-fold:  Ist,  the 
delegation  of  certain  general  powers,  of  a  national 
nature,  to  the  Grovernment  of  the  United  States; 
and  2d,  the  limitation  or  restriction  of  the  State 
sovereignties.    Upon  the  most  thorough  exami- 
nation of  this  instrument,  I  am  induced  to  be- 
lieve, that  many  of  the  various  constructions 
given  to  it  are  the  result  of  a  belief  that  it  is 
absolutely  perfect.    It  has  become  so  extremely 
fashionable  to  eulogize  this  Constitution,  whe- 
ther the  object  of  the  eulogist  is  the  extension  or 
contraction  of  the  powers  of  the  Government, 
that  whenever  its  eulogium  is  pronounced,  I  feel 
an  involuntary  apprehension  of  mischief.    Upon 
the  faith  of  this  imputed  perfection,  it  has  been 
declared  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  entire  spirit 
and  character  of  this  instrument,  to  suppose  that 
after  it  has  given  a  general  power  it  should 
afterwards  delegate  a  specific  power  fairly  com- 
prehended within  the  general  power.    A  rational 
analysis  of  the  Constitution  will  refute  in  the 
most  demonstrative  manner  this  idea  of  its  per- 
fection.   This  analysis  may  excite  unpleasant 
sensations;  it  may  assail  honest  prejudices;  for 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  honest  prejudices  fre- 
quently exist,  and  are  many  times  perfectly  in- 
nocent.   But  when  these  prejudices  tend  to  de- 
stroj^  even  the  object  of  their  affection,  it  is  es- 
sentially necessary  that  they  should  be  eradicated. 
In  the  present  case,  if  there  be  any  who,  under 
the  conviction  that  the  Constitution  is  perfect, 
are  disposed  to  j^ive  it  a  construction  that  will 
render  it  wholly  imbecile,  the  public  welfare  re- 
quires that  the  veil  should  be  rent,  and  that  its 
imperfection  should  be  disclosed  to  public  view. 
By  this  disclosure  it  will  cease  to  be  the  object 
of  adoration,  but  it  will  nevertheless  be  entitled 
to  our  warmest  attachment. 

The  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion contains  among  others  the  following  grant  qt 
powers,  viz:  to  coin  money,  regulate  the  value 
thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the  standard 
of  weights  and  measures;  to  raise  and  support 
avmiesi  to  provide  and  maintain  a  navy;  (• 
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regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
among  the  several  States,  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes;  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads. 
This  selection  contains  live  grants  of  general 
power.  Under  the  power  to  coin  mone^  it  is 
conceived  that  Congress  would  have  a  right  to 
provide  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the 
money  after  it  was  coined,  and  that  this  power  is 
fairly  incidental  to,  and  comprehended  in,  the 
general  power.  The  power  to  raise  armies  and 
provide  and  maintain  a  navy  com|)rehends,  be- 
yond the  possibility  of  doubt,  the  right  to  make 
rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the 
land  and  naval  forces;  and  yet  in  these  three 
eases,  the  Constitution,  after  making  the  grant  of 
general  power,  delegates  specifically  the  powers 
which  are  fairly  comprehended  within  the  gen^ 
era!  power.  If  this,  however,  should  be  denied, 
the  construction  which  has  been  uniformly  given 
to  the  remaining  powers  which' have  been  select- 
ed, will  establish  the  fact  beyond  the  power  of 
contradiction.  Under  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce,  Congress  has  exercised  the  power  of 
erecting  light-houses,  as  incidental  to  that  power, 
and  fairly  comprehended  within  it.  Under  the 
power  to  establish  post  offices,  and  post  roads, 
Congress  has  provided  for  the  punishment  of 
offences  against  the  Post  Office  Department.  If 
the  Congress  can  exercise  an  incidental  power 
Dot  granted  in  one  case,  it  can  in  all  cases  of  a 
similar  kind.  But  it  is  said,  that  the  enumera- 
tion of  certain  powers  excludes  all  other  powers 
not  enumerated.  This  is  true  so  far  as  original 
aubetantive  grants  of  power  are  concerned,  but  it 
18  not  true  when  applied  to  express  grants  of 
power,  which  are  strictly  inciclental  to  some 
original  and  substantive  grant  of  power.  If  it 
were  true  in  relation  to  them,  Congress  ceuld  not 
pass  a  law  to  punish  offences  against  the  Post 
Office  Establishment,  because  the  Constitution 
has  expressly  given  the  power  to  punish  offences 
against  the  current  coin,  and  as  it  has  given  the 
power  to  punish  offences  committed  asainst  that 
grant  of  general  power,  and  has  withheld  it  in 
relation  to  the  power  to  esublish  post  offices  and 
post  roads.  Congress  cannot,  according  to  this 
mle  of  construction,  so  warmly  contended  for,  pass 
anj  law  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  such 
ofl^nces.  The  power  to  make  rules  for  the  regu- 
lation and  government  of  the  land  and  naval 
forces,  I  have  shown  to  be  striotly  incidental  to 
the  power  to  raise  armies,  and  provide  and  main- 
tain navies;  but^  according  to  this  rule  of  eon- 
atraction,  all  incidental  powers  are  excluded  ex- 
cept the  few  which  are  enumerated,  which  would 
cxelode  from  all  claim  to  constitutionality,  nearly 
one  half  of  your  laws,  and,  what  is  still  more  to 
be  deprecated,  would  render  your  Constitution 
equally  imbecile  with  the  old  articles  of  confed- 
eration. When  we  come  to  examine  the  4th  arti- 
cle, the  absurdity  of  this  rule  of  construction,  and 
mlao^  of  the  idea  of  perfection  which  has  been 
attributed  to  the  Constitution,  will  be  equally 
manifest.  This  article  appears  to  be  of  a  mis- 
cellaneous character  and  very  similar  to  the 
codicil  of  a  will.    The  first  article  provides  for 


the  or|^anization  of  Congress;  defines  its  powers  j 
prescribes  limitations  upon  the  powers  previouslf 
granted ;  and  sets  metes  and  bounds  to  the  aa^ 
thority  of  the  State  Governments.  The  second 
article  provides  for  the  organization  of  the  Er 
ecutive  Department,  and  defines  its  power  snij 
duty.  The  3d  article  defines  the  tenure  by  wbick 
the  persona  in  whom  the  judicial  power  may  In 
vested  shall  hold  their  offices,  and  prescribes  th^ 
extent  of  their  power  and  jurisdiction.  These 
three  articles  provide  for  the  three  great  depan 
ments  of  Government  called  into  existence  ^ 
the  Constitution,  but  some  other  provisions  jusj 
then  occur,  which  ought  to  have  been  includH 
in  one  or  the  other  of  the  preceding  articles,  an^ 
these  provisions  are  incorporated  and  compos^ 
the  4tb  article.  The  1st  section  of  it  decUresj 
that  **full  faith  and  credit  s^hail  be  given  in  esell 
State,  to  the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial 
proceedings  of  every  other  State.  And  the  Cooi 
^ress  may  by  general  laws  prescribe  the  maooci 
in  which  such  acts,  records,  and  proceedings  shaU 
be  proved,  and  the  effect  thereoi.''  In  the  secoBij 
section  it  declares,  that  a  person,  charged  in  aoj 
State  with  treason,  felony,  or  other  crime,  wIm 
shall  flee  from  justice,  and  be  found  in  anotbd 
State,  shall,  on  demand  of  the  Elxecutive  auihorj 
ity  of  the  State  from  which  he  fled,  be  deliverej 
up,  to  be  removed  to  the  State  having  jurisdici 
tion  of  the  crime.  A  similar  provision  is  conj 
tained  in  the  same  section,  relative  to  fu^itive^ 
who  are  bound  to  labor,  by  the  laws  of  any  State 
In  the  first  case  which  has  been  selected,  expresj 
authority  has  been  given  to  Congress,  to  pre 
scribe  the  manner  in  which  the  records,  &e^ 
should  be  proved,  and  also  the  effect  thereof,  bal 
in  the  other  two,  no  authority  is  given  to  Coo^ 
gress,  and  yet  the  bare  inspection  of  the  tbrej 
cases  will  prove  that  the  interference  of  Cob 
gress  is  less  necessary  in  the  first  than  in  the  tw 
remaining  cases.  A  record  must  always  n 
proved  by  itself,  because  it  is  the  highest  evident 
of  which  the  case  admits.  The  effect  of  a  recor^ 
ought  to  depend  upon  the  laws  of  the  State  <j 
which  it  is  a  record,  and,  therefore,  the  power  ^ 
prescribe  the  effect  of  a  record  wlis  wholly  unc^ 
cessary,  and  has  been  so  held  by  Congress— i^ 
law  having  been  passed  to  prescribe  the  effect  i 
a  record.  In  the  second  case  there  seems  to 
some  apparent  reason  for  passing  a  law  to  asc< 
tain  the  officer  upon  whom  the  demand  is  to 
made;  what  evidence  of  the  identity  of 
person  demanded  and  of  the  jg^uilt  of  the  par^ 
charged  must  be  produced  before  the  obligatid 
to  deliver  shall  be  complete.  The  same  apra 
ent  reason  exists  for  the  passage  of  a  law  rel 
tive  to  fugitives  from  labor.  According,  hoij 
ever,  to  the  rule  of  construction  contended  fa 
Congress  cannot  pass  any  law  to  carry  the  Co^ 
stitution  into  effect,  in  the  two  last  eases  selectej 
because  express  power  has  been  given  in  tl^ 
first  and  is  withheld  in  the  two  last.  Congrej 
has  nevertheless  passed  laws  to  carr/  those  pr^ 
visions  into  effect,  and  this  exercise  of  power  h^ 
never  been  complained  of  by  the  people  or  i\ 
Stales. 
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Mr.  President,  it  is  contended  hf  those  who 
tre  opposed  to  the  passage  of  this  hill,  that  Con- 
fess can  exercise  no  power  by  implication,  and 
jet  it  is  admitted,  nay,  eren  asserted,  that  Con* 
gress  would  have  power  to  pass  all  laws  neces- 
sary to  carry  the  Constitntion  into  effect,  whe- 
ther it  bad  given  or  withheld  the  power  which 
is  contained  in  the  following  paragraph  of  the 
8th  section  of  the  1st  article:  "to  make  all  laws 
which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
ioto  execution  the  foregoing  powers  and  all 
other  powers  rested  by  this  Constitution  in  the 
Government  of  the  United  Stales  or  in  any  de- 
partment or  officer  thereof."  Jfthis  part  of  the 
Constitntion  really  confers  no  power,  it  at  least, 
according  to  this  opinion,  strips  it  of  that  attri- 
bute of  perfection  which  has  by  these  gentlemen 
beea  ascribed  to  it.  But.  sir,  tnis  is  not  the  fact. 
It  does  confer  power  of  toe  most  substantial  and 
salutary  nature.  Let  ns,  sir,  lake  a  view  of  the 
CoQstitation  upon  the  supposition  that  no  power 
is  vested  in  the  Government  by  this  clause,  and 
see  how  the  exclusion  of  power  by  implication 
esQ  be  reconciled  to  the  most  important  acts  of 
theGorernment.  The  Constitution  has  express- 
ly giyea  Congress  power  "to  constitute  tribunals 
inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court,"  but  it  has  no 
where  expressly  given  the  power  to  constitute 
1  supreme  court.  In  the  3d  article  it  is  said,  "the 
judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
Tested  in  one  supreme  court,  and  in  such  inferior 
courts  as  the  Congress  may  from  time  to  time 
ordain  and  establish."  The  discretion,  which  is 
here  given  to  Congress,  is  confined  to  the  infe- 
rior couru,  which  it  may  from  time  to  time 
ordain  and  establish,  and  not  to  the  Supreme 
Court.  Inthe  diicnssion  which  took  place  upon 
the  bill  to  repeal  the  judicial  system  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  year  1802,  this  distinction  is 
strongly  insisted  upon  by  the  advocates  for  the 
repeal.  The  Supreme  Court  was  said  to  be  the 
creature  of  the  Constitution,  and,  thererore,  in- 
Uogible,  but  that  Congress,  possessing  a  discre- 
tiooary  power  to  create  or  not  to  create  inferior 
tribunals,  had  the  same  discretionary  power  to 
abohsh  them  whenever  it  was  expedient.  But  if 
ereo  the  discretionary  power  here  vested  does 
extend  to  the  Supreme  Court,  yet  the  power  of 
Congress  to  establish  that  court  must  rest  upon 
implication,  and  upon  implication  alone.  Under 
the  authority  to  establish  tribunals  inferior  to 
the  Supreme  Court,  the  power  to  establish  a  su- 
preme court  would,  according  to  my  ideas,  be 
Tested  in  Congress  by  implication.  And,  sir,  it 
isonly  vested  by  implication,  even  if  the  declar- 
ation, that  Congress  shall  have  power  to  pass  all 
laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect 
the  power  vested  in  any  department  or  officer  of 
the  Goremment  should  be  held  to  be  an  opera- 
tire  grant.  Under  this  grant.  Congress  can  pass 
htvs  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers  vested  in  the 
judicial  department.  What  are  the  powers  vest- 
ed in  this  department.  That  it  shall  exercise 
jurisdiction  in  all  cases  in  law  and  equity  arising 
^Qder  this  Constitution,  dbc..  in  all  cases  affect- 
tog  ambassadors,  dtc.,  bat  tne  power  to  create 


the  department  and  to  carry  into  effect  the  pow- 
ers given  to  or  vested  in  that  department,  ar« 
very  different  things. 

The  power  to  create  the  Supreme  Court  can- 
not be  expre^ly  granted  in  the  power  to  pass  all 
laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect 
the  powers  vested  in  that  court,  but  must,  as  I 
have  endeavored  to  prove,  be  derived  from  im- 
plication. Let  me  explain  my  understanding  of 
a  power  which  exists  by  implication,  by  an  ex- 
ample which  will  be  comprehended  by  all  who 
hear  me.  In  a  devise,  an  estate  is  granted  to  A, 
after  the  death  of  B,  and  no  express  disposition 
is  made  of  the  estate  during  the  life  of  A  ;  in  that 
case  A  is  said  to  have  an  estate  for  life,  by  impli- 
cation, in  the  property  so  devised.  So  when  the 
Constitution  gives  the  right  to  create  tribunal* 
inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court,  the  right  to  create 
the  Supreme  is  vested  in  Congress  by  im|dica- 
catton.  Shall  we  after  this  be  told  thatCongresa 
cannot  Constitutionally  exercise  any  right  by 
implication  7  By  the  exercise  of  a  right  derived 
only  from  implication.  Congress  has  organized  a 
Supreme  Court,  and  then,  as  incidental  to  power, 
existing  only  by  implication,  it  has  passed  laws 
to  punish  offences  against  the  law  by  which  the 
court  has  been  created  and  organized.  Sir,  the 
right  of  the  Government  to  accept  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  exists  only  by  implication.  The 
right  of  the  Government  to  pt^rcbase  or  accept  of 
places  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arse- 
nals, and  dockyards,  exists  only  by  implication, 
and  yet  no  man  in  tne  nation,  so  far  as  my  know- 
ledge extends,  has  complained  of  the  exercise  of 
those  imirfied  powers,  as  an  unconstitutional  usur- 
pation of  power.  The  right  to  purchase  or  ac- 
cept of  places  for  the  erection  of  light-houses,  aa 
well  as  the  right  to  erect  and  support  li^bt-houses, 
naust  be  derived  by  implication  alone,  if  any  such 
right  exists.  The  clause  in  the  Constitution 
which  gives  Congress  the  power  'Uo  exercise  ex- 
'  elusive  legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  over 
*  such  district  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square) 
^  as  may,  by  cession  of  particular  States,  and  the 
'  acceptance  of  Congress,  become  the  seat  of  Got- 
'  ernment  of  the  United  States,  and  to  exercise 
'  like  authority  over  all  places  purchased  by  the 
<  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which 
^  the  same  shall  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  ma- 
^  ffazines,  arsenals,  dockyards,  and  other  need- 
'  nil  buildings,"  certainly  gives  no  express  power 
to  accept  or  purchase  any  of  the  places,  destined 
for  the  uses  therein  specified.  The  only  power 
expressly  {;iven  in  this  clause  is  that  of  exercis- 
ing exclusive  legislation  in  such  places ;  the  right 
to  accept  or  purchase  must  be  derived  by  impli- 
cation from  this  clause,  or  it  must  be  shown  to 
be  comprehended  in  or  incidental  to  some  other 
power  expressly  delegated  by  the  Constitution. 
I  shall  now  attempt  to  show,  that  according  to 
the  construction  which  has  been  given  to  other 
parts  of  this  Constitution,  Congress  has  the  right 
to  incorporate  a  bank  to  enable  it  to  manage  the 
fiscal  concerns  of  the  nation.  If  this  can  be 
done,  and  if  it  can  also  be  shown  that  the  cor- 
rectness of  such  construction  has  never  excited 
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murmur  or  complaint—- 4bat  it  has  not  even  been 
questioned,  I  shall  have  accomplished  everything 
which  it  will  be  incumbent  on  me  to  prove,  to 
justify  the  passage  of  the  bill  upon*  your  table. 
The  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im- 
posts and  excises,  together  with  the  power  to  pass 
all  laws  which  may  be  necessary  and  proper  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  foregoing  powers,  when 
tested  by  the  same  rule  of  construction  which  has 
been  applied  to  other  parts  of  the  Constitution, 
fairly  invests  Congress  with  the  power  to  create 
a  bank.  Under  the  power  to  regalate  commerce. 
Confess  exercises  the  "ght  of  building  and  sup- 
porting light-houses.  What  do  we  understand 
by  regulating  commerce?  Where  do  you  ex- 
pect to  find  regulations  of  commerce  7  Will  any 
man  look  for  them  anywhere  else  than  in  your 
treaties  with  foreign  nations,  and  in  your  statutes 
regulating  your  custom*houses  and  custom-house 
officers  ?  What  are  the  reasons  for  vesting  Con- 
gress with  the  right  to  regulate  commerce  with 
foreign  nations,  and  among  the  several  States  ? 
The  commerce  of  a  nation  is  a  matter  of  th^ 

{greatest  importance  in  all  civilized  countries, 
t  depends  upon  compacts  with  other  nations,  and 
whether  they  are  beneficial  or  prejudicial  de- 
pends not  so  much  on  the  reciprocal  interest  of 
nations  as  upon  their  capacity  to  defend  their 
ri|;bts  and  redress  their  wrongs.  It  was  therefore 
highly  important  that  the  right  to  regulate  com- 
merce witn  foreign  nations  should  be  vested  in 
the  National  Qovernment.  If  the  regulation  of 
commerce  among  the  several  States  had  been 
left  with  the  States,  a  multiplicity  of  conflicting 
regulations  would  have  been  the  consequence, 
ipindless  collisions  would  have  been,  created,  and 
that  harmony  and  good  neighborhood,  so  essen- 
tial between  the  members  of  a  Federal  Republic, 
would  have  been  wholly'  unattainable.  The  best 
Interest  of  the  community,  therefore,  imperiously 
xequiredj  that  this  power  should  be  delegated  to 
Congress.  Not  so  of  light-houses.  The  interest 
of  the  States  would  have  induced  them  to  erect 
light-houses,  where  they  were  necessarv,  and 
wnen  erected  they  would  have  been  equaify  ben- 
eficial to  their  own  vessels,  the  vessels  of  their 
aister  States  atid  of  foreign  nations.  The  per- 
formance of  this  duty  could  have  been  moat 
aafely  confided  to  the  States.  Thev  were  belter 
informed  of  the  situations  in  which  the)r  ought 
to  be  erected  than  Congress  could  possibly  be, 
and  could  enforce  the  execution  of  such  regula- 
tions as  might  be  necessary  to  make  them  useful. 
How  then  has  it  happened  that  Congress  has 
taken  upon  itself  the  right  to  erect  light-houses, 
under  their  general  power  to  regulate  commerce  ? 
I  have  heard  and  seen  in  the  public  prints  a  great 
deal  of  unintelligible  jargon  about  the  incident- 
alitv  of  a  law  to  the  power  delej;ated  and  in- 
tended to  be  executed  by  it,  and  of  its  relation  to 
the  end  which  is  to  be  accomplished  by  its  exer- 
cise, which  I  acknowledge  I  do  not  clearlyand  dis- 
tinctly comprehend,  and  must  therefore  be  ex- 
cused from  answering.  I  speak  now  of  the  public 
newspapers,  to  which  I  am  compelled  to  resort  to 
ascertain  the  objections  which  are  made  to  this 


measure, as  gentlemen  have  persevered  inrefosiog 
to  assign  the  reasons  which  have  induced  them 
to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  bill.  But,  sir.  I  eaa 
clearly  comprehend  that  the  right  to  erect  light- 
houses is  not  incidental  to  the  power  of  regulat- 
ing commerce,  unless  everything  is  incideDial  to 
that  power  which  tends  to  facilitate  and  promote 
the  prosperity  of  commerce.  It  is  contended 
that  under  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
imposts,  and  duties,  you  can  pass  all  laws  neces- 
sary for  that  purpose^  but  they  must  be  laws  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes,  imposts,  and  duties,  and  not 
laws  which  tend  to  promote  the  collection  of 
taxes.  A  law  to  erect  light-houses  is  no  more 
a  law  to  regulate  commerce,  than  a  law  creatiog 
a  bank  is  a  law  to  collect  taxes,  imposts,  and 
duties.  But  the  erection  of  light-houses  tends 
to  facilitate  and  promote  the  security  and  pros- 
perity of  commerce,  and  in  an  equal  degree  the 
erection  of  a  bank  tends  to  facilitate  and  insure 
the  collection,  safe-keeping,  and  transmission  of 
your  revenue.  If,  by  this  rule  of  constructioD, 
which  is  applied  to  light-houses,  but  denied  to 
the  bank,  Congress  can,  as  incidental  to  the  pow- 
er to  regulate  commerce,  erect  light-bouses,  it 
will  be  easy  to  show  that  the  same  right  may  be 
exercised,  as  incidental  to  the  power  of  layiog 
and  collecting  duties  and  imposts.  Duties  can- 
not be  collected,  unless  vessels  importing  dutia- 
ble merchandise  arrive  in  port;  whatever. tber^ 
fore,  tends  to  secure  their  safe  arrival  may  be 
exercised  under  the  general  power ;  the  erection 
of  light-houses  does  facilitate  the  safe  arrival  of 
vessels  in  port,  and  Congress  therefore  can  exer- 
cise this  right  as  incidental  to  the  power  to  lay 
imposts  and  duties. 

But  it  is  said  the  advocates  of  the  bank  diflec 
among  themselves  in  fixing  upon  the  general 
power  to  which  the  right  to  create  a  bank  is  in- 
cidental, and  that  this  difference  proves  that  there 
is  no  incidentality,  to  use  a  favorite  expression, 
between  tHat  and  any  one  of  the  enumerated 
general  powers.  The  same  reason  can  be  urged. 
with  equal  force,  against  the  constitutionality  oi 
every  law  for  the  erection  of  light-houses.  Lei 
the  advocates  for  this  doctrine  lay  their  fiogei 
upon  the  power  to  which  the  right  of  erecting 
light-houses  is  incidental.  It  can  be  derived  witt 
as  much  apparent  plausibility  and  reason  from 
the  right  to  lay  duties,  as  from  the  right  to  rega 
late  commerce.  Who  is  there,  now,  in  this  bod] 
who  has  not  votied  for  the  erection  of  a  ligh« 
house?  And  no  man  who  reads  one  of  thes< 
will  believe  it  to  be  a  regulation  of  commerce 
And  no  man  in  the  nation,  so  far  as  my  know 
ledge  extends,  has  ever  complained  of  the  exercis 
of  this  power.  The  right  to  erect  lieht-houses  i 
exercised,  because  the  commerce  of  the  natiot 
or  the  collection  of  duties^  is  greatly  facilitate 
by  that  means;  and,  sir,  the  rieht  to  create 
bank  is  exercised  because  the  collection  of  yon 
revenue,  and  the  safe-keeping  and  easy  and  speed 
transmission  of  your  public  money  is  not  simpi 
facilitated,  but  because  these  important  objed 
are  more  perfectly  secured  by  the  erection  of 
bank  than  they  can  be  by  any  other  means  in  tl 
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power  of  haman  imagiDatioa  Co  devise.  We  say, 
therefore,  in  the  words  of  the  ConstitutioD,  that  a 
bank  is  necessary  and  proper,  Co  enable  the  Qoy- 
ernment  to  carry  into  complete  effect  the  right  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes,  imposts,  duties,  and  excises. 
We  do  not  say  that  the  existence  of  the  Govern- 
meot  absolutely  depends  upon  the  operations  of  a 
bank,  bat  that  a  national  rank  enables  the  Gov- 
eromeDt  to  manage  its  fiscal  concerns  mye  ad- 
rantageously  than  it  could  do  by  any^  other 
means.  The  ternis  necessary  and  proper,  accord- 
log  to  the  construction  giren  to  every  part  of  the 
CoDstitatioD,  imposes  no  limitation  upon  the 
powers  previously  delegated.  If  these  words  had 
been  omitted  in  the  clause  giving  authority  to 
pass  laws  to  carry  into  execution  the  powers 
Tested  by  the  Constitution  in  the  National  Gov- 
eroment.  siill  Congress  would  have  been  bound 
to  pass  laws  which  were  necessary  and  proper, 
and  not  such  as  were  unnecessary  and  improper. 
Erery  legislative  body,  every  person  invested 
with  power  of  any  kmd,  is  morally  bound  loose 
ooly  those  means  which  are  necessary  and  proper 
for  the  correct  execution  of  the  powers  delegated 
to  them.  Bat  it  is  contended,  that  if  a  bank  is 
Decessary  and  proper  for  the  management  of  the 
iscal  concerns  of  the  nation,  yet  Congress  has  no 
power  to  incorporate  one,  because  there  are  State 
mh  which  may  be  resorted  to.  No  person  who 
has  andertaken  to  discuss  this  question  has.  as  far 
as  my  knowledge  extends,  ventured  to  declare 
that  a  bank  is  not  necessary.  Every  man  admits, 
directly  or  indirectly,  the  necessity  of  resorting  to 
banks  of  some  kind.  This  admission  is  at  least 
an  apparent  abandonment  of  the  Constitutional 
objectioD ',  for,  if  a  bank  is  necessary  and  proper, 
then  hare  Congress  the  Constitutional  right  to 
erect  a  bank.  But  this  is  denied.  It  is  contended 
that  this  idea  rests  alone  upon  the  presumption 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is 
wholly  independent  of  the  State  governments, 
which  is  not  the  fact ',  that  this  very  law  is  de- 

?>adent  upon  the  State  courts  for  its  execution. 
his  is  certainly  not  the  fact.  The  courts  of  the 
Uoiied  States  have  decided,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  that  thev  have  cognizance  of  all  cases 
afiecting  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Sir,  it 
is  true  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
independent  upon  the  State  governments  for  its 
organization.  Members  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  President  of  the  United  States,  are 
chosen  by  the  State  governments,  or  under  the 
authority  of  their  laws.  But  it  is  equally  true^ 
iitat  wherever  the  Constitution  confides  to  the 
State  governments  the  right  to  perform  any  act 
ia  relation  to  the  Federal  Government,  it  imposes 
the  most  solemn  obligation  upon  them  to  perform 
the  act.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
is  to  these  particular  acts,  is  the  constitution  of 
the  several  States,  and  their  functionaries  are  ac- 
cordingly sworn  to  support  it.  Can  it,  then,  be 
serioQMy  contended,  that  because  the  Constitution 
has  in  some  cases  made  the  Government  of  the 
Uoi ted  States  dependent  upon  the  State  govern- 
meQt5,in  all  which  cases  it  has  imposed  the  most 
solemn  obligations  upon  them  to  act,  that  it  will 


be  necessary  and  proper  for  Congress  to  make 
itself  dependent  upon  them  in  cases  where  na 
such  obligation  is  imposed?    The  Constitutioi^. 
has  defined  all  the  cases  where  this  Government, 
ought  to  be  dependent  upon  that  of  the  States; . 
and  it  would  be  unwise  and  improvident  for  us  . 
to  multiply  these  cases  by  legislative  acts,  espe- 
cially where  we  have  no  power  to  compel  them 
to  perform  the  act,  for  which  we  have  made  our- 
selves their  dependents.    In  forming  a  permanent, 
system  of  revenue,  it  would  be  unwise  in  Con-^ 

?:ress  to  rely,  for  its  collection  and  transmission-' 
rom  one  extreme  of  this  extensive  empire  to  the* 
other,  upon  any  accidental  circumstance,  wholly' 
beyond  their  power  or  control.  There  are  State 
banks  in  almost  everv  State  in  the  Union,  but 
their  existence  is  wholly  independent  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  their  dissolution  is  equally  so.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  informed  yon  that 
he  conceives  a  bank  is  necessary  to  the  legitimate 
exercise  of  the  powers  vested  by  the  Constitution 
in  the  Government.  I  know,  sir,  that  the  testi- 
mony of  this  officer  will  not  oe  very  highly  esti- 
mated by  several  honorable  members  of  this  body, 
I  am  aware  that  this  opinion  has  subjected  him, 
and  the  committee  also,  to  the  most  invidious 
aspersions;  but,  sir,  the  situation  of  that  officer, 
independent  of  his  immense  talents,  enables  him 
to  form  a  more  correct  opinion  than  any  other 
man  in  the  nation  of  the  degree  of  necessity 
which  exists  at  the  present  time  for  a  national 
bank,  to  enable  the  Government  to  manage  its 
fiscal  operations.  He  has  been  ten  years  at  the 
head  of  your  Treasury;  he  is  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  influence  of  the  bank  upoa 
your  revenue  system;  and  he  has,  when  called 
upon,  declared  that  a  bank  is  necessary  to  the 
proper  exercise  of  the  legitimate  powers  of  the 
Government.  His  testimony  is  entitled  to  great 
weight  in  the  decision  of  this  question,  at  least 
with  those  gentlemen  who  have  no  knowledge  of 
the  practical  effects  of  the  operations  of  the  Bank 
in  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  and  transmission 
of  your  revenue.  In  the  selection  of' means  to 
carry  any  of  your  Constitutional  powers  into 
effect,  you  must  exercise  a  sound  discretion ;  act- 
ing under  its  influence,  you  will  discover  that 
what  is  proper  at  one  time  may  be  extremely 
unfit  and  improper  at  another.  The  original 
powers  granted  to  the  Government  by  the  Con- 
stitution can  never  change  with  the  varying  cir- 
cumstances of  the  countrv,  but  the  means  by 
which  those  powers  are  to  be  carried  into  effect 
must  necessarily  vary  with  the  varying  state  and 
circumstances  of  the  nation.  We  are,  when  act- 
ing to-day,  not  to  inquire  what  means  were  ne- 
cessary and  proper  twenty  years  ago,  not  what 
were  necessary  and  proper  at  the  organization  of 
the  Government,  but  our  inquiry  must  be,  what 
means  are  necessary  and  proper  this  day.  The 
Constitution,  in  relation  to  the  means -by  which 
its  powers  are  to  be  executed,  is  one  eternal  noto. 
The  state  of  things  now,  the  precise  point  of  time 
when  we  are  called  upon  to  act,  must  determine 
our  choice  in  the  selection  of  means  to  execute 
the  delegated  powers. 
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It  is  said,  that  the  States  bare  reserved  to  them- 
^-aelves  the  exclusive  right   of   erectiog   banks. 
That  the  States  have  exercised  the  right  ofestab- 
'  lishing  banks  is  a  fact  not  to  be  denied,  bat  that 
they  have  this  right  under  the  Constitution,  is 
extremely  questionable.    Had  these  great  States, 
who  have  undertaken  by  their  instructions  to  in- 
fluence the  decision  of  this  question  \>j  Congress, 
'  contented  themselves  with  the  exercise  of  this 
right  to  establish  banks,  I  should  not,  upon  this 
occasion,  enter  into  an  investigation  of  that  right. 
But  these  great  Slates,  not  content  with  the  ex- 
ercise of  an  usurped  authority,  are  by  usurpation 
attempting  to  legislate  for  Congress. 

And,  sir,  what  is  the  inducement  with  these 
great  States  to  put  down  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States?  Their  avarice,  combined  with  the  love 
t>f  domination.  They  have  erected  banks,  in 
many  of  which  they  bold  stock  to  a  considerable 
amount,  and  they  wish  to  compel  the  United 
States  to  use  their  banks  as  places  of  deposite  for 
their  public  moneys,  by  which  they  expect  to  in- 
crease their  dividends.  And  in  the  banks  in 
which  they  hold  no  stock,  many  of  the  individual 
members  of  their  leg^islatures  are  stockholders, 
and  no  doubt  were  influenced  to  give  instructions 
by  motives  of  sheer  avarice.  The  love  of  power 
no  doubt  has  had  some  influence  in  producing 
these  instructions.  Every  person,  who  is  not 
wholly  ignorant  of  the  history  of  this  Govern- 
ment, knows  something  of  the  influence  of  these 
freat  States  upon  the  councils  of  the  nation, 
[ave  we  not  heard  it^said,  that  after  three  of  the 
great  States  had  instructed  their  members  to  vote 
against  the  bank,  it  was  a  matter  of  too  great 
delicacy  for  Congress  to  think  of  acting  upon  the 
subject?  I  had  thought  that  the  rights  of  the 
States  were  equal;  that  if  the  rights  of  three  of 
the  little  States  were  violated  or  affected  in  any 
manner,  that  it  was  a  subject  of  as  much  delicacy 
as  if  the  rights  of  three  great  States  had  been 
affected.  Sir,  if  this  doctrine  becomes  fashion- 
able ;  if  two  or  three  great  States  can  upon  all 
occasions,  through  the  agency  of  their  legisla- 
tures, control  the  deliberations  of  Congress,  you 
will  compel  the  smaller  States,  by  the  most  dire- 
ful necessity,. to  adopt  the  principle  of  one  con,- 
■olidated  government.  Which  of  the  States  are 
to  be  principally  benefited  by  the  dissolution  of 
the  bank?  Those  States  in  which  the  principal 
part  of  your  revenue  is  to  be  collected.    The 

freat  commercial  States  are  to  monopolize  the 
enefits  which  are  to  arise  from  the  deposites  of 
vour  public  money.  The  suppression  of  this 
Sank  will  benefit  none  of  the  interior  or  smaller 
States,  in  which  there  is  little  or  no  revenue  col- 
lected. As  the  whole  benefit  is  to  be  engrossed 
by  ttiree  or  four  of  the  great  Atlantic  States,  so 
the  whole  of  the  power  which  the  dissolution  of 
this  bank  will  take  from  the  National  Govern- 
ment will  .be  exclusively  monopolized  hy  the 
aame  States.  Is  it  desirable  to  increase  the  influ- 
ence of  these  great  States,  which  is  already  too 
great,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States?  Does 
not  the  history  of  these  great  States  admonish  us 
in  the  most  impressive  terms  to  beware  of  placing 


this  Government  in  a  state  of  dependence  upon 
them  ?  Sir,  the  time  has  been,  and  it  will  cer- 
tainly arrive  again,  when  some  one  or  more  of 
these  great  States  will  be  found  in  a  state  of  hos- 
tility to  the  National  Government;  and  with  this 
knowledge  you  are  about  to  place  the  manage- 
ment of  your  public  money  in  the  hands  of  the 
State  banks,  who  are  dependent  for  their  legal 
existence  upon  the  State  governments.  But,  sir, 
permit  me  to  examine  this  exclusive  right  of  the 
State  governments  to  create  banks.  In  the  tenth 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  declared,  among  other 
things,  that  no  State  shall  coin  moneys ;  emit 
bills  of  credit ;  make  anything  but  gold  or  silver 
a  tender  in  the  payment  of  debts.  What,  sir,  is 
a  bill  of  credit?  Will  it  be  contended  that  a 
bank  bill  is  not  a  bill  of  credit?  They  are,  em- 
phatically, bills  of  credit.  But  it  may  be  said, 
that  the  States  do  not^  by  the  creation  of  hanks 
with  authority  to  emit  these  bills  of  credit,  in- 
fringe upon  the  Constitution,  because  they  do 
not  emit  the  bills  themselves.  If  they  have  not 
the  power  to  emit  bills  of  credit,  a  fortiori^  they 
cannot  delegate  to  others  a  right  which  they 
themselves  cannot  exercise.  But  sir,  according 
to  the  maxims  of  law  and  sound  reason,  what 
they  do  by  another  they  do  themselves.  If,  then, 
the  State  governments  are  restrained  from  exer- 
cising this  right  to  incorporate  a  bank,  it  would 
appear  ex  necessitate  ret  that  this  right  is  vested 
in  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  The 
entire  sovereignty  of  this  nation  is  vested  in  the 
State  governments  and  in  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, except  that  part  of  it  which  is  retained  by 
the  people,  which  is  solely  the  right  of  electing 
their  public  functionaries.  The  right  to  create 
a  corporation  is  a  right  inherent  in  every  sover- 
eignty^; the  people  of  the  United  States  cannot 
exercise  this  right.  If,  then,  the  States  are  re- 
strained from  creating  a  bank  with  authority  to 
emit  bills  of  credit,  it  appears  to  be  established 
that  the  Federal  Government  does  possess  this 
right.  If.  however,  it  is  still  believed  that  the 
law  by  which  this  bank  has  been  created  was  the 
result  of  a  forced  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, yet  I  must  contend  that  that  construction  ia 
entitled  to  some  weight  in  the  decision  of  this 
question.  The  time  and  state  of  the  public  mind, 
when  this  construction  was  given,  gives  it  a 
strong  claim  to  consideration  upon  this  occasion. 
This  construction  was  ^iven  shortly  after  the 
Government  was  orfininized.  when  first  impres- 
sions had  not  been  effaced  by  lape  of  time,  or 
distorted  bv  party  feelings,  or  individual  ani- 
mosity. This  law  did  not  pass  in  the  hard  un- 
constitutional times  which  produced  the  Sediiioix 
law.  No,  sir,  this  law  passed  in  the  best  days  or 
this  Republic.  At  that  time  the  idea  of  party,  as 
now  understood,  was  wholly  unknown.  The 
parlies  which  then  existed  were  literally  Federal 
and  an ti- Federal.  Those  who  were  friendly  to 
the  Federal  Constitution,  and  those  who  were 
inimical  to  it,  formed  the  only  party  then  knowix 
in  this  nation.  What,  sir,  is  the  situation  iix 
which  we  are  now  placed?    What  are  the  clr-- 
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eomstances  under  which  we  are  called  upon  to 
reject  this   bill?    The  great  influeDtial  States, 
indoced  by  motives  of  ararice  and  ambition,  in- 
terpose the  weight  of  their  authority ;  attempt  to 
put  a  veto  upon  your  right  to  pass  such  laws  as 
are  necessary  and  proper  for  the  general  welfare, 
throagh  the  instrumentality  of  instructions,  by 
depririuz  not  only  their  Senators  and  Represen- 
tatiyes  of  the  exercise  of  a  sound  and  honest  dis- 
cretion, but  also  by  intimidating  others  by  the 
weight  of  their  influence  and  authority.    The 
Democratic  presses  in  these  great  States  have  for 
more  than  twelve  months  past  teemed  with  the 
most  scurrilous  abuse  against  every  member  of 
Congress  who  has  dared  to  utter  a  syllable  in 
favor  of  the  renewal  of  the  bank  charter.    The 
member  who  dares  to  give  his  opinion  in  favor  of 
the  renewal  of  the  charter,  is  instantly  charg^ed 
with  being  bribed  by  the  agents  of  tne  bank,  with 
beiog  corrupt,  with  having  trampled  upon  the 
rights  and   liberties  of  the  people,  with  having 
sold  the  sovereignt^r  of  the  United  States  to 
foreign  capitalisu,  with  being  j^uilty  of  perjury, 
by  having   violated  the  Constitution.    Yes,  sir, 
these  are  the  circumstances  under  which  we  are 
called  upon  to  reject  the  bill.  When  we  compare 
the  circumstances  under  which  we  are  now  act- 
ing with  those  which  existed  at  the  time  when 
the  law  was  passed  to  incorporate  the  bank,  we 
may  well  distrust  our  own  judgments.    Sir,  I  had 
always  thoug^ht  that  a  corporation  was  an  artifi- 
cial body,  existing  onlv  in  contemplation  of  law ; 
but  if  we  can  believe  tae  rantings  of  our  Demo- 
cratic editors  in  these  great  States,  and  the  de- 
nunciations of  our  public  declaimers,  it  exists 
under  the  form  of  everv  foul  and  hateful  beast 
and  bird,  and  creeping  thing.    It  is  an  Hydras  it 
is  a  Cerbeme;  it  is  a  Gorgon;  it  is  a  Vulture; 
it  is  a  Fiper,    Yes,  sir,  in  their  imaginations  it 
not  only  assumes  every  hideous  and  frightful 
form,  but  it  possesses  every  poisonous,  delete- 
rious, and  destructive  quality.    Shall  we,  sir, 
suffer  our  imaginations  to  be  alarmed,  and  our 
judgments  to  be  influenced,  by  such  miserable 
staff?    Shall  we  tamely  act  under  the  lash  of 
this  tyranny  of  the  press?    ^o  man  complains 
of  the  discussion  in  the  newspapers  of  any  sub- 
ject which  comes  before  the  JLegisIature  of  the 
Union.    But  I  most  solemnly  protest  against  the 
course  which  has  been  pursued  by  these  editors 
in  relation  to  this  question.    Instead  of  reasoning 
to  prove  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  law,  they 
charge  members  of  Congress  with  being  bribed 
or  corrupted.    And  this  is  what  they  call  the 
liberty  of  the  press.    To  tyranny,  under  what- 
ever form  it  may  be  exercised,  I  declare  open  and 
interminable  war.    To  me,  it  is  perfectly  indif- 
ferent whether  the  tyrant  is    an  Irresponsible 
editor  or  a  despotic  Monarch. 

Mr.  President,  if  the  construction  which  has 
been  given  to  the  Constitution  is  entitled  to  no 
weight  with  the  members  who  now  compose  the 
Senate,  will  it  also  be  contended  that  the  different 
acts  of  successive  democratic  Congresses,  by 
which  they  have  sanctioned  the  validity  or  the 
eonstrnctioQ  under  which  this  bank  was  created, 


are  entitled  to  no  weisht  or  consideration?  Per« 
haps  it  would  hie  unfair  to  lay  any  stress  upoa 
the  simple  acquiescence  of  our  democratic  pre- 
decessors in  this  measure.  I  shall  therefore  show, 
that  the  acts  to  which  I  allude  were  positive 
affirmative  acts,  and  not  simply,  or  in  any  degree, 
acts  of  acquiescence.  By  the  charter,  the  cor* 
poration  was  authorized  to  establish  offices  of 
discount  and  deposite  wheresoever  it  should  think 
fit,  within  the  United  States.  In  the  year  1803, 
the  United  States  obtained  JLouisiana  by  pur- 
chase. Under  the  authority  given  in  the  charter, 
the  corporation  could  not  extend  Its  branches  into 
Louisiana.  In  the  year  1804,  a  democratic  Con- 
gress passed  a  law  to  authorize  this  devouring 
monster  to  lay  its  destructive  fangs  upon  the  un- 
fortunate people  of  these  newly  acquired  Terri- 
tories. It  has  been  said  that  the  State  govern- 
ments were  competent  to  resist  the  execution  of 
this  law.  How  ungenerous,  then,  was  it  in  our 
democratic  predecessors  to  authorize  this  insti- 
tution, with  its  pestilential  fangs,  to  seize  upon 
these  helpless  and  unfortunate  people,  who  had 
no  State  governments  competent  to  resist  the 
execution  of  this  law,  and  snield  them  from  the 
deadly  poison  of  this  venomous  viper.  It  was 
unkind ;  it  was  cruel.  Permit  me.  sir,  to  make 
one  or  two  observations  upon  this  competency  of 
the  State  governments  to  resist  the  authority  or 
the  execution  of  a  law  of  Congress.  What  kind 
of  resistance  can  they  make  which  is  Constitu- 
tional? I  know  of  but  one  kind,  and  that  is  by 
elections.  The  people  and  the  States  have  a 
right  to  change  the  members  of  the  National 
Legislature;  and  in  that  way,  and  in  that  alone, 
can  they  effect  a  change  of  the  measures  of  this 
Government. 

It  is  true  there  is  another  kind  of  resistance 
which  may  be  made,  but  it  is  unknown  to  the 
Constitution.  This  resistance  depends  upon  phy- 
sical force — it  is  an  appeal  to  the  sword ~and  by 
the  sword  must  that  appeal  be  decided,  and  not 
by  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 

We  are  infbrmed,  however,  that  •  the  States 
thought  it  most  prudent  to  acquiesce  in  this  law, 
and  waive  the  right  of  resisting  it,  to  which  they 
were  so  entirely  competent. 

Does  the  positive  sanction  of  this  measure  by 
our  democratic  Congresses  rest  alone  upon  this 
act  of  1804  ?  No,  sir }  the  act  by  which  the  bank 
was  incorporated  made  no  provision  for  the  pun* 
ishment  of  those  who  might  counterfeit  its  bills 
and  checks.  In  the  year  1798,  a  law  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  such  offences  was  passed.  In  the  year 
1807,  a  democratic  Congress,  composed  of  many 
of  the  same  members  who  are  now  called  upon 
to  act  again  upon  the  subject  of  the  bank,  passed 
a  law  also  for  the  punishment  of  the  same  offences 
against  the  bank.  This  is  not  all,  sir;  so  great 
was  the  unanimity  of  both  Houses  upon  this 
question, that  the  bill  passed  through  both  Houses 
without  producing  a  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  its  final  passage,  or  in  any  of  its  interme- 
diate stages.  The  Constitution  says,  Congress 
shall  make  laws  ^  to  provide  for  the  punishment 
of  counterfeiting  the  securities  and  current  coin 
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Samuel  Mims,  Joseph  Wilson,  aod  the  Baptist 
Chureh  at  Salem  Meeting-house,  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory ,'*  reported  it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gilman, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  opening  another 

gassage  to  the  gallery,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Senate  Chamber,  and  to  propose  such  alterations 
as  they  may  deem  proper. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Oilman,  Qrbqq,  and 
Dana,  betlie  committee. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  seamen  of  the 
United  States,  reported  it  amended;  and  the 
amendments  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Dana  also  communicated  a  letter  to  the 
committee,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department 
of  State,  on  the  subject  of  naturalized  American 
seamen ;  which  was  read ;  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  certain 
certificates,  credits,  and  pensions,  and  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
election  of  sherifis  in  the  Indiana  Territory,''  was 
read  the  second  time  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
Campbell,  Franklin,  and  Lbib,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the 
act,  entitled  *An  act  supplementary  to  the  act 
concerning  Consols  and  Vice  Consuls,'  and  for 
Che  further  protection  of  American  seamen,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Bbadlet,  Oilman,  and  Bbent,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  of  the  8th 
instant,  ^'That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  making  compensation  to  certain  officers 
of  the  customs;"  ana,  on  the  question  to  agree 
thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  ne^^ative. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
Wheaton,  praying  remuneration  for  serrices  ren- 
dered to  the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  compensation  for  losses  sustained  there- 
in ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon, 
by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Taylor, Brad- 
let,  and  Dana,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  their 
amendment,  disagreed  to  bv  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable 
the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States ;  and  for 
other  purposes." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  that  the  Senate  re- 
cede from  the  said  amendment,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  11,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

YxAs — -Messrs.  Anderson,  C«mpbell«  Condit,  Craw- 
ford, Franklin,  Lambert,  Matthewson,  Robinsan,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Tait,  and  Whiteside. 

Nats— Meors.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Brent,  ChampUn, 


Dana,  Gaillard«  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Hor- 
sey, Leib,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  Reed,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Taylor,  Turner,  and  WoilJ^gton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amend- 
ment to  the  said  bill. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  sale  and 
errant  of  a  certain  quantity  of  public  land  to  the 
Havre  de  Grace  Bridge  Company  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  the  blanks  filled. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Worthington,  that  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  to 
the  first  Monday  in  December  next,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative.  And  on  the  question, 
Shall  this  1)111  pass?  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative— yeas  X3|  nays  15,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  GUlea,  Goodri^ 
Gregg,  HoTMV,  Leib,  Pickering,  Reed,  Smith  of  Many- 
land,  Smith  of  New  York,  Whiteside,  and  Worthington* 

Nats — Messrs.  Bradley,  Cbamplin,  Gondii,  Craw* 
ford,  Ootts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  GUman,  Lambert,  Lloydr 
Matthewson,  Robinson,  Tait,  and  Turner. 

The  bilL  entitled  ^An  act  providing  for  the 
removal  of  the  land  o£ce  established  at  Nash- 
ville, in  the  State  of  Tennessee^  and  Canton,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  authorize  the  Register 
and  Receiver  of  the  Public  Moneys  to  superin- 
tend the  public  sales  of  land  in  the  district  east 
of  Pearl  river,"  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended* 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Po- 
tomac ;"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Wash- 
inffton,"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Hoase  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscrib- 
ers to  the  Farmers'  Bank  oi  Alexandria,**  and 
concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Union 
Bank  of  Georgetown." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Brbnt,  they  were  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon.  Messrs.  Bbent,  Pope,  and  Crawford, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,'*  passed 
on  the  25th  day  of  February,  1791. 

Mr.  Leib  said  that  it  wa^  not  his  intention  to 
have  broken  silence  on  this  subject;  he  meant  to 
content  himself  with  a  silent  vote,  as  he  consid- 
ered the  merits  of  the  bill  to  be  well  understood, 
and  every  member's  mind  made  up  on  them. 
The  subject  had  become  so  trite,  and  was  so  hack- 
neved.as  to  have  become  threadbare,  and  he  uni- 
ted in  opinion  with  his  friend  from  Tennessee, 
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that  it  was  not  oaly  a  waste  of  time,  bat  a  work 
of  supererog^ation  to  discass  it.  Ite  should  not 
have  risen  but  for  some  remarks,  which  bad  yes- 
terday fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Georgia. 
Some  intimation  had  been  ffifen  by  him  arout 
instructions  from  the  great  States,  and  while  it 
seemed  to  be  matter  of  complaint  that  such  in- 
structions had  been  given,  it  appeared  also  that 
the  complaint  extended  to  the  non-production  of 
them  to  the  Senate.  He  had  received  instruc- 
tions from  a  great  State,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  had  termed  it ;  for  he  Aid  not  recollect 
that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  to  whom  the 
phrase  was  attributed,  had  used  it — the  great  State 
of  Pennsylvania ;  and  those  instructions  he  would 
have  offered  to  the  Senate  before,  had  not  some 
informality  in  their  shape  precluded  him.  The 
instructions  having  been  mentioned,  he  deemed 
it  a  duty  to  read  them  to  the  Senate. 

In  the  General  Anemhly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

Pennayfvania. 
The  people  of  the  United  States,  by  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  established  a  General  Govern- 
ment for  spedsl  purposes,  reserving  to  themselves  re- 
speddYeij  the  rights  and  authorities  not  delegated  in 
ttist  instmrnent.  To  the  compact  thereby  crea^, 
each  State  acceded  in  its  charter  as  a  State,  and  is  a 
party  ;  the  United  States  forming,  as  to  it,  the  other 
party.  The  act  of  union,  thus  entered  into,  being  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  a  treaty  between  sovereign 
States*  The  General  Government,  by  this  treaty,  was 
notconstitiited  the  exclusive  or  final  judge  of  the  pow- 
ers it  was  to  exercise;  for  if  it  were  so  to  judge,  then 
its  judgment  and  not  the  ConsUtution  would  be  the 
measurs  of  its  authority. 

Sbeald  the  General  Government,  in  any  of  its  de- 
psrtmeats,  violate  tile  provisions  of  the  Constituticni,  it 
rests  wish  the  States  and  with  the  people  to  apply  suit* 
able 


With  these  impiessions,  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  seenre  an  administration  of  the  Federal  and 
State  Governments  conformably  to  the  true  spirit  of 
their  xespectiva  constitutions,  feel  it  their  duty  to  ex- 
press thmr  sentiments  upon  an  important  sulyeet  now 
beiDie  Congieesi  via :  the  continuance  or  establishment 
ef  s  bank.  From  a  csrefol  review  of  the  powers  vest- 
ed in  the  General  Government,  they  have  the  most 
positive  conviction  that  the  aulbority  to  grant  char- 
ten  of  incorporation,  withm  the  jurisdiction  ef  any 
State,  without  the  consent  thereof,  is  not  recognised 
in  that  instrument,  either  expressly  or  by  any  warrant 
able  implication :  Therefore, 

ReMohed^  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Repreeenia- 
lises  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penneymanioy  in  Gene" 
ral  Anembly  met^  l*hat  the  Senators  of  this  State  in 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  bp  and  are  hereby  in- 
structed, and  the  Representatives  of  this  State,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  requested  to  use  eveiy  exertion  in 
their  power  to  prevent  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  from  being  renewed,  or  sny  other  bank 
from  being  chartered  by  Congress,  derigned  to  have 
operation  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any.  State  vrithout 
mit  having  obtained  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of 
soch  Stale. 

Reeoioedy  That  the  Governor  be  and  he  hereby  is 
icqocsled  to  fi»rward  a  copy  of  the  above  preamble  tad 


resolution  to  each  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives 
of  this  Sute  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

JOHN  WEBER,  Speaker  H.  R. 

P.  C.  LANE,  ^taker  of  the  Senate. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  January  Uth, 
1811.    Read  and  adopted. 
Attest:      GEORGE  HECKERT,  Clerk  H.  R. 

In  Senate,  January  11th,  1811.    Read  and  adopted. 
Attest :      J.  A  McJIMSEY,  Clerk  of  the  Senate. 

Wherefore,  he  would  ask,  was  this  made  a 
cause  of  complaint  ?  The  instructions  were  giv- 
en by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  to  their  rep- 
resentatives. Was  the  right  of  the  constituent 
denied  to  instruct  his  representative  ?  For  the  in* 
stroctions  extended  not  beyond  the  representation. 
It  WM  an  affair  between  representatives  and  con- 
stituents, and  as  it  did  not  proceed  beyond  them, 
as  none  else  were  comprehended,  surely  no  cause 
could  have  been  given  for  complaint.  For  his 
part  he  assented  to  the  right  of  constituents  to 
instruct,  and  was  ready  to  ^rield  it  obedience — it 
was  in  accordance  with  his  political  maxims ; 
and  he  should  ever  consider  nlmself  bound  to 
obey  instructions  as  long  as  they  did  not  require 
the  performance  of  an  act,  which  would  violate 
that  oath  which  he  had  taken.  On  this  occasion 
he  yielded  obedience  with  pride  and  pleasure,  as 
the  instructions  corresponded  with  his  own  im- 
pressions of  solemn  obltf^ation.  He  considered 
himself  as  the  representative  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania; to  represent,  in  his  mind,  was  to  ap- 
pear for,  or  stand  in  the  place  of  the  body  repre- 
sented, and,  in  this  view,  he  considered  it  his 
duty  to  speak  the  sense  of  his  constituents,  to  do 
as  they  would  do,  were  they  present,  otherwise 
he  should  misrepresent  them.  Did  this  look  like 
dictation?  Did  it  appear  as  if  the  great  States 
desired  to  give  law  to  the  smaller  ones,  when 
they  only  gave  their  instructions  to  their  own  rep- 
resentatives,  and  none  ebe  were  asked  to  render 
them  obedience  ?    He  could  not  suppose  it. 

Allusion  had  been  made  to  Pennsylvania  on 
account  of  resistance  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States.  He  felt  the  reproach,  and  had  often  ex- 
perienced mortification  from  it.  He  had  never 
countenanced  unlawful  opposition,  nor  had  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania;  for  when  it  had  ex- 
isted, it  had  been  local,  and  had  never  embraced 
the  State ;  and  therefore,  the  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania were  not  comprehended  in  the  refyroach. 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  cited  authority 
for  renewing  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  had  at  the  same  time  disclaimed 
authority;  in  imitation  of  his  example  he.woold 
do  so  too,  and  he  might  say,  that  for  the  excite- 
ment to  insurrection  in  a  part  of  Pennsylvania 
he  might  refer  to  a  source  of  authority  as  nigh  as 
the  ffentleman  from  Georgia  had  referred  for  the 
establishment  of  the  bank  charter. 

Some  reasons  had  been  assigned  for  the  refu- 
sal of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics  Bank  of  Phila- 
delphia to  unite  with  the  other  banks  in  petition- 
ing for  a  charter,  which  did  not  appear  to  him  to 
be  correct.  The  gentleman  who  gave  the  Infor* 
noiation  to  the  committee  was  a  director  of  the 
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Bank  of  Philadelphia,  and  his  informatioQ  must 
have  been  derived  from  out-of-doors  ramor.  The 
Farmers  and  Mechanics  Bank,  Mr.  Leib  appre- 
hended, refused  to  petition  for  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  other 
reasons.  He  knew  a  gentleman  who  managed 
the  affairs  of  that  bank,  of  superior  intelligence, 
and  information,  and  second  to  none  in  point  of 
knowledge  of  banking,  who  was  as  much  oppo- 
sed to  a  renewal  as  he  was,  and  for  a  reason  not! 
unlike  that  hinted  at  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was 
a  check  upon  the  other  banks,  but  a  check  like 
that  of  a  snark  upon  the  little  fish  around  him. 
It  was  in  the  power  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  by  means  of  ita  great  capital  and  the  Go? • 
ernmentai  patronage,  to  preir  upon  the  other  banks 
whenever  it  pleased,  and  this  was  sufficient  rea- 
son for  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics  Bank  to  re- 
fuse its  aid  towards  a  renewal  of  the  charter. 
These  remarks  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  submit 
to  the  Senate,  and,  in  conformity  with  his  first 
determination,  he  aroided  any  remarks  upon  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  which  he  conceived  every  mem- 
ber was  already  prepared  to  decide  upon. 

Mr.  Llotd, — Mr.  President :  This  is  indeed, 
sir,  an  up-hill,  wind-mill  sort  of  ip^rfare — a  novel 
mode  of  legislative  proceeding.  That  a  bill 
ahoiild  be  brought  in  on  a  very  important  subject 
which  has  been  long  under  consideration,  and  that 
a. gentleman  should  move  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  which  comprises  all  its  vital- 
ity, (for  it  is  the  first  section  which  provides  for 
the  continuance  of  the  bank,)  and  should  be  sup- 
ported in  it,  without  deigning  to  assign  any  other 
reasons  than  may  be  derived  from  newspaper 
publications,  which  are  so  crude  and  yoluminous 
that  not  one  man  out  of  ten  will  so  far  mispend 
bis  time  as  to  take  the  trouble  to  read  them,  is 
indeed  extraordinary.  Still,  if  gentlemen  choose 
to  adopt  this  dumb  sort  of  l^islation,  and  are  de- 
termined to  take  the  question  without  offering 
any  arguments  in  support  of  their  opinions,  I  cer«  ■ 
tainly  should  not  have  interfered  with  their 
wishes,  had  I  not  been  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee who  had  reported  the  bill,  who  had  heard  the 
testimony  offered  by  two  very  respectable  'd«ie- 
gations  from  Philadelphia ;  one  from  the  master 
manufacturersTand  mechanics  of  the  city,  and  the 
other  from  the  merchants ;  and  had  I  not  taken 
minutes  of  this  testimony,  which  I  find  it  is  ex- 
pected from  me  that  I  should  relate  to  the  Senate. 

Sir,  I  consider  the  motion  to  strike  out,  now 
under  consideration,  as  going  to  the  entire  de- 
struction of  the  bill,  without  any  reference  to  its 
details  or  modifications ;  it  therefore  appears  to 
me  in  order,  to  take  into  consideration  only  the 
material  principle  of  the  bill;  that  is,  whether  it 
be  proper  that  the  charter  of  the  bank  should  be 
renewed  on  any  terms  whatever,  let  those  terms 
be  what  they  may. 

[Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  stated,  that  the  |^en- 
tleman  was  mistaken ;  he  was  at  lioerty  to  go  into 
consideration  of  the  details,  and  might  discuss 
them  if  he  pleased.! 

I  had  though^  Mr.  President^  that  when  a  sec- 


tion of  a  bill  was  moved  to  be  struck  out,  that  the 
subject-matter  of  the  part  so  moved  to  be  stricken 
out  was  only  in  order  to  be  considered — but  how- 
ever thb  may  be,  1  take  it  to  be  strictly  in  order 
to  show,  that  this  bank  has  been  ably  and  fairly 
conducted,  that  it  has  been'  beneficial  to  the 
country,  and  extremely  useful  to  the  Govern- 
ment ;  because  if  this  be  shown,  it  will  be  the 
best  ar^ment  that  can  be  adduced  for  the  rejec- 
tion of^the  present  motion,  and  the  continuance 
of  the  bank. 

Sir,  it  is  admitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  his  communications  to  Congress, 
that  the  concerns  of  this  bank  have  been  "  skil- 
fully and  wisely  managed,''  that  the  bank  has 
made  a  very  limited  and  moderate  use  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  deposited  with  it;  and  that  it  has 
greatly  facilitated  the  operations  of  Government 
by  the  safe-keeping  and  transmission  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys.  It  has  at  all  times  met  the  wishes 
of  the  Government  in  making  loans.  It  has  done 
this  even  at  six  per  cent.,  while  the  Grovernmeat 
have  been  obliged,  in  one  instance,  for  a  consider- 
able amount,  to  pay  ei^ht  per  cent,  to  other  per- 
sons for  the  loans  obtained  from  them«  It  is  ad- 
mitted, sir^hat  the  bank,  at  the  request  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  has  established  branches 
for  the  purpose  of  fkcilitating  the  operations  of  the 
Govecnment  at  places  where  such  esuiblishmeats 
could  not  but  be  inconvenient  to  them  in  point 
of  management,  and  disadvantageous  in  point  of 
profit.  X  allude  more  particularly,  sir,  to  the 
branches  of  the  bank  which  have  been  established 
at  New  Orleans  and  at  Washington.  We  have 
been  told  this  session,  sir,  by  a  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  SHrra,)  that  the  Territory  of 
Orleans  is  a  very  wealthy  one,  that  it  probably 
contains  a  greater  number  of  rich  inhabitants,  for 
its  population,  than  any  other  district  in  the 
Union*  Sir,  if  this  be  the  fact,  of  whom  does 
this  wealthy  population  consist?  Not  of  the  in- 
habitants, but  of  the  planters  s  men  who  are  not 
borrowers  of  the  bank,  ivho,  when  they  realize 
the  sales  of  their  produce,  invest  the  surplus  pro- 
ceeds of  it  beyond  their  expenditure  in  the  funds, 
or  in  the  acquisition  of  new  lands,  or  in  the  pur^ 
chase  of  ^n  additional  number  of  negroes.  Sir, 
it  is  notorious,  that  from  the  recent  possession  by 
the  Utiited  States  of  Louisiana,  and  the  certainty 
that  New  Orleans  must  soon  be  the  emporium  of 
an  immense  western  com  mere,  that  city  has  be- 
come more  the  resort  of  the  young,  the  adventu- 
rous, the  enterprising,  and  the  rash  among  the 
mercantile  men  of  our  country,  than  any  other 
city  in  the  Union  ;  and  it  is  oovious,  sir,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  borrowers  from  a  bank  consist  of 
persons  of  this  description,  in  the  same  propor- 
tion must  the  circumstances  of  such  bank  be  un- 
sound; and  without  possessing  any  particular 
knowledge  whatever  on  the  state  of  this  bank,  if 
the  collections  of  its  debts  are  speedily  made,  I 
would  not  make  the  purchase  at  a  discount  of 
twenty-five  per  cent,  mm  the  nominal  amount 
of  them. 

Sir,  we  can  judge  with  more  accuracy  when 
we  come  nearer  home.    What  ia  tlie  state  of  the 
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bank  in  this  city  ?  What  the  abilitjr  of  its  debtors 
to  meet  their  engagements 2  It  is  stated  the 
branch  has  a  loan  out  here  of  four  hundred  thop- 
sand  dollars.  Where  is  the  navigation  ? — where 
the  wealthy  merchants  1 — where  are  the  opulent 
tradesmen? — the  eztensire  manufacturers,  to 
rpfund  this  money,  when  they  are  called  on  to  do 
it  1  Sir,  thev  are  not  to  be  found ;  they  do  not 
exist  here ;  there  are  but  very  few  opulent  men 
in  the  city,  and  those  are  either  not  borrowers  of 
the  bank,  or  not  borrowers  to  an  amount  of  any 
importance.  Where  then  is  the  money  to  be 
found,  or  what  has  been  done  with  it  1  It  has 
probably  been  taken  out  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  build  up  the  five  or  six  District  banks 
which  you  have  chartered  the  present  session ; 
to  fornish  the  means  of  erecting  the  fifty  or  sixty 
brick  houses  which  we  are  told  have  made  their 
appearance  during  the  last  Summer;  to  encour- 
age speculations  in  city  lots,  and  to  enable  the 
proprietors  to  progress  with  the  half  finished 
caoal  which  nearly  adjoins  us.  Well,  sir,  if  the 
baok  promptly  calls  in  its  loan  of  four  hundred 
thoosand  dollars,  will  the  debtors  be  enabled  to 
meet  their  payments?  Can  they  sell  these  lots, 
these  brick  houses,  these  canal  shares?  No,  sir, 
in  such  a  state  of  things  they  could  find  no  pur- 
chasers, thev  could  nearly  as  well  create  a  world 
as  to  furnish  the  money ;  and  if  the  bank  is  to 
stop,  and  the  payment  of  this  debt  be  speedily 
coerced,  I  woald  not  give  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  for  the  whole  of  it. 

In  addition  to  tjiis,  I  shall  show  presently,  from 
testimony  which  cannot  be  controverted,  that  the 
conduct  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  its 
directors. or  rather  the  stockholders,  whose  agents 
ibey  are,  in  addition  to  being  wise  and  skilful, 
and  moderate,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
states  them  to  liave  been,  that  they  have  also  been 
honorable,  and  liberal, and  impartial;  and  if,  in 
addition  to  this,  it  be  proved,  that  the  bank  has, 
in  every  instance  where  it  had  the  ability  to  do 
it,  met  the  wishes  of  the  Qovernment,  and  to  fa- 
cilitate its  views  in  the  security  and  collection  of 
the  revenue,it  has  also  established  branches  where 
it  must  have  been  obviously  and  palpably  to  the 
disadvantajs^e  of  the  bank  to  do  it — if  it  has  far- 
nished  capitals  for  the  extension  of  our  commerce, 
if  it  has  provided  means  for  the  establishment  of 
important  manufactories,  if  it  has  had  a  tendency 
to  raise  the  price  of  our  domestic  produce,  and 
has  thus  encouraged  industry,  and  improved  and 
embellished  the  interior  of  the  country — it  would 
seem  pretty  strongly  to  follow,  that  if  it  be  expe- 
dient to  preserve  the  existence  of  an  institution 
similar  to  this,  then  these  gentlemen,  on  the 
score  of  merit,  added  to  the  experience  of  twenty 
years  succeastul  operation,  have  a  fair  claim  on 
the  Qovernment  for  a  preference  in  favor  of  that 
which  is  already  in  operation. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  it  may  be  stated  in  oppo- 
sition to  this  claim,  that  these  stockholdets  have 
enioyed  a  boon  for  twenty  vears  from, which 
oiners  of  their  fellow-citizens  nave  been  deprived, 
except  on  such  terms  as  the  sellers  of  shares  chose 
to  prescribe  j  that  the  charter  expires  by  its  owu 


limitation,  and  that  beyond  this  period  they  have 
no  right  to  expect  anything  which  may  not  arise 
from  the  interest  ana  convenience  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  admit,  sir,  there  is  considerable 
strength  in  these  objections.  The  exclusive  right 
contained  in  the  charter  ever  appeared  to  me  as 
furnishing  the  jpost  solid  Constitutional  objection 
against  the  bank.  The  creation  of  monopolies; 
the  granting  of  exclusive  privileges  except  so  far 
as  to  secure  to  the  authors  of  useful  inventions 
the  benefit  of  their  discoveries ;  the  tying  up  of 
the  hands  of  the  Legislature,  and  depriving  itself 
of  the  power  of  according  to  a  set  of  citizens, 
who  may  come  into  legal  existence  to-morrow, 
or  tea  years  hence,  what  it  had  given  to  another ; 
ever  appeared  to  me  hostile  to  the  genius  and 
spirit  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
all  their  institutions.  Highly  then,  sir,  as  I  am 
induced  to  think  of  the  conduct  of  this  bank,  from 
the  best  evidence  lean  obtain,  still,  from  the  oon<» 
siderations  I  have  just  mentioned,  did  the  ques- 
tion now  before  us  simply  afiect  the  stockholders, 
I  should  certainly  not  trouble  the  Senate  with  any 
remarks  in  reference  to  it,  and  should  sit  down 
in  entire  acquiescence,  whether  the  prayer  of 
their  petition  for  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
the  bank  were  granted  or  reiected. 

Sir,  before  quitting  this  idea  of  Constitutional 
objection^  permit  me  to  make  one  or  two  brief 
remarks  m  regard  to  it.  It  is  impossible  for  the 
ingenuity  of  man  to  devise  any  written  system 
of  Government,  which,  after  a  lapse  of  time,  ex- 
tension of  empire,  or  change  or  circumstances, 
shall  be  able  to  carry  its  own  provisions  into  op- 
eration— henccj  sir,  the  indispensable  necessity 
of  implied  or  resulting  powers,  and  hence  the 
provision  in  the  Constitution  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  exercise  such  additional  powers  as 
were  necessary  to  carry  those  that  had  been  del- 
egated into  effect.  Sir,  if  this  country  goes  on 
increasing  and  extending,  in  the  ratio  it  has  done, 
it  is  not  impossible  that  hereafter,  to  provide  fqr 
all  the  new  cases  that  may  rise  under  this  new 
state  of  things,  the  defined  powers  may  prove 
only  a  text,  and  the  implied  or  resulting  powers 
may  furnisn  the  sermon  to  it. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  put  one  question  on  this 
head,  in  addition  to  those  so  ably,  and  to  my  view, 
unanswerably  put  yesterday  oy  the  honorable 
aentleman  irom  Ueorgia  (Mr.  Caa.WF0R0.) 
Whence,  sir,  do  you  get  the  right,  whence  do 
you  derive  the  powers  to  erect  custom-houses  in 
the  maritime  districts  of  the  United  Slates  ?  To 
attach  to  them  ten,  fi/teen,  or  twenty  custom- 
house officers ;  and  clothe  these  men  with  author- 
ity to  invade  the  domicile,  to  bYeak  into  the 
dwelling-house  of  perhaps  an  innocent  citizen  ? 
Whence  do  you  get  it,  sir,  except  as  an  implied 
power  resulting  from  the  authority  given  in  the 
uonstitution  'Uo  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
imposts  and  excises.''  If,  under  this  authority, 
you  can  erect  these  custom-houses  and  create 
this  municipal,  fiscal,  inquisitorial  .j«ns  (^'arme- 
rte,  with  liberty  to  violate  the  rights  of  the  citi- 
zen, to  break  into  his  castle  at  midnight,  without 
even  a  form  of  a  warrant,  on  a  plausible  appear- 
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aiice  of  probability,  or  probable  cause  of  suspi- 
cion of  his  secreting  smuggled  goods,  which  the 
event  may  prove  to  be  unrounded — and  it  will  be 
recollected  that  a  majority  of  Congress  voted  for 
the  grant  of  this  power  in  its  most  offensive  form, 
when  two  years  since  they  voted  for  the  act  en- 
forcing the  embargo — I  say,  sir,  if  under  this 
general  power  to  collect  duties,  you  can  erect  the 
establishment  and  give  the  offensive  power  just 
mentioned,  can  you  not,  with  the  concurrence 
even  of  the  citizens,  adopt  another  more  mild  and 
useful  mode,  and  create  an  establishment  for  the 
collection  and  safe-keeping  of  the  revenue,  and 
place  it  under  the  direction  of  ten  or  twelve  di- 
rectors, and  christen  it  an  office  of  discount  and 
deposite,  or  of  collection  and  payment,  as  you  like 
best?  And  can  you  not,  when  you  have  thus 
created  it,  give  to  the  directors  a  power^  which 
perhaps  they  would  have  without  your  grant,  to 
receive  and  keep  the  cash  of  those  who  choose  to 
place  it  with  them  and  to  loan  them  money  at 
.  the  legal  rate  of  interest,  and  in  some  places,  as 
at  New  York,  at  nearly  fifteen  per  cent,  above 
the  legal  rate  of  interest?  If  vou  can  do  this, 
then  you  have  your  bank  estaolished,  sir— and, 
most  assuredly,  if  vou  can  do  one  of  these  things 
you  can  do  the  other. 

Sir,  the  Constitutional  objection  to  this  bank, 
on  the  ground  that  Congress  had  not  the  power  to 
grant  an  act  of  incorporation,  has  ever  appeared 
to  me  the  most  unsound  and  untenable.    Still 

gentlemen  of  intelligence  and  of  integrity,  who 
ave  thought  long  and  deeply  on  the  subject, 
think  differently  from  me:  and  I  feel  bound  to 
respect  their  opinions,  however  opposed  they 
may  be  to  my  own.  Yet,  sir,  I  will  venture  to 
predict,  without  feeling  any  anxiety  for  the  fate 
of  the  prophecy,  that  should  this  bank  be  suffered 
to  run  down^  such  will  be  the  state  of  things  be* 
fore  this  time  twelve  months,  that  there  are  other 
gentlemen,  who  at  present  have  Constitutional 
objections,  but  who  have  not  thought  so  long 
and  deeply  upon  them,  will,  before  that  time,  re- 
ceive such  a  flood  of  intelligence,  as  on  this  bead 
perfectly  to  dispel  their  doubts,  and  quiet  their 
consciences. 

Sir,  I  shall  now  proceed  as  briefly  as  may  be 
iti  my  power  to  state  the  situation  of  this  bank 
on  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  and  the  effects  on 
the  community  consequent  on  it.  There  is  now 
due  to  the  bank  from  individuals  fifteen  millions 
of  dollars.  These  fifteeu  millions  of  dollars  must 
be  collected — the  power  of  the  bank  to  grant  dis- 
counts will  have  ceased,  and  the  duty  of  the  di- 
rectors must^  require  them  to  make  the  collection. 
Sir,  how  is^this  to  be  done?  Whence  can  the 
money  be  obtained  ?  I  shall  demonstrate  to  you 
presently,' that  already,  from  an  apprehension  of 
a  non-renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  busi- 
ness is  nearly  at  a  stand — that  navigation,  real 
estate,  and  merchandise  are  unsaleable ;  and  that 
a  man  worth  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at  the 
recently  rated  value  of  property,  and  owing  ten 
thousand  dollars,  must  still  be  utterly  unable  to 
meet  his  engagements.  Suppose,  sir,  this  pro- 
perty consists  in  houses  or  shipping  $  suppose  bit 


warehouse  is  full  of  goods,  and  he  has  a  large 
sum  placed  at  his  credit  in  England  ?  If,  sir, 
he  can  neither  sell  his  ships,  nor  his  je^ds — if  be 
cannot  sell  his  real  estate  nor  scarcely  give  away 
bis  exchange,  which  hitherto,  to  men  who  had 
money. in  England,  has  been  a  never  failing 
source  of  supply  in  case  of  need ;  I  say  under 
these  circumstances,  sir,  whatever  may  be  his 
property,  he  cannot  meet  his  engagements.  Sir, 
can  men  thus  situated,  solvent  as  they  ought  to  be 
ten  times  over,  find  relief  from  the  State  banks  ? 
Certainly  not,  sir.  These  banks  have,  already 
gone  to  the  extreme  length  of  their  ability ;  they 
have  always  discounted  to  an  amount  in  propor- 
tion to  their  capital  exceeding  that  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  which  is  incontrovertiblv 
proved  by  the  dividends  they  have  declared, 
which  have  at  most  universally  equalled  and 
frequently  exceeded  those  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  notwithstanding  the  advantage 
enjoyed  by  the  latter  from  the  deposite  of  public 
moneys.  Sir,  so  far  from  having  it  in  their 
power,  in  the  case  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  to  assist  the  debtors  to  that 
bank  in  meeting  their  engagements  to  it — I  af- 
firm the  fact,  on  which  I  have  myself  a  perfect 
reliance,  that,  take  the  Slate  banks  from  Boston  to 
Washington,  and  after  paying  their  debts  to  the 
Bank  of  the  united  States,  they  have  not,  nor  do 
I  believe  they  have  had,  for  six  months  back, 
specie  enough  to  pay  the  debts  due  to  their  de- 
positors, and  the  amount  of  their  bills  in  circula- 
tion. And  here  I  beg  it  to. be  observed,  that 
bank  bills,  and  bank  deposites,  or  credits,  are 
precisely  the  same  thing — with  this  difference, 
that  the  latter,  from  the  residence  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  banks,  and  the  vigilance  of  the 
proprietors,  would  be  the  first  called  for.  How 
idle  is  it  then  to  expect  to  obtain  relief  from  banks 
which  have  already  extended  themselves  beyond 
the  bounds  of  prudence,  and  have  not  even  at 
present  the  ability  to  meet  their  existing  engage- 
ments? It  might  nearly  as  well  be  expected, 
that  a  man  who  was  already  a  bankrupt  should 
prop  and  support  his  failing  neighbor. 

Sir,  much  has  been  recently  said  of  the  amount 
of  specie  in  the  United  States.  Theoretical  men 
have  made  many  and  vague  conjectures  about  it, 
for  after  all  it  must  rest  upon  conjecture;  some 
have  estimated  it  at  ten  minions  of  doUarv — some 
twelve,  some  twenty,  and  some  newspaper  scrib- 
blers at  forty  millions  of  dollars.  Sir,  1  do  not  be- 
lieve that  for  the  last  ten  years  the  United  States 
have  at  any  time  been  more  bare  of  specie  that  at 
the  present  moment.  A  few  years  since,  specie 
flowed  in  upon  us  in  abundance.  This  resulted 
principally  from  an  operation  of  a  very  singular 
and  peculiar  nature.  The  Spanish  Government, 
as  it  was  then  understood, agreed  to  pay  to  Franca 
a  very  large  sum  of  money— many  millions  of 
dollars,  the  precise  number  1  am  unable  to  state, 
from  her  possessions  in  South  America.  France 
contracted  with  a  celebrated  English  banking^ 
house,  as  was  said  at  the  time,  with  either  the 
concurrence  or  connivance  of  the  English  Govern- 
ment} that  this  money  should  be  obtained  througla 
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the  United  States.  These  bankers^  by  their  agent, 
contracted  with  certain  American  houses,  prin- 
cipally 1  beliere  in  Baltimore,  for  the  importation 
ofthis  specie  from  La  Vera  Cruz  into  the  United 
States,  irom  whence  it  was  not  transmitted  in 
coin  to  Europe,  but  invested  in  adventures  in  the 
shipments  of  produce,  the  proceeds  of  which  ul- 
timately go  into  the  hands  of  these  bankers  in 
London,  or  of  their  friends  on  the  Continent,  from 
whom  it  was  finally  realized  by  the  French  Qot- 
ernment,  either  by  drafts  from  Paris,  or  remit- 
tances to  that  city.    This  operation  had  a  trebly 
favorable  effect  on  the  United  States — it  made 
fortunes  for  some  of  the  merchants,  it  furnished 
the  means  of  shipments  to  £urope.  and  it  also  pro- 
vided the  funds  for  adventures  to  the  East  ladies 
and  to  China.    But  this  contract  has  now  been 
finished  some  years;  and  since  that  time  there  has 
been  a  constant  drain  of  specie  from  the  country. 
Where  it  is  in  future  to  be  procured  from,  I 
know  not.    Not  from  South  America.  Specie  is, 
I  believe,  protected  from  exportation  there,  ex- 
cept to  Spain.    From  Spain  we  cannot  get  it — 
to  a  great  part  of  what  was  Spain  we  have  now 
scarcely  any  trade.    From  France  it  cannot  be 
obuioed,  for  if  we  can  get  there  even  by  license, 
we  are  obliged  to  bring  back  her  produce  or  man- 
ufactures.    From  England  it  cannot  be  import- 
ed—it is  now  made  highly  penal  to  attempt  to 
tend  it  out  of  the  kingdom.  With  South  America 
we  have  bat  little  trade — hitherto  we  furnished 
them  with  smuggled  or  licensed  European  and 
India  goods ;  but  now  the  markets  are  flooded 
with  these  eoods,  by  importations  direct  from 
England,  ana  which  have  been  attended  with 
great  loss  to  the  shippers.    For  these  reasons,  it 
is  difficult  to  find  a  vessel  sailing  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  the  Spanish  ports  in  South  Amer- 
ica.    These   are  among  the  reasons  why 'the 
amount  of  specie  now  in  the  country  is  small, 
and  has  for  some  time  past  been  gradually  les- 
lening.    Sir,  without  indulging  in  vague  con- 
jectures, what  are  the  best  data  we  have  to  form 
an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  specie  in  the  coun- 
try? The  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  its  vaults.  In  Boston  there  are 
three  Slate  banks— in  New  York  I  believe  four. 
Philadelphia  four,  and    Baltimore  eight — ^calf 
these  nineteen  twenty,  and  allow  on  an  average 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  specie, 
which  probably  is  as  much  as  thev  general  Iv 
possess,  and  this  will  make  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  this  amount,  united  to  the  sum  in  the  vaults 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  gives  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars — to  which,  if  you  allow  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  for  a  loose  circulation  of  specie, 
you  get  an  aggregate  of  ten  millions  of  dollars. 
We  are  sometimes  told  of  the  large  sums  of  mo- 
ney hoarded  in  our  country  by  individuals — pro- 
bably there  may  be  some  among  the  German 
farmers  in  Pennsylvania — perhaps  more  in  that 
State  than  in  any  other,  or  all  the  others  in  the 
Union ;  but  still  of  no  great  amount — the  repu- 
tation of  a  little  money  possessed  in  this  way 
easily  swells  into  a  large  sum.    At  any  rate,  let 
the  amount  be  what  it  may,  in  time  of  distieaa 
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and  mistrust,  it  would  afibrJ  no  addition  to  your 
circulating  medium  ;  for  it  is  precisely  in  times 
like  these,  that  men  who  hoard  money  will  lock 
it  up  most  secureljf. 

Sir,  the  circulation  of  our  country  is  at  present 
emphatically  a  paper  circulation — very  little  spe- 
cie passes  in  exchange  between  individuals — it 
is  a  circulation  bottomed  on  bank  paper  and  bank 
credits,  amounting  perhaps  to  fifty  millions  of 
dollars.  And  on  what,  sir,  does  this  circulation 
rest  ?  It  rests  upon  the  ten  millions  of  dollars, 
if  that  be  the  amount  of  specie  in  the  country, 
and  upon  public  confidence. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars  to  collect — call  it  ten,  sir — nobody 
will  dispute  this — no  one  will  pretend  that  this 
bank  is  not  solvent — the  remnant  of  its  surplus 
dividends,  and  the  interest  it  will  have  earned, 
will  be  sufficient  to  cover  its  losses  at  New  Or- 
leans, at  Washington,  and  perhaps  elsewhere. 
In  wnat  are  these  ten  millions  of  dollars  to  be 
collected  ?  In  bank  bills,  the  credit  of  which  is 
at  least  doubtful  ?  No,  sir,  in  specie  ;  and  when 
this  is  entirely  withdrawn  from  the  State  banks, 
and  the  banks  are  unable  to  pay  the  money  for 
their  bills,  who  does  not  see  that  this  confidence 
is  instantly  destroyed — that  the  bubble  bursts^- 
tbat  floods  of  paper  bills  will  be  poured  in  upon 
them,  which  they  will  be  unable  to  meet,  and 
whicn  will  for  a  time  be  as  worthless  as  oak 
leaves — that  the  banks  themselves  must,  at  least 
temporarily,  become  bankrupts,  and  that  a  pros* 
tration  of  credit,  and  all  those  habits  of  punctu- 
ality which,  for  twenty  years,  we  have  been 
striving  so  successfully  to  establish,  will  inevi* 
tably  ensue,  and,  with  them,  also,  there  must  be 
suspended  tne  commerce,  the  industry  and  man- 
ufactures of  the  country ;  and  a  scene  of  embar- 
rassment and  derangement  be  produced,  which 
has  been  anexampled  in  our  history. 

I  will  now  make  a  very  few  remarks  on  the 
effects  which  the  dissolution  of  the  bank  will  have 
on  the  revenue  and  fiscal  concerns  of  the  eoun« 
try.  Can  it  be  supposed,  sir,  that  the  source  to 
which  will  be  imputed  the  distress  that  will  have 
flowed  from  this  event,  will  be  the  first  to  be 
thought  of  to  be  guarded  against  a  participation 
of  the  evils  that  will  result  from  it,  in  preference 
to  the  claims  of  the  most  intimate  friends  and 
connexions?  No,  sir.  the  bonds  due  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  will  be  collected  only  at  the  tail  of  an 
execution.  But  I  mean  not  to  press  this  consid- 
eration. Admit,  for  a  moment,  that  they  will  all 
be  equally  well  collected — that  they  will  be  paid 
as  usual,  although  it  is  palpable  tnat  for  a  con- 
siderable time  the  merchants  will  be  unable  to 
find  the  means  to  pay  them :  Yet,  admit,  sir,  that 
the  money  is  collected  in  the  Stjate  banks,  how 
is  it  to  be  transmitted  ?  It  must  come  to  tlie  cen- 
tre of  the  seat  of  Government;  very  little  of  the 
public  money  is  expended  in  the  Northern  section 
of  the  Union.  Will  it  come  from  the  Eastward, 
in  bills  of  the  State  banks  ?  Penobscot  bank  bills 
sometimes  will  not  pass  in  Boston ;  Boston  bills 
pass  with  difficulty  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia  ; 
and  the  bills  of  New  York  State  banks  probably 
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would  not  be  readily  curreDt  id  Washington. 
Yoa  must  tben^  sir,  if  Boston  gires  you  a  reyeone 
of  two  millions  of  dollars,  transmit  the  greater 
part  of  it  to  the  seat  of  GrOTernment,  or  whererer 
It  may  be  wanted  in  specie.  Can  this  be  done  ? 
We  have  not  two  millions  of  dollars  of  specie  in 
our  town,  and,  I  may  almost  venture  to  say,  never 
had.  Suppose  you  make  this  transmission  once, 
can  you  do  it  a  second  time  ?  No,  sir,  the  thing 
is  utterly  impracticable.  Ton  must  adopt  some 
other  mode.  Exchange  between  the  different 
cities  will  not  reach  the  case ;  frequently  it  can- 
not be  purchased  even  for  an  insignificant  amount. 

Sir,  will  your  money,  when  collected,  be  safe 
In  the  State  banks?  Of  this  I  am  extremely 
doubtful.  Solicitations  will  undoubtedly  .be  made 
for  it  from  all  quarters.  They  have  already  been 
made.  In  one  instance,  I  am  told,  sir,  the  agent 
of  a  bank,  even  during  the  few  past  weeks,  has 
been  here  for  the  purpose — that  suddenly  the  agent 
was  gone,  and  in  a  few  days  it  was  discovered  that, 
owing  to  the  failure  of  one  of  the  debtors  to  the 
bank  which  he  represented,  (a  great  broker,)  the 
stock  had  fallen  in  one  day  near  20  per  cent. 
What  was  this  the  evidence  of,  but  that  those 
who  were  most  interested  in  this  bank,  the  stock- 
holders who  were  on  the  spot,  and  best  acquainted 
with  its  solidity,  were  willing  to  wash  their  hands 
of  their  concern  in  it,  at  almost  any  rate  of  sac- 
rifice? Sir,  I  only  state  this,  as  it  was  here  re- 
ported. I  have  DO  personal  knowledge  on  the 
subject.  But  will  you  trust  your  funds  with  an 
institution  thus  precarious,  and  whose  solidity  is 
distrusted  even  by  its  best  friends  ? 

Bv  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
for  the  year  1810,  laid  on  our  tables,  I  find  there  has 
been  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States^S390 
received  from  the  Lincoln  and  Kennebec  oank, 
in  Massachusetts,  as  an  interest  on  the  public 
money  while  deposited  at  that  bank.  The  his- 
tory of  this  credit  of  interest,  is,  I  presume,  the 
following:  The  money  was  deposited  at  the  bank 
for  account  of  the  United  States;  the  bank  used 
the  money  for  its  own  accommodation,  and, 
when  called  on  for  the  amount,  could  not  refund 
it.  This  allowance  of  interest  is  therefore  for 
the  time  during  which  the  bank  could  not  pay 
the  money.  The  amount  in  this  instance  is  small, 
sir,  and  the  United  States  have  received  a  com- 
pensation for  the  use  of  the  money.  It  proves, 
nowever.  what  has  been  done,  and  will  be  done 
again.  Suppose  it  should  be  done  on  a  larfi^e  scale, 
and  when  tne  Government  wants  its  funds,  it 
cannot  command  them — interest  on  the  amount 
will  not  pay  the  salaries  of  the  oflicers  of  the  na- 
tion— it  will  not  feed  your  armies,  nor  support 
your  navy— it  must  derange  the  whole  system  of 
the  Govern ment,  and  perhaps  brin£  it  to  a  stand 
still.  I  have  no  hesitation,  sir,  in  declaring,  that 
in  my  opinion  if  the  collection  and  transmission 
of  the  public  moneys  be  intrusted  exclusively  to 
the  State  banks,  that  at  least  great  trouble,  per- 
plexity, and  occasional  defalcation,  will  ensue. 
^  I  shall  now  present,  sir,  to  the  Senate,  the  tes- 
timony which  was  offered  to  the  committee  by 
the  two  delegations  from  Philadelphia,  the  one 


selected  from  the  master  manufacturers  and  me- 
chanics, and  the  other  from  the  merchants  of  that 
city.  It  will  go  conclusively  to  show  the  effects 
which  it  is  apprehended  will  issue  from  the  ces- 
sation of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  a  city, 
the  first  perhaps  in  population  and  wealth  in  the 
Union,  and  the  one  least  engaged  of  any  of  the 
great  seaports,  in  proportion  to  its  wealth,  in  for- 
eign commerce. 

The  agents  from  the  manufacturers  and  me- 
chanics told  their  story  in  a  plain,  straightforward 
manner,  each  one  narrating  facts  which  affected 
himself,  and  came  within  the  scope  of  his  per- 
sonal observations.  The  representatives  of  the 
merchants  took  a  wider  scope,  and  entered  into 
general  reasonings  which  would  present  them- 
selves generally  to  the  minds  of  others,  and  to 
the  members  oi  the  Senate ;  this  explanation  is 
here  made  to  account  for  the  cause  why  the  for- 
mer testimony,  which  was  very  impressively  giv- 
en to  the  committee,  will  be  stated  in  detail,  and 
the  latter  be  presented  ina  much  more  compressed 
and  concise  form. 

Mr.  Leiper,  a  respectable,  wealthy,  and  exten- 
sive tobacconist,  and  a  proprietor  also  of  some 
stone  quarries,  which  furnish  considerable  build- 
ing stone  to  the  masons  in  Philadelphia,  informed 
the  committee,  that  he  had  been  long  and  exten- 
sively engaged  in  a  tobacco  manufactory.  He 
employs  upwards  of  a  hundred  workmen,  and 
the  expenses  of  his  business  amount  to  about  one 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars  a  daj ;  he  believes  that 
the  dissolution  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
would  produce  a  scene  of  distress  in  the  seaports 
unprecedented  in  our  country;  that  it  would  stop 
one-half  of  the  master  manufacturers  and  me- 
chanics of  the  city;  that  already  confidence  was 
nearly  destroyed ;  the  debts  due  to  manufacturers 
and  mechanics  were  on  open  accounts,  on  which 
it  was  impossible  to  make  collections  to  any 
amount  of  consequence;  that  the  manufacturers 
and  mechanics  must,  unless  the  state  of  things 
be  altered,  in  a  great  measure  stop  their  business 
and  dismiss  their  workmen,  and  very  many  of 
them  sacrifice  their  property,  or  lose  their  reputa- 
tion and  stop  payment.  Money,  he  said,  could 
not  be  commanded  a  short  time  since,  however 
good  the  security  offered ;  he  generally  met  his 
engagements  easily ;  he  had  however  shortly  be- 
fore leaving  home  occasion  to  remit  to  hts  cor- 
respondent at  Richmond,  where  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  having  considerable  quantities  of  tobacco 
purchased,  fourteen  hundred  dollars;  he  had  oa 
hand,  towards  this  sum,  ei^ht  hundred  dollars,  and 
found  considerable  difiiculty  in  procuring  the  re- 
mainder; it  had  however  t)een  done  since  he  left 
home,  and  remitted,  with  directions,  however,  to 
the  agent  to  make  no  more  purchases,  nor  to  enter 
into  any  new  contracts  for  his  account. 

Mr.  Lei|)er  further  stated^  that  the  pressure  for 
money  which  recently  existed  in  Philadelphia^ 
has,  ror  the  moment,  been  relieved,  althoug^h 
scarcely  any  sales  or  purchases  are  making,  ejc- 
cept  at  greatly  reduced  and  destructive  rates  to 
the  seller.  This  relief  had  been  obtained  by  the 
Bank  of  the, United  States  agreeing  to  continae 
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its  fall  discoQQts  to  the  4lh  of  March  next ;  and 
from  the  State  baoks,  caleulatinroii  the  forbear- 
ance of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  bavtDg 
liberally  issued  new  paper.  The  Bank  of  Penn- 
syWaoia,  of  which  Mr.  Lei  per  has  been  for  manjr 
years  a  director,  recently  let  out  in  one  week 
eigffaty  thousand  dollars  of  new  money ;  but  if 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  not  continued, 
this  momeotarf  relief  would  only  extend  the  eril, 
as  it  would  eolargpe  the  liabilities,  and  still  further 
increase  the  pressure  and  distress,  and  want  of 
money  which  ndust  then  arise. 

About  serenteen  years  since,  Mr.  Leiper  felt 
hurt  at  the  conduct  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  rejecting  his  paper;  he  left  the  bank 
and  did  his  business  elsewhere ;  since  that  time 
he  bad  heard  no  complaints;  he  believed  the 
concerns  of  the  bank  had  been  conducted  fairly 
and  liberally,  and  that  discounts  had  been  afford- 
ed to  democrats  as  well  as  to  federalists,  to  raan- 
ufacmrers  and  mechanics  as  well  as  the  mer- 
chants. 

Mr.  Leiper,  sir,  has  been  a  zealous  and  unwa* 
Tering  partisan  of  the  persons  now  in  power, 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
and  his  testimony  will  not  probably  be  thought 
entitled  to  less  weight  on  that  account. 

Mr.Grice^  a  respectable  master  ship  carpenter, 
in  large  business,  informed  the  committee  that 
there  are  now  building,  in  Philadelphia^  9,145 
tons  of  shipping,  a  list  of  which  he  exhibited  to 
the  committee,  a  larger  amount  of  tonnage  than 
was  erer  before  on  the  stocks  in  that  eity^  and 
which,  when  finished,  would  cost  about  a  million 
of  doUais;  that  the  whole  of  this  shipping  had 
been  contracted  for,  except  about  one  thousand 
tons;  that  the  work  was  to  be  done  and  deliver- 
ed in  the  course  of  the  ensning  Spring ;  that  there 
were  employed  in  the  city,  in  connexion  with 
this  business,  about  two  thousand  persons ;  that 
owing  to  the  apprehensions  excited  by  the  ex- 
pected non-renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  great  inconvenience  had  been 
already  experienced  by  all  classes  of  men  in  that 
city;  that  confidence  was  nearly  destroyed  ;  he 
conld  neither  obtain  money  to  pay  his  workmen 
or  to  carry  on  his  business ;  that  the  former,  un- 
less a  change  took  place,  he  must  dismiss;  that 
rach  had  been  the  rapia  growth  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  United  States,  it  was  difficult  to  pro- 
core  good  workmen,  it  was  highly  important  to 
^p  them  in  the  country,  and  would  be  extreme- 
ly disadvantageous  to  have  them  drawn  eut  of 
it;  that  already,  owing  to  the  great  increase  of 
skip-building  in  Canada,  agents  were  endeavoring 
to  induce  them  to  leave  the  United  States  for 
that  country,  where  they  could  earn  more  money 
than  at  home.  That  if  the  bank  were  obliged  to 
stop,  the  master  ship-carpenters  could  neither 
borrow  money  nor  collect  their  debts,  and  must, 
of  necessity,  dismiss  their  workmen,  in  which 
case  very  many  of  them  would  leave  the  United 
States,  and  probably  never  return.  That  he  did 
not  believe  that  more  than  two  or  three  of  the 
persons  who  bad  contracted  for  vessels,  in  the 
event  of  the  dissolution  of  the  bapk,  would  be 


able  to  fulfil  their  contracts ;  that  in  consequence, 
the  vessels  would  be  left  on  the  hands  of  the 
builders,  who,  on  their  part,  would  be  unable  to 
meet  their  engagements;  and  that  the  vessels 
must  finally  be  sold  for  the  most  that  they  would 
fetch,  probably  at  half  their  value,  to  the  great 
loss,  and  perhaps  ruin  of  the  builders. 

He  had  been  himself  largely  in  business,  and 
had  dealt  for  many  years  with  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States ;  he  had  ever  been  treated  liberally 
and  kindly  by  it ;  he  viewed  himself  indebted  in 
a  considerable  degree  for  his  present  standing  in 
society,  to  the  accommodation^  he  had  received 
at  that  bank ;  still,  in  the  course  of  his  business^ 
he  occasionally  took  notes,  at  three,  four,  or  six 
months,  which,  having  a  longer  time  to  run  than 
that  at  which  tne  bank  discounted,  of'sixty  days, 
he  found  it  convenient  to  convert  into  money; 
this  hitherto  heeould  always  readily  do,  by  carry- 
ing the  notes  (o  a  wealthy  merchant  for  whom 
he  sometimes  did  business,  and  who  hitherto  had 
always  been  willing  to  discount  them  for  him  at 
bank  interest ;  that  being  cut  ofi*  from  his  usual 
discounts  at  the  bank,  he  recently  endeavored  to 
avail  himself  of  this  resource,  but  found  it  wholly 
shut  against  him ;  that'  the  gentleman,  whose 
funds  had  hitherto  appeared  inexhaustible,  would 
now  afibrd  no  relief;  confidence  was  desti'oyed ; 
he  knew  not  who  was  safe ;  he  would  make  no 
new  discounts,  were  the  answers  he  obtained  in- 
stead of  money. 

Mr.  Grice  stated,  that  this  out-of-door  discount- 
ing had  been  of  fte^i  service  to  the  manufactu- 
rers and  mechanics,  as  they  could  frequently  get 
money  from  it,  when  they  could  not  obtaiif  dis- 
counts at  the  banks;  he  had  reason  to  believe 
that  the  amount  of  money  thus  employed  in  the 
city,  at  the  legal  and  advanced  rates  of  interest, 
was  not  less  than  seven  millions  of  dollars ;  that 
this  resource  was  now  wholly  cut  ofi*;  they  who 
had  money  would  not  loan  it  at  any  rate,  and 
kept  it  on  hand,  either  toeecure  it,  or  to  derive  an 
exorbitant  advantage  from  the  necessities  and 
sacrifices  of  others.  Mr.  Grice  believed,  that, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  all  classes  in  Philadel- 
phia were  in  favor  of  the  renewal  of  the  charter 
of  the  bank ;  without  it,  he  believed  great  num- 
bers of  persons  would  be  rendered  bankrupts, 
and  general  distress,  at  least  among  the  manurae- 
turers  and  traders,  would  ensue. 

Mr.  Vogdes,  a  master  house-carpenter,  in  ex- 
tensive business,  informed  the  committee  there 
were  at  this  time  building  about  fiv^  hundred 
brick  houses  in  Philadelphia,  two-thirds  of  which 
belonged  to  the  mechanics  of  the  eity,  who  are 
in  the  habit  of  purchasing  lots  of  land  on  credit^ 
and  who,  with  their  own  capitals,  which  in  many 
instances  are  small,  and  by  borrowing  of  the 
banks  or  of  individuals,  and  buying  materials  ou 
credit,  are  enabled  to  erect  buildings,  on  the  sale 
of  which  they  depend  for  the  means  of  meeting 
their  engagements;  that  he  himself  at  present 
owns  buildings  of  this  description,  on  the  sale  of 
which  he  had  calculated,  to  the  amount  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars.  He  employs 
one  hundred  wornnen. 
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Mr.  Vogdes  stated  that  be  had  been  ia  the  habit 
of  receiving  a  moderate  aceomroodation  at  the 
bank;  he  had  ever  been  well  treated  by  the  bank; 
the  directors  had  recently  reduced  his  notea,  but 
not  in  so  great  a  degree  as  the  State  banks  had 
done:  that  the  expected  termination  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  greatly 
incommoded  him,  and  others  probably  more ;  it 
had  nearly  suspended  all  business  among  the  man- 
ufacturers and  mechanics;  it  had  stopped  all 
aales  of  real  estate,  which  he  does  not  believe 
could  now  be  effected  at  so  hiffh  a  rate  within 
thirty  per  cent,  as  the  sales  could  have  been  made 
at  some  time  since ;  he  had  himself  eoffaged  to 
sell  two  houses,  one  for  ten  thousand  dollars,  the 
contractors  for  which  had  fallen  from  their  en- 
sagements,  under  one  small  pretence  or  another, 
but  really,  as  he  believes,  from  the  change  of 
times,  and  the  difficulty  there  existed  in  procur- 
ing monev  to  meet  the  engagements  even  of  the 
naost  wealthy  persons ;  be  himself  had  a  note  of 
one  of  the  most  respectable  and  undoubted  men 
in  the  city ;  he  offered  it  at  three  banks,  but  could 
not  obtain  a  discount  on  it,  and  was  finally  oblig- 
ed, in  order  to  meet  his  engagements  and  pay  his 
workmen,  to  sell  it  at  one-and-a-half  per  cent,  per 
month  discount.;  he  knew  a  broker  who  had 
notes  to  the  amount  of  half  a  million  of  dollars 
lyinff  by  him  for  sale,  which  were  considered 
good,  but  which  he  could  not  discount  at  any 
rate;  he  had  a  mortgage  which  he  was  con-> 
strained  to  sell  at  eighteen  per  cent,  for  twelve 
months;  and  his  son,  to  pay  his  workmen,  was 
obliged  to  have  his  note  discounted  on  the  best 
terms  at  which  it  could  be  done,  which  were  at 
two  per  cent  per  month. 

Mr.  Vogdes  is  concerned  in  some  rolling  and 
alittlng  mills,  which  work  about  five  hundred 
tons  of  iron  annually.  The  proprietors  have 
now  on  hand  about  one  hundred  tons  of  manu- 
factured iron ;  commonly  it  is  very  saleable — at 
fNresent,  owtn^  to  the  causes  that  have  been  men- 
tioned, there  is  no  demand  for  it.  It  is  usual  for 
manufacturers  of  iron  to  lay  in  their  stocks  when 
the  importations  are  largest,  generally  late  in  the 
Autumn  ;  this,  several  of  them  have  done.  The 
price  is  usually  from  $108  to  $120  per  ton— it 
lias,  however,  fallen,  from  the  pressure  of  the 
times,  to  eighty-five  dollars  per  ton.  This  differ^ 
cnce  the  manufacturers  must  suffer,  which,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  want  of  sale  for  their  manufactures, 
and  the  other  disadvanta^s  under  which  they 
labor,  if  relief  be  not  speedily  obtained,  must  ruin 
most  of  those  who  have  not  large  capitals  to  ea- 
able  them  to  susuin  the  shock. 

He  does  not  believe  that  political  considera- 
tions enter  at  all  into  the  direction  of  this  bank. 
He  has  no  knowledge  of  a  well-founded  com- 
plaint of  any  mechanic,  democrat  or  federalist, 
not  receiving  a  discount  if  entitled  to  it.  and  the 
circumstances  of  the  bank  would admit'of  it.  He 
stated  that  this  was  no  party  question  ;  that,  with 
a  very  few  exceptions,  all  classes  in  Philadelphia 
are  in  favor  of  the  renewal  of  the  charter  or  the 
bank.  He  is  authorized  to  say,  that  the  person 
who  now  has,  und  for  the  last  twelve  months  has 


had,  the  largest  accommodation  at  the  bank,  is 
one  of  the  Mst  known  and  most  leading  demo- 
crats in  the  city.  If  the  charter  be  not  renewed, 
it  is  his  opinion,  the  most  serious  and  general  dis- 
tress will  be  the  consequence. 

Mr.  Ord,  a  respectable  rope  manufacturer, 
stated  to  the  committee  that  he  worked  up  annu- 
ally in  his  manufactory  about  one  hundred  tons 
of  hemp;  that  he  seldom  wanted  discounts — 
when  he  did,  he  obtained  them  with  facility  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  l^tates,  where  be  had  been 
always  well  treated,  and  the  business  of  which, 
he  believed,  had  been  conducted  fairly  and  libe- 
rally, without  reference  to  any  party  or  political 
views  whatever.  He  had  hitherto  been  able  to 
carry  on  his  business  with  ease.  He  had  large 
debts  out,  but  oofr  all  confidence  was  destroyed  ^ 
he  could, collect  nothing — nor  could  he,  without 
receiving  his  debts  or  Irarrowing  money  to  meet 
his  engagements :  and,  if  times  did  not  change,  he 
must  stop  his  business  and  dismit^s  his  workmen,, 
as  must  most  of  the  other  manufacturers  of  cord- 
age in  the  city ;  that,  at  present,  all  business  was 
at  a  stand — no  sales  could  be  effected.  Hemp, 
which,  shortly  since,  was  at  $350  per  ton,  had 
fallen  to  $250,  without  finding  a  market.  He  had 
recently  bought  some  at  8200  per  ton,  which  had 
sustained  so  small  a  degree  of  damage  as  to  make 
it  scarcely  worth  naming.  Kentucky  yarns  were 
also  unsaleable,  although  there  were  never  so 
many  ships  on  the  stocks  in  Philadelphia,  and 
the  cordage  for  which  must  be  principally  man- 
ufactured from  these  yarns,  which,  but  for  the 
present  state  of  thio^,  would  have  risen  rather 
than  declined  id  .price,  as  the  vessels  building 
would  have  been  rigged  in  the  ensuing  Spring! 
that  the  cordage  for  them  would  have  been  want- 
ed nearly  at  the  same  time,  and  could  be  made 
much  sooner  from  yarns  than  from  hemp,  which 
would  have  given  them  the  preference. 

Mr.  Ord  fully  concurs  with  the  other  gentle- 
men in  the  distress  which  would  be  produced  in 
consequence  of  a  dissolution  of  the  charter  of  the 
bank. 

Mr.  Peering,  an  intelligent  and  respectable  cur- 
rier of  leather,  informed  the  committee  that  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  domestic  and  for- 
eign hides  to  a  large  amount,  which,  after  manu- 
facturing, he  sold  to  his  customers  in  the  interior, 
and  to  the  boot  and  shoemakers  in  the  city,  gen- 
erally on  a  credit  of  six  months — which,  how- 
ever, frequently,  extended  to  twelve  months  be- 
fore he  received  his  money ;  he  also  ships  con- 
siderable quantities  of  leather  to  other  parts  of 
the  United  Sutes.  There  are  about  forty  curriers 
in  Philadelphia,  and  from  two  to  three  thousand 
persons,  including  those  who  work  the  leather, 
are  dependent  on  this  manufactory  in  the  city ;  a 
considerable  number  of  whom,  he  believes,  (un- 
less some  relief  is  obtained)  from  the  present 
scarcity  of  money,  will  be  greatly  distressed,  and 
be  dismissed  from  employments  He  has  kept  his 
account  principally  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States;  has  alwavs  been  well  treated,  and  has 
derived  a  great  facility  in  his  business,  both  to 
the  North  and  South,  by  the  bank  coUectiog  hia 
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^ebts  for  bim,  and  passiog  the  amount  to  his 
credit  ID  Philadelphia,  free  of  commission  and 
the  risk  of  remitting  money.  This,  he  believes, 
is  generally  done  by  the  bank  for  the  merchants, 
maoufactorers,  and  mechanics^  who  miy  request 
it,aod  cannot  be  done  by  the  State  banks,  because 
^hey  haye  not  branches  in  the  different  seaports 
of  the  United  States,  even  if  they  had  the  dispo- 
sition  to  do  it.  He  has  hitherto  been  able  to 
command,  with  «ase,  as  la^ge  an  amount  of  mo- 
ney as  his  basiness  required ;  at  present,  he  can- 
not collect  bis  debts,  nor  sell  his  stock,  nor  get 
discoDots  ar  the  bank».  Having  failed  to  do  it 
at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  he  applied  to  a 
estate  bank,*  where  he  had  made  some  deposites, 
bat  without  aoccess. 

Mr.  Foering  states  that  confidence  is  beginning 
to  be  impair^  even  in  bank  paper.  He  shortly 
since  bought  some  hides  of  an  opnient  farmer, 
with  whom  he  had  dealt  before,  and  who  haa 
always,  wjthout  objection,  reoeived  his  payment 
io checks  or  bank  bills;  in  the  recent  sale,  he, 
however,  declined  at  first  to  receive  them — after 
some  persnaaion  he  did  take  them,  bat  immedi- 
ately went  to  the  bank  and  demanded  the  money 
and  took  it  home  with  him.  Very  many  of  the 
manufacturers  and  mechanics  have  accounts  open 
with  the  Bantk  of  the  United  States.  He  nas 
foood  discounts  more  readily  obtained  there  than 
at  the  State  bank.  When  he  left  Philadelphia, 
he  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  any  one  direct- 
or of  the  Imnks.  He  has  heard  no  complaints  for 
many  years  of  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  the  afiairs 
of  which  he  believes  to  be  liberally  and  honora- 
bly conducted.  He  believes  the  only  considera- 
tion with  them  in  discounting,  is,  whether  the 
paper  which  is  offered  be  good  or  bad,  without 
reference  to  political  principles  or  conduct  of  the 
party  offering  it.  > 

Mr.  Fearing  asserts  that,  in  Philadelphia,  this 
it  no  party  question;  nearly  all  classes  wiih  for 
a  continuance  of  the  bank.  He  does  not  believe 
there  are  a  hundred  master  manufacturers  and 
workmen  in  the  city,  who  would  not  readily  have 
signed  the  memorial  had  there  been  time  for  it. 
The  subscription  was  very  hastily  filled  np ;  for, 
although  it  contains  the  names  of  between  five 
and  six  hundred  master  manufacturers  and  me- 
chanics, and  not  one  name  of  any  other  descrip- 
tion, it  would  have  included  a  large  number  of 
others.  He  carried  round  one  of  the  memorials, 
and  met  with  scarcely  any  one  who  refused  to 
sign  it.  He  does  not  believe  one  out  of  a  hundred 
would  object  to  it— it  was  not  true  that  it  was  a 
party  question — he  was  a  democrat — the  whole 
delegation  were  democrats ;  some  of  them  were 
from  the  very  focus  of  democracy,  the  Northern 
Liberties ;  and  yet  they  were  anxious  the  charter 
of  the  bank  should  be  renewed ;  indeed,  if  it  were 
not,  or  some  pther  relief  obtained,  a  great  many  of 
the  mechanics  and  manufacturers  must  stop  their 
business,  dismiss  their  workmen,  and  some  of 
them  be  ruined,  as  they  could  now  neither  by 
loans  nor  by  collections  get  monejr  enough  to 
meet  their  engagements  and  pav  their  expenses. 
The  joarneymen  and  laboreia  nave  not  yet  felt 


the  pressure,  because  they  have  been  kept  in  em- 
ploy, from  the  hope  that  business  and  confidence 
would  be  renewed,  and  money  again  become  aa 
plenty  as  it  had  been.  Should  this  not  be  tha 
ease,  the  clamor  and  distress  will  then  be  heard 
and  felt  more  universally  and  extensively. 

This,  sir,  was  the  narration  which  was  moat 
impressively  delivered  to  the  committee.  In  the 
sentiments  of  the  delegation  there  was  no  vari* 
aoce;  ail  the  members  of  it. stated  the  anxietT 
and  wish  for  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  which 
pervaded  nearly  all  ranks,  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia. They  united  in  the  opinion  that  party 
considerations  did  not  mingle  with  the  question ; 
that  if  the  bank  were  permitted  to  run  dowo^ 
they  should  individually  be  great  sufferers ;  that 
a  spene  of  embarrassment  and  distress  would  over* 
whelm  great  numbers  of  the  citizens;  that  (he 
State  banks  could  afford  no  relief,  havinft  already 
extended  their  discounts  to  the  utmost  limits  of 
prudence,  calculating  on  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter, or  the  forbearance  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States ;  if  this  were  not  obtained,  the  mischiefs 
they  have  described  must  be  experienced,  and 
the  manufacturers  and  mechanics  would  fall  the 
first  sacrifices — for  the  merchants  were  in  the 
habit,  either  by  auction  or  otherwise,  of  selling 
their  property  for  endorsed  paper  or  collateral  se- 
curity, while  the  manufacturers  and  mechanics 
were  left  exposed  on  a  single  name,  as  it  never 
was  their  usage  to  demand  security,  nor  could 
they  do  it ;  were  they  to  attempt  it.  they  would 
give  offence  to  their  employees,  and  lose  not  only 
their  present  but  all  future  business  from  them  i 
and,  of  consequence,  severely  as  the  merchants 
would  suffer  by  this  unexampled  stopping  of  bu- 
siness, the  manufacturers  and  mechanics  would 
feel  it  still  more  seriously,  and  numbers  of  them 
undoubtedly  be  ruined. 

A  delegation  from  the  merchants  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  composed  of  very  respectable  men, 
and  equally  divided  as  i^ards  an  attachment  to 
the  two  great  political  divisions  in  our  country, 
were  heard  before  the  committee.  They  confirm- 
ed the  representations  that  had  been  made  aa  to 
the  conduct  of  the  bank— the  absence  of  party 
influence  from  its  management — the  interest 
which  was  excited  for  its  continuance— the  sta^^- 
nation  of  business,  and  the  prostration  of  credit, 
and  all  habits  of  punctuality,  which  they  believ- 
ed would  ensue  from  its  dissolution.  They  also 
stated  the  serious  loss  it  would  occasion  to  the 
Government  from  the  inability  of  the  importers 
to  pav  their  bonds,  and  their  disbelief  in  the  abil- 
ity ot  the  State  banks  to  afford  any  permanent 
relief.  These  centlemen  gave  it  as  their  opinion 
that  the  more  fiberal  these  banks  were  now,  the 
worse  would  oe  their  situation  when  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  ceased  its  discounts;  that  if 
the  affairs  of  that  bank  were  speedily  wound  up, 
the  State  banks  could  not  meet  their  engage- 
ments and  pay  for  the  notes  they  had  in  circiua- 
tion,  and  that  they  must  of  course  stop  payment 
as  well  as  the  merchants ;  that  in  such  a  state  of 
things,  the  depositors  would  withdraw  their  de- 
posites instantly,  and  the  bank  notes  which  wer« 
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in  eirealation  woald  immediately  retarn  apoQ 
the  banksy  wheo  they  would  be  unable  to  pay 
them ;  that,  already,  a  coasiderable  degree  of  sqs- 
picion  was  beginniDg  to  prevail  of  the  security 
of  bank  paper;  that  there  had  been  recently 
brought  to  the  Bank  of  North  America  notes 
whicD  had  been  issued  twenty  years  before,  and 
were  supposed  to  have  been  lost,  but  which  distrust 
bad  again  brought  to  light.  That  neither  naviga* 
tion  nor  merchandise,  nor  exchange,  howeyer  un- 
exceptionable, could  now  be  disposed  of^  except 
at  great  sacrifices;  that  flour  had  fallen  in  price 
from  elcTen  to  seven  and  three-quarters  of  a  dol- 
lar, or  eight  dollars  a  barrel ;  that  the  bouse  to 
which  one  of  the  gentlemen  belonged,  one  of  the 
first  in  point  of  standing  in  the  United  States, 
had  recently  received  orders  for  the  shipment  of 
thirty  thousand  barrels  of  flour,  which,  from  the 
uncertainty  of  finding  funds,  or  procuring  pur- 
chasers for  bills  of  exchange,  as  heretofore, lucra- 
tive as  was  the  commission,  they  had  declined  to 
execute.  That  it  was  the  belief  of  these  gentle- 
men that  the  dissolution  of  the  bank  and  tne  col- 
lection of  its  capital  at  so  unfortunate  a  period  as 
the  present,  when  so  much  property  was  other- 
wise absorbed  and  sequestered  abroad,  would  be 
attended  with  extremely  injurious  copseqnences 
to  the  commercial,  agricultural,  and  manufactur- 
ing interests,  and  to  the  revenue  and  prosperity  of 
the  country. 

Sir,  I  shall  neither  trespass  further  upon  your 
time,  nor  weaken  this  testimony  by  any  com- 
ments of  mine.  I  have  now  only  to  ask  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Senate  while  I  trouble  them  with 
a  few  additional  observations,  and  those  chiefly 
of  a  personal  nature.  Most  certainly,  sir,  I  am 
not  acting  under  the  bias  of  any  sinister  influence, 
or  partiality,  in  advocating  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  this  bank.  I  do  not  own  a  share  of  the 
stock,  nor  have  I  owned  one  for  a  considerable 
time  past^  nor  do  I  owe  to  the  institution  a  dollar. 
A  few  years  since  I  was  in  the  direction  of  one 
of  its  branches — the  Bank  in  Boston — and  I  was 
left  out  of  it  with  very  little  ceremony ;  not  be- 
cause I  had  abused  the  confidence  reposed  in 
me,  for  at  the  time  I  was  left  out  of  the  direction 
1  did  not  owe  to  the  bank  a  sins;le  cent,  either 
on  my  own  account,  or  as  surety  for  another,  and 
my  accommodation  at  the  bank  had  never  been 
larse.  I  was  then  yonng,  and  possessed  of  but 
little  property,  and  to  enable  me  to  exercise  an 
independence  of  action,  which  I  bope  ever  to 
preserve,  I  thought  it  proper  to  abstain  in  a  con- 
siderable degree  from  accommodations  to  myself, 
in  order  that  I  might  be  enabled,  if  necessary, 
more  freely  to  checx  undue  accommodations  to 
others.  Still,  sir,  this  was  a  conduct  towards  me 
not  calculated  to  produce  any  peculiar  partiality 
fof  the  institution.  It  is  true  I  was  subsequently 
ofiered.  from  a  source  which  I  respected,  a  seat 
again  at  the  Board  of  Directors,  with  the  nnder- 
atanding  that  I  should  retain  it  as  long  as  I  pleased^ 
This  I  declined,  and  should  ever  have  declined  it. 
Although  from  these  circumstances  it  cannot  be 
expected  that  I  should  feel  any  particular  regard 
for  the  bank,  yet  still  I  am  bound  to  say  I  feel  no 


hostility  towmrda  it.  1  believe  it  has  been  an  ex- 
tremely useful  institution ;  and  from  a  personal 
knowledge  of  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Branch  Bank  at  Boston,  I  freely  declare,  that  in 
my  opinion  rt  is  impossible  for  the  concerns  of  any 
moneyed  institution  to  be  conducted  with  more  cor- 
rectness, integrity,  and  imnartiality — with  more 
.discretion  towaras  the  public,  or  greater  safety 
towards  the  corporation  which  crea  ted  it.  I  know 
the  directors.  They  are  honorable*  and  estimable 
men— and  at  the  head  of  the  bank  is  a  gentleman, 
an  Bssex  junto  man  perhaps  he  may  be  called, 
who  would  grace  any  station  in  any  country. 

Sir,  I  have  received  from  the  most  nnmeroiu 
brancn  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  a  re- 
quest that  I  would  oppose  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter of  this  bank.  I  receive  the  request,  sir,  with  all 
the  deference  and  respect  which  is  due  from  me 
to  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  that  honorable 
body.  It  has  induced  me  to  examine  my  senti- 
ments, to  reweigh  and  deliberately  reflect  npon 
them.  Having  done  this,  and  having  come  into 
office,  without  an  intimation  of  a  wish  on  my 
part  for  public  life — without  a  single  stipalation 
as  to  my  political  opinions,  or  an  indication  of 
the  course  I  should  pursue,  lean  only  say.  I  shonid 
not  act,  on  a  question  in  which  I  constoered  the 
public  interests  as  implicated,  in  opoosition  to 
the  eonvtctions  of  my  own  mind,  deliberately 
formed^  in  consequence  of  the  request,  or  if  yoa 

S lease  instruction,  of  the  entire  Legislature  of  the 
Itate  which  I  have  in  part  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, much  as  I  Km  bound  both  by  duty  and  in- 
clination to  respect  it,  nor  in  consequence  of  the 
request  or  instruction  of  all  the  congregated  le- 
gislatures on  earth.  I  believe  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  bank  will  avert  many  evils,  and  1 
shall  vote  for  it. 

It  will  probably  be  said,  sir,  that  the  distresses 
which  will  be  incident  on  the  dissolution  of  the 
bank  have  been  greatly  exaggerated,  that  a  city 
in  this  vicinity  is  ready  to  meet  the  consequences, 
and  to  set  them  at  defiance.  Let  it  be  recollected, 
that  in  the  five  New  England  States,  a  country 
for  which  it  Is  both  my  pride  audi  pleasure  to 
avow  a  marked  partiality,  we  have  but  one  branch 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  that  with 
a  capital  of  only  $700,000.  Surely,  then,  if  a  single 
city,  with  a  population  of  thirty  or  forty  thousand 
persons,  can  meet  these  consequences,  we  can  sus- 
tain them — but  we  shall  undoubtedly  suffer  mach 
inconvenience,  not  however  so  great  a  degree  of 
it,  as  any  other  district  on  the  seaboard  of  the 
United  States. 

It  is  possible,  sir,  that  apprehension  may  have 
magnined  the  evils  which  are  to  flow  from  the 
dissolution  of  the  bank— it  is  possible,  in  this  un- 
tried state  of  things,  there  may  be  found  a  power 
of  expansion  in  the  moneyed  market  of  the  coan« 
try,  which  will  be  equal,  or  nearly  equal,  to  the 
unexpected  demand  that  may  be  made  upon  it. 
Should  this  be  the  result,  I  should  be  extremely 
p;ratified  to  have  been  mistaken.  I  should  rejoice 
in  my  own  disappointment. 

When  Mr.  Llotu  had  concluded  his  speecb 
the  Senate  adjourned  to  to-morrow  moniing. 
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W£0NB8DAT,  February  13^ 

The  eredeotlaU  of  Nicbolas  GiLMAiit  ap- 
pointed a  Seniitor  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate 
of  New  Hampshire,  for  the  term  of  six  years, 
comoieDciDg  on  the  4th  day  of  March  next,  were 
read,  and  onlered  to  lie  on  file. 

Mr.  Bbadlet,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  21st  January,  the  petition  of 
Moses  Austin  and  John  R.  Jones^  made  report. 

Whereupon,  the  further  consideration  of.  the 
petition  was  postponed  to  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  WoBTBiNQTOM,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
proridiog  for  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  lying  ib 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  a  tract  in  the  In* 
diaoa  Territory,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  W.,  from  the  committee  ta  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  in 
the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  appre- 
priationsfor  the  support  of  Government  for  the 

I  ear  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven ;"  and  the  bill 
arittg  been  amended,  the  President  reported  it 
to  the  House  accordipgly.  And  on  the  question, 
Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
making  a  further  distribution  of  such  laws  of  the 
United  States  ma  respect  the  public  lands,"  with 
amendments ;  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bilK 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Audrain;" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  establishing  navy 
hospibds;"  in  which  bills  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  itp  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  PassiDBNT  communicated  a  letter  from 
Robert  Beverly,  stating  that  he  had  resigned  his 
sppoiotment  to  the  office  of  President  of  the 
Union  Bank  of  Georgetown ;  and  the  letter  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Union 
Bank  of  Georgetown. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  establbh  the  districts  of  Mem- 
phreymagog,  of  Oswegatchie,  and  of  the  White 
Moantains.  On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  GiLUAM,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject,  made  report.     Wherec^on, 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
directed  to  pay  sixty-five  dollars,  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  Senate,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  opening  a  new-paMge  to  the  gallery  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Senate  Chamber. 

Mr.  WoRTBiiCGTON,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed the  4th  instant  to  consider  the  subject, 
reported  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate 
the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cvtmber- 


land,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of 
Ohio ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  respecting  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Anderson  5poke  in  support  of  his  motioft 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

When  he  concluded,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
remarking  on  the  lateness  of  the  nour,  &c.,  and 
the  probaDility  that  any  gentleman  wishing  to 
speak  could  scarcely  get  through  his  remarks  by 
tne  usual  period  of  adjournment,  moved  a  post- 
ponement of  the  subject  till  to-morrow,  and  to 
make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  that  day.— Car- 
ried—13  to  11. 


Thdbsdat,  February  14, 

Mr.  CuTTs,  from  the  committee,  reported  cor- 
rectly engrossed  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government  for  the  year  1811 ;"  and  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

RewUved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Mr.  CuTTs,  from  the  committee,  also  reported 
correctly  engrossed  the  bill  to  establish  the  dis- 
tricts of  Memphreymagog,  of  Oswegatchie,  and 
of  the  White  Mountains;  and  the  bill  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  '*Act  to  regulate  the 
laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio;*' 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Pe- 
ter Audram,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
Messrs.  Bradi^bt,  German,  and  WoBTaiNQTON, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  establishing  navy 
hospitals,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Gregg,  Llotu,  and  Goon- 
RicB,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  a  further  distribu- 
tion of  such  laws  of  the  United  Slates  as  respect 
the  public  lands,"  and  concurred  therein. 

Mr.  Brent,  from  the  committee- to  whom  were 
referred  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  Union  Bank  of  Georgetown."  reported 
them  without  amendment;  and  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Brent,  that  the  bill  and  amendments  be 
postponed  indefinitely,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  5,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Bradley,  Brent,  Clay,  Lambert,  and 
Whiteside. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Champlin^  Condit,  Craw- 
ford, FraaUin,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Goodrich^ 
Gregg,  Horsey,  Leib,  Lk>yd,  Mathewson,  Pickering, 
Reed,  Smitl^  of  Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Turner,  and  Worthington. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
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ameodmeots  to  the  bill  last  meDtloDed,  and  cod- 
curred  therein. 

A  measaee  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  second  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  provldiof  for  the  removal  of 
the  land  o£Sce  established  at  Nashville,  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  and  Canton,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio;  and  to  anthorize  the  register  and  receiver 
of  public  moneys  to  superintend  the  public  sales 
-of  land  in  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river,  and 
disagree  to  the  other  amendments.  They  have 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  cause  a  general  iudez  to 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  oe  made,  printed, 
and  distributed;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes;"  in  which  bills  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  SPATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
•cri)>ers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  passed 
on  the  25th  of  February  1791. 

The  question  being  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion— 

Mr.  GiLBS.— Mr.  President:  It  is  with  great 
reluctanee  that  I  find  myself  compelled  to  enter 
into  the  discussion  of  the  subject  now  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate,  but  the  observations 
which  fell  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  Crawford)  were  of  such  a  char- 
acter as  to  impos>3  on  me  an  irresistible  obligation 
to  present  that  view  of  the  subject  which  has  re- 
sulted from  the  best  reflections  I  hare  been  en- 
'  abled  to  bestow  on  it.   This  obligation  arises  from 
the  very  high  resrpect  I  entertain  for  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  I  have  the  honor  to  represent, 
the  great  respect  1  feel  for  the  gentleman  who 
made  the  observations,  as  well  as  from  the  respnect 
which  is  manifestijr  due  to  myself.    In  executing 
this  unpleasant  task,  I  labor  under  circumstances 
of  peculiar  embarrassment.    This  embarrassment 
arises  from  a  conviction  that  the  Tiews  of  the 
subject  now  proposed  to  be  exhibited  will  disap- 
point the  expectations  both  of  the  opposers  and 
the  favorers  of  the  bill,  and  that  they  will  not  be 
acceptable  to  either.    I  shall  not,  however,  in  this 
instance,  depart  from  my  invariable  habit,  when 
urged  by  duty  to  participate  in  debate  before  this 
honorable  body,  of  disclosing  in  the  most  undis- 
guised manner  my  real  opinions  upon  the  whole 
subject,  free  of  any  consideration  of  political  dif- 
ficulties or  inconveniences  which  may  conse- 
quentlv  affect  myself. 

In  the  first  place,  I  find  myself  called  upon  to 
oppose  a  law,  on  Constitutional  grounds,  which 
has  been  in  existence  for  nearly  twenty  years, 
and  during  that  period,  I  am  compelled  to  admit, 
has  been  acquiesced  in  by  the  several  State  gov- 
ernments, as  well  as  by  the  General  Gk)vernment, 
and  its  republican  administrations.  It  is  peculi- 
arly irksome  to  me  to  question  the  constitution- 
ality of  a  law  which  has  been  thus  and  so  long 


acquiesced  in,  because  it  tends  to  give  the  char- 
acter of  instability  to  Che  laws  generally,  and  in 
my  judgment,  tends,  also,  to  impair  the  sacred 
character  of  the  laws,  and,  of  course,  to  leMsa 
their  efficacy.    In  a  Government  like  ours,  where 
the  laudable  boast  of  every  citizen  is  that  he  lives 
under  a  government  of  laws,  and  not  of  men,  no 
subject  should  be  touched  with  naore  caution  and 
delicacv  than  one  whtph  questions  the  validity 
of  the  laws,  lessens  the  confidence  of  the  citizens 
in  them,  or  impairs  the  obligation  of  obedience 
to  them.    Tet,  sir,  the  course  of  observations  I 
propose  to  make  may  have  some  of  these  tenden- 
cies, which  I  should  extremely  regret,  and  this 
apprehension,  of  course,  produces  embarrassment. 
Connected  with  this  idea  is  another  circumstance 
of  embarrassment.    I  cannot  help  observing  the  i 
inordinate  zeal  manifested  by  the  opposers  of  this 
bill,  evidently  resulting  from  a  belief  that  its  re- 
jection will  lessen  the  powers  of  the  Federal  i 
Government.    Although  it  may  be  properly  di- 
rected in  the  present  instance,  yet  I  think  I  have 
seen,  and  fear  I  may  hereafter  see  the  same  spirit 
directed  against  some  of  the  |iowers  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  Government  which  I  have  deemed 
indispensable  to  its  own  preservation,  and  its  ben- 
eficial efficacy  towards  the  people.    It  maf,  per- 
haps, be  thought  by  some  not  becomioff  in  me  to 
say  that  I  have  not  been  an  inattentive  observer  of 
the  progress  of  this  Government  for  twenty  years, 
and  more  particularly,  since  the  Republican  partr 
came  into  power-    oome  of  the  scenes  through 
which  I  have  passed,  have  produced  an  impress- 
ive influence  on  my  mind.    Such  is  the  nature 
of  the  Government  that  its  administration  will 
vibrate  from  one  principle  to  another,  and  it  will 
always  require  great  wisdom  to  keep  its  oscilla- 
tions from  wandering  too  far.    Whilst  those  who 
preceded  us  in  power  endeavored  to  legislate  into 
the  Constitution  an  unnecessary  constructive  en* 
ergy,  leading  to  what  has  been  called  consolida- 
tion, it  appears  to  me  that  we  have  taken  too 
much  the  opposite  course,  leading  to  disunion 
and  dissolution,  by  depriving  it  constructively  of 
its  legitimate,  necessary,  and  proper  powers.     If 
this  course  snould  be  unfortunately  persevered 
in,  it  reouires  no  spirit  of  prophecy  to  foresee 
that  the  Government  will  fail  to  pieces  from  the 
want  of  due  energy  in  the  administration  of  its 
legitimate  powers,  ot  that  some  extraordinary 
means  must  be  resorted  to  for  its  resuscitation. 
When  we  cast  our  eyes  abroad,  and  see  the  wls- 

f^ressions  committed  on  our  rights  by  all  the  bel- 
igerents,  &c. ;  when  we  reflect  that  we  cannot 
calculate  upon  a  perpetual  exemption  from  inrars 
and  other  political  calamities,  the  common  lot  of 
all  nations ;  when  we  look  at  home  and  see  the 
State  Governments  interfering  with  and  cootrol- 
ling  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Government, 
even  in  relation  to  measures  directed  to^wards 
these  aggressing  belligerents;  when  we  look 
around  us  at  home  and  see  everv where  the  invet- 
erate struggles  amongst  political  partisans  for  po* 
litical  power ;  when  we  recoUect  the  number  of 
choice  spirits  amongst  us  not  content  with  the 
dull  pursuits  of  civil  life;  when  we  look  at  oai 
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extensive  defeoeeless  frootier,  aloiMt  without 
Umits,  aod  see  slmost  eirery  year  ambitious,  eo* 
lerprisin^  iDdtTidimls  wtih  hostile  arms  id  their 
bands,  rused  in  defiance  of  the  authority  of  the 
United  Slates,  d^.,  fte.,  it  appears  to  me  wonder* 
fol  that  gentlemen  should  be  delighted  with  cur- 
tailing the  Constitutional  powers  of  tbeGbrern- 
meat  and  enfeebling  its  necessary  energies.  It  is 
the  more  wonderful  when  We  see  the  same  gen- 
tleinen,  who  seem  to  consider  erery  curtailment 
of  power  as  an  individual  triumph  to  thetnselves, 
the  most  clamorous  against  the  Government  for 
not  taking  a  manlv  attitude  in  repelling  foreign 
agressions,  to.)  oc.  It  appears  to  me,  sir,  we 
often  see  the  same  g:entlemen;  with  the  best  and 
most  patriotic  iBteBtion^  indulging  in  these  irrec- 
oncilable opinions.  This  is  not  the  first  time  I 
have  endeavored  in  a  solemn  and  impressive  man- 
ner to  present  this  subject  to  the  view  of  the 
party  now  in  power.  Hitherto  my  efforts  have 
beea  unavailing. 

LfCt  me  now  indolffe  a  hope  that  these  reflec- 
tions will  meet  with  due  consideration  from  those 
now  entrusted  by  the  people  with  the  manage- 
ment of  their  dearest  interests.    If  inducements 
to  these  observations  were  called  for,  surely,  suf- 
ficient could  be  found  during  the  Republican  Ad- 
ministrations.   I  need  only  call  your  attention, 
sir,  to  the  lessons  afforded  m  the  ineffieacy  of  our 
measures  to  repel  forei^  agressions,  to  'assert 
onr  rights,  and  do  ourselves  justice,  &c.,  and  the 
causes  which  have  led  to  this  inactivity  and  fee- 
blenett  of  the  Government.    They  will  not  be 
found  in  any  defect  of  powers  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, because  in  that  respect  they  are  unlimited  ; 
it  is  because  gentlemen,  froin  various  weak  and 
^oundlMs  alarms  and  apptvhensioos,  have  been 
nnwtiling  to  exert  the  legitimate  energies  of  the 
Constitution  for  those  great  objects.    They  have 
theorized  and  criticized  themselves  into  such 
fears  of  the  undue  exercise  of  power^  that  they 
will  not  duly  exercise  it  when  indispensably 
necessary  to  the  national  character  and  interests. 
It  is  not  my  wish  to  extend  the  powers  of  the 
Constitution  beyond  the  fair  and  candid  inter- 
pretation of  its  meaning,  because  that,  in  my 
judgment,  will  be  sufBcitat  for  all  salutary  pur- 
poses.   I  only  regret  the  unwiUingness  of  gentle- 
men to  act  up  to  that  point,  and  the  probable  con- 
sequences resulting  Irpm  that  indisposition.    I 
have,  also,  to  unite  with  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  CaAWPdao)  io  expressing  my  re- 
gret that  in  discossing  this  subject,  both  within 
and  without  the  walls  of  Congress,  and  particv- 
larly  in  varieus  Republican  newspapers,  an  un- 
wise spirit  and  zeal  should  have  been  manifested, 
which,  being   more  repulsive  than  persuasive, 
have,  I  verily  believe,  tended  to  defeat  their  own 
object^od  to  put  at  hazard  the  rejection  of  the 
bill.     Why,  on  this  subject  particularly,  should 
we  witness  such  a  displav  of  intolerance  and  de- 
nnnciatioQ?    Why  the* illiberal  assertion  of  im- 
proper motives  to  the  Republican  members  who 
support  the  bill?    Can  any  good  result  to  the 
nation,  to  the  Republican  party,  or  to  the  favored 
side  of  tha  question,  by  this  course  of  conduct? 


May  it  not  produce  an  injurious  influence  on  allt 
The  subject  certainly  presents  fair  grounds  for  a 
difference  of  opinion  amongst  individuals ;  and 
even  amongst  Republicans,  without  searehin|f  for 
the  causes  of  this  difference  in  corrupt  motives. 
Why,  then,  upon  this  particular  occasion,  should 
the  free  exercise  of  opinion  be  hunted  down  by 
a  spirit  of  intolerance  or  denunciation?    It  was 
this  spirit  which,  more  than  any  other  cause, 
blasted  the  hopes  of  the  republican  priuciples  in 
France, and, irindulged  in  to  excess,  will  destroy 
it  in  any  other  country  upon  earth.    In  the  ■  due 
administration  of  a  republican  Government,  truth 
and  right  alone  ouffht  to  be  sought  after,  and  they 
can  only  be  found  by  leaving  the  mind  free  to 
investi^tioB,  by  guarantying  to  all  its  faculties 
the  most  perifect  exemption  from  all  terror  and 
aUrm.    I  hesitate  not  to  say  that,  in  my  judg- 
ment, this  spirit,  if  indulged  in,  will  become  more 
dangerous  to  the  due  administration  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, more  deleterious  to  its  proceedings,  than 
the  adoption  of  anyone  single  measure,  however 
unwise  or  impolitic— even  than  the  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  for 
twenty  years,  which  now  seems  to  be  the  cause, 
or  the  pretext  for  exciting  and  stimulating  this 
unfortunate  spirit.    I  am  ready  to  admit,  too,  that 
I  have  never  seen  this  spirit  displayed  with  more 
positive  assertion  and  bold  denunciation  upon 
any  question  than  upon  the  present.    This  cir- 
cumstance 'induced  tne  gentleman  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  Crawpobo)  to  indulge  himself  in  severe 
and  most  sensitive  invectives  upon  this  topic, 
and,  in  my  judgiiient,  not  without  cause.    But 
it  would  have  afforded  me  great  pleasure,  If  the 
gentleman  could  have  prevailed  on  himself  to 
nave  viewed  these  proceedings  ''  in  the  calm  light 
of  mild  philosophy,"  and  not  to  have  presented 
to  the  Senate  an  example  in  himself,  in  appear- 
aiice  at  least,  of  the  passions  aqd  prejudices  he  so 
justly  reprehended  in  others*    I  thiok  I  do  not 
mistake  myself,  Mr.  President,  when  I  profess  to 
enjoy  the  most  entire  exemption  from  tnis  bane- 
ful spirit  of  intolerance — when  I  profess  to  feel 
the  greatest  respect  for  the  gentlemen  who  dif- 
fer irom  me  on  this  occasion,  and  for  their  mo- 
tives, when  I  profess  to  express  all  possible  indul- 
gence and  foroearance  towards  the  opinions  of 
those  gentlemen,  and  feel,  at  the  same  time,  con- 
scious that  I  shall  stand  in  need  of  the  same  lib- 
erality myself,  from  both  sides  of  the  question. 
Indeed,  sir,  I  would  not  deign  to  accept  a  victory 
in  argument,  founded  solely  upon  the  ascription 
of  improper  motives  to  my  antagonist.    It  is  my 
intention  to  give  the  arguments  of  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  sidc^  of  the  question  the  most  impar- 
tial and  attentive  consideration.    I  know  the 
gentlemen  are  personally  entitled  to  it,  and  their 
observations  merit  it. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Cbawpobo,)  who  reported  this  bill,  as  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee^  to  whom  the  subject  was 
generally  referredi  excited  not  a  little  surprise  in 
my  mind  by  the  prefatory  remarks  which  fell 
from  him  in  support  of  it.  The  gentleman  pre- 
faced his  arguments  by  observing,  ^  that  it  had 
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latterly  become  the  fashion  to  eulogize  the  Con- 
stitution  of  the  United  Slates ;  and  that  when- 
ever he  heard  lavish  encomiums  applied  to  it,  he 
coold  not  help  apprehending  mischief."    I  ac- 
knowledge I  could  not  comprehend  the  bearing 
of  this  remark  upon  the  question  under  discus- 
sion.   I,  sir,  have  long  been  in  the  habit  of  ven- 
erating the  Constitution,  and  have  often  expressed 
my  admiration  at  the  wisdom  o(  its  provisions; 
and  I  really  had  hoped  that  I  might  have  been 
indulged  in  these  sentiments  and  prepossessions, 
and  even  the  expression  of  them  upon  proper 
occasions,  without  exciting  in  the  mind  of  any 
ffentleman  apprehensions  of  mischief;  nor  can  I 
divine  what  species  of  mischief  the  centleman 
apprehends  from  that  cause.  Mr.  President,  when 
we  look  over  the  whole  world  known  to  us; 
when  we  particularly  cast  our  eyes  over  that 
part  of  it,  with  which  w^  have  the  most  inti- 
mate relations ;  when  we  see  the  rapid  strides 
which  despotism  is  making  over  the  whole  hu- 
man race;  when  w:e  observe  the  various  and 
powerful  naeans  now  in  use  to  rivet  its  immova- 
ble dominion  upon  mankind;  when  we  reflect 
that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  now 
affords  the  only  practical  experiment  upon  the 
republican  principle,  and  the  only  and  last  hope 
for  the  preservation  and  extension  of  the  liber- 
ties of  man ;  is  it  wonderlbl  or  alarming,  that 
we  should  feel  and  express  some  partiality  and 
even  veneration  for  an  instrument  of  so  peculiar 
a  character  ?  or  should  even  endeavor  to  teach 
others  to  venerate,  to  cherish,  to  support  it  ?    An 
instrument,  whose  provisions  at  least  exempt  ns 
from  the  general  scene  of  despotism,  and  may 
eventually  extend  their  blessings  to  the  whole 
human  race?    Or  if,  in  dwelling  upon  the  wis- 
dom and  importance  of  its  provisions,  we  might 
pass  over  some  possible  defeeu  without  scrutini- 
zing them  with  an  hypercritical  eye,  micfht  not 
the  omission  be  indulged  without  producing  ani- 
madversion or  censure  ?    Sir,  we  all  venefate  the 
republican    principle.    I    know  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  (Mr.  Grawforo)  does ;  nor  do  I 
pretend  that  my  devotion  to  it  is  greater  than 
nis ;  but,  sir,  I  have  given  the  greatest  attention 
to  the  observations  of  the  gentleman  upon  the 
Constitution ;  and  I  can  now  say  that  my  vener- 
ation lor  the  instrument,  and  admiration  at  the 
wisdom  of  its  provisions,  are  not  at  all  impaired 
nor  diminished,  notwithstanding  the  gentleman's 
criticisms,  ^.    I  will  now,  Mr.  President,  en- 
deavor to  exhibit  the  general  character  of  the 
Constitution ;  to  point  out  the  mode  for  its  cor- 
rect interpretation,  and  apply  it  to  the  subject 
now  under  consideration.    In  doing  so,  I  propose 
to  follow  the  course  of  observations  made  by  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  who  re- 
ported the  bill. 

The  gentleman  proceeded  to  remark,  that  in 
Ukiog  a  review  of  the  Constitution  he  found 
ffeneral  as  well  as  incidental  powers  enumerated 
tnerein.  I  did  not  see  the  precise  application 
the  gentleman  intended  to  make  of  this  remark, 
but  I  have  been  induced  to  review  the  Constitu- 
tion in  reference  to  this  subject,  and  it  does  ap- 


pear (o  me,  that  the  elasstfication  and  definitim 
of  powers  is  as  well  arranged  as  human  wisdom 
could  devise.    I  know  that  nothing  is  perfect 
which  is  the  work  of  nan ;  that  no  language  it 
capable  of  perfect  definition.    But,  as  far  as  defi- 
nition can  be  drawn  from  language,  I  cooceire 
the  Constitution  exhibits  as.  perfect  an  example 
as  is  in  existence.    In  the  next  place,  the  eentk- 
man  remarked  that  there  was  a  number  of  cases 
in  which  Congress  had  departed  from  the  parac- 
ular  enumerated  powers  in  the  ConMitntion,  aod 
had  resprted  to  implication,  or  construction  for 
4he  derivation  of  its  powers.    The  remark  is 
perfectly  correct,  and  I  am  very  ready  to  admit 
that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  carrying  into  effect 
enumerated  powers  in  any  instruonent  whaterer, 
without  the  intervention  of  certain  deriratire 
and  impliisd  powers.    But  if  the  gentleman  faid 
succeeded  in  showing  that  there  had  been  aber- 
rations by  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stiles 
from  the  enumerated  powers  of  the  Constita- 
tioa,  would  he  think  it  correct  to  use  those  aber- 
rations as  precedents  for  still  farther  aberrations  f 
Ought  they  not  rather  to  be  considered  as  me- 
mentoes on  the  part  of  Congress  to  induce  ihem 
to  tread  with  more  care,  and,  if  they  find  that 
their  former  errors  could  not  be  supported  bf  i 
fair  and  candid  construction  of  the  Constitatiofi, 
to  restrain  the  laws  within  its  wholesome  pro- 
visions?   Certainly  that  is  the  use  to  which  the 
history  of  errors    present^  by  the  hooorsble 
gentleman  from  Georgia  ought  to  be  applied. 
But,  before  I  proceed  to  examine  the  subject 
with  more  accuracy,  I    cannot  avoid  to  ei- 
press  my  surprise  at  another  observation  which 
fell  from  the  gentleman.    The  gentleman  ob- 
served, that  the  argument  drawn  from  the  dis- 
tinction between  ends  and  means  was  "  incom- 
prehensible ;^'  and  he  went  so  far  as  to  call  it 
'^  nonsensical  jargon.''    It  is  not  only  compreben- 
sible  to  me,  sir,  as  I  conceive^  but,  in  my  opinioiu 
is  the  only  way  in  which  a  just  construction  of 
the  Constitution  is  to  be  attained.    This  resoJts 
from  the  peculiar  nature  and  organization  of  tbe 
instrument.    Permit  me  here  to  endeavor  to  il- 
lustrate my  idea  by  a  reference  to  the  Constito- 
tion  itself.    The  Constitution  is  an  instramenc 
which  grew  out  of  the  situation  of  the  United 
States  at  the  time  of^  and  preceding  its  adoption; 
and  to  show  that  the  Constitution  recited  tbe 
great  objectsof  its  formation,  and  then  prescribed 
the  means  for  carrying  them  into  effect,  I  bef 
leave  to  refer  to  a  part  of  the  instrument  itself. 
The  preamble,  like  aili  other  preambles,  was  de- 
signed to  express  the  objects  of  the  instrument 
or  the  ends  to  be  effected  by  its  provisions.  ''We, 

*  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form 
'  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  insure 
'  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common 
'  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  se- 

*  cure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and 
'  our  posterity ;  do  ordain  and  esUiblish  this  Oon- 

*  stitution  for  the  United  States  of  America." 
What  is  the  plain  language  of  this  preamble? 
The  answer  is  obvious.  That  certain  great  ends 
or  objtetB  are  here  proposed  to  he  effected.    la 
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what  mode,  or  by  what  meane  are  (hdy  to  be 
effected  ?  The  preamble  tells  yoa,  sir,  **  by  es- 
tthlisbio^  this  ConsCitatioo  for  the  United  States 
of  America."  That  is  the  mode  in  which  these 
ffreat  ende  are  proposed  to  be  efiected,  and  the 
bodf  of  the  instram^nt  prescribes  the  means, 
which  were  deemed  necessary  and  proper  to  the 
effecmation  of  these  eruls*  This  subject  will  be 
better  understood  by  throwing  the  mind  back  to 
the  period  of  time  when  this  Constitution  origi- 
nated, and  reviewing  the  peculiar  political  situa- 
tion of  the  United  States  tneo,  and  for  some  time 
SDtecedeotlf  thereto. 

At  the  time,  and  antecedently  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  present  Constitution,  the  existing 
State  gorernments  were  in  possession  of  all  the 
powers  Of  sovereignty,  subject  only  to  feeble  and 
iaefficieot  articles  or  confederation,  without  the 
means  of  executing  their  own  will,  and  resting 
for  iu  execution  solely  on  requisitions  upon  the 
respective  States,  which  might  either  comply  or 
refose  to  comply  with  such  requisitions  at  tneir 
discretion.    A  non-comptiance  was  almost  inva- 
riaUy  the  result  of  State  deliberations,  and  hence 
the  feebleness  of  the  old  Confederation.    The 
present  Constitution  was  adopted  as  the  remedy 
for  this  great  and  alarming  eril.    Without  it, 
disnoion  and  ruin  to  the  States  would  hare 
been  the  inevitable  consequence,  because,  upon 
actual  eiperiment,  the  States  were  found  otterly 
incompetent  to  the  due  administration  of  all 
the  powers  of  sorereigntjr  intrusted  to  their 
management.    The  reason  of  this  incompetency 
was,  that  some  of  the  most  important  powers 
of  sovereunty  inherently  possessed  a  geogra- 
phical influence  beyond  the  geographical  lim- 
its of  the  several  States  individually,  and  their 
jurisdiction  could  not  transcend  their  geographi- 
cal Jiffliis.    Of  this  description  of  powers  is  the 
power  to  declare  war,  dbc.,  to  regulate  com- 
merce, ^.,  and  all  the  other  enumerated  powers 
of  the  Constitution.    In  consequence  of  the  con- 
flicting systems  adopted  by  the  several  States  in 
relation  to  some  of  these  powers,  which  were 
then  in  practical  operation ;  particularly  in  the 
coBflietio^  regulations  of  commerce,  the  States 
were  getting  into  the  most  serious  collisions,  dec. 
Thf  formidable  evils  necessarily  growing  out  of 
tbe  state  of  things  required  a  formidable  and 
competent  remedy.    The  great  subject  for  the 
contemplation  of  every  reflecting  mind  in  Amer- 
ica was,  what  that  remedy  should  be?    The 
wise  framers  of  our  admirable  Constitution,  after 
rest  deliberation,  conceived  and  etecuted  the 
osly  pnctieable  expedient.    It  consisted  in  sep- 
vating  tbe  powers  of  sovereignty ;  in  establish- 
loff  a  General  Government,  and  conferring  on  it 
ill  tile  powers  of  sovereignty  whose'  geographi- 
cal inflaence  was  found  co-extensive  with  the 
S«ograpbical  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  re- 
MfTing  to  the  State  governments  respectively 
those  powers  which  were  of  a  mere  local  char- 
acter, and  which  possessed  no  tnflueiice  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  States  respectively.    And  also 
to  confer  on  the  General  Government  "all  the 
acans  necessary  and  proper*'  for  executing  its 


own  laws  hi  relation  to  these  enumerated  pow- 
ers, without  any  dependence  upon  requisitiohs 
from  the  respective  State  governments  for  this 
indispensable  object.  The  idea  was  a  grand  one. 
and  executed  with  an  admirable  simplicity,  and 
the  most  consummate  wisdom.  Hence  it  appears 
that  the  great  object  of  the  framers  of  the  Con* 
stitution  was  to  establish  a  General  or  Federal 
Government,  and  to  confer  on  it  ail  the  powers 
of  sovereignty,  which  in  their  nature  add  char- 
acter possessed  an  infloence  co-extensive  witb 
the  United  States,  and  to  reserve  to  the  previ- 
ously existing  State  governmetUs  all  the  powera 
of  sovereignty  of  a  more  local  character,  and 
whose  influence  did  no(  extend  beyond  the  geo- 
graphical limits  of  the  States  respectively,  and 
therefore  could  be  rendered  completely  subservi- 
ieot  to  State  jurisdiction  and  management.  These 
are  the  means  prescribed  in  the  Constitution  for 
effecting  the  ends  expressed  in  the  preamble.  To 
the  administrators  of  the  (General  Government 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  have  said :  We 
give  to  you  all  the  powers  of  sovereignty  of  a 
general  character ;  and  to  the  administrators  of 
the  State  governments,  they  have  said :  We  re- 
serve to  you  all  the  powen  of  sovereignty  of  a 
local  character.  I  verily  believe,  that  if  those 
various  Governments  should  be  administered 
with  the  wisdom  with  which  this  separation  of 
powers  was  made  in  the  body  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  people  of  the  United  States  will  not  be 
disanpointed  in  the  great  and  interesting  objects 
proclaimed  in  its  preamble.  But  I  cannot  help 
expressing  some  apprehensions,  that  from  an  in^ 
correct  understanding  of  the  Constitution,  from 
an  unwise  spirit  of  jealousy,  a  disposition  to  strip 
the  Government  of  its  necessary  and  proper  en- 
ergies, dbc.,  the  admin istraton  of  the  (govern- 
ment may  not  only  disappoint  the  just  expecta- 
tions of  the  people  in  this  res|>ect,  but  may  lead 
to  incalculable  political  mischiefs  and  disasters. 
This  arrangement  was  in  my  ludgment  indispen- 
sable to  tbe  preservation  of  tfaie  republican  prin- 
ciple, and  ali-impprtant  to  the  dearest  interests  of 
the  people  of  tbe  United  States.  As  far  as  the 
practical  experiment  has  been  carried,  it  has 
been  attended  with  the  happiest  effects.  I  still 
hope  for  the  best  in  its  future  operations;  but  I 
also  hope  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  expressing  some 
fears,  arising  from  various  manifestations  of  im- 
beciUty  in  measures  relating  to  our  internal  as 
well  as  external  concerns.  From  this  short  his- 
tory of  the  origin  of  the  Constitution,  and  the 
causes  which  produced  it,  it  evidently  appears, 
that  the  General  or  Federal  Government  is  in  its 
nature  and  character  a  Government  of  enumer- 
ated powers,  taken  from  previously  existing  State 
governments,  enumerated  and  conferred  on  itj 
reserving  all  unenumerated  powers  to  the  State 
governments,  or  to  the  people  in  their  individ- 
ual capacities..  But  if  any  doubts  had  existed 
upon  this  subject,  two  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution, growing  out  of  some  jealousies  lest  a 
contrary  interpretation  should  be  ^iven  to  the 
Constitution,  have  been  adopted;  which  ought  to 
put  this  question  to  rest  forever.    The  9th  and 
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10th  articles  of  amettdmeots  to  the  Conttitotion 
are  as  follow : 

*^  The  eoameration  in  the  Constitation  of  cer- 
'  lata  rights  shall  not  be  construed  to  deny  or  dis- 

*  parage  others  retained  by  the  people."    "  The 

*  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by 
'  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 

*  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectirely, 
'  or  to  the  people.''  Now,  sir,  can  language  be 
more  explicit  than  this,  in  declaring  that  this 
charter  contains  certain  enumerated  powers,  and 
that  all  not  enumerated  are  reserved  to  the  States 
or  to  the  people  ?  There  is  one  article  reserving 
rights  to  the  people,  and  afterwards  another  arti- 
cle reserving  them  to  the  States  and  to  the  peo- 
ple. While  on  this  subject,  I  beg  leare  to  read 
B  clause  in  the  Constitution,  which  I  find  among 
the  enumerated  powers,  and  which  has  been  con- 
strued hj  some,  as  intended  to  convey  a  general 
grant  of  powers  among  the  enumerated  powers. 
«<  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect 

*  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the 
'  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
<  general  welfare  of  the  United  States."  The 
words  '^  nnd  to  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare,^'  have  bv  some  been  con- 
sidered as  conveying  a  general  grant  of  power. 
Nothing  is  necessary  to  show  that  this  is  not  a 
fair  and  correct  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, but  reading  it  with  attention.  These  terms 
contain  no  ^rant  of  power  whatever,  but  are 
used  to  express  the  ends  or  objects  for  which 
particular  granu  of  power  were  given.  Paying 
the  debts  and  providing  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare  are  great  objects,  intimately 
connected  with  the  particular  grants  of  power 
which  are  given  for  their  effectuation ;  and  with- 
out these  particular  srrants  of  power,  it  would 
not  have  been  possible  for  Congress  to  effect 
them.  The  framers  of  the  Constitution  have 
simply  selected  some  of  the  objects  expressed  in 
the  preamble,  and  declared  that  to  effisct  them, 
and  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  United  States,  were 
the  considerations  which  induced  them  to  give 
to  Congress  the  "  power  to  lay  and  collect  tax- 
es," dbc.  Thus  taxes  are  to  be  laid,  dbc.  "  to  pay 
the  debts,  and  to  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare."  Could  they  have  chosen 
a  more  appropriate  phraseology?  The  plain 
language  to  Congress  is :  ^  Tou  shall  have  pow- 
er to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  to  pay  the  debts," 
^c,  and  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare,  or,  in  other  words,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  the  debts,  dtc.,  and  of  providing 
lor  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare. 
These  words  do  not  contain  a  general  grant  of 
powers,  but  express  the  objects*  of  a  particular 
grant  of  powers.  The  framers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion could  not  have  done  an  act  so  absurd  as  to 
make  a  general  grant  of  powers,  among  an  enu- 
meration of  specified  powers. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  President,  proceed  to  examine 
those  instances  which  the  gentleman  has  pre- 
sented of  the  supposed  aberrations  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  from  the  enumerated 
powers,  and  I  think  it  will  not  be  difficult  to 


show  that  there  is  not  a 'single  instance  qootcd, 
but  which  is  deducibie  from  a  fair  and  cornet 
interpretation  of  the  express  words  of  the  Con* 
stitution,  giving  them  their  common  and  appro- 
priate meaning. 

The  first  instance  presented  to  our  consklen- 
tion  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  6eor^ 
fMr.  Cra.wforo)  of  the  exercise  of  a  power  by 
Congress  not  enumerated  in 'the  ConstitatioD, 
was  the  erection  of  light-houses.  The  geDtl^ 
man  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Lloto.)  to  whoe 
dispassionate  observations  I  listened  with  ifrnt 
pleasure,  superadded  the  instance  of  the  ereeuos 
of  custom-houses.  On  these,  both  of  the  geotl^ 
men  seemed  to  place  great  reliance,  as  casei  it 
point  with  the  one  under  consideration.  Botk 
these  powers  I  conceive  are  given  to  CoDgren 
by  the  express  words  of  the.ConstitatioD ;  bat  if 
I  should  be  mistaken  in  this  idea,  they  are  cer- 
tainly comprehended  as  incidental  and  subserrin 
ent  to,  or  in  other  words,  ^  necessary  and  proper" 
for  carrying  into  effect  some  of  the  enQmented| 
powers. 

The  express  words  of  the  Constitution  gire  to 
Congress  the  power  **  to  lav  and  collect  taxe^ 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises,"  dte. ;  **  to  regalite 
commerce  with  foreign  nations  among  the  ser^ 
oral  Sutes,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes;"'' to ex^ 
ercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  whiterer^ 
&c.,  over  all  places  purchased  hr  consent  of  thj 
Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  the  samesbi^ 
be,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arseoal!^ 
dock^yards,  and  other  needful  buildings.''  F^iti 
these  clauses  of  the  Constitution,  taken  in  eoih 
nexion  with  each  other,  I  think  Congress  pon 
sesses  the  power  to  erect  lijght-houses  and  cut- 
tom-houses  by  the  express  words  of  the  Coosb* 
tution  ;  for  both  of  these  descriptions  of  hoasc« 
must  necessarily  be  included  within  the  tenfl 
"  needful  buildings,"  or  the  only  constractnM 
which  is  at  all  applicable  to  these  cases  i;,  thai 
needful  buildings  is  the  general  term,  sad  ligbt 
houses  and  custom-houses  are  particular  ipstase^ 
or  examples  under  the  general  term ;  or,  if  I  n>i] 
be  so  allowed  to  express  my  ideas,  needful  buildiogt 
may  be  considered  as  the  genus,  of  which  Hgbt 
houses  and  custom-houses  are  particular  species 
The  reason  with  the  framers  of  the  Constitatioi 
for  usin^  this  general  term  is  obvious.  Ft  wsj 
because  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  foresee  al 
the  particular  species  of  needful  buildings,  whiei 
might  become  necessary  to  the  salutary  oper» 
tions  of  this  Qovemment  in  the  course  of  iti 
complicated  and  dite  administration ;  they  tbfre 
fore  wisely  left  that  subject  to  the  discnssioD  o 
Congress,  restrained  and  limited^  nevertheless,  b| 
the  requisition  of  the  consent  of  the  I'^fi^'^'^f^ 
of  the  States  respectively,  in  every  case  propow 
/or  the  exercise  of  this  discretion.  That  thisj 
ft  plain  and  correct  interpretation  of  the  Coosti 
tution  is  evinced  by  the  concurrent  opiiiions  o 
every  Legislature  of  every  State,  which  bi 
heretofore  ceded  lands  for  any  of  these  objects 
and  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  Congress  hasoen 
attempted  to  erect  any  of  these  buildings  witn 
out  the  Constitutional  requiattioa  of  the  conieii 
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of  the  States  respeccivclf.  But  if  this  tern 
"needfal  baildiogs'' had  not  been  expressed  in 
the  Constitution,  I  should  not  hesitate  to  admit 
with  these  gentlemen  that  the  erection  of  light- 
houses and  custom-houses  might  properlf  be  de* 
daced  from  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  dbc..  which  are  particular  grants  of  power 
eoameraled  in  the  Constitution.  Because  cus- 
tom-bouses are  appropriately  necessary  to  the 
collection  of  dotie^  and  have  always  been  deemed 
indispensable  for  that  object,  as  are  light-hounes 
to  the  due  regulation  of  commerce. 

These  two  powers  are  indispensably  connected 
with,  aod  subservient  to,  particular  enumerated 
powers,  and  are  therefore  among  the  means 
which  are  necessary  and  proper  for  their  effect- 
uation; and  MM  such  are  giren  to  Congress  by 
the  express  words  of  the  Constitution,  which  are : 
CoDgress  shall  bare  power  ^*to  make  all  laws 

*  whieh  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carry* 

*  ins  into  ex^ution  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all 
'  other  powers  vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the 
'  GoTerDment  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  de- 
'  partment  or  officer  thereof."  From  this  course 
of  ioierpretation,  the  gentlemen,  reasoning  from 
8  supposed  analogy,  have  asked,  if  Congress  can 
derive  the  right  to  erect  light^bonses  and  custom- 
koases  from  their  necessary  agency  in  effectuat- 
ing the  particular  powers  to  which  they  are  said 
to  be  appendant  or  appurtenant^  why  may  it  not 
is  the  same  way  derive  the  right  of  granting 
charters  of  incorporation  for  the  same  objects  ? 
Or,  in  other  words,  if  Congress  can  constito- 
tioDslly  erect  custom-houses  for  the  purpose,  or 
as  the  necessary  means  of  collecting  duties ;  why 
may  it  not  esublish  a  bank  for  the  same  object, 
&e.  ?  The  question  is  admitted  to  be  a  fair  one  3 
and  if  a  clear  distinction  cannot  be  made  in  the 
two  eases,  it  will  be  admitted  either  that  Con- 
gress may  constitutionally  establish  a  bank,  or 
that  it  has  heretofore  transcended  its  powers  in 
erecting  custom-houses,  4tc*  A  clear  and  most 
obvious  distinctioo  appears  to  me  to  exist  in  the 
cases  suggested  by  the  gentlemen  to  be  analogous, 
arising  from  the  striking  difference  in  the  nature 
and  essential  character  of  these  powers.  A  cus- 
tom-house is  in  its  nature  iacidental  and  subser- 
rient  to  the  collection  of  duties.  It  is  one  of  the 
common,  necessary,  and  proper  means  to  effect 
that  end.  It  is  believed  that  in  no  commercial 
conntry  in  the  world  are  duties  collected  without 
them.  Besides,  the « erection  of  custom-houses 
does  not  involve  in  it  the  exercise  of  any  other 
higher  or  consequential  powers.  The  same  re- 
marks will  apply  to  light-houses,  as  among  the 
common,  necessary,  and  proper  means  for  the 
reeulation  of  commerce,  d£c. 

Is  the  incorporation  of  a  bank  of  this  charac- 
ter ?  It  is  not  among  the  common,  necessary,  and 
proper  means  of  effecting  either  of  the  foregoing 
ennmerated  powers,  nor  of  any  other  enumerated 
in  the  Constitution ;  still  less  is  it  incidental  or 
sobservient  to  any  of  the  enumerated  powers.  It 
wants  that  connexion,  affiliation,  and  subser- 
viency, to  some  enumerated  power,  which  are 
tittiiy  pointed  out  in  relation  to  the  two  pow* 


ers,  to  which  it  has  been  said  to  be  analogous. 
Besides,  does  granting  a  charter  of  incorporation 
to  a  bank  involve  no  otheF  higher  or  consequen- 
tial power  than  merely  erecting  a  needful  build- 
ing for  collecting  duties,  dec.?   It  certainly  does* 
It  involves  the  power  to  grant  charters  of  incor- 
poration generally;  and  m  this  respect,  princi- 
CUy,  its  character  is  essentially  different  from 
th  of  the  powers  cited  by  the  gentleman.  The 
power  to  grant  charters  of  incorporation  is  not 
an  incidental,  subordinate,  subservient  power ;  it 
is  a  distinct,  original,  substantive  power.    It  is 
also  susceptible  of  the  clearest  definition;  and 
not  being  among  the  enumerated  powers,  it  seems 
to  me  that  Congress  can  have  no  fair  claim  to  its 
exercise  in  any  case.    If  Congress  had  been  ex- 
pressly authorized  to  grant  charters  of  incorpo- 
ration generally,  then  granting  a  charter  of  in** 
corporation  to  a  bank  would  have  been  an  in- 
stance, or  among  the  means,  of  carrying  into 
effect  that  enumerated  power,  and  would  have 
been  as  much  connected  and  affiliated  with  it  as 
is  the  erection  of  ciutom-houses  with  the  collec- 
tion of  duties;  but  the  power  to  grant  charters 
of  incorporation  generafiy  not  beinff  expressly 
given  in  the  Constitutioih  no  particular  instance 
involving  the  exercise  or  that  power  can  be  in- 
ferred by  a  fiair  and  candid  interpretation  of  the 
instrument.    I  do  not  mean  to  exaggerate  the 
consequences  which  might  result  from  an  assump- 
tion of  the  power  to  grant  charters  of  incorpora- 
tion, &c.    It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  sa]^  that  it  is 
a  power  of  primarv  importance ;  that  it  involves 
as  many  incidental  powers  in  its  exercise  as  any 
one  of  the  enumerated  powers ;  that  it  is  equal, 
if  not  paramount,  to  any ;  and,  therefore,  in  my 
judgment,  cannot  be  assumed  by  fair  construction 
as  incidental  and  subservient  to  any;  and,  of 
course,  not  as  among  the  necessary  and  proper 
means  for  carryingany  into  effect.    In  fact,  in  its 
nature  it  does  not  in  the  smallest  degree  partake 
of  the  derivative,  incidental  character.     It  is 
original,  substantive,  distinct  in  itself,  and  sus- 
ceptible of  the  plainest  definition*  Hence,  whilst 
I  am  willing  to  admit  that  a  power,  which  is  in 
iu  nature  incidental  aod  subservient  to  any  enu- 
merated power,  and  also  among  the  necessary 
I  and  proper  means  for  carrying  it  into  effect,  may 
be  exercised  by  Congress  without  the  express 
words  of  the  Constitution,  I  should  be  very  im- 
willing  to  admit  that  Congress  should  also  exer* 
else  a  nower  neither  incidental  or  subservient  to 
any  of  the  enumerated  powers,  nor  among  the 
necessary  and  proper  means  for  carrying  an^  into 
effect ;  still  less  snould  I  be  inclined  to  this  ad- 
mission, when  the  power  thus  proposed  to  be  de- 
rived, incidentally  or  constructively,'  involves  in 
it  the  exercise  of  almost  unlimited  powers.    To 
illustrate  my  idea  still  further  in  this  respect,  I 
would  observe,  that  the  power  to  regulate  descents, 
and  to  regulate  the  distribution  of  intestates,  I 
conceive  to  be  original,  distinct,  substantive  pow* 
ers ;  and,  being  among  the  powers  which  could 
in  all  respects  be  limited  by  the  geographical 
boundaries  of  the  individual  States,  and  were 
therefore  amongthe  powers  reserved  to  the  man* 
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agement  of  the  Statet,  mifiht  as  easily  be  assamed 
bf  Congress  as  iDeidentafto  some  one  of  the  en- 
umerated powers,  as  the  assumption  of  the  power 
to  grant  charters  of  incorporation,  which  I  con- 
ceive was,  for  the  same  reason,  left  to  the  man- 
agement of  the  States.  I  believe  no  gentleitian 
will  contend  that  Congress  can,  under  any  can- 
did construction,  go  ;io  far  in  relation  to  those 
powers;  nor  do  I  see  how  it  can  in  relation  to 
the  power  of  granting  charters  of  incorporation. 

I  nave  not  overlooked  the  ob<)ervatioo,sir,  made 
by' gentlemen  to  destroy  the  effect  of  this  course 
of  reasoning,  to  wit :  that  the  passing  every  law 
is  an  act  of  sovereignty ;  that  to  pass  a  law  to 
erect  a  light-house,  is  as  much  an  act  of  sover- 
eignty as  to  pass  a  law  to  lay  and  collect,  ^.,  or 
to  grant  a  charter  to  a  bank,  dbc.  In  fact  that  there 
are  no  de^ees  of  sovereignty.  Without  enter- 
ing into  this  reasoning  it  will  be  sufficient  to  show 
its  inapplicability  to  my  argument  to  observe, 
that  I  have  not  grounded  my  distinctions  upon 
any  suggested  dioerenoe  in  the  degrees  of  sover- 
eignty, but  upon  the  clear  and  obvious  difference 
in  the  nature  and  character  of  the  powers  upon 
which  this  sovereignty,  &c.,  is  intended  to  ope- 
rate. &c. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Crawpobo) 
observed^  that  the  clause  in  the  Constitution,  last 
read,  ^'Congress  shall  have  power  to  pass  all 
laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper,"  dbc, 
had  been  considered  by  some  as  entirely  inopera- 
tive, but  that  he  thought  it  a  clause  of  great  im- 
portance, dbc.  In  this  opinion  I  entirely  concur 
with  the  gentleman ;  I  consider  it  the  most  im- 
portant clause  in  the  Constitution.  It  is  in  my 
judgment  the  true  key  for  unlocking  the  mean- 
log  of  all  the  other  clauses.  The  former  con- 
federation did  not  possess  the  means  necessary 
and,  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  its  own 

{towers.  It  was  dependent  upon  the  State  Legis- 
atures  for  that  purpose ;  and  it  was  too  important 
a  difference  in  the  organization  of  the  present  and 
former  Qovernment  to  be  left  to  construction.  It 
was  therefore  expressed,  to  declare  the  true  char- 
acter of  the  present  Government,  and  to  pro- 
claim its  sovereignty  upon  all  the  subjects  of  the 
enumerated  powers,  but,  sir,  the  most  impor- 
tant  bearing  of  this  clause  appears  to  me  to  be 
the  designation  of  the  department,  which  should 
be  the  ultimate  depository  of  all  the  power  vested 
in  the  Government  by  the  Constitution.  Thus 
Congress  is  declared  not  only  to  have  power  to 
pass  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  powers  particu- 
larly confided  to  its  management,  but  "all  other 

<  powers-vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the  Gov- 

<  ernment  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  depart- 

<  ment  or  officer  thereof."  This  clause,  I  tiiink, 
intended  to  settle  all  differences  between  the  de- 
partments respecting  the  ultimate  denosite  of 
power,  in  which  light  it  has  been  hitherto  too 
little  regaYded.  None  of  these  considerations, 
however,  can  vary  in  the  smallest  degree  the  re- 
sulu  I  have  attempted  to  draw  against  the  power 
of  Congress  to  resort  to  unenumerated,  original, 
subataiittve  power,  general  in  its  character  and 


operation,  as  the  necessary  and  proper  means  for' 
carrying  into  effect  any  of  the  enumerated  powets. 
This  brings  me  to  consider  the  observations  of' 
the  gentleman  (Mr.  Crawford)  upon  the  fourth 
article  of  the  Constitution  in  the  following  words: 

"  Fall  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  State 
to  the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings  of' 
ereiy  other  9tate.    And  the  Congress  may,  by  ^nenl 
laws,  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  such  acts,  recordi, 
and  proceedings,  shall  be  proved,  and  the  effect  thereoC ' 

"  The  dtisens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  lO 
privileges  and  immnnities  of  citizens  in  the  serenl 
SUtes. 

"  A  person  charged  in  any  State  with  treason,  feloojr, 
or  other  crime,  who  shall  flee  from  jastiee,  and  be  fbim^ 
in  another  State,  shall,  on  demand  of  the  Execatite 
authoritj  of  the  State  from  which  he  fled,  be  delifered 
up,  to  be  removed  to  the  State  having  jorisdidiNn  of 
the  crime- 

**  No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  Sttte, 
under  the  laws  thereof  escaping  into  another,  ihall, 
in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  bo 
discharged  from  such  service  or  lahor,  bat  shall  be  d^ 
livered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  Mnici 
or  labor  may  be  due." 

The  gentleman  observed,  that  this  article  coo- 
tained  no  grant  of  power  whatever;  it  was  merely 
declaratory  of  certain  principles,  which  ought  to 
be  left  to  the  States  to  carry  into  effect;  yet 
Congress  had  passed  laws  in  relation  to  serenl 
of  these  subjects,  dbc,  and,  of  course,  traosceoded 
the  limits  of  the  Constitution,  or  rather  had  legis- 
lated upon  subjects  not  enumerated,  Ac.  To 
these  observations  I  would  reply,  that  I  do  con- 
sider these  clauses  as  investing  the  Government 
generally  with  the  exercise  of  all  these  powen, 
although  the  particular  department  intended  for 
their  exercise  is  not  here  designated;  but  by 
reading  these  clauses  in  connexion  with  the 
clause  before  read,  it  will  be  found  that  CoDSfress 
is  intrusted  with  the  execution  of  these  powers. 

Congress  shall  have  power  to  pass  all  Uvi 
which  shall  be  necesaary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other 
powers  vestcMi  by  this  Constitution  in  the  Gor- 
ernment  of  the  United  Slates,  dbc.  It  is  then 
clear  that  other  powers  were  vested,  and  intended 
to  be  vested  in  Congress,  besides  the  fore^ing 
enumerated  powers ;  all  toe  powen  in  thefoortb 
article,  I  presume,  to  be  strictly  of  this  deserip- 
tion.  That  this  is  the  understanding  of  the  art- 
icle is  evinced  by  the  concurrent  opinions  of  the 
Gkneral  and  State  Oovernmenta  in  those  re- 
spects. 

The  difference  of  opinion  therefore  betveea 
the  gentleman  and  myself  consists  in  this:  Tbt^ 
the  principles  here  declared,  he  thinks,  ought  to 
be  executed  by  the  State  authorities,  and  I  tomK 
they  were  intended  to  be  executed  by  Congrc«» 
and  if  my  interpretation  be  correct,  then  Con- 
gress has  not  transcended  the  limits  of  its  aa- 
thority.  ,f. 

This  solution  is  at  least  satisfactory  to  rors^"- 
Another  argument  urged  by  the  honorable  ^d- 
tleman  (Mr.  Crawtord)  requires  someattcnuoo. 
The  gentleman  considered  the  General  and  dm<^ 
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Goreromeats,  taken  oolleetively,  as  forming  one 
complete soYereig^ty ;  he  then  referred  to  a  clause 
iathe  ConstiCttCton.  which  he  cooceived  excluded 
the  State  governmenU  from  the  right  to  grant 
baDk  charters,  and  iheoce  inferred  the  right  in 
the  General  Government,  &c.  Although  I  ha?e 
foil  eoDfidence  io  the  opinloos  generally  expressed 
by  that  gentleman,  I  cannot  concur  with  hint)  in 
this  mode  of  deriving  power  to  the  General  Got- 
eroment  It  is  directly  repugnant  to  the  princi- 
ples of  construction  I  have  justsugsrested,  and 
therefore  I  cannot  yield  my  assent  to  it. 

The  teath  section  of  the  first  article  says,  '^  no 
*  State  shall  enter  into  any  treaty  of  alliance  or 
'  COD  federation,  grant  letters  of  marque  and  re- 
'prisal,  coin  money,  emit  bills  of  credit,"  ^c. 
The  particular  terms  of  this  section  selected  to 
exclude  the  States  from  incorporating  l»nks  are 
these :  <<No  Stale  shall  emit  bills  of  credit."  The 
gentleman  supposes  that  a  bank  bill  is  a  bill  of 
credit,  and  therefore  that  the  Slates  cannot  estab* 
lish  ao  institation  to  issue  a  bill  of  credit.  Our 
ideas  differ  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  term,  "  bills 
of  credit."  As  to  the  argument  of  the  gentle^ 
man,  that  he  who  does  an  act  by  another  does  it 
bf  himself,  it  does  not  apply  to  the  present  case; 
for  if  we  recnr  to  the  charters  of  incorporation, 
we  shall  find  that  a  pardcolar  fund  is  fixed,  and 
that  this  fund  only  is  iinswerabie  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  notes*  The  argument  of  the  gentleman 
would  as  well  apply  to  every  common  note  given 
hj  one  individual  to  another,  because  the  States 
IS  mach  issue  bills  of  credit  by  protecting  promis- 
rary  notes  as  by  authorizing  banks  to  issue  such 
Dotes.  In  ease  of  notes  given  by  individuals, 
thejr  become  the  property  of  him  to  whom  they 
ire  payable;  the  drawer  is  responsible  for  the 
imoant,  and  the  State  enforces  the  payment.  In 
iiat  case,  too,  the  whole  property  ot  the  drawer 
19  pledged  for  the  payment.  In  the  cate  of  bank 
nils,  nothing  is  pledged  but  the  sum  specified  in 
he  charter.  The  real  meaning  of  this  clause, 
herefore,  I  understand  to  be  to  prevent  the  emis" 
don  of  bills,  the  payment  of  which  is  to  be  made 
rf  the  States  themeelves,  similar  to  Che  old  Con- 
iaental  paper  monev ;  for  that  was  evidently  in 
he  contemplation  or  the  framers  of  the  Oonsti- 
otion  when  they  very  wisely  denied  the  power 
)f  issuing  such  bills  to  the  States. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  next  read  the 
bt  section  of  the  third  article  of  the  Constitu- 
>on.  I  should  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Sen- 
te  in  noticing  it,  but  that  the  construction  which 

then  put  upon  it  difiers  from  that  which  he 
jare  as  ao  universal  admission.  The  gentleman 
apposed  there  had  been  some  departure  from  the 
institution  under  the  following  clause:  ''The 
jadicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
Tested  in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in  such  infe* 
rior  courts  as  the  Congress  may  from  time  to 
time  ordain  and  establish."  The  gentleman 
bseryes,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  repeal  of  the 
adteiary  act,  it  was  generally  admitted  by  the 
dvocates  of  the  repeal  that  the  Supreme  Court 
^  not  tangible.  That  was  not  the  opinion  I 
hen  expi eaaed ;  and  the  opinion  I  then  expreased 


has,  since  that  time,  been*  strengthened  and  con- 
firmed bv  further  reflection.    I  do  not  know  how 
the  gentleman's  argument  can  apply  to  the  case 
under  consideration,  unless  he  meant  to  show 
that  the  decision  io  that  respeet  made  by  Con- 
gress was  unconstitutional.    My  opinion  is,  that 
it  was  Constitutional,  and  that  Congress  might 
constitutionally  modify  and  change  the  Supreme 
Court  in  the  most  essential  point ;  and  permit  me 
here  to  protest  against  tl^e  usual  mode  of  constru- 
ing the  CoQstitocion  by  analogy.    Instead  of  ex- 
amining the  expressions  of  the  Constitution  it- 
self to  ascertain  its  meaning,  we  are  often  referred 
to  certain  principles  borrowed  from  the  British 
jurists.    Tnna  we  are  often  referred  to  the  fun- 
damental principle  of  the  separation  of  depart* 
meats.  &c.,  the  independence  of  judges,  dbc,  al- 
though neither  of  these  terms  are  to  be  found  in 
the  Coiutitution;  and  the  principles,  although 
correct  in  themselves  as  general  principles,  are 
subject  in  practice  to  material  qualifications  and 
limitations i;  and  this  is  particularly  the  casein 
the  Constitution.    It  appears  to  me  as  easy  to  aa« 
certain  the  trud  meaning  of  the  words  used  in 
the  Constitution  as  the  meaning  of  these  or  any 
othA  terms ;  and  the  error  in  this  mode  of  rea- 
soning generally  arises  from  the  misapplication 
of  the  terms  to  tne  subject  in  question ;  or^  in  other 
words,  when  reasoning  from  analogy,  in  recol- 
lecting the  resemblances  and  overlooking  the  dif- 
ferences in  cases  supposed  to  be  analogous.    To 
ascertain  the  true  meaning  of  the  Constitution, 
therefo^,  I  have  always  bad  reference  to  its  own 
words,  and  discarded  all  reasoning  from  its  anal- 
ogy to  anything  else.    By  referring  to  the  clause 
respecting  the  judicial  department  just  read,  and 
taking  it  m  connexion  with  the  clause  whicn  de- 
clares that  Congress  shall  have  power  to  pass  all 
laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  ear- 
ryiiig  into  executioii  all  the  powers,  dbc.,  "  vested 
in  any  department,"  dbc,  it  will  appear  obvious 
that  Congress  might,  according  to  the  express 
words  of  the  Constitution,  establish  the  judicial 
department  as  it  has  done,  and  from  time  to  time 
alter  or  modify  it  at  its  discretion,  dbc.;  and  if 
Couffress  thought  proper  to  increase  or  lessen  the 
number  of  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  to 
inorease  or  lessen  the  duties  to  be  performed  by 
them,  I  would  ask,  where  is  the  Constitutional 
prohibition  ?    I  see  none.    Congress  can  desig- 
nate the  duties  of  the  court  and  the  compensation 
of  the  judges.    They  may  take  away  the  duties, 
and,  of'^course,  also,  the  compensation,  and  why  ? 
Because  we  find  tne  service  and  compensation 
inseparably  connected,  and  the  one  made  the  con- 
sideration of  the  other.    Congress  has  a  risht  to 
designate  the  services  which  the  judges  shall  per- 
form.   And  by  what  authority  will  they  retain : 
compensation  after  the  services  to  be  performed 
are  taken  away  ?  It  is  not  the  name  of  office,  nor 
good  behaviour  in  it,  for  which  compensatioff  is 
constitutionally  given,  but  for  service  rendered. 
The  reason  of  this  article  in  relation  to  the  So- 
preipe  Court  is  very  obvious.    It  was  to  obtain 
an  uniformity  of  decision ;  and  if  Congress  estab* 
lish  one  Supreme  Court,  they  perfectly  aatisfy 
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all  the  ioioDclire  part. of  the  ConstitotioD.  But 
I  do  not  know  how  the  gentlemaQ's  refereoce  to 
this  clause  could  affect  the  Constitutional  ques- 
tion in  the  present  case. 

I  have  thus  far  endeavored  to  explain  and  re- 
concile to  the  Constitution  those  laws  passed  by 
Congress  which  the  gentleman  has  considered 
conlrarv  to  the  Constitution. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  some  other  areumeots 
of  the  gentleman.  He  observed  that  the  bank 
law  had  been  in  existence  for  twenty  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  there  had  been,  an  acquiescence 
In  the  law.  I  concur  in  thai  opinion.  I  do  con- 
sider that  all  the  instances  presented  bv  the  gen- 
tleman; to  wit:  authorizing  the  bank  to  lend 
money ;  the  extension  of  its  right  of  establishing 
brancnes  to  New  Orleans  in  1804 ;  and  also  the 
act  to  punish  counterfeiting  bank  paper  in  1807, 
ought  to  be  considered  as  acts  of  acquiescence  by 
the  Government  in  the  constitutionality  of  that 
law. 

I  have  given  the  most  respectful  attention  to 
the  arguments  used  by  the  opposers  of  the  bill  to 
account  for  this  acquiescence,  and  to  obviate  the 
reasoning  drawn  from  it  by  its  friends ;  and  whilst 
I  give  the  gentlemen  in  opposition  great  crWit 
for  the  ingenuity  of  the  argument,  I  cannot  con- 
cur in  the  reasoning  upon  which  it  is  founded.  I 
understand  it  to  be  bottomed  upon  the  idea,  that  the 
bank  was  in  the  nature  of  a  contract ;  and  that  un- 
der its  influence,  private  rights  became  vested  in 
individuals;  and  that,.therefore, the  Grovernment 
was  bound  to  carry  it  into  effect,  and  thtft  a  re- 
fusal to  have  done  so,  or  the  repeal  of  the  act 
would  have  been  a  violation  of  good  faith,  dtc. 
^.    The  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee 

iMr.  Ahdbrson)  observed,  that  the  Republican 
Ldministration,  viewing  this  law  in  the  nature 
of  a  contract,  from  a  sacred  regard  to  the  preser- 
vation of  good  faith,  passed  these  several  acqui- 
escing laws,  &c.  dbc.  The  observation  of  the  gen- 
tleman, so  far  as  it  respected  the  manifestations 
of  good  faith  on  the  part  of  the  Republicans,  was 
certainly  both  just  and  pertinent.  The  Republi- 
cans have  certainly  fulfilled,  with  the  most  scrupu- 
lous fidelity,  all  the  public  engagements  of  their 
predecessors  as  well  as  their  own ;  yet  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  these  several  acquiescing  laws  were 
passed  under  the  pressure  of  any  obligation  for 
the  preservation  of  good  faith. 

I  concur  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (^Mr.  Crawpord)  in  the  conclusions  he 
drew  against  this  argument  of  the  iinperious  ob- 
ligation due  to  contracts  under  the  influence  of 
this  law :  but  not  precisely  for  the  reasons  he  as- 
signed for  them.  The  gentleman  observed,  that 
it  was  essential  in  the  formation  of  contracts  that 
there  should  be  parties,  and  a  consideration.  That 
under  the  bank  law  there  was  no  sufficient  con- 
sideration for  the  formation  of  a  contract.  In 
thisf  am  inclined  to  think  the  gentleman  is  mis- 
taken. I  presume  the  mistake  has  arisen  from 
an  inattention  to  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  law  was  passed.  Under  the  terms  of  the  law, 
there  were  facilities  given  to  the  United  States  by 
the  bank  of  very  considerable  value.    The  bonus 


given  was  certainly  a  sufficient  consideration  to 
make  the  contract  binding  on  the  part  of  the  Uot- 
ted  States.  But  I  have  several  objections  to  this 
arginnent  urged  against  the  bill ;  in  the  first  place, 
[wrties,  and  a  consideration,  are  not  only  essen- 
tial to  the  formation  of  a  contract,  but  parties  ca- 
pable of  contracting.  If  the  ban  a  law  be  uneon- 
stitutional,  then  it  cannot,  as  1  conceive,  give  a 
Constitutional  capacity  to  the  artificial  persoa 
created  by  it  to  contract.  An  unconstitutiooal 
corporation  has  no  more  a  Constitutional  or  legal 
capacity  to  coniract|  than  a  married  woman  or 
even  an  idiot ;  each  equally  laboring  under  legal 
disabilities.  The  argument,  therefore,  which  is 
used  to  show  that  the  bank  law  is  unconstitQ- 
tionaljand  at  the  same  timegavea  Constitutiooal 
capacity  to  an  artificial  person  to  contract,  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  in  the  nature  oCtifdo  ckte,i\ 
destroys  itself.  Hence  I  conclude,  that  if  the  law 
be  unconstitutional  in  itself,  it  cannot  confer  oa 
an  artificial  person  a  legal  capacity  to  contract, 
and  that  any  contract  made  under  its  influence 
would  be  void  for  the  want  of  that  legal  capacity. 
In  the  next  place,  if  it  be  ursed  that  Congress  is 
bound  to  carry  into  effect  all  contracts  in  which 
individual  rights  or  interests  are  concerned ;  then 
Congress  may  in  this  way  derive  to  itself  all  the 
powers  it  may  want  for  an  object,  instead  of  ^- 
tine  them  by  the  shorter  route  of  the  assumption 
under  the  terms  common  defence  and  general 
welfare ;  and  in  a  much  more  exceptionable  mode ; 
because  it  may  not  only  thus  acquire  any  power 
whateyer,  but  may  also  acquire  it  in  perpeiuitr. 
Hence  it  appears  to  me  that  if  gentlemen  shoold 
succeed  in  establishing;  this  argument,  they  would 
lose  more  by  the  admission,  than  they  would  gain 
by  limiting  the  powers  of  Congress  to  the  enu- 
merations of  the  Constitution.  In  fact  that  argu- 
ment would  be  rendered  worse  than  nugatory  by 
this  admission. 

But  I  have  a  third  objection  to  this  argument 
of  the  obligation  of  the  contract,  more  formidable 
than  either  of  the  preceding.  It  appears  tome 
to  be  an  argument  against  a  facL  1  know  it  is 
so,  as  it  respects  myself.  I  have  been  present 
when  most  of  these  acquiescing  laws  have  been 
passed,  and  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  been 
influenced  in  the  votes  I  gave  in  their  favor  by  a 
view  of  the  sacred  obligations  due  to  contracu; 
nor  do  I  recollect  to  have  heard  this  consideration 
urged  by  any  gentleman  at  the  time  of  passing 
these  several  laws.  In  fact  at  thf  time  of  passing 
the  law  for  punishing  counterfeiting  the  bills  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  I  recollect  no 
other  consideration  operating  on  me.  than  the  in* 
formation,  that  certain  unprincipled  individuals 
were  counterfeiting  bills  m  general  circulation, 
to  the  great  injury  of  the  honest  part  of  the  com' 
munity.  I  thouffht  such  conduct  ought  to  be 
suppressed,  and  therefore  voted  for  punishing  all 
who  should  be  enga^d  in  ir,  without  much  atten- 
tion to  the  Constitutional  question  respecting  the 
bank  law.  I  cannot  without  some  violation  to 
my  feelings,  agree  to  have  any  of  my  public  con- 
duct propped  up  by  an  afterthought^  nor  by  any 
other  ofonsiderations  than  those  which  operate 
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It  the  time.  These  remarkft,  howe?er,  will  eer- 
uioly  not  apply  tothosegedtlemenwho  voted  un- 
der the  suggested  impressions.  The  general  prin- 
ciple operating  with  me,  was  this — that  all  laws 
pissed  by  Confess  must  be  considered  as  Gonsti- 
tttiioDsl  until  they  are  repealed.  Their  anconsti- 
ttttiooality  is  a  good  reason,  and  the  best*  reason, 
for  iheir  repeal ;  but  so  long  as  they  remain  in  the 
sutole  book  unrepealed  they  must  be  considered 
CoDsiituiional,  and  in  my  judgment  no  tribu- 
u\  on  earth  can  question  their  validity ;  nor  can 
I  admit  that  they  am  subject  to  the  censorial 
power  claimed  b^  the  Judiciary.  I  am,  therefore, 
disposed  to  admit  the  acquiescence  in  the  bank 
law,snd  to  give  the  gentlemen  in  favor  of  renewal 
ali  the  advantage  of  the  precedents  quoted^  by 
them  for  that  object,  considered  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case ;  and  to  what  do  they 
imoant  ?  Will  they  go  so  far  as  to  preclude  the 
present  Congress  from  exercising  its  sound  dis- 
cretion npon  the  Constitutional  question,  when 
broofht  directly  to  its  consideration  7  and  when 
at  the  time  of  the  several  ijrecedents  quoted,  it 
was  only  collaterally  or  incidentally  considered, 
if  considered  at  all?  Certainly  not-^and  if  in 
exercising  the  right  of  reviewing  the  ConstitutioD, 
tlie  present  Congress  should  be  convinced  that  a 
fonner  Congress  had  exceeded  its  limits,  is  it  not 
booad  by  every  conscientious  consideration'  to 
correct  the  error,  and  to  bring  the  laws  within  its 
vbolesome  provisions?  It  appears  to  me  not 
ofilf  to  be  the  right,  but  the  indispensable  duty 
of  Congress  to  do  so. 

I  will  now  proceed  to^  animadvert  upon  some 
impoTtaat  observations  made  by  two  eentlemen 
apoD  the  right  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  respec- 
tire  States  to  instruct  the  Senators  of  the  United 
States. 

Acting,  as  I  now  am»  Mr.  President,  under  the 
iofloence  of  instructions  from  the  Legislature  of 
tbe  State  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  I  feel 
myself  imperiously  called  upon  to  notice  some 
mervations,  which  fell  from  the  honorable  gen- 
tteman  (Mr.CRAWPORD,)and  tbe  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Lbib.)  in  relation 
to  that  snbjeet.    . 

The  ^ntleman  from  Gkorgia(Mr.  C.)feelragly 
complains  of  the  tendency  of  instructions  from 
tbe  great  States^  to  embarrass  the  proceedings  of 
this  Government,  by  giving  an  undue  bias  to  tbe 
ddtberations,  and  restraining  the  free  exereise  of 
opinion  in  this  honorable  body,  dbe.  dto.  With- 
out particolarlv  adverting  to  the  emphasis  laid 
by  tbe  honorable  ^^tieman  upon  the  term  ^  great 
ptates,"  I  agree  in  general  with  the  gentleman 
io  his  opinions  in  that  respect.  But,  sir,  in  tbe 
ptesent  case,  it  may  be  observed,  that  the  ques- 
tion of  instructions  to  Senators  was  first  moved 
m  the  State  of  Maryland.  Now,  sir,  MaVyland, 
although  great  in  virtues  and  resources,  is  not  so 
r^tin  point  of  population  and  extent  of  terri- 
tory, as  to  have  obtained  the  denomination  of  a 
great  State.  The  proposition  then,-  however, 
wu  rejected  by  one  vote*  A  similar  motion,  I 
am  uiformed,  is  now  depending  before  the  Le- 
gubtttre  of  New  Jersey.  New  Jersey^ke  Mary- 
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land,  althoogh  great  in  virtues  and  resources,  is 
not  so  great  in  point  of  population  and  extent  of 
territory  as  to  have  obtained  the  denomination  of 
a  *'  great  State,"  Indeed,  sir,  the  right  to  instruct 
Senators  has  not  been  jPXcUisively  acted  upon  by 
the  great  States,  generally  so  called,  during  the 
operations  of  this  Qovernmeot ;  but,  I  admit,  has 
been  more  frequently  resorted  to  by  them. 

.The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Lbib) 
after  having  read  his  instructioas,  informed  the 
Senate,  that  he  represented  one  of  the  great  States 
which  bad  given  instructions,  and  that  he  felt 
himself  absolutely  bound  by  them  in  the  vote  he 
should  give  on  thie  present  question ;  that  he  con- 
sidered himself  the  representative  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania;  that  it  was  the  principal 
and  he^theaffent,  and  he  was  bound  to  carry  into 
effect  its  will,  &c.,  dS^:.  However  high  may  he 
the  respect  I  generally  entertain  for  the  opinions 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  L.)  I  am  com- 
pelled to  dissent  from  him  in  these  opinions.  I 
feet  myself  compelled,  too,  to  express  this  dissent  ^ 
lest  it  might  be  supposed,  that  be^g  similarly 
circumstanced  with  that  gentleman  on  the  pre- 
sent question,  my  conduct  might  be  influenced 
by  similar  considerations. 

1  do  not  consider  myself  the  representative  of 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  although  I  feel  the 
most  unbounded  confidence  in  Hs  wisdom  and 
patriotism,  and  the  highest  respect  for  its  proceed- 
ings.   I  consider  myself  the  representative  of  the 
people  of  tbe  United  States,  delected  tothat  char- 
acter by  tbe  Legislature  of  Virginia,    As  an  evi- 
dence of  the  correctness  of  this  opinion,  I  have 
only  to  remark,  that  the  laws  which  I  contribute 
to  passj  in  the  character  of  Senator,  are  co-ex« 
tensive  with  the  United  States,  and  operate  upon 
the  people  thereof  in  their  individual  capacities. 
Thev  do  not  operate  upon  the  State  Legislatures 
in  tneir  corporate  characters,  except  in  cases 
where  in  that  character  they  are  connected  with 
the  Federal  Qovernment,  or  instrumental  in  the 
execution  of  some  of  its  powers.    Still  less  do 
thev  operate  upon  the  Legislature  of  Virginia 
exclusively;  of  course  I  cannot  consider  myself 
as  the  representative  of  that  Legislature  exclu- 
sively, as  its  agent,  and  bound  in  all  cases  to  ex- 
ecute its  wUl  upon  this  floor,  dec.  &c.    It  is  not 
necessary,  nor  do  I  mean  to  question  the  right  of 
the  State  Legislatures,  so  long  practised  upon,  to 
instruct  the  Senators  of  the  United  States,  chosen 
by  them  respectively;  because  that  might  pro- 
duce an  unmeaning  and  useless  discussion  aoout 
terms ;  but  I  mean  to  inquire,  whether  the  exer- 
cise of  the  right  imposes  a  Constitutional  obliga- 
tion on  the  Senator  instructed,  to  obey  ;  in  what 
the  real  obligation  to  obedience  consists ;  whether 
the  instruction  is  injunctive  and  compulsory  on 
him,  or  addressed  only  to  his  discretion ;  or.  in 
other  words,  whether  tbe  Senator  instructed  has 
not  a  right  to  disobey?    And  whether  such  dis- 
obedience violate^  any  moral  or  political  obliga- 
tion ?    I  also  propose  to  make  a  few  ob^icrvations 
on  the  operation  of  instructions  upon  the  Federal 
Government  and  its  proceedings.    That  the  Se- 
ator  instructed  has  a  Constitutional  aad  legal 
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right  to  disobey  bis  iDstructions^  is  most  obvious 
to  my  understanding,  from  the  single  considera- 
tion, that  a  law  passed  by  a  vote  in  disobedience 
of  instructions  is  as  valid  as  a  law  passed  by  a 
Yote  in  obedience  to  instructions.  Obedience  to 
instructions  i^  no  where  commanded.  Nor  is  diso- 
bedience of  instructions  any  whereprobibited  by 
any  written  law  or  constitution.  The  act  of  dis- 
obedience does  not  subject  the  disobeying  Sena- 
tor to  any  punishment  whatever;  of  course  the 
disobedience  of  instructions  violates  no  political 
duty,  and,  if  the  instructions  be  addressed  only  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Senator^  his  ditobedienee  of 
them  violates  no  moral  obligation  ;  provided  he 
exercises  a  sound  and  conscientious  discretion, 
founded  upon  the  best  reflections  he  is  able  to  be- 
stow upon  the  subject  thus  presented  for  consid* 
eration.  I  therefore  conclude,  if  the  State  Legis- 
latures possess  the  right  to  instruct  Senators  of 
the  United  States,  chosen  by  them  respectively, 
it  is  an  incomplete  right,  without  a  remedy,  or 
with  a  very  remote  one.  The  influence,  or  the 
true  obligatian  of  instructions,  therefore,  arises 
from  the  expression*  of  opinion  by  the  State  Le- 
gislatures; and  the  very  high  respect  which  is  at 
all  times  due  from  the  Senator  to  the  expression 
of  such  opinion  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
he  represents.    A  respect  wnich  I  feel  so  strongly, 

*It  is  presumed  that  this  was  the  sense  in  which  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia  viewed  this  subject  in  1800.  In 
the  memorable  instructions  of  that  day,  the  Legislature 
prefaces  them  with  a  declaration  to  die  Senators  of 
the  United  States,  that  they  deem  it  important  *  to  ex- 
press their  opinions/  upon  the  subject  of  instructions. 
Then  follows  a  course  of  reasoning  to  connnce  the 
Senators  of  the  propriety  of  the  opinions  thus  expressed. 
The  instructions  m  this  cose  therefore  were  dearly 
addressed  to  the  discretion  of  the  Senators,  and  not 
considered  as  imposing  a  positive  command. 

In  1808,  the  Legi^ature  of  Virginia  instructed  the 
Senators  of  that  State  in  the  Congress  of  tiie  United 
States,  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  ebtain  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which 
in  eflect  wonid  make  the  Senators  of  the  United  States 
recallable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Legislatures  of  the 
reepecttve  States.  It  is  presumed  that  the  Legislature 
did  not  consider  its  instructions  mandatory,  and  that 
the  instructed  Senator  was  bound  to  obey,  or,  in  other 
words,  had  no  right  to  disobey.  Because  if  the  Senator 
was  bound  to  obey  the  instructions  of  the  Legislature, 
it  might  instruct  him  to  resign,  upon  the.  same  prin- 
ciple which  would  authorize  instructions  how  to  vote, 
and  if  the  instructions  be  mandatoiy,  the  instructed 
Senator  would  be  bound  to  resign  as  well  as  vote  con- 
formably thereto— of  course  such  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  would  be  unnecessary.  The  Senators 
from  Virginia,  with  the  most  respectful  attention  to  the 
opinion  expressed  by  the  Virginia  Legislature,  in  the 
most  respectful  terms  presented  the  instruction  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate ;  but  never  thought  them- 
selves bound  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  obtain  the 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  as  they  were  instructed 
to  do.  The  Legislature,  however,  forwarded  the  pro- 
posed amendment  to  the  other  State  Legislatures  for 
concurrence ;  and  as  for  as  information  is  yet  received, 
the  proposition  has  be^i  unanimously  disapproved  by 
eveij  State  Legiiiature  which  has  acted  upon  it. 


that  I  never  would  depart  from  an  optaioo  thus 
expressed,  unless  in  a  clear  aud  indisputable  eaie; 
but  the  point  I  contend  for  is  not  in junctive, com- 
pulsory, or  mandatory.  That  it  is  not  in  the  iu« 
tore  of  a  command,  but  addressed  to  the  diser^ 
tion  of  the  Senator  instructed ;  taking  iou>  doe 
consideration  all  the  oircuqistauees  of  the  ctM 
connected  with  such  instructions. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  Seaa4or  is  responsible 
to  the  Legislature,  which  appoints  him  at  the  u- 
piration  of  his  term  of  service ;  this  is  true,  if  ap- 
plied to  the  individuals  who  may  compose  the 
Legislature  at  that  time ;  but  it  does  not  vary  mf 
conclusion ;  because  every  act  that  he  performs, 
whether  instructed  or  not,  is  aa  act  pf  respoDti- 
bility ;  and  the  most  which  can  be  inferred  from 
this  idea,  is,  that  it  ioeraases  his  responsibility, 
and  would  naturally  produce  caution ;  bat  ao- 
not  affect  his  right  to  dispbey. 

It  cannot  eaca|ie  attention,  that  I  parpoself 
avoid  all  observations  upon  the  rights  of  the  mo- 

Ele,  as  the  legitimate  source  of  all  power,  in  toeir 
ighest  sovereign  capacities,  and  upon  whom  ail 
laws  passed  by  their  Representatives  operate  ia 
their  individual  characters,  to  instruct  all  their 
Representatives,  whieh  I  presume,  if  practicable, 
would  not  be  denied  by  any ;  because  such  a  dis- 
cussion would  be  unnecessary  upon  the  present 
question.  The  inquiry  I  am  malciDg  respects  the 
right  of  one  set  of  Representatives  of  the  people. 
chosen  for  certain  purposes,  to  give  maDoatorir 
instructions  to  another  set  of  Representatives  of 
the  people  chosen  for  other  purposes,  without 
aoy  written  law  to  that  effect,  and  by  the  mere 
force  of  implication.  If  it  should  be  contended 
that  the  Senators  of  the  United  Sutes  are  the 
Representatives  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  ^^ 
spective  States,  and  not  the  Representatircs  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  in  their  indiTid- 
ual  characters,  contrary  to  the  express  prorisioDs 
of  the  Constitution,  then  this  absurd  conclasioa 
would  follow;  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  governed  by  laws,  not  passed  by  their 
Representatives,  but  by  the  Hepresentatlres  of 
their  State  Legislature,  in  their  cocporate  char- 
acters, contrary  to  the  fundamental  principles  of 
all  Republican  Qovemmeocs,  and  directly  oppo- 
site to  the  universal  expectatiana  of  the  whole 
American  people. 

But,  sir,  let  us  resort  to  the  Constitutioa  itself, 
and  see  the  actual  relations  which  do  there  exist 
between  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective  Suites, 
and  the  Senators  of  the  respective  States,  com* 
posing  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  third  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Coostitutton  are  these  words:  "The  Senate  of 
\  the  United  States  shall  be  composed  of  tvo 
'  Senators  from  each  State,  chosen  by  the  Legis- 
'  lature  thereof  for  six  years,  and  each  Senator 
'  shall  have  one  vote."  In  another  place,  are  these 
words:  ''And  if  vacancies  happen  by  resi^aatioo 
'  or  otherwise,  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislatore 
^  of  any  State,  the  Executive  thereof  may  makei 
'  temporary  appointments  until  the  next  meeting 
'  of  the  Leffislature,  whieh  shall  then  fill  such 
'  vacaaeiea/^    Theae  clauses  of  the  Constitutioa 
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present  all  the  relations  between  the  Legislatnres 
and  Exeevtires  of  the  respective  States,  and  the 
Seoatorsof  the  United  States;  and  in  what  ^o 
they  consist?  Certainlv  in  nothing  but  in 
choosing  the  Senators ;  when  that  is  done,  all  the 
functions  of  the  Legislature  and  Executive  are 
at  ao  end  ^ifo  ad  that  particular  subject.  I  see 
no  inflnence  given  either  over  the  votes  or  the 
acts  of  the  Senator  during  the  six  years  for  which 
he  is  elected.  Daring  that  period^  the  Senator  is 
intrusted  with  the  execution  of  all  the  powers 
aiid  authorities  conferred  upon  him  by  the  Con- 
stitution, at  his  own  discretion,  subject  only  to 
his  Constitutionai  retponsibilfty  at  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  service.  But  it  may  be  said,  that 
the  right  to  instruct  arises  from  the  necessary 
connexion  between  the  constituent  and  the  Rep- 
resenutive.  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  this 
opoo  the  general  principle  is  a  constructive  or 
an  implied  right;  but  I  doubt  its  application,  at 
leist  in  its  fall  force,  to  this  particular  case.  The 
relations  in  this  case  between  the  constituent  and 
the  Representative  are  expressly  ^prescribed  by 
the  Constjtotion ;  neither  of  them  can  claim  any 
original  or  native  rights ;  and  no  construction 
nor  implication  ought  to  be  inferred  against  its 
provisions,  nor  inconsistent  with  its  obvious 
meaning.  Besides,  if  this  mere  implication  be 
theonly^foundation  of  the  right  of  the  State  Le- 

f'slaturcls  to  instruct  Senators  of  the  United 
tates,  it  would  equally  apply  to  the  State  exe- 
cutives, when  from  adventitious  causes  thev  ex- 
ercise the  riffht  of  appointment ;  a  right  I  believe 
not  generally-  admitted,  even  by  the  State  Le- 
gvslatnres ;  especially  in  the  sense  contended  for, 
that  the  instruction  is  mandatory  and  conclusive. 
Will  it  not  also  apply  to  the  connexion  between 
eieetofsand  the  President  of  the  United  States'? 
I  fiod,  by  the  second  article  of  the  Constitution, 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  to  be 
chosen  by  electors  appointed  bv  the  several  States, 
and  they  of  coarse  become  the  immediate  con- 
stituents of  the  President.  But  what  would  be 
thought  of  their  inferring  a  right  from  this  con- 
nexion to  instruct  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  what  manner  to  execute  the  powers  and 
^Qties  of  his  office?  And  what  would  be  the 
probability  of  a  eonenrrence  in  such  instructions 
from  the  different  electors  of  the  several  States  ? 
The  President's  responsibility  is  tested  at  the  ex- 
piration of  everj  four  years ;  that  of  a  Senator  at 
the  expiration  of  every  six  years ;  and  I  believe  that 
the  changes  of  the  individual  electors  in  the  sev- 
eral States  are  not  greater  at  the  expiration  of 
every  four  years,  than  are  the  changes  in  the  in- 
dividuals composing  the  State  Legislatures  at  the 
expiration  of  every  six  years.  The  responsibility 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  therefore, 
may  be  considered  as  great  or  greater,  to  his  elec- 
tors.  than  the  responsibility  of  the  Senators  of 
the  United  States  to  the  respective  State  Legis- 
latorej:  for  I  contend  the  resi>onsibiUty  of  the 
Senator  is  not  to  the  State  Legislature  in  its  cor* 
porate  character,  but  to  the  individuals  who  may 
happen  to  compose  the  State  Le^slature  at  the 
tune  of  his  election,  in  tiwir  iDdiTidaal  capacities, 


described  only  by  the  corporate  term.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  a  pretension  of  this  kind  by  the  elee* 
tors  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  would 
not  be  tolerated  even  by  the  State  Legislatures. 
But  is  there  nothing  expressly  contained  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  which  would 
afford  a  stronger  implication  against  the  exercise 
of  this  right  by  the  State  Legislatares,  than  the 
implication  from  which  the  right  is  said  to  be 
derived  1 

I  think,  sir,  that  the  very  first  words  of  ihm 
ConsUtntioo,  after  the  preamble,  afford  strong 
evidence  of  the  exclusion  of  the  ri^ht  of  the  State 
Legislatares  to  give  mandatory  instructions  to 
the  Senators  of  the  State.  They  are  the  follow^ 
ing :  ^  All  legislative  powers  herein  granted  shall 
be  vetted  in  a  Congress  of  the  United  Slates, 
which  shall  coaaist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,"  Now.  sir,  upon  the  principle 
of  mandatory  instnietioq's  from  the  State  Legis- 
latures to  the  Senators  of  the  United  States,  will 
Congress  exercise  all    the  legislative  powers 

S ranted  b^  the  Constitution  ?  Will  not  the 
4ate  Legiclanires  essentially  participate  in  the 
exercise  of  the  legislative  powers?  If  they  can 
ooramand  and  direct  the  votes  of  one  distinct  and 
essential  branch  of  Congress  upon  aH  legislative 
subjects,  will  it  not  be  a  material  participation  in 
'  the  legislative  powers  granted  exclusively  to 
Conffreas  ?  Could  they  not  thus  embarrass  the 
whole  proceedings  of  Congress  ?  Could  they  not 
reader  ail  deliberations  on  the  part  of  the  Senate 
unnecessary  ?  Could  they  not  thus  deprire  the 
Government  itself  of  all  energQr  and  emcienoy  ? 
Surely  the  wise  framers  of  the  Constitution  could 
never  have  anticipated,  still  less  could  they  have 
sanctioned,  the  assertion  of  such  principles! 

These  considerations  bring  me  to  examine  th^ 
tendency  of  the  principle  contended  for  upon  the 
character  and  proceedings  of  the  Qenerai  (Gov- 
ernment ;  and,  sir,  had  it  not  been  for  the  opin* 
ions  I  entertain  on  this  question,  I  should^  not 
have  given  the  other  the  critical  examination  I 
have  attempted ;  but,  sir,  such  is  my  opinion  of 
the  iajurioos  effects  of  the  practice  of  ^ving  in- 
structiona  by  the  Legislatores  of  the  States  to 
the  Senators  of  the  United  States,  that  1  deen^ 
it  my  indispensable  doty  to  give  the  sobkct  a 
full  and  candid  investigation;  although  in  doinE 
so,  I  know  I  shall  have  to  encounter  strong  and 
honorable  and  perhaps  insuperable  prepossessions 
against  my  opinions;  particularly  m  the  State  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent.    I  wish  it  to  be  un- 
derstood, however,  sir,  that  in  the  discharge  of 
my  duties  on  this  floor,  I  shall  always  obey  the 
honest  dictates  of  my  own  judgment ;  and  when- 
ever I  see,  or  think  1  see,  danger  of  any  kind 
threatening  the  due  administration  of  this  Gov<* 
emment,  I  will  at  all  times  endeavor  to  expose  it 
to  the  view  of  the  people,  and  particularly  of  those 
from  whom  the  unintentional  danger  is  appre- 
hended ;  reffardless  of  any  consequences  to  my- 
self upon  the  political  theatre.    The  best  mode 
of  appreciating  the  tendency  of  mandatory  in- 
structions upon  the  proceetfmgs  of  the  Federal 
Government,  will  be  to  bring  to  our  recollection 
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the  great  points  of  difiereace  between  the  present 
Gk>?ernnieot  and  former  confederation. 

Under  the  former  confederatioD,  the  States 
yoted  in  their  corporate  characters ;  and  if  the 
Representatives  of  any  one  of  them  were  equally 
divided  in  opinion,  the  State  gave  no  vote.  Un- 
der the  present  Grovernment,  each  Representative 
votes  in  his  individual  character,  and  upon  his 
individual  responsibility.  The  words  of  the 
Constitution  are  ''  and  each  Senator  shall  have 
one  vote."  Under  the  former  confederation,  the 
requisitions  of  Congress  operated  upon  the  States 
in  their  corporate  characters.  Under  the  present 
Government,  the  laws  of  Confj^ress  operate  upon 
the  people  of  the  United  States  u  their  individual 
characters. 

The  former  Congress  did  not  possess  the  means 
necessary  and  proper  for  executing  iu  own  will 
upon  the  subjects  confided  to  iu  deliberations. 
The  present  Congress  possesses  power  to  carry 
into  effect  its  own  will  or  its  laws,  upon  all  sub- 
jects confided  to  its  management.  These  are 
aQiong  the  great  points  of  difference  in  the  char- 
acter and  powers  of  the  two  Governments.  The 
former  Government  fell  to  pieces  from  the  feeble- 
ness of  its  organization,  and  principally  fVom  the 
want  of  power  to  execute  its  own  will,  from  its 
dependence  upon  the  State  Legislatures  for  the 
execution  of  its  requisitions. 

Now,  sir,  if  the  Slate  Legislatures  possess  the 
right  to  give  mandatory  instructions  to  their  Sen- 
ators respectively,  I  see  very  little  difference  in  the 
oharacter  of  the  present  and  former  confederal 
tlon ;  for  there  can  be  very  little  difference  in  the 
practical  effect  of  the  principle  of  requisitions  by 
Congress  upon  the  State  Legislatures.  which.may 
be  rejected  at  their  discretion,  and  the  principle 
of  the  State  Legislatures  making  requisitions  by 
mandatory  instructions  upon  one  essential  branch 
of  Congress;  which  must  be  obeyed  by  that 
branch  m  exclusion  of  all  discretion  whatever. 
The  feebleness  and  incongruity  of  the  latter  prin- 
ciple is,  in  my  opinion,  at  least  equal  to  the  first, 
nnd  if  admitted  and  indulged  in,  will  as  certainly 
terminate  in  the  ruin  and  dissolution  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. Another  injurious  tendency  of  manda- 
tory Instructions,  is,  to  add  to  the  locality  of  feel- 
ings and  opinions  In  the  deliberations  of  this 
honorable  body,  already  too  strong  by  native  and 
habitual  prepossessions  and  predilections.  Ano- 
ther injurious  tendency  of  mandatory  instructions 
rtoults  f^m  their  inflnence  in  restraining  the  free 
exercise  of  opinion  in  the  deliberations  of  this 
honorable  body  :  and  if  generally  practised  upon 
would  render  all  deliberatione  unnecessary.  The 
incongruitv  of  mandatory  instructions  to  the  op- 
erations of  this  Government  will  appear  more 
obvious,  by  reflecting,  that,  if  the  same  measure 
Were  to  be  concurred  in  and  required  by  every 
State  Legislature  in  the  Union,  and  their  Sena- 
tors peremptorily  instructed  to  effect  it,  without 
exercising  any  discretion  of  their  own,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  such  would  be  the  difference  in  the 
mode  or  detail  of  the  instructions  from  the  re- 
spective State  Legislatures,  as  to  put  it  out  of  the 
power  of  the  Senate  to  efiSect  their  object ;  the 


Senators  from  each  State  beinff  bound  to  porsoe 
the  mode  pointed  out  to  them  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  they  respectively  represent.  Indeed 
such  is  my  opinion  of  the  tendency  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  mandatory  instructions,  that  I  should  r^ 
gret  very  much  to  see  it  established  and  frequently 
resorted  to.  The  practice,  in  my  opinion,  would 
eventuate  in  producing  feebleness  and  inefficiency 
in  the  General  Gk>vernment;  collision  among  the 
several  States ;  and  finally  disunion  and  dissoia- 
t ion  of  the  Gkneral  Government. 

Sir,  I  now  am,  and  always  have  been, attached 
to  an  efficient  Government — ^a  Government  rtrong 
enough  to  repel  external  violence,  and  to  insure 
domestic  tranquillity,  and  to  secure  the  person 
and  property  of  the  individual  citizens.  The 
Federal  Government  I  oonoeive  to  be  an  indis- 
pensable instrument  in  the  effectuation  of  these 
great  objects.  I  have  often  wondered  at  seeing 
gentlemen  of  learning,  of  talents,  and  of  patriotism, 
rejoicing  at  the  curtailment  of  its  necessary  pov- 
ers.  They  seem  to  me  to  enjoy  the  triumph  of 
everv  event  of  this  kind,  as  much  as  if  they  bad 
plucked  a  laurel  from  the  brow  of  their  most  in- 
veterate enemy  and  placed  it  round  their  own ; 
not  being  sufficiently  impressed,  in  my  judg- 
ment, with  the  importance  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment  to  the  preservation  of  their  own  personal 
^safety,  and  the  security  of  their  property,  &c. 

The  gentleman  fromGreorgia  (Mr.  CfiClLWPORD) 
was  pleased  to  say,  that  in  giving  instructions  to 
the  Senators  upon  this  occasion,  the  great  States 
had  been  influenced  solely  by  motives  of  avarice. 
I  regret  the  remark ;  and  I  think,  if  the  gentleman 
would  dispassionately  reconsider  it,  he  would  also 
regret  it.  I  think  he  would  admit,  that  the  Le- 
gislature of  Virginia  could  not  have  acted  under 
the  influence  of  such  a  motive.  And,  sir,  I  fee 
a  pride  and  a  pleasure  in  standing  here  to  repe 
the  imputation,  and  to  do  iustice  to  the  real 
motives  of  the  Legislature.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  de- 
termine what  are  the  particular  circumstances 
which  could  have  induced  the  gentleman  to  as- 
cribe the  motive  of  avarice  to  the  Virginia  Le- 
gislature on  this  occasion.  It  is  true,  thata  branch 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Spates  with  the  triflmg 
capital  of  •300,000  is  established  at  Norfolk;  and 
that  a  branch  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  is  also  es- 
tablished there.  But  these  circumstances  furnish 
no  possible  motive  of  avarice  to  the  Virginui  Le- 
gislature. The  amount  of  capital  and  its  effect^ 
are  quite  unimportant  to  the  State.  Norfou 
itself,  although  equally  respectable  and  important 
with  any  other  portion  of  the  State  of  the  same 
extent  and  population,  is  not  sufficient  to  excite 
the  avarice  of  the  Virginia  Legislature.  The 
Legislature  of  Virginia  consisU  principally  ot 
agriculturists  residing  in  the  interior  of  the  Sute, 
who  concern  themselves  very  little  with  banks 
and  bank  operations.  They  have  made  no  cal- 
culations Of  pecuniary  interests  upon  this  occa- 
sion. They  have  acted  in  giving  instructions 
from  the  purest  and  most  honorable  motives,  from 
a  conviction  that  the  power  of  granting  charters 
of  incorporation  was  not  conferred  on  Congress  of 
the  Constitution!  but  reserved  to  the  States  le* 
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spectirely.  Tbmt  this  cooTiction  alone  was  the 
indacetnent  to  their  iostractions  will  appear  ob' 
vioos  from  the  instractions  themselves,  which  I 
beg  leare  to  read : 

'*  The  Genera]  Aiseinblj  of  Virginia  Ti«w  with  the 
most  Mriooa  concern  the  late  attempts  which  have  been 
made  to  obtain  from  Coogrtss  a  renewal  of  the  charter 
ineorporating  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

This  Assembly  is  deeply  impressed  with  the  convie- 
tion  that  the  original  grant  of  that  charter  was  uncon- 
stitutionalt  that  Congress  hare  no  power  whateTor  to 
renew  it,  and  that  the  exercise  of  snch  a  power  wonld 
be  not  only  nnoonstitational,  but  a  dangerous  encroadi- 
ment  on  the  sovereignty  of  tiie  States.    Therefore, 

Re8oi9ed,  That  the  Senators  of  this  State,  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  be  instructed  and  out 
KepresenfeatiTes  most  earnestly  requested,  in  the  exe- 
cution oi  their  duties,  as  faithful  representatives  of  their 
coontry,  to  use  their  best  efforts  in  opposing  by  every 
means  in  their  power  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Sutes. 

jAjruAmT22,  1811. 

Agreed  to  ROBT.  TAYLOR.  3.  SL 

JA8.  BARBOUR,  S.  H,  D. 

A  copy  from  the  original, 
Test :  J Aa.  Puasasts,  C.  H.  D:' 

It  manifestly  appears  from  these  instractions 
that  a  conviction  of^the  unconstitutionality  of  the , 
original  bank  law  was  the  sole  inducement  with 
the  Legislature  for  giving  them ;  and  here,  sir, 

r^rmit  me  to  express  a  hope,  that  the  argaments 
have  urged  in  favor  of  this  opinion  will  amply 
justify  the  Legislature  in  the  honest  conviction 
under  which  it  has  acted.  Permit  me  also  to 
remark,  sir,  that  while  I  cannot  admit  that  in- 
atrueiions  in  any  case  possess  a  mandatory  in* 
flnenceover  the  Senator;  and  while  I  think  the 
praeiice  of  ffiving  instructions  in  general,  a«d 
upon  general  points  of  policy,  is  attended  with 
injurious  effects  upon  the  proceedings  of  this 
Government,  dbc. — yet,  in  a  case  of  rights  reserved 
to  the  States,  the  Legislatures  not  only  have  the 
right,  but  it  is  their  daiy  to  express  their  opinions 
to,  or  instruct,  their  Senators  (fori  will  not  cavil 
about  terms)  to  resist  the  usurpations  of  the  Qen- 
eral  Government.  It  is  the  mildest  way  in  which 
their  agency  can  be  brought  to  bear  upon  all  such 
cases ;  and  this  being  a  case  in  point,  the  instruct- 
ing Legislatures  stand  perfectly  justifiable  in  the 
conduct  they  have  adopted  in  that  respect.  I 
hope,  sir,  that  I  have  rescued  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia  from  the  unmerited  imputations  thrown 
against  it,  Inadvertently  I  am  sure,  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  (Mr.  Ga a wpoao ;)  and  have 
shown  that  it  has  been  influenced  by  the  purest, 
the  most  laudable  and  the  most  honorable  mo- 
tives, dbc. 

1  have,  sir,  thus  presented  to  the  Senate  the 
most  impartial  and  comprehensive  views,  which 
my  best  reflections  have  enabled  me  to  take  of 
the  Constitutional  question  involved  in  the  pres- 
ent discussion,  and  of  alt  the  other  topics  which 
have  been  incidentally  connected  with  iL  I  will 
now  proceed  to  examine  the  subject  in  another 
point  of  view. 
Upon  the  question  respecting  the  expediency 


of  the  renewal  of  the  bank  charter,  the  friends  of 
the  bill  claim  the  whole  weight  of  the  argument; 
whilst  some  of  its  opposers  tacitly  acquiesce  in, 
and  others  faintly  oppose  this  lofty  pretension. 
Notwithstanding  these  cirojtim stances,  I  enter- 
tain very  great  doubts  upon  that  point.  There 
appear  to  me  to  be  considerations  of  great  weight 
against  it;  perhaps  more  than  sufficient  to  coun- 
terbalance tnose  urged  in  favor  of  it.  Both  the 
gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  bill  relied  very  much 
upon  the  suggestion,  that  the  prosperity  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  attributable  in  a  very  great  d6« 
gree,  indeed  almost  exclusively,  to  the  establish- 
ment and  operation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  I  believe,  sir,  nothing  is  more  difficult 
than  to  ascertain  the  true  causes  of  the  wealth 
and  prosperity  of  nations ;  verj  few  writers  have 
been  successful  in  the  investigation  of  that  in- 
tricate subject;  but  the  adventitious  establisb- 
mentand  operation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
are  aroon^iBt  the  last  causes  to  which  I  would  as- 
cribe their  rapid  increase  of  wealth  and  their 
general  and  extensive  prosperity.  It  is  not  to  any 
ad  venticiousj  local  causes  we  are  to  look  for  these 
universal  effects.  If  I  were  to  look  for  their  real 
causes,  I  should  exoect  to  find  them,  in  the  ge- 
nius and  wisdom  of^political  institutions;  in  per- 
mitting every  citizen  to  employ  his  faculties  at 
his  own  discretion,  for  the  attainment  of  property  i 
and  securing  to  him  the  perfect  and  uncontrolled 
enjoyment  of  it  when  acquired.  B^oh  citizen, 
thus  acquiring  wealth  and  prosperity  to  him* 
self^  wonld  of  coarse  accnmulate  the  general 
stock,  &c.  These  inestimable  blessings  have  also 
been  attended  with  signal  and  peculiar  advanta- 
ges, with  an  exemption  from  wars,  and  all  other 
great  political  calamities,  dbe.,  dbe.,  whilst  that  por* 
lion  of  the  world  with  which  we  have  the  most 
extensive  commercial  rehition  has  been,  and  still 
is,  unhappily  involved  in  wars  almost  intermina- 
ble and  of  the  most  disastrous  characters ;  from 
which,  till  latterly,  our  commercial  fellow  citi- 
zens have  derived  advantages  almost  incalculable^ 
and  of  course  added  {greatly  to  the  general  stock 
of  wealth  and  prosperity,  dbc.  To  these  and  such 
like  causes,  permanent  in  their  character,  and 
universal  in  their  operation,  are  properly  to  be 
ascribed  the  general  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the 
nation ;  and  not  to  the  adventitious  circumstance 
of  the  creation  of  a  bank ;  still  less  should  we 
rely  upon  this  cause,  when  we  reflect  that  the 
bank  is  local  in  its  operations;  whilst  the  scene 
of  prosperity  is  nniversal  through  the  United 
States,  pervading  those  parts  of  them  where  the 
operations  of  the  bank  are  scarcely  known,  and 
its  influence  never  felt,  as  much  as  those  parts 
immediately  within  the  focal  point  of  iu  Influ- 
ence, d^:.  This  argument,  therefore,  I  conceive 
has  been  urged  by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  greatly 
beyond  its  real  merits,  and  received  with  too 
much  iacility  and  effect  by  its  opposers. 

The  gentleman  from  Geor^a  (Mr.  CaAWFORn) 
upon  introducing  to  the  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
was  pleased  to  say,  that  he  should  rely  in  some 
degree  upon  that  report }  although  he  knew,  that 
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mcntioniog  it  woaki  excite  toridious  feelings  ia 
some  of  the  members  of  this  body.  I  do  not  kttow 
to  whom  the  gentiemao  meant  to  apply  his  alio- 
ston.  I  can  only  say  for  myself,  that  1  think  the 
report  is  entitled  lo  a  respectful  attention— that  I 
would  give  it  the  same  respect,  that  I  wonid  show 
to  a  report  from  the  head  of  any  other  depart- 
ment. It  has  always  been  my  invariable  habii, 
to  form  my  opinions  from  the  facts  contained  in 
the  documents  before  me,  regardless  of  the  au- 
thors of  them ;  nor  could  I  ever  condescend,  in 


mothing  rery  operative  ill  the  Secretary's  report 
He  says  in  sulwtance  that  he  has  found  in  prac- 
tice the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  be  a  conve- 
nient instrument  for  facilitating  the  management 
of  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  nation;  which  I  be- 
lieve is  generally  admitted.  It  is  also  true  that 
the  Secretary  has  found  it  convenient,  and  has 
ventured  to  express  his  opinion  in  favor  of  the 
eonstiiutionaiity  of  the  bank  bill ;  and  I  am  wil- 
ling to  give  credit  to  the  opinion,  for  what  it  is 
worth.  No  gentleman  wonld  say  it  ought  to  pre- 
clude the  free  exercise  of  opinion  by  others ;  and  1 
acknowledge,  upon  this  particular  subject,  I  am 
not  inclined  to  ^ive  it  the  weight  to  which  that 
gentleman's  opmions  would  be  entitled  upon 
other  occasions ;  because  he  has  uniformly  mani- 
iiested  too  much  zeal  for  the  success  of  this  bilK 
to  leave  the  mind  perfectly  free  in  the  investiga- 
tion. He  has  for  a  long  time  ured  such  various 
nnd  incessant  means  to  effect  the  renewal,  that 
his  mind  must  be  in  some  degree  divested  of  that 
coolness  and  impartiality  which  are  indispensa- 
ble to  a  critical  and  correct  analysis  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

The  gentleman  from  €(eorgia  (Mr.  Cbawford) 
observed,  that  it  was  better  to  have  a  bank  de- 
pendant on  the  United  States,  than  to  increase 
Che  dependence  of  the  government  upon  the  State 
banks,  over  which  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  cannot  exercise  any  control.  I  would  sub- 
mit to  the  honorable  gentleman,  upon  further  re- 
flection, to  say.  whether  the  remark  is  applicable 
to  the  bill  under  consideration.  After  the  char- 
ter is  once  granted,  I  see  no  control  reserved  to 
the  Government.  I  fear  the  controlling  influence 
would  be  on  the  other  side.  If,  however,  there 
must  be  an  United  States'  Bank,  I  would  prefer 
one  of  that  character  to  the  present  project.  I 
have  too  much  confidence  m  Congress  to  be 
alarmed  at  the  influence  of  a  bank  under  its  di- 
rection ;  and  should  greatly  prefer  it  to  one  whose 
direction  should  be  under  the  influence  of  Brit- 
ish capitalists. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Lloyd,)  to  whose  dispassionate,  enlightened, 
and  dignified  observations  I  listened  with  great 
pleasure,  informed  us,  that  there  was  a  capital  of 
wy  millions  of  bank  paper  in  circulation  in  the 
-United  States,  and  the  specie  circulation  for  its 
support  did  not  exceed  ten  millions-*^nd  that 
"Was  daily  diminishing.  If  this  be  the  true  state 
of  the  circulating  mewum,  I  think  the  extensicm 


of  bank  paper  circulation  already  too  great ;  and 
it  would  not  be  surprising  to  me,  if  a  knowledge 
of  this  fact  alone  should  lessen  its  credit.  Its  ex- 
cess has  certainly  become  an  evil,  and  instead  of 
being  still  further  extended,  ought  to  be  curtailed. 
But  the  most  objectionable  circumstance  to  this 
excess  of  circulation  of  bank  paper,  I  conceive  to 
be  its  inevitable  tendency  to  exclude  the  specie 
circulation,  which  it  substitutes.  A  specie  cir- 
culation is  certainly  greatly  preferable  to  paper 
circulation ;  it  has  an  intrinsic  value  in  itself, 
whereas  the  paper  circulation  has  no  intrinsic 
value,  and  its  currency  depends  upon  the  value 
of  the  specie  circulation  which  it  represents.  Of 
course  a  circulation  of  value  is  excluded  from 
the  country,  and  substituted  by  one  of  no  value ; 
and  in  times  of  war  or  other  great  political  ca- 
lamities, when  the  Government  would  stand  most 
in  need  of  the  aid  of  banks  for  its  support,  their 
capacity  to  lend  would  be  the  most  diminished, 
if  not  entirely  destroyed,  by  the  absence  of  specie 
capital,  which  the  circulation  of  bank  paper  has 
banished  from  the  country.  I  presume  the  gen- 
tleman would  not  consider  the  banishment  of  a 
circulation  of  intrinsic  value,  and  substituting  it 
with  one  of  a  representative  value  only,  amongst 
the  prosperous  efi*ects  resulting  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  ffentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr* 
IjI^oyd)  favored  the  Senate  with  the  perusal  of 
his  notes  of  the  evidence  of  the  democratic  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers  of  Philadelphia.  I 
paid  great  attention  to  this  information,  derived 
from  practical  men,  and  should  be  sorry  to  mis- 
conceive it;  and  certainly  could  not  disrespect  it. 
But  there  were  two  facts,  stated  and  assented  to 
hy  all  of  them,  which  seem  to  me  irreeoncileable 
with  the  opinions  expressed  by  those  gentlemen, 
respecting  the  real  causes  of  tne  present  scarcity 
of  money,  and  the  distresses  consequent  upon 
that  scarcity.  The  first  fact  was,  that  the  bank 
in  Philadelphia  discounted  precisely  as  much 
now,  and  proposed  to  do  so  tilt  the  4th  of  March, 
as  it  heretofore  had  done.  The  other  fact  was, 
that  the  paper  had  not  depreciated,  but  was  still 
in  good  credit.  The  complaint  was  not  that  the 
paper,  when  obtained,  was  not  of  good  credit, 
and  would  not  answer  their  purposes;  but  that 
they  could  not  obtain  it.  Now,  sir,  i  cannot 
conceive  how  the  soarcitv  of  money,  and  conse- 
quent diitress,  can  arise  from  any  apprehension 
of  putting  down  the  bank,  when  precisely  the 
same  sum  of  monev  is  now  put  into  circulation 
by  it  as  was  fororeriy  done,  and  the  money  itself 
in  ^ood  credit.  The  pecuniary  distresses  com- 
plained of,  in  my  judgment,  are  not  properly  at- 
tributable to  these  causes,  but  to  some  others 
more  inscrutable,  and  which  have  escaped  the 
observations  of  those  gentlemen.  Perhaps  they 
may  more  justly  be  ascribed,  in  some  instances^ 
to  the  general  embarrassment  of  the  commercial 
world  at  present — particularly  the  embarrass- 
ments of  American  commerce  at  the  present 
moment,  and  perhaps,  in  some  instances,  to  some 
unknown  embarrassments  and  difficulties  in  the 
particular  occupations  £€  the  compkining  indi- 
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Tiduals.  Tb«re  U  SQoUitr  fad  to  vhow  that  th« 
alarm  at  preaeoi  is  greatly  exafrgerated.  or  is  cer* 
taioly  greatly  beyond  aoy  real  cause  for  it.  It 
will  appear  Irom  the  Secretary's  report,  that  the 
debu  doe  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  are 
ooly  $600,000  less  than  they  were  twelve  months 
ago;  of  course  the  discounts  of  the  whole  insli- 
tuiion  could  ooly  be  lessened  to  that  extent,  and 
it  is  impossible  for  nae  to  beiieTe  that  the  pay- 
ment of  that  trivial  sum,  compared  with  the 
whole  mercantile  capital  of  the  United  States, 
coold  be  seriously  felt  by  the  merchants  gener- 
ally; especially  as  they  have  been  twelve  whole 
months  in  paying  it.  If  the  payment  of  that 
som  in  twelve  months  could  produce  all  the  dis- 
tresses we  bear  of,  I  hope  we  shall  hear  no  more 
of  oar  immense  mercantile  wealth,  and  the  great 
extension  of  oar  mercantile  capitaL  Yet  this  is 
the  only  real  cause  for  all  the  clamor  and  alarm 
circulating  through  the  country.  I  think,  with 
some  conldeoce,  that  the  consequences  of  put- 
tiog  down  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  must 
be  artificially  exaggerated,  or  Very  much  misap- 
prehended;  and  this  opinion  is  grounded  upon 
the  consideration  that  it  is  directly  repugnant  to 
the  interest  of  the  bank  to  cause  the  apprehended 
distresses,  and  its  directors  certainly  have  the 
power  to  avoid  the  production  of  them.  And  I 
tbiok  that  when  «  calculauon  is  made,  and  a 
eoaclasion  drawn  upon  the  idea  that  a  moneyed 
iastiiutiott  will  pursue  its  own  interest,  it  may 
fairly  be  said  to  be  grounded  on  a  solid  consider- 
ation. I  cannot  see  how  puttiog  down  this  in- 
stitaiion  can  materially  affect  the  pecuniary  abili- 
ties of  the  nation;  its  actual  funds  for  diseounjing 
will  be  nearly  the  same;  the  position  of  them 
ooJy  will  be  changed;  they  will  £nd  their  way 
into  (he  State  banks,  and  their  ability  to. discount 
will  be  increased  proportionably  to  the  increase 
of  their  deposi  tes*  Nor  am  I  at  all  alarmed  at  the 
suggestion,  that  eleven  millions  of  dollars  will  be 
drawn  out  of  the  country  by  the  British  capital- 
ists, because  ii  will  not  be  their  interest  to  do  so. 
Tbeir  dollars  are  worth  more  here  than  in  Great 
Britain.  If  drawn  there,  they  would  soon  be 
melted  down  into  their  depreciated  pnper  circu- 
lation. They  might  also  draw  bills  to  advan- 
tage, so  that  I  doubt  whether  an  additional  dollar 
will  be  shipped  from  the  country,  in  consequence 
of  the  rejection  of  this  bill.  Certainly  they  will 
not  to  any  great  extent. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  President,  suggest  a  tew  con- 
siderations, which  I  acknowledge  have  great  in- 
ftaeoce  on  my  mind  in  deciding  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  proposed  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  ot  the  United  States.  I  do  it  with 
great  diffidence,  because  I  have  not  yet  heard 
them  suggested  by  any  other  gentleman ;  at  least 
not  precisely  as  they  affect  my  mind.  I  will, 
however,  present  them  to  the  Senate,  and  do  not 
wish  them  to  be  appreciated  beyond  what  they 
are  worth.  In  the  incorporation  of  a  bank  upon 
the  principles  now  proposed,  the  sreat  advantage 
to  the  stockholders  consists  in  legalixiag  their 
credit,  and  authorising  them  to  draw  an  interest 
on  it,  as  well  as  on  their  money.    Individuals 


can  obtain  interest  only  on  a  loan  of  mooey-^the 
bank  is  authorized  to  obtain  interest  on  a  loan  ol 
credit,  and  that  interest,  according  to  the  report- 
ed dividends  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  State%. 
has  been  eight  per  cent,  per  annum;  and  it  is* 
probable  it  will  continue  quite  as  hi^b.    This- 
a^yantage  is  not  confined  to  the  credit  arising: 
from  the  money  owned  by  the  stockholders;  bul. 
also  that  which  arises  from  the  deposites  of  moaejr 
belonging  to  other  people— nor  is  this  all;  it  c»-r. 
tends  to  the  credit  which  arises  from  the  enoi^ 
motts  deposites  of  public  money.    It  appears  from 
the  Secreury's  report,  that  seven  tenths  of  the 
whole  stock  are  held  by  British  capitalists;  per- 
haps the  proportion  is  greater,  but  covered  ia 
some  instances  by  American  names.    It  also  ap- 
pears, jthat  they  will  have  enjoyed  the  full  term 
of  these  incorporated  advantages  on  the  4th  of 
March  next ;  of  course,  a  refusal  to  renew  them 
cannot  in  any  respect  be  considered  as  a  depart- 
ure from  good  faith.    Now  I  can  see  neither  the 
policy  nor  expediency  of  extending  these  favors 
and  advantages  voluntarily  to  these  foreignera 
for  twenty  years  in  exclusion  of  our  own  citi- 
zens; at  least  to  the  extent  of  the  foreign  capital 
now  invested  in  the  institution.    I  think,  sir,  al 
the  same  time,  I  can  see  very  strong  and  peco^ 
liar  gr9und8  of  objection  to  the  policy  and  expe- 
diency of  this  measure.    My  objection  arises 
from  the  enormous  British  influence,  which  no- 
toriously pervades  this  country;  and,  I  believe, 
affects  the  proceedings  of  Gbvernment,  so  seri- 
ously, that  It  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  independ* 
ent.    I  verily  believe,  that  this  ba)aefui  influence 
hns  already  driven  the  Government  from  meas- 
ures which  the  best  ioterest  of  the  nation  re- 
quired. 

Whilst  we  find  Great  Britain  claiming  exclu- 
sive dominion  on  the  ocean,  posstfteed  of  an  im- 
mense mercantile  capital  and  pecuniary  resour- 
ces almost  inexhaustible,  we  find  many  of  her 
subjects  intimately  connected  with  our  citizens 
in  eommeroial  pursuits*  We  find  many  mer- 
cantile houses  in  that  country  associated  with 
mercantile  houses  in  this,  so  much  so,  that  when 
we  hear  of  great  failures  in  Liverpool,  we  may 
look  out  for  squalls  and  breaVers  at  New  York. 
Not  only  has  this  influence  operated  on  the  peo- 
ple generally,  but  I  state  it  as  my  firm  conviction 
that  it  has  operated  and  now  operates  on  the  Qo v- 
ernment  ot  the  United  States.  Is  this  mercan- 
tile connexion  tho  only  source  of  influence? 
Not  at  all,  sir;  the  influence  accruing  to  Qreat 
Britain  from  the  identity  of  language,  from 
readins  British  books,  from  the  precedents  de- 
rived  from  her  systems  of  jurisprudence,  incul- 
cated in  early  life— *from  intermarriages,  and  vari- 
ous other  circumstances,  paralyzes  the  efforts  of 
our  country,  and  almost  reduces  it  to  a  state  of 
colonal  dependence ;  I  consider  this  bank  as  giv- 
ing that  diversified  influence  a  body  and  form 
for  action.  Have  we  not  been  told  that  this 
bank  has  been  so  operative,  as  to  elevate  or  de- 
press the  State  banks  at  pleasure?  As  to  en- 
I  large  or  contract  the  circulating  medium?  And 
I  is  it  desirable  that  such  an  engine  should  exist 
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ID  the  haods  of  fdreiflrners?  Take  away  this  id- 
flaeoce,  and  Great  Britain  would  stand  nearly 
on  the  same  footing  in  relation  to  us,  that  any 
other  nation  does.  I  have  not  overlooked  the 
observation^  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  in 
relation  to  this  subject.  He  observed,  if  there  be 
Any  influence,  it  is  reciprocal;  that  these foreigp- 
«rs.  having  funds  in  the  United  States'  Bank, 
^11  use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  a  respect 
^or  our  rights,  or  to  keep  the  two  nations  at 
peace.  I  believe  they  will;  but  whilst  they  may 
have  an  influence  in  this  country,  th6y  will  have 
>Done  in  their  own.  The  influence  of  seven  roil- 
^lions  of  dollars  will  not  be  felt  In  that  country, 
where  three  hundred  millions  are  annuallv  ez- 
rnnded;  although  it  will  have  much  weight  nere. 
There  is  then  no  reciprocation  of  influence,  as 
the  gentleman  supposes.  I  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman, how  this  infloence  has  been  heretofore 
exerted  in  practice  upon  the  two  Governments? 
Has  it  been  able  to  induce  Great  Britain  to  relax 
in  her  hostility  against  us  in  the  smallest  degree? 
Has  it  prevented,  or  repealed  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, dbc.?  Has  it  saved  from  impressment  one 
American  seamen  ?  Did  it  prevent  the  attack 
upon  the  Chesapeake  ?  In  short,  has  it  restrain- 
ed the  hostile  arm  of  Gkeat  Britain  from  any 
hostile  act,  dbc.  ?  On  the  other  hand,  how  has 
it  acted  on  our  Government?  Has  it  not  been 
instramental  in  paralyzing  every  effort  of  resist- 
ing these  hostilities  ?  Has  it  not  cooled  us  down 
to  a  state  of  humble  submission,  &c.  ?  These  are 
its  natural  practical  effects,  and  will  continae  to 
be  so.  I  am  very  far  from  wishing  to  interrupt 
the  harmony  and  friendship  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain*  provided  they  can  be 
poreserved  on  honorable  terms,  but  not  by  submis- 
sion brought  about  by  British  influence.  I  find  I 
have  trespassed'too  long  on  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate;  but  I  beg  to  be  permitted  to  repiv  to  two 
observations,  one  of  which  has  been  muen  relied 
on;  and  I  will  pass  over  all  others. 

It  has  been  asked  by  one  gentleman  whether 
this  was  a  very  propitious  lime  for  patting  an 
end  to  this  establishments  I  admit  that  it  is  not; 
that  very  serious  embarrassments  attend  our 
commercial  operatiohs.  The  sequestrations  of 
France,  the  British  Orders  in  Council,  as  well 
as  the  interruptions  from  other  countries,  must 
have  had  a  very  serious  effect  on  our  commerce. 
I  regret  that  this  measure  is  called  for,  at  so  in- 
auspicious a  time.  I  am  willing  to  admit  that 
if  we  enforce  the  non-intercourse  the  pressure 
will  not  be  lessened.  But  are  these  circumstan- 
ces so  inauspicious,  as  to  warrant  us  in  passing 
over  solemn  Constitutional  objections  ?  Are  they 
such  as  to  warrant  us  in  still  further  increasing 
British  influence  in  the  nation  ?  These  are  seri- 
ous considerations;  and,,  in  my  judgment,  furnish 
strong  grounds  of  objection  to  the  policy  and  ex- 
pediency of  the  proposed  renewal  of  the  bank 
charter.  Gentlemen  mav  speak  of  the  impartial- 
ity of  the  bank  as  they  please;  but  it  is  notorious 
that  it  has  always  been  hostile  to  all  measures  di- 
rected against  England,  and  against  the  Adminis- 
tration generally;  evinced  in  the  choice  of  diree- 1 


tors,  ^.  The  jfentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Cbawford)  feelingly  complained,  that  this  had 
artificiailv  been  made  a  party  question  by  the 
course  adopted  in  its  discussion.  I  fear  the  re- 
mark is  too  true;  that  this  iliscussion  partakes 
too  much  of  that  character.  I  have  endeavored 
to  exclude  every  idea  of  that  nature  from  the 
observations  just  made.  I  always  regret  to  see 
any  question,  in  discussion  before  this  honorable 
body,  assume  the  character  of  parties.  It  is  al- 
ways unwise  in  the  party  in  power  artificially  to 
create  party  questions.  It  reminds  me  of  the 
silly  boatswain,  who,  not  content  to  sail  easily 
along  before  a  pleasant  breeze,  pats  up  his  whis- 
tle for  a  storm,  which,  when  it  arrives,  upsets  his 
vessel,  and  sends  her  to  the  bottom.  It  is  our 
duty  to  examine  every  question  solely  on  the 
ground  of  right  and  wrong.  In  this  country, 
that  party  will  keep  longest  in  ponession  of 
power,  which  shall  oo  right  and  administer  jus^ 
lice  regardless  of  all  other  considerations.  I  hope 
all  my  efforts  have  heretofore  tended  to  produce 
these  ends.  It  has  been  at  all  times  my  object  to 
search  out  right,  and  vigilantly  to  pursue  it,  re- 
gardless of  incidental  consequences.  Influenced 
solely  by  these  considerations,  I  have  endeavored 
to  give  this  subject  the  moat  impartial  iavestig^- 
tion.  I  have  done  so  with  the  most  respectful 
attention  to  the  motives  and  reasonings  of  other 
gentlemen.  I  know  that  I  stand  much  in  need 
of  the  same  liberality  and  iodulgenee  myself, 
which,  I  hope  and  doubt  not,  I  shall  receive  in 
return. 

When  Mr.  Gilbb  had  conelnded,  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


Fbidat,  February  15. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  providing  for 
the  removal  of  the  land  office  established  at 
Nashville,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  Can- 
ton, in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  authorize  the 
Register  and*  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  to  su- 
perintend the  public  sales  of  land  in  the  district 
east  of  Pearl  river,"  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives ;  and,  after  progress,  the  farther 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  two  bills  brought  up  vesterday  for  concur- 
rence we^e  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anobbson,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  David  Porter,  a  commander  in 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States';  and,  on  motion, 
it  was  agreed  that  the  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  until  to*morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  enable  the  Georgetown  Poto- 
mac Bridge  Company  to  levy  money  for  the  ob- 
ject of  its  incorporation;"  and  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly.  On  the  question,  Shall  this 
bill  be  now  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as 
amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 
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The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  passed 
on  the  23tb  day  of  February,  1791. 

Mr.  Clat. — Mr.  President :  When  the  subject 
ioroked  in  the  motion  now  under  coosideratlon 
was  depeDding*  before  the  other  braneb  of  the 
Legislature,  a  disposition  to  acquiesce  in  their  de* 
cision  was  pTinced.  For  although  the  committee 
who  reported  this  bill  had  been  raised  many-  weeks 
prior  to  the  determination  of  that  House  on  the 
proposition  to  re-charter  the  bank,  except  the  oc- 
easiooal  reference  to  it  of  memorials  and  petitions, 
we  scarcely  ever  heard  of  it.  The  rejection,  it 
is  true,  ofa  measure  brought  before  either  branch 
of  Congress,  does  not  absolutely  preclude  the 
otfaerfrom  taking  up  the  same  proposition;  but  the 
economy  of  oar  time,  and  a  just  deference  for 
the  opinion  of  others,  would  seem  to  recommend 
a  delicate  and  cautioas  exercise  of  this  power. 
Aa  (bis  subject,  at  the  memorable  period  when 
the  charter  was  granted,  called  forth  the  best  tal- 
ents of  the  nation— as  it  has,  on  various  occasions, 
ondergooe  the  moat  thorough  invastigation,  and 
as  we  can  hardly  expect  that  it  is  susceptibly  of 
receiviog  any  further  elucidation,  it  was  to  have 
been  hoped  that  weahouJd  have  been  spared  an  use- 
less debate.  •  This  was  the  more  desirable  because 
there  are,  I  eonceiye,  much  superior  claims  upon 
ns  for  every  hour  of  the  small  portion  of  the  ses- 
sion yet  remaining  to  us.  Under  the  operation 
of  these  motiTes,  I  had  resolved  to  give  a  silent 
vote,  until  I  felt  itiyself  bound,  by  the  defying 
manner  of  the  arguments  advanced  in  support 
of  the  renewal,  to  obey  the  paramount  duties  1 
owe  my  country  and  its  constitution;  to  make  one 
effort,  however  feeble,  to  avert  the  passage  of 
what  appears  to  me  a  most  unjustifiable  law. 
After  my  honorable  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Giles)  had  instructed  and  amused  us  with  the 
rery  able  aiMl  ingenious  argument  which  he  de- 
livered on  yesterday,  I  shotud  have  still  forborne 
to  trespass  on  the  Senate,  but  for  the  extraordi- 
nary character  of  his  apeech.  He  discussed  both 
sides  of  the  question,  with  great  ability  and  elo- 
quence, and  certainly  demonstrated  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all  who  heard  him,  both  that  it  was 
Constitutional  and  unconstitutional,  highly  pro- 
per and  improper  to  prolong  the  charter  of  the 
Unk.  The  honorable  gentleman  appeared  to  me 
io  the  predicament  iQ  which  the  celebrated  orator 
of  Virginia,  Patrick  Henry,  is  said  to  have  been 
otice  placed.  Engaged  ill  a  most  extensive  and 
locrative  practice  of  the  law,  he  mistook  in  one 
inttanoe  the  side  of  the  cause  on  which  he  was 
retained,  and  addressed  the  court  and  jury  in  a 
▼ery  splendid  and  convincing  speech  in  behalf 
of  his  antagonist.  His  distracted  client  came  up 
to  him  whilst  he  was  progressing,  and  interrupt- 
ing him,  bitterly  exclaimed,  *'  vou  have  undone 
me !  you  have  ruined  me  1" — ^  Never  mind,  give 
yourself  no  concern,"  said  the  adroit  advocate  ; 
and  turning  to  the  court  and  jury,  continued  bis 
argument  by  obserTing,  '*  May  it  pleaaa  your  hon- 


ors, and  yon,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I  have  been 
stating  to  you  what  I  presume  my  adversary  mar 
urge  on  his  side.  1  will  now  show  you  bow  fal- 
lacious his  reasoningand  groundless  his  pretensions 
are."  The  skilful  orator  proceeded,  satisfactorily 
refuted  every  argument  he  had  advanced,  and 
gained  his  cause!  A  success  with  which  I  trust 
the  exertion  of  my  honorable  friend  will  on  this 
occasion  be  crowned. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  honorable  |^ntlemaa 
from  Georgia  (Mr.  CRAWFoan)  that  this  has  been 
made  a  party  question,  although  the  law  incor- 
porating the  bank  was  passed  prior  to  to  the  for- 
mation of  parties,  and  when  Congress  was  not 
biassed  by  party  prejudices.  [Mr.  Crawford 
explained.  He  did  not  mean  that  it  had  been 
made  a  party  question  in  the  Senate.  His  allu- 
sion was  elsewhere.]  I  do  not  think  it  altogether 
fair  to  refer  to  the  discussions  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  as  gentlemen  belonging  to  that 
body  have  no  opportunity  of  defending  themselves 
here.  It  is  true  that  this  law  was  not  the  effect, 
but  it  is  no  less  true  that  it  was  one  of  the  causes 
of  the  political  divisions  of  this  country.  And 
if,  during  the  agitation  of  the  present  question, 
the  renewal  has,  on  one  side,  been  opposed  on 
party  principles,  let  me  ask  if,  on  the  other,  it  has 
not  been  advocated  on  similar  principles?  Where 
is  the  Macedonion  phalanx,  the  opposition*  ia 
Congress?  I  believe,  sir,  I  shall  not  incur  the 
charge  of  presumptuous  prophecy,  when  I  pre- 
dict that  we  shall  not  pick  up  from  its  ranks  one 
single  straggler  I  And  if,  on  this  occasion,  my 
worthy  friend  from  Georgia  has  ^ne  over  into 
the  camp  of  the  enemy,  is  it  kind  in  him  to  look 
back  upon  his  former  friends,  and  rebuke  them 
for  the  fidelity  with  which  they  adhere  to  their 
old  principled? 

I  shall  not  stop  to  examine  how  far  a  represen* 
tative  is  bound  by  the  instructions  of  his  constit- 
uents. This  is  a  question  between  the  giver  and 
receiver  of  the  instructions.  But  1  must  be  per- 
mitted to  express  my  surprise  at  the  pointed  dif- 
ference which  has  been  made  between  the  opin* 
ions  and  instructions  of  State  Legislatures,  and 
the  opinions  and  details  of  the  deputations  with 
which  we  have  been  surrounded  from  Philadel- 
phia. Whilst  the  resolutions  of  those  Legislatures 
— known,  legitimate.  Constitutional  and  deliber- 
ative bodies'— have  been  thrown  into  the  back 
ground,  and  their  in  terference regarded  as  ofllcions, 
these  delegations  from  self-created  societies,  com- 
posed of  whom  nobody  knows,  have  been  received 
by  the  committee  with  the  utmost  complaisance. 
Their  communications  have  been  treasured  up 
with  the  greatest  diligence.  Never  did  the  Del- 
phic priests  collect  with  more  holv  care  the  fran- 
tic expressions  of  the  agitated  Pythia,  or  expound 
them  with  more  solemnity  to  the  astonished  Gre- 
ciaas;  than  has  the  Comniittee  gathered  the  opin- 
ions and  testimony  of  tbe^e  deputies,  and  throueh 
the  i^entleman  from  Massachusetts,  pompously 
detailed  them  to  the  Senate !  Philadelphia  has 
her  immediate  representatives,  capable  of  express- 
ing her  wishes  upon  the  floor  of  the  other  House. 
.If  it  be  improper  for  Slates  to  obtrude  upou  Con- 
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ress  their  seatioients,  it  is  much  more  bighljr  lo 
or  the  unauthorized  deputies  of  fortuitous  con- 
gresatioDs. 

The  first  singular  feature  that  attracts  attention 
in  this  tnll  is  the  new  and  unconstitutional  veto 
which  it  establishes^  The  Constitution  has  re- 
quired only,  that  after  bills  have  passed  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  the  Senate,  they  shall  be 
presented  to  the  President  for  his  approval  or  re- 
jection, and  bis  determination  is  to  be  made  known 
ta  ten  days.  But  this  bill  provides,  that  when 
all  the  Constitutional  sanctions  are  obtained,  and 
when  according  to  the  usual  routine  of  legisla- 
tion it  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  law,  it  is  to  be 
submitted  to  a  new  branch  of  the  Legislature,  con- 
sisting of  the  President  and  twenty-four  Direc- 
tors of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  holding 
their  sessions  in  Philadelphia,  and  if  they  please 
to  approve  it,  why  then  it  is  to  become  a  law  1 
And  three  months  (the  term  allowed  by  our  law 
of  May  last,  to  one  of  the  great  belligerents  for 
revoking  his  edicts,  after  the  otb^r  shall  have  re- 
pealed his)  are  granted  them  to  decide  whether 
%n  act  of  Uongress  shall  be  the  law  of  the  land 
or  not!  An  act  which  is  said  to  be  indispensa- 
bly necessary  to  our  salvation,  and  without  the 
passage  of  which,  universal  distress  and  bank- 
ruptcy are  to  pervade  the  country.  Remember, 
sir^  that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia 
has  contended  that  this  charter  is  no  contract. 
Does  it,  then,  become  the  representatives  of  the 
nation  to  leave  the  nation  at  the  mercy  of  a  cor- 

g oration?  Ought  the  impending  calamities  to 
e  left  to  the  hazard  of  a  contingent  remedy  ? 
This  vagrant  power  to  erect  a  bank,  after  hav- 
ing wandered  throughout  the  whole  Constitution 
in  quest  of  some  congenial  spot  whereupon  to 
fasten,  has  been  at  length  located  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  on  that  provision,  which  au- 
thorizes Congress  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  d&c. 
In  1791,  the  power  is  referred  to  one  part  of  the 
instrument;  la  1311,  to  another.  Sometimes  it 
is  alleged  to  be  deducible  from  the  power  to  regu- 
late commerce.  Hard  pressed  her^  it  disappears, 
and  shows  itself  under  the  grant  to  coin  money. 
The  saeacious  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  1791 

Eursued  the  wisest  course-^he  has  taken  shelter 
ehind  ffeneral,  hifh  sounding,  and  imposing 
terms.  He  has  declared,  in  the  preamble  to  the 
act  establishing  the  bank,  that  it  will  be  very 
conducive  to  the  successful  conducting  of  the 
Bational  finances;  will  tend  to  give  facility  to  the 
obtaining  of  loans,  and  will  be  productive  of  con- 
siderable advantage  to  trade  and  industry  in  gen- 
eral. No  allusion  is  made  to  the  collection  of 
taxes.  What  is  the  nature  of  this  Grovernment? 
It  is  emphatically  federal,  vested  with  an  aggre- 
gate of  specified  powers  fos  general  purposes, 
conceded  by  existing  sovereignties,  who  have 
themselves  retained  what  is  not  so  conceded.  It 
is  said  that  there  are  cases  in  which  it  must  act 
on  implied  powers.  This  is  not  controverted, 
but  the  implication  must  be  necessary,  and  obvi- 
ously flow  from  the  enumerated  power  with 
which  it  is  allied.  The  power  to  charter  com- 
pMiiet  is  not  specified  in  the  grant,  and  I  contend 


is  of  a  nature  not  tnmafcraUe  by  mere  implica- 
tion. It  is  one  of  the  moa  exaUed  attributes  of 
sovereignty.  In  the  ex^cise.  of  thi^  gigantic 
power  we  have  seen  an  East  India  Compaajf 
created,  which  has  carried  dismay,  desolatioa, 
and  death  throughout  one  of  the  largest  portions  of 
the  habitable  world.  A  company  which  is,  ia 
itself,  a  sovereignty— which  has  subverted  em- 
pires and«et  up  new  dynasties — and  has  not  only 
made  war,  but  war  i^inst  its  legitimate  sover- 
eign! Under  the  influence  of  this  power,  we 
have  seen  arise  a  South  Sea  Company,  and  a 
Mississippi  Company,  that  distracted  and  con- 
vulsed all  Europe,  and  menaced  a  total  overthrow 
of  all  credit  and  confidence,  and  universal  bank- 
ruptcy. Is  it  to  be  imagined  thai  a  power  so 
vast  would  have  been  left  by  the  wisdom  of  the 
Constitution  to  doubtful  inference?  It  has  beea 
alleged  that  there  are  man^  instances,  in  the 
Constitution,  where  powers,  ui  their  nature  inci- 
dental, and  which  would  have  necessarily  vested 
along  with  the  principal  power,  are  nevertheless 
expressly  enumerated ;  and  the  power  "  to  make 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the 
laad  and  naval  forces,"  which,  it  is  said,  is  inci- 
dental to  the  power  to  raise  armies  and  provide 
a  navy,  is  given  as  an  example.  What  does 
thiF  prove  ?  How  exuemely  cautious  the  Con- 
vention were  to  leave  as  little  as  possible  to  im- 
plication. In  all  cases  where  iactdeatal  powers 
are  acted  upon,  the  principal  and  incidental 
ought  to  be  congeoial  with  each  other,  and  par- 
take of  a  common  nature.  The  incidental  power 
ought  to  be  strictly  subordinate  and  limited  to 
the  end  proposed  to  be  attained  by  the  specified 
power.  In  other  words,  under  the  naoie  of  ac- 
complishing one  object  which  is  specified,  the 
power  impUed  ought  not  to  be  made  to  embrace 
other  objects,  which  are  not  specified  in  the 
Constitution.  If  then  you  could  establish  a  bank 
to  collect  and  distribute  the  revenue,  it  ought  to 
be  expressly  restricted  to  the  purpose  of  such' 
collection  and  distribution.  It  is  mockery,  worse 
than  usurpation,  to  establish  it  for  a  lawful  ob- 
ject, and  then  extend  it  to  other  objects  which 
are  not  lawful.  In  deducing  the  power  to  create 
corporations,  such  as  I  have  described  it,  from 
the  power  to  collect  taxes^  the  relation  and  con- 
dition of  principal  and  incident  are  prostrated 
and  destroyed.  The  accessory  is  exalted  above 
the  principal.  As  well  might  it  be  said  that  the 
great  luminary  of  day  is  an  accessory,  a  satteiite 
to  the  humblest  star  that  twinkles  forth  its  feeble 
light  in  the  firmament  of  heaven  1 

Suppose  the  Constitution  had  been  silent  as  to 
an  individual  department  of  this  Government, 
could  you,  under  the  power  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  establish  a  judiciary  1  I  presume  not;  bat 
if  you  could  derive  the  power  by  mere  implica- 
tion, could  von  vest  it  with  Any  other  antnority 
than  to  eotorce  the  collection  of  the  revenue  I 
A  bank  is  made  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of  aid- 
ing in  the  colleetion  of  the  revenue,  and  while  it 
is  engaged  ia  this,  the  most  inferior  and  subordi- 
nate of  all  its  functions,  it  is  made  to  diffuse 
itself  throughout  society,  and  to  influence  all  the 
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great  operatioM  of  cfedit,  eirealatidn,  and  com* 
meree.  Like  the  Virginift  jastiee,  you  tell  tfae 
man,  wbote  turkey  had  beea  stoieo,  that  your 
book  of  precedents  furnishes  do  form  for  his  case, 
but  ibeo  you  will  itrant  him  a  precept  to  search 
for  s  cow,  and  when  looking  for  that  he  may 
posiUjr  find  his  turkey !  You  say  to  this  eorpo- 
rttioO)  we  can  act  auihorixe  you  to  discount — to 
emit  paper^to  regulate  commerce,  dte.  No! 
Oar  book  has  no  precedents  of  that  kind.  But 
then  we  can  authorize  yon  to  collect  the  rere- 
Boe,  and,  while  occupied  with  that,  you  may  do 
whatever  else  you  please ! 

What  is  a  corporation  eueh  as  the  bill  contem- 
plates? It  fs  a  splendid  association  of  favored 
mdividaals,  taken  from  the  mass  of  society,  and 
ioTested  witJi  «xempttoB8  and  surrounded  oy  im- 
moDities  and  privi  leges.  The  honorable  gentle- 
mao  from  Masaacbosetts  (Mr.  Llotd)  has  said 
that  tfae  original  law,  establishing  the  bank,  was 
justly  liable  to  the  objection  of  Testine  in  that 
iostitotioa  an  exclusive  privilege,  the  faith  of  the 
Goreroment  being  pledged  that  no  other  bank 
should  be  authorized  4uring  its  existence.  This 
objection  he  supposes  is  obviated  hj  the  bill 
noder  consideration ;  but  all  corporations  enjoy 
exclastTe  privilegea — ^that  is,  the  corporators  have 
pririleges  wbich  no  others  possess;  and  if  you 
create  fifty  corporations  instead  of  one.  you  have 
oolf  fifty  privileged  bodies  instead  of  one. 

I  cooteod  that  the  States  have  the  exclusive 
power  to  regulate  contracts,  to  declare  the  ca- 
pseittes  and  incapaeities  to  contract,  and  to  pro- 
tide  as  to  the  extent  of  responsibility  of  debtors  to 
their  creditors.  If  Congress  have  the  power  to 
erect  ao  artificial  body  and  say  it  shall  be  endowed 
with  the  attributes  or  an  individual — if  you  can 
bestow  oa  this  object  of  your  own  creation  the 
ability  to  contract,  may  you  not,  in  contravention 
of  State  rights,  confer  upon  slaves,  infants,  and 
femes  covert,  the  ability  to  contract?  And  if  you 
hare  the  power  to  say  that  an  association  of  indi- 
Tidoals  shall  be  responsible  for  their  debts  only  in 
t  certain  limited  degree,  what  is  to  prevent  an 
eitension  of  a  simitar  exemption  to  individuals? 
Where  is  the  limitation  upon  this  power  to  set 
up  corporations?  You  establish  one,  m  the  heart 
of  a  State,  the  basis  of  whose  capital  is  money. 
You  may  erect  otbers  whose  capital  shall  consist 
of  laud,  slaves,  and  personal  estate,  and  thus  the 
whole  property  within  the  iurisdiction  of  a  State 
might  be  absorbed  by  these  political  bodies. 
The  existing  bank  contends  that  it  is  beyond  the 
power  of  a  State  to  tax  it,  and  if  this  pretension 
be  well  founded,  it  is  in  the  power  of  Congress, 
by  chartering  companies,  ^to  ary  up  the  whole  of 
the  sources  of  State  revenue.  Georgia  has  un- 
dertaken, it  is  true,  to  levy  a  tax  on  the  branch 
within  her  jurisdiction,  but  this  law,  now  under 
a  coarse  of  litigation,  is  considered  as  invalid. 
The  United  States  own  a  great  deal  of  land  in 
the  State  of  Ohio;  can  this  Government,  for  the 
porpose  of  creatine  an  ability  to  purchase  it. 
charter  a  company?  Aliens  are  forbidden,  I  be^ 
liere,  in  that  State,  to  hold  real  estate— could 
you,  ia  order  to  multiply  purchasers,  oonfer  upon 


them  the  capacity  to  hold  land,  in  derogalion  of 
the  local  law?  I  imaaine  this  will  hardly  be  ia« 
sisted  upon ;  and  yet  toere  exists  a  more  obvioua 
connexion  between  the  undoubted  power^  which 
is  possessed  by  this  Government,  to  sell  its  land, 
and  the  means  of  executing  that  power,  by  in* 
creasing  the  demand  in  the  market,  than  there  is 
between  this  bank  and  the  collection  of  a  tax. 
This  Government  has  the  power  to  levy  taxes— 
to  raise  armies— 'provide  a  navy— make  war — reg- 
ulate commerce— coin  money,  dbc.  It  would  not 
be  difficult  to  show  as  intimate  a  coanexion  be* 
tween  a  corporation,  established  for  any  purpose 
whatever,  and  some  one  or  other  of  those  great 
powers,  as  there  is  between  the  revenue  and  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Let  us  inquire  into  the  actual  participation  of 
this  hank  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  Prior 
to  the  passase  of  the  act  of  1800,  requiring  the 
collectors  of  those  ports  of  entry,  at  whicb  the 
principal  bank  or  any  of  its  offices  are  situated, 
to  deposite  with  them  the  custom-house  bonds,  it 
had  not  the  smallest  affeocy  in  the  collection  of 
the  duties.  During  almost  one  moiety  of  the 
period  to  which  the  existence  of  this  institutioti 
was  limited,  it  was  noways  instrumental  in  the 
collection  of  that  revenue,  to  which  it  is  now  be- 
come indispensable!  The  collection,  previous  to 
1800,  was  made  entirelv  by  the  collectors;  and 
even  at  present,  where  there  is  one  port  of  entry, 
at  which  this  bank  is  employed,  there  are  eight 
or  ten  at  which  the  eotleotion  is  made  as  it  waa 
before  1800.  And.  siv,  what  does  this  bank  pr 
its  branches  when  resort  is  had  to  it  ?  It  does  not 
adjust  with  the  merchant  the  amount  of  the  duty, 
nor  take  his  bond ;  nor,  if  the  bond  is  not  paid, 
coerce  the  payment  by  dtatreaa  or  otherwise.  In 
fact  it  has  no  aettve  agency  whatever  in  the  col- 
lection. Its  operation  is  merely  passive ;  that  is, 
if  the  obligor,  after  his  bond  is  placed  in  the  bank, 
discharges  it,  all  ia  very  well.  Such  is  the 
mighty  aid  affi>rded  by  this  Ux-gatherer,  with* 
out  Which  the  Government  cannot  get  along  1 
Again,  it  is  not  pretended  that  the  very  limited 
assistance  which  this  institution  does  in  truth 
render,  extends  to  any  other  than  a  sioflt  speciea 
of  tax,  that  is  duties.  In  the  collection  of  the 
excise,  the  direct  and  other  internal  taxes,  no  aid 
was  derived  from  any  bank.  It  is  true,  in  the 
collection  of  those  taxes,  the  farmer  did  not  ob- 
tain the  same  indulgence  which  the  merchant 
receives  in  paying  duties.  But  what  obliges 
Congress  to  give  credit  at  all?  Could  it  not  de- 
mand prompt  payment  of  the  duties?  And  in 
fact  does  it  not  so  demand  in  many  instances? 
Whether  credit  is  ^iven  or  not,  is  a  matter  merely 
of  discretion.  If  it  be  a  facility  to  mercantile 
operations  (as  I  presume  it  is)  it  oncht  to  be 
granted.  But  I  deny  the  right  toio^ft  upon  it 
a  bank,  which  you  would  not  otherwise  have  the 
power  to  erect.  You  cannot  create  the  necessi- 
ty of  a  bank,  and  then  plead  that  necessity  for 
its  establiabmeot.  In  the  administration  of  the 
finances,  the  bank  acts  simply  as  a  payer  and  re- 
ceiver. The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
money  in  New  York  and  wanto  it  in  Charleston; 
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the  iMDk  will  furnish  him  with  a  check,  or  bill, 
to  make  the  remittaoeei  which  aay  merchant 
would  do  just  as  well. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  show  bf  fact,  actual  ex- 
perience, not  theoretic  reafloniog,  but  by  the  rec' 
ords  themselyes  of  the  Treasury,  that  the  opera- 
tions of  that  department  may  be  as  well  con- 
ducted without  as  with  this  bank.  The  delusion 
has  consisted  in  the  use  of  certain  high-sounding 
phrases,  dexterously  used  on  the  occasion.  ^The 
collection  of  the  revenue" — "The  administration 
of  the  finance" — *^The  conducting  the  fiscal 
afiairs  of  the  Government,"  the  usual  language 
of  the  advocates  of  the  bank,  extort  express  as- 
sent, or  awe  into  acquiescence,  without  inquiry 
or  examination  into  its  necessity.  About  the 
commencement  of  this  year  there  appears,  by 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
7th  01  January,  to  hare  been  a  little  upwards  of 
two  millions  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  S^tes ;  and  more  than 
one-third  of  this  whole  sum  was  in  the  vaults 
of  local  banks.  In  several  instances,  where  an  op- 
portunity existed  of  selecting  the  bank,  a  prefer- 
ence has  been  given  to  the  State  bank,  or  at 
least  a  pprtion  of  the  deposites  has  been  made 
with  it.  In  New  York,  for  example,  there  was 
deposited  with  the  ManhatUn  Bank  9188,670, 
although  a  branch  bank  is  in  that  city.  In  this 
District,  $115,080  were  deposited  with  the  Bank 
of  Columbia,  although  here  also  is  a  branch  bank, 
and  yet  the  State  banks  are  utterly  unsafe  to  be 
trusted !  If  the  money,  after  the  bonds  are  col- 
lected, is  thus  placed  with  these  banks,  I  presume 
there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  placing  the  bonds 
themselves  there,  if  they  must  be  deposited  with 
some  bank  for  collection,  which  I  deny. 

Again,  one  of  the  most  important  and  compli- 
cated branches  of  the  Treasury  Department  is 
the  management  of  our  landed  system.  The 
sales  have  some  years  amounted  to  upwards  of 
half  a  million  of  dollars,  are  generally  made  upon 
credit}  and  yet  no  bank  whatever  is  made  use  of 
to  facilitate  the  collection.  After  it  is  made,  the 
amount  in  some  instances  has  been  deposited  with 
banks,  and  according  to  the  Secretary's  report, 
which  I  have  before  adverted  to,  the  amount  so 
deposited  was  in  Japuary  upwards  of  three  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  not  one  cent  of  which  was 
in  the  vaults  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
or  in  any  of  its  branches,  but  in  the  Bank  of  Peon* 
sylvania,  its  branch  at  Pittsburg,  the  Marietta 
Bank,  and  the  Kentucky  Bank.  Upon  the  point 
of  responsibility,  I  cannot  subscribe  to  the  opin- 
ion ot  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  if  it  is 
meant  that  the  ability  to  pay  the  amount  of  any 
deposites  which  the  Government  may  make  under 
any  exigency,  is  greater  tban  that  of  the  State 
banks;  that  the  accountability  of  a  ramified  in- 
stitution, whose  affairs  are  managed  by  a  single 
head,  responsible  for  all  its  members,  is  more 
simple,  than  tbat  of  a  number  of  independent 
and  unconnected  establishments,  I  shall  not  deny ; 
but.  with  regard  to  safety.  I  am  strongly  inclined 
to  think  it  is  on  the  side  ol  the  local  banks.  The 
eorruption  or  misconduct  of  the  parent,  or  any 


of  its  braneltes,  may  bankrupt  or  destroy  the 
whole  system,  and  the  loss  of  the  Gtoferumeat 
in  that  erent  will  be  of  the  deposites  made  irith 
each;  whereas  in  the  failure  of  one  Sute  bank 
the  loss  will  be  confined  to  the  deposite  in  the 
vaults  of  that  bank.  It  is  said  to  hare  been  a 
part  oi  Burr's  plan  to  seize  on  the  branch  bank 
at  New  Orleans.  At  that  period  large  sums,  im- 
ported from  La  Vera  Cruz,  are  alleged  to  bare 
been  deposited  with  it,  and  if  the  traitor  bad  ac- 
complished his  design,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  if  not  actually  bankrupt,  might  have  been 
constrained  to  stop  payment. 

It  is  urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Masaaehu- 
seiu,  (Mr.  Llotd,>  that  as  this  nation  progresses 
in  commerce,  wealth,  and  population,  new  ener- 
gies will  be  unfolded,  new  wants  and  exigencies 
will  arise,  and  hence  he  infers  that  powers  must 
be  implied  from  the  Constitution.  But,  sir,  the 
question  is,  shall  we  stretch  the  instrunaent  to 
embrace  cases  not  fairly  within  its  scope,  or  shall 
we  resort  to  that  remedy,  by  amendment,  which 
the  Constitution  prescribes? 

Gentlemen  contend  that  the  construction  which 
they  give  to  the  Constitution  has  been  acquiesced 
in  by  all  parties,  and  under  all  Administsations ; 
and  they  rely  particularlv  on  an  act  which  passed 
in  1804,  for  extending  a  branch  to  New  Orleans, 
and  another  act,  of  1807,  for  punishing  those  who 
should  forge  or  utter  forged  paper  of  the  bank. 
With  regard  to  the  first  law,  passed  no  doubt 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, I  would  remark,  tbat  it  was  the  exten- 
sion of  a  branch  to  a  Territory,  oyer  which 
Congress  possesses  power  of  legislation  almost 
uncootroUed,  and  where,  without  any  Constitu- 
tional impediment, charters  of  incorporation  may 
be  granted.  As  to  the  other  act,  it  was  passed 
no  less  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  than  the 
bank — to  protect  the  ignorant  and  unwary  from 
counterfeit  paper,  purporting  to  have  been  emitted 
by  the  bank.  When  gentlemen  are  claiming  the 
advantage  supposed  to  be  deductble  from  acqui- 
escence, let  me  inquire  what  they  would  hare 
had  those  to  have  done  who  believed  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  bank  an  encroachment  upon  State 
rights?  Were  they  to  have  resisted,  and  how  ? 
By  force  ?  Upon  the  change  of  parties,  in  1800, 
it  must  be  well  recollected  that  the  greatest  ca- 
lamities were  predicted  as  consequences  of  that 
event.  Intentions  were  ascribed  to  the  new  occu- 
panu  of  power  of  violating  the  public  faith  and 
prostrating  national  credit  Under  such  circum- 
stances, that  they  should  act  with  great  circum- 
spection was  quite  natural.  They  saw  in  full 
operation  a  bank,  chartered  by  a  Congress  who 
had  as  much  right  to  judge  of  their  Constitutional 
powers  as  their  successors.  Had  they  revoked 
the  law  which  gave  it  existence,  the  institution 
would,  in  ail  probability,  have  continued  to  trans- 
act business  notwithsunding.  The  Judiciary 
would  have  been  appealed  to;  and,  from  the 
known  opinions  and  predilections  of  the  judges 
then  composing  it,  they  would  have  pronounced 
the  act  of  incorporation,  as  in  the  nature  of  a 
contract,  beyond  the  repealing  power  of  any  snc* 
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eeedio^  Legislature.  And,  sir,  whtt  a  seene  of 
eoofosioD  woold  sach  a  state  of  things  have  pre- 
sented'-an  act  of  Congress,  which  was  law  in 
the  statute  book,  and  a  nolKty  on  the  jadicial 
records!  Was  it  not  wisest  to  wait  the  natural 
dissoIotioQ  of  the  corporation,  rather  than  accel- 
erate that  erent  by  a  repealing  law  ioYolring  so 
maof  delicate  considerations? 

Wheo  gentlemen  attempt  to  carry  this  measure 
Qpoo  the  ground  of  acquiescence  or  precedent,  do 
they  forget  that  we  are  not  in  Westminster  Hall  ? 
In  courts  of  justice,  the  utility  of  uniformity  of 
decision  exacts  of  the  judge  a  conformity  to  the 
sdjadication  of  his  predecessor.  In  the  interpret 
tttioB  tod  administration  of  the  law,  this  practice 
18  wise  and  proper;  and  without  it,  everything 
depeodiog  upon  the  caprice  of  the  judge,  we 
thoold  have  no  security  for  our  dearest  rights. 
It  is  far  otherwise  when  applied  to  the  source  of 
legisiatioo.  Here  no  rule  exists  but  the  Consti- 
tation ;  and  to  legislate  upon  the  ground  merely 
that  oor  predecessors  thought  themselves  author- 
ized, aoder  similar  circumstances,  to  legislate,  is 
to  sanctify  error  and  perpetuate  usurpation.  But 
if  we  are  to  be  subjected  to  the  trammels  of  pre- 
cedeDts,  I  claim,  on  the  other  hand,  the  benefit  of 
the  restrtclions  under  which  the  inteHigeot  judge 
eautioQsiy  receives  them.  It  is  an  established 
role,  that  to  ^ive  to  a  previous  adjudication  any 
effect,  the  mind  of  the  judge  who  pronounced  it 
most  hare  been  awakened  to  the  subject,  and  it 
most  have  been  a  deliberate  opinion  formed  after 
full  argoment.  In  technical  language,  it  must 
Dot  hare  been  tub  stlentio.  Now,  the  acts  of 
1804  and  1807,  relied  upon  as  pledgetf  for  the  re- 
charterio;  this  company,  passed  not  only  without 
aoy  diseussioBs,  whatever,  of  the  Constitutional 
power  of  Conj^ess  to  establish  a  bank,  but  I  ven- 
tore  to  say,  without  a  single  member  having  had 
his  attention  drawn  to  this  qudbtion.  I  had  the 
ooDor  of  a  seat  in  the  Senate  when  the  latter  law 
pued ;  probably  voted  for  it ;  and  I  declare,  with 
the  utmost  sincerity,  that  I  never  once  thought 
of  that  point;  and  I  appeal  confidently  to  every 
hoaorabie  member  who  was  then  present  to  say 
if  that  was  not  his  situation. 

This  doctrine  of  precedents,  applied  to  the  Le* 
Sislature,  appears  to  me  to  be  rraugbt  with  the 
most  mischievous  consequences.  The  great  ad- 
TaDtage  of  our  system  of  government  over  all 
others  is,  that  we  have  a  written  Constitution 
dcfioiog  its  limits  and  prescribing  its  authorities; 
»od  that,  however  for  a  time  faction  may  con- 
▼olse  the  nation,  and  passion  and  party  prejudice 
*way  its  functionaries,  the  season  or  reflection 
vill  recur,  when  calmly  retracing  their  deeds, 
*Bdill  aberrations  from  Aindamental  principle 
^U  be  corrected.  But  once  substitute  practice 
for  principle,  the  expositions  of  the  Constitution 
for  the  text  of  the  Constitution,  and  in  vain  shall 
ye  look  for  the  instrument  in  the  instrument 
^Ji^lf*  It  will  he  as  difiused'  and  intangible  as 
the  pretended  Constitution  of  England;  and  it 
ntost  be  sought  for  in  the  statute  book,  in  the 
i|>gitire  journals  of  Congress,  and  in  reports  of 
*M  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.    What  would  be 


our  condition  if  we  were  to  take  the  interpreta- 
tions  given  to  that  sacred  book,  which  is  or  ought 
to  be  the  criterion  of  oor  faith,  for  the  book  itself? 
We  should  find  the  Holy  Bible  buried  beneath 
the  interpretations,  glosses,  and  comments  of 
councils,  synods,  and  learned  divines,  which  have 
produced  swarms  of  intolerant  and  turious  sects, 
partaking  less  of  the  mildness  and  meekness  of 
their  origin  than  of  a  vindictive  spirit  of  hostility 
towards  each  other.  They  ought  to  afford  us  a 
solemn  warning  to  make  that  Constitution,  which 
we  have  sworn  to  support,  our  invariable  guide. 

I  conceive,  then,  sir.  that  we  are  not  empow- 
ered by  the  Constitution,  nor  bound  by  any  prae* 
tice  under  it,  to  renew  the  charter  of  this  bank, 
and  I  might  here  rest  the  argument*  But,  aa 
there  are  strong  obiections  to  tne  renewal  upon 
the  score  of  expediency,  and  as  the  distresses 
which  will  attend  the  dissolution  of  the  bank 
have  been  greatly  exaggerated,  I  will  ask  your 
indulgence  for  a'  few  moments  longer.  That 
some  temporary  inconvenience  will  arise,  I  shall 
not  deny;  but  most  groundlessly  have  the  recent 
failures  in  New  York  been  attributed  to  the  dis- 
continuance of  this  bank.  As  well  might  you 
ascribe  to  that  cause  the  failures  of  Amsterdam 
and  Hamburg,  of  London  and  Liverpool.  The 
embarrasments  of  commerce,  the  sequestration  ip 
France,  the  Danish  captures — in  fine,  the  beUi- 
gerent  edicts  are  the  obvious  sources  of  thesa 
failures.  Their  Immediate  cause  is  the  return  ot 
bills  upon  London,  drawn  upon  the  faith  of  up- 
productive  or  unprofitable  shipments.  Yes,  sir, 
the  protests  of  the  notaries  of  London,  not  those 
of  New  York,  have  occasioned  these  bankrupt- 
cies. 

The  power  of  a  nation  is  said  to  consist  in  the 
sword  and  the  purse.  Perhaps,  at  last,  all  power 
is  resolvable  into  that  of  the  purse,  for  with  it 
you  may  command  almost  everything  else.  The 
specie  circulation  of  the  United  States  is  esti- 
mated by  some  calculators  at  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars; and  if  it  be  no  more,  one  moietjr  is  in  the 
vaults  of  this  bank.  Mii^  not  the  time  arrive 
when  the  concentration  of  such  a  vast  portion  of 
the  circulating  medium  of  the  country  in  the 
hands  of  any  corporation  will  be  dangerous  to  our 
liberties  1  By  whom  is  this  immense  power 
wielded?    By  a  body  who,  in  dero^tion  of  the 

great  principle  of  all  our  institutions,  responai- 
ility  to  the  people,  is  amenable  only  to  a  few 
stbcKbolders^  anu  they  chiefly  foreigners.  Sup- 
pose an  attempt  to  subvert  this  Government, 
would  not  the  traitor  first  aim,  by  force  or  cor- 
ruption, to  acquire  the  treasure  of  this  company  7 
Look  at  it  in  another  aspect.  Seven-tenths  of  its 
capital  are  in  the  hands  of  foreigners,  and  these 
foreigners  chiefly  English  subjects.  We  are  pos- 
sibly upon  the  eve  of  a  rupture  with  that  nation. 
Should  such  an  event  occur,  do  you  apprehend 
that  the  Bnglish  Premier  would  experience  any 
difficulty  in  obtaining  the  emire  control  of  this 
institution?  Republics,  above  all  other  nations, 
ouffht  most  studiously  to  guard  against  foreigu 
influence.  All  history  proves  that  the  internal 
diaaensions  excited  by  foreign  intrigue  have  pro- 
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dttced  tbe  downfall  of  almost  every  free  Govern- 
ment  that  bas  hitherto  existed ;  and  yet  gentle* 
inen  contend  that  we  are  benefited  by  the  posses- 
sion of  this  foreign  capital.  If  we  could  have  its 
use,  without  its  attending  abuse,  I  should  be 
gratified  also.  But  it  is  in  vain  to  expect  the  one 
without  the  other.  Wealth  is  power,  and  under 
whatsoever  form  it  exists  its  proprietor,  whether 
ke  lives  on  this  or  tbe  other  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
will  have  a  proportionate  influence.  It  is  trgued, 
that  our  podsession  of  this  English  capital  gives 
Qs  a  certain  influence  over  the  British  Govern- 
ment.  If  this  reasoning  be  sound,  we  had  better 
revoke  the  inlerdiction  as  to  aliens  holding  land, 
and  invite  foreigners  to  engross  the  whole  pro* 
perty,  real  and  personal,  of  the  country.  We  had 
better  at  once  exehange  the  condition  of  inde- 
pendent proprietors  for  that  of  stewards.  We 
should  then  be  able  to  govern  foreign  nations, 
according  to  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side.  But  let  us  put  aside  this  theory,  and 
appeal  to  the  decisions  of  experience.  Gro  to  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  see  what  bas  been 
achieved  for  us  there  by  Englishmen  holding 
seven-tenths  of  the  capital  of  tnis  bank»  Has  it 
released  from  galling  and  ignominious  bondage 
one  solitary  American  seaman,  bleeding  under 
British  oppression?  Did  it  prevent  the  unmanly 
attack  upon  tbe  Chesapeake?  Did  it  arrest  the 
promulffation,  or  bas  it  abrogated  the  Orders  in 
CounciI--those  orders  which  have  given  birth 
to  a  new  era  in  commerce  f  In  spite  of  all  its 
boasted  effects,  are  not  the  two  nations  brought  to 
the  very  brink  of  war?  Are  we  quite  sure  that, 
on  this  side  of  the  water,  it  has  had  no  efiect 
favorable  to  British  interests.  It  has  often  been 
atated,  and,  althobgh  I  do  not  know  that  it  is 
susceptible  of  strict  proof,  I  believe  it  to  be  a  fact, 
that  tnis  bank  exercised  its  influence  in  support 
of  Jay's  treaty ;  and  may  it  not  have  contributed 
to  blunt  the  public  sentiment,  or  paralyze  the 
efforts  of  this  nation  against  British  aggression? 

The  Duke  of  Northumberland  is  said  to  be  the 
most  considerable  stockholder  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  A  late  Lord  Chancellor  of  Eng- 
land, besides  other  noblemen,  was  a  large  stock- 
bolder.  Suppose  the  Prince  of  Essling^  the  Dake 
ofCadore,  and  other  French  dignitaries  owned 
seven-eighths  of  the  capital  of  this  bank,  should 
we  witness  the  same  exertions  (I  allude  not  to 
aoy  made  in  the  Senate)  to  recharter  it  ?  So  far 
from  it,  would  not  the  danger  of  French  influ- 
ence be  resounded  throughout  the  nation  ? 

I  shall  give  my  most  hearty  assent  to  the  mo- 
tion for  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  PoPBw— Mr.  President,  in  rising  on  this 
occasion,  I  never  more  entirdy  obeyed  both  my 
ieeliogs  and  my  judgment.  The  principle  in- 
volved in  the  decision  about  to  be  given,  is  in  my 
view  of  more  magnitude  than  any  which  bas 
been  presented  for  our  consideration  sinoe  I  bad 
tbe  honor  of  a  seat  here.  It  is  no  less  than  whe- 
ther weflhall  surrender  to  tbe  State  governments 
the  power  of  collecting  our  revenue  and  rely 
upon  the  old  system  of  requisitions.  We  are 
called  upon  to  return  to  that  state  of  imbecility 


and  chaos  fit>m  which  this  politieal  fabric 
reared  by  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  first 
statesmen  of  which  any  age  or  nation  can  boasL 
For  twenty  years  we  have  collected  our  revenue, 
borrowed  money,  paid  our  debts,  and  manaiged 
our  fiscal  concerns  through  the  agency  of  a  na- 
tional bank.  That  it  bas  answerra  the  naost  san- 
guine expectations  of  its  authors;  that  it  has 
been  well  managed,  is  admitted  by  the  most  de- 
cided opponeots  to  tbe  renewal  of  the  e barter. 
Although  in  public  debate,  in  Bews|»pers,  court- 
yards, muster-fields,  dbc.,  we  have  heard  naoeh  of 
dangorous  powers,  violations  of  the  ConstitatioO) 
British  influence,  and  poisonous  vipers,  ^e,,  dkx«, 
which  were  to  sting  to  death  tbe  liberties  of  the 
people,  yet  we  fino  ourselves  as  free  almoai  as 
the  air  we  breathe,  and  hardly  subservient  to  the 
mildest  code  of  laws  by  which  any  nation  was 
ever  governed.  In  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  generally,  where  these 
animals  called  banks  have  growa  to  the  most 
enormous  size,  we  find  as  sound  morals^  and  as 
much  real  practical  republicanism,  as  in  those 
parts  of  the  Union,  where  the  rattling  of  this 
viper's  tail  has  never  been  heard,  and  in  point  of 
solid  wealth  and  internal  improvements,  oMiik  the 
contrasL  We  are  required  to  disregaid  the  les- 
sons of  that  best  teacher,  experience,  and  to  try 
some  new  scheme.  However  captivating  new 
theories  and  abstract  propositions  were  a  few 
years  since,  I  believe  the  thinking  men  of  all  par- 
ties in  tbe  nation  are  perfectly  convinced  that 
one  ounce  of  experience  and  common  matter  of 
fact  sense  is  worth  more  for  the  purposes  of  legis- 
lation thana  ship-load  of  theory  and  speculation. 
We  are  told  that  we  must  force  into  the  vaulu 
of  the  bank  a  large  portion  of  the  circulating 
medium,  and  thereby  depress  the  pice  of  erery- 
thin^  in  tbe  market;  we  must  ^ive  a  shock  to 
credit  of  every  kind,  check,  and  embarrass  ererj 
branch  of  affricuUural,  commercial,  and  manu- 
fecturing  industry}  give  up  the  young  mechan- 
ics, manufacturers,  and  merchants  with  small 
capiuils  a  prey  to  the  cupidity  of  moaeyed  mea, 
who  will  be  tempted  to  withdraw  their  fnnds 
from  trade  to  speculate  on  the  wreeks  of  the  un- 
fortunate. This  is  not  mere  matter  of  ealcula- 
tion.  I  oalv  state  facta  proved  to  us  by  the  moct 
unquestionable  evidence.  We  are  not  only,  sir, 
to  ruin  many  innocent  and  unofiending  individ- 
uals, but  to  derange  tbe  national  finances ;  and 
for  what  is  all  this  to  be  done  ?    To  promote  the 

Sublic  good  or  advance  the  national  prosperity  1 
[o,  sir,  it  is  not  pretended.  We  are  gtaively  told 
that  we,  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  mtut 
sacrifice  tbe  people  to  save  tbe  Constitution  of 
the  people,  whoiie  happiness  and  welGare  it  waa 
intended  to  secure.  If  this  be  true,  it  is  indeed 
a  strange  Qovernment  under  which  we  live.  1 
advance  the  opinion  with  confidence,  that  no 
principle  which,  in  its  practical  efiects,  outrages 
the  common  sense  and  feelings  of  mankind,  can 
be  a  sound  one,  and  we  ought  to  examine  it  well, 
and  hesitate  much  before  we  give  our  assent. 
To  brin|^  distress  on  tbe  country,  not  to  prevent 
a  nidation  of  any  poaitive  proviaioB  of  the  Con- 
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siitation;  bat  to  eorfoct  wlMit  we  sappose  to 
have  been  an  erroneous  construction  of  it  by  our 
predecessors,  of  wbicb  neither  tbe  States  nor  the 
people  hare  ever  jcompiaioed,  appears  to  me  more 
nice  than  wise. 

Disguise  this  question  as  you  will,  sir,  and  still 
it  will  clearly  appear  to  be  a  contest  between  a 
few  importinj^  States  and  tbe  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  Resolutions  have  been  already  laid 
on  our  table  by  gentlemen  from  the  two  large 
States;  from  which  instructions  have  been  re- 
ceived in  substance,  reaairiuff  Congress  to  give 
up  to  the  Slate  banks  the  collection  of  the  na- 
tional revenue.  I  am,  Mr.  President,  on  the  side 
of  tbe  people  of  the  United  States.  Thin  is  in- 
deed a  qnestion  of  party,  but  of  a  very  different 
character  from  that  which  will  be  attempted  to 
be  palmed  on  the  people.  It  is  a  contest  between 
the  friends  and  enemies  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion revived ;  for,  if  I  aq^  not  mistaken,  the  power 
of  laying  and  collecting  imposts  and  duties  was 
stropgly  objected  to  by  some  of  the  large  States 
having  advantageous  seaports^  before  the  Con- 
stitution was  adopted.  I  am  for  preserving  both 
the  States  and  the  Union.  I  consider  the  safety 
and  independence  of  the  several  States  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people  Inseparably  connected  with 
and  dependant  on  the  efficiency  of  the  National 
Qovernment,  and  it  is  to  me  unaccountable  that 
gentlemen  in  favor  of  strong  measures  against 
foreign  nations  should  be  so  solicitous  to  strip 
the  Geoeral  Government  of  this  very  essential 
part  of  its  power.  We  were  told,  a  few  days 
since,  that  our  Army  was  so  insignificant  and 
contemptible,  that  it  would  require  a  constable, 
with  a  search  warrant,  to  fiod  it.  I  have  heard 
another  gentleman  of  very  high  standing  suggest 
the  propriety  of  retroceding  the  ten  miles  square 
to  the  Slates  of  Virginia  and  Maryland.  Our 
gunboats  are  almost  rotten.  We  have  not  more 
frigates  and  other  armed  vessels  than  sufficient 
to  carry  onr  Ministers  and  diplomatic  despatches 
to  foreiga  Courts,  and  if  we  yield  to  th«  States 
the  collection  of  our  revenue,  what  will  reoaain 
of  the  Federal  Qovernment  with  which  the  peo- 
ple can  identify  their  feelings  of  affections  ?  In 
what  will  this  Government  consist?  It  will  be 
a  mere  creature  of  the  imagination— a  political 
fiction.  And,  analogous  tp  tbe  fiction  in  t^  ac- 
tion of  ejectment,  we  shail  have  to  suppose  its 
existence,  and  then  bottom  our  proceedings  upon 
that  supposition.  If  I  was  hostile  to  our  Federal 
UnioD«  or  wanted  to  prepare  the  public  mind  for 
a  surrender  of  this  happy  system  of  Government, 
I  would  join  in  the  hue  and  cry  agaioat  this  in- 
stitution i  I  would  support  every  measure  calcu- 
lated to  destroy  all  ooimdence  in  and  respect  for 
this  Government  both  at  home  and  abroad;  I 
would  endeavor  to  produce  throughout  the  coun- 
try confusion  and  aisorder,  and  a  state  of  glori- 
ous uncertainty;  then  persuade  the  people  to  seek 
security  and  tranquillity  under  some  other  form 
of  Giovernment.  The  transition  from  a  wild,  fac- 
tious democracy,  to  despotism,  is  often  easy  and 
generally  sudden.  The  extremes  are  yetj  nearly 
allied.    A  Republican  Gorernmciit,  giuded  by 


the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  a  nation,  is  the  first 
of  human  blessings,  but  when  directed  by  the 
an§[ry,  vindictive  passions  of  party,  the  worst  of 
which  the  imaffinaiion  can  conceive.  A  Repob* 
lie,  to  be  durable, .  must  inspire  confidence  and 
respect.  Such  instability,  snch  variable  unset* 
tied  policy  as  now  appears  to  be  the  order  of  the 
day,  could  not  have  been  anticipated  by  anjr  man 
blessed  with  a  tolerable  degree  of  faith  in  the 
success  of  this  great  republican  experiment.  Mr. 
President,  I  have  ever  been  opposed  to  yielding 
to  the  commercial  interest  an  undue  influeace  in 
this  Goternment,  but  I  am  unwilling  to  make  an 
,  unnecessary  and  wanton  attack  upon  them.  Com* 
ing  from  an  agricultural  State,  I  am  not  disposal 
to  increase  the  jealousies  which  uafortundtely 
exist,  and  thereby  weaken  the  ties  by  which  these 
States  are-  held  together.  I  am  sensible,  too,  bow 
much  the  prosperity  of  the  State  I  represent  de- 
pends on  a  nrosperous  state  of  trade,  and  althoa^b 
the  shock  from  the  dissolution  of  this  bank  will 
be  first  felt  in  the  commercial  cities,  it  must  im- 
mediately react  to  the  extremes  of  the  empire. 
I  know  many  are  mider  an  impression  that  Fed** 
eralists  and  British  agents  are  to  be  the  victims  ; 
but  verv  different  will  be  the  result.  I  refer  to 
the  evidence  detailed  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Lloyd.)  But  is  it  poa« 
sible  that  an  intolerant  spirit  of  party  has  pre- 
pared us  for  this  ?  Are  gentlemen  ready  to  in- 
jure their  country,  weaken  our  Federal  Union, 
the  sheet-anchor  otour  political  safety,  to  reach 
their  political  opponents?  I  will  not  believe  it. 
When  I  see  around  me  some  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  RevolutioD,  actuated  I  am  sure  by  nobler 
views ;  when  I  see  the  professors  of  a  religion 
which  teaches  us  to  love  our  neighbors  as  our- 
selves, I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  Christian 
charity,  and  all  the  noble,  generous  feelings  of 
the  human  heart  are  extinguished  by  this  demont 
party  spirit.  If  there  be  a  man  in  the  nation 
who  can  witness  with  unfeeling  apathy  the  dis- 
tresses of  his  fellow-citizens,  he  would  have  fig- 
ured in  Smith  field  in  the  bloody  reign  of  Queen 
Mary  of  England,  in  binding  heretics  to  the 
stake ;  or  in  the  sanguinary  time  of  Robespierrci 
in  adding  victims  to  the  guillotine;  but  be  is  un- 
worthy tne  blessings  of  a  free  Government. 

Sir,  I  address  the  Senate  under  cireumstaaees 
discouraging  indeed.  I  have  been  told,  and  on 
this  floor,  that  debate  is  useless ;  that  no  man's 
opinion  is  to  be  changed;  that  I  shall  find  veri- 
fied in  the  decision  of  this  question  the  sentiment 
contained  in  two  lines  of  Hudibras — ''He  that  is 
convinced  against  his  will,  is  of  the  same  opin- 
ion stilL'*  I  cannot  admit  this.  I  know  there 
are  gentlemen  fully  sensible  of  the  evils  about  to 
befall  their  country,  without  any  obstinate  pride 
to  conquer,  who  would  rejoice  at  being  convinced 
it  is  in  their  power  to  avert  them.  Let  me  en- 
treat them  to  pause  and  reflect,  before  they  in- 
flict a  wound  on  their  country's  interest,  under 
the  influence  of  Constitutional  doubt ;  and  if  thejr 
err,  I  would  ask  them,  would  it  not  be  more  safe 
and  patriotic  to  err  in  favor  of  the  people?  Per- 
mit me  now,  sir,  to  redeem  this  subject  from  the 
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GoDstitutioaal  difficalties  with  which  it  hait  been 
eoe  umbered. 

To  form  a  correct  opiotoD,  we  most  retrospect 
the  defects  of  the  old  Goverameat,  and  ascertain 
the  remedy  which  was  sQiicipated  in  the  present 
Constitution.  I  believe  it  will  be  conceded  that 
the  great  cause  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  former 
was  not  because  their  principal  field  of  legisla- 
tion was  too  limited,  but  was  owing  to  its  depen- 
dence on  the  States  for  the  means  to  carry  their 
powers. into  effect.  For  the  troth  of  this  posi- 
tion, I  appeal  to  the  history  of  that  day — to  the 
candor  ot  gentlemen  who  bear  me.  The  present 
Constitution  was  framed  for  national  purposes, 
with  ample  authority  to  pass  all  laws^  necessary 
and  proper  for  the  attainment  of  its  objects,  inde- 
pendent of  State  authority,  except  so  far  as  ex- 
pressly made  dependent  by  the  Constitution.  The 
erroneous  impressions  with  regard  to  this  bank 
have  arisen  irom  ignorance  of  facts,  relative  to 
the  practical  fiscal  operations  of  the  Qoveromeni, 
and  from  confounding  an  original,  independent 
power,  to  establish  banks  and  corporations,  with 
a  necessary  auxiliary  to  the  execution  of  the 
powers  given.  By  the  Constitution  it  is  expressly 
declared,  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to  pass 
all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  inio  effect 
the  powers  previously  enumerated,  and  all  other 

Sowers  vebted  in  the  Government  of  the  United 
itates,  or  any  department  or  officer  thereof.  Our 
power  to  create  a  bank  is  not  derived  by  impli- 
cation. No,  sir.  If  this  express  delegation  of 
power  had  not  been  inserted,  we  must  have  im- 
plied the  authority  to  provide  the  means  neces- 
sary and  proper,  dtc. 

But  the  Convention,  with  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  defects  of  the  old  Confederation,  and  deeply 
impressed  with  the  necessity  of  an  efficient  na- 
tional Government,  determined  to  exclude  all 
doubt  by  granting  to  the  new  Government,  in 
express  and  unequivocal  language,  ample  au- 
thority to  use  all  means  necessary  aiid  proper  for 
the  attainment  of  the  ends  for  which  it  was  in- 
stituted. If  a  man  was  requested  to  look  at  the 
Constitution  and  decide  whether  power  is  given 
to  Congress  to  create  a  bank,  or  corporations  j?en- 
erallv.  he  would  answer  in  the  negative.  This 
would  very  naturally  be  the  answer  of  most  men 
upon  the  first  blush  of  the  Constitution.  It  is 
not  pretended  that  Congress  have  power  to  cre- 
ate corporations  as  an  independent  proposition. 
The  authority  to  establish  a  bank  or  corporations 
is  only  contended  for  so  far  as  it  can  oe  fairly 
considered  as  a  necessary  and  proper  auxiliary  to 
the  execution  of  the  powers  granted  by  the  Con- 
atitutien.  The  question  of  constitutionality  de^ 
pends  upon  facts,  dehors  the  instrument,  of  which 
we  must  be  informed  before  we  decide,  and  which 
eould  not  be  ascertained  before  the  attetbpt  was 
made  to  give  motion  and  energy  to  this  political 
machinery.  If  the  fact  be  ascertained,  by  the 
best  evidence  the  nature  of  the  subject  affords, 
that  a  bank  is  necessary  and  proper  to  effectuate 
the  legitimate  powers  of  Government,  then  our 
power  is  express,  and  we  need  not  resort  to  im- 
plication.   To  prove  to  the  satisfaotion  of  the 


Senate  and  the  world,  this  material  fact,  will  be 
my  business  before  I  request  their  assent  to  the 
position  assumed,  that  Congress  have  an  express 
power  to  incorporate  a  bank.  To  do  this  it  is 
indispensable  that  we  should  understand  the  prac- 
tical financial  concerns  of  the  Government,  or 
have  the  information  of  those  who  do.  We  ap- 
propriate monef  for  fortifications  on  the  report  of 
our  engineer.  Colonel  Williams,  and  for  the  Capi- 
tol, &c.,  upon  the  report  of  Mr.  Latrobe.  To 
know  how  much  timber  or  other  materials  are 
necessary  for  a  ship  or  a  house,  you  mast  ander- 
stand  the  subject  yourself,  or  have  the  in  forma- 
tion of  those  who  do.  For  myself,  I  am  ready  i 
to  admit  that  I  rely  moch  opon  the  In  formation 
and  experience  of  others.  To  ignorant  men^  and 
those  who  do  not  profess  to  be  fuUv  acqaainied 
with  the  nature  and  management  of  the  national 
finances,  the  following  evidence  is  presented. 
The  first,  and  with  many^  perhaps  the  best,  not 
heretofore  particularly  noticed,  which  I  shall  offer, 
is  the  Congress  of  1781,  which  established  a  na- 
tional bank,  called  the  Bank  of  North  America, 
during  our  revolutionary  struggle,  the  utility  and 
necessity  of  which  was  ascertained  by  the  expe- 
rience of  that  day. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  they  created  a 
bank  under  powers  much  more  limited  than  ours. 
That  act  was  not  passed  precipitately,  but  was 
the  result  of  the  most  mature  an<i  deliberate  con- 
sideration. I  beg  leave  to  read  the  preamble  of 
the  law  which  contains  the  opinions  of  thnt  Con- 
gress with  regard  to  the  utility  and  necessity  of 
a  National  Blank.  ''Whereas  Congress,  on  the 
26th  day  of  May  last,  did.  from  a  conviction  of 
the  support  which  the  nuances  of  the  United  , 
States  would  receive  from  the  establishment  of 
a  National  Bank,  approve  a  plan  for  such  an  insti-  , 
totion  submitted  to  their  consideration  by  Robert 
Morris,  Bjq.,  and  now  lodged  among  the  archives 
of  Congress,  and  did  engage  to  promote  the  same 
by  the  most  effectual  means ;  and  whereas  the 
subscription  thereto  is  now  filled,  from  an  expec* 
tation  of  a  charter  of  incorporation  from  Con-  , 
gress,  the  directors  and  president  are  appointed, 
and  application  has  been  made  to  Congress  by 
the  said  president  and  directors  for  an  act  of  in- 
corporation :  and  whereas  the  exigencies  of  the 
Umted  States  render  it  indispensably  necessarj 
that  such  an  act  be  immediately  passed-^Be  it 
therefore  ordained,**  dec.  This  net  passed  on  the 
3Ist  day  of  December,  1781.  And  here  permit 
me  to  observe  that  this  National  Bank,  styled  the 
Bank  of  North  America,  was  not  produced  by 
British  influence  or  party  spirit.  No^  sir,  the  lit- 
tle, slandering,  intriguing  partyism  of  the  present 
moment  was  unknown  to  the  patriots  of  that 
awful  period.  They  had  no  party  but  their  coon* 
try — ^liberty  and  independence  were  their  objects. 
Their  souls  were  fired  with  a  noble,  a  generous 
enthusiasm,  on  which  Heaven  looked  down  with 
pleasure.  It  appears  from  the  iooroals  of  the 
Congress  of  1781.  that  the  members  from  every 
State  were  unanimous  in  favor  of  a  Natiooflil 
Bank,  except  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Virginia— the  two  membera  from  laassachusetu 
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foled  agaiost  it|  tbe  (wo  roembars  fVoRi  P«dqiyI- 
Taoia  werediTided-^of  tbe  four  from  Virginia, 
Mr.  Madison  alone  roted  against  ir.  Here  it  is 
eTident  tbat,  in  the  very  infancy  of  our  Repablic, 
before  indeed  it  eoald  vith  propriety  be  said  to 
be  bom,  when  ererv  bosom  glowed  with  enthu- 
siasm for  liberty  and  a  pure  (nsiatenasted  patriot- 
isffl,  a  Nationaf  Bank  was  not  thought  tluit  dan- 
^rons,  dreadful  monnter,  which  the  rery  wise 
and  exelnsiTe  patriots  of  1811  are  endeavoring  to 
represent^  it  to  tbe  American  people.  And  the 
eoastraction  -ffiTeo  to  the  grant  of  powers  in  the 
Articles  of  Coolederation  by  tbe  Gon^press  of 
1781,  is  strong  evidence  of  our  right  to  establish 
a  bank  ander  a  grant  of  powers  much  more  am- 
ple, and  with  money  eoneems  vastly  moro  exten* 
aareand  eom|Hieated. 

The  next  evidence  I  shall  addoee  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate,  is  the  opiirion  of  the  late 
General  Hamilton^  appointed  by  President  Wash- 
ington, the  fitst  Secretary  of  the    Trea«ary ; 
whose  province  and  doty  it  was  to  snperintend 
the  natiooal  finances.    His  attention  was  there- 
fore particnlarly  directed  to  the  subject, and.  in  a 
very  able  report  to  the  first  Confess,  assembled 
aoder  tbe  new  Constitution,  he  recommended  a 
National  Bank.    Althougb  opinions  have  been 
impoted  to  this  gentleman,  very  foreign  to  my 
feeltogs  and  notions  about  Government,  yex  he 
baserer  been  acknowledged,  by  thetsandtd  and 
liberal  of  all  parties,  one  of  the  first  American 
statesmen.    For  reasons,  which  it  is  otinecessary 
for  me  to  assign,  I  will  not  pfess  his  opinion  upon 
tbe  attention  of  the  Senate,  but  'Will  iatrodoce 
other  and  perhaps  leas  exceptionable  testimony. 
The  Congress  of  1791,  which  incorporated  the 
present  bank,  merits  the  hfehest  renrd.    It  was 
composed  or  the  Hiost  enTfghtened  and  distin- 
guished men  in  America,  many  of  whom  had 
been  members  of  the  coaventtoo,  attd  were  fully 
apprized  of  tbe  defects  of  tbe  old  and  the  objects 
of  the  new 'Government.    A  large  majority  of 
both  branches  voted  in  favor  of  the  bank.    They 
were  not  divided  on  the  question  by  party.  Many 
who  have  continued  with  the  Republican  party 
under  every  Administration  voted  in  favor  of 
thb  bank.    Although  drffsrent  speculative  or  ab- 
stnet  potitfcal  opinions  were  then  entertained, 
yet  tbe  spirit  and  pasdon  of  party  had  ndt  difibs- 
ed  itself  so  generally  through  the  nation  as  at  a 
sabseqoent  period.    The  next  authority  in  favor 
of  this  bank,  and  one  which  moat  at  all  trmes  and 
00  all  occasions  command  the  highest  resoeet,  is 
ao  less  than  onr  immortal  Washington.    He  was 
President  of  the> United  Slates  in  1791,  when  this 
bank  law  passed.  Af^er  it  bad  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  both  bmnches  of  the  Legislature,  with  that 
circumspection  and  prudence  which  regulated 
his  conduct  through  life,  he  consulted  the  able 
men  who  composed  his  Cabinet  Council  on  the 
Constitutional  question  ;  they  difTered  in  opinion ; 
be  heard  their  arguments  for  and  against  the 
measure ;  and,  after  full  consideration,  approved 
tbe  law.  I  cannot  yet,  sir,  take  leave  of  this  very 
important  testimony  in  favor  of  the  bank.    The 
opinion  of  oor  Washington  has  the  straogtst 
11th  Cost.  3d  Ssss.— 8 


claim  to  oor  confidence.  Let  us  pause  before  we 
disres^ard  his  solemn  advice.  This  is  the  hero 
who  led  our  armies  to  victory  ;  this  is  the  Wash* 
ington^  who,  at  the  close  of  our  Revolutionary 
war,  disbanded  a  disciplined  army  in  the  bosom 
of  the  Republic,  and  voluntarilv  exchanged  the 
splendid  robes  and  ensigns  of  military  power  for 
the  plain,  hunfkbie  garb  of  &  private  citizen.  This 
Washington,  who  continued  an  American,  a  Re- 
pobliean  in  heart  and  in  sentiment,  until  sum- 
moned to  tbe  mansions  of  bliss ;  yes,  sir,  this  il- 
lustrious departed  hero,  this  practical  statesman, 
has  solemnly  declared  to  the  American  people 
that  a  National  Bank  is  a  necessary  and  proper 
auxiliary  to  the  execution  of  the  national  powers* 
The  last  authority  I  shall  particularly  notice  in 
support  of  this  institution,  is  the  opinion  of  the 

firesent  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Gallatin, 
f  this  gentleman  cannot  boast  of  the  military 
lavrels  which  have  adorned  the  broWs  of  the  pa- 
triots I  have  mentioned ;  as  a  statesman  and 
faithful  public  servant^  he  stands  inferior  to  none. 
Mr.  Qallatin,  from  his  first  appearaoee  on  the 
theatre  of  public  life,  has  been  coiisidered  by  all 
parties  an  able  financier.  At  a  very  early  period 
the  finances  of.the  United  States^ became  the  sub- 
ject of  his  particular  attention  and  inquiry ;  the 
result  of  which  was  a  treatise,  published  in  1796. 
called  '^Gallatin,  on  the  finances  of  the  United 
States,"  in  which  he  gives  a  decided  opinion  in 
favor  of  this  bank.  I  rely  much  on  his  opinio^ 
at  that  period,  because  it  must  have  been  the  re- 
sult of  conviction,  and  not  of  any  party  feeling  or 
consideration,  as  ne  wias  then  in  tbe  minority, 
and  eooiiaued  in  it  until  the  Administration 
changed.  His  report  to  the  Senate  during  the 
last  session  of  Mr.  Jefierson's  Administration, 
and  his  letter  to  the  eommittee,  show,  that  time 
and  experience,  so  far  from  changing,  have  con- 
firmed him  in  the  opinion  he  first  formed  on  the 
subject ;  to  which  I  might  add  every  Administra« 
tion  and  almost  every  man  practically  acquaint* 
ed  with  our  money  concerns.  Is  not  this  mass  of 
evidence  sufficient  to  substantiate  the  facts  upon 
the  existence  or  non-existeace  of  which  the  eon- 
stitotionality  of  this  measure  depends  ?  I  put  the 
qoeation  to  the  candor  and  good  sense  of  gentle- 
men, whether  they  are  not  satisfied,  in  the  lan- 
l^uage  of  the  Constitution,  that  a  National  Bank 
IS  necessary  and  proper  to  effectuate  the  legiti- 
mate powers  of  the  National  Government?  If 
they  answer  in  the  negative,  I  can  only  say,  he 
who  will  neither  regard  the  suggestions  of  expe- 
rience, nor  believe  tbe  report  of  tbe  great  politic 
cal  disciples  who  have  gone  before  us,  would  not 
believe  though  one  were  to 'rise  from  the  dead. 
And  what  is  the  answ'er  to  all  this  out  of  doors  % 
Why,  that  we  are  not  to  be  governed  by  the  in>- 
formation  or  opinion  of  others,  however  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject;  we  are  so  self-suffi- 
cient as  to  disregard  the  best  lights  which  can  be 
presented  to  us.  The  cry  is  up  to  the  hub,  down 
with  the  bank^hnzza  for  the  jwrty  !  So  Ioo^,Mr. 
President,  as  I  shall  be  honored  with  a  seat  in  tbe 
Senate  of  the  Union,  I  am  determined  to  respect 
mj  station  and  my  own  feelings  and  character 
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too  much  to  be  driven  along  by  any  such  idle, 
ridiculoas  clamor.  ^ 

To  all  the  high  a«ithoritf  I  have  mentioned  in 
support  of  a  National  Bank,  may  be  opposed  the 
names  of  some  great  men  of  Virginia,  who  hate 
lon^  since,  I  hope,  eot  rid  of  their  errors  and  pre- 
judices ;  amons  others  will  probably  be  mention- 
ed the  name  otthe  present  President,  who  rated 
against  the  present  bank  in  1791,  and  against  the 
Bank  of  North  America  in  1781 ;  no  man  has  a 
higher  respect  than  myself  for  his  yirtues  and 
wisdom,  but  I  believe  it  is  not  pretended  that  he 
ever  was  a  practical  financier.  No  State  can 
boast  of  more  genius,  eloquence,  and  talents  than 
Virginia;  it  will,  however,  be  conceded,  that  no 
people  are  more  deficient  in  practical  knowledge 
of  finance  and  the  nature  of  moneyed  institu- 
tions. Indeed  they  were,  a  few  years  since, 
frightened  at  the  very  name  of  a  bank — as  soon 
.as  they  heard  of  one,  they  began  to  write  books, 
make  speeches,  and  pass  resolutions,  to  lay  this 
ghost  of  tyranny.  It  required  all  the  eloquence 
of  my  honorable  friend  from  that  State,  (Mr. 
Brent.)  to  persuade  the  Legislature  that  the  little 
Bank  of  Alexandria  would  not  sweep  away  their 
liberties.  The  talents  and^  boldness  with  which 
he  on  that  occasion  assailed  the  prejudices  of 
Virginia,  instead  of  iojurine  him,  ins:pired  the 
people  with  the  highest  confidence  in  his  integ- 
rity and  firmness ;  since,  however,  they  have  be- 
come acquainted  with  this  bank  animal,  they  find 
it  perfectly  barnfiless,  and  no  people  in  the  Union 
'  are  more  disposed  to  foster  them. 

The  people,  in  framing  this  instrument,  have 
ji vowed  the  objects  for  which  it  was  created. 
They  eay  in  the  preamble,  "  We,  the  people  of  the 
^  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect 
-^  union,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tran- 
^  quillity,  provide  for  the  common  defence,  pro- 
*'  mote  the  general  welfare,  and  to  secare  the 
-^  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  |x)steri- 
'*  ty,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution  for 

*  the  United  States  of  America."  After  declar- 
ing by  whom  and  in  what  manner  the  legislative 
power  shall  be  exercised,  the  qualifications  of  the 
electors  and  elected,  the  terms,  dbc.  for  which 
the  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  bte  respect- 
ively chosen,  and  making  various  other  provis- 
ions relative  to  the  legislative  department,  they 
proceed  to  enumerate  the  principal  cardinal  pow- 
ers granted  to  Congress:  among  others,  that  the^ 
''  Congress  shall  have  power  to  Jay  and  collect 

*  taxes,  duties,  imports,  and  excises,  to  pay  the 

*  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
<  general  welfare  of  the  United  States;  but  all 
'  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  shall  be  nniform 
'  throughout  the  United  States ;  to  borrow  money 
'  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States;  to  regulate 

*  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  with  the 
'Indian  tribes;  to  establish  an  uniform  tuie  4>f 
'naturalization,  dec;  to  coin  money;  regulate 

*  the  value  thereof;  to  declare  war,  dbe. ;  to  raise 
'  and  support  armies,  ice. ;  to  raise  and  maintain 

*  a  navy." 

At  the  close  of  this  catalogue,  of  what  I  shall 
call  cardinal  powers,  they  have  inserted  the  geo- 


eral  provision  before  noticed.  *'  To  make  ill 
^  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  iDlo  ef- 
'  feet  the  foregoing  powers  and  ail  other  powers 
^  vested  bv  this  Constitution  in  the  Governmeiit 
*  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  departmeot  or 
'  officer  thereof."  This  provision  contains  ages- 
eral  authority  as  to  the  means  necessary  to  carry 
ill  to  efiect  the  national  powers.  The  ConveDtioA 
could  not  foresee  or  define  what  laws  in  tbeprog« 
ress  of  the  Oovernment  th«  varying  circamsiaB- 
c^s  of  the  nation  might  require,  and  therefore 
wisely  submitted  them  to  the  discretion  of  Cob* 
gresa,  to  be  exercised  on  facts  and  cireumstaoces, 
as  they  occurred.  It  has  been  said  thisdiscreiioni 
may  be  used,  and  so  may  every  other  power giva; 
to  Congress — the  security  of  the  people  against 
the  abuse  of  this  or  any  other  power  is  their  own 
virtoe  and  iBtelligence,  and  the  respoosibilitr  of 
their  public  servants.  The  onestion  on  every  lav 
bottomed  on  this  clause  of  the  Conatitotioo  must 
be,  whether  it  is  necessary  and  proper,  or,  in  oth«i 
words,  fairly  suited  to,  and  well  calculated  for, 
legitimate  national  objects ;  and  if  it  can  be  fair- 
ly considered  necessary  and  proper,  and  is  not  pro- 
hibited, then  it  is  certainly  within  the  pale  of  tiie 
Constitution. 

.The  Constitution  may  with  propriety  be  com- 
pared to  a  ship  finished  as  to  all  the  subsuotial 
parts  before  she  is  put  to  sea.  The  people  bare 
built, the  national  vessel,  directed  in  wbatmaooer 
the  commanders  are  to  be  chosen,  and  made  it 
their  duty  to  provide  sails,  rigging,  seastores,  &«., 
neoesaary  and  proper  to  enable  her  to  perform 
th^  voyages  for  which  she'  was  destined ;  aod 
those  appointed  to  navigate  her  are  not  ooly 
bound  .to  provide  what  is  necessary  and  proper 
for  those  seas  where  temperate  and  gentle  breezes 
are  to  bo  met  with,  but  fit  her  to  encounter  tiie 
most  tempestuous  seasons. 

As  I  h€«rd  much  said  abo.ut  absolute,  indispea^ 
sable  necessity,  I  may  be  ^pau^oned  for  gifio( 
what  I  consider  the  sound  interpretation  of  tb< 
words  ^  necessary  and  proper"  in  the  Coastitoi 
tioa.  This  idea  of  absolute,  indispensable,  9ui 
must  have  originated  in  an  excessive  jeaioosy  o| 
power  or  a  decided  hostility  to  the  Federal  Union 
This  instrument  was  framed  by  and  for  the  peo 
pie  of  the  United  States,  and,  in  the  language 
used,  was  certainly  intended  to  be  nnderstood  li 
that  sense  in  which  it  is  used  and  anderstood  b| 
them  generally.  If  you  ask  a  olain  man  whs 
are  the  necessaries  oi  life,  he  will  answer,  som^ 
thing  below  luxiny  and  extravagance,  what  ii 
calculated  to  afibrd  him  reasonable  comfort 
Neither  a  house  nor  a  bed  is  abspluiely  or  indi^ 
pensably  necessary  to  a  man^s  existence ;  be  couli 
live  in  a  camp  and  sleep  on  boards,  or  on  tb 
ground,  yet,  the  common  sense  of  mankind  woa^ 
respond,  they  are  necessary  and  proper.  If  a  ma| 
haa  a  journey  to  oMtke,  either  to  Bacbnaond,  i\ 
Virginia,  or  Lexington,  in  Kentucky,  althou^ 
every  person  would  pronounce  a  coach  and  sii 
superfluous  and  unnecessary,  all  reasonable  me 
would  sav,  he  ought  to  have  a  hone  or  a  haci 
but  it  will  not  be  pretended  that  either  are  indi^ 
penaable,  because  he  could  perform  it  on  foot.  I 
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I  geDtleman  from  Baltimore  gives  his  agent  io« 
itraciions  to  provide  everything  necessary  for  an 
£ast  lodia  voyage,  what  would  heexpect  ?  Cer* 
uinly  that  be  shoald  avoid  unnecessary  expense, 
but  woatd  consider  him  acting  within  the  pale  of 
his  aoibority  if  he  procured  only  whal  was  rea- 
jooabljr  necessary  and  proper,  or,  in  other  words, 
wbat  was  £urly  suited  to  the  master  and  crew, 
aod  well  calculated  to  enable  the  vessel  to  reach 
ber  port  of  destination.  That  interpretation  it 
correct  which  best  accords  with  the  common 
xnse  and  Qoderstanding  of  mankind.  It  must, 
iberefore.  be  evident  toat  the  only  question  as 
regards  w  constitutionality  of  the  measofe  to  be 
decided  is  a  Question  of  fact,  and  that  is,  whether 
a  National  bank  is  reasonably  necessary  and 
proper,  or  fairly  suited  to,  and  calculated  for^  the 
collection  of  our  revenue  and  the  management  of 
our  money  concerns.  And  this  fact  appears  to 
be  admitted  by  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  bill, 
for  tbeir  arguments  are  predicated  upon  the  proh- 
abilitr  that  the  State  banks  will  answer  the  na* 
tiooal  purposes.  This  is  a  complete  surrender  of 
the  Constitutional  objection;  for,  if  banks  be  oe- 
cebarjr  and  proper,  it  follows  that  we  have  a 
CoastUQtional  power  to  create  them,  and  it  will 
lie  a  mere  question  of  expediency  whether  we 
will  Qse  State  banks  or  a  National  Bank.  My 
eolleagoe  (Mr.  Culy)  has  asked  for  the  eoaseni- 
alitjr  between  a  bank  and  the  eollection  of  ovr 
rereaue  1  The  argument  in  favor  of  using  State 
biDb  sbosrs  it,  but  let  the  use  hitherto  made  of 
the  bank  answer  the  question.  Is  not  a  bank  a 
proper  place  for  the  deposite  and  safe-keeping  of 
mooey^more  so  than  the  custom-house  ?  •  Is  it 
not  a  coorenieot  agent  for  paying  and  receiving 
mooey  ?  Through  the  agency  of  this  bank  our 
rereooe,  or  the  greater  part  of  it,  has  been  eol- 
leeted,  oar  financial  transactions  done,  and  public 
aooey  tranamiited  to  such  places  as  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  Government  required.  The  revenue 
collected  at  Boston,  Baltimore,  or  any  other  port, 
is  paid,  if  required,  at  New  Orleans,  Natchez,  St. 
Louis,  or  any  other  place,  without  risk  or  ex- 
pcoie.  The  money  in  the  bank  and  its  branches 
is  payable  at  such  of  them  as  the  convenience  of 
tbe  Government  may  require,  and,  by  this  ar* 
nofement,  we  can  command  the  whole  of  the 
pttbiic  money  in  any  quarter  of  the  Union  wif;h* 
out  risk  or  expense..  The  operations  of  this  in- 
stitution have  been  confined  to  the  seaboard.  The 
priocipal  bank  is  at  Philadelphia,  with  a  branch 
at  New  York,  Boston,  Baltimore,  Washington, 
Norfolk,  Charleston,  Savannah,  and  New  Or- 
Ittos.  At  all  which  places,  the  Government  has 
eoosiderable  revenue  to  ebllecL  No  branches 
bare  been  extended  into  the  interior.  It  has  been 
ccDQec^ed  with  our  fiscal  arrangements  at  all  the 
Rc^  to  which  it  lias  been  extended,  and  may 
be  fairly  deemed  a  convenient,  necessary,  and  ap* 
propriate  auxiliary  to  the  management  of  the  na« 
tiooal  concerns.  It  is  said  that  (he  revenue  is 
collected  at  many  ports  where  none  of  these 
branches  are  placed.  This  is  true ;  the  bank  and 
oranchas  are  fixed  only  at  the  principal  seaports, 
where  a  large  amount  of  revenue  is  collected. 


Every  one  draws  into  its  vaults,  subject  to  the 
demands  of  Government,  the  reven iie  collected  . 
at  the  less  important  ports  in  the  same  quarter  of 
the  country.  Boston  being  the  commercial  em* 
porium  of  New  England,  the  Government,  by  the 
agency  of  the  branch  bank  there,  is  enabled  to 
draw  to  that  point  most  of  the  revenue  received 
at  the  numerous  ports  in  that  quarter  of  the 
Union.  The  repeated  sanctions  this  bank  has 
received  from  the  different  Administrations,  and 
especially  from  Mr.  Jefferson  and  the  Republican 
party,  by  authorizing  the  extension  of  a  branch  to 
New  Orleans^and  selling  one  million  of  the  stock, 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  to  British  sub- 
jects, for  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  more 
than  the  nominal  amount  is  indeed  strangely  ac- 
counted for ;  gentlemen  say  the  Government  were 
bound  to  fttlnl  their  engagements,  and  that  the 
charter,  beiuff  in  the  nature  of  a  contract,  was 
sacred.  I  had  thought  the  fashionable  doctrine 
was,  that  an  unconstitutional  law  was  wholly 
null  and  void.  It  has  been  held  by  some  of  the 
States.  However  plausible  the  answer  to  the  > 
argument  of  acquiescence,  it  furnishes  no  apolo- 
gy for  a  positive  confirmation.  Permit  me  to  as- 
similate a  common  case  between  individuals  to 
the  case  before  us ;  a  man  in  Washington  exe- 
cutes a  joint  power  to  five  trustees  in  Kentucky 
to  collect  his  debts,  settle  his  land  business,  dbc, 
and  aiuthorizes  them  to  take  all  steps  necessary 
and  proper  to  effectuate  the  trust  or  power;  in 
the  progress  of  the  business  a  measure  is  sug- 
gested as  necessary,  about  which  there  is  a  diver- 
sity of  opinion  among  the  trustees.  A  majority, 
however,  decide  that  it  is  within  their  authority; 
the  priocipal  is  informed  of  it,  does  not  complain 
or  disavow,  but  positively  and  by  the  strongest 
implication  assents  to  the  construction  given  by 
his  agents.  In  such  a  case  there  would  be  but 
one  opinion.  In  1791  a  National  Bank  is  pro- 
posed to  Congress,  they  differ  as  to  the  constitu- 
tionality, a  large  majority  decide  in  favor  of  it, 
the  people  and  the  States  are  informed  of  the 
measure,  the  States  do  not  protest,  nor  do  the 
people  complain ;  many  of  the  States  pass  laws- 
to  protect  tne  institution,  it  receives  the  confirm- 
ation of  three  or  four  different  Administrations, 
and  particularlv  of  the  one  composed  of  men  ori- 
ginally opposed  to  it ;  it  violates  no  positive  pro- 
vision of^  the  Constitution;  no  mischiefs  have 
been  produced,  but  great  convenience  and  advan- 
tage ^as  been  experienced  by  the  Government 
and  community.  I  ask  whether,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, the  question  ought  not  to  be  consid- 
ered settled?  Is  no  respect  due  to  the  opinions 
of  our  predecessors  ?  Is  a  question  of  construc- 
tion never  to  be  at  rest?  Why  is  a  judge,  sworn 
to  support  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the  coun- 
try, bound  by  a  train  of  decisions  contrary  to  his 
own  opinions  ?  Because  the  good,  the  peace,  and 
tranquillity  of  society  require  it.  The  conduct 
of  a  court,  as  well  as  every  department  of  Gov 
eroment,  must  be  regulated  in  its  course  in  sooie 
measure  by  a  regard  fur  the  public  weal.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark  that,  notwithstanding  all  the 
fuss  about  implied  and  incidental  powers — if  you 
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except  the  aedition  law,  which  was  sapposed  to 
yiolate  a  positive  provision  of  the  Constitution — 
the  same  practical  constroction  has  heen  gf  ven  to 
this  instrument  by  every  Administration  of  the 
Government.  Inaeed,  the  sphere  of  national  le- 
gislation has  been  more  enlarged  nnder  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son's than  any  other  Administration.  All  parties 
have  fom!id  that  the  national  vessel  conld  not  be 
navigated  without  sails,  rigging,  and  everything 
necessary  and  proper.  WheQce  was  derived  a 
power  to  pass  a  law  laying  an  embargo  without 
limitation?  There  is  nothing  in  the  Constitu- 
tion about  embargoes.  Whence  did  we  derive  a 
power  to  purchase  Louisiana,  and  incorporate  it 
with  the  good  old  United  States  ?  There  is  no 
express  delegation  of  power  to  purchase  new  ter- 
ritory. On  these  subjects  the  Constitution  is 
silent.  I  have  approved  both.  No  State  can  lay 
an  embargo,  or  acquire  new  territory.  Our  power 
to  perfortn  these  acts  results  from  the  nature  of 
the  national  sovereignty  created  by  this  Constitu- 
tion. The  Republican  Administrations  have  no 
pretensions  to  the  approbation  of  the  people  on 
the  ground  of  having  restrained  any  latitude  or 
liberality  of  construction.  Their  claim  to  the 
public  confidence  is  founded  on  very  different 
considerations.  They  have^repealed  the  internal 
taxes,  paid  a  large  part  of  the  public  debt,  pur^ 
chased  Louisiana,  and  preserved  to  the  nation  the 
blessings  of  peace.  For  these  acts,  they  have,  I 
believe,,  the  thanks  of  the  nation.  They  have 
mine,  most  sincerely. 

Great  stress  is  placed  on  the  twelAli  article  of 
the  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  which  de- 
elares  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United 
States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it 
to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  re!>pect- 
ively,  or  to  the  people.  I  must  confess  that  I 
cannot  discover  what  influence  this  can  have  on 
the  bill  under  consideration,  or  any  other  meas- 
ure which  may  be  proposed.  It  appears  to  me 
to  have  been  adopted  rather  to  quiet  State  jeal- 
ousies and  popufar  fears  than  wi^h  a  view  to  pro- 
duce any  positive  e£Rect,  for  the  inquiry  must  ever 
be,  Is  the  power  given?  And  if  granted,  it  is 
not  retained.  The  supporters  of  this  bill  do  not 
pretend  to  usurp  any  power  retained  by  the  States 
pr  the  people,  but  contend  that  the  power  to  pass 
the  bill  is  expressly  delegated^  if  the  tacts  assumed 
are  true. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  our  fiscal  concerns  can 
be  managea  with  gold  and  silver.  If  our  terri- 
tory was  of  no  greater  extent  than  Rhode  Island, 
Delaware,  or  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  gold  and 
silver  would  answer  the  purposes  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  it  would  require  a  number  of  pack 
borses  and  wagons  to  transport  the  public  money 
in  gold  and  silver,  over  this  immense  country,  to 
the  different  places  where  it  is  wanting.  Our 
extensive  commerce,  and  the  great  extent  of  this 
empire,  renders  a  paper  medium  necessary.  Is 
the  power  to  create  this  paper  medium,  or  nation- 
al currency,  an  attribute  ot  State  or  national  sov- 
ereignty ?  I  put  the  question  to  the  candor  of 
genUemen,  and  solicit  a  serious  answer!  The 
argument  of  my  honorable  friend  from  Georgia 


against  the  power  of  the  States  to  authorize  the 
emission  of  bank  paper,  founded  on  thit  part  of 
the  Constitution  which  declares  that** No  Suit 
shall  emit  bills  of  credit,''  acauires  great  additioB- 
al  force,  when  these  bills  ot  credit  are  made  id 
assume  the  character  of  money,  for  natiooal  pur- 
poses. In  the  same  article  the  power  to  coia 
money  is  expressly  prohibited  to  tne  States,  tnl 
in  the  catalogae  of  cardinal  powers  granted  to 
this  Government,  is  that  to  coin  money.  It  wiB, 
perhaps,  be  contended  that  this  only  applies  to 
gold  and  silver,  but  if  that  be  admitted  to  be  tbe 
literal  meaninff  of  the  words,  still  it  is  cTideit 
that  what  shallbe  the  national  currency,  whether 
specie  or  paper,  Is  a  proper  subject  of  aatioDtl 
legidation.  No  gentleman  will  be  so  absurd  »i 
to  insist  that  any  State'  or  Stiates  ought  to  coil 
the  current  money  of  the  United  States.  Tfatt 
the  power  of  the  States  to  establish'  banks  mtf 
be  questioned  with  at  least  great  plausibilitf.  is 
perfectly  clear,  blit  as  this  bankiog  power  his 
been  so  long  exercised,  as  the  National  and  Sttfe 
banks  have  conducted  their  operations  verjbir- 
raoniously,  as  no  serious  evils  call  for  natioinl 
interference,  I  am  not  for  disturbing  tiie  eiist^ 
ing  state  of  things;  it  is  better,  perhaps,  thatthej 
banking  power  should'  be  divided  between  the 
States  and  the  United  States.  That  bankpiperj 
if  good,  is  in  fact  money,  although  not  inadei 
legal  tender,  cannot  be  denied.  The  carrency  of 
this  bank  paper  of  the  United  States,  allbotifit 
made  by  law  receivable  in  payment  of  rereDOPj 
rests  upon  a  much  better  foundation  than  antej 
of  Congress..  Its  national  character,  theexteodM 
operations  of  this  bank  from  Boston  to  NewOr< 
leans,  have  given  it  credit  with  the  peopled 
every  part  of  the  ^empire,  more  than  the  bsoll 
paper  of  any  particular  State  can  be  expected  h 
have ;  so  that,  by  common  consent,  this  mooej 
coined  by  the  national  bank  has  become  theew 
rent  money  of  the  United  States.  I  hope  t| 
shall  never  be  driven  to  the  necessity  of  com 
pellinff  our  citiiens  by  law  to  receive  oor  ^^ 
We  should  so  guard  and  reguiale  bur  taokiaj 
operations  aa  to  make  the  hational  paper  at  leij 
equal  to  gold  and  silver,  in  every  quarter  of  w 
Union.  . 

If  this  bank  is  removed,  the  Secretary  of  tbj 
Treasury  must  nationalixe  the  bank  paper  of» 
great  importinj^  States ;  forv  I  presume,  Congra 
will  never  decide  what  State  paper  shall  be  m 

a  the  officers  of  the  General  Qovernmeo 
ost  of  the  public  mdney  is  now  collected  as 
deposited  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  I 
that  is  destroyed,  the  Setretary  of  the  TreH 
is  to  deposite  in  the  State  banks,  and  with  him  1 
the  power  of  selection— a  ])Ower  and  palronal 
greater  than  any  ever  exercised  by  any  officer  1 
this  nation.  The  dcpositerof  the  public  tnwj 
are  sought  after  with  great  avidity,  by  sll  t^ 
State  institutions.  He  can  deposite  the  whole 
one.  or  divide  it  between  two,  or  three,  or  all  n 
banks  in  any  one  place.  He  can  change  thenj 
pleasure.  He  maf,  with  great  apparent  faimo 
and  propriety,  make  it  a  condition  with  tj^ 
bank  where  depositee  are  made  that  they  shall  t 
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point  8  certmia  portion  of  the  direetor9  of  bis 
Bominatioiif  and  through  them  he  can  reach  the 
•credit  of  any  man  who  may  hare  aooommoda- 
tioos  in  it.  It  is  true  we  hare  now  a  man  at  the 
head  of  the  Treapurr  who  may  not  be  disposed 
to  abuse  this  power,  out  we  may  not  always  hare 
such  an  officer.  This  immense  power  and  inflo- 
CBce  may  be  exercised  in  an  invisible  manner, 
and,  of  course,  without  responsibility.  Is  this 
republican  ?  It  was  not  a  few  years  ago.  I  hare 
always  ttnderstood  that  one  of  the  strooijfest  and 
most  popular  objeolioos  to  the  Federal  Adminis- 
tration was  their  disposition  to  increase  Execa- 
tirepatronage. 

We  ace  told  that  our  remittances  to  /oreign 
countries  and  to  di&rent  parts  of  the  United 
States  can  be  made  in  bills  of  exchange.  This, 
to  be  sure,  is  possible,  but  this  mode  is  less  con- 
Tenient  and  more  hazardous.  I  believe  the  Gbv- 
ernment  has  sustained  no  loss  in  the  remittances 
made  to  Bnrope  through  the  agencv  of  this  insti* 
ttttion.  Tbejr  are  ^b&,  through  ttie  medium  of 
their  several  oraoehes,  to  ascertain  the  credit  and 
solvency  of  every  commercial  house  in  the  United 
fiutes,  and  thereby  to  purchase  bijls  for  foreign 
remittances  with>  safety.  The  great  punctuality 
secured  to  the  Governmient  in  the  payment  of 
their  revenue  by  their  agency,  is  also  an  object  of 
some  consequence. 

Much  alarm  and  delusion  have  been  artfully 
mead  through  the  country  aoout  a  violation  of 
toe  Coaatttution  and  a  consequent  destruction  of 
-our  republican  institutions.    I  fear  the  people  are 
aofortuoatdy  led  to  believe  that  the  security  of 
their  liberty  depends  too  much  upon  paper  barri* 
ets,  and  too  little  upon  iheir  own  virtue  and  in- 
telUgeace.    It  appears  to-  me  that  the  Constitu- 
tion is  ooeasionally  made  a  mere  stalking  horse, 
to  serve  the  purposes  of  unprincipled  demagO([ttes 
•and  pretenued  lovers  of  tbia  people,  to  get  into 
power  to  the  exclusion  of  honest  mem    Thev, 
with  jp«at  addres^  distract  and  iniame  the  poo- 
lie  mind  about  some  nice  Oonstitutional  question, 
or  abstraot  proposition,  and  thereby  bring  the 
people  to  decide,  not  which  candidate  ie  the  most 
•entitled  to  their  confidence,  but  who  rides  the 
inest  eleetioneering  hobby.    We  are  misled  very 
much,  I  believe,  by  theories  and  terms  more  appli- 
cable to  other  QoverOments  than  our  own.    In 
Clreat  Britain,  they  speak  with  great  propriety  of 
the  Government  and  people,  because  there  is  in 
that  country  an  immense  power  independent  of 
the  peo)>le.    But  here,  where  every  pttblic  func- 
tionary is  responsible  to^  and  the  Government  in 
the  hands  or  a  majority  of  the  people,  jhose 
terras  do  not  appear  to  me  applicable  in  the  sense 
in  whieb  (bey  are  used  in  otner  countries.    My 
reflections  and  practical  observations  on  the  Gov« 
ernment  incline  me  to  the  opinion  that,  with  re- 
|(ard  to  measures  of  general  policy,  not  assailing 
mdividosl  liberty  or  right,  or  the  independence 
of  any  State,  there  is  not  that  danger  to  be  ap- 
prehended froiA  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  gentlemen  seem  to  imagine.    So 
-long  as  the  Government  is  in  the  hands  of  the 


people,  measures  affeeting  the  whole  nation,  if  I  this  Governn^ent. 


oppressive  or  inconvenient,  will  be  resisted,  and 
corrected  by  the   public  feeling  and   opinion. 
This  is  hot  mere  theory.    Look  at  ,the  State  of 
Connecticut,  one  of  the  best  regulated  democra- 
cies in  ancient  or  modern  times,  whose  Legisla- 
ture  is  as  omnipotent  as  the  British  Parliament* 
What  people  eiyoy  more  real  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence?   In  what  country  is  to  be  found  more 
practical,  intelligent  republicanism  ?   Those  prin- 
ciples which  secure  the  righte  of  the  citizen  and 
the  responsibility  of  their  public  servants  are  held 
sacred,  but  the  Legislature  is,  I  believe,  unre* 
stricted.with  reg^ard  to  measures  of  general  policy. 
It  is  a  truth  which  ought  to  be  deeply  impressed 
on  the  American  mind,  tbat  the  preservation  of 
this  republican  system  depends  more  upon  the 
virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people,  and  the  re- 
sponsibility of  their  public  servants,  than  paper 
restrictions.    It  is  unfortunate  that  every  measure 
calculated  to  advance  the  national  prosperity  is 
arrested  by  some  Constitutional  difficulty.    The 
bills  respecting  the  Ohio  and  Delaware  canals, 
which  passed  the  Senate,  have  been  opposed  in 
the  other  House  by  the  same  Constitutional  ob- 
stacles urged  against  this  bank.    I  may  be  asked 
if  1  am  opposed  to  any  limitatioA  on  the  powers 
of  the  Gbrernmenti  to  which,  I  answer  no.    I 
think  the  nature  of  the  powers  to  be  exercised  by 
the  Gtoneral  Ck>vernment  ought  to  be  defined  with 
as  much  precision  as  the  imperfection  of  human 
language  and  fbresight  are  capable  of.    The  con- 
vention acted  wisely  in  giving  no  more  latitude 
than  was  necessary  to  the  success  of  the  experi- 
ment.   Not  because  I  thijik  them  so  essential  to 
the  security  of  the  rights  of  the  people  as  to  pre- 
vent unpleasant  and  dangerotn  collisions  of  au- 
thority between  the  National  and  State  govern- 
ments.   In  the  application  of  this  instrument,  by 
the  different  men  and  parties,  to  the  ground  sup- 
posed to  be  embraced  by  it,  some  trivial  variation 
nrom  what  may  be  deemed  by  many  the  true 
political  meridian  was  to  be  expected,  and  a  small 
allowance  is,  perhaps,  due  to  human  fallibility. 
It  will  be  some  time  before  the  boundary  line  wiir 
be  pkinly  marked  by  usage  and  practical  con- 
struction.   So  far  as  it  has  been  ascertained,  and 
any  question  of  power  settled  by  common  con- 
sent, every  consideration  connected  with  the  good 
of  our  country  forbids  us  to  disturb  it.    Gentle- 
men endeavor  to  alarm  us  with  a  thousand  im- 
aginary dangers.    They  say,  suppose  Congress 
were  to  do  this,  that,  and  the  otner  monstrous 
thing.    You  may  suppose  anything,  and  make 
what  deductions  you  please.    Suppose  the  people 
were  to  destroy  tnetr  own  liberties,  what  then  ? 
Their  liberties  would  be  destroyed.     Suppose 
they  were  all  to  collect  on  the  bank  of  the  Po- 
tomac, plunge  into  the  stream,  and  drown  them- 
selves ;  why,  to  be  sure,  the^  would  be  drowned, 
but,  does  it  follow  that  there  is  any  danger  of  their 
doing  either  ?    All  this  supposing  seems  to  accord 
better  with  a  sentiment  advanced  by  a  celebrated 
Senator  a  few  years  since,  *<that  the  people's 
worst  enemies  are  themselves,"  than  the  gen- 
erally received  opinion  respecting  the  nature  of 
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This  Wll,  proimUy,  w  opposed  by  maajr  under 
an  expectation  of  a  new  national  bank.    As  this 

Question  will,  at  least,  appear  to  be  decided  on 
'onstitotional  gronnd,  their  expectations  will 
hardly  be  realized.  Indeed,  it  is  questionable 
whether  either  foreigners  or  our  own  citizens 
will  again  vest  money  in  a  national  bank.  The 
fall  of  this  will  throw  a  large  portion  of  the  bank- 
ing capital  into  the  banks  of  the  great  commer- 
cial States,  whose  ibfluence  and  ha^tilit^  will  be 
increased  against  a  new  national  institntion.  But 
why  put  down  one  national  bank  to  raise  up 
another  ?  How  are  the  people  to  be  benefited 
by  it  ?  I  shall  be  told,  perhaps,  that  the  direc- 
tion ought  to  be  changed.  And  what  will  be 
this  change  ?  Why,  merely  putting  out  one  set 
of  moneyed  men  to  put  in  another,  who  will  rerv 
soon  be  the  same.  If  this  be  the  object,  I  will 
only  obserre, 

''  Stnmge  there  should  such  diflerence  be  . 
'Twixt  tweedledom  and  tweedledee.*' 

It  is  but  the  difference  between  Hopkins  and 
Sternhold,  and  Sternhotd  and  Hopkins.  A  new 
national  bank,  with  an  increased  capital^  would^ 
to  be  sure,  op^n  a  new  field  of  speculation  and 
increase  that  influence  of  which  gentlemen  pre- 
tend to  complain ;  for,  if  moneyed  men  retain 
their  confidence  in  our  institutions,  the  satoa  mo- 
tives which  Induced  foreigners  to  purchase  seven 
millions  of  the  present  stock,  will  induce  them 
to  purchase  the  stock  of  the  new  bank.  I  hear, 
witn  some  astonishment,  gentlemen  opposed  to 
this  bill,  and  particolarlv  my  friend  from  Ten- 
nessee,  (Mr.  Andsbboii,)  declaim  with  such  ap- 
parent earnestness  about  the  danger  of  this  in- 
stitution with  a  capital  of  only  ten  millions  of 
dollars,  when  I  recollect  the  partiality  they  mani- 
fested for  a  bill  before  us  last  year,  which  proposed 
to  create  a  national  bank  with  a  capital  of  thirty 
millions.  On  the  motion  to  postpone  that  bill 
till  the  first  Monday  in  December  last,  in  sub- 
atance  a  motion  to  reject,  it  will  be  found  by  ref- 
erence to  the  Journals  that  most  of  those  op- 
posed to  this  voted  against  the  postponement.  If 
this  bank  of  ten  milUons  is  such  a  viper,  a  thirty 
million  bank  would,  Indeed,  be  a  monster.  Gen* 
tlemen  may  say  that^  althouffh  they  voted  against 
postponement,  they  intended,  uitimateijr,  to  vote 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Let  ibis  be  con- 
ceded, and  still  their  votte  evince  a  decided  pref- 
erence of  the  new  to  the  present  institution. .  I 
voted  for  the  postponement  because  I  was  not 
entirely  convinced  of  its  constitutionality,  nor 
was  I  satisfied  with  the  details.  The  banking 
operations  of  the  present  institution  are  confined 
to  the  seaboard,  and  may  be  considered  a  neces- 
sary and  proper  mean  subordinate  to  the  end  of 
aiding  the  finances,  but  the  bill  I  have  mentioned, 
contemplated  an  extension  of  branches  into  every 
part  of  the  country,  to  places  where  the  General 
Government  had  no  revenue  to  collect,  and  the 
creation  of  it  might,  perhaps,  be  deemed  the  ex- 
ercise of  an  independent,  original  power,  tran- 
scending the  limit  of  an  auxiliary  measure.  I 
do  not  design  to  give  a  decided  opinion  of  the 


constitutionality  of  it  at  this  time.  Other  sol^ 
stantial  objections  to  that  bill  wilt  suffice  to  ju. 
tify  my  vote,  if  necessary.  If  the  object  o( ph 
tlemen  was  to  eradicate  the  bankmg system  troa 
the  country.  I  might,  fn  6bedience  to  my  formet 
prejudices,  oe  more  disposed  to  join  them.  Bat 
this  is  not  even  pretended.  The  sole  olriect  la 
the  death  of  this,  is,  to  generate  more  of  tboe 
vipers,  under  State  or  federal  authority. 

The  people  of  the  United  States,  through  the 
medium  of  the  National  Government,  harewitbii 
their  control  that  portion  of  the  moneyed  capitil 
vested  in  this  bank,  which  is  not  onlv  a  eonrcBi- 
ent  agent,  in  the  management  of  the  noairces.  bit 
furnishes  loans  to  the  Gkivernment,  to  answer  at- 
casional  deficiencies  in  the  revenue.  If  we  n- 
linquish  entirely  our  power  over  the  mose/ed 
capital,  will  not  the  influence  of  the  interior 
Sutes  be  diminished,  and  that  of  the  commercii) 
States  increased?  The  importing  States  wiU 
have  the  moneyed  capital;  the  greater  part  of 
our  revenue  will  be  coUeeted  by  their  baoiu,ud 
we  shall  not  only  be  dependent  on  them  for  loiiu, 
but  they  can  at  any  time  withhold  our  revenQe, 
without  the  interposition*  <^  force. 

The  sum  required  to  be.  paid  by  the  stoekhoid- 
ers,is  strongly  objected  to.  Aodwhy,sir1  b 
there  any  thing  unreasonable  in  this  provisiosr 
The  privileges  and  benefits,  to  be  enjoyed  by  ibeo, 
ihey  wUl  derive  from  the  people  of  the  tlDJied 
Sutes;  for  which,  justice  requires  them  topij 
the  people  an  equitable  equi  valent.  This  lun  » 
demanded  in  the  nature  of  a  tax  on  the  privtlep 
granted.  The  premium  contemplated  with  tbe 
prolMble  advance  on  the  five  millions  of  stock, 
authorized  to  be  subscribed  by  the  United  Sutes, 
Kill  amount  to  about  three  millions  of  dolisn> 
They  are  to  pay  three  per  cent  on  the  public  d^ 
posites,  which  will,  I  suppose,  without  pretendio^ 
to  have  made  an  accurate  estimate,*  afflDQDt  la 
several  millions  more  during  the  term  of  iocor- 
poratioo ;  so  that  this  bill,  il  passed  into  s  la^t 
will  bring  into  the  national  treasorv  five  or  sa 
millions  of  dollars,  for  the  benefit  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States ;  and  what  are  we  shoot  to 
do  1  Why,  si?,  give  it  up  to  the  large  Suites  oa 
the  seaboard,  in  whose  banks,  we  are  told  by  geo* 
tlemen  on  the  ether  side,  this  very  dangerous  for- 
eign capital  wiR  be  vested,  and  our  revenoede 
posited.  W^ll  may  those  States  clamor  aboot 
State  rights  and  State  interesto.  but  how  the  is* 
terest  or  importance  of  Kentucky  in  the  Umoiv 
or  of  any  State  where  none  of  the  natioosl  rer^ 
nneis  collected;  is  to  be  advanced  hj^  thedestroe- 
tion  of  this  institution,  I  am  not  coi^urer  eooupi 
to  discover. 

It  might  be  contended  with  some  plaasibiluT} 
that  this  Gorernment  is  under  <n  implied  obliga- 
tion to  continue  this  bank  upon  equitable  tennsj 
and  with  reasonable  modifications.  The  preseii 
stockholders,  both  citizens  and  foreigners,  bije 
paid  for  every  100  dollars  they  own  from  1^ 
to  150  dollars.  Tbe  Government  sold  at  sboot 
that  advance  a  few  years  ago.  When  the  Coi^ 
gross  of  1791  passed  the  law  declaring  that  then 
should  be  a  natiooul  bank,  did  they  intend  it  u 
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bet  lempofiry  intiitiitioa ?  Iq  the  oameroas 
tnasfers  of  stock  which  hare  taken  place,  was  it 
so  understood?  Coutd  it  hare  been  expected 
that  a-  Qorernment,  which  declared  a  natioaai 
bank  nceetsary  and  proper,  the  first  twenty  years 
of  iu  existence,  wonid  dispense  with  it  after- 
wards? The  limitation  of  the  corporation  to 
that  period  was  rery  proper*  It  is  highly  expe- 
dient that  these  charters  shoold  return  occasion* 
ally  into  the  power  of  the  people,  to  afford  them 
ID  opportunity  of  rerising  and  correcting  them ; 
beskles;  soch  a  limitation,  by  increasing  their  de« 
peodence,  gires  some  security  to  the  community 
against  abuses.  Has  not  the  conduct  of  the  Gov- 
eromejit  authorized  an  expectation,  that  this  bank 
would  be  continued?  And  if  it  has,  are  they, 
not  bound  by  the  rules  of  morality  tp  fulfil  that 
expectation,  unless  the  Constitution  or  public 
good  clearly  forbid  it  7 

Alibough  this  subject  has  received  much  falae 
coloring  through  the  country,  by  charges  of  Brit- 
ish influence,  dbc.,  I  did  not  expect  to  hear  it 
from  an  honorable  Senator  of  the  Uoitec^  States 
—it  has  not  indeed  beeb  positively  asserted,  but 
iuoted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  an  impres- 
sion on  the  community.  Some  stale  circumstances 
connected  with  the  mitish  treaty  have  been  rery 
nanecessariiy  lugged  in  to  increase  the  prejudices 
against  this  bill.  It  has  been  insinuated,  that 
British  influence,  operating  through  this  institu* 
tion,  has  prevented  the  Government  from  taking 
strong  measures  against  Great. Britain s  but  in 
what  manner  this  has  been  effected,  gentlemen 
have  not  been  good  enough  to  explain.  Did  it 
prevent  Mr.  Jeqerson  from  taking  a  war  course? 
For  I  believe  it  is  generally  understood  that  he 
was  opposed  to  a  war.  Has  it  operated  upon  the 
present  Executive?  Such  a  suggestion  will  not 
oe  made.  I  have,  during  my  service  here,  given 
a  fair  and  faithful  support  to  the  Administration, 
and  1  have  certainlv  voted  for  stronger  measures 
than  they  were  willing  to  accept. .  It  is  due  to 
ihe  iOth  and  11th  Congresses,  who  have  been  so 
much  abused,  to  state,  that  their  course,  as  re- 
gards the  question  of  peace  or  war,  has  been  in 
perfect  unison  with  the  views  of  the  late  and 
present  Presidents.  Let  it  not  be  inferred  that  I 
am  disposed  to  find  fault  \  I  believe  when  we  con- 
sider the  very  extraordinary  state  of  the  foreign 
world,  and  retrospect  the  embarrassing  circum- 
stances  which  have  surrounded  us,  ttie  course 
porsoed  by  them  ought  to  be  deemed  substanti- 
allj  correct,  certainly  so  as  respects  their  leading 
object,  which  has  been  to  avoid  making  this  coun- 
try a  party  in  the  present  war.  If  I  was  disposed 
to  censure,  it  would  be  for  not  making  an  effort 
to  chastise  some  of  the  British  armed  vessels 
which  lay  in  our  waters  after  the  affair  of  the 
Chesapeake,  in  Open  contempt  of  the  President's 
proclamation ;  if  a  single  vessel  had  been  driven 
oot  or  compelled  to  strike  her  colors,  it  Would 
have  healed  the  wound  inflicted  on  the  national 
pride  and  feeling,  committed  bv  the  Leopard. 

That  this  Government  should  hare  an  infla- 
eace  with  forei^  Governments  proportioned  to 
the  interest  their  aubjeots  bare  in  our  funds,  is 


probable,  but  how  this  interest  gires  them  an  in- 
fluence here  I  am  at  a  loss  to  perceive :  foreign- 
ers cannot  even  vote  in  the  appointment  of  di- 
rectors. If  there  is  any  reality  m  this  idea  of  for- 
eign influence  through  this  institution,  why  did 
gentlemen  permit  the  present  stockholders  to  be 
incorporated  into  the  bill  introduced  last  year? 
And  why  was  not  a  provisioi^  inserted  to  prevenai 
foreigners  from  purchasing  additional  stock? 

We  are  told  too  of  their  partiality  in  discountsu 
I  might  answer  this  argument,  by  asking,  whaa 
bank  or  what  administration  has  not  been  partial  7 
What  member  of  this  Senate  has  never  used  his 
influence  in  favor  of  his  friends  affaiost  men,  per- 
haps, of  more  merit?    If  jxtrtial  evils  or  small 
improprieties  are  to  authorize  a  war  of  extermi- 
nation against  out  institutions,  none  would  prove 
10  imuMculate  as  to  escape  the  general  catastro- 
phe.   By  the  bill  reported,  an  odious  feature  in 
the  present  charter,  granting  an  exclusive  privi- 
lege, is  expressly  repealed,  and  the  Govern ment 
authorised  to  subscribe  stock  and  appoint  direc- 
tors.   This  will  give  us  a  sufficient  control  to 
guard  against  all  the  evils,  real  or  imaginary, 
which  hare  been  complained  of.    I  hare  heara 
no  gentleman  adrocate  a  simple  renewal  of  the 
charter.    This  charge  of  partiality  on  the  score 
of  party,  at  least  for  the  last  twelve  years,  has 
been  completely  repelled  by  the  deputation  of 
five  from  the  mechanics  and   manufacturers  of 
Philadelphia,  and  let  it  be  remembered,  too,  that 
these  men  are  republicans  of  the  first  water.    We 
are  arraigned,  sir,  for  the  great  attention  and  re- 
spect shown  to  the  two  deputations  from  Phila-,. 
delphia,  one  in  behalf  of  the  mercantile,  the  other 
of  the  manufaeturinff  interest ;  from  the  latter  we 
received  the  most  of  the  facts  which  have  been 
detailed  to  the  Senate.  They  did  not  come  armed 
with  any  political  resolutions  to  influence  our  de- 
liberations ;  no,  they  were  sent  to  represent  the 
embarrassments  of  the  commercial  and  manufac- 
turing classes  in  Philadelphia,  arising  from  the 
apprehended  dissolution  of  the  bank.    And  was 
it  improper  in  the  committee  to  hear  them  1  Their 
cai^dor  and  respectability  were  not  doubted  by 
those  of  the< committee  most  opposed  tothe  bank. 
Is  anything  more  common  in  England  than  for 
Parliament  to  hear  witnesses,  and  even  counsel, 
in  behalf  of  any  class  of  men  whose  interest  is 
supposed  to  be  affected  by  a  measure  depending 
before  them  ?    And  shall  we  deny  to  American 
citizens  privileges  enjoyed  by  British  subjects? 

Gentlemen  say  the  enibarrassments  in  Philadel- 
phia could  not  have  been  occasioned  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States^  because  they  continue  to 
discount  as  usual.  It  I  recollect  the  evidence — 
and  I  hope  lo  be  corrected  if  I  mistake  it— it  was 
this — that  the  calling  in  of  ten  per  cent,  on  their 
debts  occasioned  such  a  pressure,  that  they  were 
prevailed  upon  to  extend  their  discounts  until 
the  ultimate  decision  of  Congress  should  be 
known.  I  have  heard  it  seriously  urged  that 
the  evils  and  inconveniences  to  be  experienced 
from  its  dissolution,  prove  it  to  be  a  dangerous  in- 
stitution ;  the  same  argument  would  prove  that 
the  Government  ought  to  be  destroyed.    Noih- 
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iB^,  indeed^  teems  too  absard  for  the  bueimn 
mind  to  seise  upon,  when  under  the  influence 
of  passion  or  misguided  zeal. 

I  must  omit,  Mr.  President,  many  of  the  remarks 
I  intended  to  offer  to  the  Senate  on  this  bill — ^lowe 
It  to  other  gentlemen  who  wish  to  express  their 
views.  Before  I  sit  down,  I  beg  leave  to  say  a 
few  words  about  the  liberty  or  tyranny  of  the 
press.  Tyranny  is  to  me,  sir,  a  hideous  fiend  in 
every  possible  form.  A  press  well  conducted  is 
invaluable ;  but  this  palladium  of  our  rights  may, 
if  permitted  to  exercise  an  undue  influence,  be 
made  the  instrument  to  entomb  the  liberties  of 
this  people.  With  what  indignation  would  an 
attempt  through  the  medium  of  the  press,  to  in- 
timidate a  court  or  jury  in  relation  to  a  contro- 
versy while  pending,  be  viewed ;  and  what  course 
would  be  taken  ?  I  need  not  answer  the  question. 
And  is  it  not  equally  important  that  our  deliber- 
ations should  be  free  from  an  improper  and  irre- 
sponsible influence?  Afler  I  nave  given  my 
vote,  I  am  ready  to  meet  investigation  ;  but  this 
system  of  abusing  and  denouncing  members  who 
may  speak  or  vote  for  or  against  a  measure  depend- 
ing before  Congress,  is  a  monstrous  outrage  upon 
the  independence  of  the  National  Legislature ; 
aad  every  attempt  of  editors  to  influence  their 
decision  by  assailing  or  exciting  unfounded  pre- 
judices ai^inst  them  respecting  a  subject  upon 
which  they  are  deliberating  ought  to  be  repro* 
bated  and  resisted  by  every  friend  to  his  country. 

If  it  is  once  understood  that  Congress  are  con- 
trolled bv  the  dictatorial  arrogance  of  the  press, 
what  will  be  the  cons^uence  ?  However  pure 
the  press  may  now  be,  if  it  should  become  an  ob* 
ject  with  a  foreign  nation  to  give  a  direction  to 
our  measures,  or  of  a  junto  of  assassins  behind 
the  curtain  to  proscribe  every  honest,  independ- 
ent man  from  the  confidence  of  the  people,  a 
sufficient  number  of  them  will  be  purchased  at  any 
price,  and  through  this  medium,  if  well  combined 
and  organized,  an  unseen  power  will  guide  our 
Councils. 

My  honorable  friend  from  Georgia  has  been 
reminded  of  the  Macedonian  phalanx.  I  trust,  sir, 
we  shall  ever  be  found  associated  with  a  phalanx 
American,  Republican,  in  heart  and  sentiment. 
1  will  not  sacrifice  the  interests  of  my  constitu- 
ents for  fear  of  being  called  hard  names.  The 
epithets  of  quidism,  quadrooaism,  or  any  other 
ism  which  malice  or  policy  may  suggest,  shall 
not  drive  me  from  the  course  called  for  oy  the 
public  good.  I  am  proud  that  I  represent  a  people 
just,  generous  and  independent,  not  to  be  carried 
away  by  unmeaning  clamor.  Before  tbey  dis- 
card a  public  servant,  they  will  view  him  both 
on  the  political  theatre,  and  in  the  walks  of  pri- 
vate life.  They  know,  too  well,  that  those  are 
not  always  the  oest  Christians  who  sing  hallelu- 
^  jabs  on  the  house  top,  nor  have  they  forgotten 
the  celebrated  Sempronius,  who,  on  the  approach 
of  Cssar,  thundereoi  war  in  the  Roman  Senate, 
and  at  the  same  time  was  secretly  co-operating 
with  the  traitor  to  overthrow  the  liberties  of  the 
.Roman  people. 

Deeply  impressed,  Mr.  President,  with  the  opin- 


ion, that  the  rejection  of  this  bill  will  give  at 
least  a  temporary  cheek  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
rising  State  from  which  I  come,  I  shall  irlve  my 
negative  to  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  sce- 
iion«  YeS|  sir,  not  only  the  interest,  bat  import- 
ance of  that  State  in  the  Union  is  about  to  be 
sacrificed.  When  I  look  bevond  the  mountains, 
and  remember  that  Keatuexy  has  nurtared  me 
almost  from  my  cradle,  that  she  has  bestowed 
on  me  her  choicest  honors,  ray  bosom  is  filled 
with  emotions  of  gratitude,  which  impel  one  to 
say  on  this,  as  on  ail  other  occasions,  Kentucky,  I 
am  only  thine  i 

SAToaoAT,  February  16. 

Mr.  COTTs,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  enable  the  Georgetown  Potomac  Bridge 
Company  to  levy  money  for  the  object  of  its  in- 
corporation, correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill 
was  read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  authorizing  the 
Secretaty  of  State  to  cause  a  general  index  to 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  be  made,  printed, 
and  distributed,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and 
report  thereon ;  and  Messrs;  Fraivklin,  Qilmah, 
and  Reeo.  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  esiablishinr 
trading  houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,  was  read 
the  second  lime,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs. 
SttiTfi,  of  Maryland,  FRAitKLiiTj  and  Bradley, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
PBeeriDBNT  or  tab  United  States  i 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

lUpretenfativee  of  the  United  StateM  .- 

I  now  far  before  Congress  the  treaty  concluded  on 
the  10th  of  NoTember,  1807,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  Great  and  Little  Osage  tribes  of  In« 
dians,  witfi  a  Tiew  to  such  legal  provtaion  as  mmj  be 
deeteed  proper  for  fblfiUing  its  atipulstiona. 

Fsa.  16, 1811.  JAMES  MADISON. 

The  Messuage  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  ubie. 

The  PRGstDENT  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  enclosing  a 
resolution  of  that  Legislature,  approving  the 
measures  of  the  General  Qorernment;  which 
were  read. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tiie 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  foice 
an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  passed 
on  the  25th  da^  of  April,  1791 ;"  the  moiion  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  being  under  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland  said,  that  in  second iog 
the  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  he  had  pursued  a  courise  which  in  his  opin- 
ion was  the  most  correct.  When  I  first  took  a. 
seat  in  Congress  (said  he)  the  course  of  proceed- 
ing was  to  fix  the  principle  by  resolution,  and, 
that  once  fixed,  to  send  it  to  a  committee  to  re- 
port it  bill.    By  a  motioii  to  strike  out  the  firat 
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sMtion  the  prioti'iile  will  bt  cri«ci,  wid  the  Sen- 
ate, if  the  motion  fails,  will  go  into  a  diaaassion 
01  the  provisions  of  the  btii.  This  I  oonceiTe  a 
better  eoorse^  than  for  the  Senate  to  go  into  dis* 
cossioo  of  to«  details  of  a  sobject  which  would 
probably  be  -iiltiaiatelf  rejected  on  the  general 
gronod  of  principle. 

The  gentleman  who  introduoed  this  subject 
spoke  with  great  animation  and  with  great  feel- 
ing against  the  press  or  presses  which  have  on- 
dertalen  to  give  their  opinions  upon  this  great 
and  important  oneation.  He  spoke  with  much 
warmth, and  said  that  whoeTer  knew  him  would 
not  beliere  that  he  woiiid  permit  himself  to  be 
driven  oot  of  his  opinion  py  ai>y  man  or  set  of 
men.  There  is  no  man,  sir,  the  least  acquainted 
with  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr,  CeaW' 
pobd)  but  will  believe  his  declaration.  But 
sDotber  result  may  be  apprehended,  that  those 
wbo  feel  so  great  an  offence  jit  the  freedom  the 
press  has  taken,  miiy  be  driven  into  the  opposite 
coune  by  the  irritation  of  their  feelings.  Certain* 
\j  those  feelings  must  have  been  extremely  stron] 
with  the  gentleman  from  Kentuekj  (Mr*  Pope 
to  have  induced  him  to  terminate  bts  speech  witJ 
SD  oration  boatile  to  the  press.  Are  the  gentle- 
men from  Georgia  and  Kentucky  the  only  Sen* 
stars  who  have  had  their  feelings  wounded  by 
tbeeondoet  of  the  press  upon  this  sobject?  Sir, 
if  the  gentieman's  opinions  and  sentiments  have 
been  censored  bf  one  description  of  presses,  he 
may  find  consolation  in  having  been  greatly  eulo- 
gized in  others.  For  more  than  a  year  those  on 
the  same  side  of  this  question  with  myself  have 
had  their  opinion^  tortured,  into  every  shape  to 
destrojf  them  in  the  estimation  of  the  people ;  not 
oniy  la  thia  session  but  during  the  last:  Sir. 
there  are  some  presses  in  the  Union  which  could 
not  exist,  whose  papers  would  not  be  read,  but 
for  the  diseqsston  of  individual  character.  Is 
any  advantage  to  be  derived  from  complaining 
of  this  ?  It  results  from  the  nature  and  temper  of 
our  Government,  and  the  best  way  I  have  ever 
foond  to  treat  it,  is  with  silent  contempt.  He 
who  does  otherwise  engages  in  the  contest  at  a 
great  disadvantage,  and  will  seldom  come  out 
the  victor.    In  the  same  presses  of  which  those 

{[entlemeo  complain,  I  have  seen  them  both  eu- 
ogjzed,  and  properly,  for  their  conduct  on  the 
subject  of  the  embargo  and  West  Florida  ques- 

tiODS. 

If  the  press  be  an  evil  in  this  respect,  we  must 
submit  to  it;  those  gentleman  who  tske  a  high 
and  prominent  stand  must  expect  to  be  noticM. 
Sometimes  gentlemen  will  be  put  down  by  the 
press,  but,  their  conduct  being  correct,  will  more 
ffcqoently  be  written  up  by  its  abuse. 

It  has  been  objected  ibat  this  question  is  dis- 
eossifd  on  the  ground  of  partv ;  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  as  1  understood  him,  said^ 
that  this  had  been  made  a  party  question  else- 
where, and  might  be  so  here.  fMr.  Cbawpoud 
said  he  had  mentioned  no  plilce,  but  had  said  that 
this  might  be  made  a  party  question.]  I  under^ 
stood  the  gentleman  to  say,  said  Mr.  S.,that  this 
may  again  be  made  a  party  question.  But  foe  thia 


observation  of  thegemleman  the  sublet  of  party 
would^ probably  net  have  been  introduced  at  all; 
and  we  must  indeed  shot  our  eyes  or  we  cannot 
avoid  seeing  that  this  is  made  a  party  question, 
at  least  on  one  side.    Do  you  see  one  gentleman, 
one  solitary  gentleman  of  one' party,  discrimina- 
ted generally  as  Federal,  who  does  not  vote  for 
this  measure  throughout  1    Do  you  see  one  pub- 
lie  body  in  Philadelphia  or  New  York  which 
has  a  majority  of  Federal  directors  or  agents, 
whiehhasnot  come  before  you  with  memorials 
drawn  up  with  the  ingenuity  of  lawyers,  to  im- 
pose on  your  judgment?     Have  not  the  same 
party  prepared  memorials  and  got  the  subscrip- 
tion ot  every  one  of  their  caste,  bringing  forward 
nearly  the  same  number  of  petitioners  as  they 
have  of  Federal  voters  7    Have  they  not  done  so 
in  fialtimore  ? '  Of  that  city  I  would,say  as  little 
as  may  be,  for  being  a  manufacturing  as  well  as 
a  commercial  city  it  has  stirred  up  an  animosity-  - 
in  some  gentlemen  against  it  not  easily  account- 
ed for.     In  Baltimore,  on  a  warmly  contested 
election,  the  Federal  party  mustered  eight  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  votes,  all  they  could  parade 
with  their  every  exertion.   To  the  petition  for  the 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  there  are 
eight  hundred  and  forty-odd  signatures!    They 
have  gained  some  few  since  Che  latest  contest. 
Is  this  ooincidenee  of  members,  this  exclusively 
Federal  petitioning,  no  mark  of  party  t    They 
have  also  got  one  public  body  in  Baltimore  to 
raemorialixe  in  favor  of  the  bank;  the  rest  were 
not  to  be  intimidated  by  the  threats  of  the  Bank, 
of  the  United  States.    What,  sir,  have  the  other 
party  done  ?    Have  they  disturbed  the  quiet  of 
either  House  1    Uav^  they  brought  forward  the 
mass  of  their  voters  as  signers  to  petitions?    No, 
sir,  they  have  trusted  the  subject  to  their  Repre- 
sentatives, confiding  in  their  disposition  and  abili- 
ty to  speak  their  sentiments.    The  representation 
of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Norfolk, 
and  Charleston,  in  the  other  House,  have  opposed 
the  renewal  of  the  charter.    Every  city  high  in 
estimation  ax  a  commercial  city  is  opposed  to  the 
renewal  of  the  charter,  except -Boston.     This 
speaks  with  a  strong  voice  what  are  the  feelings 
of  the  peofile ;  stronger  evidence  cannot  be  pre- 
sented to  the  human  mind.    Far  be  it  from  me, 
sir,  to  endeavor  to  work  up  the  feelings  of  party 
spirit  on  this  occasion  ;  but  the  thing  itself  was 
one  of  the  first  causes  which  created  the  present 
parties  and  separated  man  from  man,  and  bro- 
ther from  brother.    This  measure  was  originally 
brought  forward  and  adopted  when  the  represen- 
tation in  Congress  was  not  bottomed  on  an  ac- 
tual supposed  census  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States.    Sixty-five  members  composed  Congress 
then,  which  was  a  representation  taken  by  acci- 
dent.   If  a  proportionate  representation^  had  been 
given  to  the  States  according  to  their  population, 
the  law  probably  would  not  have  passed.    The 
States  of  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina  had 
each  &Yt  Representatives,  being  thus  placed  on 
an  exact  equality.     Now  North  Carolina  has 
twelve.  South  Carolina  only  eight.    What  was 
the  vota  than  ?  Out  of  sixty-nve  members  thirty- 
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nine  Tdted  for  the  biH»  It  was  not^  as  my  friend 
froioa.  Kentoclcy  said,  a  sabject  fally  discussed  or 
carried  by  a  tremendous  majority. 

The  bank  having  been  formed,  it  may  not  be 
improper  for  me  to  take  some  view  of  its  begin 
ning  and  its  operation.  At  first  its  operations  w^re 
confined  to  Philadelphia;  it*eztended  its  branches 
K>me  time  afterwards  to  Boston,  New  York,  Bal^ 
timore,  and  Charleston.  Wherever  it  extended 
its  influence,  dissension  commenced  ;  wherever 
it  placed  its  foot,  it  became  ab&olutely  necessary 
for  the  States  to  erect  another  bank  to  counter- 
balance its  pecuniary  and  political  influence.  In 
Philadelphia  it  began  to  oppose  certain  people 
and  turn  down  their  paper.  The  State  of  Penn^ 
sylvan ia,  in  defence  or  its  own  citizens, created  the 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania.^  Here  was  a  check  upon 
its  pecuniary  aod  political  operations.  I  believe 
I  am  not  mistaken  when  1  say  that  soon  after  it 
commenced  in  Boston  a  new  bank  was  estab- 
lished thercj  from  what  cause  I  know  toot.  In 
Baltimore,  sir,  it  soon  taught  us  a  lesson^  and  w« 
met  the  lesson  as  other  States  had  done.  Charles- 
ton and  New  York  acted  in  a  similar  way. 
Operating  as  the  bank  did  on  the  politics  of  the 
country  before  its  efiiftets  were  neutralized  by 
competition,  man  being  man,  place  him  where 
you  will,  those  concerned  in  the  direction  of  the 
bank  felt  power  and  exercised  it.  When  the  Brit- 
ish treaty  was  pending  before  Congress  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  (aslam  informed)  themselves 
carried  about  a  memorial  to  Congress  in  its  favor, 
with  what  view  and  with  what  effect  may  easily 
be  conceived.  In  Baltimore  (until  we  were  able  to 
check  them  by  other  banks)  its  political  influence 
was  great.  Prior  to  the  great  struggle  between 
the  parties,  in  I79S,  they  did  permit  one  democrat 
to  be  within  the  walls  of  the  sanctuary,  (as  a 
director,)  a  gentlemen  of  as  much  reipecubility 
and  independence  of  character  as  any  one  of  the 
direction.  He  was  however  (immediately  after 
daring  to  give  his  vote  in  favor  of  a  democratic 
candidate)  pot  out;  aod aince  that  time  no  man 
of  democratic  principles  has  been  permitted  to  en- 
ter its  walls  as  a  director.  Men  must  shut  their 
eyes  to  the  fact  of  this  being  a  party  institution, 
when  they  see  that  no  democrat  has  been  admitted 
to  the  direction  of  the  bank  t»ut  in  this  city,  and 
New  York,  where  the  collector  was  admitted  a 
director  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  public 
money  at  the  instaiice  (it  is  said)  of  the  Secre- 
ury  of  the  Treasury.  Can  we  shut  our  eyes  so 
as  not  to  see  that  men  hostile  to  the  'democratic 
party,  and  of  course  to  the  success  of  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Government,  are  not  the  most  pro* 
per  persons  to  have  charge  of  its,  pecuniary  con- 
cerns ?  I  would  have  been  very  unwilling  to  have 
gone  into  this  part  of  the  subject ;  but  when  the 
gaotleman  from  Kentucky,  scarcely  able  to  re- 
strain his  rage,  cried  out,  party  1  party !  I  was 
bound  to  show  that  it  was  not  those  with  whom 
I  act  who  had  any  agency  in  pressing  the  subject 
of  party  ihto  the  present  discussion. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  reprobates  the 
system  of  petty  mischievous  intrigue  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  measures  through  Congress. 


^o  man,  sir,  despises  or  eontemns  such  conduct 
more  than  I  do.  But  on  whose  side  has  this  in- 
trigue been  1  It  is  necessary  to  put  the  saddle 
on  the  proper  horse.  Have  we  gone  to,  insurance 
companies  or  cor]M>rations  of  one  kind  or  ano- 
ther? Have  we  intrigued  with  the  people,  to 
induce  them  to  take  sides  with  as  ?  No,  sir,  we 
have  been  tranquil,  we  wanted  no  aid  of  that 
kind.  Have  we  sent  persona  here  to  intrigue 
with  members,  or  a  deputy  to  remain  here  the 
whole  of  the  iait  and  present  session,  to  explain 
to  Congress  the  effect  of  putting  down  the  bank, 
and  threaten  them  with  destruction  and  ruio  to 
the  United  States  if.  they  passed  the  measure? 
No,  sir,  we  have  had  nu  one  here.  Have  we 
stirred  up  (he  people  into  town  meetings  to  aid 
us  by  memorials  ?  No  such  thing,  sir.  Have 
we  called  meetings  and  induced  honest  mechan- 
ics to  come  here  to  influence  Congress  by  idle 
feare,  impressed  upon  them  by  those  who  are 
interested,  to  tell  a  tale  that  'shall  answer  our 
purposes?  No,  sir,  we  have  pursued  no  soch 
course. 

Respectable  merchants,  I  observe,  form  a  part 
of  the  bank  deputies — for  what  1  To  represent 
the  late  fall  of  the  price  of  flour  as  a  consequence 
of  the  danger  of  the  bank  charter  not  being  re- 
newed, and  thereby  to  alarm  the  minds  of  mem- 
bers. I  am  sorry  that  med  of  such  respectable 
character  did  oermit  theniselves  to  come  here  on 
such  AU  errand.  ^  I  think  I  have  seen  in  the  pa- 
pers that  one  of  the  manufacturers  (now  here)  on 
being  asked  to  sign  a  petition  for  the  renewal  of 
the  charter  for  twenty  years,  said,  he  would 
rather  cut  off  his  right  hand  than  sign  it ;  he 
wished  only  a  renewal  for  a  short  time  logire' the 
bank  an  Opportunity  to  wind  up  its  afiairs. .  If  this 
statement  be  true,  and  of  its  truth  I  have  no  cause 
to  doubt,  it  shows  the  depth  of  that  intrigne  which 
sent  this  gentleman  here,  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  his  excellent  character,  to  get  a  renewal 
of  the  charter  for  a  period  which  he  never  con- 
templated. These  are  intrigues  for  which  men 
ought  to  blush,  and  from  which,  I  thank  Qody 
we  are  exempt.  At  the  time  these  deputies  ar- 
rived, there  were  three  mechanics  of  Baltimore 
here,  of  character  inferior  to  none,  and  of  wealth 
inierior  to  few  in  Philadelphia,  and  who  would 
have  given  a  different  view  of  the  subject,  if  they 
had  been  asked  to  appear  before  the  committee. 
I  thought  it  unnecessary — I  wanted  no  assistance 
of  .that  kind,  no  species  of  intrigue.  They  did, 
however,  declare,  sir,  that  granting  this  charter 
would  be  a  death-blow  to  the  politics  of  the  Sute 
of  Maryiaad.  They  did  believe  the  renewal 
would  be  injurious  to  them,  for  neither  tbey  nor 
many  of  the  manufacturers  of  Baltimore  had  re- 
ceived much  advantage  from  the  branch  bank ; 
they  had  their  own  banks,  from  which  they  gen- 
erally received  accommodation.  Another  species 
of  intrigue  is  carried  on,  to  wit,  by  pamphleteer- 
ing. The  press  is  groaning  with  pamphlets — for 
what  7  To  teach  the  minds  of  members  on  this 
question,  the  necessity  of  renewal  and  pCDbabillty 
of  destruction  to  the  nation,  if  their  demands  are 
fioi  complied.with.    Our  tables  are  covered  with 
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pempfalet5  of  that  teodency.     Has  there  been 
anytoing  of  the  kind  on  our  part? 

I  will  DOW  take  a  riew  of  a  part  of  the  sabject. 
into  which,  permit  me  to  say,  I  have  been  pressed 
by  other  gentlenaen,  to  wit:  What  has  been  the 
operation  of  the  bank  in  regard  to  the  collection 
of  daties  prior  to  1800?  Prior  to  the  institutioa 
of  the  bank,  the  collectors  took  the  bonds  of  the 
merchants  for  duties,  received  the  money,  and 
deposited  It  for  safe-keeping  in-  the  State  oanks, 
where  th^  were  any.  AAer  the  bank  was 
erected,  it  bad,  for  some  time,  but  two  branches; 
still  the  rcTenae  was  well  collected,  I  am  in* 
formed,  where  the  branch  banks  of  the  United 
States  were  not  as  where  they  were,  and  yet,  it 
is  said,  we  cannot  have  thaft  reliance  or  confi- 
dence in  tfie  banks  of  the  States  as  we  can  on  the 
branches  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachosetts  told  us  that  in 
fire  New  England  States  there  was  but  one  soli- 
tary branch  bank ;  and  I  could  not  find  from  any- 
tbiog  that  the  gentleman  said,  that  he  apprehend- 
ed any  distress  would  overtake  the  New  Bliigland 
States.  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Pope)  told  us  that,  in  Boston,  the  branch  was 
the  great  bank  of  deposite ;  that  in  the  trifling 
omt-ports  it  was  not  of  so  much  consequence  to 
have  braiiehes,  the  whole  collections  being  drawn 
into  the  branch  bank  at  BostoA.  In  order  to  show 
that  there  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  these  branch 
basks  in  theeoHection  ofthe  revenue,  the  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Pope)  ought  to  show  that  the  com- 
pany can  place  a  baiHc  wherever  money  is  to  be 
collected,  without  enlarging  the  present  capital ; 
for,if  it  were  extended  beyond  its  present  amount, 
bis  eoosctence  would  be  pricked ;  for,  if  I  under- 
stood him,  he  does  not  advocate  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  bank,  if  its  capital  was  extended  be- 
yond what  he  sunpo^es  to  be  necessary. 

[Mr.  PoPB  saia  his  idea  was,  that  a  bank  of 
thirty  millions  must  extend  Its  branches  where 
there  was  no  necessity  for  them,  and  where  banks 
of  another  description  were  competent  to  all  the 
ordinary  purposes  of  societyj  "  ' 

And,  of  coarse  said  Mr.  S.,  if  the  capital  ex- 
tended beyond  the  litnits  of  the  gentleman's  idea 
of  necessity,  it  woiild  be  doubtful  whether  it  was 
Constitutional  or  not..  Can  a  ten  million  bank 
extend  itself,  as  th^  gentleman  contemplates,  to 
every  place  where  the  United  States  have  mon- 
eys to  collect  ?  In  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
there  are  twenty-three  collection  districts :  Bos- 
ton owns  eighty-three  thousand  tons  of  shippine^ ; 
the  only  branch  of  the  United  States'  Bank  m  tne 
State  is  in  Boston,  whilst  the  other  ports  of  that 
Stateown  two  hundred  thousand  tons  of  shipping, 
and  have  no  branch  in  any  of  them.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  erred  extremely,  when  he 
supposed  that  those  towns  in  Massachusetts  which 
bad  no  branch  were  of  little  importance.  In  the 
town  of  Salem,  where  there  is  no  branch  bank, 
there  is,  perhaps,  more  East  India  trade  than 
from  any  town  iti  the  United  States^:  the  town 
of  Nantucket,  also,  is  a  great  trading  place ;  the 
town  of  Portland  is  a  great  trading  town,  and 
there  are  a  number  of  other  towns  of  great  com- 


merce in  Massachusetts,  none  of  which  have  a 
branch  bank,  and  yet  I  am  informed  from  high 
authority  that  there  are  no  towns  in  the  Union* 
where  the  revenue  is  better  collected  than  in  those 
towns.  The  branch  bank  af  Boston,  then,  may 
be  considered  as  a  treasury  chest,  and  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  collections;  an  office  where  the 
Secretary  of  the-  Treasury  keeps  an  account  to 
know  whether  the  State  banks  transmit  the  money 
properly  to  Boston  or  not.  I  have  been  informed, 
sir,  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  that  no- 
where are  collections  better  made  than  where 
there  is  no  branch  bank.  It  is  among  the  most 
ridiculous  of  all  ideas,  to  say  that  the  bank  has 
any  influencLe  on  the  payer  of  the  bond.  The 
influence  on  the  payer,  is  this,  and  this  only,  that, 
if  the  merchant  does  not  pav  his  bond  when  due, 
he  has  no  longer  credit  at  the  custom-house;  be 
is  compelled  thereafter,  and  until  his  bond  is  paid, 
to  pay  the  cash  for  all  duties,  and  in  that  way 
only  does  he  suffer.  I  agree  with  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  that  the  creation  of  banks  has 
contributed  to  produce  greater  punctuality  ofpay- 
ment;  but  this  arises  as  well  from  the  State 
banks  as  from  those  of  the  United  States.  A  note 
given  to  an  individual  now  must  be  paid,  or  the 
credit  of  the  signer  is  lost ;  but  that  has  no  ope- 
ration as  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  In  case 
of  non-payments  of  bonds,  what  course  does  the 
bank  pursue  in  relation  to  custom-house  bonds  ? 
The  same  as  with  ordinary  notes.  If  the  bond 
be  not  paid. when  due,  the  cashier  returns  it  to 
the  collector,  who  puts  it  in  «uit.  The  bank  is 
a  mere  place  of  deposite  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  bond,  and  has  no  farther  interest  in  or  discre- 
tion dver  if  after  its  payment  is  refused.  There 
are  in  the  United  States^  including  the  Territo- 
ries, ten  banks,  emanating  from  and  including  the 
mother  Bank  ofthe  United  States;  and  without 
these  banks  we  are  told  the  Revenue  cannot  be 
collected.  This  does  appear  tome  to  be  one  of 
the  most  extraordinary  arguments  that  ever  en- 
tered the  mind  of  man.  Let  us  examine  it.  In 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  there  is  but  one  bank 
to  collect  from  twenty-three  ports,  possessing,  in- 
dependent of  Boston,  one-fifth  of  the  whole  ton- 
nage of  the  United  States.  There  is  no  bank  of 
the  United  States  in  Connecticut,  and  yet  Con- 
necticut pay's  her  duties  as  punctually  as  any 
State  in  the  Union.  There  is  no  branch  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  who  ever  heard  that  Rhode 
Island  did  not  pay  her  duties  punctually?  Ma- 
ryland has  eight  ports  and  but  one  branch.  Vir- 
gmia  has  eleven  ports  and  no  branch,  but  a  little 
one  at  Norfolk,  whose  operation  is  confined  with- 
in the  limits  of  that  town.  Where  there  Are  no 
branch  banks  ofthe  United  States  in  the  ports  of 
that  State.  (Richmond  and  Petersburg,  for  in- 
stance^) the  duties  are  better  paid  than  where 
there  is  a  branch — I  am  authorized  to  say  so.  in 
North  Carolina  there  is  no  branch  bank,  and  yet 
there  is  no  difficulty  whatever  in  the  collection 
of  the  revenue.  South  Carolina  has  a  branch 
bank.  Georgia,  in  four  ports,  has  but  one  branch. 
My  object,  it  will  be  observed,  is  to  show  that  the 
revenue  has  been  as  well  collected  where  there 
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were  no  branch  banks,  as  where  thej  have  ex* 
Uted,    Let  me  telL  the  -jfentleman,  (Mr.  Pope,) 
that  the  banks  of  the  United  States  afford  no  fa- 
cility in  the  collection  of  the  revenue  that  it  is 
possible  for  them  to  avoid.  .  I  state  this,  as  dedu- 
cible  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.    He  states  that  there  is  in  the  Bank  of 
Manhattan  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thou- 
sand dollars  of  the  public  money.  .From  what 
cause  did  it  get  there  ?    The  truths  it  appears, 
was,  that  the  branch  bank  of  the  United  States 
in  New  York  refused  to  receive  Connecticut  or 
Rhode  Island  paper,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  compelled  to  deposite  it  In  the 
Manhattan  Bank,  which  bank  agreed  to  receive 
that  paper.    Here,  then,  sir,  we  see  that  a  State 
bank,  alihoujgh  it  j^ains  no  advantage  from  the 
deposite  of  New  York,  yet  has  accommodated 
the  Treasury  by  taking  and  accountiofffor  the 
bank  paper  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island 
and  placing  it  in  a  situation  in  which  it  can  be 
made  use  of  with  facilitv.    Again,  we  find  that, 
in  Georgetown,  the  BauK  of  Columbia  has  a  de- 
posite oi  $115,000  of  public  money.    How  did  it 
get  there  ?    The  Secretary  informs  us  in  bis  re- 
port ;  "  that  the  deposites  m  the  Bank  of  Colum- 
'  bia  arise  from  occasional  drafts  on  some  coilec- 
'  tors  in  Virginia,  and  from  the  receipt  of  moneys, 
'  paid  at  the  Treasury  for  lands,  patents,  dbc,  in 
*  bank  notes  not  receivable  at  the  office  of  discount 
<  and  deposite,  Washington.''    That  is,  sir,  the 
branch  bank  of  Washington  refused  to  receive 
Virginia  paper  from  those  collectors,  and  refused 
to  give  any  aid  or  assistance  in  the  collection  of 
the  revenue^  except  that  which  went  to  their 
own  emolument.     Not  so  with  the   Bank  of 
Columbia ;  it  opened  its  vaults  to  all,  and  i(  any 
man  desires  it  he  may  deposite  in  the  Bank  of 
Colombia  the  paper  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  or 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  cashier  will  give  him  a 
check  on  some  of  the  banks  of  those  States  for 
the  amount.    This  they  will  not  do  in  the  branch 
bank.    Do  gentlemen  suppose  that  the  notes  of 
the  United  States'  Bank  pervade  the  whole  Uni- 
ted States  1    No,  sir,  they  do  nor.    Does  a  gen- 
tleman, representing  Ohio,  bring  bank  notes  of 
other  States  to  pay  for  his  constituents  for  land 
bouffht  of  the   United  States,  or  debts  due  in 
Philadelphia?    Can  he  go  to  the  branch  bank 
'  and  pay  them?    No,  they  are  not  bank  notes  of 
the  United  States,  but  of  the  individual  States, 
and  the  branch  bank  at  Washington  will  refuse 
to  receive  them.     The  Bank  oi  Columbia,  on 
the  contrary,  will  receive  them,  and  will^  if  he 
wishes,  pay  the  money  in  Baltimore,  Philadel- 
phia, or  New  York,  or  will  pay  it  here  into  the 
Treasury.    What  bank  is  it  that  collects  the  rev- 
enue derived  from  the  sales  of  Western  lands  ? 
Not  that  of  the  United  States,  which  is  represent- 
ed as  indispensably  necessary  for  the  collection 
of  the  revenue.    No,  sir,  the>  collection  is  made 
by  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  which  bank  estab- 
lished a  branch  at  Pittsburg,  and  collects  the 
money  due  the  United  States  from  the  purchasers 
of  public  lands,  as  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury. 


There  ha#  ht^  one  great  mistake  entertained 
by  a  gentleman  (Mn  Lloyd)  with  respect  to 
New  Orleans^  He  sufiposes  that  there  is  do  Te^ 
ritorial.bank  in  that  city^  and  asks  how  the  col- 
lection of  duties  will  be  made  without  one.  The 
Bank  of  the  United  States  there  has  a  capital  of 
only  9300,000,  that  of  the  Territory  has  $600,000, 
as  good  a  badk  too  as  anv  in  the  United  States. 
And,  notwithstanding  what  has  been  said,  the 
banks  of  New  Orleans  are  in  as  good  credit,  aod 
have  more  specie,  in  proportion  to  the  popolaiioa 
of  the  city,  than  any  banks  in  the  United  Sutes. 
If  we  should  be  fortunate  enough  to  obuio  a 
majority  for  destroying  this  bill  the  geatleoian 
need  be  under  no  apprehension  for  any  iojuri- 
oua  result  arising  at  New  Orleans,  The  pub- 
lic money  will  be  as  safe  there  as  in  any  baok. 
and  we  shall  find  as  honorable  men  directors  ot 
the  Territorial  bank  as  la  that.of  the  branch  bank 
of  the  United  Sutes  established  in  that  city. 

There  is  scarcely  an  evil  which  has  not  beea 
attributed  to  the  embargo,  and  which  is  not  noir, 
with  as  little  justice,  attributed  to  the  expected 
non-renewal  of  the  bask  charter.  Qreat  failorei 
have  lately,  taken  place  at  New  York;  bills  of 
exchange  on  London,  to  a  large  amount,  bare 
returned  protested,  and  the  drawer^  are  not  able 
to  pay  the  holders,  and  to  the  present  critical  sit- 
uation of  the  bank  some  gentlemen  attribute  the 
distress  brought  upon  those  who  have  suffered  bf 
these  failures  and  protests.  But,  Mr.  President, 
wM  is  the  real  cause  of  those  failures?  They 
are  confined  principallv  to  New  York,  and  mj 
be  atuibuted  to  the  following  causes:  It  is  nato- 
ral  for  men  born  in  Great  Britain  to  entertain 
predilections  favorable  to  a  commerce  with  tluu 
country,  their  oonnexions,as  well  comibercialasoi 
family,  are  there;  their  credit  is  there;  and,  from 
those  causes,  the  house  which  has  failed,  and  eit- 
ried  so  many  others  with  it  in  its  fall,  has  prob- 
ably directed  the  principal  part  of  ito  commerce 
to  England ;  they  have,  no  doubt,  shipped  couon 
and  tobi^cco,  the.  trade  in  which  being  in  a  great 
measure  confined  to  Qreat  Britain,  the  naiaral 
cpnsequence  has  been,  that  the  markets  of  E^E^ 
land  Were  completely  glutted;  tobacco,  except  the 
very  fine  Virginia,  scarcely  paid  the  charges  of 
freight  and  commission,  and  the  loss  on  cottoa 
must  have  been  nearly  fifty  per  cent.  The  eoo- 
signees,  under  those. circumstances,  refused  topaf 
the  bills  drawn  upon  shipments  of  those  articles. 
The  bills  returned  protested,  and  ruin  to  the  Ame- 
rican shipper  has  been  the  consequence.  At  anf 
other  time  the  English  merchants  would  have 
accepted  the  bills,  and  held  the  cargoes  for  a  bet- 
ter market ;  but,  at  that  time,  ruin  stared  ererf 
man  in  the  face«  No  man  in  London  knew  who 
to  trust,  and  very  few  would  enter  into  engage- 
ments Which  they  saw  any  difficulty  in  meetiog* 
No  censure  ought  to  be  attached  to  the  American 
shipper,  for,  by  the  usage  of  trade  between  the 
United' States  and  Europe,  the  American  mer- 
chant is  entitledtodraw  for  two-thirds  tbeamouot 
of  his  cargo  on  transmitting  invoices  and  bills  ot 
lading  with  orders  fur  insurance.  Other  <^^^ 
I  have  existed  to  cause  the-oKsentdistxeas  in    "* 
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Toi^  and  elsewhere,  to  wk :  f be  senore,  detea- 
tioQ  and  Gonfiscttion  of  property  id  Denmark, 
Prussia,  aod  France,  of  ships  and  cargoes  to  the 
amoQttt  of  many  milliODs,  on  the  proceeds  of 
vfakh  cargoes  merchants  calculated  to  meet  their 
CDgagemeotsf  at  home,  and  to  meet  their  hills 
drawn  on  London.  For,  sir,  the  merchants  who 
make  large  shipmnits  to  the  Continent,  order  the 
greatest  proporlioti  of  their  proceeds  to  be  remit- 
ted from  tbeoce  to  London,  and,  on  the  eipeeta- 
tion  themif,  drav  bIMs  on  their  friends  there. 
Disappoiatment  has  been  the  eonseqaenceof  such 
seizores  aod  losses ;  protests  of  snch  bills  and  ruii> 
has  followed.  B«rt,  Mr,  President,  we  might  with 
as  maeh  propriety  attribnte  the  late  groat  failares 
in  England  and  on  the  Continent  to  the  expected 
non-renewal  of  the  bank  charter,  as  thos^-which 
hare  bappenedin  New  York,  or  the  presentdi^tress 
ofthemerehants  in  the  United  States.  The  returns 
of  the  bills  protested,  to  so  fonse  an  amoont,  of 
coarse  destroyed  the  merchant's  credit  at  bank; 
he  failed,  and,  by  bis  Iklt.  has  caused  the  ruin  of 
others.  When  a  great  nouse  fails,  it  is  like  a 
game  of  nine  pins  ;  knock  one  down  and  it  will 
probably  carry  with  it  four  or  five  others. 

When  the  honorable  gentleman,  who  waa  up 
yesterday,  made  an  ohser ration  on  the  remarks  of 
my  friend  frona  Tennessee,  (Mr.  ANDBasoN,)  he 
,  eertainly  was  doC  warranted  in  what  he  said.  He 
supposed  that  my  friend  from  Tennessee  gare  a 
rote  at  the  last  session  different  fVom  that  which 
he  should  give  now.  I  can  only  say  for  him  that 
he  (Mr.  Anderson)  then  said,  uniformly,  "make 
yoorbtU  as  good  as  you  can,  but  I  shall  vote 
against  it  oo  Constitutional  grounds."  He  idshed 
the  hill  perfect,  if  it  shotild  pass,  though  he  was 
fiillr  deiermiaed  to  vote  against  it. 

We  have  been  told,  Mr.  President,  in  iasrthe 
eharter  shoukl  not  he  renewed,  that  we  shall  find 
in  fotore  great  difficalty  in  obtaining  loans. .  What 
loaos,  I  ask.  have  (}overament  ever  received  from 
the  Bank  or  the  United  States  ?  I  recollect,  when 
I  first  entered  Congress,  that  Qoverament  were 
iadebted  for  loans  made  from  the  bank,  but  I  also 
recollect  that  the  bank  complained  of  the  loans 
as  an  inconvenience,  and  that  Congress  took  the 
earliest  meaaare  ia  their  poirer  to  pay  them  off, 
aod  have,  since  that  period,  made  no  new  loan 
from  the  bank  itAiil  that  made  jmyable  the  first 
of  January  last.  I  will  not  inquire  whether  even 
that  loan  was  necessary,  hot  I  will  venture  to 

Coaiise,sir,  and  will  give  any  security  that  may 
'•  te^uired,  that  the  State  banks  will  ^t  a  sim- 
ilar accommodation,  to  wit :  If  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  will  deposhe  with  the  State'  banks 
two  milltcms  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the 
public  money,  (the  amount  of  the  late  loan,)  they 
will  lead  Qovjsrnmenc  to  the  same  amount,  and 
thos  do  as  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has 
doae,  Und  yov  your  oiro  money,  snd  very  kindly 
reeeive  from  you  an  interest  of  sii  percent  there- 
for. We  are  told  that  the  bank  has  lately  leasen- 
ed  the  diseodats  of  individuals  ten  per  cent.,  and 
that  the  merchants  are  thereby  greatly  distressed. 
Is  that  a  fact?  If  it  is,  and  great  distress  has 
enraed  therefrom^  what  will  be  the  distress  of  the 


merchants  if  the  bill  now  before  you  shall  pass; 
and  if,  agreeably  to  its  provisions,  Congress  should 
(at  any  time  hereafter]  call  on  the  mink  for  the 
loan  of  four  millions  promised  by  the  bill  ?  if, 
sir,  a  lessening  of  their  discounts  one-tenth  per 
cent,  creates  distress,  what  will  be  the  conscr 
quence,  when,  bv  a  loan  of  four  millions,  called 
for  from^  the  bana,  the  bank  shall  be  compelled  to 
lessen  the  discounts  four-tenths? 

But,  sir,  the  promise  to  lend  four  millions  from 
a  bank  often  millions  is  idle;  it  is  worsey  itisde* 
ception  on  the  face  of  it«  The  loan,  if  made, 
would  not  be  from  the  bank  but  from  the  mer^- 
chants,  whose  discounts  would  thereby  be  lessen- 
ed^nd  whose  ruin  would  follow. 

We  are  told  that,  if  the  charter  of  this  bank  he 
not  renewed,  and  tne  funds  of  the  United  States 
be  deposited  in  the  State  banks,  it  will  be  extreme- 
ly unsafe,  because,  it  is  said,  we  can  have  no  con- 
trol over  them.  And,  I  wish  to  know,  sir,  what 
control  we  have  over  the  Bank  of.  the  United 
States?  None^  but  the  same  as  we  may  have 
over  the  Smte  banks.  We  cannot  check  the 
operations  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Skates,  and 
it  they  obtain  this  charter,  they  will  know  that 
they  can  have  their  charter  renewed  whenever 
the]^  please  ;  so  that,  the  fear  of  a  non-renewal  of 
their  charter  will  have  no  operation  on  them  in 
i\iture.  You  will  have  a  much  greater  control 
over  the  State  banks,  because  you  are  under  no 
obligation  to  put  money  in  them,  and  you  can 
change  them  whenever  you  think  proper;  the 
danger  of  losing  the  public  deposites  will  always 
be  a  suflScieot  control  over  their  conduct.  The 
security  of  the  State  babks  is  doubled,  however ; 
and  we  are  told,  very  gravely,  indeed,  that  there 
is  much  more  security  in  the  mother  bank,  and 
her  nine  children,  than  in  ten  independent  banks. 
This  I  tpu^t  deny.  I  should;  as  amerchant,  place 
inore  confidence  in  ten  independent  houses  than 
in  one  with  nine  branches. 

At  this  point,  Mr.  SMiTB—betng  unwell — gave 
way  for  an  adjournment. 


Monday,  February  18. 

Mr.  LsiB  presented  the  memorial  of  Ralph  B^- 
dows,  stating  that  he  has  a  oonsiderable  quantity 
of  merchandise  imported  in  the  ship  €teorgje 
Washingtoa,  whereof  Luderic  Krumbhaar  is 
owner,  and  which  4s  now  utider  detention,  as 
having  arrived  subsequent  to  the  revival  of  the 
non-intercourse  law,  and  praying  relief,  for  rea* 
SOBS  stated  at  large  in  the  memorial;  which  was 
read,  aad  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  7th  of  December,  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  concerns  the  relations  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  France  and  Great  Britain,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion^  by  Mr.  AiinERaoif,  the  bill  ibr  the 
relief  of  Datid  rorter,  a  commander  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  Smtes,  was  recommitted  to  a  select 
committee,  further  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on ;  and  Messrs^  Andbrsok,  Franklin,  and 
Qaaoo,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
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The  Senate  resamed  the  cooside ration  of  their 
amendmeatSy  disagreed  to  hf  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  the  bill;  entitled  *'An  act  pro- 
rioff  for  the  removal  of  the  land  office  established 
at  Nashville,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and 
Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio;  and  to  authorize 
the  Register  and  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  to 
superintend  the  public  sales  of  land  in  the  district 
east  of  Pearl  river.". 

Re$olvedy  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
aioend'ments,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  Frankliii,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authoriz- 
ing the  Secretary  of  State  to  cause  a  general  in- 
dex to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  be  mad<;, 
printed,  and  distributed,"  .reported  it  without 
amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Ricnard  Tervin,  William  Coleman,  Edwin 
Lewis,  Satmiel  Mims,  Joseph  Wilson,  and  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Salem  Meetioc-house,  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  the  third  reading. 

BANK  or  T&K  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  passed 
on  the  25th  day  of  February,  1791." 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of 
asking  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate,  but  on  the 
day  when  he  spoke  last  he  had  been  very  unwell. 
He  then  had  occasion  to  observe,  in  answer  to 
the  arguments  of  gentlemen,  on  the  course  of  pro- 
ceedings by  the  bank  on  its  first  establishment. 
It  has  been  observed,  said  he,  by  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Pope,)  ^  that 
'the  question  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
'  was  not  originally  a  party  question,  and  had  not 
^  excited  much  sensibility  at  the  time."  When 
first  this  question  came  before  Congress,  sir,  it 
excited  not  a  little  sensation.  The  doings  of  the 
convention  having  been  recent,  were  then  fresh 
in  the  minds  of  such  of  the  members  of  Congress 
at  bad  been  in  that  body.  To  them  it  was  well 
known  that  an  unsuccessful  attempt  had  been 
made  in  that  convention  to  give  the  power  of 
creating  charters.  The  subject,  it  is  well  known, 
was  very  fully  and  amply  ffiscussed  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  charter.  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  Georgia  has,  in  the  course  of  his  argument^ 
disclaimed  all  authority,  and  depends  (as  every 
gentleman  should)  on  a  fair  constniction  of  the 
instrument  itself.  Not  so  with  my  friend  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  PopeO  he  bottomed  himself  on 
authority,  and  called  in  to  his  aid  thi  great  name 
of  Wasrimoton.  He  told  us  also  pf  the  able 
support  that  measure  received  from  a  gentleman 
for  whose  virtues  and  talents  he  always  had  the 
highest  respect,  although  generally  difiering  from 
him  in  politics;  he  meant  General  Hamilton. 
He  also  called  in  to  his  aid  the. opinions  of  the 
present  Secretary  of  tha  Treasury.    These,  air, 


are  powerful  authorities.  <3eocral  Wasbinoto:!, 
it  is  true,  sij^ned  the  charter,  and  gave  it  the 
sanction  of  his  name  and  authority.  But  let  it 
be  recollected,  sir,  that  General  WASHiiroTOH 
demurred  on  the  bank  bill  till  the  last  hour  of  the 
ten  days,  and  that  he  signed  it  reluctantly  at  last. 
He  took  the  opinion  of  the  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Mr.  Hamilton,  on  the  subject ;  it  was 
an  able  one,  and  he  being  at  the  head  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  it  had  in  consequence  a 
powerful  eflfect  on  the  mind  vf  General  Wash- 
INOT09.  It  was  as  ably  resisted  in  point  of  argu- 
ment by  the  late  President  of  the  United  States; 
and  however  high  may  be  my  opinion  of  the 
talents  of  General  Hamilton,  1  must  ventare  to 
believe,  that  in  point  of  a  discriminating  mind, 
Mr.  Jefiersott  was  no  wise  his  inferior.  The 
charter,  also,  was  opposed  by  the  then  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  Sutes,  (Bdmund  Ran- 
dolph,) a  man  inferior  to  few  in  point  of  legal 
knowledge ;  and  but  for  the  impression  made  on 
General  WASHinoToii  by  General  Hamilton, 
(whose  beinff  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment added  great  weight  Co  his  opinion,)  he 
probably  never  would  hare  signed  it. '  In  the  dis- 
cussion of  that  question*  a  very  able  part  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Madison.  The  name  of  that  gen- 
tleman as  President  of  the  United  States  has  been 
made  use  of  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky ; 
I  am  not  certain  that  we  are  entirely  in  order 
when  we  undertake  to  bring  into  debate  the  name 
and  opinions  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  It  haviuff,  however,  been  done,  I  shonld 
presume  that  I  shall  not  be  out  of  order  in  pur- 
suing the  same  course.  The  arguments  of  that 
gentleman  on  that  occasion  add  another  wreath 
to  his  fame.  Neither  was  its  rejection  less  ably 
advocated  on  that  day  by  my  mend  from  Vir- 
ginia fMr.  GiLva.)  In  point  of  authority  I  pro- 
duce toese,  as  at  least  equal  to  those  brought  for- 
ward by  my  friend  from  Kentack]r*  We  are 
therefore  left,  as  we  ought,  to  exercise  our  own 
judgments  on  this  instrument  itself,  the  author- 
ities being  counterpoised. 

I  have  already,  air,  taken  a  short  view  of  the 
course  of  the  proceedings  by  the  bank  for  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenue*  Permit  me  to  pursue 
that  point.  Prior  to  the  establishment  of  any 
branch  bank  in  the  United  States,  the  collectors, 
as  I  have  already  stated,  did  collect  each  for  him- 
self; and,  after  the  money  bad  been  so  collected, 
they  paid  it  oyer  into  the  banks^  either  of  the 
States  or  the  United  States,  where  it  was  de- 
posited for  safe-keeping,  the  banks  beinj|  ac- 
countable to  the  Tieasury  for  the  amount.  There 
was  no  difBoulty  at  that  time  that  I  ever  heard 
of  in  conveying  the  public  money  whereyer  the 
exigencies  of  the  country  might  require.  After 
the  branch  banks  were  extended,  no  use  was 
made  of  then  bat  as  places  of  safe-keeping  for 
the  public  money.  They  had  no  instrumentality 
whatever  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue  prior 
to  the  year  1800,  simply  treasure  boxes  (if  you 
please)  in  which  the  public  money  was  depos- 
ited. This  was  the  course  of  business  for  nine 
or  ten  yeaiv  after  the  aharter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
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United  Stales  had  beea  created.  }lf>  use,  I  re- 
peat,  whatever  (for  nine  years  of  its  existence) 
was  ever  made  of  the  bank  or  its  branches  for 
the  collection  of  the  revenae ;  they  were  mere 
places  of  safe  deposfte.  If  they  were  necessary 
aod  all-essential,  why  were  they  not  necessary 
and  equally  essential  at  all  times  ?  Was  not  the 
rereoue  equally  as  well  collected  for  the  first 
nine  years  of  their  existence  as  it  has  been  since, 
and  with  as  little  loss  to  the  public  ?  In  onejbous- 
and  eigbt  bundred^a  hill  was  brought  in  and  passed. 
Ifniv  recollection  serves  me,  I  was  the  author  of 
it.  My  object,  whether  I  was  the  author  of  it  or 
not,  was  not  to  aid  the  collection  of  the  revenue^ 
Such  an  idea  never  entered  my  mind.  I  knew 
tbe  collection  of  the  revenue  was  then  well  made* 
What,  then,  induced  me  to  brioflr  in  or  advocate 
that  bill?  It  was  this:  the  collectors  gave  bond 
and  security  when  they  entered  the  office;  I 
feared  that  they  mi^ht  yid  those  gentlemen  who 
became  their  securities,  and  from  time  to  time 
lead  to  them  (for  their  private  uses)  the  public 
money.  It  appeared  to  me  that  it  was  to  the 
private  interest  of  the  collectors,  as  well  as  the 
pablic  interest,  to  deposite  the  bonds  taken  for  th« 
rerenae  in  the  great  towns  within  the  banks  of 
the  United  States.  Prior  to  1800,  the  collectors 
took  the  bonds  themselves  and  kept  them  in  their 
offices.  To  put  it  out  of  their  power  (if  ibey 
were  so  disposed)  to  lend  their  friends  the  public 
money.  I  was  induced  to  support  that  bill;  and  I 
baTe  no  doubt  that  it  did  save  the  public  money 
ID  some  instances  from  the  effects  of  the  failures 
in  1798.  The  bonds  in  the  six  great  towns  were. 
after  that,  as  the  law  of  1800  directed,  depositea 
in  the  bank  aad  its  branches,  and  collected  by  a 
short  notice  being  sent  from  the  bank  to  the  mer- 
chinL  to  wit :  that  his  bond  became  due  on  a  cer- 
tain day,  and  the  bonds  were  ever  after  paid  into 
those  banks.  The  banks  had  no  instrumentality 
whatever  in  obtaining  (except  in  that  way)  pay- 
ment of  those  bonds.  Compulsory  process  was 
not  found  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  but 
in  the  revenue  laws ;  if  the  debtor  did  not  pay 
the  bond  when  it  became  due,  he  lost  all  credit 
at  the  custom*house,  at^d  roust  thereafter  pay 
cash ;  he  is  put  .-under  the  ban.  This  is  a  lien  on 
his  poDctuality,  and  it  is  such  a  lien  as  secures 
to  Grovernment  the  punctual  payment  of  the  re- 
Tenue.  However  unable  the  merchant  may  be 
to  pay  the  debts  due  to  individuals,  every  exer- 
tion will  be  used  by  him  to  pay  the  debts  due  to 
the  United  States  for  his  bonds.  I  trust  that  from 
this  practical  exposition  of  the  operation  of  the 
lanks,  (and  as  far  as  my  information  goes,  I  am 
bold  to  say  it  is  a  correct  one.)  that  no  gentleman 
will  doubt  that  State  banks  will  be  as  efficacious 
in  ihe  collection  of  the  revenue  as  those  of  the 
United  States  have  been. 

But  in  ihe  event  of  a  non- renewal,  we  are 
asked,  how  are  we  to  pay  the  Army  and  Navy, 
and  the  public  officers  ?  Precisely  in  the  manner 
we  have  always  paid  them,  through  the  instru* 
mentality  of  the  banks.  At  New  Orleans  (where 
A  greater  part  of  our  Army  now  is)  the  public 
money  will  be  deposited  in  the  bank  of  that  Ter- 


ritory, consisting  of  a  capital  of  $600,000*-a  bank 
as  well  aod  as  honorably  conducted  as  that  of 
the  United  States.  For  a  draft  of  the  Paymaster 
of  the  Army  of  the  United,  States  on  that  bank, 
the  deputy  paymasters  will  have  the  option  to 
take  either  paper  or  hard  dollars.  I  may  add, 
that  the  Territorial  bank  paper  is  as  well  received 
and  in  as  gopd  credit  as  the  paper  of  the  branch 
bank  at  New  Orleans.  How  is  your  Navy  gene- 
rally paid  oflT?  By  a  Treasury  warrant  on  tbe 
Bank,  of  Columbia,  (which  is  not  k  branch  bank,) 
and  which  is' paid  in  branch  or  other  paper  at  the 
option  of  the  holder.  Would  this  paper  by  such 
means  be  made  a  coin  of  the  United  States?  No, 
sir,  it  would  have  no  such  effect.  If,  however, 
the  purser  of  the  Navy  should  ask  specie  for  his 
Treasury  warrants,  the  Bank  of  Columbia  would 
give  it  to  him;  it  is  at  his  option  to  take  the  one 
or  the  other.  In  like  manner  your  public  officers 
will  be  paid. 

In  what  paper,  the  gentleman  asked,  will  vonr 
duties  he  collected  ?  In  that  kind  of  paper  which 
tbe  collectors  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
will  think  as  seeure  as  that  of  the  United  States. 
If  a  merchant  offers  to  pay  his  bond  with  paper 
not  approved  of  by  the  cashier  of  the  State  bank, 
(where  the  bonds  are  deposited,)  he  will  refuse 
to  receive  suoh  paper.  What  will  be  the  conse- 
quence? The  merchant  must  pay  approved  paper 
or  specie,  or  his  credit  will  be  lost  at  the  custom- 
hbuse;  the  consequence  I  have  already  stated. 
As  I  have  observed,  sir,  let  tbe  gentleman  look 
into  the  respective  States,  among  the  farmers, 
merchants,  and  planters,  of  the  interior,  and  see 
what  proportion  of  thepaper  in  circulation  is  that 
of  the  United  States — iventure  to  say  not  one  for 
ten  ;  and  it  arises  from  this  circumstance,  that  the 
agents  and  factors  of  the  farmers  and  planters  do 
business  principally  with  the  State  banks. 

But,  Mr.  president,  some  kind  of  inconvenience, 
it  is  thought,  will  result  from  the  dissolution  of 
the  bank,  because  its  paper  is  an  universal  medi- 
um. Sir,  there  will  be  an  understanding  between 
the  banks  of  the  different  States;  and  the  Secre« 
tary  of  the  Treasury  tells  you  that  arrangements 
are  nearly  complete^  to  attain  that  object;  tbe 
Secretary  does  not  complain  of  the  inconveni- 
ence that  some  gentlemen  appear  to  apprehend. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  more  accounts  the  Trea* 
sury  opens  with  the  State  banks  tbe  easier  will 
be  the  transmission  of  the  public  money.  What 
is  the  present  mode  of  making  remittances  by  in- 
dividuals from  New  York  to  Richmond  f  A 
merchant  in  New  York  wishes  to  purchase  five 
hundred  hogsheads  of  tobacco  in  Richmond.  If 
he  applies  to  the  branch  bank,  and  says  he  wishes 
to  make  a  remittance  for  the  purpose  of  purchas- 
ing tobacco  at  Richmond,  the  branch  bank  will 
not,  cannot  aid  him ;  but  if  he  applies  to  the  Man- 
hattanj  Farmers,  or  Mechanics'  Bank,  they  will 
take  his  money  and  give  him  a  check  on  Rich- 
mond to  enable  him  to  make  his  purchase.  Here 
then  is  a  convenience  not  afforded  by  the  United 
States'  Bank  and  its  branches.  In  the  same  way 
will  the  State  banks  act  in  relation  to  the  funds 
of  the  Gorerament.    The  Qovernmeni  wants 
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$100,000  at  New  Vork.  They  have  it  not  there, 
but  have  it  however  at  Richmond.  All  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  will  have  to  do,  will  be  to 
direct  the  cashier  of  the  VirgiDia  Bank  Jo  send 
$100,000  to  New  York.  It  is  done  every  day  for 
individaalsjand  no  inconvenience  is  experienced. 
Suppose  a  merchant  in  New  York  wants  to  buv 
a  cargo  in  Baltimore;  be  applies  to  the  branch 
bank  in  New  York,  takes  out  their  notes  and 
sends  them  to  Baltimore  to  boy  his  cargo;  he 
will  apply  to  the  branch  bank  of  Baltimore,  and 
say,  '^bereare  notes  of  the  branch  bank  of  New 
York,  give  me  money  for  them  ?"  No,  sir,  the 
cashier  will  not  receive  them,  the  branch  bank 
will  not  take  the  paper  even  of  the  mother  bank. 
They  may  do  it  to  oblige  particular  gentlemen, 
but  they  are  not  oblig^  to  do  it.  I  have  said 
that  the  paper  of  the  mother  bank  is  not  a  pay- 
ment to  the  branches;  nor  are  the  b^nk  notes  of 
the  branches  to  the  mother  bank.  Each  branch 
is  bound  only  to  receive  its  own  paper,  and  not 
that  either  of  the  bank  or  any  of  its  branches. 
For  instance,  lately  (as  I  am  informed)  the 
branch  bank  of  Baltimore  being  called  on  by  the 
mother  bank  for  specie,  applied  to  the  union 
Bank  for  specie,  (or  a  debt  due  by  that  bank  of 
$50,000.  Assigning  as  a  reason  that  they  were 
called  upon  for  specie  by  the. mother  bank.  The 
cashier  of  the  Union  Bank  said,  as  was  natural, 
we  have  notes  of  that  bank  to  tbei  amount  of  $100.- 
000,  we  will  pay  you  in  them ;  her  own  piper  will 
certainly  be  as  a  good  a  payment  to  her  as  specie. 
'No,  was  the  answer;  you  must  6:ive  the  specie ; 
and  the  specie  was  paid.  The  Union  Bank  was 
in  consequence  compelled  to  send  to  Philadel- 
phia at  Its  expense,  for  payment  of  the  notes 
which  it  held  of  that  very  bank.  A  similar  trans- 
action (I  have  been  told)  took  place  between  the 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  New  York  and  the  branch 
bank  of  that  city.  I  state  these  cases  to  show 
that  the  paper  of  the  mother  bank  is  not  a  uni- 
versal medium,  not  even  payment  to  her  own 
branches;  whereas,  in  the  understanding  which 
exists  from  Richmond  to  the  Bankt>f  Columbia, 
from  the  Bank  of  Columbia  to  the  bank  in  Balti- 
more, and  thence  to  New  York,  the  paper  of  each 
will  be  received  by  each,  and  when  too  great  a 
balance  exists  against  either^  its  paper  is  sent  to 
the  debtor  bank,  for  which  it  returns  specie.  I 
cannot  believe  tiiat  any  gentleman  can  seriously 
suppose  that  bank  paper  can  be  considered  as 
coin.  It  is  true  that  by  vour  law  all  the  paper  of 
the  mother  bank  and  its  branches,  is  receivable  in 
payment  for  duties ;  but  it  is  not  a  currency  in 
ail  cases,  because  it  is  not  a  tender  in  any,  except 
for  duties,  and  if  I  owe  a  note  at  the  branch  bank 
of  Baltimore,  and  offer  to  pay  mother  bank  paper, 
it  is  optional  with  the  branch  whether  it  will  re- 
ceive it  or  not.  ^  I  have  no  way  of  compelling 
them  to  receive  it,  because  no  paper  is  a  tender  to 
it,  but  that  of  its  own  bhinch,  except,  as  I  have 
said,  for  public  dues. 

I  nave  been  referred  by  my  honorable  friend 
from  Georgia  (Mr.  C.)  to  the  late  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  have  been  told  by 
my  friend  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Popb)  that  he  is 


willing  to  place  his  faith  on  the. great  talents  of 
the  head  of  the  Treasury.  I  am  not  going  to 
contest  the  talents  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea* 
sury.  Nor  have  I  the  smallest  oDjectton  to  hb 
letter  on  this  subject  as  respects  the  information 
it  has  given,  I  respect  it  as  that  of  one  of  t he  b igh 
officers  of  our  Qovernment,  and  hope  I  never 
shall  be  found  (from  any  fortuitous  circumstan- 
ces) to  doubt  its  due  authority.  I  shall  treat  it 
as  I  would  all  the  reports  from  the  heads  of  de- 
partments, with  respect;  but  I  will  not  be  bound 
by  the  report  or  pin  my  faith  (as  my  friend  from 
Kentacky,  Mr.  P.  proposes  to  do)  on  the  sleeve 
of  any  man  breathing.  I  did  not  object  to  this 
letter,  but  I  had  an  objection  to  bringing  in  by 
committees  a  support  of  this  kind,  whicb  is  to 
have  the  preponderating  force  of  a  report  of  the 
head  of  a  department,  to  the  aid  of  gentlemen  oa 
that  side  of  the  question.  I  did  slate,  and  now 
repeat  it,  that  in  1793  and  1794,  so  powerful  an 
instrument  did  such  reports  become,  in  support 
of  improper  measores,*that  the  House  was  offend- 
ed, and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Hamilton)  was  compelled  to  confine  himself  ever 
after  to  the  handing  in  reports  stating  facts,  with- 
out being  allowed  to  give  opinions  and  to  use  ar- 
guments*^! n  support  of  them.  An  intimation  was 
given,  by  a  resolution  of  the  House,  and  we  had 
afterwards  no  arguments  sent  to  us  by  the  Trea- 
sury. We  received  facts,  statements,  and  docu- 
ments, and  were  permitted  to  form  our  own  opin- 
ions. A  oourse  nowever  has  been  latterlv  taken 
in  our  proceedings  whicb  fully  justifies  tne  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Georgia  in  the  course 
that  he  has  pursued  as  chairman,  and  will  also 
justify  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the 
greater  part  of  his  letter.  I  am  not  to  be  under- 
stood as  having  (on  a  former  occasion j  cast  cen- 
sure on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  writing 
the  letter;  it  became  his  duty  to  answer  the  in- 
quiries of  the  chairman  of -the  committee ;  he  did 
so.  But  the  letter  is  now  before  us,  and  having 
been  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, I  will  take  it  up  in  its  parts,  and  in  doing 
so  I  have  no  disposition  to  inflict  the  least  wound 
on  the  feelini^  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary. 
He  begins  with  saying.  *'  Having  already  in  a 
'  report  to  the  Senate  of  March  20, 1809,  expressed 

*  my  opinion  in  favor  of  a  renewal  of  the  charter 

*  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  an  opinion 
'  which  remains  unchanged,  I  can  only  add  a  few 
'  explanatory  remarks  in  answer  to  the  inquiries  of 

*  the  committee,  as  stated  in  your  letter  of  yester- 
'  day."  Here  then,  sir,  he  bottoms  himself  and 
his  opinions  on  the  report  of  1809,  for  a  national 
bank — ^a  bank  truly  national,  not  of  the  limited 
capital  of  the  United  States'  Bank,  which  is 
scarcely  enough  for  the  poeket  expense  of  the 
merchants  in  a  single  city — not  a  ten  million 
bank,  which  was  adeonate  to  all  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  intended  twenty  years  ago ;  but  not 
now,  when  we  have  grown  up  to  a  state  of  compari- 
tive  grandeur.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
wants  a  bank,  I  presume,  something  similar  to  that 
which  was  proposed  at  the  last  session ;  to  whicb, 
if  I  recollect  right,  my  friend  from  Kentueky  was 
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opposed.  If  the  ]et|er  of  the  Secretary  be  Uie 
aothority  on  which  my  friend  wishes  to  bottom 
himself,  he  ou^hc  to  take  the  whole  of  it.  The 
Secretary  does  oot  mean  by  that  paragraph  to 
advocate  a  simple  renewal  of  the  charter,  bot  a 
national  bank,  capable  of  extending  its  ramifica- 
tions into  erery  Slate,  and  placing  branches  in 
erery  State  and  town  where  large  collections  of 
poblie  money  are  made.  That  bein^  the  riew 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  wish  we  had 
known  how  at  the  last  session  to  oare  drawn  out 
his  aid  in  saf^rt  of  his  own  measure.  Again,  the 
Secretary  says,  ^  The  banking  system  is  now 

*  firmly  established,  and  in  its  ramifications  extends 

*  to  every  part  of  the  United  States.  Under  that 
'  system  the  assistance  of  banks  appears  to  me  ne* 
'  cessaryforthe  punctual  collection  of  the  revenue, 
'  and  for  the  safe  keeping  and  transmission  of 
public  moneys.^  Here  the  Secretary  says,  the 
innkiDg  system  has  extended  its  inmifications  in 
every  part  of  the  United  Statesf.  True,  sit,  but 
it  is  not  the  banking  system  ofthe  United  States; 
that  system  only  affects  a  few  cities.  What  then 
are  the  ramifications  he  alludes  to?  The  State 
banks,  through  whose  instrumentality  collections 
have  beeen  made  with  as  much  honor,  puoctu- 
aiity,  and  correctness,  as  by  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates, and  with  more  facility  to  the  Govern- 
ment, because  tliose  banks  will  receive  the  paper 
of  other  banks  in  payment ;  whereas  the  branch 
banks  will  not. 

*'Tbat  the  punctuality  of  payment  is  princi- 
'  pally  dae  to  banks  is  a  fact  generally  acknowl- 
'  edged."  That  is,  sir,  that  the  banking  system 
has  inirodneed  punctuality  between  man  and 
man,wbieh  has  created  a  regularity  in  all  pecu- 
niarv  transactions.  The  Secretary,  however,  cer- 
tainly cannot  mean  to  attribute  that  punctuality 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  but  to  the  gen- 
eral system  of  banking.  The  sentence  is,  how- 
ever, ambiguous. 

"  Its  punctuality  is  to  a  certain  degree  enforced 
'by  the  refusal  of  credit  at  the  custom-house,  so 
'  long  as  a  former  rerenue  bond,  actually  due,  re- 
'  raains  unpaid."  Here,  sir,  I  disagree  with  the 
Seeretarv.  Punctuality  in  payment  is  not  in  a 
certain  degree  enforced  by  a  refusal  of  credit  at 
the  CQstom-house,  but  by  thai  alone.  The  refusal 
of  credit  at  the  custom-house  is  alone  the  real 
enforcing  cause.  It  was  not  therefore  wbe  or 
correct  in  the  Secretary  to  insinuate  that  it  was 
only  in  a  certain  degree.  The  loss  of  credit  at 
the  custom-house  will  always  compel  the  mer- 
chants to  pay  their  bonds  to  the  United  States, 
however  they  may  deal  with  individuals. 
^  The  Secretary  then  goes  on  to  state  that,  "  he 
^  thinks  nevertheless  that  in  order  to  insure  that 
,  precision  in  the  collection,  on  which  depends  a 
j  corresponding  discharge  of  the  public  engaffc- 
^  ments,  it  would,  if  no  use  was  made  of  banks, 

be  found  necessary  to  abolish  altogether  the 

credit  now  given  on  the  payment  of  duties."  If 
^  Qse  was  made  of  banks,  credit  he  thinks  should 
betbolished  at  the  custom-house ;  and  gentlemen 
vbo  read  this  cursorily  will  be  apt  to  apply  the 
Kmark  to  the  Bank^f  the  United  States.  Not 
lull  Con.  3d  S£ss.~9    . 


so  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  5  the  sentence 
is  ambiguous,  but  he  must  mean  that  if  there 
were  no  banks  of  any  kind,  punctuality  between 
man  and  man  would  not  be  so  assured,  and  the 
merchants  would  not  be  so  competent  to  meet 
their  engagements,  as  they  would  if  aided  by 
banks. 

•< State  banks  may  be  need/'  (says  this  report:) 
"  and  mutt,  in  case  of  a  non-renewal  of  the  cfairtory 
be  used  by  the  Treasury.  Preparatory  airaagements 
haro  already  been  made  to  that  effect ;  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  ordinary  business  will  be  tnaeacted 
through  their  medium,  with  less  convenience,  and  in 
some  respects  with  perhaps  leas  safety  than  at  preaenl, 
but  without  any  insoperable  difliculty ;  nor  will  the 
United  States  have  any  other  control  over  the  manner 
in  which  the  business  of  the  banks  may  be  conducted 
than  what  may  result  from  the  power  of  withdrawing 
the  public  depositee.'' 

What  inconvenience  can  there  be  ?>  None  that 
I  can  imagine,  nor  will  there  be  anjr.  The  safety 
will  be  the  sfime,  for  let  me  agUin  repeat,  that 
the  Treasury  has  no  more  control  over  the  JBank 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  law  as  it  now 
exists,  then  it  will  have  over  the  State  banks. 
What  control  (it  may  be  asked)  will  the  Trea- 
sury have  over  the  State  banks?  A  powerful 
one,  in  my  opinion.  If  it  do  not  appear  that  they 
are  conducting  your  and  their  affairs  safely,  the 
Secretary  will  take  the  public  deposites  from  such 
and  place  them  in  others:  you  can  thus  operate- 
powerfully  on  the  interests  of  those  with  whook 
the  public  deposites  are  made.  Have  you  more 
control  now  over  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  7 
No,  sit,  not  ab  much,  for  the  law  compels  the  Sec- 
retary to  deposite  the  public  bonds  with  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  and  its  branches,  and  he  haa 
no  power  to  withhold  them. 

1  am  bold  to  say,  sir,  that  the  State  banks  are 
conducted  with  as  much  priidence  and  as  much 
security  in  the  large  towns  as  that  ofthe  United 
States.  In  Virgli^ia,  as  I  have  already  stated, 
there  is  a  trifling  branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  of  $300,000  dollars  capital.  That 
branch  is  in  a  corner  of  the  State,  with  which  the 
people  of  Virginia  have  very  little  intercourse. 
Their  great  intercourse  is  with  the  banks  of  Rich- 
mood  and  Fredericksburg.  What  is  the  state  of 
the  specie  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  1  It  is  supe- 
rior to  that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  I 
believe  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia  is  one 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars ;  it  has  near  two 
millions  of  dollars  in  its  vaults  at  present — it  gen- 
erally divides  eight  per  cent.— the  last  dividend 
was  ten.  Here  then  is  a  dividend  greater  than 
that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  and  the 
Bank  of  Virginia  has  none  of  that  check  from  the 
United  States'  Bank  which  is  deemed  by  my  * 
friend  from  Qeorffia  so  necessary  to  the  regularity 
of  State  banks.  [Mr.  Crawford  explained,  "  that 
those  who  gave  testimony  against  themselves  cer- 
tainly might  be  believed ;  and  the  State  banks 
had  themselves  stated  that  they  were  kept  in  a 
salutary  check  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States."] 
Mr.  S.  continued.  I  am  happy  to  learn,  sir, 
whence  the  gentleman  drew  his  conclusion  that 
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the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  necessary  to 
keep  the  State  banks  in  check.  I  do  not  know 
what  species  of  directors  they  can  be  who  tell  us 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should 
have  the  United  States'  Bank  to  check  them  and 
keep  them  from  injarin|r  themselves.  It  is  the 
old  doctrine  of  Mr.  Morris  revived  in  a  new  form, 
that  the  people  are  their  own  worst  enemies. 
Can  it  be  believed  that  the  directors  of  any  bank 
would  state  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  necessary  to  check  them  ?  If  it  be  so  in 
Philadelphia,  it  is  certainly  not  so  in  Richmond, 
where  they  hare  not  this  check.  So  far  from  the 
branch  in  Virginia  keeping  the  State  banks  in 
check,  the  Bank  of  Virginia  always  keeps  the 
brancn  at  Norfolk  in  check.  The  Secretary  does 
not  give  his  positive  opinion  on  the  competency 
of  State  banl^  to  the  transmission  of  revenue,  dbc. 
but  says,  ^  it  may  be  added,  that  even  for  ordinary 
'  business  of  receiving  and  transmitting  public 
^  moneys,  the  use  of  a  State  bank  may  be  forbid- 
*  den  by  the  State,  and  that  loans  to  the  United 
'  States  are  by  many  of  the  charters  forbidden, 
'  without  a  special  permission  from  the  State." 
If  there  be  any  such  charters,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  need  not  make  use  of  the  banks  which 
have  them ;  he  may  find  enough  of  banks  that 
can  give  ample  security.  As  for  the  ordinary 
and  extraordinary  business  of  the  Treasury  witn 
the  banks.  I  have  already  shown  that  tor  the 
ordinary  business  the  State  banks  can  do  it  as 
effectually  and  with  as  much  security  as  has  here- 
tofore been-  afforded  by  the  branches.  The  Sec- 
retary then  goes  on,  sir,  to  give  his  opinion  in 
direct  contradiction  to  the  bill  before  you,  and 
shows  that  whatever  reliance  gentlemen  may 
have  placed  on  his  authority,  they  have  not  re- 
ported a  bill  in  conformity  to  it — 

"  It  does  not  seem  nscessaiy  to  advert  (o  the  partic- 
ular objections  made  against  the  present  charter,  as 
those  may  easily  be  obmted  by  proper  alterations. 
What  has  been  called  a  National  Bank,  or,  in  other 
words,  a  new  Bank  of  the  United  States,  instead  of 
the  existing  one,  may  be  obtained  by  such  alterations. 
The  capital  may  be  extended  and  more  eqnalfy  dis- 
triboted ;  new  stockholders  may  be  substituted  to  the 
foreigners,  as  had  been  suggested  in  the  report  of  Sd 
March,  1809 ;  and  any  other  modifications,  which  may 
be  thought  expedient,  may  be  introduced,  without  in- 
terrupting the  operations  of  the  institution  now  in 
Ibrce,  and  without  disturbing  all  the  commercial  con- 
cerns of  the  country." 

This  project,  sir,  was  tried  at  the  last  session. 
We  unfortunately  did  not  get  the  aid  of  my  friend 
from  Kentucky.  It  was  then  agreed  to  merge 
the  whole  capiul  of  the  Bank  of  the  tf  nited  Sutes 
in  a  National  Bank^  but  rejected  by  the  bank 
agent-ra  bank  of  thirty  millions,  which  would 
have  been  found  capable  to  extend  its  ramifica- 
tions wherever  banks  might  be  wanted.  The 
Secretary's  letter  speaks  of  the  plan  of  the  Na- 
tional Bank  and  not  of  the  one  contained  in  the 
bill  presented  to  us.  The  Secretary  continues, 
"  without  dwelling  on  the  inconveniences  of  re- 
paying at  this  time  to  Europe  a  capital  of  seven 
milliona,''  d(c.    The  Secretary,  Mr.  President,  is 


considered  by  his  friends  a  very  great  man  in  fis- 
cal operations — in  commercial  matters,  I  may  be 
permitted  to  hav^  opinions  of  my  own,  and  to 
differ  from  him  (without  offence  to  my  friend  from 
Georgia)  on  a  question  simply  and  exclusively 
commercial.    Now,  sir,  where  is  the  difliculty  of 
sending  these  seven  millions  (owned  by  foreign- 
ers) to  Europe  ? .  There  is  no  more  difi&culty,  1 
answer,  than  for  the  merchant  who  owes  seven 
thousand  dollars  in  England  to  remit  it.    This 
seven  millions  will  not  be  taken  out  in  silver  or 
gold  to  send  to  England,  as  is  feared  by  ^entlemeo. 
No,  sir,  men  do  not  carry  i>olilical  enmities  to  the 
extent  to  injure  their  own  interesta.    The  foreign 
stockholders  will  not  remit  specie,  because,  if 
they  do,  it  will  cost  them  from  five  to  seven  per 
cent.    If  they  do  not  remit  in  specie,  how  will 
their  funds  be  conveyed  to  England?     By  the 
most  plain  and  simple  mode  that  can  be.    The 
agents  of  the  British  stockholders  will  do  one  of 
two  things;  they  will  vest  the  funds  in  the  State 
banks,  or  funds  of  the  United  States ;  or  direct 
their  agents  to  remit  the  amount  in  bills  of  ex- 
change— and  how  will  that  be  done  ?    By  boyiog 
bills  of  exchange,  which,  for  every  ninety  pounds 
paid  here,  wilfyield  them  one  hundred  pounds 
in  England,  because  bills  of  exchange  are  ten  per 
cent,  below  par,  and  there  is  no  chance  of  their 
rising.    As  they  can  make  this  fain  by  bills,  docs 
any  man  conceive  that  they  will  not  thus  remit 
their  monev,  if  remitted  at  all  ?    Well,  sir,  gen- 
tlemen will  perhaps  aeain  ask — can  ^we  spare 
this  money  from  the  United  Slates,  and  will  it 
not  injure  the  young  industrious  mechanics  and 
ruin  the  agricultural  interest?    Those  are  idle 
fears;  an  exchange  of  property  will  take  place. 
The  American  merchants  have  at  this  time  more 
than  double  the  amount  (of  theseven  millions)  now 
in,  or  which  soon  will  be  in,  the  hands  of  the  Eng- 
lish merchants,  which  they  will  be  glad  to  trans- 
fer by  bills  to  the  British  stockholder  for  his  funds 
in  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
thus  the  English  stockholder  will  receive  the 
amount  of  his  stock  without  one  dollar  of  specie 
being  sent  out  of  our  country,  and  the  funds  of 
our  merchants  now  in  England  will  thus  replace 
the  funds  of  the  English  stockholders. 

Here  follows  an  apprehension  of  the  SecreUry 
founded  on  false  premises.  He  says :  ^  And 
'  without  adverting  to  other  possible  dangers  of  a 
'more  general  nature,  it  appears  sufficient    to 

*  state,  that  the  same  body  of  men  who  owe  fout- 

*  teen  millions  of  dolUrs  to  the  bank,  owe  also 

*  ten  or  twelve  to  the  United  States,  on  wbich 
'  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  for  this  vear  alto- 
<  ffether  depend ;  aod  that,  exclusively  or  absolute 

*  failures,  it  is  improbable  that  both  debts  can  be 

*  punctually  paid  at  the  same  time."  Permit  me 
here  to  observe,  that  I  differ  with  the  Secretary 
00  the  question  of  fact.  I  cannot  believe  that 
the  ten  or  twelve  millions  due  by  the  merchants 
for  duties  to  the  United  States  are  due  by  the 
same  individuals  who  are  indebted  to  the  Bankol 
the  United  States,  the  fourteen  millions  stated  by 
the  SecreUry;  because  I  know  that  the  great 
body  of  the  merchanu  who  owe  for  duties,  do 
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their  bosiness  with  the  State  Iwnks,  aad  of  coarse 
eaaoot  be  those  who  are  stated  as  debtors  to  the 
Bank  of  the  Upited  States.    Some  of  my  friends, 
for  whose  opinloDs  and  persons  I  have  an  unbound- 
ed respect,  are  still  apprehensive  that  great  distress 
will  result  for  want  of  the  usual  discounts  to  the 
merchants  of  the  United  States  in  case  of  a  non- 
renewal of  the  bank  charter.    The  fear  is  an  idle 
one ;  it  will  be  precisely  the  old  story  of  the  green 
ass.    It  will  be  remembered  nine  days,^and  not 
mach  longer.    The  course  of  proceedings  will  be 
this :    The  Secretary  tells  you  that  arrangements 
have  already  been  made  to  transfer  the  money 
from  the  Baak  of  the  United  States  to  the  State 
baok5.    I  believe  they  are  in  full  operation.    He 
will  take  three  millions  of  dollars  f  the  public 
money  now  deposited)  from  out  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  put  it  into  the  State 
banks.    Add  thereto  above  four  millions  of  de- 
positee, the  property  of  the  merchants,  which  will 
also  be  Uken  out  of  the  Bank  ot  the  United  Sutes 
aDd  put  into  the  State  banks.    That  is^  seven 
millions  of  dollars  will  be  immediately  drawn 
from  the  Bank  of  the  Uniied  States  and  placet! 
in  the  State  banks.    Upon  this  money  the  State 
banks  will  feel  themselves  justified  in  ffoin^  into 
larger  discounts,  and,  upon  such  funds,  will  be 
able  to  take  up  all  good  paper  thrown  out  by  the 
Uoiied  States'  Bank  in  consequence  of  the  non- 
renewal of  its  charter.    Were  I  a  negotiator  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Staites,  and  had  I  great 
discoonts  in  that  bank,  and  were  the  moneys 
transfened,  as  I  have  suggested,  I  should  have  no 
apprehension^  and  should  put  my  paper  m  the 
State  banks,  into  which  the  deposites  are  reim>v- 
ed,  with  a  lull  confidence  that  it  would  be  dis- 
counted.   This,  then,  is  an  idle  phantom,  raised 
to  deceive  gentlemen  who  are  not  particularly 
acquainted  with  the  business.    What  is  the  rea- 
son, sir,  that  none  of  those  fears,  those  horrible 
terrors  (presented  to  our  imagination)  are  felt  in 
Baltimore?    The  merchants  there,  generally. are 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  feel  none  of  tuose 
fears.    And  yet,  sir,  we  are  told  of  the  great  dis- 
tress, and  almost  led  to  believe  that  universal  ruin 
will  ensue.    The  distress  will  not  be  felt  sixty 
days  after  the  3d  of  MarcB.    If  felt  by  any,  it  will 
be  by  those  who  can  now  pay  five  shillings  in  the 
pound,  and  who,  if  :they  go  on  three  months 
longer,  wtold  not  pay  sixpence.    We  are  told 
that  this  bank  has  been  honorably,  correctly,  im- 
partially, and  fairly  conducted.    The  honorable 
gentleman  who  made  this  declaration  assured  us 
that  he  was  not  versed  in  the  subject  of  banking ; 
and  this  was  at  once  giving  a  most  convincing 
reason  against  his  opinion,  lie  receives  the  opin- 
ions of  the  gentlemen  who  are  most  friendly  to 
the  institution,  probably  from  gentlemen  that 
never  felt  a  partiality  for  any  other.    Let  the 
gentleman  apply  to  merchants  on  the  other  side 
of  the  question,  and  he  will  receive  very  different 
information  indeed.    In  Boston,  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  told  us  that  the 
bank  has  for  its  President  a  gentleman  of  high, 
tadents,  areat  integrity,  and  respectability^  and  he 
Aid  not  depict  bim  too  highly.    I  know  him  well. 


and  am  boimd  to  believe  the  informati6n  the  gen- 
tleman has  given  as  to  the  well-managing  of  the 
branch  bank  there.  By  the  well-management  of 
a  moneyed  institution,  we  understand  an  atten- 
tion to  the  advantage  of  the  stockholders.  In  that 
point  of  view,  no  doubt,  the  bank  has  been  well 
managed.  I  have  a  letter,  which  goes  to  prove,  to 
my  satisfaction,  that  the  branch  at  New  York  has 
not  been  manned  with  all  that  impartiality  and 
correctness  which  has  been  stated  by  the  deputies 
from  Philadelphia.  I  will  read  an  extract  there- 
from ;  the  writer  is  a  gentleman  whom  I  highly 
respect,  of  mild  manners,  good  sense,  and  great 
respectability.  He  says :  ^^  I  can  speak  from  ex- 
'  perience  to  this  fact,  impartiality.  I  have  em- 
'  ployed  a  capital  of  between  two  and  three  hun« 
'  dre^  thousand  dollars  in  trade  here  (New  York) 
^  for  several  years,  and  from  being  considerably 
'  engaged  in  navigation,  my  bonds  for  duties  to  the 

*  United  States  have  amounted  to  many  thou- 
'  sands  a  year ;  yet  I  can  aver  that  the  branch 
'  bank  has  never  aided  me  in  the  payment  by  dis- 
^  counts,  or  otherwise,  while  the  ManhatUin  cank 

*  has  freely  discounted  the  paper  which  the  branch 
'  rejected,  merely  by  reason  of  the  contaminatioa 
'  of  passins  througn  Republican  hands."  I  know 
nothing,  Idr.  President,  out  from  such  informa- 
tion, as  to  the  partiality  or  impartiality  of  the 
bank  at  New  York,  except  from  common  fame, 
who  is  sometimes  said  to  boa  common  liar ;  still 
some  confidence  is  due  to  general  report.  la 
Philadelphia,  it  is  said  that  the  bank  has  beea 
impartially  and  honorably  conducted  ;  and  I  will 
not  doubt  the  gen tlie man's  words.  I  do  not  know 
what  it  has  done  lately,  but,  some  years  ago,  I 
heard  such  a  detail  of  its  conduct  as  was  no  proof 
of  the  allea;ation.  In  Norfolk,  I  will  venture  to 
sav,  that  the  conduct  of  the  bank  never  was  con- 
sidered impartial ;  and  I  had  a  letter  last  year 
from  a  hignly  respectable  merchant  in  that  placei 
which,  it  now  in  my  possession,  would  have 
proved  the  contrary.  In  Baltimore,  sir,  we  have 
heard  it  said  in  another  place,  that  the  bank  dis- 
counted as  much  for  Republicans  as  for  Federal- 
ists. I  cannot  contradict  this ;  I  cannot,  because 
I  have  not  seen  their  books ;  but  I  believe  there 
is  not  one  Republican  in  Baltimore  who  will 
give  his  assent  to  that  information.  If  it  were 
the  case,  I  could  not  well  have  failed  to  know  it. 
We  ought  not,  sir,  to  place  entire  reliance  on  the 
information  of  interested  men.  We  were  told, 
but  a  few  days  ago,  and  the  information  was  de- 
rived, I  believe,  from  the  same  identical  letter  as 
the  stated  information,  **  that  the  Union  Bank  of 
Maryland  was  the  first  bank  which  refused  to  re- 
ceive foreign  gold."  I  have  inquired  into  that 
fact,  sir,  and  find  that  the  Union  Bank  never  re- 
fused it,  except  in  one  instance,  until  the  House 
of  Representatives  rejected  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate on  the  subject  of  foreign  coin.  I  have  a  letter 
from  the  cashier  of  that  bank  in  my  hand.  He 
writes :  "  that  the  first  information  1  bad  respect- 
^  ing  foreign  gold  was  from  the  cashier  of  the 

*  Bank  of  Baltimore,  (Mr.  Cox,)  who  handed  me 

<  the  proceedings  of  the  banks  in  Philadelphia  on 

<  that  subject.    It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say 
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'  wbieh  was  the  first  bank  that  reAised  to  take  It ; 
'  and  can  on]y  state,  for  ourselves,  that  we  eontin- 
'  aed  to  receive  and  pay  it,  at  its  usual  value, 
'  (with  one  or  two  exceptionsO  the  amount  not 
'exceeding  $200  or  $300  difference,  until  the 
'  House  of  Representatives  refused  to  agree  to 
'  your  resolution  on  that  subject  in  the  Senate. 
*  On  the  30th  of  October  last,  we  received* from  the 
'  Bank  of  Maryland,  $10,000,  without  deduction, 
'  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  certificate."  I 
state  this  fact,  sir,  at  this  time,  only  to  show  bow 
cautious  gentlemen  ongrbt  to  be  m  placing  reli* 
ance  on  information  of  this  kind.  It  is  impossi- 
ble for  me,  living  as  I  do  in  Baltimore,  to  believe 
chat  the  Republicans  have  experienced  impartial 
oonduct  from  that  bank. 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  that  the  high  improve- 
ment in  the  agricultural  State  of  Pennsylvania  Is 
to  be  attributed,  in  a  greaf  measure,  to  banks, 
particularly  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uniteo  States. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  Pope)  called  upon  us  to 
remark  the  difference  in  the  improvement  of  cul- 
tivation between  that  State  and  others,  and  to  see 
what  the  State  owed  to  the  institution  of  banks. 
I  have  no  doubt,  sir,  that  the  institution  of  banks 
has  contributed  as  well  to  the  prosperity  of  agri- 
culture as  of  commerce ;  but  tnis  effect  has  been 
much  mol'e  produced  by  the  State  banks  than  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Has  Connecti- 
cut any  branch  of  the  United' States?  None; 
and  yet  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
when  he  travelled  through  that  country,  coula 
not  have  failed  to  see  as  high  a  state  of  cultiva- 
tion there  as  in  Pennsylvania.  Now.  sir,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  State  of  Maryland,  which  has 
the  enviable  advantage  of  a  branch  bank  of  the 
United  States,  in  addition  to  her  immense  capital 
in  State  banks,  has  not  as  yet  progressed  to  that 
high  state  of  cultivation  witnessed  in  Pennsylva- 
nia. This,  more  probably,  proceeds  from  the  tern-' 
per,  habits,  and  climate,  or  her  population,  than 
from  the  cause  assigned  by  Mr.  P. 

We  are  told,  Mr.  President,  there  is  a  prodigi- 
ous scarcity  of  money  in  the  great  cities.  Money, 
Mr.  President,  likeevery  other  commodity,  will  go 
where  it  finds  its  best  market ;  and  if.  in  the  State 
of  Virginia,  there  be  a  better  market  than  in 
Philadelphia,  there  will  it  go,  and  there  it  has 
gone.  In  Virginia  they  have  what  will  command 
money,  wheat  and  tobacco ;  and  the  merchants 
from  the  great  cities  were  obliged  to  go  there  for 
those  products,  where  they  could  buy  cheaper 
than  they  could  at  home,  what  was  the  conse- 
quence 7  Money  went  where  it  found  the  best 
market,  and  that  was  in  Virginia  ;  the  fact  is 
proved  from  the  quantity  of  specie  in  their  bank. 
There  is  no  scarcity  of  money  in  South  Carolina, 
where  merchants  were  obliged  to  carry  their 
money  for  the  article  of  cotton.  A  scarcity  of 
money  results  from  a  scarcity  of  means  of  acquir- 
ing it.  From  the  larg^e  cities  we  have  exported 
all,  or  a  great  proportion  of  our  means,  and  we 
caonotffet  back  the  money  for  want  of  the  usual 
aale  of  bills  oLexchaoge ;  and  thence  results  the 
great  scarcity  of  money  in  those  cities.  It  is  in 
vain  to  tell  me,  as  I  have  heard  in  the  course  of  I 


the  discQssioo,  that  United  States  paper  is  tbe 
only  universal  medium.  In  the  interior  we  find 
the  paper  of  the  State  banks,  and  of  the  State 
banks  alooe,  in  circulation. 

In  the  animadversions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  in  order  to  enforce  his  argtiment 
and  to  show  the  danger  which  will  result  to 
State  banks,  he  brought  forward  an  exatnple 
very  strong  in  point,  viz:  that  an  agent  of  oneof 
those  banks  sent  here  for  the  purpose  of  obtainio^ 
those  deposites  had  decamped  irom  this  citr  on 
hearing  of  the  failure  of  a^  great  broker,  which 
endangered  the  bank,  of  which  he  was  a  director, 
to  such  a  degree  as  to  depreciate  the  value  of  its 
stock  twenty  per  cent.  [Mr.  Lloyd  said  he  bad 
stated  it  as  a  rumor,  for  the  authenticity  of  which 
he  would  not  voucnj  I  was  going  to  saf  (ob- 
served Mr.  S.)  that  from  the  high  opinion  I  en- 
tertained of  the  delicacy  of  that  honorable  gen- 
tleman on  every  sobjeot  touching  the  credit  of  a 
bank,  I  was  convinced  that,  unless  he  had  proofs 
as  strong  as  those  of  Holy  Writ,  he  would  oot 
vouch  in  such  a  case ;  that  he  would  be  cautious 
in  giving  such  a  thing  as  truth,  unless  bekoewit 
of  his  own  knowledge.  As  to  the  statement 
which  be  made,  there  must  have  been  some  mis- 
take. One  week  before  the  gentleman  in  ques- 
tion left  this  city,  he  gave  notice  that  he  should 
go  away  on  Thursday.  He  did  go  on  tbatdaf. 
and  had  previously  applied  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  a  share  of  the  deposites  of  the 
€k)vemment,  and  produced  a  report  from  his 
bank  to  show  the  substantial  character  of  the  Me- 
chanics' Bank.  The  account  of  the  failure  of  the 
broker,  Mr.  Judah,  did  not  arrive  until  two  days 
after  the  gentleman  alluded  to  had  left  this  city. 
He  could  not,  therefore,  have  returned  to  NeF 
York  on  that  account.  'What  Is  really  the  fact! 
The  Mechanics'  Bank  of  New  York  stands  on  as 
substantial  a  foundation  as  any  bank  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  has,  in  proportion  to  its  stock, 
more  specie  in  its  vaults  than  any  bank  I  know, 
except  that  of  Virginia.  Mr.  Judah  did  fail;  bat 
the  stock  of  the  bank  did  not  experience  a  more 
unusual  fall  than  that  of  other  banks.  The  great 
failures  at  that  time  staggered  every  man  for  his 
own  safety.  The  banks  looked  around  witbcaa- 
tion.  The  value  of  the  stock  in  every  bank  ex- 
perienced  a  depression.  At  that  moment  the 
Mechanics'  Bank  paid  its  dividend  %f  4|  per 
cent.,  and  the  stock  which  was  worth  20  percent 
above  par  did  go  down  to  15^  per  cent.  What 
was  the  loss,  at  any  rate,  sustained  by  this  great 
broker  ?  The  Mechanics'  Bank,  I  understand, 
will  not  lose  two  thousand  dollars  by  all  the  fail- 
ures ;  by  Mr.  Judah  not  a  dollar.  On  the  contra- 
ry, they  have  money  to  pay  him.  I  mention  this 
fact  to  show  that  we  should  be  extremely  catz- 
tious  indeed  in  placing  reliance  on  fieicts  of  this 
kind,  from  sources  over  which  we  have  no  con- 
trol. 

We  are  called  upon,  sir,  to  believe  that  the 
borrowers  at  New  Orleans  are  less  safe  than  else* 
where.  I  had  thought  they  were  more  safe,  be- 
cause they  have  more  valuable  produce  to  export; 
btecaose  they  have  more  specie  among  them  than 
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ID  toy  olber  part  of  the  Union  ;  and  because  the 
people  of  the  whole  Western  country  send  their 
products  there  for  sale,  and  do  not  press  the  mer- 
chants too  much  in  return.  One  reason  has  been 
assigned  (by  Mr.  Lloyo)  why  we  should  renew 
this  charter,  that,  in  this  city,  loans  have  been 
made  to  the  amount  of  $400,000,  which  are  ez- 
pecded  in  canals,  bouses,  bridges,  and  improve- 
ments ;  and  we  must  renew  the  charter  to  enable 
those  people  to  go  on.  That  reasoning,  sir,. has 
no  influence  with  me.  There  has  been  one  pro- 
digious mistake  in  all  this  business.  It  is  tasen 
for  granted  that  the  merchants  canJDOt  pay  their 
notes  at  bank,  unless  they  obtain  new  discounts. 
This  would  be  to  j^ay  that  they  were  carrving  on 
trade  without  any  other  than  bank  capital.  The 
loans  in  Baltimore  on  made  paper  are  a  mere 
drop  in  the  bucket  compared  with  the  extensive 
trade  of  that  city.  A  great  proportion  of  the 
notes  which  the  bank  reports  as  payable  are  on 
bona  fide  sales.  The  borrower  does  not  depend 
on  aoy  loans  from  banks  to  meet  them,  but  draws 

00  bis  own  means  to  pay  such  notes.  But  there 
are  in  all  banlfa  what  is  called  negotiable  paper. 
We  borrow  from  the  bank  a  stipulated  sum,  and 
understand  that,  unless  the  bank  is  hard  pressed, 
it  will  con  tin  tie  the  renewal  of  notes  to  take  up 
that  stipulated  sum.  A  note  is  signed  bf  A,  and 
endorsed  by  B,  for  which  no  property  is  paid  i  it 
is  a  mere  note  of  accommodation.  That  note, 
when  it  comes  due,  is  not  expected  to  be  paid, 
unless  by  a  renewal  with  the  same  endorser,  or, 
if  the  endorser  becomes  bad,  a  good  one.  Thus,  a 
director  of  the  bank  will  have  discounts  to  the 
amonnt  of  $27,000  renewable  at  bank.  He  can- 
sot  get  more  unless  on  real  paper.  Our  baoka do 
not  dare  to  discount  beyond  their  means,  because 
they  are  obliged  to  pay  cash  for  every  legal  de- 
mand. The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  told 
OS  that  two  or  three  importing  States  may  be 
benefited  by  the  dissolution  of  the  bank.  I  will 
not  answer  the  argument ;  it  is  such  a  one  as  can 

fo  oolv  to  disunite,  to  create  envy  and  jealousy, 
would  not  resort  to  that  kind  of  argument,  and 

1  will  not  permit  myself  to  answer  iu 

We  are  called  upon,  io  a  manner  extremely 
impressive  indeed,  by  the  gentleman  from  Maa- 
sachusetts,  to  hearken  to  the  information  received 
from  the  committee  of  mechanics  and  merchants 
now  here  from  Philadelphia.  I  am  weU  inform- 
ed, sir,  that  both  those  committees  were  com- 
pel of  very  respectable  men,  some  of  them  Re- 
publicans; and  it  is  said  that  they  complained  of 
a  Tery  great  scarcity  of  money,  and  that  trade 
was  not  brisk.  1  will  ask  them,  sir,  if  they  ever 
knew  trade  brisk  in  January  or  February?  It  is 
precisely  the  same  at  Baltimore  as  at  Philadel- 
pbia ;  when  the  rivers  are  frozen,  we  wind  up 
our  books  and  do  not  expect  to  do  business. 

One  of  those  gentlemen  stated  that  he  always 
found  a  convenience  in  having  his  notes  dis- 
counted in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  if 
he  could  not  get  it  there,  he  applied  to  a  friend 
who  discounted  notes  that  had  a  longer  time 
than  two  months  to  run.  It  is  a  possible  case 
that  these  persons  may  huve  been  Very  much. 


employed  in  building  bouses  for  oae  of  the  direct- 
ors of  that  bank.  It  may  have  been  the  case 
that  that  director  accommodated  him  by  dia- 
countioj?  his  paper  at  a  longer  time  than  sixty 
days.  This  kind  of  employment  between  man 
and  man  has  a  wonderful  inflaence  on  the  mind 
of  man;  and  he  who  receives  a  benefit  is  willing 
to  return  it  in  some  way  or  other.  Mr^  Qrice 
appears  to  be  a  very  worthy  mechanic  ;  but  I  am 
sorry  that  he  should  be  obliged  to  say  that  those 
who  contracted  with  him  were  afraid  that  they 
could  not  comply  with  the  contract  on  account 
of  the  difficulty  occasioned  by  the  non-renewal 
of  the  charter;  and  yet  he  told  us  that  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  still  discounted  its  usual 
quantity  of  paper.  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  the 
merchants  of  Philadelphia,  great  and  respectable 
merchants  as  they  are,  make  contracts  tor  ships 
and  tell  the  shipbuilder  that  they  are  obliged  ta 
depend  on  discounts  for  payment  for  the  ships. 
I  did  not  expect. this  was  the  ease  there;  and 
will  venture  to  say  it  is  not  the  case  in  manjr 
other  places. 

One  of  those  gentlemen  tells  us  he  had  to  pay 
one  and  a  half  per  pent,  per  month  for  money. 
Sir,  he  got  the  mouey  very  cheap.  When  one 
gets  into  the  hands  ol  the  shavers^  or  what  the 
gentleman  calls  only  discounters^  if  he  gets  out 
for  H  per  cent,  per  month,  he  is  not  coarsely 
shaved.  It  is  not  an  uncommon  price.  Money 
is  worth  what  it  will  sell  for,  ana  in  Philadel- 
phia, shaving  and  discounting  is  considered  aa 
honest  and  UlIt  as  any  other  commercial  trana* 
action;  that  ia,  to  pay  and  receive  more  thaa 
legal  interest.  It  is  not  there  considered  as  dis- 
honorable or  improperi  whatever  it  may  be  in 
Baltimore 

It  is  the  belief  of  this  committee  of  merchants 
that  in  consequence  of  the  non-renewal  of  the 
charter,  flour  fell  to  $7|  iu  Philadelphia.  Now 
this,  sir,  is  one  of  those  good  strokes,  those  excel- 
lent things,  that  the  friends  of  the  bank  use  to 
deceive  and  influence  the  agricultural  interest 
with.  It  is,  therefore,  brought  home  to  the  farm- 
ers in  Congress.  I  state  this,  to  show  how  cau- 
tious gentlemen  ought  to  be  in  suffering  theic 
minds  to  be  impressed  with  these  statements. 
The  fact  in  this  case  is  not  as  stated.  The  mo- 
ment at  which  flour  fell  was  on  the  receipt  of  au 
account  from  Liverpool  of  its  having  fallen  to  . 
56s.  per  barrel ;  ana  that  there  was  no  demand 
for  consumption.  What  was  the  consequence  1 
Fifty-six  shillings  a  barrel  will  not  allow  more 
than  $7i  to  be  given  here ;  so  the  price  of  flour 
fell.  These  gentlemen  alsor informed  our  minds 
further;  that  a  demand  from  a  British  house  for 
Lisbon  was  not  executed  by  a  house  in  Pbilfl^- 
delphia  from  the  want  of  funds.  This  may  be 
true;  but  a  great  portion  of  that  very  order  has 
been  actually  executed  at  Baltimore,  at  ten  dol- 
lars per  barrel,  payable  in  bills  of  exchange  at  a 
fair  discount  often  per  cent.  The  ramifications 
of  commerce  are  such  that  no  one  who  is  not 
daily  conversant  with  them  can  know  them. 
There  was  no  occasion  for  a  fall  of  flour,  because 
the  ports  of  C&diz  and  Lisbon  were  still  open ; 
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l)nt  there  was  a  momentary  appreheDsioD  that 
Massena  had  got  into  Lisbon,  and  commercial 
men  were  for  a  moment  afraid  to  let  their  pro- 
perty ffo  to  that  market.  This  la6ted.bat  two  or 
three  days;  it  lasted  just  as  long  as  the  terror  of 
the  non-renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Slates  will  lasu  The  gentlemen  who 
were  sent  on  here  happened  to  come  at  a  favor- 
able moment  to  scare  us  with  the  depression  of 
flour.  Bat  before  the  question  is  taken  we  learn 
its  rapid  rise  again  to  the  former  prices. 

Our  minds  have  been  alarmed  by  a  representa- 
tion of  the  immense  influence  which  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  will  have  oyer  the  banks  to 
whom  deposites  are  given.  I  should  have  no  ob- 
jection whatever  as  to  myself,  that  the  collector 
of  every  port  should  be  ex  officio  a  director  of 
the  bank  in  which  deposites  are  made;  and  as  to 
the  argument  that  such  a  power  would  enable  a 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  if  be  were  a  bad  man, 
to  injure  individuals,  it  is  not  worthy  considera- 
tion* No  Secretary  would  dare  to  take  such  a 
course ;  the  thing  would  be  proclaimed  here  in 
such  a  voice  as  would  make  the  offender  decamp 
with  precipitation  from  his  ofiiee. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Orr,  one  of  the  mechanics,  I 
had  like  to  have  forgotten.  He  says,  all  'confi- 
dence between  man  and  man  is  destroyed.  My 
letters,  sir,  say  that  all  confidence  is  not  destroy- 
ed, but  in  those  whose  rashness  has  been  the 
cause  of  their  forfeiting  all  title  to  it.  In  order 
to  strengthen  Mr.  Orr's  argument,  we  are  told 
that  the  price  of  hemp  is  fallen.  That  is  true; 
but  what  does  the  fact  prove  ?  Not  that  the  ap- 
proaching dissolution  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  has  caused  it;  the  reason  is,  that  the  arriv- 
als from  Russia  are  more  numerous  than  ever 
before  recollected.  Every  vessel  that  comes  from 
Russia  brings  hemj).  Again^  our  good  friends  to 
the  westward  and  in  Virginia  have  commenced 
the  culture  of  hemp,  aod  carried  its  production  to 
mn  extent  nearly  equal  to  our  consumption.  Add 
to  that  cause,  that  the  demand  is  mueh  lessened 
by  the  destruction  of  our  shipping.  We  build 
few  ships  now.  We  ought  not  to  rel^r  on  these 
facts;  tney  result  not  from  the  dissolution  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  but  from  the  course 
of  trade. 

I  have  before  taken  occasion  to  remark  that 
certain  mechanics  were  here,  respectable  men, 
who  would  have  come  forward  if  I  had  wished 
them ;  they  would  have  told  yxm  that  they  did 
not  rely  on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ac  all, 
but  on  the  State  Banks,  for  accommodation.  I 
stated  that  one  of  those  gentlemen  thought  the 
renewal  of  the  charter  would  have  an  unfortu- 
nate efiect  on  the  politics  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land. The  party  to  which  they  belonged  had 
twenty  years  ago  declared  thecharter  of  theUnited 
States'  Bank  to  be  unconstitutional;  they  were 
in  earnest  when  they  declared  so.  From  these 
circumstances,  a  renewal  of  the  charter  at  this 
time  would  go  to  convince  the  people  that  the 
struggle  of  parties  was  nothing  but  a  business  of 
ins  and  outs,  and  not  depending  on  principle. 
For  myself,  sir,  the  question  never  came  beiore 


me  on  a  Coostitmional  argument  before ;  and  I 
do  confess,  as  my  friend  from  Kentucky  sayi, 
that  I  was  not  very  squeamish  on  the  su^ect. 
But  the  able  arguments  of  my  friends  from  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee,  and  Virginia,  have  made  a 
very  serious  impression  on  me  indeed,  and  have 
almost  brought  me'jo  think  that  if  there  were 
no  other  objection  I  should  vote  against  the  bill 
on  the  Constitutional  question  alone.  But  my 
mind  has  received  a  wonderful  impression  indeed 
from  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  last  up 
(Mr.  Pope.)  He  carried  his  doctrine  of  construe- 
tion  so  far  that  it  appeared  to  me  that  he  regard- 
ed no  other  part  of  the  Constitution  as  biodiD^ 
but  the  preamble.  In  support  of  his  doctrine  be 
brought  forward  the  example  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  which  State  has  no  written  consti- 
tution. It  appeared  to  me,  sir,  that  the  genll^ 
man's  arguments,  if  valid,  reduced  us  preciselj 
to  the  situation  of  Great  Britain,  to  Iook  for  oar 
Constitution  in  laws,  precedents,  and  parliamen- 
tary construction,  to  have  no  written  go ide.  Mj 
miiul  became  alarmed ;  and  hereafter  I  shall  be 
very  much  afraid  to  give  my  consent  to  tboie 
kind  of  constructions  about  which  I  have  not 
heretofore  been  very  squeamish. 

I  have  taken  up  the  time  of  the  Senate  to  an 
extent  at  least  equal  to  anything  I  had  intended, 
and  bevond  that  which  many  gentlemen  no  doubi 
think  1  ought  to  have  occupied.  I  have  not 
wished  to  prolong  my  discussion  to  an  unreason- 
able length,  and  shall,  therefore,  leave  untoacbed 
some  points  I  had  intended  to  have  noticed.  I 
am  unwilling  to  trespass  on  the  patience  of  tbe 
Senate ;  because  I  am  well  aware  that  unless  ibis 
bill  passed  speedily,  it  cannot  pass  at  all.  Aware 
of  that,  I  was  willing  for  one,  and  so  were  all  tbe 
gentlemen  with  whom  I  act,  to  take  a  silent  rote 
on  the  principle,  so  as  to  have  given  full  time  to 
gentlemen  who  brought  forward  the  bill,  to  hare 
goqe  through  with  its  provisions.  But  anoibei 
course,  that  of  discussion,  has  been  thought  pro- 
per to  be  pursued,  and  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to 
express  my  sentiments. 

Mr.  S.  concluded  with  hoping  that  he  had  not 
said  anything  to  wound  the  feelings  of  gentlemen 
in  oppc^ition  to  him,  for  whom  he  had  mat  re- 
spect. If  anything'  he  had  said  had  hurt  tbe 
feelings  of  any  one,  he  hoped  to  be  believed 
when  he  assured  them  that  such  was  not  his  in- 
tention. 

Mr.  Pope. — Mr.  President,  instead  of  intc^ 
rupting  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  I  pre- 
ferred to  correct  him  after  be  had  finished  bis 
speech.  I  have  examined  the  Journal,  and  can- 
not find  that  any  question  about  extending  a 
branch  to  Kentucky  was  made;  but  I  have  a 
very  perfect  recollection  of  my  views  and  im- 
pressions in  relation  to  the  bill.  That  bill  pro- 
vided that  six  millions  of  the  capital  should  be 
divided  among  the  States,  to  be  subscribed  and 
paid  by  the  Scates  within  a  given  period.  I  was 
aware  that  the  rich  moneyed  States  on  the  sea- 
board would  subscribe,  but  did  not  believe  tbe 
new  States  would  tax  the  people  to  raise  tbe 
money.    In  order,  therefore,  to  difiiue  the  in- 
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teres!  sod  infliienee  concentrated  in^his  moneyed 
iostitotion,  and  thereby  preserve  to  each  State,  if 
the  bill  passed,  her  due  weight  in  the  Federal 
Uoton,  I  proposed  an  amendment  to  this  effect: 
that  the  capital  should  be  limited  to  twenty  mil- 
lioos— that  is,  ten  millions  in  addition  tp  the 

E resent  stock — four  of  which,  as  provided  in  the 
iU,  to  be  subscribed  by  the  United  States,  and 
six  millions  to  be  divided  among  the  States,  and 
paid  out  of  the  national  Treasury.  If  my  plan 
had  been  adopted,  and  a  branch  extended  to  Ken* 
focky,  the  dividends  made  on  the  capital  em- 
ployed there  would  have  gone  into  the  treasurv 
of  the  Slate.  It  has  been  a  favorite  policy  wira 
me  to  produce  a  unity  or  consolidation  of  interest 
in  this  nation.  With  that  view,  I  have  advocated 
the  eocouragement  of  manufactures,  and  the  ap- 
propriation of  a  portion  of  our  fui^ds  for  the  im- 
prorement  of  the  interior  by  roads  and  canals. 
UpoD  the  same  principle,  if  the  bank  bill  nad 
heeD  permitted  to  assume  the  shape  I  proposed  to 
gire  it,  I  should  not  have  been  hostile  to  its  pas- 
sage. A  consolidation  of  interest  is  necessary, 
perhaps  indispensable,  to  give  strength  and  per- 
maoency  to  this  confederated  Republic,  and  free 
it  from  the  dangers, and  evils  consequent  upon  a 
consolidation  of  power.  I  have  several  times  ex* 
pressed  mj  opinion  on  this  floor  in  relation  to  a 
consolidation  of  power.  We  ought  to  guard 
against  it.  Under  this  impression,  I  have  been 
opposed  to  extending  the  coercive  agency^  of  this 
Gorernmeot  upon  the  peofjle  of  the  interior. 
Upon  the  same  principle,  I  have  approved  the 
repeal  of  the  internal  taxes,  not  so  much  on  ac* 
count  of  the  sums  demanded  from  the  people;  but 
because  1  think  it  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
have  such  a  system,  requiring  so  much  Federal 
agency,  well  managed  by  one  Government  o^rer 
this  immense  country. 

Mr.  Bbeht  said  he  had  not  the  ranity  to  be- 
lieve, after  the  subject  had  been  so  fully  discussed, 
that  he  should  be  able  to  shed  any  new  light  on 
it ;  hot  having  been  instructed,  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor  to  represent, 
to  vote  on  Constitutional  principles  against  the 
bill  under  consideration,  and  as  he  was  reduced  to 
the  painful  necessity  of  ffoing  counter  to  those 
instruetioos,  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  indispensably 
necessary  that  he  should  submit  to  the  Senate 
the  grounds  on  which  he  acted.  It  is  (said  he)  a 
most  painful  situation  in  which  I  stand  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  in  being  com- 
pelled to*  vote  in  opposition  to  tneir  will,  more 
especially  as  it  is  a  prevalent  opinion  with  many 
whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  great  respect,  that 
instrociions  are  obligatory  on  a  Senator.  This 
question  is  one  which  has  never  been  settled,  or 
even  fully  deliberated  on.  Instructions,  when 
heretofore  given  to  Senators,  have  generally  been 
in  accordance  with  the  sentiments  of  the  Sena- 
tors, and  only  given  to  vAd  the  greater  weight  to 
their  opinions.  If  called  upon  definitely  to  pro- 
nooQce  with  regard  to  instructions  on  questions 
of  expediency,  imight  be  under  some  diffioultv 
>s  to  what  course  to  pursue;  because,  althougn 
here  is  no  clause  in  the  ConstiloUon  to  XMi 


effect,  I  am  under  a^  strong  impression  that,  ac* 
cording  to  the  principles  of  our  Qovernment|. 
there  is  much  reason  to  believe  that  the  respec* 
tive  State  Legislatures  should  have  such  a  right;, 
but  on  a  Constitutional  question  (whatever  may 
be  the  right  of  the  State  Le^slatures  in  other 
instances)  the  right  of  instruction  may  be  denied, 
in  my  judgment — that  is,  so  far  as  to  be  impera- 
tive on  the  Senator.  To  give  a  vote  in  such  a 
manner  as  in  bis  estimation  to  inflict  a  vital 
wound  on  the  Constitution,  is  more  than  the  Le- 
gislature of  Virginia,  or  any  other  State  Legisla- 
ture in  the  Union,  can  compel  me  or  any  other 
Senator  of  the  United  States  to  do.  The  resolu- 
tion of  Virginia  is  bottomed,  not  op  the  ground 
of  inexpediency,  but  on  the  principle  that  the 
Constitution  prohibited  Congress  frpm  granting 
the  bank  charter  in  the  first  instance ;  that  it  now 
prohibited  it,  and  therefore,  because  it  was.  uncon* 
stitutronal,  the  Legislature  have  instructed  their 
Senators  in  Congress  to  oppose  \t.  Now,  sir, 
although  I  shall  not  immediately  and  directly 
violate  the  Constrtution.  by  voting  against  the 
bank,  yet,  if  I  vote  against  it  when  I  believe  it 
Constitutional  and  necessary,  it  must  be  known 
that  I  vote  in  conformity  to  the  instructions  of 
the  Virginia  Legislature ;  and  so  far  as  my  rote 
goes,  it  will  warrant  and  sanction. that  interpre- 
tation of  the  Constitution  which  the  Legislature 
of  Virginia  has  given — which  interpretation,  in 
conscience,  I  believe  to  be  erroneous.  Therefore, 
though  in  ordinary  cases  the  instruccions  of  a 
Legislature  may  be  imperative,  f  I  will  not  deter- 
mine that  question,)  I  conclude  tnat  they  cannot 
be  so  when  they  require'  of  a  Senator  to  commit 
either  a  positive  or  implied  breach  of  the  Consti- 
tution, or  to  vote  in  such  a  manner  as  to  warrant 
such  interpretation  of  the  Constitution  as  will 
deprive  it  of  an  essential  attribute.  Virginia  has 
the  physical  force,  but  has  she  a  moral  right  to 
violate  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States? 
If  she  has  it  not,  can  she  give  it  to  her  Legisla- 
ture? If  her  Leigislature  possess  it  not,  can  they 
give  it  to  a  Senator?  Can  the  Legislature  give 
me  a  moral  right  to  violate  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  I  have  sworn  to  sup- 
port? I  believe  not,  sir ;  and  that,  in  the  situa- 
tion in  which  I  stand,  their  instructions  ought  to 
have  no  operation  on  the  vote  I  am  to  give  on 
the  subject  under  consideration. 

To  illustrate  this  question  more  fully,  let  me 
inquire  if  a  State  Legislature  should  instroet  its 
Senators  to  vote  for  a  law  to  take  away  the  trial 
by  jury  in  a  criminal  prosecution,  would  a  Sen- 
ator, thus  instructed,  who  has  sworn  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  consider 
himself  conscientiously  authorized  to  vote  for 
such  an  unconstitutional  measure  ?  When  a  Sen- 
ator is  elected,  he  is  entitled  to  hold  his  seat  for 
six  years.  Suppose  that,  immediately  after  he  is 
elected,  the  State  from  which  he  is  sent  gets  into 
a  state  of  direct  opposition  to,  and  insurrection 
against,  the  General  (Government,  and  should 
continue  so  for  the  whole  six  years  for  which  the 
Senator  is  elected,  does  this  vacate  his  seat? 
Will  he  not  still  remain  in  the  Senate  of  the 
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United  States,  and,  if  he  does  his  doty,  rote  for 
ftli  measures  that  may  be  necessary  to  restrain 
the  unconstitutional  acts  and  insurrection  com* 
mitted  by  his  State?  Either  instructions  on 
Constitutional  questions  to  a  Senator  are  impera- 
tive, or  they  are  not.  We  admit  that  a  Senator 
j^tains  bis  seat  in  the  Senate,  even  while  his 
State  is  engaged  in  actual  insurrection  and  re* 
bellion,  and  consequently  in  the  continued  viola* 
tion  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
While  a  Senator  engages  in  the  deliberations  of 
this,  the  highest  Council  df  the  nation,  is  he  to 
obey  the  instructions  of  a  State  Legislature  who 
are  in  the  daily  violation  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  are  endeavoring  wholly  to 
destroy  it  by  open  and  declared  insurrection ;  and 
which  Legislature  will,  consequently,  instrtfCt 
their  Senators  to  pursue  such  a  course  as  will 
best  accomplish  the  object  ii  has  in  view  ?  In  this 
dilemma,  if  instructions  are  imperative,  which,  if 
obeyed,  violate  the  Constitmion.  a  Senator  will 
retain  nis  seat  in  the  Senate  of  tne  United  States 
for  the  express  purpose  of  nsiog  every  means  in 
his  power  to  destroy  that  Constitution'  wiiich  he 
has  sworn  to  support.  Can  it  be  imagined  that 
it  was  intended,  in  any  state  of  things,  that  a 
Senator  should  bold  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  for  the  sole  purpose  of  doin^  all  he 
could  to  overthrow  the  Constitution  ?  Smce  so 
absurd,  monstrous,  and  dangerous  a  principle 
would  result  from-  admitting  the  mandatory  in- 
fluence of  instructions,  when  they  touch  Consti-^ 
tntional  questions,  I  deem  it  my  duty  not  to  ^ve 
my  acquiescence  to,  or  by  my  example  aanetioo, 
a  doctrine  so  hostile  to  the  general  spirit,  and  so 
unfavorable  to  the  presei'vationi  of  tne  Constita* 
tion  of  the  United  States. 

Much  therefore  as  I  respect  the  sentiments  of 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  and  much  as  it  dis- 
tresses me  to  go  in  opposition  to  theni,  I  believe 
I  shall  do  so  on  the  present  occasion.  With  re- 
spect to  the  alarm  expressed  by  some  gentlemen, 
from  the  large  States  coming  forward  and  in- 
atructing  Congress,  I  am  satisfied  that  no  aoeh 
insidious  motives  are  justljr  attributable  to  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  which  1  have  the  honor 
to  represeijit;  I  am  satisfied  that  its  motives  were 
honorable,  pure,  and  patriotic,  and  this  measure 
is  a  testimony  of  the  consistency  of  character  of 
the  State.  When  the  charter  or  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  first  granted,  the  general  sen- 
timent of  Virginia  was,  that  this  law  was  contrary 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Under 
a  difiierent  state  of  things,  and  under  thd  domina- 
tion of  a  different  political  party  than  at  the  pres- 
ent time  rules  the  affairs  of  this  country,  she  pre- 
serves a  consistency  of  character.  Believing  the 
bank  to  be  unconstitutional  then,  she  now  enter- 
tains the  same  sentiment  as  when  in  the  minority, 
and,  with  an  honorable  consistency  of  character 
and  anxiety  to  preserve  the  Constitution  inviolate, 
she  had  sent  forward  instructions  to  her  Senators 
in  Congress.  Whilst  therefore  I  appreciate  the 
motive  which  gave  existence  to  these  insttuctiom^, 
and  highly  respect  the  source  whence  they  eome^ 
M&d  the  high  consideration  to  which  they  are  en- 


titled gefierally,  I  do  act  oo  tbe  present  oecttton 
consider  them  obligatory  as  to  the  vote  I  am  about 
to  give. 

in  considering  this  questioiiy  I  will  take  itiaa 
three-fold  view : 

1st,  Whether,  oa  the  first  promulgatien  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United,  States  a  right  didip- 
pertain  to  Congress  to  esaibfish  a  bank. 

2dly.  As  respects  the  Constitntioaal  questioo, 
whether,  on  an  adjudged  case  and  one  loDg  pne* 
tised  on,  it  has  the  same  weight  as  if  original? 

3d.  Whether,  admitting  that  at  first  the  bank 
was  improper,  becaose  not  necessary,  it  be  sot 
now  proper,  if  it  can  be  proved  almost  indupea- 
sably  necessary  ? , 

The  first  questioUj  whether  the  Ceneral  Got* 
ernment,  when  it  first  came  into  operatioo,  did 
not  possess  the  power  of  creating  a  Natiooal  Btok, 
is  the  primary  object  of  investigation.    In  objee- 
tion  to  this  it  has  been  said,  that  to  carry  iatoef' 
feet  an  enumerated  power  is  one  thing,  and  tbe 
right  to  incorporate  &  bank  is  a  distinct  power. 
Those  who  take' this  ^ronad  say  that  the  creatioD 
Of  a  National  Bank  is  an  original,  independent, 
and  substaattve  power.    It  is  not  sofficteot,  nf 
they,  to  show  that  it  Is  a  convenient  instraiDeDt 
to  carry  into  effect  an  enumerated  |)ower,  becaase 
It  is  aa  independent  authority  of  itself,  and  the 
genius  of  our  Gtovemmeat  prohibits  the  deriva- 
tion of  any  powers  by  implication  with  scnpn- 
lotts  liaiitauoo.    It  is  true,  sir,  that  our  Goreia- 
ment,  being  an  emanation  from  the  existing  Sute 
governments,  theratkmai  eoostroction  is,riiittll 
power  not  given  away  is  retained  to  them  or  to 
the  people.    If  that  eoastraetion  does  not  resolt, 
then  a  poaitive  amendmenL  which  has  been  made 
to  the  Constitution^  hns  in/used  this  principle  iato 
it.    1  therefore  admit  in  itr  fullest  latitude  the  cot* 
struction  that  all  powers  not  given  away  are  still 
retained ;  vet  I  still  contend  that  even  in  a  Got- 
ernment  lilce  ours,  there  are  some  resulting  pow- 
ers.   Or  by  what  right  do  we  create  a  miliary 
'school?    We  have  a  right  to  raise  armie»)  bat 
we  can  have  an  army  without  a  militarj  seboot- 
Yet  it  is  Constitutional  to  create  Hoeh  ao  iaslite' 
tion,  because  every  given  power  implies  rights 
inferior  appertaining  to  the  powerrgranted.    we 
lay  an  'embargo^is  there  any  clause  in  the  Cod- 
stittttion'autboriziog  us  to  lay  embargoesl  Na 
sir ;  we  have  a  ri^ht  to  regulate  trade,  and  ve 
have  a  right  to  lay  embai^oes  to  protect  it   We 
have  a  ri|ht  to  provide  for  arming  and  diseipliD- 
iog  the  militia.    Under  this  auihprity  we  build ir- 
mories.   Is  there  any  provision  in  the  CoostitotioQ 
directing,  it  ?    We  have  erected '  forges  and  erea 
purchased  ore  banks.    These  are  inferior  powers, 
necessarily  resulting  from  tbegreater  powers  grant- 
ed.   But  here  gentlemen  find  the  great  difficoitf' 
The  creation  of  a  corporation,  say  they,  is  an  act 
of  sovereignty ;  it  cannot  be  used  as  a  mean,  be 
cause  it  is  a  sovereign  act.    Why,  Mr.  President, 
every  law  passed  19  9110  ad  hoc  a  sovereign  act. 
A  law  incorporating   a  military  school  is  ^ 
much  an  act  of  sovereignty,  as  to  the  particalar 
subject  to  which  it  relates,  as  an  act  incorporating; 
a  bank.    We  create  a  military  school— for  vl»' 
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porpoie?  Beemin?  tke  sovereigQ  aolboritjr  haa 
power  to  esMiblfoh  an  array,  and  the  power  to  cre- 
ate a  military  sebool  is  inaeparably  eoBaected 
with  aad  necessarily  appertains  to  iu  We  estab* 
lisb  a  navy — we  a^' establish  a  mariae  corpe. 
There  is  nd  ekuse  in  tha  CoDstilutioo  giriog  that 
power,  but  we  take  it  a»  inseparable  from  the 
power  to  create  a  nary,  because  the  exercise  of 
the  greater  implies  e?ery  subordinate  power  ne- 
cessarily conneeted  with  it.  The  great  stum- 
bling block,  however,  is^  ^bat  ibis  is  one  of  th^w  in- 
dependent,origioal,  aad  fiubstaa  tive  no  wers,  which 
cannot  begi ren  by  impUcatioiu  Blackslone  tays, 
^muaicipal  law,  thus  understood,  is  properly  oe- 
'  fined  tobe  a  role  of  civil  conduct,  prescribed  by  the 
'  supreme  power  in  a  Stale,  commanding  what  is 
'  right  and  pobt  biting  what  is  wrong."  Agreeably 
tothis  definition,  every  law  passed  by  adelioerative 
body  is  an  not  of  soTereignty  as  to'  the  subject  to 
which  it  relates.  The  establishment  of  a  marine 
corps  is  as  much  in  ace  of  sc^ereignty  as  an  act 
io6orporatii}g  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  only  qaestton  is,  whether  it  be  necessarily 
incident  to  the  enumerlited  powers  given  (o  the 
General  OoTernment.  Those  who  criticise  most 
accurately  on  the  Consthutioo  and  .most  nnwiU* 
iagly  concede  resulting  powers,  will  admit  them 
toa  certaiaextent  even  in  our  Gk^rerament.  The 
eoly  question  is  tlie  immediate  and  necessary  eon- 
aexion  of  the  meant  oaed  with  the  object  iiitanded 
to  be  attained. 

In  inqoiring  then,  sir,  whether  or  not,  at  the 
first  promolgation  of  the  Censtitutiom,  when  it 
came  into  existence,  it  was.  intended  ifaat  Con- 
gress should  possess  the  power  of  incorporating 
the  Back  of  the  United  StatM,  let  us  inquire 
whether  there  was  any  possibility,  of  earryioff 
into  efleci  with  any  tolerable  convenience  and 
advantage  the  several  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, unless  this  power  exists.  It  is  said  that  you 
do  not  posseas  the  power,  because  it  is  attempted, 
to  be  derived  by  diflferent  gentlemen  from  so  many 
iifferent  parts  of  the  Constitniion.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  i  hare  never  before  understood  that  a 
capacity  to  derive  a  title  from  several  different 
MMirces  gives  you  less  title  than  if  derived  from 
oae  source  alone.  1  derive  the  power  from  the 
whole  context  of  the  Constitution,  although  gen- 
tlemen seem  to  think  that  the  title  is  invalidated 
in  proportioa  to  the  number  of  sectioha  in  the 
CoQsuttttion  from  whence  we  derJve.it.  In  order 
to  avoid  confftsion  of  argument  in  examining 
this  question,  I  will  derive  it  from  only  one  source 
it  present,  though  I  believe  others  equally  give 
it  by  a  necessary  construction.  At  the  time  the 
Constitution  came  into  existence,  I  believe  there 
vere  but  three  bankain  the  United  Sutes;  none 
soQih  of  Phtladelphia,  and  all  of  very  limited 
capital.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
gives  the  power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes.  Is  it 
poisible  to  imagine  any  t>yatem  so  convenient  for 
tbe  collection  of  this  revenue,  and  sending  it  to 
the  seat  of  Government,  aa  that  of  the  agency  of 
banks  1  I  am  not  inquiring  whether  the  State 
banks  can  doit;  but  Isav  that  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  must  have  nad  uoder  oonaidecatio& 


the  state  of  thingft  at  the  time  when  the  Conati« 
tution  came  into  existence.  At  that  time  there 
was  not  one  bank  south  of  Philadelphia,  and  the 
banks  which  existed  were  very  limited  in  their  cap- 
ital, and  their  paper  had  limited  circulation.  Con-* 
gress,  in  such  a  state  of  things,  then,  has  the  pow* 
er  of  levying  and  collecting  taxes  conferred  on 
it,  and  yet  Congress  has  not  the  power  to  create 
banks  to  aid  in  the  collection  of  its  taxes,  notwitb- 
standing  a  clause  to  ipake  all  laws  necessary  and 
proper  for  that  purpose  is  contained  in  the  Con- 
stitution. No  gentleman  will  say  that  the  agency 
of  banks  is  not  necessary  in  some  way  or  other 
in  collecting  the  revenue.  I  admit  without  them 
you  could  have  carried  on  our  fiscal  arrangements 
.  in  an  awkward  and  cumbrous  form,  but  was  that 
the  intention  of  the  Constitution?  When  the 
power io  collect  taxes  was  given,  it  was  intended 
to  give  all  the  means  necessary  to  carry  ibis  power 
into  execution*  It  was  not  to  execute  this  power 
in  a  cumbrous  form,  but  with  the  greatest  facility 
with  which  the  power  is  susceptible  of  being 
wielded.  Now,  is  it  possible  that  the  Constitution 
contemplated  that  the  revenue  should  be  collected 
and  transmitted  here,  subject  to  all  the  risks  and 
accidenta  and'  inQonvenience^  that  attend  the 
transportation  of  specie?  li  is  impossible.  But 
all  this  doubt  baa  arisen  from  its  being  a  separate 
and  independent  power,  although  it  is  no  more  of 
that  character  than  any  other  law  passed  to  ex- 
ecute the  enumerated  powers  of  Congress. 

In  a  wordy  Mr.  President,  it  is  admitted  by  all 
who  have  spoken, on  this  question,  whether  for 
or  against  the  bill  under  consideration,  that  the 
agency  of  a  bank  or  of  banks  affords  the  greatest 
facility  and  security  of  any  plan  that  can  be  de« 
vised  for  the  collection  of  ^  revenue,  and  for  its 
transmission  to  your  Treasury.  ' 

It  is  admitted  that  no  bank  or  banks  of  a  capi* 
tal  or  of  sufficient  circulating  paper  throughout 
the  United  States  adequate  to  this  object,  did  ex- 
ist when  the  Constitution  was  first  lormed,  pro* 
mulgated,  or  adopted..  It  is  admitted  that  to  levy 
and  collect  taxes  is  one  of  the  enumerated  pow<^ 
ers  of  Congress.  It  is  admitted  that  Congress 
has  all  power  necessary  aad  convenient  to  carry 
its  enumerated  powers  into  execution. 

It  is  admitted  there  is  no  express  clause  in  the 
Constitution  prohibiting  the  establishment  of  a 
National  Bank. 

If  these  principles  and  facts  are  admitted,  doee 
it  not  demonstrate,  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt, 
this  unquestionable  result,  to  wit :  that  as  Con* 
gress  is  to  levy  and  collect  revenue;  that  as  the 
agency  of  banks  affords  the  most  certain,  speedy, 
and  convenient  means  by  which  a  revenue  can 
be  collected  ;  that  as  neither,  at  the  period  when 
the  Constitution  was  made,  promulgated,  or 
adopted^  banks  of  sufficient  capital,  or  with  paper 
of  sufficient  circalatioii|  existed  for  the  collection 
of  the  revenue,  a^d  Ms  transmission  to  your 
Treaeury;  that  as  there  was  no  positive  clause 
prohibiting  a  National  Bank  in  the  Constitution ; 
that  as  Congress  was  to  have  all  power  neces- 
sary to  carry  its  enumerated  powers  into  execu- 
tion ;  that  aa  the  convention  who  framed^  and 
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the  people  who  adopted  the  Const itation,  most 
have'  had  in  view  our  then  existing  instito- 
tions,  and  the  then  general  state  of  soetetf,  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  convention  who  formed 
the  ConstitatioD,  and  the  people  who  adopted 
it,  to  give  to  Congress  the  power  of  estahlishing 
a  National  Bank.  If  at  the  time  of  adopting  the 
Constitution  it  was  necessary  and  proper  thwt 
Congress  should  possess  it,  for  the  exerciise  of 
any  of  its  enumerated  powers ;  if  the  foregoing 
result  is  undeniable,  and  I  think  it  is,  I  would 
interrogate,  if  Congress,  on  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  possessed  a  power  to  establish  a 
National  BanK.  what  has  since  deprived  that 
body  of  the  power  ?  I,  Mr.  President,  can  dis- 
cover nothing  which  has.  One  argument,  much 
confided  in  -py  gentlemen  who  have  opposed 
the  present  bill,  is,  not  that  banks  are  not  neces- 
sary to  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  but  that 
State  banks  will  answer.  In  return,  I  insist  that 
no  State  banks  did  exist  when  the  Constitution 
was  first  formed,  therefore  the  power  to  create  a 
National  Bank  is  necessarily  given  in  the  power 
to  levy  and  collect  taxes.  To  this  it  is  replied 
that  to  create  a  National  Bank  is  to  legislate  by 
implication;  it  is  a  separate,  substantive,  and 
independent  power;  to  levy  a  tax  is  one  thing, 
to  make  a  bank  another.  I  answer,  to  levy  a  tax 
is  one  thing,  to  create  an  officer  for  its  collection 
another,  oy  this  kind  of  ehop-loeie  we  may 
prove  anything  unconstitutional.  I  ask,  when 
you  levy  a  tax,  if  you  do  not  provide  officers  for 
collecting  it.  I  levy  a  tax  and  create  a  bank 
through  whose  instrumentaiitv  I  mean  to  collect 
it;  from  the  same  authority  by  which  I  appoint 
a  collector,  I  have  a  right  to  create  a  bank  through 
whose  instrumentality  I  mean  to  receive  and 
transmit  it.  There  is  no  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
tion saying  you  may  appoint  officers  for  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenue  specifically;  but  the  right 
to  appoint  officers  to  collect  revenue  is  derived 
from  the  power  of  levying  a  tax,  from  which 
also  may  be  derived  the  power  of  establishing  a 
bank,  if  it  be  the  best  mode  of  collecting  the 
revenue.  It  is  said  yon  may  collect  this  tax  by 
means  of  the  State  banks.  Very  well,  sir,  I  say 
you  may  collect  the  revenue  by  means  of  State 
officers,  and  upon  the  principle  that  yon  cannpt 
establish  a  bank  to  collect  the  revenue,  because 
the  State  banks  can  collect  it,  1  say  that  the 
State  officers  can  collect  our  taxes,  and  if  your 
argument  is  just,  you  cannot  appoint  any  other 
officers.  The  Constitution  authorizes  the  Presi- 
dent to  appoint  persons  to  fill  all  offices  estab- 
lished by  law,  but  says  not  a  word  about  appoint- 
ing officers  to  collect  the  tax  you  levy  speeifi- 
caUv.  Upon  the  construction  gentlemen  con- 
tend for,  toey  might  say,  because  no  power  is  ex- 
pressly given  to  appoint  officers  of  the  customs, 
or  for  your  taxes,  and  it  is  possible  to  collect  the 
revenue  by  the  agency  of  the  State  governments, 
and  nothing  should  be  done  by  the  United  States 
authorities  which  can  be  done  by  the  States, 
therefore  these  collectors  of  the  customs  or  rev- 
enue should  be  such  as  are  appointed  by  the 
States  for  State  purposes.    This  kind  of  reason- 


ing, sir,  cannot  be  admissible,  and  is  in  hostility 
with  a  most  manifest  principle  of  the  Constito* 
tion,  as  it  is  evidently  a  prominent  featore  of 
that  instrument  that  the  Greneral  Government 
should  have  within  itself  all  those  powefs  neces- 
sary and  convenient  for  the  execution  of  its  eon- 
merated  trusts,  entirely  free  and  independent  of 
the  interference  and  agency  of  the  States,  their 
officers,  or  ininisten. 

It  has  been  triumphantly  demanded  by  some, 
whether  we  could  create  a  trading  compoy.  I 
have  not  a  doubt  on  the  subject.  If  it  cao  be 
demonstrated  to  me  that  commerce  would  be 
benefited  by  the  incorporation  of  a  meteaiKile 
company,  that  it  is  indispensably  necessary  (o 
do  it  to  regulate  trade  to  advantage ;  under  sach 
oircumstances  I  have  no  doubt  we  can  create  a 
jcompany,  for  the  creation  of  a  company  is  do 
more  the  exercise  of  a  separate  independent  so- 
thority  than  any  law  which  we  make  when 
legislating  under  our  enuinerated  powers.  If  it 
be  inquired  whether  or  no  we  could  ineorponte 
a  company  to  cut  canals  through  the  States,  I 
answer  that  there  is  in  the  Constitution  a  clanse 
'authorizing  Congress  to  regulate  trade  between 
the  States,  and  under  this  clanse  we  coold  do  it 
with  the  consent  of  the  States.  We  conld  not 
do  it  without^  and  I  derive  this  eoDstmciioD  from 
the  Copstitution  itself.  It  is  a  fair  mode  of  con- 
struction laid  down  by  professional  men,  that 
where  there  is  intricacy  or  difficulty  in  the  con- 
struction of  any  legal  instrument,  you  must  utke 
the  context  together ;  one  part  of  the  instrumat 
must  be  nsed  to  elucidate  another ;  the  different 
parts  must  b^  compared,  and  the  true  constroe- 
tion  thereby  obtained.  In  the  8th  section  of  the 
first  article,  a  power  is^ iven  to  Congress  ^  to  ex- 
^  ereise  exclusive  legishtion,  ^.  over  all  places 

*  purchased  by  the  consent  of  the  LegbUtare  of 

*  the  State  in  which  the  same  'shall  be,  for  the 
'  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dockyards, 

*  and  other  needlul  buildings."  I  discover  here 
that  the  Constitution,  in  order  to  preserve  the 
sovereignty  of  the  State  governments,  has  been 
exceedingly  vigplant  in  guarding  their  territorial 
rights.  Therefore,  where  a  power  is  gireo  to 
the  General  Government  interfering  with  the 
territorial  rights  of  the  Sutes,  there  is  a  clao^ 
in  the  Constitution  saving  territorial  rights,  and 
requiring  the  consent  of  the  States  to  its  ezef 
cise.  If,  therefore.  Government,  in  the  exercise 
of  its  enumerated  powers,  is  restrained  from  act- 
ing, where  their  acts  afifect  State  territory,  noless 
with  the  consent  of  the  States,  I  infer  that  we 
have  not  a  right  to  incorporate  canal  companies 
without  the  consent  of  the  States  through  which 
the  canal  '\%  to  p^o.  With  this  limitation  I  hare 
little  hesitation  in  teying  that  we  have  a  right  to 
incorporate  canal  companies. 

It  is  said  that  the  corporation,  which  it  is  P^' 
posed  to  recharter,  independent  of  the  faeilitp' 
affords  to  Government  in  the  collection  of  the 
revenue,  has  also  particular  advantages  given  to 
it;  that  it  is  a  monopoly;  and  what  righUVj* 
asked,  has  Congros  to  grant  a  monopoly  ?  I  ^"' 
asl^,  in  retnrn,  when  an  officer  is  appointed  it» 
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collect  the  tft]stom»,  has  he  not  a  salary  and  emol- 
uments 1  Is  not  every  offiee  in  law  called  a 
franchise  or  a  particular  privilege  1  If  the  offi- 
cer who  tes  these  emolaments,  privileges^  or 
franchises,  (call  them  what  you  will.)  receives 
these  in  consideration  for  his  services,  have  you 
not  the  power  to  hold  out  inducements  to  associ- 
ated bodies  of  men  to  form  an  institution  from 
which  the  public  may  derive  benefit^  not  with  a 
view  exclusively  to  their  monopoly  and  benefit, 
but  on  account  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  it  by  the  public? 

If  it  is  urged  that  instead  of  this  incorporated 
company,  you  might  appoint  officers  in  the  dif- 
ferent ports  of  tbe  States  iu  which  the  greatest 
duties  are  collected,  and  issue  notes,  or  bills  of 
credit,  which  are  made  current,  without  creating 
a  bank  authorized  to  make  discounts,  I  admit  we 
bt ;  but  if  we  believe  it  not  so  convenient  and 
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safe  a  way  of  collecting  our  revenue  as  through 
tbe  agency  of  a  bank,  we  have  the  right  to  asso- 
ciate men  in  a  bankin|r  company  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  give  them  particular  privileges,  upon  the 
same  principles  that  we  give  privileges  or  fran- 
chises to  every  officer  we  appoint;  and. although 
we  thus  confer  in  both  instances  privileges,  it  is 
done  for  the  public  good,  because  the  object  to 
be  effected  can  be  accomplished  by  no  other  means 
$Q  effectually.    If  you  want  an  association  of 
men  in  a  particular  manner,  to  make  them  sub- 
serTient  to  some  political  use,  you  have  authority 
to  give  to  those  associating  men  whatever  privi- 
lege may  be  sufficient  to  induce  them  to  associate 
for  this  purpose.    You  do  not  give  them  this 
prWilege  for   their  own  individual  advantage, 
DQt  as  the  lure,  the  bonus  for  association,  bv 
which  association  the  public  object  is  effectea. 
I  woaJd  ask  whether  Congress  could  not  to-mor- 
row pass  a  law  authorizing  the  President  to  open 
a  negotiation  with  Hope  and  Co.,  saying,  we 
have  full  confidence  in  vou,  and  you  shall  be  tbe 
United  States'  bankers >    This  may  be  said  to  be 
a  monopoly;  but,  if  Congress  were  convinced 
that  this  was  the  safest  means  of  collecting  the 
reTenne,  I  ask  where  is  the  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution which,  in  substance  or  words,  prohibits 
Congress  from  adopting  such  a  measure?     If 
there  be  no  clause  to  prohibit  this,  there  is  no 
prohibition  to  the  passage  of  a  law  for  incorpo- 
rating individuals  in  an  association  from  which 
the  greatest  possible  facility  in  the  collection  of 
the  revenue  is  expected.   In  a  word,  sir,  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  only  role  in  an  instance  of  this 
kind  is,  to  take  care  4hat  the  means  used  have  a 


being  regulated  by  the  relation  of  the  means  to 
the  object  to  be  effected.  If  this  reasoning  be 
just,  then,  this  question  is  not  soluble  by  the 
mere  determination  of  the  question  whether  or 
not  this  is  the  best  system  by  which  our  revenue 
can  he  collected;  we  must,  to  insure  its  rejec- 
tion on  Constitutional  grounds,  prove  that  the 
power  of  establishing  a  bank  is  so  remote  from 
the  object  of  collecting  the  revenue,  as  to  have  no 
connexion  with  it.  Admit  that  a  better  system 
of  collecting  the  revenue  can  be  devised,  than 
by  the  establishment  of  a  bank;  it  does  not  fol- 
low that  the  hank  is  unconstitutional.  The  only 
question  ts,  whether  it  is  so'  remote,  as  that  by  no 
satisfactory  process  of  reasoning  you  can  prove 
its  analogy  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue.  If 
it  be  shown  that  a  better  system  could  be  adopted, 
it  only  proves  that  this  is  inexpedient;  not  that 
it  is  unconstitutional ;  and,  sir,  it  has  been  a  mat- 
ter of  astonishment  to  me,  that,  notwithstanding 
it  was  so  universally  believed  some  time  since 
that  the  agency  of  the  bank  was  excessively  con- 
ducive to  the  prompt  and  regular  collection  of 
the  revenue,  it  is  now  discovered  that  its  agency 
is  unnecessary.  The  gentlemen  who  are  now  of 
this  opinion  thoucfht  otherwise  formerly,  and 
the  Secretary  of  toe  Treasury,  who  is  best  en- 
abled to  decide  the  question,  is  of  a  different  opin« 
ion  from  them. 

In  answer  to  those,  sir,  who  say  that  State 
banks  afford  the  facility  necessary  to  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue,  I  would  ask,  is  the  General 
Government  to  he  dependent  on  the  State  banks 
for  the  collection  of  the  revenue?  Or  do  gentle- 
men believe  they  would  be  as  secure  and  respon- 
sible as  tbe  Bank  of  the  Udited  States?  As  to 
the  remark  that  in  those  States  where  there  are 
no  banks  the  revenue  is  collected  with  as  much 
facility  as  where  there  are  banks,  I  would  rep\f 
that  where  there  are  no  banks  there  is  neverthe- 
less hank  currency  in  circulation.  Where  the 
States  have  no  banks  of  their  own,  the  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  are  in  circulation 
and  the  customs  paid  in  those  notes.  A  National 
Bank,  I  am  under  a  strong  conviction,  is,  if  not 
indispensable,  highly  conducive  to  a  convenient 
collection  of  the  revenue;  and  if  this  bank  be 
put  down  to-day,  before  a  long  interval  of  time 
we  shall  have  another  bank.  In  my  estimation 
there  ought  to  be  a  bank  whose  paper  circulates 
freely  throughout  the  States;  other  paperwill  an- 
swer the,  same  purpose.  I  recollect  to  have  been 
travelling  where  I  had  in  mv  pocket-book  ^re 
hundred  dollars  in  good  bank  notes;  and  yet  I 


necessary  reference  to  the  object  of  the  power,  i  was  compelled  to  trespass  on  another  gentleman 
When  legislating  on  the  enumerated  powers  of]  in  company  with  me  to  bear  my  expenses.  If 
Congress,  the  only  limitation  is  an  inquiry  whe-   the  notes  I  had  with  me  had  been  notes  of  the 


ther  the  means  we  are  about  to  use  necessarily 
relate  to  the  effectuation  of  the  object  in  view. 
For  instance,  I  should  consider  it  a  violation  of 
the  Constitution,  if  Cdngress,  under  the  power 
** to  make  rules  for  the  government  of  the  land 
and  naval  forces,''  should  pass  a  law  regulating 
military  testamentary  devises ;  because  the  inci- 
dent is  too  remote,  it  is  too  great  a  stretch  of 
power,  the  constitutionality  or  unconstitutionality 


Bank  of  the  United  States,  they  would  have  cir- 
culated freely,  because  the  merchants  gladly  re- 
ceive them  from  the  planters  for  the  purpose  of 
remittance,  dec,  but  it  always  will  be  otherwise 
with  State  banks.  From  their  nature  they  can- 
not give  that  general  circulation  which  is  derived 
from  a  general  bank. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Clat,)  with  his  usual  ingenuity,  spoke  of  the 
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eDonnoos  e?ii  and  the  danger  to  our  liberties  that 
is  to  be  anticipated  from  giving  the  power  to 
ereet  corporations,  which  he  says  is  an  original 

EDwer,  and  has  given  being  to  institutions  which 
aye  swelled  to  an  enormous  magnitude.  The 
example  of  the  £ast  India  Company  and  the 
South  Sea  Compaov  were  spoken  of  in  an  alarm- 
ing, impressive,  ana  ingenious  manner.    But,  I 


s; 


ask,  sir,  if  the  State  governments  do  not  possess 
this  gigantic  power?  I  see  nothing  to  restrain 
them  more  than  the  General  Government.  I 
see  that  the  only  supervisors  as  to  the  Slate  gov- 
ernments are  the  neople  themselves,  who  are  also 
the  supervisors  or  Congress,  who  have  also  the 
invidious  jealous  eyes  of  the  State  governments 
constantly  upon  them,  as  is  illustrate  in  the  con- 
duct of  some  of  the  States  on  this  very  question, 
and  who  combined  would  guard  thif  power  from 
abuse  by  the  General  Government  much  more 
than  the  people  alone  will  guard  against  abuses 
by  the  States.  It  is  a  visionary  mode  of  reason- 
ing to  argue  against  the  possession  of  power  from 
the  abuse  of  it.  The  gentleman  may  as  well  tell 
us  that  we  may  raise  armies  to  so  monstrous  an 
extent  as  to  crush  our  liberties;  and,  therefore,  we 
ought  not  on  any  emergency  to  raise  an  army. 
He  may  as  well  say  the  creation  of  a  military 
school,  which  is  as  much  and  no  more  a  result- 
ing power  than  the  one  in  question,  is  giving 
to  Congress  a  great  substantive  independent  power 
to  create  a  vast  engine,  under  the  name  of  a 
militarjT  school,  which  may  swell  to  such  an  im- 
mense importance  to  malte  it  an  instrument  ^o 
swallow  all  the  liberties  of  the  country.  So  as 
respects  sites  for  forts  and  armories,  and  ore 
banks,  powers  exercised  by  implication,  the  sen- 
tleman,  from  the  unlimited  indulgence  he  gives 
to  a  gloomy  and  foreboding  imagination,  may 
say,  you  may  purchase  the  territorial  rights  of  the 
States  until  you  destroy  their  sovereignty.  There 
is  no  end  to  the  extent  of  such  reasoning.  We 
must  rely  in  some  degree  on  ourselves,  on  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  State  governments,  ana  on  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  people.  When  the  whole  body- 
politic  is  so  corrupt  that  there  are  no  eyes  on  our 
rulers  to  see  when  they  transcend  the  powers  of 
the  Constitution,  all  is  lost,  and  no  paper  reserva- 
tions can  save  us. 

From  this  reasoning,  sir,  I  again  reiterate  that 
I  conclude  that  when  the  Constitution  was  formed 
and  promulgated,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  fra- 
mers  of  the  Constitution  and  of  those  who  adopt- 
ed itf  in  the  powers  they  gave  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  to  include  that  power,  and  es- 
tablish a  bank  if  such  an  institution  was  consid- 
ered convenient,  necessary,,  and  proper  to  carry 
into  execution  any  one  of  the  enumerated  powers 
conceded  to  the  General  Government;  and,  if  it 
was  Constitutional  then,  it  is  equally  so  now. 

In  the  course  of  the  very  elaborate  and  able 
speech  delivered  by  my  colleague  a  few  days  past 
on  this  subject,  he  stated  these  two  positions; 
that  a  right  to  grant  charters  of  incorporation  is 
not  of  a  description  of  character  similar  to,  and 
has  no  analogy  with,  any  of  the  enumerated  pow- 
ers of  Congress. 


2d,  That  the  right  to  grant  charters  of  ioeor- 
poration  was  a  distinct  and  sovereign  power,  quil 
m  itself  to  any  of  the  enumerated  powers gramd 
to  Congress. 

As  to  the  first  position,  that  the  rigiit  of  creat> 
ing  corporations  or  banks  has  no  analogy  to  the 
enumerated  jiowers  of  Congress,  permit  me  to 
observe  this  is  begging  the  quesiioo,  or  rather 
entirely  evading  iL  if  it  is  admitted  by  ererr 
one  (and  this  has  been  admitted)  .that  banks  af- 
ford the  greatest  facilitjr  of  collectiog  your  rer* 
enue,  and  you  have  a  right  to  avail  yourself  of 
the  best  means  to  carry  into  execution  your  enu- 
merated powers,  the  right  to  create  banks  has  an 
immediate  connexion  with  and  grows  out  of  the 
power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes,  which  brings 
this  merely  to  a  question  of  expediency. 

His  second  position  was,  that  the  right  to  create 
corporations  or  banks  was  a  distinct  and  sovereign 
power,  equal  in  itself  to  any  of  the  enumerated 
powers  01  Congress ;  that  it  wants  that  coDnezioa, 
affiliation,  and  subseifviency,  to  some  enumerated 
power,  which  is  necessary  to  give  a  power  bf 
implication.  I  know  not  that  tf  law  granting  a 
charter  of  incorporation  is  more  an  act  of  so?er- 
eigntjr  th*an  a  law  passed  on  any  other  subject. 
That  it  is  a  power,  original,  independent,  and  of 
itself  equal  to  any  one  of  the  enumerated  powers, 
cauQOt  be  admitted,  because  it  has  not  been  con- 
tended by  any  that  Congress  possess  the  po^er 
of  creating  corporations  at  all  times  and  in  all  in- 
stances. It  is  only  contended  to  be  proper  and 
Constitutional  when  it  is  used  in  subserviency  to 
the  enumerated  powers  of  Congress,  as  the  means 
best  calculated  to  carrjr  any  enumerated  power 
into  execution.  The  right  of  creating  incorpo- 
rations for  this  purpose  only^  and  under  this  limi- 
tation, can  never  make  it  a  power  equal  rn  charae* 
ter  and  magnitude  to  any  one  of  our  enumerated 
powers,  because  if  it  is  used  as  a  mere  subserrient 
instrument  to  them  in  that  point  of  view— if  it 
can  be  demonstrated  that  they  are  a  convenient 
means  to  effect  a  legitimate  object,  my  colieagoe 
must  admit  their  constitutionality,  because  he 
has  emphatically  dwelt  on  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  gives  to  Congress  the  power  to 
make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper ;  ana  to  thotf 
who  apprehend  that  this  power  may  be  abused 
and  Congress  'may  attempt  to  exercise  it  in  in- 
stances not  within  the  pale  of  their  legitimate 
authority,  I  answer  they  may  also  abuse  any 
other  power  they  possess.  The  only  preserva- 
tion is  the  virtue  ot  our  Legislature  and  the  vigi- 
lance of  our  people. 

The  next  point  which  remains  to  be  investiga- 
ted is,  whether  the  constitutionality  of  the  bill 
under  consideration  receives  any  support  from  its 

{)riociples  having  been  sanctioned  by  any  former 
aws  and  measures  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  where 
a  measure  obtains^  that  inflicts  a  violation  on  our 
Constitution  that  is  unquestionable,  palpable,  and 
notorious,  however  frequently  and  however  sol- 
emnly this  measure  had  been  sanctioned,  however 
long  it  had  been  submitted  toand  endured,  would 
not  be  considerations  with  me  of  any  impoitance 
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or  create  eoe  nHNnent  of  doubt.  Brror,  however 
repeated  aod  submitted  to,  is  error  stilL  and  erery 
occasion  should  be  sooj^ht  to  get  rid  of  it ;  but  on 
an  occasion  in  the  oritin  of  which  the  Constitu- 
tional question  was  ooobtful,  when  men  of  the 
purest  integrity  and  most  tifnmined  intelliffence 
might  paose  and  differ  and  doobt,  I  should  im- 
ag-ine  thai  such  case  once  acted  on  should  never 
again  be  touched,  unless  considerations  ol  irresti- 
ble  importance  lead  to  such  a  measnre ;  and  I  im- 
agine that  everjr  man  of  candor  and  intelligence 
who  weighs  with  due  deliberation  the  question 
under  consideration,  will  at  least  admit,  ff  the 
measore  is  not  certainly  Constitutional^  it  is  at 
least  of  that  description  of  character  I  have  last' 
mentioned.  In  such  an  instance  as  this,  wfll  it 
be  said  that  after  this  measure  has  been  sanctioned 
by  Congress  on  full  deliberation  and  debate;  af- 
ter the  \i\\  establishing  this  bank  had  received 
the  approbation  of  the  President,  who  reserved  his 
signature  to  it  till  the  last  moment  permitted  by 
the  Coostitutton,  and  after  he  had  viewed  the 
question  with  aH  its  bearings  in  every  attitude  it 
could  be  presented,  after  full  eonsul'tation  with 
his  Cabinet  Ministers  and  others  of  high  intellec- 
toai  character;  after  the  law  thus  sanctioned  by 
the  Liegislature  and  the  President  has  been  ae- 
qoieseed  in  and  practised  on  for  the  space  of 
twenty  years,  when  it  has  been  considerea  invio- 
lable, and  corroborating  laws  passed  during  the 
administration  and  legislation  of  different  domi- 
nant political  parties;  when  those  laws  have  been 
sanctioned  by  the  solemn  adjudication  of  all  our 
judi^s,  botb  of  the  General  and  State  Qovern- 
menis;  to  suppose  that  all  ihese  eonsideratioiis 
are  to  have  no  influence  as  to  potting  to  rest  a 
CoDstitmional  question  which  Was  doubtful  in  its 
origin,  is  to  be  sceptical  and  scrupulous  beyond 
all  reasonable  bounds.  If  Congress  had  no  right 
to  incorporate  a  bank,  was  it  not  an  act  of  usurpa- 
tion in  the  President  and  Congress  to  pass  laws 
punishing  individuals  for  the  forgery  of  its  pa- 
per? Nay,  more,  Mr.  President,  when  we  tnnict 
death  for  the  support  of  institutions  Congress  bad 
no  right  to  create,  and  for  the  violation  of  laws 
the  CoDsiitution  prohibits  that  body  from  enact* 
ine-— (and  under  the  denomination  of  each  of  the 
p«Mitical  sects  into  which  this  country  is  divided, 
agreeable  to  the  principles  now  contended  for  by 
gentlemen,  such  laws  have  been  passed )-*are  not 
the  Bxectttive  which  sanctions,  the  Congress 
wrhich  passed,  and  the  whole  body  of  our  Judi- 
ciary, both  of  the  General  and  Slate  Governments, 
^rhich  enforces  such  unconstitutional  measures, 
and  under  their  surreptitious  authority  inflicts 
death  upon  oor  citizens,  worse  than  usurpers  1 
Are  they  not  morderers?  Yes,  Mr.  President,  I 
reiterate,  are  they  not  murderers  ?  And  are  we 
prepared  to  pronounce  so  heavy  a  denunciation 
on  oor  predecessors,  on  ourselves,  and  the  other 
^reat  Departments  of  our  Government  ?  Are  we 
ready  to  inform  the  American  people  that  this 
body  and  all  their  constituted  authorities  have 
sported  with  the  lives  and  illegally  shed  the  blood 
of  oor  citizens  1  My  colleague  was  foreman  of 
tike  jnry  that  pronounced  sentence,  or  that  found  a 


veHict,  on  the  famous  ot  rather  infamous  Logwood , 
for  forgery  of  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unitedf 
States.  This  verdict  was  confirmed  by  the  judge 
oTthe  court,  and  the  criminal  punished  agreeably 
to  the  jttdrment.  Is  a  measure  of  such  weighty 
and  awful  import,  so  solemn! v  and  deliberately 
acted  on  and  deciued,  and  multifarious  other  de- 
cisions of  the  same  description,  to  have  no  influ- 
ence on  the  decision  we  are  about  to  give  respect- 
ing tbeconstitutionalityof  establishing  a  National 
Bank  t  If  they  are  not,  then  gentlemen  view  the 
sabjeet  through  a  verj^  difierent  medium  than 
that  through  which  it  is  presented  to  my  vision. 
Then,  in  my  judgment,  Mr.  President,  our  sit- 
uation is  alarming  indeed. 

This  vibrating.  Constitutional  doctrine,  to-day 
one  thing,  to-morrow  another,  as  the  domination 
of  one  party  or  the  other,  or  the  passions  of  the 
moment  shall  prevail,  will  reduce  our  Constitu- 
tion to  nothing,  or  render  it  a  mere  instrument 
for  depraved  men,  if  such  should  gel  into  power, 
to  accomplish  their  wicked  purposes,  and  to  de> 
stroy  the  liberties  and  oppress  the  virtuous  peo^ 
pie  of  this  country.  It  is  a  wise  maxim  of  onr 
municipal  law  that  in  novelty  there  is  danger, 
but  antiquitjr  of  law  sanctifles  error.  If  this 
principle  is  just,  as  it  respects  municipal  law— > 
fand  of  this,  in  my  iudgment,  there  can  be  no 
uoubt) — it  is  infinitely  more  so  when  applied  to 
Candsmetatal  and  Constitutional  principles,  which, 
when  once  fixed,  on  all  questions  of  a  doubtful 
nature,  should  never  again  be  agitated.  The  in*> 
fluence  which  the  dec»ion  of  the  Judiciary  may 
have  on  settling  the  constitutionality  of  the  law 
incorporating  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is 
not  intended  to  be  urged  by  me' as  an  argument, 
which  in  my  judgment  ouffht  to  be  relied  on,  be- 
cause I  conceive  it  the  duty  of  the  Judiciary 
merely  to  expound  what  is  the  law  of  Congress, 
and  to  determine  between  a  law  and  the  Coosti- 
•  tution  is  assuming  to  the  Judiciary  a  poweriK)C 
appertaining  to  it — a  power  inconsistent  with  the 
genius  of  our  Constitution,  and  such  a  one  as,  if' 
exercised  by  anv  judiciary,  under  a  popular 
Government,  will  uHimatefy  destroy  the  Grov- 
emment  itself. 

The  inference,  therefore,  which  is  derived  fVom 
the  reasoning  aoove  insisted  on,  from  the  decis- 
ions of  the  Judiciary,  is  inteuded  for  those  who 
insist  that  your  Federal  Judiciary  have  aright 
to  decide  on  the  constitutionality  of  any  law 
passed  by  Congress  which  comes  under  its  cogni- 
zance. The  aid  I  myself  derive  from  the  source 
of  precedent  to  support  the  constitutionality  of 
this  measure  is  solely  from  the  reiterated  acts  df 
different  Congresses,  and  the  approbation  of  dif- 
ferent Presidents,  and  the  concurrence  under  them 
for  the  space  of  more  than  twenty  years  during 
the  prevalence  of  different  political  pardes.  An 
attempt  has  been  made  by  the  honorable  member 
from  Tennessee,  and  others,  to  invalidate  the  ac- 
curacy of  the  inference  drawn  from  this  princi- 
ple of  precedency,  by  insisting  that  the  bank  law 
was  in  the  nature  of  a  contract  with  individuals, 
by  which  {Private  rights  became  vested,  and  there- 
fore the  Govemmeat^was  bound  t«  carry  it  into 
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effect.  The  gentlemao  from  Tennessee  ima^nes 
that  during  the  period  of  the  republican  Admin- 
istratipn  and  majority  in  Congress,  which  acted 
upon  thia  bank  l^w,  it  was  considered  in  the  na- 
ture-of  a  contract,  and^as  such,  Government  de- 
termined to  carry  it  into  effect  with  good  faith, 
and  with  that  view  passed  the  several  corrobor- 
ating laws  which  have  been  from  time  to  time 
enacted.  But  this  reasoning,  sir,  of  the  gentle- 
man from,  Tennessee  has  been  so  fully  refuted 
by  my  honorable  colleague,  in  the  very  able 
speech  he  delivered  on  tnis  question  some  days 
past,  as  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  further  com- 
menting on  it.  I  will  only  repeat  one  remark 
that  was  made  by  my  colleague.  If  the  bank 
law.  was  uacoBstitutional  at  nrst,  it  could  not 
give  any  legal  corporate  existence  to  any  body  of 
men  to  form  a  legal  contract  in  a  corporate  char- 
acter which  had  no  such  existence.  Therefore, 
there  existed  no  legal  contract ;  the  faith  of  Qov- 
ernment  was  not  pledged;  it  was  like  a  contract 
with  a  married  woman,  or  an  idfot ;  it  was  tpao 
fisdo  void. 

To  recapitulate:  I  derive  the  power  to  create 
a  National  Bank,  when  this  Constitution  came 
into  existence,  from  the  situation  of  society,  and 
our  legal  institutions  at  that  time,  and  the  difE- 
culty,  as  things  existed,  that  the  revenue  could 
be  collected  with  advantage  in  any  other  way 
than  by  the  agency  of  a  bank.  If  this  reasoning 
be  deemed  erroneous,  I  insist  that  the  Constitu- 
tional power  of  Congress  to  create  a  bank  was  in 
the  first  instance  doubtful,  and  the  principle  hav- 
ing been  reconised,  and  having  received  every 
sanction  the  uovernment  could  give,  and  prac- 
tised on  for  more  than  twenty  years,  is  not  now 
to  he  called  in  question.  Admitting  that  on  both 
these  points  my  views  are  erroneous;  say  that 
the  establishment  of  the  bank^  at  its  commence- 
ment, was  improper,  still,  if  it  be  demonstrated 
that  the  existence  or  rechartering  of  the  bank  is 
indispensable,  or  highly  expedient  at  present,  to 
the  due  exercise  of  enumerated  rights  of  Con- 
gress, tliat  which  was  improper  or  even  perhaps 
unconstitutional  at  first,  because  it  was  dot  neces- 
sary, becomes  Constitutional  and  proper^  because 
now  expedient  dr  essential.  Congress  is  clothed 
by  the  Constitution  with  a  variety  of  delegated 
righu.  Now,  admitting  that  the  establishment  of 
a  bank  in  the  first  instance  was  not  necessary  for 
the  due  exereise  of  the  legislative  rights  bestowed 
in  any  one  of  these  enumerated  powers,  if  our 
predecessors  in  office,  by  the  creation  of  a  bank, 
which  at  best  was  an  improper  institution,  because 
not  necessary,  have  placed  our  fiscal  concerns  in 
such  a  situation  that  it  cannot  be  put  down  with- 
out great  injury  to  the  revenue,  which  Congress 
is  bound  to  levy  and  collect,  without  injuring  our 
commerce,  without  impairing  our  public  credit, 
without  lessening  the  public  welfare,  all  of  which 
Congress  is  bound  to  provide  for  and  protect ;  if 
this  can  be  demonstrated  to  be  the  probable  result 
of  pulling  down  the  bank  at  this  peridd,  I  would 
ask  whether  ihat  institution,  which  was  improper 
at  first,  because  not  necessary,  does  not  become 
proper,  because  almost  indispensable  at  present? 


In  construing  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  when  legislating  on  the  enumerated  pow- 
ers of  Congress,  I  lay  down  this  ruleofconstrae- 
tion:  that  the  only  liuiitation  to  the  powei  of 
Congress  is  either  some  positive  or  implied  pro- 
hibition in  the  Constitution  itself,  oi  the  exercise 
of  an  honest  and  sober  disci«ti(tt.  If,  therefore, 
there  is  any  reason  to  believe,  at  the  present  pe- 
riod and  existing  state  of  things,  that  by  pnuiDg 
down  the  bank  your  revenue  will  be  greatly  im- 
paired, your  commerce  will  be  injured,  the  pob- 
lic  credit  lessened,  all  of  which  Congress  is  to  j 
protect ;  does  not  such  a  state  of  things  make  it 

£  roper  that  that  bank,  which  ought  not  to  ha?e 
een  created,  because  not  necessary,  now  oagkt 
to  be  continued  because  indispensable?    It  may 
here  be  said,  that  I  am  varying  the  Conttitotioa 
if  I  say  that  a  thing  is  proper  to-day  which  wu 
not  proper  five  and  twenty  years  ago;  that  tlui 
vibration  will  always  keep  the  Constitution  in  u 
uncertain  state.    I  say^  no.    My  doctrine  is  sub- 
ject to  no  sQch  accusation ;  the  principles  of  the 
Constitution  are  uniform  and  unalterable.   It  is 
an  uniform  and  unalterable  principle,  that  Coo- 
gress  have  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes; 
they  have  the  same  positive,  anckangeable  rigbt 
to  exercise  ail  the  enumerated  powers,  the  oolf 
rule  of  construction  relating  to  them  facing  that 
the  means  you  use  have  a  necessary  relation  to 
the  power  on  which  you  legislate,    if  the  means 
be  not  enumerated,  you  exercise  discretion  as  to 
the  means,  having  a  regard  to  the  existing  state 
of  things  when  you  legislate  concerning  them. 
The  same  means  may  be  necessary  and  propet 
now,  which  would  not  have  been  twenty  years 
ago.    You  change  the  means  to  attain  the  end, 
but  the  end  itself^  the  enumerated  power  in  the 
Constitution,  remains  unchanged.    As  long  as 
the  Constitution  exists,'  you  must  select  the  means 
most  proper  for  executing  th^  enumerated  rigbu 
at  the  precise  moment  at  which  you  legislate  re- 
specting them.    If  this  be  the  true  constraction 
of  the  Constitution  respecting  the  recharter  of 
the  baok^  the  question  merely  resolves  itself  into 
an  inquiry  how  far  such  a  measure  is  at  present 
expedient.    To  determine  at  this  moment  whe* 
ther  or  not  it  be  Constitutional,  or  in  other  words 
expedient,  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  I  am  to  say  whether,  under  existing  cir* 
cumstances,  in  the  present  state  of  society,  ailQ*' 
tion  of  trade  and  revenue,  the  preservation  and 
continuance  qf  this  institution  is  essentially  ac- 
cessary.   If  it  be  essentially  necessary,  we  hare 
a  right  to  recharter  the  bank.    I  have  been  pre- 
cise in  stating  this  view  of  the  subject,  because  it 
has  not  before  been  taken  by  any  other  gentleman. 
With  respect  to  the  eipedieney  of  rechartering 
this  institution,  I  am  somewhat  surprised  that 
any  doubt  should  be  entertained.    It  appears  to 
me  that  gentlemen  have  become  incredalous  be- 
yond all  possible  bounds.    I  believe,  sir,  it  was  a 
wise  saying  of  the  sage  Plato,  that  incredulity  is 
the  fountain  of  knowledge.    But  even  to  this 
maxim  there  must  be  some  limit,  as  seems  to  be 
illustrated  on  the  present  occasion',  when  iocreda- 
lity  has  been  earned  even  beyond  all  reasonable 
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bounds.  When  general  diitress  is  in  riew ;  when 
all  aroand  us  is  proof  of  the  fact ;  when  men  in 
the  best  credit,  men  who  hare  heretofore  had  the 
greatest  command  of  mone3rf  now  feel  the  want 
of  it;  wben  there  is  a  general  cry  of  distress 
from  yoor  large  towns ;  when  our  table  is  loaded 
with  petitions  from  all  orders  of  people  in  our 
country,  depictiog  in  the  mo^t  yiyid  colors  their 
present  sanerings  and  gloomy  anticipations; 
wben  the  surrounding  banks  are  curtail iug  one- 
half  of  their  accommodations;  when  our  whole 
commerce  is  paralysed  by  the  various  aggres- 
sions it  has  experienced]  and  by  the  shock  which 
the  agitation  of  this  question  has  already  given 
it.  for  gentlemen  to  shut  their  eyes  to  the  effects 
of  the  dissolution  of  this  institution  is  to  me  as- 
tonishing. In  another  point  .of  view  how  can  it 
be  questioned?  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  whose  knowledge  we  have  all  bene- 
fited by  and  acknowledged  on  various  occasions, 
has  said,  what  is  most  unquestionably  true,  that 
money  is  like  any  other  article  of  Jrade,  valuable 
in  proportion  to  its  abundance  or  rarity.  Then 
if  you  strike  out  of  circulation  the  increased  capi- 
tal circulated  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
is  not  a  relative  scarcity  to  be  expected? 

But  it  is  not  merely  to  the  extent  of  the  in- 
creased  capital  circulated  by  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  that  money  will  be  driven  out  of  cir- 
culation. Those  gentlemen  who  tell  you  that  the 
State  banks  in  tliis  period  of  calamity  and  distress 
can  aford  sufficient  accommodation,  are  in  my 
estimation  infinitely  mialakeo.  The  State  banks 
will  in  the  first  instance  frequently  tend  to  in- 
crease the  evil.  The  same  men  who  have  ac- 
commodation in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
very  frequently  itave  it  also  in  the  State  banks. 
The  Bank  of  the  United  States,  finding  it  ne- 
cessary to  settle  the  accounts,  is  anxiously  em- 
ployed in  drawing  into  its  vaults  all  the  money 
it  can  to  settle  i  ts  afiairs.  The  State  banks,  know- 
ing there  will  be  a  run  upon  them,  are  also  draw- 
ing in  the  money  due  them  by  the  very  individ- 
uals whom  it  is  imagined  they  can  accommodate 
by  extended  loans.  Those  State  banks  which 
were  to  relieve  the  merchants,  ^c.  will  join  in 
the  pressure ;  in  order  to  secure  themselves,  they 
must  produce  the  same  curtailment  to  their  cus- 
tomers which  is  used  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Sutes.  So  that  not  only  will  the  amount  of  the 
capital  circulated  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  be  driven  out  of  circulation,  but  much  also, 
for  a  time,  of  that  paper  which  the  Stale  banks 
^erein  the  habit  of  issuing  to  individuals.  It  is 
impossible  to  9ay  to  what  extent  the  circulating 
tnediam  will  be  diminished ;  that  it  will  be  to  a 
?reat  extent  for  a  short  time  there  can  be  no  sort 
of  donbt.  And  the  depression  of  the  price  of 
fiour  at  this  period  is  proof  that  the  present  ap- 
prehensions have  already  produced  this  effect; 
lor  although  I  would  yield  much  to  the  superiority 
of  information  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
on  mercantile  afiairs  as  on  most  others,  yet  in 
this  instance  his  information  is  not,  in  my  esti- 
mation, correct.  It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  fiour 
is  now  in  as  great  demand  as  ever  it  haa  been  in 


Cadiz,  Lisbon^  and  Gibraltar.  It  is  not  long 
since  I  saw  an  account  of  fiour  having  sold  at 
twenty  dollars  at  Gibraltar.  Now,  siry  if  a  mer- 
chant here  knew  he  could  get  this  price  there,  of 
from  eighteen  to  twenty  dollars,  as  is  unquestion- 
ably the  fact,  would  a  temporary  depression  of 
the  prices  at  Liverpool,  as  has  been  imagined  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  have  any  effect 
here  ?  None  at  all.  If  our  merchants  could  get 
eighteen  or  twenty  dollars  at  Lisbon,  the  depres- 
sion of  price  at  Liverpool  would  not  have  the 
least  operation  here ;  it  is  an  unquestioned  fact 
that  the  price  in  the  ports  I  have  mentioned  ia 
constantly  kept  up—and  yet  the  price  did  fall  at 
the  moment  the  bank  Question  was  thought  to  be 
decided ;  I  think,  itfell  two  dollars  immediately; 
and  it  wtis  no  doubt  from  the  difiiculty  of  obtain- 
ing money,  which  it  was  supposed  would  result 
from  the  dissolution  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  that  this  article  fell.  When  you  diminish 
the  quantity  of  roooev  which  is  to  represent  the 
articles  of  trade  brought  to  market,  I  do  not  want 
the  gentleman's  mercantile  koowlege  to  inform 
me-^it  is  a  plain  propositon — that  such  a  measure 
goes  to  depress  the  price  of  the  article  brought  to 
sale.  That  the  destruction  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  as  it  will  lessen  the  circulating 
currency  for  a  time,  must  so  to  depress  the  price 
of  produce  is  unquestionabTe,  and  will  also  dimin- 
ish for  a  lime  the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  other 
banks,  because  they  must  reduce  their  discounts. 
This  effect  may  be  but  tempqrary,  but  will  exist 
to  a  certain  extent. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  observed 
that  no  apprehensions  are  entertained  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Baltimore  on  account  of  the  dissolution,  of 
the  United  States'  Bank.  I  think  I  have  been 
informed  that  one  o5  the  most  wealthy  men  in 
that  town  has  said  he  had  a  vessel  to  load,  and 
knew  where  he  could  send  her  so  as  to  clear  six 
dollars  per  barrel  on  fiour ;  for  that  flour  at  this 
period  could  be  purchased  here  at  eight  dollars 
and  might  be  sold  abroad  fbr  eighteen ;  but  in 
consequence  of  the  entire  impossibility  of  obtain- 
ing money  from  the  banks  at  present,  from  the 
fear  entertained  respecting  the  dissolution  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  load  his  vessel.  Such,  sir.  I  have  been  ad- 
vised, IS  the  situation  of  one  of  the  wealthiest  mea 
of  that  town.  The  Bank  of  Columbia  has  at  one 
stroke  lessened  its  discounts  fifty  per  cent.,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  apprehension  entertainea  respec- 
ting the  dissolution  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  What  has  the  gentleman  from  Massa* 
chusetts  told  you  ?  That  (400,000  are  loaned  to 
the  people  of  this  Dbtrict  by  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  What  will  be  the  effect  in  this  little 
District  of  drawing  three  or  foiir  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  out  of  circulation  ?'  Sir,  to  tell  me 
that  the  reduction  of  circulating  medium  will  not 
produce  (it  may  be  but  for  a  short  time)  a  cor- 
respondent reduction  of  the  prices  of  produce,  is 
to  tell  me  that  I  cannot  see  the  noon -day  sun. 
How  long  this  reduction  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium and  the  consequent  depression  of  prices  may 
last,  it  is  difficult  to  aay. 
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Wbep  the  oomeroas  late  failures  and  bankrupt* 
eiesare  spoken  of,  wbat'is  the  reply  ?  That  thej 
do  not  proceed  from  a  want  of  bank  accommo- 
datioDs,  but  from  the  protesting  of  bills  abroad ; 
that  our  noerchants  have  much  property  abroad, 
but  the  diflScuIty  of  obtaining^  retorns  for  it  has 
been  such  as  to  embarrass  our  strongest  houses. 
Is  this  a  reason  wby  we  should  accumulate  diffi- 
culties on  our  merchants?  Fifteen  or  twenty 
millions  are  said  to  be  tied  up  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, more  especially  in  England,  and  such  is 
the  situation  of  England  that  we  cannot  get  re- 
mittances from  there.  This  is  an  admirable  rea- 
son, sir^  indeed,  for  selecting  this  particular  mo- 
ment for  calling  on  the  merchants  to  make  an 
immediate  payment  to  the  amount  of  fourteen 
millions,  which  they  owe  this  institution,  and 
which,  if  put  down,  it  is  reasonable  to  believe  will 
lequire  immediate  payment* 

This  is  regulating  (rade  with  a  witness.  By  the 
annihilation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  a 
considerable  portion  of  our  circulating  medium 
is  destroyed.  At  tbe  ume  period  our  merchants 
are  called  on  to  pay  their  debt  to  the  United 
States'  Bank  to  the  amount  of  fourteen  millions, 
and  their  revenue  bonds  amount  to  about  twelve 
millions.  This,  too,  at  a  period  when  the  funds 
of  our  merchants  to  a  great  extent  are  in  Eng- 
land, and  cannot  be  withdrawn. 

To  me  it  appears  that  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
try, as  respects  commerce,  and  everything  else, 
maltes  it  important,at  this  crisis,  above  all  others, 
that  this  institution  should  be  preserved. 

But  gentlemen,  and  very  intelligent  gentlemen 
tell  us,  this  is  a  mere  momentary  pressure;  that, 
tbe  money  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  revenue  as  collected,  will  be  deposited  in  other 
banks,  who  will  issue  paper  or  specie  in  propor- 
tion to  the  additional  capital  in  their  banks ;  that 
there  will  be  a  mere  temporary  vacuum,  which 
will  soon  be  filled.  If  I  am  to  be  placed  in  an  apart- 
ment from  which  all  resptrable  air  is  exhausted, 
and  for  a  very  short  time  to  remain  there,  but 
till  all  vitality  is  extinguished,  it  will  truly  be  a 
delightful  consolation  previously  to  advise  me 
that  this  vacuum  is  temporarv,  and,  after  I  am 
destroyed,  the  equilibrium  will  be  restored  and 
fresh  air  admitted.  Precisely  of  this  nature  is 
the  consolation  afforded  to  your  ruined  merchants 
and  others.  What  avails  it  if  tbe  cause  be  mo- 
mentary, but  the  effect  as  to  them  be  permanent? 
This  awful  moment  will  bring  permanent  de- 
struction to  thousands.  And  for  what  purpose  do 
We  produce  this  destruction  ?  To  get  rid  of  the 
foreign  influence  produced  by  the  stock  held  by 
foreigners.  Yet.  sir.  this  foreign  capital  is  one 
of  the  most  beneficial  consequences  attending  the 
1)ank  institution. 

In  a  new  country,  constantly  developing  new 
resources  of  every  description,  an  increasing 
population,  increasing  commerce,  agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  multiplied  objects  on  which 
capital  can  be  employed  to  great  advantage  to 
develope  the  wonderfully  increasing  energies 
and  resources  of  our  young  country,  we  can 
afford  to  pay  foreigners  ^ood  interest  for  the 


use  of  their  capital.  This  is  one  of  thejreat 
reasons  with  me  in  favor  of  the  bank.  We  are 
admonished  that  this  foreign  capital  gives  to  for- 
eigners a  dreadful  political  influence.  Admit  the 
assertion,  which  however  is  not  true.  Who  it- 
vited  it  here?  The  Government  itself.  We 
ourselves  sold  this  stock  to  foreigners.  Our  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  with  the  knowledge  and 
consent  of  the  Government,  bargained  and  trans- 
ferred great  part  of  it.  Is  this  good  faith,  is  it 
honorable  and  just?  After  we  nave  received  a 
bonus  for  the  transfer  of  the  stock  to  individaals, 
under  the  idea  that  the  charter  was  inviolable 
and  secure,  to  destroy  the  institution  to  get  rid  of 
this  foreign  capital  which  we  ourselves  had  in- 
vited here?  If  these  monejred  banking iDstito- 
litions  are  these  horrid  engines  of  political  in- 
fluence and  corruption  some  have  contended  for, 
the  only  way  to  obtain  any  good  they  afford, and 
yet  avoid  their  deleterious  effects,  is  to  get  for- 
eigners to  send  their  money  here,  and  iaveat  it 
in  our  funds.  We  get  the  benefit  of  their  mooej, 
whilst  we  are  so  far  removed  from  them  that  the; 
can  have  no  operation  on  ua.  For,  sir,  it  is  no- 
torious to  those  who  are  informed  on  the  sobjeet, 
that  we  feel  less  inconvenience  or  political  ioflo- 
ence  from  foreigners  who  hold  stock,  than  from 
natives  who  possess  it.  This  inference  mast  be 
obvious  when  I  state,  that  foreigners  who  hold 
stock  have  no  vote  in  the  choice  of  directors. 

Again,  sir,  is  not  tbe  critical  situatioB  ia  wbick 
we  stand  in  respect  to  our  foreign  relations  a  par- 
ticular reason  why  we  should  not  at  this  lime 
make  experiments  which  may  injure  tbe  pablic 
revenue?  If  we  enforce  aur  non-interconrsc 
law,  a6d  England  attempts  to  resist  it  and  force 
her  imports  into  our  countrjr,  by  Florida  and  our 
southern  frontiers  on  one  side  and  Caoadaand 
Nova  Scotia  on  the  other,  it  is  at  least  question; 
able  whether  our  revenue  will  not  be  greatly  di- 
minished. In  our  present  unsettled  situation, 
with  our  merchants  staggering  uiKler  the  weight 
of  the  non-intercourse,  embargo,  and  foreign  .spo- 
liation-—is  this  a  moment  to  try  experimeats  that 
may  bave  the  effect  of  reducing  our  revenue,  by 
crippling  our  mercantile  enterprise,  and  forcii^ 
our  merchants  to  withdraw  their  funds  from  con- 
merce,  in  order  to  pav  their  bonded  duties  and 
bank  debts?  But  will  the  destruction  of  thii 
bank  rid  us  of  the  dreaded  influence  of  forei^ 
capital  ?  No;  you  get  in  its  stead  an  inflneoceiih 
flnitely  worse;  you  encourage  speculation,  whiek 
will  produce  an  evil  of  an  inflnitely  more  pes- 
tiferous kind.  If  this  bank  be  put  down,  another 
ere  long  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  created,  for  thai 
another  bank  must  and  will  be  created  is  avowed 
by  many  who  vote  against  continuing  tbis,aa4! 
whenever  this  takes  place  a  scene  of  stock-job- 
bing will  ensue  to  an  extent  which  cannot  be  now 
calculated.  When  a  new  bank  and  a  new  stod 
is  created,  although  by  prohibiting  foreigners  to , 
be  subscribers  in  the  first  instance  it  will  at  M 
be  taken  up  by  our  own  citizens,  yet,  if  the  Eft* 
ropean  capitalist  finds  it  to  his  advantage  to  havt 
money  here  he  comes  and  purchases  our  stockj| 
our  citizens, in  tbe  subscription  to  the  new  s(ock| 
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ngage.io  a  scfne  of  the  most  debtsioj^  >P^~ 
olatioD ;  oar  citizens  afterwards  seH  this  stock 
(0  foreigners  whose  foreign  ioflaence  we  wish 
toaToif^and  after  haWng  gone  this  vicious  cir- 
cle we  arrive  precisely  at  the  point  where  we 
started.  The  same  foreigners  who  now  hare  so 
much  of  this  banJc  stock  will  reinvest  their  mo- 
ne/  in  the  stock  of  the  new  bank  to  he  created. 
Tbk«  ditsoLntioa  of  the  bank,  then,  is  trying  wild 
visionary  experiments,  possibly  in  its  eoose- 
qaeoces  convulsing  society  to  its  ceAtre,  sport- 
ing with  the  feelings  and  bappiaess  of  the  coun* 
tr|[,  impairiog  mercantile  credit  and  enterprise, 
injuring  the  tranquillity  of  many  of  our  most 
meritorioDs  citizens,  who  see  rain-  hovering  over 
them  from  the  measure  we  seem  like  to  adopt; 
and  after  atl  this  is  done,  we  coine  round  to  the 
precise  point  from  which  we  commenced. 

It  has  either  suggested  itself  to  my  mind  upon 
reflection  on  the  subject,  or  it  is  an  idea  sug- 
gested by  some  political  writer,  (and  I  think  the 
latter  is  thedtse,)  either  Hume  orBmith,or  bbth, 
that  a  gradaal,  silent  and  almost  imperceptible 
increase  of  money  or  circulating  medium  has  the 
hppiesc  effects  on  society,  ana  operates  as  the 
most  salutary  stimulus  to  the  exertions  and  in- 
dostry  of  a  nation,  because  it  operates  as  a  grad- 
aal though  perhaps  nominal  premium  to  indus- 
try, by  increasing  the  price  oi  everv  article  that 
is  brought  into  market ;  and  the  intuence  which 
the  discovery  of  the  mines  of  South  Amerca 
bad  on  the  European  world,,  by  bringing  into 
circalatioQ  an  increased  quantity  of  the  precious 
metals,  i^  instanced,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  by 
tome  of  the  economists,  as  an  illustration  of  this 
obserratioo;  for  the  increase  of  industry,  of  the 
arts^  and  of  all  social  comforts  which  soon  ful* 
lowed  (his  event  has  been  remarked  by  several 
political  writers;  If  this  invisible  increase  of  the* 
circulating  currency  of  a  nation  is  from  |he  causes 
abovementioned  productive  of  such  happy  effects^ 
will  not  the  immediate  extinguishment  of  a  great 
National  Bank,  and  the  conseqaent  diminution 
of  the  circiilating  currency  of  your  country,  have 
an  immediate  opposite  and  baneful  operation 
npon  society  ?  Will  it  not  produce  a  temporary 
depression  of  prices  of  many  of  the  necessaries 
and  luxuries  of  life,  and  to  a  certain  extent  lessen 
and  bei)umb  the  vizor  and  exertions  of  our  eiti- 
Mos?  It  is  true,  utis  effect  may  be  temporary, 
because  new  hanks  will  remove  the  evil-rbui  is 
there  any  reason  to  produce  this  evil  even  for  a  mo- 
ment; or,  in  other  words,  should  we  produce  this 
deleterious  effect  for,  one  moment  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  one  bank,  that  we,  or  the  States,  by  the 
erection  of  new  banks,  may  remove  the  evil  we 
onrsdres  have  created?  This  seems  to  be  pro- 
duciog  a  calamity  that  we  may  either  remove 
or  mitigate  it. 

The  bank,  it  has  been  objected^  has  been  used 
ts  an  instrument  of  improper  political  influence. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  Mr.  rreiident,  t)iat  I  am 
not  advocating  the  mere  renewal  of  the  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  I  am  only  for 
reebarteriog  it  oa  certain  conditions,  or,  in  other 
words,  with  a  view  that  it  may  sobsbribe  to  the 
iUh  Cox.  3d  Sess.— 10 
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amount  of  its  capital  to  a  newly  created  bank  on 
different  principles,  of  larger  extent  of  capitali 
and  with  a  ponton  of  the  directors  appointed  by 
the  Qovernment.  This,  sir,  will  effectually  pre- 
vent the  directors  from  using  the  hank  as  a  poli- 
tical engine  against  the  Government  itself,  and 
.obviates  every  objection  on  this  head.  Witness 
the  Bank  of  Virgmia — bow  effectually  is  such  an 
operation  guarded  against  there  by  such  a  pro- 
vision. 

I  have  no  sympathv  for  the  directors  of  this 
bank,  who  are  said  to  have  improperly  exercised 
this  political  influence — all  ray  sympathies  are  in 
opposition  to  them.  It  is  not  for  the  benefit  of, 
or  tenderness  for  these  directors  that  I  advocate 
the  bill  on  your  table.  I  know  itone  of  them,  nor 
care  anything  about  them,  further  than  not  to  do 
them  injustice.  They  may  have  conducted  them- 
selves exceedingly  improperly — I  believe  tbef 
have  done  so  many  years  past,  on  some  occasions- 
hot  this  is  not  the  way  to  seek  redress  for  their 
misconduct.  Sir,  I  have  heard  of  a  man  who, 
when  irritated,  in  order  to  obtain  satisfaction, 
woi»ld  seat  himself  on  a  chafing-dish  of  hot  coals. 
The  mode  which  is  proposed  to  punish  the  direc- 
tors for  tiieir  real  or  supposed  misconduct  Is 
equally  wise  ii)  this  instance.  I  would  not  injure 
the  public  welfare  and  heap  ruin  on  very  man^ 
innocent  men  fpr  injuries  long  since  committed,  if 
at  all;  by  these  directors,  and  which  never  can  be 
revived.  Besides,  this  evil  is  gradually  correct- 
ing itself.  When  there  was  only  the  Bank  of  the' 
United  States,  or  very  few  others,  the  conse- 
quence was,  that  it  was  a  species  of  favoritism  to 
get  into  the  banks, and  a  privilege  extended  only 
to  particular  friends. 

But  at  the  extent  to  which  banks  are  carried 
at  present  in  the  Northern  ftnd  Middle  States,  to 
which  the  operation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  is  principally  confined,  it  is  not  a  species 
of  favoritism  to  obtain  bank  accommodation.  In 
th'e  city  of  Philadelphia,  befbre  the  late  alarm, 
produced  by  agitating  the  question  we  are  now 
discussing,  every  man  who  could  produce  good 
paper  might  get  as  much  accommodation  as  he 
pleased ;  and  to  this  extent  banks  should  always 
oe  carried  if  once  commenced.  This  is  a  remedy 
for  favoritism,  and  prevents  the  bank  from  being 
formidable  as  a  political  engine.  If  we  go  to 
banking  at  all,  let  it  be  so  that  all  good  paper 
can  be  accommodated.  When  the  banks  com- 
pete for  paper,  it  is  then  not  a  system  of  favorit- 
ism. They  rather  seek  for  ciistomersahan  select 
them.  Such  was  the  situation  of  Philadelphia* 
What  is  the  consequence  of  a  contrary  system 
in  Richmond  ?  In  consequence  of  the  erection 
of  a  bank  there  with  a  little  capital,  the  dis- 
counts got  into  the  hands  of  a  few  favorites,  and 
Richmond  is  stated  by  some  to  have  almost  be- 
come a  nest  of  shavers.  Those  persons  who  are 
favorites  go  into  the  bank.get  accommodated  with 
large  discounts,  on  the  strength  of  which  they 
shave  thepaper  of  others ;  but  m  Philadelphia  the 
situation  is  essentially  different,  from  the  redun- 
dancy of  banking  capital ;  thus  the  evil  of  politi- 
I  cal  oppression  and  intolerance,  to  whicn  the 
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Baakof  the  Uoited  States  is  said  to  be  instrti- 
mental,  is  cured  by  the  establishment  of  other 
banks;  but  it  is  possible  that  to  a  certain  extent 
the  undue  influence  of  banks  generally  may  be 
Tevired  by  putting  down  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  creattnff  a  want  of  banking  capital  in 
the  community.  If  there  be  a  greater  demand 
for  discounts  than  can  be  met  by  the  remaioiog 
banks  after  that  of  the  United  States  is  destroyed, 
then  you  revive  with  the  remaining  banks  that 
power  of  political  influence  and  favoritism  which 
you  are  so  anxious  to  avoids  and  increase  the 
calamity  you  deprecate  by  the  very  means  you 
take  to  avoid  it. 

In  a  perfectly  well  regttlated  state  of  society, 
it  seems  to:  me  things  should  be  so  ordered,  if  it 
can  be  effected,  that  every  individual  of  the  com- 
munity should  obtain  loans  of  money,  on  reason- 
able interest,  to  any  extent  for  which  he  can 
give  ample  security.    In  such  a  state  of  things^ 
an  opportunity  is  afforded  to  bring  into  action, 
and  to  deV€ilope  all  the  resources  of  the  nation, 
to  improve  its  affricalturej  its  manufactures,  its 
commerce,  and  all  the  social  arts,  to  the  greatest 
possible  extent.    Such  was  the  state  of  Holland, 
such  the  state  of  England  before  the  present  dis- 
turbances in  Europe;  and  mark  the  result.    Each 
country  polished  and  improved  like  a  garden, 
their  cominerce  extending  over  the  world,  and 
all  the  discoveries  and  arts  which  enrich  and 
adorn  social  life  carried  almost  to  the  utmost 
limit  of  perfection. .  This  state  of  things  can  be 
effected  in  this  country  only  by  the  agency  of 
bank!«.     As  we  are  every  day  increasing  our 
population,  commerce,  and  agriculture,  dbc«,  and 
bringing  into  action  an  increased  quantity  of  ob- 
jects on  which  money  can  be  advantageously 
employed,  a  proportionably  increased  quantity  of 
circulating  medium,  or  of  banking  capital,  is 
necessary  to  keep  pace  with  the  improvements 
and  progress  of  society.     If  this  reasoning  is  just, 
it  is  surely  improper  to  destroy  our  greatest  mon- 
eyed institution,  and  cdosequently  banish  from 
circulation  a  portion  of  the  circulating  medium 
at  a  period  when  the  state  of  the  nation  is  capa- 
ble of  employing  to  useful  purposes  a  larger  capi- 
tal than  at  a  former  period.    If  it  is  apprehended 
that,  by  affording  this  facility  of  borrowing  mon- 
ey, to  the  extent  I  have  insisted  on,  to  every  in- 
dividual who  can  give  security,  incautious  men 
will  ruin  themselves.    I  answer,  they  will  do 
^this  in  any  slate  of  things.    To  argue^against  the 
use  of  an  institution  from  the  possible  abuse  of 
it,  is  not  a  just  mode  of  reasoning.    A  sensual- 
ist may  destroy  himself  by  excesses  in  the  en- 
joyment of  the  table,  yet  moxe  temperate  men 
will  eat  their  dinner.    That  society  should  be 
deprived  of  the  use  of  an  institution,  from  which 
its  prudent  members  can  obtain  great  advantage, 
because  imprudent  people  will  be  ruined  by  it.  is, 
to  tax  the  valuable  members  of  the  community 
for  the  benefit  of  the  unworthy.    I  am  informed, 
Mr.  President,  that  for  some  years  past,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  any  citizen  ot  that  Stale 
could  obtain,  on  good  security,  from  the  banks  as 
mpch  money  as  he  wanted.    Sir,  what  astonish- 


ing progress  has  she  made  in  every  kind  of  im- 
provement and  in  every  species  of  wealth  !    Look 
at  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent, 
whose  apprehensions  about  banking  institutions 
have  maae  her  averse  to  the  extension  of  sack 
establishments.    The  result  has  been  that,  not- 
withstanding she  is.  perhaps,  the  j^reatesi  agri- 
cultural State  in  the  Union,  furnishing  more 
copiously  (and  the  most  valuable)  articles  of  ex- 
port, and  possessed  of  all  the  materials  of  com- 
merce, she  is  destitute,  in  a  comparative  degree, 
of  commerce  itself.    When  cari^>es  of  wheat, 
flour,  or  tobacco,  are  wanted  in  Europe,  a  mer- 
chant of  Philadelphia  is  applied  to  to  furnish 
these  articles,  though  they  are  to  be  purchased  ia 
Virginia.    But  wherefore  ?    Because,  baring  no 
banks  in  Virginia  that  are  adequate  to  the  wants 
of  society,  our  merchants  cannot  afford  to  ad  vaoee 
the  money,  purchase  the  cargo,  and  draw  for  the 
amount.    On  the  contrary  hand,  the  Philadelphia 
merchant  can  go  into  a  bank,  get  as  much  monef 
as  he  wishes  to  "Jturchase  a  cargo  with,  send  it  oa 
to  Virginia  and  make  the  purchase,  and,  after  the 
vessel  is  loaded,  draw  on  the  owner  for  the  amount 
of  the  cargo  and  his  commission.    Comparatively 
speaking,  all  mercantile  profit  is  drawn  from  ns; 
our  produce  is  exported  and  our  imports  imported 
by  the  merchants  of  other  States,  who  derive  all 
the  profits  of  our  commerce,  which,  in  a  different 
state  of  things,  would  remain  with  us  and  con- 
stantly increase  the  wealth  and  resources  of  the 
State.    I  have  been  induced  to  enter  into  this 
train  of  reasoning  and  statement  of  facts,  in  or- 
der more  clearly  to  illustrate  this  position,  to  wi:: 
that  in  order  to  prevent  a  banking  institution  or 
its  directors  from  having  a  political  or  other  im- 
proper influence,  it  was  not  necessary  to  destroy 
an  institution  which  was  in  itself  useful,  but  to 
correct  its  abuses  by  extending  the  banking  pns- 
ciple  till  all  good  paper  could  be  accommodated. 
I  have  stated  that  in  Pennsylvania,  until  the  pres- 
ent alarm  which  this  discussion  has  produced,  any 
person  deserving  credit  could  obtain  it  to  anf  ex- 
tent he  wished.    The  banks  in  such  a  situation 
compete  for  customers ;  and,  in  such  a  state  of 
things,  the  bank,  not  being  able  to  accommodate 
all,  must  select  its  favorites,  which  sives  to  them 
particular  advantages  which  others  oo  not  possess. 
and  enables  them  to  apply  to  usurious  purposes 
the  money  they  get  out  of  the  bank,  by  lending  it 
to  others,  who,  if  there  was  a  sufficiency  of  bank- 
ing capital,  would  themselves  go  into  the  bank 
and  be  accommodated  with  that  very  money  for 
which  they  now  pay  an  usurious  interest.     Such 
a  bank  is  an  evil,  and  in  such  a  state  of  society, 
where  there  exists  such  a  diflicuity  of  loaning 
money,  a  man  worth,  $20,000  may  have  his  for- 
tune sacrificied  to  pay  $5,000.    This  statement 
will  clearly  illustrate  the  object  I  have  in  view, 
which  is,  to  show  that  by  extending  the  banking 
system  to  the  proper  extent,  if  you  once  com- 
mence it,  you  destroy  its  political  influence  and 
prevent  it  from  being  an  instrument  of  either 
public  or  private  oppression.    Such  is  the  situa- 
tion of  the  Bank  or  the  United  States  at  present. 
Whatever  may  be  the  disposition  of  their  direct- 
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on,  tbey  are  iocompetent  for  all  the  parposea  of 
ioflueoce. 

Mr.  GiLsa  said  it  was  with  regret  he  inters 
rupted  his  friend,  but  he  seemed  to  suppose  the 
baokiag  capital  at  Richmond  was  so  small  as  to 
convert  that  city  into  a  society  of  shavers.  This 
was  ooi  correct.  He,  Mr.  G.,  had  a  cooTeraaiion 
wiih  the  president  of  the  bank,  from  whom  he 
understood  that  the  bank  could  do  more  paper 
than  was  offered. to  it. 

Mr.  Bbent  said  he  had  heard  no  positive  in- 
formation as  to  the  fact  he-  stated;  but  it  was 
well  known  that  men  as  good  as  any  io  the  Uni* 
ted  States  liad  not  been  able  to  get  their  paper 
accommodated.  He  knew  the  President  of  the 
bjok,  for  whom  he  had  a  sincere  veneratioo  and 
affection.  No  blame  attached  (o  the  bank.  .  He 
said  that  the  establishment  of  a  bank  anywhere, 
however  pure,  provided  it  was  not  adequate  to 
the  wants  of  society,  would  produce  shaving. 

Mr.B.  said  he  haid  many  other  remarks  which 
he  wished  to  submit,  but  tiie  hour  was  so  far  ad^ 
vaoced  he  would  not  trespass  further  on  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  at  present.  If  a  fit  oppor- 
luoiiy  should  hereafter  occur,  he  might  again 
uke  the  liberty  of  making  a  few  observations  on 
this  subject,  but  he  would  avail  himself  of  this 
occasion  to  say  that  be  did  not  mean  to  make  any 
reflection  on  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia:  thev  were  not  in  the  amalleat  degree  cen- 
surable. He  believed  the  affairs  of  the  bank 
were  ably  and  honorably  eonduoted  by  them. 

^-■■^■■^^ 

Tuesday,  February  19. 

The  credentials  of  John  Condit,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  New 
Jersey,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on 
the  fourth  day  of  March  next;  and  pf  William 
6.  Giles,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Lesisla- 
tare  of  the  Slate  of  Virginia,  for  the  term  of  six 
years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of  March 
next;  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
00  file. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  cause  a  general  index  to 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  be  made,  print- 
ed, and  distributed ;"  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''  An  act  providing  for 
the  sale  of  a  tract  of  Land  lying  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  and  a  tract  in  the  Indiana  Territory;" 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading.  . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  further  provisions  for  the 
disposal  of  the  sections  of  land  heretofore  re- 
served for  the  future  disposition  of  Congress,  and 
for  oiber  purposes. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  bill,  section  1,  line, 
21,  after  the  word  "acre,"  and  strike  out  as 
follows : 

"  Aad  that  the  whole  of  the  purchase  money  shall 
be  paid  bv  the  purchaser  within  three  months  from 
the  day  of  aale,  otharwise  the  siun  deposited  shall  be 


forfeited,  and  the  land  revert  to  the  United  Statesy  in 
the  same  manner  u  is  provided  by  law  in  the  case 
purchasers  of  public  lands  £bu1  to  complete  their  first 
mstalments ;" 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  32, 
nays  2,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Campbell,  Gon- 
dii,. Crawford,  Cutto,  Franklin,  GaiUard,  Oile^  Gil- 
man,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Leib,  Pickering,  Reed,  Smith 
of  Maiyland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Talt,  Taylor,  Tu- 
ner, Whiteside,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bradley  and  Lambert* 

The  bill  having  been  amended,  the  PaBsioENT 
reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  detei- 
mined  in  the  affirmative.  . 

Mr.  Campb£ll,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  author- 
ize the  eleetion  of  sheriffs  in  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory," reported  it  with  an  amendraeat;  which 
was  read. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates/' passed 
on  the  25th  day  of  Februarv,  1791. 

Mr.  Taylor. — Mr.  President :  Although  much 
time  has  been  consumed  in  the  discussion  of  the 
subject  before  us,  and  the  ground  completely  oc- 
cupied by  those  who  have  gone  before  me,  yet 
the  importance  of  the  subject,  the  immense  mag- 
nitude of  the  unhappy  consequences  likely  to 
result  to  the  nation  from  the  rejection  of  the  bill 
on  your  table,  compel  me  to  offer  to  it  all  the  sup- 
port io  my  power..  Indeed,  sir,  to  this  sense  of 
duty  to  the  nation  is  superadded  a  very  sacred, 
and  to  me  indispensable  duty— my  duty  to  the 
State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  repre- 
sent, as  well  as  another  duty,  which,  from  the 
course  the  debate  has  taken,  is  not  to  be  disre- 
garded; I  mean,  sir,  the  duty  which  I  owe  to 
myself. 

I  cannot,  as  other  gentlemen  have  boasted  they 
can,  put  my  hand  into  my  drawer  and  pull  out 
the  instructions  by  which  I  am  to  be  directed  on 
this  important  subject. 

The  State  of  south  Carolina  is  a  very  large 
stockholder  in  some  of  her  State  banks,  and  ira 
selfish  policy,  contracted  to  the  narrow  sphere  of 
the  unique  advantage  in  dollars  and  cents  of  the 
government  of  that  State — in  contradfction  and 
disregard  of  the  great  body  of  her  own  citizens, 
and  the  citizens  of  the  rest  of  the  Slates  in  the 
Union — could  have  weighed  a  moment  with  her 
Legislatui-e,  I  too  migtit  have  been  instructed. 
Let  me  not  be  understood,  Mr.  President,  as 
drawing  any  comparison  between  the  conduct  of 
the  State  of  South  Carolina  and  the  conduct  of 
the  great  and  leading  Slates  who  have  acted 
otherwise;  but  I  must  and  will  tell  of  the  things 
that  I  do  know.  I  rejoice,  sir,  that  the  State 
which  I  come  from  has,  in  this  instance,  been 
actuated  by  that  magnanimity  and  patriotism. 
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which  on  all  former  oeeasioos  has  distingaished 
her  conduct ;  that  neither  selfishness,  nor  party 
n^e,  nor  a  spirit  of  intolerance,  has  induced  her 
to  oonnteract  or  embarrass  the  National  Legisla- 
lure  in  its  parsoit  of  the  ereat  object  of  its  insti- 
tution, the  good  of  the  wliole. 

I  hope  it  will  not  be  considered  as  saToring  of 
egotism  when  I  sa^  that  my  appointment  to  the 
Terf  honorable  station  I  now  hold  was  unsolicited 
hj  me.  That  vaj  sentiments  on  the  subject  now 
trader  consideratton  had  been  by  me  unequivo- 
cally expressed  at  the  last  session  of  Coneress, 
and  were  well  known  to  those  who  appointed  me. 
Nay,  further,  after  my  yenerable  and  respected 

Siredeeessor  had  resigned  his  seat  here,  and  had 
eclined,  also,  his  appointment  for  the  ensuing 
six  years,  pending  the  election  of  a  successor  to 
him,  and  when  my  name  was  held  in  nomina- 
tion, a  resolution  was  offered,  similar  to  those 
which  we  hare  heard  so  much  talk  about,  pro- 
posing to  instruct  the  Senators  of  that  State  to 
oppose  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  Thia  resolution,  as  1  am 
informed,  lay  on  the  Speaker's  table  when  the 
election  was  gone  into.  I  was  elected,  and  the 
proposers  of  the  resolution  had  not  power  nor 
influence  enough  to  raise  it  from  the  table  on 
which  it  lay,  and  it  died  stillborn  at  the  end  of 
the  session  \  and  if  I  were  to  make  an  inference 
at  all  on  these  transactions,  1  should  suppose 
I  was  tacitly  instructed  to  vote  for  the  renewal 
of  the  bank  charter.  But  I  seek  not  the  i^void- 
ance  of  responsibility.  It  is  here,  sir,  in  mv  own 
hosom,  I  have  instructions  paramount  to  all  oth- 
ers. My  beloved  country  has  rested  the  matter 
here,  and  my  gratitude  is  superadded  to  all  other 
tnoral  obligations  operating  on  me  to  perform  this 
trust,  aofl  to  execute  this  duty  with  faithfulness. 
I  find  the  authority  of  Congress  to  granl  this 
charter  in  the  same  sections  of  the  Constitution 
which  the  gentlemen  who  have  gone  before  me 
have  pointed  out  to  you.  In  section  seven,  clause 
first,  power  is  ^iven  to  Congress  ^  to  lay  and  col- 
'  leet  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the 
'  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
'general  welfare  of  the  United  States;  but  all 
'  duties  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
*  States." 

Clause  second  gives  power  **'  to  borrow  money 
on  the  credit  of  the  United  Stctes."  And,  in  the 
last  clause  of  said  section,  power  is  also  given  to 
make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrvine  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers 
Tested  by  this  Constitution  in  the  Qovernment 
of  the  United  States,  or  any  department  or  officer 
thereof 

Let  us  understand  the  meaning  of  the  words 
HeoMsary  and  proper,  in  the  last  quoted  clause, 
for  upon  a  correct  knowledge  of  these  depends, 
ia  my  opinion,  the  correctness  of  our  conclusions 
OB  this  subject.  The  word  necessary ^  in  its  tech-, 
aical  and  l^al  sense,  in  the  meaning  affixed  to  it 
in  common  parlance,  established  by  usage,  cus- 
tom, reason,  and  the  common  law  or  the  land;  is 
different  and  distinct  from  the  signification  of  the 
ttme  adjective  derived  from  the  substantive  tie- 
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cesedy,  as  used  hy  Hobbes,  Hotehioson,  Home, 
and  the  other  metaphysicians  of  the  last  century. 
It  is  well  known  that  they  used  the  substantive 
neeemUy  as  synonymous  with  the  word  fate^  and 
which  necessity,  according  to  the  opinions  of  one 
party,  controlled  omnipotence  itself.  This  neces- 
sity was  supposed  by  them  co-existent  with  the 
Deity  itself,  not  prospeetire  nor  discretionary, 
bending  in  one  way,  and  in  one  way  only,  all 
substance,  all  matter,  and  al^  spirit.  This  mean* 
ing  of  the  word  is  only  to  be  found  with  these 
metaphysicians  and  philosophers ;  but  in  oar  law  , 
books,  in  the  daily  and  boariy  nse  of  the  word  in 
common  conversation,  it  has  no  such  mean  in*,  i 
When  the  old  Congress  passed  the  conditional 
charier — which  I  admit  they  had  not  a  delegated 
power  to  grant,  hot  which  is  fully  in  point,  both  as 
to  the  signification  of  the  word  and,  also,  of  their 
opinion  of  the  necessity,  and  even  indispeosable- 
ness  of  a  bank  for  the  administering  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  the  nation-^in  the  conclusion  of  the  pre- 
amble they  say  that  the  exigencies  of  the  United 
States  reader  it  indispensably  necessary  lo  pass  the 
act,  ^•;  and  in  the  laws  passed  during  that  period, 
when  this  GoTprnment  was  ia  the  habit  of  fol- 
lowing the  English  custom  of  beginning  the  laws 
by  a  preamble,  yoa  find  the  word  nec^gmuj  osed 
as  synonymous  to  expediency — practical  expedi- 
ency, (see  Laws  of  the  United  States,  vol  1«  page 
247 ;  idem^  pa^  276^)  in  fact,  among  frail  mor- 
tals with  falliole  judgments  like  ours.  With 
any  beings  endited  with  less  than  omniscieoce, 
the  word  necessary  mast  be  only  applicable  to 
the  honest  Judgment  we  caa  make  up  eoaeern- 
ing  the  subject  to  which  we  apply  it ;  io  oihet 
words,  it  Is  resolvable  into  that  sound  diacretioa 
with  which,  as  moral  agents,  we  are  in  the  first 
instance  intrusted  by  our  Maker,  and  in  the  in- 
stance now  before  us,  we  are  intrusted  with  by 
the  Constitution  and  by  the  citizens  who  have 
sent  us  here  to  transact  their  business.  But  the 
rigid  necessity  which  our  opponents  wish  to  en- 
force on  us,  this  metaphysical  necessity,  most, 
from  its  very  nature,  be  immutable ;  it  must  be 
unique,  and  could  not  exist  in  a  f^reater  or  teas 
degree;  and}  therefore,  the  word  joined  to  it  in 
the  Constitution  (proper)  could  have  no  mean- 
ing at  all.  The  laws,  to  be  passed,- mast  be. neces- 
sary, is  the  only  one  way  given  under  heaven  by 
which  you  are  to  effect  the  end  desired ;  in  other 
words,  the  law  muftt  be  imposed  by  Fate.  It  is 
perfect  nonsense  to  sav  that  there  is  a  latitude 
left  with  us  to  judge  whether  such  a  law  is  prop- 
er or  improper.  I  have,  I  think,  brought  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  necessary  to  the  level  and  with- 
in the  comprehension  of  frail  human  intellect. 
The  signification  of  the  word  proper  I  take  lo 
contain  the  description  of  the  measure  or  law  to 
which  it  is  applied,  in  the  following  respects: 
'whether  the  law  is  in  conformity  to  the'  letter, 
the  spirit,  and  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution; 
whether  it  will  prodoce  the  good  end  desired  in 
the  most  ready,  easy,  and  convenient  mode,  that 
we  are  acquainted  with.  Let  us  apply  these  defi- 
nitions to  the  matter  in  hand, 
I     Our  opponents  have  admitted  that  banks  are 
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aecessary  to  r«eetre  and  take  care  of  tba  revenue 
of  the  nation.  Ther  hare,  by  their  statements, 
ahowa  that  there  is  little  more  than  one-half  of 
the  amount  of  specie  in  the  country  which  the 
national  rerenue  rises  to  annually,  and  the  bur* 
•den  of  the  sonff  is,  that  State  banks  will  do. 

Banks  are,  their,  necessary  and  proper  for  the 
eolleetio;,  transmitting,  and  safe  keeping  of  the 
rerenoe.  Banks  are  created  by  law.  Congress, 
by  the  Constitution,  hare  the  right  of  passing 
laws  necessary  and  proper  for  the  foregoing  pur- 
poses, Banka  are  necessary  and  proper  for  these 
purpoies;  therefore.  Congress  have  the  right  of 
passing  a  law  to  make  a  bank  or  banks.  But,  the 
power  of  granting  charters  and  creating  eorpo- 
rations  is  the  exercise  of  the  htffhest  act  of  sor- 
ereignty  say  our  opponents.  I  know  no  scale  by 
which  these  acts  of  sovereiffnty  are  graduatedi 
The  power  of  legislation  implies  sovereignty,  and 
the  description  of  a  high  law  and  a  low  law  is 
kardly  to  be  found  in  any  book  I  have  yet  met 
with.  I  will  not  dwell  on  this  topic'  The  ar^ 
^mcDU  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Brsnt)  on  this  point  are  unanswerable.  It  in 
curious  to  observe  the  extremes  to  which  some 
of  our  statesmen  carried  their  doctrioe  twenty 
years  ago,  on  this  subject  of  charters  and  corpo- 
rmtiona;  and  I  hare  recently  met  with  some  who 
deny  that  any  Oovemment  has  the  right  to  grant 
them.  Our  little  town  corpora tktpt,  and  our  city 
corporations,  in  the  State  I  tire  in,  have  had  to 
pass  duongh  the  legal  ordeal  to  satisfy  the  doubts 
of  those  who  entertain  this  opinion.  But  now, 
all  the  Stttes  undoubtedly  exercise  it,  or  rather, 
they  have  continued  to  exercise  it  from  their  first 
existence.  So  have  we,  in  legislating  for  this 
Territory.  If  this  power  is  derived  from  the 
broad  terms  of  th^  grant  to  pass  laws  for  this 
District,  in  all  cases  whatsoever ;  and  if  the  un- 
limited,  unrestricted  f^rant  thus  made,  is  supposed 
to  dob  us  with  the  higher  or  quintessential  sov- 
ereignty, I  think  it  would  not  be  a  diflkalt  mat- 
ter to  prove  that  this  broad  grant  is,  in  fact,  as 
much  limited  and  restricted,  according  to  its 
nature,  as  the  grant  of  |M>wer  in  the  concluding 
clause  of  the  eighth  section,  whi^h  I  have  before 
cited. 

CaD  Congress  even  pass  a  law  respecting  the 
Territory  of  Colombia,  which,  according  to  their 
opinions,  shall  not  be  necessary  and  pro]>er  ?  The 
wdl-beiog  of  iu  citizens,  or  the  well-bein^  of  the 
citizeos  of  thc'whole  nation,  (for  even  legislating 
the  Territory  into  non-existence,  if  we  could  do 
so,)  these  would  be  the  motives;  in  fact  the 
Legislature  must  be  non  campoe  mentia,  who 
could  or  would  assign  as  a  general  reason,  for 
any  of  its  acts,  one  opposite  to  this  one  of  its  be- 
ing necessary  and  proper. 

Great  stress  is  laid  on  that  amendment  of  the 
-Constitution,  which  says,  that  all  power  not  ex* 
pressly  granted  shall  be  retained,  dbe.  Either  the 
general  clause  I  have  relied  on  gives* power  or 
u  does  not ;  if  it  did  not  give  power  whv  was  this 
amendment  made  ?  And  if  it  did,  and  tnis  power 
was  offensive,  ithy  was  it  not  stricken  out  when 
the  amendment  was  made  ?   Bai  if  it  expleaaly 


gave  power,  which  I  contend,  its  being  suffered 
to  remain  is  proof  that  it  was  not  the  design  of 
the  amendment  to  take. away  the  power  given* 
Could  not  the  Territory  of  Columbia  have  been 
governed  without  erecting  a  single  corporationi 
in  it?  I  don't  mean  well  governed.  But  was 
there  that  fatal  necessity;  tnat  command  from 
Jove, 

**  Ye  fates  fulfil  it,  and  ye  powers  approve,** 

to  erect  corporations?  This  legislation  toereet 
corporations  beii>e,  according  to  our  opponents} 
eui  generiej  not  ofthe  ordinary  kind,  and  only  to 
be  exercised  where  the  express  authority  is  given 
bv  the  Constitution,  I  ask  gentlemen  to  show  the 
clause  in  the  Constitution  which  expressly  gives 
us  the  power  to  perform  this  subiimnted  act  of 
legislation  in  this  Territory  any  more  than  itt 
any  other  part  of  the  United  States;  and  yet  at 
this  very  session  we  have  sent  an  armful  of  theae 
high  acts.  The  shelves  of  the  office  of  the  Sec- 
retary groan  under  the  pile  of  charters  we  have 
granted. 

I  said  it  was  eauy  to  prove  that  the  broad  grant 
^iven  to  Congress  to  legislate  for  this  Territory 
in  all  cases  whatsoever^  was  restricted  and  paled 
in  by  the  Constitution.  Congress  cannot  make 
the  duties  here  on  imports  less  or  greater  than 
elsewhere  in  the  United  Smtes-^imports  and 
taxes  must  he  eoual,  dtc. — nor  deprive  the  cita« 
zens  thereof  of  the  right  to  a  trial  by  jury,  nor 

frant  them  titles  of  nobility ;  and  yet  the  inei* 
cuts  here  alluded  to  would  come  under  the 
description  in  the  clause  '*  of  all  cases  whatso* 
ever."    In  truth,  air,  there  is  not  a  scintilla  of  the 
spiriti  nor  a  single  word  or  letter  of  the  Consti* 
ttttioa,  that  loses  its  power  and  sanction  upon 
our  eottduct  in  legiaCuing   in  this  particular. 
There  b  no  mo>e  a  power  given  as  to  legislate 
ad  libiium  on  this  Territory,  nor  to  derive  ther^ 
forv  poweta  by  implication,  than  is  given  us  in 
the  laws  we  pass  for  the  whole  nation ;  and  if 
this  power,  em  generie^  a(  creating  corporations, 
is  properly  defined  by  our  opponents,  they  oufht 
to  go  back  to  the  works  of  yesterday,  as  welfaa 
to  those  of  twenty  years  standing,  in  order  to  in* 
troduce  their  new  order  of  things.    I  might  here 
draw  a  comparison  of  the  tried  ycheme  of  using 
the  United  States'  Bank,  and  the  untried  scheme 
of  usin^  State  banks  in  aid  of  the  operations  of 
the  National  Treasury ;  but  I  should  only  be  say* 
ing  with  less  force  what  has  been  so  fullv  and  ao 
concluMvely  said  by  the  gentlemen  who  have 
preceded  me.    Suffice  1 1  to  say,  that  for  safe-keep* 
ing,  for  transmission  and  payment  of  the  funds 
to  any  part  of  the  nation,  and  for  enforcing  the 
punctual  payment  by  the  debtors  to  the  customs, 
by  addressing  to  those  debtors  the  arguments  to 
the  sense  of  honor  and  shame,  and  also  to  their 
interest,  to  wii:  by  denying  them  credit  in  the 
bank  on  failure  in  punctuality— -all  these  have 
been  afforded  to  the  Oovemment  without  its  ior 
curring  therefor  one  cent's  expeitfse.    Are  we 
sure  the  State  banks  can  or  will  do  this  ?    I  beg 
pardon  of  the  Senate  for  detaining  them  on 
topicn  not  new.    As  this  ie  mtde  a  case  of  ood* 
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seience,  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  be  thus  partic- 
ular. I  have  DO  besiiatioo  in  saying,  we  have 
the  right  to  act  oo  this  subject,  toasmuch  as  I 
think  the  bank  is  both  necessary  and  proper  for 
the  purposes  above  referred  to. 

To  me  it  appears  that  this  power  is  expressly 
granted ;  we  derive  it  not  by  implication ;  but 
our  opponents,  in  fact,  are  pressed  to  the  neces- 
stty  of  using  implication  to  come  at  the  denial 
they  set  up  against  the  exercise  by  Congress  of 
Ibis  power. 

1  say,  further,  that  this  institution  is  necessary 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  effect  another  gene- 
ral power,  viz :  The  power  to  borrow  money  on 
the  credit  of  the  United  States. 

I  am  one  of  those,  Mr.  President,  who  have 
always  thought  a  superabunitant  Treasury  was 
no  national  blessing.  It  is  very  easily  to  be  de- 
monstrated that  as  to  the  effect  of  accumulating 
national  wealth,  one  dollar  in  the  pockets  of  our 
citizens  would  add  twice  as  much  to  the  common 
stock  as  the  same  sum  takeh  from  them  and 
lodged  in  the  strong  box  of  the  Treasurv.  None 
bat  the  nerve  of  a  rigorous  and  miserly  despot, 
such  as  was  the  father  of  Frederick  the  Great,  of 
Prussia,  could  erer  keep  it  together  after  it  was 
collected.  I  fear  that  we  Republicans  are  so 
generous  in  our  natures,  that  in  some  way  or 
other,  for  some  favorite  project  of  a  fortification 
or  ibrtifications,  whether  by  land  or  water,  we 
should  let  it  gt),  and  think,  too,  we  were  doing 
the  greatest  possible  good  with  it.  For  sudden 
emergencies  then,  I  conclude,  while  our  Govern- 
ment lasts,  we  shall  have  to  anticipate  by  loans, 
taking  care,  as  I  hope  we  always  shall,  and  as  we 
have  done,  to  pro?ide  for  the  early  release  of  the 
Government  from  such  obligations,  which  the 
necessary  or  sudden  emergencies  are  not  to  be 
auffered  to  accumulate.  The  Bank  of  the  Untied 
States  serves  for  effecting  both  objects — quick 
and  reasonable  loans.  One  clause  of  the  bill 
compeb  the  bank  to  loan  to  the  United  States 
the  amount  of  half  its  eapiial;  and  the  form  of 
these  loans,  as  heretofore  practised  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, is  by  a  mere  entry  in  the  bank  books, 
and  in  the  books  of  the  Treasuty  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  money  borrowed,  and  the  interest 
stated,  which  ispayablelhereon;  in  other  words, 
there  is  no  transferable  stock  delivered  out,  and 
which  the  Government  cannot  redeem  whenever 
it  pleases.  I  ask  gentlemen,  if  the  Government 
is  not  bound  to  provide  the  means  necessary  and 
proper  of  exercising  this  power  of  borrowing,  and 
whether  there  can  any  way  be  devised,  a  more 
proper  mode  for  the  advantage  of  the  nation,  than 
the  plai)  proposed ;  and  will  not  this  ready  re- 
source, which  we  have  for  five,  six,  or  seven  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  seive  to  keep  off  the  pressure  and 
the  combination  of  individual  rapacity  and  of 
individual  concert  and  cabal,  with  which  your 
efforts  to  borrow  may  be  met  by  the  large  capi- 
talists, and  give  to  Government  time  to  borrow 
even  irom  foreigners,  if  with  them  we  can  make 
a  better  bargain  for  the  nation?.  I  know  some 
gentlemen  talk  largely  of  the  vast  sums  of  money 
whieh  out  citizens,  have*  ready  to  pour  into  the 


lap  of  the  Government,  if  to  them  it  should  ap- 
ply for  a  loan.  The  same  boasting  took  place  at 
the  time  this  Government  made  its  only  experi- 
ment to  borrow  money  from  its  citizens.  Ye?, 
sir,  when  there  was  a  mighty  rage  against  France, 
and  the  Government  was  urged  into  the  expen- 
sive measures  of  that  day,  the  experiment  was 
made,  and  we  had  to  give  usury— sir.  we  bad  t» 
give  an  interest  of  two  per  cent,  moire  than  the 
leeal  interest  in  the  States  where  the  loan  vras 
effected.  The  present  crisis  is  an  awful  one. 
The  system  of  non-importation  is  now  in  opera- 
tion, which  hermetically  seals  the  lid  of  your 
Treasury  box  to  the  admission  of  revenue.  It  is 
known  we  shall  have  to  borrow  money.  And 
after  you  put  down  this  bank,  where  is  the  loan- 
ing capital  of  the  nation  to  be  found?  I'll  tell 
you  where ;  it  is  under  the  management  of  the 
State  banks,  and  those  banks,  at  least  in  the 
largest  money-holding  State  in  the  Union,  (Penn- 
sylvania,) are  precluded  from  loaning  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  unless  by  consent  of  the  Legislature. 
Will  you  go  to  those  gentle  and  good  souls,  who 
give  to  the  distressed  the  good  bargains  which 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smitb)  told 
us  of?  Will  you  apply  to  the  mercy  and  kind* 
ness  and  patriotism  of  those  ravenous  sharks  and 
shavers,  who  are  even  considered  as  acting  very 
moderately  when  thcv  take  from  the  distressed 
their  one  and  an  half  per  cent,  per  month,  or 
eighteen  per  cent,  per  year,  for  the  use  of  their 
money?  I  don't  expect  much  patriotic- support 
from  such  men  as  these ;  they  would  spurn  you 
with  contempt,  if  you  offered  them  your  pitiful 
and  beggarly  six  per  cent.  But  the  State  banks 
are  the  panacea  for  all  difficulties — they  may 
lend  you  the  money  you  want,  provided  you  get 
the  consent  of  the  State  which  granted  their 
charters.  But  all  the  States  have  not  restricted 
their  banks  from  ietiding  tooney  to  the  United 
States.  I  am  contemplating  this  not  for  a  day 
only.  Do  you  believe  that  New  York  or  Mary- 
land, after  experiencing  the  effect  which  this 
controlling  power  of  the  State  over  the  money  of 
its  citizens  shall  have  on  the  General  Govern- 
ment, will  act  so  unwisely  as  to  forego  the  ad- 
vantage of  influence  in  the  Union  derived  from 
their  dollars  and  eagles,  and  act  so  unjustly  to 
themselves  as  not  to  follow  the  example  ?  Why. 
sir,  not  for  selfishness-sake,  but  for  the  sake  ot 
fair  play,  they  ought  and  would  do  it.  The  States 
ought  as  little  to  disparage  us  in  the  exercise  of 
our  legitimate  functions  as  we  them — yet,  by  the 
operation  of  these  State  charters,  millions  of  money 
are  pot  out  of  our  reach  unless  by  their  consent — 
wht'o,  by  the  Constitution,  we  are  undeniably 
permitted  to  borrow  money.  Are  we  come  to 
this — that  this  meagre  and  grim  demon,  this  Dr. 
Snatchaway,  who  not  only  denies  the  powers 
derived  incidentally,  (although  we  have  exer- 
cised them  thousands  of  times,)  but  before  whom 
withers  and  perishes  the  powers  expressly  grant- 
ed; that  (his  Devil  Doctor  is  even  now  about  to 
renew  to  us  the  distress  of  the  honest  Governor 
described  by  the  inimitable  Cervantes? 
1  beseech  gentlemen,  not  to  bring  ott  a  premature 
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old  age  in  this  Governmeat ;  I  beseech  them,  not 
to  disfranchise  the  Governmenl  of  the  necessary 
powers  for  carr^ring  it  into  effect,  and  not  to  tlirow 
away  the  experience  and  the  acquiescence  of  the 
naiioD  for  twenty  y^ears  duration ;  and  I  most  fer- 
vently beg  that  this  power  should  not  be  surren- 
dered to  the  great  and  leading  States  because 
they  have  incoilsi<]erately  asked  for  it ;  that  Con- 
gress will  not,  in  imitation  of  the  good  old  Lear, 
yield  to  the  members  of  our  family  what  is  whole- 
some and  necessary  for  supporting  our  own  house- 
hold. Soon,  very  soon,  toe  eyes  or  ears  of  one 
or  more  of  the  members  of  our  family  may  be 
offended  at  thesi^ht  of  our  committees,  our  men- 
dicaot  missions  lounging  about  the  lobbies  and 
galleries  of  the  State  Legislatures,  as  some  of  us 
have  been  offended  at  the  presence  of  the  mis- 
sionaries lounging  about  our  galleries;  we,  who 
are  now  sopplicatcd,  will  then  be  supplicators. 
While  we  succumb  to  the  views  or  prejudices,  or 
State  policy  of  each  particular  State,  from  whence 
we  implore  the  permission  to  borrow,  we  may 
succeed;  but,  act  independently,  run  counter  to 
their  local  feelings,  they  will  not  lend  you  a  doii. 
Think  you,  sir,  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
would  have  consented  to  your  making  a  loan  from 
its  banks  at  the  period  at  which  General  Bright 
was  io  battle  array  against  your  authority  ? 
Thick  yoQ,  that  Massachusetts  would  have  treats 
ed  your  beggars  kindly  during  the  embargo  fer- 
ment? Would  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
witb  his  hi^h  standing  in  that  State,  the  turn  of 
whose  poWicff,  he  says,  may  depend  upon  the  con- 
tinuing of  this  bank^could  he,  sir,  with  all  his 
eommercial  knowledge  and  the  eloquence  he  di»- 
plays,  have  obtained  the  grant  of  a  f  ivor  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  about  two  years 
ago?  Ah  no  I  sir.  When  civil  broils,  when  po- 
litical iniolerance  and  party  rage,  shall  pervade 
a  Legislature,  they  will  act  as  other  men,  and  if 
excited  only  to  the  height  which  the  newspapers 
^em  anxious  to  excite  them  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, there  might  be  rashness  enough,  found  to 
induce  them  to  use  your  messenger  as  was  used 
the  good  old  Kent,  when  supplicating  in  the  cause 
of  his  houseless  roaster.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Giles)  has  called  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  9ih  article  of  the  amendments 
of  the  Constitution,  viz:  "the  enumeration  in  the 
Constitution  of  certain  rights  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by  the 
people."  Now  Congress  have  the  power  to  bor- 
row money,  and/rowi  plain  and  necessary  impli- 
fa^ion,  though  not  by  express  delegation,  (such  as 
« required  by  gentlemen  in  the  instance  before 
OS.)  we  have  the  power  to  fix  the  rate  of  interest 
to  be  given  ;  yet  the  State  Legislatures  have  the 
power  to  fix  the  rate  of  interest  which  their  cit- 
izens lending  money  shall  receive,  and  have  fixed 
aDd  established  that  rate,  and  enforced  the  provi- 
sions on  this  subject  by  severe  penalties.  I  know 
Boi  how  Mr.  Adams  found  the  States  so  much 
asleep  to  their  rights  when  he  tempted  their  cilr 
izens  to  become  usurers,  and  this  too  in  denial 
and  disparagement  of  State  powers  actually  ex- 
ercised.   If  the  present  vigilance  had  then  been 


exerted,  I  should  suppose  he  was  very  Iticky  that 
he  was  not  as  much  harassed  as  were  some  of'the 
victims  under  his  sedition  law.  Carry  this  doc- 
trine of  rigid  construction  in  respect  to  this  in- 
stance of  collision  of  State  and  United  States 
authorities  to  the  extent  contended  for  by  the  op* 
posers  of  the  bill — enforce  to  the  fullest  extent, 
according  to  its  obvious  meaning,  the  amendment 
last  quoted,  and  we  shall  be  surrounded  with  pow- 
ers which  we  dare  not  use.  We  may  borrow;, 
but  the  citizens  will  not  lend  for  the  legal  interest 
established  by  law — their  States  prohibit  thei9 
lendin|;  at  an  usurer's  interest,  and  impose  heavy 
penalties  if  thev  do ;  or,  to  embarrass  the  Generat 
Government,  tne  States  or  some  of  them  holding 
the  moneyed  capital  may  prohibit  individuals  as 
they  have  prohibited  the  banks  from  lending  to 
us,  ajnd  thus  benumb  all  our  energies.  In  tact, 
sir,  the  doctrines  and  notions  I  have  heard  en- 
forced here^  seem  calculated  to  place  us  in  the 
situation  ot  the  miserable  Tantalus;  the  limpid 
and  wholesome  stream  is  within  our  reach,  but 
we  dare  not  reach  out  our  hands  to  take  up  a  drop 
to  cool  our  tongues^  destined  to  the  sufferance  of 
eternal  thirst.  Let  me  now  inquire  how  the  de- 
struction of  this  bank  is  to  operate  on  the  natioo 
at  large.  By  the  minute  detail  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  of  the 
mode  and  manner,  and  by  what  commercial  op- 
erations, the  foreign  capital  in  this  bank  is  to  find 
its  way  out  of  the  country,  I  take  it  to  be  one  of 
his  motives  for  putting  down  this  bank,  that  the 
foreign  capital  should  be  drawn  out  of  the  coua- 


upon  tne  loreign  mnuence  wnicn  ne  ailegt 
foreign  capital  brings  into  the  country ;  and  yet 
neither  he  nor  any  one  who  has  cried  aloud  against 
this  sin  has  produced  a  single  instance  of  a  lor- 
eign stockholder  having  exerted  his  influence 
against  the  Government  of  this  country.  (Bar* 
ing^s  book  on  American  affairs  might  be  adduced 
as  nn  instance  of  the  opposite  effect  produced.) 

The  farthest  that  the  assertions  go,  is  that  our 
own  citizens,  Federal  bank  directors,  may  have 
exerted  their  influence,  and  they  and  their  mone^, 
which  is  not  proposed  to  be  annihilated  by  this 
bill,  may,  and  probably  will  be  brought  to  bear 
against  us  again  and  again ;  and  the  only  remedy 
I  see  would  be  to  kill  them  and  take  their  money — 
this  would  effectually  destroy  their  influence.  To 
return,  sir,  to  the  grand  object  of  drawing  out 
seven  millions  and  upwards  of  foreign  capital 
from  this  country.  I  know  that  some  have  as- 
serted with  great  confidence  that  the  section  of 
the  Union  North  and  East  of  this  is  saturated 
with  ^moneyed capital^  domesticated^  sufiicient  for 
all  the  purposes  of  its  citizens.  I  cannot  prove 
that  this  is  incorrect,  but  from  the  anxiety  shown 
by  those  people  on  the  subject  now  before  us. 
by  the  moderate  18  per  cent,  loans  we  have  heard 
of,  I  should  remain  a  perfect  TVwmas  as  to  the 
correctness  of  this  assertion.  Let  me  speak  of 
those  States  concerning  which  I  am  better  in- 
formed—I  begin  with  Virginia  because  it  is  near- 
est.   This  State  is  indented  with  the  finest  bays 
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and  rivers  in  the  worlds  her  shores  are  bold  and 
her  .waters  deep,  affording  ports  and  harbors  in 
more  abundance  than  are  to  oe  found  in  any  State 
of  the  Union.  Look  at  the  weisht  of  tonnage  em- 
g)loyed  in  carrying  to  the  Old  \Yorld  the  ioamense 
proceeds  of  this  prodoctire  country;  their  citizens 
•equal  in  intellect  and  enterprise  to  any  in  the 
^orld.  What  is  the  reason  tnat  they  pay  a  tran- 
:ait  duty  annually  to  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
Baltimore,  to  more  than  double  the  amount  of 
Cheir  State  bank  stock,  in  profits  to  the  shipping 
cnerchants  in  those  cities,  in  freights  coastwise 
of  the  produce,  and  in  the  freight  also  coastwise 
of  European  supplies?  Does  this  evidence  no 
want  of  commercial  moneyed  capital  within  the 
reach  of  the  citizens?  Travel  through  it,  com- 
pare  it  with  the  Northern  Stales — at  every  step 
you  see  apparent  theilisad  vantages  it  labors  under 
m  this  respect.  Why.  sir,  the  circumstance  of 
the  basin  at  Richmona,  with  a  fall  of  nearly  one 
hundred  feet,  remaining  for  ten  years  a  stagnant 
pool  within  the  heart  of  her  capital  cit^^  when 
with  this  power  mbre  machinery  than  is  to  be 
found  in  half  the  manufacturing  towns  of  Eng- 
land might  be  propelled,  teUa  the  secret. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  the  trade  of  North, 
Carolina,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  vessels  with 
naval  stores  and  lumber,  makes  its  humble  attorn- 
ment to  the  city  of  New  York.  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia  hav^e  a  small  portion  of  their  com- 
merce direct  with  Europe;  but  the  thousands  of 
bags  of  cotton  shipped  from  the  ports  of  Philadel- 
phia, New  York,  and  Boston,  the  circumstance 
of  there  being  eleven  packets  constantly  trading  to 
I9ew  York  alone  from  Savannah,  and  as  many 
or  more  from  Charleston,  show  plainly  that  this 
transit  duty  is  paid  by  us  also.  The  French  Em- 
fteror  knows  this  as  well  as  we  do  ourselves,  and 
nis  provision  .for  admitting  cotton  from  New 
York  is  not  because  be  did  not  know  the  article 
did  not  grow  there;  but  because  he  knew  the 
capital  there  acted  like  a  loadstone  and  drew  the 
article  from  the  States  in  which  it  grew.  I  do 
not  mention  these  things  invidiously ;  I  wish  pro»- 

ferity  to  those  cities  as  well  as  to  the  whole 
Jnion— but  protract  not  the  growth  of  other 
parts  of  the  United  States  by  driving  out  the 
means  from  the  country  by  which  they  have 
grown,  and  which,  if  let  alone,  might  be  extended 
to  us  also..  No  man  who  has  attentively  consid- 
ered the  rise,  progress,  and  growth  of  these  States, 
from  their  first  colonization  to  thejpresent  period, 
can  deny  that  foreign  capital^  ay,  British  capital^ 
has  been  the  pap  on  which  we  first  f«d.  the 
atrong  aliment  which  supported  and  stimulated 
oar  exertions  and  industry  even  to  the  present 
day.  The  Southern  people,  although  they  have 
received  the  goods  and  sold  their  crops  to  Brit- 
ish agents  and  British  factors,  whether  in  their 
own  cities  or  those  further  north,  are  not  the  less 
republican,  nor  the  less  independent  in  their  poli- 
tics, nor  the  less  free  from  foreia;n  partialities.  I 
Will  here  mention  a  fact  which  I  happen  to  re- 
member, which,  amouj^  ten,  thousand  other  in- 
stances, might  be  mentioned  of  the  henefit  deriv- 
ed to  the  Country  by  the  use  0/  this  detested  for- 


eign capital.  In  the  progress  of  the  digging  of 
the  San  tee  Canal,  the  greatest  work  of  the  kind 
in  America,  the  expense  so  far  exceeded  the  cal- 
culations of  the  company  who  had  undertaken  it, 
that  many  of  the  stockholders,  like  all  sanguioe 
calculators,  were  straitened  in  paying  up  their 
instalments  %s  they  became  due — these  obtained 
accommodation  at  the  bank;  but  even  then  it 
was  found  difficolt  to  progress,  and  at  length  the 
company  actually  borrowed  of  the  braacb  bank 
the  funds  to  complete  it,  and,  unless  it  has  rerf 
lately  paid,  the  company  still  owes  a  very  con- 
siderable sum  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
and  but  for  this  accommodation  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  this  great  work,  which  is  capable 
of  facilitating  to  a  most  convenient  degree  tbe 
transportation  of  the  products  of  nearly  half  tbe 
State  of  South  Carolina,  might  never  nave  been 
accomplished.  We  have  heard  much  of  parties 
and  party  spirit  in  this  discussion.  I'll  tell  yoo, 
sir,  who  wilk compose  the  parties  in  the  imniedi- 
afe  concussion  about  to  be  produced  by  tbe  down- 
fall of  this  bank — the  withdrawal  of  fifteen  mil- 
lions circulating  medium  either  in  actual  paper  ' 
bills,  or  in  bank  credits,  answering  the  full  pQ^ 
pose  of  circulating  medium,  while  the  merchants 
are  under  distress  from  foreign  aggression,  and 
while  the  Government  has  commenced  its  restrict- 
ive system  on  mercantile  operations;  while  it 
will  make  tbe  money  more  scarce,  will  make  ft 
more  dear,  and,  of  coursre,  will  Inake  propertf 
more  cheap;  produce  will  fall;  it  has  fallen  in 
consequence  of  the  anticipations  on  this  subject. 
Th«  small  trader,  and  the  young,  industrious, and 
enterprising  meehanic  and  manufacturer,  whose 
stock  (and  it  is  the  best  stock  in  the  world)  is  bis 
honestv  and  fair  reputaiion,  and  on  which  tbe 
banks  have  advanced  him  money,  must  pay  off 
at  any  and  every  loss,  or  perhaps  buy  bis  money 
at  the  moderate  premium  of  1^,  2,  or  3  per  cent 
a  month.  These  men,  such  as  the  worthy  sop- 
pi  iants  from  Philadelphia  represent,  will  bede 
livered  over  to  be  devoured  by  the  sharks  and  sha- 
vers who  are  now  prowling  for  their  prey  among 
the  distresses  and  calamities  you  are  about  to  in* 
flict  on  that  class  of  citizens,  the  most  worthy  the 
care  of  a  wise  Government.  The  parties  are  tbe 
rich  cash-in-hand  men  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
great  agricultural  and  manufacturing  interest  and 
the  small  traders  on  the  other.  If  I  bad  only 
heard,  and  not  seen  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, (Mr.  Andebson.)  when  delivering  his  oration 
in  praise  of  republican  simplicity,  I  should  have 
thought  we  bad  another  Diogenes  preaching 
from  his  tub;  but  thec«  needs  no  oratory  to  con- 
vince the  mission  in  your  gallery  and  their 
friends  behind  theih,.that,  after  the  big  fish  have 
eaten  the  little  ones,  theyr  will  neither  have  mo- 
tives or  means  for  departing  from  the  chaste  fru- 
gality and  republican  simplicity  of  manners  re- 
commended bv  tbe  words  of  the  gentleman;  it 
will  be  only  tnose  who  have  fattened  upon  the 
spoil  who  can  indulge  in  the  simple  style  and 
main  and  humble  habiliments  of  our  modem 
Diocenes. , 
I  have  said  I  rejoiced  in  the  prosperity  of  every 
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rrt  of  our  UnioB.  Bot,  either  tbe  geDtlemaB  or 
bare  proceeded  toffether  upon  rerf  mistaken 
grounds.  I  thought  the  seizing  of  West  Florida 
was,  among  other  objects,  to  anawer  the  purpose 
of  giring  an  outlet  fur  the  pi-odoeis  of  Tennessee 
and  the  other  Western  States ;  I  thought,  too,  the 

Eurchirse  of  Louisiana  at  fifteen  millioD8,to  be  paid 
y  the  whole  nation,  was  for  this  object  also ;  and 
[  cannot  suppose  that  the  effecting  of  this  object 
would  tend  to  make  the  people  poor,  or  preserve 
imong  them  this  repttblican  simplicity  of  man- 
sers — on  the  contrary,  I  do  hope  and  expect,  that 
it  will  teiHi  to  promote  the  industry  and  enter- 
^rlse  of  (he  ckizens,  ami  develope  the  rast  re- 
iources  of  wealthy  profit,  and  strength  of  our 
irrstern  brethren.  Perhaps  tbe  retolntion  on  our 
ables,  for  imposing  additional  duties  oq  hemp 
lod  hempen  manufactures,  is  also  designed  to  pro- 
note  (he  wise  project  of  keeping  our  western 
>rethren  from  growing  too  rich,  and  thereby 
}reserring  oar  republican  simplicity. 

I  hare  not  yet  done  treating  this  as  a  party  sub-' 
ect.  I  did  not,  it  is  true,  come  here  to  legislate 
or  a  party  or  for  any  particular  Administration— 
>ut  where  I  think  a  measure  is  subrersiTe  of  tbe 
Dterests  of  the  nation,  and  subrersive  of  the  party 
0  which  I  am  attached,  it  is  not  unfair  to  tak^  this 
atier  aspect  into  Yiew  also.  Let  it  be  recollected 
hat  the  present  Administration  have  not  a  single 
eading  (for  they  arrogate  the  term  as  well  as  the 
States)  paper,  republican  ner  federal,  in  the  na- 
ioQ,  except  thepiaper  edited  here,  (which  is  mild 

0  its  tone  and  not  as  yet  disposed  to  rush  into 
be  fire  to  defend  the  powers  that  be ;)  I  eay  let  it 
e  recollected  that  there  is  none  of  these  irres poo* 
ible  dictators  to  public  opinion  who  lift  a  quill 

1  our  cause.  The  constant  theme  is  the  Imse- 
ess  and  tergirversalion  of  the  tenth  and  elev* 
oth  Congress,  and  the  wickedness  and  corruption 
f  the  eer rants  of  the  public,  and  erer  and  anon 
lieir  lash  reaches  beyond  our  shoulder  and  strikes 
he  Executive  alsOi.«but  more  is  coming  yet 
rem  them — thev  hare  shown  their  teeth.  It  is 
rue  we  may  follow  those  calling, tbemselres  re* 
rablican  in  the  vote  which  we  are  now  about  to 
;ive.  But  do  you  think  for  this  act  that  they  will 
comeback  to  your  aid — ^that  they  will  ukeus 
or  better  for  worse?  No,  sir;  when  the  evils 
vhlch  will  be  produced  by  the  rejection  of  this 
)ill,  when  private  distress  and  public  embarrass- 
aeDt  shall  raise  the  outcry,  thev  will  ride  on  the 
iriods  and  direct  the  storm,  ana  will  be  the  first 
:o  cry  out  there  is  no  energy  in  us,  and  to  join 
tny  intrigue  to  hurl  us  from  our  seats.  It  is  easily 
10  be  demonstrated  that  by  the  details  of  tbe  bill 
Ml  your  table,  if  iu  frienas  were  aufiered  to  per- 
fect it.  it  would  produce,  say  in  the  boous,  one 
lod  a  iourth  millions  at  least,  perhaps  two  millions 
}f  dollars — premium  on  the  five  milltons  of  stock 
to  be  created,  two  and  half  millions.  In  the  whole, 
at  the  lowest  calculation,  three  and  three-fourths 
millions  of  dollars,  which  will  be  given  up,  lost 
lad  abandoned  by  us.  Will  gentlemen  recollect 
that  only  half  of  this  sum,  taken  from  the  people 
by  the  direct  tax.  harried  Mr.,  Adams  and  nts 
friends  to  their  political  death  ?    And  the  people 


are  not  such  Cools  as  not  to  see  that  what  is  taken 
away  from  the  Treasury  is  taken  from  their 
pockcts^-yoo  may  disguise  it  as  you  will  by  pro- 
crastinating loans,  it  will  not  escape  therr  detec* 
tion. 

And  for  whom  is  this  mighty  sacrifice  to  be 
made.  If  the  ministering  to  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  is  worth  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  so  much  that  it  wilt  accept  the  terms 
above-mentioned,  and  3rou  resolve  to  employ 
others  to  do  the  same  thing,  is  this  office,  worth 
so  much  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  worth 
less  to  them?  This  is  the  lever.  Here  tbe  real 
parties  are  apparent.  The  nation — the  great  ag- 
ricultural interest,  the  solid  yeomanry  of  tbe 
country  on  one  side,  and  the  city  influence,  the 
London  and  Paris  influence,  on  the  other.  The 
advantage  palpable  of  nearly  four  millions  of 
dollars  wrested  from  the  Government,  and  of 
course  from  the  people,  and  sent  to  whom?  To 
th^  great  capitalists^  monopolists  of  State  banks, 
to  the  Leaden  ball- street  gentry,  whose  insatiate 
maws  could  not  be  glutted  by  the  plundering  of 
an  eofrpire.  Do  vou  believe,  sir,  that  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  who  are  actuated  bv  the  im- 
pulse of  feebng,  and  who  may  not  indulffe  in  the 
nice  distinctions  we  have  drawn  here  aboutMhe 
Constitntion,  but  who  have  experienced  the  con- 
venience of  a  circulating  medium  current  over 
the  whole-  extent  of  the  Union,  and  who  have 
witnessed  your  numberless  acquiescences  to  the 
legality  of  this  institution,  and  read  your  laws 
for  punishing  those  invading  its  rights,  and  your 
ttutperous  laws  for  trusting,  trading,  borrowing, 
and  receiving  favors  from  ibis  bank — will  this, 
your  recent  discovery  of  its  unconstitutionality, 
be  an  excuse  for  giving  away  twenty  per  cent. 
on  all  their  produce,  and  for  the  civing  away 
double  the  amount  of  that  tax,  for  the  imposing 
of  which  they  condemned  your  predecessors?  I 
fear  for  the  safety  of  the  Constitution  itself.  It 
has  been  denounced  by  those  who  have  de« 
nounced  us.  The  feeling  is  quickly  transferred 
from  the  ministers  under  the  Constitution  to  the 
Constitntion  itself.  The  clamor  has  gone  forth 
that  we  want  energy — that  the  Constitution 
wants  energy— and  a  vast  remedy  has  already 
been  proposed  by  the  Aurora  itself— to  give 
Congress  the  power  to  lay  an  export  diity  upon 
the  podoetions  of  tbe  country;  more  of  ^our 
London  and  Paris  influence— to  lay  the  agricul- 
tural interest  under  the  ban  of  the  empire.  Con- 
solidation is  the  watchword.  Preserve  your 
Constitution  without  abandoning  its  legitimate 
powers,  such  as  you  have  prospered  in  the  exer- 
cise ofj  and  I  fear  not  this  hobgoblin ;  but  weaken  it. 
place  It  to  lean  upon  or  revolve  round  any  local 
State  policy,  and  to  obey  the  beck  and  call  of 
any  one  or.  of  all  the  leading  States,  and  the 
rtehts  and  interests  of  the  State  I  represent,  and 
all  the  other  smaller  States  in  the  Union,  could 
not  be  verv  much  aflectcd  by  any  change. 

It  is  acKQowled^ed  on  all  hands  that  there  is 
•not  specie  enough  in  the  nation,  if  applied  solely 
to  that  purpose,  to  pa v  our  annual  impost.  The 
operations  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia  m  transfer- 
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fiDg  the  revenoe  derived  from  a  part  of  Vifgiirift 
(and  of  the  land  funds  from  the  westward,)  aod 
of  the  Manhattan  Bank,  in  {performing  the  same 
office  in  respect  to  the  collections  in  Connetticat, 
have  been  dwelt  upon  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith.)    His  arguments 
drawn  from  the  facts  would  have  been  more  con- 
clusive if  he  could  have  instanced  the  same 
facilities  afforded  to  the  Gk>Ternment  between 
banks  disconnected  by  the  effect  of  that  neigh- 
borhood circulation  and  of  th^t  course  of  trade 
Tery  apparent  in  the  instances  he  has  produced. 
But  it  is  not  conelusive  at  any  rate.    There  is  a 
neighborhood  medium  of  circulation  (the  State 
bank  paper,)  and  there  is  a  national  medium  (the 
United   States  paper.)     The  latter,  under  the 
present  statb  of  things,  corrects  the  operations  of 
distant  banks  and  renders  their  transfers  easy; 
but,   deprived .  of   this,   would   any    of   them, 
situated  at  four  or  five  hundred  miles,  or  at 
one  thousand  miles   distance,   agree  to  m^ke 
these  transfers  for  the  Government  free  of  ex- 
pense?   Could  they,  for  instance,  transfer  the 
solid  bullion  belonging  to  theUoit«l  States  from 
Orleans  to.  Boston  or  Philadelphia,  without  our 
affording  compensation  for  freight,  insurance,  dbc? 
I  have  witnessed  the  advantages  of  this  national 
medium  in  the  State  I  live  in ;  and  in  the  mouths 
of  Autumn,  wiien  strangers  are  fearful  of  ven- 
turing to  Charleston,  our  western  friends,  rather 
than  carry  the  hard  dollars,  are  in  the  habit  of 
giving  two  or  three  per  cent,  for  bills  of  the  Bank 
of  the   United   States.     Destroy   this  national 
medium,  you  insulate  the  State  banks,  which  are 
so  far  asunder  as  not  to  be  within  the  influence 
of  the  neighborhood  medium  of  circulation.    The 
stroke  of  our  dreadful  wand  disconnects  the  liga- 
ment by  which  they  are  bound  together  in  their 
distant  operations. 

Gkntlemen  tell  us  we  must  use  the  State 
banks,  and  of  consequence  the  State  bank  notes. 
Some  of  these  notes  happen  to  be  worth  nothing 
— Gloucester  bank  notes,  for  instance — aod  they 
are  graduated  ia  different  parts  of  the  continent 
from  par  down  to  twenty  or  twenty-five  per 
cent,  below  par,  and  the  market  value  is  in  some 
instances  perpetually  changing^-our  Treasurer 
must,  if  he  can^  separate  the  sheep  from  the 
goats — and  this  is  to  be  perpetual  laoor.  Even 
good  notes  at  par  when  received  may  be  useless 
to  the  public  creditor  who  is  lo  receive  them.  A 
Portland  bill,  for  instance,  would  not  get  me  a 
meal's  victuals  from  this  home^  and  an  Augusta 
or  Savannah  or  New  Orleans  bank  bill  would 
not  have  its  value  under«tood  in  New  England. 
Indeed,  Mr.  President,  this  chaos — this  confusion 
— about  to  be  introduced  in  our  Treasury^  and 
tlie  legitimate  exercise  of  our  Constitutional 


seed  of  Noah  experienced  at  the  Tower  of  Babel. 
I  have  given  candidly  my  honest  views  of  the 
subject  l)efore  ns,  meaning  no  uncharitahleness 
to  those  honorable  gentlemen  in  the  Senate  who 
differ  with  me;  and  infinitely  rather  would  I, 


that  after  the  trial  and  after  long  experience  to 
come,  all  that  I  have  said  should  be  discovered  to 
be  founded  in  error,  the  effect  of  a  heated  imagi- 
nation, than  that  my  country  should  suffer  i 
single  pang,  though  in  fulfilment  of  the  thio^I 
have  this  day  uttered. 

Mr.  PioKEBiNa — Mr.  President:  Haviog  re- 
ceived, from  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
Massachusetts,  an  instruction  in  the  form  of  a 
request,  **to  oppose  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,''  and  some  other 
taembers  of  the  Senate  having  received  from 
their  respective  States  instructions  to  the  same 
effect,  I  will  make  a  few  observations  on  the  sub- 
ject of  instructions. 

1  was  pleased  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Vir* 
ffihia,  over  against  me,  (Mr.  Qiles,)  after  reading 
nis  instructions  from  that  Stale,  express  his  opin- 
ion decisively,  that  instructions  from  constituents 
were  not  binding  on  their  Legislative  Represen- 
tatives. Concurring  entirely  in  this  opinion,  1 
will  offer  some  reasons  to  show,  that  theyiie 
erroneous  in  principle;  that  they  infriogc  ibe 
rightful  independence  of  representatives;  sod. in 
respect  to  members  of  Congress,  that  they  vio- 
late the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates. 

In  a  small  community,  where  all  its  members 
can  meet  together  and  consult  on  the  measores 
necessary  and  proper  to  promote  their  commoo 
interests,  their  decisions  are  the  result  of  deliber- 
ation, of  reasoning  and  of  the  interchange  of 
sentiments.  When  the  members  become  too 
numerous,  or  are  too  widely  extended,  to  admit 
of  their  personal  attendance  in  a  general  as^tn* 
bly,  it  seems  to  be  a  very  natural  provision  to  s^ 
lect  a  convenient  number  of  them  to  meet  together 
to  manage  their  common  concerns;  in  the  same 
manner  they  were  before  conducted  bytbewbde 
community.  And  thus,  from  the  very  oatareof 
this  institution,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  per- 
sons composing  the  representative  body,  to  con- 
suit,  deliberate,  and  mutually  communicate  their 
reasons  and  opinions;  and  thereupon  finaUyto 
decide  on  the  measures  requisite  to  be  adopted  for 
the  welfare  of  the  community.  Hence  it  follows, 
that  all  peremptory  instructions,  or  naked  re- 
quests, designed  to  control  or  influence  the  votes 
of  the  representatives,  are  subversive  of  thefonda- 
mental  principle  of  a  representative  Government. 

Sqcii  instructions  or  requests,  addressed  to 
members  of  Congress,  do  also  violate  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  The  first  sentence 
in  that  Constitution  is  in  the^e  words:  *'AH 
legislative  powers  herein  granted  shall  be  vested 
in  a  Congress  of  the  United  States,  which  shall 
consist  iS  a  Senate  and  House  of  Representi* 
tives."  Now,  therefore,  if  Slate  Legislatures 
undertake  to  dictate,  by  their  instructions,  orbf 
requests  which  are  intended  to  operate  eqoallr 
with  instructions,  what  votes  shall  be  g:irpo  on 
any  question,  l^  their  representatives  in  Con- 
gress, they  so  far  assume  the  powers  ve^^ted  by 
the  Constitution  exclusively  in  Congress.  And 
if  their  instructions  or  requests  are  obeyed,  then 
the  State  Legislatures,  and  not  Congress,  enact 
laws  for  the  United  States. 
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If,  indeed,  a  State  Legislature  sboold,  in  the 
form  of  instructions  or  requests,  enter  into  a  train 
of  reasoning,  and  present  arguments  which 
shoak  eoDvince  my  understanding  that  any  mea- 
sure ooder  consideration  in  Congress,  was  or  was 
DOt  eon^istent  with  the  Constitution,  and  exhibit 
facu  which  proved  its  utility  or  injurious  effects, 
tbeolshouta  yield  obedience  accordingly;  but 
to  what?  to  instructions  or  requests  ?  No ;  but 
to  reason  and  to  truth. 

In  anothef  respect,  such  instructions  and  re- 
quests riolate  the  Constitution,  in  regard  to  the 
members  of  this  body.  Senators  are  chosen  for 
six  years.  Thia  was  intended  by  the  fraraers  of 
the  Constitation,  to  give  them  that  independence 
which  shoald  secure  freedom  in  thinking  and 
acting.  But,  if  Senators  were  bound  to  obey  the 
iostructioas  of  their  respective  State  Legisla- 
tures, that  independence  would  be  wholly  de- 
moved.  Indeed,  it  would  put  Senators  as  abso- 
lotelf  in  tbe  power  of  their  constituents,  as  if  the 
State  Legislatures  had  the  right  to  recall  and 
dismiss  t^m  at  pleasure. 

I  will  now.  Mr.  President,  make  some  observa- 
tions on  the  main  question  under  consideration. 
Whether  Congress  have  the  power  by  the  Consti- 
totion  to  renew  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates  ? 

It  has  been  said  that  the  pow^  to  incorporate 
a  bank  for  the  United  States  is  a  substantive  and 
original,  and  not  a  derivative  or  implied  power. 
This  has  been  repeated,  but  I  have  heard  no  ar- 
guments in  support  of  the  position ;  it  is  naked 
assertion. 

It  has  also  been  called  "  an  act  of  sovereignty;" 
as  if  to  alarm  and  deter  us  by  its  awful  magni- 
tude. Bat, sir,  the  sovereign  power  of  Congress 
is  sometimes  exercised  on  subjects  of  compara- 
tively little  moment.  A  few  days  since  we  pass- 
ed a  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  bridge ; 
aod  another,  to  change  the  name  of  an  individual, 
to  enable  him  to  inherit  an  estate.  The  power 
of  Congress  is  sovereign  to  all  the  purposes  of 
the  Constitution.  They  can  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  duties,  hnposts,  aod  excises;  borrow  mo- 
ney, regulate  commerce,  and  make  all  needful 
mid  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  and 
other  property  of  the  United  States.  And  they 
have  tbe  power  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and 
proper  to  carry  the  foregoing  and  all  other  Con- 
stitutional powers  into  execution.  When  pro- 
posing to  exercise  this  general  power,  in  any  case 
not  expressly  mentioned,  we  have  to  consider 
whether  it  be  "  necessary  and  proper."  It  has 
^en  said  that  "  necessary'^  here  means  indispen- 
sable; something  without  which  a  particular 
power  expressly  granted  cannot  be  carried  into 
exMotion,  But,  sir,  I  see  no  ground  for  this  in- 
terpretation. In  the  affiiirs  of  a  nation,  or  other 
^mmunity,  whatever  the  poblie  good  requires  to 
be  done,  is  necessary  and  proper  to  be  done.    It  is 

a  moral,  not  an  absolute  necessity.    It  is  necessa* 
siry  for  me  to  be  here,  in  my  place,  beeaiise  it  is 

niy  duty  to  be  here^    Necessary  and  proper  are 

opposed  to  ttDuejcessary  and  improper.    Congress 

&boQld  do  no  act  unnecessary  and  improper }  bat, 


like  State  Legislatures^  do  whatever  is  necessary 
and  proper  to  attain  the  objects  for  which  they 
are  respectively  constituted. 

In  determining  whether  any  proposed  measure 
be  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  execution 
any  power  expressly  siven  to  Congress,  we  have 
to  consider  wnether  tnat  measure  uave  a  just  or 
useful  relation  to  the  end.  For  instance,  the 
Constitution  having  prescribed  no  mode  of  col- 
lecting the  revenues,  it  rested  in  the  discretion  of 
Congress  to  adopt  such  a  mode  or  such  modes  as 
should  appear  to  them  best  adapted  to  that  object. 
Instead  of  appointing  custom-house  officers  in 
the  large  commercial  cities  and  towns,  where  a 
banking  establishment  could  be  supported.  Con- 
gress might  there  have  erected  banks,  as  the  most 
certain,  punctual,  and  cheap  mode  of  collection. 
Suitable  officers  of  a  bank  might  have  performed 
all  the  duties  of  entering  and  clearing  vessels, 
and  all  other  duties  pertaining  to  the  custom- 
house, without  any  charge  to  the  public ;  the  de- 
posites  of  the  public  moneys  so  collected  in  those 
banks,  upon  which  the  usual  banking  operations 
might  be  carried  on,  yielding  an  adequate  com- 
pensation for  all  the  services  so  performed. 

The  public  revenues,  when  collected,  must  also 
be  safely  kept.  An  experience  has  demonstrated 
that,  of  all  depositaries,  banks  are  the  safest.  And 
the  same  experience  has  shown  that,  as  the  pub- 
lic moneys  are  required  to  be  frequently  trans- 
ferred, for  the  public  expenditures,  from  one  State 
to  another,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  with 
Its  branches,  has  furnished  the  best  mode  of  trans- 
fer; it  being  effected  with  dispatch,  with  cer- 
tainty, and  without  any  risk  or  expense  to  the 
United  States. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clat) 
asked,  if  banks  are  necessary  for  collecting  the 
public  revenues,  why  give  them  any  other  power? 
The  answer  is,  that  it  is  the  essential  nature  of 
banks,  which  renders  them  so  peculiarly  fit  to  col- 
lect tbe  revenues.  The  merchants,  whose  bonds 
are  lodged  in  the  banks  for  collection,  are  also 
borrowers  of  money  from  the  banks ;  and  if  they 
fail  of  paying  their  bonds,  as  thev  become  due, 
their  credit  will  fail ;  they  can  ootain  no  more 
loans  until  their  bonds  are  paid.  This  has  just 
been  presented  to  our  view,  in  the  most  strikiog^ 
manner,  by  my  colleague. 

"  To  borrow  money,"  is  another  of  the  great 
powers  expressly  vested  in  Congress,  And  in 
this,  as  in  the  power  first  considered,  no  mo^e  of 
borrowing  being  prescribed  in  the  Constitution, 
Congress  are  to  oevise  and  provide  the  means  in 
their  judgment  most  sure,  expeditious,  and  am- 
ple, to  obtain  loans.  And  this  was  one  of  the 
great  objecis  for  which  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  originally  incorporated.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  near  me,  (Mr.  Brent,)  and 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Tay- 
lor,} have,  in  very  forcible  language,  displayed  the 
impolicy  of  depending  on  State  banks  or  indi* 
viduals  for  loans,  in  public  emergencies.  At  such 
times,  these  banks  and  individuals  may  be  most 
hardly  pressed  by  their  usual  customers.  Ta 
I  suffer  the  Bonk  of  the  United  States  to  dissolve, 
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and  to  have  recourse  to  State  banks,  will  be  so  far 
going  back  to  the  condition  of  the  United  States 
under  the  articles  of  ConfediQration,  when  our 
Union  was  but*  a  rope  of  sand.  When  the  press- 
ure of  the  ReToltttionary  war  was  over,  indeed, 
while  that  pressure  remained,  Congress  in  vain 
made  requisitions  on  the  individual  States ;  no 
money,  or  none  in  any  measure  adequate  to  the 
public  exigencies,  could  be  obtained.  After  the 
war,  when  the  public  treasury  was  empty^  Con- 
gress import^uned — implored  the  States,  individu* 
ally,  to  grant  the  power  to  raise  a  revenue  from 
commerce,  to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the 
General  Gk)vernmeot,  and  to  fulfil  the  public  ob- 
ligations, but  the  pow^r  could  not  be  obtained. 
States,  deriving  large^  revenues  from  cominerce, 
chose  to  retain  them  for  their  own  treasuries. 

It  was  this  helpless,  forlorn  ccmdition  of  our 
country,  which  forcibly  convinced  the  nation  of 
'  the  necessity  of  forming  a  new  system  of  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  our  present  Government  was  the 
fruit  of  that  necessity. 

'*  To  regulate  commerce'^  is  a  third  great  power 
vested  in  Congress.  And  it  is  conceived  that  the 
exercise  of  any  power  well  adapted  to  give  safe- 
ty, facility,  and  prosperity  to  commerce,  must  be 
comprised  in  the  power  to  regulate  it.  Hence 
the  erecting  of  light-houses  has  been  mentioned 
as  an  instance  in  which  an  implied  power,  inci- 
dental to  the  regulating  of  commerce,  has  been 
exercised.  But  it  has  been  said  that  this  pow«r 
is  expressly  given  in  another  part  of  the  Consti- 
l;ution ;  that  bv  which  Congress  is  vested  with 
exclusive  legislation  over  the  district  which  is  the 
seat  of  Government,  and  over  places  ceded  to  the 
United  States  ''for  the  erection  of  forts,  maga- 
zines, arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  other  needful 
buildings."  But  if  we  had  no  commerce,  no  nav- 
igation, light-houses  would  net  be  ^  needful  build- 
ingsy"  they  would  be  of  no  use  whatever.  Hence 
it  u  clear  that  they  have  a  direct  relation  to  com- 
merce and  to  nothing  else ;  and.  therefore,  the 
erecting  of  them  is  properly  adauced  as  an  in- 
stance of  the  exercise  of  a'  power  implied  in  the 
general  express  power  to  regulate  commerce. 
^  The  safety  and  facility  of  commercial  opera- 
tions was  also  greatly  to  be  promoted  by  means 
of  a  general  currency  which  should  have  eqW 
credit  throughout  the  Union.  This  has  been  ac- 
complished by  the  notes  issued  from  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Stales,  under  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress, exercising  the  power  incidental  to  that  of 
regulating  commerce* 

A  fourth  great  power,  which  I  mentioned  to 
have  been  vested  in  Congress,  is  that  of ''  making 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the 
territory  and  other  property  of  the  United  States." 
This  '^other  property"  consists  partly  of  money. 
And,  as  Congress  have  power  to  make  any  regu- 
lations concerning  it  which  are  needful,  that  is, 
which  may,  in  their  opinion,  best  promote  the 
general  welfare,  this  money  may  be  (as  some  of 
It  has  been)  vested  in  bank  stock ;  and,  with  the 
truest  regard  to  its  safety  and  good  management, 
in  the  stock  of  a  bank  ejected  by  Congress,  of 
which  they  may  have  a  s«itajl)le  inspection ;  and  ' 


where  it  may  safely  deposite  the  public  rerenoes, 
there  to  await  the  public  demand  j  and,  id  the 
mean  time,  usefully  aid  thoee  banking  operatiom 
which  giire  facility  to  commerce  and  to  pabiit 
loans.  , 

But  as  an  evidence  that  the  constitntiooalitj 
of  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  at  least  doubtfiil,  we  have  been  told 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Smri,) 
that  President  Washington  doubted;  that  his 
mind  was  in  suspense  to  the  last  moment,  when 
the  act  was  to  be  approved  or  disapproved.  Tint 
while  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (Mr. 
Hamilton,)  a  very  great  man,  maintained  the 
Constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  erect  that 
bamk,  another  man  (Mr.  Jefferson)  equally  ([rett, 
then  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  Attorney  GeQ^ 
ral,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  a  distinguished  lawyer, 
maintained  the  contrary  doctrine*-! hat  Coosress 
had  not  that  power.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  Wash- 
ington, cautious  and  circumspect  heyo&d  aof 
man  I  ever  knew,  did  suspend  his  decision  to  the 
last  day  allowed  him  by  the  Constitutioa.  The 
confidence  with  which  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  the  Attorney  General  supported  their  opia* 
fons  on  this  question,  was  sufficient  to 'excite  ia 
the  President  the  greatest  caution.  Both  were 
lawyers,  and  they  raised  many  legal  objectioos. 
The  written  opinions  of  these  gentlemen  were 
(as  I  have  been  well  informed)  pat  ioto  ibe 
hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv  twodafs 
before  it  was  necessary  for  the  President  to  de- 
cide. And  the  reasoning  of  Mr.  Hamiitoa,  ifi 
his  written  argument,  enabled  the  Presideat  lo 
decide  with  satisfaction ;  with  a  full  conviction 
of  the  constitutionality  of  the  acl. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  objections  of^ 
fered  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  He  said—"  that 
*•  the  proposed  incorporation  (of  theballk>nDder• 
'  takes  to  create  certain  capacities,  properties,  or 
^  attributes,  which  are  against  the  laws  of  aliea- 
^  age,  descents,  escheat,  and  forfeiture^  distribo- 
vtion,  and  monopoly.  And  that  nothiog  bau 
'  necessity,  invincible  by  other  means,  can  jostifjf 
^  such  a  prostration  of  laws  which  constitme  the 
'  pillars  of  our  whole  system  of  jurisprudence, 
'  and -are  the  foundation  laws  of  the  State  gov- 
ernments." Washington,  sir,  was  not  a  lawyer, 
and  who  can  wonder  that  his  fair  miod  was 
alarmed  by[  such  a  solemn  declaration  ?  That  it 
was  kept  in  suspense  by  the  assertion,  that  the 
act  for  establishlnff  the  bank  would  overtarn  the 
pillars  of  our  whole  system  of  jurisprudence,  aad 
the  foundation  laws  of  the  State  governmeout 
But,  sir,  it  required  only  the  knowledge  of  a  law- 
yer at  once  to  overturn  these  objectioas.  The 
following  are  some  of  the  remarks  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury:  *<If  these  are  truly  the 
^  foundation  laws  of  the  several  States,  then  bft^e 

*  most  of  them  subverted  their  own  fouodatioiis. 
^  For  there  is  scarcely  one  of  them  which  has 

*  not.  since  the  establishment  of  its  particouf 
'  constitution,  made  materiid  alterations  in  some 
^  of  those  branches  of  its  jurisprudence,  espe- 

*  cially  the  law  of  descents.  But  ii  is  notcsBr 
'  ceived  how  anything  can  be  calleid  the  fttadi' 
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*  mental  law  of  a  State  ^rernment  wbieti  is  not 
'  esubltsbed  in  its  eoMtitatioD,  Qoalterable  by  its 
^  ordinarj  legislature." 

'^To  erect  a  corporation,  is  to  substitate  a  legal 

*  or  artificial  for  a  natural  person ;  and^  wbere  a 

*  nnmber  are  eoncemecl,  to  gi?e  them  indifida- 
'  alitf.  To  that  legal  or  artificial  person,  once 
'created,  the  common  law  of  eirery  State,  of  it- 
'  selff  annexes  all  those  incidents  and  attribates 
'  which  are  represented  as  a  prostration  of  the 

*  main  pillars  of  their  j^urispnidence.  It  is  cer- 
^  taioly  not  ace  urate  to  sav,  that  the  erection  of 
'  a  corporation  is  against  those  different  heads  of 

*  the  State  laws;  because  it  Is  rather  to  create  a 
'  kind  of  persoDy  or  entity,  to  which'  they  are  in- 
'  applicable,  and  to  which  the  general  rule  of 

*  those  laws  assigns  a  different  regimen.  The 
^  laws  of  alienage  cannot  apply  to  an  artificial 

*  person,  because  it  can  have  no  country.  Those 
^  of  descent  cannot  apply  to  it,  because  it  can 
'  hsTe  no  heirs.  Those  of  escheat  are  foreign 
'  from  it,  for  the  same  reas6n.  Those  of  forfeit- 
'  ure,  because  it  cannot  commit  a  crime.  Those 
'  of  distribution,  because,  though  it  nmy  be  dis- 

*  solred,  it  cannot  die."  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  add  a 
few  exptaoatioiis.  By  the  laws  of  most,  perhaps 
of  all  the  States,  i^Iiens  are  not  permitted  to  hold 
Teal  estate ;  boi  in  all  they  are  free  to  hold  per^ 
sooal  property  of  every  kind,  and  particularly 
baok  stocK.  The  law  of  espheat  relates  to  the 
property  of  a  ciiizen  who  dies  without  heirs,  near 
or  remote,  and  without  a  wilt.  In  such  case  his 
properly  falls  to  the  State.  But  instances  of  es- 
cheat do  not  oecur  perhaps  twice  in  a  century  in 
any  State,  and^  consequently,  is  of  trifling  mo- 
ment. Although  a  corporation  cannot  commit  a 
crime,  it  may  violate  the  rules  prescribed  in  the 
law  for'its  establishment,  and  thus  incur  An  im- 
mediate forfeiture  of  its  charter.  Or,  if  for  such 
a  riolation  of  its  fundiimental  law,  or  anv  mis- 
management of  the  institution'  to  the  public  in- 
jary,  it<  charter  be  not  forthwith  taken  away,  the 
State  may  refuse  to  renew  it.  As  to  the  law  of 
distribution,  that  operates  wb6n  a  person  dies  in- 
testate. But  though  a  cori>oration  cannot  die, 
yet  the  individuals  to  whom  its  property  belongs 
will  die;  and  their  bank  propertv,  equally  with 
their  other  property,  becomes  liable  to  the  law  of 
distribution.  ^  • 

One  gentleman  has  imagined,  that  if  Congress 
hate  and  exercise  the  power  of  erecting  corpora' 
tioos,  it  will  operate  as  a  monopoly ;  and  may,  in 
the  end,  destroy  all  the  powers  belonging  to  the 
iodividoat  States.  But  there  is  here  np  ground 
for  alarm.  The  act  of  Congress  which .  estab- 
hsbed  the  Bank  of  tha  United  States,  did  not  and 
could  not  affect  the  rights  of  the  States  to  erect 
banks.  Accordingly  we  have  seen,  aAer  the 
Bank  of  the-United  States  had  been  erected,  and 
the  profitable  operations  of  banks  to  their  pro- 
prietors were  known,  that  State  banks  sprang  up 
IB  abundance. 

It  has  been  said,  by  more  than  one  gentleman, 
that  the  greater  portion  (as  far  at  least  as  sewn- 
teaths  oTthe  whole)  of  the  stock  of  the  United 
States^  Bank  being  9wned  by  foreigners,  and 


these  chiefly  Englishmen,  there  is  danger  of  a 
foreign  influence  in  the  country,  and  that  such  an 
influence  has  been  manifest  This,  sir,  appears 
to  be  an  extraordinary  remark.  In  what  has  this 
influence  been  manifested?  Has  the  Govern^ 
ment,  have  individuals,  been  in  any  degree  re- 
strained in  the  expression  of  their  resentments 
against  Great  Britain — or  in  adopting  any  mear 
sure  deemed  advisable  towards  that  country? 

One  of  the  injurious  consequences  of  destroy- 
ing the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  stated 
to  l>e,  the  withdrawing  of  seven  millions  of  dol- 
lars iVom  the  active  capital  of  the  United  States, 
and  transmitting  it  to  Europe,  where  that  portion 
of  the  bank  stock  is  owned.  To  this  it  has  been 
answered,  by  the  opposers  of  the  bank,  that  these 
millions  will  not  be  withdrawn,  hot  transferred 
from  the  United  States'  Bank  to  banks  of  the  sev- 
eral States.  How  then,  sir,  9hall  we  get  rid  of 
that  dangerous  influence  of  foreign  stockholders. 
which  the  same  gentlemen  urge  as  a  reason  for 
not  renewing  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States?  Sir,  it  is  well  known  that  money  in 
Europe  is  less  valuable  than  in  the  United  States, 
That  moneyed  men  there  are  glad  to  loan  their 
money  at  an  interest  of  fire  per  cent,  or  less, 
while  in  these  States  the  legal  interest  is  six  per 
cent.  And  a  multitude  of  our  citizens  find  their 
account  in  employing  that  foreign  capital,  paying 
an  interest  or  six  per  cent.,  by  which,  in  the 
course  of  trade,  they  gain  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty 
percent.;  that  foreign  capital,  in  the  hands  of 
OUT  merchants,  has  resembled  the  five  and  the  ten 
talents,  wherewith  they  hare  gained  other  five 
and  oth^  ted  talents. 

'  The  distresses  whibh  will  follow  the  dissolution 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  especially  in 
the  great  commercial  cities,  have  been  forcibly 
described  in  the  plain  testimonies  of  the  com«- 
raittee  of  mechanics  and  manufacturei^s  from 
Philadelphia— a  committee  selected  wholly  froaa 
the  democratic  party;  distresses  which  were  suffi- 
cient to  move  a  heart  of  stone.  And  why  should 
this  bank  be  dissolved?  It  has  been  said  that  the 
State  banks  are-  competent  to  all  the  necessary 
operations  of  the  general  bank*  If  the  contrary 
had  not  been  shown^  it  might  be  answered,  thai 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  incorporated 
when  there  were  only  three  banks  in  the  United 
States:  one  in  Philadelphia,  one  in  New  York, 
and  one  in  Boston.  These  were  inadequate  to 
the  necessities  and  accommodation  of  tne  Gen- 
eral Government  and  of  the  citizens.  To  supply 
this  deficiency,  it  was  necessary  to  erect  the  Ni^ 
tionalBank;  and  the  dignity,  honor,  good  faith, 
and  credit  of  the  United  States  stand  pledaed  for 
the  renewal  of  its  charter.  The  institution  naving 
been  well  conducted,  and  found  in  "the  highest 
degree  useful  and  beneficial  to  Government  and 
to  the  citizens  at  large,  it  ought  to  be  continued* 
Individual  citizens  ana  foreigners  became  stock- 
holders on  a  well  grounded  expectation  of  the 
stability  of  the  Government.  It  was  in  this  just 
expectation  that  foreigners,  Englishmen,  pur^ 
chased  of  our  Government,  itself,  its  remaining 
shares  of  the  public  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the 
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United  States,  and  at  an  advance  of  forty-iive  per 
cent.;  so  that,  for  every  hundred  dollars  laid  out 
by  the  Government  in  the  purchase  of  bank 
shares,  the  United  States  recerved  of  these  for- 
eigners one  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars.  And 
how  was  it  possible  for  these  foreiffpers  to  con- 
ceive the  QoverDment  capable  of  destroying  the 
"work  of  its  own  hands,  and  of  reduciog  tneir  pro- 

Eerty  to  one  hundred  dollars  a  share,  for  which, 
ut  eight  years  before,  they  had  paid  the  same 
Government  one  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars? 
In  limiting  the  duration  of  the  charters  of 
banks  to  twenty  years,  no  wise  Government  ever 
'  conteihplated  their  destruction  at  the  end  of  that 
term.  Known  to  be  useful  institutions,  the  pro- 
prietors have  well  founded  claims  to  tneir  con- 
tinuance, which  the  public  good  also  requires. 
But^  in  the  course  of  twenty  years,  some  incon- 
veniences may  be  experienced  which  ought  to  be 
temedied,  and  some  improvements  discovered 
which  ought  to  be  adopted.  Besides,  being  pro- 
fitable to  the  proprietors,  they  can  well  afiord, 
once  in  twenty  years,  to  give  to  the  Government 
considerable  sums  of  money  in  acknowledgment 
for  the  benefits  derived  from  the  acts  of  incorpo- 
ration. 

But,  sir,  in  respect  to  the  Eoglish  stockholders 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  (and  the  foreign 
stockholders  are  chiefly  Englishmen,)  we  are 
under  special  obligations  by  the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain  in  1794.  The  tenth  article  being  perma- 
nent, is  still  in  force,  and  in  these  words: 
''Neither  the  debts  due  from  individuals  of  the  one 
<  nation  to  individuals  of  the  other,  nor  shares,  nor 
moneys  which  they  may  have  in  the  public  funds,  or 
in  the  public  or  private  banks,  shall  ever,  in  any  event 
of  war  or  national  differences,  be  sequestered  or  confis- 
cated ;  }i  being  unjust  and  impolitic  that  debts  and 
engagements,  contracted  and  made  by  individuals  hav- 
ing confidence  in  each  other,  and  in  their  respective 
Ooyernments,  should  ever  be  destroyed  or  impaired  by 
national  authority  on  account  of  national  difierences 
and  discontents.''^ 

Sir,  this  is  the  very  time  when  the  equitable 
obligation  of  this  treaty  (and  as  a  matter  entitled 
to  a)nsideration  in  equity  I  introduce  it)  applies 
with  force.  We  now  have  national  differences 
with  Great  Britain,  and  a.  stock  of  discontents 
sufficiently  strong  and  extensive.  By  "destroy- 
ing" the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  (and  to  re- 
fuse to  renew  its  charter  is  to  destroy  it,)  we 
essentially  ^'impair"  the  "engagements,''  not  of 
individuals  only  of  the  one  nation  with  individ- 
uals of  the  other,  but  the  "engagements"  of  our 
Government  itself  with  some  of  those  individuals. 
When  the  Barings  purchased  of  our  Government 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty  shares  of 
stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  for  which 
they  paid  one  million  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  thousand  and  six  hundred  dollars,  would 
they  have  made  the  purchase  if  the  Government 
had  intimated  its  intention  to  destroy  the  bank 
in  eight  years?  No,  sir.  By  the  dissolution  of 
the  bank,  the  stock  so  purchased  being  reduced 
from  one  hundred  and  forty-five  to  one  hundred 
dollars  in  value  for  each  share,  a  difference  is 


inade  to  the  Barings  of  three  hundred  and  ninetj- 
nine  thousand  and  six  hundred  dollars,  wiiieh 
they  lose. 

Sir,  I  have  no  personal  interest  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  I  am  no  stockholder;  I  hare 
not  the  means  of  being  one.  Nor  is  the  braock 
at  Boston  of  equal  import  to  the  citizens  of  Ma> 
sachusetts,  with  the  bank  itself  and  its  braaches 
to  the  inhabitants  and  commercial  cities  of  other 
States ;  although  the  withdrawing  of  seres  or 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  from  the  baokioj 
.capital  of  Boston  would  undoubtedly  produce 
some  serious  inconveniences.  But,  sir,  I  coosider 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  with  its  braacbes, 
of  immense  importance  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  necessary  instrument  in  ibe 
hands  of  the  Government,  in  the  managemeDt  of 
our  great  national  concerns.  I  shall,  therefore. 
give  my  vote  for  the  renewal  of  its  charter. 

Mr.  Brent. — Mr.  President,  having  beea  pre> 
vented  from  finishing  the  remarks  which  I  iiaii 
intended  to  make  on  the  subject  under  discassioA 
when  I  last,  had  the  honor  to  address  this  bodf. 
from  the  late  hour  of  the  day  to  which  itwasd^ 
tained,  I  will  avail  myself  of  this  opportuoitf  to 
make  a  few  desultory  observations,  which  the 
want  of  time  prevented  me  from  heretofore  sob* 
mittine .  to  your  consideration.  1  formerly  re- 
marked, that  many  gentlemen  had  avowed  that 
the  principal  cause  that  induced  them  te  volt 
against  this  bill  was  the  large  portion  of  the  stock 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  which  was  held 
by  forei^nerSj  which  caused  a  foreign  loflaeoce 
to  exist  in  this  country,  which  was  incompatible 
with  its  safety ;  and  that,  after  the  termioatio&of 
this  bank,  they  were  willing  to  join  in  the  crea- 
tion of  another  in  which  our  own  citizens  oolj 
would  be  interested.  I  insisted,  that  if  it  was  de- 
sirable to  get  rid  of  foreign  stockholders,  (wbich 
I  did  not  believe^)  this  could  not  be  efiecied  by 
the  destruction  of  that  bank,  for  the  reasons  1 
then  bad  the  honor  to  suggest.  I  will  here  add 
one  or  more  additional  reasons  why  I  eotertaio 
this  opinion.  If  foreigners  can  employ  their  cap- 
ital here  to  greater  advantage  than  in  their  owe 
country,  it  will  be  impossmle  to  prevent  tbem 
from  subscribing  to  the  shares  of  the  new  baok 
you  create.  If  you  propose  to  do  so  by  prohibit- 
ing l^em  from  being  stockholders,  the  law  vill 
be  avoided  by  the  subscription  being  made  ia  (be 
name  of  our  own  citizens,  who  will  hold  it  for 
foreigners ;  or,  even  if  the  shares  should  be  wholly 
taken  hy  our  own  citizens,  they  will  afterwards 
sell  to  foreigners;  so  that  the  same  foreign  iofla* 
ence  exists,  (if  such  is  the  effect  of  stock  beiog 
held  by  foreigners.)  Nor,  sir,  is  this  apprehended 
foreigti  influence  in  any  degree  diminished,  if  this 
bank  is  destroyed  and  a  new  bank  should  not  be 
created.  In  such  a  state  .of  things,  those  for- 
eigners who,  if  there  existed  a  Bank  of  the  Unit«<i 
States,  would  have  invested  their  money  ia  its 
stock,  now  invest  the  same  quantity  of  money  io 
the  State' banks.  Of  course  the  same  extent  of 
foreign  influence  ^as  far  as  foreigners  bold  tog  our 
stock  produces  this  result)  in  either  state  of  tbiogs 
exists.     This  reasoning,  Mr.  President,  is  «ii- 
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drened  Co  tboM  ooljr  who  are  so  very  appreheo- 
siveof  the  dangerous  iDfluen^e  which  ihe  invest- 
meoi  of  foreign  capital  here  produces.  For  my- 
self, I  «atertaio  no  such  fears ^ and  for  the  reasons 
1  have  heretofore  had  the  honor  of  stating,  do 
very  mach  question  whether  it  it  not  most  ad- 
vantageous that  foreigners  should  hold  ezteo* 
sireiy  the  stock  of  our  banks. 

Some  gentlemen  are  anxious  (or  the  dissolution 
of  (be  bank,  because  they  are  of  opinion  that 
kioks  of  every  kind  and  under  every  modification 
are  iajurioos.  Perhaps  thev  may  be  so.  But 
does  ihe  destruction  or  this  bank  remove  or  di- 
miaidh  the  evil  society  is  to  sufier  from  the  exist- 
ence of  banks?  If  this  bank  is  dissolved,  the 
Stale  hanks  will  exist,  and  new  ones  be  created  to 
fill  up  the  vacuum  of  bank  circulating[  paper 
which  is  produced  by  thedissolutioaof  this  Dank. 
If  the  community  is  to  be  oppressed  with  such 
instiiQiions  as  banks  to  the  same  extent,  whether 
or  oot  there  exists  a  National  Bank,  is  it  not  better 
to  hare  a  National  Bank  than  to  put  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  necessity  of  carrying  on  its  fiscal 
arrangements  hy  the  co-operation  of  State  banks, 
which  are  in  no  respect  under  its  control  ? 

Among  other  reasons  urgtd  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Maryland  why  there  would  be 
no  iaconrenience  attending  the  dissolution  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  indeed  why  there 
would  almost  be  an  advantage  from  such  a  mea- 
sure—he  insists  there  is  at  this  time  al>out  9^0,- 
O00,000dueour  merchants  from  those  of  England, 
and  such  was  the  deranged  state  of  the  commer- 
cial resources  in  that  country,  that  our  merchants 
coold  not  now  obtain  payment  of  their  British 
debt*,  b(it  that  on  the  dissolution  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  this  seven  millions  of  stock 
which  was  held  by  foreigners  would  be  applied 
in  part  paymetit  to  our  merchants  of  the  debt  due 
to  them  from  the  British — so  that  this  mcney 
would  not  go  out  of  the  country,  but  would  m 
immediately  paid  to  our  merchants  and  go  to  that 
extent  to  the  increase  of  their  resources. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  it  appears  to  me,  notwith- 
Maadiog  the  high  respect  I  entertain  for  the  hon- 
ofablegentleman's mercantile  and  political  knowl- 
edge ;  that  in  this  instance  his  opinion  is  not  ac- 
curate. Either  the  British  merchants  that  are 
indebted  to  ours  are  solvent  or  otherwise.  If  the 
first,  they  can  pay  our  merchants  the  9;2O.0OO,OO0 
they  owe  them  in  the  present  slate  of  things ;  if 
ihejr  are  not  solvent,  is  it  to  be  believed  that  the 
•tockholders,  after  receiving  money  from  the  batfk 
to  the  amount  of  their  stock,  will,  with  this  money, 
INirchaae  biHs  which  will  be  protested  for  non- 

giyment?  For  such  must  be  the  result  if  the 
ritish  merchant  is  not  at  present  able  to  pay  his 
debts  io>  our  merchant.  To  me  it  seems  most 
probable  that  on  the  dissolution  of  the  bank  one 
of  two  events  will  take  place.  Either  the  seven 
millions,  the  amount  of  foreign  stock,  will  be  in- 
vested ia  our  State  banks,  or  it  will  be  remitted 
to  Barope  in  actual  specie.  If  it  should  be  in- 
vested in  our  State  banks,  the  same  extent  of 
foreign  influence  remains  in  ot^r  country  which 
we  are  so  anxious  to  get  ridof-Hind  so  far  as  re- 


lates to  this  difficulty,  the  dissolution  of  the  pres- 
ent bank  has  no  operation.  If  these  seven  mil- 
lions are  not  invested  in  State  bank  stock,  and 
good  bills  cannot  be  obtained  to  transmit  it,  as  is 
clearly  deducible  from  the  statement  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  then  it  must  go  in  actual 
specie*  An  honorable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, of  great  and  unquestionable  mercantile 
information,  has  supposed  there  is  not  in  the 
United  States  more  than  ten  million  of  dollars 
in  specie.  If  by  the  dissolution  of  the  bank  seven 
of  these  ten  millions  are  to  be  exported  from  our 
country,  will  it  not  be  attended  with  serious  con- 
sequences, more  especially  since  it  has  already 
been  discovered  that  the  quantity  of  the  precious 
metals  in  the  United  States  has  for  some  years 
past  been  diminishing  to  such  an  extent  that  it 
has  been  thought  by  several  important  that  Con* 
gress'should  take  some  steps  to  guard  against  the 
continuance  of  this  evil  ?  Another  reason  which 
might  induce  the  holders  of  this  stock,  when  the 
amount  is  paid  ofil  to  transport  the  specie  instead 
of  purchasing  bills,  is  the  great  and  increasing 
difierence  in  value  between  the  actual  value  of 
the  same  nominal  amount  of  paper  and  specie  in 
England.  In  the  remarks  which  I  heretofore  had 
the  honor  to  submit  to  the*  Senate,  I  suggested 
that  jt  was  more  than  probable  that  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  might  se« 
riously  afiect  our  revenue.  In  addition  to  the 
reasons  then  insisted  on  as  leading  to  this  con- 
clusion, permit  me,  Mr.  President,  to  remark, 
that  if  at  the  same  moment  you  diminish  the 
circulating  medium  of  the  nation  (which  ton 
certain  extent  is  efieeted  by  destroying  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States)  and  call  upon  your  mer- 
chants immediately  to  pay  fourteen  millions  of 
doUars.the  amount  of  the  debt  they  owe  the  banks, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  pay  twelve  millions  to 
the  Government,  which  is  the  amount  of  the 
bonded  revenue,  at  a  period  when  our  commerce 
has  been  strugcliog  for  many  years  with  the  ao» 
cumulated  difficulties  produced  by  spoliations, 
by  embargo  and  non-intercourse  laws — I  say, 
Mr.  President,  under  such  circumstances,  is  it  un- 
reasonable to  entertain  some  apprehension  that 
our  merchants,  finding  thems^ves  unable  to  sur- 
mount all  the  difficulties  with  which  they  are 
surrounded,  will  in  their  choice  of  difficulties  pun- 
sue  the  common  dictates  of  prudence,  and  choose 
the  least?  Is  it  not  probable  that  they  will  in 
the  first  instance  take  every  step  to  secure  their 
bank  endorsers  by  settling  their  debts  with  the 
bank  and  le^ve  the  Government  to  bring  suit  oa 
their  revenue  bonds?  Such  an  event  is  the  more 
to  be  deprecated,  as  this  is,  of  all  others,  a  period 
when  we  shouldf  be  cautious  about  adopting  any 
measure  which  would  diminish  the  receipts  of 
our  treasury,  already  much  curtailed  by  our  late 
embargo,  and  which  will  be  considerably  affected 
by  our  non-importatibn  law. 

The  remark  I  made  some  days  past,  in  relation 
to  a  supposed  incapacity  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia 
to  the  wants  of  the  country,  was,  that  it  bad  been 
suggested  to  me  that  it  had  produced  in  Rich- 
mond a  great  deal  of  usury,  or.  as  it  is  commonly 
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ealied,  mooef-shtring^.  In  makipg  thitobservB* 
ttOD,  Mr.  President  *  ic  was  not  my  intention  to 
reflect  in  the  most  discant  manner  on  the  presi* 
dent  or  any  of  the  directors  of  that  bank,  I  know 
not  the  name  of  any  one  gentleman  in  the  direc- 
tion. For  all  that  I  know,  or  have  heard,  the 
aflairs  of  that  bank  are  as  ably  and  as  honorably 
conducted  as  those  of  any  bank  in  the  United 
States  or  elsewhere.  The  fact  which  I  stated 
was  one  which  1  suppose  to  be  an  unavoidable 
#esuU  when  you  go  into  the  banking  system  and 
do  not  create  a  banking  capital  adequate  to  the 
wants  of  society.  If  you  establish  a  bank  with 
Btt  inadequate  capital^  favorites  go  into  the  bank, 
get  the  money  out  of  it,  and  apply  it  to  usurious 
purposes ;  it  is  no  reflection  on  a  hank  to  say  that 
It  has  its  favorites.  When  more  applications  are 
made  or  more  good  paper  offered  than  can  be 
accommodated,  a  selection  must  be  made,  and 
some  applicants  remain  unaccommodated,  who 
will  be  compelled  to  give  usurious  interest  to 
those  who  have  been  accommodated  for  tbe'^ery 
noBcy  which  this  accommodation  has  supplied 
them  with.  My  honorable  colleague  is  of  opin- 
ion that  the  Bank  of  Richmond  has  a  capital  of 
sufficient  extent,  and  that  all  who  deserve  accom- 
modations there  can  obtain  them.  I  can  only 
aay  that  I  have  repeatedly  heard  a  very  different 
statement  in  Richmond  and  elsewhere*  Another 
fact,  too,  I  beg  leave  to  mention.  I  am  well  ae- 
quainted  with  a  very  Intelligent  officer  of  the 
branch  bank  at  Petersburg,  who  has  informed  me 
that  almost  always  more  good  paper  is  offered 
to  the  board  of  directors  than  could  be  aceom* 
modated,  from  th^  limited  ezteot  of  their  banking 
capital;  and  it  would  seem  an  extraordinary 
phenomenon,  that  when  Richmond  and  Peters- 
burg are  only  twenty-five  miles  distant  there 
should  be  a  redundancy  of  banking  capital  at  the 
former  and  such  a  deficiency  at  the  latter, 

I  now,  Mr.  President,  approach  the  discussion 
of  a  question  which  excites  with  me  more  sensi- 
bility than  is  produced  by  any  codsideratlon  con- 
nected with  the  subject  now  deliberated  on.  It 
is  principally  with  a  view  to  investigate  this  del- 
icate and  interesting  question  that  I  have  been 
induced  at  the  present  hour  to  solicit  the  atten* 
tion  of  this  honorable  body.  We  are  told  that 
this  question  concerning  the  rechartering  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  is  a  party  question, 
and  from  the  vociferous  and  earnest  reiteration 
of  this  assertion,  it  is  evident  that  this  invidious 
inference  is  intended  to  be  derived  from  it — to 
wit:  that  at  the  first  establishment  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  it  was  contested  on  Consti- 
tutional grounds,  and  that  its  favorers  or  its  op- 
posers  marked  the  Federal  or  Republican  charac- 
ter, and  designated  the  individuals  who  formed 
the  body  of  these  two  great  political  sects;  that 
the  same  characteristic  adheres  to  the  bill  noW 
before  us,  and  that  such  of  those  who  have  here- 
tofore been  consfdered  as  appertaining  to  the  Re- 
publican party  as  giv^  their  sanction  to  this  bill 
must  hereafter  be  considered  as  apostatizing  from 
that  noliticai  sect  with  which  they  have  hereto- 
fore oeen  arranged.    I  will  first  inquire  into  the 


justice  of  this  assertion  as  it  relates  to  the  matter 
of  fact,  at  ihe  first  establishment  of  the  Bsok  of 
the  United  States ;  and  next^  as  to  the  hooorabis 
and  generous  inference  which  these  magniBi- 
inous  asserters  attempt  to  derive  from  it 

(Mr.  S.  Smith  wholly  denied  that,  he  had  eret 
led  this  a  party  question  or  viewed  it  in  thii 
light] 

Mr.  Bbekt  said  that  he  bad  never  heard  the 
honorable  gentleman  make  such  an  assertion,  bot 
he  had  been  informed  it  was.  attributed  to  his. 
The  honorable  gentleman's  declaration  is.  Iiov- 
ever,  perfectly  satisfactory  to  me ;  I  am  satisfied 
that  he  is  incapable  of  making  so  invidioas  tod 
unfounded  an  accusation ;  I  am  too  well  aoqutiot- 
ed  with  that  honorable  gentleman^  good  fense 
and  liberality.  He  will  therefore  be  so  good  as 
not  to  consider  any  remarks  I  shall  make  on  the 
particular  question  that  I  am  now  investigatiog 
as  applying  to  him. but  to  others  who  act  with  hio 
as  to  the  general  and  ultimate  fate  of  the  bill  ui« 
der  consideration.  That  among  the  great  mass  of 
people  in  some  sections  of  the  Union,  partieaiatlf 
the  State  I  represent,  this  measure  establishia; 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  taken  opts 
a  party  question,  may  be  admitted ;  bat  that  it 
was  viewed  in  this  light  in  either  House  of  thai 
Congress  which  pas^  the  law ;  that  the  voles 
which  were  given  eiiher  affirmatively  or  othc^ 
wise  were  the  test  to  ascertain  who  was  of  the 
Republican  and  who  of  the  Fedieral  party,  is  lo 
assertion  destitute  of  all  fousidation ;  for  whoem 
will  examine  the  yeas  and  nays  of  both  Hoosei 
of  Congress  will  find  some  of  oar  most  disiia- 
guished  Republican  patriots  voting  for  the  bill, 
while  others  dually  eminent  and  zealoas  is  the 
Federal  ranks  will  be  found  in  hostility  to  it 
Sir,  the  Journals  of  Congress,  testimony  derived 
from  solemn  and  unquestionable  records,  a  s|w- 
cies  of  evidence  which  the  laws  of  our  coootrj 
and  the  pradtice  of  our  courts  In  the  gradatioa 
of  the  dinereat  species  of  testimony  places  is  the 
highest  station  and  considers  as  of  the  most  im- 
posinff  authority,  demonstrate  that  the  asserdoa 
that  the  question  concerning  the  establishoieDt 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  the  first  in- 
stance was  entirely  a  party  question,  is  destitute 
of  all  foundation ;  that  an  assertion  so  susceptible 
of  refutation  bv  testimony  so  irresistible  should 
have  beenrniade,  is  evidence  to  me  of  the  asjot- 
tifiable  length  to  which  some  gentlemen  trill  pe^ 
mit  their  zeal  to  transport  them.  Nay,  Mr.  Pre- 
sMent,  let  roe  call  your  attention  to  the  only 
member,  as  I  believe,  of  thb  honorable  body  wb« 
was  A  member  of  Congress  when  the  law  eittb' 
lishing  a  Bank  of  the  U  nited  States  took  plaeC) 
(I  mean  the  honorable  Mr.  GiLaiaii.)  Thia  gen- 
tleman is  known  to  be  a  Republican;  yet  the 
journals  will  assure  us  that  he  roted  for  the  hill 
establishing  the  bank. 

If  the  opinion  of  the  constitutionality  or  other' 
wise  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  the  cri- 
terion by  which  the  estimate  is  to  be  made  of  (he 
political  sect  to  which  each  individoal  heloogS} 
what  shall  we  say  of  Mr.  JefiTerson  and  the  ma- 
joritJea  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  during  hu 
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AdniioistratioD,  who  \jj  reputed  acts  recognised 
the  legtlity  and  constitationality  of  this  iostita- 
tioQ  ?  Shall  we  say  that  he  and  tbey  have  apos* 
tatized  frootf  the  Republican  <cause  ?  Do  the  pre- 
sumptuous and  daring  assertors  pretend  to  Impose 
>  upoD  ns  a  Mief  that,  daring  a  period  which  we 
bare  hitherto  strppoted  was  the  proudest  triumph 
ofrepoblicanism,  those  of  the  dominant  party  had 
apostatized  from  the  Republican  cause?  Are 
we  to  believe  that,  daring  the  Administration  of 
Mr.  Jefferson  J  the  great  apostle  of  repoblicanismj 
one  with  whose  name  republicanism  has  been  sup- 
posed to  be  identified — are  we  to  believe  that  he 
nas  apostatized  from  his  political  party?  Are  there 
any  so  presompttioas  as  to  imagiAe  thev  can  im- 
pseopon  the  public  mind  or  upon  this  noaorable 
body  so  monstrous,  so  absurd  a  belief?  Can  you 
be  ioduced  to  select  that  moment  which  has 
hitherto  been  imagined  most  auspicious  toRepub- 
lieaa  principles  as  the  one  when  above  all  others 
there  was  a  total  apostacy  from  them  ?  *  No.  sir, 
every  effort  is  vain  which  is  made  to  impose  upon 
us  so  irrational  a  belief.  On  the  contrary  hand, 
we  will  account  for  the  conduct  of  Mr*  ^^fierson 
and  the  Republican  majorities  in  Congress  during 
his  Administration,  when  they  sanctioned  by  re- 
peated laws  the  constitutionality  of  the  Bank  of 
(he  United  States,  by  the  considerations  I  proceed 
to  enumerate.  Whatever  might  bare  been  the 
abstract  opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferson  respecting  the 
constitutionalitY  of  the  banket^  its  first  Institu* 
tion,  itisnow  immaterial  to  inquire.  He  saw, 
when  he  came  into  tne  Presidency,  that  this  was 
in  its  origin  not  a  party  question ;  but  that  the 
Journals  of  Congress  would  evince  that  on  the 
vote  which  first  gave  a  sanction  to  this  measure 
all  party  distinction  was  confounded  ;  that  it  was 
one  (^  (hose  questions,  w.hvch,  when  first  agitated, 
was  calculated  to  produce  a  diversity  of  opinion 
amono^  men  of  the  purest. intentions  and  of  the 
most  luDiioous  understandings;  that  it  was  one  of 
those  doubtful  questions  which,  when  once  set- 
tled bv  precedent,  should  never  again  be  agitated ; 
that  this  measure  had  been  sanctioned,  after  the 
fnllestdeliberation  had  been  bestowed  upon  it;  and 
that  we  had  so  incorporated  this  bank  establishment 
with  our  fiscal  and  other  Govern  mental  arrange- 
ments, that  It  cojild  not  at  that  time  be  put  down 
without  impairing  the  public  credit,  ana  without 
being  like  (in  various  other  points  of  view)  to  be 
productive  of  irery  senous  and  numerous  calami- 
ties to  the  community.  From  all  these  various 
considerations,  Mr.  Jefl*erson,  when  he  came  into 
the  Admiiiistratlon,  as  also  the  majority  of  Con- 
gms  duriiig  rhat  period,  considered  the  question 
respecting  the  Bank  or  the  United  States  as  a 
settled  and  adjudicated  one,  which  was  now  to  be 
acquiesced^  in,  and  pursued  a  system  of  policy  in 
conformity  with  this  sentiment.  On  any  other 
principle  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  of  Con« 
gress  would  not  only  not  be  justifiable,  but  would 
be  criminal  in  the  highest  sense.  If  they  had 
considered  this  a  party  question,  a  measure  which 
the  Federal  party,  daring  its  ascendency,  had  es- 
tablished, contrary  to  the  manifest  and  unquestion* 
able  principles  of  the  Constitution,  (as  some  gen- 
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tlemen  now  contend,)  every  step  that  was  taken 
to  sanction  this  unconstitutional  measure,  was 
infiictin|^  a  new  wound  on  the  Constitution,  and 
a  violation  of  the  sacred  oath:;  they  had  taken  to 
support  it.    To  say  that  it  was  done  for  the  sup- 
port of  public  faith,  because  the  law  incorpora- 
ting the  bank  had  made  a  contract  with  individ- 
uals, is  irrational  and  fallacious,  because  no  un- 
constitutional law  can  pledge  the  faith  of  Gov- 
ernment.   An  unconstitutional  law  incorporating 
a  body  of  men  can  give  them  no  legal  existence 
which  can  be  binding  on  a  subsequent  legislature. 
It  is,  as  was  well  observed  by  my  colleague,  to  enter 
into  a  contract  with  an  idiot  or  married  woman. 
The  contract  is  ipto  facto  Yoid.    If  an  unconsti- 
tational  lawcann6t  pledge  the  faith  of  Govern- 
ment, or  a  subsequent  legislature;  nay  more,  if 
it  is  incumbent  on  a  subsequent  legislature  to  re- 
peal such  unconstitutional  law;  then  the  law  es- 
tablishing the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  if  it  is 
of  this  description,  (that  is,  evidently  unconstita- 
tionalj)  imposed  no  other  obligation  on  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son and  bis  Republican  majoritjr  than  immediately 
to  repeal  ii,  and  to  restore  to  its  original  purity 
that  Constitution  they  had  sworn  to  support;  but 
when  the  very  opposite  conduct  is  pursued,  we 
must  presume  it  was  done  from  an  idea  that  the 
constitutionality  of  the  bank  in  its  origin  was  one 
of  those  ' questionable  principles,  which   mi^ht 
create  doubt  between  individuals  of  all  parties, 
an^  on  which  men  of  the  best  understanding 
might  pause  and  hesitate ;  but  being  once  deter- 
mined on,  v^s  to  be  considered  as  an  adjudicated 
case,  which  the  repose  of  society  made  it  proper 
should  never  again  be  drawn  into  discussioni 
This,  sir,  I  think,  is  a  justifiable  inference.    Are 
we  not  then  Warranted  in  saying,  that  the  asser- 
tion that  this  is  a  party  question,  with  all  the 
lie^rings  it  is  intenoed  to  have,  Is  destitute  of  all 
foundation  ?    That  t^he  law  concerning  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  was  not  in  its  origin  a  party 
question,  is  demonstrated  \^  the  Journals  of  Con- 
gress.   Whenever  this  measure  was  agitated  dur- 
ing the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  it  was 
not  taken  up  as  a  party  question,  because  all  par- 
ties gave  it  their  concurrent  support.    It  remains 
to  be  inquired  whether  on  the  present  occasion 
the  bill  under  your  consideration  is  to  be  viewed 
as  a  party  question.    In  order  to  ascertain  the 
character  of  a  question,  that  is,  whether  it  is^a 
party  one  or  not,  it  is  first  necessary  to  ascertain 
who  are  the  different  individuals  that  constitute 
the  different  parties,  and  how  these  individuals 
stand  in  relation  to  tne  question  to  be  decided  on. 
If  all  or  almost  all  of  each  political  sect  are  ar- 
rainged,  one  for,  the  other  against  the  measure, 
then  it  may  be  deemed  a  party  question ;  but  it 
a  ^ry  lar^e  portion  of  one  of  your  political  par- 
ties,**  carrying  with  it  some  of  your  most  distin- 
guished members,  is  found  opposed  to  another 
portion  of  its  own  party,  you  can  no  longer  call 
this  a  party  question. 

Each  portion  of  this  divided  party  may  claim 
its  exclusive  identification  with  the  party  itself, 
and  upbraid  the  other  with  the  epithet  of  apos- 
tate; but  their  pretensions  will  not  be  admitted 
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unless  supported  by  higher  aathority  than  that 
which  is  derived  from  .the  arrocrance  of  one  sec- 
tion of  this  divided   party.    Wi^en  I  view  the 
JournaU  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
cast  my  eyes  over  the  yeas  and.nayson  this  ques- 
tion, as  decided  there  some  days  past,  and  fin<l 
some  of  the  most  zealous  and  distinguished  Re- 
publicans in  the  affirmative ;  when  I  reflect  on 
the  number  and  great  weight  of  character  of  ihe 
Republican  members  of  this  honorable  body  who 
concur  with  me  in  opinion  th^t  it  is  proper  the 
re^incorporation  of  liie  bank  should  prevail,  I 
consider  it  as  the  height  of  arrogance,  and  the 
most  baseless  of  all  unfounded  pretensions,  in 
those  of  the  Republican  party  who  are  opposed 
to  this  measure,  to  call  this  a. party  question,  to 
identify  themselves  exclusively  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  to  insinuate  that  such  Repobli* 
cans  as  vote  for  this  bili  have  abandoned  their 
political  principles.     By  what   authority  can 
those  Republican  gentlemen,  who  oppose  this 
bill,  appropriate  exclusively  to  themselves  the 
character  of  Republicans ;  are  there  not,  among 
those  of  the  Republicans  who  are  in  favor  of  this 
measure,  men  of  as  gpeat  weight  of  character  as 
those  who  are  opposed  to  them ;  men,  who  can 
offer  as  distinguished  and  as  proud  and  elevated 
pretensions  for  the  zeal,  the  diligence,  the  fidel- 
ity, and  the  fortitude  they  displayed  in  the  R^* 
publican  cause  during  ihe  period  o^its  adversity, 
as  any  this  country  contains?    Who,  sir,  in  the 
hour  of  difficulty,  at  that  period  which  tried  men's 
souls,  when  republicanism  meant  more  than  a 
name,  and  its  advocates  were  stigmatized  as  fac- 
tious demagogues   and   upbraided   with   every 
odious    epithet—who,  sir,  at  this  inauspicious 
moment  occupied  a  more  eminent  and  distin- 
guished station  in  the  Republican  ranks  than  the 
present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  is  the 
nrst  to  recommend  this  measure  ?  And  is  Albert 
Gallatin,  one  of  those  who  pre-eminently  contrib- 
uted to  form  the  Atlas,  on  whose  shoulders  the 
fate  of  Republicaqism  rested,  at  the  moment 
when  it  was  surrounded  with  such  numerous 
and  ferocious  assailants — is  he  not  a  Republican? 
Nay,  Mr.  President,  are  there  none  in  this  body 
of  the  veteran  politicians  who  contributed  to 
form  that  Spartan  hand  who  so  nobly  defended 
the  Republican  cause,  when  it  exposed  its  advo- 
cates to  every  species  of  obloquv  and  political 
persecution— are  there  none  of  that  description 
in  this  body  that  mean  to  vote  for  this  bill? 
It  will,  with  justice,  not  be  denied.    Mr.  Presi- 
dent, who  are  the  characters  who  have  proclaim- 
ed this  to  be  a  party  question  ?    Does  mj  col- 
league, who  was  ioferior  in  zeal  and  efiiciency 
to  no  one  in  the  Councils  of  our  country,  at  the 
crisis  I  have  been  speaking  of— does  he  call  this 
a  party. question?    Does  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  who  also  bore  his  share  in 
the  honorable  conflict  for  Republican  principles ; 
does  he  call  this  a  party  question  ?    No,  sir,  they 
each  know  the  reverse,  and  are  too  honorable  and 
just  to  make  such  an  insinuation.    It  is  not,  sir, 
irom  those  political  veterans  whose   standing 
might  justify  them  for  making  some  pretensioni 


th&t  this  exclusive  claim  to  Republicanism  is  in- 
sisted on,  both  within  and  without  our  doors.  It 
is  made  by  characters  that  at  the  period  of  Re- 
publican adversity  were  not  known  in  the  Coun- 
cils of  our  nation,  or  were  pexhaps  in  most  in* 
stances  boys  at  school;  and  are  these  unfledged, 
fair-weather  politicians,  in  these  halcyon  days  of 
Republicanism,  to  attribute  to  themselves  the 
exclusive  monopoly  of  Republican  principles,  and 
stigmatize  as  apostates  those  veteran  poliiiciaos 
to  whose  persecutions  and  exertions  the  triumph 
and  preservation  of  Republican  principles  can 
alone  be  attributed  ?  These,  sir,  are  modest  pre- 
tensions, and  the  public  will  dulv  appreciate 
them  wnen  they  learn  the  source  from  whence 
they  come  and  the  characters  to  whom  they  are 
to  be  applied.^  If  to  be  of  an  opinion  that  there 
is  a  Constitutional  power  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  establish  a  National  Bank,  is  ai>  apostacy 
from  the  Republican  cause,  then  Mr.  Jefferson 
and  the  two  tiouses  of  Congress  during  hts  Ad- 
ministration, who  considered  this  a  settled  aad 
an  adjudicated  pointy  and  in  repeated  instances 
legislated  on  this  prmciple,  and  passed  laws  re- 
cognising the  constitutionality  of  sucb  an  insti- 
tution— then,  sir,  Mr.  Jefferson  and  the  majority 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  during  his  Ad- 
ministration have  apostatized,  as  also  has  Albert 
Gallatin,  who,  relying  on  the  score  of  precedent, 
has  considered  this  as  an  adjudicated  question, 
acid  in  his  report  recommended  its  adoption — he 
also  has  apostatized  from  the  Republican  party. 
Mr.  President,  I  remember  to  have  heard  an 
instance  mentioned  when  a  gloomy  and  ferocious 
fanatic  was  pronouncing  eternal  damnation  on 
all  who  died  without  the  pale  of  his  church— that 
a  more  benevolent  and  liberal  person  who  heard 
him,  in  order  to  obviate  such  monstrous  doctrine; 
enumerated  a  great  many  of  the  most  amiable 
of  their  common  acquaintance  and  even  rela- 
tives whom  the  hand  of  death  had  taken  from, 
them,  that  were  not  of  the  same  religious  teneu 
with  this  ianatic,  and  interrogated  him  what  had 
become  of  each  of  these  amiable  and  dear  friends 
and  relations?  The  fanatic  replied,  they  were 
all  in  hell ;  to  which  the  interrogator  rejoined 
that  Ju  also  would  go  to  hell,  for  he  was  sure  if 
the  information  he  had  just  received  was  true  he 
should  find  better  company  there  than  in  any 
other  region  he  could  repair  to«  With  the  same 
desire  to  get  in  good  company,  if  Mr.  Jefferson 
and  the  majorities  of  Congress,  during  his  Admin- 
istration, and  Albert  Gallatin,  have  apostatized 
from  the  Republican  party.  I  also  am  content  to 
be  an  apostate.  I  am  sure  1  know  of  no  political 
sect  that  have  bokanifested  opinions  so  congenial 
with  my  own  as  they  have  done,  and  with  them 
I  wish  to  be  associated. 

Mr.  President,  I  beg  leave  to  remind 4hese  new- 
born, unknown,  self-created,  exclusive  Republi- 
cans, who  hurl  apostapy  and  other  denunciation 
with  such  liberality  against  all  that  will  vote  for 
this  bill,  that  many  of  their  own  party,  many  of 
those  who  vote  with  them,  avow  a  belief,  that 
Congress  has  the  power  to  create  a  bank,  but 
they  do  not  think  it  expedient  at  present  to  re- 
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charter  this  bank.  I  understand  the  honorebte 
member  from  Marjfland  has  can  did  ly^  and  honor- 
ably avowed  this  opinion — many  others  are  knovn 
to  eotertain  jlhe  same  sentimentSi  (though  they 
vill  sot  acknowledge  them  with  the  same  can- 
dor,) who  have  and  witl  Tote  a^^ainst  this  bill. 
To  those  who  entertain  this  sentiment  how  can 
ihh  be  a  party  question  1  The  only  incident 
which  gives  it  the  character  of  a  paity  question 
ia,  the  opinion  that  a  such  a  law  is  Constitutional 
or  otherwise ;  and  a  determination  to  rote  in  (he 
affirmative  or  negative,  as  that  opinion  shall  dic- 
tate. Now»  to  such  gentlemen  as  believe  the  law 
Coostitotiooal  and  yet  vote  against  it,  it  canqot 
be  a  party  question.  Those  wno  are  in  this  sit- 
uation, aod  .endeavor  to  overthrow  (he  bill  bv 
the  prejudices  they  may  create  i^nst  it,  by  at- 
feetipg  to  call  it  a  party  qoestioni  though  ^ecretlv 
aod  in  their  own  Bunds  they  entertain  no  such 
belief— such  ffentlemen,  Mr.  President,  as  act  in 
this maooer,  fight  under  false  colore., 

Ml  Presideni,  it  is  painful  for  any  gentleman 
wbea  addressing  this  House  to  speaa  of  himself, 
aod  to  make  his  past  political  conduct  the  theme 
of  his  observations;  but,  in  an  instance  lik^ 
thiS)  when  insinuations  are  made  so  calculated  to 
excite  the  most  poignant  sensibility — when  a 
charge  of  inconsistency  and  dereliction  of  former 
political  principles  is  made,  it  is  pardonable  to 
lake  a  review  of  our  past  political  conduct,  for 
the  purpose  of  repelling  charges  which  create 
eootioot  proportioned  to  the  ardor  and  fidelity 
with  which  we  are  conscious  of  cherishing  those 
priociples  which  we  are  accused  of  having  ahaU'* 
doned.  Doriog  the  most  arduous  ccAiflicts  of  the 
Repubjieaa  party,  at  a  time  when  it  was  borne 
dovo  bv  domineering  and  tyrannical  majorities, 
although  I  occupied  no  prominent  station,  it  cer- 
taioly  was  not  my  fortooe  to  repose  upon  a  bed 
of  roses.  It  was  at  this  most  inauspicious  pe- 
riod, as  it  respected  the  fortune  of  the  party  to 
which  I  was  attached,  that  I  first  acquired  a  sett 
^  the  other  branch  of  the  National  Legislature. 
The  four  years  during  which  I  retained  it  may 
be  considered  as  the  very  time,  when,  above  any 
other,  party  intolerance  was  carried  to  the  greatest 
excess,  when  a  Republican  was  almost  hunted 
down  in  thestreeu  of  PhiladdpUia,  where  Con- 
gress then  sat ;  when  the  Republican  members 
were  reduced  ia  Congress  on  great  and  critical 
questions,  which  served  moat  precisely  to  desig- 
nate the  two  parties*  to  a  very  inconsiderable 
bodjr;  when,  to  be  called  a  Republican,  was,  in 
the  estimation  of  the  dominant  party,  to  promul- 
pte  outlawry  against  you  in  the  code  of  human- 
l|^aDd  tocut  you  ofi'from  almost  all  the  chari- 
ties of  life;  at  this  period,  sir,  it  was  my  fortune 
to  represent  the  only  Federal  district  jn  the  State 
of  VirgiQia,  (and  1p  be  the  only  Republican  rep- 
^otative  that  this  district  either  before  or  after 
elected  to  Congress;)  it  was  my  fortune  to  receive 
duriuj^  this  adverse  and  tempestuous  period  al- 
iBost  iaoumerable  addresses  from  my  constitu- 
ents, which  I  was  made  the  organ  to  present  to 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates,. stigmatizing 
^tth  the  sererest  animadrexaioQs  my  pQlitical 


conduct  and  that  of  the  party  with  which  i 
.thought  and  acted.  Let  the  Journals  of  tha 
House  of  Representatives  during^  this  alarming 
and  eventful  crisis  be  examined,  and  let  the  r«* 
corded  Totesdf  that  body  be  resorted  to  in  order 
to  ascertain  whether  I  was  inferior  in  prompt!* 
tude,  fidelity,  and  ardor^  for  the  Republican  causey 
to  any  mieral>er  of  the  Republican  party.  During 
the  whole  of  this  period  I  was  suffering  under  the 
moat  painful  state  of  ill  health,  yet  such  was  my 
anxiety  to  show  my  disapprobation  of  the  ruin*- 
oos  measures  pursned  by  the  then  dominant  and 
infatuated  party,  that  1  oecnpied  my  seat  ia  Con* 
greas,  in  Tery  many  instances,  when,  if  I  had  at« 
tended  to  my  own  ease  and  health,  I  should  have 
confined  myself  to  the  bed ;  and  I  challenge  the 
moat  minoie  and  accurate  investigator  to  poiai 
out  one  instance  where  any  measures  were  taken 
In  Congress  calculated  to  interest  party  feeling« 
when  I  was  absent  from  toy  post,  or  failed  to  al^ 
test  by  my  irote  the  sincerity  of  my  devotion  to' 
the  Republican  cause.  Under  these  circumstan^ 
ces,  I  had  flattered  myaell  that  I  had  some  hum- 
ble nsetenaioas  to  the  public  confidence,  when  I 
prolcssed  my  early  and  continued  devotion  to  the 
principles  of  republicanism,  but  1  discover  that  I 
am  mistaken,  and  that  a  new  order  of  fortunate 
politicians  ha^e  come  iiito  existence  in  the  prea* 
ent  propitious  hours  of  republicanism,  and  hare 
so  exdttsively  engrossed  the  whole  of  this  pre- 
cious commodity,  that  they  will  not  permit  their 
elder  order  of  paiitical  men,  to  whose  exertions 
it  is  indebted  for  its  rery  existence,  to  have  one 
particle  of  it.  If  this  new  created  order  of  patri* 
ots  will  banish  mef,  and  all  who  think  with  me, 
on  this  oecasion,  from  the  Republican  ranks,  they 
cannot  deprive  us  of  this  eonsolalioo,  that,  in  the 
state  of  exile  and  denunciation,  they  place  us  in 
company  at  least  as  respectable  as  that  from 
which  we  are  driven.  If  to  be  associated  in  the 
same  political  dass  with  the  late  President,  with 
the  majorities  of  Congress  dur,inff  his  Adminis- 
tration, and  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  coatradistinctioa  to.  this  new  order  ofexclusiire 
Republicans,  is  the  result  of  these  denunciations, 
I  am  willing  to  encounter  their  consequences. 

Mr.  President,  if  I  and  those  of  the  Republican 
party  who  act  with  me  on  the  present  oecasiooi 
nave  aoostatized  from  our  former  political  prtn« 
ciples,  I  can  say  with  truth,  so  iar  as  the  charge 
respecu  myself,  that  the  motire  by  which  I  an 
actuated  miietnot  only  be  disinterested  but  Tory 
different  from  that  which  generally  operates  ob 
the  humaa  mind.  In  the  moat  gloomy  hour  of 
Republican  adversity,  during  the  sererest  dennn-r 
ciations  and  pemeeutiona  which  it  experienced  ; 
at  an  hour  when  our  political  hemisphere  was 
pregnant  with  a  tempest  which  threatened  de^ 
struction  to  all  its  votaries ;  when  I  represented 
the  only  Federal  district  in  the  State  of  Viiqginta, 
and  my  constituents  were  constantly  sending 
on  loyal  ^addresses,  in  the  most  pointed  manner 
animadverting  on  the  party  with  whom  I  waa 
associated;  under  all  these  adverse  circttmstancc& 
I  was  not  inferior  to  any  one  in  fidelity  and  zeal 
for  the  Re|»abiica^  oaus%    Bat,  at  thia  peiipd  of 
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Republiean  triumph,  when  to  be  asMciated  with 
that  party,  is  the  oest  passport  to  all  the  honors 
mad  offices  of  our  eountrf ,  when  I  am  elected  to 
m  seat  in  this  Terf  elevated  and  honorable  body 

Sthe  TOte  of  a  Kepublican  Legtslatore  of  one 
the  most  uniform  and  unanimously  Republi? 
can  States  in  the  Union ;  in  such  a  crisis,  and  id 
aoch  a  state  of  things.  I  have  abandoned  the  Re- 
publican party  I  If  tne  charge  be  just,  I  can  only 
vepeat,  that  I  must  be  actuated  by  motives  Tiery 
different  from  those  which  jgenerally  operate  on 
the  human  bosom.  No  consideration  of  pecan ia« 
ly  aggrandizement  could  hare  had  any  operation 
oa  me  in  relation  to  the  subject  under  coosidervr 
tion  ;  any  other  than  a  wish  to  advance  thegen-^ 
«iml  happiness  of  society,  for  I  never  had  a  &Bk 
ahare  in  any  bank  whatever,  nor  have  I  ever  had 
any  nmtiation  with,  or  requested  or  obtained  a 
loan  ofone  pennjr  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  or  any  of  its  branches.  I  must  here  re* 
nark,  if  this  abandonment  and  tergiversation  of 
folitical  principles  is  instly  attributable  to  me,  I 
am  not  conscious  of  the  motive  which  produced 
It.  Whether  I  shall  be  considered  faithlal  to  Re- 
publican principles,  my  country  must  determine; 
and  to  this  tribunal  I  cheerfully  appeal.  But 
whether,  in  the  vote  I  am  aboat  to  give,  I  shall 
•vince  uniformity  of  political  principles,  is  not  a 

Sioestion  that  I  will  submit  as  a  matter  of  doubt 
or  the  decision  of  any  one.  It  is  a  matter  of 
lact,  susceptible  of  immediate  and  copclusiv^ 
demonstration.  The  first  time  I  was  a  eandidatfe 
for  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  a 
gentleman  who  was  a  competitor  with  me  for 
that  station, published  a  lengthy  address  to  the 
freeholders  of  the  district^  which  we  each  wished 
to  represent,  which  was,  m  some  measure,  a  pro- 
fession of  political  faith^  and  seemed  to  tail  on 
lae  to  make  public  a  similar  exposition  of  my  po- 
litical sentiments.  The  question  concerning  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  then  a  topic 
more  generally  adverted  to,  than  it  has  been 
for  some  years  past;  it  was,  of  course,  dilated 
oa  in  the  address  of  my  competitor,  which 
imposed  aa  obligation  on  me  to  express  my  sen* 
timents  on  this  subject,  in  the  answer  which 
I  published  to  this  address.  I  have  no  copy  of 
mj  answer  in  my  possession,  nor  have  I  seen 
it  for  several  years;  but  I  tave  no  doubt  but 
aome  copies  of  it  are  to  be  found,  and  if  they  can 
be  folind,  it  will  be  seen  that  I  therein  waive  all 
considerations  respecting  the  original  constitu- 
tionality of  the  bank,  and,  after  making  some  re- 
ouirks  respecting  it,  which  I  do  not  now  recollect, 
oonclude  with  observing,  that  however  inexpedi- 
cot  at  first,  it  cannot  now  be  touched  without  im- 
pairing public  credit  and  ^akine  our  Constitu- 
tion to  its  base.  These,  I  think,  are  the  very 
words  used  in  my  answer.  Thus,  sir,  recorded 
evidence  may  be  produced,  that,  in  the  very  first 
actof*iny  political  life,  (as  relates  to  the  Qeoeral 
Government,)  on  the  first  promulgation  of  my 
political  sentiments,  when  I  was  a  very  young 

man^  I  avowed  the  sentiments  I  now  prufess,  nnd  I  pi ^ , 

in  conformity  with  which  I  now  act.    If  I  was   professed  at  the  commencement  of  my  politico 
a  Republican  at  the  time  I  published  this  answer, '  life,  because  every  passing  day's  experience  serre* 


if  the  sentiments  it  contained  consigned  me  in 
the  public  estimation  to  the  Republican  party,  if 
I  acted  and  shall  act.  in  my  political  career  io 
conformity  to  these  sentiments,  I  have  some  lat- 
ent suspicions  that  I  should  have  some  preteo- 
sion§  to  the  character  of  a  Reifublican.  if  it  were 
not  discovered  that  a  new  order  of  patriots  has 
lately  arisen,  which  has  exclusively  appropriated 
to  itself  every  Republican  attribute,  and  will  Dot 
permitaov  of  its  beniffn  influedce  to  animate  tke 
iXMoms  or  those  who  have  preceded  them  in  the 
theatre  of  public  life,  thoush  it  is  exelasireij 
owing  to  the  exertions  of  the  latter,  that  its  ge- 
nial and  hallowed  flame  has  not  been  entireli 
extinguished.  From  the  exposition'!  have  jast 
made,  whatever  may  be  the  political  sect  with 
which  I  and  UMuy  others  of  my  more  illustrioai 
political  associates  are  arrayed,  I  hope  it  will  at 
least  be  admitted,  that  I  have  acted  withcoDsiit- 
ency  and  in  conformity  wi^  my  earliest  profes- 
sions. I  am  conscious  of  possessing  bat  little 
political  merit,  and  my  anxiety  to  have  credit  for 
what  little  I  do  possess,  is  augmented  from  mf 
consciousness  or  the  scantiness  of  the  geoeru 
stock.  When  we  possess  bat  little,  that  Tittle  is 
our  all,  and  its  value  is  proportionally  enhaoeed 
from  this  consideratioh.  CoDststencv  of  politi- 
cal opinion,  and  steady  adherence  to  those  tenets 
with  which  I  had  commenced  my  political  life, 
was  one  of  those,  humble  recommendations  for 
public  confidence  to  which  I  flattered  myself  I 
could  make  some  just  pretensions ;  nor  will  the 
review  I  have  Just  taken  of  the  commencement 
and  progress  of  my  political  life,  diminish  these 
pretensions.  *  Whether  this  new  order  of  exela* 
sive  Republicans,  who  have  made  their  appear- 
ance upon  the  theatre  of  public  life  more  recendf 
than  it  was  my  fortune  to  do,  shall  succeed  to  ex- 
cluding from  the  Republican  raaks  the  late  Pret* 
ident  of  the  United  States  and  the  majority  of 
Congress,  as  also  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea&ory 
and  all  the  Republican  members  of  Congress  who 
voted  for  the  bill  under  consid ration ;  I  say,  Mr. 
President,  whether  this  is  effected  or  not,  in  either 
case  the  charee  of  apostacy  or  dereliction  of  po* 
liticat  principles,  cannot  apply  to  tne,  beeanse  I 
now  act  in  strict  conformity  vrith  the  professioa 
of  political  faith  which  I  made  at  the  commence 
ment  of  my  public  life  (in  relation  to  the  Qorera- 
meni  of  the  United  States.)  With  wbaierer 
political  sect  I  may  be  associated  in  consequence 
of  the  affirmative  vote  I  shall  ^ve  to  the  bill  now 
deliberated  on,  from  the  considerations  already 
enumerated,  I  shall  at  least  stand  absolved  from 
all  imputations  of  inconsistencv,  insincerity,  or 
apostacy.  My  candor  cannot  be  impeached;! 
cannot  be  accused  with  advocating  now  a  doc- 
trine I  once  reprobated,  nor  of  vibrating  in  my 
political  opinions  with  a  vibrating  state  of  things. 
Nor  has  any  one  the  right  to  question  the  sincer- 
ity of  the  solemn  declaration  I  now  maire,  that 
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Bore  firmly  to  eonriiiee  me  of  their  acearaey  | 
tnd  laperiative  exeelleoee,  and  that  the  preser- 
TatioQ  of  those  priociples.  In  their  utmost  parity, 
is  best  ealcttlaiea  to  preserre  the  liberty  and  pro- 
mote the  general  w^fare  of  the  nation. 

WsDifcsDAT,  February  20. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PREBIDEHT  OF  THE  UnITEO  StATES  : 

To  the  Senate  and  Haunt  of 

KtpnuntaHwM  of  the  United  State»: 
I  Itj  before  Congress  a  retOrn  of  the  nilitia  of  the 
United  States,  as  receired  by  the  Department  of  War, 
from  the  ierera]  States  and  Territories. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
FisavimT  19,  1811. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  and  documents  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mf.  CuTTSj  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  making  further  provisions  for  the  disposal  of 
tbe  sections  of  land  heretofore  reserved  for  the 
future  disposition  of  Congress,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, correctly  engrossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read 
tbe  third  time  as  ameDded, 

RcMolved.  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  ti- 
tie  thereof  DC  ''An  act  making  further  provisions 
foptbe  disDosal  of  the  sections  of  land  neretofure 
reserved  for  the  future  disposition  of  CongresS| 
and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Geeqo,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  establishing  navy 
hosnitalsj'*  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BradlbTv  from  the  committee  to  whom 
iras  referred  the Vilt,  entitled  '*  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Peter  Audrain,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  ""An  act  for  the  relief  of  Rich-, 
ard  Tervin,  William  Coleman,  Kdwin  Lewis, 
Samuel  Mims,  Joseph  Wilson,  and  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Salem  Meeting-house,  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Terrritory ;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the 
sale  of  a  tract  of  land  lying  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  a  tract  in  the  Indiana  Territory,"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled,  **  An  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  cause  a  general  index  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  to  be  made,  printed, 
and  distributed,"  was  read  the  third  time  j  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Crawford,  postponed  to  the 
first  Monday  in  December  next. 

The  PacfliDENT  communicated  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  ap- 
provipg  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  re- 
specting titles  of  nobility  ;  which  was  read,  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley,  ordered  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
Slate. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.    . 

* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
tD  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
Mnbers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  passed 
on  the  25tk  day  of  February,  1791. 


Mr.  Caawroao  said  he  regretted  extremelfi 
that  at  so  late  an  hour,  he  was  constrained  to 
throw  himself  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  Sen- 
ate, especially  as  the  subject  was  so  much  ex* 
haustM  by  the  able  and  animated  discussiona 
which  had  for  so  many  days  attracted  their  at- 
tention.   Before  I  enter  upon  the  few  remarlu^ 
which  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  make  in  reply  to  the 
numerous  comments  which  have  been  made  upon 
the  observations  which  I  had  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  at  the 
commencement  of  this  discussion,  permit  me^ 
sir,  to  acknowledge  tbe  liberality  and  indul- 
gence with  which  those  observations  hav?  been 
generally  treated.    In  the  course  of  the  few  ob- 
servations to  which  I  intend  to  confine  myself,  it 
•hall  be  mv  endeavor  to  exercise  that  indulgence 
towards  others  which  has  been  extended  to  me. 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay)  com- 
plains of  the  committee,  because  thev  have  lis- 
tened to  the  representations  of  two  delegations 
from  the  city  of  Philadelphia  who  presented  me- 
morials to  tne  Senate,  who  referred  them  to  the 
committeii ;  and  because  the  committee  have,  ia 
his  opinion,  given  an  Adventitious  importance  to 
their  representations,  bj  the  minuteness  and  by 
the  pomp  and  parade  with  which  they  have  been 
detailed  to  the  Senate.    It  will  be  recollected 
that  the  committee  did  not  seek  the  post  which 
has  been  assigned  them  by  the  Senate,  nor  did 
they  desert  it  after  it  was  assigned  to  them.    Tbe 
object  of  referring  petitions  to  committees  is  to 
collect  that  information  which  the  Senate  ou^h^ 
to  have  before  it  acts,  and  which  in  its  collective 
capacity  it  cannot  obtain.    It  has  always  been 
the  practice  of  committees  to  permit  the  peti- 
Ueaers  to  be  present  at  their  meetings,  to  make 
such  explanations,  and  to  give  such  information 
touching  the  subject  of  their  petition,  as  they 
think  conneoted  with  it.    It  is  the  duty  of  com* 
mtttees  to  detail  to  the  Senate  the  information 
which  they  collect,  to  enable  the  members  to 
lake  a  full  view  of  the  subject  upon  which  they 
are  called  npon  to  act.    The  committee  in  the 
present  ease  has  done  all  this,  and  it  has  done 
ttothinff  more.    Had  it  pursued  a  different  course 
it  would  have  justly  subjected  itself  to  the  ani- 
madversions of  the  Senate.    To  the  information 
oolleeted  by  the  committee  from  these  delega- 
tions, and  laid  before  the  Senate,  mv  friend  from 
MaryUmd  (Mr.  Smith)  has  opposed  a  statement 
of  facts,  and  his  opinion  founded  upon  those 
facts.    As  the  situation  and  talents  of  that  gen- 
tleman entitle  his  statements  and  opinions  to 
great  weight  $  as  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the 
votes  of  several  members  will  ultimately  rest 
upon  the  weight  of  his  authority,  my  honorable 
friend  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  will  pardon 
me  if  I  should  examine-  his  observations  rather 
according  to  the  rules  of  evidence,  than  those  of 
logic.    In  making  this  declaration  I  wish  to  be 
explicitly  understood,  as  excluding  every  idea  of 
chargipg  that  gentleman  with  having  made  state- 
nients  which  he  did  not  believe,  or  with  having 
given  opinions  he  did  not  entertain.    I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  he  sincerely  believea  in  the  eof 
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Mctness  of  bis  statameBts,  and  io  the  aeeamcy 
of  his  opinions ;  bat  if,  io  the  cottrse  of  ray  ob- 
aerTations^  I  shall  prove  incootescably  that  he  ia 
mistaken  in  some  of  his  suitements  and  opinions, 
it  will  leach  the  Senate  the  necessity  of  weigh* 
ing  the  remainder  of  them  with  great  circara* 
apection.  If  I  shall  be  able  to  show'  that  he  is 
mistaken  in  a  case,  the  evidence  of  which  is 
matter  of  record,  that  circnmstanee  alone  will 
induce  the  Senate  to  reject  all  idea  of  receiving 
his  statements  and  opinions  with  implicit  confi* 
dence.  But,  sir,  before  I  proceed  further  in  my 
observations,  permit  me  to  notice  an  expression 
which  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
on  my  right,  (Mr..  WaiTESinB.)  I  understood 
that  ffentleroan  to  say,  that  those  Republieans 
who  thouj;ht  the  law  incorporating  the  bank  was 
Constitutional,  had  been  guilty  of  apostitcy.  I 
hope  I  misunderstood  the  gentleman;  if  I  am 
mistaken  it  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  be 
corrected,  because  the  declaration  made  a  very 
strong  impression  upon  my  mind,  and  excited  the 
most  unpleasant  sensations.  [Mr.  W.  explained. 
Be  said  an  impression  bad  b^n  made  upon  his 

Siind  that  the  l>ank  charter  was  unconstitutional, 
ut  that  he  had  never  examined  the  subject  mi* 
liutely  until  it  bad  became  his  duty  to  do  it. 
That  th^t  examination  had  convinced  him  that 
It  was  unconstitutional,  and  that  those  Republi- 
cans who  now  supported  the  renewal  must  have 
apostatized.]  Then,  sir^  I  say  that  this  is  laa- 
fuage  which  no  ffentleman  ought  to  use  towards 
anv  member  of  this  honorable  body ;  and,  sir,  it 
is  language  which  no  gentleman  shall  without 
the  walls  of  the  Senate  use  to  me  with  impu- 
nity. [Mr.  W.  explained  by^ying  that  he  did 
Aot  say  that  gentlemen  had  apostauzed,  but  that 
he  had  only  said  in  his  opinion  they  had  aposta- 
tized.] I  wish  the  gentleman  had  been  able  to 
make  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  his  unwar- 
rantable declaration.  What  right  has  he  to  make 
iiis  opinion  of  the  Constitution  the  test  of  other 
men's  republicanism  1  By  what  authority  does 
he  erect  bis  opinion  as  the  standard  of  repuolioan 
jorthodoxy?  as  the  standard  by  which  the  re- 
pul^icanism  of  other  ffentlemen  is  to  be  tried? 
.The  gentleman  has  mistaken  his  standard  in  the 
Rep^blican  party.  I  disclaim  all  authority  in  a 
case  of  this  kind,  and  more  especially  the  author- 
ity of  the  i^entleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
JMaryland  has  declared,  that  the  act  incorpora- 
ting the  Bank  of  the  United  States  Was  in  its 
origin  a  party  queetion. ,  [Mr.  Smith  explained : 
fie  did  nut  say  it  was  a  party  question,  but  that 
it  had  given  rise  to  party.]  If  I  have  mistaken 
what  tell  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  I  am  not  in  what  fell  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  on  my  right,  (Mr.  Wbits- 
aiofi.)  Sir,  the  assertion  is  not  only  without 
prooi,  but  it  is  contradicted  by  matter  of  record. 
A  reference  to  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  bill  in 
both  Houses  of  Congress  will  prove  that  many 
of  our  most  distinguished  Republicans  voted  Cqt 
our  bill,  and  some  of  the  most  respectable  Fed- 
eral members  voted  again8t.it*    In  the  observa- 


tions which  I  made  when  I  had  cbe  boner  of  ad- 
dressing the  Senate  at  the  opening  of  this  dif- 
cussion,  I  attempted  to  show  that  the  idea  of 
party,  as  now  known,  did  aot  then  exist  in  the 
United  States.    That  the  .parties  then  koowii 
were  those  who  were  the  friends  of  the  Federal 
Constitution^  and  .those  who  were  opposed  to  it 
Nothing  which  I  have  heard  advanced  upoa  this 
subject  in  reply  to  my  observations  has  made  the 
slightest  impression  upon  my  mind  against  the 
correcmess  of  the  opinion  .which  I  then  ad* 
vanced.    I  nnderstood  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land to  say,  that  the  Conmss  which  passed  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the  bank  was  capriciously  ap* 
portioned,  and  consisted  of  sixty-nve  members, 
and  that  of  that  number  only  thirty-nine  Toted 
for  it.    That  if  the  members  had  been  appor- 
tioned as  the  Constitution  directs,  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  population,  in  his  opinion  the  bill  Dever 
would  have  been  passed.    Sir,  let  us  exatnioe 
the  correqtness  of  this  opinion :  Every  memher 
present  but  one,  from  the  States  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island.  ConoeciicDt, 
New  York,  New  Jersev,  Pennsylvania,  and  Del- 
aware, voted  for  the  bill,  together  with  two  from 
the  State  of  Maryland,  two  from  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  and  one  from  the  Stale  of  Soath 
Carolina,    The  eight  States  who  voted  uoaoi- 
moQsly  for  the  bank,  one  onlv  excepted,  upoa 
the  apportionment  under  the  first  enumeratioo, 
give  a  net  gain  of  twenty  members,  while  the 
oth^r  few  States,  most  or  whom  voted  against 
the  bank,  give  a  net  gain  of  sixteen  members. 
Thus,  sir,  if  we  may  judge  of  the  coodact  of 
members  in  a  geographical  point  of  view,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  friends  of  the  baok 
would  have  been  considerably  increased  by  a 
correct  apportionment.    The  vote  in  the  Hoose 
of  Representatives  on  the  final  passage  of  the 
bill  was  thirty-nine  to  twenty.    In  the  Senate 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  two  quesuons 
during  its  pendency  there.    Upon  the  first  the 
yeas  were  sixteen,  the  nays  six.    Upon  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  twelfib  section,  which  re- 
strains the  right  of  Congress  to  create  any  other 
bank  during  the  existence  of  that  about  to  be 
created,  the  yeas  were  five,  and  the  nays  eight- 
een.   The  opinion  then  is  wholly  incorrect, and 
yet  the  evidence  upon  which  this  opioion  oo^bt 
to  have  been  formed  was  matter  of  record.    Sir, 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  said  that  this 
bank  has  been  mischievous  io  its  consequences, 
and  that  wherever  it  has  established  a  branch  it 
has  immediately  produced  a  necessity  for  crea- 
ting other  banks.    I  would  ask  what  has  created 
the  necessity  of  creating  banks  in  New  Hamp' 
shire,  Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
Jersey,  Delaware,  North  Carolina,  and  the  West- 
ern States?    This  bank  has  never  established  a 
branch  bank  in  any  one  of  these  States,  and  yet 
they  have,  without,  I  believe,  a  single  exception, 
established  banks ;  while  the  State  of  GeorgiaT 
where  a  branch  bank  has  been  long  estabiisbe^ 
has  not  until  within  a  few  months  past  estab- 
lished a  single  bank.    What  cause  is  it  that  has 
inflaenced.  the  Legislatures  of  Maryland, Ftos- 
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sjUwiB,  and  several  other  States,  to  create  so 
many  banks  witbia  a  few  mooths  past?    Is  it 
owie^  to  the  raisehievous  effects  of  the  Baok  of 
theUaited  States?    Sir.  the  facts  I  have  staled 
show  conclusively  that  the  cause  assigned  by  my 
hoDonible  friend  from  Mar]riand  cannot  be  the 
ooe  which  has  produced  this  multiplication  of 
baoks.    Some  other  cause  mast  foe  sought  for, 
and  in  my  opinion  a  more  rational  one  is  ready 
at  hand.    The  effects  of  the  bank  and  of  its 
braacbes  wherever  established,  upon  the  prosper- 
ity of  the  people,  and  of  the  commerce  of  the 
place,  removed  the  long-rooted  objections  which 
existed  against  banks,  and  hence  their  great  in« 
crease  io  all  the  States. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  has  stated  sev- 
eral cases  in  which  the  State  banks,  and  the 
Imnks  of  this  Territory  have  accommodated  the 
Governmenl,  where  the  United  States  had  re- 
fused. The  cases  stated  prove  nothing,  and  ought 
to  have  no  iAfloence  with  this  Government  in 
establishing  a  permanent  system  of  revenue.  If 
the  State  and  Territorial  Daoks  have  upon  sev- 
eral occasions  received  the  bills  of  other  State 
banks  to  accommodate  the  Government,  it  was 
because  it  suited  their  convenience  at  ih«  time. 
It  was  a  mere  temporary  transaction,  and  forms 
an  eiception  to  the  general  rule.  The  charter  of 
no  bank  in  the  United  States  compels  them  to 
take  the  paper  of  other  banks,  and  whether  they 
do  receive  them  or  not  will  depend  upon  contin- 
geat  circumstances,  or  upon  whim  and  caprice. 
No  reliance,  therefore,  ought  to  be  placed  upon 
the  daratlon  of  any  regulation  which  is  not  en- 
forced by  their  charters.  The  gentleman  from 
Maryland  thinks  that  the  United  States  will 
have  the  same  influence  over  the  State  banks 
that  ii  has  had,  and  will  have  over  that  of  the 
UDiied  States.  If  he  is  correct  as  to  the  extent 
of  that  influence,  bis  conclusion  may  be  correctly 
drawn.  But,  sir,  is  it  true  that  the  National 
Government  has  no  other  influence  over  this 
bank  than  that  which  can  be  produced  by  with- 
drawing of  its  deposttes?  If  it  is  so,  then  it 
must  be  admitted  that  the  United  States  will 
have  the  aame  infl,uence  over  the  State  baoks 
that  they  will  have  over  one  of  their  own  crea- 
tion, because  they  can  as  easily  withdraw  their 
depositet  from  the  one  as  the  other.  But,  sir, 
the  United  States  have  an  influence  over  the 
Baok  of  the  United  States,  which  is  whollv  in- 
dependent of,  and  unconnected  with,  the  right  of 
withdrawing  their  deposites  from  iu  vaults.  The 
baak  is  dependent  on  them  fur  its  existence.  By 
reoewing  the  charter  for  short  periods  of  time 
yea  create  a  state  of  dependency  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  will  at  all  times  make  the  bank 
completely  subservient  to  all  the  legitimate  ob- 
jects for  which  it  was  created.  How,  sir,  is  it 
vith  the  State  banks?  Upon  whom  are  they 
dependent  for  legal  existence  and  for  length  of 
days?  Upon  the  State  governments.  Suppose 
the  authority  from  which  they  derive  their  ex- 
istence should  place  itself  in  opposition  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  i  and  suppose 
that  this  sute  of  hostility  should  happen  a  year 


or  two  before  the  time  at  which  their  charters 
were  to  expire,  and  the  State  Legislature  should 
direct  them  to  bold  the  deposite  o?  public  moneys 
against  the  demand  of  the  National  Government, 
what  course  would  they  pursue  under  such  cir- 
cumstances? Sir.  the  case  which  I  have  stated 
is  not  a  mere  possible  case.  The  history  of  ser-^ 
eral  of  the  large  influential  States  proves  that 
this  state  of  hostility,  which  I  have  8uppo:>ed,  is- 
not  an  imaginary  one.  Make  yourselves  de- 
pendent upon  the  State  banks  Cor  the  collection 
and  transqpission  of  your  revenue,  and  that  op- 

Eosition,  which  has  but  seldom  happened,  will 
ecome  more  frequent.  Their  disposition  to 
control  the  operations  of  the  National  Gk>vera* 
ment  will  increase  with  every  increase  of  the 
means  of  annoyance,  which  toe  folly  and  iin- 

Erovidence  of  Congress  may  throw  into  their 
ends.  For  whose  benefit,  sir,  is  the  Gk)vern- 
ment  to  strip  itself  of  this  richt,  so  essential  for 
the  due  administration  of  its  nuances?  Is  it  for 
the  benefit  of  the  great  mass  of  the  American 
people?  No;  not  one  in  an  hundred  of  tbeia 
have  any  interest  in  the  State  banks.  They  feel 
BO  interest  io  the  question ;  their  trae  interest  ia 
more  effectually  subserved  by  the  operations  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  than  it  can  possi- 
bly be  by  the  Sute  banks.  This  bank  affords 
them  a  portable  currency  which  is  of  equal  value 
in  every  part  of  the  United  States,  while  the 
credit  and  currency  of  the  State  banks  is  local. 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  gentleman  froia 
Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  sajrs  that  the  Baok  of  the 
United  States  does  not  facilitate  the  collection  of 
the  revenue.  If  I  understood  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Lloyo)  and  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  correctly,  human  imaffioatioa 
cannot  devise  a  system  so  peculiarly  calculate4 
to  iosurethe  spe^y  collection  of  your  revennei 
as  that  which  is  furnished  by  banks.  Sir,  I  know 
nothing  of  the  details  of  the  banking  system-— j 
never  was  inside  of  a  bank  except  two  or  three 
times  in  the  branch  bank  which  has  been  estab- 
lished in  this  city ;  but  I  understood  the  gentle* 
man  from  Massachusetts  to  say,  that  when  a 
revenue  bond  even  of  fift^  dollars  was  deposited 
in  the  baok  for  collection,  if  it  was  not  discharged 
when  due,  that  the  obligor  was  refused  all  further 
accommodation  in  that  bank,  and  that  if  his  ae- 
commodations  amounted  to  ^100,000,  he  was 
called  upon  to  discharge  hts  notes  as  they  be- 
came due,  the  right  to  renew  them  being  for/eiied 
by  this  act  of  default.  I  understood  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  to  say,  that  whenever  any 
person  was  known  to  be  in  default  at  any  bankj 
that  all  the  banks  of  the  place  immediately  re- 
fused him  credit,  and  demanded  the  payment  of 
his  notes  as  thejr  became  due,  by  exclujiog  him 
from  (be  right  of  renewing  them.  [Both  gentle-' 
men  assented  to  the  correctness  of  th.e  statement.] 
I  have  then  understood  both  gentlemen  correctlj^. 
This  simple  statement  proves^  beyond  the  possi- 
bility of  doubt,  that  the  bank  is  the  most  power- 
ful engine  in  the  collection  of  your  revenue, 
which  human  ingenuity  can  devise.  Credit  is 
the  true  basis  of  commerce.    By  placing  your 
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rerenae  bonds  in  the  bank,  the  want  of  punctu- 
ality in  a. single  case  towards  the  GoyerniDeut 
shuts  the  door  df  erery  bank  to  which  the  de* 
fkultet  had  before  had  access,  and  also  of  every 
other  bank  of  the  city  in  Which  his  commercial 
transactions  have  been  carried  on.  And  yet  we 
-are  seriously  told  that  the  o]yerations  of  the  bank 
"have  no  influence  upon  the  prompt  and  secure 
collection  of  the  national  revenue. 

It  is  impossible  to  resist  the  conviction  that 
the  prompt  and  secure  collection  of  our  revenue 
is  principally  owing  to  the  influence  of  the  bank. 
But,  sir,  the  bank  has  another  direct  influence 
upon  the  collection  of  your  revenue.    By  the 
rules  established  in  ttie  bank  at  Philadelphia, 
every  person  whose  bond  to  the  Government  is 
deposited  there,  has  a  right,  upon  getting  an  addi- 
tional endorser,  to  claim  a  discount  for  half  of  the 
timount  of  bis  bond,  and  the  part  so  discounted 
is  immediately  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  bank  takes  vpon  itself  the  risk  of 
the  ultimate  collection.    In  this  way,  sir,  one- 
half  of  the  bond  is  collected  at  the  sole  risk  of 
the  bank,  without  any  possibility  of  loss  on  the 
part  of  Government.    And  yet,  sir,  it  is  contend- 
ed that  the  bank  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  col- 
lection of  the  public  revenue.    The  gentleman 
from  Maryland  says  that  the  scarcity  of  money, 
and  the  alarm  and  dismay  which  the  delegation 
of  mechanics  had  represented  as  existing  in  Phil- 
adelphia, could  not  be  the  effect  of  the  contrac- 
tion of  discot^hts  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  because  that  bank,  as  well  as  the  State 
banks,  are  ^oing  on  with  their  ordinary  dis- 
counts.   This,  is  true,  but; the  prentleman  from 
Maryland  has  forgotten  that  this  delegation  stated 
that  the  bank,  upon  the  rejection  of  their  memo- 
rial by  the  House  of  Representatives,  had  con- 
tracted their  discounts,  and  that  a  correspondent 
contraction  had  taken  place  in  the  discount  of 
the  State  banks  whioh  had  produced  the  pressure; 
Rud  that  that  pressure  bad  spread  alarm  dod  dis- 
may through  the  city.    That  before  they  left  the 
city,  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  come  to  an  understanding  with  the 
'directors  of  the  State  banks,  all  of  whom  had 
determined  to  resume  and  continue  their  ordinary 
discounts  until  the  last  hour.    Notwithstanding 
the  banks  had  resumed  their  ordinary  discounts, 
the  panic  which  had  been  produced  did  not  cease, 
and  the  scarcity  of  money,  and  the  distrust  which 
had  taken  place,  still  continued  to  exist  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  admits  exr 
pressly  that  the  transmission  or  your  public  mo- 
ney for  the  payment  of  the  Army  and  Navy  most- 
be  effected  through  the  agency  of  banks,  but  con- 
tends that  that  object  can  be^effected  as  well  by 
the  State  banks  as  by  a  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
My  friend  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Pope)  said,  that 
the  great  characteristic  difference  between  the 
present  Government  and  that  which  existed  un- 
der the  old  articles  of  confederation,  is.  that  the 
present  Government  has  within  itself  the  means 
of  executing  its  own  measures,  withbut  relying 
Upon  the  State  governments;  whereas  the  old 


Congress  had  to  rely  upon  the  States  for  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  measures  which  It  had  prerioaslj 
devised  and  adopted. 

This  opinion  is  substantially  correct;  for  the 
Constitutional  dependence  of  the  present  Grovera- 
ment  of  the  United  States  upon  those  of  the  States 
is  confined  to  its  organization,  and  not  to  tbe 
execution  bf  its  Constitutional  powers  after  it  is 
organized.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (^fr. 
Wbiteside)  has  said,  that  we  argue  this  qoestioii 
as  though  Congress  was  wholly  indepeodetit  of 
th^  State  governments.  When,  >^r,  I  bad  the 
honor  of  submitting  my  reasons  to  the  Senate 
upon  a  former  day,  I  expressly  stated  the  cases 
in  which  the  National  Government  was  depend- 
ent vpon  those  of  tb^  Statc^is^  and  proved,  by  re- 
ferring to  the  Constitution  itself,  that  in  erery 
case  of  that  kind  the  Constitution  imposed  upon 
the  State  the  Highest  obligation  to  perform  the 
acts,  for  which  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  was  dependent  upon  them.  The  Consti- 
tution having  defined  the  cases  in  which  this 
Government  shall  be  dependent  up^n  the  State 
government,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  declare  it  lobe 
unwise  and  improvident  to  increase  that  depend' 
ence  by  legislative  acts,  when  we  were  unable 
to  impose  any  obligation  on  the  States  to  perform 
the  act.  The  same  gentleman  has  said  that  (be 
oblection  to  employ  the  State  banks,  was  the  re- 
sult of  a  distrust  in  the  State  ffovernmeots  rather 
than  In  the  State  banks;  and  that  this  distrast 
was  unreasonable,  because  the  State  gorern- 
ments  were  composed  of  the  same  doscriplioo  of 
men  who  'composed  the  National  Government. 
If  this  be  called  argument,  and  is  entitled  to  any 
weight,  it  is  a  two-edged  sword,  which  cuts  both 
ways.  It  equally  i)roves  the  unreasonableness  of 
the  distrust  which  is  felt  against  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  exercise 
of  the  right  to  incorporate  a  bank.  But,  sir,  lo 
all  this  the  roost  sa^sfactory  answer  is,  that  I 
will  trust  no  man  to  do  for  me  what  I  can  ^oso 
much  better  for  myself.  Why  trust  any  man 
when  there  is  no  necessity  or  reason  for  trusting 
him? 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland^  in  speaking  of 
the  means  which  have  been  resorted  to,  to  pro- 
cure the  renewal  of  the  charter,  says  that  we  hare 
not  procured  meiporials  to  be  presented  to  Con- 
gress praying  that  the  charter  might  not  be  re- 
newed— we  nave  not  procured  pamphlets  to  be 
written,  published,  and  laid  upon  the  tables  of 
members,  proving  the  unconstituiiooalitv  aod 
inutility  of  the  bank — we  have  not  imposed  upoa 
the  credulity  of  honest  mechanics  and  maoulac- 
turers,  and  by  that  ngieans  firocured  delegaiioos 
to  be  sent  to  pray  for  the  rejection  of  the  bank 
memorial.  Surely,  sir,  the  gentleman  did  not 
by  these- declarations  mean  to  insinuate  thai  any 
oiie  of  those  gentlemen  who  support  the  bill  u{)oa 
your  table,  have  had  any  agenqy  in  procuring 
any  application  lo  be  tnade  in  favor  of  the  bant 
I  know  that  gentleman's  respect  for  himself;  his 
respect  for  the  Senate;  his  respect  for  the  indi- 
vidual members  of  this  body,  as  well  as  his  re- 
spect for  the  general  rules  of  propriety,  exclude 
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he  possibiiity  of  bU  niftking  sqch  aa  jnt inattfoo.^ 
Mr.SMitB  explaioed,  by  ^vim|,  I  exclude  every' 
iea  of  such  an  iounuatioD.]  Sir,  1  will  tell  the 
lODorable  ffentlemaD  fxom  Alaryland,  what  has 
teen  dooe  by  thnee  who  are  opposed  to  the  re- 
lewal  of  the  charter.  I  do  not  meao'  the  laem- 
»e»  of  the  Senate  who  are  opposed  to  it,  but 
hose  who  have  attempted  to  inflame  public  opin- 
00  upon  Ibis  question.  Letters,  sir,  have  been 
rritcetf  from  this  place  to  induce  the  State  Legis- 
itores  to  instruct  their  members  to  oppose  the  re- 
ewal  of  the  charter  of  the  bank.  I  will  ask  the 
lonorable  gentleman  from  Maryland  whether  he 
ices  not  know  that  letters  have  been  written  for 
bat  parpose  ?  '  » 

The  gentleman  from  M arvland  has  said,  and  I 
m  extremely  sorry  that  he  has,  that  the  Bank  of 
he  United  States  had  their  agents  in  this  city' 
or  two  session^  intriguing  with  members  of 
DoDgress  to  obtain  a  renewal  oi  their  charter.  I 
an  assure  that  gentleman  that  I  have  had  as 
iule  to  do  with  the  agentb'of  the  bank  as  he  has 
lad.  If,  sit,  I  was  disposed  to  retort  upon  those 
rbo  are  opposed  to  the  renewal, of  the  charter,  I 
roald  ask,  if  they  have  not  seen  published  in 
he  democratic  papers  of  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
and,  and  Virginia,  extracts  of  letters  aaid  to  be 
vriiien  in  the  City  of  Washington,  charging  the 
nembers  of  Congress  who  are  in  favor  of  it  with 
leing  bribed  and  corrupted,  and  with  being  dia- 
K>sed  to  sell  the  sovereignty  of  the  nation  to 
British  capitalists  1  Have  they  no|  seen,  in  the 
ame  papersi  eonversatioHs  detailed  with  great 
ninnteness,  which  it  is  pretended  have  passed 
)etween  membepa  of  Congress,  q^lculated  to  «x- 
:ite  public  pdium  and  indignation  a^inst  the 
Viends  of  the  bill  now  under  consideration  1  Sir, 
'  will  not  for  a  moment  indulge  an  idea  that 
hese  letters  have  been  written  or  these  conver- 
ations  detailed  by  any  member  of  this  body. 
The  idea  that  auch  has  been  (he  fact  is  too 
lomiliaiing,  too  degrading,  not  only  to  this  hon- 
trable  body,  but  to  human  nature  itself;  to  be 
Qtertaioed  but  fpr  oncv  moment.  And  yet,  sir, 
be  author  of  a  charge,  as  base  As  it  ia  false, 
igainst  my  honorable  friend  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
^opc)  has, ,  day  after  day,  occupied  a  seat  ^n  a 
;allery  of  the  Senate,  to  which  no  person  has  a 
igbt  of  access,  but  by  an  introduction  of  one  of 
he  members  of  this  body,  Sif^  the  highway 
obber,  when  compared  with  the  infamous  fabri- 
cator of  this  base  attempt  to  assassinate  the  tepu- 
aiioa  of  this  honorable  member,  becomes  a  vir- 
aons  and  estimable  character.  Such,  sir,  has 
>een  the  warfare  which  has  been  wa^ed  against 
he  renewal  of  the  charter.  Denunciationa  and 
■barges  of  nolitical  apostacy  are  the  measures  by 
wbieh  we  nave  been  assailed  from  without  and 
rom  within.  Sir,  I  have  shown  that  the  bank 
)uestion  was  no  party  question  In  its  origin — 
.bat  it  was  a  question  upon  which  an  honest  dif- 
'erence  of  opinion  always  has  existed,  and  does 
30 w  exist.  And,  shall  I  be  charged  with  desert- 
>ng  the  standard  of  the  people,  wl)ile  I  am  tread- 
Dg  in  the  footsteps  of  the  great  Father  of  his 
i^oantryl     Shall  I  tremble  at  the  charge  of 


apostacy  which  has  been  denounced  against  me 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Whit£« 
side)  while  1  am  pursuing  the  course  which  haa 
been  approved*  by  a  Gerry,  a  Langdon,  and  a 
Washington.;  men  whom  the  wise  and  virtuous 
have  delighted  to  honor?  No!  while  treading 
in  the  footsteps  of  these  well-tried  patriots  and 
enlightened  statesmen,  I  will  advance,  with  a 
firm,  undeviating  step,  unappalled  by  the  howl- 
ing of  (tarty  rage,  more  terrific  than  the  yell  of 
the  aboriginal  savage. 

The  gentlemen  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith) 
has  said  that  he  has  understood  that  a  proposition . 
was  made  in  the  ¥*ederal  Convention  to  vest  Con- 
gress with  power  to  create  corporations  generally 
and  without  ihqitation.  Had  I  been  a  member 
of  that  Convention,  I  should  moat  certainly  have 
voted  against  the  proposition,  because  it  would 
have  been  unreasonable.  Why  should  such  a 
power  have  been  delegated?  Not  certainly  as 
necessary  to  execute  the  delegated  powers,  be* 
cause  they  are  very  limited — a  general  power  to 
create  corporations  would  have  enabled  Congress 
to  have  created  xheokad  UbUum,  where  there  was 
do  possible  relation  between  them  and  any  one 
of  the  delegated  powers.  The  vote  upon  the  bUi 
incorporating  tbe  bank  proves  that  if  such  a  pro- 
position had  been  submiaed,  it  must  have  been 
rejected,  under  a  conviction  that  the  power  to 
create  corporations  is  incident  to  such  of  the  gen- 
eral powers  as  might  require  an  act  of  incorpo* 
ration  completely  to  execMte  them,  and  fairly 
vested  by  the  Constitution  in  Congress ;  because 
ten  of  the  members  of  that  Convention  were  in 
Congress,  and  voted  for  that  bill — because  (Gen- 
eral WiaauvoTON  signed  that  bill,  because  the 
only  member  of  that  Convention  now  in  Congress 
voted  for  the  bill,  and  is  now  in  favor  of  renew* 
ing  the  charter ;  and  because  there  were  but  eight 
members  of  that  Convention  in  Congress  who 
voted  agaiqst  it. 

Mr.  President,  I  will  now  proceed  to  examine 
the  objections  which  have  been  offered  to  the 
construction  which  I  have  given  to  several  clauses 
of  the  Constitution.  In  the  observation^  which 
I  made  upon  this  part  of  the  question  when  I 
was  up  before,  I  enueavored  t6  prove  that  every 
construction  that  had  been  given  to  this  instru- 
ment, upon  the  idea  of  its  being  perfect,*  was  likely 
to  be  erroneous.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  QiLBs)  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
(Mr.  WniTEsinB)  still  view  it  as  the  model  of 
perfection.  They^  are  certainly  at  liberty  still  to 
entertain  that  opinion.  Every  man  has  a  right 
to  erect  his  idol  in  this  land  oniberty,and  to  fall 
down  and  worship  it,  according  to  the  dictates  of 
his  own  conscience.  I  endeavored  also  to  prove^ 
that  if  we  appfied  the  same  rule  of  construction 
to  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  from  whicli  we 
endeavor  to  derive  the  right  to  create  a  bank, 
which  has  beeq  applied  to  that  from  which  the 
power  Jo  erect  a  liffht-hc^ise^has  been  derived,  the 
Constitutional  difficulty  at  once  disappears.  Until 
my  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Qilbs)  and  my 
friend  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Anosii80n)  had 
otherwise  declared,  I  had  always  understood  tha 
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right  16  erect  ligfat-hoaoes  had  been  exercised  ts 
ificideotal  to  the  power  to  reguhite  eotntnerce. 
It  aeems,  however,  that  I  am  mistaken,  and  that 
this  right  is  incidental  to  tbat  clavse  which  gives 
Congress  the  right  to  exercise  exclnsire  l^ista- 
tloD  ID  certain  places.  The  clause  reads  in  the 
following  words : 

**  To  exercise  ezcInsiTe  legislation  in  all  eases  what^ 
goever,  over  such  district  (not  exceeding  ten  Allies 
•qnare)  as  may,  by  cession,  of  particalar  States,  and 
the  acceptance  of  Congress,  become  the  seat  of  the 
Ooirernment  of  the  United  States,  and  to  exereise  like 
authority  over  all  places  purchased  by  the  consent  of 
Ihe  Lagislatuie  of  the  State  in  which  the  same  shall  be, 
lor  the  erection  of  fotts,  m^gasines,  aiveiiaii,  dock- 
ywds,  and  other  needful  buildings,"  itc 

Now.  says  my  friend  from  Tenftessee^  thb 
elaaae  gives  the  right  to  erect  dockyards ;  and  as 
dockyards  must  be  on  the  seacoast.  therefore, 
Congress  has  the  right  to  erect  ligbt^houses,  be- 
cause they  roust  also  be  on  the  seacoast.  This 
argument  is  extremely  logical,  nay.  syllogistical, 
in  form,  but  it  is  exiremny  ilioeical  in  substance. 
The  conclusion  drawn  from  the  premises,  is  as 
necessary,  as  though  I  were  to  say,  that  because 
two  and  two* makes  four^  therefore  five  and  five 
makes  twelve.  The  conclusion  in  the  latter  case 
is  as  necessary  as  in  the  formen  But  day  hoo* 
orable  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Gilss)  derives 
it  from  the  authoritjr  given  in  this  clause,  to 
erect  other  needful  buii£ogs.  But  the  question 
recurs,  needful  for  what?  Why  certainlv  for 
^he  pilrpose  before  specified.  What  are  they? 
Forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  and  dockyards.  If  this 
clause  gives  any  authority  to  erect  forts,  raaffa^ 
tiaes,  arsenals,  and  dockyards,  the  other  neeufoi 
buildings  spoken  of  must  be  needful  for  these  spe- 
cified purposes.  I  should  suppose  that  no  man, 
who  spends  only  a  few  days  in  this  city,  can  foe 
at  a  iosB  to  -detepmiue  what  is  comprehended 
under  the  term  "  other  needful  buildings.^'  Let 
liim  go  to  the  dockyard,  nickpamed  a  navy  yard 
in  this  city,  and  he  will  there  find  a  little  town  of 
**  other  needful  buildings'*  in  the  words  of  the 
ConstitiitioB.  But,  sir;  I  deny  tbat  this  clause  of 
the  Constitution  expressljr  gives  any  right,  but 
that  of  exercising  exclusive  legislation  in  the 
places  to  .be  accepted  or  purchased  for  the  pur- 
pose therein  specified.  The  right  to  erect  forts, 
magazines,  and  arsenals,  is  fairly  incidental  to 
the  right  of  declaring  war,  and  of  raising  armies ; 
and  the  right  to  erect  dockyards  is  fairly  inci- 
dental to  toe  right  of  providing  and  maintaining 
a  navy.  But  if  for  the  sake  of  argument  I  should 
admit  that  the  right  to  erect  forts,  d^c.  is  giren  in 
this  clause,  how  can  it  be  proved  tbat  the  right 
to  erect  a  light*house  is  aUo  given  ?  Forts,  mag- 
azines, arsenals,  and  dockyards,  are  enumerated, 
and  as  the  Constitution  says  tbat  all  powers  not 
expressly  given  are  retained,  if  the  right  to  erect 
IbrtH,  magazines  &c.  is  given  in  this  clause,  most 
clearly  the  right  to  erect  light-houses  is  retained 
by  the  States,  because  it  is  not  to  be  found  in  the 
enumeration  contained  in  the  clause.  When  I 
had  the  honor  of  i^dressing  the  Senate  before,  I 
^aeslioiied  the  authority  of  the  State  governments 


to  create  hanks,  I  then  stated,  and  I  a^in 
plicitly  state,  that  it  is  with  reluctance  that  I  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  make  any  iiiquiry  into  the  Con- 
stitutioaal  right  of  the  State  governments  to  in* 
corporate  banks.    The  State  Leglslatores  ought 
to  have  reeoHected  the  Sfjanish  proverb,  wiiich 
says,  that  those  who  live  in  glass  houses  oeght 
not  to  throw  stones.    Before  they  undertook  to 
question  the  Constitutional  authority  of  Congress, 
they  ought  to  have  thoroughly  examined    the 
foundatioa  upon  which  their  own  right  rested. 
The  honorable,  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Giles)  says  that  the  efonstroction  which  I  have 
tfiven  to  tf^at  part  of  the  Constitution  which  pro- 
hibits the  States  frpm  emitting  bills  of  credit, 
would  app^  equally  to  promissory  notes  givea 
by  one  individual  to  anotner  under  the  laws  of  a 
State,  as  to  a  hank  bill.  .  Permit  me  to  inquire  of 
that  gentleman  whether  he  ever  saw  a  law  au- 
thorizing one  man  to  give  another  his  promissory 
note  ?    He  may  search  the  pandects  of  Jastiofan ; 
he  may  turn  over  the  leaves-of  the  musty  TolunKs 
written  upon  the  common  law,  from  the  days  of 
Bracton  and  Fleta  down  to  the  present  day,  and 
his  search  will  he  in  vain.  .  For  the  right  to  make 
contracts,  the  right  to  give  'promissory  notes,  is 
antecedent  to,  iind  iadependertt  of  all  mtinictpai 
law.    The  gentleman  will  find  laws  and.decrsions 
in  abundance,  regubiting  the  efiect  of  endorse- 
ments and  other  collateral  circumstances,  and 
prescribing  the  manner  of  enforcing  the  payment 
of  ]iromis8or^  notes,  but  he  will  never  find  a  law 
giving  the  right  to  execcKe  the  promissory  note. 
But  it  is  said  that  the  bills  of  credit,  which  the 
Slates  are  prohibited  fVom^emitting,  most  be  bl)b 
of  credit  emitted  on  the  credit  of  the  State.    If 
this  distinction  shouM  be  well  founded,  many  of 
the  State  hanks  are  still  subject  to  the  charge  of 
unconstitntionality,  because  m  many  of  them  the 
States  are  directly  interested,  and  wherever  that 
is  the  case,  their  rank  bills  are  bills  of  credit  emit- 
ted on  the  credit  of  the  State.    But  the  correct- 
ness of  this  distinction  may  well  he  denied,  be- 
cause the  restriction  is  as  general  as  it  conM 
possibly  be  made.    But  it  is  said  tbat  this  restric- 
tion applies  only  to  bills  of  credit  which  are  tnade 
a  legal  tender  in  the  {>ayment  of  debts;  that  bilb 
of  credit,  designated  in  the  Coostituiion,  are  er 
vi  termini  a  legal  tender.    For  the  correctness  of 
this  exposition,  an  appeal  is  made  to  the  restric- 
tion which  immediately  follows  it,  which    re- 
strains the  right  of  the  States  to  make  anything 
but  ^Id  and  silver  a  legal  tender  in  the  payment 
of  debts.    It  appears  to  me  that  the  latter  restric- 
tion excludes  most  emphatically  the  const  met  ion 
contended  for.    If  the  States  are  prohibited  from 
emitting  bills  of  credit,  it  would  have  been,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  wholly  nugatory  to  say  they  should 
not  make  them  a  legal  tender.    If  the  bills  are 
not  emitted,  it  is  impossible  that  they  can  he 
made  a  legal  tender.    To  suppose  that  the  re- 
strictioft  upon  the  right  of  the  States  to  make 
anything  but  gold  and  silver  a  legal  tender  has 
any  connexion  with  or  influence  upon  the  restric- 
ttom  to  emit  btiis  of  credit,  is  as  absurd,  as  tosop- 
fK)8e  that  the  Decalogue,  after  having  declared,  that 
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"i^oD  tiMk  do  no  marder,"  shoold  have  sdded, 
bQCf  if  yoa  will  murder,  yoo  sball  not  rob  ftod 
itrike  the  dead.  The  eoostractioii  of  the  rcstraiac 
QpoD  ibe  right  to  make  anythiDg  hot  fold  or  silTef 
a  teodefi  it  that  they  ihail  not  make  apeeific  ar- 
Uelefl^  as  tolMCco  or  cotton,  a  leader,  aa  waa  the 
east  ia  tome  of  (he  Stataa. 

Bai  it  is  aitd  that  the  history  of  the  States  will 
ibow  (bat  the  bilU  of  credit  apeeified  in  the  Coin 
ititQtioo  wer6  those  only  which  were  a  le^  ten- 
^rio  the  payment  af  debia.    Let  os  efxamine  ihia 
point,  according  to  the  role  of  eonatnlction  ap- 
pUed  to  aaathcr  clause  in  the  Conatitation  by  a 
large  majority  of  both  Houaea  of  Congiess  dur* 
log  the  present  session.    Another  ciansa  in  the 
CoofCitataoa  given  Congress  the  power  to  admit 
Bcw  Slates  into  the  Union  under  two  limitations: 
1st.  That  no  new  State  sball  be  formed  within 
the  limits  of  any  State' without  the 'consent  of 
the  Slate;  and,  2d.  That  no  new  State  sfaoald  be 
formed  hy  the  junction  of  two  or  more  States 
wiihoQt  the  consent  of  such  States  and  nlao  of 
Congress.    These  iimiiations  prove  that  the  for* 
naiioo  of  new  Statea,  within  the  limita  of- the 
Oaited  8utes,  was  in  view  of  the  Convention  «t 
the  time  that  this  clnnae  was  adopted  f  and  the 
Mbiequeat  clause,  which  gives  Congress  the 
power  to  make  rules  for  the  goTernment  of  iu 
Territories,  proves  that  these  Tei'ritories  were  at 
that  moment  under  eonsideratton.    in  addition 
to  these  reasons  fitMr  believing  that  the  framers  of 
the  Cooititntioa  had  no^  idea  of  forming  aew 
Slates,  hef end  the  Hmita  of  ihe  United  States, 
those  who  were  opposed  to  the  admission  of  Or^ 
kaas  as  a  Stnte  contended  that  the  history  of 
the  Uaited  States*  proves  that  the  power  to  erect 
new  States  aad  admit  ihena  ioto  the  Union  was 
inteaded  >o  be  confined  to  new  Slaftes  within  the 
limiei  of  the  United  Stntes,  at  the  fornlation  of 
the  CoBstituiion,  and  that  a  different  eonatrne- 
tioo  would  dispnrage  the  rights  of  the  original 
Slates,  and^f  course,  be  a  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitaiioa.    Whnt  reply  did  the  knajoriiy  of  Con- 
giesi  give  to  this  train  of  rensoning  1    They  said 
that  the  right  to  admit  new  States  cannot  be 
lobjeet  to  any  other  limitntiona  or  reatrtctlons 
ihsQ  those  which  are  etmiained  in  the  dause 
which  gives  the  right,  and  ns  there  is  no  restrie- 
tiott  apoQ  the  right  to  erect  new  States  without 
the  then  limiu  of  the  United  States,  Coarnss 
haveaa  unlimited  right  to  erect  and  ndmit  them 
into  the  Union.    Let  ns  apply  the  aame  rule  of 
eoQstraction  to  the  reatriction  of  the  right  of  the 
Slates  to  emit  bills  of  erediL    The  restrietton  is 
t  general  one;  it  haa  no  exceptions;  and  every 
titcmpt  to  mnke  exceptions  onght  to  be  repelled 
by  the  answer  which  was  given  to  those  who 
oppoMHi  the  right  of  Congress  to  admit  the  Ter- 
ntorjr  of  Orleaos  iato  the  Union  as  a  State.  The 
eoastroetion  I  hnve  contended  for  gains  addi-* 
tioDal  weight  when  we  consider  the  restriction 
wbich  immediKtely  precedes  that  under  consid- 
cratioo.    Mo  State  shall  coin. money,  emit  bills 
^  credit,  dhc.    Bills  of  credit  nre  but  the  repre- 
•eatatives  of  money.    The  Constitution  gives 
Coagress  the  right  to  coin  money*  and  to  regulate 


ito  value.  It  takes  from  the  States  tfhe  right  to 
coin  money  and  to  emit  bills  of  credit.  Why 
give  to  Congresa  the  right  to  coin  money  and 
regulate  its  value  1  Because  the  interest  of  the 
nation  requires  that  the  current  coin  of  the  na^ 
tion  should  be  uniform  both  ns  toJCs  species  and 
valae.  If  this  is  the  true  reason  why  the  right 
of  coining  money  and  fixing  its  valoe  was  given 
to  Congress,  does,  not  the  right  to  issue  that 
which  u  to.be  the  representative  of  this  coin; 
which,  in  fact,  is  to  usurp  its  place ;  which  is  to 
be  the  real  currency  of  the  nation,  necessarily  be- 
long to  Congress?  Does  not  the  right  to  create 
a  blink,  which  shall  issue  this  representative  of 
money,  come  within  the  same  reason?  I  think  it 
does. 

My  friend  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Cl&t)  con^ 
tends  that  the  right  to  create  a  baak  will  prove 
destructive  to  the  rights  of  the  States,  because 
if  Congress  can  ineorporate  a  bank,  it  may,  under 
some  pretext  or  other,  create  other  corporations 
and  anthorize  them  to  hold  real  and  personal  es- 
tate,' which  shall  be  exempt  from  the  right  of 
taxation  by  the  States.    That  if  this  is  admitted^ 
and  he  believes  it  generally  is  admitted,  that  the 
States  cannot  tax  bank  stock,  in  this  way  the 
Statea  may  be  deprived  of  the  power  of  taxation. 
Sir,  I  am  one  of  those  who  do  not  admit  the  fact. 
[Mr.  Clay  said  that  he  did  not  admit  it  neither, 
thoni^h  he  had  understood  that  the  bank  held  that 
doctrine.}    I  am  extremely  glad  that  we  think 
altkcj  at  least  upon  this  collateral  ^int.    The 
sight  of  the  States  to  impose  taxes  is  onlimited 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  they, 
therefore,  can  tax  everyspeeiesof  property  which 
is  within  their  legislative  jurisdict too.    The  un* 
limitai  power  of  the  Stales  to  impose  taxes  is,  in 
all  probability,  the  trije  cause  of  giving  to  Con^* 
gross  the  ]K>wer  of  exclusive  legislation  over  all 
places  which  should  be  selected  for  the  erection 
of  forts^  majgazines,  arsenals,  and  dock-yards,  be- 
cause ptiblic  property  to  a  great  amount-  would 
neeeasarily  be  collected  in  theae  ^ces ;  nnd  bat 
for  the  vesting  the  right  of  legislation  in  Coii<- 
gress  to  the  exclusion  of  the  States,  all  this  prop* 
erty  would  have  been  subject  to  taxation,  which 
would  have  produced  grHi  embarrassment*    It 
has  been^  said,  not  indMd  upon  this  floor,  but  be 
men  for  whoae  opiniona  I  entertain  a  very  high 
respect,  tliat  the  right  of  the  Statea  to  tax  bank 
stock  is  rnconsjstent  with  the  -right  of  Congrem 
to  create  a  bank.    That  the  right  of  taxation  de^ 
stroys  the  right  to  create,  because  the  States,  by 
immoderate  taxation,  could  drive  the  bank  out  of 
their  limits.    All  arguments  drawn  from  the 
abase  of  a  right  ought  to  be  received  with  great 
caution ;  bui,  if  it  is  entitled  to  nny  weight  in 
this  case,  it  equally  proves  the  unconstitutionality 
of  the  State  banks,  because  the  right  of  Congress 
to  lay  nnd  collect  tax^s  is  subject  to  but  two  re> 
strietions:  that  they  shall  be  uniform,  and  that 
direct  taxes  shall  be  accordiog  to  the' representa* 
tiott.    Suppose  Congress  was  under  a  necessity 
of  raising  910,000.000  by  direct  tax,  the  whole,  or 
nearly  the  whole,  of  this  sum  might  be  imposed 
upon  bank  stock,  nnd  by  that  means  the  Smtt 
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banks  toUiUy  dmlroyed.  Tbe  sdroeihet  of  ihtt 
doctrine  are  al«o  adroeatet  for  State  banks.  If 
the  ri^ht  of  taxation  bf  the  States  proives  the  an* 
constitQtionality  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
the  right  of  Congress  to  tax  equallv.proves  the 
aaeonititationalhy  of  the  State  banics. 

To  the  ferrid  imagination  of  my  friend  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,)  this  power  to  create  a 
bank  appears  to  be  more  terrific  thin  was  the 
lerer  or  Archimedes  to  the  frightened  imagina- 
tion of  the  Romans,  when  they  beheld  their  gal- 
lies  suddenly  lifted  up  and  whirled  a(oot  in  tbe 
air,  and  in  a  moment  plunged  into  the  bosom  of 
tbe  ocean*  Are  these  apprehensions  fovnffed  fn 
reason,  or  are  they  the  chimeras  -of  a' fervid  and 
perturbed  imagination?  What  limi^tion  does 
the  Coostitution  contain  upon  the  power  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  imoosts.  duties,  and  excises  1 
None  but  that  they  shall  be  uniform ;  which  is 
no  limitation  of  the  amount  which  they  can  lay 
and  collect.  What  limitation*  does  lit  contain 
upon  the  power  to  raise  and  support  armies? 
None  other  than  that  appropriations  sball  not  be 
made  for  a  longer  term  than  tt^o  yeanrs.  What 
restriction  is  to  be  found  in  it  upon  the  ri^rht  to 
provide  ^nd  maintain  a  navy?  Nope.  What 
upon  tbe  right  to  declare  war  and  make  peace  1 
None,  none.  Thus  the  Constitution  gives  to 
the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States -unlimited 
power  over  your  purses — unlimited  power  to  raise 
armies  and  provide  navies — unlimited  power  to 
make  war  and  peace,  and  you  are  alarmed  ;  you 
are  terrified  at  tbe  power  to  create  a  bank  to  aid 
it  in. the  management  of  its  fiscal  operations. 
Sir,  nothing  short  of  my  nHoet  profoiind  respect 
for  honorable  gentlemen,  who  nave  frightened 
themselres  with  this  bugbear,  could  induce  me 
to  treat  the  subject  seriously.  Gentlemen  have 
aaid  that  they  are  alarmed  at  the  exercise  of  this 
power,  and  I  am  bound  to  believe  ibem.  Sir, 
after  giving  Congress  the  right  to  make  war  and 
peace ;  the  right  to  impose  taxes,  imposts,  duties, 
and  excises,  ad  UbUum;  the  right  td  raise  and 
support  armies  without  restriction  as  to  number 
or  term  of  service ;  the  right  to  provide  and  main- 
tain a  navy  without  a  limitation,  I  ci(anot  bring 
myself  to  tremble  at  the  exercise  of  it  power  in* 
ciaental  to  only  one  of  these  tremendous  grants 
of  power.  The  gentleman  from  Kenfucky  (Mr. 
Clay)  contends  that  we  have  attempted  to  give 
a  degree  of  weig[ht  and  force  to  what  we  are 
pleased  to  call  precedents,  to  which  <hev  would 
not  be  entitled  in  those  tribunals  from  wnich  we 
derive  all  of  our  ideas  of  precedents.  |  am  happy 
to  find  that  my  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  GiLsa) 
agrees  with  me  in  opinion  upon  this  subject. 
Indeed  the  principal  difi^rence  netwe^o  that  gen- 
tletpan  and  myself  is  confined  to  the  question  of 
expedience.  He  thinks  that  the  construction 
wbioh  has  been  given  to  the  Constitution  ought 
to  be  considered  as  conclusive;  and  that  great 
inconvenience  will  be  produced  by  { unsettling 
what  ought  to  be  considered  as  finally  settled  and 
adjudged.  i^ 

I  agree,  also,  with  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky^ that  a  precedent,  to  have  weight,  must  be 


in  point;  that  the  issue  upon  which  the  deeiMon 
is  made  must  be  the  same  as  that  in  which  it  ii 
adduced  as  authority.  To  this  Lmost  heanilf 
agree,  and  will  rely  upon  it,  to  show  that  the 
cases  which  we  urged  as  precedents  are  catttled 
to  the  ffreatest  weight.  In  all  eases  between  in- 
dividuais,  they  are  supposed  to  understand  their 
own  tnterests  and  their  own  cases.  The  plaiotif 
is  supposed  to  understand  the  point  upon  whieh 
the  decision  of  his  case  must  depend.  iThed6 
fendant  is  supposed  to  understand  tbe  gronod  of 
his  defence;  They  make  up  an  issue,  either  of 
fact  or  of  la^.  It  is  this  issue  which  is. to  be 
tried.  Any  declaration  or  expression  of  the  judge 
which  is  not  confined  to  the  issue,  is,  of  couise, 
entitled  to  no  Weight.  Well,  sir,  what  is  the  u- 
tore  of  the  preceoents  upon  which  we  rely?  in 
That  a  republican  Conmss,  in  the  year  18^ 
parsed  a  law  extending  the  operations  of  this  ai- 
constitutional  institution,  as  they  contend,  m 
territories  to  which  they  had  no. right  to  eztod 
them  by  their  chaHer.  In  the  year  1807,  thef 
passed  a  law  punisbing  the  •forging  of  their  biilfc 
Now,  sir,  my  friend  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Ah- 
tffeRSON)  says,  that  those  who  passed  the  biol 
bill' were  afraid  to  venture  that  far;  they  were 
afraid  to  pass  a  law  to  punish  the  counte^feitiif 
of  their  bills;  bu^  in  the  year  1798,  in  the  pleu- 
tnde  of  federal  domination,  they  passed  a  Isyu 
punish  counterfeiting  the  bills  of  the  bank.  Un 
certainly  true,  that  the  Fedeml  party  did  m 
this  bill  in  that  year,  but  it  is  equally  troe,  (hit 
the  Bepublican  party  in  the  plenitude  of  their 
power  did  passu  bill  of  the  same  kind  intheyeit 
eighteen  hundred  and  seven.  Well,  sir,  whtt  n 
the  issue  which  is  tendered  in  the  pasage  of 
every  bUl  by  tbe  Congress  of  the  United  Siit» 
First,  that  the  Constitution  gives  them  the  rigut 
to  pass  the  bill :  and|  second,  that  it  is  expedient. 
The  first,  sir.  is  the  most  important  issue,  m^ 
up  betwemi  the  National  Legislature  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  in  paasing  bills  bf  which 
their  rights  are  to  be  protected  or  violated,  ao^ 
then,  are  we  told  that  these  laws  passed  «w*^ 
2enft'o— that  the  Constitutional  right  of  Congrca 
to  pass'  such  a  law  never  was  discussed,  or  em 
thought  of?  Sir,  suppose  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  had  constitute  me  his  aUoraef  (o  (» 
a  particular  act  for  him,  and  I  had  performed  m 
act  under  .that  power  which  bad  no  connexw 
with  the  one  which  he  had  authorized  »« to  per- 
form, and  when  charged  with  this  vioIat|OB  « 
my  trust,  !  should  gravely  say,  really  I  n«J" 
examined  the  power,  but  took  it  (or  gnnied  ids 
I  had  tbe  right— tha^  in  fact,  I  had  dooeitivA 
n2en/tb— what  would  jny  friend  from  ^cotoeiy 
say  to  such  a  reply?  Hut,  ruppose  1  had  t« 
an  oath  to  discharge  the  trust  with  fidelitr  *" 
skill,  and  that  I  would,  in  all  things  tooebiog  toe 
trust,  confine  myself  to  the  power  ^"'^  g- 
me.  Suppose,  I  say,  under  these  circon]st«|i^ 
I  should  violate  this  trust--<ihould  traosceod  iv 
authority  given,  and  perform  an  act  ciesrijr 
delegated?  What  would  the  gentleman  »J^ 
me  when  I  gravely  told  him,  that  I  had  not  r»r 
ticularly  ezaminea  the  authority  under  wa*^ 
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acted,  that  I  bad  done  k  mb  HImiiio?  Sir.  tbis 
way  of  dispoting  of  these  formal  voluntary  acts 
of  the  GrOTernmeot,  sane tioafng  the  legality  and 
eonstitottonaKty  of  the  bank  ebarter,  will  not  be 
accepted.  Some  more  happy  expedient  most  be 
devised.  Bat,  sir,  we  are  told,  tnat  beeaose  the 
CoDsritotion  contains  within  itself  thi^  prtneiples 
of  ameadment.  that  if  any  doubts  existed  on  this 
subject,  it  ought  to  have  been  amended.  When- 
ever the  States  have  conceived  their  rights  to 
have  been  affected  by  any  construction  which 
has  been  given  to  the  Constitution,  they  have 
shown  that  tkey  know  how  to  obtain  relief. 
When  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
andertook  to  support  the  doctrine  that  an  iodi- 
Tidoal  could  sue,a  State,  they  did  not  hesitate  to 
interfere,  and  the  Coneiitution  wtis  amended. 
When  an  embargo  was  laid,  in  the  year  1807, 
those  States  who  were  most  inimieai  to  that 
metsore  did  not  hesitate  to  offer  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution.  Whenever  a  constructidn 
it  given  to  the  Conatitution  bv  a  legitimate  and, 
competent  authority,  those  who  are  opposed  to 
that  coBstructiou  ought  to  propose  amendments, 
aad  not  those  who  are  satisfied  with  it.  If  tbe 
eoDstroetidn  given  to  the  Constitution  by  the 
ereatioD  of  the  bank  was  thought  by  the  Repub- 
lican party  to  be  vicioas,  thta  indeed  have  they 
been  guilty  of  the  grossest  act  of  ngligence.  It 
was  io  their  power,  and  moat  assuredly  it  was 
their  doty  to  have  amended  the  Constitution, 
ehber  by  expressly  giving  or  taking  away  the 
power.  It  was  theii'  duty  to  have  settled  the 
question  forever.  Suppose,  sir,  you  now  decide 
that  it  is  VQconstitntional  for  Congress  fo  ineor- 
poratea  bank;  this  will  not  settle  the  Constitu* 
tioosJ  question.  It  will  unsettle  and  render  un> 
eertaio  what  has  been  settled  for  twenty  years. 
YoQ  say  yon  have  not  the  right  to  inQorpprate  a 
bank.  Ten  years  hence  other  men  will  come 
into  power,  apd  say  they  have  the  right,  and  will 
exercise  that  right  for  twenty  years.  The  bank 
will  then  have  been  Constitutional  for  twenty 
years,  ooconstitutional  for  ten  years,  and  Consti- 
totionat  for  twenty  more.  Are  we  to  go  on  in 
this  unsettled^  miserable,  halting  manner  7  God 
forbid !  8ir^  I  have  closed  the  observations  which 
I  thought  It  mv  duty  to  make  in  reply  to  the 
comments  which  have  been  made  upon  the  re- 
marks  which  I  had  previoosly  submitted  to  the 
consideratipn  of  this  honorable  body.  If,  sir,  I 
preferred  my  poetical  standing  in  the  Sute  which 
I  oave  the  honor  to  represent  (and,  sir,  I'do  not 
profess  to  have  any  out  of  it)  to  the  public  wel- 
ure,  1  should  rejoice  at  the  success  of  the  motion 
which  has  been  made  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
ffom  Tennessee  (.Mr.  Anoersoii.)  But,  air,  as  I 
believe  the  public  welfare  infinitely  more  impor- 
tant than  any  fleeting  popularity  which  an  indi- 
Tidoal  like  myself  can  expect  to  enjoy,  I  shall 
most  sincereljr  regret  the  success  of  that  motion. 
Sir,  1  have  said  but  littlef  bout  the  degree  of  dis- 
2^  which  will  flow  from  the  dissolution  of  the 
bank,  because  I  have  not  that  kind  of  evidence 
vhich  would  enable  me  to  judge  of  it  with  any 
degree  of  accuracy.    The  convulsed  state  pf  the 


Buropean, nations;  the  immense  losses  which 
our  commerce  has  sustained  by  the  operation  of 
the  decrees  and  orders  of  the  tyrants  of  the  land 
and  the  opean,  imperiously  admonish  us  to  be- 
ware of  making  untried  and  dangerous  experi- 
ments. By  supporting  this  institution,  the  tot- 
tering credit  or  the  commercial  class  of  your  citi- 
zens -may  be  upheld,  uutil  the  storm  shall  have 
pass^  ovejr*  Bv  overturning  this  great  moneyed^ 
institution; at  tAe  prtaent  crisisi  you  m<iy  draw 
down  to  undistinguished  rurn  thousands  of  your 
unfortunate  and  unoffending  feliow-citizene. 

p^e  liavh  to  regret  the  omfssion  of  two  speeches 
fai  the  eonrM  of  the  preceding  debate,  which  are  want- 
ing to  make  it  perfectly  complete— that  of  Mr.  White* 
silk,  the  lowneas  of  whose  voice  rendered  it  impossi- 
ble fer  the  reporter  to  follow  him,  and  that  of  Mr.  An- 
derson, the  copy  of  the  report'  of  which  was  mislaid 
before  it  was  committed  te  the  press — both  speeches 
in  opposition  to  the  renewal  of  the  charter.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  first  section  of  the  bill,  (equivalent  to  a  re- 
jection,) when  it  appeared  that  there  were  for  the 
motion  17,fagaioat  it  17,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Campbell,  Clay,  Catts, 
Franklin,  QaiUsrd,  German,  Otiee,  Gregg,  Lambert^ 
Leib,MatbewsQn,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith  ef  Maryhmd* 
Whiteside,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Brent,  ChampUa, 
Condtt,  Crawford,  Dana,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsev, 
Lloyd,  Pickering,  Poptf,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait, 
Taylor,  and  Turnen 

The  Sepate  being  equally  divided,  it  became 
the  duty  of  the  Vice  rRBstDSiiT  to  decide  the 
question  by  his  voce;  previously  to  which  ha 
made  the  following  observetions : 

GsjrTLsmiv :  As  the  subject  on  nHuch  I  am  called 
upon  tto  dedide  hss  excited  great  sensibility,  I  must 
sMidt  the  liaduigenoe  of  the  Senate  while  I  briefly 
state  the  reasons  which  influence  my  judgment. 

PeAnit  me  to  observe,  that  the  question  to  be  de- 
cided does  not  depend  simply  upon  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  establish  under  any  modification  a  bank,  but 
upon  their  >power  to  establish  a  National  3ank,  as 
contefflplatea  by  this  bill.  In  other  words,  can  they 
create  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  not  constitating  a 
part  of  the  Government,  nor  otherwiM  responsible  to 
it  but  by  fbrlTeitnre  of  charter,  and  bestow  on  its  mem- 
bers privileges,  immunities,  and  exemptions  not  reqog- 
nised  by  th^  Isws  of  the  States,  nor  enjoyed  by  the 
ettiiens  geiierally?  It  cannot  be  donbted  but  that 
Congress  may  pass  all  neoeosary  and  proper  laws  for 
carrying  into  execution  the  powem  specifically  granted 
to  the  Government,  or  to  any  department  or  officer 
thereof:  hot,  in  doing  so,  the  means  must  be  suited 
and  subordinate  to  the  end.  The  power  to  create  cor- 
porations is  Hot  expressly  granted ;  it  is  a  high  attii- 
bote  of  sovereignty  and  in  its  nature  not  accessorial 
or  derivative  by  implication,  but  primary  and  inde* 
pendent* 

I  cannot  believe  that  this  interpretation  of  the  Con- 
stitution wi]|»  in  any  degree,  defeat  the  purposes  for . 
which  it  was  formed.  On  the  contrary,  it  does  appear 
to  me,  that  the  opposite  exposition  hss  an  inevitable 
tendency  to  consolidation,  and  affords  jost  and  serious 
cause  of  alarm.  ' 

In  the  course  of  a  long  life  I  have  found  that  Gov- 
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•roraenttM  not  to  be  MrengthenBd  by  an  ■timnptimi 
of  doubtful  powers,  but  by  a  wise  and  en^cgetic  ejcecu- 
tioQ  of  tbpse  which  are  incontestable  ;  the  former  never 
fails  to  produce  suspicion  and  distrust,  while  the  latter 
inspires  respect  and  confidence. 

If,  however,  after  a  fair  experiment,  the  powers 
▼ested  in  the  Government  shall  be  found  incompetent 
to  the  attainment  of  the  objects  for  which  it  was  insti- 
tuted, the  Constitntfion  hs^pily  Ainuabea  the  means 
ftir  remedying  the  evil  by  amendment,  and  I  have  no 
doobt  that  in  sneh  event  on  an  appeal  to  tlw  patriot^ 
1MB  and  good  sense  of  the  ooi6aiantty  it  wiH  b^  wisely 
applied. 

I  wiU  not  treiqpMa.upon  the  petienoeof  the -Senate 
eny  longer  than  to  say,  from  the  best  ezaasunetion  I 
iiave  been  able  to  give  the  su)>jecty  I  am  oonstraineii 
^y  a  sense  of  duty  to  decide  in  the  a^5irm«tive^-tW 
ie,  that  the  fir#t  section  of  the  bill  be  eti^eipt  oirk 


TnisttBDAY,  February  21. 

A  me9sage  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiYes 
Informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "Ad  act  to  erect  a  light-bouse  on 
BooD  island,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to 
place  buoys  off  Cape  Fear  river,  and  to  erect  a 
beacon  at  New  Inlet,  in  the  State  of  North  Car- 
olina, and  to  place  buoys  at  the  entrance  of  the 
harbor  of  Edgartown,  and  to  erect  a  column  of 
stone  on  Cape  Elizabeth,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
ehoeetts ;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Tne  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
an  act,  entitled  ^*  An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub* 
scribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  passed 
on  the  a5ih  day  of  February,  1791. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leib, 

Ordered^  That  it  be  poMponed  to  the  flrat  Mon* 
day  in  December  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  in 
the  Indiana  Territory,  aad  for  other  purposes;  and 
the  bill  having  been  amended^  the  Paesident  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  accord  insly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter* 
mioed  in  the  affirmaUve. 

The  Senate  resumed}  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  pay  meat  of  cer- 
tain certificates,  credita,  and  pensions,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  agreed 
that  it  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to^mor- 
row. 

^  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  I  be 
Whole,  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate 
the  laying  out.  and  making  a  road  froih  Cumber- 
land, in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of 
.  Ohio ;  and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the 
Presidesct  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 
.    The  Senate  resumed,  as  int^ommittee  of  the 
Whole^  (he  bill,  eotit)ed  "*  Aa  tot  to  (^u.thorize  the 


eleetioa  of  sherifis  in  the.  Indiana .Tferritory,*^  to- 
gether With  the  amendment  reported  tliezeto  by 
the  select  committee. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  fiuriber  eon- 
sideration  thereof  be  poafpoaed  until  to  morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  as  in  Comoiiltee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  apt  estaWshing 
navy  hospitalii." 

OnjkreU^  That  it  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  re^umed^as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  xJbm  bill,,  entitled  *^  An  not  for  the  relief  of 
Peter  Audrain ;"  'and, 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  third  weeding* 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Iifaf ylaac^  gave  ootioe  tbet  to- 
morrow he  sbofild  ask  leave  to  bring  ia  a  bill  to 
repeal  the  tenth  aeetioa  of  the  act,  eatiiled  ^  Aa 
not  to  incorpoffate  the  subscribera  to  the  Bank  of 
tb^  United  state;^,;"  and  to  repeal  the  tkird  sec- 
tion of  the-aet,  entitled  ^  Aa  act  aappleaaentary 
to  the  act»  entitled  *  An  aet  to  estaUiak  the  eoca- 
penaatioa  of  the  officers  employed  in  tiie  eollee- 
tion  of  the  duties  oa  impost  and  loaaage,'  passed 
10th  May,  1800." 

Mr.  Bbao^bV,  from  the  committee  to  whoat 
was  referred  the  hill,  eatiikd  **  An  aet  ia  addi- 
tioD  to  the  act.  entitled  |  An  act  coocetaiag  Coa- 
sols,'  aod  for  tne  further  protection  of  Araerieaa 
seamen,"  reported  it  amended  (  an4  the  a  mead* 
ment  was  copsidered  and  agreed  to,  aa  ia  Coak- 
mlttee  ef  the  whole ;  and  the  PaBstDairr  ceport- 
ed  the  bill  to  the  Hoase  accordio^lr* 

Oi^  the  question,  Shall  this  btll  be  read  the 
third  time  as  amaadedl  i(  was  determioed  ia 
the  affirmative.     . 

Mr.  .CuTTS  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
shoald  ask  leave  to  bring  io  a  bill  to  aoiend  the 
aet,  entitled  "An, aet  providing  for  the  final  ad- 
justment of  claims  tolaodx.  and  foi  the  ^leof 
(he  public  Ifinds,  in  the  Territories  of  Orlcaas 
and  Lottiaiana." 


Fbidat,  February  22. 

The  bill  entitled  <'An  act  to  erect  a  light- 
house on  Boon  island,  in  the  State  of  Massacha- 
setts,  to  place  buoys  off  Cape  Fear  river,  and  to 
erect  a  beacon  at  New  Inlet,  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  to  place  buoys  at  the  entrance  of 
the  harbor  of  Ed^rtown,  and  to  erect  a  columa 
of  stone  on  Cape  Elizabeth,  in  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts,'* was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr,  LiLOVD  presented  the  petition  of  Moses 
Brown  and  others,  on  the  subject;  which  was 
read.  Whereupon,  on  motion  by  Mr.  TcRMfa, 
the  bill  and  petition  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs. 
Llotd,  Tubnsr,  and  Condit,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  HoRSET,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  io  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,  correctly  en- 
grossed ;  and  the  bill  leas  read  the  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate  the  laying 
out  and  fnaking  a  road  from  Ciimberland«  in  the 
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State  of  Marylaiid,  to  the  13t»t«  of  Ohio»  correetl y. 
togrossed ;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  tine 
\a  araendod,  and  the  blaoks  filled. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  aad  that  the  title 
hereof  be  *^  Ao  act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  reg- 
date  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from 
Z^umberland,  in  the  Stata  of  Maryland,  to  the 
State  of  Ohio.'' 

Mr.  HoRssr,  from  the  committee^  also  reported 
iie  ameodment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in 
idditioa  to  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  concerning 
Consuls  and  Vice  CooauU,'  and  for  the  further 
protection  of  American  aeamen,"  correctly  en- 
grossed ;  and  the  bill  waa  read  the  third  time  as 
uneaded. 

Itaohed,  That  this  bill  pass  Urith  an  amead- 
Qoent. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  establishiag  nary 
hospitals,"  was  read  the  third  time,,  and  passed^ 

The  bill,  eotitleit  <^Aa  act  for  the  relief  of 
Peter  Audrain,"  was  read  the  third  time,  %nd 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  cer« 
taia  certificates,  credits,  and  pensions,  and  for 
other  purpose^ ;  and,  en  motion  by  Mr.  Ano£R- 
sox,  toat  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be 
posipooed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  neJtt, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negatire — yeas  8,  nays 
17)  as  follows : 

Ybas— MsMis.  Anderson,  Bzadleyt  Fianktin,  Ger- 
mta,  Gregg,  Lambert^  Smith  of  Kew  York,  and 

TufQer. 

Nits— Messn.  Campbell,  Clay,  Condit,  Crawford, 
Cutu,Duia,GiliDan,  Horsey,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed, 
Smith  of  Mvyland,  Tait,  Taylor,  Whiteside,  and  Wor- 

thingtoo. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Cuttb  asked  and  ob- 
tained leare  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  act, 
eotiiled  ^  An  act  providing  for  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  claims  to  lands,  and  for  the  sale  of  the 
poblic  lands,  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans  and 
Looisiaoa;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
tsked  and  obtained  lea  re  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  re* 
peal  the  tenth  section  of  the  aet,  entitled  "An 
ict  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,"  and  to  repeal  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  *Aq  ect  to  establish  the  com- 
pensation of  the  officers  employed  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  duties  on  impost  and  tonnage,'  passed 
10th  of  May,  1800  j"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
P^ed  to  the  second  reading.  - 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
tbetleetiooof  sheriflb  in  the  Indiana  Territory;" 
together  with  the  amendment  re|)orted  thereto 
Df  the  select  committee;  and,  having  agreed  to 
the  amendment,  the  PaBaiDCNT  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

.  Oa  the  qneatioB,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
Ume  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
uimatiTe. 

The  PaasinaMT  commuoieat^  a  report  of  the 


Becretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  ptaetieat  nse  of  the 
torpedo,  or  submarine  explosion ;  apd  the  report 
and  documents  therein  referred  to  were  read,  aad 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Ytcs  PREeiDBNT  notified  the  Senate  (bat 
he  should  be  absent,  after  this  day,  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session. 


Saturpay,  February  23. 

T.he  Vice  PaBaiDJiNT  being  absent,  the  Beoata 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Pbebiobiit  jwv 
temp9re,  as  the  Constitution  piovideas  ^^^  the 
Hon.  JoBM  Pops  was  elected. 

The  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Joan  Tatuo«|. 
appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
Sute  of  South  Carolina,  for  the  term  of  six  yearii . 
commencing  on  the  fourth  day  ef  March  aext^ 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  file. 

The  bill  to  repeal  the  tenth  section  of  the  act, 
entitled  <*  An  aet  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  and  the  third 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  supplement- 
ary to  aa  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  establish  the 
compensation  of  the  officers  employed  in  the 
collection  of  the  duties  on  impost  and  tonnage," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;' 
and  Messrs.  Ss^ith,  of  Maryland,  Fran kli«,  and 
Anoerbon,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  '^An  act  pro- 
viding for  tbe  final  adjustmentof  claims  to  lands, 
and  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  in  the  Terri- 
tories of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,"  was  read  the 
second  tfame,  and  referred  to  a  select  eiommiitee, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Brad- 
LBT,  Campbbli^  and  FRANXuif,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  BnEtfT,  that  the  menaorial 
of  Richard  Bland  Lee,  on  the  subject  of  the  dain- 
ages  he  has  sustained  from  the  troops  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States  when  stationed  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and 
otherwise,  together  with  the  accompanvloe  doc- 
uments, be  referred  to  the  Secretary  ot  War  j  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury,  witk 
a  statement  of  the  emoluments  of  the  officers  em* 
ployed  in  the  collection  of  the  customs  for  the 
year  1810;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  'table. 

Mr.  SaiiTH,  of  Maryland,  from  tbe  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
fur  establishing  trading*houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes,"  reported  the  bill  amended. 

Ml.  Carrs,  from  the  committee,  reported  tbe 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'  An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  election  of  sherifEs  in  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory," correctly  engrossed;  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third.time  as  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  that  it  be  postponed 
to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the.  negative — yeas  13,  nays  14,  as 
follows : 

YsAs^Mesaxs.  Bradley,  Bient,  Clay,  CondU,  Giles, 
Goodrich,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  Pope,  Smith  of  Now  York, 
l  Tail,  Taylor,  and  Tamer. 
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Nats— MeHn.  Andenon,  OtiDpbeU,Fi%nkfiii,Gftil* 
lard,  GenQui,  Gngg,  Lambert,  Leib,  Mathevraon, 
Reed,  Robinaon,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Whiteatde,  and 
Worthington. 

On  the  qaestion,  SbtU  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determioed  in  the  negati7e**>y^s  13^  nays  14,  as 
follows:  ' 

YiAS — Maaata.  Anderaon,  Campbell,  FranUin,  Gail- 
lard,  German,  Gregg^,  Lambert,  Leib,  Mathewaon,  Rab- 
inaoD»  Smith  of  Maryland,'  Whtteaide,  and  Wor- 
thington. 

NATa-^Messrs.  Bradley,  Brent,  Clay,  Oondit,  Gilea, 
Goodrich,  Ltoyd,  Pickering,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Taxt,  Taylor,  and  Tuner. 

A  messaffe  from  the  lloase  of  RepresentatiTea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  bill  entitled  **Ad  act 
incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Co-' 
lumbia,^  which  passed  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
mss,  and  was  presented  to  the  Presidf  nt  of  the 
United  Slates  for  his  approbation  and  signature, 
and  returned  by  him,  on  the  Slst  instant,  to  the 
House  of  RepresentatiTes,  in  which  House  it 
originated,  with  the  following  objections : 

'I  Because  the  bill  exceeds  the  rightful  authority  to 
which  Governmenta  are  limited  by  the  eaaential  dia- 
tinction  between  civil  and  religious  functions,  and  Wo- 
latea,  in  particular,  the  article  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  dedarea  that  **  Cnngreas  shall 
make  no  law  reapeeting  a  religioua  establishment." 
The  bill  enacta  into  and  eatabliahea  by  (aw  sundiy 
rules  and  proceedings  relative  purely,  to  the  organisa- 
tion and  polity  of  the  church  meorporated,  and  com- 
prehending eyen  the  election  and  remova}  of  a  mmia- 
t«r  of  the  same ;  ao  that  no  change  could  be  made 
therein  by  the  particular  aodety,  or  by  the  general 
Church,  of  which  it  is  a  member,  and  whtae  authority 
it  recogntaes.  Thia  particular  church,  therefore,  would 
ao  far  be  a  religious  establishment  by  law :  a  legal  Ibrce 
and  sanction  being  ghen  to  certain  articlea  in  ita  con* 
atttution  and  administration.  Nor  can  it  be  considered 
that  the  articles  thus  estaUiahed  are  to  be  taken  as  the 
descriptive  criteria  only  of  the  corporate  identity  of  the 
aodety ;  inaamuch  aa  this  identity  must  depend  on  other 
characteristics ;  aa  the  regulations  established  are  gen- 
erally unessential  and  alterable,  according  to  the  prin- 
dplea  and  canons  by  which  churdies  of  that  denomi- 
nation govern  themselvea;  and,  aa  the  injunctiona  and 
prohibitions  contdned  in  the  regulatipna  would  be  en- 
forced bv  the  penal  oonsequenoea  applicable  to  a  fiola- 
>  tion  of  them  accordiujg  to  the  local  law. 

"  Because  the  bill  vests  in  the  said  incorporated 
ehurch  an  authority  to  provide  for  the  aupport  of  the 
poor,  and  the  education  of  poor  children  of  the  aame ; 
an  authority  which,  being  altogether  superfluoua  if  the 
piovision  is  to  be  the  result  of  pious  charity,  would  be 
a  precedent  for  giving  to  religious  societies,  aa  suds  a 
legal  agency  in  carrying  into  effect  a  public  and  civil 
duty." 

And  that,  upon  a  reconsideratiod  of  the  bill, 
two'thtrds  of  the  House  of  Representatives  did 
not  agree  to  pass  the  same. 

Mr.  CuTTs,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  certain  certifi- 
cates, credits,  and  pensions,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," correctly  engrossed  ;  and,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Bbaolet,  it  was  agreed  that  it  be  postponed 


•to.  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  'for  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  GiLBB  sobmitted  the  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Virginia,  iastraccing 
their  Senators,  and  requesting  their  Delegates,  to 
use  their  best  efibrts  to  obtain  from  Congress  a  a 
act . authorizing  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  line  on  State  establishment,  their  heirs 
or  assigns  to  locate  warrants  which  they  may 
hold  for  lands  granted  for  military  services,  on 
certain  waste  and  unappropriated  unds ;  which 
were  read)  and  laid  on  ^he  table. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Collectors  of 
the  ports  of  Norfolk,  Baltimore,and  Philadelphia; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Rbeo,  the  ooasideration 
thereof  was  further  postponed  until  Monday  next 

Mr.  Leib  submitted  the  following  motioa  for 
consideration : 

Remhed,  lliat  the  Sectetaiy  of  the  Seaa^  pay,  oat 
of  the  contingent  fund,  the  earn  of  —  doUan  to 
Henry  Miller,  William  Fiahbam,  and  Tobias  IKmp- 
aon,  ^ach,  for  extra  servieea  during  the  present  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  Gbbgg,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  4th  instant,  the  memorial  of  the 
clergy  resident  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  made 
a  report.  Whereupon  the  further  constderatlon 
thereof  was  postponed  to.  the  first  Monday  in 
December  next, 

Mr.  Bbaoley,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
'Was  jreferred  the  bin  to  amend  an  act,  eiMiiJed 
''An  act  poviding  for  the  final  adjustment  of 
claims  to  lands,  and  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands,  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisi- 
ana, passed  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1810," 
reported  it  amended ;  and  the  amendments  were 
considered  as  in  Comdiittee  of  the  Whole,  and 
agreed  to  by  unanimous^  consent ;  and  the  Pbeb- 
10ENT  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly. 

On  the  question^  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
'and  read  a  third  time  asaiqended?  it  was  deter- 
mined  in  th^  affirmative. 


Monday,  Pobniary  25. 

The  PaEaiDCRT  communicated  a  repot  from 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  con- 
taining an  account  of  the  expenses  of  the  national 
armories  at  Springfield  and  Harper^s  Ferry,  to- 
gether with  a  return  of  the  arms  made  and  re- 
paired at  each  during  the  year  1810,  made  in  obe- 
dience to  the  fifth  section  of  an  act.  entitled  "An 
'act  to  provide  for  the  erecting  ana  repairing  of 
arsenals  and  magazines,  and  for  ot her t>ar poses ;" 
and  the  report  was  read,  and  la|d  on  the  table.  . 

The  resolution  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fond  of 
the  Senate,  tp  Henry  Miller  and  others ^  dol- 
lars each,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
'Whole,  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  seamen  of 
the  United  States,  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the'  select  committee;  and, 
after  debate,  on  motion  of  Mr..LLOiro,  the  farther 
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eoiisideratioo   thereof  was  postponed  until  the 
oext  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.LsiB  presented  the  memoritl  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  pray- 
ing an  extension  of  their  charter,  so  far  as  to  en- 
able them  to  settle  the  aeconnts  of  the  hank,  for 
reasons  therein  stated ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  lo  eoa- 
fisc  of  fi?e  members,  to  coiiaider  and  report  there- 
and  Messrs.  Clat,  Fbarklin,  Audbbbon, 


00 


LciB,aod  Batard,  were  appointed  the  committee 

Mr.  GiutAN,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  ^' An  act  proTiding 
for  tbe  fiaal  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands,  and 
for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territories 
of  Orleans  and  Louisiana^'*  correetlf  engrossed; 
and  tbe  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  ''An  act  proTiding  for  the  final  adjust- 
meet  of  claims  to  lands,  and  for  the  sale  of  tbe 
public  lands,  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans  and 
Louisiana ;  and  to  repeal  the  act  passed  for  the 
same  purpose,  and  approved  February  16, 1811." 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  petition 
of  Wiiliam  Lorman  and  others,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  residents  in  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore, stating  that  they,  together  with  sereral 
others,  resident  merchants  in  Philadelphia,  are 
seTerally  owners  of  the  ship  Fair  American  and 
her  etrgo,  arrired  a  few  days  since  in  the  port  of 
Baltimore  from  Calcutta,  and  that  the  said  cargo 
is  refused  entry  by  the  Collector  of  the  Customs, 
on  an  alleged  Tiolation  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other 
purposes j"  and  praying  relief,  for  reasons  stated 
at  large  in  the  petition;"  which  was  reBd, and 
laid  on  the  Uble. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  nmhorize  the  payment 
of  certain  certificates,  credits,  and  pensions,  and 
for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  the  qoesthm.  Shall  this  bill  pass  7  it  was 
determined  in  tbe  affirmative — yeas  14,  nays  18, 
as  follows: 

Yus— Msssra.  Bmxd,  Olay,  OondH,  Crawlbrd, 
OiliBia,  Gsodrieh,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  Pope,  Seed, 
SmiUi  of  If aiyland,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Worthingten. 

Nats— Ifaasn.  Andeison,  Bradley,  Cutis,  FrankMn, 
^^'"MB*  Or^gf  Lambert,  Leib,  Malhewsont  Smith  of 
New  Yoik,  Turner,  and  Whitemde* 

So  it  was  resolved  that  this  bill  pass,  and  that 
the  title  thereof  be  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  certificates,  credits,  and  pensions, 
U)d  for  other  purposes." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
^il  for  tbe  relief  of  the  collectors  of  the  ports  of 
Norfolk,  Baltimore,  and  Philadelphia,  was  recom- 
mitted to  a  select  committee,  further  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, Braolbt,  and  Matbewson,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 


trading  houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee;  and,  having  agreed  to  the 
amendments  and  further  amended  the  bill,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  1  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  resolution  to  author^ 
iie  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  pay,  out  of  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  Senate,  to  nenry  Miller 

and  others, dollars  for  extra  services  during 

the  present  session.  And  on  the  question,  Shall 
this  resolution  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  7 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 


TuKeoAT,  February  26. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing 

11th  Con.  3d  Ssss.— IS 


Weonb^dat,  February  27. 

Mr.  Cirrre,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  es- 
tablishing trading  houses  with  the  Indian  tribes," 
correctly  engrossed ',  and  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BsAOLBT  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  fix  the  time 
for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 

The  resolution  submitted  on  the  23d  instant, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  as  follows: 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
pav,  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  the  sum  of  fifty 
dollars  to  Henry  Miller,  William  Fish  burn,  and 
Tobias  Simpson,  each,  for  extra  services  during 
the  present  session. 

Mr.  Qreog  submitted  the  following  motion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  di- 
rected to  deliver  to  Caleb  Boyle  the  portraits  of  the 
late  King  and  Queen  of  France,  which  were  some 
time  since  kept  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  which  are 
now  in  one  of  the  committee  rooms,  to  be  kept  by  him 
unUl  the  Senate  direct  otherwise ;  taking,  at  the  time 
of  delivery,  his  oUigatioa  to  return  them  when  de» 
mended. 

Mr.  Llotd^  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  aet  to  erect  a  light- 
house on  Boon  island,  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, to  plaice  buoys  off  Cape  Fear  river,  and  to 
erect  a  beaeon  at  New  Inlet,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  and  to  place  buoys  at  the  en- 
tranee  of  the  harbor  of  Bdgartown,  and  to  erect 
a  column  of  stone  on  Cape  Elizabeth,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,''  reported  it  with  amendments ; 
which  were  read  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  agreed  to ;  and  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  asametided?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  HoBSBT,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
amendments  to  the  last  mentioned  bill  correctly 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended,  by  unanimous  coii8ent,.and  passed. 

Mr.  Crawfori>,  from  the  committee  to  whoiii 
was  referred,  on  the  tOth  December,  so  much  of 
tbe  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  tbe  occupation  of  West  Flori- 
da, reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  accept  the  service  of  a  num- 
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ber  of  volunteer  companies,  not  exceeding  fifty 
thousand  men ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 


Thursday,  Februarys  28. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  submitted  yes- 
terday respectini;  the  portraits  of  the  late  King 
and  Clueeo  of  France ;  and^  on  the  question  to  - 
agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in  ^he  negative. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
ta  whom  was  referred,  on  the  27th  December, 
the  memorial  of  Thomas  Corcoran,  and  others, 
citizens  of  GK»orgetown,  in  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia, made  report.  Wherenpon,  the  committee 
was  discharged  from  the  farther  consideration  of 
the  subject. 

Mr.  LstB,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  14th  December^  last,  the  report 
of  the  SecreUry  for  the  Department  of  War,  on 
Che  discipline  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States, 
made  report.  Whereupop,  the  committee  was 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subiect. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  re- 
turn the  documents  accompanying  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  14th  December  laat, 
to  the  War  Office. 

Mr.  WoRTBiNGTON  presented  the  memorial  of 
Joseph  Gordon,  and  others,  praying  an  alteration 
In  the  laws  providing  for  the  sales  of  the  lands 
of  the  United  States,  as  mentioned  in  the  memo- 
rial; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs. 
WoRTaiNQTON,  PoPE,  and  Bradley,  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  14th  January  last. 

Mr.  Braol&t  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  altering  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
>  ted  States  to  accept  the  service  of  a  number  of 
volunteer  companies,  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand 
men,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  oonaidered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  And  on  the 
question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  r 
third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

A  Diessage  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  supplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  ^An  act  concerning  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  aad 
for  other  purposes,"  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  tbe  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  following  Mesnage  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senaie  and  House  of 

Representatiffes  of  the  Vhited  States. - 

I  transmit,  and  recommend  to  the  attention  of  Con- 
grsM,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  relative  to 
deficiencies  in  the  returns  of  the  censun. 

FiBRUABY  28,  1811.  JAMES  MADISON, 

The  Message  and  report  were  read,  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 


thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Whiti- 
SIDE,  Taylop,  and  Brent,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 


FaiDAT,  March  1. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  supplementary  to 
the  act)  entitled  *An  act  concerning  the  comma- 
cial  intercoufse  between  the  United  States  and 
Qreat  Britain  and  France,  and  their  depeodea- 
ciea,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  that  it 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  tit 
negative. 

Mr.OERBUR  prewnted  the  memorialof  Thom|i- 
son  and  Edgar,  and  others,  merchants  ofthecitf 
of  New  York,  stating  that  they  are  owners  aod 
consignees  of  property  to  the  value  of  not  iea 
than  one  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  which  bis 
arrived  in  that  port  since  tbe  2d  of  Fehroary, 
and  that  the  collector  has  refused  to  permit  the 
said  property  to  be  entered  at  tbe  cnstom-hoase, 
on  an  alleged  violation  of  the  nonintercosne 
laws;  wherefore  the  memorialisto  pray  relief;  aird 
the  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  CuTTs.  from  the  committee,  reported  ike 
bill  anthorizing  the  President  of  the  Uoited 
States  to  accept  the  service  of  a  number  of  rol* 
unteer  companies,  not  exceeding  fiftr  (hoosaad 
men,  correctly  engrossed  s  and  the  bill  wasreid 
the  third  time. 

JReBolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  tbetitle 
thereof  be  '^ An  act  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  accept  the  service  ofa  num- 
ber of  volunteer  companiee,  not  exceeding  &f(f 
thousand  men." 

Tbe  bill  altering  the  time  for  the  next  meetiof 
of  Congress  was  read  the  second  tiaie.  Aodw 
motion,  by  Mr.  Bbadley,  to  fill  the  blanks  wiik 
the  words  "  f bird"  and  **  May ;"  so  that  the  meet- 
ing be  on  the  third  Monday  of  May  next,  it  vis 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10,  nafs  17,  as 
foliowa : 

YxAS— -Messrs.  Bradley,  Condit,  German,  GRgK> 
Laaabwt,  Lelb,  Reed,  Sobioson,  Talt,  aad  Whiteiidt 

NATS-4fesan.  Bayard,  GampbeM,  Giay,  Frmklui, 
GaUlaid.  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Lloyd,  Mitb««; 
son,  Piekering,  Pope,  Smith  of  Maiylsad,  ttaaith  of 
New  York,  Taylor,  Tamer,  and  Woctbington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  TuRNsa,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next. 

The  credentials  of  Jenkin  Whiteside,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  tbe  State 
of  Tennessee,  for  the  terra  of  six  years,  com- 
mencing on  the  fifth  day  of  this  monihj  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  file.  . 

Mr.  Campbell  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  ne 
should  ask  leave  to  brinjr  in  a  bill  for  the  rcliei 
of  Richard  Tervin,  William  Coleman,  Edwifl 
Lewis,  Samuel  Minns,  and  Joseph  Wilson,  inw« 
Mississippi  Territory. 

The  following  motion,  by  Mr.  Pickebino,  was 
submitted  for  consideration : 


Resohed,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  on 
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pftpen  eommmiicated  conidentially  lo  thft  Senate  in 
the  j^Bn  1608  end  1805,  nbtiTe  to  Lovkiaiia  and 
West  Florida,  or  any  part  theiai^,  ao  far  as  aoch  {w- 
pera  reapeot  the  title  or  claim  of  the  United  States  to 
those  Tenritories,  be,  and  is  hereby,  taken  o£ 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  sappletnentary  to 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  concerning  the  commer- 
eial  iotercoorse  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependen- 
cies, and  for  other  pijrposes;"  was  resumed  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motioo,  by  Mr.  Llotd,  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  addinjf,  at  the  end  of  the  first  section,  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

**  Nor  shall  any  merchandise  be  liable  to  Ibrfeitnre 
whieh  maj  be  imported  into  the  United  States  from 
any  port  of  Great  Britain  or  her  dependencies^  on  or 
before  the  ftist  day  of  May  next  ensuing;  which  mer- 
chandica  iliafl  be  eondasiYely  proved,  to  the  satisfae- 
tioa  of  tbe  Seeretavy  of  the  Treaaoiy,  to  hava  been 
aciaallj  pavehased  ^,  and  excloaively  to  belong  to,  a 
citiaen  or  cttiaans  of  the  United  Statea^  prior  to  the  3d 
of  Febniaiy  last:" 

It  was  determined  in  tha  negatiTe-— yeaa .  7, 
nays  19,  as  IbUows: 

TsAa — ^Messrs.  BaTaid,  Bradley,  Goodrich,  Honey, 
Uoyd,.  Pickering,  and  Reed. 

Nats — Messrs.  Campbell,  Clay»  Condit,  Cntts, 
Franklin,  Gaillard,  German,  Gilman,  Gregg,  Lambert, 
Leib,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Ti^mer,  and  Woithington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Pickebiro,  to  strike  oqt  of 
section  two,  line  fire,  the  following  words: 

''And  aoch  proclamation  ahall  be  Emitted  as  eri- 
deiiee,and  no  other  evidence  shall  be  admitted  of  such 
rerocation  or  modification,  in  any  suit  or  pioseoation 
which  may  be  instituted  under  the  fourth  section  of 
the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement:" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negatire — yeas  7, 
nays  21,  as  follows : 

X  SAS — BCessm.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Goodrich,  Horsey, 
Lloyd,  Pickering,  and  Reed. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brent,  Campbell,  Clay,  Condit, 
Cotts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  German,  Gilman,  Gregg, 
Lambert,  Leib,  Mathewson,  Pope,  Robinson.  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Talt,  Taylor,  Turner, 
and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  to  add  to  the  end  of 
the  bill,  the  following  words : 

**  Nor  the  proceeds  of  shipments  wholly  named  by 
a  dtjaea  or  citisens  of  the  United  States,  which  ship- 
ments had  been  made  to  the  British  possessions  in  the 
West  Indies,  prior  to  the  second  of  Febrna^  last,  and 
the  proceeds  whereof  may  be  imported  into  die  United 
Sutes  on  or  before  the  first  of  May  next  ensuing." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negatire— yeas  8, 
nays,  20,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Croodrich,  Horsey, 
Lloyd,  Pickering,  Reed,  and  Turner. 

Nato — Messrs.    Campbell,    Clay»    Condit,    Cutts, 
Franklin,  Guillard,  German,  Gilman,  Gregg,  Lam- 
bert, JjMb,  Mathewson,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  White- 
side, and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Batard,  that  the  farther 
conaideratioa  of  the  bill  be  .postponed  until  to* 


morrow,  it  was  determined  in  the  negatire— yaaa 
9,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

YsAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  German,  Goodrich, 
Horsey,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  and  Reed. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brent,  Campbell,  Cfay,  Condit, 
Cutts,  Fimnklin,  Gaillard,  Gilmao,  Lambert,  Mathew- 
son, Pope,  Robinson.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Whiteside,  and 
Worthington. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time?  it  was  determined  in  the  affrmatire^ 
yeas  20,  nays  6,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Brent,  Campbell,  Clay,  Condit, 
Cntts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  German,  Gilman,  Lambert, 
Mathewson,  Pope,'  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smith  of  New  Yoik,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  White, 
side,  and  Worthington. 

NAva — Messrs*  Bayard,  Bradley,  Goodrich,  Hovsejrv 
Lloyd,  and  Picketteg. 

The  SeiMte  then  adjourned  to  six  o'clock  this 
erening. 

FaioAY  Etbhiko,  6  6*dock. 

A  message  from  tha  Honae  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hnre  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  a  loan  of 
money  for  a  aam  not  ezeeeding  fire  millioaa  of 
dollars;'^  a  Inll^ entitled  "An  act  aathorizing  the 
issuing  of  debentures  in  certain  oases;"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Macnam- 
ara ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  annex  a  part  of 
the  State  of  New  Jersey  to  the  collection  oistrict 
of  New  York ;  to  remore  the  office  of  collector 
of  Niagtra  to  Lewiston,  to  make  Cape  St.  Yin- 
cent,  in  the  district  of  Sackett's  Harbor  a  port  of 
delirery,  aud  out  of  the  districts  of  Miami  and 
Mississippi  to  make  two  new  districts,  to  be  called 
the  districts  of  Saodudcjr  and  Teche,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  a  bill, entitled  "An  act  declaring 
the  consent  of  Congrats  to  an  act  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  passed  the  twelfth  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  'establishing 
the  fees  of  the  harbor  master  and  health  officer 
of  the  ports  of  Sarannah  and  Bl  Mary's ;"  and 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  extend  the  time  for 
eompletittif  the  third  census  or  enumeration  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States;"  in  which 
bills  they  desire  the  eooeurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  eoncurreoice  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  loan  of 
a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  fire  millions  of 
dollars,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  to 
consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  LlotD| 
FaANKLm,  ana  Smith  of  Maryland,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time 
for  completing  the  third  census  or  enumeration 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,"  was 
read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  WoftTHiN^TON,  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

The  bin,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the  con- 
sent of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Geor* 
gia,  passed  the  12th  of  December,  one  thousand 
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tight  bandred  and  foar,  eaUiblisliiDg  the  feet  of 
harbor  master  and  health  officer  of  the  ports  of 
Bamnnah  and  St.  Mary's,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  Tait,  Lloto,  and  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, were  appointed  the  committee. 

Tne  bill,  entitled  an  act  to  annex  a  part  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey  to  the  collection  district  of 
New  Torkj  to  remove  the  office  of  collector  of 
Niagara  to4iewiston ;  to  make  Cape  St.  Vincent, 
in  the  district  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  a  port  of  de- 
livery ;  and  out  of  the  districts  of  Miami  and 
Mississippi  to  make  two  new  districts,  to  be  call- 
ed the  districts  of  Sandusky  and  Teche,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  a  select  eom- 
mtttee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  $  and 
Messrs.  Qbbman,  CoNntT,  and  Bmladley^  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Lloto,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bilL  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  a 
loan  of  money  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars."  reported  the  bill  amended. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Macnamara,"  waa  referred  to  a  select  committee 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  i  and  Messrs.  Tay- 
lor, Bradley,  and  Turner,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 


Saturday,  Mafch  2. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  a^t  authorizing  the  issu- 
ing of  debentures  in  certain  eases,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Brad- 
ley, Leie,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

Mr.  Qermam,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  aet  to  annex  a 

Sart  of  the  State  of  New  J<Srsey  to  the  collection 
istrict  of  New  York;  to  remove  the  office  of 
eoUector  of  Niagara  to  Lewiston :  to  make  Cape 
Si.  Vincent,  in  the  district  of  Saoltett's  Harbor,  a 
port  of  delivery ;  and  out  of  the  districts  of  Miami 
and  Mississippi,  to  make  two  new  districts,  to  be 
called  the  districts  of  Sandusky  and  Teche,  and 
for  other  purposes;"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  passed* 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
leferred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  passed  the  twelfth  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  '  establishinff 
Che  fees  of  the  harbor  master  and  health  officer  of 
the  ports  of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary  V"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
bill  was  read  the  third  time,  by  iraaiitmons  con- 
tent, and  passed. 

-  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill;  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  a 
loan  of  naoney  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  mil- 1 


lions  of  dollars,"  together  with  the  smesdBeii 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  comnitiee;  lodthe 
amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Preskiegi 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  aeteordiogly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  resd  i  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  tbeiffica- 
alive.  The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  tinM  u 
amended,  by  unanimous  consent,  aad  passed. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whoa 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  Ao  act  for  ibert- 
lief  of  John  Macnamara,"  reported  it  with  u 
amendment,  wbich  was  considered  as  is  Con* 
mittee  of  the  Whole;  and,  having  agreed  to  (he 
amendment,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  thf 
third  time  as  amended  7  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative.  The  bill  was  then  lOid  the  thiid 
time  as  amended,  by  unanimous  cooseoi,  vU 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motioa  made  yester- 
day by  Mr.  PicfeBRina,  that  the  iDJuoeitoo  of 
secrecy  on  certain  papers,  communicated  eonl- 
dentiallv  to  the  Senate,  be  taken  off;  aad,  ob 
motion  by  Mr.  Batard, 

Resolved^  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  he 
taken  off  in  relation  to  the  vote  of  the  Senile  (hit 
day,  on  the  resolution  of  the  first  March,  oieitd 
by  Mr.  Pickgrinq. 

On  the  question  toame  to  the  original  tnotioo. 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative^yeas  8,  oip 
14,  as  follows:  , 

Yx AS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Goodrich,  Lloyd,  Fkkeriog 
Reed,  Smith  of  New  York,  Taylor,  and  Tuner. 

Nats— MessfK  Anderson,  Condit,  Cuttt,  TnoVliB, 
Omillard,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Lelb,  Pope,  RdfainiOB,  SbM 
of  Maryland,  Tait,  Whiteside,  and  Worthington. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 
.  The  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  supplementtrr « 
the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  concerning  tbeeoioiDer 
cial  intercourse  between  the  United  States  m 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  depeadeo 
cies,  and  for  other  purposes,"  aras  read  the  thir 
time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Braulbt,  that  the  bill  \ 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  for  the  porpcse  < 
inserting  the  following  section  after  the  secoo 
•ectiop :  "* 

•*  And  ht  it  further  enaeied,  That,  in  the  efcot J 
its  appearing  to  the  President  of  the  United  Statei  w 
the  decrees  of  Prsnee  ha^e  not  been  to  revoked  < 
modified  as  to  eesae  to  violate  the  neutral  cooiaiertf 
the  United  8tates  froui  and  after  the  aeeond  dif 
Pebmaij,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fllenD,fl 
President  of  the  United  States  shaH  dedsri  th«  hd\ 
prodamataon,  and  the  said  procUmation  shsU  b0  ^ 
dnsiTe  eridence  of  the  &ct;  and  therenpon  the  op<^ 
tion  of  this  act,  and  also  of  such  parts  of  the  act  I 
which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  as  were  pat  into  ope( 
tion  by  the  President's  prodamation  of  the  secood 
November  last,  shall  cease  and  determine.'' 

It  was  determined  in  the  negatiTe--yeas  | 
nays  20,  as  follows:  ^ 

YxAS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Brsdley,  1^ 
Goodrich,  Hossey,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  and  Pope. 

NAYfr— Mesam.   Brent,   Caa^MI,  Clay,  Cotf 
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VmklJBt  OmMbiJ,  0«rmam  Oilvitti,  Omgv,  Lanbtrt, 
icib,  MathewMOv  RpbtiiMiB«  Smith,  of  Maiylaad, 
Ifflith,  of  New  Torjc,  Tsit,  Tajtor,  Tttrner»  WhitMida, 
ad  WorlluagtaD* 

On  (be  <^aestion,  Shall  this  bill  passt  it  was 
letermiQed  m  th«  affirmatiTe — yeas  20,  nays  7,  as 

bliows: 

Yii»--Meain.  Anderson*  Brent,  Campbell,  Clay, 
^dit,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  GiUnan,  Chregg,  Lambert, 
4ttthewsQn,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
(mith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Whiteside, 
ad  Wortbington. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradlsj,  Dana,  Ooodjich» 
lerMy,  Lloyd,  and  Pickering. 

So  it  was  Resolmd,  That  tbia  bill  imas. 

BANK  or  THB  UNTTBD  STATES. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  cammiUee  to  whom  was 
ff<pn»d.  on  the  25th  February,  the  memorial  of 
ke stockholders  of  iheBank  of  the  United  States, 
^yisg  that  an  act  of  Congress  might  be  passed 
10  eontinae  the  corporate  powers  of  the  bank  for 
I  fariber  period,  to  enable  it  to  settle  such  of  its 
(ODeem^as  may  be  depending  on  the  3d  of  March^ 
1811,  made  the  following  report : 

That  yoor  committee  have  duly  weighed  the  con- 
tent! of  the  memorial,  end  deliberately  attended  to  each 
npUnttioof  of  the  views  of  the  memorialists  as  tKey 
Imtc  thoQght  proper  to  present  throogh  their  agents* 
That,  holding  the  opinion  (as  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee do)  (h^t  the  Constitution  did  not  authoriae  Con* 
?reH  originally  to  grant  the  charter,  it  follows,  as.  a 
D^ceasaiy  consaqnence  of  that  opinion,  that  an  exten- 
non  of  it,  even  under  the  restrictions  contemplated  by 
the  Btockbolden,  is  eqoaUy  repugnant  to  the  Uonstitu- 
tion.  But,  if  it  were  possible  to  surmount  this  funda- 
mental objcctieo,  and  if  that  rule  which  forbids^  during 
Ike  same  tcanon  of  the  Senate,  the  re-agitation  oi  a . 
propontioo  once  decided,  were  disregarded^  your  com- 
nittee  wodd  atill  be  at  a  loss  to  find  any  sufficient 
naaooi  for  prolnnging  the  political  existence  of  the 
csiporatioD  lor  tfao  purpose  of  Winding  up  ite  aflkirs. 
f  w>  u  it  Kspecta  the  body  itself,  it  is  belicTed  that  the 
cxkiiig  laws,  through  the  instrumentality  of  a  trust 
{nopcH^  constituted,  allbrd  as  ample  means  as  a  quali- 
fied contiaaance  of  the  charter  would,  for  the  liquida- 
tion of  ha  accounts,  and  the  collection  and  final  distri- 
Imtioii  of  ita  funds.  But  should  any  inconTenience  be 
experienced  on  this  subject,  the  committee  are  per- 
nided  it  will  be  Tory  partial,  and  such  as  the  SUte 
lothorities,  upon  proper  application,  would  not  lail  to 
K°^  a  competent  remedy  for.  And,  in  relation  to  the 
eommaaity,  if  the  oorporationy  stripped  of  its.  banking 
p)wen,  were  to  fulfil  bona  fidt  the  duty  of  closing  lU 
^ftin,  ^our  committee  cannot  see  that  any  material 
adjutage  would  be  derived.  Whilst,  on  the  contrary, 
if  itihouldnot  so  act,  but  should  arail  itself  6f  the 
^porary  prolongation,  in  order  to  efifoct  a  more  dura- 
^  eitenaion  of  its  chatter,  it  might  in  its  operations 
^^^»fSA  a  serious  scourge. 

Toor  committee  are  happy  to  say  that  they  learn, 
uom  a  aatisfactory  source,  that  the  apprehensions  whieh 
Wert  indulged,  as  to  the  distress  resulting  firom  a  non- 
^evtl  of  the  charter,  are  iar  from  being  realixed  in 
nuladalpkia,  to  which  their  information  has  been  con- 
^^  It  was  long  since  obrious  that  the  Tacuum^'^tn 
^  circulation  of  the  country,  which  was  to  be  mo- 
^^^  bj  the  withdrawal  of  the  paper  of  die  Bank  of 


the  United  StaSss.  would  be  filled  \/j  paper  isaninf 
from  other  banks.  This  operation  h  now  actually 
going  on.  The  paper  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stalee 
£•  ramdly  returning,  and  that  of  other  banks  is  taking 
its  place.  The  ability  to  enlai^e  their  aeeommodationa 
ia  proportionately  enhanced ;  and  when  it  shall  be  flir* 
ther  increased  by  a  remoTal  into  their  raults  of  those 
deposited  which  are  in  the  possession  of  the  Bank  ^ 
the  United  States,  the  injurious  effects  of  a  dissolution 
of  the  corporation  will  be  found  to  eonsist  in  an  aoeel* 
erated  dlsdosare  of  the  actual  condition  of  those  who 
hare  been  supported  bj  the  credit  of  others,  but  whose 
insolTont  or  tottering  situation,  known  to  the  bank, 
has  been  concealed  from  the  public  at  large* 

Your  coannittee  beg  leaie  to  pnaent  the  fidlowing 
rssoluliou : 

AsfoAisd,  That  the  piayer  of  the  memorialists  oughl 
noitobe.graiiled. 

Tbe  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

CLAIM  OF  GENERAL  WILKINSON. 

Mr.  BaAni»iT,  from  the.  committee  to  whom 
.w«s  referred  the  memorial  of  General  James 
Wtlkinson,  praying  to  be  remunerated  for  mon- 
eys disbiirsed  in  tiM  service  of  the  United  States, 
made  the  following  report.: 

That  the  said  WilkiAson  has  exhibited  to  them 
claims  against  the  United  States,  tojthe  amount  of 
elcTcn  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars Vnd  ninety-six 
cents.    It  appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  oocu* 
ments  and  prools  produced  by  the  petitioner  to  explain 
and  support  his  claim  against  the  publici  that,  of  the 
above  sum,  $6  J 10  73  are  claimed  for  his  diaburse* 
ments  and  expenses  Incurred  pending  Burr's  conspi- 
racy ;  92,660  paid  for  a  tract  of  land  for  the  public 
senrice,  now  occupied  by  the  troops  on  the  Missouri 
river,  near  its  mouth ;  $460,  the  amount  of  his  passage , 
from  Baltimore  to  Charleston,  when  ordered  on  extra 
duty  by  the  President;  and  92,131  23,  for  losses  ot 
nroperty  sustained  by  his  sudden  transfer  from  St. 
Louis,  where  he  wss  exercising  the  functions  of  a  civil 
magistrate,  to  the  Sabine,  for  the  purpose  of  directing 
the  arms  of  the  nation  against  an  invading  force  of 
the  Spaniards. 

Tour  committee  have  no  hesitancy  in  saying  that . 
many  of  the  charges  appear  to  be  h^  and  founded 
In  juatice,  and  may  furnish  a  proper  set  off  against  the 
balance  opposed  to  him  by  the  Wsr  Department,  and 
that  the  residue  are  entitled  to  equitable  consideration  ; 
but,  from  the  shortness  of  the  time,  and  the  pressure  of 
business  before  the  expiration  of  the  session*  your 
committee  cannot  find  leisure  to  form  that  deliberate 
and  clear  judgment  on  the  merits  of  the  several  iteme 
which  justice  to  the  petitioner  and  to  the  public  re- 
quire ;  they,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  ofifer  the  following 
resolution : 

Retohedf  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  pe- 
tition of  General  James  Wilkinson,  togeUier  with  the 
accompanying  documents,  be  postponed  to  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Wilkinson  to  Me. 
c&oinnon  qf  the  eomrmUtee  of  the  Senate, 

W^sainoTon,  JIbrcA  1,  IBll. 
Sin ;  I  have  now  the  honor  to  present  te  the  honors 
able  committee  the  daun  which  I  set  up  against  the 
United  Statea,  sustained  by  an  account  current,  duly 
Vouched  and  explained ;  and  I  could  oonsdentioosfy 
add  to  this  amount  the  following  sums : 
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Loft  on  the  forced  ««k  of  kouMhold  goodi  end  fmii- 
tore,  al  New  Orleesa,  May,  1807     -        -$8S6  00 

Loet  on  the  forced  sale  of  houaehold  gooda 
on  my  booka     •        .       -      <         -        •    130  00 

Loat  on  the  forced  aaJe  on  ecarritge  and  pair 
<if  horaea 826  00 


1,870  00 

In  conaeqnenee  of  a  peremptory  order  to  repair  to 
Richmond,  for  the  nurpoae  of  attending  Burr'a  trial,  I 
waa  obliged  to  aend  the  preceding  property  to  the  ven- 
doe-maater,  where  it  waa  knocked  off  for  what  it 
would  bring. 

Bat  the  clamor  raiaed  againat  ne  for  Baling  the  na- 
tion from  a  citiI  war,  and  upholding  the  exiating  A^* 
miniatration  in  offioe>  by  the  moat  meritorioua  actiona 
of  my  life,  haa  been  auch  that  I  have  been  heratofon 
reatndned  from  aaking  for  Juatiee,  much  leaa  aeeking 
for  liberality ;  and  now,  nothing  but  the  penuxy  in- 
curred in  the  public  aerrice,  and  my  deaire  to'vinacate 
niT  character  againat  the  official  calnmniea  of  my  one* 
auea,  could  induce  me  to  make  the  preaent  mlio»- 
tion.  Itia  poaaible  the  item  charged  againat  J).  W. 
Bllicott  may  have  been  adjuated  by  the  military  agent; 
but  finding  the  Toucher  among  my  papeuy  I  have  in- 
cluded it. 

8hould  a  question  be  made  why  this  application 
ahould  have  been  ao  long  postponed,  my  answer  would 
be,  that,  amidat  the  whirlwind  of  paaaion  and  preju- 
dice excited  againat  me,  I  do  verily  believe,  had  I  aaked 
for  bread,  I  ahould  have  been  offered  a  stone. 

The  committee  will  perceive,  from  the  confidential 

tenor  of  the  documenta  relative  to  Colonel  'a 

fiait  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  that  they  ahould  not  be  ex- 
poaed,  and  therefore  I  hope  they  may  be  returned  to 
me.  It  will  be  obaerved,  that  he  tendered  a  free  gift 
of  hii  toils,  hazarda,  and  expensea  in  the  public  aer- 
vice ;  but,  believing  that  the  acceptance  would  be  un- 
worthy the  nation,  and  that  the  proposition  sprung 
out  of  a  sense  of  delicacy,  opposed  to  the  idea  that  it 
ahould  be  aaid  that  he  had  received  money  for  doing 
that  which  might  be  called  the  duty  of  a  spy,  I  insisted 
on  hia  taking  the  bare  expensea ;  and  it  waa  on  the 
same  ground  of  jealouay  that  he  refuaed  to  give  a 
recei]|>t 

With  great  respect,  Ac 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  Stxphxit  R.  BnisLBT. 

Remarks  explanatory  of  the  annexed  account. 

The  money  paid  Job  Ruth  waa  for  the  purpoae  ex- 
preaaed,  pending  Burr'a  conapbaqr ;  the  distance  be- 
ing aix  hundred  milea. 

The  amount  paid  D.  W.  Bllicott  was  for  the  trana- 
port  of  public  property  from  Fort  Adama  to  New  Or- 
leana,  to  get  it  out  of  the  way  of  the  oonspiratora. 

When  Boilman  waa  aeiaed*  he  complained  that  he 
waa  without  a  cent ;  and  to  prove  that  the  Govern- 
ment»  while  it  protected  itseli^  could  npt  deal  hardly 
with  him,  I  advanced  thia  aum  by  the  handa  of  Lieut. 
William  Wilson,  now  Captain  Wilaon,  and  atationed 
at  Norfolk. 

The  money  paid  Bsra  Hawa  needa  no  explanation. 

The  money  paid  Reibelt  waa  for  hia  services,  and 
that  of  half  a  doien  othera  employed  by  him,  to  viait 
the  tavema  and  auapected  placea  in  the  city,  to  aee  and 
report  what  waa  paasing. 

The  money  paid  Girard  waa  for  aervicea  paat  and 
proapective ;  he  had  been  Colonel  Burling'a  interpret- 


er, on  hio  mote  to  MexSeo ;  for  theae  paynMiita  Sioi- 
moaa  would  give  me  no  eredtt,  althoogfa  lie  holds  the 
voudiers. 

The  payment  to  Mounet  waa  for  eurjmg  advice  to* 
the  Attorney  General  at  Richmond  of  my  approach*  and 
varioua  other  witneases  whom  I  waa  directed  to  bring 
with  me  from  New  Orleana. 

The  payment  to  Pain  was  for  transport  of  a  part  of 
these  witneaaca. 

The  payment  for  Colonel  Burling  ta  explained  by 
the  confidential  documenta  submitted  to  the  commit- 
tee. 

The  charge  for  extraordinary  expenaea  ia  explained 
by  the  oath  of  Captain  Hughes. 

The  charge  for  money  loat  on  the  purchaae  of  lands 
is  deemed  a  fit  subject  for  legialailive  bounty,  becanae 
my  abaence  on  a  diatant  and  important  aervice  to  the 
country  cauaed  the  misfortune ;  and  the  public  haa  re- 
ceived from  another  penon  the  legal  price  of  the  land. 

The  chargo  for  land*  pnrchaaed  on  the  Miaaovri, 
will  be  explained  bv  an  apptication  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment, where  a  deed  for  the  land  haa  been  lodged. 

The  amount  of  aundriea  deducted  from  fiin&mona*s 
account  may  be  thus  explained : 

The  New  Orleana  boat,  hi  which  the  General  em- 
barked, waa  loaded  with  ahot  and  shells  for  St*  Louis, 
and  not  New  Orleans,  in  the  year  1805,  and  not  the 

J  rear  1806,  and  deacended  as  for  as  Massac,  where  the 
oad  waa  ahifted  Into  bargea  to  ascend  the  MiaaiaeippL 
The  paint  and  awning  charged  for  aaid  boat  ia  ah- 
aurd ;  as  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  will  apply  in 
anv  way  to  such  flata. 

The  tranaport  for  camp  equipage,  baggage,  and 
atores,  was  charged,  because  it  is  according  to  usage 
immemorial  in  the  American,  and  all 'other  armies; 
and  can  be  considered  no  emolument,  becauae  these 
artidea  include  booka,  papers,  tents,  marqueea,  and 
provisions,  the  transport  of  which  belongs  to  the  quar- 
termaster's department,  and  cannot  be  attended  to,  or 
provided  for,  by  a  general  officer. 

Dn.        Tke  United  Statse  to  Gen.  Jamte  HiZfttnaoa. 

For  aundry  diaburaementa  incurred  pending  Barr*a 
eonapiracy,  and  subsequent  to  that  period,  either  un- 
provided for  by  law,  rejected  by  the  acooanting  offi- 
cer, or  improperly  charged  by  him: 

1806,  Nov.  14,  To'caah  paid  Job  Ruth,  for  aending  a 
deapatch  to    Governor  Claibome»  (V. 

No.  1,)        ------       $50  00 

Nov.  18,  To  caah  paid  for  the  tranaport  of 
public  property  to  New  Orleana,  to  1>. 
W.Blliott,(V.No.d,}-        -        -        -        33100 

Dec.  15,  To  cash  advanced  to  Brick  Boll- 
man,  by  the  handa  of  Lieutenant  Wil- 
liam Wilaon*  when  aeized  and  aent  from 
New  Orleana  to  the  United  Statea,  (T. 
No.  3,) 300  00 

1807,  Jan.  16,  To  caah  paid  Bara  Hawa  for 
the  transport  of  prisoners  and  guard  from 

New  Orleana  to  Baltimore,  (  V.  No.  4,)  550  00 

May  18,  To  caah  paid  M.  R.  Reibelt,  for 
aecret  service  .  •  •  %2Q0  00 
To  caah  paid  M.  Qiraid,  for  ae- 
cret aervice,  aa  per  A.  D.  Abra- 
ham'a  receipt,  (V.  No.  5,)  and 
the  note  of  WUiiam  Simmona, 
per  hia  printed  account  report- 
ed by  the  committte  of  Con- 
greaa,  February  22, 1809         •    150  00 

350  00- 
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June  10^  To  t&A  pdd  for  an  expreM  MBt 
fiom  Hampton  to  Richmond,  on  pnblio 
•enrioe,  daring  Burr's  trial,  to  Joaaph 
Moonet,  (V.  No. 6,)     -.       -        -        -  80  00 

June  13,  To  cash  paid  Richard  Pain,  for 
eontejiBg  witneaa  firom  Hampton  Roads 
to  Sicfamond,  during  Barr*a  trials  (V* 
No.  7.)       - 80  00 

To  to  much  paid  for  the  actual  expenses 
of  AV alter  Burling,  Esq.,  on  a  visit  to  the 
city  of  Mexico,  on  public  and  secret  ser- 
Tice,  daring  the  Autumn  and  Winter  of 
180&-7,  fisr  'which  no  receipt  could  be 
obtsined 1,760  00 

To  extraordinary  expenses  o^«r  and  above 
mj  doily  pay,  in  New  Orleans,  pending 
the  conspiracy  of  Burr,  from  the  36tfa  of 
NoTomber,  1806,  to  the  S4th  May,  1807, 
iiidasite,  181'  days,  at  $10  60  per  day» 
(see  the  deposition  of  Captain  Unghas, 
No.  9,)        -     ,  •        .        .        .  •     .     j,900  00 

To  80  moch  faMi  on  piirchaaa  of  land  from 
Um  public  in  the  £^te  of  Ohio ;  t^e  eaid 
laod  being  forfeited  pending  my  opposi<* 
tion  to  the  S^niavds  on  the  Sabine,  and 
Barr's  coonpiracy ;  which  land  was  af- 
terward sold  for  the  legal  price,  as  will 
appear  from  the  Treasury  books,  (see 
certificate  D,)       -        -        •        -        -     3,224  90 

To  interest  on  $1,324  90,  from  the  day  of 
payment      -    ' 806  33 

To  to  much  paid  for  the  tract  of  land  now 
oeeapied  by  the  cacntonment  of  the  troops 
on  the  Missouri  river,  as  per  deed  trans- 
mitted by  the  Secretary  of  War,  Pebfua* 
ry,  1809,  agreed  to  be  pasaed  Co  my  credit 
by  the  late  President    ....     2,60000 

To  the  amooat  of  anndxy  articles  improp- 
erly ehaiged  to  my  account  by  William 
Simaoof,  accountant  of  the  Wat  De- 
partment, (V.  No.  8,)  .        r        -        -      1,678  73 

To  the  amount  for  passage  from  Baltimore 
(0  Charleston,  February,  1809,  when  en- 
gaged on  a  pablic  mission,  under  the 
orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  , 

8tatcs,  to  the  Captain  General  of  the 
Havana 450  00 


(Errora  excepted :) 


$11,809  96 


JAS.  WILKINSON. 


The  ehargea  of  four  hundred  dollars  should  be  cred- 
ited by  ierricee  rendered  nn^er  the  orders  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  aa  I  performed  the  translations. 

The  articles  under  the  head  of  the  quartermaster's 
department  are  iniquitoosly  charged,  and  in  the  face 
of  the  advice  of  the  miliUiy  agent,  (see  documents  A, 
B,  and  C ;)  from  which  it  would  appear  how  anziooa- 
l;  Mr.  Simmons  searched  for  this  charge ;  making  it 
even  a  condition  lor  the  settlement  of  an  account  of 
many  thousands  of  dollars.  It  will  strike  any  one, 
^t  it  Was  impossible  the  private  horses  of  a  single 
officer  could  have  consumed  such  a  quantity  of  for- 
*^t  or  that  his  fire  would  have  required  so  much 
wood.  The  frut  is  this:  a  guard  of  fifty  men  helped 
to  consume  this  fuel,  and  the  hoi^ses  of  goers  and 
comers,  and  a  detachment  of  militia  dragoons,  were 
wtt&d  out  of  the  forage. 

JAa  WICKIN80N. 


The  report  asd  accompany ing  documenta  were 
ordei'ed  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  6  o'clock  this  eren* 
ing. 

Saturday  Evening,  6  o^dock. 

A  meseige  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  bill,  which  had 
passed  the  two  Hoasea  of  Cangress  at  the  present* 
session,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard- 
Tervin,  William  Coleman,  Bdwin  Lewis,  SaoK 
uel  Mims,  Joseph  WiUoD^aud  the  Baptist  Church' 
at  Salem  Meeting-house,  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
rtiory,"  and  presented  to.  the  President  of  tbr 
United  Stales  fpr  his  aporobation,  has  been  re* 
turaed  by  the  President  or  the  United  States  with 
the  following  objections : 

«« Because  the  bill,  in  reaenring  a  certain  parcel  of 
land  of  the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Bap- 
tist Church,  comprisea  a  principle  and  precedent  Ibr 
the  approprfation  of  funds  of  the  United  8toteii,lbrthe 
use  and  support  <tf  leligioua  aodetiea,  eontrary  .to  the 
article  of  this  Conatitution  which  deeiwres  that  Congraae 
ahall  make  no  law  reapectinga  reUgioua  eataUiahment'* 

And  the  House  of  RepresenUtives,  fn  which 
House  the  bill  origioatfd,  have  taken  the  ques- 
tion  in  the  Oodstitinional  war»  and  have 

RtMolved,  That  the  said  bill  do  not  pass. 

The  Hotise  of  Representatives  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  concerning  invalid  pension- 
CTs;''  a  hill,  entitled  *'An  act  makiti|(  further  ap* 
propria! ions  to  complete  the  forttficatioos  com* 
menoed  for  the  security  of  the  ports  and  harbors 
of  the  United  States;"  and  the  bilt,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  allowiDg  a  reaeooable  compensation  to 
the  persona  who  have  taken  an  account  of  the 
several  manufacturing  establishments  and  manu- 
factures within  the  United  States;  in  which  bills 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Campbbll  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Tervin, 
William  Coleman,  Bdwin  Lewis,  Samuel  Mimsi 
and  Joseph  Wilson;  and.  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  bill  was  read  the  first 
and  second  time  by  unanimous  consent.  On  the 
question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time?  it  was  detern^ined  in  the  affirmative. 
The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  by  unan- 
imous-consent,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  »*An  act  concerning  invalid 
pensioners,"  was  read  the  second  time  oy  unan- 
imous consent,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and  the  bill  having  been  amended, 
the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 
On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  af« 
firmative. 

The  bill  entitled,  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions to  complete  the  fortifications  commenced 
for  the  security  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read  the  second  and  third 
time's  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  allowing  a  rea- 
sonable compensation  to  t*»«»  '»"••  *      •-•▼<» 
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taken  an  account  of  the  several  manulketoring    tbesobscriben  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Blttei' 
•establisbmeDtsand  manufactures  within  the  Uni-   and  the  third  section  of  the  aet,  entitled  "An  ict 
ted  States,"  was  read  the  second  tinae  by  anan- 


«lDous  consent. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  TcjRner,  the  \i\\  last  men- 
tioned was  read  the  third  time  by  unanimous 
t^nsent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Campbell  presented  the  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  of  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  praying 
•  continuation  of  the  road  from  the  Cityof  Wash- 
ington to  the  Ohio  river,  (at  or  near  Wheeling, 
in  the  State  of  Virginia,)  throoffh  the  State  of 
Ohio  and  the  Indiana  Territory,  for  reasons  men- 
tioned therein;  and  the  petition  was  read, and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
•  The  Senate  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning. 


Sd!idat„  March  3. 

A  messsffe  from  the  Hotfse  of  Repr^entttiTes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *'An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Hiehard  Temn,  William  Cole- 
man, Edwin  Lewis,  Samuel  Mims,  and  Joseph 
WiMoo,"  with  an  amendment,  ia  which  they  de- 
aire  the  concurrence  of  the  .Senate  $  aUo,  the  bill, 
entitled  '^Aa  act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate 
the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cujnber- 
land,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  the  Sienate. 

They  have  passed  a  bill, entitled  "An  act  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect  a  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Great  and 
Little  Osage  nations  of  Indians,  concluded  at 
Fort  Clarke,  on  the  10th  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  and  for  other 
purposes;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  in* 
crease  the  salaries  of  the  judges  of  the  circuit 
court  for  the  District  of  Columbia;"  in  wbich 
bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence) 
were  severally  read  the  firat  and  second  times  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  concerning  invalid 
pensioners."  was  read  the  third  lime  as  apaended. 

Besfdvea,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard 
Tervin,  William  Coleman,  Edwin  Lewis,  Sam- 
uel Mims,  and  Joseph  Wilson,"  and  concurred 
therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 


ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,    such  committee  as  the  r  ^ 

entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate    may  join^  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Uoit^ 


supplementary  to  aa  act,  entitled  *Ab  act  to  eiiib* 
list)  the  compensation  of  the  officers  employed 
in  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  impost  and  itnt> 
nnge,"  reported  it  without  ameadment;  and,  ob 
his  motion,  the  further  consideration  thereof  wts 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  DexL 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  collectors  of  the  ports  of  Norfolk,  Bttii* 
more,  and  Philadelphia,  reported  it  without 
amendment ;  and,'On  his  motion,  the  further  coo- 
side  ration  thereof  was  postponed  to  the  first  Mod- 
day  in  December  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  increase  the  sail* 
ries  of  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  for  the 
district  of  Columbia,"  was  read  the  third  time  bf 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  carrying  into  efiVct  a  treaty  between  (he 
United  States  and  the  Great  and  Little  Oage 
nations  of  Indians,  coneloded  at  Port  Clarke  oa 
the  10th  day  of  November,  1808,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time  by  unanitDoos 
consent,  and  passed.  . 

Mr.  BaADLsr,  from  the  -committee  to  when 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  autboriz* 
ing  the  issuing  of  debentures  in  certain  cases," 
reported  it  wi&out  ameadment ;  and,  oa  his  mo- 
tion, the  fbrther  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

A  message  from  the  Houae  af  Represeautires 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  to  ex- 
tend the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, and  for  other  purposes,"  with  amendneDtt} 
in  which  they  desire  the  canevrreneeof  the  Sea- 
ate.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  eiititled  ^An  aet 
allowing  additional  compensation  to  the  Post- 
master General;"  in  which  bill  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concarrence  was 
read ;  and,  oa  motion  by  Mr.  BaADUsr,  that  it  be 
now  read  a  second  time  by  unanimous  cooseot, 
it  was  objected  to. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameBd- 
menta  of  the  Hopse  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill;  entitled  *<An  act  to  extend  the  right  of  suf- 
frage in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  6  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing. 

Sunday  Evenlxo,  aix  o'doeXr. 

Reioivedj  That  Messrs.  Turner  and  Copir 
be  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  with 

the  House  of  RepresentAiires 


the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Comber- 
land,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of 
Ohio."  Whereupon, 
JReaolved,  That  they  concur  therein. 
'  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  repeal  the  tenth 
aection  of  the  act,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  incorporate 


States  and  notify  him,  that,  unless  he  may  bare 
any  further  communications  to  make  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  they  are  ready  to  adjourc« 
Ordered^  Tnat  the  Secretary  aoquaiot  the 
House  of  Representatives  therewith,,  and  request 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  their  part. 
Mn-EiTABo  aaked  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
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nwkiM  (mtth/Bg  mppropi4«ti4Nw  for  eoMpletiog  the 
GapiUM,  AJid  for  oih«r  purposes }  and  the  o nan i- 
Boiw  eoDsent'of  the  Senale  beiof^  neeeMsry,  it 
was  objected  to. 

A  message  from  th^  House  of  Rep  resell  tati  res 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  House  bare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  remit  certaio  ^nes,  pen- 
alt  ieS|  and  forfeitoves ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  cbe  relief  of  Charles  Minifie  ;'^  also,  a  bill,  en- 
titled ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Uolo- 
nel  William  Dent  Beall;"  in  which  bills  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  severally  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
allowing  additional  compensation  to  the  Post- 
master Oeneral;"  and.  on  motion  by  Mr.  Ander« 


aoiii  the  farther  eonttderation  thereof  wns  post- 
poned to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the*^  Hou^e  concur  in 
the  resolution  for  the  appointment  ofa  joint  com* 
mittae  to  wait  upon  «lhe  Preiident  of  the  United 
States,  and  notify  him  of  the  intended  recess, 
and  have  appoiated  a  committee  on  their  part. 

Mr.  TuRNBa,  from  the  joint  committee,  re« 
ported  that  they  had  waited  upon  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  who  informed  them  that 
he  had  no  further  communications  to  make  to 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

Orderedf  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House 
of  Represeatativea  that  the  Senate,  having  fin- 
ished the  business  before  them,  are  about  to  ad- 
joorn.'  Whateupoa,  the  Prbbiobnt  adjoomed 
the  Senate  without  day. 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE, 


IN  SECRET  SESSION, 


AT  THE  THIRD  SESSION  OF  THE  ELEVENTH  CONGRESS. 


TvuBBOAT,  January  3,  1811. 
The  fallowing  confidential  Message  was  re- 
ceived  from    the  Presioent  of   tbk  Uniteo 
States,  by  Mr.  Coles,  his  Secretary : 

To  the  Senate  and  Haute  of 

JUpretentaiivea  of  the  United  State$  .* 

I  oommunteste  to  Congress,  in  confidencis  a  letter, 
of  dM  8d  of  Deeember,  frsai  Oortraer  Polch,  of  West 
Flanda,  Up  tiie  Seeretaiy  of  State ;  snd  another,  of  the 
same  date,  from  the  same,  to  John  McKee. 

I  oommnniralis  in  Uke  manner,  a  letter  from  the 
BriCiah  Chafgd  d'Afiaires  to  the  Seeretary  of  Stote, 
with  tlie  anawer  of  the  latter.  Although  the  letter 
eannot  have  been  written  in.  consequence  of  any  in- 
atmolaon  from  the  British  Government,  founded  on  the 
late  order  lor  taking  possession  of  the  portion  of  Weal 
Florida  woU  known  to  be  olalmed  by  the  United  Statea; 
sllboogb  oo  caamnniBation  haa  erer  been  made  by 
that  Ooramnaent  to  this  of  any  stipalalion  with  Spain, 
eeatfoaaplatiag  an  interposition  which  might  so  maSs* 
rially  affect  the  United  States;  and  althongli  no  call 
ean  have  been  made  by  Spain,  in  the  present  instance, 
frr  the  fnlfrlment  of  any  such  anbsisting  engagement ; 
jet  the  spirit  and  spope  of  the  docoment,  with  the  ac* 
credited  source  from  which  it  proceeds;  nquired  that 
it  ahonld  not  be  withheld  from  the  conrioeration  of 


Taking  into  view  the  tenor  of  these  several  comma- 
nicationa,  ^e  posture  of  things  with  which  they  are 
conaoetedt  the  intimate  relation  of  the  country  adjoin- 
ing the  United  States,  eastward  of  the  river  Perdido, 
to  their  aecnrity  and  tranquillity,  and  the  peculiar  in- 
they  otherwise  have  in  its  destiny,  I  recommend 


to  the  oonaideratiea  of  Congrsas,  the  seaaanaMenees  of 
a  deelaratioa  that  the  United  States  osvtd  not  see, 
without  serioos  inquietude,  any  part  of  a  neighboring 
teiritoiy«  in  which  they  have,  in  difierent  respeets»  so 
deep  and  so  just  a  ooneem,  pass  from  the  hands  of 
Spain  into  those  of  any  other  foreign  Powevi 

I  recommend  to  their  consideration,  also,  the  eipe- 
diency  of  suthorixing  the  fizecutive  to  take  temporary 
possession  of  sny  part  or  parts  of  Uiesaid  territory,  in 
parsnaBce  of  anangements  which  msy  be  deshed  by 
the  Spanish  aathoritiss;  and  lor  making  provision  lor 
the  government  of  the  same,  during  sueh  possesiioa. 

The  wiMlom  of  Congress  will,  at  the  aame  time,  de- 
termine how  fiir  it  may  be  expedient  to  provide  fiir  tfie 
event  of  s  subversion  of  the  Spanish  authoritiea  within 
the  territory  in  question,  ana  an  apprehended  ocea- 
pamnr  thereof  by  any  other  foreign  Power. 

JAM£8  MAblSON. 

WASBiasToir,  January  3,  1811. 

The  Message  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clay, 

Resolvedf  That  the  Mesf«ge  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  this  day,  which  has  been 
just  read,  be  referrea  to  a  committee,  with  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise* 

Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  CaAWPoan.  Mr.  Braoley,  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  AtcnsBaoN,  were 
appoiated  the  conuaittee. 


Morday^  January  7. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  tjie  committee,  appointed  the 
3d  instant,  on  the  con(deniial  Message  of  the 
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President  of  (he  United  States,  reported*  a  deck- 
ration  and  bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  take  possession  of  the  country 
ly  tn^  east  of  the  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  aqd  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes;  which  were  read,  and  passed  to 
a  second  reading^. 

On  mouon,  by  Mr.  Aitdbrboii,  thai  the  bill  be 
now  read  the  second  time  $  it  was  objected  to,  as 
against  the  role. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Grawfobo,  that  the  Seore* 
tary  furnish  each  Senator,  requiring  it,  with  a 
manuscript  copy  of  the  said  bill,  it  Was  determined 
in  the  negatire — yeas  14,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Bayard,  Cbamplin,  Crawford,  Dana, 
Franklin, 'Groodiidi,  Horsey,  Lambert,  Ijloyd,  Pidier- 
ina,  Reed,  8mith»  of  New  York,  Tait,  and  Whtteaide. . 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Brsdley,  Breat,  Camp- 
boil,  Clay,  Condit,  Cutts,  Gaillard,  German,  GUmao, 
Gregg,  Leib,  Mathewson,  Robinson»  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, and  Taylor. 

Mr.  Batard  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration : 

Resoived,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  in- 
structed to  cause  to  be  printed  one  copy  for  each  mem- 
ber ctf  the  Senate,  of  the  bill  and  declaration  this  day 
voported  to  the  Senate  by  their  select  committee ;  and 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  will  insure  the  same  being 
printed  without  danger  of  the  secret  proceedings  of  the 
Senate,  on  the  subject,  being  disdosed. 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  deter^ 
mined  in  the  negatively eas  7,  nays  23,  as  fol- 
lows : 

YxAS-^MeMrs.  Bayard,  Cbamplin,  Goodrich,  Hor- 
soTf  Lloyd,  Pickering,  and  Reed. 

Nats — ^Means.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Brent,  Camp- 
bell, Clay,  Condit,  Crawford,  CutU,  Dana,  Franklin, 
Gaillard,  German,  Gilman,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Leib, 
Mathewson,  Robinson,  Smith  of'  Maryland,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Tait,  Taykir,  and  Whiteside. 


Tuesday,  January  8. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  possession  of  the  country  lying  east 
of  the  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State  of  Qeorgia 
and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, was  read  the  second  time;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Clat,  it  was  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

On  motion,  bf  Mr.  Batard,  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  striking  out  of  the  first  section  thereof  the 
words,  <<  In  the  event  of  such  arrapffement  for 
that  purpose  as  shall  have  been  made  with  the 
local  authority  which  may  then  exist;''  and.  in 
lieu  thereof,  f o  insert  the  words,  "  In  case  an  ar- 
rangement has  been  or  shall  be  made  with  the 
loeai  authority  of  the  said  territory  for  delivering 
Up  the  possession  of  the  same  to  the  United 
States:" 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Oilman,  a  division  of  the 
question  was  called  for;  and  the  question  being 
put  on  striking  out,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative.  , 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  inserting 
the  proposed  amendment,  and  determined  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  20,  nays  13,  as  fqllows : 


TxAB~*Messi«.  A|ideMm,Ba3raid«BraiivO«Bipbd], 
Condit,  Crawford,  Franklin,  German,  Gregg,  Lambeit, 
Lloyd^  Matbewsoo,  Packeriiig,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith  at 
Maryland,  Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  and 
Worthington. 

NATS—Messrs.  Bradley,  Cbamplin,  Clay,  Cults, 
Pans,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Leib,  Rob- 
inson, and  Whiteside. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Batard,  further  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  of  the  first  section  thereof 
the  words,  "  Or  in  the  event  of  an  attempt  to 
occupy  the  said  territory  by  any  foreign  Govern^ 
ment,"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
11,  nays  20,  as  follows : 

YSAS— Messrs.  Bavard,  Bradley,  ChampGn,  D«na, 
Franklin,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Picker- 
ing, aad  Reed. 

Wats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Brent,  Campbell,  Clay, 
Condit,  Crawford,  CutU,  Gaillard,  Germmn,  Gilman, 
Gregg,  Leib,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Maiyl^Bd, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Whitcmde,  and 
Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Batard,  it  was  a^eed  to 
amend  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill,  by  inserting, 
after  the. word  '^ enacted, 'M he  words,  "That  in 
case  possession  of  the  territory  aforesaid  shall  be 
obtained  by  the  United  States,  as  aforesaid.'' 

—I        > 
WednbsdaT;  January  9. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  take  possessioii  of  the  territory 
lying  east  of  the  Perdido.  and  south  of  the  Sute 
of  Georgia  and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  oaths,  or  affidavits, 
subscribed  and  sworn  to  by  Samuel  Turner,  inn., 
John  G.  McDonald,  and  Lewis  H.  Machen,  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  their  respective  duties  as 
clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States ;  which  were  read,  as  follows: 

I,  Samuel  Turner,  jun,  do  aotoamly  swear,  that  1 
will,  with  fidelitjr,and  to  the  best  of  myabilHy,pcribm 
the  duties  that  nay  be  assigned  to  me  as  a  derk  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretai^  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States;  and  that  I  will,  fiuthfirfjy  aad  mvioUbly,  keep 
secret  all  the  confidential  business  of  the  Senate  until 
I  may  be  specially  absolved  therelrem. 

SAMUEL  TURNER,  Ja. 
District  or  Columbia, 

County  o/WMkingion, 

On  the  9th  day  of  January,  1611,  Samuel  Tunicr 
came  before  the  .subscriber,  one  of  tbe  United  States' 
justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county,  and  made  oath  to 
the  truth  of  the  ahoYe  statement. 

JOHN  OTT. 

I,  John  G.  McDonald,  do  solemnly  swear,  that  I 
will,  with  fidelity,  and  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  per- 
form the  duties  that  may  be  assigned  to  me  as  a  clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States ;  and  that  I  wUl,  fiuthfully  and  inviolably,  keep 
secret  all  the  confidential  business  of  the  Senate,  until 
I  may  be  specially  absolTod  therefrom. 

JOHN  G.  McDonald. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  9th  day  of 
January,  1811.        SAMUEL  N.  SMALLWOOD. 
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I,  Lewii  H.  Maeheii,  do  iolemnly  twear,  that  I  will, 
with  fi<Mit7»  and  to  the  b«t  of  my  ability,  perform  th« 
dntifit  that  may  b«  aaaigned  to  me  aa  a  clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  8eeretaiy  of  the  Senate ;  and  that  I  will, 
fiuthfally  aod  imriolably,  keep  aecret  ail  the  confiden- 
tial baiiaeia  of  the  Senate,  until  I  may  be  specially 
abiolved  therefrom. 

LEWIS  fi.  MACH£N. 

Swom  to  and  enbecribed  before  me,  this  9th  day  of 
Jinaary,  1811. 

8AML.  N.  8MALLW00D,  J.  P, 

Whereupon,  on  motidn  by  Mr.  Llotd, 

Reioivea,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
aatborized  to  employ  the  clerks  in  his  offiee,  who 
bare  subscribed  and  taken  the  oath,  the  form  of 
which  has  l^eeo  read  to  the  Senate,  in  transcribinnr 
or  otherwise  arranging  the  bnsiness  confidentially 
eommuDicated  to  the  Senate. 

Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  Clay,  it  was  agreed  to 
amend  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  by  inserting  the 
words,  ^* or  any  part  thereof,*'  between  the  words 
'*nmc"  and  *•  to.*» 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Clat,  it  was  agreed  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out  all  the  words,  in 
the  second  seetton,  preceding  the  words,  **  ana  he 
may  for,  dbe. ;"  alao,  by  striking  out  of  the  same 
section  the  worda,  *^of  the  said  detachment,  and." 

Od  motion,  hv  Mr.  C cat,  it  was  agreed  rurther 
to  amend  the  bill,  hf  striking  out  of  the  third  sec- 
tion the  words, ''for  paying  and  subsisting  such 
part  of  the  detachment  as  may  be  required  for 
actual  service,  and i"  also,  the  word  "other,"  be- 
tween the  words  *' such*' and  ''expenses;"  also, 
by  inserting  after  the  words  **  necessary  for/*  the 
words,  "obuiniog  possession  a«  aforesaid,  ^ud;" 
aodj  also,  by  striking  out  the  words,  '^and  the 
Territories  of  the  United.  States." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Clay,  it  was  agreed  ftirther 
to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  to  the  first  section 
the  reowioder  of  the  origiaal  second  sectioa ;  and 
by  adopting  the  origibal  third  and  fourth  sections, 
as  the  second  and  third  sections  of  the  bill ;  and 
hariog  gone  through  the  amendment^  the  Presi- 
dent reported  tke  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  motion,. bv  Mr.  Franklin,  farther  to  amend 
the  hili,  by  striking  out  ot  the  first  section  the 
words,  <^  Off  in  the  event  of  the  attempt  to  ocoopy 
the  said  territory,  or  any  part  thereof,  bj  any 
foreign  GoTernihent,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negatiye-^yeaa  10,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

Yiia—Mesani.  Bayard,  Bradley,  ChantfpHa,  Frank- 
lin, Goodrich,  Horsey,  Lsmbert,  Lloyd,  Piekering,  and 
Reed. 

NAiBr—Meesrs.  Anderson,  Brent,  Campbell,  Clay, 
Crawford,  Cntts,  Gaillard^  German,  Oilman,  Gregg, 
Leib,  Mathewson,  Pope,  Rofainson,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Bmith  of  New  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  and  Whiteside. 

On  the  quesiioD,  **  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time,  as  amended?"  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  afllrmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ghamplin,  that  the  injunc- 
tion of  secrecy  respecting  the  bill  be  taken  ofiT, 
and  that  the  farther  discussion  thereof  be  with 
open  doors,  it  was  determined  in  the  'negative-* 
leas  6,  nays  24,  as  follows^ 


Ybas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Champlin,  Goodrich,  Hor- 
sey, Lloyd,  and  Pickering. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bradley,  Brent,  Camp- 
bell, Clay,  Crawford,  Catts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Ger- 
man, Gilman,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  Mathewson,  Pope» 
Reed,  Robinson,  Bmith  ef  Maryland,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Whiteaido,  and  Worthington. 

Mr.  Anobrson  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  subject-matter  of  tiie  bill,  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
Btates  to  take  possession  of  the  country  lying  east  of 
the  Perdtdo,  and  south  of  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the 
Mississippt  Territoiy,  and  ibr  other  pnrposes,"  be  kept 
inviolably  secret  by  the  members  of  the  Senate,  until 
the  Senate  shall*  by  their  leeolntion,  take  off  the  in- 
junetkui  of  secreqr* 

'  Which  was  read  ;  and  on  the  question  to  agree 
thereto,  it  was  determined  in  the  afiirmative-^ 
yeias  30,  nays  6, as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Aiiderson,  Bradley,  Brent,  Olay,' 
Crawlbrd,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Gilman,  Groggy 
Lambert,  Leib,  Pope,  Reed,  Robinson,  Smith,  of  Main- 
land, Tait,  Taylor,  Whiteside,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Mcmts.  Bayard,  Chan^plin»  Dana,  Goodriofa, 
Lloyd»  and  Pickering, 

Mr.  CoTTSj  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
bill  last  mentioned,  correctly  engrossed. 

A  confidential  message  was  receired  from  the 
House  of  Representatires.  by  Mr«  Montgombrt 
and  Mr.  Cutts,  two  inembers  of  that  body,  with 
the  following  resolution,  in  which  they  ask  the 
conenrrence  of  the  Senate : 

CovoBssa  o»  TBS  Ubitbo  Stbtbs, 
Iq  Houee  ef  MepreaenimUvUf  Jens.  8,  1611. 

Taking  into  Ytew  the  present  state  of  the  world,  the 
pecnliar  situation  of  Spain  and  of  the  American  pnK 
▼inoea,  and  the  intimafee  relation  of  the  territory  east- 
ward  of  the  river  Perdido,  adjoining  the  United  States, 
to  their  security  and  tranqiriillity :  Thereibre, 

Re»olvedf  hy  the  Senate  ana  House  of  Rmeeetttr 
ativee  ot  the  United  States  of  Ameriea  in  Congrees 
assembled^  Th&t  the  United  States  cannot  see,  with 
indifl^ence,  sny  part  of  the  Spanish  provinces,  adjoin- 
ing the  said  States,  eastward  of  the  river  Perdido,  pass 
from  the  hands  of  Spain  into  those  of  any  other  forelgit 
Power. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

^■■■■■fa 

TaonsDAY,  January  10. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  possession  of  the  6ountry  Wing  east 
of  the  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Clay,  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  words 
"  one  htittdred  thousand  dollars ;" 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  the  Senate 
btting  eqwally  divided,  the  Presidont  determined 
the  question  in  the  affirmaliYe. 

On  the  question,  ^  Shall  this  bill  pass,  as  amend' 
ed?"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
23,  nays  7,  as  follows ; 

Anderson,  Bradley,  Brent,  Campbell^ 
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CUy,  Gond'm  Crmwibid,  Ciltt%  Frtaklio*  6aai«rd»Gil- 1 
men,  Qreggi  Lambert,  Leib,  Mathewfon,  Pope,  Robin- 
•on.  Smith  of  Maijland,  Smitb  of  New  York,  Tatt, 
Taylor,  Whiteaide,  and  Worthington. 

Nats — Mesara.  Bayard,  Cbamplin,  Qoodrich,  Hor- 
•ey,  Lloyd,  Pickering,  and  Re^d. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Ci«A7,  it  yfhM'  agreed  to 
amend  the  title  of  the  bill,  by  inserting  th«  word 
**riTer,"  before  the  word  "Perdido;"  and  after 
the  word  ^*  States,"  by  inserting  the  words  ^  ander 
certain  contingencies." 

So  it  was  Reaohed,  That  this  bill  do  pass,  and 
thut  the  title  thereof  be  "•  An  act  to  enable  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  under  certain  eon^^ 
tingeneieis  to  take  possession  of  the  coantry  jf  ^»^ 
€aat  of  the  river  Perdido,  and- sooth  of  th«  State 
of  Georgia  and  the  Mississippi  Tenritory,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Clay, 

Retolved,  That  a  committee  of  two  be  ap- 
pointed to  carry  the  said  bill  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, aad  ask  their  eoneatrence  therein. 

Orderedy  TJiat  Mr.  Ci.at  and  Mr.  Bataro  be 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Clat  repNorted  that  the  committee  had  per- 
formed the  service  assigned  them. 

The  following  eonftdlential  Message  was  receiv- 
ed from  the  Prbbidbnt  op  tbb  Uxitbo  States, 
by  Mr.  Coles,  his  Secretary: 

7b  tlU  Senate  and  Houh  of 

Ripreeentaiivet  of  ike  VhUed  Statu: 

I  communicate  to  Congress,  in  confidence,  the  tiaae- 
lation  of  a  letter  from  Louis  dcOais  to  the  Captain 
Oeneral  of  Carsoeaa. 

The  tendeaeyof  misiepfesenlationB  aadsngfestions, 
which,  il  may  bei  inlerred  from  fkis  epeeimen,  enter 
into  more  impoitant  eoneepondencee  ef  the  writer,  to 
pfomete,  in  foieign  ooundls,  al  a  critical  period,  views 
adverse  to  Uie  peace  and  to  the  beet  interests  of  our 
country,  renders  the  cootenls  of  the  letter  of  en Aeient 
moment  to  be  made  known  to  Ike  Legialatcnre. 

JAMES  MABISOIf. 

jAirvimT  10,  1811. 

Tbe  Message  and  letter  therein  referred  to, 
were  read,  and  referred  to  a  sei^t  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Batabu,  Mr.  CuAwronp, 
and  Mr.  Clat,  be  the  committee. 

The  resolption  yesterday  received,  confiden*. 
Cially,  by  memiagef  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
ntives,  was  read  tbe  second  time ;  and.  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Crawford,  it  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Mr.  Andersom,  Mr.  Crawford,  Mr.  Clat,  Mr. 
Bradley,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Cbahpliit  submitted  tbe  following  motion 
for  eoiuideration : 

Metohed^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  belbre  tbe  Senate  sucb 
communications  as  may  have  been  made  to  him  by 
Louis  de  Onis,  in  relation  to  his  haTing  been  stppointcd 
M  special  Minister  to  the  United  States  by  the  Supieme 
Central  Junta  of  Spain. 


FaiDAT,  January  11. 

Tbe  resolution  -sobmiited  yesterday  bf  Mr 
CaAMPLiii.  was  resumed ;  and,  on  bis  motion,  it 
was  agreeo  to  amend  ibe  resolu«ioQ,  as  follows  r 

ReBohed,  That  the  Prssldrnt  of  tbe  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  belbre  the  Senate  such 
oommiinications  as  may  have  been  made  to  him  by 
Louis  de  Onis,  in  relation  to  his  having  been  appointed 
a  special  Miaktor  to  the  United  States  bgr  the  SnpreaM 
Central  Junta  of  Spain ;  and,  also,  in  regard  to  tbs 
partieplar  okgeet  of  bta  appointment 

Go  the  question  to  agree  tbereto,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negatire — yeas  9,  nays  18,  as  fol- 
lows : 

YsAS-^Messrs.  Bayard,  Champlin,  Dana,  Goodridi, 
Horsey,  Llmrd,  Pickering,  Reed,  aad  Worthington. 

NATs^MessTs.  Anderson,  B'^A.V  Clay,  Condit, 
Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  German^  Gilmaa, 
Gregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  8miih  of  Maryland,  Smitb  of 
New  York,  Talt,  Taytor,  and  Whiteside. 

Mr.  AHDRRgoii,  from  the  committee  a{>poiated 
on  the  subject,  reported  the  eopfidential  resoiution 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  witb  the  fial- 
lowing  amendment: 

Strike  out  all  the  woids  after  tbe  weed  •'tbe,"  iat 
mentioned  in  the  iirsi  line  o(  tbe  wsnlntiim.  Id  the  end 
thereof  juid  in  lieu  thereof,  insert  **  psculmr  eituatioa 
of  Spain  and  of  her  American  provinces ;  and  consider- 
ing the  influence  which  tbe  destiny  of  tbe  terriUxy  sd- 
{ 'owing  tbe  southern  border  of  tbe  Uoited  States  m^ 
isTS  upon  their  security,  tranquillity,  and  ooouneroe : 
Therefore, 

Reooioed,  bythe  Senate  and  flbusd  qf  Repnmnia- 
tiou  of  the  Jfmted  Statee  of  America  in  Cengreu 
aseemoied.  That  the  United  States^  under  the  peraliar 
drcnmstanoes  of  the  existing  crisis,  cannot,  without 
serious  inquietude,  see  anj  part  of  the  seid  territory 
psss  into  &e  bands  of  any  foreign  Power;  and  that  a 
due  regard  to  their  own  eafotyoompels  Ihem  to  pr»- 
Tide,  under  certain  contingencies,  for  the  temporaiy 
oeenpatwn  of  the  eaid  terriUny ;  they,  at  the  saaMtime, 
declare  that  tbe  ssid  territory  shall,  in  Ibev  bonds,  re- 
pain  flul;r|ect  le  a  future  negetbiftSon. 

Which  report  was  read,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  on  motion  to 
adopt  tbe  report,  a  drrtsioa  of  the  question  was 
called  for  by  Mr.  Dana,  and  tbe  question  to  strike 
out  was  agreed  to,  and  the  amendment  was  adopt* 
ed ;  and  the  President  reported  the  resolution  to 
the  Hcmse  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolution  pass  to  tbe  tbird 
readiagf  as  amended. 


Satdrdat,  January  12. 

Mr.  CuTTa,  from  tbe  committee,  reported  tbe 
amendment  to  tbe  confidential  resolu-tion  from 
tbe  House  of  Representatives,  correctly  engrossed; 
and  the  resolution  was  read  the  third  lime,  as 
amended. 

On  the  question,  ^  Shall  this  resolution  pass,  as 
amended  1"  it  was  determined  in  tbe  affirmative^ 
yeas  23,  nays  6,  as  follows: 

YsAB^Meesrs.  Bradley,  Brent,  Campbell,  day, 
Condit,  Crawford,  Cutis,  Franklin,  Uaillanl,  Qeimen, 
Oilman,  Gregg,  Lambert,  Leib,  Matbeweoot  Popcw  Bek 
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iaioB,  Smilli  Of  Mwyluid,  Snilk  of  ICow  Toifc,  Toil, 
Taylor,  Wbtteaidt,  and  Worthifigton. 

Nats — Hmtn,  Cfaompliii,  Daoo,  Ckiodrieb,  Lloyd, 
Pickeiiag,  and  R«ed. 

Ob  motion,  by  Mr*  WoiirBnfOTOKi 

RMved,  That  a  eoamittee  of  two  be  appoint^ 

ed  to  eanry  th«  said  retolutton  and  amendment  to 

the  House  of  Representatttes,  afad  ask  tbeir  eon* 

eorrenc^  therein. 
Orderedy  That  Mr.  Culy  and  Mr.  PicKBaiifo 

be  the  eommitcee. 


MoNDAT,  Jahnary  14. 

Mr.  €LAt«  from  t^e  eomtnicfee,  reported  that 
they  bad  performed  tha  duties  assigned  them  on 
Satorday  lust. 

Tbe  rollowiflig  confidential  message  was  re* 
eeired  from  the  noose  ofRepresentatires,  by  Mr. 
MoNTOOMERT  a&d  Mr.  Miller,  two  members  of 
tbit  body : 

Mr.  PvssTsYarr :  The  Honse^  of  Representatives 
afpee  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  resoln- 
tioii  makmg  a  dedaration  with  lespect  to  oar  SOothem 
frontier. 

Tbsy  eoncnr  m  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  aet  to  enable 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  nnder  certain  con* 
tingtncies,  to  take  possession  of  the  country  lying  east 
of  the  ri^r  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
end  tbe  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Cdtts,  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  this  day  examined,  and  found  duly  enrolled, 
the  biU  and  resolution  last  mentioned. 


TuEsnAT,  January  16. 

Tbe  foJlowiDff  confidential  message  was  re^ 
eeired  from  the  lioase  of  Represeotatives,  by  Mr. 
MoifTGOMERY  and  Mr.  Miller,  two  members  of 
that  body: 

Mr.  Pre8idbmt:  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  haying  signed  an  enrolled  bill, 
and  an  enrolled  resolution,  we  are  directed  to 
bring  them  to'  the  Senate  for  the  signature  of 
their  President. 

ThePRBaiDBST  signed  the  enrolled  bill  and  res- 
olotion  last  reported  to  bare  beon  examined  $  and 
they  were  delivered  to  the  committee,  to  be  laid 
before  the  President  of  the  United  States. 


FainAy,  Jfanuary  18. 

Mr.  GuTTd,  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  did,  on  the  15th  instant,  lay  before  the  Preei- 
dent  of  the  United  Slates  the  enrolled  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  nnder  certain  contingencies,  to  take  'pos- 
wssioD  of  the  country  lying  east  of  the  river  Per- 
dido, and  south  of  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes;" 
•Iso,  tbe  resolution  making  a  declaration  with 
resnect  to  our  Southern  frontier. 

The  following  confidential  messaj;e  wlis  re- 
ceived from  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr. 
MoRTooMBRY  and  Mr.  Gray,  two  members  of 
that  body: 


Mr.  PRBSinBjiT:  TbePresld^t  of  the  United 
States  hath  notified  the  House  of  Representatives 
that  he  did,  on  the  15th  instant,  approve  and  sign 
the  enroUed  resolution,  making  a  declaration  with 
respect  to  our  Southern  frontier. 

The  follownig  confidential  Message  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Prbbiobnt   op   tbe  Uritbd 

STAtEB : 

Mr.  PmiESiDsirT :  The  President  of  the  United  Stales 
£d,  on  the  15th  instant,  approve  and  sign  "An  set  to 
enable  the  President  of  the  United  States,  under  certain 
oonlingeneies,  te  takejaosssssion  of  the  conntiy  lying 
east  of  the  river  Permdo,  and  south  of  the  State  of 
Oeoigia  and  the  Mississippi  Terrilory,  and  Ibr  other 
parpsses." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  communicate  the 
same  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  confident 
tlally. 


SuxnAT,  Maith  3. 

Mr.  Clat  submitted  the  following  motion  Ibr 
oonisideraff  on : 

Ruohedf  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  RepmeiUa- 
iioea  cf  the  United  Staita  of  America  in  Congrees 
asaembledy  That  the  act,  passed  during  thai  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  entitledT"  An  act  to  enable  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  under  certain  contingencies, 
to  take  possession  of  the  country  lying  east  of  the  river 
Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State  of  Georgia  and  ihie 
Mississippi  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the 
declaration  accompanying  the  same,  be  not  printed  or 
published,  unless  mrected  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  any  law* or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwithr 
standing. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Clat,  the  resolution  was 
twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent. 

On  the  question,  '*  Shall  this  resolution  be  en-^ 
grossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  CoTTs,  from  the  committee,  reported  the 
resolution  last  mentioned,  correctly  engrossed ; 
and  the  resolution  was  read  the  third  time,  by 
unanimous  consent ;  and 

Retotvedj  That  this  resolution  do  pass. 

On  motionJby  Mr.  Turner, 

Eetolvedf  That  a  committee  of  two  be  ap- 
pointed to  carry  the  said  resolution  to  the  House 
of  Representattves,  and  ask  their  concurrence 
therein. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Turner  and  Mr.  Siirrai 
of  Maryland,  be  the  commluee. 

Mr.  Turner,  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  had  performed  the  duty  assigned  them. 

A  confidential  message  wss  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  Montgomery 
and  Mr.  Mooab,  two  members  of  that  body,  as 
follows: 

Mr.  PRsainENT :  The  House  of  Representatives 
have  passed  the  confidential  resolution  sent  from 
the  Senate,  with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask 
tbe  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  said 
resolutioir.    And  \ 

Beiolvedj  That  they  do  cohcnr  thereip. 
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EZte 


,  On  molioD,  by  Mr.  Qaillarb, 

Eegolved,  Tbat  a  commiuee  of  two  be  appoint- 
ed to  ioform  the  9oQ8e  of  Reprefent^itirea  that 
the  Senate  have  conearred  in  the  said  amend*, 
ments. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  WoRTHiifaTon  and  Mr. 
Bayabo  be  the  cDmmittee. 

Mr.  Bayard,  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  had  performed  the  duly  assigned  them. 

Mr.  CuTTs,  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  had  examined,  and  found  duly  enrolled,  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  act  to  enable 
tke  President  of  the  United  States,  under  certain 
contingencies,  so  take  possession  of  the  country 
lying  east  of  the  river  Ferdido,  and  south  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  and  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
and  for  other  purposes,  and  the  declaration  accom- 
panying the  same." 

A  confidential  message  was  received  from  the 
Hoase  of  Representativesj  by  Mr.  Montoombrt 
and  Mr.  Moons,  two  members  of  that  body : 

Mr.  PREfliiyBNT:  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  having  signed  an  enrolled  bill, 


we  are  directed  to  Mnf  it  to  the  Senate  for  tke 
sigiiature  of  their  President. 

The  Prbsideiit  signed  the  enrolled  bill,  last  r^ 
ported  to  have  been  examined,  and  it  wtt  de- 
livered to  the  coRunittee,  to  be  laid  before  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CuTTa,  from  the  committee,  reported  that 
they  this  day  laid  before  the  President  of  the 
United  States  the  enrolled  confidential  bill  last 
mentioned. 

A  confidential  Message  was  received  from  the 

PRBSIDRIIT  OP  THi;  UhITBO  STATES,  SS  foUoWi: 

Mr.  Psasimrr :  The  President  of  the  United  Statei 
this  dar  epprav^  sad  signed  the  eonfidcntiil  bill,  enti- 
tled *  An  aet.coBceming  an  net  to  enahto  the  Pres* 
dent  of  the  United  States,  under  eeitam  eentingendei, 
to  take  poaseaaion  of  the  country  lying  east  of  the  nw 
^fllrdido,  and  aouth  of  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the 
Miasiaaippi  Tezritory,  and  for  other  Dazpoae^  and  the 
declaration  accompanying  the  samsy 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Guttb  and  Mr.  Cahpbkli 
be  a  committee  to  notify  the  House  of  Repreaeoi- 
attves  thereof. 


PROCEfiDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


or  T» 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


AT  THC  THIHD  SE89I01C  OP  THE  ELEVENTH  CONGRESS,  BBOUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF 

WASHINGTON,  DECEMBER  3.  laiO. 


MoNDAT,  Dee«aiber  3, 1810. 

This  bciog  tfa«  day  appointed  by  the  ConsU- 
lotion  for  the  meeting  or  GooKreM,  the  following 
memben  of  tbe  Houae  of  Representatives  ap- 
peared, and  took  tbeir  seats,  to  wit : 

i^nom  New  HampBhire^^Jnmtn  Wilson. 

F^om  iriMsadbi«€//#— Ezekiel  Bacon,  Willism  Ely^ 
sod  Jossph  B.  Vanmm,  Speaker, 

From  Fimiofi/— Samuel  Shaw. 

From  Cmmeeiieut — Epaphroditns  Champion,  John 
DsTensoit,  jr.,  JonaMisn  O.  Moseioy,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jr.,  and  Benjamin  Tathnadge. 

From  Neva  Ybri^Jsmos  Emott,  Jonathan  Pisk, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Erastos  Root,  Thomas 
Saminons,  John  Thompson,  Uii  Tra^,  and  Ktiltan 
K«  Van  Rsnsaelaer. 

From  New  Jer»ey-^Adtaa  Boyd,  Jaodb  Hnilyt  and 
Henry  Southard. 

From  PanfiayAMMia— WiUiem  Andetaon,  David 
Bard,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  Crawford,  William 
Findley,  Dmniel  Heister,  Aaron  Lyle,  William  Milnor, 
John  Rea,  Matthias  Richards,  Adam  Seybert,  John 
Smifie,  George  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  and  Robert 
Whilehin. 

From  Maryland — Charles  Goldsborough,  Alexan- 
der McKim,  Philip  B.  Key,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  John 
Montgomery,  and  Nicholas  R.  Moore. 

From  l^r^mto— slames  Breckenridge,  Williim  A* 
Barwell,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Dawson,  David  8.  Gar- 
Isad,  Tliomaa  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Joseph 
Lewk,  jr.,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Roane,  and  James 
Btsphsnson* 

From  North  Caro&raa^Willis  Alrton,  jr.*  James 
Cochnn,  James  Holland,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nathaniel 
MacoB,  Aiebibald  MeBryde,  ioaeph  Pearson,  Richard 
Stanfbid,  and  John  Stanley. 

From  South  Cnrolrna— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  William 
BaUer,  Joseph  Calhona,  Thomas  Moere^  John  Taylor, 
and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

From  GeorWo— William  W.  Bibb,  HoweU  Cobb, 
and  George  M.  Troup. 

From  Kentucky — Joseph  Desha,  Richard  M.  John- 
mo,  and  Samuel  McKee. 

From  Tennessee — Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Rhea, 
and  Robert  Weakley. 

From  Ohio^nomish  Morrow. 


» 

Sereral  new  members,  to  wit :  from  Coanec* 
tient,  Bbbmbsbb  Hvmtinotom,  retnrned  to  serro 
in  the  phoe  of  Samnel  W«  Dana^  appointed  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States;  from  New  Jersey, 
Joan  A.'  ScQODca,  in  the  plaee  of  James  Cox, 
deeeased ;  and  from  Maryland,  Robbbt  Wrigbt, 
in  the  place  of  John  Brown,  resigned ;  appeared, 
pradneed  their  eredentials,  were  qualified,  and 
took  their  aeats* 

A  quorom,  consisting  of  a  majoritr  of  the 
whole  Hous^  being  present,  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  was  directed  to  acquaint  the  Senate  there- 
with. ' 

Go  motion  of  Mr.  Dawbon,  a  committee  was 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House,  jointly,  with 
the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Sen- 
ate, to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
ana  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses 
is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receire  any  communi- 
cations he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  tbem. 

The  Clerk  of  the  House  was  directed  to  pro- 
cure newspapers  from  any  number  of  offices  that 
the  members  may  elect,  provided  that  the  ex- 
pense do  not  exceed  the  amount  of  three  daily 
papers. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
morning  eleven'  o'clock. 


I 


,  Toi^BOAY,  December  4. 

Heveral  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Massa- 
chusetts,  RlCBARO   CUTTS,    EbENEZER    SbAVBR, 

and  Charles  Turner,  jr. ;  from  Rhode  Island, 
Elisba  R..  Potter  ;  from  New  York,  Thomas 
R.  Gold  ;  from  Pennsylvania,  Robert  Jenkins  ; 
and  from  Virginia,  Burwell  Bassett  and  John 
W.  Eppes  ;  appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
House. 

A  new  member,  to  wit  r  from  New  York,  Sam- 
uel L.  MiTcHiLL,  returned  to  serve  in  the  place 
of  William  Denning,  resigned,  appeared,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat.  ^  '  ' 

JoiTATRAir  Jntifiiiaff,  the  Delegate  from  the 
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Deoemuk,  1610. 


Indiana  Terrfiory,  and  Jolian  PoTOBAa,- th^ 
Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Orleaasi  appeared, 
and  took  their  seats. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infbrmed  the  House 
that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled,  and 
ready  to  pN>ceed  U>  bU8ine«s.  They  hav^  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  their  part,  jointly,  with 
the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  this 
Hoase,  to  inform  the  President  ot  the  United 
States  that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  as- 
sembled, and  readv'  to  teceire  any  commooiea* 
tions  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

Mr.  DawsoN,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 

e)inted  to  wait,  on  the  President  of  the  United 
tates.  reported  that  the  committee  had  per- 
formed the  serTtce  assigned  them,  and  that  the 
President  answered  that  he  would  make  a  com- 
munication  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  to- 
morrow at  twelve  b*clock. 


WsnNsaoAY,  December  5, 

Several  other  members,  to  wit;  from  New 
Hampshire,  Daniel  Blaisdcll  and  Joan  C. 
Cbambbrlaih  ;  from  Masaachusetts,  J.  fttniioT, 
Samuel  TAaoART,and  Laban'Whbaton^  from 
Vermont,  Willlim  Cbambbrlin,  Mabtin  Cbit- 
TBNOBN,  and  JoNATBAM  H.  HuBBABD ;  from  Con- 
necticut, Lewib  fi.  Sti^obb  I  from  New  Tork^ 
ViRCBirr  Mattbbwb,  Pbtbb  B. -Pobtbr,  ajad 
Ebbnezeb  Sags; -a ad  from  ftiiode  laiand,  Rioa- 
ABD  Jackson,  jr. ;  appeared,  and  took  their  seats 
in  the  House. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pbesidbnt 
OF  TBB  UNiTsn  Statbb,  which  was  read  at  the 
Clerk's  table. 

[For  this  Message  see  Senate  Proceedings  of 
this  date,an/e  page  HJ 

The  documents  accompanying  the  Message 
having  been  read,  in  part,  the  House  adjourned* 

TaDRsbAY,  December  6. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  the  President's  Message  of 
yesterday,  and  having  gone  through  the  same, 
the  Messag^e  and  documents  were  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  atate  of  tlie 
Union ;  and  three  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  (he  Hou»e. 

Mr.  SouTBARo  presented  to  the  House  certain 
nroceedings  of  the  Legislalurp  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  dtsapprovioy  of  three  amendments 
proposed  to  the  Constituuon  of  the  United  Stated, 
.to  wit:  one  by  the  Legislature  of.  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  limiting  the  duration  of  any  act 
laying  an  embareo  within  the  United  States; 
ohe  by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  *'  That  the 
Senators  in  Congress  may  be  removed  from  office 
by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of 
the  members  of  the  respective  State  Legislatures 
by  which  the  said  Senators  have  been,  or  may 
b&  appointed}''  and  the  other  by  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania,  '-  That  an  idapartial  tribunal 
may  be  established  to  determine  disputes  between 
the  General  and  State  Governments;"  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Ruolted^  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Oieei 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  an* 
thoriBiag  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  Hone 
pf  Representatives  to  frank  the  President's  Mes- 
sage and  aceompanying  documents,  traasmitted 
to  both  Houses  at  the  opening  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, notwithstanding  the  same  may  weigh  moie 
than  two  ounces  avoirdupois:  P;ioimied,  That 
each  member,  ao  franking,  ahall  endorse  od  the 
wrapper,  in  substance,  that  the  enclosure  coDlains 
the  said  Meeaage  aod  documents,  and  themoolf, 
and  subscribe  his  name  to  such  endorsemeot. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Johbson,  that  the 
House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  the  Commiuee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Unioo; 
and  the  quevtion  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  Houae  certifieatei 
of  the  election  of  fisBNBZBa  HuNTtHeroif,  of 
Connecticut;  John  A.  Scuoobb,  of  New  Jersey; 
RoBBRT  Wbiqht,  of  Maryland;  aod  Wiluax 
McKiNLBY,  returned  to  'supply  the  vacsocy  o^ 
casioned  by  the  refeignation  of  John  O.  Jacksoo, 
of  Virginia ;  which  were  lefened  to  the  Con- 
mittee  of  fileotioos. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

A  motfon  was  made  by  Mr.  W.  Alston,  that  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  the  appoiotment  of  ibe 
Standing  Committees,  pursuant  to  the  roles  and 
orders  of  the  House. 

Whereupon,  the  fallowing  committees  were 
appointed : 

OmtnUUe  of  Elections^Uu  Fimdlst,  Mr. 
Clat,  Mr.  SToaoBs,  Mr.  Tboih>,  Mr.  Tavlob, 
Mr.  Van  Rbns8Bi^bb,  and  Mr.  Taooxbt. 

OfmmUUB  of  JVoum  ofui  Mant-Mr.  Bpnt, 
Mr,  W.  Al8T0!i,  Mr.  Tallmaoob,  M^MoJ^^ 
ooMBKT,  Mr.  Baoon,  Mr.  Smiub.  and  Mr.  Josfl* 
son. 

CbimnMee  if  Commerce  and  Jlhmfoctmi^ 
Mr.  Nbwton,  Mr.  MrrcaiLi^  Mr.  Cdtt3,  Mr. 
PrTKiw,  Mr.  McKtM,  Mr.  Sbtbebt,  tad  Mr. 
Bibb. 

Ckmmittee  ofCtaimg^Ur,  Root,  Mr.  Bptui, 
Mr.  Bbown.  Mr.  STAHLsy,  Mr.  GHOtsoK,  Mf. 
Goldsbobodqh,  and  Mr.  Shaw.  ^,      ^ 

Committee  on  Public  LandB^Vit.  Mojf^*' 
Mr.  Gk>oi>WTN,  Mr.  Ely,  Mr.  Boto,  Mr.  Oolb, 
Mr.  Cobb,  nnd  Mr.  McKbb.  . .     y, 

Commiuee  for  <Ae  Dwtriet  d  Ceiiiii*««-j;  * 
Vah  Uobn,  Mr.  L.  Ai^ok,  Mr.  W«AH.Bt,*"' 
G.  Smith,  Mr.  J.  C.  Chambbblain,  Mr.  !»*«»' 
aad  Mr.  Bbbokbrbidob.  -_j,^ 

CmmmiUoe  on  tko  PoH  (MceamA  P^^^, 
Mr.  Rhba  of  Tenoessee,  Mr.  Tbomp^on,  »^; 
Desba,  Mr.  Stanpobd,  Mr.  Tboop,  »f 'y *^ 
Bouif,  Mr.  MoBBow,  Mr.  Davbwpobt,  Mr.  v^ 
TBBOBif.  Mr;  Wbitbbill,  Mr.  J.  SmTH,  • 
PorrBB,  Mr.  Wilbon,  Mr.  Sbavbb,  aw  * 

HUPTY.  -  _     'm»a»^ 

C&mmittee<fRemMland  Unfriiih^^^^ 
Mr.  SouTBABD,  Mr.  Jackson,  and  Mr.  w^ 

SPOON.  .-  ^„„  Uu 

Committee  of  Accauntt-lAr.  N.  B*  Moorb,  *» 
TuBNBB,  and  Mr.  SLbHab. 


385 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


886 


DfiCEMBBS,  1810. 


Amendmeni  to  the  ChtutUution, 


H.  OP  R. 


Fbtday,  Deeember  7. 

Another  member;  to  wit:  from  New  Jcrscj, 
WiLi^iAM  Helms,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House ;  also,  a  new  member,  to  wit :  from 
Maryland,  Samobl  Ringgold,  returned  to  serve 
in  the  place  of  Roger  Nelson,  resigned,  appeared, 
produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of 
Alexandria,  signed  by  Richard  M.  Scott,  their 
President,  praying  that  a  charier  of  incorporation 
may  be  granted,  according  to  the  terms  of  their 
association,  or  upoii  such  other  terms  as  Congress 
may  think  proper  to  prescribe;  which  was  read. 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Cola  m  bis. 

Oq  rootioo  of  Mr.  Bacon, 

BcMoivedy  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  a  list  of  the  names 
of  persons  who  hare  invented  any  new  or  useful 
art,  machine,  or  composition  of  matter,  or  any 
improvecaent  thereon, and  to  whom  patents  have 
issued  for  the  same,  from  that  office,  subsequent 
to  the  twenty-third  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  five,  with  the  dates  and  gene- 
ral objects  of  such  patents. 

Reiolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  prepare  and  briojr  in  a 
bill  establishing  a  suitable  annual  salary  for  the 
additional  Assistant  Post^iaster  Qeneral,  author- 
ized by  the  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Estab- 
lishment, passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.R.  then  moved  the  appointment  of  several 
committees  on  the  President's  Message;  but  it 
being  suggested  that  the  documents  had  not  been 
laid  on  the  tables  of  the  members,  the  committee 
rose  without  deciding  on  anything  in  relation  to 
the  Message. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fiec, 
Raotved,  That  the  apportionment  of  Repre- 
sentatives amongst  the  several  States,  according 
to  the  third  enumeration  of  the  people,  ought  to 
be  in  the  ratio  of  one  Representative  for  every 

thoasaod  persons  in  each  State ;  and  that  a 

committee  be  appointed  to^  bring  in  a  bill  accord- 
Mr.  FiSKf  Mr.  MosELBT,  Mr.  Mooas  of  Sooth 
Carolina.  Mr.  doiNcr,  Mr.  Cocbran,  Mr.  Baro, 
and  Mr.  Millbb,  were  appointed. 
The  House  adjourned  until  Monday. 


MoNDAT,  December  10. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Massa- 
ehosetu,  Gideon  Oardnbe;  from  New  York, 
GuBDOit  8.  MnMFORD;  from  Pennsylvania,  Jo bn 
PoaTBR;  from  Virginia,  Jobn  Love  and  Daniel 
Sbepfby  ;  and  from  North  Carolina,  Lemuel 
Sawyer  ;  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

The  Speaker  &aid  before  the  House  a  oertilieate 
of  the  election  of  William  T.  Barry,  elected  to 
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supply  the  vacancy  ocoasiooed  by  the  resignation 
of  Benjamin  Howard,  of  Kentucky ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Potomac,  in 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying 
for  an  act  of  incorporation  to  take  effect  from  the 
third  of  March  next;  which  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davenport, 

Resolted,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 
nominations, be  appointed  to  Congress,  for  the 
present  session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  in- 
terchange  weekly. 

Mr.  Rbba,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Committee 
on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill 
to  authorize,  the  transportation  of  certain  docu* 
meats  by  mail,  free  or  postage;  which  was  read 
twice  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to  day. 

Mr.  Key  presented  a  petition  of  Lewis  Grant 
Davidson,  of  the  City  of  Wsshingtoo,  stating 
that,  for  the  purpose  of  inheriting  a  large  estate, 
he  has  assumed  the  surname  of  Davidson,  having 
heretofore  been  distmguished  by  the  surname  of 
Grant,  and  praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed 
ratifying  and  confirming  to  him  and  bis  heirs  for* 
ever  the  said  surname  of  Davidson. — Referred  to 
Mr.  Kby,  Mr.  Emott,  Mr.  Sawyer,  Mr.  Sbep- 
fby, and  Mr.  S.  Smitb,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Housel 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Macon  said  that  he  had,  late  in  the  last 
session,  laid  upon  the  table  a  motion  to  amend 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  He  bad 
done  it  at  that  time  merely  with  a  view  to  give 
notice  of  his  intention  to  offer  »uch  a  proposition 
at  the  present  session.  This  amendment  spoke 
so  plainly  for  itself  that  it  was  unnecessary  to 
explain  it.  It  would  be  seen  that  its  object  was 
to  prevent  any  member  of  Congress  from  aecept- 
ingan appointment  in  the  Presidential  termdurinf^ 
which  he  might  be  a  member;  for  instance,  it 
would  go  to  prevent  any  member  of  the  present 
Congress,  from  accepting  an  appointment  under 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate.  The  following  is 
the  resolution : 

lUaolved  bv  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepretentoF' 
titea  of  the  United  States  of  America^  in  Congress 
assembled,  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring j  Thai 
the  following  section  be  submitted  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  several  States,  which»  when  ratified  lly  the  Le- 
gidatares  of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  shall  be  valid 
and  binding  as  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States, 

'*  **No  Senator  or  Renresentittve,  after  hating  taken 
his  seat,  shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he  was  elected, 
be  eligible  to  any  civil  appointment  under  the  aotboritj 
of  the  United  States,  nor  shall  any  person  be  eligible 
to  any  soeh  appointmeat  untU  the  expiration  of  the 
Presidential  term,  during  which  such  person  shall  have 
been  a  Senator  or  Repitsentativsk" 

This  reaolvtion  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Macon, 
referred  to  the  Commiuee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
stAte  of  the  Union. 
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PREfilDfiNra  MESSAGf. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Alston,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Macon  in  the  Chair. 

The  MesFsge  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Root  moved  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  lUsohedf  That  bo  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  subject 
of  our  foreign  relations,  be  referred  to  a  select  oom- 
mittee. 

2.  Resolved,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  thai  part  of 
West  Florida,  acquired  by  the  cession  of  Louislanai 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee^ 

3.  Resohed,  Thai  so  much  as  relates  to  the  encour* 
agement  of  American  manufactures  and  navigation^ 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Otfmmerce  end  Man- 
viactures. 

4.  Seeohfed,  That  so  mvteh  as  relates  to  the  institu* 
tion  of  a  National  Unireisity,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

6.  Resolved,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  violation 
of  laws  interdicting  the  slave  trade,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu&ctures. 

6.  Resolved,  That  that  part  relating  to  fortifications 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

7.  Resolved,  That  that  part  in  regard  to  the  militia^ 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

8.  Reeohed,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Corps 
of  Engineers  smd  Military'  Academy  be  referred  to  a 
select  oonmiittee. 

When  the  resolution  respecting  West  Floridii 
^as  under  consideration—- 

Mr.  NewI'on  said  he  wished  to  know  from  the 
eentleman  who  mov«d  the  resolutions  why  he 
had  spoken  of  a  part  of  West  Florida  only  ? 
Whether  the  whole  was  not  included  in  the  ces* 
sion  ? 

Mr.  Root  said  he  had  supposed  that  no  more 
territory  had  been  acquired  bv  the  Treaty,  of  St. 
IJdefonso,  than  lies  west  of  the  Perdido ;  whilst 
West  Florida  was  understood  to  extend  as  far 
east  as  Pensacola.  But  if  the  whole  had  been 
ceded,  so  much  the  better ;  all  that  part  *^ acquired 
by  the  cession,"  was  embraced  by  the  resolution. 

Mr.  T.  MooRB  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
80  as  to  read  "  so  much  as  relates  to  West  Flor- 
ida, (u  ceded  to  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Mitchill  remarked  that  the  resolution 
was  about  as  perspicuous  as  could  well  be  devised. 
If  there  was  any  ambiguity  in  it,  it  was  derived 
from  the  Message,  iu,  which  West  Florida  was 
mentioned,  although  he  believed  no  such  name 
was  to  be  found  in  the  convention  for  the  cession 
of  Louisiana.  If  the  resolution  conformed  to 
the  message,  it  was  not  worth  while  to  go  into  a 
discussion  as  to  the  different  appellations  which 
had  at  different  times  been  given  to  the  territory 
in  question.  Mr.  M.  took  a  brief  view  of  the  dif- 
ferent transfers  of  that  territory,  observing  that 
the  term  West  Florida  was  not  Known  in  Spanish 
geography,  being  an  arrangement  made  by  the 
British  whilst  they  held  possession;  so  that,  in 
fact,  this  was  a  question  ot  British  and  American 
geographv  on  one  side,  and  Spanish  and  French 
on  the  other.    Upoa  the  whole,  as  the  resplutioa , 


corresponded  with  the  language  ^f  the  Messige, 

and  was  sufBciently  intelligible  at  preseat,  he  was 
opposed  to. the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

When  the  resolution  respecting  the  encoonge- 
ment  of  American  navigation  and  manufaclURs 
was  under  consideration — 

Mr.  BoRWELL  suggested  the  propriety  of  refer- 
ring the  subjects  to  two  distinct  committees.  This 
motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Alston.  It  vas 
contended  that  the  duties  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  sufficienilf 
arduous,  without  burdening  them  also  with  the 
subject  of  manufactures,  mr.  Alston  took  oc- 
casion to  observe  that  the  subject  of  maaufac- 
tures  had  heretofore  been  rather  neglected,  aad 
it  was  proper  that  more  attention  should  be  paid 

to  it. 

Mr.  Newton  opposed  the  motion  for  difidio; 
the  subject  between  the  two  committees.  Hov 
were  they  to  encourage  manufactures,  be  asked. 
unless  by  laying  additional  duties  upoo  foreip 
tonnage  and  manufactures  ?  Mr.  N.  repelled  ike 
insinuation  that  manufaotures  had  experiesced 
neglect  under  the  guidance  of  the  Commiiteeof 
Commerce  and  Manufactures.  He  contended 
that  on  the  contrary  they  had  thriven  and  flour- 
ished UBder  their  care,  although  the  Hoase  bad 
never  consented  to  take  as  effectual  measaresf« 
their  support  as  had  been  recommended  by  tbe 
committee. 

Mr.  Mitchill  said  he  too  was  opposed  to  set- 
ering  things  which  had  in  their  nature  ao  essen- 
tial connexion;  for  instance,  he  thought  ibalitie 
proposed  separation  of  the  subjects  of  cummeice 
and  manufactures  was  unnatural  and  preposter- 
ous. On  a  review  of  what  had  been  done  ftf 
Congress,  he  thought  the  friends  of  domestic  mw 
ufactures  had  much  cause  to  be  satis6cd.  Hci^ 
cited  the  various  encouragements  which  had  wen 
given  to  manufaictures  by  Congress,  in  P<'^®'J'J» 
the  importation  o(  the  raw  materials  fret  of  doir 
and  in  laying  heavy  duties  on  the  injp«>'^^*"°\ 
manufactured  articles.  On  the  whole,  he  thoa^i 
that  as  commerce  and  manufactures  in  fact  we 
inseparable,  they  ought  not  to  be  divided  &y  wi 
refiMulation  of  the  House. 

The  motion  to  amend  was  lost.         ,   •  „ ,» 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  resol'itionff 
spectbg  fortifications  was  amended  by  iweru  » 
the  words  *4and  forces  and"  preceding  ihc^'' 
*' fortifications."  ^„     .^^. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassbtt,  the  following  "» 

olu tion  was  adopted:  ^,    v.^ 

9.  Resolved,  That  so  much  as  relates  to  tbs j'*^ 
of  the  United  States,  be  fviwred  to  a  select  co»°**^; 

The  Committee  roae  and  icported  ib^^fjij- 
tions  to  the  House,  which  were  ^^^Jr^i^ 
adopted ;  and  the  several  committees  otner^ 
be  appointed  accordingly.  .   ,,    uont- 

Mrl  Bppes,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Fisk,  Mr-  Mo^^ 
gomery,  Mr.  Seavcr,  Mr.  Chittenden,  aBJ^^^^ 
Desha,  were  appointed  a  committee,  pu"^ 
the  first  resolution.  ^   p^f. 

Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Sage,  Mr.  Gardner,  Mr.  ^r.  ^ 

ford,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  McBryde,  and  Mr.  »^' 
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Tennessee,  Wert  appointed  a  eommitteef  poniuiDt 
to  the  setood  resoiation. 

Mr.  MitehHl,  Mr.  Bur  well,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  J, 
Porter,  Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr.  Wlieaton,  and  Mr*  Ring- 
gold, were  appointed  a  committeei  pursuant  to 
the  foorth  resolution. 

Mr.  Dawson,  Mr.  Helms,  Mr.  Cobb,  Mr.  Rea 
of  PeonsTlraoia,  Mr.  Champion,  Mr.  Livingston, 
and  Mr.  Hubbard,  were  appointed  a  committeei 
pursuant  to  the  sisth  resolution. 

Mr.  Root.  Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  Potte^,  Mr.  Cobb, 
Mr.  Holland,  Mr.  Butler,  Mr.  J.  Smith,  Mr. 
Weakley,  Mr.  Morrow,  Mr.  McKee,  Mr.  N.  R. 
Moore,  Mr.  Oeorge  Snith,  Mr.  &o udder,  Mr. 
HttDtiagdoo,  Mr.  William  Chaoberlin,  Mr.  Blaiji* 
dell,  and  Mr.  Jenniiigs,  were  ^  appoiated  a  cona* 
mittee,  parsoant  to  the  seTenlh  resolution. 

Mr.  reter  B.  Porter,  Mr.  Love,  Mr.  Lyie,  Mr« 
Pearson,  and  Mr.  Ely^  were  appointed  a  cooMnit* 
tee,  porsuaDt  to  the  eighth  resolution. 

Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Mumford,  Mr.  Qnincy,  Mr. 
Kenan,  Mr.  Milnor,  Mr.  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Jackson, 
were  appointed' a  committee,  pursuant  to  the 
nioth  resoiation. 

Mr.  Bacon  remarked  that  at  present  a  doubt 
might  exist  whether  the  subiect  of  the  defects  in 
the  non-iotercourse  law,  alluded  to  in  the  Mes- 
sage, was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  or  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations.  To  remove  thii  doubt  he  moved 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  agreed, to : ' 

10.  Rttohed,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
Presidaiit  of  Che  United  States  as  relf  tfM  to  the  delects 
which  may  be  fonnd  to  exist  in  the  pronnons  of  the 
act  ooneanii^g  the  eommercial  intercourse  between 
the  Unatad  States  and  Great  Britam  and  France,  bo 
reftrrad  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 


TuasDAT,  December  11. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit;  from  New 
York,  Hkbsian  Kn ickbrbackba  s  from  Yirgiaia, 
Edwin  Grat  and- Jacob  Swoopb;  and  from 
Booth  Carolina,  Rioharo  Winn  ;  appeared,  and 
took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Van  RBNsaBLABR  presented  a  petition  of 
sQodry  officers  and  soldiers,  and  the  heirs  of  offi- 
cers and  soldiers,  who  served  in  the  British  army 
in  America  in  the  war  between  England  and 
France,  between  the  years  1755,  and  1763,  now 
residing  in  the  county  of  Albany,  State  of  New 
York,  paying  that  their  claims  to  lands  for  ser- 
vices in  the  said  war  may  be  investigated,  and 
that,  if  any  be  found  due  to  them,  they  may  re> 
ceire  grants  for  the  same.—* Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  resolved  that  two 
Chaplains,  of  difierent  denominations,  be  appoint- 
ed to  Congress,  for  the  present  session,  who  shall 
interchange  weekly. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  transporta- 
tion of  certain  documents,  free  of  postage,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion from  the  Senate,  for  the  appointment  of  two 


Chaplains  to  Congreu,  wfafo  shall  ioterehange 
weekly ;  and  the  same  being  read,  was  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Chaplain  to  Congress  on  their 
part;  and,  upon  examining  the  ballots,  it  appeared 
that  the  whole  number  of  votes  were  one  hun- 
dred and  five,  that  fifty-seven  were  given  for  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Leb,  forty-seven  for  theReverenji 
Mr.  Brbokbmridqb,  find  one  foe  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Brown. 

Mr,  Leb,  having  a  majoritv  of  the  whole  num- 
ber given,  wa8,conseqi)ently,  declared  duly  elected* 


WfiDNESDAT,  December  18. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit :  jrom  North  Caro- 
lina, Mesback  Faahklin  and  Willum  KfN- 
NJBDT,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United.  States,  transmitting  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  from  which  it  will  be  seen, 
that  a  very  considerable  demand  beyond  the 
legal  appropriations  has  been  incurred  for  the 
support  of  seamen  distressed  by  seizures,  in  dif* 
ferent  parts  of  Europe,  of  the  vessels  to  which 
they  belonged. — The  Message  and  report  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  iVays  and  Means. 

Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  petition  of  John  and 
Edward  Tanner,  of  Louisiana,  praying  the  aid 
and  patronage  ol  Congress,  in  opening  a  canal 
navigation  between  the  waters  of  the  Nlissiesippi 
and  St.  Francis  Rivers;  also  the  pre-emption 
right  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  on  which  are  two 
mill  seats ;  and  to  be  authorized  to  open  a  road 
direct  from  New  Madrid,  in  Louisiana,  to  Nash- 
ville,  in  Tennessee;  and  that  the  said  road  may 
be  established  as  a  post  road  of  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the -said  petition  as 
respects  a  pre-emption  riffht  to  land  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands ;  that  so 
much  as  relates  to  opening  a  road  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads ; 
and  that  that  part  thereof  which  relates  to  open- 
ing a  (5feinal,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  RicaABos^and  Mr.  Swoopb, 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Ket,  from  the  committee  appointed,  on 
the  tenth  instant,  on  the  petition  of  Lewis  Qrant 
DavidsiMi,  made  a  report ;  which  was  iread^  and 
the  resolution  therein  eontajned  concofred  in  by 
the  House,  as  follows : 

RemAved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is 
reasons ble«, and  ought  to  be  granted. 

Orderea,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in,  ponfuant 
to  the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  same  com- 
mittee do  prepare  and  bring' in  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow, 

Eeeolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and 
what,  further  provision  is  necessary  to  be  made 
for  settling  the  claims  to  land,  and  lor  surveying 
and  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
Territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana;  and.  that 
the  committee  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  FisK,  from  the  committee  appointed  the 
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leyentii  ttismnCj  presented  a  bill  for  the  appor- 
tioomeaC  of  Representativei  among  the  seyeral 
States,  according  to  the  third  enumeration ;  which 
'Was  readvtwice  and  committed  to  a  Commiitee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
HoQse  that  the  Senate  have  appointed  the  Rey. 
Mr.  Adoibon  a  Chaplain  to  Coneress,  on  ibeir 
part,  during  the  present  session.  They  ha^e  also 
passed  a  hill,  entitled  "An  act  to  suspend  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  regajating 
foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  to  which 
Ibey  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 


PATBTNT  OFFICE. 

Mr.  MiTcuiLL  remarlced  that  Congress  had, 
br  virtue  of  the  power  expressly  granted  by  the 
Cfonstitution  to  secure  to  indifiduals  their  intel- 
lectual property,  passed  several  statutes,  together 
constituting  what  was, called  the  patent  office. 
He  said  it  was  extremely  erident  to  erery  one 
who  inquired  into  the  subject,  that  the  power 
granted  to  the  Secretarjr  of  State  in  this  reject 
was  incomplete.  Adrerting  to  the  naeasures  taken 
•t  the  last  session,  and  commenced  at  this,  to- 
wards the  improvement  of  the  state  of  that  office, 
Mr.  M.  said  he  wished  to  gp  a  step  further  by 
adopting  the  foHowing  resofution : 

*^ Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  amend- 
ments ought  to  be  made  in  the  sereral  acts  in- 
suring to  individuals  an  exclusive  privilege  in 
their  several  inventions  and  discoveries,  and  that 
they  report  th)ereoo  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

The  resolution  was  Agreed  to ;  and 

Mr.MiTCBiLLyMr.  Stephenson,  and  Mr.  Ken- 
KBDT,  were  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolution. 

FINANCES. 

The  following  letter  and  report  were  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury : 

Taaiscmv  DapAmTMBVT,  Dee.  11, 1810. 

8im:  I  have  the  honor  to  enelose  a  report,  prepared 
in  obedience  to  the  met  entitled  <' An  act  to  establish 
the  Treasury  Department." 

I  have  the  hooor  to  be,  ^^ 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Ibn.  SpBAKsm  of  the  Hmtee  ef  Rtipe. 

TatASiriiT  DBPAmTxxirr,  Dee.  lU^  1810. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  set  snpplemen- 
laiy  to  the  act  entitled  '<  An  act  to  establish  the  Tree- 
anry  Department;"  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  re- 
apecftfblly  submits  the  following  report  and  estimates : 

Re:tenut, 

The  net  revenue  arising  from  duties  on  merchan- 
dise and  tonnage  which  accrued  during  the  year  1808| 
amounted  to  $10,348,000. 

The  net  revenue  arising  from  the  same  sources, 
which  accrued  during  the  year  1809,  t mounted,  as 
will  appear  by  the  statement,  (A,)  to  $6,527,000. 

The  statement  (B)  exhibits  in  detail  the  several  spe- 
das  of  merchandise  and  other  sources  from  whidithat 
VMenae  was  derived  during  Ifaa  year  1800. 


It  is  ascertained  that  the  net  revenue  ariiinsfiron 
the  same  duties  has,  for  the  first  three  quailen  of  thi 
year  1810,  exceeded  $7,600,000;  and  it  is  believed 
that  it  will  not,  for  the  whole  year,  &U  short  of  tvelTc 
millions.  - 

The  sales  of  public  lands  north  of  the  Ohio  riter 
have,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  80th  of  Sepreoi' 
ber,  1810,  as  appears  by  the  sUtement  (C,)  amounUd 
to  169,000  acres,  and  the  paymenta  by  porchuen  to 
$610,000. 

The  same  sUtement  shows  that  the  totd  amoantef 
sales,  from  the  establishment  of  the  Land  Offices  in 
the  year  1800,  to  the  30«h  of  September,  1810,  baft 
amounted  to  3,168,000  aci^es,  vrhiCh  have  produced 
$6,681,000;  of  which  sum  $1,646,000  remain  dm 
by  purchasers.  The  sales  in  the  Mississippi  Tern- 
toiy  being,  aftmr  deducting  expenses,  appropriated  in 
the  first  place  to  the  payment  of  $1,S60,000  to  te 
State  of  Qeorgia,  are  distinctly  stfded. 

Receipts  and  EjppendUwree, 
1.  Yeer  ending  on  the  30fA  of  Sepiemher,  ISia 

The  actual  receipts  into  the  Treasuryt 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  SOih 
of  September,  1810,  have  amount- 
ed to •    $8,686,86117 

Making,  together  with  the  balance  in 
the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1809,  and  amounting  to  -        -      6,828,936  01 


An  aggregate  of    - 


14,617,797  18 


The  disbursements  during  the  same  year  baTeoaa- 
fisted  in  the  following  items,  via : 
Civil  department,  including  .xnisceUaneoui  expesMfi 

and  those  incidentol  to  the  intercourse  with  ibreign 

nations  .  ,  -  .  .  $1,849,800  06 
Military  and    Indian 

departments  -         8,6I4>583  76 

Navy        -*       -        -  1,674,736  80 

^  -J : .  4,189,269  J6 

Interest  on  the  public  debt         -        -      8,735,898  91 

Total  current  expensee  -  -  -  8,174,358  tt 
Payments  on  account  of  the  principal  ' 

of  the  public  debt-        •        -        -      8,884,4091* 

Amounting  together,  as  Will  appear  mors 
in  detail  by  the  statement  (E)  to  -    11,068,767  48 

And  leaving  in  the  Treasury,  on  30th 
of  September,  1810,  a  balance  of  -     3,469,089  7i 

14,617,797  IS 

It  theiefina  appeaia  that  the  actual  receipts  ioto  tis 
Treasury  have  exceeded  the  current  expenses  of  0^ 
ernment,  including  therein  the  interest  on  the  dtKi 
by  a  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  ^^ll^'^vj^  ^' 
penses  had  during  the  preceding  year  ^*^ff  !t 
receipte  by  a  sum  of  thirteen  hundred  thouiaiia  o»' 
lars.  The  difference  arises,  not  from  an  increaee  a 
the  receipte,  but  from  a  diminution  in  the  «XP^ 
particularly  those  of  the  Militaiy  and  Naval  Dcp^ 
meats. 

8.  Laet  quarter  of  the  year  1810.        .^ 

The  receipte  for  that  quarter  will,  it  is  beheW'^ 
more  than  sufficient  to  defray  the  current  expenseiw 
interest  on  the  debt  accruing  during  the  ■»?*  P*^ 
But  the  paymenta  to  be  made  on  account  of  tbs  pnr 
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Apal  of  (he  debt  in  erfer  to  oemDlete  the  to  anal  e^ 
propriations  of  eight  milfioos  of  aollen,  amounting  to 
more  than  $5,100,000,  a  loan  first  negotiated  for  $V 
750,000,  and  afterwards  reduced  to  f  2,750,000,  be- 
came necessary.  The  receipts  and  diebunemenls  for 
thatqotrter  ere  therefore  estimated  as  follows: 
RecetpCs  into  the  Treaaur j  from  .tl^e  or- 
dinary levenoe  .  •  •  • 
Proceeds  of  the  loan  receivable  on  81st 

of  December,  1810    •        •  .     • 
Balance  in  the  Treasmy  on  let  of  Octo- 
ber, 1810 


eibcted  this  year,  and  to  the 
bnrsement  ini  part  of  the  converted  six 
per  cent,  stock,  and  must,  in  order  to. 
complete  the  annual  appropriation  of 
eight  millions  of  doOars,  amount  to  • 


5,450,000 


f2,500,000 
S,750,000 
3,460,000 


8,710,090 


Eipenssi^  dvil,  military,  and  navnl^ 
ettimatad  •         -        -        •        1,670,000 

Interest  aocnnng  on  the  dumestic 
debt-        -         -       '•        -  500»000 


Paymenta  on  aeooiuit  of  the  public  debt, 
in  order  to  complete  the  annual  ap* 
propriataon  of  eight  miliioBs>  and  in- 
cluding tho  rBunbuisemeut  of  Slat  of 
December,  1810,  on  the  aiz  per  cent 
and  deferred  etocksv  and  that  of  aame . 
date,  of  $3,751,185  exchanged  afac  per 
oeaUatoek        -        -       -        - 


ProbaUe  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
31st  of  December,  1810    • 


-a»070,000 


4,640^)00 
6,710,000 
8,000,000 
8,710,000 


8.  rear  1811. 


The  outrtandlng  revenue  bonds,  after  deducting  the 
expenses  of  collection  and  allowing  for  bad  debts,  will 
not  probably,  on  the  1st  of  January,  181 1,  &11  abort  of 
eleren  miUiona  and  a  half  of  dollars ;  the  actual  re- 1 
ceipCs  for  the  year  1811,  on  account  of  the  aales  of 
lands,  may  be  estimated  at  five  hundred  thouaand  dol- 
Ian;  and  it  is  presumed  that  the  portion  of  the  revenue 
arising  from  importations  subsequent  to  the  present 
yesr,  which  will  be  received  in  1811,  will  be  more 
than  soflicient  to  ftDf  the  debentures  payable  in  ihat 
year.  The  aetoal  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during 
Chat  ysar  may  therefore  be  estimated  at  $18,500,000* 

Estimating  the  expenses  of  Government  for  the  year 
1811,  not  to  exceed  the  amount  actually  expended 
daring  the  year .  ending  on  the  80th  of  September, 
1810,  thai  is  to  aay— 
Sipeoses  of  a  civil  nature,  both  domcp- 

tic  and  foreign  ....     $1,840,000 

Miiiiuy  and  Naval  Departmenta  •        •        4,100,000 


And  adding  thereto  the  interest  on  the 
public  debt,  estimated  at  - 

Tbe  tggregate  of  the  current  expenses, 
exduaiYely  of  the  paymenta  on  ao- 
coQDt  of  the  principal  of  the  debt, 
would  not  exceed      -        -    .    • 

The  peymente  on  aoeount  of  (he  prinei- 
pal  of  the  debt  will  be  applicable  to 
the  annual  reifflbunement  on  the  aix 
per  cent,  and  deferred  stoeks,  to  the 
repaymani  of  the  loan  of  ffiiTftOiOOO 


5,430,000 
3,560;000 


7,980,000 


Making  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  ex-  ^ 

penditurea  of  the  year  1811  -  •  13,430,000 
or  about  one  million  of  doHara  more  than  the  receipts 
for  the  aame  year. 

I^  therefore,  this  estimate  could  be  relied  on,  an 
authority  to  borrow  one  million  of  dollare  would  be 
sufficient  to  enable  Government  to  pay  all  the  cur- 
rent expenses,  and  to  reimburse  nearly  four  millions 
and  a  half  of  the  principal  of  the  debt,  leaving  at  the 
same  time  in  the  Treasury  a  balance  of  two  millions 
of  dollars,  a  sum  not  greater  than  what  under  exist- 
ing circumstances  it  is  eligible  to  reserve.  But  a  defi- 
ciency may  take  place  in  the  receipta  if  the  amount  of 
debentures  should  exceed  what  has  been  estimated; 
and  for  the  expenses  for  the  Military  and  Naval  De- 
partments, (which,  according  to  the  estimates  of  those 
departments,  and  exclusively  of  the  sum  necessary  for 
fortifications,  amount  to  $4,916,000,)  may  be  greater 
than  the  amount  actually  expended  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  80th  of  September,  1810.  In  order  to 
provide  for  theae  and  other  unforeseen  contingencies, 
the  propriety  of  authoriiing  a  reloan  not  exceeding  in 
the  whole  the  amount  of  the  principal  of  the  debt  re- 
imbursed during  the  same  year,  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 

PuMtc  IMt. 

It  appears  by  the  statement  (D)  that  the  payments 
on  account  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt  have 
amounted  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  day  of 
Beptember,  1810,  to  $8,884,000,  and  during  the  nine 
years  and  a  half  ending  on  the  aame  day  to  near 
$37,700,000,  exclusively  of  more  than  six  millions  of 
dollars  paid  in  conform!^  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Convention  vrith  Great  Britain  and  of  the  Louisiana 
Oonvention. 

Taking  the  calendar  year  1810  br  itself,  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  debt  actually  reimbursed  will  amount  to 
$5,168,376,  via : 

Annual  reimbursement  of  six  per  cent, 
and  deferred  stocks   -        -        -        - 
Reimbursement  of  the  six  per  cent,  ex- 
changed stock  .        -        -        •       . 


$1,418,861 


From  which  deducting  the  loan  fiomthe 
bank  of    --•-.- 

Leavea  for  the  actual  decreaae  of  the 
debt  during  the  year         ... 


3,751,186 
5,163,876 
8,750^000 

8^13376 


The  lo^n  authorised  by  the  act  of  last  se^ion  had 
at  first  been  negotiated  in  the  latter  end  of  May  for 
$3,750,000;  but  the  expenaea  having  proven  leas 
than  had  been  auppoaed,  it  was  by  mutual  consent  re- 
duced in  October  to  $8,750,000.  With  that  object  in 
view,  in  order  that  no  greater  sum  should  be  ultimate- 
ly borrowed  than  might  be  necessaiy,  and  also  in  or- 
der to  avoid  as  long  as  practicable  an  increaae  of  stoitk 
in  the  market,  and  that  of  a  more  permanent  spedea 
of  debt,  a  temporary  loan  from  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  prefermd  to  aby  ^^''^  mode.  It  is  re- 
imbursable on  the  hwt  day  of  December,  1811,  with  a 
reaervaHon  that  the  bank  may,  in  case  of  a 
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newal  of  its  charter,  demand  an  etrlier  payment  on 
giving  three  months'  notice.  This  condition  may,  if 
enforced,  save  some  interest  to  the  pnUiCi  and  can 
produce  no  inconvenience^  as  there  wUl  be  no  greater 
difficolty  in  effecting  a  new  loan  (if  necessary)  in  the 
middle  than  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year.  The  docn- 
ments  F.  6.  H.  I.  show  both  the  object  and  the  terms 
of  the  loan. 

From  what  has  been  stated,  it  appears  that  no  other 
provisions  are  necessary  for  the  year  1811,  than  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  additional  2)  peir  cent,  duty,  common- 
ly called  the  Mediterranean  Fund,  and  an  authority  to 
borrow  a  sum,  probably  much  less,  and  certainly  not 
^eater  than  -the  amount  tff  the  print^pal  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  which  will  be  reimbursed  during  the  year.- 
But  as  in  conformity  with  tho  act  of  Ist  of  May, 
1810,  the  importation  of  articles  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture  of  the  dominions;  colonies,  and  de«> 
pendencies  of  Great  Britain  will  be  prohibited  after 
the  2d  day  of  February  next,  if  that  nation  shall  not, 
before  that  time,  so  revoke  or  inodify  her  edicts  as 
that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States^  some  provisions  appear  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue 
arismg  fromi  that  cause,  and  of  giving  to  that  meas- 
ure all  the  efficacy  of  which  it  is  susceptible, 

The  probable  uefalcation  in  the  revenue  cannot,  for 
obvious  reasons,  be  at  this  time  estimated  with  any 
degree  of  precision.  The  experience  of  the  ensuing 
year  can  alone  afford  sufficient  data  for  a  permanent 
and  detailed  plan  adapted  to  that  state  of  things,  and 
calculated  to  insure  peneverance  in  the  system  as 
long  as  may  be  thought  proper.  Bat  .in  the  mean- 
wh9e,  it  appears  essential  to  lay  the  foundation  of 
such  plan,  and  to  guard  in  time  against  any  grezi  de^ 
ficit  in  the  receipts  of  the  year  1812.  It  is  believed 
that  under  existing  drcumstanoes  it  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  render  those  receipts  equal  or  nearly  equal  to 
the  current  expenditure,  including  therein  Uie  interest 
on  the  public  debt,  and  estknated  at  about  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars ;  and  with  a  view  to  that  object,  a  con- 
sidafable  and  immediate  increase  of  the  prasent  duties 
on  importations  isjeapectfully  suggested. 

It  is  not  less  important  that  the  act  should  be  free  of 
legal  difficulties  and  of  well-ibnnded  objections,  and 
that  it  should  be  enibrced  by  every  practicable  means. 
On  that  subject  the  following  observations  are  sub- 
jnitted: 

1.  The  law  of  IH  of  May,  1810,  4ias  neither  ex- 
pnasly  defined  the  edicts,  the  revocation  of  which  is 
expected,  nor  made  a  notification  by  the  Prteddent  the 
evidence  and  sole  evidence  of  the  fact.  It  follows  that 
in  Case  of  mi  unsatisfactory  modification  of  her  edicts 
by  Great  Britain,  the  decision  of  the  question  itself, 
whether  the  non-importation  be  actually  in  force  or 
not  will  be  left  to  the  courts,  whence  delays  and  em- 
barrassments will  arise  which  will  considerably  impede 
the  operation  of  the  law. 

8.  The  non-importation  is  to  take  place  on  the  2d 
day  of  February  next,  if  a  revocation  shall  not  have 
taken  plaoe  before  that  day.  But  this  may  have  taken 
place  and  not  be  known  on  that  day  in  the  United 
States.  'If  the  collectors  abstainr  from  seising  mer- 
chandise imported  after  that  day,  until  the  fact  shall 
have  b^en  ascertained,  and  the  edicts  shall  not  have 
been  revoked,  the  merchandise  will  escape  fi>rfeitQre, 
and  the  law  during  that  period  will  be  inoperative^  If 
tbcu  seise,  and  the  edicts  shall  have  been  revoked,  the 
mraraa  will  haw  been  iUegal,  and  the  coUectois  will 


be  liable  Co  personal  suits.  This  inoonveaietice  mij 
be  remedied  by  a  provision,  dhnecting,  that  during  tbit 
period  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  tiie  coHectors  to  mike 
seizures,  but  that  the  goods  shall  be  restored  to  ibe 
parties  on  their  giving  bond  with  sureties  for  theTihie. 
.  3.  No  exception  has  been  made  by  the  act  in  ixm 
of  vessels  which  have  sailed  for  the  Britifh  Esft  Ib< 
dies  prior  to '  the  President's  proclamation,  and  the 
short  period  of  three  montiis  from  the  date  of  that 
proclamation  to  the  day  when  the  law  is  to  take  eftct 
will  occasion  forfeitures  or  heavy  losses  in  ctaes  of 
bond  fidt  American  property  in  England  paid  for  or 
ordered  prior  to  the  proclamation.  It  seemi  in  ewj 
point  of  view  eligible  that  cases  clearly  foreseen  ihotid 
be  provided  for  by  law,  instead  of  being  l«ft  to  Exee* 
tttive  discretion, 

4.  It  is  believed  that  an  abandonment  by  the  Unile4 
States  qf  their  share  of  the  penalties  find  MaHsm 
which  may- be  incurred,  and  the  distribution  of  theic, 
acconJing  to  the  ciicumstanoea  of  the  case,  among  th* 
oollectons  the  other  eust^^m^honse  officers,  As  inpN^ 
ors  who  heretofore  have  had  no  share,  and  the  isfom- 
era,  would  insute  a  g[recter  degree  oi  seal  and  Up 
lance  in  detecting'  and  presenting  infracfaoBs  of  lbs 
law. 

6.  Some  additional  piovifions  will  be  neeemiyto 
enforce  the  law  on  Che  Northern  frontier  of  the  United 
8tatcs»  among  which  maybe  reckoned :  theercdioB  of 
some  new  cofiection  districts,  particularly  on  the  mer 
St.  Lawrence  and  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  A 
Vermont ;  an  tatieaae  of  salaiy  to  the  cdledon  in 
that  quarter,  inasmuch  as  ui^er  the  non-importatioD, 
that  part  of  their  compensation  whieh  is  derived  fion 
fees  will  be  considerably  reduced  (  and  that  whieb 
arises  fiwn  commissions  altogether  lost ;  and  in  tn- 
thority  to  the  armed  force  of  the  United  8tatei  to 
make  seisores.  And  it  must  be  added,  that  the  pea- 
liar  situation  of  those  districts  will  render  condemoi- 
tions  extremely  difficult,  unless  the  obligation  be  im- 
posed on  persons  claiming  merchandise  seised  thereto 
prove  that  the  same  was  legally  imported. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  ^letter  and  report  having  been  read,  to 
much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  revenae  wis  re- 
ferred to  the  (Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  so  much  as  relates  to  the  act  respecting  coo- 
mercial  intercootse,  dbc.,  to  the  Committed  of 
Foreign  Relations. 


Thursday  Decemher  13. 

Another  meraher,  to  wit :  From  Georgia.  Dem- 
If  IS  Smelt,  appeared  and  took  bis  seat;  also  tva 
other  new  members,  to  wit ;  Joseph  Allen,  from 
Massachusetts,  in  the  place  of  Jabez  Upbam,  re- 
signed, and  William  T.  BARRy,  from  Kentackf, 
in  the  place  of  Benjamin  Howard,  resigned,  ap- 
peared, were  qualified,  and  took  their  seals. 

Mr.  MOMFORo  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  stating  the 
many  and  great  inconveaiences  to  which  tbef 
will  be  subjected  by  the  revival  of  the  non-inter- 
course  with  Qreat  Briuin,  in  imporiioflr  goods 
whieh  Aatv  been  ordered  and  partly  paid  ror,aBd 
prayioff  that  Coi^ress  will  ^'authorize  the  eatry 
of  goods  imported  from  that  eooniry  to  such  date 
as  will  relieva  theia  from  iha  cmharammenta  be- 
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forementioned.'*-' Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 

Rtiohfed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  prepare  and  brings  in  a  bill 
fixing  the  nnmber  and  compensation  of  clerks  in 
the  sercral  Departments  of  the  Government  of 
the  Uoited  Staies. 

Mr.  MiTCfliLL  presented  a  petition  of  th«  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Cayuga  Manafactnring 
Company  in  the  State  of  New  York,  prayjng 
the  remission  of  the  duties  they  hare  secured  to 
be  paid  on  the  importation  ot  twenty- fire  salt 
pans.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manafactures. 

Afr.  Lawis  presented  a  petition  of  the  pilots 
oavigatiog  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  rivers  frilling 
ioto  the  same,  praying  to  be  authorized'  to  col- 
lect pilotage  on  vessels  coming  through  the  said 
bay  or  rivers  to  the  District  of  Columbia. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures. 

APPORT^>NMENT  BILL. 

The  Hooae  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  apportion  che^ Represent- 
atifes  aecerdin|r  to  the  third  eniimeratioa  of  the 
peorie  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  recurring  on  filling  the  blank 
with  the  nrnnber  of  souls  which  should  entftle 
to  a  Repreaentative- 
Mr.  Pt8K  remarked  that  the  committee  (of 
which  he  was  ehatmaa)  who  reported  the  biU, 
had  notagveed  on  any.  precise  number ;  but,  eon- 
sukiag  the  opinion  df  others,  rather  than  his  own, 
he  would  move  to  ill  the  blank  with  a  number 
not  ao  large  as  he  should  wish.  The  precise 
amount  of  the  population  'of  the  United  States, 
by  the  preseot  census,  oonid  not  be  ascertait^ed, 
but  a  mtional  estimate  might  be  made*  CakU- 
lating  the  rmtio  of  increase  for  the  ten  yeara, 
siaee  1800,  at  the  same  rate  as  ten  years  preced- 
ing that  period,  the  present  population  may  be 
estimated  at  about  seven  millions.  At  a  ratio  of 
one  Repreaentaltve  for  every  45.000,  the  number 
of  Representatives  would  then  be  155.  If,  how- 
ever, that  population  should  reach  7,500,000  souls, 
as  many  belteved,  the. number  of  Representa tires 
voold  amouDt  to  166.  If  it  should  exceed  7,500,* 
000  and  reach  8^000,000,  as  some  calculated  it 
would,  this  Domber  would  give  177  Representa- 
tires. 

The  question  was  faketi  on  filling  the  blank 
with  the  ratio  of  45,000  aouls,  and  lost. 
For  this  ratio,  39 ;  against  it,  56. 
Mr.  W.  Alston  said,  as  no  number  but  45,000 
bad  been  mentioned,  and  the  committee  had  ex- 
pressed their  diaapprobation  Of  that  number,  he 
felt  inclined  to  propose  a  larger  one,  although  he 
bad  been  wiliing.  in  order  to  unite  with  'others, 
to  take  the  ratio  proposed  by  Mr.  Fisk«  If  the 
ratio  fell  to  less  than  45,000  or  50,000,  this  body 
would  beeome  too  numerous  to  transact  busi* 
ness.  If  'gentlemen  wootd  turn  their  attention 
to  the  increase  of  the  ten  years  previous  to  1800, 
they  would' be  satisfied  that,  with  a  parallel  in- 


crease sitiee  that  period,  a  less  ratio  than  45,000 . 
would  afiord  nearly  300  members.    He  said  he 
felt  convinced  that  a  numerous  body  would  not 
afiord  more  talent  than  a  smaller  body.    If  the 
Congressional  districts  were  larger,  the  chance  of  • 
obtaining  men  of  talents  would  be  quite  as  great" 
at  least  as  in  smaller  districts.    One  advantage- 
of  large  districts  in  the  Southern  States,  be  said,. 
would  be,  to  put  an  end  to  the  mode  of  election-^ 
eering  practised  in  some  of  them ;  it  would  then 
be  Impossible  for  the  candidates  to  ride  through 
them  as  they  now  did. .  Mr«  A.^aid  he  was  clear- 
ly of  opinion  that  business  could  be  done  as  well ' 
'  and  as  satisfactorily  with  100  as  with  200  mem- 
bers.   He  therefore  moved  to  fill  the  blank  ih  the 
bill  with  50,000. 

Mr,  BoTD  made  some  remfirks  in  favor  of  a 
small  ratio.  From  the  terms  of  the  Constitution, 
making  30,000  the  mipimum,  he  drew  the  infer- 
ence that  thet  illnstriops  framers  of  thai  instru- 
ment had  considered'  30/)00  as  the  most  proper 
ratio.  He  advened,  too,  to  the  safety  produced 
by  having  many  counsellora-^^a'smaU  body  might 
be  led  away  to-  act  rashly,  by  passion,  which 
would  not  have  the  saaM  operation  on  a  larger  = 
bodv. 

Mr.  M-AOOHSafd  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  the  ratio  ought  to  be  fixed,  before  the  result 
of  the  census  was  known.  He  had  no  objection 
to  a  moderate  iucrease  of  the  Dumber  of  members, 
if  they  amouOted  to  so  many  that  one  side  of  the 
House  could  not  hear  the  other  side  speak,  debate 
was  at  end,  and  the  purposes  of  deliberative  le- 
gislation defeated.  He  should  have  Uked  the  bill 
better,  he  said*  if  it  bad  declared  that  the  House, 
of  Representatives  should  hereafter  consist  of  a 
certain  number  of  members,  and  had  left  the  ap- 
portion ment  then  to  be  made  according  to  the 
population.  On  (he  subject  of  electioneeriog,  he 
said,  it  becatnehtm  at  least  to  say  that  that  por- 
tion of  the  people  who  sent  him  here,  had  not 
been  concerned  in  it.  Whatever  might  have 
been  the  practice  elsewhere,  so  far  as  concerned 
his  constituents,  there  had  been  ^  ho  going  about 
or  haranguing.  And,  on  the  subject  of  election- 
eering, said  he.  wherever  the  people  are  free, 
there  will  be  electioneering.  It  belongs  to  free 
Government.  Possibly  'different  parts  of  the 
codntry  may  difier  as  to  the  mode.  In  some,  men 
go  themselves  about  electioneering;  in  others, 
their  friends  do  it  for  them.  In  some,  newspaper 
publications  help  an  election ;  in  others,  they  de- 
stroy it.  In  some  places,  I  have  heard,  the  sacred 
pulpit  is  not  free  from  it ;  in  others,  a  divine 
would  be  destroyed  that  would  attempt  it.  There 
was  not  more  electioneering  South,  Mr.  M.  be- 
lieved, than  elsewhere;  certain  he  was  that  can- 
didates could  not  there  spend  the  sums  of  money  - 
which  he  had  heard  of  being  spent  elsewhere  in 
an  election.  He  concluded  by  saying  he  was  in 
favor  of  a  moderate  increase  of  Representatives. 
He  was  not  afraid  that,  from  a  multitude  of  coun- 
sellors, nothing  would  be  done ;  it  was  quite  as 
much  to  be  feared  from  too  few  that  they,  would 
act  rashly. 

Mr.  S'miub,  urging  the  importance  of  this 
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«qu£stioo,  the  necessitf  of  mature  reflection,  and 
'Sis  owD  doubts  as  to  the  proper  ratio,  moved  that 
4he  Committee  rise,  report  progress,  and  ask  leave 
*^o  sit  again. 

The  Committee  rose— 53  Co  49 — and  obtained 
leave  to  sjt  again. 

FOREIGN  COINS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
.  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  sus- 
pend the  second  section  of  the  act  for  regulating 
lOTPign  coins. 

The  bill  went  through  a  Committee  o£  flie 
Whole,  and  was  reported  to  the  House.  The 
•question  occurred^  'Shall  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
timel 

The  following  section,  from  the  act  of  Febru- 
4iry  9.  1793, isthat  proposed  to  be  suspended: 

**  8bo.  2.  Provided  akoayi,  and  be  it  further  en-^ 
aeiedt  That,  at  the  expiration  of  three  jeart  next  en- 
suing the  time  when  the  eoraage  of  gold  and  ailver, 
agreeably  to  the  aet,  entitled  **An  act  estabKshing  a 
Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of  Ihe  United  States," 
shall  commence  at  the  -Mint  of  the  United  States, 
(whioh  time  sbaU  be  announced  bT  the  prodamalion 
of  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes,)  all  fonigngold 
coins,  and  all  foreign  silver  coins,  except  Spanish  mUied 
dollars  and  parts  of  such  doUan,  shall  cease  to  be  a 
legal  tender,  as  aforesaid." 

Mr.  Root  objected  to  the  passage  of  the  b(n. 
By  an  act  of  April,  1806^  the  above  section  had 
been  suspended  for  three'  years  from  that  date, 
which  period  of  suspension  had  long  ago  expired. 
Why,  he  asked,  now  make  that  a  tender  (not  by 
tale,  but  by  weight)  which  had  not  been  eo  for 
nearly  two  years  past?  He  said  he  certainly 
ahould  not  give  his  vote  for  what  would  subject 
our  citizens  to  su  much  inconvenience.  Was  it 
to  provide  for  coin  in  the  banks,  which  could  not 
otherwise  be  disposed  of  unless  at  a  discount,  or 
sold  to  be  recoined  ?    If  foreign  gold  was  made 


^very  larmer  or  mecnanic  aia  not  pos 
sess  scales  for  weighing  it,  and,  if  t^ey  did,  prob- 
ably had  not  sufficient  acquaintance  with  it  to 
know  to  how  much  so  manv  pennyweights  and 

Sraiqs  amounted.  Be&ides,  he  said,  it  would  be 
attering  to  him,  as  a  citizen,  to  see  the  emblems 
of  bis  own  country  circulating  among  us  in  pref- 
erence to  those  of  a  foreign.  Power. 

Mr.  Mitch  ILL  said  he  was  one  of  those  who 
thought. the  bill  of  no  great  public  inoment,  but 
he  had  rather  it  should  pass  than  not.  He  stated 
the  reason  why  this  section  had  been  heretofore 
auspended,  namely :  that  the  Mint  had  not,  as 
had  been  exjyected,.  thrown  into  circulation  a  suf- 
ficient quantity  of  coin  for  the  current  exchange, 
the  failure  being  produced  first  by  a  want  of  skill, 
perhaps,  in  the  coiners,  and,  subsequently,  by  a 
want  of  bullion  to  work  upon.  Besides,  wneo 
our  dollars  were  coined,  it  was  known  to  every 
one  that  there  was  a  prodigious  exportation  to 
Great  Britain  and  the  East  Indies  i  aad,  when  it 
arrived  in  Great  Britain,  it  was  well  known  that, 
as  from  the  most  scrupulous  honesty,  the  United 
Sutea'  dollars  conuined  ieaa  alloy  than  the  silver 


coins  of  other  oatiooe.  they  were  melted  down  by 
the  frilversmiths  for  plate  and  for  other  purposes. 
If  it  was  expedient  to  allow  foreign  coins  to  cir- 
culate, as  they  now  do,  by  common  eonseot ;  for 
the  purpose  of  avoiding  litigation,  he  waa  willing 
to  make  them  a  legal  tender.  The  law  bad  tl- 
ready  sufficiently  guarded,  by  Tarious  prori&ions, 
which  Mr.  R.  cead^against  the  circula^on  of  spu* 
rioua,  or  any  other  ihaa  good  coin.  With  such 
guards  of.  its  purity,  the  alarm  of  his  colleague 
was  quite  groundless.  The  coins  were  now  cir- 
culating cieyoc/o;  the  bill  proposed  merely,  when 
good,  to  establish  a  Ii^gality  ot  tender  in  relation 
to  them. 

Mr.  SotTTHARO  was  ia  favor  of  the  bill.  He 
viewed  the  decision  on  the  bill  as  hanging  on  tbat 
of  a  question  of  policy;  whether  it  was  expedi- 
ent to  permit  the  circulation  of  any  other  coin 
than  American  and  Spanish  milled  dollars  7  He 
thought  a  legal  circulation  of  gold  coin  would  be 
more  advantageous  than  otherwise, and. therefore 
he  was  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Bacok  said  that,  on  the  general  principle, 
he  conld  not  see  why  foreign  coin  should  be  made 
a  legal  tender,  became  banks  poold  i^oUeet  and 
hare  it  reooined«  But,  at  the^  present  moment, 
under  the  particular  circumstances  growiof  oat 
of  the  non^renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Baak 
of  the  United  States,  which  he  understood  was 
winding  up  its  afiairs,  and  had,  of  course,  heary 
demands  upon  the  State  banka;  and,  apder  the 
pressure  produced  by  this  demand,  or  an  increas- 
ed pressure  created  by  the  baak  to  serve  their 
own  purpoaes,  if  foreign  cojn  were  not  made  a 
legal  tender,  the  shock  upon  tba  banks,  and 
through  them  upon  thecommnntty,  would  be  very 
severe.  Mr.  B..  said  he  was  not,  in  the  preaeat 
crisis  of  afiairs,  inclined  to  giva  to  the  fiiank  of 
the  United  States,  a  focility  to  augment  tbe  pres* 
sure  which  really  existed.  These oonaiderations 
might  not  be  entitled  to  weight,  but  toallow  time 
for  t'urther  consideration  of  tfa^m^  he  mored  that 
the  bill  lie. upon  the  table  till  toHOfiorrow. 

Mr.  Buaw&LL  said,  ia  his  opinion,  the  gentle- 
man who  was  last  up,  bad  taken  a  correct  rtew 
of  the  subject.  As  far  as  he  had  any  information, 
the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States  pressed  very  muck 
upon  the  State  banks,  refusing  to  receire  gold 
coin  in  payment  for  iheir  notes.  Whether  the 
law  passed  or  not  would  have  no  material  effect 
upon  the  country  at  large.  Foreign  gobl  coin 
was  already  circulating,  and  every  one.  who  bad 
a  debt  due  to  him,  was  willing  to  riose  it  by  re- 
ceiving that  coin  in  payment.  But,  Mr.  B.  aaid, 
he  did  belieTe  that  the  crisie  alluded  to  waa  one 
which  deserved  the  consideration  of.  the  House; 
and  he  beliered,  by  passing  such  a  law,  that  they 
would  enable  the  State  banks  to  stand  tbe  storm 
gathering,  over  them. 

His  impression  was  that  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  to  obtain  the  renewal  of  the  charter, 
would  make  every  effort  to  enlist  in  theic  views 
all  the  moneyed  institutions  of  tbe  country ;  and 
if  any  one  showed  a  disposition  to  oppose  tberO" 
newai  of  their  charter,  that  it  would  receive  no 
quarter  from  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States. 
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The  quantity  of  foreign  gold  coin  in  the  country 
coold  not  be  considerable,  bot  might  be  an  object 
to  the  Slate  bankiv.  To  those  gentlemen  who 
wished  to  sustain  the  State  banks,  th«  obiect  of 
this  bill  most  be  very  acceptable.  He  called  the 
attention  of  the  Hbose  to  a  parasfraph  he  had 
teen  iti'the  nen^spapers,  stating  thai,  from  the 
single  port  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  last  year,  there 
bsd  been  eiported  between  twofmd  three  mil- 
lions of  silver  dollars;  and  infitrred  thence  the 
probable  scarcity  of  United  States'  coins*  Mr.  B. 
was  in  ftfor  of  the  bill's  lying  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Sbtbest  said  that,  for* the  information  of 
the  House,  he  wouid  state  th«t  the  case  which 
had  beeo  supposed  as*  likefj  to  exist;  had  really 
occurred.  Tne  Bank  of  the  United  States  had 
pressed  opon  the  State  banks^  refusinff  to  receive 
io  psyment  foreign  gold  coin,  which  had'  been 
leodefed,  nnlBsa  at  a  reduced  ralue.  He  was, 
therefore,  of  opf nion  tharthe  bill  ought  to  pass. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  Ha  on  the  table-^yeas 
50,nays43. 


Friday,  December  14.. 

Another  new  member,  to  wif :  from  MassachtH 
setts,  AatJAR  Bioelow,  elected  Co  supply  the 
Tacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Wil- 
lism  Stedinad,  appeared,  was  qualified,  alid  took 
his  sest. 

Mr.  SotTTBABD,  from  the  Committeoof  ReVisal 
aod  Unfinished  Basiness.  made  a  reptfrtin  part ; 
which  was  read,  and  oroered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  NiwTON,  from  the- Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manofaetures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petitions  of  Isaac  Clason,  and  Archibald 
McCaii,  pretemed  a  bill  authorizing  the  issuing 
ofdebenfores  in  certain  cases;  which  was  read 
twice  aod  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the* 
Wbote  on  Wednesday  next* 

Oa  motion  of  Mr*  Qold, 

Raolved^  That  a  cemmhtee  be  appointed  to 
ioquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law. 
for  aseertaifiing  and  settling  the  controverted 
boDodary  of  the  public  land,  at  West  Point,  in 
the  State  of  New  York ;  and  that  they  h«ve  leave 
10  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Gold,  Mr.  Qbay,  Mr.  Winn,  Mr.  Allen, 
aod  Mr.  FaANKLtjr,  were  appointed  a  committee, 
persaant  to  the  said  resolution. 

Go  motion  of  Mr.  P.  B.  Porter,  , 

Reiolved,  'that  ihe  Committee  of  Commerce 
aod  Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
(be  expediency  of  removing  the  office  of  the  Col- 
lector of  cQstoms  for  the  District  of  Bufialo.  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  from  the  village  of  Buf- 
falo, to  Black  Rock. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  Hoirse  resumed 
the  coDsideratfOB  of  the  hill  to  suspend  the  second 
Kctioo  of  the  act  regulating  foreign  coins. 

Mr.  Qdinct  moved  a  recommitment  of  the 
bill  to  a  select  committee,  on  the  ground  that  it 
wooki,  he  apprehended,  as  it  at  present  stood,  go 
to  admit  the  gold  coins  of  foreign  Powers  to  cir- 
colaie  at  their  nominal,  instead  of  their  real  value ; 
by  which  meaBu  eerta§&  eoifla  would  become  a 


tender  at  their  Bomtnal  value,  whidi  were  ndt 
worth  so  much  by  four  cents  in  the  dollar.  To 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  he  said,  there  could  be  no 
objection  ;  and  he  only  wished  that  a  committee 
should  be  appointed  to  examine  the  operation  of 
the  bill  and  ascertain  whether  it  would  be  aa  he 
suspected  or  not. 

After  a  few  bbservations'from  Messrs.  MtTOBf  ll 
and  Bacon  on  tbe  subject,  the  bill  was  referred 
to  a  committee  of  five. 

'Mr.  doiNCT^Mr.  Mitchell, Mr.  Newton, Mr. 
dsYBBRT,  and  Mr.  Pitkin,  were  appbinted  the 
said  committee. 

Mr.SREFFEY  presented  thememorialof  Sin>eon 
Knight,  stating  that  (le.  whilst  acting  as  a  pay* 
master  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  bad, 
under  the  anthofity  of  the  late  Secretary  of  War, 
General  Henry  Dearborn,  paid  to  Brigadier  Gen- 
aral  Jaines  Wilkinson  the  sum  of  $1,450,  being 
the  amount  of  extra  rations  allowed  him  as  com- 
mander of  a  separate  post  whilst  at  New  Orleans ; 
but  that  on  presenting  his  vouchers  for  settlement 
at  the  War  Office,  payment  of  the  same  was 
withheld ;  and  praying  relief.— Referred  to  Ihe 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Van  Horn  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
first  and  second  chambers  of  the  City  Council  of 
Washington,  praying  for  certain  alterations  in 
their  charier.-^Reflerred  to'the  Committee  on  the 
Dbtrict  of  Columbia. 

APPOKTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  51  to  44,  on  the  bill  for  apportioning 
the  Repretontatives  according  to  the  third  enu- 
meratton  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  -  pending  when  the  Committee 
rose  yesterday  was  on  oiling  the  blank  for  the 
ratio  of  apportionment  with  SOfiOO. 
This  question  was  ioat,  yeas  26. 
The  question  having  been  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  fot-  the  number  to  entitle  to  one  Represent- 
ative with  43,000,  and  lost- 
Mr.  FiBCsaid  it  would  be  gratifying  to  him  if 
any  member  would  state  his  reasons  In  favor  of 
a  small  number.  They  were  now,  he  said,  legis- 
lating on  a  great  quesnon;  one  aa  materiallv  af- 
fecting the  rights  of  the  people  as  apy  which 
would  come  before  them  during  the  present  ses- 
sion. He  had  been  disappoint^  in  the  results  of 
several  questions,  which  had-beeo  decided  in  Com- 
mittee; for,  from  the  best  calculation  he  could 
make  frotai  the4ast  returns,  the  ratio  of  one  for 
every  forty  thousand  would  yield  an  aggregate 
numoer  of  upward  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
members ;  more  taan  could  be  accommodated  in 
this  room,  a  larger  number  than  was  admissible 
under  a  rule,' mentioned  yesterday,  viz:  that 
more  should  not  be  admitted  than  could  hear 
each  other  speak.  If  we  increase  the  number  ac- 
cording to  the  standard  which  seems  to  be  con- 
sidered proper  by^some,  to  what  extent  will  it 
not  carry  nsl  if  we  once  establish  the  role  that 
the  Representatives  shall  be  so  apportioned  aa 
that  no  State  shall  be  deprived  of  a  Representa- 
tive,  we  ahaU,  for  the  next  ten  years,  have  at 
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least  two  hundred  and  tWeolf ;  and,  for  the  ten 
years  following,  perbsps  three  hondied  and  fifty. 
Did  any  gentleman  wish  such  extension  of  their 
number?  How  di8])roportionate  woald  it  be  to 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  fronoi  which 
it  was  already  remarked  that  every  measure  of 
interest,  every  measure  called  energetic,  origina- 
ted* Numbers  were  not  important  in  the  National 
Legislature,  the  members  of  which  were  deputed 
to  transact  national,  not  local  business ;  not  to 
guard  personal  rights  or  property,  but  the  interest 
of  the  nation.  And  were  not  an  hundred  or  an 
iiondred  and  fifty  members,  Mr.  F.  asked,  as  com- 
petent to  transact  business  as  double  that  ntim- 
oer  ?  He  had,  on  this  question,  no  views  but  such 
as  resulted  from  a  desire  to  &x  on  the  most  proper 
ratio.  Independent  of  the  representation  of  any 
of  the  Territories,  if  erected  into  States,  if  the 
ratio  of  forty  thousatid  were  fixed  on,  it  would, 
at  the  lowest  calculatioUi  give  one  hundred  and 
.  eighty-seven. members;  and,  if  the  present  ratio 
of  thirty-three  thousand  were  continued,  there 
would  be  two  hundred  and  twenty  or  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty  members  in  the  thirteenth  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  BoTD  said  he  felt  himself  called  upon  to 
make  some  remarks,  though  he  did  not  expect 
anything  he  could  say  would  make  any  great  im- 
pression. The  argument  of  the  incapacity  of  the 
House  to  contain  a  large  number  of  members 
ought,  he  said,  to  have  no  effect.  The  room  was 
built  for  their  atQOmmodatlon,  and  if  it  should 
prove,  hereafter,  too  small,  could  be  changed  or 
altered.  The  Constitution,  he  apprehended,  had 
intimated  that  thirty  thousand  was  the  proper 
ratio,  and  that  so  it  ought  to  remain,  until  the 
people  saw  fit  to  amend  the  Constitution.  He 
denied  the  right  of  Congress,  by  any  act  of  theirs, 
to  take  away  froth  a  State  one .  or  more  of  the 
Representatives  which  it  now  has.  He  believed 
it  would  be  contrary  to  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Gold  considered  this  bill  as  a  very  impor- 
tant one,  as  fixing  the  construction  to  be  put  on  a 
provision  of  the  Constitution.  While,  oh  the 
one  hand,  it  might  be  admitted  that  business 
would  be  in  general  better  done  by  a  small  nntn- 
ber  of  Representatives,  yet,  on  the  other  hand, 
-there  were  important  considerations  in  favor  of  a 
large  number,  as  g^entlemen  would  find  by  refer- 
ring to  the  discussions  at  the  period  of  the  adop- 
uon  of  the  Constitution.  It  was  than  feared  by 
some  that  the  representation  of  so  great  a  people 
would  be  too  small.  If  gentlemen  would  refer 
to  a  number  of  papers,  drawn  up  by  an  associa- 
tion of  gentlemen,  at  that  time,  and  published 
under  the  title  of  'The  Federalist,"  they  would 
find  various  arguments  used  to  induce  the.  Legis- 
lature to  make  the  representation  full ;  so  that, 
at  that  period,  no  apprehensions  had  existed  of 
the  Representatives  becoming  too  numerous. 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  supposed  that  the  public 
confidence  would  be  impaired  by  having  a  small 
delegation.  In  adverting  to  the  relaxed  state  of 
the  Union,  and  how  much  it  was  exposed  to  be 
shook  by  attempts  to  weaken  it,  it  was  supposed 
that  pnblie  eonfideact  would  be  inspired|  aad 


ffeneral  satisfaetton  given,  by  th^  seleettoa  of  i 
large  number.  It  was  true,  Mr.  G.  said,  that  rep- 
resentation might  swell  so  much  as  to  operate  to 
the  exclusion  of  l^islalion  ;  but  the  House  of 
Representatives  would  not,  even  if  the  prescDt 
ratio  were  retained,  be  so  numerous  as  mMy 
other  legislative  bodies  ivt  the  Union.  He  had 
no  objection  to  increasing  the  numbers  of  tin 
House  of  Representatives  to  such  an  amount  u 
would  permit. public  business  to  be  done  with  h- 
cility.  Gentlemen  might  differ  as  to  the  preeiie 
ratio ;  but,  while  they  argued  in  favor  of  a  small 
number,  from  the  inconveniedce  of  a  large  dele- 
gation, he  hoped,  they  would  conecive  with  Jhia 
that  weil-.groubded  apprehensions  misht  be  ea- 
t^tained  of  the  evils  whicli  would  resui  from  in 
being  too  small. 

Mr.  PoTTBB  expressed  his  belief  that  Mr.Fisi 
had  miscalculated  the  amount  of  the  present  pop- 
ulation of  the  United  Statea.  Hewasalsosgiiosi 
so  large  a  ratio  as  forty  thousand,  as,  id  all  pro^ 
ability,  Rhode  Island  would  then  have  a  fraction 
of  thirty-nine  thousand.  He  said,  he  cooid  pot 
conceive  the  necessity  of  acting  on  the  sabjeet 
at  this  time,  or  why  gentlemen  should  be  afraid 
of  knowing  what  was  4he  actual  population  of 
each  State.  He  was  himself  in'  fovor  of  tbe  oM 
ratio;  for  that  which  was  proposed  would  nroba* 
bly  deprive  Rhode  hiand  of  one  of  her  Kepre- 
seatatives,  and  a  State  might  as  well  be  unrepre- 
sented as  to  have  but  one  I>elegata.  It  wai  im- 
possible for  one  Repres^tattva  to  be  omnipreteot, 
and  the  interesu  of  the  State  might  sometinM 
suffer  from  his  absence.  TheSute  of  Delaware, 
well  represamed  aaahe  waa,  hairing  but  oaeReih 
reseniative  in  Congress^  was  uarepreseoted  half 
her  time.  The  ratio  of  forty  thousand,  he  appre- 
hended, woukt  not  add  one  to  the  present  oumbtr 
of  the  if  ouse  of  Representatives* 
'  Mr.  MiTcBiLL  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  lajip 
est  number  proposed  ;  and,  not  having,  been  able 
to  obtain  that,  be  should  vote  for  the  largest  <» 
which  a  majoiiity  could  agree.  In  the  diiuut 
represented  by  his  colleague  (Mr.MoiiroaD)aDd 
himself,  there  were  probably  one  ha  ad  red  and 
twenty  thousand  souls^  and  yet  he  had  not  betro 
any  murmuring  that  they  were  not  adequately 
represented.  Mr.  M.  said  ha  was  guided  in  oi* 
decision  on  this  subject  by  eonsideratioos  of  ▼'* 
rious  kinds  i  one  of  which. was,  the  inereaied  ex- 
pense of  GiovernmeBt  from  an  enlarged  ^epr^ 
senution.  If  genllemen  served,  Aonorif  r^uij^ 
as  in  the  British  Government,  he  said  he  shootf 
not  have  the  same  obieotion.  There  was  tbeie 
no  great  expense,  and  biit  a  comparatively  siniu 
attendance,  the  number  necessary  to  form  a  q^ 
rum  being  much  smaller.  But,  when  it  was  tii« 
into  consideration  that  every  Representative  htn 
drew  a  qitantum  of  the  publie  money,  it  bec^ 
a  serious  question,  on  economical  ®^'^^^^'^ 
whether  they  ought  ro  make  so  large  a  «^^z, 
on  the  publie  funds  as  an  ini^eased  '^'^j':! 
tion  would  require.  In  a  Government  watcowj 
its  treasury  with  so  much  care,  and  h*'*"^^ 
two  modes  of  procuring  revenue— frota  coo^ 
mense  aad  the  pubUc  laada— iheyoogbt  to  sv 
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eiotioos  how  tlief  eonsttmed  the  fioaaeee  of  tb« 
eoootiy. 

Another  considermtioD  in  favor  of  a  large  ratio, 
Mr.  M.  said,  Was  this:  that  this  hody^was  bow, 
iohisjadfineiit,  quite  «s  nvmerous  as  was  con- 
sistent with  a  distinct  peffotmance  of  the  public 
bostoess.  He  tneaot  no  reflecttoo  od  the  Houate 
wiieo  he  remarked,  that  it  now  required  all  the 
skiiJ  of  the  Speaker  to  keep  order,  and  as  much 
exertion  of  the  lungs  as  possible  for  a  speaker  tb 
make  himself  heard.  It  this  assembly  became 
more  maltitodinous,  be  could  not  see  how  it  was 
possible,  under  all  the  restri4Uions  that  couid  be 
devised,  that  public  business  could  be  perfbrmed. 
He  believed  an  aasembly  of  persons,  however  \Xk* 
dividnaliv  respectable  and  dignified,  when  they 
^ot  togetner,  under  the  influence  of  warm  feelr 
mg!^  or  party  prejudices  and  excitements,  .would 
exhibit  soeh  a  scene  of  disorder  as  to  reflect  no 
credit  on  themselves,  A  restriction  te  the  num- 
ber of  the  raembera  composing  the  House  of  Rep- 
leKQtatives,  would  eonduce  extremely  ta  the  dig- 
nity of  that  body,  to  the  disppitch  of  mi8iness,and 
to  the  comfort  of  their  coostituents. 

Congress,  Mr.  M.  said,  did  not  convene  here 
to  legislate  or  ail  the  subjects  of  the  rights  of 
citizens.  Oar  Government  is,  he  contended,  a 
peenliar  piece  of  machinery,  an  vmperitvrwinim- 
perio.  The  Representatives  to  Congress  left  b^ 
iu'od  them  Legislatures,  whose  province  it  was  to 
take  care  of  the  |»ersonai  rights  and  the  rights  of 
property  of  our  citizens.  Wiih  these  concerns, 
add  Mr.  M.,  we  have  nothing  to  do.  We  meet 
here  nader  a  Constitution  expressly  framed  and 
devised  for  legislating  on  select  subjects,  which,  on 
acconat  of  the  generality  of  their  nature,  could 
not  be  confided  to  the  several  States.  When, 
tbeo,  we  consider  the  narrow  ground)^  we  have 
to  J^'slate  on,  that  our  great  privileges  are  left 
at  home,  we  shall  be  convinced  that  there  is  i|o 
occasion  that  this  body  should  be  as  numerous  as 
if  we  were  concerned  in  the  great  questions  of 
property  and  right,  which  are  soured  by  the 
CoDstittttion,  under  the  guardianship  of  the  State 
Legislatures,  and  of  the  courts  for  the  furthering 
of  jostice.  If  I  were  to  quote  a  precedent  of  a 
Legislatnre  for  commanding  influence,  and  for 
wisdom  and  sagacity  in  carrying  us  through  an 
trdaoQs  contest  whilst  struggling  for  our  iiber^' 
ties,!  should  quote  the  Old  Congress — limited  in 
somber,  but  remarkable  for  the  honesty  and  fideU 
ity.with  which  they  performed  what  a  more  no- 
meroQs  body  could  not  haveacoomplished.  And, 
i(  I  wished  to  cite  an  instance  of  the  evils  to  be 
dreaded  from  a  numerous  assembly,  I  should 
qoote  the  National  Convention  of  France,  where 
representatives,  assembling  in  great  number,  ex- 
hibited such  a  spectacle  of  disorder  as  I  hope  we 
shall  never,  b^  a  multitude  of  counsellors,  run 
the  risk  of  imitating.  The  great  object  is,  that 
the  people  should  be  satisfied  with,  their  repre- 
sentation in  this  House,  and  that  they  should  be 
perfectly  informed  of  the  character  as  to  bou- 
nty, probity,  and  intelligence,  which  their  Rep- 
resentative piossesses.  Now,  sir,  it  is  my  opinion 
that  if,  from  every  forty  thousand  aouls,  the  peo- 


ple select  such  a  Representattte  as^from  his  prop* 
erty  is  not  likely  to  be  swerved  from  his  doty  by 
the  hope  of  office,  if  they  are  secure  of  his  integ- 
rity, and  satisfied  of  his  capacity  to  perform  the 
functions  delegated  to  him.  they  will  be  as  well 
satisfied  tha|  forty  thousand  souls  should  be  rep- 
resented by  one,  as  that  every  thirty  thousand 
should  be  entitled  to  a  Representative.  It  is  not 
in  proportion  to  the  ndmber  of  lep'slaiors  that 
advantages  accrue  to  a  nation,  but  m  proportion 
to  the  weight  of  character  of  such  persons.  And 
in  free  Qovernments,  predicated  on  such  princi- 
ples as  ours,  it  is  to  be  presume^d  that  the  people 
will  choose  ^ch  persons;  and  for  this  reason, 
that,  in  considering  the  theory  of  our  Constitu- 
tion, we  must  first  suppose  the  electofs  are  intel- 
ligent, and,  in  the  next  place,  that  they  are  virtu- 
ous. If  these  be  .not  two  pillars  on  which  the 
Constitution  rests,  in  its  trbe  theory,  1  know  not 
what  that  Constitution  is. 

tJnder  the  impressionsr  which  he  entertained 
on  this  subject,  Mr  M.  hoped,  before  the  question 
was  taken  on  the  number  forty  thousand,  that 
gentlemen  would  reflect  on  the  serious  conse- 
quences of  rejecting  this  number  and  taking  a 
smaller.  Under  the  conviction  that  a  represen- 
tatipn  on  the  ratio  of  one  for  every  forty  thou-: 
sand  would  be  entitled  to  the  full  confidence  of 
the  people,  and  under  the  serious  apprehension 
that  from  an  increased  representation  great  det- 
riment would  result  to  the  public  business,  he  felt 
himself  compelled  to  toie  fbr  the  number  now 
proposed. 

The  question  on  forty  thousand  was  taken,  and 
carried — yeas  IB.  The  Committee  of  the  Whole 
rose  and  reported  the  bill,  and  the  question  oc- 
curred of  concurring  with  the  report  of  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said  that  he  had  not  expected  that 
a  bill  of  sb  much  importance  would  have  pro-' 
gressed  so  far,  and  gone  through  the  Committee 
of  |be  Whole  in  so  rapid  a  manner  as  this  had. 
What,  he  asked  of  the  House,  was  settled  by  the 
passage  of  this  bill?  Nothing  was,  or  could  be. 
settled  by  the  present  Congress,  unless  the  re- 
turns Were  maoe  from  the  different  States  of  the 
number  of  inhabitants  in  each  State,  before  the 
bill  became  a  law ;  for  Congress  alone  could  des- 
ignate and  specify  the  number  of  Representa- 
tives which  each  State  should  send.  The  laws 
heretofbi-e  passed,  designating  the  number  of 
Representatives,  had,  at  the  same  time,  declared 
the  ratio,  and  specified  the  number  of  Represent- 
atives of  each  State.  Congress  alone  were  com- 
petent to  decide  on  the  legality  of  the  returns, 
and  on  their  act  aione  cotnd  the  State  Legisla- 
tures proceed.  Mr.  P.  presumed  np  member 
would  say  that  it  should  be  (eft  to  the  Executive, 
or  any  Department  of  the  Government,  to  say 
how  many  Representatives  each  State  should 
send  to  Congress.  The  present  Congress  might 
fix  the  ratio'  as  they  pleased,  but  it  would  not  be 
obligatory  on  the  next  Congress,  who  could,'  and 
undoubtedly  would,  modify  or  reverse  it  as  they 
should  think  prdper.  This  bill,  was,  therefore, 
premature,  and,  in  fact,  would  not  settle  the  prin- 
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ciple  which  it  proposed  to  decide.  He  wait,  |bere- 
fore,  on  this  ground,  opposed  to  to  the  passage  of 
ibis  bill;  and  he  beliered  the  inconvenience  of 
deciding  it  now  would  be  greater  than  if  the 
business  were  to  rest  until  after  tbe  returns  were 
made. 

With  respect  to  the  number  by  which  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  should  be  represented 
for  the  ensuing  ten  years,  Mr.  P.  said,  he  would 
agree  that  there  was  a  considerable  diversity  of 
opinion,  not  only  in  this  House,  but  in  th'e  nation. 
But  he  had  been  not  a  little  astonished  ta  hear 
the  arguments  of  some  gentlemen,  evidently  in- 
consistent with  the  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. This  is  a.Qovernmentof  t-he  people,  add. 
as  popiilation  increases,  representation  shoula  also 
increase,  in  a  certain  proportion*  This,  Mr.  P. 
considered  one  of  tbe  first  maxims  of  Govern- 
ment.. GentteoEien  had  a«ked  whether  the  most 
important  laws  had  not  generally  originated  in  tbe 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  had  thence 
drawn  the  inference  that  asmall  number  was  best. 
If  this  argument  proved  anything,  what  was  it  ? 
Why,  as  energy  was  the  great  principle,  and  as 
the  Qovernment  of  Bonaparte  was,  probably^  the 
most  energetic  in  the  world^  that  bis  Government 
was,  therefore,  better  than  ours.  Our  Qovern- 
ment, said  Mr.  P.,  is  not  iai  Government  (in  this 
branch  especially)  of  energy,  ll  is  a  Govern- 
ment of.  confidence ;  and  when  our  population  is 
double  its  present  amount,  the  people  will  not  be 
antisfied  with  tbe  same  number  of  Representa- 
tives as  is  now  fixed.  I  was,  therefore,  sir,  not  a 
little  surprised  to  see  so  many  gentlemen  vote  for 
ai  ratio  ol  fifty  thousand,  when,  by  fixing  on  that 
ratio,  even  our  present  number  would  be  lessened. 
I  ask  whether  this  accords  with  the  principles  ot 
republican  Government?  I  apprehend  not,  sir. 
It  IS  very  well  known,  thiit  the  Constitution,  when 
adopted,  was  a  matter  of  compromise  among  the 
States ;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  this  compro- 
mise, the  States,  which  were  before  in  some 
measure  independent  of  each  other,  sacrificed  a 
part  of  their  rights,  agreeing  to  be  represented  in 
general  Congress,  but  in  a  certain  way.  I  do  apf> 
preheoU,  sir,  that,  as  respects  fixing  the  ratio,  it 
will  be,  at  present,  most  for  the  interest  of  th9 
United  States,  and  our  best  policy,  so  to  arrange 
it  as  that  no  State  of  the  Union  should  be  de- 
prived of  any  part  of  its  representation  on  this 
floor.  This  pnnciple,  at  some  future  period,  per- 
haps, will  not  be  the  one  which  will,  or  ought  to 
govern  this  House;  because  inequalities  are  con- 
atantly  ari>ing,  and  new  States  are  forming  to  the 
West  and  South,  whichj  in  coarse  of  time,  would 
increase  the  representation  in  this  House  in  sach 
«  degree  as,  at  some  distant  day,  to  deprive  some 
of  the  old  thirteen  States  of  a  representation  on 
this  floor.  But,  whenever  the  time  comes  when 
the  old  States  will  be  placed,  in  some  measure,  in 
a  degraded  situation,  what  will  be  their  feelings? 
It  will  be  a  fruitful  cause  of  jealousy,  and  will 
add  another  to  the  sources  which  already  too 
much  prevaiL 

I  think,  therefore,  that  gentlemen,  when  they 
reflect  upon  it,  will  be  of  opinion  that  the  preseat 


i«  the  most  correct  rale,  that  they  will  do  nothing 
which  shall  tend  to  divide  the  States  into seetioos 
of  North,  East,  West,  or  Sooth.  I  do  not  like 
these  distinctions  at  ail-;  they  will  come  tooa 
enough  without  our  -seeking  them ;  and  I  fear 
they  will  come  too  aoon.  If  the  ratio  be  oow 
fixed  by  which  some  States  will  be  deprived  of 
a  part  of  their  present  representation,  it  will  tesd 
to  excite  jealousies  which  it  will  be  difficult  to 
allay.  These  States  will  feel  themselves  dem* 
ded ;  right  or  wrong,  they  wilt  suppose  that  their 
influence  is  diminishing  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation.  I  apprehend  that,  by  fixing  the  ratio  it 
forty  thousand,  this  will  be  the  case  with  three 
or  four  States..  Unless  there  be  some  inxperiooi 
necessity  for  this  course,  1  ask  gentlemen,  wh^ 
ther  it  be  wise  or  politic  to  fmrsue  it  ?  Tbe  great 
family  of  the  nation  was  orixinalty  composed  of 
thirteen  branches,  all  of  whom  contributed  sioek 
to  it.  W  ben  the  time  comes  when  these  braoehei 
see  their  members  on  this  ^oor  lopped  ofi^  rerf 
-unpleasant  feelings  will  be  excited.  The  ratio 
of  forty  thousand,  depriviojg  some  States  of  a  part 
of  their  presentrepresentation,  will  probably  leare 
them  large  fractionSi  which  must  remain  hi  ten 
years  uii represented*  I  am  willing  to  fix  oq  such 
a  ratio  as  shall  place  every  Slate  at  least  apoa 
its  present  footing  in  this  House.  I  appreheod, 
when  the  ^returns  are  received,  that  the  ratio  of 
thirty-seven  or  thirty-eight  thousand  will  attaia 
this  object.  In  ten  years  more  it  may  be  politic  to 
^x  on  such  a  ratio  as  shall  take  from  someStttes 
one  or  more  Representatives;  but  at  that  lime 
such  a  course  will  be  more  readily  acquiexed  la 
than  now. 

As  to  the  expense  of  an  additional  representa- 
tion, Mr.  P.  said  it  ought  not  to  be  thought  of  a 
single  moment.  Whust  we  have  a  representa- 
tive Government,  expense  will  attend  it.  In  the 
State  Legislatures,  some  of  whose  branches  con- 
fain  from  two  to  five  hundred  members  no  in- 
convenience of  this  kind  had  been  foood  which 
had  induced  them  to  change^  the  representa- 
tion. Neither,  Mr«  P.  said,  could  he  ^sonseat  to 
the  argument  that  the  matters  which  came  before 
Congress  were  of  such  small  importance  com- 
pared with  those  which  came  before  the  State 
Legislatures,  that  therefore  the  number  of  Rep- 
resentatives ought  Jo  be  diminished.  The  aeu 
of  Congress  wer^  vastly  more  important;  thcf 
went  to  efiect  the  liberty  and  i>roperty  of  ererf 
maa  in  the  nation,  and  to  aii  infinite  extent alfflott. 
That  argument  therefore  had  no  weight. 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  hoping  that  the  Honse 
would  fix  on  some  ratio  between  thirty-three  ana 
forty  thousand,  keeping  in  view  State  ^<^''i°«^f| 
well  as  the  principle  that  representation  sbonU 
gradually  increase  with  population. 

Mr.  duiNPY  said  that  the  agitation  of  thisqaes- 
tion  at  the  present  moment  had  uken  him  t^ 
much  by  surprise  as  it  had  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut.  He  had  no  idea  that  a  question  ^ 
pregnant  with  interest  would  be  hurried  w^®"J° 
the  House  in  this  way.  His  object  in  risiiig  v>| 
to  obtain  a  postponement  of  the  question  ^V^^ 
time  in  the  next  week,  for  the  oooniderauoa  <»* 
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poiDt,  which  t9  hb  mind  was  importilnt.  He  ob- 
jected to  the  bill  OQ  the  principle  that  it  would  be 
aTiolatioo  of  the  CoDstitutlon  to  pass  it.  h  weot 
toe&tablish  a  rariowbicb^  in  its  effect,  mast  be 
abortife.    The  Constitaiion  says: 

''RepresentatiTes  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned 
smoBg  the  seTeral  States  which  may  be  included  within 
this  Uaion,  aooording  to  their  respective  numbers, 
which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole  num- 
ber offree  persons,  inclading  thoser  bovnd  to  serrice  for 
slam  of  years*  and,  exdading  Indians  not  taxe^,  three- 
fifths  of  all  other  persons.  The  actual  eAumeration 
shsll  be  Blade  widiin  three  years  sfter  tha  first  meet^ 
ing  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  witlun 
every  sabsequent  term. of  ten  years,  in  avtdk  manner  as 
they  shsll  by  law  direct.  The  number  of  Reoresenta* 
tives  fbsU  not  Exceed  one  for  every  thirty  uoosand, 
but  each  State  ahatt  have  at  least  one  Representative.*' 

The  Consttiutioa  then  had  speci'ficftlly  made  it 
the  doty  of  the  Hoose  to  apportion  the  represeo- 
tatioD  of  each  State  aeeording  to  ita  respeetire 
numbers.  Was  it  not,  he  asked,  infioiteiy  abaord 
aoda  direet  Ttolation  of  the  Constitution,  toappor« 
tioD  the  represeotatibn  before  these  numbers  w^re 
koowD?  When  the  Ck>n8titat1on  had  made  it  a 
duty  to  do  a  thing  according  to  a  standafd*  pre- 
teribed,  would  thejr  do  that  thing  before  that 
standard  could  be  jo  posaession  of  the  House? 
Suppose  that  in  1791,  before  the  numbers  of  the 
Slates  were  kno^,  Congress  had  undertaken  to 
&x  the  ratio  of  representation*— would  not  the 
Hsil  have  rung  wnh  the  exolamations  that  it  was 
s  violation  of  the  Constitution  ?  And  how  would 
this  bill,  Mr.  Q,,  asked,  less  violate  the  Constitu- 
tion than  such  an  act  would  have  done  1  For, 
as  to  the  numbera  to  be  ascertained  by  the  pre- 
sent cenaos,  Congress  were  as  little  competent  to 
decide  as  they  were  before  any  census  was  taken. 
This  was  the  ground  on  which  he  objected  to  the 
bill  as  anconstitutional,  and  which  be  wished  an 
opportunity  thoroughly  to  examine.  He  there- 
fore moved  that  the  bill  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FtaK  said,  it  bad  been  deemed  desirable 
to  fix  the  ratio  before  the  numbers  of  each  Stiite 
were>aKertaiDed,  so  as  to  avoid  the  difficultj 
which  would  arise  from  the  fractions,  and  to  af- 
ford ao  accommodation  to  the  State  Legielatares, 
which  would  be  in  session  before  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Congress.  It  would  indeed  be  necessary 
to  pass  a  law  declaring  the  number  of  Represen- 
tatives to  be  sent  by  each  State;  bat  that  would 
be  a  mere  matter  of  form,  if  the  ratio  were  pre- 
vioQsljr  ascertained  bjr  law. 

Mr»  F.  treated  the  idea  of  this  bill's  being  un- 
eoostitutional,  as  altogether  unwarranted  hy  fact ; 
for  it  did  not  fix  the  apportionment,  but  merely 
the  ratio,  according  to  which  the  Representatives 
shonld  be  apportioned  among  the  States  when 
their  respective  numbers  were  known. 

Mr.  F.  observed  that  it  would  seem  that  Con- 
fess had  heretofore  entertained  a  livelier  idea  of 
the  importance  of  a  numerous  representation  than 
the  people,  for,  as  far  as  the  latter  had  acted,  they 
had  shown  themselves  averse  to  a  larffe  delega- 
tion.   Mr.  F*  read  the  foilowiog  paragrapl^ : 

"  Ar.  1.  After  the  first  eanmeration  reqnired  by 


the  first  srtide  of  the  Constitotion,  there  shall  be  one 
representative  for  every  thirty  thousand,  until  the  nom- 
b«ar  shall  amount  to  one  hundred,  sfter  which  the  pro- 
portion shall  be  so  regulated  by  Congress  that  there  shall 
be  not  less  than  one  hundred  Representatives,  or  less 
than  one  Representativo  for  every  forty  thousand  per- 
sons, until  the  number  of  Rtpreseotativea  shall  amount 
to  two  hundred ;  after  which  the  proportion  shall  be  so 
regulated  by  Congress,  that  there  shall  be  not  less  thmi 
two  hundred  Representatives,  nor  more  than  one  Rep- 
iiesenutivo  for  every  fifty  thousand  persons." 

This  he  said  was  one  of  the  two  articles  of  the 
Constitution  which  had  not  been  ratified.  What 
WHS  the  inference  but  that  the  people  were  op- 
posed to  anenlarged  representation  7 

It  has  been  argued,  as  an  objection  to  the  bill, 
that  the  next  Congress  would  not  be  bound  by  it, 
aa  they  might  repeal  or  amend  it.  Did  not  this 
aiigumealapnly  withe^ual  force  against  all  le- 
gislation ?  It  might  with  eqoaL  propriety  be  said 
that  the  apportionment  act  of  >B02  was  not  ob> 
ligatory  on  the  aeveral  Congrease^  which  suc- 
ceeded it,  because  it  might  have  been  repealed. 
But  as  tnejr  did  not  see  fit  to  repeal  it,  neither 
tlid  he  suppose  the  next  Congress  woOld  see  fit' to 
repeal  this,  if  passed  into  a  law. 

Mr.  PiTKiic  said  he  was  only  very  sorry  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  did  not  see  the 
difference  between  this  and  ordinary  laws,  which 
take  effect  immediately  after  their  passage;  whilst 
this  law  could  have  no  effect  until  1813,  and  was 
a  dead  letter  until  another  law  was  passed  to  give 
it  life.  No  State  Legislature  could  with  safety 
proceed  to  district  a  State  according  to  the  ratio 
prescribed  by  this  bill,  because  it  could  not  take 
effect  till  the  next  session  of  Congresa.  Gentle- 
men would  find  that  .$be  apportionment  laws 
heretofore  enacted  had  not  been  passed  until  the 
session  preceding  the  4th  of  March  en  which 
they  were  to  have  effect;  and  he  could  see  no 
possible  reason  for  changing  the  usual  course. 

Mr.  WatoHT  was  in  favor  of  postponing,  and 
decidedly  opposed  to  the  bilL  He  waa against  ii| 
because  it  proposed  to  bestow  on  others  a  power 
residing  in  Congress.  If  this  law  were  to  pass, 
could  the  Secretary  of  State  be  authorized  to 
declare  the  number  of  Representatives  to  which 
each  State  wea  entitled  ?  Could  Congress  trans- 
fer to  him  legislative  power,  and  authorize  him 
to  declare  of  how  many  members  this  body 
should  eonaist  1  He  presumed  nott  The  power 
was  vested  in  Congress,  and  not  in  the  Secretary 
of  Sute.  But  gentlemen  were  desirous  now  to 
fix  the  number  of  souls  which  should  entitle  to  a 
Representative— and  why?  That  the  Stete  Le- 
gislatures, understanding  the  number  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  which  they  are  entitled  from  know-, 
ing  the  census,  may  proceed  to  district  their 
Stales,  in  anticipation  of  the  law  to  be  passed  by 
Congress.  But  their  acts  would  not  be  conclu- 
sive, because  Congress  might  change  the  ratio, 
and  they  would  have  to  undo  all  they  had  done. 
Mr.  W.  hoped  that  this  business  would  be  post- 
poned, until,  as  heretofore.  Congress  should  be 
possessed  of  all  the  information  of  which  the 
nature  of  the  ease  woald  admit.    When  the  cen- 
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9US  was  received  from  the  President  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  States  they  would  be  much  better  able  to  act 
than  now.  In  Hhis  case,  Mr.  W.  said  he  held 
himself  imperiously  bound  to  follow,  the  steps  of 
.his  predecessors.  He  held  it  a  correct  maxim  in 
general,  that  the  practice  of  to-day  should  be  the 
precedent  for  to-morrow.  Why  need  they  de- 
cide this  huaijieas  immediately?  There  were  yet 
.some  months  in  the  sesston,.aod  time  enooeh  to 
'reflect  on  the  subject.  Why  legislate  by  halves  ? 
If  this  law  were  passed,  Mr.  W.  asked,  was  it 
perfect  1  .  Did  it  declare  to  how  many  Repre- 
sentatives each  State  should  be  entitled?  He 
lattd  he  could  refer  to  eases  in  which  errors  had 
occurred  in  the  eeosas;  and  it  was  in  the  power 
of  the  House  alone  to  ccurreet  any  errors  which 
might  have  escaped  tk«  Secretary  of  State.  In 
Maryland  a  mistake  had  occurred  in  the  last  nu- 
meration, of  thirty  or  forty  thousand  souls.  He 
beliered  that  a  great  portion  of  the  district  com- 
prising Cecil  and  Hartford  counties  bad  been 
omitted;  and  ke  recollected  perfeetlsr  well  that 
(he  error  was  corrected ;  and.  by  turning  his  eye 
to  the  proceedings  of  that  day,  heeould  see  other 
errors.  He  wished,  when  the  House  acted,  that 
they  should  do  it  understandingtyi  and  with  all 
the  evidence  before  them  of  which  the  case  was 
susceptible.  He  hoped  the  bill  would  be  post- 
penea .  until  the  returns  of  the  census  were  le- 
ceived  in  the  usual  mode.  He  had  po  object  in 
view  but  to  exercise  understand ingly  the  func- 
tions delegated  to  Congress.  Had  the  apportion- 
ment, he  asked,  ever  Mfore  been  fixed  before  the 
census  was  known?  No;  and  he  demanded  of 
honorable  gentlemen  some  reason  why  a  new 
course  should  now  be  adopted.  As  to  the  idea 
of  a  conflict  among  the  States  for  the  ratio  which 
should  best  suit  their  respective  numbers,  he 
should  feel  no  difficulty  on  that  score;  he  should 
be  strouffly  inclined  to  favor  the  smail  States. 
He  should  be  strongly  disposed  to  give  to  Dela- 
ware and  ,Rhode  Istand  as  large  a  Bepresentation 
as  possible.  The  large  States  had  so  preponder- 
ating an  influence  in  relation  to  them,  that  their 
rights  ought  to  be  much  respected  indeed. 

Mr.  W.  said  be  was  in  favor  of  postponement, 
because  he  would  not  delegate  to  the  Secretary 
of  Satate,  or  to  any  other  authority,  the  powers 
belonging  to  Congress ;  and  because  he  was  un- 
willing to  do  now  what  Cpngress  thought  it  their 
duty  not  to  do  heretofore. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  opposed  the  postponement. 
He  was  as  loth-  to  depart  from  old  practices  as 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  if  those  practices 
were  found  to  be  good.  .But  when  they  proyod 
inconvenient  or  useless,  it  was  certainly  right  to 
depart  from  them.  W  hat,  then,  had  experience 
Uught  them  on  this  subject?  Why,  that  if  the 
ratio  was  not  fixed  before  the  census  was  known, 
great  inconvenience  would  result  to  many  States. 
Congress,  at  their  last  session,  beioff  apprized  of 
the  circumstance,  had.  in  their  law  directed  ihat 
complete  returns  should  be  made  to  t|ie  Secre- 
tarv  of  State  by  the  first  of  March  next.  It  was 
well  known  that,  if  they  did  not  fix  the  ratio  be- 
fore the  first  of  March,  they  would  not  be  able  1 


to  fix  it  after;  ^hen  the  ratio  was  fixed,  hov- 
ever,  the  apportionment  would  not  be  the  work 
of  an  honr.  If  it  became  necessai^y  to  deprire  i 
State  of  a  Representative,  he  asked  wbeiherit 
would  not  be  more  palatable  that  it  should  be 
done  now  than  after  the  census  was  koowo? 
The  State  deprived  pf  a  Representative  coold 
not  complain;  the  ratio  would  affect  it  in  the 
same  proportion,  whether  it  gare  or  took  a  mem- 
ber. That  argument,  therefore,  was  eotideil  to 
no  consideration.  Mr.  A.  expressed  his  surprise 
that  the  smaU  Stales  appeared  to  be  opposed  to 
a  (acge  ratio ;  for,  if  it  would  be  an  advantage m 
aay  side,  it  would  be  decidedly  in  favor  of  die 
small  'States.  He  thought,  indeed,  that  the  Rep- 
resentatiTes  of  the  large  States,  in  voting  for  t 
large*  ratio,  had  shown  great  maSnanimitjr  tDd 
liberality. 

Mr.  Wrigbt  said  the  gentleman's  intentbos 
tp  the  small  States  were  benerolent  indeed,  bet 
he  was  a  little  mistaken  as  to  the  comparatire 
advantages  to-  the  email  States  of  a  lirge  ot 
small  ratio.  Virginia,  in  losing  one  Represeota- 
tive,  would  lose  one-tweDtieth  of  her  weight  it 
this  House.  Rhode  Island,  under  the  same  cir- 
comstances,  would  lose  one- half.  The  sacrifice 
of  a  member  woalH  be  unimportant  to  a  krgt 
State ;  but  to  a  small  one,  it  wovld  he  importiDt 
indeed.  There  were  the  strongest  reasoai  on 
earth  why  they  should  wait  patiently  aod  see  the 
returns  before  they  acted,  and  thus  have  an  op- 
portunity to  do  the  small  States  that  jostice  to 
which  they  are  entitled. 

Mr.  GoLDSBoaonoH  was  in  fisvor  of  postpone- 
meot,  and  was  sorry  to  see  the  hill  attempted  to 
be  hurried  through.  Qcntlenoen  had  not  ma* 
turely  considered  the  subject,  and,  on  reAectioa, 
would  be  convince  that  their  rotes  were,  iroot 
a  direct,  at  lesist  an  indicect,  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution. This  was  premature  legislation  oa 
what  properly  belonged  to  the  next  Congress,  tod 
which,  act  on  it  as  they  might,  would  onqoes- 
tionablr  come  before  Congress  at  their  next  a^ 
sion.  If  it  should  be  found  that  the  ratio  agreed 
on  operated  unfavorably  on  the  numbers  of  anf 
Slate  or  States,  they  would  be  anxious  for  are- 
consideration  of  the  subject.  It  would  he  lO' 
material  whether  the  subject  should  bebroQgv 
up  by  a  bill  cfo  novo,  or  by  a  bill  to  repeal  tbii^  u 
it  should  indeed  become  a  law  i  the  ardor  of  dif 
cusslon  wpuld  be  the  same  in  either  case.  If  tlu^ 
be  admitted,  the  only  argument  in  faforof  tli« 
bill  is  done  away.  The  Constitution  baTiig 
directed  that  apportionment,  should  be  made  ac- 
cordingly to  the  whole  census,  Mr.  G.  ^*^[°' 
he  could  not  see  how  Congress  could  fix  it  helore 
they  knew  whai  that  census  was.  He  did  m 
know  that  everv  gentleman  on  the  floor  ^^^^^ 
rant  of  any  of  tne  returns ;  some  might  be  *1^^°[ 
apprized  of  the  returns  of  their  own  State,  af^^ 
one  made  estimates  no  doubt,  in  his  ^^^.^^^ 
as  to  the  probable  result!  and,. for  himself,  M^ 
G.  said. he  had  beeil  endeavonng  tomakesoioe 
sort  of  a  ealcttlation ;  aod  if  the  bill  pa?^^- '^. 
the  ratio  should  prove  unfavorable  to  the  nois 
hers  of  the  State  which  he  had  the  boaor  to  r«r 
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resent,  he  shMiid  feel  bimaelf  bouad  to  moye  a 
repeal  of  the  law;  aad  thejr  would  ha^e  the 
whole  discussion  over  again.  There  wa>  another 
reason.  &ir.'  G.  said,  which  had  £Oine  weight  on 
his  mind*:  that  it  would  be  best  to  adoj^t  such  a 
ratio,  after  a  knowledge  of  the  respective  aum* 
bers,  as  shipuld  leave  each  State  the  smallest  pos-* 
sible  surplus.  Suppose  several  States  were,  aAer 
pasticg  this  bill,  to  be  found  to  have  a  friction 
of  35,000.  He  believed  genilemen  would  agree 
that  it  would  not  be  proper  to  lieave  them  unrep- 
resented. Th^  idea  of  a  ^mall  State  deriving 
advantage  from  a  laree  ratio  was  entirelv  erro* 
neous.  For  instance,  by  a  large  ratio,  Delaware 
mi^ht  keep  onlv  her  present  ReprcaiBntative, 
while,  by  a  small  ratio,  she  might  (Merhaps  have 
two.  Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  Q,  said  it  would  be 
beet  to  leave  the  -subject  to  the  next  Congress, 
wbo  alone  could  aet.oa  it  porrectlf,f  ad  whose 
act  alone  could  guide  the  Sta^tes  m  their  pi^o- 
ceedings, 

Mr.  TALLMADoa  thought  this  was  premature 
legislating  and  wasting  i^e  time  of  the  House  on 
tbis  topic.  He  referred  to  the  course  pursued  by 
former  Congresses,  which  was  quite  different 
from  that  now  proposed.  There  could  be  no 
other  rational  way  or. construing  the  Constitution 
bat  by  saying  that  the  enumeration  must  be  made, 
and  the  eensua  be  before  the  House,  before  th^y 
determined  what  the  ratio  should  be.  All  the 
benefit  whteh  could  be  derived  from  passing  the 
present  bill  would  be  tbnt  the  States,  perceiving 
what  the  ratio  was,  might  proceed  to  lay  out  the 
States  into  districts.  6ut,4f  this  law  would  be 
tepealable,  and  all  that  was  done  might  be  un- 
done, what  possible  advi^ntage  would  there  be  in 
passing  the  law?  This  law  would  not  only  be 
useless,  bnt  really  wbrse  than  nothing,  lie  was, 
therefore,  most  decidedly  in  favor  of  postpone- 
ment till  Monday ;  and  he  theught  it  was  already 
very  fully  ascertained,  that  all  the  members  of 
the  House  bad  not  given  the  subject  that  impor- 
tant consideration  which  it  merited.  >  In  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  it  had  aeemed  as  if  it  was 
going  through  almost  with  the  rapidity  of  an 
unaaimoQe  vote,  ^y  tbis  time,-  he  was  sore, 
however,  that  it  had  lit  least  become  a  question 
whether  this  law  was  proper  to  pass  at  ail,  and 
the  opinions  of  many  on  the  subject  had  certainly 
changed  as  to  the  ratia  He,  therefore,  honed 
the  bill  would  be  postponed  till  Monday, -and  tnen 
that  it  would  be  fortber  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  question  on  the  bill's  lying  on  the  table 
was  carried^-65  to  43. 

And  on  motibn,  the  House  adjourned  until 
Monday. 


MoNOAY,  December  17. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  New  Yotk, 
JofiM  NioBOLSON,  appeared,.and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House. 

Mr.  Pornnas  presented  a  petition  of  U>e  Le- 
gislature of  the  Territory  ol^  Orleans,  praying  to 
have  the  said  Territory  erected  into  an  indepen- 
dent State,  to  enjoy  the  si^me  privileges  and  .im- 


munities enjoyed  by  the  other  States  of  the 
Union. — Referred  to  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Clay,  Mr. 
HfiiSTBR,  Mr.  NiGHOLsoN,  Mr.BAERT.  Mr,  Bio- 
Ei<ow,  and  Mr.  Wimn  ;  and  that  they  nave  leave 
to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Tlie  Spj&akeb  laid  before  the  House  two  reports 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  one  of  moneys 
transCerred  during  the  last  recess  pf  Coo^rress, 
from  certain  branches  of  expend itnre  in  the  Navy 
Department  to  .other  brancnes  of  expenditure  in 
the  same  Departmeot ;  the  other,  a  view  of  the 
Atate  and  disposition  at  this  time  of  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States }  which  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  en  the  NavaL  £lstablishment. 

TheSpiAKBR  also  laid  before  the  House  the 
annual  report  of  the  Secretvry  of  the  Traasiiry, 
of  the  amount  of  duties  and  drawbacks  on^oods 
imported  into  and  exported  from  the  United 
States  duringihe  years  1807, 1806, 1809.— OMleied 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bppf  8,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  to  fix  the  compensation  of 
the  additional  Assistant  Postmaster  Gteneral; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  mMion  Of  Mr.  Momiow, 

Re9olvedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  directed  to  consider  and  report  on  the 
expediency  of  making  provision,  by  law,  for  lay- 
ing out  and  maktiig  the  two  roads  provided  for 
by  a  treaty  concluded  at  Brownstown,  on  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  November,  1608,  and  for  the 
-disposal  of  the*  public  lands,  the  Indian  title  to 
which  was  extinguished  4)v  the  said  treaty ;  and 
that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill, 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Bassctt  said,  that  it  would  be  recollected 
that  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  a  report  had 
been  made  by  the  Navy  Committee,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  navy  hospital,  which  report  had  not  been 
acted  upon.  This  subject,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  did 
then  and  now  believe  to  be  one  of  great  import- 
ance to  the  United  States,  and  which  ought  to 
claim  the  serious  a  ttention  of  Congress.  To  bring 
it  again  before  them,  he  moved  to  refer  the  papers 
relating  to  the  subject  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Naval  Estsbiishment.    Agreed  to. 

TAZOO  SETTLERS. 

Mr.  TaoDP  said,  it  would  be  recollected  that, 
by  the  law  of  1807,  the  President  was  authorized 
to  remove  by  force,  from  the  public  lands,  persons 
claiming  under  any  other  titles  than  such  as  were 
derived  from  the  United  States.  He  had  no 
doubt  but  this  law. had  been  duly  executed;  but 
he  was  desirous  of  obtaining  all  the  information 
he  could  acquire  on  this  subject,  and  therefore 
moved  a  resolution  po  the  following  effect: 

JUtolvedf  Thai  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  any  information  ho  may 
hare  touching  any  settlement,  contrary  to  law,  on  the 
public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory ;  by  whom»  at 
what  periods  and  extent,  and  what  measures  had  been 
taken  to  remove  such  intruders  on  the  public  lands. 

tit.  Rasa  wished  to  see  the  resolution  more 
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I^neral  id  its  appltcatiog,  and  therefore  mored  to 
strike  out  the  words  "in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory •*'  He  could  not  see  any  reason  why  this 
Territory  alone  should  be  included. 

Mr.  McKeb  could  not  see  the  propriety  of  call- 
ing  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the 
Bame^,  Slc,,  of  all  unaathorized  settlers  on  the 
public  lands;  for  it  was  well  understood  that 
some  setilemeots  had  been  made  on  the  public 
lands  in  Louisiana  Territory,  perhaps,  which  did 
not  require  the  interposition  of  the  Government — 
a  proposition  betng^  now  nendin^  before  theCotn- 
mittee 'of  Public  Lands  fav  opening  an  office  for 
the  sale  of  the  lands  thus  settled, 

Mr.  Tbodp  said,  his  object  was  to  obtain  in- 
formation  as  to  certain  landi  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory ;  tlie  title  to  which  the  United  States 
had,  on  the  ooe  hand,  declared  to  be  Tested  in 
^hem.  and  the  Supreme  Court,  on  the  other  hand, 
had  declared  not  to  be  in  the  United  States,  but 
in  those  pmons  claiming  under  the  Yasoo  specu- 
lation.  This  decision  mast  either  be  aeqtiieseed 
In  or  resisted  by  the  United  States,  if  acqui- 
esced in,  it  must  be  in  one  of  two  waVs.  Tbe 
United  States  must  either  permit  the  Supreme 
Court  to  .execute  its  judgment  in  tlie  ordinary 
coarse,  or  must  permit  quiet  possession  to  be  taken 
by  the  claimants.  Whether  they  acquiesced  in 
one  way  or  the  other,  two  distinct  great  rights 
were  affected ;  first,  the  great  interest  of  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  States,  claiming  equal  and 
common  proprietorship  of  the  soil ;  and,  secoad, 
the  great  interest  of  the  people  of  Georgia,  to 
whom  the  Uoited  Slates  had  agreed  to  pay 
91,250.000,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
these  lands.  If  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  was  acquiesced  in,  the 
State  of  Georgia  would  be  thus  defrauded  both 
of  her  land  and  money.  But  if  the  Gorernment 
of  the  Uoited  States  would  not  submit  to  ibis  de- 
cision, but  resist  it  to  the  Ust  extremity,  what 
course  could  be  taken  but  to  employ  the  whole 
military  force  of  the  United  States  to  eject  all 
persons  not  claiming  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States?  If  that  description  of  persons 
claiming  the  territory,  in  whose  behalf  a  decision 
was  lately  made,  taking  forcible  possession,  shoiiid 
obtain  such  a  footing  as  to  be  able  to  oppose  to 
tbe  authority  of  the  United  States  b  considerable 
force,  there  would  perhaps  be  no  alternatire  but 
for  the  United  States  to  remove  them  by  an  exer- 
tion of  its  military  power,  or  tamely  to  acquiesce 
in  the  lawless  aggressiqn.  It  was  from,  these 
considerations  that  he  was  desirous  to  have  in- 
formation on  the  subject  of  the  late  aettlemenu 
there. 

Mr.  Rbba  was  of  opinion  that  the  decision  of 
the  Supreioe  Court,  and  the  questions  ariising 
from  it,  might  have  been  left  on  their  own  bottom 
for  the  present;  and  assigned  bereral  reasons  why 
he  thought  general  information  was  desirable  on 
this  subject 

Mr.  Kbba's  motion  to  strike  out  the  words,  ^  in 
tbe  Mississippi  Territory,"  was  negatived— 50  to 
45,  and  the  resolution  then  passed  wiibout  oppo* 
aitioB. 


APPORTIONMENT  BILL. 

The  House  Tesuihed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  apportionment  of  Representatives 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  the  third 
enumeration. 

Tbe  question  pending  waiTon  concurrence  with 
Comminee  of  the  Whole,  in  filling  the  blank 
with  "40.000." 

Mr.  Storoes  rose  Isnd  -said  before  he  should 
sit  down  be  intended  to  make  a  motion,  which 
would  supersede- the  tine  before  the  House.  He 
agreed  with  several  gentlemen  who  preceded  him, 
that  the  subject  now  under  consideration,  was  of 
the  most  serious  importance  to  the  United  States. 
He  regretted,  <ihat  there  had  heretofore  appeared 
a  disinclination  to  deliberate  upon  it  in  propor- 
tion to  iu  importance.  He  thought  there  had 
been  a  partial  view  in  one  respect,  taken  of  this 
subject,  which,  if  extended,  might  be.  useful  in 
their  decision.  He  considered  it  as  almost  a  self- 
evident  proposition  that  by  establishing  a  large 
ratio,  the  large  States  would  be  gainers,  at  tbe  ex- 
pense of  the  small  ones.  He  bad  prepared  a 
statement,  as  to  the  apparent  relative  interest  of 
the  different  States,  Und  their  fractions  at  the 
census  in  ISOO,  which,  although  not  perfectly  ac- 
curate, yet  was  sufficiently  so  for  his  purpose. 
Virgiaia  had  a  fraction  of  about  16,000,  North 
Carolina  about  29,000.  Peonsylvania,  he  under- 
stood«  had  a  small  one.  Those  of  Massachusetts 
und  New  York  he  bad  nut  ascertained.  The 
States  he  had  mentioned  may  be  considered  as 
the  large  States.  Two  of  them,  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania,,  are  not  only  large,  -but,  owing  lo 
p^uliarly  favorable  circumstances,  have  and  will 
continue  to  increase  ia  their  population.  Whe- 
ther they  are  all  progressing  rapidly  in  their  pop- 
ulation or  not,  they  are,  so  far  as  respects  a  pre- 
ponderance in  oqr  councils,  interested  in  fixing  a 
large  ratio.  The  States  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
and  Ohio,  although  small  at  present,  yet,  owing 
*to  a  variety  of  favorable  circumstances,  such  as 
the  quality  of  their  soil,  their  geographical  situa- 
tion, and  other  encouragements  to  emigrations, 
must  for  fifty  or  one  hundred  years  rapidly  in- 
crease in  poptklation ;  they  are  also,  therefore,  in- 
terested in  a  large  ratio.  But  look  at  some  of 
the  small  States,  whieh  have  been,  and  will  cob- 
tioue  to  be,  nearly  stationary.  Georgia  at  the 
last  censBs,  had  a  fractioa  of  Bbottt  6,000,  South 
Carolina  23,000,  Delaware  31,000,  New  Jersey 
9,000,  Coonectieot  20,000,  Rhode  Islaad  9,00a 
If  the  last  Sutes  mentioned  have  not  increased 
much  in  their  popnlation,  as  is  genefally  sup- 
posed, the  probability  is,  if  tbe  ratio  now  pro- 
posed, riz:  40,000,  is  agreed  to,  that  each  of  them 
must  loee  one  or  more  of  th%ir  Representatives, 
la  looking  at  the  justice  of  such  a  ratio^  compare, 
for  instance,  the  State  of  Delaware  with  that  of 
Virginia.  The  former,  as  she  had  before,  will 
now  bare  a  fraction  of  31,000.    Supposing  Yir- 

einia  has  the  same,  then  the  consequence  will 
0,  that  nearly  half  of  the  population  of  Delaware 
will  be  otirepresented,  ana  oaly  a  22d  part  of  that 
of  Virgiaia.  Aad  here  be  said  be  would  notice 
a  statement  or  arg ameat  of  a  geBlleman  (Mr.  W. 
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Albtoh,)  from  Norih  Caroliaa,  the  otiier  diy, 
who  said  a  large  ratio  was  in  faror  of  the  small 
States,  and  against  the  large  ones ;  for,  said  he, 
if  Delaware  have  a  frnotion  of  39000,  and  Vir- 
ginia have  the  same,  tb«  former  State  will  hate 
half  of  their  population  on  represented,  and  the 
latter  State  onlf  a  22d  part;  therefbre.a  large 
ratio  is  io  ikror  of  the  sdaall  States,  He  thona tit 
\i  DDDeeessary  to  nnake  any  comment  on  this 
reasooiog,  and  therefore  would  leare'  it. 

Mr.  S.  obserTed,  thai  he  had  said  the  apparent 
iDterest  of  the  large  States  iiiight  be  for  a  large 
ratio,  but  he  would  now  atldtess  himaelf  to  n 
sense  of  the  real  interest  of  those  gentlemen  who 
represented  the  large  States.  He  said  it  was  in 
humsD  nature,  (and  from  that  only  could  we 
reason)  "<  when  man  feel  power,  they  fprget  right.'' 
Was  it  to  be  expected,  that  the  large  States  on 
this  floor,  having  the  power  to  eoatrol  the  small 
ones,  will  not  be  tempted  to  saorifioe  their  in-* 
teresis?  What  will  be  the  eonsequenael  Those 
whose  rights  are  not  regarded  will  soon  become 
Qoeasy;  jealousies  will  arise;  ibe  harmony- of 
the  memben  of  this  Family  win  be  endangered ; 
tlie  perpetoity  of  this  Union  will  be  hazarded. 
He  therefore,  again  appealed  to  the  real  sense 
which  gentlemen  felt  respecting  theit  true  in- 
terest. He  observed,  that  it  had  been  said^  the 
small  States  hate  a  security  from  their  equal 
represeniatioa  in  the  Senate*  He  believed  ex- 
perience bad  already  proved,  and  would  continue 
hereafter  to  confirm  the  opinion,  that  very  little 
secarity  is  to  be  expected  from  that  circumsunoe» 
It  afforded  the  small  Stales  Tery  little  consolation. 
From  the  cooatraction  of  our  Gk>verntx)ent,.  it 
will  erer  be  the  eise,  that  the  ioBueace  of  the 
large  States  in  this  House  will^  upon  great  na- 
tional and  ioterescing  questions,  operate  upon  Xh» 
deliberations  of  the  Senate,  It  the  large  States- 
shall  happen  to  be  united  in  their  views  as  to  the 
Chief  Magistrate,  the  electoral  votes  which  are 
to  be  given  will  always  have  the  effect  which 
they  are  calculated  to  produce^ 

Another  reasoii  which  l»ad  been  urged  in  faTor 
of  alaije  ratio  was  the  difficuity  of  doing  bosi- 
oas  with  a  large  representation.  Mr.  S.  said 
this,  like  many  other  theories^  Was  delusive  and 
wooid  not  bear  the  test  of  fact  and  ex^rience. 
He  said  the  State  of  Connecticut,  which  he  had 
the  honor  to  represent,  proved  tbr  truth  of  his 
^ark.  He  said  the  popular  branch  of  the  Le» 
Ristatore  of  that  State  was  coin  posed  of  about  two 
hoodred  members,  who  sat  three  weeks  only  in 
the  Spring,  and  the  same  in  Autumn,  In  a  room 
not  mote  than  half  the  size  of  this,  and  he  would 
Ptnome  to  say  it,  although  he  represented  that 
Slate,  and  this  statement  would  be  corroborated 
by  thoM  who  had  attended  the  deliberations  of 
that  body,  that,  for  order,  decorum,  and  dispatch 
01  bnsiness,  tbey,were  not  surpassed  by  any  other 
deliberatiye  body.  He  did  not  by  this  mean  to 
imply  any  disparagement  to  other  Legislatures. 
For  anjght  be  knew,  they  all  conducted  their  busi- 
Best  with  equal  decorum.  He  was  not  over  aox- 
joos  to  confine  the  ratio  to  what  it  is  at  present. 
If  the  populatio^  shall  amount  to  what  it  is  gen* 
nth  Co2i.  3d  Sbss— 14 


eralljT  supposed,  viz:  seven  millions,  a  ratio  of 
one  for  every  35,000  will  give  precisely  200  mem^ 
hers,  which  he  thought  would  be  a  convenient 
number. 

He  said,  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York  the  other  day  advanced  a  doctrine  to  which 
he  could  by  no  means  subscribe.  Mr.  S.  said, 
being  a  Republican  himself,  he  thought  it  did  not 
by  any  means  comport  with  true  Republicanismr. 
The  gentleman  said,  that  our  eitieens  were  |o  look 
altoj^ether  to  their  State  Legislatures,  and  not  to 
the  National  Legislature,  for  the  protectioo  of  their 
rights ;  he  thought  it  highly  important  that  the 
States  should  have  a  proper  representation  here, 
so  as  to  guard  against  the  encroachments  ;of  the 
General  Gkverament  upon  the  personal  rights  of 
citizetis.    .  , 

He  asked  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  whe- 
ther he  had  not  at  a  ny  time  horetctfoK  been  jealous 
of  theiencroachments  of  this  Governmenjt  on  the 
persdnai  rights  ofour  citizens?  As  to  the  other 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  PiaK,)  he  said 
his  remarjt  was  not  applicable  to  him ;  for,  he 
said,  if  he  had  been  rightly  informed^  tbatgentle> 
man  had  never  at  any  lime  heretofore  been  Jeal- 
ous of  any  such  encroach  meats. 

Mr;  S.  said  further,  if  harmony  among  the 
members  of  this  Union,  an4  perpetuity  to  the 
same,  were  desirable,  the  large  States  would  take 
heed  how  they  Unnecessarily  degraded  the  amali 
ones.  He  then  appealed  to  the  small  and  sta* 
tionary  States,  how  they  ought  to  act  upon  the 
present  occasion.  * 

He  said  he  •  trusted  all  difficiilty  would  be 
avoided,  if  we  Would  consent  to  wait,  and  ac* 
Commodate,  as  far  aa  mav  be,  the  ratio  to  the 
actual  ttupibers  which  shall  be  returned,  and  to 
the  fractiohs  which  will  then  appear  upon  any 
ratio  which  shall  be  proposed.  He  therefore 
iQoved  an  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  S1.WXER  said  that,  as  he  was  a  friend  to  « 
representative  democracy,  and  for  diffusing  its 
blessing  as  ffeneraily  as  possible,  he  should  vote 
for  an  indefinite  postponement  rather  than  for 
filling  the  blank  with  the  number  proposed.  If 
any  argument,  on  account  of  the  increased  de« 
Uy  in  our  proceedings  from  an  increased  nnm* 
ber  of  members  is  to  prevail,  it  would  justify  us 
likewise  in  reducing  the  present  nomber  to  anv 
contempttUe  amount.  Did  we  consult  disoatch 
more  than  public  Justice  and  safety,  we  haa  bet- 
ter cammil  our  affairs  to  the  hands  of  six  or  eight 
members ;  for  we  have  as  much  right,  ttnder  the 
Constitution,  ta  diminish  the  present  number,  as 
to  fix  a  ratio  which  would  give  no  expression  to 
the  voices  of  our  incseased  numbers.  The  Con- 
aiituttoni  by.  requiring  a  frequent  enameratioa, 
either  had  an  eye  to  the  rights  of  our  Increasing 
population,  or  must  contain  a  clause  of  superero- 
gation. Shall  we  render  the  Constitution  a  dead 
tetter  ?  Shall  we  etrada  one  of  its  most  impera- 
tive clauses?  Shall  we  lose  sight  of  one  of  the 
gr^test  safeguards  of  the  people,  for  fear  that 
the  present  body  might  be  a  little  incommoded, 
or  the  public  4msinesa  retarded,  by  fixing  on  a 
ratio  adapted  to  our  present  nambersi    Kalher 
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tbTan  demise  a  tawdry  structure,  tbe  blessings  ot 
representation  are  to  be  withheld,  and  thousands 
of  American  citizens  doomed  to  a  peliticaiie^th. 
Bat  lentlemen  need  not  feel  alarmed  for  the  fate 
of  this  hall ;  h  may  conveniently  contain  many 
more  than  would  be  introduced  by  the  lowest 
number  proposed.  As  ..to  any  delay  that  might 
be  occasioned  in  our  proceedings,  that  is  not 
owing  to  our  numbers,  but  to  a  defect  in  our 
rules.  The  eril  exists  already,  for,  under  our 
present  regulations,  six  or  eight  members  may  at 
any  time  arrest  our  proceedings;  and  putihe  will 
of  the  majority  at  defiance,  aslbnff  as  their  phys- 
ical powers  will  hold  them  out.  We  bear  of  no 
aueh  delay  in  the  British  Parliament^  nor  in  our 
State  Legislatures,  that  contain  twice  our  num- 
bers. And  if  a  proper  regulation  existed  beie,  as 
with  them,  by  which  some  end  miffht  be  put  to 
the  abuse  of  debate,  we  should  find  that  a  con^ 
siderable  iofltu  of  new  members  would  produce 
little  or  no  delay  in  pur  proceedings.  But  if  it 
did.  that  should  neveir  be,  with  me,  a  reason  for 
stioing  tbe  voice  of  my  fellow-citizens,  and  of 
denying  them  one  of  the  genuine  attributes  and 
proud  appendages  of  their  liberty.  Let  us  carry 
that  vital  principle  of  the  Constitution  as  far  as 
it  can  be  convenientljr  extended,  and  not,  from  a 
fear  of  a  litfle  delay  m  our  proceedings^ incur  the 
danger  and  the  shame  of  a  poor  and  pitiful  n^ , 
resentation.  Surely  the  rights  of  the  United 
States  are  as  important,  require.as  many  persons 
to  manage  them, as  a  common  State,  u  the  mo« 
tion  to  fill  the  blank  with  forty  thousand  were  to 
prevail^  it  would  .establish  a  representative  aris- 
tocracy. Such  a  number  woul4.  bear  no  just 
proportion.  It  would  be  a  mere  mockery  of  rep* 
resentation :  an  intuit  to  a  free  people,  which 
they  would  not  willingly  forgive ;  and  if  they 
submitted  to  it  they  would  prepare  themselves  to 
be  stripped  of  their  power.  I  never  expected  to 
tewr  in  this  House  (said  Mr.  S.)  arguments  that 
would  justify  the  dissoluiion  of  it;  and  which,  if 
I  be  not  mistaken,  were  made  usa  of  by  Crom- 
well and  Bonaparte,  as  prologues  to  the  political 
tragedies  they  were  about  to  act.  One  gentleman 
s&ys  tbe  State  Legislatures,  a  re  the  proper  guar- 
dians of  our  rignts ;  another  says,  we  can  do 
nothing  on  account  of  our  numbers.  If  so,  it  is 
high  time  the  people  were  rid  of  the  expense  of 
this  establishment.  To  such  absurd  conclusions 
do  all  arguments  tend,  when  directed  against 
reason  and  truth.  Fortunately  for  mankibd,  they 
require  only  to  be  exposed  to  be  refuted.  They 
dissolve  in  the  atmosphere  of  truth.  As  I  think 
the. proposition  unjust,  as  I  know  it  to  be  uncon- 
stitutional, and  as  I  believe  the  Sutefrom  which 
I  came  is  not  desirous  of  trusting,  its  aflfairs  in 
fewer  hands,  I  am  for  postponing  indefinitely,  and 
against  filling  the  blank  with  the  number  pro- 
posed. 

Mr..  M68BLET  ;said  he  hoped  the  motion  of  bis 
honorable  colleague  for  the  indefinite  postpone* 
ment  of  tbe  ptesent  bill  wonld  prevail.  He  said 
when  he  heard  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
who  reported 'the  bill  declare,  when  he  offered 
his  resolution  for  tbe  appointment  of  that  com- 1 


mittee,  that  he -should  call  it  up  at  an  early  day, 
and  every  day,  until  it  was  disposed  of,  he  did 
expect  to  hear  sonle  cogent  reason  assigned  for 
the  extraordinary  dispatch  which  that  gentlemao 
seemed  to  consider  necessary  on  so  imporisDt  a 
Bub^ectJ  But,  so  far  from  hearing  from  that  oc 
ai^y  other  gentleman  any  satisfactory  reason  for 
precipitating  the. passage  of  this  bill,  the  more 
the  subject  was  discussed,  the  more  he  was  con- 
vinced that  it  would  be  premature  at  least,  if  not 
unconstitutipnal)  as  contended  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  on  his  left,  to  pass 
any  law  upon  the  subject  at  this  time.  It  would 
certainly  be  a  departuris  from  all  former  prece- 
dent. Why  opt  wait  until  we  could  get  a  com- 
plete return  of  the  census,  xather  than  act  upoa 
tbe  partial  light  we  now  posseesi  which  is  worse 
than  nothing,  because  it  places  us  upon  an  ttD^ 
qual*  footing  1  Somis  gentlemen  inay  hare  ob- 
tained accurate  information  respecting  the  pres- 
ent population  of  the  States  they  represent,  while 
others  (which  was  the  case  with  himself)  bad 
obtained  none.  He  reallv  could  perceife  no  good 
reason  why  they  should  pcoeeed  to,  act  in  the 
dark  upon  a.  soojeet  of  so  much  conbeqQeDce 
when,  by  postponing  it  to  a  proper  time,  we  shall 
have  light  which  shall  emable  tnem  to  act  under- 
standingly.  Unless,  indeed^  (which  he  was  un- 
willing to  suppose,)  gentlemen  loved  darkness 
rather  than  lieh^  because  they  feared,  at  least, 
that  their  dee<U  might  be  eviL 

With  regard  to  tlie  ratio  that  it  would  be  most 
expedient,  upon  general  principles,  to  establish  bf 
the  law,  which  they  w^re  about  to  pass,  he  was 
not  prepared  positively  ta  say,  but  had  heard  no 
reason  which  convinced  him  that  it  was  best  to 
vary  it  essentially  from  what  it  at  present  is.  He 
certainly  should  consider  it  inexpedieat  to  ia- 
crease  the  ratio  so  as  to  diminish  (be  present  rep* 
resenution  of  any  of  the  Stages.  The  lim^maj 
come,  when,  from  our  increased  population,  this 
might  be  necessary;  but  that  lime, be  imagined, 
bad  not  yet  arrived.  To  fix  the  ratio  with  the 
present  population,  so  as  to  retain  the  present 
representation  in  all  the  States,  would  not  aog- 
ment  the  number  of  Represei^tatives  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  be  attended  with  aoy  great  disad- 
vantages in  any  point  of  view.  From  the  best 
calculations  that  could  be  made,  the  number  oi 
Representatives,  in  such  case,  would  not  exceed 
two  hundred,  a  lees  number  than  was  to  be  found 
in  several  of  tha  Sute  Legislatures.  But  an  ob- 
jection had  been  made  by  some  gentlemen  that 
even  this  number  would  b^  inconvenient  as  it 
respected  the  personal  accommodation  of  tbe 
members.  He  believed  that  the  people  would 
hear  with  surprise  such  an  objection  as  this  as  to 
this  spacious  hallf  which  they  then  occupied, 
which  bad  cost  tbe  nation  such  immense  sums, 
and  which  was  so  larse  that  U  was  with  difficul- 
ty that  gentlemen  could  make  themselves  beard 
from  one  side  to  the  other  of  it.  They  would  be 
led  to  suppose  that,  when  a  man  bteomes  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  he  becomes  not  only  oominallf, 
bat  literally,  a  great  man. 
I  It  had  aUo  been  said  that  the  public  basinets 
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eoald  be  transacted  with  more  energj  and^  dis^ 

fatch  ia  a  body  less  namerous.  Aad,  if  he  right- 
y  recollected,  something  like  a  comparison  was. 
made  by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York,  whom  be  now  saw  in  his  place,  and  who 
was  lately  a  distinguished  member  of  tne  Senate, 
between  the  facility  and  dispatch  with  wbicJi 
bosioess  is  transacted  in  that  body  and  this. 

Sir,  eaid  Mr.  M^  deliberation  as  well  as  dis- 
patch is  sometimes  found  aaeful  in  legislation. 
Aad  he  begged  leave  to  remind  that  gentleman 
of  an  ioitance  in  which  the  candor  of  the  geir- 
tlemao  would  induce  him  to  concede  that  the 
natioQ  found  safety  in  a  multitade  of  counsellors. 
He  alJoded  to  ike  expeditious  passage  of  a  law, 
in  the  Senate,  when  that  gentleman  held  a  eeat 
io  that  body,  saspending  the  priTilege  of  the  writ 
c(  kabem  corpus.  Had  that- hare  passed  with 
the  tame  eclat  through  this  House,  ne  beliered 
the  nation  would  have  thanked  them  if  they  had 
exercised  a  little  less  dispatch  and  energy,  and  a 
little  inore  deliberation.  He  said  he  did  not 
mention  this  by  way  of  censure,  because  he  be- 
lieved the  vote  in  the  Senate  was  nearly  unani- 
mous, and  his  own  political  friends  were  impli- 
cated in  it.  This  eiample,  however,  showed  tnat 
there  was  more  safety,  at  least,  if  pot  wisdom,  in 
a  maltiiude  of  counsellors. 

Bot  it  had  been  said  that  by  an  increase  of  num- 
bers debate  would  be  increased.  Thti^  he  said, 
was  an  evil  which,  if  gentlemen  would  reflect, 
they  really  need  not  dread ;  for  the  present  num- 
ber, it  bad  beea  already  seen,  could  talk  any  sub- 
ject the  year  in  and  the  year  out  without  any 
difficulty.  He  said  he  had  not  meant  to  say  any- 
thing on  this  subject ;  and  to  allude  to  a  remark 
of  a  worthy  gentleman ^  lately  a  member  of  this 
House  rMr.  Upham)  who  sara  that  the  cacoethes 
loquenai  was  contagious,  and  he  bad  insensibly 
caught  it;  lest  I  should  "be  thought  to  have  caught 
it,  said  Mr,  M.,  I  will  sit  down*  Indeed  1  should 
not  have  risen  but  for  some  remarks  of  gentlemen 
professing  to  6e  good  Republicans,  who  have'  ex- 
pressed sentiments  not  palatable  to  my  constitu- 
ents, who  as  well  as  myself  are  really  Republi- 
caos;  sentiments  rather  aristocratical,  and  tending 
to  prore,  if  they  prove  anything,  that  a  monarchy 
is  the  best  form  of  Government. 

Mr.  Macon  said  that  on  this  question  he  was 
not  ashamed  to  avow  that  he  had  changed  his 
mind ;  and  he  did  so,  because  he  had  reason  to 
beliere  that  gentlemen  from  some  of  the  States 
could  calculate  what  ratio  would  best  suit  their 
population.  Now,  he  knew  nothing  of  what 
would  suit  the  State  he  came  from;  and  he  was 
therefore  for  postponing  the  bill,  that  all  might 
stand  on  the  same  ground  when  they  came  to  de^ 
ctde  this  question.  Try  the  gentliemen  who  were 
in  favor  of  postponement,  and  they  dreaded  the 
ntio  of  forty  thousand  ;  but  seven  or  eight  and 
thirty  thousand  they  thought  would  not  be  amiss. 
When  he  heard  this,  he  thought  that  they. muat 
know  a  little  more  about  it  than  he  did ;  and  he 
had  accord inely  tvritten  to  the  Marshal  of  the 
State  of  Nortn  Carolina,  to  knew,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  what  was  the  census  of  that  State.  U  pon 


this,  as  upon  many  other  questions,  the  true  ques- 
tion was  kept  quite  out  of  view;  for  if  gentlemen 
wbuld  look  Dack  t6  the  debates,  and  turn  over  the 
Journals  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question 
heretofore,  they  would  find  every  member  speak- 
ing and  voting  for  the  number  which  best  suited 
the  State  which  he  represented. 
^  With  respect  to  what  would  be  too  &reat  a 
number  to  do  business  with  convenience,  Nlr.  M. 
said  he  had  some  time'  ago  stated  his  opinion. 
He  believed  there  was  always  more  danger  of 
their  legislating  too  fa^tthan  tooslow;  he  believed 
that  every  majority  that  ever  existed  had  always 
been  in  a  hurry,  when  he  first  had. a  seat  in 
this  House,  this  was  a  maxim  of  one  of  the  best 
legislators  he  had  ever  known :  vote  when  you 
are  in  the  majority,  talk  when  you  are  in  the  mi- 
Bority^ 

Mr.  M.  said  he  disliked  the  act  for  the  sus- 
pension of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  as  much 
as  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut:  but  they 
should  put  to  it  its  older  brother,  the  sedition  law ; 
they  ought  not  to  be  divided.  All  majorities,  he 
said,  would  have  this  itch  for  legislating  fast,  and 
all  minorities  for  talkin|f  a  great  deal ;  a  majority 
always  understood  that  it  most  put  its  acts  against 
all  a  minority  could  say.  He  asked  gentlemen, 
whether,  ia  tne  present  state  of  things,  it  was  fair 
to  press  this  question.  He  had  stated  what  he 
had  done,  and  another  gentleman,  who  represented 
a  State  much  nearer  than  North  Carolina,  had' 
alao  Written  to  his  marshal,  and  probably  would 
get  the  information  he  wanted  to  day  or  to-mor- 
row, and,  no  doubt,  would  then  be  !as  well  pre- 
Sared  to  aot  as  others  were.  As  this  would  not 
e  the  case  with  himself,  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  in 
favor  of  postponemeiu,  that  all  might  have-  an 
equal  chance  of  Aetins  uaderstandiogly. 

Mr.  PiTxiN  $aid  t^at  the  gentleman  last  up 
had  mentioned  that,  probably  some  gentlemen 
were  acquainted  with  the  census  of  their  States, 
and  therefore  better  prepared  to  act  than  'Others. 
So  far  as  respected  himself,  Mr*  P*  said  he  could 
inform  the  gentleman  that  as  to  the  census  of 
Connecticut,  he  knew  it  not ;  he  did  not  even 
know  the  number  in  his  own  little  village.  He 
knew,  however,  that  from  the  year  1790  to  the 
year  1800,  the  increase  id  that  State  was  about 
14,000;  it  was  so  small  on  account  of  the  great 
emigration.  The  emigration  had  not  been  less 
for  the  last  ten  years. .  Of  course,  therefore,  the 
increase  would  not  be  much  greater  than  for  the 
ten  preceding  years ;  it  might  be  about  fifteen  or 
sixteen  thousand.  He  knew  also  that  the  ratio 
of  40,000  would  take  an  inerease  of  90,000  more 
to  enable  Coooecticnt  to  maintain  its  present 
footing  in  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and, 
judging  from  the  former  increase,  he  knew  that 
Connecticut  at  the  ratio  of  40,000  must  lose  one 
of  her  members.  This  to  be  sure  might  not,  he 
said,  be  of  great  conse<|uenee  to  the  Union;  but 
at  the  same^ime  it  might  be  to  Connecticut.  Mr. 
P.  said  he  had  no  other  data',  than  this  mode  of 
estimating  it,  on  which  to  judge  of  the  census  of 
I  Connecticut.  Without  at  this  time  entering  into 
I  the  meriu  of  the  question  of  a  large  or  imafl  re^ 
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reseQtaiioR,  he  declared  iiimBelf  in  fayor  of  indefi- 
nite postponement.  . 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  said  the  question  was  taken  in 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  with  little  discus- 
sion, because  it  met  with  little  opposition,  but  he 
had  since  seriously  reflected  on  the  subject,  and 
made  ap  his  mind  to  vote  for  the>indefinite  post- 
ponementof  the  question.  He  believed  that  Con* 
gress  had  power  to  determine  the  ratio  in  one  law 
and  the  apportionmept  in  another,  but  this  had 
BOYer  before  been  done,  and  not  beinff  necessary 
he  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  adopt  a  new 
method  now.  He  was,  however,  in  fayor  of  in^ 
creasing  the  ratio  considerably,  even  though  it 
might  affect  some  States  more  than  others ;  the 
States  would  always  have  unequal  fractions  when 
the  ratio  would  be  increased;  therefore,  this  ar- 
goment  would  always  apply,  l^his  wouid  be  the 
case  even  by  continuing  the  present  ratio. 

When  the  first  census  was  taken^he  was  a  mem* 
ber  and  attentive  to  the  subject.  The  Federal 
Convention  had  affreed  that  the  smallest  iratio 
should  be  40,000,  but,  on  the  sui^gestion  of  the 
President,  it  was  finally  fixed  at  30,000.  Himself 
and  many  other.members  endeavored  to  have  this 
agreed  to  as  the  first  ratio,  believing  that  it  would 
be  increased  with  the  population  at  every  new 
enumeration.  The  Senate,  however,  agreed  to 
begin  with  40^000,  and  insisted  on  it,  ti^U  it  came 
to  a  conference,  of  which  he  wa$  one  of  the  con- 
ferees. Finally,  however,  33,000,  the  present  ratio 
was  determioed  as  that  which  left  the  smallest 
fraction  in  the  whole  unrepresented.  Though  he 
wished  to  increase  it  considerably,  yet  he  was  not 
80  determined  on  any  particular  number,  but 
what  he  was  willing  to  vary  it  somewhat  less  or 
more,  net  in  favor  of  any  particular  States,  but 
ao  as  to  leave  the  smallest  number  of  citizens  on 
the  whole  unrepresented.  He  believed  that  this 
was  their  duty,  and  they  could  not  do  it  till  the 
enumeration  was  known.  He  did  not  thiok  the 
two  last  days  of  the  session  was  a  suitable  time 
to  deliberate  on  making  the  apportionment ;  the 
House  was  then  too  much  engaged  with  unQn- 
ished  business,  and  generally  too  thin.  He  was 
in  favor  of  leaving  the  whole  to  the  next  House 
as  had, been  done  always  heretofore.  If  we  did 
not  do  so  he  believed  that  the  next  House  would 
have  as  much  power  to  change  our  law  as  we  had 
to  make  it;  and  as  it  required  makinff  two  laws 
instead  of  one,  he  was  out  convinced  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  changing  the  usual  method  which  had 
heretofore  |^iven  satisfaction,  nor  of  any  real  ad- 
vantage arising  froip  the  change. 

The  veas  and  nays  on  indefinite  postponaiDent 
w«ra  taken :  and  were— yeas  65,  nays  62,  as  fol- 
lows: 

TaAs-^oseph  Allen,  Abgah  Btgelow,  Daniel 
Blaisdell^  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckeoridge,  John 
C-  Chamheriun»  William  Charaberlin,  Epaphroditus 
Champian,  Martin  Chittenden,  Howell  Cobb,  John 
I)avaDpon»  jnnk,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William 
Findley,  Charla  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Goldi  Ed- 
win Gray,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Ebe- 
■eser  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jen- 
ktnsy  Thomas  Kenan«  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph 


Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  La  Roy*  Livingston,  Ntthaniel 
Macon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Wil- 
liam Milnor,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  PetnoD, 
Timothv  Pitkin,  jnnioh  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Ret  of 
Pennsylvania,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Joka 
A.  Scudder,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  SbeSey,  Hrnrj 
Southard,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Jtcob 
Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Jobs 
Taylor,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Laban  Wheaton,  JtnMi 
Wilaon,  Rab«rt  WitberqKHm,  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston*  Willis  Alston,  jnn.,  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  Eiekiel  Baconi  David  Bard,  Wilfitm 
T.  Barry,  BarweH  Baasett;  William  W.  Bibb^  Robert 
Biown»  Willkm  A.  Burwell,  WUliam  Batler,  Joseph 
Calhoon,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cw^ran,  Waiiim 
Gtawlbrd^.Riehard  Cotts,  John  Daieson,  Joseph  Deihi, 
John  W.  Eppes,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack  Fcankfia, 
Gidaon  Gardner,  David  &  Garland,  Thomas  QMaon, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Daniel  Heiatar^  WiUiam  Halmi, 
James  Holland,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  WiUiam  Ken- 
nedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyie,  Samnel  MctLee,  Alex- 
ander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Samuel  L.  Miich- 
ill,  John  Montgomery,  Gordon  S.  Mumibrd,  Thomii 
Novrton,  John  Nicholson^  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Por- 
ter, John  Rhea  of  Tennettsee,  Matthias  Richards,  John 
Roane,  Era^tus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sam* 
mons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samoel  Shaw,  John  Smilie, 
George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M. 
Troop,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert 
Whitehill,  and  Richard  Winn. 

.  So  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said,  as  it  was  probable  some  gen- 
tlemen bad  voted  against  indefinite  postpooement, 
under  an  impression  that  the  returns  of  the  ceosos 
would  be  received  in  sufficient  time  to  act  upon 
them  daring  the  present  session,  and  thus  sareto 
some  of  the  States  the  inconvenience  ofao  extra 
session ;  he  should  move  to  postpone  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  subject  to  the  second  Mooday 
in  February,  in  the  hope  that  we  should  obtain  a 
majority  in  favor  of  such  a  course. 

Mr.  Shilie  declared  himself  opposed  to  the 
present  motion  aod  for  the  same  reason  for  which 
ne  was  opposed  to  indefinite  postponement.  Be 
cause  he  wished  the  ratio  to  be  fixed  before  the 
returns  were  made,  and  before  the  members  could 
have  an  opportunity  of  calculaiinff  the  fractions 
whieh  might  be  left  to  individual  States.  He 
was  in  the  House  when  the  last  census  was  takeo, 
and  the  existing  apportionment  made.  Oa  that 
occasion,  when  the  result  of  the  popnliittOQ  was 
known,  there  was  a  kind  of  accommodation,  in 
fixing  the  ratio,  between  those  States  who  bsd 
fractions — they  combioed  together  to  make  that 
apportionment  which  wouid  leave  the  smallest 
fraction  of  unrepresented  population  to  the  indi- 
vidual States  wnich  they  represented.  He  saw 
no  reason  to  induce  an  opinion  that  the  same  cir- 
cumstance would  not  occur  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, were  the  returns  to  be  made,  previous  to  fix- 
ing the  ratio.  It  has  been  ob^ierved  that  if  tbe 
ratio  was  fixed  now,  injustice  would  be  done  to 
some  of  the  small  States.  This  he  could  not 
perceive,  for  the  principle  was  equally  impsrtial 
to  all  i  and  even  if  the  interest  of  a  small  Sute 
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;sbou)d  suffer,  the  interest  of  a  part  shduld  yield    so  prominent  when  they  had  a  representatloa  on 
to  that  of  the  whole*    Mr.  S.  entered  ihto  a  orief   the  floor  according  to  the  third  census.    There 


examination  of  the  details  of  this  subject,  and 
concluded  with  expressing  hb  hope  that  the  bill 
would  not  be  po6tj>oned. 

Mr.  MiLiiOB  said;  that  when  this  subject  had 
been  first  brought  into  view,  and  tlie  reasons 
girea  which  were  now  urged,  he  thought  the 
reasoning  in  favor  of  the  course  proposed  by  the 
bill  appeared  so  plausible,  that  he  had  himself 
been  an  advocate  for  fixing  the  ratio  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  Under  that  impression  he  had  voted 
in  Committee  of  the  Wholes  but  the  observa- 
tions since  madefrom  various  sides  of  the  House 
had  convinced  him  that  this  was  Qot  the  tim^ 
when  the  ratio  ought  to  be  fixed. 

The  |:entlen>an  last  up  had  remarked  that^  fix 
the  ratio  as  they  would,  the  relative  weight  of 
each  State  would  not  be  altered.  This  idea,  said 
Mr.  M.,  was  not  warranted  by  an  examination 
ioto  the  subject.    Rhode  Island  was  now  repre- 


ratio  was  fixed  at  such  a  rate  as  to  take  one  from 
each  of  these  States,  he  asked  whether  their  rel- 
ative loss  would  be  the  same.  If  so,  it  was  a 
truth  of  whfch  be  had  no  conception.  Ir  much 
astooisbed  him  to  find  that  gentlemen  who  were 
the  greatest  sticklers  for  Slate  tights,' and  exr 
tremely  afraid  that  \he  General  Government 
should  encroach  upon  them ;  that  these  gentle- 
men were  desirous  to  fix  on  a  ratio  which  went' 
to  diminish  the  influence  of  the  small  Stated, 
•and  iocrease  that  of  the  larger  ones.  He  was 
himself  a  sincere  friend  to  the  State  govern- 
menu,  and  deemed  it  all-important  to  preserve 
them  in  their  purity.  This  is  a  confederated, 
fiot  a  coasolidated,  Government,  and  while  we 
wish  to  preserve  our  freedom,  it  should  remain 
as  it  is.  The  diminishing  the  influence  of  the 
small  States  would  have  a  tendency  to  consoli- 
date the  Government — to  do  away  the  Confed- 
eration. Although  this  is  a  Government  of  lim- 
ited powers,  yet,  in  a  variety  of  cases  which 
come  under  the  notice  of  the  government,  there 
vas  great  danger  of  the*  State  governments  being 
greatly  infringed  upon.  It  was^  therefore,  his  view 
to  preserve  a  full  representation  of  the  smaller 
States  upon  the  floor  of  this  House* 

Mr.  M.  said  he  was  equally  ignorant  with 
other  gentlemen  how  the  ratio  would  affect  the 
pQmbers  of  the  respective  Slates;  but  he  bad  an 
idea  how  a  large  ratio  would  afiect  a  number  of 
the  Slates.  At  least  he  believed  the  ratio  of 
forty  thousand  would  probably  deprive  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire  or  a  Representative  on  this 
floor;  Rhode  Island  would  certainly  lose  one; 
New  Jersey  and  Maryland  might  also  lose  one. 
With  respect  to  bis  own  State,  he  wa^  at  a  loss 
'Whether  it  would  or  would  not  lose;  but  he  con- 
fessed that  he  was  doubtful  whether  it  had  so  in- 
creased as  to  admit  the  ratio  of  forty  thousand, 
aad  continue  Its  present  representation.  Hebe- 
lieved  that  the  representatives  of  the  Eastern 
States  ought  to  be  cautious  how  they  increased 
the  ratio  to  fbrty  thousand,  when  they  knew  that 


were  a  variety  of  considerations  which  ought  to 
induce  the  House  to  be  extremely  cautio\js  how 
they  cut  down  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States  to 
a  less  representation  thai^  they  now  possessed* 
Gentlemen  ought,  if  possible,  to  avoid  creating 
causes  of  jealousy  between  the  several  States* 
Mr.  M.  dwelr  on  the  importance  of  preserving 
harmony.  It  was  painful  to  urge  these  consif 
erations;  but  he  was  so  strongly  impressed  with 
them  that  he  was  compelled  to  press  them  upoo 
the  House. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  believed  the  evils  to  be  feared 
from  a  diminished  representation  were  much 
stronger  than  fron^  an  increased  one.  He  waa^ 
therefore,  in  favor  of  postponement  till  the  reshlc 
of  the  census  was  known. 

Mr.  Taylor  objected  to  the  bill  because'  it  was 
Incomplete  for  the  object  it  had  in  view;  because 
it  would  be  necessarv  to  pass  another  lawde- 


seoted  by  Jwo  members ;  Virginia  bjr  22.    If  the    daring  to  how  many  Representatives  each  State 
''  ^-^    -       •  1  *         should  be  entitled.    It  was  then  demanded  of  the 

House,  by  the  bill  on  the  table,  to  legislate,,  as  it 
were,  abstractedly  on  this  subject.  He  said  he 
was  not  prepared  to  do  so,  for  a  very  obvious  rea- 
son at  once  staring  him  in  the  face — that,  if  they 
did  legislate  on  it,  the  next  Legislature  would  be 
competent  to  repeal  the  legislation  of  this  day. 
Indeed,  he  believed  it  would  be  his  bounden 


duty,  if  the  law  were  now  passed,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  session  he  should  find  that  the  ratio 
adopted  would  leave  to  South  Carolina  a  frac* 
tion  of  thirty-five  thousand  unrepresented;  if 
such  proved  to  be  the  case,  he  could  not  dare  to 
refuse  to  reconsider  his  vote  and  amend  the  law 
so  as  to  make  it  more  advantageous  to  his  consti- 
tuents or  the  State  he  represented.  Did  gentle- 
men suppose,  if  it  should  appear  that  Sive^  or  six. 
or  seven^  States,  mieht  have  an  immense  frac- 
tion; that  he  shoula  so  disregard  the  interest  of 
his  constituents  as  to  consider  binding  this  thing, 
which,  if  they  regarded  the  Constitution  and  the 
practice  under  it.  they  had  not  a  right  to  pro- 
nounce binding  t  The  Constitution  had  directed 
that  the  apportionment  should  be  made  according 
to  numbers;  but  the  bill  proposed  to  make  it  be« 
fore  the  numbers  were  known.  He  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  fact  which  would 
show  pretty  clearly  what  had  been  the  opinion 
of  the  States  on  the  subject  of  legislating  ab- 
stractedly on  this  head.  Congress  had  proposed, 
in  1787,  soon  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, several  amendments,  among  which  was  one 
fixing  limits  to  the  ratio  of  apportionment,  dtc« 
This  proposition,  Mr.  T.  said,  appeared  to  be  a 
very  reasonable  one,  taking  it  abistractedly ;  but 
what  had  the  Stated,  the  people,  to  whom  they 
were  aocoun table,  said  on  the  subject^  Had  that 
article  become  a  part  of  the  Constitution  ?  No ; 
it  haid  been  rejected  by  the  States.  And  would 
the  House  take  upon  itself  to  do  that  which  the 
States  had  said  it  was  expedient  that  they  should 
not  do?  He  hoped  not.  He  thought,  from  the 
very  circumstance  of  their  refusing  to  adopt  this 


the  interests  of  Tennessee  and  Ohio  would  be  I  article,  that  Congress  were  precluded  from  pro- 
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ceedin^  any  farther  until  they  8liott}d  be  able, 
according  to  the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  to 
apportion  the  , representation  according  to  the 
numbers  legally  ascertained.  The  great  desider- 
atum in  this  case  was  a  fair  and  equal  represent 
tation  of  the  people.  If  this  equality  could  be 
better  attained  by  a  ratio  of  thirty-five  thousand 
than  by  a  ratio  of  forty  thousand,  Tand,  by  com- 
paring the  returns  of  each  State,  tnat  would  be 
ascertained.)  it  would  become  their  boand<(n  duty 
to  further  that  ]^rinciple,  keeping  in  view  the  con- 
yenience  of  legislation,  not  making  the  Hduse  to 
consist  of  five  or  of  two  hundred  at  present.  He 
was  in  favor  of  postponement*  that  the  appor* 
tionment  might  be  made  according  to  the  letter 
of  the  Constitution,  apportioning  the  representa- 
tion according  to  numbers. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  said,  that  postponement  to  a 
dav  within  the  session,  was  more  objectionable 
to  nim  than  indefinite  postponemen t.  He  wished 
to  avoid  the  difficulty  resulting  from  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  numbers.  If  a  particular  ratio  should 
auit  the  census  of  three  or  four  of  the  larger 
States,  they  would  unite  and  totally  disregard 
the  smaller  Sutes.  If  the  large  States  would 
take  a  large  ratio,  he  was  willing  to  agree  to  it ; 
for,  take  any  ratio  which  should  deprive  North 
Carolina  ot  one  Representative,  and  they  would 
deprive  Virginia  of  two}  and  when  they  came 
to  rote  for  rresident|  Virginia  would  be  nearer 
10  her  than  if  she  had  taken  a  small  ratio.  He 
defied  gentlemen  to  show  that  the  adoption  of  a 
large  ratio  would  not  have  this  bearing.  Gteo* 
tlemen  must  be  convinced  that  whatever  ratio 
reduced  the  representation  of  a  small  State  would 

Sroportionably  reduce  that  of  a  larye  one.  For 
is  own  part,  he  was  disposed  to  give  a  Repre- 
aentative  to  every  State  that  had  a  large  fraction. 
Mr.  MiTCBiLL  said,  that  notwithstauding  the 
yarious  observations  which,  had  been  made  on 
this  subject,  it  seemed  to  him  to  stand  on  its  ori- 
ginal basis.'  On  the  day  to  which  it  was  pro^ 
posed  to  postpone  the  bill,  other  matters  would 
De  found  to  occupy  'the  House,  calling  for  all  its 
attention. 

Mr.  M.  said^  he  was  disposed  to  pursue  this 
business  and  bring  it  to  a  close ;  that  was^  to  pass 
or  reject  the  bill  by  a  direct  yotcw  It  seemed  to 
him  that  a  fundamental  error  had  prevailed  on 
this  occasion;. gentlemen  having  talked  of  the 
relative  weight  of  the  States  being  afected  by 
the  bill.  If  they  consider  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  with  respect  to  the  representation 
in  this  House,  it  was  a  representation  percapitOj 
as  the  Senate  was  a  representation  by  States. 
When  the  States  were  brought  into  view  by  the 
Constitution  on  this  point,  according  to  the  con- 
struction he  put  upon  it,  they  were  considered 
merely  as  organs  to  assist  the  General  Qovern- 
ment  in  taking  the  census.  If  this  was  the  case, 
and  he  believed  this  view  of  the  subject  was  cor> 
rect,  when  they  came  to  a  calculation  of  the  re- 
turns made  of  the  polls^  what  cause  was  there 
for  alarm  on  this  occasion?  He  could  see  no 
cause  for  it;  for  if  there  was  a  diminution  of 
numbers  in  any  Slate,  there  was  a  correspondent  i 


increased  number  «nd  repres0ntation  in  ihs  por* 
tion  of  the  Union  to  which  they  had  emigrated; 
and  it  would  be  very  unfair,  when,  a  ponion  of 
the  population  of  a  State  or  district  had  emi- 
grated, that  this  district  should  be  represented  in 
the  same  proportion  as  when  it  possessed  double 
its  present  population.  This  was  a  sort  of  iwo> 
fold  represenuitioo  which  he  could  not  recoDcile 
with  the  Constitution. 

^  But  Mr.  M.  invited  gentlemen  to  consider  this 
question  in  relation  to  Stale  influence.  Expe- 
rience had  taught  him  that  gentlemen  did  not 
vote  by  States,  but  by  per  capita.  How  often, 
he  asked,  did  gentlemen,  coming  from  the  same 
State,  yote  as  diflferently  as  if  they  came  from 
the  most  remote  part  of  the  Union.  The  fact 
was,  that  the  members  of  the  House  voted  bf 
polls,  each  according  to  what  his  sense  of  datjr 
dictated.  He  considered,  therefore,  that  there 
was  no  ground  for  this  question  about  the  ioflo- 
ence  of  the  Stales,  as  such,  in  the  House.  It  ] 
struck  him  this  was  something  held  up  to  friehten 
the  House,  which,  on  examination,  would  be 
found  to  exhibit  nolhins:  terrific. 

In  another  point  of  view,  Mr.  M.  said,  be 
thought  the  great  interests  of  the  Union  were 
represented.  He  stated  what  these  were,  la 
the  original  settlement  of  this  couniry,  there  were 
the  interests  of  the  first  settlers  on  James  River 
and  that  of  the  settlers  at  Plymouth— the  Virgi- 
nia and  New  England  interests.  These,  laid  oe^ 
were  the  germs  oithe  natioa  ;  the  source  wbeace 
have  sprung  up  the  great  mass  of  the  people  i 
whom  we  constitute  and  represent.  What  wis 
the  consequence  ?  If  from  Virginia  colonies  had 
extended  over  the  Southern  and  Western  States, 
New  England  had  also  ^ent  forth  swarms  which 
had  spread  over  New  York, Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
and  everywhere  that  they  had  thought  proper  to 

Slant  themselves.  When  we  reflect,  said  Mr. 
I.,  on  the  inflaence  of  the  opinions  which  these 
emigrants  from  each  State  carry  with  them,  and 
which  will  be  brought  into  this  House,  the  two 
interests  may  be  considered  as  nearly  balanced 
in  this  House.  On  that  ground,  therefore, as  re- 
spects feeling  and  opinion.  I  view  the  provisioas 
of  this  bill  as  exactly  equal  as  they  are  m  respect 
to  the  population  of'^the  several  Sutes. 

Mr.  M.  said,  his  opinion  was.  that  if  they  d^ 
cided  on  the  bill  at  all,  they  should  do  it  prompilf 
and  might  decide  it  as  well  now  as  at  a  future 
day. 

Whilst  on  the  floor,  he  said  he  would  make  a 
remark  or  two  on  what  had  fallen  in  relation  to 
the  smallnes&of  bodies  inclining  them  to  act  with 
a  promptness  not  always  consistent  with  wisdom. 
He  said  he  did  not  contend  that  any  body  of  men, 
associating  uiider  any  form  of  Glover n men t.  were 
infallible.  As  long  as  they  labored  under  the  io' 
firmities  of  their  nature,  all  bodies,  whether  large 
or  small,  would  be  subject  to  the  errors  Incident 
to  humanity.  If  they  were  not,  they  would  ap- 
proach the  Divine  Nature,  and  be  no  longer  the 
frail  creatures  which  they  found  themselves  to 
be.  As  to  the  particular  matter  of  the  bill  for 
the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  law,  Mr.  M* 
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said,  he  bad  given  it  bis  honest  end  hearty  ap- 
probation,  under  tzistidg  circomstances.  A  dar- 
ing aod  desperate  indiTidual.  had  underiakea  a 
coDspiracy  against  the  peace  and,  he  betieved,  the 
mtcgrity  of  Uie  Uoiled  States.  This  conspiracy 
was  known  to  have  been  extended  and  ramified 
to  a  great  extent.  It  was  not  known  how  far. 
Bat  it  became  a  wise  and  provident  Legislature 
to  aid  the  flkeentive  against  any  evil ;  and.  there 
were  certain  persons  who  blew  the  trumpet  of 
fame  at  that  time,  who  made  the  alarm  touch 
greater  than  it  was  in  reality.  Besides,  said  Mr. 
M.,  it  will  be  remembered,  that  that  was  not  a 
general  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  law :  it 
interfered  with  none  but  those  concerned  in  ffea* 
sonable  projects.  But  the  gentleman  from  Gon- 
necticQt  exulted  that  the  storm  blew  over;  that 
the  House  of  Represensatives  did  not  agree  to 
the  bill,  and  it  was,  therefore,  crushed.  It  may 
have  been,  said  Mr.  M.,  that  the  mere  numbers 
of  the  House  preTented  its  passage;  1  should 
have  ascribed  it  to  the  wisdom  of  the  House — 
and  I  will  explain  why  they  might  With  wis- 
dom have  rejected  it.  They  received  it  some 
days  after  the  Senate  had  enacted  it.  They 
took  it  into  consideration,  and  got  farther  intelli- 
gence what  the  States  were  doing  to  oppose  it : 
and  permit  me  here  to  remark,  that  the  result  of 
this  Duniness  showed  the  strength  of  the  Qovero- 
meot  when  the  States  were  in  union  with  it. 
Without  their  oo-operation  it  would  he  as  weak 
as  a  rope  of  sand.  What,  sir,  took  place  at  ihat 
time?  The  Laegislatnre  of  Kentucky  arrayed  its 
forees  with  prompitudje ;  Tennessee  prepared, 
and  Ohio  was  actually  in  arms.  Here  was  a  con- 
federacy of  States,  and  this  mischief  was  arrested, 
bnt  not  owing  to.  any  act  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  unless  by  the  Executive  in 
calling  on  the  State  authorities  to  act.  This  is' 
the  history  of  the  case ;  and,  after  this  view  of 
the  subject,^  I  hope  my  friend  from  Connecticut 
will  reconsider  what  he  hfts  thoun^ht  proper  to 
.o&r,  and  take  into  consideraUod^  also,  that  mol- 
titodinoos  bodies  sometimes  do  things  or  a  serious 
aatore  without  deiiberatioo.  I  need  not  call  to 
his  recollection  the  precipitancy  with  which  the 
Parliament  of  England  beheaded  the  last  of  the 
Stoarts;  and  with  which  the  multitude  cruci- 
fied the  Saviour  of  the  World.  There  are  many 
iDstances  on  record,  in  which  numerous  bodies 
have  acted  with  that  prouiptitude  aod  indiscre- 
tion which  is  ascribed  to  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  When  ffentlemea  considered  this 
qaestion,  and  reflected  on  the  great  mass  of  busi- 
ness before  them,  he  was  persuaded  they  would 
not  consider  the  tnil  a  proper  subject  for  further 
postponement* 

Mr.  PoTTjBR  spoke  in  favor  of  postponement. 
He  could  not  see  any  good,  but  a  great  deal  ef 
eril,  to  result  from  now  acting  on  the  subject. 
The  census  of  Rhode  Island,  he  said,  would  pro- 
bably prove  to  be  seventy  eight  or  seventy *nine 
thousand ;  and  to  fix  arbitrarily  on  a  ratio  which 
should  deprive  her  of  one  of  her  present  Repre- 
sentatives would  be  a  hardship,  and  an  act  of 
iaJQatice. 


Mr.  Sbb^pby  said,  he  bad  been  induced  to  be 
in  faror  of  the  bill  heretofore,  from  a  belief  that 
those  collisions  arising  from  State  interests  would 
be  entirely  done  away  by  it ;  and  with  another 
viewj  that  the  States  might  be  enabled  to  make^ 
provision  for  the  election  of  their  members.    He  • 
found,  however,  upon  reflection,  that  this,  like- 
eyery  other  subject,  ought  to  be  determined  on 
all  the  information  in  the  power  of  the  persons  ■ 
determining  it ;  that  this  case  did  not  diner  from-, 
the  general  rule  requiring  that  they  should  legis- 
late with  their  eyes  open.    He  had,  thereforCi^ 
now  changed  the  opinon  to  which  he  had  strongly 
.  attached  himself  at  the  last  session.    He  had  been-^ 
under  the  erroneous  impression  that  fixing  the 
ratio  closed  the  subject  forever ;  but  onjreflecliony 
he  found,  that  but  half  what  was  necessary  wonlcr 
be  acconiplisbed  by  passing  this  bill.    Let  us  see 
(said  be)  how  fixing  the  ratio  might  operate; 
and  then  I  ask  any  gentleman  attached  to  liber- 
ality and  justice,  whether  he  would  feet  himself 
bound  by  the  determination  of  this  House,  if  he 
should  he  a  member  of  the  next  Congress.    Sup- 
pose the  population  of  Virginia  should  prove  to 
be  nine  hundred  and  ninet:een  thousand,  and  that 
of  Rhode  Island  seventy-nine  thousana.    Each 
of  those  Sfdtes  at  the  rate  of  fprty  thousand, 
would  have  the  same  fraction  of  thirty-nine  thou- 
sand.   Could  I,  sir,  who  consider  the  predomin- 
ant motives  for  action  to  be  principles  of  justice, 
be  in  favor  of  such  a  ratio  ?    Putting  State  in- 
fluence entirely  out  of  the  question  in  this  case, 
I  should,  ahhouffh  in  favor  of  a  very  large  ratio, 
on  a  question  otthatkind,  determine  on  the  ratio 
of  thirty-nine  thousand  ;  if  a  ratio  of  forty  or  fifty 
thousand  would  produce  the  same  result,  I  should 
be  ffoveroed  by  the  same  principle. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  told  them 
that  the  representation  in  this  House,  was  a  re- 
presentation pfr  capita.  Would  it  be  so,  if  in 
one  quarter  of  it  fort^  thousand  were  represented 
by  one  man,  whilst,  in  another  quarter,  seventy- 
nine  thousand  had  only  the  same  representation, 
because  they  lay  io  a  different  section  of  the 
Union  7  Mr.  S.  said,  the  representation  was  not 
percapiia,  bht  by  States.  The  whole  Union  was 
not  thrown  into  election  districts,  without  regard 
to  State  limits.  Bach  -State  sent  here  the  num- 
ber of  Representatives  decreed  to  it,  according  to 
a  rule  fixed  by  the  Consiitution. 

Mr.  S.  was  in  favor  of  postponement  to  a  day 
within  the  session,  because  the  returns  might 
arrive  in  time  to  enable  the  House  to  decide  on 
it.  It  had  been  observed,  that  there  would  be  so 
much  business  before  the  House  they  would  not 
be  able  to  take  up  the  subject.  What  did  this 
prove,  but  that  this  was  an  object  of  secondary 
moment,  and  did  not  imperiously  demand  the 
attention  of  the  House  at  this  time  ?  If  it  should 
hereafter  imperiously  call  for  a  decision,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  House  had  here  control  and  would 
be  able  to  take  it  up. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  postponing  the 
bill  to  the  Second  Monday  in  February,  and  car- 
ried— yeas  66,  nays  51,  as  follows: 

YaAs— rJoa^ph  Allen,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Abyah 
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Bigelow,  Danid  Blamkll,  Admn  Bojd,  Juaes  BredLen* 
ridge,  William  Butler,  loieph  Calhonii,  John  O.  Cfaam- 
beritin,  William  Cbamberlin,  Epaphroditua  Chmm* 
pion»  Martin  Chittenden,  Howell  Cobb,  John  Daven- 
fMirt,  jn,  WUHam  Ely,  J«mea  Emptt,  William  Findlej, 

'ilideon  Gardner,  Charles  Goldeboroiigh,  Thomas  R. 

'><jrold,  Edwin  Gray,  Jonathan    H.  Hubbard,  Jacob 

.  finfty,  Ebeneser  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jun., 
Robert  Jenkins,  Thomas  Kenan,  Herman  Knickerbac- 

rker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Na* 
thaniel  Macon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde, 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  John  Montgom* 

^eiy,  Nicholas  R«  Moore,  Thomas  Mooi.e,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonath.'vn  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quiney,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,'6famuel  Ringgold,  Lemuel  Saw- 
der, John  A.  Scudder,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sheffey, 

«George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Soothard,  Richard 
^SUaford,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob 
Bwoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John 
Taylor,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KilUan  K.  Van  Rene- 
•elaer»  Laban  Wheaton,  James  Wilson,  Robert  With- 
erspoon»  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Bze- 
fciel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William  T.  Barry,  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Robert  Brown,  Matthffw 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Richard 
Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes, 
Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  David  8.  Garland, 
Thomas  Ghulson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Daniel  Heister, 
William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
William  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alex* 
andez  McKim,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Gurdon  S.  Mum* 
ford,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter, 
Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rhea  bf  Tennessee,  Matthias 
Riehards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Thompson,  Uii 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert 
Weakley,  Robert  WhitehiU,  and  Richard  Winn* 


TufiBDAY,  December  18. 

Another  member^  to  wit :  from  Massachusetts, 
BAB2ILLAI  Qanngtt,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Gboros  Poinobxter,  the  Delegate  from  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  also  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Seybert  presented  a'  petition  of  the  mer- 
ebants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that 
Congress  ivili  authorize  the  importation  of  goods 
into  the  United  States  from  places  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  after  the  second  day  of  Feb* 
rtiary  next,  anything  in  the  act  of  the  last  session 
concerning  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. — Referred  lo 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mt.  Findlby  presented  a  petition  of  tlie  Stpck- 
holdera  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  signed 
by  David  Lenox,  their  President,  praying  the  re- 
newal  of  their  charter  of  incorporation ;  whic^h 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  BuRWBLL,  Mr.  Finoley.  Mr.  Soittrard, 
Mr.  MiTCBiLL,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Botlbr,  Mr. 
J«  C.  Chamberlain.' Mr.  W.  CHAHBSRLrN,  Mr. 
Mobblby,  Mr.  N.  K.  MoorB;  Mn  MillbB|  Mr. 


Smelt.  Mr.JoHNBOlk,  Mr.  Morbow,  Mr.  Jack- 
60N,  Mr.  Gannett,  and  Mr.  I^oindbxtbb,  were 
appointed  the>said  committee. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Coa- 
merce  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  George  Armroyd  and  Company ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  CSuBinittee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow, 

GENERAL  WILKINSON. 

Mr.  Pearson  said  that  during  the  last  session 
of  Congress  a  committee  bad  been  appointed  by 
this  House  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Briga- 
dier General  James  Wilkinson;  but  from  a  part 
of  the  report,  which  be  read,  the  House  would 
recollect  that  the  committee  had  not  brought 
their  inyestigatton  to  a  conclusion.  In  order  to 
perfect  what  had  been  thus  commenced,  he 
moved  the  following  resolution: 

Rt$oiioed^  That  a  eommittee  be  appointed  tp  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  Brigadier  General  James  Wilkin- 
son, in  relation  to  his  having  at  any  time*  whilst  in 
fta  service  of  the  United  States,  oorrojptly  received 
money  from  the  Govemraent  of  Spain  or  its  agents,  or 
in  reiation  to  his  having,  during  the  time  aforesaid, 
been  an  accomplice,  or  in  any  way  concerned  with 
the  agents  of  any  foreign  Power,  er  with  Aaron  Barr, 
in  a  project  against  the  dominions  of  the  King  of 
Spain,  or  to  dismember  these  United  States.  And 
thst  the  said  committee  inquire  generally  into  the 
conduct  of  the  said  James  Wilkinson  as  Brigadier 
General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States :  That  the 
said  committee  have  power  to  estad  fbr  peiaotts  aad 
papers  and  compel  their  attendance  and  prodnetion, 
and  that  they  report  ihe  result  of  theit  mqniiy  to  tiiia 
House. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  would  barely  remark  that  har- 
ing  been  a  member  of  the  committee  at  the  last 
session  he  was  well  con? inced  that  the  commit- 
tee had  not  drawn  their  inrestigatioD  to  a  con- 
clusion ;  for  althoogh  he  had  etudiouslf  avoided 
conversing  on  this  subject,  or  commuDieating 
with  any  one  in  relation  to  it,  yet  eridence  un- 
sought for  had  come  to  his  knowledge,  which 
had  not  been  before  the  committee,  and  which, 
if  to  be  relied  on,  he  deemed  material  to  the  ia- 
vestigation. 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  reaolation, 
61  to  35. 

Mr.  Root  said,  he  hoped  this  question  would 
not  be  taken  very  hastily.  He  wished  the  mo^ 
tion  might  lie  on  the  table  for  two  or  three  days. 
He  believed  one  member  of  the  resolution  lo  be 
unnecessary,  nay,  improper.  He  said  he  was  not 
now  prepared  to  refer  to  documents  or  reports^  or 
to  the  sentence  of  a  military  court  of  inquiry  to 
prove  it.  He  alluded  to  that  member  of  the  reso- 
lution, whiqh  regarded  the  Spanish  business. 
There  had  been  causes,  he  said,  unfolded  to  the 
Committee,  at  the  last  session,  which  would  show 
the  impropriety  of  inquiring  into  the  business  ot 
the  Spanish  pension.  It  would  be  premature 
now  to  state  the  reasons  which  governed  his 
mind  in  wishing  to  strike  it  out.  He  tnoved  that 
the  resolution  should  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Taylor  said  he  had  always  been  of  opia* 
ion  that  the  power  of  this  House  did  not  extend 
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0  tbe  sobjeec  of  ibis  Inquiry;  Tbat  opinion, 
lowever,  had  not  been  in  coincidence  with  the 
jpinion  of  a  majority  of  this  House.  Neither 
(hoold  he  now  ftttemot  to  ar|pie  this  g^oond  orer 
igain.  He  was,  and  ne  beliered  a  great  laajoritjr 
)f  the  Home  was,  pretty  well  tired  of  this  sab- 
iect;  and.  if  the  investigation  was  to  come  to 
inytbtng,  be  woald  be  for  giving  to  the  commit- 
lee,  who  wer€  to  bare  the  subject  in  charge,  the 
»rliest  possH>le  opportunity  to' commence  their 
abors.  For,  he  said,  he  believed  if  this  individual 


-    ..  -iBgmg 

or  ward  this  sirbJ€Ct,so  late  in  the  session  that  it 
vas  impossible  to  come  to  a  conclasii^n;  this 
lolding  op  his  character  on  the  tenter-hooks  of 
>obiic  ojpiotOD,  tbe  course  pursued  throughout 
be  whole  bosiDess,  would  make  the  worse  the 
letter  side.  He  said  he  was  unwilling,  if  this 
lerson  was  unworthy  the  confidence  of  the  Gov- 
•rament,  that  he  should  hold  a  situation  where 


more  difficulties  had  been  created  by  the  pro* 
ceeding,  they  would  come  to  a  proper  under- 
standing  of  the  subject.  He  was  not  sorry,  he 
said,  but  so  fur  from  It  was  glad,  that  thissuoject 
had  been  renewed  ;  for  the  excess  of  tbe  evil 
would  correct  itself  most  effectually,  when  every 
man  would  torb  his  eye  tipon  himself,  and  re- 
flect upon  the  prefer iousness  of  his  own  situa- 
tion, if  a  committee  of  this  House  could  hang 
him  up  before  the  public,  at  the  same  time  that 
he  was  liable  to  be  brought  to  trial  before  another 


wsse^d  a  ^rain  of  popularity,  a  penny-weisht    authority.    He  could  nol  aid  the  progress  of  the 
[f  weighty  of  character,  this  mode  of  bringing    inquiry  by  any  tote  of  his,  though  he  rejoiced 


iras  the  sense  of  the  House  j  for,  he  would  say, 
that  the  (Government  of  the  United  States,  in  re- 
ipeci  to  this  individual,  from  the  time  of  his  ba- 
ng ordered  from  command,  had  their  hands  tied, 
lot  baring  tbe  power  of  dbmissing  him  from 
jervice,  even  if  it  had  been  proper.  If  he  had 
lone  so,  It  wonld^  have  been  said  that  he  had 
matched  the  victim  from  public  opinion, and  bad 
lismissed  hiarfrom  service  lest  his  improper  ac- 
:iOQs  should  implicate  the  Executive,  who  had  sp 
tong  cooUnned  him  in  command.  Censure  has 
been  passed  upon  this  officer  by  the  Government, 
nasmueh  as  he  has  been  superseded  in  an  im- 
portant command,  previously,  too,  as  it  appears, 
to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
wina,  (Mr.  Pcaiibon,)  at  the  last  session.^  Mr. 
T.  said,  he  was  not  for  putting  it  off;  he  was  for 
meeting  the  thing.  If  gentlemen  of  the  House 
were  deterotined  to  inquire,  he  said,  let  it  be  speed- 
ily, so  that  there  might  be  an  end  to  the  busi- 
ness, and  to  the  unjust  imputations  on  the  Gov- 
ernment for  keeping  him  in  employ,  when  it  was 
[he  opinion  of  many  (he  had  already  expressed 
bis)  that  be  ehould  be  removed.  Mr.  T.  said,  he 
Jas  against  ponponement  for  a  day  Or  an  hour. 
Krea  if  he  were  anxious  far  the  reputation  of 
geindiridual,  he  should  be  of  the  same  opinion. 
He  was  anxious  also  for  the  reputation  of  the 
Kxecotive  retaining  him  in  office,  which  would 
be  committed  by  keeping  htm  in  command,  if 
Ungress,  by  a  sort  of  committee  of  safety,  an 
anconsiitutional  court  or  committee  of  inquiry, 
had  not  stepped  in  between  him  and  them.  He 
Was  extremely  arerse  to  postponement. 

Mr.  SuiLiB  said  he  agreed  with  his  friend  from 
Doutb  Carolina  in  one  respect,  but  could  not 
▼oie  with  him  on  this  question,  because  he  con- 
«dered  this  business,  from  its  commencement  to 
WIS  day,  as  an  unconstitutional  proceeding  on 
w«  pan  of  this  House.  The  House  appeared 
««ermmed  to  go  on;  so  let  them,  but  it  should 
»ot  be  with  the  aid  of  his  vote. '  When  a  few 


that  the  matter  was  ag^in  taken  up. 

Mr.  PxTKiv  said,  that  if  this  subject  were  new. 
and  now  for  the  first  time  agitated,  be  presumeo 
there  would  be  no  objection  to  its  lying  on  the 
table.  But  as  it  was  not  new,  the  subject  hav- 
ing been  particularly  before  the  House  at  tbe  last 
session,  and  an  inquiry  partially  had,  and  a  re- 
port made  on  the  subject,  he  could  see  no  suffi- 


ately,^for  the  reasons  mentioned  bv  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina:  for  the  nonor  of  the 
Executive,  and  of  vhe  person  whose  conduct  was 
the  subject  of  inquiry.  The  limited  duration  of 
the  session  was  also  a  strong  argnmebt  in  favor 
of  an  early  deeitdon. 

The  question  on  the  resolution's  lying  on  the 
table  was  lost — yeas  33,  nays  78,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Dand  Bard,  Burwcli  Bassett,  Robert  Brown, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  William  Crawford, 
Jonathan  Fisk»  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Ghobon, 
William  Qalms,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufiy,  Tkomas 
Kenan,  Alexander  McKim,  Johnr  Montgomery,  Nich- 
olas R.  Moore,  Gurden  &•  Mumford,  John  Nicholson, 
John  Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Rich- 
ards, Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root, 
£benezer  Sage,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
Smille,  Henry  Southard,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Traqr, 
Robert  Whitehill,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats— Joseph  Allen,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Al- 
ston, jr.,  Wm.  Anderson,  Wm.  T.Barry,  Abiiah  Big- 
elow,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd,  James  brecken- 
ridge,  Wm.  A.  Burwell,  Wm.  Butler,  John  C  Cham- 
berlain, Wm.  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditas  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden*  Howell  Oobb,  James  Cochran, 
Richard  Cutts,  John  Davenport,  junior,  Joseph  Desha, 
Wilibun  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  BaT- 
zillai  Gannett,.  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland, 
Charles  Goldsboroogh,.  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H. 
Hubbard,  Ebenexer  Huntington,  Richard  Jadtson,  jr., 
Robert  Jenkins,  William  Kennedy,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
.Robert  Lo  Rpy  Livingston,  Aaron  Lyio,  Vincent  Mat- 
thews, Archibald  McBryde,  Pleasant  M.  ^Miller,  WU- 
liam  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Thomas  Moore^  Jon- 
athan O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Thomas 
Sammons,  John  A.  Scudder,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel 
ShefTey,  Dennis  Smelt,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,' 
Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanforil,  James  Siephenson, 
Lewis  B.  Starges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charlea  Titi)ier,  jr.,  Archibald  Van  Bom,  KiUlan  K. 
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Van  RenaselMr,  Bobert  Waskley,  Labao  Wheaton, 
James  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wither- 
spoon. 

Mr.  LovB  moved  to  postpone  the  farther  coo- 
aideration  until  to-morrow.    Lost— 46  to  53. 

Mr.  Tboup  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  thereto  the  foUowini^r  "and  further,  that 
thesatd  James  Wilkinson  1^  notified  of  the  time 
and  place  of  meeting  of  said' committee,  and  be 
heard  in  his  defence." 

,  Mr.  Stanford  said  he  had  never  doubled,  as 
well  from  the  Constitution  as  from  the  plainest 
dictates  of  common  sense,  that  the  Hoase  had 
the  right  to  inquire  into  the  state  and  conduct  of 
the  Army,  or  that  of  one  of  its  commanding 
officers,  and  bad  more  than  once  authorized  com- 
mittees for  that  purpose;  but  the  form  of  a 
court  to  sit,  collect  testimony,  hear  and  try  a 
military  officer,  had  never  before  been  attempted, 
because  to  the  mere  purpose  of  inquiry  no  such 
thinp^  was  necessary,  if  proper.  If  the  commit- 
tee IS  to  go  into  this  form  in  the  business,  and 
then  again  the  House  in  like  manner,  there  would 
be  no  end  to  the  business.  The  amendment  now 
proposed  assuming  the  form  of  trying  General 
Wilkinson,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  adopted. 
He  had  no  idea  of  a  committee  of  this  House 
calling  a  gentleman  of  the  military  garb  before 
them;  hear  himt  as  it  is  said,  in  his  defence,  and 
it  would  seem,  as  a  thing  of  course,  afterwards  to 
pronounce  guilty  or  not  guilty. 

Mr.  Pearson  said  it  had  been  believed  by  the 
committee  at  the  last  Mssion  of  Congress  that 
thev  had  the  power  to  receive  any  evidence  Qen- 
eral  Wilkinson  might  think  proper  to  bring  for- 
ward, and  in  the  manner  which  should  have 
been  deemed  most  consistent  with  the  duty  of 
the  committee,  and  the  honor  of  the  House  who 
appointed  them;  and  he  believed  that  every 
member  of  the  committee  had  been  at  all  times 
duriug  the  session  perfectly  willing  to  receive 
auy  commuaication  which  General  Wilkioson 
might  have  thought  proper  to  offer.  If  it  was 
the  object  of  the  mover  merely  that  the  commit- 
tee should  receive  any  evidence  relative  to  the 
subject,  he  conceived  that  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman,  though  not  improper,  was  unneces- 
sary. He  believed  it  was  the  understanding  of 
all  gentlemen  who  were  in  favor  of  the  resolu- 
tion that  testimony  should  not  be  entirely  ex 
parte;  but  the  committee  ought  not,  be  con- 
ceived, to  be  bound  to  receive  the  evidence,  un- 
less they  deemed  it  conducive  to  the  end  of  th^ 
inquiry.  He  was  opposed  to  the  amendment 
more  because  it  was  unnecessary  than  improper. 

Mr.  Troup  supported  his  amendment.  Was 
it  possible,  he  asked,  that  this  House  could  ever 
think  of  coming  to  a  decision  on  the  character 
and  conduct  of  an  individual  without  hearing 
him  in  his  defence  1  If  they  heard  ex  parte  tes- 
timony, was  it  possible  that  they  wouldcome  to 
an  ex  parte  conclusion  ?  General  Wilkinson 
must  either  be  heard  by  the  committee  appointed 
or  by  the  House  in  his  defence  before  thev  pro- 
nounced on  his  conduct,  or  acted  in  relation  to 
him  as  if  they  had  done  so.    Soppo^  the  House 


ahould  on  this  oecaaion  choose  to  consider  itsil 
as  an  inquisitorial  tribunfil^--as  the  grand  ioqaa 
of  the  nation  as  it  was  called— why,  it  migb 
happen  that  the  General  might  be  tried  twieefe 
the  same  offence,  by  what  was  called  the  fnti 
inquest  of  this  House,  and  by  what  was  called  tkt 
grand  and  petty  jury  of  his  country.  TheHov 
would  observe  that,  in  the  case  of  their  proeeei 
insf,  although  there  vat,  a  ^rand  jury  to  find  t^ 
bill,  there  was  not  a  petty  lury  todetermioedi 
question  of  guilty  or  not  guiltv.  After  prooon 
cing  as  far  as  they  could,  the  House  were  to  ion 
him  over  to  the  laws,  according  to  which  b 
most  appear  before  another  grand  inquest,  u 
afterwards,  be  tried  whether  guilty  or  ootggili| 
before  a  petty  jury.  If  they  proceeded  in  ib 
way  there  would  be  a  double  prosecution  forth 
same  offence.  Mr.  T^  was  therefore  decidedly! 
opinion  that  if  the  House  pursued  the  sab}«i 
General  Wilkinson  ought  to  have  his  GoDsua 
tional  and  legal  right  to  confront  his  aceosers. 

Mr.  RsEA  said  tnis  amendment  woald  capth 
climax  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  their  pn 
ceeding;  for  it  would  give  to  the  inquiry  all  ih 
formality  of  trial.  General  Wilkinson  wu  « 
put  in  his  plea  of  guilty  or  not  guilty ;  the  coa 
mittee  must  rejoin;  evidenee  must  be  tikes. « 
which  the  coaunittee  would  pronounce.  Tlu 
would  be  a  trial  to  all  interna  and  purposes,  a 
cept  that  in  other  cases  the  party  was  not  oM 
upon  to  answer  before  bills  were  found.  If  thoj 
was  any  pco vision  contained  in  the  CoosfitaM 
to  warrant  such  a  prooeeding,  it  was  askoowo  t 
him.  If  he  were  desirous  to  add  to  the  ibsun 
ity  of  the  original  resolution*  he  sboald  vole  f« 
the  amendment,  but  be  had  no  sucb  disposiiioi 
He  had  risen  for  the  purpose  of  reqoirio;  w 
yeas  and. nays  on  the  question.  .i 

Mr.  W.  Alston  said  that  noquestioDiblTi' 
the  House  had  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  gaiu 
they  had  a  right  to  in<^uire  also  into  the  iov 
cence  of  General  Wilkinson.  It  was  sdmi(iQ 
on  all  hands  that  the  House  were  not  to  proeeti 
to  final  judgment  on  General  Wilkinson.  Hoal 
it  be  right  or  just  to  collect  everythiof  agaii| 
an  individual,  to  blast  his  character  foreTer,wi^ 
out  hearing  his  side  of  the  question?  Whoksfi 
if  they  beard  him  in  his  defence,  hut  ^b^^'^^'j^ 
against  him  might  be  all  disproved?  u^ 
were  the  only  thing  they  were  in  search  of,coH 
any  man  object  to  hearing  both  sides  of  the  q<M| 
tion  ?  Every  one,  who  had  ever  attended  com 
must  have  been  satisfied  that  one  storjr  wssgo(| 
until  another  was  told.  The  obiectioos  to  i» 
amendment  showed  that  one  side  of  the  qaci 
tion  was  wanted  and  not  the  other. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  he  wished  to  know  one  tbi^ 

of  the  gentlemen  who  patronised  this  resol>i|^^'* 
what  was  their  object?  Tiie  business  haa>< 
rived  to  that  stage  that  it  was  time  to  decitf 
what  they  ultimately  meant.  Did  tkey  mw 
after  the  inquiry  was  finished,  that  the  ii<^ 
was  to  decide  on  the  guilt  or  innooeoce  ol  u> 
officer  ?  If  this  was  what  was  meant,  they  obT" 
to  tell  it,  and  in  that  case  the  amendmeDnn 
necessary.    If  the  committee. passed  seo(eiw« 
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oQ^h  t  to  show  whence  the  power  was  de- 
ived.  I^'rom  the  CoDstituiion  it  could  not  be, 
)r  there  was  no  such  power  there.  He  supposed, 
towever,  that  they  aid  Dot  mean  to  carry  the 
natter  so  far,  but  merely  to  pursue  the  inquiry, 
,nd  blast  the  man's  character  by  publishing  the 
esult  of  a  one  sided  inquiry.  Mr.  S.  appealed  to 
[eotiemen  whether  after  this  General  Wilkinson 
oald  have  a  fair  trial  before  either  of  the  courts, 
i?il  or  military,  before  whom  he  miffht  be  called. 
le  hoped  at  all  events  they  would  declare  what 
ras  their  object;  either  to  judge  the  man  and 
ron ounce  sentence  on  him,  or  publish  to  the 
rorld  everything  they  could  collect  against  the 
haracter  of  the  man.  Indeed^  in  his  opinion, 
be  House  had  got  into  a  situation  in  which  they 
rould  always  nod  themselves  when  they  took  a 
rroog  step.  His  'opinion  had  uniforml)r  been 
bat  the  House  did  not  possess  an  inquisitorial 
lower  as  such ;  that  where  they  had  no  power 
0  impeach  they  had  no  power  to  make  inquiry 
aio  the  conduct  of  an  individual. 

Mr.  Pearsoh  said  on  further  reflection  he  had 
liooght  proper  to  accept  the  amendment  offered 
ij  Mr.  TBoap  as  a  part  of  his  motion. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Troup  having  thus 
become  a  part  of  Mr.  Pearson's  resolution — 

Mr.  T.  Mo  ORE.  said  that  now  this  amendment 
vas  iocorporated  in  the  original  motion,  he  found 
tkimself  under  the  necessity  of  voting  against  the 
irfaole.  He  had  always  considered  that  the  House 
bad  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Gene- 
ral  Wilkinson,  but  he  could  neveragree  that  they 
bad  a  right  to  try  him.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  had  stated,  that  it  the  House  pro- 
ceeded and  sent  that  officer  before  a  court^mar-* 
tial  with  the  sentence  of  the  House  on  ki»  back, 
it  would  be  holding  him  up  to  public  view  in  a 
way  which  would  be  very  unfavorable.  For  his 
j^rt,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  could  see  that  officer  in  no 
other  point  of  view  than  ad  a  person  before  a 
mod  jury,  against  whom  a  bill  was  to  be  found. 
How  would  that  operate?  Would  it  prevent 
justice  1  No ;  every  day's  eiperience  proves  to 
the  contrary.  The  amendment  carried  with  it 
the  appearance  of  putting  General  Wilkinson  on 
his  trial.    Mr.  M.  was  therefore  against  it. 

Mr.  Stanford  said  he  had  no  idea  that  the 
Boose  had  a  right  to  go  into  the  full  form  of  try- 
ing a  miliury  officer  by  one  of  its  committees. 
Believing  the  amendment  had  given  the  propo- 
sition a  form  which  rendered  it  questionable  whe- 
ther in  passiog  it  they  were  borne  out  by  the  Con- 
stitution or  not,  he  must  vote  asainst  the  resolu* 
tioo  in  that  character.  The  House  had  on  a 
former  occasion  collected  testimony  and  sent  it 
to  the  Executive — pn  which  testimony,  he  pre« 
turned,  the  court  of  inquiry  bad  been  held  in  due 
form.  He  was  not  disposed  to  ^o  farther  in  this 
case  than  sending  the  testimony  to  be  collected 
to  the  Executive.  He  therefore  moved  to  strike 
OQt  those  words  which  had  been  inserted  in  the 
resolution  at  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia. 

Mr.  Butler  said,  that  situ^jed  as  he  had  been 
daring  the  last  session  of  Congress,  he  found  him- 


self called  upon  to  answer  the  question  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  who  asked  what 
gentlemen  meant  by  this  inquiry.  I  trust,  Mr* 
Speaker,  (said  he)  I  shall  be  among  the  last  either 
in  this  Hous6,  or  elsewhere,  that  would  say  or  do 
any  act  that  would  unjustly  detract  from  the 
merits  of  the  man  that  is  brave  and  virtuous; 
and  the  General's  bravery  was  not.  doubted.  Bat, 
whilst  I  am  anxious  to  guard  the  reputation  of 
the  individual,  I  wish  to  pay  some  attention  to 
the  honor  and  independence  of  the  American  Re- 
public ;  and  believing  as  1  now  do,  that  General 
Wilkinson,  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Ameri- 
can Army,  has  been  guilty  of  improper  conduct, 
I  am  willing  this  House  shall  make  the  inquiry, 
and,  after  hearing  the  evidence  on  both  sides,  if 
the  charges  exhibited  against  General  Wilkinson 
shall  be  lefuted,  I  wish  to  say  to  the  world  that 
he  is  an  innocent  and  persecuted  man ;  and  if,  otk 
the  other  hand,  after  mature  investigation,  the 
facts  as  already  stated  in  the  report  oT  the  com- 
mittee, of  which  I  was  last  session  a  member, 
should  appear  to  be  correct,  as  a  Representative 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States  I  will  not  hes- 
itate to  say,  that  General  Wilkinson  ought  to  be 
made  a  public  example.  That  was  my  meaning 
when  on  the  committee  last  session ;  what  may 
be  the  idea  of  the  committee  of  this  session  is 
not  for  me  to  say. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Stan- 
ford's motion,  and  lost — yeas  20,  nays  89,  as 

follows : 

I  YxAs — Joseph  Allen,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  Robert  Brown,  WUUam  Chamberlin,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  Edwin  Gray,  Robert  La 
Roy  Livingston,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Samuel  L.  Mitehill, 
Thomas  Moore,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
J<^n  Rhea  of  Pennsylvania,  Ridiard  Stanford,  Archi- 
bald Vkn  Horn,  Killlan  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert 
Weakley,  and  Laban  Wheaton. 

Nits— WUUa  Alston,  Jr.,  William  And«rM>D,  Eie- 
kitl  Baeon,  David  Bard,  William  T.  Barrv,  Barwall 
Ba«ett,  Abijah  Big«low»  Adam  Bojd,  WiUiam  A. 
BonveU,  William  Butler,  ioaeph  CaihoQn,  Epaphio- 
ditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Glay> 
Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawfoid, 
Richard  Catta,  Joseph  Desba,  James  Emott,  William 
Findley,  Jonathan  risk,  Me^ack  Franklin,  Barzillat 
Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas 
Gholsoa,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Jonathan  H.  Hub- 
bard, Jacob  Hnily,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Richard 
Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Thomas  lienan,  William  Kennedy,  Herman  Knicker- 
backer,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Aaron  Lyle,  Vincent  Mat- 
thews, Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexan- 
der McKun,  William  Milnor,  John  Montgomery,  Nicho- 
las R.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gindon  8^  Mnm- 
ford,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Pear- 
SMI,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Qnincy,  Joha 
Rher  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  damnel  Ring'> 
gold,  John  Roane,  Eiastns  Root,  Ebenesar  Sage,. 
Thomas  Sammons,  John  A«  Scndder.  Ebenesar  Sea- 
▼er,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  8he£kv^ 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith* 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  James  Stephenson, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy^ 
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Oeat^  M.  Troop,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  RobeK  Whita^ 
hUl,  JamM  WilMH,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Wither, 
epoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

The  qQeatioD  Teenrring  on  the  resolution  as 
amended — 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  said  he  was  opposed  to  it  on  the 
brolid  ground  that  it  bad  already  occupied  too 
much  of  the  attention  of  the  House,  ne  there^ 
fore  wished 'it  dismissed,  and  that  the  person  con- 
cerned might  be  left  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Bz- 
ecutive  as  the  Constitution  directs,  and  as  he 
Would  be  if  it  were  iK>t  for  the  interference  of 
Che  House.  Mr.  M.  said  he  thought  the  House 
had  betten»ftdhere  to  its  legislative  functions,  in 
which  it  had  enough  to  do,  and  to  leave  to  the 
Executive  to  perform  his  functions  as  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Armies  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Root  said  he  would  not  detain  the  House 
by  moving  to  strike  out  any  part  of  the  resolu* 
tion,  for  he  was  convinced  from  the  votes  which 
had  been  taken  that  th^  resolution  would  paM  as 
it  now  stood ;  but  as  he  had  at  the  last  session 
voted  for  a  resolution  similar  to  that  under  con- 
«iderationj  ahd  had  the  honor  to  be  appointed  one 
of  the  committee,  he  felt  it  a  duty  which  he  owed 
to  himself  and  the  House  to  state  sotne  of  the 
reasons  which  had  induced  him  to  change  his 
opinion  on  the  subject.    An  aged  and  honorable 
friend  (Mr.  Smilie)  had  at  the  last  sesstoii  given 
admonition  of  the  impropriety  of  their  proceed- 
ing, and  Mr.  R.  said  the  longer  he  sat  upon  the 
•committee  the  more  he  became  coiivinced  of 
the  incorrectness  of  his  vote.    At  that  time  the 
popular  clamor  had  been  loud ;  the  public  had 
appeared  to  demand  the  inquiry ;  and  he  had 
heard  of  the  lamentable  destruction  of  the  Army 
to  the  marshes  of  Terre  su  BoBufl    Without 
much  reflection  on  the  constitutionality  of  the 
question,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  voted  for  the  inquiry; 
and  be  had  thought  that  perhaps^somethinff  might 
grow  out  of  it ;  that  the  House  might  withhold 
auppiies  as  long,  as  the  fizeeutive  contfnufid  in 
commabd  a  man  whom  the  House  on  a  full  in- 
yestigation  should  deem  unworthy  of  the  public 
confldence.    He  had  thooght,  also,  that  it  might 
lead  to  another  object— the  repeal  of  the  law 
creating  the  office  of  Brigadier  General.    This 
inquiry  by  the  House,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  believed 
had  prevented  the  dismission  of  General  Wilkin- 
son, or  at  least  an  Executive  inquiry  into  his 
•conduct.    He  said  that  he  had  found  that  a  com- 
mittee would  be  unable,  and  must  of  necessity  be 
unable,  to  do  justice  to  the  character  of  the.indi- 
vidual  and  justice  to  the  nation.  By  what  means, 
he  asked,  could  the  committee  compel  tlie  attend- 
ance of  witnesses;  and  how  were  they  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  persons  proper  to  be  subpcenaed 
unless  from  officers  who  had  been,  or  now  were, 
under  the  command  of  General  Wilkinson,  and 
"were  willing  to  volunteer  their  s«fr vices  against 
him?  How  should  th«se  things  be  known, unless 
from  those  whose  object  it  was,  instead  of  allay- 
ing, to  increase  the  popular  clamor?  To  be  sure 
the  resolution  nowjooked  as  if  General  Wilkin- 
son was  to  be  heard  before  the  coinmittee.    But 


were  the  House  certain  that  he  would  avail  hio* 
self  of  the  opportunity  ?  He  had  not  at  the  last 
session  asked  to  be  heard  by  the  committee,  be 
cause  the  powers  of  that  committee  did  not  ex- 
tend to  declaring  his  guilt  or  innocence. 

This  resolution^  Mr.  R.  said,  embraced  three 
objects,  two  of  which  had  been  already  nS- 
ciently  examined.  His  conduct  on  the  marshn 
below  New  Orleans  had  been  sufficiently  iores- 
tigated  by  a  committee  appointed  at  the  last  s» 
sion  expressly  to  inquire  into  that  subject.  Hk 
conduct  as  to  the  Spanish  pension  had  been  it- 
yestigated  before  a  military  court  instituted  fa 
the  purpose;  and  by  that  court  it  had  beeo  l^ 
ported  tnat  there  was  no  evidence  of  his  hsriag 
been  a  Spanish  pensioner,  but  that  his  havingn- 
ceived  moniey  from  the  Spanish  GkiyemmeDt  vis 
on  account  of  a  tobacco  contract.  But  eves  if 
that  were  not  the  fact,  the  length  of  time  elapsd. 
and  the  circumstances  attending  the  traosaeiiu, 
would  be  sufficient  to  render  an  investigatioa  oi 
that  point  inexpedient.  As  long  ago  as  1786 « 
1787.  when  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi  vere 
held  by  Spain,  the  inhabitants  on  its  waters  w«e 
taking  measures,  if  not  for  independence  of  tl» 
United  States,  at  least  for  a  connexion  w.ii 
Spain.  But  was  this  anything  new?  Had  B 
not  been  communicated  to  General  Wash  moron, 
and  also  to  Mr.  Adams?  Yes;  and  what  haii 
they  done?  They  had  given  instructions  to  setrci 
into  the  matter ;  but,  when  the  treaty  had  beta 
made  with  Spain  in  1796,  and  the  association 
was  dbsolved,  there  having  been  many  persooij 
involved  whose  names  had  been  heard  on  thii 
side  the  Alleghany,  the  Government  hadtbongit. 
pro])er  not  to  make  the  investigation.  At  theiitfi 
session,  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  seen  letters  eommc* 
nicated  to  Mr.  McHenry,  when  Secretary  d 
War,  giving  information  on  the  subject.  Thoa 
letters  had  not  been  put  upon  the  files  of  the. 
War  office,  but  had  been  retained  among  hix  pn-, 
vate  jiapers.  It  had  beeii  deemed  prudent  If 
WASBiNOTON  and  Adams  to  suffer  the  matter  to 
go  to  rest.  What  occasion,  then,  was  there  now 
to  reYivB  this  inquiry;  to  rake  up  the  ashes  ^ 
the  dead  ?  With  a  knowledge  of  every  tfaiog  re- 
lating to  the  subject.  General  Wilkinson  had  ben 
permitted  by  three  successive  administratioosu 
remain  in  office. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  felt  a  confidence  that,  if^  opv 
investigation,  the  charges  against  him  nad  b««s 
found  to  be  well  grounded,  General  Wilkins^^ 
would  have  been,  before  this  time,  removed  froa 
the  command  from  which  he  had  been  suspeodM 
but  for  the  inquiry.  He  was  unwilling  that  aoo- 
ther  inquiry  by  the  House  should  protract  ike 
time  when  a  proper  inquiry  should  take  plac«. 
and  his  dismission  from  service  ensue,  if  it  sboaid 
then  appear  necessary.  He  was  therefore  oppos^ 
to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Gholson  said  he  had  voted  in  favor  of  tlie 
motion  to  lay  the  resolution  before  the  House  <a 
the  table.  He  had  also  voted  for  its  postpooe- 
ment  until  to-morrOw.  But  be  was  not  governed 
by  any  of  the  reasobs  which  had  been  assigae^ 
by  some  of  .the  gentlemen  with  whom  he  bad  the 
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inor  of  being  asaoeiated  in  thene  votes.  80  far 
)in  it,  he  could  not  question  the  Constitutional 
ithority  of  the  House  to  pass  the  resolution.  He 
d  been  induced  to  support  the  two  first  motions 
at  were  mide,  because  a  want  of  preparation 
act  CD  this  subject  had  been  expressed  on  the 
or,  and  because  be  saw  no  necessity  for  pracip- 
Dcf  in  its  disposition. 

As  it  regards  the  Constitutional  competency  of 
is  House  to  investigate  the  misprisions,  toif- 
iionces,  and  mal^onduct,  generally,  of  any  offi* 
r,  whether  ciril  or  military,  belonging  to  this 
irernment,  my  opinion,  said  Mr.  GL,  has  been 
ig  since  satisfactorily  formed.  I  not  only  he- 
re that  the  House  possesses  this  power,  as  inci- 
Dial  to  its  right  of  imneachment.  but  to  me  it 
nld  seem  most  dear  that  the  right  to  inquire 
10  the  conduct  of  any  officer  Constitutionally 
kres  in  and  appertains  to  tliis  House^  as  the 
mediate  delegates  and  agents  of  the  people, 
10 expect  from  their  Representatives  a  vigilant 
periniendence  over  all  their  public  eoaeerns. 
An  hoDorable  and  very  venerable  gentleman 
m  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Smiue)  has  said  that 
iQiries  such  as  are  contemplated  by  th^  pres- 
I  rooiioB  are  confined  to  civil  officers  onlv. 
itboQt  going  at  large  into  this  doctrine,  will 
It  geoileoian  allow  me  to  state  to  him  a  ease, 
d  ask  of  bim  how  he  would  act  in  it.  I  know 
is  incapable  of  any  other  than  a  candid  answer. 
ippose,  then,  the  United  States,  in  a  critical 
lergency,  had  imbodied  an  army  of  fiftv  or  an 
odred  thoQsand  men,  and  its  commanuer  was 
^pected  of  traitorism  or  corruption,  would  4he 
Btleman,  under  such  circdrostances,  appropri- 
\  money  and  vote  supplies  for  such  a  General, 
for  an  army  commanded  by  him  7  I  do  not, 
lempt  to  show,  that  jn  point  of  enormity,  tbe 
K  of  Oeneral  Wilkinson  bears  ai>y  proportion- 
the  case  which  I  bav.e  supposed  very  possibly 
ifbt  exist.  The  principle  however  in  either 
K  is  precisely  the  same,  and  I  make  no  doubt 
t  worthy  gentleman^  in  the  case  whioh  I  have 
kgined,  would  consider  an  inquiry  necessa.rv, 
lb  a  view  to  appropriation ;  for  I  know  he  would 
t  Tote  sDpplies  for  an  army  to  be  commanded 
tbe  ooe  I  have  mentioned.  On  Constitutional 
tteiples,  therefore,  I  have  no  doubt  whatever 
t  we  bare  a  right  to  make  this  inquiry. 
Tbe  question  then  occurs,  will  this  right  be 
iiciously  and  discreetly  exereiaed  in  the  adop- 
^  of  tbe  resolution?  The  steps  which  were 
ten  at  the  last  session  on  this  subject  were 
nlBeient  and  incomplete.  If  it  was  right  to 
Bunence  the  inquiry,  it  is  much  more  so  to  con* 
^^  it,  and  the  resolation  is  only  designed  to 
Bsammate  the  investigation.  In  this  view, 
*^i  I  think  it  ought  to  be  adopted.  Bat,  sir,  in 
f  opinion,  We  ought  to  proceed  in  this  inquiry 
An  act  of  justice  to  General  Wilkinson.  Some 
tbe  testimony  which  has  been  taken  may  have 
I  Qofavorable  bearing  on  that  officer — it  was 
po^  He  had  no  opportunity  of  confronting 
I  accusers.  The  present  resolution,  with  the 
^ndraent  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
^ovP})  will  lead  tp  a  full  and  fair  exajninaMoni 


and  under  it  General  Willlnson  will  have  that 
opportunity — ^a  right  which  I  thought  at  the  last 
session  ought  to  have  been  yielded  to  him.  Is  it 
not  better,  therefore,  that  the  whole  truth  should 
be  known.  Perhaps  tbe  very  next  depositioo 
that  may  be  taken  will  contain  evidence  in  favor 
of  tbe  accused.  1  f  so.  should  we  be  warranted  ia 
excluding  it  7    I  think  not. 

.  I  will  avail  myself,  Mr.  Speaker,  of  this  ecea>- 
sion  to  advert  to  an  imputation  which  has  been 
made  against  this  body  m  relation  to  the  present 
subject.  It  has  been  often  alleged,  and  has  been 
suggested  in  debate  to-day,  that  General  Wilkin- 
soo  is  persecuted  by  this  House.  I,  sir,  have  no 
hesitation  in  protesting  against  this  insinuation. 
For  all  the  actiona  of  men  we  must  look  some- 
where for  motives.  Where  there  ia  persecution 
there  mnst  be  some  design ;  and  wherein,  let  me 
ask,  can,  according  to  any  human  probabilityi 
exist  the  inducements  for  this  numerow  assem* 
biy,  collected-  from  the  various  sections  of  this 
extended  country,  to  combine  and  coufederate 
against  a  single  individual,  occupying  tbe  sphere 
ofa  Brigadier  General?  Sir^  when  the  thing  is 
examined,  it  will  appear  at  once  irrational.  I  do 
not  believe  it.  As  for  my  own  part,  while  I  at 
this  time  forbear  to  give  any  opinion  as  to  either 
the  guilt  or  innocence  of  General  Wilkinson,  I 
disclaim  any  disposition  to  treat  him  with  injus- 
tice. I  feel  no  sentiment  of  enmity  towards  him ; 
I  only  wish  a  fair  disclosure  of  all  the  cireum* 
stances  respecting  tbe  charges  against  him.  and, 
when  the  evidence  shall  haye  been  fully  devel- 
oped, I  will  then  decide  impartially  upon  it. 

Mr.  PfiARsoN  said  he  should  not  have  addressed 
the  Speaker,  had  it  not  been  for  the  observations 
whrqh  fell  from  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Root)  from 
New  York.  That  gentleman  appears  desirous  of 
suppressing  an  important  part  of  the  inquiry  con- 
templated bv  the  present  resolution — a  part,  too, 
whioh  has  already  undergone  considerable  invea- 
tigation  by  the  committee  of  the  last  session,  and  . 
upon  which  more  evidence  has  been  reported 
than  either  of  the  other  points  of  their  inquiry. 
A.  volume  of  testimony  has  been  collected,  tend- 
ing tQ  prove  the  connexion  of  General  Wilkin- 
son with  the  agents  of  Spain — testimony  import- 
ant in  its  nature,  and  which  has  been  almost 
providentially  preserved.  Is  this  alleged  offence 
so  trifling  or  the  evidence  so  imperfect  as  to  be 
totally  disregarded ;  or  does  the  gentleman  sup- 
pose or  wish,  by  striking  off  that  part  of  the  res- 
olution to  which  his  observations  refer,  to  put  to 
rest  all  future  inve&tiffation,  and  quiet  the  public 
mind  on  a  theme  which  has  excited  so  much 
sensibility  and  so  much  indignation? 

The  gentleman,  however,  has  stated  that  this  ia 
an  old  affair;  that  the  administrations  ot  Washing- 
ton and  Adams  had  some  knowledgeof  it;  that  the 
Spanish  connexion,  if  an  jr  existed,  had  long  been 
at  an  endj  and  therefore  it  ought  to  be  consigned 
to  oblivion.  He  has  also  thought  proper  to  state  ^ 
that  Colonel  McHenry,  former  Secretary  of  War, 
had  received  private  letters  on  the  subject  01 
Wilkinson's  connexion  with  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment; that  Ihoae  letters  were  not  d^osited  ia 
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tbe  War  office,  and  ihat'no  inrestii^tidn  did  take 
place.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  this  is  an  old  affair — 
at  least  it  had  its  origin  many  years  ago — but  that 
k  has  long  been  at  an  end  is  not  equally  certain ; 
indeed,  the  documents  before  me — the  report  of 


the  committee  of  last  session — afford  strong,  if  stating  their  suspicions  of  General  Wilkiosori 


Henry,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  remark  that  Colood 
McHenry  was  summoned  to  attend  the  commii 
tee  at  the  last  session ;  that  he  produced  serertl 
letters  which  were  addressed  to  him  i&  his  prirtu 
capacity,  from  persons  in  the  Western  couotrr, 


not  incontestable  evidence,  of  the  existence  ofthis 
Spanish  connexion  as  late  as  the  year  1804. 

[Here  Mr.  P.  read  extracts  from  the  depositions 
of  James  M.  Bradford  of  New  Orleans,  Isaac 
Brtggs.  and  William  Simmons,  Esq.,  Accountant 
of  the  War  Department.} 

From  these  depositions  it  appears,  that  in  the 
year  1804,  General  Wilkinson  expended  about 
ten  thousand  dollars  in  the  purchase  of  sugars  at 
New  Orleans;  that  this  circumstance  excited  some 
aospicioa  as  to  the  manner  of  General  Wilkin- 
son's obtaining  so  large  a  sum  of  money.  He  was 
questioned  on  the  subject,  and  alleged  that  he 
had  received  it  from  Lieutenant  Taylor,  then  mil- 
'  *  itary  agent,  for  drafts  on  the  United  States.  The 
Accountant  of  the  War  Department  expressly 
states,  that  no  such  drafts  were  drawn,  and  that 
the  only  money  that  he  appears  to  have  received 
from  Taylor,  at  any  time,  was  three  thousand 
dollars  in  April,  1804.  Mr.Briggs,  however,  states 
that  General  Wilkinson  did  admit  that  he  had 
received  about  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars, 
of  a  late  Mexican  coinage,  in  Campeachy  bags, 
from  the  officers  of  Spain,  but  that  it  was  due  to 
bim  on  account  of  former  mercantile  contracts 
with  the  Spanish  Government. 

Thus,  sir,  it  appears  that  this  '^old  business,*^ 
as  the  gentleman  terms  it,  has  been  continued,  at 
least,  to  the  year  1804.  But,  sir,  had  it  ended  at 
a  period  as  distinct  as  its  commencement,  Is  it, 
therefore,  expiated  by  the  length  of  time  ?  Does 
the  statute  of  limitation  bar  an  investigation  ?  Is 
there  a  period  when  crimes  are  to  be  forgotten, 
and  punishments  not  to  be  thought  of?  If  so,  I 
trust  the  period  has  not  arrived,  and  the  antiquity 
of  the  subject,  hidden  as  thi^  has  been,  adds  ad- 
ditional claims  to  investigation.  And  the  gen- 
tleman, by  introducing  his  remarks,  has  afforded 
a  strong  reason  in  favor  of  our  adopting  the  res- 
olution in  its  present  form.  As  to  any  informa* 
ttott  which  may  have  been  given  to  the  two  first 
Administrations,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  understand, 
it  was  of  that  uncertain  and  questionabk  kind 
which  could  not,  probably,  lead  to  any  certain 
result.  It  is, 'also,  true,  tfiat  information  was 
^ven  on  the  subject  to  Mr.  Jefferson  whilst  Pres- 
ident, and  nothing  was  done,  except,  indeed,  the 
mock  court  of  inquiry,  in  1808,  Whicb  resulted  in 
less  than  nothing.  Not  a  record  of  their  proceed- 
ings is  now  to  be  found,  and  the  person  accused 
has  been  permitted  to  pocket  the  papers.  Part  of 
these  were,  indeed,  obtained  from  Gknerat  Wil- 
kinson, by  the  committee  of  last  session,  but  they 
were  deemed  by  the  cbmmittee  so  unimportant 
and  irrelevant  (with  the  exception  of  A.  Elli- 
cot's  deposition,  which  was  taken  on  the  part  of 
General  Wilkinson,)  as  not  to  deserve  a  place  in 
this  report. 

As  to  the  private  letters,  which  the  gentleman 
haa  alluded  to,  in  the  potsession  ^f  Colonel  Me- 


connexion  with  the  agents  of  Spain ;  those  lei 
ters  were  laid  before  the  committee,  aod  thej 
were  allowed  to  use  them  as  they  thought  propec 
The  committee  (of  which  the  gentleman  froa 
New  York  was  a  member)  unanimousljr  deter 
mined  tha*t  those  letters  were  not  at  all  materi^ 
to  their  inquiry,  and  it  was  deemed  uonecessarj 
even  to  take  copies  of  them,  which  were  fraoid 
offered  by  Mr.  McHenry.  1  think  it,  also, propel 
to  state  that  Colonel  McHenry  informed  t 
committee  that  the  then  AdministratioD  wei 
not  free  from  suspicion  as  to  the  parity  of  Ge 
eral  Wilkinson ;  but, as  mutual  crimiDations  werl 
made  by  General  Wayne  and  General  Wiltii 
son,  tbe  Executive  had  directed  an  inqairf  ajfain 
General  Wayne,  and  intended,  at  its  termioaiiai 
to  proceed  tigainst  General  Wilkinson,  bat  tbj 
death  of  General  Wayne,  and  the  change  of  M 
ministration,  prevented  this  determination  fra 
being  carried  into  effect.  If  it  should  be  (b 
those  who  have  ffone  before  us  hare  not  doi 
their  duty,  let  us  do  ours. 

Mr.  FisK  said  as  it  was  his  intention  to  girt 
different  vote  upon  this  question  from  that  wbici 
he  had  given  at  the  last  session,  he  woo)d  star 
some  of  the  reasons  which  had  induced  him 
change  his  opinion.  Whenever,  said  he,  I  ha 
reflected  upon  the  vote  i  gave  upon  thatoecasioi 
I  have  been  more  dissatisfied  with  it  than  witi 
any  vote  1  ever  gave  before  or  since.  A  similj 
resolution  to  this  did  pass  this  House  duriog  u 
last  session,  without  much  discussion,  and  bfj 
large  majority.  It  was  referred  to  a  co™°JJ'i 
who,  after  much  investigation,  reported.  Wbi 
more  was  done,  or  what  more,  indeed,  caa  v 
done  by  this  House  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
am  unable  to  say.  And,  without  qaestiooiog  tbJ 
constitutionality  of  this  proceeding, it  oaf  bei 
quired  what  good  is  to  result  from  itt  Whit 
its  object  ?  And  unless  ffentlemen  will  point 
the  probable  benefit  of  this  inquiry,  and  specifl 
some  object  to  which  it  is  to  be  directed,  wHj 
shall  we  go  into  it? 

But,  sir,  it  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  perfeciljrcl 
and  settled,  that  the  Constitutional  powers 
this  House  do  extend  to  inquiries  of  this  ^^^ 
For,  no  one  will  pretend  that  it  is  a  P**^"}?  ■ 
found  among  those  specifically  delegated  totoj 
gress  byr  the  Constitution.  If  we  do  possess ifl 
power,  it  is  by  implication.  And  for  what  m 
pose  is  it  implied  ?  May  it  not,  sir,  well  be  qa« 
tioned,  whether  the  Constitution  has  delegjw 
to  Congress  power  to  act  in  any  case  in/''": 
that  act  shall  not  be  effectual  and  conclasirejj 
any  matter  in  which  their  acts  ereatc  no  obiip 


i45 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


446 


DfiCBMBSBf  1810. 


Gwenl  WUktMon. 


H.  or  R. 


Eoodact  k  is  proposed  to  ioquire  ?  Cercainlf  oot. 
rhen,  sir,  A>r  what  pttrpose  this  laborious,  expen- 
sire  ioqairy? 

If  the  CoDstitotion  warrants  os  to  make  an 
Inquiry  of  this  kind,  in  any  case,  it  must  be  on 
(ome  great,  urgent,  and  serious  occasion;  at  a 
lime  when  some  evident  danger  may  be  averted 
t)y  it,  and  some  obvious  good  result  from  it 
rbese  investigations  are  not '  to  be  lightly  insti- 
iited,  for  we  may  readily  imagine  cases  in  which 
lacb  an  inquiry  as  iq  now  proposed  would  be  pro^ 
Inctive  of  the  most  serious  and  fatal  consequen- 
ces, not  only  to  the  individual,  but  to  this  nation. 
iVhen  the  inquiry  commences,  the  officer  is  to  be 
lotified  to  attendf.  He  is  to  be  heard  before  tlie 
{ommittee  in  his  defence.  This  supposes  the 
presence  of  the  officer,  and  if  he  is  no(  here,  he 
s,  I  presume,  to  be  ordered  from  the  Army  and 
us  command  to  appear  before  us ;  any  orders  he 
nay  have  from  his  superior  officer  to  the  coo- 
irery  notwithstanding.  He  cannot,  during  the 
orestigation,  if  it  last  two  vears,  as  this  has,  or 
irill,  if  this  resolution  pass,  be  tried  by  any  other 
tribaoal,  suspended,  or  cashiered;  because  it  will 
Bot  be  contended  even  that  any«two  tribunals  of 
roiicurrent  jurisdictions  shall,  in  this  country, 
proceed  at  the  same  time  to  try  the  same  person 
or  one  and  the  same  offence.  For,  if  one  should 
icqait,  and  the  other  convict,  the  accused  is  cer- 
aio  to  be  pnoished.  To  suspend  or  cashier  him 
vould  be  to  prejudge  his  eatase.  He  must,  then, 
n  retained  in  the  service,  whether  guilty  or  not, 
lill  Congress  shall  proceed  (and  ail  larj^e  bodies 
nove  slowly)  to  determine  their  opinion  upon 
he  commitiee's  report. 

Bot  suppose,  sir,  this  House  slioold,  after  their 
nquiry,  fbim  an  opinion  highly  unfavorable  to 
lis  officer,  and  even  express  that  opinion  in  the 
brm  of  a  resolution,  charging  bim  wjth  a  viola- 
ion  of  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  Has 
ibis  officer  oot  a  right  to  den^  the  charge,  and 
iemand  a  trial  by  a  court  of  inquiry,  or  a  court 
nariian  Certainly  he  has.  If  that  court  has  a 
ight  to  try,  it  has  to  acquit.  Suppose  it  acquit 
be  accused  of  the  charge ;  to  which  must  he 
abmic  ?  Shall  be  be  acquitted  by  a  court  mar- 
ial  for  a  charge  touching  his  conduct  as^an  officer, 
lod,  after  that  acquittal,  be«removed  by  the  Prest- 
iept;  and  thas  disgneed  and  sacrificed,  because 
ibis  Hottse  bsve  expressed  an  unfavorable  opin- 
ion concernio^  htm,  which  opinion  a  competent 
ifibanal  to  decide  shall  have  cfeciared  to  be  incor* 
Ecct  and  unjust?  Really,  sir,  this  is  supposing 
10  extrenae  case,  but  a  case  which  may  occur; 
isd.  if  it  should,  in  what  manner  would  our  pro* 
Beediogs  be  viewed  by  this  nation  1  The  rigor- 
)ns  and  cruel  opration  of  the  precedent  we  are 
iboQt  to  establish  by  adopting  this  resolution, 
nay  be  soch  as  catinot  and  will  not  be  borne  by 
ibe  citizens  of  this  community. 

Why,  then,  sir,  shall  we  be  pressed  into  it? 
Kotbing  effectual  and  beneficial  can  result  from 
(t  to  the  nation  during  this  Congress,  if  ever. 
The  scene  of  action  is  at  a  great  distance.  The 
iDqniry  is  vastly  extensive.  Your  committee  are 
io  iaqaire  generally  into  the  eonduct  of  Gknerai 
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Wilkinson,  asd  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 
To  send  where,  but  to  New  Orleans,  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  and  to  places  more  distant?  Is 
it  expected  that  evidence  can  be  procured  from 
these  places,  examined,  reported,  and  acted  tfpon 
by  this  House  before  the  fourth  of  March  ?  it  is 
impossible.  In  what,  then,  is  all  this  proceeding 
to  result  but  in  an  expense  of  the  time  of  this 
House,  and  the  money  of  this  nation  ?  At  the 
last  session,  this  inquiry  was  commenced,  and, 
when  Congress  adjourned,  it  was  left  unfinished, 
and  this  is  to  be  its  fate  the  present  session.  We 
shall  but  leave  it  for  the  next  Congress  to  fimsh 
or  neglect,  as  they,  in  their  wisdom,  may  decide. 
Therefore,  sir,  without  expressing  any  opinton 
upon  what  may  be  called  the  meriuof  the  case— 
the  conduct  which  is  to  be  the  subject  of  this  in- 
quiry—I aui  decidedly  opposed  to  the  adopting  of 
this  resolution.  It  is  recording  a  precedent,  the 
constitutionality  of  which  may  be  seriously  ques- 
tioned ;  the  influence  and  operation  of  which,  in 
other  cases,  and  upon  other  occasions,  if  not  in 
this  ease,  may  be  productive  of  mutiny  and  dis- 
order in  your  armies,  embarrassment  to  tho  Exeo- 
utive,  and  of  oppression  and  ruin  to  the  individu<> 
ab  who  may  have  the  misfortune  to  be  subject- 
ed to  it.  Let  general  rumor  and  common  tame 
accuse  any  officer,  however  distinguished  by 
his  services,  or  honored  with  confidence,  if  this 
House  direct  an  inquiry,  the  trial  must  be  tre- 
mendous to  that  individual,  although  we  have 
neither  the  power  to  acquit  or  convict  bim.  It 
ought  not  to  be  instituted,  unless  there  is,  at  least, 
a  prospect  that  it  may  be  concluded  by  the  same 
Cooglress  who  commence  it;  which,  in  this  in* 
stance,  cannot  be  expected.  It  is  to  be  a  trial 
without  end,  and  the  officer,  whether  guilty  or 
innocent,  is  neither  to  be  dismissed,  punished,- or 
restored  to  his  command,  but,  to  remain  in  pay  to 
defend  his  conduct  for  twenty  years  of  his  life,  till 
Congress  are  ready  to  express  an  opinion,  in  an-^ 
swer  to  common  fame,  concerning  bim.  And,  as 
we  cannot  pretend  to  do  more  than  express  an 
opinion,.!  am  willing  to  forbeat*  ev^n  that,  and 
vote  against  the  passage  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Macon  said  he  was  sorry  that  they  bad 
changed  the  form  of  the  resoiutidn.  If  he  had 
been  in  the  House  at  the  time  it  was  done,  he 
should  have  objected  to  it^  because  the  General 
could  as  well  have  attended  that  committee  with- 
out a  summons  as  he  did  last  session  the  caili<> 
mittee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
Army.  It  could  not  be  possible,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  that  any  committee  which  had  been  ap- 
pointed cuuld  have  refused  to  hear  Qeneral  Wil- 
kinson if  he  had  wished  to  have  been  heard. 
Mr«  M.  said  be  would  not  give  any  opinion  as  to 
the  guilt  or  innocence  of  General  Wilkinson. 
He  wished  not  only  him  but  every  man  in  the 
nation  to  be  innocent,  and  more  particularly  did 
be  feel  this  wish  in  relation  to  one  who  had  gone 
through  the  Revolution  with  as  much  honor  as 
Qeneral  Wilfcinson  did.  Whenever  such  a  man 
was  convicted  of  any  species  of  crime,  it  lessened 
the  national  character^  which  oufht  to  be  dear 
to  every  man.    It  was  unpossible  that  there  could 
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be  anytbibg  like  persecQtipn  in  this  case*.  Of 
what  maieriaU  muat  a  man  be  composed  in  this 
country,  who  was  desirous  of  persecuting  a  man 
that  went  through  the  lievolution  with  glory  ? 
Every  one  must  wish  him  to  be  innocent. 

Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  M.  said  he  should  vote 
for  the  resolution^  thoagh  he  disapproved  of  part 
of  it.  He  said  it  seemed  to  him  as  though  it 
would  be  something  like  a  censure  on  the  fornier 
committee  not  to  pursue  the  inquiry. 

The  Constitutional  question  he  considered  as 
settled.  It  had  been  again  stirred,  however,  and 
eentlemen  who  last  year  bad  though t4he  inquiry 
UonstitoiioDal  now  seemed  doubtlul.  But  it  had 
been  said,  that  if  they  had  the  Constitutional 
power  to  inquire,  it  was  a  power  which  should 
not  be  exercised  unless  on  great  occasions,  espe* 
cially  at  a  time  when  no  mao  can  tell  hew  long 
the  nation  will  now  be  in  peace.  If  this  were 
not  one  of  those  questions  which  demanded  an 
immediate  inquiry,  he  should  like  to  know  what 
was.  What  the  President  might  hav«  intended 
to  do.  Mr.  M.aaid  he  knew  not,  unless  from  what 
had  been  suggested  to-day.  J3ut  whatever  the 
President  might  do  was,  nothing  to  him.  If  he 
wished  his  ioteation  to  be  known  to  the  House, 
be  ought  himself  to  communicate  it  by  a  message 
in  writing.  To  whom  did  the  Army  belong? 
Was  it  a  National  or  Bieeutive  army  ?  It  was 
the  army  of  the  nation,  and  the  Legislature  had 
a  right  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  iL  If  it  was 
the  army  of  the  Executive,  as  in  Monarchies, 
where  the  King  can  say  my  army,  my  navy,  and 
everything  was  of  the  Kxecutive  and  not  of  the 
nation,  then  he  would  admit  that  the  House  had 
not  the  right  of  inquiry.  Suppose  Aaron  Burr 
had  been  Commander-in-Chief,  and  they  could 
not  have  got  clear  of  him  in  any  other  way ; 
woukl  not  Congress  have  been  justified  in  witb- 
bolding  his  pay  and  that  of  the  army  ?  If  they 
bad  not  done  so,  they  would  have  aeserved  the 
halter  he  was  preparing  for  them.  Everything 
beiongiag  to  appropriation,  Mr.  M.  said,  was  pe- 
culiarly the  property  of  this  House;  and  in  times 
of  old  the  Republicans  had  been  so  tenacious  of 
the  rights  of  this  House  that  they  did  not  like  an 
appropriation  to  originate  in  the  Senate. 

Another  objection  to  the  inquiry  was,  that  it 
would  not  be  completed  within  the  session.  This 
objection,  Mr.  M.  said,  would  go  to  a  vast  many 
thmgs  at  every  second  session  of  Congress.  If 
it  could  not.be  finished,  it  might  progress.  A 
man  who  waits  for  lucky  days  on  his  plantation 
scarcely  ever  makes  anything*  It  had  been  said' 
too  that  the  inoniry  was  ex  parte.  Was  it  more 
so  than  everything  else  in  the  House?  Was  it 
more  so  than  the  inquiry  inro  the  sickness  at  New 
Orleans — and  yet  no  complaint  had  been  made 
on  that  head.  If  the  committee  appointed  on 
this  subject  had  in  view  to  take  testimony  to  ex- 
culpate Wilkinson,  they  would,  in  Mr.  M.'s  opin- 
ion, not  only  deserve  censure  but  expulsion.  In 
every  case  of  inquiry  occurring  in  the  House  tes- 
timony was  taken  as  it  was  last  year  and  as 
proposed  now.  The  argument  of  expense  was 
equally  weak.    It  was  not  the  expense  of  inquiry, 


or  even  of.  the  civil  list,  which  oaade  the  oations 
of  the  earth  groan  under  taxes  too  burdensome 
to  be  borne.  It  was  something  far  dififereot— it 
was  armies  aod  navies — the  force  which  eoableil 
some  men  to  rise  to  greatness  on  the  liberties  of 
their  country.  It  is  these  which  produce  taxes. 
The  civil  list  and  the  expenses  of  inquiry  are 
scarcely  a  drop  in  the  bucket.  It  so  happens, 
that  we,  like  all  other  nations,  make  more  to  do 
«bout  little  expenses  than  about  millions.  If  we 
cannot  get  along  with  this  expense,  we  ought  to 
put  down  some  establishments  much  more  ex- 
pensire  and  certainly  of  no  very  great  benelt. 
There  are  perhaps,  even  on  the  civil  Jist.  uxless 
offices  enough,  it  put  down,  to  save  sufficient  lo 
pay  all  the  expenses  of  inquiry.  He  meant  the 
loan  officers  of  the  difiereot  States.  None  of  the 
ob^tions  to  it  having  weight .  en  his  mind)  he 
said  he  should  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  PiTCiN  said  he  rose  simply  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  gentlemen  to  a  part  of  the  report  of  a 
committee  at  the  last  session;  about  which  he 
had  heard  nothing  said  as  yet.  It  was  that  part 
relating  to  the  mode  of  General  Wilkinsoo's  ob- 
taining money  from  the  public  Treasury ;  ooi 
only,  as  it  appeared  to  him  from  the  docuneois, 
contrary  to  the  Constitution,  but  directly  cootrarf 
to  every  principle  of  law — and  this  was  i  {art 
about  which  he  presumed  there  was  no  questioa 
of  the  right  of  the  House  to  make  inquiry.  And 
he  thought,  if  gentlemen  had  read  the  report  of 
the  committee,  it  would  be  impossible  for  them. 
as  guardians  of  the  people's  money,  to  hefitsie  to 
vote  for  further  inquiry  on  the  subject.  That 
committee  had  before  them,  among  other  deposi- 
tions, that  of  the  AccounUni  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment—and Mr.  P.  undertook  to  .^y,  that  it  ap- 
peared from  that  deposition  and  the  documeots 
accompanying  it,  that  General  Wilkiosoo  had 
got  into  his  hands  and  still  held  thousands  aod 
tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  of  the  public  money. 
contrary  to  law.  Mr.  P.  here  quoted  the  deposi- 
tion of  Mr.  Simmons  on  the  subject.  Geaeral 
Wilkinson  had  also,  he  said,  drawn  money  from 
the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  contrary  to  law;  for 
which  he  had  given  only  bis  receipt,  and  f^r 
which  he  had  never  accounted.  He  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  also  to  another  fact.  It 
was  stated  by  the  Acoountaat  of  the  War  L)^ 
partment,  that  General  Wiikinson  had  seen  fit  to 
direct  the  payment  of  money  from  the  Treasory 
for  the  freight  of  his  own  flour  from  Baltimoie 
to  Charleston  and  Havana,  during  the  time  « 
the  embargo.  He  had  certified  an  account  to  he 
correct,  and  ordered  the  payoient  of  the  money, 
for  the  freight  of  a  cargo  of  flour  which  vas 
afterwards  carried  to  Havana  aad  there  dis- 
tributed by  himself.  Mr.  P.  wished  to  kao« 
whether  it  was  understood  that  General  WiIub- 
son  was  authorized  to  draw  money  from  ue 
Treasury  for  the  freight  of  his  own  properif 
from  one  part  of  the  United  States  to  aDotberU 
Another  thing  in  these  documents,  Mr.  P.  »^^ 
he  would  call  the  attention  of  gentleman  tiM^ 
three  or  four  years  standing— to  the  case  of  u«* 
erai  WUkinsoa's  directing  paymeat  ooi  of  uie 
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poUic  moatf  for  the  Inotportation  of  tiir^e  or 

foar  ibooMod  ppuads  weight  of  what  way  called 
bis  baggage  loritt^burg, loading  therewith  three 
or  four  wagons.  Mr,  r.  quot^l  the  deposiiioD 
of  Captain  iPeter,  stating  that  payment  had  been 
made  fur  tbe  traosportation  of  his  private  property 
by  the  public  agent.  Now  he  wished  to  know 
of  g«otIemen,  if  these  depositions  were  correct, 
(and  they  had  never  beea  contradicted,)  whether 
tbe  House  ought  not  to  proceed  in  this  inqairy  1 
Ought  they  not  to  give  to  General  Wilkiosoa  at 
least  an  opportuiHly  to  refute  them?  And  was 
it  not  their  duty  to  inquire  whether  thia  money 
had  been  applied  agreeably  to  law  ?  . 

He  said  he  could  not  refrain  from  calling  the 
atteDtioo  of  the  House  to  one  other  fact  in  rela- 
tioo  to  illegal  drafts  of  money  from  ihe  Treasury* 
It  ivas  a  charge  for  horses  purchased  for  the  Uni- 
ted State:^  (Mr.  P.  quoted  the  docun>en(s  on  this 
subject,  relating  to  an  alleged  purchase  of  horses 
uooecessarily  and  at  an  extravagant  price  for  the 
public  service,  io  the  sale  of  which  it  is  insinua* 
ted  in  one  o(  the  depositions  that :  the  General 
was  himself  interested.]  If  the  House  .are  not 
to  inquire  into  these  things,  (said  Mr.  P,)  why 
let  us  all  have  an  eq^al  chance  with  the  Com- 
maoder  of  the  Army,  to  freight  our  flour,  trans- 
port our  goodsL  and  sell  our  horses.  If  these  facts, 
stated  io  tbe  documentsyare  true,  on  that  ground. 
if  00  DO  other,  we  ought  to  prosecute  the  inquiry, 
aod  ascertain  whether  money  is  thus  to  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  contrary  to  the  Consiitution, 
aod  to  law.      . 

Tbe  final  (|nestioa  on  the  resolution  was  de- 
cided as  follows : 

YiAt-JMcph  AUen,  Lamael  J.  Alfllon,  WUlia  Al^ 
•too,  jr.,  Eiddel  Bmod,  .  WilUam  T.  Bany,  Bvrwell 
Bnmett,  WilUaia  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelovi,  Daniel 
BUiideJJ,  James  Bi-eekenridge,  WUUam  A.  BarweU, 
Waiism  Butler,  John  C.  ChamberUin,  WUUam  Cham- 
berlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittendeo, 
Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  Richard  Cults,  John 
DtTenport,  juiyior,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James 
Kmott^Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillai  Gannett,  David  8. 
Oarlaad,  Thomas  Gholsoo,  Charles  Qoldsboroogh,  Pe- 
terson Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  Dan- 
iel Heiiter,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebeneier  Hunting- 
ton, Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M. 
JohnioD,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Konnedy,  Herman 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  I^e  Roy  Lit- 
iagstOD,  Nathaniel  Maeon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archi- 
bald McBryde^  8amael  McKee,  Pleasant  M.  MUler, 
WifliuQ  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gordon  S.  Mum- 
ford,  Thomas  Newtooi.  John  Nicholson,  Jeseoh  Pear* 
100,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  Jo«ali  Q^incy,  John  Sea  of  Pennsylyania, 
T^u  Sammona*  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Shefiey, 
BtQoii  Smelt,  George  Smith.  John  Smith,  Samuel 
^th,  Junes  Stephenson,  Lewie  B.  Stnrges,  Jacob 
Bwoope,  Semnel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talbnadge,  John 
Thoopion,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Archilwld  Van  Horn,  Kjflian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Ro- 
^  Wetkiey,  Latban  Wheaton«  Jamee  Wilson,  and 
nobcrt  Witber^Kion^— 79. 

Nats— WUUam  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Adam  Boyd, 
Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Calhonn,  William  Crawford, 
WilUsja  Findley,  Jonathan  JiA.  WiUlam  Hehtts> 

lUh  Con.  3d  Sjsss.— 15 


James  Holland,  Jacob  Hnfty,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyie, 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Porter,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  John  A.  Scud- 
der,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie, 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Taylor,  ITri 
Tracy,  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Wright— 36. 

•  Mr.  Troop,  Mr.  Saoe,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr. 
Breckenridob/ were  then  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 


Wedkesoat,  December  19. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassbtt, 

Ordered,  That  the  petitions  of  AmiUe  Euge- 
nie Beaumarohnts,  heir  and  representative  of  the 
late  CaroQ  de  Beau  in  arc  ha  is,  deceased,  by  J.  A.' . 
Cheva4iie,  her  attorney,  presented  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  December,  1805,  and  the  second  of  April. 
18Q6.;  together  with  the  Message  of  the  sixth  ot 
February,  1807,  from  the  President  of  the  United  ' 
Siates,  and  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
of  the  fourteenth  of  December,  1807,  upon  the 
subject  of  the  claim  of  the  said  representative^  * 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  John  Smith  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Brambach  and  others^  of  tbe  State  of  Virginia. 
t<tating,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  renewal  or 
the  patent  granted  to  Oliver  Evans,  for  an  im* 
provement  in  mills  for  manufacturing  flour,  they' 
have  been  and  will  be  subjected  to  much  incon- 
venience and  expense  in  having,  after  the  expira- 
tion and  prior  to  the  renewal  of  tbe  patent,  used 
tbe  said  improvement,  and  praying  that  Con^^ress 
will  exempt  them,  and  all  others  similarly  situa- 
ted, from  all  damages  which  tbe  said  Evans  may- 
recover  against  them,  and  that  they  may  continue 
to  use  the  said  improvement  free  of  expense. — 
Referred  to  the  committee  appointed,  on  the 
twelfth  instant,  to  inquire  what  alterations  aro 
necessary  in  the  acts  respecting  patents. 

Mr.  MoKRow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands^  iiresented  a  bill  providing  for  tne  final 
aBjUstment  of  claims  to  laads^  and  for  tbe  sale  of. 
the  public  landft  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans  and 
Louisiana)  which  were  read  twice  and  commit-' 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JeNNiNoa, 

Beaolvedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  Uni- 
ted States*  road  from  Vinceones,  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, to  the  Western  boundary  of  the  county  of 
Dearborn,  in  the  said  Territory,  so  as  to  meet  the 
State  road  from  Chilicothe,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
to  the  Western  boundary  of  said  State;  with 
leave  to  report  thereon  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Jennings,  Mr.  Knickerbacker,  and  Mr. 
Tqompson,  were  then  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Efpes,  from  the  Committee  of  Wa^s  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  President's 
Messi^  of  the  twelfth  instant,  presented  a  bill 
making  an  additional  a{)prupriation  to  supply  a 
deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the  relief  and 
protection  of  distressed  American  seamen;  which 
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WHS  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
Gf  the  Whole  oa  Friday  oext. 

Mr.  EppESf  from  the  same  committee,  also 
preseDted  a  bill  to  confinae  in  force^  for  a  farther 
time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "\n  act 
farther  to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of 
.the  United  States  against  the  Barbarv  Powers  j" 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  neat. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Troup  be  excused  from 
serving  on  the  committee  appointed  yesterday,  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  General  James  Wilk- 
inaoD,  and  that  Mc.  Bibb  be  appointed  in  bis  place. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  LovB,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Reaoived,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  infbrjnatioa,  first,  of  the 
ainount  of  debts  due  from  indiriduab  and  bodies  cor- 
porate to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  diatiaguishing 
the  amount  due  by  bond,  mortgage,  or  other  specialty, 
'-fioln  that  payable  by  notes^  biUs  of  exchange,  or  otber 
Mrety,  not  under  seal  to  the  said  bank  and  its  branehes, 
and  what  portion  of  said  debts  are  considered  a»  ttaad- 
iiig  accommodation  to  the  customen  of  said  bank  and 
its  blanches:  Second,  of  the  amount  of  notes  of  the 
•aid  bank  and  its  branches  now  in  dtculation :  Thirdly, 
whether  the  reTonne  of  the  United  States,  or  what 

Krtions  of  it,  are  ordered  to  be  deposited  in  the.  said 
ok  and,  its  branches;  whether  any  portion  of  it  is 
oi^ered  to  bo  deposited  in  other,  and,  if  so,  what  other 
banks;  and  what  will  be  the  probable  amount  of  de- 
positee in  favor  of  the  United  States,  in  any  of  the  said 
banks  or  Uieir  branches,  and  which  of  them,  on  the 
first  day  of  March»  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eleyen. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
,the  table. 

Mr.  Gold,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
Che  fourteenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  ascertain  and  settle,  by 
the  appointment  of  Commissioners^  the  exterior 
line  of  the  public  land  at  West  Point,  with  the 
adjoiniog  proprietor;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committ^  of  the  Whole  to*mor- 
row. 

Mr.  Eppeb  presented  to  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  of  the  application  of  the  mo- 
neys appropriated  for  the  relief  and  protection  of 
distressed  American  seamen ;  which  was  rend, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Horn,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Colombia,  presented  a  bill  for  con- 
tinuing the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Friday  next. 

The  Hpuse  resolved  itself. into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  fixing  the  compensation 
of  the  additional  Assistant  Postmaster  General. 

On  motion  Of  Mr.  Eppeb,  thie  blank  in  the  bill 
'  for  the  salary  waa  filled  with  <'Ql,60a'' 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  as 
/  amended ;  which  wtfa  ordered  to  be  engrossedfor 
a  third  reading. 


8TATB  OF  THE  ARMT. 

Mr.  Newton  said  it  would  be  recollected  that 
the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  at  the  last 
session^  to  inquire  into  the  cause  or  causes  of  the 
mortality  in  the  armj  at  New  Orleans,  owing  to 
the  late  hour  at  which  it  had  been  introduced 
(the  27th  April,)  was  not  acted  upon;  he  would, 
therefore,  move'  that  the  report  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House. — Agreed  to,  67 
to  17. 

Mr.  Smilie  hoped  that  the  vote  on  the  refer- 
ence might  be  reconsidered ;  as  he  considered  it 
a  procedure  totally  without  precedent,  that  an 
unfinbhed  act  of  the  last  session  should  be  made 
the  subject  of  reference  in  this  informal  way. 

Ob  this  question  of  order,  considerable  debate 
took  place;  in  which  Messrs.  Smilib,  Pitkin, 
Wbight,  Tayloa,  W.  Alston,  and  SouTBAan, 
advocated  the  reconsideration,  and  Messrs.  New- 
ton, MiLNOR,  and  Miller,  opposed  it.  The 
question  waa  decided  in  &vor  of  reconsideration, 
49  to  39. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  reference  of 
the  report  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  was 
lost. 

Mr.  NfiWTON  moTed  to  refer  it  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

This  motion  waa  declared  to  stand  on  the 
same  grotiod  in  point  of  order  as  a  motion  to 
refer  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton  then  introduced  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqiiire 
into  Uie  cause  or  canses  which  produced  die  groai 
mortality  in  the  detachment  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
Statesy  stationed  at  New  Orleana^  and  t|ial  they  have 
power  to  send  for  petsoaa  an^  pajpwrs. 

Mr.  Tatlor  mored  an  amendment  to  the 
resolution,  which  went  to  refer  the  consideration 
of  this  subject  to  the  committee  yesterday  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  General 
Wilkinson.  He  made  this  motion  with  a  riew, 
as  General  Wilkinson  was  evidently  as  much 
the  object  of  this  inquiry  as  of  the  other,  that 
two  committees  should  not  sit  at  the  same  time 
for  the  same  purpose;  that  two  torturing  irons 
should  not  be  applied  to  the  victim  at  the  same 
time^  Messrs.  Nbwton,  Finolet.  and  Bacon, 
opposed  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Tatlob, 
on  the  ground  that  the  subjects  of  inquiry  were 
separate  and  distinct  It  was  not  affreed  to. 
'  The  question  on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Newtov 
was  decided  in  its  favor,  yeaa  66;  and  a  commit- 
tee of  seven  was  appointed. 

Mr.  Newton,  Mr,  Cochran,  Mr.  Winn,  Mr. 
MuMFORo,  Mr.  Crawporo,  and  Mr.  CBAJfPioif, 
were  then  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to  the 
said  resolution.' 


Thdrsdat,  December  20« 

A  motion  waa  made  br  Mr.  JBNMiiroa,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolutions : 

ReBched,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  Executive 
authorities  of  tha  several  States  and  Territories,  of  the 
Ujnitsd  States,  respsctively,  ahould  be  authoriasd  and 
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directed,  by  hv,  to  spprAMid,  mcum,  and  dtlmr  lo 
the  GoTdmof  of  Che  IndialM  Temloiy,  for  the  timo  be- 
iflf ,  or  hj»  ageot,  any  fOgUi^  or  fugitiveu  from  jue- 
tioe,  opon  deaend  being  made  of  the  becutive  author- 
itj  of  any  cneb  State  or  Territory  to  which  each  fugi- 
tife  or  Aigitivee  shall  have  fled,  and  upon  producing 
an  indictment  found,  or  an  affidavit  made,  before  a 
magistrate  of  laid  Teiritory,  charging  the  person  so 
demmded  with  having  committed  treason,  folonj,  or 
other  crime,  within  the  jnrisdiction  of  the  same. 

Ruotved,  Kkiwiie^  That  it  is  expedient  that  any 
persoQ  holding  an  office  or  offices  of  profit  or  trust 
from  the  Governor  of  the  Indiana  Temtory,  (justices 
of  the  peace  and  militia  officers  excepted,)  should  bsi 
by  law,  declared  ineligible  to  and  disqaaliiSed  to  act  in 
either  the  House  of  Representatives  ot  Legislative 
GoQodJ  of  said  Territory,  as  members  hereof,  until 
SQch  office  or  Offices  shall  have  been  resigned,  and  soch 
conuDiMeft,  with  the  remgnatioD,  lAall  have  been  trane* 
mitted  Is  the  oflfoe  ef  tho  Secretary  of  the  Terrilbiy 
iineitid* 

« 

The  resolattOQ  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  en 
the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  fix  the'  eompenaation  of 
the  additional  Assistant  Poatcoaater  Qeneral' was 
md  the  third  time,  and  pa^ed. 

The  Hoose  resolred  Scself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Che  bill  for  the  relief  of 
George  Armrdyd  and  Company. 

No  amendmeot  being  aMde,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered  to  be  engrossedj  and  read  the  third  time  to* 
morrow. 

Mr.  Yaw  Hoiin.  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  ColamDia,  presented  a  bill  to  incorpo- 
nte  the  sahseribers  to  the  Bank  of  WashiD^ton ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  eommUted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bassstt,  from  the  commiuee  appointed 
the  oineteeDth  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  incor^ 
poratethe  Protestant  Efpiscopal  Church  in  the 
town  of  Alexandria;  which  was  read  twice  and 
comroitced  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Taesday  next. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Ob  Qottoa  of  Mr.  Maoow,  the  Honse  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Wboie  oa  t|ie  state 
of  the  UqIod,  on  the  mdikm  inlrodneed  by  Mr. 
Macon,  for  adding  to  tbe  Coastitaiioa  th'e  foi- 
ioviog  article: 

/*No  Senator  or  RepreieBtalive,  after  having  taken 
Ins  itat,  ahaB,  daring  the  time  for  which  he  was 
circled,  be  eligible  to  any  chril  a|ipointnient  nnder  Ibe 
uthority  of  the  United  Stolen  noTr  ahall  any  person 
be  eljgiUe  to  my  such  appointment  until  the  ezpur*- 
tiMof  the  Pieiidential  term,  during  which  such  per- 
Mn  ihaU  have  been  a  Senator  or  Ri^reienlative." 

Mr.  Rbba  said  that  this  amendment  would 
gotocaruhl  the  privileges  of  our  eitisens,  and 
to  intiodace  an  innoTatioa  oi  the  Constitution, 
for  these  two  ample  reasons  he  moved  to  amend 
It  i>f  striking  out  the  following  words:  ^'nor 
ibiU  any  person  be  eligible  to  any  sneh  appoint- 
taeot  until  tbe  expiration  of  the  Presidential 
icnn,  during  which  such  person  shall  harre  been 
«  Seoator  or  RepreseUUtive." 

Mr.  Macoh' defended  his  proposition  ^nd  op- 


posed Mr.  Rbia'a  raocion.  He  said  that  the  db* 
jection  to  his  proposittoa  because  it  was  aeW| 
was  not  sound,  if  the  motion  was  reasonable  ia 
itselll  The  atn^dment  went  to  complete  the 
intention  of  the  Ihimers  of  the  Constitution, 
which  was  that  no  member  of  Congress  should, 
be  appointed  to  any  office.  It  would  prevent 
party  spirit  froqn  going  too  far  for  office;  from 
making  places  when  going  out  of  ofl&ee,  to 
secure  to  itselC  some  sort  of  power  in  other  de- 
partmearts,  when  it  could  not  retain  it  ia  the 
Legislature.  A^  to  depriving  men  of  their  righC 
by  eoQuag  to  Congtess,  it  was  an  empty  nig»- 
naent ;  aceerdtng  to  which  -  t|te  Coosthutmn  de* 
prived  men  of  their  right  by  prohibiting  a  naem* 
bar  from  holding  an  office  whilst  in  that  capaoityy 
or  from  serving  in  any  office  created  while  he 
was  a  member.  Bat  in  what  respect  would  this 
restriction  affect  the  coaamunity?  Could  not 
offices  as  weU  be  filled  out  of  Congress  as  in  it  ? 
Congress  had  already  legislated  as  far  as  ia  their 
power  on  this  subject  by  passing  a  law  to  pre- 
vent eontraelors  from  holding  a  seat  on  this  floor* 

The  iadepeadence  of  the  l[4eglslatnre  was  the 
object*  If  there  was  bo  covetoosness  of  office,  if 
human  nnture  ,was  perfect,  we  should  want  no 
laws.  But  laws  bccotfte  necessary  10  check  tbe 
frailitiea  of  our  nature,  and  this  provision  would 
serve  to  repress  the  inordinate  desire  of  man  for 
office.  Indeed^  said  he,  it  is  as  necessary  almost 
to  gourd  agamst  a  virtue  as  against  a  vice. 
Tafii  the  ease  of  a  man  who  has  long  been  in 
Cougress^  whose  worth  all  acknowledge,  about 
tp  retire,  and  we  know  that  he  has  not  where* 
withal  CO  support '  himself'*~we  should  almost, 
forgetting  our  duty  to  the  Constitution,;  be  wil- 
iiiur  to  mf  ke  a  place  expressly  for  him. 

Mr.  M.  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that  nothing^ 
could  be  naore  incorrect,  as  related  to  the  inde* 
pendcuce  of  the  Lcigislature,  than  for  men  to  be 
sitting  here,  knowing  that  when  they  retired 
they  were  Ho  have  an  office.  Knowing  that  they 
were  to  have  it.  was  not  worse  than  wishing  to 
have  it;  because  iu  either  case  the  independence 
of  the  expectant  was  destroyed.  The  practice  of 
bestowing  offices  on  memliers  of  the  Legislature 
had  already  obtained  to  an  extent  not  before 
known.  It  was  a  practice  pleasing  to  memben, 
and  it  would  |;row.  Suppose  any  member  want- 
ed an  appointment,  and  should  go  to  his  friends 
and  get  recommendations  from  twenty,  thirty,  or 
forty  of  them.  Would  it  not  operate  almost  as  a 
command  on  the  Eiecutive,  when  he  saw  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Legislature  declaring  that  this  man 
ought  to  have  an  office?  If  he  were  to  refuse  he 
would  soon  feel  the  consequences. 

Believing  tbe  purity  of  tbe  Legislature  to  de- 
pend on  tbe  existtence  of  such  a  provision  as  he 
had  proposed.  Mr.  M.  said,  he  could  not  consent 
«o  strike  it  out.  Erery  thing,  said  he,  depends  on 
tbe  Legfslatttxe.  Make  the  members  of  the  Le* 
gislature  offiee«httnters,  and*  you  make  the  nation 
so.  If  the  Executive  archives  could  be  consnlted| 
it  would  be  seen  that  the  applications  for  office 
in  the  nation  at  large  had  progressed  much  ia 
tl|e  same  proportion  as  those  from  the  membaEa 
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itf  Congress;.  And  is  it  not  natural^  sir,  that  the 
people  who  send  a  hmd  to  CoogreRs,  seeing  him 
IMTovided  wiih  a  snug  place,  womd  want  the  same 
ihing?  I  am  wiilipg  to  esie'iid  the  principle;  1 
am  almost  wLiting  to.  go  as  far  as  upon  ih«  jury 
principle  in  trials  for  life.  I  am  willing  sot  onlv 
to  exclude  ourselves,  but  to  exclude  our  kindied. 
Could  anything  be  more  tnoriifying.  Kfr.  M.  ask' 
ed,  than  to  see  every  little  appointment  in  ibe 
nation  given  to  the  Legislature  ?  JTo  hiiO  it  was 
a  mortifying  oircumstanae.  He  could  mention 
names;  but  that  it  was  always  painful  td  him  to 
do  so.  He  had  seen  this  practice  growiag  with 
our  growth ;  and,  if  not  checked^  it  would  come 
to  be  one  of  the  greatest  of  evils.  If  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  could  demonstrate  that 
there  was  such  a  pNOverty  of  talent  in  the  nation, 
that,  by  the  exclusion  of  members  of  Congress 
from  cttce,  the  busiaess  of  the  nation  would  be 
arrested,  he  would  vote  for  bis  motion,  and  not 
otherwise. 

It  bad  been  said  that  the  proposed  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  virent-to  deprive  the  citizen  of 
bis  right.  It  appeared  to  Mr,  M,  that  this  riffht 
of  office  was  not  a  good  tbinf .  He  knew  that 
BO  man  in  the  House  was  farther  from  office- 
bunting  tban.the  gentleman  who  made  the  mo- 
tion— his  remark  applied  to  the  subject,  and  bad 
no  particular  application  to  men.  If  experience 
bad  not  convinced  gentlemen  that  something 
wanted  doing,  he  despaired  of  convincing  them. 
He  hoped  the  motion  would  not  be  agreed  to, 

Mr,  fioYo  said  that  of  the  RepuMican  princi- 
plea  of  the  gentleman  last  op,  he  had  no  doubt; 
not  these  principles  might  be  carried  too  far  to 
,  support  themselves.  The  gentleman's  argument 
supposed  that  the  ability  of  those  persons  sent 
bere  being  known  to  the  President,  they,  there- 
fore, ought  not  to  be  appointed  to  office*  The 
argument  was,  because  a  person  was  recommend-* 
ed  to  office  by  the  best  men  in  the  nation,  he 
ought,  therefore,  not  to  be  appointed.  It  went 
vpon  the  iupposition  that  the  President,  an  offi- 
cer chosen  from  the  people  for  bis  superior  virtue, 
would  appoint  venallv.  But  let  us  beware,  said 
Mr,  B.,  of  tinkering  the  Coastitntion,  From  the 
Yery  inni^vation  wbich  tbe  amendment  proposes. 
I  should  oppose  it ;  because  it  is  necessary  to  tbe 
life  and  vigor  of  the  Constitution  that  we  mid- 
dle with  it  as  little  as  possible.  By  so  frequently 
altering  the  Constitution,  we  shall  keep  tbe  peo- 
ple in  a  perpetual  ferment,  not  knowtag  whether 
they  have  a  polar  star  or  not. 

Mr,  BuRwELL  considered  the  part  proposed  to 
be  struck  out  es  the  most  valuable  part  of  tbe 
amendment.  If  that  were  struck  out,  there 
would  be  hardly  any  part  of  it  worth  retaining. 
Tbisquestion,  be  said,  was  particularly  fortunate 
for  those  composing  tbe  majority  of  Congress. 
It  furnished  them  an  opportunity  to. convince  the 
world  at  large,  that  they  were  not  -governed  by 
mercenary  motives;  that  the  codrse  they  pursued 
was  dictated  by  their  judgment  alone.  What 
could  tend  more  to  reconcile  all  parties  in  tbe 
nation,  than  a  perfett  confidence  that  no  sinister 
motives  govertied  the  vote  of  any  member  of  this 


House?  And  who  could  charge  any  vember 
with  corrupt  motives  when  the  Constitution  ha4 
pseclodedhim  from  office  ?  This  was  indeed  as 
occasion  at  wbich  gentlemen  ought  to  reioice,as 
it  would  show  the  disinterestedness  with  which 
they  supported  the  present  or  future  Prenidentof 
tbe  United  States;  and  that,  in  giving  their  suf- 
frage for  a  President,  they  were  not  inflQeoced 
by.  interested  motives.  Mr.  B.  was  willing  him* 
self  to  give  this  pledge. 

The  objection  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see that  this  provision  would  abridge  tbe  pririle 
ges  of  the  members,  was  eti titled  to  very  little 
weight  indeed.  The  Constitution  had  slreadf 
in  this  way  abridged  their  privileges.  It  bad 
already  di^^qualified  the  members  of  Congress  ia 
a  certain  degree  from  holding  office ;  this  proposi- 
tion went  to  extend  tbe  principle.  The  strength 
of  a  Government  like  this  diepends  ia  a  great 
degree  OB  tbe  confidence  of  the  people  in  ihoM 
who  for  tha  time  being  eontroi  its  operatioos. 
He  trusted  that  a  majority  of  this  House  woald 
prove  to  the  people  and  to  tbe  world  that  thef 
were  governed  by  the  purest  motives.  He  called 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  tbe  British  GorerQ' 
ment.  Was  it  not  notorious,  be  asked,  that  who- 
ever was  prime  minister  could  always  commaDi 
a  majority  in  Parliament?  Had  it  not  been  fre- 
quently seen  that  men  one  day  in  a  small  minor- 
ity^, could  the  next  day,  when  raised  to  office, 
wield  a  majority  of  the  same  men  as  had  before 
opposed  tbem  7  What  did  this  arise  from  1  Was 
it'  not  from  the  ioflaence  of  the  Tre&sarr,Dot 
only  on  the  borough  part  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, but  on.  that  part  elected  by  the  people 
themselves,  the  Qoverment  in  the  latter  case  act- 
ing not  only  on  the  Representative  but  on  tbe 
people 'whom  he  represented?  This  example 
showed  the  importance  of  guarding  at  an  earlf 
day  Against  a  similar  corruption  here. 

There  was  but  a  single  objection,  in  the  opia- 
ion  of  Mr.  B.,  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolutioo— 
that  gen^tlemen  who  were  members  of  tbe  Hoase, 
whose  talents  and  personal  deportment  might  be 
known  to  rbe  Bxectitjve,  might  advaatageoudf 
be  selected  to  office.  Bat  could  the  Execaiire 
have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  such  persons  f 
Were  there  not  reasons  to  induce  them  to  bide 
their  motives  and  character,  and,  desiring  office, 
to  regulate  everything  they  said  t>r  did  by  their 
views  to  that  objeet  ?  Mr.  B.  aaid,  he  had  hioi- 
self  su|apoaed  that  talents  were  dispersed  inererf 
part  of  the  Union,  and  that  nothing  was  more 
absurd  than  to  suppose  that  oaly  one  individoal 
in  the  nation  was  competent  to  fill  any  office. 
Characters  for  office  might  be  found  in  everjr 
part  of  tbe  niltiott  equally  as  fit  and  as  well  qnui* 
fied  as  those  who  came  here.  Atiotber  consider- 
ation had  great  vreigbt  with  bim.  Howevet 
the  Constitatioii  might  have  guarded  against  tbe 
influence  of  members  of  Cooip^raas,  it  was  nercr- 
theless  a  fact  that  members,  from  ibeir  sit  nation 
and  knowledge  of  the  nation  at  large  had  more 
influence  than  any  individuals  scattered  ihrougb 
the  country.  There  were  few  men  of  so  ronch 
celebrity,  no  great  taleats^  wboaetianscendaiit 
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worth  wfts  to  ffenerallf  aebsowledged  that  they 
were  exieMiveljr  koown  through  the  commqnity. 
There  was  scarcely  aa  individaal,  that  bad  not 
been  in  Congress,  that  was  known  oulf  of  the 
State  in  which  he  resided.  What  was  more  im- 
portimt.  he  vsked, '  in  th«  selection  of  a  person,  to 
fill  the  Chief  Magrstraey,  than  to  make  the  meoi- 
here  of  Congress  as  io)i>ar(ial  as  possible,  and  to 
iodaee  them  fo  inquire  accurately  into  the  char- 
acter of  the  person  proposed  for  thai  high  office. 
This  was  a  time,  in  hia  opiniqn,  when  they 
should  fortify  themselves  against  the  danger  ap- 
prehended, and  justly  apprehended,  hy  tie  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina.  Mr.  B.  vaid  he 
hoped  there  was  virtue  enough  in  thia  Houae  to 
:sanc(ion  this  principle,  although  the  gentleman 
from  Tennes^e  sop|>o$ed  it  would  abridge  the 
I^irileges  of  the  citizen.  It  was  a  principle 
which  might  secure  the  pilrity  of  this  House  for 
many  years  to  come.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
amendment  would  not  succeed. 

Mr.  Rhea,  said  be  felt  himself  under  consider- 
able obligations  to  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  for  eiempting  him  from  the  ohatge  of 
offiee-bnntrog*  He  did  not  know  that  he  should 
ever  ask  for  or  bold  an  office  Under  the  Govern- 
meat;  but  that  would  not  prevent  him  from  say- 
ing what. he  thought  on  thia  subject.  A  mate- 
rial objection  against  this  proposition  was  one 
which  had  not  yet  been  noticed.  If  it  bename  a 
part  of  the  Constitution,  it  would  constantly 
create  a  powrerfol  league  among  Hiflnenttal  citi- 
zens, against  the  President  of  the  United  Sta'tea, 
combined  to  get  him  out  as'  soon  aa  poasfble. 
Theframers  of  the.  Constitution  bad  eonapleted 
this  matter,  aa  far  as  necessary,  bv  declaring  that 
90  members  of  Congress  ^houra  be  •eligible  to 
any  office  ereated.  or  the  emoluments  whereof 
had  been  raised  during  the  time  for  which  he 
^was  elected «  He  had  no  objections  to  that  pen 
of  the  resolution  which  went  on  that  ground; 
bat  be  believed  it  shbuld  be  with  serious  deliber- 
-ation  that  anything  like  the  remainder  of  the 
proposition  was  adopted.  He  was  willing,  with- 
out sacrificing  his  ideas  of  propriety  and  expedi- 
ency, to  leave  to  the  world  to  judge  of  the  pri>- 
priety  of  bis  motives.  The  vote  on  this  proposition 
would  be  bot  a  bad  criterion.  His  eeiMitict  should 
•be  judged  by  his  votes  in  general,  4nd  hot  on  this 
proposition.  If  such  a  vote  as  thia  was  to  purify 
all  bad  qualities,  the  Legiidalure  which- had  taken 
'the  head  of  Charles  the  First,  alluded  to  by  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  might  have  pass- 
ed  this  vote,  and  thus  absolved  tbeoiselves  of  the 
wrong  they  had  done.  If  they  went  on  in  this 
way  altering  the  Constitution,  its  form  would 
in  time  be  so  much  changed  that  thd  people 
would  not  recognise  it.  Instead  of  strengtjieninff 
the  principles  of  freedom,  they  might  be  frittered 
away  till  they  were  lost  in  chaos.  Amendments 
oo^ht  to  be  made  with  a  sparing  hand.  In  the 
opmion  of  Mr.  R.  the  present  mode  of  election 
secured  the  purity  of  the  House  as  far  as  the 

gintteman  could  desire.    There  were  but  two 
tatea  in  the  Union  in  which  Repreaen tat ives 
were  not  elected  Jong  before  their  tie rm  ofaer^ 


vice  commenced ;  during  the  whole  of  which 
time  of  probation  they'  were  precluded  from 
office.     . 

Mr.  Smilib  made  some  ob9ervatioo8  favorable 
to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Maco^n.  He  thought  the 
purity  of  the  representative  body  was  eraential  lo 
the  existence  of  the  Qttyernment  j  that  the  ezola- 
sioaffom  office  established  by  the  Constitutioo 
was  not  sufficient,  the  abuses  now  being  nearly 
as  great  as  if  no  such  exclusion  existed— for 
there  was  but  little  difference  in  principle  be» 
tween  a  man's  accepting  an  office,  while  a  mem* 
her,  and  his  expecting  to  t^eeeive  it  at  the  end  of 
the  two  years  he  had  to  serve.    • 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Rbra  was  negatived| 
yeaa  12. 

Mr.  Bacon  suggested  aome  amendment  in  the 
phraseology  of  the  resolution ;  and,  doubts  exists 
ing  on  the  subject-^ 

On  motion,  the  Committee  rose,  and  the  reao* 
lution  was^  -on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Shsppet,  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  with  directions  to 
report  their  opinion  thereon. 

Xf  r.  Maooil  Mr.  Pitxin,  Mr.  Bacon,  Mr.  Saar- 
FfiT,  and  Mr.  Mitobxll,  were  then  appointed  tha 
said  committee. 


Fbidat,  December  21. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Virginia^ 
JoBjf  Clopton,  and  Waltbb  Jonkb,  appearjra 
and  took  their  seats;,  a  new  member,  to  wit: 
WiLUABi  McKiNLBY,  also  from  Virginia,  a|^ 
peared,  waa  quaiided,  and  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Soutbaso, 

Reeohedj  That  a  committee  be  appoiated  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  paasing  a  law  to 
prescribe  the  mode  of  taking  evidence  in  cases  of 
contested  eleeti6ns  for  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  to  com* 
pel  the  attendance  of  witnesses;  and  that  tlie 
committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  SoDTBAan,  Mr.  Lbwis,  and  Mr.  Tubnbb, 
were  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mobbow^ 

Reeoloed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pnblie 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  Into  the  proprietv 
of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  removal  of  the  land 
office  at  Nashville,  and  the  land  office  at  Canton, 
so  that  they  shall  respectively  be  kept  within  thd 
districts  for  which  they  were  established;  aad 
that  they  ioquire  into  the  propriety  of  dispenaing 
with  the  attjBudanee  of  the  Governor  of  the  Mia- 
sissippi  Territorjr,  at  the  public  salea  of  the  pub- 
lic land  in  the  district  fiaac  of  Pearl  river,  as  now 
directed  by  law ;  and  that  the  committee  report 
by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Pbabbon,  Mr.  doiNCT,  Mr.  JBNNrNOs,  Mr* 
McKiM,  and  Mr.  Garland,  were  appointed  the 
commitrtee. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  reliefof  Georjge  Arm* 
royd  and  Company  was  read  the  third  time,  and 


Mr.  MoBBOw,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lialiandi^  pteAeated  a  biil  for  the  feoioral  of  ike 
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land  office  estaUisbed  at  Natb^ille,  in  the  State 
of  TeQDessee,  aod  at  CaiHon  io  the  Slate  of  Ohio ; 
and  to .  authorize  the  register  and  receiver  of 
poblic  moneys  to  snperinieDd  the  public  salee  of 
land  in  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  .Baoon, 

RwAved^  That  the  Secretary  o(  the  Treasvry 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement 
of  all  such  sums  as  may  have  been  paid  to  the 
Goneuis,  Vice  Consnls,  Commercial  Affeata,  or 
Vice  Commercial  Agents  of  the  United  States  in 
foreign  countries,  by  the  masters  or  eomman'ders 
of  American  vesseU,  for  the  purpose  of  constitu- 
ting a  fund  for  tbe  relief  of  destitute  American 
aeamen  in  fbret^n  ports,  under  the  third  section 
of  the  act  supplementary  to  the  act  concerning 
Consols  and  Vice  Consuls,  passed  the  twenty- 
aigbth  day  of  February,  1803. 

On  liiotion  of  Mr.  Swoopb, 

Metdved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  tocause  to  be  laid  before  this 
House  such  information  as  he  ipay  possess  rela- 
tive to  the  duties  as  at  present  imposed  by  the 
Emperor  of  France,  on  ail  articles,  the  importa- 
tion of  which  into  the  dominions  of  France  is 
permitted  on  board  of  American  vessels ;  and 
whether  all  articles,  the  produce  of  the  American 
mnU,  will,  on  their  exportation  from  the  United 
States,  obtain  a  free  admissfoninto  the  porta  of 
France;  and,  if  not,  what  articles  of  said  produce 
aia  prohibited. 

Mr.  SwooPB  and  Mr.  Blaisbell  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  present  the  said  resolution  to 
tbe  President  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Hobtt.  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  <h  the  Whole,  44 
to  43,  on  the  bill  to  continue  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  Alexandria. 

A  desultory  discussion  arose  on  tbe  bill,  it  be- 
ing objected  to  it  that  it  barely  Tecited  the  title 
of  the  law  which  it  was  proposed  to  continue, 
without  specifying  any  of  its  provisions;  and 
that  a  law  on  such  a  subject,  giving  exclusive 
privileges  to  a  corporate  body,  should  be  enacted 
with  the  greatest  precision  and  caution. 

After  an  hour's  discussion,  in  which  Mesars. 
Love,  Taylor,  Milnor,  Vah  Horn,  CltnNcr, 
Tallmaooe,  Bacon,  Smilib.  and  Lewis  partook ; 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  progress;  and,  leave  to  sit  again 
being  refused,  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ephsb,  the  House  resolved 
itaelf  into  a  CommKtee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
inaking  up  the  de6ciency  in  the  appropriation  of 
1810,  for  the  relief  of  distressed  American  sea- 
men in  foreign  countries.  After  some  detailed 
atat^ments  from  Mr.  S.  of  the  objects  of  this  ex- 
penditure, the  blank  in  the  bill  for  the  appropria- 
tion was  filled  with  975,559  89. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill, 
which  was  ordered  to  ^be  engrossed  for  a  tbira 
leading. 

On  moii«tt/of  Mr.  Bprto,  tha  House  resolva^ 


itaelf  into  a  Commitfea  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  bill 
for  continuing  in  force  the  irst  section  of  ao  set 
entitled  **An  act  further  to  protect  the  commcrtt 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  against  tbe 
Barbery  Powers." 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  witb- 
ocK  amendment,  which  was  passed  to  a  third 
reading  without  opposition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JaMNiNoa,  the  House  took. 
up  for  consideration  tbe  resolution  offered  by  him 
yesterday. 

•  On  I  the  aoggastion  of  Messrs.  Quinct  sod 
p£ARaoN,Yhe  resolution  was  so  varied  as  to  refer 
the  aubject  to  a  select  committee,  with  a  view  to 
embrace  an  inquiry  info  tbe^general  state  of  the 
laws  relative  to  fugitives  from  justice;  wbieb,it 
now  stated,  were  very  defective. 

Mr.  PfiARaoif,  Mr.CfcnrNCT,  Mr.  JiNHiNOs^Mr. 
MoKtM,  and  Mr.  Gari«aiio,  were  appoioted  tbe 
committee. 

CULTURE  OF  HEMP. 

Mr.  SaariVT  remarked  that  the  intetroptioD  of 
eomikieroe  to  the  Baltic  bad  givan  a  spring  to  tbe 
culture  of  hemp  in  this  country,  which  would  be 
mveb  relaxed  if  the  eomoMn^eahould  beopeoed. 
He  was,  be  said,  one  of  chose  who  bad  alwtfs 
coiMidered  the  oocouragement  of  Mricnlteresi 
one  of  the.first  objecu  of  a  good  GoveiameoL 
He,  therefore,  proposed,  with  a  view  to  ascertiin 
how  far  it  was  -proper  to  cncou/age  tbe  coltore 
of  hemp,  to  offer  a  resolution  to  inquire  istotbe 
subject.  He  did*nol  know  bow  far  it  would  be  pro- 
per to  adopt  tbe  mcaaure  which  ha  contemplated', 
be  was  not  -advised  whether  the  cnltare  in  tbe 
United  States  was  sufficient  for  tbe  consanptioo. 
If  so,  ha  should  feel  disposed  to  restrict  tbe  at 
portalion  from. abroad.  The  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  would  be  beat  able  to 
aseeriain  how  far  it  was  proper  to  protect  tbe 
culture  of  our  own  raw  material.  He,  therefore, 
snhmitted  the  following  resolution: 

Retokfedf  That  the  CoBmitlee  of  Consierce  nd 
Manniactnres  be  instmcted  to  io^re  into  the  expedi> 
ency  of  qaoomwging  tbe  eullnie  of  hsmp^  by  pn>l«l- 
ing  impost  duties,  or  prohtbiling  tfie  impottiytioD  «f 
that  article  ^ilo  the  United  States;  and  that  the  Con- 
mittee  haveieave  to  report  hy  hill  or  othenose. 

Mr.  MiT'cBiLL  said  he  had  no  inclination  to 
oppose  the  passaige  of  the  resolution,  its  object 
being  merely  to  inquire ;  and  resolutions  for  io' 
quiry,  generally  speakiag,  were  those  whicb,  of 
all  others,  the  House  ought  to  pass.  He  woold 
just  mention,  however,  his  perfect  convictios 
that  the  resources  for  the  supply  of  this  article 
were  ample,  and  that  enough  could  be  raised  oo 
the  Gknessee  flats  and  WaHkill  river  in  the  Sute 
of  New  York,  to  supply  the  north,  and  in  tbe 
State  of  Kentucky,  to  supply  the  South.  The 
interruption  of  commerce  with  the  Baltic,  cres- 
ted an  extraordinary  price,  which  was  boootf 
enough  for  the  present.  How  far  it  might  be 
necessary  to  extend  the  principle  during  fr^ 
commerce,  he  did  not  say.  .  . 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  a  din- 
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Mr.  Van  Hobr  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
United  Wabath  and  Illinois  Compaoy,  Mating:, 
that  they  purchased  certain  lands  from  the  In- 
dians in  the  year  1773,  afid  praying  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  a  confirmation  of  their  title  to  such 
part  of  the  ^ame  as  Congress  shall  deem  expedi- 
ent. Mr.  Van  H.  moved  to  refer  the  memorial 
to  the  Comraiitee  on  Public  Lands% 

Mr.  McKtB  objected  to  the  reference  on  the 
groQod  that  it  wa«  a  subject  on  which <I^oogress 
bad  freqoently  legislated,  and  had  shown  their 
indisposition  to  comply  wi(h  the  wishes  of  the 
memorialisu;  and  that  it,  th^FeCare,  would  be  a 
waste  of  time  to  refer  a  petition  on  the  prtaeiple 
of  which  the  House  had  so  fr6qtiently  decided. 

Mr.  Van  Hoatt  replied,  lfa»C  the  right  of  peti- 
tion was  one  secured  to  every  citizen  by  the 
Constitution;  and  that  the  House  was  bound  to 
listen  to  their  prayers;  that  this  was  «  subject  of 
great  importance  to  the  petitioners,  and  their 
claim  was  one  which  a  coramirtee  of  Congress 
bad  90  far  recognised,  in  1801,  as  to  recommend  a 
compromise  of  it.  Besides,  the  reference  of  every 
petiiion  was  a  matter  of  course. 

The  reference  as  proposed  was  agreed  to. 

And,  on  motion^  the  Houoe  adjourned  until 
Monday.  * 


MoNUAY,  December  24. 

Three  other  members,  to  wit :  William  Hale, 
from  New  Hampshire ;  Benjamin  PtOKMAN^  jr., 
from  Massachusetts;  and  Thomas  NjBWBOLo,trom 
New  Jersey ;  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  SaYaBRT  presented  a  peutioo  of  the  mem- 
bers of  tbe  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  pray  inethe  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
incorporation  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. — 
Referred  lo  the  committee  appointed,  ou  the 
eighteenth  iiistant,.on  the  petition  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  said  bank. 

Aq  engrossed  bill  making  an  additional  appro- 
priation to  supply  a  deficieocy  in  the  appropria- 
tioQ  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  distressed 
American  seamen,  during  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ten,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  continue  in  force,  for  a 
further  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
'*Aq  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce^ and  sca- 
mea  of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbery 
Powers,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  HoLLiANo,  from  the  committee  appointed 


OQ  the  petition  of  Return  J.  Meigs  and  others,  | 
presented  a  bill  giving  a  further  compensation  to 
the  witnesses  who  attended  the  trial  of  Aaron. 
Barr,  before  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  district  of  Virginia ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Thursday  next. 

The  House  went  into  a  ComipiHee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  providing  for  final  adjuatment 
of  claims  to  lands^  and  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans^  and  Indiana. 
After  some  incoasiderable  amendmenta  to  ihe 


bill,  the  CDmisitlee  rose  and  reported  tbe  bill|. 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.SREPFBT, 

Ordered,  That  the  several  memorials  and  pe- 
titions of  the  Jaie  Revolutionary  army,  presented 
in  December,  1608,  and  January  1809,  be  referred  . 
to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Shbpfb Y, Mr. Hale,  Mr.  Sb aw, Mr.  Taaoi^   . 
and  Mr.  Willis  Alston,  were  then  appointed . 
the  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindextbb, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  such  infor* 
matioo  as  he  may  possess  relative  to  the  claim* 
of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  west  of  Peatl*. 
rtvar,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  to  additional^ . 
compensation  for  their  services ;  together  with  hk  • 
opinion  as  to  the  equity  of  said  claim. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  tha 
Whole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
War,  by  the  appointment  of  Commissioners,  to 
ascertain  the  exterior  line  of  the  public  lands  at 
West  Point,  dpc.  The  bill  was  so  amended  as  to 
leave  the  ultimate  decision  on  the  report  of  the 
Commissioners  to  Congress.  The  Committee 
reported  the  bill  as  amended,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  fbr  a  third  reading. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  letter  and  memorial 
of  Peter  Landais,  praying  to  be  allowed  and  paid 
bis  share  of  prize  money  in  three  vessels  cap- ; 
tured  by  him  in  the  Revolutionarv  war,  while 
commander  of  the  United  States'  frigate  Al- 
liance.^ 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Montqombby^  . 
that  th%  said  letter  aud  memorial  be  referred  to 
ihe  Committee  of  Claims ;  and  the  question  bt- 
Ingtafcen  thereon,  it  passed  in  the  negative.    • 
,    The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  repoift, 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  prepared  in 
obedience  to  the  act  regulating  the  currency  of  * 
foreign  coina  in  the  United  States;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed, 
the  fourteenth  instant,  on  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate further  to  suspend,  in  part^  the  act,  entitled 
"An  a6t  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other 
purposes," 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon, 
Retolvedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
formation  and  printing  of  a  complete  general  in* 
dez  to  the  several  volumes  of  the  laws  of  ih^ 
United  States,  as  now  published, including  thos^ 
which  may  be  passed  at  the  present  session  of 
Congress ;  and  that  they  have  leav^  to  report  by 


bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Bacon,  Mr.  Matthews,  and  Mr.  JoMBSy 
were  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  was  discharged  from  the  consideri^  . 
tion  of  the  bill  for  the  removal  of  the  land  office 
established  at  Nashville,  in  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, and  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  au- 
thorize the  Register  and  Receiver  of  Public 
Moneys  to  superintend  the  public  sales  of  lands  ' 
in  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river;  and  it  was  re- 
eommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands; 
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CLAIMS  FOR  MILITARY  8BRVICE8. 

Mr.  MoBROW,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  several  petitions 
iof  the  officers  and  soldiers,  and  the  heirs  of  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  British  army 
*jn  America,  in  the  war  between  Oreat  Britain 
and  France;  which  was  read, and  the  resol.ation 
therein  contained  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  report  »  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  \vhom  was  re- 
ftrred  several  petitions,  claiming  lands  for  military  ser- 
"vices,  performed  in  the  war  of  1755,  between  Great 
iBritain  and  France,  report: 

That,  considering  the  subject-matter  of  the  aaid  pe- 
titions highly  important,  on  account  of  the  interest  it 
has  recently  excited,  and  the  specalation  it  has  given 
•rise  to  in  various  p^rts  of  the  United  States,  the  com- 
mittee have  careftilly  examined  the  State  papers  and 
public  documents,  of  the  period  of'  the  above  war,  to 
ascertain  the  original  foundation  of  the  supposed  olaim. 
In  pursuing  this  investigation,  the  committee  have  not 
been  able  to  discover  that  any  engagement  or  contract 
whatever  was  made  or  entered  into  by  the  Govern- 
ment, or  under  the  authority  of  Great  Britain,  with 
.the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  provincial  troops,  serving 
in  the  war  aforesaid,  for  a  grabt  of  lands,  either  as  an 
encouragement  to  their  entering  into  the  service,  or  as 
a  compensation  for  services.  All  that  the  committee 
liave  been  able  to  find  on  the  subject  is  in  a  proclama- 
tion of  the  King  of  Qreat  Britain,  of  the  7th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1763,  (after  the  closing  of  the  war  and  disbanding 
of  the  troops,)  and  is  in  the  following  words: 
,  **  And  tohertoM  we  are  desirous,  upon  all  occasions, 
to  testify  our  royal  sense  and  approbation  of  the  con- 
duct and  bravery  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  our 
'  army,  and  to  reward  tha  same,  we  do  hereby  command 
And  empower  our  Governors  of  the  several  provinces 
on  the  continent  of  North  America  to  graat,  without 
.Cee  or  reward,  to  such  reduced  officers  as  have  served 
ifi  North  America  during  the  late  war,  and  are  actually 
residing  there,  and  shall  personally  apply  for  the  sama, 
the  following  quantities  of  land,  subject,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  ten  years,  to  the  same  quit-rents  as  other  lands 
are  subject  to,  in  the  province  within  which  they  are 
granted,  as  also  subject  to  the  same  conditions  of  cul- 
tivation and  improvement,  viz : 

'  «  To  every  person  having  the  rank  of  a  field  offieer, 
6,000  acres. 

*'  To  every  captain,  3,000  acres. 
'«To  every  subaltern  or  staff  officer,  3,600  acres. 

«  To  every  non-commissioned  officer,  300  acres. 

**  To  every  private  man,  50  acres. 

'*  We  do  likewise  authorize  and  require  the  Grov- 
emon  and  commanders-in-chief  of  all  our  said  colo- 
nies, upon  the  continent  of  Nortb  America,  to  grant 
the  like  quantities  of  land,  and  upon  the  same  condi- 
tions, to  such  reduced  officers  of  our  navy  of  like  rank, 
as  served  on  board  of  oar  ships  of  war,  in  North  Amer- 
ica^ at  the  times  of  the  reduction  of  Louisbouig  and 
Quebec,  in  the  late  war,  and  who  shall  penonally  ap- 
ply to  our  respective  Governors,  for  such  grants." 

In  this  State  paper,  the  committee  can  perceive  no 
foundation  whatever  for  the  present  claim  upon  the 
United  States.  Instead  of  a  contract  with  the  officera 
and  soldiers  for  land,  the  proclamation  contains  a  mere 
instruction  to  the  provincial  Governors — an  instruction 
emanating  from  the  munificence  of  the  Sovereign,  and 
fi>r  conferring  a  gratuity,  not  issued  for  the  liatisfactien 


of  any  previoue  tlain  or  demand  upon  Gavenunent. 
That  the  grant  inten4ed  by  the  above  prodamatioa 
waa  rather  a  testimimy  of  respect  and  appeobatioo, 
than  a  donation  of  value,  appears  from  the  preaciibcd 
terms  on  which  it  was  to  be  made,  they  beings  tfac  bidm 
on  which  lands  were  granted  to  others  in  the  provineei, 
with  the  exception,  that  the  military  grants  were  te 
be  made  free  of  office  fees,  and  exempt  from  payment 
of  quit-rents  for  ten  years.  Had  application  bcien  made 
to  the  land  ofiices  of  the  provincial  governments,  as 
was  the  duty  of  all  the  claimants,  there  can  be  do 
doubt  but' that  grants  would  have  been  readily  made 
to  the  fuU  extent  of  the  bounty  intended  by  the  prac- 
iamation,  subject,  however,  to  the  usual  condition  for 
settlement  and  improvement.  '  Forty-seven  years  have 
now  elapsed  since  the  foregoing  predamation,  dnraif 
which  period  the  abeve  claims  bave  laid  doniMUit,  sad 
the  eomaiittee  do  conceive,  that,  upon  ftjr  and  jiut 
principles,  those  claims  would  have  bean  eonaidend 
derelict  and  abandoned  had  the  Govenunent,  andv 
which  they  arose,  continued;  but  to  admit  theoi 
against  the  United  States,  placed  as  they  now  are, 
under  a  Goverpment  founded  on  a  revolution*  which 
has  intervened.  Is  required  by  no  principle  of  jnstice, 
and  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  eommittee,  be  an  oo- 
authorized  disposition  and  sacrifice  of  the  public  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States.  On  no  principle  of  na- 
tional law,  or  by  any  treaty  or  convention  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Brluin,are  the  United  States 
bound  to  perform  the  engagements  of  the  fonner  Gov. 
ernment  of  Great  Britain,  especially  for  mere  boun- 
ties ;  nor  wouU  the  purposes  for  which  the  aeTerai 
States  have  ceded  land,  within  their  respective  joris- 
dictions,  to  the  United  States,  warrant  the  appropria- 
tioh  of  those  lands  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  claima  in 
question,  were  the  same  better  founded  than  by  the 
committee  they  a^  conceived  fo  be.  The  committee, 
therefore,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  reaoluticm: 
Heaohfed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitiooen  onght 
not  to  be  granted. 

NAVY  AfeENTSV ACCOUNTS, 

.  Mr.  SwoOPB  snid  that  in  the  course  of  the  scs« 
sion  of  Congress  held  io  June,  1809,  a  report  in 
part  had  been  made  by  a  committee  generally 
called  the  iDveiftigatiog  committee.  Araon^  the 
accounts  comprised  in  this  report,  he  aaid  he  had 
found  two  which  bore  mystery  on  the  face  of 
them ;  a  desire  to  unravel  which  was  the  motire 
for  bis  rlsingr.  The  accounts  to  which  he  referred 
were  chose  of  Deg^n,  Purviance.  and  Company, 
Navy  Agents  at  Leghorn.  By  settlement  the 
first,  ar  the  Navy  Depactmeot,  on  the  30th  June, 
1808,  the  United' Slates  appeared  to  be  indebted 
to  them  more  than  $23,000.  By  a  reference  to  an 
account  settled  in  March,  1609,  he  fotsnd  that  bills 
to  the  amount  of  $256,000,  bearing  date  prior  to 
the  first  settlement  (viz :  from  May  1805,  to  Feb- 
ruary 1807,)  were  charged  to  them.  For  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  the  means  of  recoocilio^ 
these  apparent  inconsistencies,  he  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Jtesolved,  That  the  SecreUiy  of  the  Kavy  be  directed 
to  explain  to  this  Houite  the  c«use  wherefore  the  sev- 
eral bills  of  exchange  amounting  to  $356,000,  and  of 
various  dates,  from  May  10th,  1805,  to  Februaiy  31» 
1807,  were  charged  in  account  Tfo.  %  of  Degen,  Pur- 
vianca,  and  Company,  Navy  AgenCa»  at  Leghorn,  as 
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wtiM  at  tke.Nav^  Depaitment  on  the  I7th  di^  of 
Ifarebt  1809,  and  wt  what  Fpaaoii*  Ihe  aame  were  not 
indoiied  ia  the  account  of  the  aaid  Degen  and  Com- 
pany, which  was  aettlcd  in  the  Navy  Department  on 
the  30th  of  June,  1808;  and  alio  to  inform  thia  Hoaeo 
whether  the  said  billa  were  purchaeed  by  the  then  Se- 
cretary of  the  Navy,  or  by  a  Navy  Agent,  if  by  the 
latter,  that  a  copy  of  the  aaid  Navy  Agent's  accounts 
embracing  the  period  of  purchase,  aU^o  accompany  the 
iQ/brmation  required. 

Rewhed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  the  House  any  information  which  he 
may  have  obtained  through  our  Minister  in  France,  in 
answer  to  the  letter  addressed  to  him  on  the  26th  day 
of  June,  1809,  (or  from  any  other  source,)  relative  to 
the  funds  whid&  the  drawers  of  bills  (from  May  10, 
1805,  to  FefarQaiy  SI,  1807,)  on  Degen,  Porviaoce,  and 
Company,  Navy  Agents  at  Leghorn,  bad  in  the  hands 
of  the  said  Degen  and  'Company*  at  the  time  of  the 
transmission  of  said  bills,  or,  at  the  tine  when  they 
were  paased  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  by  the 
said  Navy  Ageots, 

These  resolutions  were  agreed  to  without  op- 
position. 

To-morrow  being  Ohristmta  day,  the  House 
adjourned  to  Wednesday*-68.to  ^ 


Wednesday,  December  26. 

On  morion  of  Mr.  Morrow, 

Bendoed^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  what  provision 
ought  to  be  made  respecting  the  location  of  Vir- 
ginia land  warrants,  west  of  the  boundary  line 
designated  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-third  Jay  of 
March,  1804,  and  that'  they  report  by  hil'i  or 
otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jobicson, 

Heiolced^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
revise  and  brtnar  in  a  bill  to  amend  tne  several 
laws  end  parts  of  laws  of  Congress,  establishing 
trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  for 
other  purposes  of  Indian  trade  and  intercourse. 

Mr.  JoHN0oif,  Mr.  P.  B.  Porter,  Mr.  Lylb, 
Mr.  McKiMLET,  and  Mr,  Stanley,  were  then 
appointed  the  said  ^committer. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  McKrNLEY,  that 
the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Rtaohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  appropriating  a  sum  of  money, 
not  exceeding  — —  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  improv- 
ing  the  poet  road  leading  from  Washington  City  to 
Marietta,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  be  laid  out  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
be  repaid  out  of  the  fund  "  for  opening  turnpike  and 
other  roads  leading  from  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Ohio  river,  and  to  the  State  of  Ohio ;"  and^hat 
they  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Aad  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  io  the  negative. 

The  House  resolvi^  itself  into  a  CommUtee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  incorporating  the  Pro- 
testant Episcopal  Church  of  the  town  of  Alexan- 
dria, in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  had 
leave  to  ait  again. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 


lic Lands,  to  whom  waa  recommitted  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  removal  of  the  land  office  estab- 
lished at  Nsf^hville,  in  tl^  State  of  Tennessee^ 
and  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  author- 
ize the  Register  and  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys 
to  superintend  the  public  sales  of  land  in  the  dis- 
trict east  of  Pearl  river,  reported  several  amend- 
ments thereto ;  which  were  read,  and,  together 
with  the  bill,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  BuBWELL  offered  the  following  resolution, 
remarking'  that  a  similar  resolution  had  been 
adopted  in  1804,  and  a  bill  reported,  but  not  acted 
on  trom  the  pressure  of  other  business;  and  he. 
presumed  there  could  be  no  objection  to  provide 
ing  a  remedy  in  a  case  where  the  omission  had 
been  entirely  by  accident.  This  limitation  of 
time  for  entering  claims,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  alinost 
unknown  in  any  other  country  than  the  United 
Staus,  and  genefall/affecied  mostseverelv  those 
who  were  particularly  entitled  to  indulgence. 
All  those  persons  who  might  be  supposed  to  be 
disposed  to  defraud  the  public  were  always  at- 
tentive to  their  interests;  but  there  was  a  class 
of  honest  claimants  who  were  inattentive,  and 
who  were  generally  the  sufferers  by  th^  act  of 
limitation. 

The  roUowing  is  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Bub  WELL,  which  was  referred,  on  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  PoiifPEXTER,  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands : 

'<  Ruohed,  That  a  further  time  of  six  months  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  claimants  to  land  in  the  State  of 
Georgia*  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  register 
the  evidences  of  their  titles  with  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  United  Sutes." 


Thdrsdat,  December  27. 

Ordered^  That  the  representation  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  t^e  State  of  Georgia,  in  relation  to 
their  disputed  boundary  with  North  Carolina, 
presented  the  twenty-sixth  of  April  last,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee. 

Messrs.  Bibb,  Macon,  Calboun.  Stepiien8pn, 
and  RiNGOOLo,  were  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Maoon,  from  the  coo^mittee  appointed,  on 
the  seirenteenth  instant,  on  a  petition  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  presented 
a  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  and  for  other  nprposes;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committea  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  Hou^e  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  providing  for  the  final  adjustment  of  clain^s 
to  lands  and  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in 
the  Territories  of  Orleans  and  Indiana. 

AAer  several  abortive  attempts  to  amend  the 
bill,  viz.  by  Mr.  Pom obxteb,  to  insert  a  provision 
respecting  the  mode  of  taking  evidence  io  relation 
to  land  titles ;  by  Mr.  Bibb,  to  strike  out  so  much 
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of  the  hill  as  gives  to  seliiers  on  these  lends  a 
riffht  of  pre-emptioQ ;  and  by  Mr.  Johnson,  to 
add  a  provision  giving  an  advantage  to  persons 
having  erected  mills  on  the  lands — the  biU  was 
order^  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

An  engrossed  bilt  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  ascertain  and  settle,  bf  the  appointment 
of  Commissioners,  the  exterior  line  of  the  public 
land  at  West  Point  with  the  adjoining  proprie- 
tor, was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Root,  from  the  Committee  of  Claimit,  re- 
ported unfavorahly  to  the  petition  of  Richard 
Taylor,,  and  favorably  to  the  petitions  of  Amev 
Dardin  andJared  Sbattuck. — Reports  conunitted* 

NAVT  AGENT  AT  LEGHORN. 

Mr.  Montgomery  said  it  would  be  remembered 
that  on  the  24th  of  the  present  month  two  reso- 
lotions  had  been  adopted  on  the  subject  of  bills 
of  exchange  on  the  Navy  Agent  at  Leghorn.  He 
confessed  ne  was  much  gratified  at  the  subject's 
having  been  brought  forward,  as  it  had  been  much 
agitated  in  some  parts  of  the  United  Stated  He 
was  desirous  of  a  full  development  of  the  trans- 
action. He  had  examined  the  resolutions,  and 
did  not  think,  from  the  language  of  them,  that  all 
the  information  would  be  procured  by  them  that 
was  desirable.  He  therefore  rose  to  submit  the 
following  resolution,  to  which  he  presumed  there 
could  be  no  objection  : 

Ruahed,  That,  in  addition  to  the  statement  required 
by  the  two  resolutions  of  this  Honse,  passed  the  twenty- 
ibarth  of  this  month,  in  relation  to  certain  bills  of  ex- 
change drawn  on  the  Navy  agents  at  Leghorn,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasnry  and  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Navy 
be  severally  directed  to  lay  before  this  Honse  sUch  fur- 
ther information  relative  to  the  case  as  may  be  in  their 
possession,  and  as  may  be  neceMaiy  to  a  fall  knowledge 
of  the  sabject 

WITNESSES  ON  BURR'S  TRIAL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hollanp,  the  Honse  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
makinjf  further  compensation  to  the  witnesses 
attending  on  Burr's  trial  at  Richmond. 

The  following  is  the  biU : 

**Beit  enaetedf  4rCf  That  the  witnesses  who  attended 
at  Richmond,  on  the  trial  of  Aaron  Bnrr,  be  allowed 
—  per  day,  and  — —  cents  per  mile,  in  addition  to 
their  former  compensation :  Provided^  That  the  same 
does  not  exceed  three  dollars  per  day,  for  their  attend- 
ance at  Richmond,  and  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per 
mile,  travelling  from  and  returning  to  their  respective 
places  of  residence." 

The  bill  having  gone  through  the  Committee, 
was  reported  to  the  House. 
'  On  the  question  of  filling  the  first  blank  with 
the  sum  ol  one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents — 

Messrs.  Macon  and  PItkin  opposed  it  on  the 
ground .  that  it  was  improper  to  distinguish  this 
case  from  others  occurring  before  the  Supreme 
Court.  If  compensation  was  due  from  the  Qov- 
ernment  in  one  case,  it  was  doubtless  due  in  others 
also.  No  doubt,  it  was  said,  sacrifices  were  made 
by  some  of  those  gentlemen  who  attended,  and 
it  was  a  heavy  tax  on  them ;  but  it  was  a  tax 


which  all  citizens  of  the  Uaited  States  were  lia- 
ble to  pay  when  called  upon  to  give  cestimoay — 
it  wasa  tax  which  they  paid  for  their  liberty.  If 
the  general  provision  bv  law  was  not  adequate, 
it  ought  to  be  inereased ;  hot  the  witnesses  had 
attended  with  a  full  knowledge  of  wharthey  had 
to  expect,  and  it  would  be  improper  to  make  this 
case  an  exception  from  the  general  rule. 

Mr.HoLLANO  and  Mr.PoiNOEXTER  contended, 
in  reply,  that  this  was  a  case  difiTerent  from  all 
others  and  therefore  ought  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
general  rule ;  that  the  Attorney  General  of  Vir- 
ginia and  the  clerk  of  the  court  had  each,  actually 
received  ^1,000  for  additional  servicea,  though 
thev  had  no  occasion  to  move  a  step  from  home 
in  the  business,  and  one  thousand  dollars  had  been 
given  by  the  Government  to  a  reporter  for  a  fair 
report  of  the  case.  It  was  said  that  it  could  not 
be  argued  that  this  was  a  case  inferior  in  inaport- 
ance  to -the  impeachment  of  Chase ;  and  yet  ia 
that  case  as  much  had  been  allowed  as  was  here 
a^ked.  It«was  also  said  that  in  this  oase  a  partic- 
ular request  had  been  made  to  each  indiviittal  to 
attend,  in  order  to  insure  a  ^riai ;  and  that  the 
witnesses  had  therefore  anended,  thoughi  ai  great 
loss. 

The  question  on  filling  the  blank  was  nq^ived, 
46  to  27. 

The  question  on  Ulting  the  second  blank  with 
seven  and  a  half  or  with  five  wae  also  lost. 

Mr^  Lbwis  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  oae 
dollar  and  fifty  cents. 

Mr.  Babbbtt  made  a  n»otion  sopersedhig  that, 
viz.  to  postpone  the  bill  indefiaitely.  Por  in- 
definite postponement  54 ;  against  it  2& 

So  the  bill  was  lost. 

CURRENCY  OP  FOREIGN  COINS. 

Mr.  QuiNCY,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  fourteenth  instant,  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate  to  suspend  the  second  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  '*An  act  regulating  foreign  coins, 
and  for  other  purposes,^'  made  a  report ;  which 
was  read,  and,  together  with  the  bill,  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  thn,  general  design  of  the  bill  being  to  increaas 
the  current  money  of  the  United  States,  by  authorizing 
foreign  gold  and  silver  coins  again  to  become  a  legal 
tender,  is  important  in  its  object,  and  may  be  benefidaJ 
in  its  consequences.  It  is  very  apparent,  that  the  de- 
nial to  foreign  coins  of  the  privileges  of  currency,  aad 
of  being  a  legal  tender,  has,  at  once,  the  combined 
effect  of  circumscribing  the  just  sphere  of  mercantile 
action,  and  of  encouraging  the  exportation  of  that 
species  of  colui  to  which  these  privileges  are  denied. 
In  the  present  circumstances  of  the  United  States,  It 
seems  particularly  unadviaable  to  permit  anj  statute 
prohibitions  to  continue,  which  have  a  tendency  to  pro- 
duce such  an  effect  The  statnte  currency  of  the  Vuh- 
ted  States,  which  now  consists  only  of  the  coinage  of 
the  Mint  of  the  United  SUtes,  and  of  Spanish  milled 
dollars  and  parts  of  dollars,  is,  sJso,  probafalj  .insaiS- 
clsnt  :for  the  ordinaxy  purposes  of  domestic  exchange^ 
snd  is  certainly  wholly  inadequate  to  suppoit  any  pe- 
culiar embarrassment  of  oar  circulating  medinm* 
which,  in  the  event  of  the  dissolation  of  the  Bank  of 
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the  United  Stetet,  eamot  bat  be  anticipAted.  Toor 
eommittee  were,  therefore,  of  opinion,  tbat  foreign 
gold  ooitif  ought  to  be  made  eairent  monejand  a  legal 
tender. 

Toar  eonmitlee,  havisg  eauied  a  lettei*  to  be  ad« 
dre«Kd  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  relation  to 
the  ^mer  ftatote  rate  at  which  f<M«ign  eoina  were 
ntde  enrroDt,  reeeived  iW>iB  him  the  two  letten  aecom- 
paajiiig  thia  report.  From  which  it  appears,  that  the 
gold  eoiDs  of  Spain  and  its  dorainioBs,  had  been  eeti* 
meted  by  the  fermer  statute  of  the  United  States,  at  a 
nte  of  fear  per  cent.  aboTo  their  intrinsic  value ;  in 
ether  words,  that  the  quantity  of  pore  gold  contained 
in  twenty-eeten  grains  and  two-fifths  of  a  grain  of 
Spanish  standard  coin,  instead  of  being  equal  to  one 
hondred  oente,  the  statute  i»te,was  only  equal  in  value 
to  aboot  ninety-six  cents. 

Upon  reeeiring  this  information,  two  general  inqui- 
ries were  iQggeeted  for  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
mittee. 1ft  Whether,  in  again  testing  Spanish  gold 
coin  with  the  character  of  current  money  of  the  United 
Sutct,  it  were  expedient  to  establish  the  old  statute 
nte,  now  diseoverod  to  be  erroneous,  or,  whether  a 
new  statnte  rate  ^r  it  should  Im  established,  which 
diould  eooform  to  its  intrinttc  ▼aluet  2d.  Upon  the 
supposition  that  it  shottld  be  deemed  advisabla  to  en- 
sd  a  new  itatnte  rate  for  it,  eonformable  to  its  intrin- 
sic vahie,  whether,  as  a  lees  of  four  per  cent  upon  all 
the  Spanish  ga>ld  in  the  United  Statcw,  would  thus  be 
incQircd,  by  the  pveeent  holders,  la  consequence  of  no 
Mt  of  theirs,  but  eoMy  by  reason  of  the  erroneous 
atimale  of  a  law  of  the  United  States,  ai^  moral  or 
equitable  considerations  required  that  this  loss  should 
be  assnned  by  the  United  States  1 

Coneerning  the  first  object  of  inquiry,  the  commit- 
tee will  sttempt  to  add  nothing  to  the  satisfactory  elu- 
cidation contained  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasuiy,  and  onl/  express  their  entire  concurrence 
with  his  opinion,  t|iat  *  the  statute  rate  of  thcae  coins 
iboald  be  made  to  conform  with  their  intrinsic  value." 

With  respect  to  the  second  inquiry,  which  the  Secre- 
teiy  represents  as  '*of  a  more  doubtful  nature,"  the 
committee  were  of  opinion,  that,  whaterer  equitable 
coniideTationa  might  exist,  the  attempt  to  apply  relief 
under  the  particular  circumstances  of  this  loss,  was 
inexpedient,  and,  for  the  most  part,  impracticable.  For, 
it  is  Teiy  apparent,  that  there  is  no  foundation  or  color 
ibr  indemnification,  on  account  of  any  receipts  of  these 
coins,  subsequent  to  the  10th  of  April,  1809,  when  the 
Uw  making  them  a  legal  tender  expired.  Now,  so  far 
5*  it  respects  individuals,  the  caees  (if  such  in  foct  ex- 
M)  in  wlneh  the  present  holders  of  those  coins  receiv- 
ed them,  aateoedeni  to  that  period,  must  be  so  extreme- 
if  nre,  u  to  render  a  general  provision  for  their  relief 
^caroelj  neceasary.  And,  aa  to  banhs^  such  is  the  sac- 
^cuive  circulation  of  specie  through  tiieir  vaults,  that 
it  is  hardly  to  be  supposed,  that  any  one  institution  in 
^  United  States  could  distingaish  the  amount  of  this 
*pMes  of  coin,  which  it  had  reeeived  prior  to  the  lOth 
^  April,  lg09,  firom  that  which  it  had  received  subse- 
^Dtiy.  Xnd,  although,  in  a  few  instances,  this  might 
be  the  ease,  yet,  it  seems  far  better  that  in  these,  the 
loss  theuid  remain  where  it  has  fallen,  than  that  the 
<<MaiQnity  should  be  exposed  to  the  multiplied  frauds 
ud  inconveniences  which  the  attempt  to  indemnify, 
npoB  say  general  principle,  would  inevitably  intro- 
dnce. 

YooT  committee,  upon  laearring  to  the  acts  existing 
^  ^  loblsctof  the  Mil  fiaai  the  Seaale,  in  qoubcx- 


ion  with  the  proposed  alteration  in  the  rata  of  Spanish' 
gold  coins,  found  that  the  operation  of  the  respective 
provisions  would  be  embanassed  and  confused,  in  thehr 
nature,  and  inconvenient  in  their  form.  The  bill  from 
the  Senate,  proposed  to  suspend  the  second  section  of 
**An  act  regulating  foreign  coins  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses." This  act  passed  on  the  9th  of  February,  1793, 
and  theeflfoct  of  this  suspension  was,  to  revive  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  passed  on  the  10th  of  April,  1806. 
Whether  the  intended,  would  be  the  legal  result,  your 
committee  had  some  doubt  But  they  had  none  that 
the  proposed,  was  a  veiy  incoiiveaient  cireuit,  to  a  direct 
object  They  were  also  of  opinion,  that  it  was  highly 
expedient  that  all  the  provisions,  touching  a  subject  of 
such  tiiiiversal  concern,  should  be  concentrated  in  one 
bill,  and  divestad  of  everything  which  might  embarrass 
research.  They,  therefore,  report  the  whole  bill  from 
the  Senate  stricken  out,  ailer  the  enacting  clause,  and 
propose  an  amendment,  comprehending  all  the  provis- 
ions neceasary  on  the  subject  of  the  currency  of  for- 
eign coins. 

Strike  out  from  the  word  '^th^t,"  in  the  seoondliaor 
and  insert. 

From  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  foreign  gold 
and  silver  coins  shall  pass  current  as  money  within 
the  United  States,  and  be  a  legal  tender  for  the  pay- 
ment of  all  debu  and  demands,  at  the  several  and  re* 
specti^ve  rates  following,  and  not  otherwise,  vix : 

The  gold'^coins  of  Gnat  Britain  and  Poitagal,  of 
their  preaent  stsmdard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  centa 
for  every  twenty-^even  grains  of  the  actual  weight 
thereof;  the  gold  coins  of  Spaia^  and  the  dominioasof 
Spain,  of  their  presetit  standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  huiK 
dred  e^ate  for  every  twenty-eight  pains  and  sixty  Imn- 
dredthsaf  a  grain  at  the  aotuai  weight  thereof.  SpaniiAi 
Billed  doUass,  at  the  rate  of  one  haadred  eeata  for 
each,  the  actual-  weight  whereof  krhaii  not'  be  lesa  than 
seventeen  pennyweighte  and  seven  grains,  and  in  pr^ 
poftioa  for  the  parte  of  a  dollar*  Crowns  of  Praace» 
at  the  rate  of  one  huadred  aad  ten  esato  for  caA 
erowa,  the  actaal  weight  whereof  ahall  aot  be  less  than 
eighteea  pennyweighte  aad  fifteen  grains  aad  aa  half 
of  a  graiut  aad  in  pniportion  for  the  parte  of  a  erowa. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Seoretaiyof  the  Treaa^ 
ury,  to  cause  assays  of  the  foraign  gold  andsilvof  coina 
made  eurrant  by  this  act,  to  be  had  at  the  Mint  of  the 
United  Stetes  at  least  once  la  every  year,  aad  to  make 
a  report  of  the  resalt  thereof  to  Congress,  for  the  pur- 
poee  of  enabling  them  to  make  such  alterations  in  thia 
act  as  may  become  requiaite  from  the  real  atandaid 
value  of  each  foreign  coins.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Traasary,  to  cause  assays  if 
the  foraign  gold  and  ailver  coins,  of  the  description 
made  eurrant  by  this  act,  which  shall  issue  subse- 
quently to  the  passage  of  Uus  act,  and  shall  cironlkto 
in  the  United  Stales,  at  the  Mint  aforesaid,  at  least 
oace  in  every  year,  and  to  make  raport  of  the  reenlt 
theieof  to  Coagrsfs^  for  the  purpoee  of  enabliag  Con- 
gress to  make  such  eotna  onrreat,  if  they  shall  deem  ^ 
the  same  proper,  at  their  real  atandard  value. 

Sxc.  2.  And  be  it  JMher  eniUed,  That,  at  the 
expiration  of  three  yean  from  aad  after  the  passing  of 
this  act,  all  fbreign  gold  ooins,^  and  all  foreign  silver 
coins,  except  Spanidi  milled  dollars,  and  parte  of 
such  doUara,  ahall  ceaae  to  be  a  legal  tender  aa  afart- 
said. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  furthtr  enaded.  That  the  act, 
entitled  **An  act  regulatiag  the  cunreacy  of  foraiga 
c^iaa  in  the  United  States/' aad  also  every  sectioa  and 
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fwrtfl  of  Motions  of  toy  act  or  aet«  heretofore  paeeed 
relative  to  the  eurrencj  of  foreign  coins  in  the  United 
States,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

TBXAIUBTDxPAaTMS9T,^eC.  17, 1810. 

8im :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yoiir  letter  of  the 
14th  and  15th  instant.  The  assays  for  the  year  1810 
are  daily  expected,  but  not  yet  received.  I,  therefore, 
beg  leave  to  refer  the  eommittee  to  those  made  accord- 
ing to  law,  in  the  year  1808,  the  result  of  which  is  ex- 
hibited in  the  letter  of  29th  June,  1809,  from  the  Di- 
rector of  the  Mint,  atinexed  to  the  report  from  this 
Pepartment,  of  8th  December,  1809. 

It  appears  from  those  assays  that  the  intrinsic  value 
of  all  foreign  coins,  the  gold  coins  of  Spain  excepted, 
which  were  made  a  legal  tender  by  the  act  of  10th  of 
April,  1806,  either  agrees  precisely  with  the  legal  value 
fixed  by  that  act,  or  dii&rs  from  it  by  so  small  a  frac- 
tion, as  to  render  any  alteration  in  that  respect  unne- 
cessary. But  the  difference  in  the  value  of  Spanidi 
gold  coins  is  considerable. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  value  of  gold  coins  of 
the  United  States  is  established  in  conformity  with  the 
following  principles,  viz : 

1st  The  unit,  or  silver  dollar,  contains  871}  grains 
of  pare  silver. 

Sd.  The  comparative  value  of  gold  and  silver  is  in 
the  ratio  of  15  to  1 ;  that  is  to  say,  that  fifteen  ounces 
of  pure  silver,  are,  according  to  laW,  equal  in  value  te 
one  oimoe  of  pure  gold. 

8d.  The  standard  gold,  or  that  of  which  gold  coins 
of  the  United  States  are  made,  contains  eleven  parts 
of  pure  gold  and  one  pArt  of  alloy ;  or  one-twelfth  part 
«f  Its  weight  is  alloy. 

Thence  it  follows,  1st,  that  34}  (being  the  16th  part 
of  871i)  pure  gold,  are  equal  to  one  dollar.  3dly,  that 
S7  grains  of  standard  gold  of  tho  United  States,  con- 
taining S4|  grains  of  pure  gold,  are  also  equal  to  one 
dollar. 

.  In  fixing  the  rate  at  whidi  foreign  coins  diould  pass, 
the  object  was  to  ascertain  the  standard,  or  quantity  of 
^re  gold  contained  in  a  given  weight,  and  to  place 
themi  according  to  that  mtrtnsic  value,  ezaetly  on  a 
par  with  coins  of  the  United  States.  The  act  of  10th 
4>f  April,  1806,  was  predicated  on  the  supposition  that 
37  3-6  grains  of  Spanish  standard  gold  contained  24| 
grains  of  pure<gold,  and  were,  therefore,  equal  in  value 
to  87  grains  standard  gold  of  the  United  Sutes,  or  to 
one  dollar  current  money  of  the  United  States.  But 
that  supposition  is  proven  by  the  aseays  to  have  been 
orroneous ;  the  standard  of  Spanbh  gold  coins  being 
worse,  or  containing  more  alloy,  than^as  then  believ- 
od.  That  standard  varies  according  to  the  years  of 
the  coinage.  The  coins  of , the  year  180(^,  are  the  low- 
est and  worst  by  more  than  four  and  a  half  per  cent., 
than  the  value  fixed  by  the  act  of  10th  of  May,  1806. 
These  of  the  year  18p7,  are  worse  than  those  of  the 
year  prior  to  1406;  and  thoee  of  the  year  1808,  are 
worse  than  those  of  1807.  'Those  of  the  years  prior 
4o  I806«  though  better  than  the  subsequent  coinages, 
are  almost  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  worse  than  the 
value  fixed  by  the  act  of  May,  1806. 

Taking  the  general  aversge  of  the  several  coinages, 
it  appears  that  they  should  be  taken  at  the  rate  of  38 
£3-100  grains,  Hnstead  of  27  40-100)  for  one  dollar; 
and  that  the  difierence  between  their  intrinsic  value 
and  that  fixed  by  the  act  of  April,  1806,  is  almost  four 
per  cent.  (3  986*1000  per  cent.) 

If,  therefore,  the  act  should  be  revived,  without  any 
every  person  receiving,  thoee  coins  in  pig- 


ment, would,  in  fact,  be  compiled  to  receive  only  aim- 
ty-sbx  instead  of  one  hundrad  cents  on  every  Ma 
paid  to  him.  The  unavoidable  eflfoct  of  puttiof  is 
circulation  any  one  species  of  coin,  at  a  rate  h^ber 
than  its  known  intrinsic  value,  is  to  invite  its  importa* 
tion  and  increased  circulation,  and  to  drive  out  of  cii- 
culation  the  other  species.  £very  bank,  if  ctUedto 
pay  its  notes  in  specie,  will,  in  that  case,  pay  witht^ 
apecies  of  coin ;  and  the  whole  paper  circulatiog  ii» 
dium  must,  after  a  while,  be  depredated  in  the  mm 
proportion.  '  The  only  guard  against  the  abuse,  tad 
consequent  depreciation  of  bank  paper,  is  a  strict  ad- 
herence to  the  principle,  that  payment  may,  tttij 
time,  be  demanded  in  specie,  rated  at  its  intrimic 
value. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  less  true,  that  the  goU 
coins  of  8pain»  were  made  a  legal  tender  by  Uw,  ibri 
certain  number  of  years,  at  a  higher  rate  than  thq 
were  really  worth ;  that,  fo  the  very  last  day  of  tlitt 
period,  every  person  was  compelled  to  receive  them  is 
payment,  at  that  rate ;  and  that,  at  the  oxpiratioo  of 
the  period,  a  quantity  of  that  geld  necessarily  remiio- 
ed  in  the  hands  of  some  persons,  on  whom  the  Im 
foils,  by  the  unavoidable  efiect  of  Uie  law,  and  witbint 
any  fauh  of  theirs.  It  is  in  order  to  relieve  those  per- 
sons, that  it  is  proposed  to  make  the  loss  foil  on  t)w 
oommuw^yi  hy  reviving  the  law,  without  altsntioD; 
that  ia  to  say,  by  puttiof  again  the  coins  in  orcoUtMb 
at  a  higher  rate  than  their  intiinsie  value. 

The  titoi  questions  put  by  the  committee,  sre,  wlie- 
ther,  the  statute  rate  of  these  coins  should  not  be  madi 
to  conform  with  their  intrinsic  value,  and  whether,  ii 
order  to  celieve  individuals  from  theloaa  nsoltiogfroB 
the  late  erroneous  legal  estimate  of  their  vslne,it  woald 
not  be  eligible  that  the  difference  ahould  be  paid  hy 
Government 

To  the  first  question,  I  can  have  no  hesitation,  kt 
the  above-mentioned  reasons,  to  answer  in  the  sffirn* 
ative.  The  second  question  ii  of  a  more  doubtful  oa* 
ture.  But  if  it  shall  be  thought  just,  that  the  Ion 
should  foil  on  the  community,  rather  than  on  indivHl- 
uals,  it  will  certainly  be  preferable  to  pay  at  once  tibe 
difference,  rather  than  knowingly  to  make  the  coiss 
again  a  legal  tender,  at  a  higher  rate  than  tbej  are 
worth.  Should  that  measure  be  adopted,  the  mode  pio- 
posed  by  the  committee,  viz :  to  direct  the  Mint  to  le* 
ceive  that  species  of  gold,  for  a  short  time,  at  the  fonne 
statute  rate,  the  United  States  paying  th^  dii&reDoe, 
appears  also  the  most  simple  and  eligible  manner  «f 
effecting  the  object  The  following  provisions  tre,iB 
that  case,  respectfully  suggested: 

1st  That,  as  the  assays  of  Uie  coins  of  the  yen* 
1800  and  1810,  have  not  yet  been  received,  and,  •« 
Spanish  gold  ceased  to  be  a  legal  tender  early  in  tb* 
year  1809,  the  revival  of  the  law  making  them  a  legti 
tender  should  spply  only  to  coins  coin^  prior  to  tk 
year  1809. 

2d.  That,  for  the  same  reasons,  the  sUtute  nlse 
should  be  fixed  at  a  rata  not  higher  than  the  average 
of  the  assays  heretofore  made ;  thai  is  to  say,  that  thej 
should  pass  at  a  rate  not  higher  than  38  63^100  gniat, 
for  one  hundred  cents. 

3d.  That,  for  the  same  reasons,  the  obligation  os 
the  Mint  to  receive  thoee  coins,  at  their  former  sUtsta 
rate,  should  be  limited  to  coins  coined  prior  to  the  year 
1809. 

4th.  That,  as  the  indemnification  to  the  individaab, 
arisee  from  equitable  considerations,  and  not  ftooi  •& 
absolute  l^ai  obligatiOH»  the  period  during  which  ihs 
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coins  thall  te  received  U  tbe  Mint,  at  their  ioMier 
•tatute  Telaei  lie  made  to  short  es  to  preclude  the 
poMibility  of  embiaciog  fpeculative  importetiont.  One 
moDlh  £rom  the  peaetng  of  the  Uw  would  seem  suf- 
ficient 

5th.  That  no  such  coin  diall  be  thus  received  at  the 
Mint,  it  its  former  statute  value,  unless  proof,  or  at 
least  to  affidavit  be  made,  that  the  persons  claiming 
the  benefit  of  the  provision,  had  actually  received  the 
tune  at  that  value  prior  to  tbe  time  when  the  law 
making  it  a  legal  tender  expired. 

It  will  also  be  necessary,  in  that  ease,  that  an  appro- 
priation should  be  made  to  enable  the  Mint  to  oariy 
the  provisloD  into  effect.  The  amount  of  that  appro- 
priatioa  should  be  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  on  the 
•apposed  ■mount  of  Spanish  gold  now  in  the  United 
States,  which  may  be  embraced  by  such  provisions. 
Bat,  having  no  knowledge  wbaiever  of  that  amount,  I 
cannot  suggest  any  precise  sum. 

I  have  tlni  honor  to  be,  respectfally»  sir,  your  obedf- 
clltBervan^  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  JosiAB  Qoiver,  Chttfrnumf  4^. 

TuAsrmT  DsFAmrxxiiT,  Dec.  24, 1610. 

6ib:  This  year's  assays  have  been  received*  and 
will  be  sent  to-morrow  to  Congress.  These  make  the 
average  for  French  gold  coins  27  62-100  grains,  and 
for  Spanish  coins,  28  62-100.  It  must  also  be  observed, 
that  French  crowns  were  rated  too  low.  Instead  of  iia 
being  necessary  that  they  should  weigh  18  penny- 
weights and  17  grains,  thepr  ought  to  be  received,  if 
weighing  18  pennyweights  and  16}  grains ;  it  appear- 
ing from  tbe  aaaays,  that,  if  of  the  ilrat-melktioned 
weight,  they  are  worth  110  centa  and  38-100  of  a  cent, 
instead  of  110  eOQta. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 

Hon.  JosiAa  Qviitoir,4^ 


Fb'idat,  December  28. 

Mr.  McKiM  presented  m  petition  fTom  the  mer- 
chants of  Dalttroore,  to  the  State  of  Maryland, 
to  the  same  efiect  with  the  petitioa  from  the 
merchants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  presented 
tbe  thirteenth  instant. — Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee 00  ForeigQ  Relations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  AtaTON, 

Betoivedy  That  t^e  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  eanae  to  be  laid  before  Irhrs 
House  an  accoadt  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
moaey  appropriated  on  the  fijrst  of  May;  one  thou- 
aod  eight  hundred  and  te0|  for  completing  the 
Capitol^  and  for  other  purposes,  distioguiihiog 
the  98QIS  expended  for  each  item  of  appropria- 
tioo,  and  the  sums  expended  in  payment  of  oebta 
prerioosly  incurred. 

Messrs.  Albton  and  Richards  were  appointed 
t  committee  to  prresent  the  foregoing-  resolution 
to  the  President  of  the  Uniied  States. 

Mr.  Babsett,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Na- 
val Establishment,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
several  petitions  of  the  officer^  of  the  Navy,  pre- 
sented a  bill. in  relation  to  tbe  pensioss  and  ra- 
tions of  the  ofliters  of  the  Navy  ^  Which  was  read 
tvice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday' next. 

Mr.  Bacon,,  ftom  the  committee  appoinled  on 


the  twenty-fourth  instant,  presented  a  bill  author-> 
izing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  cause  a  general 
index  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  be  made, 
printed,  aod  distributed  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  Dn  the  Pub* 
lie  Lands,  made  a  report  respecting  the  location 
of  Virginia  military  land  warrants,  in  pursuance 
of  4  resolution  of  the  twenty-sixth  instant ;  whicb 
waa  read,  and  referred  to  a -Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  House.resoifcd  ilaelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  a  select  committee 
on  the  petition  of  Alexaoder  Scott,  of  South 
Carolina;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereioi 
the  Committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  ait  again. 

MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  PowuEXTSRioffered  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Ru^kedf  That  a  oomniittse  be  appointed  to  inqn&ie 
into  the  expediency  of  authorisiag  the  people  of  the 
Miaaiasippi  Territory  to  elect  a  convention  to  form  a 
constitution,  preparatory  to  the  admiaaion  of  that  Ter^ 
ritory  into  the  Union  as  a  aeparate  and  independent 
State »  and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise.  . 

Mr.  Pitkin  expressed  a  wish  that  it  should  He 
on  the  t^ble  a  few  days,  for  the  purpose  of  further 
consideration. 

Mr.  PoiNOEXTER  asked  what  objection  there 
-could  be  to  the  adopjtion  of  a  resolution  to  in* 
quire.  Why.  when  the  object  of  the  resolntioa 
itself  waa  merely  inquiry,  should  it  lie  on  the 
table  for  inciuiry  ?  If  the.  House  were  disposed 
to  inquire,  the  sooner  they^id  it  the  better  $  and* 
a  committee,  if  appointed,  would  make  it  a  par- 
ticular duty  to  investigate  all  the  points  in  rela* 
tion  to  tbe  aubjec't. 

Mr.  Wriobt  said  that  this  resolution  did  not 
go  to  fix  a  new  principle ;  it  was  already  fixed  by 
tbe  Constitution,  that  the  Territories  should,  of 
right,  become  States  whenever  their  population 
amounted  to  sixty  thousand.  When  it  is  proba* 
hie  that  their  nomhers  had  reached  ^this  point,  it 
waa  the  duty  of  the  House  to  investigate ;  iand 
when  they  found  it  to  he  »o,  they  had  nothing  ta 
do  but  declare  the  faot,  according  to  which,  by. 
the  Constitution,  they  were  entitled  to  become 
Slates.  ,,  He  could  see  no  possible  objection  to 
tbe  inquiry* 

Mr.  PiTStN  said,  the  idea  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory  becoming  a  State  at  this  time  was  new 
to  him.  It  was  entitled  when  it  contained  sixtr 
thousand  inhabitants,  but  ought  not  to  take  rank 
as  a  State  before  that  period  arrived.  He  was 
opposed  toiHscussiog  or  passing  the  resolution  at 
this  time,  because  it  would  be  holding  out  tbe 
idea  that  the  people  of  this  Territory  were  of 
coors^  to  be  admitted  as  a  State,  aod  that  this 
committee  was  appointed  merelv  to  enable  them 
to  form  a  constitution  before  their  time.  Per* 
haps  there  were  not  as  many  inhabitants  in  the 
Territory  as  in  many  counties  of  Pennsylvania 
and  aome  other  St^tea.    Tbjs  resolution  would 
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be  considered  as  a  sort  of  pledge  to  the  people ; 
and  ail  this,  Mr.  P.  said,  without  there  beini;  in 
fact  any  petition  from  the  Territory  on  the  suh- 

Mr.  BfBB  said  he  would  barely  remark,  that  he 
suspected  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  rais- 
nnderstood  the  object  of  the  delegate  from  Mis- 
sissippi. It  was  certainly  true,  that  the  Missis* 
sippt  -Territory  could  claim,  as  a  riffht,  to  be 
admitted,  as  a  State,  into  the  Union  wbeneyerJt 
should  contain  sixty  thousand  souls.  It  was  per- 
fectly well  understood  that  it  did  not,  at  present) 
contain  more  than  half  that  number.  Conse- 
^ently,  the  onljr  question  for.  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  would  be,  shall  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritorjr  be  admitted  as  a  State  before  she  has  the 
requtsite  number  ^  This  must  be  the  only  object 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  PoiNOEXTER  said  the  eentleman  had  mis- 
understood his  object,  and  had  been  misinformed 
as  to  the  fact.  Two  cpunties  in  the  Territory 
would  give  half  the  number  required  to  eonstt* 
'.  tuie  it  a  State,  and  the  Territory  contained  ten 
counties.  Inrestigation  was  his  sole  object.  The 
gentleman  from  Cinnecticut  had  said  it  was  a 
novel  subject.  To  him,  the  opposition  of  the 
gentleman  was  Terjr  novel.  When  a  proposition 
was  made  to  investigate  a  subject  of  importance 
to  any  section  of  the  Union,  were  gentlemen  to 
Bay  they  would  not  investigate,  when  they  might 
withhold  from  the  people  absolute  rights  by  re- 
fusing to  make  the  inquiry  ?  The  difference  of 
opinion  appeared  tol)e  whether  they  should  make 
the  inquiry  fully  or  ineffectually.  The  latter 
would  be  the  effect  of  its  lying  on  the  table, 
fiven  admitting  that  the  population  of  the  Terri- 
tory was  not  sixty  thousand,  it  was  a  question  for 
the  discretion  of  the  Hoose^  whether  it  would  be 
proper  to  admit  them  earlier  or  not.  But  if  pre- 
cedent were  wanted  for  this  proposition,  it  might 
.  be  found  in  the  report  bv  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  a  bill  for  the  admission  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Orleans  as  a  State;  and  he  would  ven- 
inre  to  affirm  that  there  was  no  official  account 
of  the  population  of  that  Territory.  Mr.  P.  said 
he  was  informed  that  there  tvan  a  memorial  on 
(his  subject  on  its  way  from  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ntorv.  He  solicited  inquiry,  not  only  into  the 
number^  but  th^  political  character  of  the  Terri- 
tory, and  into  their  conduct  towards  the  Qene- 
nl  Government  whenever  it  bad  been  assailed. 
When  the  borders  had  been  invaded  by  the  Span- 
iards, in  a  few  days,  two  hundred  and  fifty  mili- 
tia were  half  way  on  their  march.  When  the 
choice  spirits  of  the  East,  wearied  wfth  the  dull 
pursuits  of  civil  life,  were  desih)ue  of  establish- 
»hing  an  empire  in  the  West,  the  oirlzens  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory  rallied  around  the  standard 
of  the  Constitution,  and  put  them  down.  These 
circumstances  had  proved  their  disposition. 

Mr.  Trodp  said  he  wished  the  resolutibn  to 
lie  on  the  table,  not  because  be  was  unfriendly 
to  the  admission  of  the  Territory  into  the  Union; 
^r  from  it;  but  it  was  obvious  that  there  was  no 
information  before  the  House  on  which  it  co^^d 
tct.    It  was  true  thf  t  a  population  of  sitty  thou- 


sand was  4I0C  necessary,  but  a  certaia  amoiiBt 
must  be.  What  that  amount  was,  Congress  could 
not  ascertain,  because  it.  had  no  information. 
HoW|  then,  could  the  House,  with  any  propriety, 
direct,  a  committee  to  inquire  into  a  subject, 
which  it  was  morally  impossible  for  it  to  do,  evm 
if  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  purpose, 
having  no  informatioti  before  it? 

Mr.  Bibb  said  he  was  not  opposed  to  the  ad- 
mission of  the  Territory  into  the  Uoiooi  but  he 
wished  the  House  to  understand  the  nature  of 
the  inquiry.  He  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  Territory  whether  he  did  not  know 
there  were  not  sixty  thousand  people  witbia  the 
Teritory.  He  was  aware  that  Con^rests  nitght 
admit  any  Territory  to  the  rights  of  a  State  be- 
fore it  attained  a  population  of  sixty  chousaod 
souls;  and  the  only  question  into  which  an  in- 
quiry would  realty  be  made,  after  the  adopuon 
of  the  resolution,  would  be  whether  the  Territofy 
should  be  admitted  as  a  State  witJh  aJess  popu- 
lation than  sixty  thousand,  or  not. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER  said  the  census  of  the  Terri- 
tory had  not  been  returned ;  consequently,  be 
could  not  say  anything  as  to  the  precise  popula- 
tion. 

The  motion  for  the  resolution  to  lie  on  the 
table  was  lost — 54  to  51.    ^ 

The  resolution  was  then  modified,  on  the  a;iig- 
gcstion  of  Mr.  PiTxiif,  to  read  as  folio w^: 

ReBohedf  That  a  committae  be  appointod  to  In^iuro 
ims  the  eapedieiiey  of  admiltuig  the  Mwnmippi  Twr^ 
ritorj  into  the  Union,  as  a  separate  aad  JndapwiHaaul 
State*. 

The  reaohition,  as  amended,  being  under  con- 
sideration, Messrs.  Piteir,  Tallh amib,  €roi.B0- 
borouqbu  and  CtuincT.  opposed  its  passage,  and 
Messrs.  Smilib,  Macon^  Rhea,  of^  Tennessee^ 
WaionT,  Barrv,  and  Poinobxtbr,  supported  it. 

The  argutneiits  against  the  resolution  were, 
generally,  that  it  woiHd  be  giving  a  pledge  to  the 
people  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  that   they 
should  become  a  State  before  their  numbers  enu- 
tled  them  to  claim  that  distiaciion;  that  then 
was  no  memorial  or  petition  from  those  people, 
praying  admission  into  the  Union, 'whicn  was 
presumptive  proof  that  they  were  not  my  anx- 
ious for  that  event;  that,  as  every -State  la  the 
Union  was  entitled  to  at  least  oae  Representa- 
tive, these  people  would  be  represented  (even  if 
hut  thirty  thousand)  as  fall^  as  though  they  had 
a  sufficient  population*  to  entitle  them  to  ove  Rep« 
resentative ;  that,  without  information  as  to  the 
population,  it  was  improper  to  act  at  all,  as  so 
acting  might  excite  hopes  whichceuld  not  bat 
be  met  by  disappointment. 

On*  the  other  hand,  it  was  argued,  in  favor  of 
the  resolution,  that  Territorial  governments  were 
uDcongental  to  the  spirit  of  our  Government,  be- 
ing in  some  measure  controlled  by  arbitrary 
power,  having  no  voice  in  the  choice  of  their 
councillors;  that,  although  there  was  no  memo- 
rial from  the- Territory,  the  sense  of  the  people 
was  decidedly  expressed  through  the  medium  of 
their.  Delegate  on  this  floor,  who  was  the  legiti- 
mate organ  for  the  conveyance  of  their  seati- 
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neois  to  the  House;  that  the  naiioDfll  affairs 
eqaired  at  least  as  much  attention  as  the  House 
ould  bestow  on  them,  and  it  was  therefore  expe- 
ieot,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  give  to  the  Territo- 
y,  by  making  it  a  State,  the  right  of  regulating 
IS  owD  municipal  concerns;  that,  supposing  all 
hese  argnments  t<x.htire  no  weight,  the  resulu- 
ion  merely  propc  sed  inquiry,  which  was  scarcely 
ver  liable  to  objection. 

The  following  are  the  yeas  and  nays  od>  tha 
esolutioo : 

Ykas — William  Andenon,  Exekiel  Bacon,  Dand 
tard,  William  T.  Barry,  Burwel!  Baseett,  WilUam 
V,  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
turwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew 
Hay,  John  Clopton,  James  Cochran,  William  Craw- 
nd,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Findley, 
onathan  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardner, 
(arid  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  £dwin  Gray, 
^niel  Heister,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Jacob 
[afty,  Richard*  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  William 
kcnoedy,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Samuel  Mc- 
^ee,  Alexander  McKim,  William  McKinley,  Pleasant 
f.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  John 
loDtgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jer- 
miah  Morrow,  Gordon  S.  Mumibrd,  Thomas  New- 
old,  Thomas  Newton,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Pot- 
sr,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennes- 
ee,  Matthias  Richardis,  Samoel  Ringgold,  Brastns 
toot,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Send- 
er, Ebenexer  Seaver,  Sami^el  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
>ennts  Smelt,  John  Smilie»  George  Smith,  John 
(mith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Sonthard,  Richard  Stan- 
)rd,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Geo. 
f.  Troup,  Charles  Tamer,  jnn^  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
tobert  Weakley,  Robert  WhitehUl,  Richard  Winn„ 
lobert  Wuherraoon,  and  Robert  Wright— 77. 

Nats — Josefm  Allen,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel  Blais- 
lell,  James  Breckenridge,  Johii  C  Chamberlain^  Wm. 
/hamheclio,  Epaphroditua  Champion,  Martin  Chittetk- 
en,  Howell  Cobb,  Richard  Cntts,  John  Davenport,  jr. 
^iUiam  Ely,  James  Bmott,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Charles 
loldsboroogh,  William  Hale,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard, 
Ebenexer  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert 
enkini,  Herman  Kniekerbacker,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liv* 
Qgston,  YinceBt  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Job* 
than  0.  Moeeley ,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincy, 
liomas  Sammons,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson, 
•ewis  B.  StoTges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart, 
(enjamin  Tallmadge,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Le- 
an Wbeaton,  and  James  Wilson^ — 37. 

Messrs.  Poindexter,  McKim,  Huftt,  Ander- 
ox,  Sturoes,  Van  Rensselasr,  and  Clopton, 
irere  appointed  the  committee. 


the  BtLuk  of  Alexandria;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Mondav  next. 

Mr.  MoRffow  presented  petitions  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  .State  of  Ohio,  preying  that 
Congress  will  reduce  the  priee  of  certain  lands 
lying  within  the  first  purchase,  which  said  lands 
are  of  a  very  inferior  qoality.— Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. ' 


9AT17B0&T,  December  29. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sawyer. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
Dqn\re  into  the  expediency  of  altering  or  extend- 
ng  the  times  of  holding  the  Federal  District 
Courts  of  North  Carolina ;  and  that  they  have 
eaTe  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Sawyer,  Sheffey,  and  Heister,  were 
appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to  the  said  reso- 

UtlOD. 

Mr.  Yah  Horn,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
)istrict  of  Colombia,  presented  a  bill  concerning 


Monday,  December  31. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Delaware, 
NioBOLAs  Yah  Dyke,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 

Mr.  SouTBABD,  from  the  committee  appointed 
oil  th6  twenty-first  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  re- 
vive <*  An  act  to  preiicrtbe  the  mode  of  taking 
evidenee  in  eases  of  contHted  election-  for  mem^ 
hers  of  tlie  House  of  Repreeentatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to  compel  the.  aftendance  of  wit- 
nesses," and  in  addition  to  the  same  ;  which  waa 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Wednesday  ne^t. 

A  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Bacon,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Reso/eetf,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
stracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  or 
auapendhig  the  operation  of  the  several  acta  of  limita- 
tioa,  so  fkr  as  they  now  operate  to  bar  the  payment  of 
the  following  description  of  claims  against  the  United 
8Utes,toWit: 

Firttf  Loan  office  eertifieatea. 

Seeondt  Indents  for  intersst  on  the  fobUe  dehL 

Third,  Fmal  settlement  eertificatea. 

Fourth,  Commiseioners'  certificates. 

Fifth,  Army  eertificatea. 

Skaethf  Credits  given  in  lieu  of  army  certificates 
cancelled. 

Seifenth,  Credits  for  the  pay  of  ^e  Army  ft>r  which 
no  certificates  were  issued  ;  and 

Eighth,  Invalid  pensions :  and  thai  the  eonimitlee 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

The  reeoiution  waa  read  and  ordered  to  lie  oa 
the  table. 

Mr.  Sawybb.  from  the  committee  appointed  pa 
the  twenty-ninth  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  alter 
the  times  for  holding  the  district  courts  of  tJie 
district  of  North  Carolina ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  on  Monday  next. 

The  ibllowing  Message  Was  recetYed  from  the 
Prbsibeiit  op  tbb-  United  States  : 

7b  the  Hm»t  of  Representativee  of  the  United  Statee  .* 
I  lay  before  the  House  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the  twentv- 
first  instant  JAMES  MADIbON.' 

DscBMBxa  28, 1810. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  that  part  of  the 
same  which  relates  to  a  tariff  of  duties,  referred 
to  the  Comittirtee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures, and  the  residue  thereof  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee OR  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.'  Jennings,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  ni^neteenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  laying  out  a  public  road  from  the  line 
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estabUtthed  by  ihft  treacy^  of  QreeanUe  to  tbe 
Northbend,  ia  the  Stale  of  Ohio;  which  was 
twice  re^d,  anri  comtaitted  to,a  Comiaittee  of  the 
Whole  on  Wednesday  nezL 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton^ 

Resolved,  That  th^  Cooimittee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  imo 
the  expediency  and  propriety  of  confining  the 
benefit  of  drawback  of  duties  to  merchandise  im« 
ported  into  and  exported  from,  the  United  Stales, 
to  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

Aof  engrossed  bill  providing  for  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  claims  to  lands,  and  for  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans  and 
Louisiana,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mf .  ^uincy,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Commiuee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  select  committee  to 
the  bilji  from  the  Seaftite  respecting  foreign  coins. 
[The  amendments  go  to  make  all  ibreiga  coin 
eurrent  at  its  standard  value,  and  to^  repeal  all 
other  acts  relating  to  the  currency  of  foreign 
coins  in  the  United  States.  This  bill  to  continue 
in  force  three  years.]  The  bill  went  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

A  bill  for  the  removal  of  certain  lana  ofiices, 
and  regulatins  certain  sales  of  lands  in  the  dis- 
trict east  of  Pearl  river,  went  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole^  and  was  crdered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time' to-morrow. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OF  THE  United  States,  as  follows : 

7b  the  HouBt  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  .• 
I  lay  before  the  House  of  Reprmentatives  a  supple- 
mental report' of  the  Secretary  of  State,  Gontaining  in- 
formation received  since  the  date  of  my  late  Message 
OA  the  subject  of  their  resolution  of  the  twenty-fint 
instant  JAMES  MADISON. 

DscKVBxa  81,  .1810. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Swoopb,  three  thousaiKl 
eopies  of  the  said  Message  and  documents  were 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members 
of  the  House. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  TreasUf  y,  of  the  estimates  of 
appropriations  necessary  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1811 ;  which  was.  referred  toihe  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

TBtASuxT  UxpAXTicsirT,  Dsc,  31, 1810. 

BiR :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  the 
estimates  of  the  appropriations  proposed  for  the  service 
of  the  yeuar  1811;  also  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and 
ezpenditares  at  the  Treasury,  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  30th  day  of  September,  1810. 

The  appropristionp.  as  detailed  in  the  estimates, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  five  millions  nine  hundred 
thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollaxs  and 
twenty-five  cents,  viz :  '  - 


For  the  civU  list 088,360  61 

For  miscellaneous  expenses  -  -  -  471,958  12 
For  ii\tercourse  with  foreign  nations  •  128,392  68 
For  Military  Establishments,  including 

one  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand 

five  hundred  dollsirs,  for  the  Indian 

Department,     -        -        -        -  2,791,600  80 

For  the  Navst  Bstablishment,  including 

the  Marine  Corps,     ...  1,870,274  05 


Tbtal 


$5,900,595  S6 


The  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Depsrtment 
is  calculated  on  the  whole  number  of  troops  aotborized 
by  law ;  bat  it  does  not  include'lhe  permanent  annuities 
to  certain  Indian  tribes,  nor  the  annual  appropriation 
of  two  hundred  thousand  >  dollars  for  furnishing  arms 
for  the  militia,  those  objects  being  provided  for  by  per- 
msnent  laws.  Nor  is  any  estimate  made,  af  the  sum 
which  may  be  wanted  during  the  ensuing  year,  for 
completing  fortifications.  The  sums  which  oiay  be 
actually  expended  in  the  year  1811,  for  those  several 
objects,  are  not,  therefore,  included  in  the  nffgregsts 
above  stated. 

The  funds  out  of  w^ich  appropriations  namy  be  made, 
for  the  purposes  before  mentioned,  are, 

1.  The  sum  of  six  hundred  thoussnd  doOars  of  the 
proceeds  of  dnties  on  imports  and  tonnage*  which  will 
accrue  in  the  year  1811 ;  which  sum  is  by  lew  sn- 
nually  reserved  for  the  support  of  Government. 

2.  So  much  of  the  balances  of  approprratioas  unex- 
pended unthe  3 1st  of  December,  1810,  as  is  not  wanted 
to  deft-ay  the  expenses  of  that  year. 

3.  The  surplus  of  the  revenue  and  income  of  the 
United  States,  which  may  accrue  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1811,  after  satisfying  the  objects  for  which  appro- 
priations have  been  heretofore  made. 

4.  The  proceeds  of  such  loan  or  loans  as  may  be 
authorised  by  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  yooi 
obedient  servant,  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  SexAxxK  of  the  House  of  H^s. 


Tuesday,  January  1, 1811. 

The  Hoose  met,  but  a  quorum  not  being  present, 
adjourned  until  to-morrosr  morning. 


Wbdmesday,  Jan  nary  2. 

Tfvo  otherneiv  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
Hampshire,  Natbaniel  A.  UavGn  ;  and  from 
Maryland,  John  Campbell)  appeared  aad  tock 
their  seats. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Staivley^ 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  of  Coniinerce 
and  Manufactures,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  exiiediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  a  remis- 
sion of  oenaities  involuntarily  incurred  by  infrac- 
tions of  the  laws  prohibiting  commercial  inter- 
course with  Great  Britain  aM  France,  and  their 
dependencies. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  John  Taylor,  resigning  his  seat  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  from  the  State  of  Sooth  Caro- 
lina, in  consequence  of  having  accepted  an  ap- 
pointment as  a  Senator  of  the  united  Slates. 
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Mr.  JfiBxiiif«8-  preseDied  a  molation  of  the  Le- 
gislacore  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  iostrueUng  him 
to  procare  the  passage  of  an  act  aathorizing  the 
people  of  the  said  Territory  to  elect  the  sherifis 
of  the  respecttye  counties  in  said  Territory. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  referred  to  Mr. 
Jsif  iviiffGa,  Mr.  Havbn,  and  Mr^  Nicholson. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Root, 

jResolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement 
of  the  whole  expense  to  the  Government  of  the 
Mint  of  the  United  States,  since  its  first  estabiish- 
meot;  the  profits  on  the  copper  coinage;  the 
amount  of  gold  coined  at  the  Mint ;  and  the  rate 
per  centum  of  expense  in  refining  gold  builioii 
below  the  standard  finene^. 

An  engrossed  bill  proyiding  for  the  removal  of 
the  land  oflice  established  at  Nashville,  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  and  Canton,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  to  aathorize  the  register  and  receiver 
of  poblic  moneys  to  superintend  the  public  sales 
of  land  in  the  dlstrici  east  of  Pearl  river,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  the  claims  ol  persons  claim- 
ing lands  in  the  District  of  Kaskaskta ;  which 
were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oo  the 
Public  Lands. 

FOREIGN  COIN. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  sii&pend  the  second  section  of  the  act.  entitled 
'An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  lor  other 
porposesJ' as  amended,  was  read  the  third  time, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Boyd,  that  the  bill 
be  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House ;  and  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative.  The  question  was  then 
taken  that  the  same  do  pass,  an%l  resolved  in  the 
affirmative^— yeas  82,  nays  20,  as  follows : 

Ykas — Joseph  Allen,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Burwell 
Baseett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigeiow,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  WiUiam  Butler,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  WU- 
liam  Chamberlin,  Bpaphroditus  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden*  Howell  Cobb,  Jamee  Cochran,  John  Da- 
venport, jr.,  Joaeph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
William  Findley,  Meehack  Franklin,  Banillai  Gannett, 
Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  GhbUon, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray, 
William  Hale,  William  Helms,  Jonathan  H.  Hnbbard, 
Ebeneser  Huntington,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M« 
Johnson,  William  Kennedy,  Nathaniel  Maeen,  Vincent 
Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde^  Samnel  McKee,  Fleas- 
ant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitebill, 
Nicholas  R.  Moors,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremish  Morrow, 
Giodon  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  New- 
ton, John  Nicholson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiiii 
Qoiney,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
neaeee,  Samnel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scudder, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennis 
Smelt,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley, 
Lewii  B.  Starves,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  | 
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Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  Robert  Whitehill, 
James  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats — David  Bard,  Adum  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Wi|-> 
liam  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Daniel  Heister,  Jacob 
Hufty,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  William  McKinley, 
John  Montgomery,  Matthias  Richards,  Erastus  Root, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  SmiHe,  Charles  Turner,  jr., 
and  Archibald  Van  Horn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  dcmcY.  the  title  of  the  bill 
was  amended  to  read  as  follows :  '*An  act  regu- 
lating the  currency  of  foreign  coins,  and  provi- 
ding for  their  assay." 

ORLEANS  TERRITORY. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  admitting  the  Territory 
of  Orleans  as  a  State  into  the  Union. 

Mr,  MiTCBiLL  rose  to  ask  for  information  as  to 
the  population,  &^,  of  that  Territory. 

Mr.  PoiNDiBXTER  said  he  had  no  doubt,  from 
the  knowledge  ihat  be  had  of  the  Territory,  that 
it  contained  at  least  sixty  thousand  souls.  On  the 
sohjeet  of  population  therefore  there  could  be  no 
dimculty.  How  far  it  would  be  proper  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  the  bill  till  the  bill  be- 
fore the  Senate  (respecting  the  West  Florida  Ter- 
ritory) was  decideo  on,  he  would  not  undertake 
to  say. 

Mr.  PoYDRAS  corroborated  the  statement  of 
Mr.  PoiNOEXTER.  He  said  he  derived  his  state- 
ment from  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  him- 
self. The  Territory  contained  at  least  60,000 
souls.  It  had  a  rifi^ht  to  become  a  State;  and  he 
could  not  see  the  least  pretent;e  for  an  objection 
to  it.  Coogress,  however,  would  act  as  in  their 
wisdom  they  should  deem  it  fit. 

Mr.  Troup  moved  for  the  Committee  to  rise^ 
urging  as  a  reason  for  the  motion  the  evident 
want  of  preparation  in  the  House  to  act  on  the 
subject.  He  also  alluded  to  the  difficulty  arising 
from  including  within  a  State  the  territory  be- 
tween the  Mississippi  and  thePerdido,  yet  in  dis- 
pute and  subject  to  negotiation. 

Mr.  Qholson  opposed  the  Committee's  rising. 
He  considered  the  bill  before  the  Senate  merely 
as  a  declaratory  bill,  and  not  at  all  altering  the 
present  state  of  that  Territory. 

.Mr.  W.  Alston  said  there  could  be  no  question 
of  the  propriety  of  admitting  the  Territory  as  a 
State,  whilst  it  was  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
make  conditions  with  them.  After  the  popula- 
tion was  ascertained  to  amount  to  60,000,  they 
would  become  a  State  without  asking  the  leave 
of  Congress. 

Mr.  SiBB  said  it  was'  very  far  from  his  inten- 
tion to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  bill.  On  the 
contrary,  he  was  favorably  disposed  to  it;  but  a 
difficulty  had  occurred  to  him  which  he  would 
state  as  a  reason  for  delaying  a  decision  on  the 
bill  for  the  present.  The  bill  proposed  including 
in  the  State  all  that  part  of  the  Territory  which 
lay  west  of  the  Perdido,  &c.  The  President,  by 
bis  Proclamation,  although  he  had  required  its 
occupation,  had  declared  that  the  righ^  should  be 
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subject  to  ne^otiatioD.  Now,  ifit  became  a  State, 
would  not  all  right  of  negotiatioa  on  the  subject 
be  taken  from  the  President? 

Mr.  Troup  said  he  had  made  the  motion  to 
rise,  because  be  saw  that  the  Committee  were  ob- 
viously not  ready  to  decide.  Independent  of 
other  consideraiiotfs,  Mr.  T.  said  the  ratio  of  rep- 
resentation was  not  yet  fixed — and  did  it  not  be 
come  Congress  to  taxe  care  that  the  population  of 
the  Territory  did  not  fall  short  or  that  ratio? 
Would  it  be  proper  that  30,000  inhabitants  in 
Orleans  should  ha7e  a  representative  when  forty 
or  fifty  thousand  were  required  for  the  satne  priv- 
ilege in  other  parts  of  the  Union  ? 

Mr.  Barrt  said  that  the  necessity  of  State  gov- 
ernment, the  want  of  proper  control  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  its  inability  to  attend  to  the 
municipal  concerns  of  the  Territory,  imperiously 
called  upon  Congress  to  erect  it  into  a  State.  It 
was  unimportant,  as  respected  the  ratio,  that  the 
bill  should  be  delayed  till  that  was  ascertained. 
Although  the  precise  population  could  not  be  .as- 
certained, yet,  from  what  had  fallen  from  the  gen« 
tlemen  from  Orleans  and  Mississippi  Territories, 
it  was  probable  that  the  Territory  had  already  a 
right  to  become  a  State.  Mr.  B.  said  it  was  im- 
portant that  Congress  should  act  on  this  subject, 
for  a  variety  of  reasons.  It  was  a  point  of  the 
Union  particularly  important  to  the  country 
which  he  represented.  IVew  Orleans  commanded 
the  river  through  which  the  whole  productions 
of  the  Western  and  of  some  part  of  the  Southern 
country  were  carried  to  market.  It  became  im- 
portant in  another  respect,  that  the  people  in  that 
country  should  have  the  power  of  self-government. 
He  alluded  to  the  necessity,  in  the  present  posture 
of  afiairs,  that  they  should  have  the  power  of  self- 
preservation  to  protect  themselves  m  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  rights,  and  that  the  powers  resulting 
from  State  sovereignty  ought  therefore  to  be  ex- 
tended to  them  at  this  time.  The  objection  which 
had  been  urged,  respecting  the  question  of  title, 
was  equally  unimportant.  Admitted  in  its  full 
force,  it  would  only  require  a  modification  of  the 
bill,  reserving  to  Congress  the  power  of  changinff^ 
the  boundary  of  the  Territory ;  and  this  would 
be  a  desirable  modification  because  of  the  unde- 
fined limits  of  the  Territory.  This  objection  did 
not  meet  the  merits  of  the  bill,  but  merely  sug- 
gested a  modification.  It  was  important  now  to 
acton  thesubject, because  Congress  had  the  power 
to  impose  conditions  on  the  Territory.  If  they 
waited  until  it  had  attained  a  population  of  60,- 
000,  they  could  not  say  no  to  the  demands  of  these 
people.  Passing  thb  bill  would  tend  to  show  that 
an  attachment  to  them  and  a  disposition  to  con- 
ciliate them  existed  in  Congress ;  and  would  at 
the  same  time  adroit  of  imposing  conditions  on 
them.  And  when  it  should  become  necessary  to' 
discuss  the  details  of  the  bill,  the  reasons  would 
be  found  cogent  for  retaining  the  conditions  it 
contained.  One  very  important  condition  was, 
that  their  laws  should  be  enacted  aod  records  kept 
in  the  laoffuage  common  to  all  the  States;  as, 
after  they  became  a  State,  a  great  part  of  the  pop- 
ulation being  French,  they  might  prefer  that  lan- 


guage. All  th^  objections  which  had  been  made 
to  an  immediate  decision  on  this  subject.  Mr.  B. 
said,  were  unsubstantial.  The  State  of  Ohio  had 
been 'admitted  into  the  Union  before  she  had  at- 
tained the  population  designated  by  the  Coosii- 
tution.  The  situation  of  the  Orleans  Territorr 
to  a  great  part  of  the  Western  country  was  io^ 
nitely  more  important  than  that  of  any  other  Ter- 
ritory i  and  the  people  of  that  portion  of  the 
Union  of  course  felt  greater  anxiety  in  relatioi 
to  it  than  in  relation  lo  any  other. 

Mr.  Sbsffet  8ai4  he  was  not  prepared  to  aet 
on  the  subject,  because  the  materials  on  which  to 
decide  were  not  before  the  House.  Whilst  be 
was  disposed  to  treat  the  inhabitants  of  the  Or- 
leans Territory,  as  brothers,  and  notasvassakhc 
was  not  ready  to  transfer  the  inheritance  purchased 
by  the  blood  of  our  fathers  to  foreigners.  Wiiile 
he  looked  upon  these  people  as  equals,  and  was 
disposed  to  do  them  justice,  he  thought  all  thef 
could  demand  at  his  hands  was  to  be  placed  oa 
that  equality  to  which  they  were  entitled.  It  had 
been  said  that  the  population  was  this  mueb  or 
that  much.  How  much  ? — Mr.  S.  asked.  Sixtr 
thousand  ?  Forty  thousand  7  Thirty  tbousaodl 
Would  any  gentleman  who  regarded  his  honor 
tell  the  House  that  there  were  30,000  inhabitajits 
in  the  undisputed  Territory  ?  He  believed  aou 
And  would  gentlemen  favpr  this  French  pops- 
4ation  at  the  expense  of  their  own  interests  sod 
rights?  It  was  true  indeed  that  Ohio  became  a 
State  before  she  had  60,000  j  but  the  ratio  of 
representation  was  then  but  30,000.  If  he  vere 
to  reason  on  this  subject,  Mr.  S.  said  he  voald 
say,  under  the  fostering  hand  of  the  General  Got- 
ernment,iet  them  become  accustomed  tooorGor* 
ernm en t,  before  those  were  permitted  to  gorera 
themselves  who  had  so  lately  emerged  from  des- 
potism. He  was  not,  he  safd,  directly  hostile  to 
the  admission  of  this  Territory  into  the  UdIod; 
but  he  made  these  observations  in  answer  to  spee* 
ulations  ushered  in  to  lead  the  House  from  its 
duty.  They  ought  to  have  the  necessarv  infor- 
mation. The  idea  of  a  gentleman  from  Cfeorga 
had  also  occurred  to  him.  respecting  the  exteDsion 
of  the  limits  to  the  Perdi'do.  When  the  ErecotiTe 
had  directed  the  occupation  of  that  Territory  it 
had  given  a  pledge  that  it  should  be  subject  to 
future  negotiation.  And  would  gentlemen  say. 
that  the  Executive  could  convey  away  any  ps^t 
of  a  State?  Although  it  should  be  hereafta 
clearly  proved,  that  the  Territory  was  not  cedeli 
what  is  he  bound  to  do  ?  To  establish  a  docirioe 
spurned  at  by  all,  that  the  treaty*making  pov<f^ 
has  a  right  to  cede  a  State  or  any  part  of  a  State. 
Cerrainly  not.  This  consideration  was  sufficieot 
to  induce  the  House  to  look  about  them  before 
they  proceeded.  Why  should  they  be  hurried  on 
without  information  ?  The  particular  siinaiion 
of  the  Territory  had  been  mentioned  as  tLgrom 
for  an  immediate  decision.  What  was  its  siiti] 
ation?  It  is  far  distant;  so  is  the  Mi$sj«>PP' 
Territory.  The  latter  has  been  nursed  in  "« 
principles  of  civil  liberty  ;  the  former  has  nop 
The  latter  is  composed  chiefly  of  our  own  ciu* 
zens ',  the  former  is  not.    Mr.  S.  said  he  had  U' 
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ways  understood  that  New  Orleans  was  th«  most 
valoerable  point  of  the  Union,  and  it  was  therefore 
the  more  proper  still  to  keep  the  power  in  oar 
own  hands. 

Mr.  MiGOR  said  he  would  treat  these  people 
as  he  wottid  the  people  of  erery  other  Territory. 
They  were  a  part  of  the  nation,  and  so  Ou^ht  to 
he  coDsidered.  There  ought  to  be  no  question  as 
lo  what  stock  thej  sprung  from ;  the  true  ques- 
tioD  was,  ought  they  to  be  a  State  ?  The  true 
policy,  Mr.  M.  thought,  was,  as  they  were  to  be- 
come a  part  of  the  United  States,  to  make  them 
one  and  mdiyisible  as  soon  as  possible.  They  had 
already  served  a  sufficient  apprenticeship  to  the 
United  States,  but  not  under  a  free  Government, 
for  the  Territorial  governments  were  not  free. 
The  advantage  of  exacting  of  them  the  condition 
of  using  the  same  language,  was  a  great  one.  How 
coald  they  be  made  one  with  the  United  States 
HDlesa  by  the  use  of  the  same  language  ?  Mr.  M. 
wished  to  treat  this  Territory  as  well  as  the  others, 
and  no  better ;  he  would  not  treat  one  as  a  daugh- 
ter and  the  other  as  a  step-daughter.  He  was  as 
wilh'ng  now  to  make  Orleans  a  Su^te  as  he  had 
been  to  make  Ohio  a  State.  The  great  object  is 
to  make  us  one  people ;  to  make  this  nation  one. 
As  to  the  Mississippi  Territory,  it  had  not  served 
a  much  longer  apprenticeship  than  Orleans,  having 
only  been  acquired  by  the  treaty  with  Spain  in 
1795.  The  people  of  Orleans  possessed  certaiqiy 
as  strooff  an  attachment  to  the  nation  as  could  be 
expected  from  the  time  they  had  belonged  to  it. 
When  the  Spaniards  invaded  the  Territory,  they 
stepped  forward  promptly  to  repel  them ;  and 
when  some  citizens  of  the  old  States  forj^ot  the 
lore  erery  honest  heart  owes  to  his  country,  they 
showed  their  attachment  to  the  Union  by  the 
readiness  with  which  they  lent  their  aid  to  repel 
them.  To  make  them  a  State  would  make  that 
attachment  still  greater,  and  it  was  therefore  ad- 
visable to  act  on  the  subject. 

The  Committee  now  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again ;  but  before  leave  was 
granted,  the  House  adjourned. 


renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.-«Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  Love,  the  House  proceeded 
to  consider  a  resolution  submitted  by  him  on  the 
nineteenth  ultimo ;  which  was  again  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Rbba^  of  Tennessee,  from  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  eleventh  ultimo,  presented  a  bill 
further  providing  for  the  government  of  the  Ter* 
ritory  of  Louisiana;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  Pbabson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  twenty-first  ultimo,  presented  a  oiU  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  passed  the  twelfth  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1793,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  fugitives 
from  justice  end  persons  escaping  from  the  service 
of  their  masters,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 


Thubsuay,  January  3. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnsoit^ 

Beiolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
designating  a  portion  of  the  public  land,  west  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  in- 
diridoals  holding  under  the  act  of  Virginia  of  one 
tboasand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and 
report  their  opinion  to  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WiTHfeaspooif, 

Readved,  That  the  Speaker  address  a  letter  to 
the  Executive  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
communicating  information  of  the  resignation  of 
John  Taylor,  one  of  the  members  returned  from 
that  State  to  serve  in  this  House,  that  measures 
may  be  taken  to  siipply  the  vacancy  occasioned 
thereby  in  the  representation  of  that  Slate. 

Mr.  Sbyb^rt  presented  a. petition  of  strodry 
merchants,  manufacturers,  mechanics,  traders, 
tod  other  inhabitants  of  PhiM^phiH,  praying  the 


TERRrrORIES  OF  THE  UNITED  8TATfi& 

Mr.  Bibb  said  it  would  be  recollected  that  in 
the  oourse  of  the  discussion  yesterday  on  the  sub* 
j'ect  of  admitting  the  Territory  of  Orleans  as  b 
State  into  the  Union,  he  had  explicitly  declared 
himself  in  favor  of  such,  a  oourse  whenever  there 
was  information  before  the  House  to  justif]^  it. 
The  bill  now  before  the  House  on  that  subject 
provided  for  including  in  that  Territory  the  tract 
of  country  the  occupation  w|iereof  had  recently 
been  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  He  had  said  yesterday  that,  although 
this  step  had  been  taken,  the  President  had  given 
a  pledge  that  the  Territory  should  hereafter  be  a 
suDJect  of  negotiation ;  and  that  in  making  it  a 
Slate  they  would  forever  preclude  negotiation  on 
the  subject.  Mr.  B.  said,  whea  the  bill  again 
came  up,  it  was  his  intention  to  move  to  strike 
out  the  provision  relating  to  this  Territory ;  but 
before  that  bill  came  up,  he  thought  proper  to 
move  the  following  resolution : 

Resohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqpire 
into  the  expediency  of  annexing  to  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, or  of  creating  into  a  separate  Territorial  govern- 
ment, the  tract  of  country  lywg  south  of  the  Slst  de- 
gree of  north  latitude,  and  extending  from  the  river 
Perdido,  to  a  line  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  lakes 
Maurepas  and  Pontchartrain,  and  the  river  Iberville,  to 
ita  junction  with  the  river  Mississippi.  • 

The  discussion  of  this  resolution  had  progr^sed 
to  some  extent,  when  a  Message  was  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Speakbr;  having  opened  the  Message,  de- 
clared it  to  be*  of  a  confidential  nature. 

The  subject  then  under  discussion  was  post- 
poned ;  the  galleries  were  immediately  clearedi 
and  all  strangers  excluded. 

The  doors  were  closed  the  remainder  of  the 
sitting ;  which  C9ntinued  till  4  o'clock. 

FBI0A.T,  January  4. 
The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a.letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  an  ae- 
connt  of  the  sale  of  public  arms  to  the  State  of 
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Maryland,  ifi  obedience  to  an  act  of  the  second 
of  April,  which  wa»^read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jgnnuigs, 

jRefo/ved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  opening  a  road 
from  Vibcennes,  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  to 
Dayton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  report  their 
opinion  thereon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Jbnninos,  Mr.  Boyd,  and  Mr.  Campbell, 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  FiNDLBT  presented  a  petition  of,  the  Synod 
of  Pittsburg,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 
that  the  laws  and  regulations  for  the  government 
of  the  Post  Office  Establishment  may  be  so  altered 
or  amended  as  to  prohibit  mail  stages  and  post 
riders  from  travelling,  and  post  offices  being  kept 
open,  on  Sunday.— -Keferred  to  the  Postmaster 
Qeneral. 

Mr.  Babsctt,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Na- 
Tal  Establishment,  presented  a  bill  establi»hing 
Navy  Hospitals;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  ^  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wed- 
nesday next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  an  additional  appropriation  to  supply 
m  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the  relief  ana 
protection  of  distressed  American  seamen,  during 
the  year  1810,"  with  an  amendment;  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  amendment  was  read,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

Another  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  addi- 
tional Assistant  Postmaster  General,"  with  an 
amendment ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.  ' 

The  amendment  was  read,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  amendment 
to  the  bill  "  making  an  additional  a]>propriation 
to.  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the 
relief  and  protection  of  distressed  American  sei^- 
men,  during  the  year  1808. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sturoes, 

Retolved^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to'iajr  beferje  this  House  a 
copy  of  his  Proclamation  issued  the  2d  Novem- 
ber,' 1810;  and  also  a  copy  of  the  circular  letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Collect- 
ors of  the  Customs,  in  pursuanca  uf  said  Procla- 
mation. 

Mr.  Stdrqes  and  Mr.  Campbell  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  present  the  said  resolution  to 
the  President. 

Mr.  Van  Horn  presented  a  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, praying  that  Congress  will  authorize  the 
corporation  of  said  town  to  clear  out  and  deepen 
the  channel  of  the  Potomac  river  between  said 
town  and  the  mouth  of  the  Eastern  Branch. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
iwfinished  business  of  the  2d  instant;  and  the 


question  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoqk 
have  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  said  bill  being  uken. 
it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  aitiendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  biils^  entitled  "An  act  making  an  addiiicnil 
appropriation  to  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  appro* 
priation  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  distressed 
American  seamen,  during  the  year  1810,"  aol 
'^An.act  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  additiooil 
Assistant  Postmaster  General  -^  and,  after  soou 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee,  rose,  aod  »> 

Sorted  their  agreement  to  the  araendmefit  to  ibc 
rst  mentioaed  and  their  disagreement  to  the  liit 
mentioned  bill. 

The  House  proceeded  toconsider  the  said  report 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  qaestioi 
being  taken  thereon,  it  was  concurred  in  bf  ih« 
House. 

Mr.  Maoon,  from  the  committee  to  whois  vu 
referred  his  proposed  amendment  totheCoosti- 
tution,  reported  the  following  in  lieu  thereof, 
which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole: 


*<  No  Senator  or  RepretentatiTe  shall  be 
to  any  civil  offioa,  place,  or  appointment  under  tk  to* 
thority  of  the  United  States  until  the  expiration  of  tk 
Presidential  term  in  which  anch  person  shall  ^ 
ferred  as  a  Senator  or  Representative." 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
Mr.  BxTBWELL  reported  the  fol lowing  biii: 

A  Bill  continuing  in  force  for  the  term  of — Ac  ■<* 
entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  sahscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,*'  on  the  terms  and 
conditions  therein  mentioned. 
Be  it  enaeied,  by  the  Senate  and  Houtt  of  Rtptt- 
sentativea  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Cm- 
gren  assemhted,  That  the  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  pasted  thi 
26th  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  cor  Loid  1791, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  continued  in  foice,  nhyH 
to  the  provisions  and  conditions  in  this  act  tpeaficd, 
for  and  doling  the  further  term  of year^fron  «id 

after  the  4th  day  of  March  next. 
Sacd.  Promded,h9iteoer,andUitJMherenadfi 

That  the  President  and  Directora  of  the  said  BioU 

the  Unitefl  States  shall,  on  or  beipre  the ^1^ 

-r —  next,  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Sut* 
ibr  the  oae  thereof;  one  million  two  hundred  andfiftf 
thouaand  doUara. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  ?^ 
dent  and  Directors  of^he  said  Bank  shall,  at  til  ti0« 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  and  dniiDguc 
continuance  of  the  same,  be  holden  «nd  bound  to  oue 
a  loan  or  loans  to  the  United  States,  if  required  ib4 
authorised  by  law,  of  any  sum  or  suras  of  moocji  b^ 
exceeding  at  any  one  time  A^re  millions  of  doUvs.  i** 
imburaable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States,  t» 
At  a  rate  o(  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  centom  p^ 
year:  Provided,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  thewj- 
retary  of  the  Treasury  to  make  his  application  inwm- 
ing  to  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  said  Bi» 
for  such  loan  or  loans,  at  least  three  caleodar  moeto| 
prior  to  the  time  when  anch  loan  or  loans  Bhali  v 
required :  Provided.aieO,  That  the  sum  of  two  milb«j 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  thouaand  doUare,  bonoweo 
during  thp  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ten,  shall  \)e(to- 
sidered  as  part  thereof,  a&d  that  no  greater  vom 
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hall  be  required  in  any  qiMrtei^  of  a  year  than  one 
oillioD  of  doilan :  Andprtmdedyfurther^  That  all  such 
nni  shall  be  reimbanahle  at  or  before  the  expiration 
f  the  aaid  tens  of  ^-^  yeare,  ualeaa  it  shall  be  other- 
f\m  agiewl  betvnMO  the  aaid  corporation  and  the 
Jjiited  Statea. 

Sxc.4.  MdbeUfitrtherenactedt  That,  if  the  aaid 
'resident  and  Purectora  ahalLon  any  occasion  fail  •  to 
Brnish  any  loan  or  loans,  to  be  required  by  the  United 
(utea,  in  the  manner  hereinhefbra  enacted,  their  eor- 
•nttion  shall  fiwthwith  be  diaaolTed,  and  the  power 
toreof  shall  deaee  and  terminate,  anything  in  this  act, 
r  in  the  act  hereby  continued  in  force, to  the  oontraiy 
hereof  in  anywise  netwiihatanding. 

8xc.  6.  Md  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  direct- 
rs  chosen  by  the  stockholders  of  the  said  corporation 
n  the  itnt  Monday  of  January  in  the  preaent  year, 
nd  the  president  chosen  by  the  directors  at  the  first 
leeting  after  such  election,  shall  be  capable  of  aerTing, 
y  virtue  of  such  elections,  until  the  first  Monday  in 
anQsry,  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve. 

Stc.6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act,  en- 
itied  "  An  act  to  punish  frauds  committed  on  the  Bank 
f  the  United  States,"  passed  the  twenty -fourth  day  of 
'ebniary, eighteen  hundred  and  aoTtn,  be  and  the  same 

I  hereby  oontinoed  in  fcree  during  the  continQance  of 
he  said  corporation ;  «nd  the  same  shall  at  all  times 
lereafter,  and  in  aH  respects,  bo  deemed  and  taken  to 
ipply  to  the  said  corporation,  in  the  same  manner  that 
t  has  hem  deemed  and  taken  to  a^ly  to  the  same 
wretoibre. 

8sc.  7.  And  he  it  further  Moeted,  That  the  Presi^ 
nt  and  Directors  of  the  said  Bank  shall^  after  the 
burth  day  of  March  next,  pay  to  the  United  States  an 
aterest  at  the  rate  of  three  per  centum  per  year  on  all 
urns  of  money  above  the  aum  of  millions  of  dollars, 
rhich  shall  aoeumutate  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of 
he  United  Stales  in  aaid  bank,  or  in  the  branchea  of  the 
ame,  and  whidi  shall  remain  there  for  — ^ :  Provided, 
t  shall  be  the  duty  of  tho  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
rom  time  to  time,  to  give  notice  in  writing  to  the  Pre- 
ident  and  Directors,  at  least  —  daya  before  the. term 
•r  time  at  whidi  the  aaid  interest  ahall  begin  to  accrue 
ind  be  computed ;  which  notice  in  writing  shall  spe- 
ifj  the  exact  amoont  of  deposite  so  to  remain  fot  the 
ffade  year  as  aforesaid. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  United 
States  shall  be-  anthoriMd,  at  anytime  during  the  oon- 
bnance  of  thie  act,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  the 
sid  corporation,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  hereaner 
vesciibed  by  law,  and  for  which  the  United.  States 
bail  be  the  subscriber,  and  own  to  an  amonnt  not  ex- 
ceding  in  the  whole shares,  fend  not  exceeding 

II  sny  one  year  -~-»  shares :  Provided,  That,  during 
be  time  the  United  State*  shall  so  hold  stock  in  the 
sid  corporation,  they  ahall  have  the  right  to  appoint, 
Q  such  manner  as  ahall  hereafter  be  declared  by  law. 

Dumber  not  exceeding of  the  directora .''  And 

*rmded,  abo.  That  .the  ahares  thus  to  be  subscribed 
nd  added,  by  add  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  shall 
lot  be  sold  at  a  price  less  than  ^-^  per  centum  advance 
•n  eadi  share. 

Bkc.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  twelfth 
ectioB  of  the  before-mentioned  act,  entitled  ^  An  ;act 
o  incotpoiat^  tho  snhscribera  to  the  B«nk  of  the  Uni- 
ed  ShaeB,passd  tfio  second  March,  seventeen  hundred 
nd  ninety-one,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sac.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
be  doty  of  the  Preaident  apid  Directon  of  the  said  Bank, 


on  or  before  the  — -  day  o( next,  to  stgniQr  to 

the  President  of  the  United  Suites,  in  writing,  their 
acceptance,  in  behalf  of  the  said  corporation,  of  tho 
terms  and  conditions  in  this  act  contained ;  and  if  they 
ahall  foil  to  do  so,  on  or  bbfore  the  day  above-mentioned, 
then  this  ac^  shall  cease  to  be  in  forco^ 

Mr.  Bassett  said  he  had  a  Ooostitationnl  ob-* 
jdctioQ  to  the  bill,  and  oould  not  by  his  vote,  sanc- 
tion it  in  any  shape;  He  therefore  moved  that 
the  blli  be  rejected.  He  did  not  wish  to  discuss 
the  motion  to-day,  but  wonld  rather  it  should  lie 
over  till  M opday.  He  made  his  motion  now,  to 
enter  his  proltet  at  the  threshold  agaidst  the  bill 
oa  Coastitotienal  grounds.  He  had  hoped  the 
committee,  who  had  the  subject  ander  consider' 
ation,  would  have  submitted  the  question  of  con* 
stitettoDality,  in  some  shape,  before  they  had  ^one 
•into  details ;  that  not  having  been  the  c^se,  he 
was  compelled  to  make  this  motion. 

Mr.  BnawELL  concurred  with  his  colleagae  ia 
hie  objections  to  the  principle  of  the  bill.  It  was 
his  decided  conviction  that  the  Constitution  did 
not  five  to  Congress  thepower  to  establish  a  Bank 
of'the  United  States.  This  being  his  impression, 
and  a  most  deliberate  ooe,  because  he  had  viewed 
tf^e  subject  in  every  light  he  could,  in  the  situation 
he  occupied  as  a  mrember  of  the  committee,  he 
could  not  but  vote  for  the  rejection  of  the  bill; 
although  he  had  intended  to  move  that  it  should 
take  the  usual  course  of  all  bills.  In  this  whole 
business  he  said  he  had  been  guided  by  the  in- 
structions of  the  committee.  When  first  the  sub- 
ject had  been  presented  to  the  committee,  he  had 
urged  the  same  objections  as  were  now  stated ; 
hut  without  effect.  On  the  details  of  the  bill  the 
committee  had  diffiiired  very  materially,  and  re- 
porting It  in  its  present  form  was  the  result  of  a 
mutual  acoommodation,  in  order  td  bring  the 
subject  before  the  Hou9e.  The  biU  as  now  re- 
ported, he  said,  was  very  similar  to  the  one  re- 
ported to  this  House  at  the  last  session ;  it  differed 
out  in  two  points,  the  one  Was,  in  repealiUf^  the 
13th  section  of  the  act  of  1791,  which  precluded 
the  Gk^vernmeqt  from  establishing  any  other  baak| 
the  other  in  authorizing  the  Qovernment  to  in- 
crease the  capital  and  take  shares  itself  with  a 
proportionate  direction,  tf  the  question  of  re- 
jection was  nut,  he  was  bound  to  vote  for  it,  be-  • 
cause  he  cooid  not  vote  for  the  renewal  either  on 
the  grounds  of  cooatttueionality  or  expediency. 
Bui  oe  thought  it  would  be  fair  to  take  up  the 
discussion  at  a  future  day ;  and.  if  a  majority 
should  be  really  of  opinion  that  the  Constitution 
had  given  to  Congress  the  power  of  establishing 
corporations  within  the  limits  of  the  States,  with- 
out their  consent,  that  thev  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunitv  of  making  the  bill  as  favorable  as  they 
could,  and  guard  against  ail  the  abuses  to  which 
such  an  institutioo  was  liable.  It  was  important 
in  everv  point  of  view  that  it  should  be  decided 
as  speeotly  as  possible,  whether  as  it  regarded  the 
people,  the  stockholders,  or  the  pecuniary  arrange- 
ments of  the  Qovemmeot.  If  the  gentleman 
would  consent  to  postpone  the  discussion  of  his 
motion  to  Monday,  it  would  meet  his  approbation. 

Mr.  BABafeTT,  complying  with  the  wishes  of 
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hia  frieod,  withdrew  his  mottoa  for  r«ieccieD,  and 
moyed  to  liostpone  the  ftifthcr  consideratioo  of 
the  bill  to  Monday.  Ooe  of  the  great  argutnetits 
used  in  favor  of  the  renewal  and  a^iost  the  Con- 
^titutiooal  objeetioD,  was  the  a'cquieteeboe  of  the 
States  in  the  a«t ;  he  was  desirous  to  rejeot  this 
bill  before  arguments  of  an  acquiescence  on  the 
part  of  this  House  could  be  drawn  from  their 
consideration  of  it. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  said  he  was  against  the  motion 
for  postponement  \  the  chairman  of  the  cemmit*  Uheir  duty  to  meet  the  question  fairly,  to  gire  it 


ther  nothing  bat  specie.    He  waa  agauist  any 
postponement. 

Mr.  Southard  said,  he  thought  it  wonld  be 
proper  to  permit  this  biil  to  talce  tira  common 
course.  He  could  not  see  anything  so  very  ob- 
noxious in  it  as  to  induce  the  House  to  reject  it. 
He  was  himseif  unfriendly  to  tho  renewal  of  the 
charter ;  but^  as  the  people  were  much  inter- 
ested, and  petitions  on  the  subject  baY«  been 
cehred  from  many  respectable  citizens,  it 


tee,  he  said,  had  well  expressed  the  reasons  which 
had  induced  the  committee  to  report  this  bill. 
They  had  been  disposed  to  bring  this  subject  be- 
fore the  House,  that  it  might  m  there  acte^  on 
in  Cjommittee  of  the  whole  House.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bassbtt,)  who  had 
first  spoken,  had  expressed  his  manly  and  honest 
disapprobation  of  the  biil,  and  had  proteated 
against  it  as  unconstitutional.  Mr.  M.  said  he 
wished,  after  having  expressed  bis  opinion,  that- 
tbe  gentleman  would  have  permitted  this  bill  to 
take  the  ordinary  course  of  bills.  That  was  the 
wish  of  the  committee.  The  bill  contained  an 
insulated  section  for  renewing  the  charter,  a  mo^ 
tion  to  strike  out  which  would  give  ampiie  scope 
to  debate  on  the  Constitutional  question. 

Mr.  Gbolsom  rose  to  make  a  question  of  order, 
wlwther,  when  objection  was  made  to  its  passing 
to  a  second  reading,  any  motion  in  relation  to  the 
bill  could  be  recei^,  unless  to  reject  it.  Believ- 
ing the  bill  to  be  unconstitutional,  and  feeling 
himself  bound  .by  his  oath  to  vote  against  it  in 
all  its  stages,  he  was  desirous  to  take  a  vote  on 
rejection. 

Messrs.  Bassbtt,  Gbolsom,  Pitkin,  Borwbll, 
Nbwton,  and  Sbbpfby,  spoke  to  the  question  of 
order: 

The  Si*bakbr  decided-  that,  when  opposition 
was  made  to  the  second  reading  of  a  bill,  the  mo- 
tion of  rejection  superseded  every  other  motion, 
except  a  motion  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  Gbolsom  renewed  the  motion  to  reject 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Sbbffey  intimated  that  as  he  was  no^  sat- 
isfied that  it  was  within  the  power  of  Congress 
to  pass  such  a  law,  and  therefore  wished  the  sub- 
ject discussed,  he  should  vote  against  rejection. 

Mr.  Maoon  said  this  was  a  great  question, 
touching  the  whole  moneyed  interest  of  the  na- 
tion, and  materially  afiecting  the  collection  of 
the  revenue.  He  was  as  clearly  of  opinion  that 
it  was  expedient  to  renew  the  charter,  as  he  was 
that  it  was  unconstitutional.  He  did  not  believe 
the  wisest  men  among  them  could  tell  the  evils 
which  would  result  from  the  dissolution  of  the 
bank.  Nothing  but  the  most  perfect  conviction 
in  his  own  mind  that  they  had  not  the  power  to 
pass  the  bill  would  compel  him,  when  thequestion 
was  put,  to  vote  against  it.  A  decision  ought 
not  to  be  delayed.  They  must  decide  whether 
they  would  take  the  paper  of  the  State  banks  or 
leave  a  power  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Of  somebody  else — as  great  a  power  almost  as 
could  be  given — to  say  what  State  paper  should 
ba  received,  in  payment  of  the  revenue^  or  whe- 


that  consideration  which  the  importance  of  the 
subject  required.  His  reason  for  voting  against 
the  rejection  was,  that  they  should  meet  the  ques- 
tion fairly. 

Mt.  Seybert  said,  if  he  was  compelled  to  gire 
a  decisive  vote,  be  must  vote  for  the  rejection  of 
the  bill.  Nevertheless,  he  was  very  willing  to 
hear  the  subject  discusised,  aod  to  receive  light 
on  it.  He  thought  gentlemen  were  too  much  in 
a  hurry.  This  was  a  subject  in  which  the  whole 
Union  was  mush  interested,  and  ought  to  be  fuUy 
discussed. 

Mr.  Dawson  said,  that  although  be  believed 
the  bill  unaimatittttional.  h«  must  vote  against  re- 
jecHon,  biecaoaa  he  believed  it  ought  to  be  fniJy 
discussed. 

Mr  Baoor  satd  be  was  opposed  to  the  biU  or 
Constitutional  grouiids;  but  his  mind  was  not  so 
fully  made  up ;  he  had  not  so  much  confideoee 
in  hfs  own  infallibilitv,  that  he  would  t^eet  ail 
discussion.  H^  shonld  therefore  vote  against  re- 
jeetidn ;  but  he  hoped  that  this  vote  would  not 
be  considered  as  precluding  him  from  votings 
against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smilib  said,  whatever  they  might  ulti- 
mately do,  thequestion  was  of  too  great  magni- 
tude to  be  decided  without  debate.  It  was  a  re- 
spect due  to  the  interest  which  the  subject  had 
excited  in  the  public  miod  that  it  should  uke  the 
usual  course  of  business.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  not  reject  the  bill  without  hearing  the  ar- 
^uinents  in  favor,  of  it.  Bjr  voting  against  re- 
jection, be  did  not  consider  himself  contmitled  as 
to  his  futore  vote. 

Mr.  Wbigbv  said,  be  Ivished  the  ■ubjeec  post- 
poned to  Wedttesdav  next.  If  the  gentleraan 
from  Virginia  would  consent  to  withdraw  bis 
motion  for  rejection,  it  tvould  be  a  great  accotn- 
modation,  and  give  an  opportunity  to  examine 
the  subject.  His  present  impression  was,  that  no 
charter  ought  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  GoLOSBOROiTOH  said,  that  the  vote  on  this 
queMion  would  not  be  conclusive  of  anythtog. 
He  had  been  bappy  that  geotlemen,  in  principle 
opposed  to  the  bill,  had  declared  that  they  should 
vote  adjust  rejection  because  they  wished  for 
discussion.  He  hoped  no  gentleman  would  con- 
sider himself  committed  by  this  vote ;  he  cer- 
tainly should  not. 

Mr.  MgKbe  said  he  bad  not  expected  that  so 
(^reat  a  question  as  this  was  to  have  been  decided 
m  a  few  hours.  He  had  reserved  to  himself  time 
to  examine  difficulties  in  relation  to  the  subject;, 
and,  not  having  done  so,  must  now  for  that  reasoa 
vote  against  rejection. 
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Mr«  GhoI'SON  had  supposed,  that,  as  the  ques- 
:ioQ  of  eooscituiiooality  had  beea  the  subject  of 
liscussioQ  for  twenty  years  past,  every  gentle- 
mail's  oiiod  was  mad^  op oo it;  bat.  seeing^  so 
naay  geatlem^p  uafrieodly  to  the  bill  about  to 
vote  agatost  rejedioa,  and  fiodiog  that  the  ques- 
tion, whea  takeo,  would  decide  ootbiog,  he  with- 
drew  the  motion  for  rejection. 

Tbe  bill  went  to  a  second  reading  of  course, 
and  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

4 

TERRITORY  OF  ORLEANS. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  admitting  the  Territory 
of  Orleans  into  .the  Union  as  an  independent 
State,  &c. ' 

Mr.  WBEATON.-^Whenerer  a  bill  is  offered 
for  our  sanction,  in  order  that  it  may  become  a 
law,  it  is  proper,  before  we  give  it  suoh  sanction, 
that  we  should  inquire  whether  the  anbiect  of  it 
is  such  as  we  have  Constitutional  authority  to 
legislate  upon ;  and  if  so,  whether,  from  a  con- 
sideratioa  of  time  and  cireumstances^  it  be  expe- 
dieot  so  to  do* 

It  appears  to  me  that  tbe  bill  now  before  ns 
is  objectionable  on  both  these  grounds,  and.  if  so, 
there  is  a  double  reason  why  it  should  not  pass. 
A  lew  moments- will  be  sufficient  for  the  remarks 
I  have  to  make  upon  either ;  and,  if  thev  shall 
be  deemed  of  no  consequence,  there  will  oe  this 
coosolation,  that  they  will  have  occupied  but  very 
little  time. 

The  subject  of  this  bill  is  tbe  Orleans  Terri- 
tory, and  the  object «f  it,  to  form  that  Territory 
ioio  a  State,  the  people  of  which  are  to  be  sub- 
ject 10  the  samfe  duties,  and  entitled  to  the  same 
priyile|;es,  u  the  people  of  the  United  States  in 
their  federative  capacity.    It  will  be  observed 
that  our  Constitution,  by  its  enacting  clause,  was 
ordained  and   established  for  the  then  United 
States  of  America.    The  United  States  being 
ihQs  included,  implies  an  exclusion  of  all  others. 
It  may,  therefore,  be  fairly  concluded  that  those 
that  tfamed  this  Constitation^  and  those  that 
adopted  it,  never  intended  that  ita  immediate  opr 
eraiioD  should  extend  to  any  people  that  did  not 
^eo,or  that  should  not  thereafter  be  included 
wuhintbe  limiu  of  the  United  States;  that  they 
<^td  not  intend  to  enter  into  a  partnership  of  this 
sort  without  some  knowledge  (M  those  that  should 
compose  it,  lest  the  improner  conduct  of  some 
^ightend  in  the  ruin  of  all.    The  Territory  of 
cleans  certainly  was  not  within  the  limits  of 
the  Uniied  States  when  the  Constitution  was 
«5tabli»hed.   It  was  known  to  be  otherwise.    The 
Pjople  there  were  foreigners  to  us,  and  subjects 
^  another  Government.    That  it  could  not  have 
^«Q  intended  that  the  Constitution  should  em- 
orate  ibese  people  and  this  Territory,  may  be 
•fBOed  from  the  extreme  danger  of  carrying  tbe 
Pftttciple  into  operation.    If  we  may  extena  our 
(a^t^  ^'  ^^*  Without  the  consent  of  tbe  people, 
IL      ^^^^  ^^*^  ''  expressed  in  the  Constitn- 
121^0}  who  can  tell  where  will  be  our  ultimate 
•^^  ot  wfiat  number  of  States  we  may  have 
^^  Utkion  ?    Purchase  and  conquest  are  ob- 


jects of  ambiiion.     The  great  Napoleon  may 
have  more  land  to  sell,  and  Spain  now  possess 
what  she  cannot  retain.    May  we  not,  in  time, 
have  the  whole  of  South  America,  some  of  the 
West  India  islands,  and,  possibly.  Great  Britain? 
And  if  so,  upon  the  same  principle  that  we- form 
the  Territory  of  Orleans  into  a  State,  we  majr 
form  these  Territories  into  as  many  separate^ 
States  as  we  please,  and  admit  them  into  tbe^ 
Union  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges  that 
any  of  our  States  now  possess  and  enjoy.    Then 
what  will  become  of  the  Old  United  States,  who  « 
first  entered  into  the  compact  contained  in  the  - 
Constitution,  and  for  whose  benefit  alone  that  . 
instrument  was  made  and  executed.    Instead  of 
these  new  States  being  annexed  to  as,  we  shall  be- 
annexed  to  them,  lose  our  independencci  an^ 
become  altogether  subject  to  their  control.    Be* 
sides,  it  may  be  recollected,  that,  when  oar  inde- 
pendence and  national  existence  was  acknowl- 
edged by  the  other  nations  of  the  world,  the 
Territory  now  proposed  to  be  received  into  the 
Union  made  no  part  of  tbe  United  States  so  ac- 
knowledged *y  if,  therefore,  this  be  done,  a  jealousy 
may  be  created  in  those  other  nations,  and.  possi- 
bly, they  may  have  some  reason  to  complain  that, 
in  addition  to  the  immense  increase  o[  popula- 
tion within  our  ancient  limits,*  we  should  extend 
oar  boundaries  so  far  as  to  include  other  coun- 
tries.   This,  however,  by  those  who  justify  the 
Governments  of  other  nations  in  the  pursuit  of 
their  projects  for  universal  domination,  will  be 
thought  deserving  of  very  little  consideration. 
But,  It  may  be  weU  questioned  how  far  the  taking 
of  positions  that  may  lead  to  war  comports  with, 
that  pacific  disposition  which  the  people  of  the 
United  States  have  been  so  anxious  to  maintain: 
and,  whether  the  obligation  they  have  placed 
themselves  under,  by  adopting  the  Constitution! 
to  guaranty  to  every  State  in  tbe  Union  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government,  and  to  protect  each  of 
them  against  invasion,  can  be  made  to  extend  to 
the  Orleans  Territory,  or,  whether  the  President: 
can  have  any  authority  to  send  our  militia  ther^. 
to  repel  any  invasion  or  suppress  any  insurrec- 
tion that  may  happen  thdre,  are  inquiries  worth 
some  attention  before  we  pass  this  act.    And 
there  will  be  found  another  difficulty  in  the  way 
of  carrying  the  object  of  it  into  full  effi?ct.    If 
the  people  of  that  Territory  are  admitted  into 
the  Union  as  a  State,  on  an  equal  footing  with, 
any  of  the  noto  United  States,  they  will  have  a 
right  to  send  to  our  Legislature  not  only  Repre- 
sentatives in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  but,, 
also,  two  Senators,  and  the  Constitution  makes  it 
a  necessary  qualification  for  a  Senator  that  he 
should  have  been  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
at  least  nine  years,  a  period  further  back  than  it\ 
can  be  pretended  that  any  of  the  people  a(  that 
Territory  ever  belonged  to  the  United  States,  un- 
less they  be  emigrants,  and  have  not,  thereby, 
lost  their  citizenship.    And  a  President  of  the 
United  States  they  never  can  have  from  among 
their  own  people,  unless  he  be  yet  to  be  born,  for. 
no  person  except  a  natural  born  citizen,  or  a  clti* 
zen  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  the  adop- 
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/CiOQ  of  the  Constitution,  can  be  eligible  to  the 

'Office  of  President.    But,  it  has  been  «aid  that 

'Congress  have  already  passed  a  law,  wherein 

thev  hare  stipulated  with  those  people,  that  they 

shall  be  formed  into  a  State  when  they  shall 

iiave  gained  a  certain  number  of  inhabitants.    In 

answer  to  this,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that,  if  it  be 

"incorrect  to  promise  to  do  a  wron^  thing,  it  is 

more  incorrect  still  to  'do  it.    If  this  bill  be  un- 

<€onstitutional,  so  wais  that  law.' 

But,  in  opposition  to  all  this,  it  will,  undoubt- 
-edly,  be  said  that  several  new  States  have  been 
formed  by  Congress  since  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  and  that  they  are  well  authorized 
hy  that  instrument  This  is  admitted.  "  New 
States  may^ be  admitted  by  the  Congress.into  this 
Union."  But,  if  we  look  into  the  article  where 
this  authority  is  to  be  found,  we  shall  find  it  ap- 
plicable to  the  territories  then  included  within 
the  limits  uf  the  United  States,  or  to  a  division 
t>f  some  of  the  States  then  already  formed;  be- 
yond which,  it  is  believed,  this  authority  has 
never  been  exercised.  The  Old  Confederation 
did  expressly  authorize  the  admission  of  Canada 
into  the  Union,  but  the  present  Constitution  does 
not.  If  such  an  authority  had  been  proposed  to 
have  been  given  to  Congress  by  it,  perhaps  it 
had  never  been  adopted. 

If.  however,  it  should  be  believed  that  this  bill 
might  pass  into  a  law,  in  strict  conformity  with 
the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  ap« 
prehended  that  the  measure  would  be  extremely 
impolitic  and  inexpedient  at  the  present  moment. 
We  have  not  even  the  possession  of  a  part  of  the 
country  proposed  to  be  embraced  by  this  bill,  and 
both  title  and  possession  have  been  disputed.  It 
is  true  we  have  bought  the  whole  country,  and 
dearly  paid  for  it,  but  still,  if  we  have  not  a  just 
title,  we  ought  not  to  expect  to  hold  it ;  and  it  is 
now  admitted  to  be  a  subject  of  negotiation ;  and, 
even  if  our  titles  shall  be  found  to  be  good,  and 
we  gain  a  peaceable  possession,  still,  if  we  have 
a  right  to  buy  a  things  I  know  not  why  we  may 
not  sell  it.  But,  as  the  expediency  of  this  meas- 
ure has  been  considered  by  other  gentlemen,  I 
forbear  to  add  to  the  remarks  I  have  already  made. 

Mr.  Miller  said  it  would  be  observed  that 
there  were  ti^o  applications  to  this  House  for  ad« 
mission  into  the  Union  as  States;  one  from  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  and  the  other  from  the  Or- 
leans Territory.  The  latter  only,  said  he,  is  con- 
templated by  the  bill  before  you.  Neither  of  these 
Territories  nave  the  number  of  inhabitants  re- 
quired by  law  to  enable  them  to  demand  their  ad- 
mission into  the  Union  as  a  matter  of  right.  It 
maVj  therefore,  be  said  with  propriety  to  be  an 
application  for  a  favor,  goins  directly  to  an  ami- 
cable discussion,  and  which'  we  may  grant  or 
refuse  without  running  the  risk  of  breaking  any 
legal  or  moral  obligation. 

It  has  been  objected  against  the  bill  that  the 
population  of  the  State  proposed  will  not  be 
American.  Without  intimating  how  far  this 
consideration  may  hav«  influence  on  my  mind, 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  that  country 
has  been  lately  placed,  I  cannot^  however,  but  re- 


mark that  it  IS  natural  for  man  to  eacry  his  feel- 
ings and  prejudices  about  him.  I  was  boroia 
Virginia,  sir,  and  I  haie  not  yet  lost  aome  of  mj 
Virginia  feelinfirs,  not  withstanding  an  absence  of 
fifteen  years,  and  I  cannot  see  why  we  sboiiU 
expect  the  people  of  Orleans  to  act  and  feel  dif- 
ferently from  other  people,  more  particolarlr. 
^hen  the  French  nation  is  towering  so  far  abore 
the  other  nations  of  the  earth ;  they  will  bare 
a  secret  pride  in  their  glory,  they  will  have  some 
attachments,  to  what  extent  I  cannot  Fty;bat, 
inasmuch  as  we  know  that  if  we  send  Paddy  to 
Paris^  that  Paddy  he  will  come  back,  the  ideals 
certainly  not  unworthy  of  our  consideration. 

The  bill  on  your  taUe  has  another  objectioi, 
pf  some  weight  with  me,  in  relation  to  its  palicf. 
You  propose  to  do  them  a  favor  by  granting  them 
an  admission  to  the  raiilt  of  other  States  befoie 
they  can  legally  demand  it,  and.  at  the  sane 
time,  yoii  propose  terms  beyond  wbieh  thejr  cao- 
not  go.  This,  sir^  resembles  very  much  a  polite 
invitation  to  walk  in,  but  under  an  injoDctioD  (o 
see  that  your  feet  are  well  cleaned,  and  your  toes 
turned  out.  It  is  a  niggardly  sort  of  policy  tbit 
I  am  sorry  to  see  engrafted  in  the  bill.  If  yoa 
design  to  be  liberal,  be  so;  do  not  destroy  your 
liberality  by  an  ungenerous  sentiment 

Again,  sir.  there  are  objections  to  the  bill,  is 
presented,  that  renders  it  impossible  ibr  me  to 
give  it  my  sanction.  It  will  b^  seen,  sir,tbat  tbe 
bill  proposes  to  annex  that  portion  of  West  Fio^ 
ida  in  dispute  between  this  and  theSpaaish  Got- 
ernment  to  the  State  to  be  formed  out  of  tbc  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans.  The  Preaidept  has  declared 
to  the  world  that  this  portion  of  the  coQOtryjn 
our  hands,  shall  be  subject  to  ^nutual  aTnDg^ 
moots,  hereafter  to  be  entered  into  between  the 
two  Governments.  But,  once  annex  it  to  a  State 
and  the  power  to  negotiate  ceases.  What  power 
have  we  to  negotiate  about  the  territory  of  any 
of  the  States  ?    We  have  none. 

A^ain.  sir,  T  never  will  consent  that  the  bay  of 
Mobile  shall  be  annexed  to  any  State  which  ip* 
eludes  New  Orleans  and  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, unless,  indeed,  they  are  both  included  in 
the  same  State  with  the  whole  eoaatry  north,  vp 
to  the  Tennessee  line. 

If  you  annex  West  Florida  to  the  State  to  be 
composed  of  the  Orleans  Territory,  they  will 
then  possess  a  narrow  slip  of  the  country,  iooiu* 
ding  nearly  \he  whole  of  theseacoast  of  Orieaos. 
(including  the  bay  of  Mobile,)  with  a  most  exteo- 
sive  up-c'uuntry,  composed  of  a  great  part  of  iw 
Mississippi  Territory,  and,  I  may  say,  Tenoessee. 
wholly  dependent  on  them,  perhaps,  for  leare  to 
go  out  into  the  bay,  and,  certainly,  for  ibe  nn- 
provement  of  its  navigation.  And  this,  sir,  is 
rendered  more  probabk,  as  we  know  meD  act 
iDostly  for  their  own  interest.  And,  as  New  Or- 
leans,  from  its  present  population,  will  gof«^ 
the  councils  of  that  ^tate,  let  me  ask,  $ir.i< '^ 
will  not  be  their  interest,  as  much  as  possible,  to 
divert  the  trade  aud  capital  from  the  Mobile  to 
the  Mississippi?  And  what  isecurjiy  b>^^  ^ 
that  she  will  not  do  so?  None;  and,  from  the 
I  qalure  of  our  Governmeot  can  have  none* 
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Upon  the  phn  I  |)iropo9e,  froai,ih«  •iteot  of  the 
country  proposed  to  be  aoDezed,  the  people  who 
iobabit  it,  to  time,  will  have  the  preponderance, 
and  tbeir  interest  will  dictate  the  proper  course 
to  be  ponoed  in  relation  to  the*  free  passaffe  of 
the  Mebiie.- 

We  may,  also,  with  some  certainty,  pronounce 
that  ihf  populafion  of  tlie  Mississippi,  if  it  is  not 
now.  will,  ta  a  few  years,  he  the  ^reate«t  slave 
popalatioo,  in  proportion  to  the  whites,  of  any 
country  id  the  United  States.  Is  it,  theoj  of  no 
coD8«<)ueace  to  bare  those  settlements  so  con- 
aected  with  othars^  composed  of  whites,  as  that 
they  may,  at  all  times,  be  able,  within  the  limits 
of  their  mrisdietion,  to  suppress  insurrections  of 
(hat  sort?  Is  aol  this  a  consideration  that  ought 
to  be  taken  into  account?  I,  therefore,  more 
you,  sir,  to  strike  out  tb«  whole  of  the  bill,  from 
the  wofds  ^a  bill,"  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  a 
eeelion,  by  way  of  amemlment,  the  effect  of 
which  will  be  to  eonsolidate  both  the  Territories 
into  a  single  State,  which  will  include  the  whole 
of  the  country  belonging  to  the  United  States. 
east  of  the  Missiaaippi,  and  sooth  of  the  State  of 
Teonessee.  This  plan  will  avoid  the  objections 
made  to  the  want  of  numbers,  and  will  give,  also, 
an  American  population  to  the  State,  if  that 
should  be  desirable ;  and  will,  also,  avoid  the  dif- 
ficulty occasioned  from  the  situation  in  which 
West  Florida  is  at  this  time  placed.  To  this  plan 
I  can  see  borone  objection  that  ought  to  have  any 
sort  of  ioflocnee,  and  that,  sir,  exists  more  in  idea 
than  reality.  It  is  lo  the  aize  of  the  proposed 
State.  Divide  and  anbdiride  this  country  as  yoU 
will,  their  iateiesta,  in  a-  political  point  of  view, 
will  be  the  same*  Their  representation  in  this 
House  will  neither  be  increased  nor  diminished 
by  a  GOQsolfdaiioii.  In  the  Senate,  the  plan  pro- 
posed is  sfreatly  fo  the  ad  van  tage  of  the  old  States, 
lo  that  Hoose,  they  will  have  but  two  Senators 
ijiitead  of  four  or  six,  according  to  the  number  of 
States  that  may  be  made. 

There  is,  also,  no  legal  objection  to  this  plan. 
The  Treaty  of  1803  with  the  French  Repoblic,- 
ooly  provides  for  their  admission  into  the  Union, 
without  renrd  to  their  territorial  limits,  and 
there  is  oo  law  repugnant  to  the  plan. 

Mr.  Rbia  of  Tennessee  aaid,  he  was  opposed 
to  a&d  would  vote  against  the  proposed  amend- 
Bietit ;  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  design  of  this 
amendment,  like  others  which  had  been  offered, 
was  to  delay  and  prevent  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
At  (bat  time,  it  was  more  than  probable  the  state 
of  thiols  required  more  action  and  less  delay ; 
^en  caution  itself  might  exceed  the  liipits  of  pru- 
dence and  sound  understai»ding.  It  is  denied  that 
CoQ((ress  have  power  to  alter  the  boundaries  of 
the  Orleans  Territory  in  the  manner  contempla- 
p^  !^T  fbe  proposed  ainendment.  The  Treaty  of 
Psri^  is  peremptory  on  this  subject;  and' al- 
though Congress  may  have  power  to  altfer  the' 
boundaries  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  as  it  re- 
specto  itself,  which  at  this  time  is  doubtful,  there 
'l  ^^i9^^^  ^^  ^1*0'  them  so  as  to  annex  part  of 
that  Territory  to  another  territory.  The  third 
uticie  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris  has  provided,  that 


the  people  of  Louisiatta,  that  is,  the  people  of 
Orleans  Territory,  as  now  formed,  shall  be  incor* 
porated  into  the  Union  of  the  United  States  and 
admitted,  as  soon  as  possible,  aceording  to  the 
principles  of  tbe  Federal  Constitution,  tp  the  en- 
joyment of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immu* 
nitiea  of  citizens,  not  by  divisions  and  subdivisions 
which  might  procrastinate  their  admission  for , 
fifty  years  to  come,  not  by  dividing  them  and  an* 
nexing  them  in  part  to  another  territory  or  terri- 
tories, but  by  themselves,  undivided,as  an  iotegral 
whole.  The  treaty  alluded  to  is  the  act  of  this 
nation ;  it  is  a,  solemn  compact,  made  between 
the  United  States  and  the  French  Republic;  it 
is  by  the  Constitution  a  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
irrevocable  and  peremptorily  commanding  execu- 
tion in  every  part  to  the  full  extent.  That  treaty 
was  made  on  the  30ih  of  April,  1803,  in  the  same 
year  the  people  of  Orleans  Territorv  and  the  en« 
tire  Province  of  Louisiaoa  wer^  solemnly  deliv- 
ered, over  to  the  United  States,  and  from  that 
time  to  this,  about  seven  years,  they  have  been 
the  people  of  the  United  States ;  and  it  is  strange, 
wonderful  strange,  indeed,  that  attempts  shall  now 
be  made  to  prevent  those  people  from  the  enjoy- 
ment  of  all  those  rights,  advantages,  and  immun- 
ities, which  the  French  Republic  secured  to  them 
and  the  United  States  have  confirmed  by  ratifi- 
cation of  that  treaty.  The  people  of  Orleans  are 
anxiously  desirous  to  become  a  State,  and,  by  the 
be^t  informatioo  had,  their  population  appears 
sufficient. 

It  may  be  improper,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  admit  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  as  a  Slate  into 
the  Union,  without  conditions.  In  that  Territory 
Is  a  great  quantity  of  lands  the  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted »ates;  these  lands  the  Uaited  States  are 
bound  to  pay  for  to  the  persons  to  whom  the 
French  Republic  has  transierred  the  evidence  of 
the  debt ;  and  although  the  people  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Orleans  do  not  set  up  any  pretension  of 
claim  to  the  said  lands,  it  nevertheless  is  prudent, 
to  the  end  that  difficulties  may  be  prevented,  to 
have  a  condition  in  the  terms  of  their  admission, 
that  they  shall  never  interfere  with  the  right  of 
soil,  or  any  measure  Congress  mav  deem  proper 
to  adopt,  to  secure  the  title  in  bona  fide  pur- 
chasers. Because  it  is  probable  they  will  have  a 
large  black  population,  and  therefore,  to  prevent 
insurrection,  it  is  necessary  to  annex  them  to  the 
upper  country,  to  the  end,  that  the  upper  country 
may  defend  them  in  times  of  such  contemplated 
insurrection,  is  not  of  force  to  cause  Congress  to 
violate  a  solemn  treaty ;  besides  if  such  insurrec- 
tion ever  will  be,  the  upper  country  can  as  well 
defend  them  therefrom,  unconnected  as  connected* 
To  suppress  all  such  iosurrections  is  the  business 
of  the  Union,  and  Congress  have  ample  power 
to  call  out  sufficient  force  from  any  point  of  the 
United  States  to  aujipress  all  such  insurrections, 
if  a  sufficient  quantity  of  folly  at  any  timenaay 
exist  to  incite  and  promote  insurrection  against 
the  laws  pf  the  Union.  It  is  not  to  be  presumed, 
much  less  to  be  drawn  into  argument,  that  the 
people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleaus,  when  a  State, 
will  ever  anempt  to  prevent  the  people  of  Ten- 
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nessee  froai  paasiag  their  produce  to  the  oeeaa 
by  the  way  of  Mobile,  and  io  so  doins:  to  force 
them  to  pass  it  down  the  Mississippi  to  New  Or- 
leaos.  The  passage  of  the  produce  of  Teooessee 
to  the  ocean  by  way  of  Mobile^  will  be  as  Jbenefi- 
oial  to  the  contemplated  State  of  Orleans,  as  if  it 
passed  by  the  way  of  the  Mississippi ;  but  if  the 
State  of  Orleans  should  ever  attempt  an  act  of 
such  superlative  demenlation,  how  would  it  be 
executed  ?  Would  it  be  by  force  or  by  Imposi- 
tion of  duties?  To  attempt  it  by  force  would  be 
more  than  madness;  to  attempt  it  by  imposition 
of  duties  is  out  of  all  reason.  The  8th,  9th, 
and  10th  sections  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
atitution  of  the  United  States  have  amply  pro- 
vided acainst  an  assumption  of  power  of  that  na- 
ture. What  therefore  has  been  urged  in  support 
of  the  proposed  amendment  appears  to  be  with- 
out foundation.  But,  sir,  the  amendment  pro^ 
poses  to  form  into  one  State  all  the  extensive 
country  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  and  east 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  a  country  greater  in  ex- 
tent than  Virginia.  The  bad  policy  of  such  a 
measure  is  so  apparent,  that  it  is  improper  to  Waste 
time  talking  about  it. 

Suffer  me,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  tiake  some  no- 
tice of  what  has  been  said  by  an  honorable  mem- 
ber of  this  House  relative  to  the  principles  of  the 
bill.  We  have  been  told  by  that  gentleman  that 
though  States  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
no  territory  which  did  not  belong  to  the  original 
States  can  be  admitted  to  be  a  State.  I,  said 
Mr.  R.,  do  solemnly  protest  against  this  doctrine, 
and  do  deny  its  constitutionality.  It  is  with 
States  as  with  individuals ;  if  an  individual,  the 
bead  of  a  family,  purchases  a  farm  adjoining 
that  on  which  he  lives  and  resides,  and  probably 
acquires  all  the  right  and  title  thereto,  will  aay 
one  deny  it  to  be  his  ?  Will  any  one  say  that  he 
has  not  power  to  incorporate  it  with  his  former 
farm,  so  that  both  shall  be  one,  or  in  other  words, 
that  nurchased  with,  the  other  shall  be  but  one  ? 
It  is  believed  no  one  will  say  sa  The  purchaser, 
sir,  can  do  more;  he  can  place  his  son  or  sons 
thereon,  and  although  so  placed,  and  out  of  their 
father's  house,  they  will  still  remain  belonging  to 
the  family.  The  United  Slates,  a  sovereign, 
have  power  to  purchase  adjacent  territory.  If 
all  the  territory  of  Louisiana  had  been  vacant 
and  unsettled,  and  cttizena  of  the  United  States 
had  from  time  to  time  purchased  lands  therein, 
and  settled  themselves  and  families  thereon,  and 
in  time  became  sufficiently  numerous  to  form  a 
State,  on  the  ratio  of  representation,  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  has  fully  proTided  in 
thatcasefor  their  admission  into  the  Union.  If 
they  cannot  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  will  the 
gentleman  tell  us  what  he  would  do  with  them  ? 
now  he  would  dispose  of  them  ?  how  he  would 
^vern  or  manage  them  ?  He  appears  unwilling 
m  that  case  to  manage  and  govern  them  united 
in  the  social  bands  of  friendly  union ;  it  remains 
then  only  for  him  to  govern  them  under  a  despotic 
rod  of  iron  in  the  hand  of  unrelenting  tyraqny 
from  age  to  age.  What  difference  is  there  be- 
tween the  case  of  thQ  people  of  the  Territory  of 


Orleans  as-  they  now  are,  and  the  case  aUaded  to? 
Only  this:  in  place  of  a  waste,  wild,  aod  aoeol- 
tivated  territory^  the  United  States  obtaiodia 
an  honest  and  righteous  maimer,  without  biood 
and  carnage,  a  fruitful,  luxuriant  territory, cor- 
ered  by  a  great  number  of  people,  who,  since  tke 
time  of  their  being  ceded  to  the  United  States, 
have  manifested,  as  much  as  in  their  power,  their 
attachment  and  allegiance  to  the  United  States; 
and  shall  they  be  the  worae  for  tbat  ?  Tlief 
have  heretofore  told  yon,  sir,  and  thef  now  tell 
you  again  by  their  memorial  that  they  pledge 
themselves,  and  do  solemnly  swear  ailegiaoeeiDd 
fidelity  to  the  nation,  and  do  consider  tbemwlFa 
a  part  thereof;  and  shall  not  their  solemn  dee)l^ 
atton  be  believed?  or  shall  a  jaundiced  jeiioosy 
forever  prevent  them  from  th«  enjoy  men  i  of  the 
rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  so  lolemiily 
guarantied  to  them  7  But  if  the  objection  of  the 
gentleman  could  at  any  time  heretofore  have  fa<d 
weight,  it  now  comes  too  late.  The  United 
States  have  acted  on  the  treaty;  they  hare «&• 
acted  two  laws  prowiding  Territorial  goveroiBeflb 
for  the  people  of  Orleans,  and  they  are  soleoilf 
bound  and  pledged  lo  progress  with  tbem  ootil 
they  do  admit  them  into  the  Union  on  the  foot- 
ing of  the  original  States.  I  am  almost  cernio, 
said  Mr.  R.,  that  the  gentleman  who  made  tke 
objection,  clothing  himself  with  the  maatle  of 
peace  and  brotherly  love,  will,  on  more  matare 
reflection,  cease  to  press  his  objeetioa,  nd  will 
hold  out  to  the  people  the  right  haind  of  feliov- 
ship,  and  say  to  them :  come,  my  bfftkren.  we 
are  all  of  one  family,  let  me  embrace  yon. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  same  gentlemao,  \i  yon 
make  these  people  a  State  where  will  they  find 
Senators  ?  That,  said  Mr.  R.,  ia  not  ao  inquiry 
for  tiie  consideration  of  this  House.  Let  tiiem 
be  a  State,  and  find  Senators  how  and  where 
they  can.  The  qualification  of  Seoaton  is  sot 
to  be  aaeertained  by  this  House.  When  tiwy 
are  a  State  and  send  Senators  to  Congress,  tbe 
Senate  of  the  United  States  will  judge  of  tbe 
tiualifications.  Here  let  this  point  rest,  and  o^ 
jectiotts  relative  to  the  senatorial  order  cea^; 

The  same  gentleman,  if  I  understood  bim  ri^t, 
said  if  we  do  go  t>n  this  way  we  may  take  the 
West  India  islands,  and  even  Qreat  Britain  her- 
self, and  make  them  States;  and  suppose,  sua 
Mr.  R.,  thai  that  hereafter  shall  be  the  case,  its 
as  reasonable  to  suppose  that  that  hereafter  raxf 
be  so,  as  it  was  one  thousand  years  ago  to  tnf 
pose  that  Qreat  Britain  would  now  hold  sor^ 
eigoty  over  the  Mogul  Empire.  But,  said  Mr* 
R.,  if  it  would  please  the  Almighty  Maker « 
worlds  to  move  the  foundations  m*  (^;^^/  v.' 
dia  islands,  and  place  thenx  eloae  alongside  of  the 
United  States,  1  would  have  no  objection  to  (he 
admission  of  them,  aa  States  into  the  ^^}^^'^ 
the  people  thereof  were  willing.  Aod  if  the 
same  Almighty  Maker  of  worlds  would  ^^^ 
by  a  tremendous  convulsion,  to  tear  op  ^^^^ 
adamantine  foundations  of  the  fast-^nchoredis^e 
of  Britain,  and  to  ph^e  it  in  conuct  with  tbi 
United  States,  I  would,  with  all  wiliiagoes^gi^* 
my  conaent  to  admit  it  a  SMUe  into  the  vnifi'h 
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provrded  the  people  thereof  consented  thereto, 
tod  I  woaid  embrace  them,  and  call  them  my 
fellow-citizens  and  brothers  of  the  same  family; 
bat  a  boundless  ocean,  and  the  destinies  of  na- 
tions, forbid  the  hope  of  such  events.  It  has 
been  said  that  Orleans  ii  ▼ulnerable,  and  there- 
fore yon  ought,  sir,  to  keep  the  ffovernment  in 
your  own  hands.  1  draw  a  conclusioo  directly 
contrary.  If  Orleans  be  vulnerable,  give  the  peo- 
ple thereof  everything  to  defend;  they  have  now 
thcmselre!,  tbelr  wives  and  children,  and  their 
property  only  to  defend;  give  them  jtU  the  fifth  ts 
of  freemen  and  citizens,  to  the  full  extent  of  the 
term,  to  defend :  let  them  have  self-government ; 
let  them  have  alt  the  rights  of  citizens ;  let  them 
have  a  coostitntion  and  State  government,  and  a 
sorereigoty  to  defend,  and  then,  and  not  until 
then,  yon  will  make  them  warriors  indeed ;  they 
will  then  fight  for  themselves  and  for  the  United 
States,  if  invaded,  because  they  will  then  have 
everything  worth  contending  for,  and  because 
yoQ  have  liberally  endowed  them  with  all  these 
things,  their  grateful  hearts  with  irresistible  vigor 
will  strengthen  their  arms  to  wield'  the  sword 
against  the  enemies  of  the  United  States. 

The  object  of  the  bill  is  not  to  transfer  &  part 
of  a  Suite  to  a  foreign  territory,  nor  is  it  to  favor 
a  Freaeh  {lopalatton  at  the  expense  of  the  rights 
of  the  United  States,  noi  is  it  the  object  of  the 
bill  to  transfer  to  foreigners  what  iias  been  ob- 
taiaed  by  the  blood  of  the  old  States.    The  Ter- 
ritory or  Orleans  is  ncrt  a  foreign  territory ;  it  is 
a  territory  of  the  United  States  made  and  de- 
clared to  be  so  by  two  solemn  laws  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  bottomed  on  the  irrev- 
ocable treaty  of  Paris.    The  population  of  the 
Orleans  Territory  is  not  a  French  population ; 
whatever  that  population  was,  before  tne  treaty 
alluded  to,  it  is  now  and  for  about  seven  years 
past  has  been  a  population  composed  of  citizens, 
to  a  certain  extent,  of  the  United  States.    Nor  is 
it  the  object  of  the  bill  to  transfer  to  foreigners 
what  has  been  obtained  by  the  blood  of  the  old 
Sutes.    The  bill  contemplates  to  make  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans  a  State ;  the  population  of  ttiat 
Territory  is  composed  of  citizens,  to  a  certain 
eztent,  of  tbe  United  States ;  whatever  the  bill 
therefore  contemplates  to  give,  it  proposes  to  give 
to  citizens  of  the  United  States.    The  United 
States  of  America,  with  a  vast  profusion  of  pre- 
ctOQs  blood,  and  with  a  great  expense,  purchased 
the  rights  of  freemen,  self-govertament  and  inde- 
pendence to  themselves,  and  therewith  also  the 
right  and  ability  to  communicate  those  sacred 
rights  to  people  of  all  nations,  tongues,  and  kin- 
dreds, who.  at  aby  time,  embodying  themselves 
within  tbe  United  States,  according  to  the  laws 
thereof,  or  being  inhabitants  of  territories  con- 
tigaoQs  thereto,  the  United  States  might  deem 
proper,  at  any  time,  the  consent  of  all  parties 
interested  therein  being  peaceably  obtained,  to 
adopt  as  their  own,  to  embrace  them  as  their 
children,  and  to  bring  them  with  parental  afifec- 
ticn  into  the  bosom  of  the  American  family. 

If  it  could  be  made  appear  that  the  united 
States  wonld  become  poorer  or  weaker  by  giting 


to  the  people  of  Orleans  what  they  request,  there 
would  be  some  reason  to  argue  againiit  the  bill ; 
let  them  be  a  State,  and  the  United  States  will 
be  more  powerful,  because  the  more  numerous 
an  agreeing  faitiily  is,  the  more  powerful  it  is ; 
let  them  be  a  State,  and  tbey  will  be  more  in-  ' 
dttced  as  citieens  to  acquire  wealth  by  iinlnstryy 
and  every  increase  of  their  wealth  will  be  an 
increase  to  that  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Qnoi^soN  said  that  the  observations  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Maoon) 
nad  rendered  it  unnecessary  for  him  to  make 
manv  of  the  remarks  to  the  committee  which  he 
bad  intended.  In  no  point  of  view,  said  Mr.  G., 
in  which  this  subject  has  been  considered,  can  I 
perceive  any.  reason  for  adopting  the  amend- 
meiit  offered  by  the  geatleman  from  Tennessee, 
(Mr.  MtLLfiR.)  If  that  gentleman  will  only  ad- 
vert to  the  treaty  of  cession  between  France  and 
the  United  States,  and  to  the  act  of  Congress 
passed  pursuant  to  that  treaty,  he  will  readily 
discover  that  the  amendment  he  proposes  cannot 
be  sanctioned  without  a  manifest  violation  of* 
public  faith.  By  the  third  article  of  the  treaty, 
It  Is  stipulated  that  *^  tbe  inhabitants  of  the  ceded 
'  territorv  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  union  of 

*  the  United  Slates,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  pos- 
'  sible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal 
^  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rigbts, 

*  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the 
'  United  States.''  On  the  second  of  March,  1805^ 
Congress  proceeded  by  an  act  of  legislation  to 
foisfthis  engagement  with  France ;  and  accord^ 
ingly,  by  the  7th  section  of  that  act,  provided 
"that  wnenever  it  shall  be  ascertained  by  an  ac- 
'  tnal  census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabiianta 

*  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  taken  by  proper 
'  authority,  that  the  number  of  free  inhabitants 

<  included  therein  shall  amount  to  sixty  thousand, 
'  they  shall  thereupon  be  authorized  to  fbrm  for 

*  themselves  a  constitution  and  Slate  govern- 
'  ment,  and  be  admitted  into  the  Union  upoii  the 

*  footing  of  the  original  States,  in  all  respects 

<  whatever,  conformably  to  the  provisions  of  the 
^  3d  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  on 

*  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
'  ^red  and  three,  between  the  United  States  and 
^  the  French  Republic.^  Now  if  to  the  Orleans 
Territory  you  irad  the  Mississippi  Territory^  and 
of  the  two  erect  (me  State,  you  evidently  will  not 
comply  either  with  your  stipulations  with  the 
Frencn  Republic,  or  with  your  covenant  to  the 
Orleans  Territory.  For,  by  these  you  have  agreed 
that  Orleans  shall  become  a  State  and  not  part 
of  a  State  only ;  and  there  is  a  wide  and  sub- 
stantial distinction  between  ijacorporating  that 
Territory,  together  with  other  Territories  into  a 
single  State,  as  but  a  fractional  part  thereof,  and 
authorizing  the  people  of  that  Territory  *^  to 
form  fqr  themselves  a  constitution  and  State 
government,  and  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
upon  tbe  footing  of  the  original  States.*^  In  the 
former  case  they  may  possibly  have  no  influence 
whatever  in  appointments  to  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  and  all  their  interior  regulations 
may  also,  by  possibility,  be  dictated  to  them  by 
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an  a^endaot.  popolatioB  io  the  remaioder  of  the 
State.  Iq  the  latter  case  they  will,  of  eourae, 
have  the  eottre  direction  in  regard  to  their  sys- 
tem of  police  and  their  State  institutioDa,  and 
will  moreover  have  a  right,  Dot  participated  io 
*by  aoy  other  persons,  of  seoding  two  Senators  to 
QoDgress.  In  fact  they  will  be  a  distinct  State 
sovereignty.  Surely,  then,  there  is  a  great  and 
obvions  difference  between  what  we  have  so 
often  promised  these  people,  and  what  is  now 
proposed  for  them. 

:  But  it  is  contended  by  tbe  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wbgaton)  that  Congress 
have  not  the  Coostituiionai  power  to  form  a 
State  of  the  Territory  in  question,  inasmneh  at 
it  was  acquired  by  the  United  States  since  fh# 
adoption  of  the  Constitution.    When  to  adjust 
this  difficulty  we  refer  to  that  instRument,  we 
find  but  one  section  on  th^' subject,,  which  is  in 
the  following  words :  ''  New  States  may  be  ad- 
^  mitted  by  the  Cpngress  into  this  Union,  but  no 
'  new  Stale  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within  the 
'jurisdiction  of  any  other  State  {  nor  any  State 
*  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more  States, 
'  or  |Mirts  of  States,  without  the  consent  of  the 
'  Legislatures  of  the  States  concerned  as  well  as 
^  of  Congress.^'    In  this  delegation  of  power  I 
can  |>erceive  nothing  to*  warrant  the  inference 
that  it  is  confine<l  to  such  territory  only  as  the 
United  States  then  possessed,  or  that  it  ezciades 
tbe  incorporation  into  the  Union  of  subsequent 
acquisitions.    Indeed  this  is  altogether  a  novel 
doctrine,  and  all  the  interpretations  of  the  Con- 
stitution have  been  contrary  to  it.    Upon  exam- 
ination, I  presume  it  would  prove  too  much  even 
for  its  advocate*  For,  if  tbe  construction  insisted 
on  would  exclude  Orleans  from  the  Union,  it 
would  likewise  exclude  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
since  the  latter  as  well  as  the  former  was  ac- 
quired by  the  United  States  posterior  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution ;  and  the  gentleman 
has  not  applied  his  doctrine  to  the  Mississippi 
Territory ;  nor  will  it,  I  imagine,  be  attempted 
to  be  shown  that  the  Mississippi  is  to  be  shut  out 
of  the  Union,  eootrerv  to  our  engagements  to 
Georgia,  when  she  ceded  to  the  United  States 
that  Territory.    The  gentleman   himself  will, 
pterhaps,  abandon  this  ground  upon  a  better  con- 
sideration of  it. 

It  has  been  with  extreme  regret,  sir,  that  I  have 
heard  so  often,  and  upon  so  many  former  occa- 
sions, as  well  as  in  the  present  debate,  tbe  charges 
of  French  influence  and  disaffection  to  this  Gov- 
ernment)  made  either  in  express  terms,  or  else 
intelligibly  insinuated,  against  the  people  of  New 
Orleans.  Suffer  me  to  ask,  sir,  where  are  the 
evidences  to  support  these  imputations?  Cer- 
tainly not  before  this  House.  Gentlemen  may 
have  received  from  extraneous  sources  such  im- 
pressions on  their  own  minds.  Bi^t  if  we  exam- 
ine the  history  of  these  people  since  their  con- 
nexion with  us.  abundant  testimony  will  be 
found,  not  only  to  exonerate  them  from,  the 


charge  of  disaffection,  but  to  demonstrate  their  gations.  The  right  to  become  Stales  was  one 
fidelity  to  the  American.  Government.  When  which  Congress  could  not  take  from  tbe  old  Tef- 
on  the  acquisition  of  that  country  tbe  most  radi-   ritories.    The  right  of  oreating  States  oat  offc 


cal  innovatiqns  qpon  its  laws,  cttstons,  osign, 
and  civf^  proceeding  were  introduced,  these  peo- 
ple peaceably  submitted  without  anysympiom 
of  iosur||ency.  When  they  saw  many  of  tbeit 
dearest  nghts  endangered  or  prostrated  bf  new 
and  unprecedented  modes  of  judicial  proceediog, 
and  by  the  chicanery  of  desperate  adventurers, 
they  made  no  unlawful  appeals  for  redress. 
When  their  port  of  entry  was  most  QDwamot- 
ably  wrested  from  them  and  delivered  into  (be 
possession  of  an  individual,  they  awaited  tbe 
ordinary  process  of  law  to  be  reinstarted  in  that 
use  of  it  whicb  nature  bad  decreed  for  tbeiD,and 
of  which  they  conld  by  no  earthly  power  be 
rightfully  deprived.  Aftd  when,  in  fine,  yoar 
very  borders  were  invaded  they,  as  faithful  citi- 
zen*, were  ready  to  defend  them. 

It  is  to  acts  like  these  that  I  would  ^efer  to  de* 
cide  the  question  whether  the  people  of  Oxleaoi 
are  disaffected  to  this  nation. 

Mr.  Bins  conceived  that  the  House  could  not 
adopt  such  an  amendment  as  that  proposed,  with- 
out the  consent  of  Georgia;  for  without  her  cos* 
sent,  they  could  not  make  an  addition  to  or  diri- 
sion  of  the  Mississippi  Territory.  Itwastrae, 
he  said,  that  he  had  on  a  former  day  proposed  to 
make  an  addition  of  terrjtory  to  the  Mis8issip(i 
Territory,  bat  it  was  only  during  such  time  as  it 
should  temain  a  Territory.  To  this  there  could 
be  no  objection,  aa  there  was  no  prohibition  to  it 
in  the  compact.  It  had  been  his  inteattoo,  if  the 
House  had  thought  proper  to  sanction  hiinotioo, 
to  have  made  a  proposition  to  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia to  admit  that  territory  to  be  iocorpDrated 
with  the  Mississippi.  The  amendment  now  of* 
fered  evidently  proposed  a  violation  of  the  com- 
pact  with  Georgia. 

Mr.  Macon  said  this  bill  bad  takes  rather  a 
curious  course.  The  pribciple  and  detail  bad 
both  been  attacked;  and  yet  no  proposal  badbeea 
made  to  try  whether  the  House  would  legislate 
on  the  subject.  He  had  proposed  an  anieDdaiei|t 
to  do  away  some  of  the  objections  to  the  detail; 
but  instead  of  being  allowed  to  amend  the  bill 
the  House  were  met  fay  a  Constttntibnal  objec- 
tion, from  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Wheaton)  to  the  flower  of  Congress  to 
make  a  State.  If  this  objection  was  good,  Mr. 
M.  said,  he  admitted  the  bill  ought  not  to  pass; 
for,  Mr.  M.  said,  on  this  point  he  could  not  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  that  becaose 
a  treaty  bad  been  made  in  relation  to  it,  it  wis 
too  late  to  object  to  the  coostitutionalitf.  Mr. 
M.  said  no;  it  was  never  too  late  to  return  to  tbe 
Constitution.  If  the  article  of  tbe  Consfitutioo, 
however,  did  not  mean  that  Congress  might  uie 
States  out  of  new  territones,  what  did  it  meaD> 
There  was  no  occasion  for  it  in  relation  to  the 
old  territories }  for  tbe  ordinance  of  the  Old  Coo- 
gress  had  secured  to  them  the  right;  and  these 
ordinances  were  aa  binding  as  tbe  treaties  whicn 
Congress  had  entered  into.  The  change  of  tbe 
form  of  Government  did  not  affect  natioaal  oW- 
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quired  territories,  was  one  which  he  bad  always 
contended  for;  and  it  had  been  stated  by  at  least 
one  of  those  who  formed  the  Constitation,  that 
this  article  had  refereoce  to  Caoada.  **  New  States 
may  beadmitted  by  the  Congress  into  the  Unioti." 
At  ibe  lime  this  proyision  was  made,  Florida 
and  Louisiana  were  not  thought  of.  Canada 
was  the  territory  kept  in  view.  Much,  sir,  said 
Mr.  M.,  as  the  United  States  wanted  the  sonthern 
country,  and  great  as  is  the  convenience  of  pos- 
sessing it,  I  never  would  have  consented  to  have 
taken  it  to  have  kept  them  in  Territorial  govern- 
ment foi^ver.  I  do  not  want  provinces.  I  am 
extremely  sorry,  sir,  that  whenever  this  subject 
is  agitated,  we  are  met  by  the  objection  that 
these  people  are  of  French  descent.  I  have  be« 
fore  expressed  my  opinion  on  this  subject,  and  it 
is  needless  to  repeat  itj  but  jf  gentlemen  wish 
them  to  become  our  brethren  in  reality,  make 
them  our  equals;  act  just  towards  them.  Do 
nnto  them  as  yon  would  they  should  do  unto 
yoQ,  and  make  them  your  friends.  I  know  an 
opinion  is  entertained  that  only  those  who  are 
of  the  favored  race  can  be  free.  I  know,  sir, 
that  the  EDglish  nation  has  been  freer  than  any 
other;  but  the  time  has  been  that  Holland  Swe- 
den,and  others,  have  been  free — power,  however, 
OTercameri^ht,  and  the  people  lost  their  liberties. 

I  cannot  consider  it  any  question  for  our  con- 
sideration, who.  shall  he  their  Senators  and  who 
their  Representatives.  They  have  had  some 
time  a  delegate,  and  will  find  delegates  in  the 
Senate  as  well  as  the  House  of  Representatives. 
It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  need  not  to  have  referred  to  the  dis- 
pute between  the  Potomac  and  the  Delaware, 
because  (be  Constitution  has  put  an  end  to  these 
sources  of  strife.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  the  Orleans 
Territory  is  a  slave  country,  and  I  wou4d  be  glad 
if  they  conid  get  clear  of  them;  but  that  does  not 
at  all  affect  this  question. 

The  present  situation  of  Mobile  and  Orleans  is 
the  reason  why  I  want  some  alteration  in  the  bill. 
I  wonid  rather  not  have  them  under  the  same 
Gforernment.  1  hare  endeavored  to  ascertain 
the  present  population  of  the  Orleans  Territory, 
80  called.  There  is  a  difiVrence  of  opinion 
among  those  well  informed  on  the  subject,  from 
^  to  55,000.  He  wished  gentlemen  would  per- 
mit them  to  try  the  question  on  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  and  ascertain  whether  the  House  would 
do  anything  with  it  or  not. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTEB  obscrvcd  that  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  for  incorpora- 
ting the  present. Mississippi  Territory  with  West 
Florida  and  the  Island  of  Orleans,  to  the  sea, 
vith  a  view  to  form  of  the  whole  one  State,  did 
not  meet  his  approbation.  From  the  Tennessee 
line,  which  would  be  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  State,  to  the  confluence  of  the  Mississippi 
with  the  bay  of  Mexico,  is  a  distance  of  from 
^igbt  hundred  to  a  thousand  miles,  in  the  nearest 
direction,  and  following  the  meanders  of  the 
rim  not  less  in  my  opinion  than  twelve  hundred 
miles.  Taking  the  distance  generally  from  the 
Mississippi  to  the  Qeorgia  line,  I  should  judge  it 


to  be  about  five  hundred  miles,  and  from  the 
northernmost  point  of  the  State  of  Qeorgia  to 
the  junction  of  the  Chatahoochee  with  the  sea, 
cannot  be  far  short  of  a  thousand  miles.  This 
Vasttraci'Of  country;  in  my  humble  conception, 
is  too  extensive  for  the  purpose  of  local  State 
government.  Indeed,  sir,  it  could  hardly  be  ex- 
pected, over  such  an  immense  territory,  inter- 
spersed With  numerous  tribes  of  Indians,  that 
even  the  Executive  functionaries  of  Government 
could  be  able  to  perform  their  duty  in  the  exe- 
cution of  their  laws. 

That  geographical  limits,  other  than  those 
Which  now  divide  the  Orleans  and  Mississippi 
Territories,  might  be  designated,  to  comport  more 
with  the  luture  convenience  and  prosperity  of 
the  eottotry,  cannot  be  denied, .  I  would  suggest 
for  the  reflection  of  gentlemen  who  have  to  act 
on  this  ^nlnect,  the  expediency  of  making  the 

freat  river  Mississippi  the  high  road  between  the 
Eastern  and  Western  States,  to  be  formed  on  its 
waters;  that  no* one  State  should  possess  both 
banks  of  that  river.    In  that  ^vent  to  commence 
on  the  eastern  shore  at  the  mOuth  of  the  Yazoo^ 
.in  htitude  32  30 ;  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the 
head-waters  of  the  Chatahoochee,  thence  to  tb« 
sea,  and  along  the  coast,  in  a  southwestern  direc- 
ttoo.  to  Lake  Barrataria,  thence  up  the  Chafalaga 
to  its  junction  with  the  Mississippi,  and  thence 
up  that  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  laxoo.    This 
tract  of  country  would  inelude  about  three  de- 
grees of  latitude ;  it  would  combine  all  the  settle- 
ments on  the  Eastern  side  of  the  Mississippi,  ex- 
cept the  county  of  Madison,  which  could  be  dis- 
posed pf  as  the  wisdom  of  Congress  might  hereaf- 
ter direct.  There  are  various  political  considera- 
tions which  operate  in  favor  of  the  formation  of 
such  a  State.    The  people  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans  are  petitioning  to  become  an  independent 
State,  and  I  for  one  hdpe  the  prayer  of  their  pe- 
tition will  in  substance  be  granted.    It  is  said 
that  the  French  population  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  are  unfriendly  to  the  American  Govern- 
ment.  That  they  have  strong  prejudices  in  favor 
of  France.  -  Although,  sir,  I  do  not  attach  so 
much  importance  to  that  cfrcumstance  as  some 
gentlemen  do,  lam  willinff  to  admit  that  French 
emSgrantfl  in  Louisiana  feel  an  attachment  to  their 
native  country.    I  do  not  blush  to  say  that  were 
I  in  France,  or  in  any  other  foreign  country,  I 
could  never  forget  that  I  was  born  an  American 
citi2en.  I  could  never  relinquish  my  attachmenta 
to  the  land  of  freedom,  in  which  I  inhaled  my 
first  breath.    Judging,  therefore,  of  the  feelings 
of  others,  by  my  own,  I  cannot  doubt  that  many 
influential  French  inhabitants  of  New  Orleans 
entertain  a  predilection  for  the  country  which 
gav9  them  birth.     But,  sir,  within  the  limits 
which  I  have '  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Committee,  there  is  an  American  population 
at  least  sufficient <o  neutralize  every  exotic  pre- 
judice Which  may  exist  in  New  Orleans.    A  peo- 
ple whose  origin,  whose  feelings  and  principles 
are  American,  and  who  are  prepared  to  rally 
arqond  the  standard  of  the  Constitution,  in  every 
scene  of  difficulty  and  of  danger. 
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There  is  another  consideration  wbieli  bfts 
weig^ht  on  my  mind,  in  favor  of  soofa  i|  dirision 
of  tbe^e  Territories.  The  State  to  be  formed 
woold  eoramand  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi 
and  Mobile  rivers — the  great  outlets  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  Western  portionof  the  United  States. 
It  would  be  sufficiently  extensive  to  contain  a 
population  of  one  million  of  inhabitants. 

The  variety  of  climate  and  soil  which  it  eon- 
tains  affords  a  sure  basis  on  which  lo  predict  the 
rapid  increase  of  its  physical  strength.  We  might, 
therefore,  at  some  future  day,  not  far  distant,  relv 
with  conidenceon  the  internal  resources  of  such 
a  State,  for  the  defence  of  these  important  posi- 
tions against  the  sodden  incursiom  of  a  foreign 
force.  The  deep  interest  which  the  people  re- 
siding on  these  waters  must  feel,  in  preserving  a 
communication  with  the  Atlantic  States,  would 
stimulate  them  to  repel  at  crvery  hazard  an  at- 
tempt to  disturb  that  intercourse.  A  powerful 
State  on  the  southern  seacoast  of  the  United 
Slates  is  an  object  of  great  magnitude  in  perpet- 
uating the  Union,  which,  for  the  happiness  of 
the  great  American  family,  ought  never  to  be  dis- 
solved. I  have,  sir,  thrown  out  these  hasty  hints 
that  gentlemen  may  improve  them  if  they  should 
be  deemed  of  sufficient  value  to  merit  considera- 
tion. So  far  as  the  people,  whom  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent  on^his  floor,  are  concerned  in 
any  proposition  which  may  be  made  relative  to 
a  partition  of  the  territories  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  I  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood,  that  I  ask  for  them  those 
rights  and  privileges  only  which  belong  to  an  in- 
dependent commonwealth,  with  the  boundaries 
which  are  prescrih(Bd  by  tne  articles  of  cession 
and  agreement  between  the  United  States  and 
Georgia.  I  seek  not  to  dismember  neighboring 
territory,  to  give  an  additional  number  of  acres 
to  that  which  I  represent ;  we  are  already  suffi- 
ciently voluminous  in  that  particular.  But  if, 
from  a  foil  view  of  the  subject,  any  change  in 
the  present  limits  should  be  thought  conducive 
to  general  convenience,  and  compatible  with 
sound  policy,  those  which  I  have  mentioned  ap- 
pear to  me  most  likely  to  produce  those  desirable 
results.  With  these  impressions,  I  feel  it  my 
doty  to  resist  the  amendment  which  has  been 
proposed  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee. 

Mr.  Miller's  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 


Saturday,  January  5. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sbtbbrt,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  provide  for  the  safe- keeping  of  the 
books  which  belong  to  the  Library  of  Congress. 
Mr.  Sbtbbrt,  Mr.  Q^cincy,  and  Mr.  Macon,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  QrUiNoy  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry 
merchants  and  others  of  Boston,  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  stating,  that  before  they  had  been 
apprized  of  the  revirvaf  of  the  oon-inlercourse  as 
respects  Great  pritain,  they  had  sent. orders  to 
England  and  Ireland  for  merchandise ;  that,  be-^ 
fore  the  news  <Muid  teach  Soglaod,  their  vessels 


would  have  sailed ;  and  pilsyti^  that  a  ftuiher 
time  might  be  allowed  for  them  to  reseii  (bis 
country,  unaffected  by  that  law. — Referred  totke 
Committee  on  Foreign  Reiations. 

Mr.  SEY3ERT  presented  a  petition  from  so&- 
dry  merchants,  manufacturers,  raecbanics,  tn- 
ders,  and  other  inhabitante  of  Philadelphia,  pray- 
ing the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

On  the  suggestion  ofMr.MoNTooMBBV,tbathe 
had  some  communications  to  make  to  the  House. 
which  in  his  opinion  required  .^ecrecy,  the  doon 
were  closed;  and  having  remained  so  for  souk 
time,  were  opened ;  when  the  House  adjooioed. 


Monday,  January  7. 

Mr.  Jbnnimos  presented  a  petition  of  the  L^ 
gislative  Council  a,od  House  of  Represeotatiycs 
of  the  Indiana  Territory,,  praying  for  permissin 
to  locate  a  certain  quantity  of  the  public  kniis 
lying  on  the  main  fork  of  White  river,  to  be  o- 
tablished  as  the  permanent  seat  of  Goverameot 
in  said  Territory;  the  Indian  title  to  which  laodi 
has  been  extinguished  by  the  Treaty  of  Foit 
Way  ne.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pab- 
lie  iSands. 

Mr.  Seybert  presented  petittons^fstradrf  mer- 
chants, manufacturers,  mechanics,  and  traders,  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the  renewal  of 
the  United  States'  Bank  charter.— Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Vam  Horn  presented  a  bill  to  iDeor|>orate 
the  subscribers  to  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commiuedtoa 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  thePab- 
lie  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  expediency  of 
laying  lyit  and  making  the  roads  designated  is, 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  ac- 
quired by,  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown,  in  pnrsQ' 
ance  of  a  resolution  of  the  seventeenth  ultimo; 
which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  con- 
tained concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Ruolvtd,  That  provision  ought  to  be  inade,by 
law,  for  laying  out  and  making  the  .roads  desig- 
nated by  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown,  and  iwt 
Srovision  be  made  for  the  disposal  of  the  public 
inds  acquired  by  the  said  treaty. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in,  pursoiBt 
to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  Commi\» 
on  the  Public  Lands  do  prepare  and  bring  in  »' 
same. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  committee,  pr^ 
sented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Terna, 
WUliam  Coleman,  Edwin  Lewis,  Samuel  Mios. 
Joseph  Wilson,  and  the  Baptist  Church  at  Saleta 
Meeting  House,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  alter  the  times  for  hoWiog 
the  district  courts  in  the  district  of  North  Caro- 
lina was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  farther  cos- 
sid/etation  thereof  postponed  until  Thursday  next 

Mr.  MiLNOR,  from  the  committee  appointeO' 
on  the  twenty*fourth  ultimo,  on  the  peuuoa  oi 
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rhomas  Campbell,  made  a  report ;  wbi«h  was 
■ead,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
)Q  Tbarsday  next. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  it  appesrs  to  your  committee,  that  Captain 
Campbell  was  a  brave  and  meritorioui  officer ;  that  he 
lerred  ftithfollj  during  the  whole  of  the  ReTolntiona- 
j  war ;  that,  in  the  conise  of.  that  service,  he  was  re- 
[>ealedljr  and  severely  wounded ;  that  those  wounds 
lave  not  only  rendered  him  unable  to  gain  a  livelihood 
>y  manual  labor,  hut  have  rendered  his  life  a  continu- 
ed scene  of  snfferisg,  and  have  subjected  him  to  re- 
)eated  and  heavy  expenses.  The  petitioner  further 
itates,  that  he  has  a  wife  and  five  children  to  provide 
or ;  and  that,  owing  to  his  debility,  and  the  heavy  ex- 
>enses  to  which  he  has  been  subjected  in  consequence 
»f  his  wounds,  lie  finds  it  difitcult  to  proyide  a  subsist- 
ence for  them.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  peti- 
ioner  prays  that  the  bounty  and  munificence  of  his 
ountiy  may  be  extended  toward  him,  so  as  to  render 
he  decline  of  a  lift,  which,  has  been  devoted  to  the 
errioe  of  his  country,  more  comfortable  than  it  will 
>therwi>e  be. 

Your  committee  conceive,  that  the  heroes  of  the 
teTolution,  who  nobly  stepped  forward  and  expended 
heir  blood,  and  sacnfieed  their  health,  in  defending 
heir  country's  rights,  have  a  strong  claim  upon  the 
ustice  and  fiberality  of  the  CKyvernment ;  and  they 
)elieTe  few  cases  can  arise  exhibiting  a  stronger  claim 
ban  that  of  the  petitioner,  when  we  consider  ti^e  length 
ind  severity  of  his  sufferings,  and  the  heavy  expenses 
0  which  they  have  subjected  him.  Under  these  im- 
iresRons,  the  following  resolution  is  submitted  to  the 
x)nsideTation  of  the  House  : 

Raohed,  That  the  sum  of dollars  be  granted 

0  Captain  Thomas  Campbell,  in  consideration  of  the 
leavy  expenses  to  which  he  has  been  subjected,  in  con- 
sequence of  wounds  received  while  in  the  service  of 
lis  country  is  the  Revolutionary  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  the  doors 
rere  then  cloaed. 


Tuesday,  January  8. 

The  House  sat  dufing  the  whole  of  this  day 
vith  closed  doors. 


WfiONESDAY,  January  9. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
)f  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  prepared  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  seventeenth  ul- 
imo,  respeetiog  unlawful  settleiaehis  on  public 
aods;  which  was  read,  and  referred  totbeCom- 
Qittee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  ioformed  the  House 
bat  the  Senhte  have  passed  a  resolution  for  the 
ppointinent  of  a  joint  committee  to  have  the 
ppUcation  of  the  money  appropriated  for  the 
mrchase  of  books  for  the  Library  of  Congress ; 
o  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
louse. 

Mr.  Root  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  pre- 
eoteda  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Audrain,  ac- 
companied with  a  report;  which  were  read,  and 
he  bill  was  read  the  second  time,  and  committed 
0  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  preseated  a  petiiiott  of  the  Pres- 


ident and  Directors  of  the  Bank  (^  New  York, 
praying  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  theUnited  States^  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
(he  United  Slates. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  communicating  a  report  of  the 
Director  of  the  Mint,  of  the  operations  of  that 
establishment  during  the  last  year. 

About  two  o'clocK,  Mr.  Burwell  moved  the 
order  of  the  day,  on  the  bill  continuing  in  forca 
the  act  incorporating  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States;  whioh  was  not  agreed  to — 
ayes  55,  noes  60. 

EDWARD  C.  BROWN. 

Mr.  Root  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Edward  C.  Browa,  that,  being  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations,  the  committee  recommend 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  not  granted. 

A  motion  tvas  made  by  Mr.  Gold,  that  it 
should  be  reooiQmitted  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims,,  with  instructions  to  make  a  detailed  re- 
port on  the  merits  of  the  petition. 

In  the  coarse  of  the  discussion  of  this  motion, 
the  expediency  of  the  act  of  limitation  was  fully 
debated,  and  also  the  question  which  has  so  fre- 
quently and  diffusely  been  debated  in  the  House,, 
whether  it  was  proper  in  any  ease  whatever  to 
oaake  exceptions  to  the  operation  of  the  act  of 
limitation.  In  this  argument,  the  expediency  of 
the  indiscriminate  operation  of  the  limiiatioa  aot 
was  supported  by  Messrs.  Root,  Smilie,  and 
Macon,  and  the  contrary  opioioa  maintained 
by  Messrs.  Pickman,  Lewis,  Gold,  Wriobt, 
Des^a,  Goldsborough,  RDd  Gbolson. 

The  question  was  decided  in  favor  of  a  recom- 
mitment and  of  course  iDcidentally  against  the 
operation  of  the  statute  to  bar  all  claims — for 
recommitment  67,  against  it  49,  as  follows : 

YsAs^Joscph  Allen,  Ijemuel  J.  Abten,  William 
Anttonon,  William  T.  Barry,  Abijah  Bigelow,  James 
Breekenridge,  John  0*  Chambetlain,  Epaphrodittis 
Champiott,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Qlay,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John  Bawsoa, 
JcMph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  John  W. 
Eppes,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Ghdson,  Charles 
Ooldsboxoui^,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Na- 
thaniel A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Holland, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebeneaer  Huntington,  Richard 
■Jaekion,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Herman  Knickerbacket,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le 
Roy  LiviAgston,  John  Love,  Vincent  Matthews,  Samuel 
McKee,  WUliam  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  WU- 
liam  Milnor,  John  Montgomery,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman, 
jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qi|incy, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  Daniel  Sheffey ,  Dennis  Smelt,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope, 
Samuel  Tkggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Thomp- 
son, Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian 
K.'Van  Rensselaer,  Labaa  Wheaton,  James  Wilson, 
Robert  Witherspoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Esekiel  Bscon,  David 
Bard,  WjUiam  W.  Blhb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Biowm, 


511 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS- 


512 


H.  OP  R. 


Munnipfn  Ttrrilorif^-OrUcais  T^errUory. 


Jakuabt,  1811. 


WHIttkm  A.  Bumtll,  WilHmm  Batt«r,  Joieph  CalhottD, 
Jsmes  Cochran,  Riehard  Oatti,  Wttlitm  Pindiey,  Jona- 
tiiui  Fisk,  Meshftck  Frankin,  BaniUai  GaaiMtt,  Bdvifip 
Gray,  WiUiam  Helmi,  Jficob  Hofty,  William  Kennedy, 
Aaron  Lj4e>  Nathanief  Maoon,  Alexander  McKim, 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  NichoJaa  R.  Moore.  Thomas  Moore, 
Gordon  8.  Mumibrd,  Thomas  Newbold,  John  Nichol- 
son, John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
Fylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards, 
John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  6age,  Thomas 
Sammons,  John  A.  Scudder,  Ebenezer  Sealer,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Richard  Stan- 
ibrd,  John  Stanley,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jun., 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert  WhiMiUl,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Calhoun  be  appoioted  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  Taylor,  who  has  resided  bis  seat  in  tijis 
House. 

MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTEa  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ad- 
mitting the  Mississippi  Territory  into  the  Union, 
as  a  separate  and  independent  Slate,  made  the 
following  report: 

That  there  has  existed,  within  the  Territory  afore- 
said, a  temporary  goyemment  similar  to  that  preserib- 
ed  by  the  ordinance  for  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the 
rirer  Ohio,  since  the  seventh  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hui^red  and  ninety  eight ;  and,  althougli 
the  wisdom  of  Qongress  hae  been  displayed  in  varions 
modifications  of  that  ordinance,  it  has  never  ceased  to 
contain  principles  incon^atible  with  the  rights  of  free- 
men. The  Executive,  who  is  frequently  a  total  stran- 
ger to  the  local  circumstances  of  the  country,  possesses 
an  unlimited  veto  on  all  laws  passed  by  the  Represent- 
ative branch  of  the  Legislature.  In  addition  to  which, 
he  is  clothed  with  the  odious  authority  to  prorogue  and 
dissolve  the  General  Assembly,  and  thereby  prostrate 
all  power  within  tiie  Territory  to  regulate  its  local  aod 
municipal  concerns ;  these  high  prerogatives  emanat- 
ing from,  and  fit  only  to  belong  to  kmgs  and  despots,  may 
be  exercised  at  the  discretion  of  the  Governor,  who  is  not 
even  required  to  assign  a  reason  on  which  the  act  is 
founded.  The  only  security,  which  the  people  Over  whom 
this  form  of  government  is  established,  have,  agunst 
the  frequent  and  wanton  abuse  of  these  powers,  is  to 
be  found  in  the  mild  and  conciliatory  disposttion  uni- 
formly manifested  by  the  Greneral  Government  toward 
its  Territories ;  but  experience  has  shown  that  officers, 
situated  at  a  remote  dbtance  ftom  the  tribunal  to  which 
they  are  responsible,  too  fsequently  '*  foei  power,  and 
forget  right,  and,  by  eluding  the  vigilance  of  rigid  in- 
vestigation«  are  enabled  to  practice  acts  of  opprcMdon 
with  impunhy.  Your  committee  forbear  to  enter  into 
an  examination  of  the  various  objections  which  might 
be  urged  against  the  present  system  of  Territorial 
governments.  It  is  sufficientl^obvious,  that,  in  many 
respects,  they  are  hostile  to  the  free  Constitution  which 
guaranties  the  liberties  o^  every  American  dtisen. 
Your  committee,  therefore,  consider  it  an  act^  bo(h  of 
strict  justice  and  sound  policy,  to  emancipate  every 
Territory  of  the  United  States  fiom  the  trammels  iS 
that  probationary  vassalage,  whenever  the  number  of 
inhabitants  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Territory 
shall  fairly  entitle  them  to  a  Represen&itive  in  the 
Coagresfr  6{  the  United  States.  Your  committee  have 
«sed  the  best  meina  in  their  power  to  ascertain  the 


number  of  souls  wMiin  the  Miasisaippi  Tefritory.  The 
official  returns  of  the  census  have  not  yet  been  made 
to  the  Department  of  State,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  the 
last  session,  directing  a  census  or  enumeration  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States  ;  conseqnently  ti  be- 
came necessary  and  propw  to  seek,  through  otbs 
channels,  the  requisite  information  on  that  anbject.  U 
appears  to  your  committee,  from  the  best  evidence 
which  they  hive  been  enabled  to  collect,  and  on  which 
they  confidently  rely»  that  there  are  in  the  southern 
and  eastern  counties'  of  the  Territory  about  the  num- 
ber of  thirty-five  thousand  souls,  and  that  the  county 
of  Madison,  tfituated  on  the  northern  extremity  of  the 
Territory,  near  the  great  bend  of  the  Tennessee 
river,  contains  a  population  of  abont  ten  thousand 
souls ;  it  also  appears  te  your  committee  that  the  emi- 
gration from  the  old  States  to  this  section  of  the  Union, 
will,  in  a  very  short  time,  constitute  the  number  of  ia- 
habitants  required  by  the  articles  of  cession  and  agree- 
ment between  the  United  States  and  Georgia,  to  Test 
in  them  the  Unqualified  right  to  become  a  member  of 
the  Union.  Connected  with  these  considerslions,  the 
length  of  time  which  it'will  necessarily  require  to  foim 
a  constitutipn,  and  put  theeame  in  operation,  afibrdsa 
strong  pledge  that^  anterior  to  the  final  admission  of 
the  aforesaid  Territory  into  the  Union,  the  number  af 
its  inhabitants  will  amount  to  at  least  mxty  thonaaod. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  where  no  Con- 
stitutional difficulty  occurs,  the  formation  of  new 
States  on  the  southern  extremity  of  the  Union  ought 
not  to  be  delayed.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  in  the  an- 
nals of  this  country,  that,  on  the  river  Mississippi, 
which  is  acknowledge  by  all  to  be  of  the  fint  import- 
ance, both  in  reference  to  its  commercial  advantages, 
and  the  vast  extent  of  fertile  territory  through  which 
it  flows,  there  does  not  exist  a  solitary  State  govern- 
ment. To  unite  every  portion  of  the  American  fiunily, 
by  the  indissoluble  cord  of  afiection,  and  to  perpetuate 
the  integrity  of  the  Union,  are  objects  paramount  to 
all  others  which  can  be  presented  to  the  view  of  the 
National  Legislatore.  '•  These  results  cannot  be  eecar- 
ed  but  by  an  eqnal  diMribution  of  rights  and  pririlegcs 
through  «vevy  section  of  our  extensive,  oojantry.  Let 
each  eajey  civil,  political^  and  religious  liberty,  subject 
to  the  control  of  independent  local  authorities,  while 
the  fostering  hand  of  the  Federal  Govemment  shall 
protect  them  in  these  enjoyments  from  domevtic  fends 
and  external  violence.  Your  conunittee,  with  the  fore- 
going impressions,  do  not  hesitate  to  reconunend  the 
following  resolution : 

JUsohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  admit  the  Mia» 
sippi  Territory  into  the  Union,  as  a  separate  and  inde- 

gendent  State,  dn  an  equal  footing  with'  the  original 
tates ;  and  that  provision  ought  to  be  made,  by  law, 
to  authortxe  the  people  of  said  Territory  to  elect  a  con- 
vention to  form  a.  constitution,  to  be  submitted  to  Con- 
gress for  then  approbation. 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTBR  wished  the  report  to  be 
adopted,  and  again  referred  to  a  select  commitcee, 
with  instructions  to  report  a  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  the  resolmloa  was 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole-^-yeas  64, 
nays  38. 

TERRITORY  OF  ORLEANS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  the  House  again  re- 
solved it»elf  into  a  Cofflmitee  of  the  Whole  od  (be 
biU  for  admittiog  the  Territory  of  Orleans  ioto 
the  Union  as  a  State. 
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Mr.  Mf i.LBii's  prpmMed  amendmeol  wm  (lefofe 
the  Comniiitee  the  last  time  the  subject  was  un- 
der coosideratioa ;  and  the  questtoa  of  course 
BOW  recurred  od  the  same  tuition. 

Mr.  Bakbt  and  Mr.  Bacon  opposed  it. 

The  amendmeDt  was  disagreed  to  by  a  large 
majority. 

}iT,  Barry  then  proposed  the  following  ameod- 
m«iit  to  the  bill : 

Prodded^  That  the  tJnhad  States  hereby  reserve  the 
power  of  altering  the  bounds  of  said  Territory,  so  as  not 
maieriaUy  to  diminish  its  extent,  except  so  &r  as  re- 
Ules  to  that  portion  of  it  siiaated  south  of  the  Slst 
degree  of  north  latitude,  and  east  of  a  line  drawn  along 
the  middle  of  the  lakes  Pontchartrain,  MaUrepas,  and 
the  river  IberviHe,  to  its  junction  with  the  Mississippi, 
power  over  which  is  hereby  expressly  reserved  to  the 
iJnited  States,  to  be  disposed  of  in  any  mamier  that 
may  be  deeiped  proper. 

After  some  cbnTersation,  in  which  Mr.  Sbev- 
PBT  declared  his  intention  of  moving  tha  amend- 
meot  which  follows^  and  Mr.  PoiNnBXTBR  ex- 
pressed hia  approbation — 

Mr.  Barry  withdrew  his  amendment  to  make 
room  for  it. 

Mr.  SaEFFEY  then  mored  to  insert  the  follow- 
ing, in  place  of  that  part  of  the  bill  which  pre- 
scribed the  boundaries  of  the  future  State ; 


was  fixed  at  the  third  Monday  in  September  next, 
and  the  time  of  its  meeting  oli  thelst  Monday  in 
November. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  at 
amended,  which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 


"  All  that  ierritorv  now  contained  within  the  limits 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  except  that  part  lying  east 
of  the  river  Iberville  and  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the 
middle  of  the  lakes  Mauzepas  and  Pontchartrain  to 
the  ocean." 

Mr.  Btas  stated,  that  if  this  amendment  was 
adopted,  as  he  hoped  it  would,  he  should  call  up 
a  resolution  which  he  had  submitted  a  few  days 
ago  for  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire  whe- 
ther the  territory  West  of  the  Perdido  should  be 
added  to  the  Mississippi  Territory  or  assume  the 
form  of  Territorial  ^vernment.  This  would 
berome  an  aAer  question  for  the  House  to  decide. 

Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Rbba  opposed  the  amend- 
ment on  the  ground  that  the  Treatv  of  1803  with 
France  guarantied  to  the  undivided  Territory 
of  Orleans  a  right  to  become  a  State,  &g.,  on  the 
same  conditions  with  other  States. 

Mr.  Bibb  and  Mr.  Ely  supported  the  amend* 
meat  on  the  ground  of  the  «>xpediency  of  leaving 
that  part  of  their  territory,  the  right  to  "which  the 
President  bad  declared  should  be  a  subject  of 
fnture  negotiation,  in  such  a  state  as  would  ena* 
ble  the  United  States  to  negotiate  respecting  it. 

Mr.  Shefpey's  motion  was  agreed  to,  ayes  63. 

Mr.  Mti.LBR  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill 
^ing  to  restrict  the  right  of  suffrage  to  white 
males.  He  did  it  on  the  ground  that  the  mixed 
population  of  Orleans  was  so  numerous  that  they 
might  elect  a\persoa  of  color  to  the  National  Le- 
gisTaiore ;  with  whom  Mr.  M.  said  he,should  feel 
nu  inclination  to  act. 

Mr.  PoiNOEXTER  stated  the  fact  of  there  being 
in  Orleans  many  of  the  description  of  people 
called  Creoles,  who  were  very  wealthy  and  re- 
spectable, d«. 

Mr.  Miller's  motion  was  negatived — ayes  17. 

The  period  for  the  election  of  a  convention 

llthCoN.  SdSsss.— 17 


TauReoAY,  January  10. 

On  m6tton  of  Mr.  Newton, 

Retolved^  That  a  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
anv,  and,  if  any,  what,  alterations  are  necessary 
to  be  made  in  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  estab- 
lish the  compensations  of  the  officers  employed  in 
the  collection  of  the  duties  on  imports  ano  ton- 
nage, and  for  other  purposes,^  passed  the  second 
of  March,  and,  also  in  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
relative  to  the  compensations  of  certain  officers 
of  the  customs,  and  to  provide  for  appointing  a 
surveyor  in  the  district  therein  mentioned,"  passed 
the  twenty-seventh  of  March,  and  that  they  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  petition  of  Urbain 
Gttillet,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  associates, 
known  by  the  name  of  '^The  Society  of  L^ 
,  Trappe,"  m  the  Illinois  Territory,  praying  to  be 
permitted  to  locate,  on  any  vacant  public  lands 
adjoining  their  establishment,  any  military  and 
donation  rights  which  they  may  be  able  to  pro- 
cure from  individuals. — Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Pitkin  presented  a  petition  of  the  mer* 
cbants  of  Harttord,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
to  the  same  effect,  with  the  petition  from  the 
merchants  of  Philadelphia,  presented  the  18th 
ultimo. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  Wright  reported  a  bill  for  the  protection 
and  government  of  West  Florida ;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  recom- 
mitted to  the  committee  who  reported  it,  on  the 
ground  of  its  containing  provisions  clashing  with 
those  yesterday  agreed  on  by  the  House  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Orleans  Territory. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bme,  resumed 
the  considerauon  of  the  resolution  offered  by  him 
respecting  erecting  a  separate  territorial  govern- 
ment in  the  Territory  west  of  the  Perdido,  dbc.  Oa 
motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the  same  was  committed  to 
the  committee  to  wnom  was  recommitted  the  bill 
this  day  reported  by  Mr.  Wright. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee  to  have  the  applica- 
twtion  of  the  money  appropriated  to  purchase 
books  for  the  Library  of  Congress  was  twice  read 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  MuMFORo  .presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  the 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of^he  United 
States ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  re- 
newal of  the  charter  of  said  bank. 

Mr.  Van  Horn,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  amend 
the  charter  of  the  City  of  Washington  \  which 
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was  read  twice^  and  cotnmicted  to  a  Gommiuee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

An  eo|;ro8sed  bill  to  alter  the  times  for  holding 
the  district  courts  of  the  district  of  North  Garo- 
lioa,  was  again  read  the  third  time,  aad  recom- 
mitted to  the  committee  by  whom  it  was  reported. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to 
a  resolution  of  the  third  instant,  respecting  the 
atate  and  operations  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  read, and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  renewal 
of  the  charter  of  the. said  bank. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

TmsAsvBT  DiFABTMUTT,  Jon.  9,  1811. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  and  sun- 
dry statements  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  3d  instant 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  Spxaksk,  House  of  lUps, 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedienee  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  third 
instant,  respectfully  reports — 

That  the  annexed  statements  marked  A,  B,  and  C, 
contain  all  the  information  vrhich  the  returns  made  to 
the  Treasury  affi>rd  on  the  subjects  embraced  by  the 
resolutions  aforesaid. 

It  appears  by  the  statement  A  Chat  the  debts  due 
from  individuals  and  bodies  corporate  to  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  consisted  at  the  respective  dates  of 
the  several  returns  of  the  following  items,  viz : 
Bills  and  notes  discounted,  and  bonds 

due  by  individusls       ...  $15,126,187,  04 
Balance  due  by  other  banks  in  ac- 
count, after  deducting  the  sums  dne 
'  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 

and  its  branches^  to  several  other 

banks I,318,0t4  39 

Bank  notea  of  other  banks  on  hand  611,909  06 

Treasury  drafts  not  yet  collected,     -  31,466  01 

Overdrawn 32,679  07 

Conyerted  six  per  cent,  stock  •  23,066  23 

17,043,231  70 
To  which  add  the  loan  to  the  United 
States 2,760,000  00 


Makes  for  the  aggregate  of  debts  due 
to  the  bank         ....    $19,798,291  70 


In  a  few  instances  which  are  noted  in  the  statement 
A,  the  amount  due  on  bonds,  and  also  that  of  notes 
discounted,  which  have  been  put  in  suit,  is  distinctly 
stated  in  the  returns  made  to  the  Treasuiy ;  but  ^e 
aggregate  alone  is  given  in  most  of  them,  and  they  do 
not  in  any  instance  distinguish  the  amount  <*  consid- 
ered as  standing  accommodation  to  the  customers  of 
the  bank  and  its  branches."  A  recurrence  to  the  16th 
regulation  of  the  7th  section  of  the  act  incorporating 
the  bank  will  show  thst  the  only  sUtements  that  can 
be  required  by  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury, 
are  those  of  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  cor- 
poration, of  the  debts  due  to  the  s&mc,  of  the  moneys 
deposited  therein,  of  the  notes  in  circniation,  and  of 
the  cash  in  hand ;  and  that  he  has  no  right  to  ask  for 
the  account  of  any  private  individuals,  or  iot  hny  other 


than  the  abovementioned  general  statemeBla.  Nor 
has  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  any  knowledge  what- 
ever of  the  accounts  and  operations  of  the  Bank,  bat 
what  is  derived  from  the  official  statements  transmitted 
to  him  in  conformity  with  the  abovementioBed  pron- 
sion  in  the  charter. 

The  statement  B  shows  the  amount  of  notea  of  the 
said  bank,  and  its  branches,  in  cireulation,  at  the  date 
of  the  latest  returns,  to  have  been  $6,167,373  83. 

The  Treasurer's  accounts  annually  laid  before  Con- 
gress show  correctly  the  amonnt  of  public  moneys  de- 
posited in  the  various  banks  on  the  last  day  of  each 
quarter.  But  that  amount  is  daily  fluctuating,  and 
cannot  be  stated  with  perfect  precision  except  on  the 
quarterly  statements  of  those  accounts.  The  Treasmer 
furnishes,  however,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaory  with 
a  weekly  estimate  of  the  cash  on  hand,  and  where 
deposited,  and  taken  from  the  latest  reoeiTed  returns. 
A  copy  of  that  furnished  on  the  7th  instant  (marked  C.) 
is  herewith  transmitted,  together  with  remarks,  show- 
ing what  portions  of  the  revenue  are  generally  depot- 
it^  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  Inanciics, 
and  what  portions  are  deposited  in  other  banks. 

It  is  probable  that  die  amount  of  qiecie  in  the  Tn^ 
sury  wU],  on  the  first  day  of  March  next,  exceed  ^- 
600,000,  and  that  the  proportion  deposited  in  the  benka 
other  than  that  of  the  United  States  and  its  btancbesv 
will  not  materially  vary  from  what  it  is  at  preaeaL  B  at 
it  is  impracticable  to  form  any  correct  estimate  of  the 
probable  amount  at  that  time  in  each  place  respectively, 
since  that  is  ali^-ays  regulated  by  the  want  of  funds  in 
each  place  for  the  current  service ;  accor^ng  to  which, 
the  public  moneys  are  daily  transferred  by  drs/b  £rom 
place  to  place,  as  the  occasion  may  require. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

ORLEANS  TERRITORY. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territory 
of  Orleans  to  foroi'a  constitution  and  State 
government^  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori- 
ginal States;  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Pitkin  commenced  a  speech  agaiast  the 
bill,  chieflv'  objecting  to  the  detaiL 

When  he  had  been  speaking  about  half  an 
hour — 

The  Speaker  obaerred  that  a  message  was  in 
attendance  from  the  Senate,  of  a  confidential 
nature. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  the  doocs  were  closed,  and  so 
remained  till  four  o'clock,  when  the  House  ad- 
journed. During  the  sitting  with  closed  doors,  i 
Me^sage  of  a  confidential  nature  was  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  Siatea. 


Satoroat,  January  12. 

The  Houi^e  continued  their  sittings  with  closed 
doors  from  Thursday  evening  until  this  day«  when 
they  were  opened  about  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and 
then  the  House  adjourned  until  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  January  14. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  three  bills  with  the 
following  titles: 
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Computing  the  Capitol— Territory  of  Orleans, 


H.  ofR. 


"Ad  act  autboriziDg  the  sale  aod  grant  of  a 
certain  quantity  of  public  land  to  the  Chesapeake 
and  Dela^w^re  Canal  Company: 

^Aa  act  for  the  reliefer  the  heirs  of  the  late 
Major  General  Anthony  Wayne;"  and 

*'An  act  authorizing  a  subscription,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  to  the  stock  of  the  Ohio 
Canal  Company  ;'*  to  which  bills  they  desire  the 
coocarrenc^  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  seventh  ultimo,  respecting  pat- 
ents ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  Ihe  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  twenty-first  ultimo,  respecting 
moneys  paid  to  the  Consuls  for  the  relief  of  the 
destitute  American  seamea  in  foreign  ports; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Seybbrt,  leave  was  given 
to  withdraw  the  petition  of  sundry  merenants 
of  Philadelphia,  presented  the  twenty-seventh  of 
February  last. 

Mr.  Sawyer,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  reconamitted  the  engrossed  bill  to  alter  the 
times  for  holding  the  district  courts  of  the  district 
of  North  Carolina,  reported  an  amendatory  bill ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

COMPLETING  THE  CAPITOL. 
Mr.  Maoor  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Keaofoei^,  That  the  Prendent  of  the  United  Stetes 
be  request^  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  an 
estimate  of  the  sum  neosMsry  to  finish  the  Capitol, 
designating  what  may  be  neeesaary  to  finish  each  wing, 
and  the  main  building,  and  what  time  may  be  required 
to  finish  the  whol»  buildiiig. 

Mr.  Rbga  moved  to  strike  oat  so  much  of  the 
resolution  as  would  confine  it  to  an  inquiry  into 
the  necessary  repairs  of  the  north  and  south  wings, 
and  the  expenses  of  them. 

Mr.  Lewis  expressed  his  surprise  that  any  ob- 
jection sbonld  be  made  to  receiving  Information, 
whatever  disposition  there  mi^ht  be  to  act  on  it. 
The  resolution  went  to  an  object  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  L.,  ought,  long  ago,  to  have  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  Congress,  and  he  was 
happy  to  see  it  now  taken  up. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  he  wished  to  have  a  whole 
view  of  the  subject,  and  not  to  go  on  for  ever  by 
little  and  little  to  vote  a  great  amount  of  money 
without  having  any  estimate.  He  said  they  had 
better  look  at  the  subject  altogether.  He  had  no 
idea,  however,  that  Congress  would  now  appro- 
priate a  large  sum  of  money  to  this  object ;  every 
body  knew  the  Treasury  was  not  in  a  situation 
to  afford  it ;  but  he  was  opposed  to  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Rhea,  because  he  wished  to  have  a  view 
of  the  whole  subject. 

Mr.  Stanford  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
calliogfor  further  estimates;  but  the  House  had 
already  had  several  estimates  of  the  expense  of 
finishing  isach  of  the  wings,  which  were  among 
the  printed  documents  of  the  Hoose. 


Mr.  PiccMAN  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
prevail,  although  he  might  feel  as  little  interest 
m  the  subject  as  any  one,  because  he  did  not  ex- 
pect, after  the  end  of  the  present  session,  ever  to 
see  Washington  again  ;  but  it  would  be  a  great 
gratification  to  him  to  know  that  this  building 
was  finished,  and  that  it  should  not  stand  as  a 
monument  of  extravagance-— of  extravagance 
produced  by  the  mode  in  which  money  had  beea 
appropriated  and  expended  for  it.  If  tne  Govern- 
ment should  go  on,  as  it  had  done  for  eight  or  tea 
years,  making  alterations  or  repairs,  the  build- 
ings would  be  in  no  better  state  than  they  are 
now,  although  they  would  have  cost  a  great  dad 
more  money  than  if  an  appropriation  were  at 
once  made  to  finish  the  whole.  He  therefore 
hoped  the  resolution  would  pass  without  amend* 
ment. 

Mr.  Rbea  said,  if  he  believed  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  was  seriously  disposed  to 
do  that  which  his  motion  proposed  to  inquire  into, 
he  might  agree  to  it.  If  the  buildings  were  fin- 
ished, repairs  would  always  be  necessary,  until 
materials  should  be  discovered,  as  durable  in  their 
nature  as  time  itself.  The  idea  that  the  making 
a  large  appropriation  at  once  would  preclude  the 
necessity  of  other  appropriations  was  as  reason- 
able as  that,  because  a  man  made  a  hearty  dinner 
one  day,  he  should  eat  none  for  a  week  after* 
wards. 

Mr.  Rhea's  motion  for  amendment  was  nega- 
tived. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Tallmadgb,  the  res- 
olution was  so  amended,  with  the  consent  of  Mr* 
Macon,  as  to  call  for  an  account  of  the  debts  due 
to  individuals  at  this  time  for  work  done  on  the 
Capiiol ;  and  also  for  an  account  of  the  whole 
moneys  expended  on  the  public  buildings. 

As  amended,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and 
a  committee  appointed  to  present  it  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

ORLEANS  TERRITORY. 

The  House  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
engrossed  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Orleans  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
ffovemment,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
into  the  Union  on  an  enual  footing  with  the  ori- 
ginal States,  and  for  other  purposes. 
The  bill  being  on  its  final  passage — 
Mr.  PiTKtN  said  he  had  heretofore  stated  that 
he  had  some  objections  to  the  bill,  which  he  had 
intended  to  have  stated  to  the  House  when  the 
bill  was  capable  of  amendment,  but  that  he  had 
not  an  opportunity  so  to  do.  1  have  stated,  said 
Mr.  P.,  that  it  was  probable  there  would  be  some 
difficulty  between  Orleans,  when  it  becomes  a 
State,  and  the  United  States,  respecting  the  ex- 
cent  of  the  State  westward.  I  stated  that  the 
United  States,  in  consequence  of  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana  with  the  same  extent  that  it  had  when 
Spain  and  France  possessed  it,  had  claimed  the 
territory  as  far' as  the  river  called  Rio  Bravo; 
that  the  negotiations  on  this  subject  between  the 
Governments  of  the  United  States  and  Spain 
were  probably  unknown  to  many  membera  of 
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the  House,  and  that  it  required  a  pretty  accurate 
knowledge  of  them,  of  the  extent  of  the  claim, 
ind  of  the  geography  of  the  country,  to  under- 
stand precisely  what  I  meant.  I  stated  that 
there  was  an  extent  of  country  between  a  merid- 
ional line  passing  through  Nacogdoches  and  Rio 
Bravo,  of  four  or  five  hundred  miles  in  width, 
which  the  United  States  had  claimed  as  being 
their  property.  In  the  negotiations  between  the 
two  countries,  the  United  States  offered  to  cede 
all  the  country  between  the  Hio  Bravo  and  tbe 
Colorado  running^  east  of  it  to  Spain,  on  the  con- 
dition that  Spain  would  cede  to  the  United 
States  all  the  territory  west  of  the  Perdido. 
This  proposition  was  rejected.  Our  Commis- 
sioners were  instructed  to  assert  our  title  as  far 
as  the  Rio  Bravo,  or  at  least  to  the  Bay  of  St. 
Bernard.  It  is  so  stated  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  in  the  introduction  to  the  compi- 
lation of  the  land  laws,  in  which  he  states  that 
we  unquestionably  have  a  right  to  the  country 
as  far  west  as  the  sources  of  the  rivers  which 
fall  into  the  Mississippi,  to  the  sources  of  the 
Red  river,  Arkansas,  and  Missouri;  that  with 
respect  to  the  territory  immediately  bounding  on 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  we  have  claims  to  the 
**  province  of  Texas,"  which  it  is  well  knowA  is 
a  very  large  province.  By  the  bill  before  us,  ac- 
cording to  this  construction,  jurisdiction  is  ex* 
tended  over  this  very  province ;  and  it  may  be, 
and  In  fact  will  ()e,  in  the  power  of  the  State  of 
Orleans  to  say  that  our  limits  extend  so  far,  and 
therefore  to  extend  their  jurisdiction  in  like  man- 
ner. In  my  apprehension,  therefore,  it  is  impor- 
tant, while  we  are  making  this  Territory  a  State, 
where  the  boundaries  are  disputed,  to  retain  in 
our  own  hands  the  power  of  settling  them.  It  la 
known  that,  by  the  law  which  passed  providing 
for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
we  had  liberty  to  alter  the  boundary  before  we 
made  them  a  Slate,  but  riot  after.  Will  it  not  be 
in  the  power  of  the  new  State  to  insist  on  their 
right  to  jurisdiction  over  the  territory,  at  least  as 
far  west  as  the  Colorado,  and  to  prevent  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  ceding  any  part  of  it?  For  in- 
stance, sir,  the  United  States  m^y  wish,  as  we 
have  taken  Florida  as  far  as  the  Perdido,  subject 
to  future  negotiation,  to  make  this  arrangement: 
to  cede  to  Spain  a  certain  proportion  west  for 
East  Florida.  Now,  sir,  I  ask  when  we  have 
made  this  country  a  State  if  we  can  do  this?  I 
believe  it  will  be  said  by  every  person  that  we 
cannot,  after  she  becomes  a  State,  alter  the  bounds 
aries  without  her  consent.  I  do  apprehend, there- 
fore, there  will  be  difficulties  on  the  subject  here- 
I  t  ",  ^*^«  United  States  should  attempt  to  set- 
tle the  boundary  io  a  manner  disagreeable  to  the 
State ;  because,  if  they  cannot  extend  their  juris- 
diction west  of  a  meridional  line  passing  through 
Nacogdoches,  the  territory  will  be  in  extent  east 
and  west  but  about  one  hundred  miles,  and  north 
and  south  about  one  hundred  and  twenty,  and 
this  will  make  them  comparativety  a  small  State. 
As  the  United  States  have  settled  a  provisional 
iin^  to  wit:  a  meridional  line  through  Nacog- 
docnes,  it.  should  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  new 


State  to  extend  its  jurisdiction  beyond  that  line. 
Provision  might  be  made  in  this  way.  The 
western  boundary  might  be  made  to  coDform  to 
the  provisional  line ;  and  a  provision  might  then 
be  made  that  there  should  be  reserved  to  tb 
United  States  the  privilege  of  adding  to  it  what- 
ever land  it  should  acquire  westwardly.  Sucbt 
provision  would  leave  us  at  liberty  to  setde  the 
limits  wilhout  the  interference  of  that  Sttte,  sod 
without,  I  apprehend,  much  difficulty,  This  wu 
done  in  relation  to  the  State  of  Ohio.  Ualess 
the  right  had  been  reserved,  the  consent  of  the 
State  would  have  been  necessary  to  a  cessloD,or 
other  alteration  of  its  boundary.  Such  a  coarse 
in  this  case  will  be  perfectly  safe  for  tbe  Uniied 
States,  as  well  as  for  the  new  State.  I  wish  we 
may  so  regulate  the  Territory  as  there  may  not 
in  nature  be  any  collision  between  tbe  State  aod 
tbe  United  States.  The  province  of  Texas  is  in 
the  viceroyaity  of  New  Spain.  We  know  thit 
the  Viceroy  sent  his  troops  to  oppose  the  passage 
of  our  troops,  and  a  provisional  line  was  estab- 
lished. New  Spain  is  very  powerful,  and  I  sfaoold 
be  very  sorry  that  the  new  State  should  htfe 
power  to  emoToil  the  United  Stales  with  it.  I 
would  ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who 
reported  this  bill,  what  were  his  views  respecting 
the  western  boundary,  and  how  far  it  was  bis 
idea  that  the  new  State  should  extend,  and  whe- 
ther it  would  not  comport  with  his  ideas  (bat  the 
change  which  I  have  suggested  shouldbemade? 
I  cotild  have  wished  that  the  bill  was  ia  sach  a 
state  of  its  progress  that  I  could  have  laored  aa 
amendment  9  but,  as  it  is,  uoless  I  am  satisfied 
that  we  shall  not  be  involved  in  difficulty  by  tbe 
consequences  I  have  stated,  I  shall  be  unwiiliog 
to  pass  the  bill,  and  must  vote  against  iL 

Mr.  Johnson  said  he'  had  liatened  to  tbe  ob- 
jections against  extending  the  right  of  self*goT* 
ernroent  to  the  Territory  of  Orleans  with  great 
anxiety.  So  long  as  the  measure  was  (Qbjectio 
modification  and  amendment,  said  he,  I  felt  dis- 
posed to  remain  silent.  But  the  question  oof 
presented  ia^  shall  the  bill  pass  by  which  the  Ter- 
ritory will  be  authorised  to  form  a  Sutegorera- 
meat  upon  certain  conditions.  Thecoodactof 
tbe  United  States  towards  this  Territory  bu 
been  magnanimous,  liberal,  generous*  The  coa- 
duct  of  tbe  people  deaerved  it.  This  dispositioB 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  has  created  in 
that  people  a  love  of  independence,  and  a  cods- 
denee  that  e^very  reasonaole  request  would  be 
complied  with.  These  people  ask  a  favor ;  wbtt 
is  it  ?  The  power  to  erect  themselves  into  an  id- 
dependent  State.  Is  this  unreasonable?  1^^ 
unnatural  that  freemen  should  seek  the  right  (n 
political  self-government  at  their  expense  aod 
not  ours  1  Do  they  preset  a  paper  in  one  baod, 
and  a  threat  in  the  other?  No,  sir,  they  approach 
you  as  respectful  memorialists  asking  a  favor  and 
not  even  demanding  a  right.  What  reasons  ol 
State,  then,  have  we  to  disappoint  the  just  expec- 
tations of  this  important  Territory?  The  pna- 
ciplesof  every  State  constitution  in  theUoioB, 
the  political  creed  so  often  professed  on  thisflooj) 
the  sentiments  of  freedom  as  often  expressed) 
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aod  the  articles  of  the  Federal  CoQstitutioa  which 
circamscribe  our  powers,  all  unite  to  enforce  the 
claims  of  this  Territory  to  State  sovereignly.  I 
cannot,  I  will  not  therefore  withhold  my  sanction 
from  the  wishes  of  these  people.  B^  a  change 
of  conduct  on  my  part,  I  will  not  be  instrumen- 
tal in  chancing  to  enmity  the  deep-rooted  at- 
tachment of  these  people  to  this  country,  and 
oar  republican  institutions.  The  30th  day  of 
April;  1803,  the  United  States  acquired  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Louisiana,  the  Orleans  being  a  part,  by 
a  conveDtion  entered  into  with  France  at  Paris, 
which  convention  was  ratified  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Senate,  and  the 
Congress  made  provision  for  the  purchase  money. 
The  people  of  the  Orleans  Territory  have  been 
incorporated  into  the  Union  bv  purchase  and 
adoption,  and  are  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of 
American  citizens.  The  third  article  of  said 
treaty  specifies — "•  That  the  inhabitants  of  Lou- 
'isiana^llhe  ceded  territory,)  shall  be  incorpo- 
'  rated  into  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and 
*  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the 
'  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the 
'  enjoyment  of  all  the  rishts,  advantages,  and 
'  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States.^' 
We  are  thus  solemnly  bound  by  compact  to  ad« 
mit  this  Territory  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  as 
soon  as  possible,  consistent  with  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  What  principle  of  the 
Constitution  will  be  violated  by  their  admission 
into  the*Uniott  as  a  State?  In  fact,  we  are 
bound  by  the  principles  of  the  Constitution ;  we 
are  bound  to  tne  people  of  the  United  Slates ;  we 
are  bound  by  conscience,  and  we  are  bound  by  a 
still  more  sacred  tie  to  Him  who  gave  us  inde- 
pendence to  extend  the  blessings  of  liberty  to 
thesepeople  whenever  it  is  practicable.  But  the 
undefined  limits  of  this  Territory  have  furnished 
ground  for  serious  objection.  The  western  and 
southern  boundary  remain  subjects  of  disf)ote 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  and  it  is 
appTebeoded  that  it  will  produce  a  collision  with 
a  foreign  Power  to  erect  this  Territory  into  a 
State.  The  ingenuity  of  the  gentleman  from 
Coooecticut  has  discovered  this  difficulty,  but 
his  information  has  furnished  an  answer.  'The 
present  state  of  things  will  prove  the  reverse  of 
this  position.  Why  has  not  the  Territorial  gov- 
ernment produced  this  collision  with  a  foreign 
Power?  The  Territorial  administration  has  ex- 
tended as  far  to  the  west  and  south  as  will  be 
girentotbe  State  Qovernment;  the  State  sov- 
ereignty, as  to  the  extent  of  couotrv,  will  be 
gi^en  in  the  very  same  words  in  which  the  Ter- 
ritorial sovereignty  has  been  exercised  without 
^r  with  a  foreign  PoWer.  Sir.  the  danger  is 
ideal,  and  the  imagination  should  not  be  em- 
ployed to  embarrass  with  groundless  fears  upon  a 
subject  of  so  much  magnitude.  But  1  will  prore 
the  objection  groundless:  whether  a  Territorial 
or  a  State  go?ernment,  the  dispute  as  to  bound- 
ary, if  it  does  exist,  is  a  national  dispute  to  be 
settled  by  n^otiation.  In  the  year  1782,  the  Uni- 
ted States  aod  Great  Britain  entered  into  a  pro- 
visional treaty.    In  the  first  article,  Qreat  Briuia 


acknowledges,  for  the  first  time,  the  sovereignty 
and  independence  of  the  United  States;  and  in 
the  second  article,  the  boundarv  is  fixed  between 
the  British  provinces  and  the  United  States.  In 
the  year  1783,  Qreat  Britain  and  the  United  States 
entered  into  the  Treaty  of  Peace  which  ended 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  aod  in  the  second 
article,  the  boundary  lines  between  the  United 
States  and  the  British  provinces  are  inserted  in 
conformity  to  the  provisional  article  upon  that 
subject  in  1782* 

In  the  second  article  it  is  stated  that  the  east- 
ern boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  provinces  should  be  formed  by  a  line 
drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river  St.  Croix, 
from  its  mouth  in  the  Bav  of  Fundy  to  its  source, 
and  thence  to  the  highlands  which  divide  the 
waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Atlantic. 
Subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace, 
doubts  arose  as  to  the  source  and  run  of  the  St. 
Croix,  as  intended  by  the  treaty.  Two  waters 
were  known  by  the  same  name,  which  is  not  un« 
frequent,  and.  as  was  to  be  expected,  Qreat  Brit- 
ain contendeil  for  the  river  which  would  give 
them  the  most  territory,  as  did  the  United  States 
for  that  water  beariofir  the  name  of  St.  Croix 
that  would  extend  the  limits  of  the  United 
States.  This  dispute  arose  from  these  facts,  and 
remained  unsettled  until  the  year  1794,  when 
Jay's  Treaty  was  entered  into,  and  by  mutual 
agreement  commissioners  were  appointed  to  re- 
ceive testimony  and  finally  settle  upon  the  true 
boundary  between  the  two  nations,  which  was 
done  without  producing  war,  or  without  the  State 
bordering  on  the  river  St.  Croix  objecting  to 
such  a  proceeding. 

I  have  an  example  still  more  in  point,  and 
which  must  be  known  to  this  House,  and  with 
the  power  of  Spain,  the  very  nation  who  dis- 
putes the  boundary  of  the  Orleans  Territory  to 
the  west  and  south.  I  mean  the  unsettled  and 
undefined  limits  of  Qeori^ia  to  the  south  and  wesL 
bordering  on  the  Spanish  provinces  of  East  and 
West  Florida,  and  which  was  a  subject  of  dis- 
pute between  Spain  and  the  United  States,  until 
the  Treaty  of  1795  with  that  Power ;  the  second 
article  of  which  treaty  defines  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  State  of  Qeorgia  and  the  Spanish  prov- 
inces of  East  and  West  Florida;  and  by  the  third 
article,  Commissioners  were  appointed  to  run  the 
line  and  fix  the  l)oundary.  Until  this  Treaty 
with  Spain,  of  1796,  it  is  well  known  that  Spaia 
had  possession  of  Natchez  and  several  other 
places  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  Spanish  troops  and  Qovernor  were  accord- 
ingly removed.  This,  I  presume,  $hould  satisfy 
us  upon  this  head.  Every  treaty  in  your  statute 
books  proves  the  practice  of  nations  in  settling 
controversy.  These  several  treaties  to  which  I 
have  adverted  have  embraced  a  vast  variety  of 
subjects  of  dispute.  The  subject  of  contraband 
goods,  the  definition  of  a  blockaded  port,  the  da- 
ties  upon  merchandise  and  tonnage^  are  disputes 
of  the  commercial  kind,  which  nations  settle  by 
negotiation  and  war,  and  in  character  there  is  no 
difference  in  commercial  and  in  territorial  dis- 
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pates.  Sometimes  a  dispute  may  embrace  a  few 
acres  of  soil  animportant  id  any  point  of  view, 
aDd  less  important  tbao  many  commercial  rights  ; 
at  other  times  a  territorial  dispute  may  arise  to 
importance  as  embracing  a  most  valuable  tract 
of  country.  In  which  cases  sometimes  ihe  dis- 
pute may  differ  as  to  its  intrinsic  importance^  but 
not  in  its  character;  and  this  natioB  will  not  so 
far  consult  the  will  of  any  other,  as  to  keep  in 
political  chains  any  portion  of  our  citizens.  This 
dispute  may  exist  until  the  present  generation 
ahall  be  grey  with  age. 

But  the  people  ask  us  for  the  right  of  self-gov- 
ernment, and  we  grant  it  upon  conditions  which 
make  it  a  great  favor  to  us  that  the  Orleans  Ter- 
ritory will  become  a  State  upon  those  conditions. 
The  acceptance  of  these  people  on  these  condi- 
tions is  the  highest  evidence  of  their  worth  and 
merit.    In  twelve  months  these  people,  amount- 
ing to  sixty  thousand  souls^  could  demand  of  you 
as  a  right  what  is  a»ked  of  you  as  a  favor.    The 
first  condition  prescribed  is,  that  the  public  lands 
belonging  to  the  United  States  shall  ever  remain 
exempt  irom  taxation.    This  would  have  been  a 
source  of  great  revenue  to  this  people,  and  which 
could  not  have  been  considered  unreasonable  if 
taxed,  as  the  lands  belonging  to  individuals.  Tbe 
second  condition  is,  that  all  the  legislative,  judi- 
cial^ and  executive  proceedinos.  shall  be  carried 
on  in  the  English  language.    The  acceptance  of 
this  condition  proves  their  love  for  liberty,  their 
willingness  to  sacrifice  prejudices  at  the  shrine 
of  independence.    They  arewilling  to  destroy 
the  only  remaining  vestige^aTfVench  nationality, 
the  French  language,  ifiat  we  may  not  only  be 
one  in  sentiment,  ona^^reat  family  in  principles, 
but  in  language, J^it,  and  external  appearance. 
It  is  a  great  sac^nnce;  one  which  they  ought  to 
make,  and  on«  worthy  alone  of  freemen.    For 
the  great  p^Tposes  of  liberty  they  are  not  only 
willing  to  iose  as  soon  as  possible  the  laneuaffe 
of  France,  but  recollect  it  is  the  language  of  their 
fathers  and  mothers.    It  is  the  language  of  their 
native  country.    What  becomes  of  the  denuncia- 
tions which  we  have  heard  against  these  people, . 
and  the  charge  of  disaffection?    The  charge  is 
groundless;  the  imputation  is  without  founda- 
tion.   It  has  been  contended  on  this  floor,  that 
the  people  of  this  Territory  can  never  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  as  an  independent  State;  and 
that  they  must  remain  in  a  state  of  political  vas- 
salage.   In  article  the  fourth,  section  the  third,  of 
the  Federal  Constitution.it  is  stated,  that  new 
States  may  be  admitted  oy  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  into  this  Union.    Here  the  abso- 
lute power  of  admitting  States  into  the  Union  is 
given  to  the  Congress.    If  this  power  is  given  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, by  what  fiat  are  the  people  of  the  vast 
purchase  of  Louisiana  to  be  deprived  of  their 
freedom?    By  what  law  of  nature  are  they  to  be 
held  in  political  bondage ;  and  by  what  article  in 
Ihe  Constitution  are  these  people  disfranchised? 
I  envy  not  the  spirit  which  dictated  this  sentiment 
of  galling  chains.    It  was  dictated  by  a  spirit  of 
haired  to  France  and  Frenchmen,  and  not  by 


that  spirit  of  independence  which  should  be  cher- 
ished by  us  all.  But  they  are  Frenchmen;  that 
is  iheir  crime.  They  are  American  citizens,  and 
they  deserve  the  name.  I  will  venture  to  say 
that  there  are  as  many  lovers  of  England  aod. 
English  monarchy  as  there  are  lovers  of  Fraoce 
and  French  despotism  in  the  United  States,  and 
as  many  lovers  of  England  in  as  many  square 
miles  in  the  United  States  as  lovers  of  Fraoce  in 
this  Territory. 

Sir,  attend  to  the  happy  effects  of  this  measure 
as  it  respects  the  United  States;  we  get  rid  of 
the  trouble  aod  expense  of  the  territorial  gov- 
ernment ;  we  shall  no  longer  be  embarrassed  with 
territorial  petitions  aod  regulations.  We  shall 
no  longer  hear  of  remonstrances  against  territo- 
rial governors  and  officers;  neither  the  cries  of 
the  injured  nor  the  clamors  of  envv  will  assail 
us;  these  things  will  be  managed  by  the  State 
government.  The  effect  of  this  measure  upon 
the  people  of  the  Territory  will  be  still  more 
benencial  and  salutarv  at  a  crisis  so  ioterestiag 
to  the  American  people.  Every  man  has  a  de- 
sire for  freedom,  by  dint  of  experience  man  will 
become  enlightened.  By  the  light  of  his  own 
errors  he  will  become  wise  aod  good.  The  peo- 
ple of  this  Territory  have  not  only  a  relish  for 
independence,  but  they  have  the  capacity  of  enjoy- 
ing it.  They  have  not  only  heard  the  sound,  bat 
they  have  in  part  enjoyed  the  substance.  They 
have  been  some  time  a  legislative  people.  Their 
emancipation  from  a  Territorial  goveritneot  will 
have  a  most  happy  influence  upon  the  morals, 
the  character,  and  the  intelligence  of  the  people^ 
Merit  will  soon  be  the  test  of  promotion,  and  a 
noble  emulation  will  check  an  inordinate  passion 
for  gain.  The  spirit  of  liberty  will  soon  animate 
every  bosom ;  and  the  mind  will  see  its  own  ea- 
largement.  It  will  increase  the  physical  force  of 
the  nation,  ao^sit  will  arm  the  ])eopIe  with  addi- 
tional weapons  of  self-preservation. 

Thus,  sir,  I  have  endeavored  to  prove  that  no 
serious  objection  can  be  urged  to  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  and  that,  by  its  passage,  you  extend  the 
blessing^  of  independence  to  a  large  and  respect- 
able Territory,  without  abridging  the  right  of 
others. 

Mr.  Q^uiNCY. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  address  you,  sir, 
with  au  anxiety  and  distress  of  mind,  with  me 
wholly  unprecedented.  The  friends  of  this  bill 
seem  to  consider  it  as  the  exercise  of  a  eommoa 
power;  as  an  ordinary  affair;  a  mere  municipal 
regulation  which  they  expect  to  see  pass  with- 
out other  questions  than  those  concerning  details. 
But,  sir;  the  principle  of  this  bill  materially  af- 
fects the  liberties  aud  rights  of  the  whole  people 
of  the  United  States.  ,To  me,  it  appears  that  it 
would  justify  a  revolution  in  this  country;  and 
that,  in  no  great  length  of  time,  may  produce  it 
When  I  see  the  zeal  and  perseverance  with 
which  this  bill  has  been  urged  along  its  Parlia- 
mentary path,  when  I  know  the  local  interests 
and  associated  projects,  which  combine  to  pro- 
mote its  success,  all  opposition  to  it  seems  mani- 
festly unavailing.  I  am  almost  tempted  to  lear^ 
without  a  struggle,  my  country  to  its  fate.    Batf 
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sir,  while  there  is  life,  there  is  hope.  So  long  as 
the  fatal  shaft  has  not  yet  sped,  if  Heaven  so  will 
it,  the  bow  may  be  broken,  nod  the  vigor  of  the 
miscbief-meditatiug  arm  withered.  If  there  be  a 
man  in  this  House,  or  nalioo,  who  cherishes  the 
CoDstituiioQ  Under  which  we  are  assembled,  as 
the  chief  stay  of  his  hope,  as  the  light  which  is 
destined  to  gladden  his  own  day,  and  to  soften 
even  the  gloom  of  the  grave,  by  the  prospect  it 
sheds  over  bis  children,  I  fall  not  behind  him  in 
sQch  seDtiments.  I  will  yield  to  no  man  in  at- 
tachment to  this  Constitution,  in  veneration  for 
the  sages  wiu)  laid  its  fouodations,  in  devotion  to 
those  principles  which  form  its  cement  aod  con- 
stitute its  proportions.  What,  then,  most  be  my 
feelings ;  what  ought  to  be  the  feelings  of  a  man 
cherishing  such  sentiments,  when  be  sees  an  act 
contemplated  which  lays  ruin  at  the  root  of  all 
these  hopes?  When  he  sees  a  principle  of  action 
about  to  be  usurped,  before  the  operation  of  which 
the  bands  of  this  Constitution  are  no  more  than 
flax  before  the  fire,  or  stobble  before  the  whirl- 
wind? When  this  bill  passes,  snch  an  act  is 
done,  aod  such  a  principle  usurped. 

Mr.  Speaker,  tnere  is  a  great  rule  of  human 
conduct,  which  he  who  honestly  observes  cannot 
err  widely  from  the  path  of  his  sought  duty.  It 
is,  lo  be  very  scrupulous  concerning  the  princi- 
ples you  select  as  the  test  of  your  rights  and  obli- 
gations; to  be  very  faithful  in  noticmg  the  result 
of  their  application  i  and  to  be  very  fearless  in 
tracing gnd  exposing  their  immediate  effects  and 
distant  consequeoces.  Under  the  sanction  of  this 
rule  of  conduct,  I  am  compelled  to  declare  it  as 
my  deliberate  opinion,  that,  if  this  bill  passes,  the 
bonds  of  this  Union  are  virtually  dissolved ;  that 
the  States  which  compose  it  are  free  from  their 
moral  obligations,  and  that,  as  it  will  be  the  right 
of  all,  so  it  will  be  the  duty  of  some,  to  prepare 
definitely  for  a  separation — amicably  if  they  can, 
violently  if  they  must. 
^  Mr.  QmNCT  was  here  called  to  order  by  Mr. 

I    PoWnEXTER. 

Mr.  QciNCT  repeated,  and  justified  the  remark 
he  bad  made,  which,  to  save  all  misapprehension, 
he  committed  to  writing,  in  the  fcilowtng  words: 
''If  this  bill  passes,  it  is  my  deliberate  opiniot> 
'  that  it  is  virtuallv  a  dissolution  of  this  Union ; 
'  that  it  will  free  the  States  from  their  moral  ob- 
'  ligation,  aod,  as  it  will  ))e  the  right  of  all,  so  it 
'will  be  the  duty  of  some,  definitely  to  prepare 
*  (or  a  separation,  amicably  if  they  can,  violently 
'  if  they  must." 

After  some  little  confusion, 

Mr.  PoiN DEXTER  required  the  decision  of  the 
Speaker  whether  it  was  consistent  with  the  pro- 
priety of  debate,  to  use  such  an  expression.  He 
^id  it  was  radically  wrong  for  aoy  member  to 
^^  arguments  going  to  dissolve  the  Government, 
and  tumble  this  body  itself  to  dust  and  ashes.  It 
^ould  be  found,  froq^  the  gentleman's  statement 
of  his  language,  that  he  had  declared  (he  right  of 

My  portion  of  the  people  to  separate 

Mr.ftDiifCY  wished  the  Speaker  to  decide,  for 
if  the  gentleman  was  permitted  to  debate  the 
question,  he  should  lose  one-half  of  his  speech*  ^ 


Mr.  PoiNn£XTEB  said  that,  by  the  interruptioa 
given  him,  he  perceived  the  galled  jade  winced. 
The  question  he  wished  to  propound  to  the  Chair 
was  this:  Whether  it  becompetent  in  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House  to  invite  any  portion  of  the 
people  to  insurrection,  and,  of  course,  to  a  disso* 
lution  of  the  Union? 

Mr.  Q.DIN0T.  And  I,  sir,  will  make  this  ques- 
tion :  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  a  member  to  state  the 
consequences  of  a  measure  which  appears  inju- 
rious to  him?  And  the  more  pregnant  the  mea^  ^ 
sure  is  with  evil,  is  not  the  duty  of  stating  it  tM 
more  imperious?  Such,  I  say,  will  be  the  con- 
sequences, aod  such  I  mean  to  prove 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER  wished  to  know  if  the  gentle^ 
man  had  any  more  right  to  debate  the  question 
than  he  had. 

Mr.  0^1  NCT  resumed  his  seati  and 

The  SpfiAKBR  decided  that  great  latitude  in 
debate  was  generally  allowed;  and  that,  by  way 
of  argument  against  a  bill,  the  first  part  of  the 
gentieman^s  observations  was  admissible ;  but  the 
latter  member  of  the  sentence,  viz:  "That  it 
^  would  be  the  duty  of  some  States  to  prepare  for 
^  a  separation,  amicably  if  they  can,  violently  if 
'they  must,"  was  contrary  to  the  order  of  de- 
bate. ; 

Mr.  Lewis  called  for  the  decision  of  another       ) 
question  of  order,  viz :  Whether  a  Delegate,  hold- 
ing a  seat  in  this  House  bjr  courtesy  alone,  with- 
out a  right  to  vote,  has  a  right  to  call  any  mem- 
ber of  the  House  to  order? 

Mr.  Newton  naked,  for  what  a  Delegate  was 
sent  here,  but  to  take  care  of  the  political  rights 
of  the  Territory  he  represented  ?  And  where  he 
conceived  them  to  be  affected,  as  in  this  case, 
be  had  certainly  the  same  rights  as  any  other 
member. 

The  Speaker  decided  against  Mr.  Lewis's  ap- 
peal to  order. 

Mr.  Macon  expressed  his  wish  that  the  gentle- 
man had  not  been  interrupted  in  his  speech,  al* 
though  no  one  was  more  averse  to  hearing  any- 
thing said  about  the  dissolution  of  the  Union  than 
he  was. 

Mr.  Wriqbt  wished  that  the  gentleman  should 
now  be  permitted  to  pursue  his  speech. 

The  Speaker,  however,  having  decided  Mr. 
^uinct's  observations  to  be  out  of  order — 

Mr.  Q^utNCT  appealed  from  his  decision,  and 
required  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  appeal. 

Mr.  BuRWfiLL^said,  that  the  members  of  the 
House  were  responsible,  not  to  the  House,  but  to 
the  people,  for  the  arguments  they  used  in  debate ; 
that  the  rules  of  the  House  only  applied  to  the 
order  and  facility  of  public  business,  and  not  to 
the  sentiments  expressed  In  debate.  Mr.  B.  said 
he  was  far  from  implying  an  approbation  of  the 
gentleman's  sentiments;  but  he  thought  they  were 
a  matter  altogether  between  himself  and  his  con- 
stituents. 

Mr.  QoLO  quoted  Jefferson's  Manual,  to  show 
that  whatever  was  said  in  debatoof  a  disorderly 
nature  should  not  be  noticed  until  the  person 
using  such  words  had  gone  through  with  his 
remarks. 
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Messrs.  Pitkin,  Sheppey,  Rbea.  aad  several 
-others,  rose  to  speak ;  but  the  Speaker  read  the 
role  which  precludes  debate  on  an  appeal  from 
the  Speaker'^i  decision. 

The  question  was  stated  thus :  "  Is  the  decision 
of  the  Speaker  correct?^  And  decided  as  fol* 
lows : 

TxAt — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Akton,  jun.,  Wil« 

*  liam  Anderson,  Dftvid  Bard,  William  T.  Barrj,  Adam 

*  Boyd,  Robert  Brown  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Claj, 
James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Findley,  Barzll- 
lai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  James  Ho]huid,Uacob 
Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas 
Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Alexander  McKim,  William  McKtnley,  John  Mont* 
gomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thom- 
as Newbold,  John  Nicholson,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyhra- 
nia,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  8sm- 
«el  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thomas 
Sammons,  John  A.  &k;udder,  l^beneser  Seaver,  Samuel 
Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
Henzy  Southard,  John  Thompson,  Charles  Turner,  jr., 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Richard  Winn, 
Robert  Witherspoon,  and  Robert  Wright — 53. 

Nats — Joseph  Allen,  Exekiel  Baoon,  Borwell  Bas- 
sett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel  Blais- 
deU,  William  A.  Bnrwell,  WiUiam  Butler,  John  Camp- 
hell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  Wm.  Chamberlin,  Epaph- 
roditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Daren- 

r>rt,  junior,  James  Emott,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack 
ranklin,  David  8.  Garland,  Charles  GoIdiAK>rough, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A.  HaTen,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebenexer 
Huntington,  Riehurd  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickeihacker,  Joseph  Lewis, 
km.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Vincent  Matthews,  Samuel  McKee,  William  Milnor, 
Samuel  L.  MitchUl,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas 
Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  junior, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jnn.,  EUsha  R.  Potter,  Lemuel  Saw- 

Sv,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Samuel  Smith, 
ichard  Stanford,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Stur* 
gea,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy, 
George  M.  Trouu,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  KUlian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  and  Laban  Wheaton— ^6. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Speaker  was  reversed  ; 
Mr.  CIcjinct'b  obserirations  were  declared  to  be 
vin  order ;  and  he  proceeded. 

^  I  rejoice,  Mr.  Speaker,  at  the  result  of  this  ap- 
peal. Not  from  any  personal  consideration,  but 
from  the  respect  paid  to  the  essential  rights  of  the 
people,  In  one  of  their  Representatives.  When  I 
spoke  of  a  separation  of  the  States  as  resulting 
from  the  yiolation  of  the  Constitution,  contem- 

Slated  in  this  bill,  I  spoke  of  it  as  of  a  necessity, 
eeply  to  be  deprecated ;  but  as  resulting  from 
causes  so  certain  and  obvious,  as  to  be  absolutely 
inevitable  when  the  effect  of  the  principle  is  prac- 
tically experienced.  It  is  to  preserve,  to  guard 
the  Cfonstitotiott  of  my  country,  that  I  denounce 
this  attempt.  I  would  rouse  the  attention  of  gen- 
tlemen from  the  apathy,  with  which  they  seem 
beset.  These  observations  are  not  made  in  a 
corner;  there  is  no  low  intrigue ;  no  secret  mach- 
inations. I  am  on  the  people's  own  ground — to 
them  I  appeal^  concerning  their  own  rights,  their 


own  liberties,  their  own  intent  in  adopiog  this 
Constitution.  The  voice  I  have  uttered,  at  which 
gentlenien  startle  with  such  agitation,  is  ooqo- 
friendly  voice.  I  intended  it  as  a  voice  of  wan- 
ing, oy  this  people,  and  by  the  event,  if  this  bill 
passes,  I  am  willing  to  be  judged,  whether  it  bt 
not  a  voice  of  wisdom. 

The  bill,  which  is  now  proposed  to  be  passed. 
has  this  assumed  principle  for  its  basis—toat  the 
three  branches  of  this  National  Gbreromeot, 
without  recurrence  to  conventions  of  the  people, 
in  the  States,  or  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  States, 
are  authorized  to  admit  new  partners  to  a  share 
of  the  political  power,  in  countries  out  of  the  ori- 
ginal limits  of  the  United  States.  Now.  this  as- 
sumed principle  I  maintain  to  be  altogether  with- 
out any  sanction  in  the  Constitution.  I  declare 
it  to  be  a  manifest  and  atrocious  usurpation  of 
power ;  of  a  nature,  dissolving,  accord iog  to  no- 
deniable  principles  of  moral  law,  the  obligatioDS 
of  our  national  compact ;  and  leading  to  all  the 
awful  consequences  which  flow  from  such  a  state 
of  things. 

Concerning  this  assumed  principle,  which  is  the 
basis  of  this  bill,  this  is  the  general  positioD  oa 
which  I  rest  my  argument — that  if  the  aothoritf. 
now  proposed  to  be  exercised,  l>e  delegated  to  the 
three  branches  of  the  Government,  by  virtae  of 
the  Constitution,  it  results  either  from  its  general 
nature,  or  from  its  particular  provisions.  1  shall 
consider  distinctly  both  these  sources,  in  relation 
to  this  pretended  power.  v 

Tooehinff  the  general  nature  of  the  instrument 
called  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutcs, there 
is  no  obscurity — it  has  no  fabled  descent,  like  the 
palladium  of  ancient  Troy,  from  the  heareos.  Its 
orifin  is  not  confused  bv  the  mists  of  time,  or 
hidden  by  the  darkness  of  past,  unexplored  ages; 
it  is  the  fabric  of  our  day.  Some  now  living,  had 
a  share  in  its  construction — all  of  us8|,uod  by,  and 
saw  the  rising  of  the  edifice.  There  can  be  o^ 
doubt  about  its  nature.  It  is  a^litical  conopact. 
By  whom?  And  about  what?  The  preamble 
to  the  instrument  will  answer  these  questions: 

**  We,  the  peojple  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
ibrm  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  jasticoi  insare do- 
mestic tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings 
of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do  ordain  and 
establish  this  Constitution,  for  the  United  Sutes  of 
America." 

It  is,  *<  we,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  for 
ourselves  and  our  posterity ;"  not  for  the  people  of 
Louisiana;  nor  for  the  people  of  New  Orleans, 
or  of  Canada.  None  of  these  enter  into  the  scope 
of  the  instrument;  it  embraces  only  "the  United 
States  of  America."  Who  those  are,  it  may  seem 
strange,  in  this  place,  to  inquire.  But  truly,  sir, 
our  imaginations  have,  of  late,  been  so  accustomed 
to  wander  after  new  settlements  to  the  very  end 
of  the  earth,  that  it  will  not  be  time  ill-spent  to 
inquire  what  this  phrase  means,  and  what  it  in- 
cludes. These  are  not  terms  adopted  at  hazard; 
they  have  reference  to  a  state  of  things  existing 
anterior  to  the  Constitution.  When  the  people 
of  the  present  United  States  began  to  contemplate 
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a  seTeraoce  from  their  oarent  State,  it  was  a  long 
tiaie  before  tber  fixed  defiDitely  the  Dame  by 
which  they  would  be  designated.  In  1774,  they 
called  ihemselves  "  th«  Colonies  and  Provinces 
of  North  America."  In  1775,  "the  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  Colonies  of  North  America." 
In  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  "  the  Repre- 
senutives  of  the  United  Sutea  of  America."  And 
fioallyi  in  the  Arttelea  of  Confederation,  the  style 
of  (he  confederacy  is  declared  to  be  **the  United 
States  of  America."  It  was  with  reference  to 
the  old  articles  of  confederation,  and  to  prefterve 
the  identity  and  eMablished  individuality  of  their 
character,  that  the  preamble  to  this  Constitution, 
not  content,  simply,  with  declaring  that  it  is  '^  we 
the  people  of  the  united  States,*'  who  enter  into 
this  compact,  adds  that  it  is  for  '^  the  United 
States  of  Ameritm."  Concerning  the  territory 
contemplated  by  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
in  these  geaeraX  terms,  there  can  be  no  dispute ; 
it  is  settled  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  included 
within  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  St.  Croix,  the 
lakes,  and  more  precisely,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
frontier,  having  relation  to  the  present  argument, 
viihin  ^a  line  to  be  drawn  through  the  middle 

*  of  the  river  Mimissippi,  until  it  interact  the  north- 
^  ernmost  part  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north 
'  latitude  to  the  river  Apalachicola,  thence  along 

*  the  middle  of  this  river  to  its  junction  with  the 
'  Flint  river,  thence  straight  to  the  head,  of  the  St. 
^  Mary's  river,  and  thence  down  the  St.  Mary's  to 
'  the  Atlantic  ocean." 

I  have  been  thus  particular  to  draw  the  minds 
of  gentlemen,  distinctly,  to  the  meaning  of  the 
terms  used  in  the  preamble ;  to  the  extent  which 
^^theUoited  States"  then  included;  and  to  the 
fact  that  neither  New  Orleans  nor  Louisiana 
were  within  the  comprehension  of  the  terms  of 
this  instrument.  It  is  sufficient  for  the  present 
branch  of  my  argument  to  say,  that  there  is  noth- 
iog  in  the  general  nature  of  this  compact  from 
which  the  power  contemplated  to  be  exercised  in 
this  bill  results.  On  the  contrary,  aa  the  intro- 
duction of  a  new  associate  in  political  power  im- 
plies, necessarily^,  a  new  division  of  power,  and 
cooseqoent  diminution  of  the  relative  proportion 
of  the  former  proprietors  of  it ;  there  can,  certainly, 
be  nothing  more  obvious,  than  that  from  the  gen- 
eral nature  of  the  instrument  no  power  can  result 
to  diminish  and  give  away  to  strangers  any  pro- 
portion of  the  ri^ts  of  the  original  partners.  If 
such  a  power  exist,  it  must  be  found,  then,  in  the 
particular  provisions  in  the  Constitution.  The 
qaestion  now  arising  is,  in  which  of  these  provi- 
Mons  is  given  the  power  to  admit  new  States,  to 
be  created  in  territories^  beyond  the  limits  of  th^ 
old  United  States.  It  it  exist  anywhere^  it  is 
either  in  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of 
the  Constitution,  or  in  the  treats-making  power. 
If  it  result  from  neither  of  these,  it  is  not  pretended 
to  be  found  anywhere  else. 

That  part  of  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  ar- 
ticle, on  which  the  advocates  of  this  bill  rely,  is  the 
following:  "  New.States  may  be  admitted,  by  the 
^  Congress,  into  this  Union  ;  but  no  new  States 
^  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within  the  jurisdic- 


'  tion  of  any  other  State,  nor  any  State  be  formed 
'  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more  States,  or  parts  of 

*  States,  without  the  consent  of  the  Legislatures  of 

*  the  Statesconcerned,as  well  as  of  the  Congress." 
— I  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  first  clause  of 
this  paragraph  has  been  read,  with  all  the  super- 
ciliousness of  a  grammarian's  triumph.  ^  New 
States  may  be  admitted,  by  the  Congress,  into 
this  Union."  Accompanied  with  this  most  con- 
sequential inquiry :  **  Is  not  this  a  new  State  to 
be  admitted  ?  And  is  not  here  an  express  author- 
ity ?"  I  have  no  doubt  this  is  a  full  and  satisfac- 
tory argument  to  every  one,  who  is  content  with 
the  mere  colors  and  superficies  of  things.  And  if 
we  were  now  at  the  bar  of  some  stall-fed  justice, 
the  ioouiry  would  insure  victory  to  the  maker  of 
it,  to  the  manifest  delight  of  *the  constables  and 
suitors  of  his  court.  But,  sir,  ^e  are  now  before 
the  tribunal  of  the  whole  American  people;  rea- 
sottinffconcernini?  their  liberties,  their  rights,  their 
Constitution.  These  are  not  to  be  made  the  vic- 
tims of  the  inevitable  obscurity  of  general  ternas ; 
nor  the  sport  of  verbal  criticism.  The  question 
is  concerning  the  intent  of  the  American  people, 
the  proprietors  of  the  old  United  States,  when 
thev  agreed  to  this  article.  Dictionaries  and 
spelling  books  are,  here,  of  no  authority.  Neither 
Johnson  nor  Walker,  nor  Webster  nor  Dilworth, 
has  any  voice  in  this  matter.  Sir,  the  question 
concerns  the  proportion  of  power,  reserved  by  this 
Constitution,  to  every  State  in  the  Union.  Have 
the  three  branches  of  this  Qovernnaent  a  right, 
at  will,  to  weaken  and  outweigh  the  influence,  re- 
spectively secured  to  each  State,  in  this  coinpact. 
by  introducing,  at  pleasure,  new  partners,  situate^ 
beyond  the  old  limits  of  the  United  States  ?  The 
question  has  not  relation  merely  to  New  Orieans. 
The  great  objection  is  to  the  principle  of  the  bill. 
If  this  bill  be  admitted,  the  whole  space  of  Lou- 
isiana, greater,  it  iz  said,  than  the  entire  extent  of 
the  old  United  States,  will  be  a  mighty  theatre, 
in  which  this  Qovernment  assumes  the  right  of 
exercising  this  unparalleled porwer.  And  it  will  be  \ 
there  is  no  concealment^  it  is  intended  to  be,  exer- 
cised. Nor  will  it  stop,  until  the  very  name  and 
nature  of  the  old  partners  he  overwhelmed  by  new 
comera  into  the  Confederacy.  Sir,  the  question 
goes  to  the  very  root  of  the  power  and  influence 
of  the  present  members  of  this  Union.  The  real 
intent  of  this  ariide  is,  therefore,  an  inquiry  of 
most  serious  import ;  and  is  to  be  settled  only  by 
a  recurrence  to  t^e  known  history  and  known  re- 
lations of  this  people  and  their  Constitution. 
These.  I  maintain,  support  this  position:  that  the 
terms  "  new  States,"  m  this  article,  do  intend  new 
political  sovereignties,  to  be  forined  within  the 
original  limits  of  the  United  States  ;  and  do  not 
intend  new  political  sovereignties  with  territorial 
annexations,  to  be  erected,  without  the  original 
limits  of  the  United  States.  I  undertake  to  sup- 
port both  branches  of  this  position  to  the  satifac- 
tion  of  the  people  of  these  United  States.  As  to 
any  expectation  of  conviction  on  this  floor,  I  know 
the  nature  of  the  ground ;  and  bow  hopeless  any 
arguments  are,  which  thwart  a  concerted  courae 
of  measures. 
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I  recur,  in  (he  first  place,  to  the  evidence  of 
history.  This  furnishes  the  following  leading, 
fact :  that  before,  and  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  this  Constitution,  the  creation  of  new  political 
sovereignties  within  the  limits  of  (be  old  United 
States  was  contemplated.  Among  the  records  of 
the  old  Congress  will  be  found  a  resolution,  pass- 
ed  as  long  ago  as  the  10th  day  of  October.  1780. 
contemplating  the  cession  of  unappropriated 
lands  to  the  United  S(ate8,accon¥panied  by  a  pro- 
vision that,  "  they  shall  he-  disposed  of  for  the 
'  common  benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  be 
'  settled   and  formed   into  disitinct   Republican 

*  States,  which  shall  become  members  of  the  Fed- 
'  eral  Union,  and  have  the  same  rights  of  sover- 
'  eignty,  freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  other 

*  States."  Afterward,  on  the  7th  of  July,  1786, 
the  subject  of  'Maying  out  and  forming  into 
States"  the  country  lying  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  came  under  the  consideration  of  the  same 
body;  and  another  resolution  was  passed  recom- 
mending to  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  (o  revise 
their  act  of  cession,  so  as  to  permit  a  more  eligi- 
ble division  of  that  portion  of  territory  derived 
from  her ;  *'  which  States,"  it  proceeds  to  declare, 
*^  shall  hereafter  become  members  of  the  Federal 
'Union,  and  have  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty, 
'  freedom,  and  indeT)endence,  as  the  original 
^  States,  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of 

*  Congress  of  the  10th  of  October,  1780."  All 
the  Territories,  to  which  these  resolutions  had 
reference,  were  undeniably  within  the  ancient 
limits  of  the  United  States. 

Here,  then,  is  a  leading  fact,  that  the  article 
in  the  Constitution  had  a  condition  of  things,  no- 
torious at  the  time  when  it  was  adopted,  upon 
^  which  it  was  to  act,  and  to  meet  the  exigency 
resulting  from  which,  such  an  article  was  requis- 
ite. That  is  to  say  ;  new  States,  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  United  States,  were  contemplated  at 
the  time  when  the  foundations  of  the  Constitu- 
tion were  laid.  But  we  have  another  authority 
upon  this  point,  which  is,  in  truth,  a  cotempora^ 
neous  exposition  of  this  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. I  allude  to  the  resolution,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  July,  1788,  in  the  words  following:, 

«  Whereas  application  has  been  lately  made  to  Con- 
gress by  the  Legtalatore  of  Virginia,  and  the  district 
of  Kentucky*  lor  the  admiasioa  of  the  said  district  into 
the  Federal  Union,  as  a  separa^  member  thereof  on 
the  terms  contained  in  the  acta  <Vtheaaid  Legislature, 
and  in  the  resolutions  of  the  said  "district,  relative  to 
the  premises.  And  whereas  Congress,  having  fully 
considered  the  subject,  did,  on  the  third  day  of  June 
last,  resolve  that  it  is  expedient  that  the  said  district 
be  erected  into  a  sovereign  and  independent  State 
and  a  separate  member  of  the  Federal  Union  ;  and  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  report  and  act  accordingly, 
which  committee,  on  the  second  instant,  was  discharg- 
ed, it  appearing  that  nine  States  had  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  lately  submitted  to  con- 
ventions of  the  people.  And  whereas  a  new  Confed- 
eracy is  formed  among  the  ratifying  States,  and  thera 
is  reason  to  believe  that  the  State  of  Virginia,  includ- 
ing the  said  district,  did,  on  the  25th  of  June  last,  be- 
eome  a  member  of  the  aaid  Confederacy :   And  wbere* 


as  an  act  of  Congress,  in  the  present  state  of  the  go?* 
emment  of  the  country,  severing  a  part  of  the  buA 
State  from  the  other  parts  thereof,  and  admitting 
into  the  Confederacy,  formed  by  the  articles  of  Cod- 
federation  and  perpetual  union,  as  an  independe&t 
member  thereof,  may  be  attended  with  many  inoonTe- 
niences,  while  it  can  have  no  e&ct  to  mwiit  the  stid 
district  a  separate  member  of  the  Federal  Uaios, 
formed  by  the  adoption  of  the  said  Constitution,  and 
theiefiire  it  must  be  manifestly  improper  for  CoogreiB 
assembled,  under  the  articles  of  Confisderation,  to  adopt 
any  other  measures  relative  to  the  premises  tbao  those 
which  express  their  sense,  that  the  said  district  ought 
to  be  an  independent  member  of  the  Union,  as  soon  as 
circumstances,  shall. permit  proper  xneaaoies  to  be 
adopted  for  that  purpose, 

"  Rtsolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress, relative  to  the  independency  of  the  dietrict  of 
Kentucky,  be  transmitted  to  the  Legislature  of  Virgi* 
nia,  and  also  to  Samuel  McDowell,  Esq^  late  Preii- 
dent  of  the  said  Convention  ;  and  U^t  the  said  Lcfis- 
lature,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  aaid  district  sjbn* 
said,  be  informed  that,  as  the  Constitution  of  tbe 
United  States  is  now  ratified,  Congresa  think  it  anad- 
visable  to-  adopt  any  farther  measnres,  for  admittisf 
the  district  of  Kentucky  into  the  Federal  Union,  as  a 
independent  member  thereof,  under  the  articles  of  Cos* 
federation  and  perpetual  union;  bat  that  Congmt, 
thinking  it  expedient  Chat  the  said  district  be  maib  i 
separate  State  and  member  of  the  Union,  as  boob 
after  proceedings  shall  commence  under  the  said  Con- 
stitution  as  circumstances  shall  permit,  recommend  it 
to  the  said  Legislature,  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  district,  so  to  alter  their  acts,  and  resolutions, 
relative  to  the  premises,  as  to  render  them  eooformable 
to  the  provitdons  made  in  the  aaid  Constitution,  to  the 
end  that  no  impediment  may  be  in  the  way  of  the 
speedy  accomplishment  of  this  important  business." 
y  In  this  resolution  of  the  old  Coog^ress,  it  is  ex-" 
pressly  declared,  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  having  been  adopted  by  nine 
States,  an  act  of  the  old  Congress  could  have  do 
effect  to  make  Kentucky  a  separate  member  of 
the  Union,  and  that,  although  they  thought  it  ex- 
pedient  that  it  should  so  be  admitted,  yet  that 
this  could  only  be  done  under  the  provisions  made 
in  the  new  constitution.  It  is  impossible  to  hare 
a  more  direct  coo temporaneou^^  evidence  that  the 
case  contemplated  in  this  article  was  that  of  the 
Territories  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States; 
yet  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
KIacon,)  for  whose  integrity  and  independence! 
have  very  great  respect,  told  us  the  other  day, 
that  '*  if  this  article  had  not  territories  withoot 

*  the  limits  of  the  old  United  States  to  act  upoo. 
'  it  would  be  wholly  without  meaning.   Because 

*  the  ordinance  of  the  old  Congress  had  secured 
'  the  right  to  the  States  within  the  old  United 

*  States,  and  a  provision  for  that  object,  io  the 
'  new  constitution,  was  wholly  unnecessary." 
Now,  I  will  appeal  to  the  gentleman's  own  can- 
dor, if  the  very  reverse  of  the  conclusion  he 
draws  is  not  the  true  one,  after  he  has  considered 
the  following  fact:  That,  by  this  ordinance  of 
the  old  Congress,  it  was  de^kred,  that  the  bound- 
aries of  the  contemplated  States,  and  the  terms 
of  their  admission,  should  be,  in  certaiq  partica- 
lars,  specified  in  the  ordinance,  subject  to  tbe  con- 
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trol  of  Coogress.-  How,  as  by  the  new  constitu- 
tioa  the  old  Congress  was  about  to  be  annihilated, 
it  wasabsolntely  necessary  for  the  very  fulfilment 
of  ihis  ordinance,  that  the  new  constitution  should 
have  this  power  for  the  admission  of  new  Slates 
withia  the  ancient  limits,  so  that  the  ordinance 
of  the  old  Congress,  far  from  showing  the  inu- 
tility of  such  a  provision  for  the  '  Territories 
within  the  ancient  limits,  expressly  proves  the 
rererse,  and  is  an  evidence  of  its  necessity  to  ef- 
fect the  object  of  the  ordinance  itself. 

I  think  there  can  be  no  more  satisfactory  evi- 
dence adduced  or  required  of  the  first  part  of  the 
position,  that  the  terms  '*  new  States"  did  intend 
new  political  sovereignties  within  the  limits  of 
the  old  United  States.    For  it  is  here  shown, 
that  the  creation  of  such  States,  within  the  terri- 
torial limits  fixed  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  had  been 
coDtempiated ;  that  the  old  Congress  itself  ex- 
pressly asserts  that  the  new  Constitution  gave 
the  power  for  that  object;  that  the  nature  of  the 
old  ordinance  required  such  a  power,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  its  provisions  into  effect,  and 
that  it  has  been,  from  the  time  of  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  unto  this  hour,  applied 
eiclusively  to  the  admission  of  States,  within 
ibelirDitsof  the  old  United  States,  and  was  never 
attempted  to  be  extended  to  any  other  object. 
•    Now,  having  shown  a  purpose,  at  the  time  of 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  sufficient  to  occupy  the  whole  scope  of 
the  terms  of  the  article,  ought  not  the  evidence 
be  ?ery  strong  to  satisfy  the  mind,  that  the  terms 
really  intended  something  else,  besides  this  obvi- 
ous purpose;  that  it  mav  be  fairly  extended  to 
the  eutire  circle  of  the  globe,  wherever  title  can 
be  obtained  by  purchase,  or  conquest,  and  the  new 
partners  in  the  political  power  may  be  admitted 
at  the  mere  discretion  pf  this  Legislature,  any 
where  that  it  wills.    A  principle  thus  monstrous 
is  asserted  in  this  bill. 
But.  I  think  it  may  be  made  satisfactorily  to 
Sssppear  not  only  that  the  terms  ''new  States"  in 
\jhis  article  did  mean  political  sovereignties  to  be 
lormed  within  the  original  limits  of  the  United 
States,  as  has  just  been  shown,  but,  also,  nega- 
tirely,  that  it  did  ,not  intend  new  political  sove* 
reign  ties,  with  territorial  annexations,  to  be  crea- 
ted without  those  original  limits.    This  appears 
first  from  the  very  tenor  of  the  article.    All  its 
limitations  have  respect  to  the  creation  of  States, 
'vithiQ  the  original  limits.    Two  States  shall  not 
be  joined;  no  new  State  shall  be  erected,  within 
,  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  State,  without  the 
consent  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  concern- 
ed as  well  as  of  Congress.    Now,  had  foreign  ter- 
ritories been  contemplated,  had  the  new  habits, 
customs,  manners,  and  language  of  other  nations 
been  in  the  idea  of  the  framers  of  this  Consiitu- 
tioQ,  would  not  some  limitation  have  been  devi- 
sed, lo  guard  against  the  abuse  of  a  power,  in  its 
nature  so  enormous,  and  so  obviously,  when  it 
o<iCttrred,  calculated  toexcite  just  jealousy  among 
the  States,  whose  relative  weight  would  be  $o  es- 
seotiallv  affected  by  such  an  infusion  at  once  of  a 
Q^s  of  foreigners  into  their  Councils,  and  into 


all  the  rights  of  the  country  7    The  want  of  all 
limitation  of  such  power  would  be  a  strong  evi- 
dence, were  others  wanting,  that  the  powers,  now 
about  to  be  exercised,  never  entered  into  the  im- 
agination of  those  thoughtful  and  prescient  men, 
who  constructed  the  fabric.    But  there  is  another 
most  powerful  argument  against  the  extension  of 
this  article  to  embrace  the  right  to  create  States 
without  the  original  limits  oi  the  United  States, 
deducible  from  the  utter  silence  of  all  debates  at 
the  period  of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, touching  the  power  here  proposed  to  be 
usurped.    If  ever  there  was  a  time,  in  which  th 
ingenuity  of  the  greatest  men  of  an  age  was  taxe 
to  find  arguments  in  favor  of  and  against  any  po- 
litical measure,  it  was  at  the  time  ot  the  adoption 
of  this  Coostitutiou.    All  the  faculties  of  the  hu- 
man mind  were,  on  the  one  side  and  the  other, 
put  upon  their  atmost  stretch,  to  find  th»real  and 
imaginary  blessings  or  evils,  likely  to  result  from 
the  proposed  measure.    Now  I  call  upon  the  advo- 
cates of  this  bill  to  point  .out,  in  all  the  debates  of 
that  period,  in  any  one  publication,  in  any  one 
newspaper  of  those  times,  a  single  intimation,  by 
friena  or  foe  to  the  Constitution,  approving  or 
censuring  it  for  containing  the  power,  here  pro- 
posed to  be  usurped,  or  a  single  suggestion  that 
It  might  be  extended  to  such  an  object,  as  is  now 
proposed.    I  dd^not  say  that  no  such  suggeation 
was  ever  made.    But  this  I  will  say,  that  I  do  not 
believe  there  is' such  an  one  anywhere  to  be 
found.    Certain  (  am,  I  have  never  been  able  to 
meet  the  shadow  of  such  a  suggestion,  and  I  have 
made  no  inconsiderable  research  upon  the  point. 
Such  may  exist— but  until  it  be  produced,  we  have 
a  right  to  reason  as  though  it  had  no  existence. 
No  sir.    The  people  of  this  country  at  that  day 
had  no  idea  of  the  territorial  avidity  of  their  suc- 
cessors.   It  was,  on  the  contrarv.  an  argument, 
urged  against  the  success  of  the  project,  that 
the  territory  was  too  extensive  for  a  Republican 
form  of  Uovernment.    But,  now  there  is  no 
limits  to  our  ambitious  hopes.    We  are  about  to 
cross  the  Mississippi.    The  Missouri  and  Red 
river  are  but  roads,  on  which  our  imagination 
travels  to  new  lands  and  new  States  to  be  raised 
and  admitted  (under  the  power,  now  first  usurp- 
ed) into  this  Union:  among  undiscovered  lands, 
in  the  west.    But  it  has  been  suggested  that  the 
Convention  had   Canada  in  view,  in  this  arti- 
cle, and  the  gentMnan  from  North  Carolina  told 
this  House,  tlm^pTmember  of  the  Convention,  as 
I  understood  him.  either  now,  or  lately  a  member 
of  the  Senate,  informed  him  that  the  article  had 
that  reference.    Sir,  I  have  no  doubt,  the  gentle- 
maa  from  North  Carolina  lias  had  a  communi- 
cation such  as  he  intimates.    But,  for  myself,  I 
have  no  sort  of  faith  in  these  convenient  recollec- 
tions, suited  to  serve  a  turn,  to  furnish  an  apology 
for  a  party,  or  give  color  to  a  project.    I  do  not 
deny,  on  the  contrary  I  believe  it  very  probable, 
that  among  the  coursings  of  some  discursive  and 
craving  fancy,  such  thoughts  might  be  started  ^ 
but  that  is  not  the  question.    Was  this  an  avowed 
object  in  the  Convention  when  it  formed  this  ar- 
ticle?   Did  it  enter  into  the  conception  of  the 
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peopte  when  its  principles  were  discussed  ?  Sir, 
11  did  not,  it  coald  not.  The  very  intention 
would  ha  ire  heen  a  disgrace  both  to  this  people 
and  the  ConTention.  What,  sir !  Shall  it  be  in* 
cimated;  shall  it  for  a  moment  t>e  admitted,  that 
the  noblest  and  purest  band  of  patriots,  this,  or 
any  other  couptry,  ever  could  boast,  were  enga- 
ged in  machinating  means  for  the  dismember- 
ment of  the  territories  of  a  Power  to  which  they 
had  pledged  friendship,  and  the  observance  of  all 
ih€  obligations  which  grow  out  of  a  strict  and 

erfect  amity?    The  honor  of  our  couqtry  for- 

ids  and  disdains  such  a  suggestion. 
But  there  is  an  argument  stronger,  even  than 
all  those  which  have  been  produced,  to  be  drawn 
from  the  nature  of  the  power  here  proposed  to  be 
exercised.  Is  it  possible,  that  such  a  power,  if  it 
had  been  intended  to  be  given,  by  the  people, 
should  b£  left  dependent  upon  the  effect  of  gene- 
ral expressions ;  and  such  too,  as  were  obviously 
applicable  to  another  subject ;  to  a  particular  exi- 
gency contemplated  at  the  time?  Sir,  what  is 
this  power,  we  propose  now  to  usurp?  Nothing 
less  tnan  a  power,  changing  all  the  proportion  of 
the  weight  and  inffue.nce,  possessed  by  the  po- 
tent sovereignties  composing  this  Union'.  A 
stranger  is  to  be  introduced  to  an  equal  share, 
without  their  consent.  Upon  a  principle,  pre- 
tended to  be  deduced  from  -the  Constitution — 
this  Government,  after  this  bill  passesj  may  and 
will  multiply  foreign  partners  in  power,  at  its 
own  mere  motion ;  at  its  irresponsible  pleasure ; 
in  other  words,  as  local  interests,  party  passions, 
or  ambitions  views  may  suggest.  It  is  a  power, 
that,  from  its  nature,  nevet  could  be  delegated ; 
never  was  delegated ;  and  as  it  breaks  down  all 
the  proportions  of  power  guarantied  6y  the  Con- 
stitution, to  the  States,  upon  which  their  essen- 
tial security  depends,  utterly  annihilates  the  mor- 
al force  of  this  political  contract.  Would  this 
people,  so  wisely  vigilant  concerning  their  rights, 
nave  transferred  to  Congress  a  power  to  balance, 
at  its  will,  the  political  weight  of  any  one  State, 
much  more  of  all  the  States,  by  authorizing  it  to 
create  new  States  at  its  pleasure,  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, not  pretended  to  be  within  the  scope  of  the 
Constitution  or  the  conception  of  the  people,  at 
the  time  of  passing  it  ? 

This  is  not  so  much  a  question  concerning  the 
exercise  of  sovereignty,  as  it  i^nrho  shall  be  sov- 
ereign. Whether  the  proprieB|of  the  good  old 
United  States  shall  manage  thm  own  affairs  in 
their  own  way;  or  whether  they,  and  their  Con- 
stitution, and  their  politfcal  rights,  shall  be  tramp- 
led under  foot  by  foreigners  introduced  through 
a  breach  of  the  Constitution.  The  proportion  of 
the  political  weight  of  each  sovereign  Slate,  con- 
stituting this  Union,  depends  upon  the  number  of 
the  States  which  have  a  voice  under  the  com- 
pact. This  number  the  Constitution  permits  us 
to  multiply  at  pleasure,  within  the  limits  of  the 
original  United  States;  observing  only  the  ex- 
pressed limitations  in  the  Constitution,  but  when 
tn  order  to  increase  your  power  of  augmenting 
this  number  you  pass  the  old  limits^  you  are  guilty 
of  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  in  a  fundamen 


tal  point ;  and  in  one  also,  which  is  totally  iDcon- 
sistent  with  the  intent  or  the  contract,  and  tbe 
safety  of  the  States,  which  established  the  asso- 
ciation. What  is  tne  practical  difference  to  die 
old  partners,  whether  they  hold  their  liberties  at 
the  will  of  a  master,  or  whether,  by  admitti&g 
exterior  States  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori- 
ginal States,  arbiters  are  coasti toted,  who  bf 
availing  themselves  of  the  contrariety  of  interests 
and  views,  which  in  such  a  confederacy  necessarily 
will  arise,  hold  the  balance  among  the  parties, 
which  exist  and  govern  us,  by  throwing  them- 
selves into  the  scale  most  conformable  to  their 
purposes  ?  In  both  cases  there  is  an  effective  des- 
potism. But  the  last  is  the  more  gallins,  as  we 
carry  the  chain  in  the  name  and  fait  of  freemen. 

I  nave  thus  shown,  and  whether  fairly,  I  an 
willing  to  be  judged  by  (he  sound  discretion  of 
the  American  people,  that  the  power,  proposed 
to  be  usurped,  in  this  bill,  results  neither  from 
the  general  nature,  nor  the  particular  provisions, 
of  the  Federal  Constitution ;  and  that  it  is  a  pal- 
pable violation  of  it  in  a  fundamental  point; 
whence  flow  all  the  consequences  I  have  inti- 
mated. 

But.  says  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
Rbea)  '*  these  people  have  been  seven  yesrx  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.'*  I  deny  11  Sir-ts 
citizens  of  New  Orleans,  or  of  Louisiaoajtbef' 
never  have  been,  and  by  the  mode  proposed  they 
never  will  be,  citizens  of  the  United  States.  They 
may  be  girt  upon  us  for  the  moment,  hot  no 
real  cement  can  grow  from- such  an  association. 
What  the  real  situation  of  the  inhabitants  of  those 
foreign  countries  is,  I  shall  have  occasion  to  show 
presently.  But,  says  the  same  gentleman,  ''If  I 
nave  a  farm  have  not  I  a  right  to  purchase  ano- 
ther farm  in  my  neighborhood,  and  settle  my  | 
sons  upon  it,  and  in  time  admit  them  to  a  share,  | 
in  the  management  of  my  household  ?"  Doubt- 
less, sir.  But  are  these  cases  parallel?  Are  the 
three  branches  of  this  Government  owners  of  this  i 
farm  called  the  United  States  ?  I  desire  to  tbank^^j 
Heaven,  they  are  not.  I  hold  my  life,  liberty/ 
and  property,  and  the  people  of  the  State,  from 
whicn  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  Representatire. 
hold  theirs,  by  a  better  tennre  than  any  this  Na- 
tional Government  can  give.  Sir,  I  know  your 
virtue.  And  I  thank  the  Great  Giver  of  erery 
good  gift,  that  neither  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, nor  his  comrades,  nor  any,  nor  all  the 
members  of  this  House,  nor  of  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  nor  the  good  gentleman  who 
lives  in  the  palace  yonder,  nor  all  combined,  can  « 
touch  these  my  essential  rights  and  those  of  mv 
friends  and  constituents,  except  in  a  limited  and 
prescribed  form.  No,  sir.  We  hold  these  by  the 
laws,  customs,  and  principles  of  the  Coinmon* 
wealth  of  Massachusetts.  Behind  her  ample  shield 
we  find  refuge,  and  feel  safety.  I  beg  geotleineD 
not  to  act  upon  the  principle  that  the  Commofl- 
wealth  of  Massachusetts  is  their  farm. 

But,  the  gentleman  adds,  *' what  shall  we  do, 
if  we  do  not  admit  the  people  of  Louisiana  iQt<> 
our  Union — our  children  are  settling  that  coun- 
try."   Sir,  it  is  no  concern  of  mine  what  he  i(i^  • 
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Because  his  ehildreo  bare  run  wild  and  uncovered 
into  the  woods,  is  that  a  reason  for  him  to  break 
into  my  house,  or  the  houses  of  ray  friends,  to 
filch  our  children's  clothes,  in  order  to  cover  his 
children's  nakedness  ?  This  Constitution  nevet 
was,  sod  never  can  be  strained  to  lap  over  all  the 
wilderness  of  the  West,  without  essentially  affect- 
ing both  the  rights  and  convenience  of  its  real 
proprietors.  It  was  never  constructed  to  form  a 
covering  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  Missouri,  and 
the  Red  River  country.  And  whenever  it  is  at- 
tempted to  be  stretched  over  them,  it  will  rend 
asunder.  I  have  done  with  this  part  of  my  argu- 
ment. It  rests  upon  this  fundamental  principle, 
that  the  proportion  of  political  power,  subiect  only 
to  the  internal  modifications  permitted  by  the 
Constitution,  is  an  inalieoable,  essential^  intan« 
gibie  right.  When  it  is  touched,  the  fabric  is  an- 
nihilated. For  on  the  preservation  of  these  pro- 
portions depend  our  rights  aud  liberties. 

If  we  recur  to  the  known  relations  existing 
among  the  States,  at  the  time  of  the  adootion  of 
this  Constitution,  the  same  conclusion  will  result. 
The  various  interests,  habits^  manners^  prejudices, 
education,  situation,  and  views,  which  excited 
jealoDsies  and  anxieties  in  the  breasts  of  some  of 
our  most  distinguished  citizens,  touching  the  re- 
salt  of  the  proposed  Constitutiou,  were  poteut  ob- 
stacles to  its  adoption.  The  immortal  leader  of 
onr  Revolution,  in  his  letter  to  the  President  of 
the  old  Congress,  written  as  President  of  the  Cod- 
vention  which  formed  this  compact,  thus  speaks 
00  this  subject:  'Mt  is  at  all  times  difficult  to 
'  draw  with  precision  the  line   between   those 

*  riehts  whick  must  be  surrendered  and  tho>e 

*  which  may  be  reserved ;  and  on  the  present  oc- 
'  casion,  this  difficulty  was  increased  by  a  differ- 
'  ence  among  the  several  States  as  to  their  situa- 

Jtion,  extent,  habits,  and  particular  interests." 
The  debates  of  that  period  will  show  that  the  ef- 
fect of  the  slave  votes,  upon  the  political  influ- 
ence of  this  part  of  the  country,  and  the  anticipa- 
ted variation  of  the  weight  of  power  to  the  West, 
were  subjects  of  great  jealousy  to  some  of  the 
best  patriots  in  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States* 
Sappow,  then,  that  it  had  been  distinctly  fore- 
seen, that,  in  addition  to  the  effect  of  this  weight, 
the  whole  population  of  a  world  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi was  to  be  brought  into  this  and  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  to  form  our  laws,  con- 
trol our  rights,  and  decide  our  destiny.  Sir,  can 
itbepretended  that  the  patriots  of  that  day  would 
for  one  moment  have  listened  to  it  7    They  were 

.not  madmen.    They  had  not  tnjrpr^  dpgyges  ^tjbe 

Thev  knew  the  nature  of 


^«  «.^«w.  of  his  combinations  in  politi- 
cal societies.  They  knew  that  when  the  weight 
of  particular  sections  of  a  confederacy  was  gre8tly|| 
uneqaat^  the  resulting  power  would  be  abused ; 
thatit  was  not  in  the  nature  of  man  to  exercise 
it  with  moderation.  The  very  extravagance  of 
the  intended  use  is  a  conclusive  evidence  against 
the  possibility  of  the  grant  of  such  a  power,  as  is 
here  proposed.  Why,  sir,  I  have  already  heard 
of  six  States,  and  some  say  there  will  be  at  no 
gteat  distance  of  time,  more.    I  have  also  heard 


that  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  will  be  far  to  the 
east  of  the  centre  of  the  contemplated  empire* 
If  the  bill  is  passed,  the  principle  is  recoffnis^ed. 
All  the  rest  are  mere  questions  of  expediency. 
It  is  impossible  such  a  power  could  be  granted. 
It  was  not  for  these  men  that  our  fathers  fought. 
It  was  not  for  them  this  Constitution  was  adopt* 
ed.  You  have  no  authority  to  throw  the  rights 
and  liberties,  and  property  of  this  people,  into  a 
^^  hotch-pot"  with  the  wild  men  on  the  Missouri, 
nor  with  the  mixed,  though  more  respectable  race 
of  Anglo- Hispano-Gallo  Americans,  who  bask 
on  the  sandsj  in  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  I 
make  no  objection  to  these  from  their  want  of 
moral  qualities  or  political  light  The  inhabi- 
tants of  New  Orleans  are,  I  suppose,  like  those  of 
all  other  countries,  some  good,  some  bad,  some  in- 
different. 

As  then  the  power  in  this  bill  proposed  to  be  ^ 
usurped,  is  neither  to  be  drawn  from  the  gene^l 
nature  of  the  instrument,  nor  from  the  clause  jusit 
examined,  it  follows,  that  if  it  exist  anywhere,  it 
must  result  from  the  treaty-making  power.  This  "^^^^ 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  fmr.  Rhea)  as- 
serts— but  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.MACoii)  denies;  and  very  justly.  For  what 
a  monstrous  position  is  this,  loat  the  treatv-mak- 
ing  power  has  the  competency  to  change  the  fun- 
damental relations  of  the  Constitution  itself! 
That  a  power  under  the  Constitution  should  have 
the  ability  to  chan|;e  and  annihilate  the  instru- 
ment from  which  it  derives  all  its  power — and 
if  the  treaty-making  power  can  introduce  new 
partners  to  (be  political  rights  of  the  States,  there 
IS  no  length,  however  extravagant,  or  inconsist- 
ent with  the  end,  to  which  it  may  not  be  wrested. 

The  present  President  of  the  United  States, 
when  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention  for 
adopting  the  Constitution,  expressly  declares  that 
the  treaty-making  power  nas  linoitations ;  and  he 
states  this  as  one,  *'  that  it  cannot  alienate  any  n, 
essential  right."  Now,  is  not  here  an  essential 
right  to  be  alienated  7  The  right  to  that  propor- 
tion of  political  power  which  the  Constitution 
has  secured  to  every  State,  modified  only  by  such 
internal  increase  of  States  as  the  existing  limits 
of  the  Territories  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution  permitted.  The  debates  of  that  ^ 
period  chiefly  turned  upon  the  competency  of 
this  power  to  bargain -a^ay  any  of  the  old  States. 
It  was  agreed,  at  that  time,  that  by  this  power  old 
States  within  the  ancient  limits  could  not  be  sold 
from  us.  And  I  maintain  that,  bv  it,  new  States 
without  the  ancient  limits  cannot  be  saddled  upon 
us.  It  was  agreed,  at  that  time,  that  the  treaty- 
making  power  "could  not  cut  off  a  limb."  And 
1  maintain,  that  neither  has  it  the  competency  to 
clap  a  hump  upon  our  shoulders.  The  fair  pro- 
portions devised  by  the  Constitution  are  in  both 
cases  marred,  and  the  fate  and  felicity  of  the  po- 
litical being,  in  material  particulars,  related  to  the 
essence  of  his  constitution,  affected.  It  was  never 
pretended,  by  the  roost  enthusiastic  advocates  for 
the  extent  ot  the  treaty-making  power,  that  it  ex- 
ceeded that  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  Yet,  I 
ask,  suppose  that  Monarch  should  make  a  treaty, 
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baying  for  their  object,  as  avowed,  and  as  giifaer- 
ed  from  their  nature,  an  alteration  in  theCoosti- 
tution,  to  enable  us  to  comply  with  the  stipula- 
tions of  that  Convention. 
^  I  will  add  only  a  few  words  in  relation  to  the 
moral  and  political  consequences  of  usurping  this 
power.    I  nave  said,  that  it  would  be  a  virtoal  y 
dissolution  of  the  Union ;  and  gentlemen  exprea 
great  sensibility  at  the  expression.    Bat  the  crae 
source  of  terror  is  not  the  declaration  I  hire 
made,  but  the  deed  you  propose.    Is  there  a  moral 
principle  of  public  law  better  settled,  or  more 
conformable  to  the  plainest  suggestions  of  reason, 
than  that  the  violation  of  a  contract  by  one  of  the 
parties  may  be  considered  as  exempting  the  other 
from  its  obligations?    Suppose,  in  private  life,^ 
thirteen  form  a  partnership,  and  ten  of  them  od- 
dertake  to  admit  a  new  partner  without  the  con- 
currence of  the  other  three,  would  it  not  be  at 
their  option  to  abandon  the  partnership,  after  so 
palpable  an  infringement  of  their  righu?   Hov 
much  more,  in  the  political  partnership,  where 
the  admission  of  new  associates,  without  premoi 
authority,  is  so  pre^ant  with  obvious  dangers 
and  evils !    Again :  it  is  settled  as  a  principle  of^ 
morality,  among  writers  on  public  law,  that  no ' 
person  can  be  obliged,  beyond  his  intent  at  the 
time  of  the  contract.    Now,  who  believes,  who 
dare  assert,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  people^ 
when  they  adopted  this  Constitution,  to  assign, 
eventually,  to  New  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  a  por' 
tion  of  their  political  power,  and  to  invest  ill  the 
people  those  extensive  regions  might  hereafter 
contain  with  an  authority  over  themselves  and 
their  descendants?    When  you  throw  theweieht 
of  Louisiana  into  the  scale,  you  destroy  the  polit- 
ical equipoise  contemplated  at  the  time  of  form- 
ing the  contract.    Can  any  man  venture  to  airm 
that  the  people  did  intend  such  a  compreheosioi^ 
as  you  now,  by  construction,  give  it ;  or  can  it  be 
concealed  that,  beyond  its  fair  and  acknowledged 
intent,  such  a  compact  has  no  moral  force?  K 
gentlemen  are  so  alarmed  at  the  bare  meniioo  of 
the  consequences^  let  them  abandon  a  measare 
which  sooner  or  later  will  produce  them.   Hov 
long  before  the  seeds  of  discontent  will  ripeD,flO 
man  can  foretell ;  but  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  QOt 
to  multiply  or  scatter  them.    Do  you  suppose  the 
people  of  the  Northern  and  Atlantic  Stales  will, 
or  ou^ht  to,  look  on  with  patience  and  see  Repre- 
sentatives and  Senators  from  the  Red  rirer  and 
Missouri  pouriog  themselves  upon  this  and  the 
other  floor,  managing  the  concerns  of  a  seaboird 
fifteen  hundred  miles  at  least  from  their  re^idepcei 
and  having  a  preponderancy  in  councils,  into 
which,  constitutionally,  ther  could  never  bare 

— , «  ww..^.  «,...»^  ...«,«, ......  w».  |/.«.^».  ^been  admitted?    I  have  no  hesitation  upon  this 

Minister  in  Russia,  then  a  member  of  that  body,  n[>oint.    They  neither  will  see  it,  nor  ought  to  see 


stipulating  that  Hanover  or  Hindostan  should 
have  a  right  of  representation  on  the  floor  of  Par 
liament,  would  such  a  treaty  be  binding?  No, 
sir;  nor,  as  I  believe,  if  a  House  of  Commons  and 
of  Lords  cotild  be  found  venal  enough  to  agree' 
to  it.  But  although  in  that  country  the  three 
branches  of  its  legislature  are  called  omnipotent, 
and  the  people  might  not  deem  themselves  justi- 
fied in  resistance,  yet  here  there  is  no  apology  of 
this  kind ;  the  limits  of  our 'power  are  distinctly 
marked;  and  when  the  three  branches  of  this 
Government  usurp  upon  this  Constitution  in  par- 
ticulars vital  to  the  liberties  of  this  people,  the 
deed  is  at  their  peril. 

^  I  have  done  with  the  Constitmional  argument. 
Whether  I  have  been  able  to  convince  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  I  am  ignorant — I  had  almost 
said  indifferent.    But  this  I  will  not  say,  because 

#  I  am,  indeed,  deeply  anxious  to  prevent  the  pas- 
8i%e  of  this  bill.  Of  this  I  am  certain,  however, 
that  when  the  dissension  of  this  day  is  passed 

y  away,  when  narty  spirit  shall  no  longer  prerent 
the  people  or  the  United  States  from  looaing  at 
the  principle  assumed  in  it,  independent  of  gross 
and  deceptive  attachments  and  antinathies,  that 
the  ground  here  defended  will  be  acknowledged 
as  a  high  Constitutional  bulwark,  and  that  the 
principles  here  advanced  will  be  appreciated. 

I  will  add  one  word,  touching  the  situation  of 
New  Orleans.  The  provision  of  the  treaty  of 
1803,  which  stipulates  that  it  shall  be  "^-admitted 
as  soon  as  possible."  does  not  therefore  imply  a 
violation  of  the  Constitution.  There  are  ways 
in  which  this  may  constitutionally  be  effected — 
by  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  or  by  refer- 
ence to  conventions  of  the  people  in  the  States. 
And  I  do  suppose,  that*  in  relation  to  the  objects 
of  the  present  bill,  (with  the  people  of  New  Or- 
leans,]) no  great  difficulty  would  arise.  Considered 
as  an  important  accommodation  to  the  Western 
States,  there  would  be  no  violent  objection  to  the 
measure.  But  this  would  not  answer  all  the  pro- 
jects to  which  the  principle  of  this  bill,  when 
once  admitted,  leads,  and  is  inteifded  to  be  ap- 
plied. The  whole  extent  of  Louisiana  is  to  be 
cut  up  into  independent  States,  to  counterbalance 
and  to  paralyze  whatever  there  is  of  influence  in 
^ther  quarters  of  the  Union.  Such  a  power,  I 
am  well  aware  that  the  people  of  the  States  would 
never  grant  you.  And  therefore,  if  you  get  it, 
the  only  way  is  by  the  mode  adopted  in  this  bill — 
by  usurpation. 

The  objection  here  urged  is  not  a  new  one.  I 
refer  with  great  delicacy  to  the  course  pursued  by 
any  member  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 

^  tore;  yet  I  have  it  from  such  authority  that  I 
have  an  entire  belief  of.  the  fact,  that  our  present 


when  the  Louisiana  treaty  was  under  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Senate,  although  he  was  in  favor 
of  the  treaty,  yet  expressed  great  doubts  on  the 
ground  of  constitutionality,  in  relation  to  our 
control  over  the  destinies  of  that  people,  and  the 
manner  and  the  principles  on  which  they  could 
be  admitted  into  the  Union.    And  it  does  appear 


that  he  made  two  several  motions  la  that  body,    of  eoncealment.    It  is  apparent  to  the  blindest 


it,  with  content.  It  is  the  part  of  a  wise  man  w 
foresee  danger,  and  to  hide  himself  This  great 
usurpation,  which  creeps  into  this  House  Qoder 
the  plausible  appearance  of  giving  content  to  thit 
important  point,  New  Orleans,  starts  up  a  gig>Q''^ 
power  to  control  the  nation.  Upon  the  acioii 
condition  of  things,  there  is,  there  can  bejOOQ^^ 
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isioo.  By  the  course  of  nature,  and  coDformable 
)  the  acknowledged  principles  of  the  CoDsiitu- 
OQ,  the  sceptre  of  power  in  this  country  is  pass- 
)g  towards  the  Northwest.  Sir,  there  is  to  this 
0  objection.  The  right  belongs  to  that  quarter 
f  the  country ;  enjoy  it ;  it  is  yours.  Use  the 
owers  granted  as  yc^  please ;  but  take  care,  la 
oar  haste  after  effectual  dominion,  not  to  oFer^ 
}ad  the  scales  by  heaping  it  with  these  new  a^« 
aisitions.  C^fasp  not  too  eagerly  at  your  put* 
9se.  In  your  speed  after  uoeootrolied  sway> 
ample  not  down  thisCoDstitotion. '  Already  the 
Id  States  sink  in  the  esitinaatioo  of  members, 
rhen  brought  into  comparison  with  these  new 
Duntries.  We  have  been  told,  that  ^'New  Or- 
gans was  the  most  important  point  in  the  Union." 
i  place  out  of  the  Union  the  most  important 
lace  within  it !  We  have  been  asked,  ^  What 
re  some  of  the  small  States,  when  compared 
rith  the  Mississippi  Territory  ?"  The  gentleman 
om  that  Territory,  (Mr.  Poindexteb^)  spoke 
De other  day  of  the  JBdnsissippi  as  "of  a  nigh 

oad  between" .     Good   heavens,   between 

rbat,Mr.  Speaker?  Why,  ^'The  Eastern  and 
Vestern  States."  So  that  ail  the  Northwe<t«rn 
territories,  all  the  conniriea  once  the  extreme 
restern  boundary  of  our  Union,  are  hereafter  to 
e  denominated  Kastern  States. 

[Mr.  PomoEXTBa  explained.  He  said  that  he 
lad  not  said  that  the  Mississippi  was  to  be.  the 
ouodary  between  the  Eastern  and  Western 
>tares.  He  bad  merely  thrown  out  a  hint,  that, 
0  erecting  new  States,  it  might  be  a  good  high- 
oad  between  the  States  on  its  waters.  Hts  idea 
lad  not  extended  beyond  the  new  States,  on  the 
iraters  of  (be  Mississippi.] 

I  make  no  great  point  of  this  matter.  The 
[entlemen  will  find,  in  the  National  Intelligencer, 
he  terms  to  which  I  refer.  There  will  be  seen, 
presume,  what  be  has  said,  and  what  he  has  not 
aid.  The  argument  is  not  affected  by  the  expla* 
latioo.  New  States  are  intended  to  be  formed 
M;|0Qd  the  MississippL  There  is  no  limit  to 
oeo's  imaginations,  OB  this  subieet,  short  of  Call- 
broia  and  Columbia  river.  When  I  said  XhmX 
he  bill  would  iusiify  a  revolncion,  and  would 
•roduee  it,  I  spoke  of  its  principle  and  its  praeti* 
a)  consequencee.  Ta  this  principle  and  those 
onsequences,  I  would  call  the  attention  of  this 
loQse  and  natton.  If  it  be  about  to  introduce  a 
ondition  of  things  ab^oltitely  insopportable,  it 
ecomes  wise  and  honest  men  to  anticipate  the 
vil,  and  to  warn  and  prepare  the  people  against 
beevet}t.  I  have  no  hesitation  on  the  sul^ect.j 
^he  extension  of  this  principle  to  the  States,  con4 
emplated  beyond  the  Misssissippi,  cannot,  will 
>ot,  and  ought  not,  to  be  borne.  And  the  sooner 
^e  people  contemplate  the.  unavoidable  result}^ 
>^e  better;  the  more  likely  that  convulsions  may 
^  prevented ;  the  more  hope  that  the  evils  may 
>«  palliated  or  removed. 

^r.  Speaker:  What  is  this  liberty  of  which  so 
nnch  is  said  ?  Is  it  to  walk  about  this  earth,  to 
wreathe  this  air,  and  to  partake  the  common^bless* 
Dgs  of  God's  providence  ?  The  beasts  of  the  field 
Qd  the  birds  of  the  air  unite  with  as  in  each 


privileges  as  these.  But  man  boasts  a  purer  and 
more  eiberial  temperature.  His  mind  grasps  in 
its  view  the  past  and  the  future,  as  well  as  the 
present.  We  live  not  iar  ourselves  alone.  That 
which  we  call  liberty,  is  that  principle  on  which 
the  essential  security  of  our  political  condition 
dependti.  It  results  from  the  limitations  of  oar 
political  system,  prescribed  in' the  Constitution. 
These  limitations,  so  long  as  they  are  faithfully  ob- 
served, maintain  order,  peace,  and  safety.  When 
they  are  violated  in  esbe'ntial  particulars,  all  the 
concurrent  spheres  of  authority  rush  against  each 
other,  and  disorder,  derangement,  and  convulsion 
are,  sooner  or  laterj  the  necessary  consequences. 
With  respect  to  this  love  of  our  Union,  con- 
cerning which  so  much  sensibility  is  expressed,  I 
have  no  fear  about  analyzing  its  natuxe.  There 
is  in  it  nothing  of  mystery.  It  depends  upon  the 
qualities  of  that  Unioai,  and  it  results  from  its 
effects  upon  our  and  our  country's  happiness.  -Ic 
is  valued  for  *^  that  sober  certainty  of  waking 
bliss^"  which  it  enables  us  to  realise.  It  grows 
out  of  the  affections,  and  Aas  not,  and  cannot  be 
made  to  have,  anything  universal  in  its  nature. 
Sir,  I  confess  it,  the  first  public  love  of  my  heart 
is  the  Commonwealth  or  Massachusetts.  There 
is  my  fireside;  there  are  the  tombs  of  my  actees- 
tors — 

.«<  Low  lies  that  land,  yet  blest  with  fmitftil  stores. 
Strong  are  her  sens,  though  rocky  are  her  shores ; 
And  none,  ah  X  none,  so  lovely  to  my  sight, 
Of  «U  the  lands  which  Heaven  o'erspreads  with  Ughft.*' 

The  love  of  this  Union  grows  out  of  this  attach- 
ment to  my  native  soil,  and  is  rooted  in  it.  I 
cherish  it,  because  it  affords  the  best  external  hope 
of  her  peace,  her  prosperity,  her  independence. 
I  oppose  this  bill  from  no  animosity  to  the  people 
of  New  Orleans,  but  from  the  deep  conviction 
that  it  contains  a  principle  incompatible  with  the 
liberties  and  safety  of  my  country.  I  have  no 
concealment  of  my  opinion.  The  bill,  if  it  passes^ 
ia  a  death4)lew  to  the  Constitution.  It  may,  af- 
terwards, linger ;  but  lingering,  its  fate  will,  at  no 
very  distant  period,  be  consummated. 

When  Mr.  CIdinct  had  concluded,  he  moved 
that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  iadefiaitely. 

Mr.  Qarlamd  said  he  had  a  report  to  maka, 
from  the  Commiuee  of  Enrolled  Bills,  of  a  con- 
fidential nature. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  lost. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
stangers  were  excluded  for  a  few  minutes. 

RELATIONE  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

When  the  doors  were  opened,  the  following 
Message,  received  in  the  course  of  the  day,  was 
read  : 

To  the  Senait  and  House  of 

RepruthUUives  of  tie  United  Siatee  : 

I  transmit  to  Oongress  copies  of  a  letter  from  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  8tate%  at  Lon- 
don, to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  of  another,  lirom 
the  same,  to  the  British  SecreUry  for  Foreign  Affains. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

JASVAmr  J9,  1811. 
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Mr.  Pinkoej  to  Mr.  Smith. 

Lovoov,  ybvember  6, 1810. 

■  81 B :  I  hava  pruented  «  second  note,  of  which  a 
copy  18  enclosed,  to  Lord  WeUeoleyy  on  the  suhiect  of 
tho  Orden  in  Council,  under  an  irapreeaon  that  the 
•tate  of  the  King*B  health  (lor  which  I  beg  to  refer  you 
to  the  paper  herewith  traneniitted)  did  not  rendw  it 
improper,  and  that  if  it  wac  not  improper  on  that  ac- 
count, it  was  indispensable  on  every  other. 

The  day  had  gone  by  when  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decroes  were  to  cease  to  operate,  according  to  the  com- 
munication made  by  the  Government  of  Prance  to  the 
American  Minister  at  Paris,  and  published  In  the  offi- 
cial journal  of  that  Government ;  and  yet  no  step 
whatever  had  been  taken,  or  upparently  thought  of; 
towards  the  revocation  of  the  British  orders.  I  had 
received  no  explanation  of  the  reasons  of  this  ba6k- 
wardneas,  and  no  such  assurance,  looking  to  the  future, 
as  could  justify  an  opinion,  that  it  would  not  continue. 
Lord  Wellcaley's  letter  of  the  )lst  of  August,  which  I 
bad  left  unanswered  till  sAar  let  of  November,  that  I 
might  stand  on  the  strongest  poosiMe  ground  when  I 
did  answer  it,  made  no  prolesaion  of  being  a  preseaat 
measure,  and  (though  from  obvious  motives,  I  have 
not  so  represented  it  in  my  note  to  him  of  the  third 
instant)  was  vague  and  equivocal  as  a  prospective 
pledge.  It  defined  nothing,  and  waa  so  fiir  from  war- 
ranting any  specific  expectation,  that  it  seemed  rather 
to  take  away  the  very  little  of  precision  which  belonged 
to  former  declarationB  on  the  same  point.  It  was 
highly  important  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
that  this  ambiguity  should  be  daared  atway,  vrith  all 
practicable  ex^dition,  and  if  it  could  not  be  removed, 
that  no  presumption  should  be  afibrdedof  a  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates  to  acquiesce  in  it 
My  note  to  Lord  WeUesley  was  written  and  delivered 
upon  these  inducements. 

In  the  King's  actual  situation,  the  Orders  in  Council 
can  scarcely  be  formally  recalled,  even  if  the  Cabinet 
are  so  inclined ;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  something 
may  not  be  done  (though  I  have  no  reason  to  think 
that  anything  will  be  done,)  which  may  be  productive 
of  immediate  advantage,  and  at  any  rate  prepare  the 
way  for  the  desired  repeat 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration,  sk, 
your  moat  obedient  humble  servant, 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

Hob.  Rosmt  Bnim,  Secretary  0/ State* 

P.  S.  This  letter  is  written  in  great  haste,  that  I 
may  send  it  to  Liverpool  by  this  evening's  mail. 

WM.  PINKNBY. 

Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Wellesley. 

GaxAT  CuxaxniiAVD  Plack,  Nov*  8,  ISIO. 

My  Loan :  In  my  note  of  the  85th  of  August,  I  had 
the  honor  to  state  to  your  Lordship,  that  I  had  received 
from  tiie  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  UoiUd  Statea, 
at  Paria>  a  letter,  dated  the  6th  of  that  month,  in  which 
he  informed  me,  that  he  had  received  from  the  French 
Government  a  written  and  official  notice,  that  it  had 
revoked  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  and  that,  af- 
ter the  first  of  November,  those  decrees  would  cease 
to  have  any  effect ;  and  I  expressed  my  confidence, 
that  the  revocation  of  the  British  Onfers  in  Council, 
of  January  and  November,  1607,  and  April,  1909,  and 
of  all  other  orders,  dependent  upon,  analogous  to^  or 
in  execution  of  them,  would  follow  oif  course. 

Your  Lordship's  reply,  of  the  31st  of  August,  to  that 
note,  repeated  a.declaration  of  the  Britiah  Minitter  in 


America,  made^  as  it  appears,  tp  the  Go^enuneat  of 
the  United  Sutes  in  February,  1808,  of  *•  His  Ma- 
jesty's earnest  demre  to  see  the  commerce  of  the  world 
restored  to  that  freedom  which  is  necessary  lor  its  pro»- 

Esrity,  and  his  readiness  to  abandon  the  system  which 
ad  been  forced  upon  him,  whenever  the  enemy  should 
retract  the  prinaples  whidi  bad  rendered  xt  necea- 
sary ;"  and  added  an  official  aasuranee.  Chat,  *'  when- 
ever the  repeal  of  the  Prendi  dtenea  aheold  have 
actually  taken  e£Eact,  and  the  eommeroe  of  neotiml  na- 
tiona  ahonld  have  been  lestoreJ  to  the  iwdiiiuu  in 
whieh  it  stood  pieviouly  to  the  promulgntioa  of  those 
decrees,  His  Mijeaty  weuld  leef  the  higheet  aetiafao- 
taon  in  relinquiidiing.  a  aystam  which  the  oeBdnct  eC 
the  enemy  compelled  him  to  adopL" 

Without  departing,  in  any  degree,  ^om  aajr  first 
opinion,  that  the  United  States  had  a  riglit  to  e^Mct, 
upon  eveiy  principle  of  iustice,  that  the  praapectiva 
revocation  of  ^e  French  decrees  would  be  immodiateiy 
followed  bv  at  least  i  like  revocation  of  the  orders  cl 
England,  I  must  remind  your  Lordship,  that  the  day 
has  now  passed  when  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  edicts,  as  communicated  to  your  Lordship,  ia 
the  note  above-mentioned,  and  published  to  the  whole 
world,  by  the  Government  of  France,  in  the  Manitnn' 
of  the  9th  of  September,  was,  by  the  terms  of  it,  to  take 
eflbd.  That  it  has  taken  effiMt,  cannot  be  doubted ; 
and  it  can  as  little  be  qaeationed,  that,  aeoonUag  to 
the  repeated  pl6dgea,  given  by  the  Britiah  Goremoient, 
on  this  point,  (to  say  nothing  of  various  other  powcf- 
fril  conaideratjona,)  the  prompt  wdingniahiwt  of  ^e 

2 atom,  to  which  your  Lordahip'a  reply  to  mty  note  of 
9  t^th  of  August  alludes,  is  indispenaaUe. 

I  need  scaro^y  mention  how  impoitant  it  is  to  the 
trade  of  the  United  States,  that  the  Groveouaeat  of 
GtOLi  Britain  should  loae  no  time  in  diadoaing  with 
frankness  and  precision  its  intentions  on  this  head. 
Intelligence  of  the  French  repeal  has  reached  America, 
and  commercial  expeditions  have  doubtless  been  found- 
ed upon  it.  It  will  have  been  taken  for  granted  that 
the  British  obstructions  to  those  expeditiona,  having 
thus  lost  the  stipport  which,  however,  inf ufiicient  in 
itself,  was  the  only  one  that  could  ever  be  claimed  for 
them,  have  been  withdrawn ;  and  that  the  eeaa  are 
once  more  restored  to  the  dominion  of  law  and  justice. 

I  persuade  myself  that  this  oonfidenoe  will  he  aoW 
stantially  justified  bf  the  event,  and  that  to  the  speedy 
recall  of  such  Orders  in  Council  aa  vraie  aaheeqoent 
in  date  to  the  decraaa  of  France,  wiQ  be  added  the  an- 
nulment of  the  anteeadent  order  to  which  nay  letter 
reapecting  blockadea  particularly  relates.  Bat  ii;  not- 
withstanding the  circumstanoaa  which  invite  to  such 
a  oourae^  the  Britiah  Government  ahall  have  detcr^ 
mined  not  to  remove  thoae  obatructions  with  all  prac- 
ticable prompitude,  I  trust'  that  my  Government  will 
be  appriaed,  with  ss  little  delay  as  possible,  of  a  deter- 
mination so  unexpected,  and  of  such  vital  oonoem  to  its 
|rigbts  and  interests ;  and  that  the  reasons  npon  whi^ 
tluit  determination  may  have  been  fin-med,  will  not  be 
withheld  from  it. 
^  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  oonaideratxon,  mj 
Lord,  your  Lordahip'a  moat  obedient  humble  aervant, 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. 

Tdssdat,  January  15. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  *'An  act  au- 
thorizing a  subscription,  on  the  part  of  the  Unir 
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ted  Slates,  to  tbe  stock  of  the  Obio  Canal  Com- 
pany," was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole  od  Friday  next. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  au- 
thorizing the  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain  quantity 
of  pablic  land  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Coaapany,"  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted 10  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  last  men- 
tioned. 

The  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
tbe  relief  of  the  heirs  of  the  late  Major  Qeneral 
Anthony  Waync^"  was  read  twice,  and  commie- 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to^-mortow. 

Mr.  Ket,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
twelfth  nktmo.  presented  a  bill  to  change  the 
name  of  Lewis'  Grant,  to  that  of  Lewis  Gh-ant 
Dandson. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  tbe  Senate  have  passed  four  bills,  with  the 
following  titles : 

^*  An  act  authorizing  the  surveying  and  making 
of  certain  roads  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  contem- 
plated by  the  treatv  of  Brownstown,  in  the  terri- 
tory of  Michtg;aa  r 

"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria  f 

"  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Potomac ;'' 
and 

"  Aa  act  to  incorporate  the  bank  of  Washing- 
ton;" to  which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

Four  Messages  were  receiyed  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

The  first,  tr&nsmftting  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
seolaiifes  reports  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 
City,  and  of  the  Surveyor  of  the  Public  Build- 
ings, on  tbe  subject  of  their  resolution  of  the  28th 
of  December  last. 

Second,  transmitting  to  Congress  an  account 
of  tbe  contingent  expenses  of  the  Qorernment  for 
ibe  year  1810. 

Tbird,  tranamitiwig;  to  Congress  a  report  from 
the  Surveyor  of  the  Public  Buildings,  velative  to 
the  progress  and  present  state  Of  them. 

The  foorth,  ie  as  follows: 

To  the  Hnae  ofReprtwttaHvet  of  the  United  8ti&te»  : 
I  tniMoiit  to  the  House  of  Repre8eiitati>ves  copies  of 
the  docmnents  referred  to  in  their  resohition  of  the 
fiKirth  instant  JAMBS  MA0ISON. 

JirDA&T  14,  18n. 

By  the  Pnndent  of  the  United  States. 

▲   PBOCLAMATIOlf. 

WasmsAs  by  the  ib«rth  sectioB  of  tfie  aoi  of  Con- 
SKn,  paiied  on  A«  fiiat  day  of  May,  1610,  entitled 
"Ad  aet  eoooendng  the  oommerdal  intefoovne  be- 
tween the  United  Stetes  and  Great  Britain  and  France 
*ad  thiir  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,"  it  is 
immded  "  that  in  case  either  Great  Britain  or  Fiance 
•hftU,  before  die  third  of  March  next,  so  modify  or  re- 
voke her  edicts  as  that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the 
nentnl  eommeree  of  the  Ufnlted  States,  which  fact  the 
Preeideat  of  the  United  SUtes  shall  declare  by  proda- 
matiDn,  and  if  the  other  nation  shall  not,  within  three 
ipontha  tbereafter,  eo  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  in 
like  manner,  then  the  third,  fourth,  flfth,  sixth,  seventh, 
«irbtb,  ninth,  tenth,  and  elghleeathsectionaof  tbe  apt, 
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entitled  'An  aet  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  th^  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
France  and  their  dependencies^  and  for  odier  pur- 
poses,' shall,  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  three 
months  from  the  date  of  the  proclamation  aforesaid, 
be  revived,  and  have  Ml  force  and  efiect  so  for  as  re- 
lates to  the  dominions,  coloniea,  and  dependencies,  and 
to  the  articles,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
the  dominions,  colonies,  and  dependencies  of  the  na- 
tion thus  refusing  or  neglecting  to  revoke  or  modify 
her  edicts  in  the  manner  aforesaid.  And  the  restric- 
tions imposed  by  this  aet  shall,  from  the  date  of  su^ 
proclamation,  cease  and  be  diMontinned  in  relation  to 
Am.  nation  revoking  or  modifying  her  decrees  in  the 
manner  aforesaid." 

And  whereas,  it  has  been  officially  made  knovrn  to 
this  Government  that  the  edicts  of  France  violating 
the  neoiral  commerce  of  the  United  States  have  been 
so  revoked  as  to  cease  to  have  effect  on  the  6r8t  of  the 

f  resent  month  :  Now,  therefore,  I,  Jixss  MADisoiry 
resident  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  proclaim 
that  the  said  edicts  of  France  have  been  so  revoked  as 
that  they  ceased,  on  the  said  first  day  of  the  present 
month,  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  and  that,  from  the  date  of  these  pre8ents,'*all 
the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  aforesaid  act  shall  cease 
and  be  discontinued  in  relation  to  France  and  her 
dependencies. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the 
United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  signed  <he 
r^^  1  same  with  my  hand,  at  the  dty  of  Washing- 
^  *  '^  ton,  this  second  day  of  November,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten,  and 
of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  thirty- 
fifth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
By  the  President : 
R.  Smith,  Seertiary  of  State. 

TaxAsuBT  DxFARTxxKT,  Nov,  6, 1810. 
Sia :  You  will  herewith  receive  a  proclamation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  announcing  the 
revocation  of  the  edicts  of  France  which  violated  the 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
restrictions  impoaed  by  the  act  of  May  first,  last,  ac- 
cordingly ceoee,  fiom  thb  day,  in  relation  to  France. 
French  armed  vessels  may,  therefore,  be  admitted  into 
the  harbors  and  waters  of  the  United  States,  anything 
in  that  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

It  also  foUowB,  that,  if  Great  Britain  shall  not,  on  the 
second  day  of  February  next,  have  revoked,  or  mod^ 
fied  in  like  manner  her  edicts  violating  the  neutral 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  the  thurd,  fourth,  filthy 
sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  and  eighteenth 
sections  of  the  ■'Act  to  interdict  the  commercial  inter- 
coune  between  the  United  Sutes  and  Great  Britain 

I  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other 
^purposes,"  shall,  ih  conformity  with  the  act  first  above 
mentioned,  be  revived,  and  have  full  force  and  e^et  so 
far  as  relates  to  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies, 

^rom  and  after  the  said  second  day  of  February  next. 
Unless,  therefore,  you  shall*  before  that  day,  be  o^ 
fidally  notified  by  this  Department  of  such  revocation 
or  modification,  you  will,  from  and  after  the  eaid  day, 
carry  into  effect  the  above  mentioned  sections,  whidi 
prohibit  both  the  entrance  of  British  vessels  of  every 
description  into  the  harbors  and  waters  of  the  United 
Stetes,  and  the  importation  into  the  United  Stetes  of 
any  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture,  of 
the  dominions^  coloniesy  and  dependeaciea  of  Gteat 
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Britain,  and  of  any  articles  whatever,  bronglit  from 
the  said  dominions,  colonies,  and  dependencies. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

To  the  Collector  of . 

The  Messages  and  docaments  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Coramittee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  |>resented  a  bill  supplemental  to  the 
act  concerning  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  aad 
France,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  Bill  supplementary  to  the  act  concerning  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^e.  That,  in  ca«e  Great  Britain  shall 
so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  as  that  they  shall  cease 
to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United  Stales, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  declare  the 
hct  by  proclamation,  and  such  proclamation  shall  be 
admitted  as  evidence,  and  i^o  other  evidence  shall  be 
admitted  of  such  revocation  or  modification  in  any 
anit  or  prosecution  which  may  be  instituted  under 
this  act,  or  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement. 
And  the  restrictions  imposed  or  which  may  be  im- 
posed by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  the  act  to  which  this  is 
a  supplement,  shall,  from  the  date  of  such  proclama- 
tion, cease  and  be  discontinued. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaeted^  That,  from  and 
after  t)ie  second  day  of  February  next,  in  case  the 
proclamation  aforesaid  shall  not  have  been  issued,  the 
entrance  of  the  harbors  and  waters  of  the  United 
States  and  the  territories  thereof  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  interdicted  to  all  ships  or  vessels  sailing  under 
the  flag  of  Great  Britain,  or  owned  in  whole  or  in  part 
by  any  citizen  or  subject  thereof;  vessels  hired,  char- 
tered, or  employed  by  the  Government  of  Great  Britain 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  canying  letteri  or  despatches, 
-and  also  vessels  forced  in  by  distress,  or  by  uie  dan- 
gers of  the  sea  only  excepted ;  and  if  any  ship  or  vessel 
sailing  under  the  flag  of  Great  Britain,  or  owned  in 
whole-  or  in  part  by  any  citizen  or  subject  thereof,  and 
not  excepted  as  aforesaid,  shall,  after  the  said  second 
day  of  February  next,  arrive  either  with  or  without  a 
cargo,  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  or  the 
territories  thereof,  such  ship  or  vessel,  together  vrith 
the  cargo,  if  any,  which  may  be  found  on  board,  shall 
be  forfeited,  and  may  be  seized  and  condemned  in  any 
court  of  the  United  States  or  territories  thereof,  having 
competent  jurisdiction. 

Skc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and 
after  the  second  day  of  February  next,  it  shall  not  b% 
lawful  to  import  into  the  United  States,  or  territories 
thereof,  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  whatever, 
from  any  port  or  place  situated  in  Great  Britain  0( 
Ireland,  or  in  any  of  the  colonies  or  dependencies  of 
Great  Britain,  nor  from  any  port  or  place  in  the  actual 
possession  of  Great  Britain ;  nor  shall  it  be  lawftil  to 
import  into  the  United  States  or  the  territories  thereof, 
from  any  foreign  port  or  place  whatever,  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise  whatever,  being  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
or  of  any  of  the  colonies  or  dependencies  of  Great 
Britain,  or  being  of  the  growth  produce  or  manufac- 


ture of  any  place  or  country  in  the  actual  poaacasion 
of  Great  Britain :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  afl!*ect  the  cargoes  of  ships 
or  vessels  wholly  owned  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States  which  had  cleared  for  any  port  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  prior  to  the  tenth  day  of  No- 
vember, eighteen  hundred  and  ten. 

Skc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  whenever 
any  article  or  articles,  the  importation  of  which  is  pro- 
hibited by  this  act,  shall,  after  the  second  daj  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  be  imported  into  the  United  States  or  the 
territories  theraof,  eontrary  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act,  or  diall,  afler  the  said  seoond  day 
of  February  next,  be  put  on  board  of  moj  ship  oc  ves- 
sel, boat,  raft,  or  carriage*  with  intention  of  importing 
the  same  into  the  United  States  or  the  territoiiei 
thereof,  all  such  articles^  as  well  as  all  other  articles,  on 
board  the  same  ship  or  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or  carriage, 
belonging  to  the  owner  of  such  prohibited  articiei, 
shall  be  forfeited;  and  the  owner  thereof  shall  more- 
over forfeit  and  pay  treble  the  value  of  such  articles. 

Sac.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  7*hat  if  any  arti- 
cle or  articles,  the  importation  of  which  is  prohibited 
by  this  act,  shall,  after  the  second  day  of  Febmaxy 
next,  be  put  on  board  of'Sny  ship  or  vessel,  hoat  rait, or 
carriage,  with  intention  to  import  the  same  into  the 
United  States  or  the  territories  thereof  contrary  to  the 
^e  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  and  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  owner  or  master  of  sudi  ship  or  ves- 
sel, boat,  raft,  or  carriage,  such  ship  or  vessel,  boat, 
raft,  or  carriage,  shall  be  fbifeited,  and  the  oivmer  and 
master  thereof  shall  moreover  each  forfeit  and  pay 
treble  the  value  of  such  articles. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  snjr  arti- 
cle or  articles,  the  importation  of  whidi  is  prohibited 
by  this  act,  and  which  shall  nevertheless  be  on  board 
any  ship  or  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or  carriage,  arriving  after 
the  said  second  day  of  February  next  in  the  United 
States  or  the  territories  thereof,  shall  be  omitted  in  the 
manifest,  report,  or  entry  of  the  master,  or  the  person 
having  the  charge  or  command  of  such  drip  or  vessel, 
boat,  raft,  or  carrisge,  or  shall  be  omitted  in  the  entry 
of  the  goods  owned  by  the  owner  or  consigned  to  the 
consignee  of  such  articles,  or  shall  be  imported  or 
landed,  or  attempted  to  be  imported  or  landed  vridiont 
a  permit,  the  same  peaaltias,ones,  andlbdaitaies,  shall 
be  incurred  and  may  be  recovered,  as  in  the  case  of 
similar  omission  or  omissiotts,  landing,  impmiatiott,  or 
attempt  to  land  or  import,  in  relation  to  articles  liaUe 
to  duties  on  their  importation  into  the  United  States. 

Sac.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  col- 
leptor,  naval  officer,  surveyor,  or  other  officer  of  the 
customs,  shall  have  like  power  and  authority  to  seise 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  contrary  to 
Uie  extent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  to  keep  the  same 
in  custody  until  it  shall  have  been  ascertained  whether 
the  same  have  been  forfeited  or  not,  and  to  enter  any 
ship  or  vessel,  dwalling-honae,  store,  buUdhig  or  other 
place,  for  the  purpose  of  searching  for,  and  seising  any 
such  goods,  wares,  and  merehandise,  which  he  or  they 
now  have  by  law  in  relation  to  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
diandise  subject  to  duty;  and  if  any  person  or  persons 
shaH  conceal  'or  buy  any  goods,  wares,  or  merdMn- 
dase,  knowing  them  to  be  liable  to  seizure  by  this  set, 
such  person  or  persons  shall,  on  conviction  thereef, 
forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  double  the  amount  or  value  of 
the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  so  concealed  or 
purchased. 

Sac.  8.  iliid  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any  veasal 
or  meirhandise  which  ahall  be  sei»d  pru«  to  the  lact 
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>eing  a«oerttined  whether  Oreet  Britain  shall,  on  or 
lefore  the  second  day  of  Febniary  next,  haye  revoked 
r  modified  her  edicts  in  the  manner  above-mentioned, 
aay  be  restored  on  application  of  the  parties,  on  their 
giving  bond  with  approved  sureties  to  the  United 
States,  in  a  sam  equal  to  the  value  thereof  to  abide 
he  dedaion  of  the  proper  court  of  the  United  States 
hereon^ and  any  tuch  bond  shall  be  considered  as 
isttiiied  if  Great  Britain  shall,  on  or  before  the  said 
econd  day  of  Febmax)'  next,  have  revoked  or  modi- 
ied  her  edicts  in  the  manner  above-mentioned. 
Ssc.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  vessel 
rhich  shall  have  departed  from  a  British  port  before 
tie  second  day  of  Fehruarj  next,  and  no  merchandise 
nported  in  soch  vessel  which  shall  have  been  put  on 
oaid  the  same  before  the  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
ent  of  the  United  States,  of  the  second  day  of  No- 
ember  last,  shall  have  been  known  at  such  port,  shall 
e  liable  to  seizure  or  fi»feiture  on  account  of  any  in- 
raction  or  presumed  infraction  of  the  provirions  of 
tiis  act,  or  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement. 

Sie.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  fol- 
»wiiig  additions  ahali  be  made  to  the  oath  or  affihna* 
ion  taken  by"  the  masters  or  penons  haying  the  charge 
ir  command  of  any  ship  or  vessel  arriving  at  any 
ort  of  the  United  Sutes  or  the  territories  thereof 
Act  the  second  day  of  February  next,  vix:  ^I  fiurther 
wear  (or  affirm)  that  there'  are  not»  te  die  best  of  my 
3iowl«dgo  and  belief^  on  board  (insert  the  denomina- 
ion  and  name  of  the  vessel)  any  goods,  wares,  or 
oerchandise,  the  importation  of  wMch  into  the  United 
Stales  or  the  territories  theseof,  is  prohibited  by  law; 
nd  I  do  farther  swear  Cor  affirm)  that  if  I  shall  here- 
iter  discover  or  know  of  any  such  goods,  wares,  or 
lercbaodise,  on  board  the  said  vessel,  or  which  shall 
tave  been  imported  in  the  same,  I  will  immediately 
ind  without  delay  make  due  report  thereof  to  the  col- 
ector  of  the  port  of  this  district. 

Ssc  11.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  lol- 
»wiDg  addition  be  made  after  the  seeond  day  of  Feb- 
uary  next  to  the  oath  or  affirmation  taken  by  import^ 
rs,  consigneea,  or  agents,  at  the  time  of  entering  goods 
Dportedinto  the  United  States  or  the  territories  Uiere- 
•r,  viz:  I  also  aweary  or  affirm,  that  there  are  not,  to 
he  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  among  the  said 
;oodi,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  or  consigned 
IS  aforesaid,  an^  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  the  im- 
portation of  which  into  the  United  States  or  the  terri- 
orics  thereof,  is  prohibited  by  law,  and  I  do  further 
wear,  or  affirm,  that  if  I  shall  hereafter  discover  or 
Aow  of  any  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
moog  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  or 
oosigned  as  aforesaid,  I  will  immediately  and  without 
leiay  report  the  same  to  the  collector  of  this  district 

Sic.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  penal- 
ies  and  forfeitures  incurred  under  this  act,  or  the  act 
9  which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  may  be  sued  for, 
■rosecuted,  and  recovered  with  cost  of  suit,  by  action  of 
'ebt,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or 
'7  indictment  or  information,  in  any  court  having 
Ampetent  jurisdiction  to  try  .the  same;  and  such  pen- 
dtiM  and  forfeitures  may  be  examined,  mitigated,  or 
emitted,  in  like  manner  and  under  the  like  conditions 
ind  restrictions,  as  are  prescribed,  authorized,  and 
iirected  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  fbr 
litigating  or  remitting  the  forfeitures,  penalties,  and 
lisabiJities  accruing  in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned, 
•u«ed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1797,  and  made  perpetual 
7  «&  act  passed  the  11th  day  of  February,  1800. 


8xc.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  part  of  the  land  or  naval  forces  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  any  part  of  the  militia  of 
any  State  or  Territory,  in  the  actual  service  of  the 
United  States,  to  make  seizure  of  any  vessel  or  meiw 
chandise  liable  to  seizure  and  forfeiture  by  reason  of 
any  infraction  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  of  the 
act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement.  And  in  case  of 
any  such  seizure  made  within  the  waters  of  the  United 
States,  or  within  the  boundaries  of  any  district  of  ttie 
United  States,  that  portion  of  the  forfeiture  arising 
from  such  seizure,  which,  according  to  exiating  laws^ 
would  have  accrued  to  the  United  States,  shaU,  after 
deducting  the  duties  payable  to  the  United  States  on 
the  importation  of  the  merchandise  thus  forfeited,  be 
distributed  among  the  persons  making  such  seizure,  ih 
such  proportions  as  may  be  directed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  and  if  such  seizure  shall  be 
made  without  the  boundaries  of  any  district  of  the 
United  States,  the  whole  of  the  forfeiture  arising  from 
such  seizure  shall,  after  deducting  the  duties  payabla 
on  the  importation  of  the  merchandise  thus  forfeited^ 
be  distributed  in  the  manner  aforesaid. 

Sbc.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Th^i  the  por^ 
tion  of  all  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  which  may  be 
incurred  by  reason  of  any  infraetion  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  or  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  and 
which  portion,  according  to  existing  laws,  accrued  to  Aa 
United  States,  in  all  cases  other  than  Uiose  provided 
for  by  the  last  preceditig  section  of  this  act,  after  de-> 
ducting  the  du^es  payable  to  the  United  States  on  the 
importation  of  the  merchandise  thus  forfeited,  shall  be 
distributed  in  the  following  n^anner :  that  is  to  say, 
one-half  of  the  residue  of  the  said  portion,  after  de- 
ducting the  duties  aforesaid,  shall  be  given  to  the  in- 
spector or  inspectors  or  to  the  captain  and  crew  of  the 
revenne  cutter  Or  vessel  making  the  seizure :  and  the 
other  half  of  the  said  residue  shall,  in  cases  where 
there  is  an  informer,  not  being  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  he  given  to  such  informer,  and  in  cases 
where  there  is  no  such  informer,  shall  be  given  to  the 
collector,  to  be  apportioned  amongst  the  collector,  naval 
officer,  and  surveyor,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provi- 
ded by  law  for  the  distribution  of  one-half  the  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures  accruing  by  reason  of  infractions  of 
the  laws  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  the  importation 
of  merchandise  into  the  United  States;  and  in  all  cases 
whatever  the  other  half  shall  be  distributed  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  already  provided  by  law. 

Sxc.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  all 
cases  of  seizure  of  merchandise  in  any  district  adja- 
cent to  the  colonies  or  possessions  of  a  foreign  nation, 
made  on  account  of  any  infraction  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  or  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement, 
it  shall  be  necessary  for  the  claimant  or  claimants  to 
prove  that  the  merchandise  thus  seized  was  legally 
imported  into  the  United  States,  and  that  the  duties 
payable  on  the  importation  of  the  same  had  been  paid 
or  secured  to  be  paid,  and  in  failure  of  making  such 
proof,  the  merchandise  thus  seized  shall  be  forfeited. 

Sxc.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is  author- 
ized to  hire,  arm,  and  employ,  seventy-five  vessels,  not 
exceeding  in  tonnage  one  hundred  and  thirty  tons 
each,  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
so  many  seamen  as  shall  be  necessary  to  man  the 
same  for  immediate  service,  in  enforcing  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  on  the  seacoasl  thereof,  and  to 
the  same  from  the  service  of  the  United  State* 
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whenever  he  i^ell  deem  the  eeme  expedient :  Pronded^ 
however,  That  such  fainng  or  employing  thall  not  be 
tor  a  term  exceeding  one  year. 

Sae.  17.  And  be  it  fiiriher  etuuied^^  That»  ibr  en- 
abling the  President  of  the  United  Btatee  to  cany  into 
eliiectthe  sixteenth  section  of  thie  act  the  ram  of——-, 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
appropriated* 

MIDDLESEX  CANAL. 

Mr.  ftuiMCT  presented  a  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Middlesex  Cannl  Com- 
pany, in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  praying  Con- 
Sess  to  authorize  a  subscription,  on  the  part  of 
e  United  States,  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  said 
Company,  and  that  the  saia  subscription  may  be 
paid  for  in  public  lands;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Seaver,  Mr.  Emott,  and  Mr.  Gooowyn, 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows : 

BosTOir,  Dee,  7,  1810» 
To  the  hanorahU  Senate  and  House  of  Rtpreeentativea 
of  the  United  States,  in  Congreae  aeeembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  pniprieton  of  the  Middlesex 
canal,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts*  is  respectfully  ad- 
dressed, to  explain  the  grounds  of  their  petition  to 
Congress  the  last  session,  and  to  state  mose  Ailly  the 
relations  which  the  works  they  hsTO  executed,  those 
they  have  undertaken,  and  those  to  wKich  the  nature 
of  the  countiy  in  the  same  direction  invites  their  en- 
terpiise,  have  to  the  public  proiperity,  and  the  good 
policy  of  the  Union. 

The  great  utility  of  canals,  and  their  beneficial  in« 
fluence  on  the  prosperity  of  an  agricultural,  maau&o* 
taring,  and  commercial  people,  so  long  experienced 
among  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  »o  often  admowl- 
edged  by  their  Governments  in  the  patronage  afibrded 
to  the  projectors  of  them,  and  even  in  their  own  en- 
terprises of  a  similar  kind,  cannot  be  unknown  to  your 
honorable  body ;  and  the  attention  which  the  subject 
has  already  received  from  the  National  Legislature, 
with  the  importance  justly  given  to  it  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  his  able  report  to  the  Senate  in  the 
year  1808,  may,  it  is  presumed  by  your  memorialists, 
•anction  th^  appearing  before  you  on  this  occasion. 

Your  memorialists,  in  common  with  other  oompa- 
Bies  formed  for  similar  purposes,  have  hitherto  failed 
of  reaping  the  advantages  due  to  their  enterprise, 
though  the  community  at  large  has  already  derived 
from  Uieir  exertions  great  benefits,  without  risk  and 
without  cost.  In  the  completion,  therefore,  of  an  en- 
terprise, which  the  public  is  so  directly  concerned  in, 
your  memorialists  hope  they  may  look,  without  disap- 
pointment, for  the  fostering  aid  of  the  Government,  to 
whose  paternal  care  the  nation's  best  interests  are 
confided,  especially  as  the  assistance  prayed  for  will  be 
reoprocally  beneficial. 

The  origin  and  purpose  of  the  Middlesex  canal  is 
already  known  to  your  honorable  body,  by  the  report  of 
the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury.  Your  memorialists, 
therefore,  forbear  to  trespass  on  your  attention  with 
unnecessary  details,  and  will  only  so  far  offer  a  general 
and  brief  description  of  their  canal  and  its  dependen- 
cies, as  may  seem  to  be  at  this  time  necessary. 

The  river  Merrimack  (which  is  connected  with  Bos- 
ton harbor  by  the  Middlesex  canal)  takes  its  rise  in  the 
western  mountains  of  New  Hampshire,-  about  thirty 


miles  Prom  ConnecHcot  river,  and  in  ha  oovree  aonth- 
ward,  passing  through  a  rich  and  populooa  district,  ro» 
twelves,  about  the  centre  of  the  Stete,  an  equally  copi- 
ous stream  from  the  Lake  Winotpimochee,  «ad  other 
interior  waters  connected  therewith.  The  shores  ef 
these  lakes  are  not  less  dian  two  hundred  miles  in  ex- 
tent, and  are  generally  surrounded  with  good  lands, 
rai^dly  settling,  but  still  bearing  great  quantities  ef 
oak  and  pine  timber  of  the  largest  size,  and  of  a  supe- 
rior quality.  From  this  junetion  of  the  two  hranchea, 
at  the  distance  of  ninety  miles  from  Boston,  the  river 
continues  its  course  souttiward,  parallel  with  the  leading 
roads  of  the  country,  tffl  it  reaches  a  point  in  theBtata 
of  Massachusetts,  five  milea  within  the  bonadary  hue, 
near  where  the  Middlesex  canal  commnnic&tea  thcra* 
with,  at  the  distance  of  twenty-seven  aaHea  firtn 
Boston. 

In  its  cettree,  tte  canal  is  led  over  seven  nvers  and 
streams,  by  aqueducts.  It  is  often  carried  «b  deep 
meadows  by  high  embaidanents,  and  through  exten- 
sive ledges  of  foeks ;  it  is  supplied  with  wnl«r  freai 
Concord 'river*  wUeh  ^pens  into  it  five  m3es  frsm 
the  Merrimack,  <m  one  aide,  andtweaty-iwo  from  Bas- 
ton  on  the  other.  Prom  thence  the  M  to  t^  Msni* 
mack  is  thirty-one  foet,  by  four  stone  locks ;  and  toward 
Boston  one  hundred  and  eeven  foot,  hj  eevcnteea 
locks*  The  general  indth  of  the  canal  io  tfairtjr  feel 
on  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  twenty  at  the  bottste. 
It' is  calculated  to  carry  boats  -seventy-five  feet  kmg, 
nine  and  a  half  feet  wide,  drawing  three  feet  of  vrater, 
carrying  twenty-five  tons,  drawn  by  one  hone,  cob- 
dncfed  by  two  men;  passing  the  wbele  diatsLBce  af 
twenty  •seven  miles  in  one  day.  It  alee  eonvsrys  fs^ 
of  timber,  lumber,  and  fire  wood,  five  hundred  feet  in 
length,  with  one  horse,  or  a  pair  of  oxen,  attesaded  bj 
five  men. 

The  expense  of  eondueting  a  raft  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  tons  of  timber,  through  the  canal,  Hfcay  be  e» 
timated  and  compared  with  land  carriage  aa  follows: 

Five  men's  wages  and  maintenance,  ibor  daje  -  ^St 
One  pair  of  exan,  four  days  -  -  •  .  S 
Toll  ninety  cents  per  ton  on  160  lens        -         •    Itt 


If  the  ssme  wiere  transported  by  land  catriage,  it  would 

require— 
Seventy-five  teams  of  ^re  cattle,  at  ^  a  day,  4  dayi^ 

is  $1S  a  team,  amounting  to  -  -  ^900  00 
Seventy-five  men,  at  $1  a  day,  4  days  .  300  00 
Expense  of  each  team,  at  $1  83      -        -  99  75 


The  same  by  water  carriage,  as  above  stat- 
ed, being     .---.. 

Makes  a  saving  to  the  owner  or  the  public 
of 

The  expense  of  conveying  100  tons  of  mer- 
chandise, by  60  teams  of  6  cattle  each, 
to  the  distance  of  fifty  miles,  or  as  far  aa 
the  boats  now  ascend  the  Merrimack 
from  Boston,  may  be  estimated  at  ^15 


9l,S99  7$ 
160  00 


$1,139  74 


per  ton,  amounting  to  - 


To  transport  the  same  quantity  by  boats, 
cost  $7  a  ton,  or  - 

Making  a  saving  on  100  tons,  or  6  boats, 
of        >        •        ^       •        •        •        • 


-   f  1,500  00 


790  00 


$800  00 
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And  if  ike  adTmnta^at  of  haviiig  m  many  men  and 
cattle,  thoa  liberated  from  unprodQctive  labor,  employ- 
ed in  acricaltore,  and  other  productive  avoeation«,  be 
conMdertdy  the  pablic  still  gains  in  a  much  greater 
Tatio. 

Although  in  the  year  1804,  when  the  caaal  was 
completed  to  the  banks  of  Charles  river,  opposite  the 
town  of  Boston,  at  the  distancse  of  less  than  a  mile 
therefrom,  the  indaceraents  to  persevere  appeared  in 
as  strong  a  light  as  when  they  first  excited  the  propri- 
etors to  the  enterprise ;  and,  although  the  union  of  so 
great  a  river  and  country,  with  a  metropolis  where  the 
produce  of  the  interior  might  find  a  market  or  an  on^ 
letf  seemed  still  to  promise  ultimate  suocess  and  remu- 
neration, yet  much  remidned  to  be  done,  both  to  over- 
come the  obstructions  existing  in  the  river  Merrimack, 
and  to  lead  thf  public,  tong  habituated  to  land  carriage, 
and  totally  inexperienoed  in  th#  use  of  eauils^  to  turn 
iu  attention  to  this  great  accommodation.  And  so 
much  embarraasment  had  arisen,  inconsequence  of  the 
death  of  some  of  the  assoeiates,  whose  widows  and 
children  becoming  holders  of  shares,  were,  with  others 
of  the  proprietors,  uniMe  to  sustain  the  burdfn  of  far- 
ther tssesaments,  adequate  to  the  expense  of  the  addi- 
tional worka  requisite  on  said  river,  that  your  memo- 
rialists were  nnable  to  command  funds  for  the  execu- 
tion of  said  works.  The  income  of  the  principal  canal, 
though  increasing,  has  been  insufficient  for  the  cur- 
nut  oxpenaea,  the  repairs,  and  necessary  improve- 
ments tbeieon. 

This  great  work  might  long  have  remained  in  this 
ataCe,  but  for  the  assistance  obtained  from  the  Legisla- 
tpre  of  Massachusetts,  which,  by  granting  to  the  corpora- 
tion two  townships  of  eastern  land,  enabled  and  induced 
^e  proprietors  to  undertake  some  of  the  improvements 
necessary  to  the  extension  of  inland  navigation,  as  ori- 
ginally contemplated.  These  works,  now  construct- 
ing, under  eeitain  aots  of  incorporation,  prindpally 
with  the  funds  borrowed  on  the  credit  of  the.  lands 
abo  veHaealioned,  consist  of  locks,  dams,  and  canals,  in 
three  places,  via:  in  Merrimack,  Dumbarton,  and  Bow. 
They  must  necessarily  coot  considerably  more  than  the 
ssid  land  is  expected  oven  to  bring.  And,  in  <^er  to 
Bske  the  Middlesex  canal  g6odproperty>  and  as  exten- 
sively useful  to  the  public  as  it  is  capable  of  being, 
other  works  more  interior  ought  to  be  accomplished ; 
especially  between  the  lakes  above-mentioned,  and 
Merrimaick  river,  to  pass  a  number  of  falls  not  less  to- 
gether than  two  hundred  and  thirty  lectin  perpendicu- 
lar height  But  such  is  the  fertility  of  this  district,  and 
M  great  the  quantity  of  excellent  timber,  which  the 
puUic  would  thereby  save  from  destruction  by  tae  in 
clearing  the  land,  that  ample  remuneration  may  be  con- 
fidently eocpected. 

The  articles  also  of  beef,  pork,  flaxseed,  ashes,  grain. 
And  various  others,  which,  on  account  of  the  distance, 
tad  the  want  of  good  roads,  cannot  now  be  brought  to 
t  market,  or,  if  brought,  are  consumed  by  the  expeniies 
attending  the  land  carriage,  would  become  of  sufficient 
ralne  to  excite  a  spirit  of  general  industry  even  in 
the  most  remote  and  iwcultivated  parts  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

Nor  do  these  observations  apply  only  to  the  shores 
of  the  lakes,  and  the  country  to  the  north,  but  may, 
with  eqaal  propriety,  be  extended  to  the  counties  lying 
to  the  northwest,  to  which  these  extensive  waters  and 
the  western  branch  of  the  river  would,  with  some  im- 
provements, affi>rd  this  cheap  and  convenient  mode  of 
-tonveyanoe.   Your  memorialisti,  fearful  of  trespassing- 


too  fitf  on  the  time  and  attention  of  your  honozaUe 
bpdy,  refer  to  a  map  of  New  Hampshure  to  show  the 
extensive  water  communications  that  might  be  made 
with  the  canal,  not  mentioned  herein,  and  hasten  to 
state  the  general  relations  and  advantages  likely  to  re- 
sult from  the  assistance  for  which  they  have  petitioned 
the  National  Government  The  immediate  effeot  of 
•uoh  assistance  would  be  to  increase  the  national 
strength  and  wealth,  by  giving  value  to  millions  of  tone 
of  timber  now  considered  an  encumbrance  to  the 
ground ;  to  enhance  the  value  of  land  for  agricultural 
purposes,  by  providing  a  cheap  mode  of  conveying  ita 
produce  to  market,  while  the  inhabitants  of  the  coast 
will  be  more  abundantly  and  cheaply  supplied ;  to  give 
advantages  to  commerce,  by  enabling  the  merchant  to 
find  cargoes  at  such  rates  as  would  enable  him  to  ex* 
poit  them  profitably,  and  build  his  ships  at  less  cost; 
to  augment  the  population  of  that  part  of  the  country, 
and  enable  the  inhabitants  to  receive  articles  of  foreign 
growth  and  origin,  now  become  necessaries  of  life,  bjr 
boat  navigation,  on  better  terms  and  in  greater  quanti- 
ties, thereby  encouraging  and  increasing  the  importer 
tion,  and  consequently  the  revenuee  of  the  General 
Government  The  easy  communication  with  the  in- 
terior, which  the  propoeed  woriu  will  affi>rd,  will  be 
the  means  of  essentially  strengthening  the  frontier  in 
a  quarter  where  it  is  now  most  weak  and  vulnerable, 
and  will  attach  the  inhabitants  in  that  direction  still 
more  to  the  Union,  by  a  sentiment  of  increasing  intoi^ 
est ;  our  ports  becoming  more  and  more  the  source  of 
this  accommodation,  and  the  vent  of  the  produce  of 
their  industiy,  Tho  canal  will  also  be  the  medium  of 
supplies  to  the  navy  yard  at  Charleatown,  of  the  best 
material  of  ev«iy  iund  for  repairing  or  building  ship^ 
or  for  completing  the  wharves  and  docks  which  it  may 
be  found  nece«aiy  to  oonstruct  there ;  and  it  is  con- 
ceived it  will,  in  this  alone,  save  the  United  States 
thousands  of  dollars  yearly,  and  enable  its  agents  to 
obtain  from  the  interior  every  spar  and  every  article, 
not  excepting  iron  and  copper,  which  may,  in  the  event 
of  hoatilities,  be  wanted  for  ships  of  war. 

Your  memorialists  would  fruther  beg  leave  to  remark, 
that  the  provisions  of  the  act  which  has  already  passed 
the  honorable  Senate,  are  such  that,  while  they  may 
affi>rd  the  proprietors  of  t)i«  Middlesex  canal  the  assist- 
ance thev  need  to  complete  and  cany  into  effisct  the 
great  and  beneficial  purposes  originally  contemplated, 
by  purchasing  a  portion  of  their  interest,  the  Govern- 
ment disposes  of  an  unproductive  property  in  lands, 
investing  the  proceeds  in  an  institution  endowed  with 
perpetual  privileges,  which,  to  be  soon  profitable,  re- 
quires but  efficient  aid ;  and  which,  firom  its  very  sita- 
ation,  cannot  bo  rivalled,  and  must  be  progressive ;  so 
that,  in  a  few  years,  the  Government  may,  if  occasion 
should  require,  sell  the  shares  it  may  hold  for  money. 

Your  memorialists,  convinced  that  the  views  they 
have  herein  taken  of  their  enterprise,  in  relation  to  the 
public  interests,  are  well  founded,  cannot  but  believe 
that  your  honorable  body  will  be  of  opinion  that  this 
is  one  of  those  occasions  alluded  to,  m  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  which  the  resources 
of  Government  may,  with  the  greatest  effect  and  pro- 
priety, be  brought  in  aid  of  private  enterprise  in  pwlic 
improvements.  And  they  are  encmuraged  to  antici- 
pate this  result,  from  the  deliberations  of  your  honon, 
the  more  confidently,  as  it  will  have  been  made  to  ap- 
pear, that  the  Middlesex  canal  was  undertaken  and 
executed  in  the  faith,  that  so  important  a  part  of  the 
water  communication  yrith  this  larg«  and  fertile  teiri- 
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toiy  being  effected,  a  just  sense  of  the  great  advantage 
to  result  therefrom  would  stimulate  the  people  to  the 
formation  of  companies  for  clearing  the  obstructions  of 
the  river  Merrimackt  and  for  executing  the  other  ne- 
cessary works  detailed  in  this  memorial ;  or  that  Grov- 
emment  would  be  induced  to  take  the  shares,  original- 
ly reserved,  whenever  a  representation  of  these  advan- 
.tages,  to  an  extensive  district  of  country,  should  be 
made  to  your  honorable  body,  and  thus  afford  the  aid 
necessary  to  bring  into  activity  resources  so  important 
to  the  growth  of  the  Union.  But  the  want  of  an  ave- 
nue of  easy  communication  with  the  seacoast,  having 
placed  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  people  most  immedi- 
ately interested  in  New  Hampshire,  to  raise  funds  suf- 
ficient for  the  purposes  herein  contemplated ;  and  men 
of  moneyed  capital  in  the  seaports,  with  «nly  partial 
views  of  the  subject,  having  been  deterred  by  the  hith- 
erto unproductive  state  of  the  Middlesex  canal,  from 
engaging  in  similar  enterprises,  it  is  only  then  from  the 
more  enlarged  views  of  an  enlightened  Government 
that  the  wishes  of  your  memorialists,  in  relation  to 
their  object,  can  be  realized. 

They  have,  therefore,  thought  they  might  reiterato 
their  appeal  to  Congress  on  the  merits  of  their  peti- 
tion, which  has  been  iavoraUy  received  by  the  Senate, 
at  the  last  session  of  that  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
persuaded  they  are  addressing  those  who  cannot  fail 
of  feeling  an  interest  in  this,  and  all  other  coni*ems 
touching  the  internal  improvements  of  the  United 
States. 

AARON  DEXTER, 

Prtaident  of  the  Corporation. 

JOHN  C.  JONES, 

First  Vice  President. 

BENJAMIN  JOY, 

Second  Vice  President 

WILLIAM  GRAY, 
WILLIAM  PAYNE, 
EBENEZER  OLIVER, 
JOSEPH  HALL, 
BENJAMIN  WELD, 
JOSEPH  COOLIDOE,  Jr. 
C.  GORE, 
R.  SULLIVAN, 
JOHN  L.  SULLIVAN, 

Agent  of  the  Corporation* 

ORLEANS  TERRITORY. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  people  of  Orleans  Territory 
to  elect  a  conveotion  to  form  a  constitution  pre- 
paratory to  its  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  free 
and  independent  State — Mr.  Q^uincy's  motion 
for  indefinite  postponement  still  under  considei;^- 

tlOD. 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTER. — Mf.  Speaker :  II  is  with  ex- 
treme reluctance  that  I  claim  the  indulgence  of 
the  House,  to  participate  iu  the  discussion  of  the 
subject  now  under  consideration.  I  should  deem 
it  not  only  useless  but  inexcusable  to  trespass  on 
your  time,  and  delay  the  final  question  on  the 
passage  ot  the  bill  before  you,  but  for  the  novel 
and  extraordinary  aspect  which  has  been  given 
to  the  debate  by  an  honorable  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  CluiifCY.)  The  tendency  of  the 
remarks  made  by  that  gentleman  is  manifestly 
hostile  to  the  best  interests  of  the  nation,  and  cal- 
culated toexcitCj  80  far  as  their  influence  extends^ 


^Diree^on. 


a  spirit  of  rerolt  among  the  people  of  the  Uoited 
Slates.  I  cannot,  therefore,  forbear  to  enter  mf 
protest,  in  the  only  form  Constitutionally  pro- 
vided for  the  peculiar  situation  which  I  occopj 
on  this  floor,  against  the  establishment  of  princi* 
pies  fraught  with  such  disastrous  consequences. 
But,  sir,  as  various  objections  have  been  made  to 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  as  I  profess  to  bi 
friendly  to  its  general  objects.  I  «ball  endeiror  to 
give  some  of  these  objections  a  concise  esamioft" 
tion  before  I  proceed  to  notice  the  obserraiioas 
of  the  gentleman  from  Masaaehusetts. 

It  has  been  contended  by  an  honorable  gentle 
man  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Pitkin,)  thfttinas- 
much  as  the  western  limits  of  Louisiana  remaiit 
irodtfined,  the  State  to  be  formed  of  the  preheat 
Territory  of  Orleans  would  extend  it8ja^isdi^ 
tion  over  the  province  of  Texas,  to  Rio  Bravo, 
and  down  that  river  to  its  confluence  with  tht 
sea,  so  as  to  include  the  Bay  of  St.  Bernard,  aod 
the  whole  extent  of  country,  supposed  by  tbe 
American  Government  to  be  transferred  by  iht 
French  Republic  under  the  name  of  LouiMaoa. 
This  circumstance,  it  is  alleged,  will  enable  the 
Government  of  the  new  State  to  invoWe  ibe 
United  States  in  war,  for  the  establishoQeot  ef 
the  most  western  boundary,  to  which  we  have 
asserted  a  claim.  The  gentleman  has  himself 
referred  to  a  fact  which,  in  my  estimation,  far- 
nishes  a  suflkient  answer  to  this  objection.  He 
admits,  that  the  northern  boundary  of  tiieStat«^ 
of  Massachusetts  was  never  definitely  estabiisbed 
until  commissioners  were  app<yinted  bf  the  Got* 
ernment  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States, 
to  ascertain  what  was  the  true  river  6t.  Croii. 
Anterior  to  that  «vent  it  was  uncertiin  howf» 
ocfth  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts  extended; 
bui  the-  most  scrupulous  advocates  for  State  sor* 
ereignty  never  imagined  that  the  State  coald  de- 
cide  its  own  boundaries,  and  call  upon  the  geo- 
eral  Government  to  support  that  decision  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet.  The  difficulty  was  adja^t- 
ed  by  amicable  negotiation,  and  the  rirer  de^ig• 
nated  by  the  two  nations  became  the  permaDent 
boundary  of  the  State.  Can  the  gentleman  dis* 
tinguish  that  case  from  the  one  which  ezisuas 
to  the  western  boundary  of  Louisiana?  By  ibe 
second  section  of  the  bill,  it  is  provided,  that  the 
State  shall  be  composed  of  all  that  part  of  ibe 
territory  or  country  ceded  under  ihename  (^l^- 
isiana  by  the  treaty  made  at  Paris  on  the  30tfl 
day  of  April,  1803,  between  the  Uoited  States 
and  France,  ^^nov>  contained  vnthin  the  IM' ¥ 
the  Territory  of  Orleans^  except  thai  part  \pH 
west  of  the  river  Iberville,  and  a  line  to  bedrava 
along  the  middle  of  the  lakes  Maurepas  sod  Pod* 
chartrain  to  the  ocean."  The  Territory  of  Of 
leans  is  limited  indefinitely  by  the  western  bouo- 
darv  of  Louisiana ;  but  by  an  arrangeoient  made 
in  the  Autumn  of  1806,  between  the  Commaoder-- 
in>Chief  of  the  American  Army  and  the  Con;* 
mander  of  the  Spanish  forces  in  that  quarter,  it 
was  agreed  that  for  the  present  the  Spaoiar"' 
should  not  cross  the  Sabine,  and  that  the  Amer- 
ican settlements  should  not  extend  to  that  rif^^ 
To  carry  this  arrangement  into  efiect,  the  Oo^' 
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ernmeot  of  the  United  States  has  giren  instruc- 
tioos  that  the  pablic  latids  should  not  be  disposed 
of  west  of  a  meridian  passinv  bjr  Natchitoches. 
BeyoDd  that  line  I  am  inclined  to  believe  the  Ter- 
ritorial Government  of  Orleans  has  not  yet  ex- 
tended its  authority.  It  follows,  therefore,  by  a 
fair  coDstructioQ  of  the  section  to  which  I  have 
referred,  that  the  State  to  be  form_td  of  that  ter- 
ritory will  be  conhoea  witnin  the  same  limits, 
until  by  an  act  of  the  General  Government  the 
western  boundary  of  the  cession  shall  be  finally 
adjusted.  It  belongs  exclusively  to  the  high  con- 
tractiog  parties,  to  render  that  certain,  which  by 
the  deed  of  cession  is  equivocal,  and  whatever 
line  they  may  consent  to  establish  as  the  western 
extremity  of  the  country  ceded  under  the  name 
of  Louifiana  will  constitute  the  permanent  limit 
of  the  State,  whether  it  extends  to  Rio  Bravo  or 
the  Sabine,  or  a  meridian  passing  by  Natchitoches. 
This,  sir,  is  conformable  with  usage.  The  south- 
ern boundary  of  Georgia  was  fixed  by  the  Treaty 
of  ihe27ih  day  of  October,  1795,  with  the  King 
of  Spain ;  and,  b)[  the  Treaiy  of  1794  with  Great 
Britain,  the  true  river  St.  Croix  was  determined. 
In  these  instances,  the  Stages  whose  interests 
were  involved,  existed  prior  to,  and  were  parties 
in,  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution ;  and 
yet  no  one  ever  questionei  the  right  of  the  Gov- 
ernmeot  of  the  United  States  to  settle  the  line  of 
demarcation  between  them  and  the  colonies  of 
Great  Britain  and  Spain.  I  put  it  to  the  candor 
of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  to  say  whe- 
ther the  difficulty  which  he  suggests,  is  not  en- 
tirely removed  by  a  reference  to  the  practice  of 
the  Government  on  these  occasions,  similar  in 
their  nature  to  the  present,  and  differing  only  in 
circumstances  ^w^hich  rendered  them  more  favor- 
able to  the  interposition  of  State  authorities. 

But,  sir,  it  is  said,  that  the  rights  of  State  sov- 
ereignty ought  to  be  withheld  from  the  people  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans  because  a  majority  of 
the  population  is  composed  of  emigrants  from 
France,  and  the  descendants  of  Frenchmen — 
that  among  these,  there  exists  a  predominant  at- 
tachment to  the  Ciovernraent  of  France.  I  shall 
not  attempt  to  controvert  the  fact,  that  there  are 
individuals  of  wealth  and  influence  in  that  Ter- 
ritory, who,  from  early  habits  and  education,  have 
imbibed  a  strong  predilection  for  French  laws, 
customs,  and  manners.  No  lapse  of  time,  no 
change  of  situation,  can  obliterate  the  impressions 
which  the  mind  receives  from  early  precept  and 
example.  Is  it  to  be  expected  that  a  people  whose 
laws  and  usages,  from  time  immemorial,  have 
l>een  materially  different  from  those  which  con- 
stitute the  rule  of  conduct  in  this  country,  and 
whose  ignorance  of  our  political  institutions  re- 
sults frooa  the  very  nature  of  the  Government 
onder  which  they  have  lived,  can  suddenly  trans- 
fer their  affections  from  that  system  of  jurispru- 
dence which  has  been  handed  down  from  their 
ancestors,  to  a  Government  whose  laws  they  do 
not  understand,  either  in  theory  or  in  practice? 
Such  a  transition  cannot  be  reconciled  without 
the  aid  of  practical  experience,  by  which  the 
hlessiogi  of  oar  free  Constitution  are  demonstra- 


ted in  the  security  which  it  affords  tu  the  life|. 
liberty,  and  property  of  the  citizen.  How  far 
the  original  mhabitants  of  Louisiana  are  liable 
to  the  charge  of  French  partiality  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say ;  but  I  believe  them  to  be  an  orderly 
class  of  society — well  disposed  towards  the  Gov-^ 
emment  of  the  United  States.  Those  who  man- 
ifest the  greatest  regard  for  France  are  to  be 
found  amongst  the  emigrants,  whose  views  and 
expectations  carry  them  beyond  the  simplicity  of 
a  Republican  form  of  government.  But  while 
I  admit  the  existence  of  French  influence  in  that 
quarter  of  the  Union  to  a  certain  extent,  1  cannot 
make  it  the  basis  on  which  to  justify  a  refusal  to 
emancipate  the  great  body  of  the  people  from  the 
trammels  of  territorial  vassalage,  is  it  a  good 
reason,  why  the  people  who  reside  within  the  cir- 
cle of  the  Essex  junto  should  not  enjoy  equal 
rights  with  the  rest  of  their  fellow-citizens,  that 
those  who  compose  that  association  are  avowedly 
the  partisans  of  England?  I  presume  a  proposi-. 
tion  to  trench  upon  their  rights  would  be  viewed 
with  the  utmost  abhorrence  and  detestation,  as 
an  act  of  political  intolerance,  unprecedented  in 
the  history  of  this  Government.  And  yet,  sir,  I 
venture  to  pronounce  that  these  British  attach-, 
ments,  fostered  and  cherished  amidst  the  wrongs 
and  insults  which  we  have  received  from  that 
nation,  not  only  in  this  nursery  of  tory  principles^ 
but  in  most  of  the  commercial  cities  of  the  uni- 
ted States,  have  already  produced  more  mischief 
to  this  nation,  than  the  miserable  French  influ- 
ence existing  in  New  Orleans  would  produce  in 
half  a  century.  In  a  Government  like  this,  it  is 
in  vain  to  expect  that  men  will  not  think  and  act 
for  themselves ;  and  so  f^r  as  their  actions  do  not 
amount  to  an  open  violation  of  law,  they  cannot 
be  restrained ;  and  I,  for  one,  am  very  willing  to  . 
^Uolerate  error  of  opinion,  when  reason  is  left  / 
free  to  combat  it.'A  By  erecting  this  Territory  into 
a  separate  and  independent  commonwealth,  and 
granting  to  its  inhabitants  equal  civil  and  polit- 
ical rights  with  the  rest  of  the  Union,  you  will 
merit  the  confidence  and  affection  of  those  who 
value  as  they  ought,  the  important  privileges  con- 
terred  upon  them.  You  will  arrest  from  those 
who  seek  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  coun- 
try, by  exciting  feuds  and  internal  disorder  among 
the  people,  every  pretext  for  the  accomplishment 
of  their  purposes;  and  you  will  invite  to  this  ex- 
posed section  of  our  country  a  population,  so  ne- 
cessary in  the  hour  of  danger,  to  resist  the  occu- 
pation of  the  shores  and  waters  of  the  Mississippi 
oy  an  invading  enemy. 

From  the  influence  of  France  nothing  need 
be  feared.  The  distance,  by  which  we  are  sep- 
arated from  that  great  Power,  is  a  sufficient  guar- 
antee that  no  attempt  will  be  made  on  her  part 
to  subvert  our  authority  in  Louisiana.  France 
is  not  in  a  situation  to  assail  us,  if  such  a  dispo- 
sition existed  in  h^r  ruler.  The  want  of  naval 
power,  will,  for  many  years  to  come,  form  an  in- 
superable barrier  to  the  introduction  of  a  French 
army  into  the  United  States.  But  the  people  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans  can  never  be  prevailed 
on  to  commit  their  destinies  to  an  adventurer; 
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Khey  enjoj  not  ooly  the  necessary  comforts,  bat 
4he  luxuries  of  life  in  abuodance;  their  increas- 
ing wealth  furnishes  a  ceriain  pledge  of  future 
.greatness.    The  Government  of  which  they  now 
form  a  component  part,  though  in  many  particu- 
lars different  from  that  in  whose  laws  they  have 
"been  educated,  is  exempt  from  the  desolating  storm 
which  carries  misery  and  distress  into  every  re- 
:gioQ  of  the  Old  World;  and,  under  the  auspices 
•t)f  our  mild  and  salutary  Constitution,  they  may 
^repose  in  full  confidence  that  their  poliiical  con- 
nexion will  not  depend  on  the  whim  or  caprice 
/   <£  the  tyrants  of  Europe.    It  cannot  be  forgotten, 
that  in  the  situation  of  colonies  they  were  bought 
and  sold  like  herds  of  cattle,  at  the  will  of  foreign 
nations,  without  regard  to  their  feeliogs  or  wishes. 
With  these  insuperable  ties  on  the  allegiance  of 
the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  I  con- 
sider it  an  act  both  of  justice  and  policy  to  receive 
them  as  brothers  in  the  great  American  family. 

Permit  me,  now,  sir,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.    We  are  told  by  that  gentleman, 
that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  are  in  direct  hos- 
tility to  the  Constitution,  and  materially  affect 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  whole  neople  of  the 
United  States.    That  the  creation  or  new  States, 
or  "political  sovereignties,"  without  the  original 
limits  of  the  United  Stat^^  is  an  usurpation  of 
power  not  warranted  by  a  sound  construction 
of  the  Constitution,    (n  the  consideration  of  this 
subject  two  questions  arise;  first,  whether  the 
United  States  can  acquire  foreign  territory,  and 
by  what  means?    And  whether  the  territory  so 
acquired  can  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  an 
independent  State  ?    By  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Constitution,  Congress  are  authorized,  ^*lo  dis- 
pose of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regula-- 
tions  respecting  the  territory  of  the  United  States." 
This  provision  contains  an  express  recognition  of 
the  right  not  only  to  possess  territory,  but  to  dis-* 
pose  of  and  regulate  it  in  any  manner  which* 
Congress  may  think  consistent  with  the  general' 
good.    If  then  the  power  to  hold  territory,  and ' 
to  regulate  it  without  limitation,  is  expressly  given 
to  the  General  Government,  the  right  to  acquire 
it  follows  as  an  indispensable  attribute  of  sover- 
ereignty.    And  this  opinion  is  supported  by  the 
enumeration  of  powers  given  to  Congress  in  the 
Constitution.    A  nation  can  extend  its  territorial 
limits  either  by  conquest  or  by  treaty.    If  in  the 
prosecution  of  a  just  and  legitimate  war,  or  by  a 
fair  and  6ona  ^oe  contract,  one  nation  acquires 
the  possession  of  territory  which  originally  be- 
longed to  another,  it  becomes  incorporated  with 
the  domain  of  the  Power  to  whom  it  is  thus  trans- 
ferred, and  cannot  be  distinguished  from  any  other 
portion  of  territory  over  which  the  sovereign  au- 
thority of  the  nation  extends. 

By  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of 
the  Constitution,  the  power  is^given  to  Congress 
*Mo  declare  war,  grant  letters  of  marque  and  re- 
prisal, and  make  rules  concerning  captures  on 
land  and  water  f  and  by  the  second  section  of 
the  second  article,  the  President,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  is  vested 


with  power  '^  to  make  treaties,  provided  tiro-thirds 
of  the  Senators  present  concur."  From  these 
grauts  of  power  In  the  Constitution,  it  is  maoifest 
that  the  United  States  can,  without  a  vioUii(yii 
of  that  instrument,  acquire  and  hold  foreiga  ter* 
ritory.  The  authority  to  dispose  of,andtheiDeftQs 
of  acquiring  territory,  being  exclusively  confided 
to  the  G^'neral  Government,  and  prohimted  to  the 
States,  it  would  require  clear  and  distinct  nega- 
tive expressions  to  confine  that  power  within  anjr 
particular  geographical  limits.  The  Constimiion 
contains  no  prohibition  of  the  right  to  acquire 
territory,  either  by  war  or  compact,  but  the  latter 
alternative  has  been  adopted  by  this  Government, 
whose  policy  is  founded  in  justice,  and  whose  ob- 
ject is  peace. 

Having  shown  that  the  United  States  possess, 
constitutionally,  the  power  and  the  means  of  ob- 
taining foreign  territory,  the  only  point  which 
remains  to  be  discussed,  is,  whether  new  States 
may  be  created  without  the  ancient  limits  of  the 
United  States.  In  the  investigation  of  this  part 
of  the  subject,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  a  cur* 
sory  viewpf  |l]e  treaty-nrv|]fing  power,  and  of  the 
convention  bet weenT&e  UpjJgA^tates  and  France 
of  the  SDih  April,  T85S".'  iTisain  univ^rg^  prin- 
ciple in  ail  Governments,  whether  thefr  form  be 
despotic  or  free,  to  vest  the  Chief  Executire 
Magistrate,  in  some  shape  or  other,  with  the  sole 
power  of  entering  into  pacts,  treaties,  and  cooren- 
tions,  with  foYeign  nations ;  and,  although  the  con- 
currence of  co-ordinate  departments  of  the  Gor- 
ernment  may  be  necessary  to  give  validity  to  the 
act  of  the  Executive,  in  no  instance  can  a  treaty 
be  formed  without  bis  assent.  The  natioiial  se- 
curity against  the  abuse  of  this  power  consists  in 
the  solicitude  which  each  feels  to  make  the  best 
bargain  for  the  people  over  whom  his  authority 
extends.    "  In  England,  (says  Sir  William Bladt' 

*  stone,)  it  is  the  King's  prerogative  to  tnake  trea- 
'  ties,  leagues,  and  alliances  with  foreign  States 
'  and  Princes ;  for,  it  is  by  ,the  laws  of  oatioos 

*  essential  to  the  goodness  of  a  league  that  it  i)e 
^  made  by  the  sovereign  Power,  and  then  it  is 
'  binding  on  the  whole  community  ;  and  in  EDg- 
'  land  the  sovereign  power  quo  ad  hoc  is  rested  in 

*  the  person  of  the  King.     Whatever  contracts 

*  therefore  he  engages  in,  no  other  power  in  the 
'  Kingdom  can  legally  delay,  resist,  or  annul.  Aad 
'  yet,  lest  this  plenitude  of  authoritv  should  be 

*  abused,  to  the  detriment  of  the  public,  the  coo- 

*  stitution  (as  was  hinted  before)  has  here  inter- 

*  posed  a  check,  by  the  means  of  Parliamentary 
^  impeachment,  for  the  punishment  of  such  Mia* 

*  isters  as  from  criminal  motives  advise  or  con- 
'  cludeany  treaty  which  shall  afterwards  be  judged 

*  to  derogate  from  the  honor  and  interest  of  the 

*  nation.''  But,  says  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, "Suppose  that  monarch  should  make  a 

*  treaty  stipulating  that  Hanover  or  Hindostaa 


tory  is,  that,  if  these  countries  formed  a  part  oi 
the  British  dominions,  the  necessary  statutes  to 
carry  such  a  stipulation  into  effect  would  ma<^ 
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it  obligatory  oo  the  British  natioo,  and  no  power 
in  the  Kingdom  could  ^  legally  delay,  resist,  or 
tDQuL'^  it.  .  There  ia  nothing  in  the  British  con- 
stttmion  to  control  the  treatv-making  power  of 
that  coantry,  and  therefore  the  King  may  prop- 
erly eontraet  for  the  extension  of  cirii  and  polit- 
ical rights.  The  Cooatitution  of  t^e  United  States 
is  more  guarded  in  this  particular.  The  treaty- 
makiag  power  is  composed  of  the  President  and 
two-thirds  of  the  Senators  preseiki ;  and  whene- 
rer  appropriations  of  money,  are  necessary  to  carry 
a  treatT  into  efiect,  the  immediate  Representa* 
tires  or  the  people  have  a  aaUitary  check  on  the 

•   other  two  branches. 

'  This  wise  and  judicious  diatribution  of  power 
forms  an  impenetrable  bulwark  around  the  iiber- 

i  ties  of  the  American  people.  If,  from  accident 
or  desigo. the  President  should  enter  into  engage- 
ments with  a  foreign  nation  ineomrpatible  with 
the  general  priociplea  or  express  provisions  of  the 
CoQstitQtion^  the  interposition  of  the  other  de- 

i  paruneots  will  afford  a  seasonable  cotreotive  to 
such  a  dereliction  of  doty.  It  is,  however,  to  be 
presumed,  that,  in  all  our  transactiona  with  for- 
eign countries,  the  ii^flueoce  of  national  attach- 
ments will  induce  the  Executive  Councils  to  pro« 
mote,as  far  aa  possible,  the  welfare  of  the  United 
Sutes.  It  would,  indeed,  be  a  novelty  in  politi- 
cal history,  that  an  individual  who  is  raised  by 
the  volttotary  suffrajres  of  his  fellow-cittasena  to 
the  first  office  iu  their  eift  should  prostrate  their 
rights  and  his  power  at  the  feet  of  a  foreign  Prince. 
Gratitude,  personal  respect,  love  of  power,  and  in 
short  every  motive  which  can  actuate  the  human 
mind, operate  to  produce  a  diierent  result.  These 
are  the  only  restrictions  which  have  been  tbou£iit 
by  the  fouoders  of  the  Constitution  essential  to 
guard  against  the  encroachments  of  the  treaty- 
making  power  in  this  eouncry.  The  eoumera* 
tion  in  the  Constitution  which  defines  the  powers 
of  the  respective  departments  was  not  intended 
to  apply  to  treaties  and  conventions  entered  into 
with  foreign  nations.  It  would  have  been  uorea- 
sonabte  to  have  attempted  a  specification  of  all 
the  cases  in  which  external  regulations  would 
fiom  time  to  time  become  expedient  and  neces- 
sary. No  human  being  could  foresee  all  the 
contingencies  that  might  occur  in  the  practical 
operation  of  the  Qovernment  which  require  the 
interposition  of  the  treaty-making  power.  I  there- 
fore contend  that  a  treaty  once  ratified  by  each 
co-ordinate  department  of  the  Qovernment  be- 
comes the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  is  as  bind- 
ing on  this  House  as  an  article  in  the  Constitu- 
tion itself.  To  illustrate  this  position  beyond  the 
reach  of  contradiction,  and  to  give  to  reason  the 
aid  of  an  express  provision  In  the  Constitution, 
I  beg  leave  to  quote  from  article  six  the  following 
words:  ''This  Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  which  shall  be  made  in  pursu- 
*  ance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  made  orwh  ick  shall 
^  be  made  wider  the  authority  of  the  United  Statea^ 
ihall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  And  the 
I  Judges  in  every  S|ate  shall  bei)ound  thereby, 
^  anything  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  State 
to  the  contrary  notwit^istanding."    The  distinc- 


tion here  taken  between  laws  and  treaties  cannot 
be  misunderstood :  laws  are  to  be  made  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  Constitution,  treaties  ^  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States."  I  admit,  sir,  that 
an  article  in  a  treaty  which  would  go  tocootra- 
venean  express  nro  vision  of  the  Constitution  would 
not  be  binding;  out  who  is  to  be  the  arbiter  between 
the  treaty-making  power  and  the  Constitution  1 
Will  you  confide  this  gigantic  power  to  the  Su- 
preme; Court  of  the  United  States,  and  give  to  that 
tribunal  the  expoaition  of  ail  controversies  grow- 
ing out  of  treaties  or  conventions  with  foreign  na- 
tions? I  presume  no  gentleman  will  advance  a 
doctrine  so  absurd  and  ridicoloas.  If,  then,  the 
other  three  branches  of  the  General  Ooverninent 
determine  a  treaty  Constitutionali  by  passing  the 
necessary  laws  to  carry  it  into  effect,  it  becomes 
at  once  the  supreme  law  of  the  lao^;  and,  so  far 
as  its  stipulations  secure  personal  privileges  and 
the  rights  of  property,  they  must  be  fulfilled. 

Let  us  now  inquire  what  are  the  obligations 
which  we  have  contracted  in  relation  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  Louisiana  by  the  Treaty  of  Cession  with 
the  French  Republic.  The  third  article  of  that 
treaty  stipulates  that  '^The  iohabitants  of  the 

*  ceded  territory  shall  be  ineurporated  into  the 

'  Union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted,  as  soon  • 
'  as  possible,  according  to  the  priociplea  of  the 
'  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
^  rights  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United 
<  States ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  they  shall  be 
'  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment 
^  of  their  liberty,  property, and  the  religion  which 
'  they  profess."  Aoo  are  we  sitting  here  to  delib- 
erate whether  we  will  perform  these  solemn  en« 
gagements  which  have  been  entered  into  by  the 
constituted  aiuhorities,  and  which  are)  presented 
to  us  in  the  imposing  attitude  of  the  suprenae  » 
law  of  the  land  1  Are  not  the  principles  of  the 
Constitution  in  unison  with  these  engagements  1 
Article  four,  section  three :  ^  New  States  may  be 

*  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this  Union ;  but 
^  no  new  State  shall  be  formed  or  erected  withia 
'  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  State,  nor  any  State 

*  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  tw6  or  more  Sut^s, 
'  or  parts  of  States,  without  the  consent  of  the 
^  States  concerned,  as  well  as  of  the  Congress." 
Here,  then,  is  a  general  power  to  admit  new  States^  ^ 
and  I  challenge  an^  gentleman  to  show  that  it  ia 
confined  to  the  original  territory  belonging  to  the* 
United  States.  There  is  no  clause  oi  the  Con- 
stitution which  contains  such  a  limitation,  even 
by  the  renwtest  implication.  Such  a  construe-, 
tion  would  not  only  be  contrary  to  the  letter,  but 
to  the  spirit  of  the  article  to  which  I  have  refer- 
red. Fo*r,  if  other  territory  than  that  which 
belonf^ed  to  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution  was  not 
intended  to  be  incorporated  into  the  Union,  why 
has  it  been  the  constant  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  annex  Indian  territory  tp  the  old  States, 
and  to  form  new  States  of  lands  purchased  from  • 
the  different  trihes  of  Indians  in  the  United  States? 
They  are  foreign  Powers  —  acknowledged  and 
treated  with  m  such,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  Qovernment;  and  the  objections  urged  on  this 
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occasion  would  applf  with  equal  force  against 
the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  enough  has  heen  said  to  satisfy 
every  candid  individual  of  this  body,  that  the 
Territory  which  it  is  the  object  of  this  bill  to 
create  into  a  separate  Com naon wealth,  was  fairly 
and  constitutionally  acquired  ;  that  we  are  bound 
by  the  sacred  obligations  of  treaty  to  extend  to 
its  inhabitants  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  im- 
munities of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  there  exists  no  Constitutional  barrier  to  a 
fulfilment  of  that  undertaking  on  tl\e  part  of  the 
United  Stiites.  The  most  approved  writer  (  Vat- 
td)  on  public  law,  declares  that  *^he  who  has 
'  made  a  promise  to  any  one,  has  conferred  upon 

*  him  a  true  right  to  require  the  thibg  promised, 
^  and  that,  consequentlv,  not  to  keep  a  perfect 

*  promise,  is  to  violate  tne  right  of  another;  and 
'  18  as  manifest  an  injustice  as  that  of  deprivinj; 
'  a  person  of  his  property.    And  further,  as  the 

*  engagements  of  a  treaty  impose  on  the  one  hand 
<*  a  perfect  obligation,  they  produce  on  the  other 

*  a  perfect  right.  To  violate  a  treaty,  then,  is  to 
'  violate  the  perfect  right  of  him  with  whom  we 
'  have  contracted,  and  this  is  to  do  him  an  in- 
'  jury."  I  conceive  the  character  of  the  nation 
to  be  deeply  involved  in  the  question  now  before 
the  House.  If  we  refuse  to  perform  the  legal, 
moral,  and  political  obligation  which  is  imposed 
on  us  by  the  Treaty  of  Cession,  to  incorporate 
the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  Territory  into  the 
Union,  and  to  admit  them  to  the  enjoyment  of 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizens,  we  shall 
deserve  to  be  branded  with  the  odious  epithet  of 

/  a  faithless  nation,  we  shall  merit  the  censure  of 
the  civilized  world,  and  the  just  resentment  of 
the  people  to  whom  these  rights  and  privileges 
ought  to  be  extended. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  enter  with  lively  sensibility  on 
that  portion  of  the  remarks  made  by  the  hotiora- 
bie  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  which  me* 

^  nace  insurrection  and  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 
Had  these  sentiments  fallen  from  the  gentleman 
in  the  ardor  of  debate,  while  the  imagination  was 
inflamed  with  an  unconquerable  zeal  to  prove  the 
impolicy  of  the  measure  under  consideration,  or 
had  they  beea  offered  in  the  shape  of  possible 
results,  I  should  have  regarded  them  only  with 
pity  and  contempt;  but  the  gentleman  declares 
It  to  be  his  *^ deliberate  opinion^  that  if  this  bill 

*  passes,  the  bonds  of  this  Union  are  virtually 

*   /]  iscrki  war)  .    f  Viot    tka   fltttftte    «>rl>{<«l%    mavm^kaaa    !•  m  mm 


*  some,  to  prepare  definitely  for  a  separation—- 

*  amicably  if  they  can,  violently  if  they  must." 
Influenced  by  a  desire  to  staoip  on  these  expres- 
sions their  merited  disgrace,  and  to  preserve  dig- 
nity and  decorum  in  our  deliberations,  I  felt  it 
my  duty  to  call  the  gentleman  to  order.  Per- 
haps in  doing  so,  I  was  actuated  more  by  a  sud- 
den impulse  of  feeling  than  by  an  accurate  knowl- 
edge ot  Parliamentary  proceedings.  I  am  still, 
however,  impressed  with  a  conviction  that  these 
sacred  walls,  the  sanctuary  of  the  liberties  of  the 
American  people,  ought  not  to  be  polluted  by 


direct  invitations  to  rebellion  agmiosi  the  Gov- 
ernment, of  which  we  are  a  constituent  part; 
but  the  liberality  and  the  courtesy  of  the  House 
have  overruled  that  opinion,  and  the  gentleman 
was  permitted  to  proceed.  Are  we,  theo,  aboat 
to  commit  an  act  which  is  to  burst  asunder  the 
bonds  of  our  political  Union,  and  prostrate  the. 
glorious  fabric  whiefa  has  been  reared  hj  the 
valor  of  our  ancestors  ?X  Sir,  when  I  look  at  the 
events  which  l«d  to  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana, 
and  the  efforts  made  at  that  time  by^  those  who 
opposed  the  measures  of  the  Administration  to 
call  forth  the  national  eoer^es  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  that  important  point  by  conquest,  lest  it 
should  tall  into  the  hands  of  a  powerful  neigh- 
bor, and  compare  them  with  the  deolarations 
now  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
I  am  filled  with  astonishment.  I  cannot  beliere 
that  the  party  "with  whom  that  gentleman  is  ia 
the  ^abit  of  acting,  will  support  the  visionary 
theories  and  frantic  anticipations  which  he  hss 
advanced  on  the  present  occasion.  For  the  honor 
of  every  real  American  who  is  ranked  with  tbe 
Federal  party,  I  hope  that  these  idle  dreams  of 
political  insanitv  will  be  suffere'd  to  vanish  with- 
out a  struggle  before  the  effulgent  sunshine  of 
patriotism 

1  should,  indeed,  rejoice  to  find,  that,  in  this 
instance,  as  in  the  baseless  impeachment  insti- 
tuted by  the  gentleman  against  the  illustrious 
Jefferson,  he  should  be  once  more  exhibited  to  a 
laughing  audience^  a  solitary  unit  on  your  jour- 
nals in  favor  of  principles  so  abhorrent  to  every 
good  eltiasen.    But,  sir,  permit  me  to  analyze  the 
case  which  it  is  said  will  be  productive  of  this 
great  national  calamity.    Previous  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Federal  Constitution,  while  Louis- 
iana was  a  Spanish  province,  the  free  navigation 
of  the  river  Mississippi  was  an  object  which  en* 
gaged  the  attention  and  occupied  the  labors  of 
the  ablest  statesmen  known  in  the  councils  of  the 
country.    In  the  celebrated  debates  on  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  Constitution!  in  the  Convention  of 
Virginia,  it  was  urged  as  a  reason  against  the 
adoption  of  the  new  form  of  Government,  that 
the  commerce  of  the  Mississippi  would  be  less 
secure  than  under  the  Confederation.    In  answer 
to  these  suggestions,  which  were  supported  with 
great  Zealand  ability,  the  distinguished  character 
who  now  fills  the  exalted  station  of  Chief  Magis- 
trate, stated,  that  *^  neither  the  old  Confederacy 
nor  the  new  Constitution,  involves  the  right  to 
give  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi."    It  was  . 
admitted  by  all  to  be  essential  to  the  welfare  of 
every  section  of  the  United  States  to  maintain 
the  right  to  navigate  freely  this  great  outlet  to 
the  products  of  the  Western  States.     Soon  after 
the  new  Qovernment  was  established,  negotia- 
tions were  commenced  to  secure  this  important 
object,  and  by  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty 
concluded  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1795,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain,  it  was  sti]>- 
ulated,  that  '4he  navigation  oi  the  Mississippi, 

*  in  its  whole  breadth,  from  its  source  to  tbe 

*  ocean,  shall  be  free  only  to  his  subjects,  and  to 
'  citizens  of  the  United  States,  unless  he  should 
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*  extend  this  privilege  to  the  subiecrs  of  other 
'  Powers  by  special  coovention."  Aod  in  the  22J 
tnideof  the  same  treaty  it  was  agreed,  that  in 
'^coQseqaeDce  of  the  stipulations  contained  in 
'  the  fourth  article,  His  Catholic  Majesty  will 
'  permit  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  for  the 

*  space  of  three  years  frotn  this  titne,  to  deposite 
'  their  roercbaouise  and  effects  in  the  port  of 
'New  Orleans,  and  to  export  theoi  from  thence 
'  without  laying  any  other  duty,  than  a  fair  price 
*for  the  hire  of  the  stores,  and  His  Majesty  prom- 
Mses  either  to  continue  this  permission,  if  he 
'  finds  during  that  time  that  it  is  not  prejudicial 
'  to  the  interest  of  Spain,  or  if  he  should  not 
'agree  to  continue  it  there,  he  will  assign  to 
'  them  OD  another  part  of  the  banks  of  the  Mis- 
'  sissippi  an  equivalent  establishment.''  The  sub^ 
ject  remained  in  this  situation  until  the  year 
1802,  when  the  Spanish  authorities  at  New  Or- 
leans, after  the  country  had  been  transferred  t^ 
France  by  the  Treaty  of  St.  Ildefonso,  prohib- 
ited the  deposite  of  American  "  merchandise  and 
effects'*  at  New  Orleans,  without  assigning,  on 
another  part  of  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  an 
equivalent  establishment.  The  circumstances 
were  communicated  to  Congress  by  President 
JefTersoD,  and  a  Special  Envoy  nominated,  with 
a  view  to  obtain  the  country  on  both  sides  the 
Mississippi,  by  amicable  negotiation.  Well,  sir, 
what  was  the  conduct  of  gentlemen  whose  politi- 
cal opinions  correspond  with  those  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  on  that  occasion  f  We 
were  told  that  it  would  not  do  to  trust  to  the 
tardy  process  of  negotiation  in  a  matter  which 
JDTolvedfSO  materially,  the  interest  of  the  nation ; 
immediate  war  was  recommended,  and  the  wise 
measure  adopted  by  President  Jefferson  was  loudly 
condemned.  An  eloquent  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, then  a  member  of  the  other  House, 
(Mr.  Ross,}  ^sserted.  that  "to  the  free  naviga- 

'*  tioD  of  that  river  we  had  an  undoubted  right  from 
'Nature,  and  from  the  position  of  the  Western 
^country" — that  "hostility,  in  its  most  offensive 
'shape,  had  been  offered  by  those  who  disclaim 
'all  right  to  the  soil,  and  the  sovereignty  of  that 


sobsequent  part  of  the  remarks  made  by  the  saine 
gentleman,  he  admonishes  the  Government  in 
these  emphatic  terms:  ''Plant  yourselves  on  the 
'  '  rim,  fortify  its  banks,  invite  those  who  have 
'  an  interest  at  stake  to  defend  it,  do  justice  to 
'  Yourselves  when  your  adversaries  deny  it,  and 
'leave  the  event  to  Him  who  rules'  the  fate  of 
'nations."  The  disaffection  of  the  Western 
Slates  was  then  predicted  by  the  same  prophetic 
spirit  which  now  warns  us  of  Eastern  malcon- 
teois.  New  Orleans  was  then  the  goal  of  their 
^  affections.  The  country  must  be  instantly  con- 
*  quered,  or  the  Union  would  be  dismembered. 
But  the  wisdom  of  the  Statesman  who  then  filled 
the  Executive  chair  foresaw  a  different  result. 
The  dignified  and  honorable  appeal,  which  was 
made  to  the  justice  and  true  interests  of  the 
French  nation,  terminated  in  the  purchase  of 


Louisiana.  This  event,  so  highly  advantageous  ^ 
to  the  nation,  diffused  general  joy  throughout  the 
United  Slates;  but  the  heroes  whose  valor  would 
have  hurried  them  into  a  premature  and  unjust 
war  to  accomplish  this  end.  found  no  difficulty 
in  expellii^  from  their  minds  the  idea,  that  this  ' 
country  was*' so  essential  to  us  as  a  nation."  New 
Orleans  suddenly  lost  all  its  charms.  Louisiana 
became  a  wilderness  of  «5vamps  and  marshes,  and 
the  vast  extent  of  territory  which  we  had  ac- 
quired was  one  day  to  produce  the  downfall  of  the 
Republic. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  seems  to 
imagine,  that  the  crisis  has  arrived  when  this  pre- 
diction is  to  be  fulfilled.    You  are,  says  be,  about 
to   adndit  a  "  new  partner  into  the  confederacy 
'  without  the  original  limits  of  the  United  States. 
'  which  tends  to  diminish  the  political  poyr  of  • 
'  the  original  partners,  and  according  to  theunde- 
*  niable  ])rinciplev  of  moral  law  the  obligation  of 
'  our  national  compact  is  dissolved."    What,  sir, 
does  the  gentleman  mean  by  political  power  ia  « 
the  original  partners  ?    Have  we  such  a  thing  aa 
^  patent  power  in  the  United  States  ?    Thank  God, 
sir,  we  nave  neither  pounts,  Dukes,  or  Lords,  nor 
members  of  the  Grand  Legion  of  Honor,  nor  any 
other  grade  of  privileged  orders  in  this  couotrv 
who  possess  "  political  power''  by  lineal  or  col- 
lateral descent,  or  by  purchase.    In  the  Govern- 
ment all  power  is  vested  in  and  flows  from  the 
people,  and  we  sit  here,  not  as  their  masters,  bul 
as  their  servants,  and  to  that  august  tribunal  are 
we  responsible  for  the  fidelity  with  which  we  exe- 
cute tne  trust  confided  to  us.    Political  power 
then  being  in  the  great  body  of  the  people,  it  can-  ' 
not  be  definitely  apportioned  among  the  States, 
but  each  State  possesses  weight  proportionate  to 
its  numbers.  If  lor  instance  two-thirds  of  the  popu- 
lation of  Virginia  should  remove  to  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  which  they  have  a  perfect  right 
to  do,  the  Influence  of  Virginia  in  the  National 
Councils,  in  point  of  representation,  would  be 
two-thirds  less  than  at  present ;  and  it  might  with 
equal  justice  be  said  that  a  State,  inferior  in  po-« 
litical  power  at  the  time  of  the  compact  was  en- 
tered into,  should  remain  in  that  situation  ad  tn- 
Jinitum,  as  to  contend  that  a  n timber  of  citizens 
residing  in  a  Territory  belonging  to  the  United 
States  should  not  be  admitted  to  the  enjoyment 
of  those  political  rights,  to  which  from  their  num- 
bers they  are  entitled.    It  results  from  the  very 
nature  of  our  Government,  that  political  influ- 
ence fluctuates  in  proportion  to  the  augmenta- 
tion or  diminution  of  population,  in  the  various 
sections  of  the  country.    The  addition  of  fif^y 
thousand  inhabitants  to  the  whole  people  of  the 
United  States  increases  the  political  weight  of  the 
whole,  just  in  the  same  ratio  that  a  similar  addi- 
tion i<i  an  army  would  increase  its  physical 
strength.    If,  as  the  gentleman  has  alleged,  the 
proportions  of  political  power,  in  the  several 
States,  is  an  **  inalienable,  essential,  intangible 
right,"  it  must  forever  remain  the  same,  like  a 
chartered  privilege,  let  the  weight  of  population 
rest  where  it  may.    Such  a  principle  is  inconsist- 
ent with  the  genius  of  a  free  Government,  and' 
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incompatible  with  the  soTerei^  aatbority  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  Speaker,  on  all  the  g^reat  questions  which 
hare  been  discussed  in  this  House  for  the  last 
four  years,  a  war  with  England  and  a  separation 
'^     of  the  Eastern  States  from  the  Union  have  been 
constantly^  thrown  in  the  way  to  obstruct  the 
measures  of  the  Administration.    Why  these  sub- 
jects hare  gone  hand  in  hand,  I  leave  gentlemen 
who  are  in  the  secret  to  eiplain.    It  ought  not  to 
be  forgotten  that  on  a  proposition  to  repeal  the 
embargo,  at  a  time  when  its  effects  were  severely 
felt  both  in  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  told  us  that  the 
people  of  New  England  were  prepared  for  insur- 
rection and  revolt,  unless  that  measure  of  resist- 
ance to  the  aggressing  belligerents  was  relin- 
quished. And  contemporaneously  with  these  opin- 
ions, ^lered  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
aentatives,  the  British  Minister,  resident  in  the 
United  States,  made  a  confidential  communica- 
tion to  his  Qovernment,  in  which  a  dissolution  of 
the  Union  was  deemed  a  probable  event,  should 
«  the  commercial  embarrassments  of  this  country 
continue.    From  whom  that  Minister  received  his 
information,  no  gentleman,  acquainted  with  the 
history  of  that  transaction  can  doubt.    He  who  de- 
liberately wields  the  ^*  mischief-meditating''  hand 
of  civil  commotion,  will  seldom  hesitate  as  to  the 
means  which  he  employs  to  accomplish  a  favor- 
ite object.    The  mind,  which  once  resolves  on 
political  parricide,  can  never  be  restored  to  a  sense 
of  moral  virtue  and  integrity.    And  wretched  in- 
deed would  be  the  fate  of  this  country,  were  its 
destinies  committed  to  those  who  openly  avow 
that  intention.     The    notorious  conspiracy  of 
Aaron  Burr  had  for  its  basis  the  detestable  pro- 
ject of  dismembering  the  Union.    And  what,  sir, 
was  the  fate  of  that  infatuated  individual  ?    Ex- 
ited from  his  native  country,  in  which  he  once  held 
a  distin|);uisbed  place,  not  only  in  the  administra- 
tion of  Its  Government,  but  also  in  the  affections 
of  the  people ;  a  beggar  in  Paris,  and  a  fit  instru- 
ment to  be  used  by  foreign  Courts,  to  bring  dis- 
tress and  ruin  on  the  country,  from  which  his 
crimes  have  expelled  him.    And  yet  that  man 
did  nut  dare  to  90  the  lengths  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  lias  been  permitted  to 
go  within  these  walls.    Did  Aaron  Burr,  in  all 
the  ramifications  of  his  treasonable  projects,  ever 
*.  declare,  to  an  assembly  of  citizens,  that  the  States 
were  free  from  their  moral  obligations  1    ^^And 
*  that  as  it  will  be  the  right  of  all,  so  it  will  be  the 
'  duty  of  some  to  prepare  definitely  for  a  separa- 
'  tion,  peaceabljr  if  they  can,  violently  if  they 
'must?"    No,  sir.    Had  such  expressions  been  es- 
tablished, by  the  evidence  on  his  trial,  I  hazard 
an  opinion,  that  it  would  have  produced  a  very 
different  result.    Perhaps^  sir,  instead  of  exile,  he 
would  have  been  consigned  to  a  gibbet.    For  it 
cannot  be  concealed  that  the  language  of  the  gen-, 
tieman  from  Massachusetts,  if  accompanied  by 
an  overt  act,  to  carry  the  threat  which  it  contains 
into  execution,  would  amount  to  treason,  accord- 
ing to  its  literal  and  technical  definition  in  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States.    The ' 


fate  of  Aaron  Burr  oaght  to  be  a  salutary  waro" 
ing  against  treasonable  machinations— a&d  if 
others,  having  the  same  views,  do  not  sbaie  a 
similar  fate,  it  will  not  be  because  they  do  not 
deserve  it.  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Massaelia* 
setts,  unfortunately  for  himn*lf,  has  referred  to 
the  opinions  of  the  present  Minister  in  Rqshl, 
Comparisons  are  indeed  odious — but  on  this  oe- 
casion  the  gentleman  has  invited  the  eoatraat. 
In  the  memorable  discussion  on  the  Looisiaoa 
treaty,  Mr.  Adams  said, ''  I  consider  the  object  as 
'  of  the  highest  advantage  to  as ;  and  the  gentle- 
'  man  from  Kentucky  himself,*  who  has  displayed 

*  with  so  much  eloquence  the  immense  importaoce 

*  to  this  Utiioniof  the  possession  of  the  ceded  coiu- 
'  try,  cannot  carry  his  ideas  on  that  subject  further 

*  than  I  do.''  And  on  a  subsequent  oceasioD,  wbea 
called  upon  to  decide  the  delicate  quesiioD  wb^ 
ther  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Sutes 
should  be  expelled  from  that  body  for  treason  aod 
misdemeanor,  with  which  he  was  charged,  Mr/ 
Adatns,  in  his  able  report  to  the  Senate  oa  that 
subject,  uses  the  following  strong  and  perspica- 
ous  language :  "  If  the  ingenuity  of  a  demoo  were 
'  tasked  to  weave  into  one  composition  all  tb< 
'  j^reat  moral  and  political  evils  which  could  be 
'  inflicted  oa  the  people  of  these  States,  it  would 
'  produce  nothing  more  than  a  texture  of  war, 

*  dismemberment,  and  despotism.'^    These  are  the  * 
sentiments  and  feelings  or  that  distingpished  cii/- 
zen  who  is  now  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of  St. 
Petersburg.    They  breathe  the  spirit  of  an  Ameri- 
can, who  ^cherishes  the  Constituiion  under  which 

^  we  are  assembled,  as  the  chief  stay  of  his  hope-,  as 

*  the  light  which  is  destined  to  gladden  bis  own 
^  day  by  the  prospect  it  sheds  over  his  children." 

Let  us  examine  whether  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  falls  *^  not  behind  him  in  such  sen- 
timents." The  inhabiunts  of  the  coontry  which 
our  Minister  in  Russia  declared  to  be  qfsacb  im- 
mense importance  to  this  UnioQ  atie  aboat  to  be 
admitted  to  a  participation  of  those- rights  which 
belong  to  every  American  citizen,  and  the  coun- 
try itself  incorporated  into  the  United  States. 
Compare^  I  beseech  you,  sir,  the  language  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  with  that  usedbf 
the  Russian  Minister,  if  this  bill  passes,  (sajrs 
the  gentleman,}  it  will  justify  a  revolution  in  this  • 
country — the  Union  will  be  virtually  dissolved-- 
civil  war  will  become  sanctified  as  a  matter  of 
right  in  each  of  the  States,  if  they  are  not  permit' 
ted  to  separate  peaceably — political  jealoasy  ^ 
inculcated  between  the  Eastern  and  Western 
States.  Every  circumstance  which  is  calcalaied 
in  the  femolest  degree  to  excite  discord  and  din- 
sions,  is  studiously  adverted  to.  The  inhabitants 
of  Louisiana  are  represented  as  wild  and  uncor* . 
ered  in  the  woods,  and  dependent  on  the  Eastern 
States  for  clothes  to  cover  their  nakedness--thef 
are  called  at  one  time  the  wild  men  of  Missouri, 
and  at  another  the  Anglo-Hispano-Gallo-Affler* 
icans,  who  bask  on  the  sand  in  the  mouth  o^^|^ 
sissippi ;  and,  to  cap  the  climax,  we  are  alarmed 
with  the  apprehension,  that  six  new  States  are  to 

*  Mr.  Breckenridge. 
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be  formed  in  the  West,  which  are  to  swalloir  up 
the  power  of  the  original  partoers  to  the  Consti- 
tuttoiit  and  control  the  nation.  Are  these  the 
suggestions  of  a  mind  which  **  fielded  to  none  in 
its  attaehoients  to  the  Constitution  ?"  Sir,  they 
are  the  ehoUttions  of  political  drankeoness,  de- 
signed to  produce  internal  ^  war.  dismemberment, 
and  despotism."  I  do  not  thins  the  gentleman 
from  Massaefattsetts  has  any  reason  to  congratn- 
iate  himself  on  the  reference  which  he  made  to 
the  opinions  of  the  Rassian  Minister.  On  the  one 
band,  we  discern  nothing  but  patriotism  and  union, 
and  oD  the  other,  political  iealous^,  reroldtion, 
disunion,  and  the  inseparable  associate  of  these, 
despotism.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  people  of  the 
Eastern  States  will  never  give  their  assent  to  a 
dissolQiioQ  of  the  Union.  They  are  bound  to  the 
Western  country  by  the  inseparable  ties  of  nature 
and  of  interest.  Tlie  hardy  aad  adventurous  sons 
of  New  England  will,  in  a  short  time,  compose  a 
large  proportion  of  the  population  on  the  waters 
of  the  Mississippi^nd  I  undertake  to  assure  the 
gentleman  from  Massachtisetts^  that  they  will 
nerer  return  to  "break  into  his  house,  or  the 
booses  of  his  friends,  to  filch  their  eniidren's 
clothes  in  order  to  cover  their  nakedness."  In 
that  new  and  fertile  region,  the  hand  of  industry 
is  rewarded  with  a  rich  return  of  the  comforts  of 
life,  which  the  liberality  of  its  inhabitants  dis- 
tributes with  benevolence  and  hospitality.  Be- 
sides these  natural  bonds,  which  are  every  day 
increasing  between  the  Eastern  and  Western  por- 
tions of  the  United  States,  there  is  a  reciprocal 
advantage  in  the  intercourse  which  is  preserved 
between  them.  The  Western  country  is  pecu- 
liarly adapted  to  the  pursuits  of  agriculture,  and 
the  rirer  MissisMppi  is  the  great  highway  through 
which  their  bulkjr  articles  are  conveyed  to  a  suit- 
able and  profitable  market. 

The  Eastern  States  have  long  been  and  will 
long  continue  to  be  the  carriers  of  these  surplus 
prodoeta,  to  the  seaport  cities  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  West  Indies  and  to  Europe.  Is  it  not  then 
the  interest  of  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  car- 
rying trade  to  gtveencouragement  to  agriculture? 
There  are  mutual  benefits  in  this  interchange  of 
labor  which  tend  to  promote  the  welfare  of  each 
wtion  of  the  Union. .  No  collision  of  interest 
can  erer  exist  between  the  growers  of  hemp,  flour, 
cotton,  tobacco,  and  sugar,  and  the  carrier  who 
finds  employment  in  their  transportation  to  the 
countries  in  which  they  are  consumed.  If  any 
adrantage  could  be  derived  from  a  separation  of 
tbese  States  it  would  be  found  to  preponderate 
in  fsTor  of  the  Western  division.  We  should  at 
once  become  possessed  of  the  public  lands,  which 
are  said  to  he  a  fond  on  which  the  nation  may 
Telyfor  revenue  to  an  incalculable  amount.  These 
lands  have  been  acquired  at  the  national  expense, 
and  it  would  therefore  be  unreasonable  and  unjust 
jo  confer  them  wholly  on  the  Western  States. 
Bat  if  the  deleterious  consequences  which  have 
b«^B  predicted  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts should  be  realized,  such  will  be  the  inevita- 
ble effect  in  relation  to  the  territory  belonging  to 
the  United  States. 


Sorely,  there  is  patriotism  enough  even  in  the 
city  of  Boston  to  counteract  the  deteriorating 
principles  of  that  gentleman.  Let  us  adhere  to 
the  maxims  of  wisdom,  and  by  a  union  of  senti* 
ment  and  action  convince  the  nations  of  Europe 
that  we  are  too  powerful  to  be  conquered,  and  too 
happy  to  be  seduced  from  the  allegianc^Ve  owe 
to  the  Qovernment  of  our  choice.  ^^^ 

[During  the  course  of  his  speech  Mr.  Poindi 
TEB  was  twice  successively  Called  to  order  bjr 
Mr.  Peabsom  and  Mr.  Sbeffet;  but  both  calJs 
to  order  being  withdrawn  before  any  decision  on 
them  by  the  Speaker,  they  are  not  here  noticed.] 

Mr.  Gold — Mr.  Speaker,  hitherto,  during  the 
discussion  of  the  interesting  question  before  the 
House,  I  have  remained  silent.  I  shall  now,  sir, 
in  my  turn,  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  for 
a  few  minutes. 

On  the  great  Constitutionalquestion,  I  will  not, 
sir,  follow  the  honorable  delegate  from  the  Mis* 
sissippi  Territory  (Mr.  Poinoexteb,)  who  has 
just  sat  down,  through  all  the  details  of  his  argu* 
ment ;  for  he  laid  down,  at  the  very  threshold, 
a  position  which  never  can  be  sustained,  be  the 
issue  of  this  bill  what  it  mav.  Under  the  provi- 
sion in  the  Constitution  declaring  treaties  the  so* 
premelawof  the  land,  the  gentleman  confident- 
ly  insists,  that  the  treaty-making  power  is  free 
Irom  all  the  restrictions  of  the  Constitution;  that 
the  Constitution  sets  up  no  land-marks ;  affords 
no  limitation  to  this  power.  Hence,  sir,  the  treaty 
of  purchase  of  Louisiana  having  stipulated  for 
the  admission  of  that  Territory  into  the  Union, 
no  provision  of  the  Constitution  can  arrest  the 
bill  before  the  House  ^  it  must  take  effect,  be  the 
consequences  what  they  may.  The  principle, 
sir,  thus  assumed,  would  subvert  the  very  foun- 
dation of  the  Constitution  ;  it  violates  first  princi- 
{»les,  and,  if  it  shall  prevail,  will,  like  Pharoah's 
ean  kine,  devour  the  whole  fruits  of  the  Consti^ 
tution.  Against  this  principle  of  construction^  sir, 
I  beg  leave  to  enter  my  most  solemn  protest. 

I  turn,  sir.  to  the  real  question  raised  by  the 
worthy  gentleman,  who,  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, reported  the  bill. 

Does  tne  provision  in  the  Constitution,  that 
''new  States  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union" 
give  the  power  or  admittiug  foreign  territory,  ter- 
ritory without  the  limits  of  the  United  States  at 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  ?  Now,  sir,  if 
those  terms  of  the  Constitution  could  not  be  fairly 
and  fully  satisfied  without  extending  them  to  for- 
eign territory,  then,  indeed,  would  the  argument 
in  favor  of  the  bill  be  strong ;  it  would  be  con- 
clusive. But  if  this  provision  can  be  satisfied  by 
its  operation  upon  internal  territory — territory 
then  actually  within  the  Union,  whicn,  must  have 
been  in  the  contemplation  of  tne  framers  of  the 
Constitution — then  does  the  argument  wholly  fail 
and  all  inference  from  the  above  terms  fall  to  the 
ground.  Need.  I,  sir,  point  the  House  to  the 
Western  territory  then  within  the  Union,  a  fit 
and  proper  subject  for  this  provision  in  the  Con- 
stitution to  operate  upon  ]  which  must  have  been 
in  actual  pontemplation  at  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution ;  out-  of  which  one  or  more  States 


571 


HISTORY  OF  GONORBSS. 


572 


H.  OP  R. 


Territory  of  OrUofiu. 


JANnABT,1811. 


have  actually  been  formed  and  admitted  into  the 
Union  under  this  very  provision. 

Will  it  be  said,  sir,  that  the  Constitution  ap- 

flies  equally  to  territory  within  and  wiihout  the 
Fnion;  that  there  is  no  difference  in  the  appli> 
cation  7  If  internal  and  external  territory  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  consideration;  if  the  operation, 
on  being  admitted  into  the  Union,  be  the  same  as 
to  the  interests  of  the  old  United  States,  and  the 
l^reat  principles  of  the  Federal  compact  j  then, 
sir,  would  the  construction  contended  for  receive 
some  support  from  its  being  reasonable  in  relation 
to  the  suDJect-matter.  But,  sir,  it  never  can  be 
pretended,  that  it  is  indifferent  to  the  political  in- 
terests of  the  old  States,  forming  the  Coostitutiqa, 
to  the  principle  of  association,  whether  this  Em- 
pire should  be  bounded  br  its  existing',  limits  or 
oy  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  ocean.  Whether  it 
should  be  a  Commonwealth,  of  reasonable  limits, 
adapted  to  the  lax  rule  of  a  popular  Constitution, 
or  a  Government  of  acquisition  and  conquest, 
whose  ambition  knows  no  limits,  and  in  whose 
extension  the  Original  States  would  be  lost. 

The  operation  of  acquisition  and  eSctentioa  of 
empire  b  the  same  iQ  this  as  in  other  States. 
What  was  it  in  Rome?  When  that  Republic 
became  settled  and  in  the  possession  of  great  glory, 
it  was  confined  to  Italy ;  ambition  and  the  spirit 
of  conquest  greatly  extended  the  Empire,  partic- 
ularly to  the  East.  What  followed?  The  seat 
of  Government  is  removed  to  Byzantium ;  a  di- 
vision into  the  Eastern  abd  Western  Empire  en- 
sued ;  and  Italy,  the  original  seat  and  nursery  of 
the  State,  was  lost.  How  many  States  will  be 
brought  into  existence  by  the  principle  of  this 
bill,  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Pacific  ocean, 
cannot  now  be  foreseen  ;  they  may  equal  the 
States  on  the  east  of  that  river.  It  is,  sir,  against 
a  principle  leading  to  such  consequences,  that 
each  and  every  of  the  original  States  may  say, 
**  non  in  JuBcfouUra  venu^ 

But,  sir,  aside  from  the  Constitutional  ques- 
tion, no  sufficient  reason  is  assigned  for  so  pre- 
cipitately admitting  the  Orleans  Territory  into 
the  Union. 

If  the  act  of  the  second  of  March,  1^05,  is  ob- 
served, if,  on  the  inhabitants  amounting  to  60,000, 
and  the  same  found  on  actual  enumeration,  the 
Territory  is  admitted  into  the  Union,  public  faith 
is  satisfied  and  full  justice  done.  Why  then,  sir, 
before  a  return  of  the  census,  upon  loose  con- 
jectural estimates,  by  no  means  justifying  the 
belief  of  the  requisite  number  of  6Q,00Q,  is  this 
important  measure  precipitated?  Why  is  the 
appointed  period  anticipated  ?  The  only  color  ot 
reason  that  has  been  given  is,  that  Congress  can 
now  impose  terms — terms  for  the  security  of  pub- 
lic and  private  property — and  the  bill  secures  to 
the  United  States  the  public  land  belonging  to 
them ;  exenapts  it  from  taxation  by  the  new 
State,  and  provides,  that  the  property  of  non-res- 
idents shall  not  be  taxed  higher  than  that  of  res- 
idents. This  sogffestion  is  unfounded  and  falla- 
cious. The  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1805,  which 
gives  the  pledge  for  a  State  relied  on,  expressly 
provides  that  the  constitution  to  be  formed  for 


that  Territory  shall  not  be  inconsistent  with  the 
Territorial  ordinance  of  the  13th  of  July,  1787. 
On  recurring  to  that  ordinance,  it  will  be  foaod 
to  contain  every  essential  provision  of  the  bill 
before  the  House.  It  excludes  the  new  Stale's 
interfering  with  the  primary  dispofid  of  the  sail 
by  the  United  States ;  exempts  the  public  lands 
from  taxation,  and  forbids  the  taxing  of  non-res- 
idents higher  than  residents.  Thus,  sir^the  ooly 
reason  assigned  for  anticipating  the  period  stipu- 
lated by  the  act  of  1805  falls  to-the  ground.  Bf 
adhering  to  the  provisions  of  that  act,  and  the 
Ordinance,  in  requiring  an  actual  return  of  the 
number  of  sixty  thousand,  you  preserve  to  your- 
self a  principle  on  which  you  may  resist  fatore 
applications  for  States,  which  will  be  urged  in 
rapid  succession  upon  you.  You  have  alreadjf 
on  your  table  the  memorial  of  the  MississipjH 
Territory  for  a  State,  anxious  to  rush  into  tie 
Union  before  a  return  of  the  census.  Upper 
Louisiana  will  succeed,  and  Indiana,  Illinois,  and 
Michigan,  follow  in  rapid  succession.  New  Sutn 
will  emeree  to  the  astonished  eye  in  the  western 
horizon,  lixe  the  figures  in  a  magic  lantern. 

Are  there  not,  sir,  cogent  reasons  against  t 
precipitate  admission  of  this  Territory  into  the 
Union  ?  Can  it  escape  gentlemen,  that  the  ii« 
habitants  were  born  under  a  dififerept  gorero- 
ment,  different  constitution  and  laws;  thef  are 
almost  strangers  to  the  tongue  in  which  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  Gk>vernmeot  are  to  be  recorded; 
with  our.  Constitutiop,  laws^  and  principles  oi 
jurisprudence,  they  have  little  more  acquaint- 
ance than  other  nations.  The  reasons  against 
anticipating  the  regular  period  for  their  admis- 
sion into  the  Union  thicken  upon  the  mind  in 
revolving  the  subject. 

It  only  remains,  sir.  for  me  to  express  my  deep 
regret  at  the  animadversions  and  reflecuonsso 
liberally  bestowed  by  the  honorable  delate 
(Mr.  Poind£XT£r)  upon  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  auivcT,)  who  preceded  him 
in  the  debate. 

In  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  (a  countrr 
60  often  stismatixed  on  this  floor)  will  be  iom 
examples  of  free  debate,  fully  equal  in  ardepcf, 
vehemence,  and  invective,  to  all  that  fell  ifoffl 
the  eloquent  member  from  Massachusetts. 

We  have  there  witnessed  the  old  Karl  Cm'- 
ham,  at  a  crisis  all-important  to  the  British  b^ 
pi  re,  (the  commencement  of  the  great  contat 
for  American  rights,)  sounding  the  alarm  at  iw 
measures  of  administration;  pronouaciog  thewai 
on  America  founded  in  wron^  and  iDJosiice.aD 
arraigning  the  known  favorite  measures  of « 
King  in  a  strain  of  angry  and  terrible  i»J^j'/t 
that  can  scarce  find  its  parallel  in  the  Eog^^l 
language-    Shall  this  House,  in  all  the  fa""^  JJ 
freedom  secured  by  the  Constitution,  beaff*^^ . 
follow  such  examples?    It  is  here,  sir,  on  tD» 
floor,  that  free  debate  is  consecrated— here  dine - 
ent  opinions  are  to  mingle  in  conflict,    ip 
press  this  freedom  would  touch  the  vital  pn^^' 
pies  of  the  Constitution.  ^  a. 

While  the  free  and  ardent  observations  otiaj 

gentleman  from  Massachusetts  were  pou)<^ 
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the  cooseque&ces  of  the  bill,  if  passed  into  a  Uw, 
I  was  sorry  to  observe  in  the  honorable  delegate 
a  course  so  widely  different — a  studied  adherence 
to  obserrations  of  a  personal  nature  which  could 
throw  DO  light  on  the  subject  before  us,  and  but 
ill  become  the  dignity  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  if  he  were  so  disposed  he  should 
be  perfectly  uoable  to  follow  geoiiemea  in  their 
remafk$,  baviog  been  contiaualljKeogaged,  since 
the  adjouromeat  yesterday,  in  the  duties  assigned 
him  by  the  House.    I  should  not  4iow  have  risen^ 
said  Mr.  B.,  if  the  gentleoaan  from  Mississippi 
Territory  had  taken  the  ground  on  which  I  mean 
to  jastify  my  rote.  In  my  opinion,  sir,  the  tre*ty- 
makiog  power  has  very  little  to  do  with  the  sub- 
ject.   We  derive  our  power  from  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  4th  article  of  the  Constitution :  and 
before  I  read  it  I  beg  leave  to  state  a  general  rule 
of  coostructioD,  whieh^in  my  apprehenstion  should 
be  unirersally  adopted,  and  which  I  apply  to  this 
seciioD,  viz :  wheinever  a  general  power  is  granted, 
and  certain  limitations  are  expressed,  the  expres- 
sioQ  of  those  excludes  all  other  limitation  or  deri- 
vatioQ  by  implication.    *^  New  States  may  he  ad- 
mitted into  tne  Unioo-"  Here  is  a  general  power 
graoted,  and^  in  my  bumble  apprehension,  it  there 
were  do  limitation,  it  would  give  ample  author- 
ity to  admit  States  into  tbe  union  from  territo- 
ries Dot  belonging  to  the  United  States  at  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.    But, 
io  addition  to  the  words.  I  have  quoted,  are  the 
following:  ^^But  no  new  State  shall  be  formed 
'  or  erected  wuhio  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other 
'State;  nor  aay  State  be  formed  by  the  junc- 
'  iloQ  of  two  or  more  States,  or  paru  of  States, 
^  witbout  tbe  consent  of  the  Lwslaturea  of  the 
^  States  cooceraed  as  well  as  of  the  Congress." 
Here  is  a  general  power  with  two  limitations. 
Now,  according  to  my  rule,  the  expression  of 
these  two  excludes  all  idea  of  any  other,  and  I 
theoce  (airly  iofer  the  authority  at  Congress  to 
pass  the  bill  before  you.    I  presume  gentlemen 
will  not  deny  tbe  correctness  of  the  role.    If  it 
is  not  to  be  applied  in  this  particular  casfi}  some 
gentleman  wno  thinks  so  wilishow  why  it  should 
not. 

It  will  be  recollected,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  I 
was  among  the  number  yesterday  wbo  voted 
against  the  decision  of  the  Cbair  on  a  point  of 
order.  I  conceived  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  or  any  other  member  had  a  right, 
peodiog  a  measure,  to  express  his  views  of  the 
coDsequences  to  result  from  it ;  but  whether  the 
geDtleman's  conclusions  were  correct  is  a  dis- 
tinct question,  on  which  I  will  offer  no  argument. 
Bnt  I  will  close  the  few  remarks  I  have  to  offer 
to  the  House  hy  reading  part  of  an  address  to 
the  people  of  this  nation  by  the  first  character  it 
bas  given  birth  to. 

Mr.  B.  then  read,  as  a  part  of  hfs  speech,  the 
following  extract  from  Wabhinoton's  Farewell 
Address: 

''The  anity  of  Government  which  censtitotes  yon 
^  people,  is  also ,  now  dear  to  yoa.  It  is  justly  so ; 
wr  it  it  a  main  pillar  in  the  edifice  of  your  real  inde- 


your  peace  abroad ;  of  your  safety,  of  your  prosperity, 
of  that  very  liberty  which  jou  so  highly  prise.  But  as 
it  is  easy  to  foresee  that,  from  different  causes  and  firoaa 
different  quarters,  much  pains  will  be  taken,  many 
artifices  employed,  to  weaken  in  your  minds  the  con- 
viction of  this  truth ;  at  this  is  the  point  in  your  polit- 
ical fortress  against  which  the  batteries  of  internal  and 
external  enemies  will  be  most  constantly  and  actively 
(though  often  covertly  and  insidiously)  directed,  it  m 
of  infinite  moment  that  you  should  properly  estimate 
the  immense  value  of  national  Union  to  your  collect- 
ive and  individual  happfaiess ;  that  you  should  cheririi 
a  cordialf  habitual,  and  immovable  attachment  to  it ; 
accustoming  yottiaelveato  t^iink  and  apeak  of  it  as  the 
palladium  of  your  political  safety -and  prosperity; 
watching  for  its  preservation  with  jealous  anxiety; 
discountenancing  wiiatever  may  suggest  even  a  suspi- 
CAon  that  it  can  in  any  event  be  abandoned,  and  mr 
digoantly  frowning  upon  the  first  dawning  of  every 
attempt  to  alienate  anv  portion  of  our  country  from 
the  rest,  or  to  enfeeble  tne  sacred  ties  which  now  link 
together  the  various  partf." 

Mrr  WaiGBT. — Sir,  this  bill  is  not,  in  my 
judgment,  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  nor 
have  I  a  tear  that  it  is  fraught  with  those  direful 
consequences  with  which  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Qdiiicy)  threatens  us.  It 
will  neither  justify  a  dissolution  of  the  Union, 
nor  lead  any  citizen  attached  to  it,  even  amica- 
bly, much  less  forcibly,  to  the  contemplation  of 
it,  notwithstanding  the  predictions  of  that  gen- 
tleman. That  we  are  authorized  to  erect  new 
States,  I  will  prove  both  by  theory  and  practice, 
and  for  that  purpose  I  will  first  invite  your  atten- 
tion to  the  articles  of  Confederation.  By  one 
section  it  is  expresely  declared  that  Canada  may 
be  permitted  to  enjoy  all  the  benefits  of  the  Con- 
federation on  the  same  terms  with  the  other 
States  of  the  Union.  The  thirteen  States  under 
this  Confederation  conducted  themselves  safely 
through  the  war{  but  findins,  in  1787,  that  their 
requisitions  had  not  been  duly  respected,  and 
that  New  York  ha^  rejected  some  necessary 
commercial  regulations,  wherebv  their  fiscal  af- 
farra  were  deraoged,  Congress,  by  a  resolution, 
re.^oIved  that  a  convention  of  States  should  be 
held  for  the  express  purpose  of  amending  the 
articles  of  Confederation.  Under  thisresolutica 
the  Convention  met,  and  proceeded  ^o  form  the 
present  Constitution.  Thus  it  will  appear  that 
tbey  were  to  form  the  new  Constitution  not  ear 
pari  xnaterioy  but  out  of  the  very  materials  of 
the  Confederation. 

As  a  conclusive  evidence,  you  will  find  a  num- 
ber of  the  articles  in  each  instrument  literally  or 
siibstaniially  the  same,  and  thereby  be  justified 
in  giving  a  construction  of  the  letter  of  the  Con- 
atiiution,  so  as  to  respect  the  spirit  of  the  Confed- 
eration. By  the  third  section  of  4th  article  of 
the  Constitution,  "New  States  may  be  admitted 
by  Congress  into  the  Unions"  and  by  the  next 
member  of  the  sama  section,  '^  the  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  dispose  of  and  make  lul  needful 
rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or 
other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States"— 
hence  I  can  have  no  doubt  that  Congress  have 


P«&deQce;  the  support  of  your  tiaaquiUity  at  home,   the  power  to  admit  new  States  into  the  Union, 
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that  power  beiag  expressly  gireii.  It  is  howerer 
contended,  that  that  power  is  limited  to  the  ad- 
mission only  of  those  States  that  majr  be  estab- 
lished within  the  limits  of  the  Uoitea  States,  as 
demarcated  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace.    And  the 

f»rearoble  to  the  Constitation  i$  relied  on  toestab- 
ish  that  doctrine.  "*  We,  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  d^c.  do  establish  this  Constitution  foe  the 
United  States  of  America ''  If  this  preamble  is 
to  imperious  as  to  limit  the  positive  provisions  of 
the  ConstitutioD,  it  will  certainly  limit  itself  to 
the  Stales  that  formed  the  Constitution— ^tbe  ne- 
gative of  which  ban  been  dettrmtaed.  To  prove 
which,  here  let  me  call  your  attention  to  the 
fact,  that  Vermont  was  not  a  member  ofthe  Con- 
federation« nor  was  she  a  member  of  the  Conven* 
tion  that  formed  the  Constitution ;  she  therefore 
was  not  one  of  the  United  States — was  foreign 
as  to  them,  and  as  distinctly  governed  as  any 
other  Aireign  Power;  she  in  1791  was  admitted 
into  the  Union,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
extended  to  her.  She  was  not  one  of  the  old 
States,  and  was  correctly  admitted  under  the 
power  to  admit  new  States;  Vermont  was  so 
repulsive  to  a  confederacy  with  the  United  States, 
as  not  to  be  mentioned  in  the  Articles  of  Confed- 
eration. Can  it  he  for  a  moment  doubted  that 
Canada,  expressly  mentioned,  might  be  bow  re- 
ceived as  a  new  State,  by  becoming  independent, 
or  by  purchase,  when  Vermont  has  been  admit- 
ted, who  was  not  mentioned  in  the  Confederation! 
Can  there  be  an  opinion  that  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  intended  Canada  should  be  excluded 
from  the  benefits  of  the  Constitution,  when  before 
invited  into  it?  When,  by  the  express  letter  of 
the  instrument,  ''new  States  may  be  admitted," 
.and  when  Vermont,  not  mentioned  in  the  Confed- 
eration, has  been  admitted  7  Such  a  conclusion 
can  never  be  the  rational  result  of  such  premises. 
But  it  is  objected,  thai,  as  this  Territory  was  ob- 
tained by  treaty,  and  after  the  formation  of  the 
Constitution,  it  cannot  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
as  a  State. 

I  have  shown  that  new  States  may  be  admit- 
ted, that  Vermont  has  been  admitted,  and  that 
Canada  was  expressly  entitled  under  the  Confed- 
eration, and  by  the  terms  of  the  Constitution 
may  be  admitted  as  a  new  State.  "Congress 
may  admit  new  States  into  the  Union,  and  make 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations  with  respect  to 
the  territorv  or  other  property  of  the  United 
States."  This  is  certainly  a  territory,  the  pro- 
pert  v  of  the  United  States,  and  Congress  as  cer- 
tainly, may,  if  needful,  that  19,  expedient,  admit  it 
into  the  Union.  We  are  told,  I  presume  to  re- 
tard this  measure,  that  the  limits  are  in  dispute, 
and  that,  if  made  a  State,  they  cannot  afterwards 
be  settled  by  the  United  States.  That  this  is 
not  the  ease,  I  will  prove  by  theory  and  by  prac- 
tice. By  the  treaty-making  power  vested  in  the 
President  and  the  Senate,  they  may  treat  on  all 
subjects  within  the  treaty-making  power,  with 
foreign  nations,  and  where  the  limits  of  anv  for- 
eign Power  adjoining  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  are  not  ascertained  to  their  mutual  satis- 
faction, they  certainly  may  settle  them  by  a  treaty 


of  limits.  This  is  the  practice  and  usage  of  all 
nations,  and  the  United  States  by  a  treatf  of  limits 
with  Great  Britain,  did  settle  the  begioniog  of 
their  northeastern  limits,  at  the  river  St.  Croix, 
whereby  they  gave  up  seven  miles  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, which  was  taken  from  a  State — beoee  I  pre* 
same  no  difficnlty  can  arise  on  the  snbject.  Here 
let  me  remark  that  as  the  United  States  establish 
the  territpry  into  a  State  with  all  the  right  they 
have  and  no  more,  if  it  shall  be  fotrad  that  the 
property  belonged  to  a  foreign  Power,  the  grant 
of  Che  United  States  of  thUt  to  which  they  were 
not  entitled  cotiid  vest  no  title  in  the  State,  the 
grantee ;  nor  can  they  complaiii,  as  that  is  the 
true  construction  of  the  grant  Sir,  a  strange 
reverse  has  attended  the  acquisition  of  Loaisiana, 
At  first  New  Orleans  was  so  important  to  the 
United  States  that  they  coold  not  do  without  it, 
and  the  na fiction  of  the  Mississippi  depended 
upon  its  acquisition.  A  certain  Senator  of  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  J.  Rom)  in  the  Senate  was  so  de- 
voted to  lis  9ieQumtion,  per  foB  out  pernios,  thM 
he  voluntered  his  services  to  take  it  bv  force,  with 
a  view,  I  presume,  of  involving  the  United  Stato 
in  a  war,  as  a  diversion  in  favor  of  (3reat  Britain; 
but  that  body  repelled  every  idea  of  force,  and 
from  information  that  it  might  be  purchased,  au- 
thorized their  Minister  to  purchase  it ;  which  was 
efiected  at  less  expense  than  it  would  hare  cost 
to  have  taken  it,  whereby  the  peace  and  blood  of 
the  nation  were  preserved.  Then  it  all  at  once 
become  of  little  value ;  the  title  was  dispoced, 
and  the  extent  of  the  limits  by  which  we  were 
informed  it  was  sold,  were  disputed  hy  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  Ankerican  people.  And  now, 
after  the  treaty  has  been  ratified,  and  by  law  con- 
firmed, and  the  purchase  money  paid,  oar  title  is 
still  slandered,  and  the  extension  of  our  limits,  on 
this  floor,  disputed.  However,  I  hope  and  trust 
this  bill  will  pass,  andj  sgreeably  to  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  treaty,  this  people  will  be  received 
into  the  bosom  01  the  American  family.  Their 
fidelity  has  been  already  tested  by  a  devotion  to 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  when  a  portion  of  the 
Americaa  people  were,  by  treason,  endeavoring 
to  dissever  them  from  the  Union. 

Mr.  Kbt  spoke  half  an  hour  against  the  bill, 
and  Mr.  Maoon  a  few  minutes  in  reply  to  him. 

The  Question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
for  indennite  postponement,  and  lost,  as  follows : 

YsAB— Daniel  BlaisdeU,  John  C.  Chsmheiiain,  Wil- 
liam Chamberlin,  Martin  Chittenden,  William  Eij, 
James  Emott,  Charles  Goldsborongh,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
William  Hale,  Daniel  Heister,  Richard  Jackson,  Jan., 
Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Robert  Le  Roy  I^vingston,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Williani 
Milnor,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Eliriia  R. 
Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  KUlian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Labsn  Wheaton,  and  James  Wilson — ^88. 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  Esekiel  Bacon,  DaWd  Bard,  William 
T.  Bany,  Bnrwell  Bassett,  WMUam  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  Bnrwell,  Widiaai 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhonn,  Matthew  Clay,  Jamea  Coch- 
ran, William  Crawford,  Riehard  Cntta,  John  0ai 
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JoiephDMlMU  JtAOk  W.  bm  Wtllkm  Findley,  Jon- 
alhftD  riflk,MMh«ek  FHuikltn,  BtfiWfti  Oannelt,  Gid- 
eon Gftidner,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomaa  Ghalson,  Pe- 
tegnon  OoedwjQ,  William  Halni,  Junaa  HoUaiid»  Ja- 
cob Huflj,  Ricliaid  M.  Johaaon,  Tbomaa  Kaiiaii, 
William  Keanadyy  Aaron  Lyia,  Nathaniel  MaoMi, 
Samnal  MeKee»  Alexandor  McKim,  William  McKin- 
ley,  Ploaaani  M.  Millor,  Samael  L«  MitchiIl,.Jolm  Mont- 
gomexy,  NichoJaa  R.  Moore,  Thomaa  Moote,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Gordon  8.  Momford,.  Thomas  Newbold,  Thoa. 
Newton,  John  Nicholaoa,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneasee, 
Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane, 
Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Lem- 
uel Sawyer,  John  A.  Scudder,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smithi 
John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Thompson,  Uri 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Archi- 
bald Van  Horn,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill, 
lUchard  Winn,  Robert  Witherspoon,  and  Robert 
Wright— 78. 

The  main  qaestion  was  then  taken  that  the 
said  bill  do  pass,  and  resolved  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  77,  nays  36,  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Wm. 
Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  ]>ayid  Bard,  Wm.  T.  Barry, 
Burwell  Baaaett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  Wm.  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph 
Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William 
Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha, 
John  W.  Eppes,  WilKam  Findley,  Jonathan  Pkk, 
Meshack  FrankHn,  BaniHai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gard* 
ner,  David  8.  Garhind,  Thomas  Gbolson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  WUIiani  Helms,  James  HoUand,  Jacob  Huf- 
ty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  WiUiam  Ken- 
nedy, Aaron  Lvle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Samuel  MoKee, 
Alexander  Mdf im,  Wm.  McKinley,  P.  M.  Miller,  Sam- 
uel L.  MitchiU,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  McMire, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mum- 
ford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nichol- 
son, John  Porter^  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Penn* 
■ylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards, 
Samuel  Bimtpyld,  Jobn  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Eben- 
ezer Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John 
A.  Scudder,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Ckorge  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Uri  Trafly,Geoige  M.Treup, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  White- 
bifi,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Witherspoon,  and  Ro|>ert 
Wrighu 

NATa^Ahqah  Bl^elofw,  DaMet  BiaiadeU,  John  C. 
Chamberlain,  Wm.  Chamberlin,  Martin  Chittenden, 
John  Davenport,  Junior,  Wiltian  E^yt  Jamea  Emott, 
Charles  GoldaborOQgh,Thom«i  R.  Gold,  WiUiam  Hale, 
Daniel  Heiatez,  JmuUhsoi  H*  Hubbard,  Ebeneaer  Hun* 
tiagton,  Ricbaid  Jaduon,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkina,  Philip  B* 
Key,  Joseph  Lewis»  jr.,  Kobert  Lo  Roy  Livingston, 
Archibald  MeBryde,  William  MUnor,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Stanley,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
KilUan  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  James 
Wilson. 


The  following  is  the  bill  as  finally  passed : 

A  Bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans to  farm  a  constitution  and  State  government, 
and  for  the  admis^on  of  such  State  into  the  Unioa, 
llthCoM.  SdSfiss.— 19 


on  an  eqnal  ibothig  with  the  original  States;  and  §u 
other  pnrpeeea. 

Be  ii  enacted  by  the  Senate  atid  House  of'Rjtptt' 
ientatives  of  the  united  States  of  America,  in  Con- 
gfess  assembled,  That  the  inhabiUnts  of  Uie  Territory 
of  Orleans  be,  and  they  are  herebv,  authorized  to  form 
for  therosehes  a  constitution  and  State  gOTemment, 
and  assume  such  name  as  it  may  deem  proper,  wi£ 
the  provision5,  and  upon  the  conditions  hereinafter 
mentioned. 

Sic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  said  Suta 
shall  be  composed  of  all  that  part  of  the  territory  or 
country  ceded  under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  by  the 
treaty  made  at  Paris  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  now  contained  within  the  limits  of 
the  Territory  of  Orleans,  except  that  part  lying  east  of 
the  river  Iberville  and  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the 
middle  of  the  lakes  Maurepas  and  Pontchartrain  to  tha 
ocean.  • 

Sac.  3.  And  be  (t  further  enacted.  That  all  free 
male  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  have  ar- 
rived to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  resided  with- 
in the  said'Territory  at  least  one  year  previous  to  the 
day  of  election,-  and  shall  have  paiu  a  territorial,  county, 
district,  OT  parish  tax ;  and  all  persons  having  in  other 
respects  the  legal  qualifications  to  vote  for  representa- 
tives in  the  General  Assembly,  or  the  Territory  thereof, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  choose  repre- 
sentatives to  form  a  convention,  who  shall  be  appor- 
tioned amongst  the  several  counties,  districts,  and 
parishes,  within  the  said  Territory  of  Orleans,  in  such 
manner  as  the  Legislatare  of  the  said  Territory  shall 
by  law  direct  The  number  of  representatives  shall 
not  exceed  sixty ;  and  the  elections  for  tbe  representa- 
tives aforesaid  shall  take  place  on  the  third  Monday  of 
September  next,  and  shall  be  conducted  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  now  provided  by  the  laws  of  the  said 
Territory  for  electing  members  for  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

Sac*  4.  And  be  it  furtfUf"  macted^  That  the  mem- 
bers of  the  conventioa,  when  duly  elected,  be»  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  meet  at  the  city  of  New 
Orieans,  on  the  fiiat  Monday  of  November  next,  which 
convention,  when  met,  shall  first  determine,  by  a  m^ 
jority  of  the  whole  number  elected,  whether  it  be  ex- 

gedient  or  not,  at  that  time,  to  form  a  oonatttntion  and 
tate  government,  for  the  people  within  the  said  Terri* 
tofy,  and  if  it  be  determined  to  be  expedient,  then  the 
cdodventioa  ahall  in  l(ke  manner  declare,  in  behalf  of 
the  people  of  the  said  Territory,  that  it  adopta  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States ;  whereu|>on  the  said 
convention  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  form 
a  constitution  and  State  government,  for  the  peo^  of 
the  said  Teiriteiy:  Promded^  The  oonstitntion  to  be 
formed,  in  virtue  of  the  authority  herein  given,  shall 
be  republican,  and  consistent  with  the  Constitution  of 
(he  United  States;  that  it  shall  contain  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty ;  that  it 
shall  secure  to  the  citizen  the  trial  by  jury  in  idl 
criminal  cases,  and  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  conformably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States;  and  that  after  the  adminion 
of  the  said  Terriioiy  of  Orleans  aa  a  Sute  into  the 
Union,  the  laws  which  such  State  may  pass,  shall  be 
promulgated,  and  its  records  of  every  description  shall 
be  preserved,  and  its  judicial  and  legislative  written 
proceedings  conducted,  in  the  language  in  which  the 
laws  and  the  judicial  and  legislative  written  proceed- 
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logs  of  the  United  States  are  now  publiihed  and  con- 
ducted: And  orovided  abOf  That  the  aaid  convention 
shall  provide  iy  an  ordinance,  irrevocable  without  the 
consent  of  the  United  States,  that  the  people  inhabit* 
^g  the  said  Territory  do  agree  and  declare,  that  they 
forever  disclaim  all  right  or  title  to  the  waste  or  an- 
appropriated  lands,  lying  within  the  said  Territory; 
and  that  the  same  shall  be  and  remain  at  the  sole  and 
entire  disposition  of  the  United  States ;  and,  more- 
over, that  each  and  every  tract  of  land,  sold  by  Con- 
gress, shall  be  and  remain  exempt  from  any  tax,  laid 
by  the  order  or  under  the  authority  of  the  State,  whe- 
ther for  State,  county,  township,  parish,  or  any  other 
purpose  whatever,  for  the  term  of  five  years,  from  and 
after  tlie  respective  days  of  the  sales  thereof;  and  that 
the  lands  belonging  to  persons  residing  without  the 
•aid  State,  shall  never  be  taxed  higher  than  the  lands 
belonging  to  persons  residing  therein;  and  that  no 
taxes  shall  be  imposed  on  lands  the  property  of  the 
United  States.  And  that  the  river  Bfiwi'^ippi  luid  the 
navigable  rivers  and  waters  leading  into  the  same,  or 
into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  shall  be  common  highways 
and  for  ever  free,  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  Uie  said 
State  as  to  other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  without 
any  tax,  impost,  or  duty  therefor. 

Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  in  caae  the 
convention  shall  declare  its  assent,  in  behalf  of  the 
people  of  the  said  Territory,  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government  for  the  people  of 
the  said  Territory  of  OrlaBins,  the  said  convention,  as 
«oon  'thereafter  as  may  be,  is  hereby  required  to  cause 
to  be  transmitted  to  Congress  the  instrument  hy  which 
its  assent  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is 
thus  given  and  declared,  and"  slse  a  true  and  attested 
copy  of  such  constitution  or  frame  of  State  govem- 
nent,  as  shall  be  formed  tod  provided  by  said  conven- 
tion, and  if  the  same  shall  not  be  disapproved  by  Con- 
gress^ the  said  State  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
upon  the  same  footing  with  the  original  States. 

WsDif  E8DAT,  January  16. 

The  bill  to  change  the  name  of  Lewis  Grant, 
to  that  of  Lewis  Qraot  Davidson,  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  eogrotoed,  and  read  the  thira 
lime  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MiTCBiLL  presented  a  petition  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  of  the  Merchants!  Bank  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  praying  the  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  United  States' Bank;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Cororoittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  renewal  of  the  said 
charter. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
amhorize  the  surreyiog  and  making  of  certain 
roads  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  contemplated  by 
the  treaty  of  Brownstown  in  the  Territory,  of 
Michig^an,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entided  VAn 
act  to  incorporate  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria," was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  the 
Bank  of  Alexandria. 

Buotved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  Hpnse  a  list  of  the 
directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^  and 


of  the  several  branehea ;  and  a  statement  of  the 
stock  held  by  foreigners,  and  in  what  countries, 
aird  of  the  stock  held  by  citiaens,  and  in  what 
States  and  Territories;  and,  also,  the  amoomof 
specie,  according  to  the  last  returns,  in  the  vaolu 
of  the  bank,  distinguishing  the  part  which  beloogi 
to  4he  bank,  the  portion  belonging  to  indiTidaiii, 
and  to  the  United  States. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''Aoaet 
to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Wasbiogtoo,^  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  (o  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An act 
to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Potomac,"  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  last  mentioned. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  eotitled  ''Aa 
act  for  the  reliefof  Ebenezer  Rollins;"  in  wfaieii 
bill  th^  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  Eoose. 
'  The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committeeof 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Seoate  for  the 
relief  of  tbe  heirs  of  Major  General  Anthoof 
Wayne.  [The  bill  authorizes  a  resettlement  of 
accounts  of  said  deceased,  supposed  to  have  beea 
too  hastily  adjusted.]  Mr.  Milmob  stated  the 
object  of  the  bill  with  great  precision,  rainatelr 
detailing  many  sums  of  money  due  General 
Wayne  at  the  time  of  hia  decease,  Ivith  which 
his  heirs  had  not  beea  credited  in  the  settlemeot 
of  his  accounts.  Mr.  Wbigbt  also  apoke  io 
favor  of  the  bill.  The  bill  waa  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  And  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed 
without  opposition. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITBD  STATES. 

The  House  retolved  ilsdf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  renew  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BuRWELi«  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section.  ' 

1  have  made  this  motion,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  be- 
cause it  allows  the  greatest  latitude  of  discas- 
sion  upon  the  important  points  which  are  prelip- 
inary  to  tbe  examination  of  the  details.  It  tries 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  may  save  mocii 
tedious  and  useless  labor.  Should  a  majoritf  de 
cide  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales, 
as  an  honest  man,  I  will  aid  in  forming  a  sffteD 
best  adapted  to  the  state  of  the  country,  aod  motf 
subservient  to  the  purposes  of  such  an  tnstitutioo* 
Tbe  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Mobs- 
let)  has  done  justice  to  my  cooduct,  and  the  fair- 
ness with  which  the  subject  has  been  treated,  i 
have  been  anxious  to  present  the  question  f&iHTi 
not  from  any  doubt  or  indecision  as  to  the  course 
I  should  pursue,  but  from  its  magnitude,  and  the 
sensibility  it  has  excited.  It  wilt  be  recdiected  by 
the  Committee,  when  the  gentleman  from  PeoO' 
sylvania  presented  the  memorial  upon  which  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  founded  his  report,  on 
that,  as  on  all  subsequent  occasions,  my  oppo^ 
sition  was  manifested ;  an  J  I  will  add  that  tbe 
particular  attention  which  my  duty  has  co0- 
pelled  me  to  bestow  on  the  bank,  has  coofirmei 
more  strongly  former  impresasions. 
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The  renarki  I  shall  make  are  intended  to  ehow 
tiiat  Cooffress  powestes  no  power  to  ittcorporate 
a  bank ;  to  show  its  effect  on  the  Oorernment, 
and  to  aatisff  the  Committee  that  the  exercise 
of  the  power,  even  if  possessed,  is  inexpedient. 
While,  sir,  I  feel  the  ina<it  ardent  desire  to  eon- 
solt  the  convenience  of  theOoTernment  and  pro* 
raoie  the  prosperity'  of  the  commanitjr  in  general, 
I  hare  not  lost  sight  of  the  limits  within  which  I 
tm  restrained  hj  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  considerations  of  sound  policy.    It  is 
my  most  deliberate  coofiction  that  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  country  gives  no  authority  to  Con- 
gress to  incorporate  a  bank  and  enddw  the  stock- 
noideiswith  chartered  imttmities;  and  even  if 
lis  djsiolntion  should  produce  ruin  to  the  mer- 
chants, and,  what  is  of  equal  importance,  emhar- 
lassmeat  to  the  Gtovernmeiit,  they  would  not  be 
paramount  to  the  sacred  obligation  of  supporting 
the  Constitution ;  though  1  am  persuaded  the 
dreadful  evils  whieh  have  been  nredicted  from 
the  annihilation  of  the  bAnk  will  soon  vanish, 
and  that  no  material  shock  will  be  produced  by 
that  cause.     The  construction  which  the  Con- 
sti(ution  has  reoeived  by  the  various  persons  who 
hare  at  different  times  administered  it,  has  been 
rigid  or  liberml  according  to  the  confidence  in  the 
General  or  Skate  governments.    The  unqualified 
extent  giveo  to  its  general  powers,  and  the  inclu- 
sion of  incidental  powers,  as  flowing  from  and 
belonging  to  particular  enumerated  mmtfi,  have 
constituted    the  essential  points  of  difference 
among  thoee  who  have  divided  upon  the  prinei* 
pies  of  the  Constitution.    This  has  been  the  case 
not  only  in  the  exercise  of  authority  where  the 
right  was  qaestionable,  but  in  cases  where  the 
right  was  undeniable,  tending  by  its  operation  to 
increase  the  weight  of  the  General  Government. 
In  giving  to  the  Constitution  that  construction 
which  sound  policy  requires,  and  a  just  regard  to 
the  harmonv  of  the  States  and  the  perpetuation 
of  their  Union  dictates,  I  cannot  flno  any  part  of 
it  aathoriziiig  the  exercbe  of  a  power  which, 
from  iu  naliire^  is  obnoxious,  ito  tendency  alarm- 
ing, and  its  inflncacein  the  hands  of  thoee  who 
manage  iu  eoneerns  irresistible.    The  power  to 
BstahJish  a  bank  cannot  be  deduced  from  the  gen- 
eral phraaes  "  to  provide  for  the  common  dWence 
and  general  welfare,''  beeaqse  they  merely  an- 
nounce the  object  for  which  the  General  Govern- 
Dent  was  iastitnted.    The  only  means  by  which 
:his  object  is  to  be  attained  are  specifically  enu* 
Derated  in  the  Constitution,  and  if  they  are  not 
tmple,  it  is  a  defect  which  Congtai  are  not* 
:ompeteot  to  supply.    1  think  this  inference  the 
(tronger,  inasmuch  as  those  means  were  granted 
o  us  by  those  who  had  acted  under  the  Coofed- 
iratton  and  experienced  ita  defects,  and  knew 
precisely  to  what  extent  power  was  requisite  to 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
pvelfare.    In  relation  to  this  particular  subject, 
:he  proceedings  of  the  Convention  itself  fbrnish 
:he  plainest  evidence,  by  rejecting  the  proposition 
o  vest  in  Congress  the  right  to  grant  incorpora- 
ions.    I  readily  admit  the  motive  of  deliberative 
lodies  cannot  always  be  known.    Various  eon* 


sidentioas  might  have  operated.  They  might 
have  supposed  the  power  already  vested,  fiut,  it 
is  incumbent  on  those  who  can  place  faith  in  an 
interpretation  so  repngnant  to  the  cautious  and 
guarded  phraseology  of  the  instrument  to  dem- 
onstrate it.  If  the  right  to  incorporate  exists,  it 
is  a  general  grant  of  power,  equally  applicable  to 
all  the  objects  of  incorporation,  and  cannot  be 
assumed  as  a  meaiM  to  carry  into  effect  any  par- 
ticular grant  of  authority.  To  my  mind,  it  is 
much  more  natural  to  suppose  a  power  to  create 
monopolies  had  been  surrendered,  to  quiet  the 
fears  of  those  who  saw  in  the  Constitution  the 
germ  which  would  sooner  or  later  palsy  the  vitals 
of  the  State  authoritv.  If  the  ^neral  phraaes 
ire  not  explained  in  tne  manner  just  mentioned, 
and.  powers  so  extensive  and  important  are  de- 
rived from  them,  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  con- 
sider the  jurisdiction  of  Congress  restricted ;  they 
would  confer  equal  authority  to  establish  monop- 
olies in  all  the  various  branches  of  individual  in- 
dustry and  commercial  enterprise.  Sir,  I  will 
conclude  this  part  of  the  subject  by  reminding 
JQH  how  essential  it  is,  when  we  are  giving  an 
interpretation  to  the  Constitution,  to  which  the 
States  are  parties,  to  assume  only  what  clearlv 
belongs  to  us.  Moderation  will  inspire  confi- 
dence, selfishness  will  excite  disgust  and  sn^ 
picion. 

The  parts  of  the  Constitution  which  bear  any 
analogy  to  this  subject,  are 

1st.  Couffress  shaJl  have  power  to  lay  and  col- 
lect taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the 
debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare,  dto. 

2d.  To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States. 

3d.  To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations^ 
and  among  the  several  States,  and  with  Indian 
tribes.    And 

4th.  To  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessarr 
and  proper  to  carry  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all 
other  powers  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  the 
General  Gbvernment,  into  effect. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that,  if  the  estaUishment 
of  a  bank  comes  within  the  meaning  of  the  power 
to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  regulate  commerce,  or  ia 
qecessary  and  proper  to  carry  the  foregoing  jpow- 
ers  into  effect,  it  would  he  a  fair  subject  for  legia- 
lation  by  Congress.  But  can  any  one  pretend 
that  a  bank  would  be  a  mode  contemplated  by  the 
Constitution  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  on  the  peo- 
ple for  the  purpose  of  raising  revenue  1  Would 
It  comport  with  that  wise  principle  of  uniformity^ 
and  those  guarded  restrictions  against  unequal 
burdens  on  the  people,  which  constitute  the  most 
valuable  safeguard  to  the  citizen  1  To  under- 
stand these  terms  we  must  give  them  a  meaning 
which  has  been  affixed  by  their  usual  import. 
When  we  apeak  of  the  power  to  lay  taxes,  we  un* 
derstand  by  it  a  demand  of  money  from  the  com- 
munity, regulated  by  fixed  and  equitable  princi- 
ples, indiscriminate  as  to  persons,  and  the  species 
of  property  taxed.  To  suppose  that  every  law 
which  imposed  butdeas  or  brought  money  into 
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the  Tteamny  was  CoiMtitaikmal  would  dcMT6y 
our  eqaal  sfstcn  of  government,  and  satoilute 
a  eaprioioQs  despotism.  It  would  rerive  the  ex- 
ploded doctrine  of  free  gids^  benevolences,  and 
that  shamefirl  train  of  extortions  practised  b^  the 
old  Gtoyernments  of  Europe.  Does  It  fail  within 
the  power  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  United  States? 
This  clause  relates  entirely  to  the  application  of 
the  funds  after  they  have  been  accumulated  $  it 
is  in  conformity  with  that  article  which  pledges 
the  public  faith  for  debts  which  had  been  eon* 
tracted,  as  well  as  those  which,  might  be  created 
in  pursuance  of  the  authority  to  borrow  money 
upon  the  faith  of  the  United  States.  If  the  power 
to  incorporate  a  bank  grew  out  of  ihe  obligation 
to  pay  the  debts  of  the  United  States,  its  charter 
should  be  so  worded  as  to  cease  whenever  they 
were  extinguished ;  and  it  would  be  no  longer 
for  Congress  to  fix  a  definite  period  for  its  expi- 
ration. If  the  right  of  incorporation  was  ever 
meant  to  be  given,  h  would  most  naturally  fol- 
low from  the  regulation  of  commerce ;  yet,  no 
one  has  contended  Congress  could  ereate  in- 
surance compatiies  within  the  States.  Those 
who  contend  the  bank  is  Constitutional,  consider 
it  as  necessary  and  proper  in  collecting  the  reve- 
nue. That  it  may  be  an  useful  instrument,  I  do 
not  deny.  It  forms  depositories  convenient  ^o 
the  Government:  but,  yon  should  recollect  de- 
positories equally  safe  and  contenient,  can  be 
procured  without  being  purcha5ed  at  the  expense 
of  exorbitant  and  invidious  privileges  to  a  partic- 
ular class  in  the  community.  I  apprehend  the 
Constitution  means  something  extremely  differ- 
ent when  it  empowers  the  General  Government 
to  collect  taxes;  it  relates  exclusively  to  the  au- 
thority thus  given  to  Congress  of  employing  com* 
pulsory  process  in  ooercing  the  payment  of  taies ; 
It  enables  Congress  to  create,  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  States,  officers  of  the  revenue,  and 
through  them,  to  exercise  over  the  property  of 
thecitizej^s  a  concurrent  jurisdiction,  from  which 
they  otherwise  would  be  precluded,  and  from 
which  they  had  been  precluded  before  the  adop* 
tiott  of  the  Constitution  ;  it  enables  them  to  im- 
pose penalties  and  forfeitures,  and  to  inflict  pun- 
ishment for  resistance  to  their  authority.  But, 
air,  admit  for  a  moment  the  bank  may  be  formed 
to  collect  the  revenue,  ought  it  not  be  exclusively 
used  for  that  object?  Whence  the  power  lo 
make  it  an  instrument  of  commerce?  Why  in- 
Tost  it  with  a  capital  immense  in  amount,  and 
sovereign  in  its  control  over  the  external  and  in- 
ternal commerce  of  the  country?  Sir,  I  must 
again  call  your  attention  to  the  limited  nature  of 
our  Government;  we  must  administer  it  as  we 
find  it,  and  not  as  we  think  it  ought  to  be.  Un- 
der this  view  of  the  subject,  so  long  as  I  under- 
stand the  right  to  ^*  lay  taxes"  to  consist  in  draw- 
ing supplies  from  the  people  for  public  purposes, 
and  not  to  tax  one  portion  of  the  community  for 
the  benefit  of  another,  and  ^*  to  collect  them,"  the 
right  to  enforce  payment,  I  cannot  construe  them 
to  authorize  the  establishment  of  a  bank.  Sir,  a 
bank  has  been  improperly'considered  a  means  of 
executing  some  power  exclusively  given  to  Con- 


gress. The  nature  of  iiieorpaBalioBsissa«tciri)r 
a  distinct  class  of  political  ptfwer,  that,  befoit 
they  can  be  converted  into  means  incMeottl  to 
an  object  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Qeoenl 
Government,  they  must  be  shown  to  be  abto- 
lutely  necessary.  Permit  me  to  ask.  how  his  it 
been  ascertained  that  a  hank  is  necessary  to  tite 
operations  of  theGovemoient  ?  Has  the  expo* 
ment  been  tried?  Upon  a  qnesiinn  involTiag  a 
breach  of  the  Constitution,  it  wooM  benffrto 
be  guided  by  exnerienoe  than  eoojectnrc. 

Sir,  I  am  well  ^ware  that  I  oaa  add  Boibin; 
new  upon  the  Constitutional  points.  The  subject 
was  more  thoroughly  examined  ia  1781,  and  more 
ably  eluoidated  than  any  other  siaee  the  adop- 
tion of  the  €k)verament.  The  celehrated  specek 
of  Mr.  MAOfsoK.  to  which  I  aseribe  my  cosrie' 
tion,  has  been  recently  presented  to  os  is  tiie 
newspapers^  ajQd.  gentlemen  must  be  familiar  wttii 
it.  i  cannot  give  aJditional  weight  to  theiigt- 
mentfl^  but  I  thought  it  proper  to  call  theattca* 
tion  of  the  CommKtee  to  that  part  of  thesabjeel 
by  the  remarks  1  have  nmde. 

I  said,  sir,  it  must  be  shown  that  the  bsakii 
neoeasary  to  the  operations  of  theGovetament— 
Without  its  aid  our  fiscal  concerns  caooot  be 
managed.  So  far  from  subscribing  to  the  oectt- 
siiy  of  the  bank,  I  believe  the  revenue  wooid  be 
equally  safe  in  the  Stale  banks,  and  could  be  dis- 
tributed with  inconsiderable  diffioulty.  The  rev- 
enue received  in  most  of  the  States  is  aearJy 
equal  to  the  expeaditfire  within  them,  asd  wbea 
a  deficiency  occurred  in  anv  one,  it  could  be  sup- 
plied by  acrangemenu  with  the  difiereot  basks, 
by  transportation,  or  inland  bills  of  exchssge^  ia 
the  manner  that  the  public  engagements  are  ful* 
filled  abroad,  l-  will  venture  to  assert  the  Secfe- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  will  find  no  diffieolty  is 
contracting  with  individuals  and  ceeporate  iosti- 
tutions,  upon  the  most  ample  security,  to  trassfer 
the  public  revenue  upon  terms  equally  adna- 
tageous  to  the  United  States.  Among  theser- 
eral  States  commercial  ifitercouise  is  great,  sod 
daily  increasing;  the  constant  traffic  which  the 
different  porlioae  of  the  country  mainiaio  vith 
one  another,  will  give  facility  to  theopeiatioasof 
the  Government,  and  obviate  the  obstasles  which 
are  anticipated  9  the  very  ofmmerce  which  ea- 
ables  the  Treasury  to  remit  with  ease  ianneoie 
sums  to  every  part  of  Europe  is  the  resolt  of 
this  interchange  among  the  States,  wad  iasaitf 
equal  facility  at  home.  Where,  then,  is  the  oe- 
cesfiity  for  this  bi^nk  ?  The  accommodatioa  of 
the  bank  to  the  Government  in  times  of  &atf 
gency,  and  the  use  of  its  resources,  to  support 
public  credit,  have  been  urged  as.  motives  for 
its  establishment;  how  far  such  xoasideratioss 
weaken  Constitutional  objections,  it  is  needless 
to  state.  If,  sir,  the  bank  becomes  a  source  of 
su|>ply  to  the  Government  to  an  adequate  exteot, 
it  ceases  to  be  one  to  the  merchants.  It  there- 
fore, cannot  answer  in  both  capacities.  The  same 
necesHty  which  throws  the  Government  upon  the 
charity  of  the  banks  renders  it  incapable  of  dis- 
charging  the  obligation,  and  while  the  funds  01 
the  institution  are  locked  up  in  the  GovernoieB!} 
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its  commerciBl  faoetioas  ntost  eeue.  Tfae  relief 
wbieii  sodden  aod  temporafy  eraborrassmeDts 
require.  e«o,  ac  all  times,  be  adniinistered  by  tbe 
State  banks,  and,  therefore,  saperaedes  the  aeecB- 
■ity  of  aid  from  this  bank.  Whenever,  by  disas- 
ters, tbe  ordinarT  soitrces  of  supply  are  exhausted, 
or  the  aimToidable  objects  of  expenditare  exceed 
tbe  rerenne,  a  more  copious  and  permanent  ali- 
ment will!  be  found  in  the  wealth  and  eapical  of 
the  citizens  than  by  loans  from  bsnks.  Instead 
of  diverttag  the  active  and  productive  capital 
from  useful  cbannehi,  tbe  sid; gisb  and  inert  mass 
will  be  drawn  forth  in  its  aid;  to  support  public 
credit  aad  cherish  nrivste  enterprise.  Butj  sir, 
is  it  prudeat  to  reljr  upon  an  institution  that 
«nay  refuse  you  assistance  ?  What  will  be  the 
inflaenee  of  such  an  institution  on  the  Oovera- 
ment,  and  the  country  at  largel  It  cannot  escape 
your  recollection  that  the  establishment  of  the 
bsnk  of  the  United  States  was  the  origin  of  a 
system  which  assumed  as  its  basis  the  enlarge- 
ment of  th«  national  jurisdiction.  Whether  the 
prineiplea  of  expediency  to  which  it  owes  its 
airth  oe  regarded,  or  the  overweening  intaence 
it  established  over  the  moneyed  institutions  and 
merchants  or  tbe  States^  the  charge,  to  say  the 
least,  is  plaiuible.  The  close  and  intimate  con- 
ntxiott  between  the  Government  and  bank — the 
dependence  of  the  former  for  loans,  and  the  lat- 
<ter  for  public  deposites,  have  given  the  Bxecutive 
branch  its  full  share  of  influence  and  odium*— 
shows  ineontestably  it  was  created  to  augment 
the  power  of  the*  General  Government,  and  the 
Sxeeuttve  in  particular.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  the 
aommencement  of  those  political  animosities 
which  have  poisoned  the  sources  of  social  fnter- 
eourse ;  it  was  the  origin  of  that  doctrine  of  con- 
structive power  which  abrogates  tiie  Constitu- 
tion and"  nullifies  the  restriction*  imposed  upon 
'Congresa.  So  long  as  it  exists,  thaixidy  p(riitic 
will  azperience  the  agitations  and  convulsive 
throes  of  well  grounded  jealousy  in  the  States. 

Sir.  in  tbe  administration  of  this  Government 
two  tkings  alone  are  neeessarjf  to  insure  its  du- 
•tabUity.  You  mnst  first  avoid  every  measure 
which  will  produce  uneasiness  among  the  States, 
or,  second,  that  will  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  Qovemment  to  subjects  purely  lo- 
cal. I  do  not  mean- that  the  rightful  authority  of 
Congress  is  to  be  abandoned  for  fear  of  giving 
offence,  but,  whenever  called  on  to  take  a  step 
which  will  produce  uneasiness,  you  should  be  per- 
fectly satisfied  tbe  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Consti- 
tutron  bear  you  out4  Do  not  gentlemen  perceive 
the  tendency  of  this  measure  to  involve  us  with 
the  States  upon  delicate  points?  Has  not  the 
United  States^  Bank  produced  serious  alarm? 
Will  not  the  alarm  be  increased  by  its  continu- 
anceat  this  time?  Yes,  sir,  some  of  the  States 
have  already  taxed  'this  institution,  others  have 
waited  under  the  expectation  wa  snail  render  a 
collision  unnecessary.  Suppose  the  charter  re- 
newed, and  the  stoeltbolders  should  be  taxed  in 
sueh  a  manner  as  to  destroy,  virtually,  the  privi- 
leges you  have  guarantied  td  them  ?  Are  you  to 
leave  them  itnprotected,  or  will  you  draw  the 


sword  in  their  behalf?  While  you  have  timie, 
avoid  a  situation  not  less  perilous  than  tbe  most 
serious  foreign  war.  Since  the  establishment  of 
the  bank,  the  States  have  created  banks-— their 
peo]de  have  accumulated  capital,  and  they  will 
not  tamely  witness  the  perpetuation  of  an  insti- 
tution whose  strength  can  at  any  moment  over- 
throw whatever  State  bank  they  may  mark  for 
destruction.  However  paradoxical  it  may  appear. 
I  consider  the  General  Government  streogtheneu 
by  imrrowittg  its  jurisdiction ;  it  will  produce  dis- 
union whenever  they  interfere  with  local  con« 
corns.  The  habits,  local  interests,  and  passions 
of  this  country  vary,  and  no  one  is  a  competeat 
judge  of  what  will  suit  the  feelinp  of  the  State 
out  of  which  he  HVes.  But.  sir,  there  are  gene- 
ral principleB  in  which  our  reelings  and  interests 
are  identified  ;  there  are  subjects  upon  which  we 
may  safely  act,  aod  trust  to  the  co-operation  of 
every  man  and  State  in  the  Union*  Does  the  bank 
afieet  the  people  locally?  The  answer  is  obvious:  it 
not  only  undertakes  to  fix  the  amount  of  capital, 
but  interferes  with  the  rights  of  property  most 
essentially— it  may  change  the  fttndamental  prin- 
ciples of  State  taw  as  to  the  liability  of  property 
for  debts,  and  the  mode  of  recovering  them.  Let 
me  caution  you  against  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter ;  it  is  pregnant  with  the  most  baneful  consa- 
quenoes  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  country.  Is  ft 
not  better  to  sacrifice  this  golden  calf  upon  the 
altar  of  concord,  restore  confidence  and  harmouy 
among  individoals  as  well  as  States,  and  to  reu- 
nite the  lovers  of  the  Constitution  ? 

In  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
the  eoiivenience  of  obtaiaing  loans  from  the 
bank  is  mentioned  as  an  inducement  to  establish 
a  National  Bank.  To  me  the  abuse  of  this  coil* 
venience  is  more  dreaded  than  any  other  evil 
which  will  follow  from  the 'measure.  Where 
have  you  seen  a  National  Bank,  connected  with 
tbe  Government,  which  has  not  ultimately  niin- 
ed  the  circulating  medium  of  the  nation  ?  It  is  a 
notorious  fact  that  money  has  depreciated  seri- 
ously, from  the  unlimitea  circulation  of  paper, 
andif  the  Government  should  be  compelled,  by 
necessity,  to  use  the  funds  of  the  bank,  they  must 
permit  the  increased  oirculacion  of  its  paper,  al- 
though its  money  capital  remains  stationary.  In 
this  sitnation  the  Government  must  tolerate  an 
operation  which  will  increase  the  evil  of  whieii 
we  complain.  The  example  oi  Elngland  is  a  sal- 
utary monition  to  us,  and  we  ought  to  profit  from 
it.  In  that  country  there  was  a  time  when  the 
stability  of  the  bank  was  a  national  phrase,  ^  As 
good  as  the  Bank  of  England.''  How  is  it  now? 
The  funds  of  the  bank  nave  been  borrowed  by 
the  Government — its  paper  circulation  increased, 
and  Parliament  has  been  compelled  to  make  it  a 
tender  for  the  payment  of  all  contracts.  Who, 
sir,  can  estimate  the  complicated  mischiefs  of  a 
depreciated  paper  currency,  without  specie  for  its 
redemption?  Should  we  be  involved  in  war,  or 
our  property  seixed  abroad^  nothing  can  prevent 
universal  bankruptcy— one  wide-spread  ruin  will 
pervade  the  Continent.  At  this  time  the  country 
la  inundated  with  paper  bottomed  upon  the  whole 
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carry  eon  miction  to  every  mao,  unless  he  sappo- 

-see  money  is  worth  more  th«o  this  difference  o?er 

the  paper  currency  of  the  country.    Although 

the  exchange  is  in  favor  of  Holland  four  per 

x«nt.,  it  would  be  cheaper  to  lose  that  amount 

than  pay  fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent,  insurance, 

^.,  for  the  transportation  of  specie,  subject  to 

risk   from    British    cruisers,  and  Eei2ure  from 

French  rulers  in  port.    No  one  will  say  that  the 

Dutch  have  any  motives  lo  draw  their  funds  from 

the  United  States. 

After  showing,  I  hope  to  your  satisfaction,  that 
specie  cannot  be  remitted  in  the  actual  state  of 
things,  I  will  suppose  foreign  stockholders  should 
transfer  their  capital,  how  would  that  affect  this 
country?  From  what  I  have  said,  it  appears 
that  the  one  million  held  in  Holland,  and  six 
millions  in  England,  if  withdrawn  from  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  would  only  be  an  exchange  of  funds 
with  the  American  merchant,  and  would  not 
affect  the  money  in  circulation.  I  confidently 
believe  the  present  embarrassments  of  merchants 
arise  from  the  spoliations  of  the  belligerents,  and 
principally  from  the  accuouilation  of  funds  in 
Bogland,  which  they  cannot  withdraw  but  at  a 
great  loss.  For  some  time  past  shipments  have 
been  almost  confined  to  England;  the  prices 
have  been  good,  and  the  proceeds  far  above  the 
demand  for  English  mercnandise;  added  to  this, 
whenever  shipments  have  been  made  elsewhere. 
the  profitable  purchases  of  bills  have  increlised 
their  funds  in  Great  Britain. 

The  fact  is  clearly  demonstrated  from  the 
state  of  exchange,  which  for  the  first  time  is 
greatly  in  our  favor.  If,  then,  the  stockholders 
should  remit  their  funds  bjr  bills  of  exchange,  it 
would  brioff  six  millions  into  the  market,  «nd 
not  only  relieve  the  American  merchant  from 
the  unfavorable  state  of  exchange,  but  would  at 
once  furnish  the  means  of  meeting  his  engage- 
ments and  relieving  his  embarrassments.  It 
would  be  a  loss  of  that  much  capital  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates ;  but  we  can  bear  the  loss,  as  ift  evident 
from  the  rapidity  with  which  new  capital  is  sup- 
plied to  form  new  banks.  Should  they  give  a 
preference  to  moneyed  institutions  here  the  com- 
munity would  be  equally  relieved. 

It  may  be  asked,  if  foreign  capital  remains, 
shall  we  not  be  exposed  to  its  influence?  I  do 
not,  sir,  object  to  the  use  of  foreign  capital  by 
individuals,  but  I  never  will  consent  to  organize 
it  under  the  patronage  of  the  Government ;  in 
the  hands  of  an  individual  its  influence  is  com- 
paratively insiffnificant.  Combined  in  the  form 
of  a  National  Bank  it  becomes  truly  formidable 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  nation ;  besides,  I  well 
know  that  individuals  who  can  obtain  money  at 
an  interest  less  than  the  profit  it  yields,  cannot  be 
.  prevented  by  law  from  borrowing.  In  this  form 
It  may  subserve  the  purposes  of  industry,  bat 
cannot  control  public  opinion  or  obstruct  public 
measures.  If,  sir,  the  pressure  upon  the  commu- 
nity should  not  be  removed  in  the  mode  I  have 
suggested,  the  bank  will  naturally  proceed  in  the 
collection  of  its  debts,  in  a  manner  best  calcula- 
ted to  secure  itself.    I  eaniiot  iougine  mjcasarea 


will  be  adcmtad  which  will  toee  the  mfiebim 
either  to  fail  or  to  refuse  pay  meat.  Such  eoi- 
duct  on  the  part  of  the  bank  would  be  waatoolf 
cruel  and  unjust,  and  would  probably  termiaiuiQ 
great  losses.  In  the  event  of  such  a  pioeedore 
the  merchants  would  compel  the  bank  lo  resort 
to  the  ordinary  iH)urse  ibr  the  recovery  of  debu. 
and  under  such  oircumstancesl  donotsppreheod 
their  credit  would  be  affected  with  other  bob. 
The  alarming  scarcity  of  specie,  produced  b]r  the 
facility  which  the  bank  has  funibhed,  to  procure 
it  for  exportation,  and  speoolations  ia  Ulliiold 
by  the  agents  of  the  British  for  the  use  of  ihar 
troops  in  Canada  and  the  West  ladies  essDotbe 
too  strongly  impressed  on  the  mind  of  tbe  Con* 
mittee,  or  too  soon  stopped  by  the  Goverooetf. 
It  is  true  that  a  temporary  inconveoience  remits 
from  the  latter  mode  of  exportation,  because  it  ii 
sx)a  brought  bsck  in  return  for  provisioss  sop- 
plied  by  the  Middle  States.  It  must  be  koowii. 
sir,  to  you.  why  the  import  of  specie,  which  our- 
tured  the  East  India  trade,  has  ceased  since  the 
revolution  in  Spanish  America,  which  opeoed 
the  direct  trade  to  the  English  for  supplies  of 
British  and  East  India  manufactures,  and  the 
facility  of  shipping  specie  direct  to  Spain,  with- 
out the  intervention  of  bills  of  exchange  obuised 
in  this  country  on  Europe j  the  supply  of  .4flim* 
can  produce  to  the  Spanish  colonies  has  serer 
been  more  than  suflicieat  to  keep  up  tbe  oeces* 
sary  quantity  for  our  own  use  and  for  tbe  JoJia 
trade,  to  an  extent  limited  by  our  owb  waots; 
hence  the  disadvantage  of  the  paper  systeis, 
which  furnishes  the  means  of  prosecuting  ikis 
trade  after  its  utility  is  done  awajr.  Gentlemen 
will  tell  me  this  evil  will  correct  itself,  and  tkftt 
the  merchants  will  not  persist  in  a  branch  of  boa- 
ness  unprofiuble  for  want  of  markets.  I  retdilr 
admit  this  position  to  be  correct;  but,  before  ill 
those  sanguine  adventurers  will  be  eenrioced, 
who  are  tempted  by  the  accommodation  of  the 
bank,  wc  shall  be  so  far  drained  of  oor  real  capi- 
tal, as  to  be  incapable  of  sustaining  public  coei- 
dence  in  the  stability  of  our  money  iastitutios^. 
There  is  one  effect  from  the  extent  to  which  the 
banking  system  has  been  pUiihed  in  this  coao^rf. 
which  deserves  serious  attention.  I  thini  the 
capital  of  the  banks  should  rather  fail  short  thu 
exceed  the  demand  of  those  engaged  in  trade; 
whenever  there  is  an  excess  of  capital  tbe  eoa- 
petition  will  be  among  the  banks  to  lend,aod 
they  will  advance  funds  to  those  who  are  ootei- 
titled  to  credit.  This  fictitious  credit,  given » 
individuals  without  property,  will  expose  ih< 
farmers  and.  planters  to  the  niost  serious  injotr* 
becausei  whenever  they  fail,  their  property  viil 
go  entirely  into  the  cofiers  of  the  bank,  or  the 
bands  of  their  endorsers.  In  Baltimore,  where 
the  bank  capital  has  always  exoeeded  tbedemaiN 
by  solvent  customers,  and  where,  to  givefulU"' 
ployment  to  their  funds,  tho  banks  have  been  in- 
duced to  accommodate  mere  speculators;  failar^ 
have  happened  to  the  amount  of  a  million,  with- 
out property  to  pay  the  creditors  twenty  cenuit 
the  dollar.  This  has  been  the  effect  of  excet. 
aive  bank  capital.— [A  gentleman  from  Mif- 
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land  eorreeCed  Mr.  Borwbll,;  bf  atating  that  the 
failures  had  exceeded  in  tb9  aggregate  tlie  smn 
he  bad  me&tioned,  biit  in  no  single  instance  had 
the  loss  (0  ereditora  exceeded  f^00,0001— ^t  stand 
corrected.    Only  six  hundred  thoosand  dollars ! 

Why,  sir.  ibis  moderate  sum  wonld  rain  a  whole 
coanir  if  jt  had  fallen  upon  the  farmers.  If  the 
apfkrebeo^ions  of  the  pnblic  shoald  eoerce  yon  to 
reoev  the  charter  at  tnis  time^  I  shall  consider  it 
perpetaal.  The  same  means  which  seevred  it 
DOW  will  not  be  forgotten,  or  aegleeted  hereafter. 
YoQ  may  rest  assured  the  magic  terror  of  bank- 
roptcy  wiU  he  revifed  when  there  is  ooeaaton. 
Perhaps  the  growing  wealth  of  the  people  may 
hereafter  raise  them  above  the  control  of  the 
book,  with  let  millions  capital,  hot  if  yon  should 
uofortaoately  adopt  the  fa rorite  project  of  some, 
to  establish  a  grand  National  Bank  with  a  capi- 
tal stock  equal  to  thirty  millions  of  dotlars ;  if 
afterwards  you  keep  pace  with  the  growth  of  the 
nation,  yon  may  indeed  despair  of  all  control 
om  it  io  future*  it  wiU  beeome  so  interwoven 
with  ihe  fiscal  tiansactions  of  society,  and  sain- 
timately  blended  with  the  existence  of  the  Qov- 
erameDt,that  their  jda ration  will  be  eoeqoal.  The 
dangerous  power  of  a  bank  extended  o^er  the 
Cooiitteat,  with  a  oapncal  which  would  necessa- 
rily embrace  in  its  funds  all  the  individuals  of 
wealth  and  it»ihieoce,  wonld  produce  the  same 
effect  with  a  utttionnl  debt  to  that  amount ;  and 
when  you  leciillect  that  this  machine  will  be 
controlled  and  managed  by  the  Executive  branch 
of  the  Government  you  eanikot  hut  feel  the  most 
serious  apprehension  of  the  consequences.  Sir, 
I  do  not  discuss  this  question  with  party  feelings ; 
I  look  forward  to  the  time  when  the  bank  and 
Gorerofflent  will  feel  in  unison,  and  act  in  con* 
eert.  The  opposition  of  the  bank  is  temporary, 
tnd  wiil  soon  yield  to  its  obvious  interest.  It  is 
:hat  period  to  which  my  fears  are  directed.  Who 
!an  doubt  that  the  present  misunderstanding  is 
the  result  of  momentarr  causes?  Yes,  sir,  the 
loarrel  is  aa  unnatural  one,  explanations  will 
^ke  pbee,  reecmciliation  will  ensue,  and  then  we 
may  deplore  their  intimate  frieadship  infinitely 
Dore  than  their  hostilUj  now. 

Banks  are  commercial  institutions  y  the  first 
mpolse  of  their  nature  is  to  make  money  and 
opport  the  power  which  can  promote  their  prof- 
ts ;  the  individuals  concerned  in  them  will  feel 
K>lttical  passtoas,  and  may[  indulse  them,  but 
hey  will  lenrn  from  experience  the  wisdom  of 
nppressing  their  passions  when  they  hazard  the 
9SS  of  profit  and  patronage.  I  have,  therefore, 
elt  no  disposition  to  know  anything  about  the 
lireetor»,  or  to  hear  the  instances  of  political  io- 
3lerance  and  individual  favoritism.  It  would 
«  silly  to  found  our  views  of  the  tendency  of 
ueh  an  institution  upon  its  conduct  during  a 
laniculas  petiod*  I  am  against  giving  any  set 
^  men  such  exorbitant  power  over  the  persons 
tnd  property  of  the  eoramunity ;  I  am  opposed 
0  a  moneyed  aristocracy,  which  can  hunt  down 
whoever  may  be  offensive  to  them,  and  not  from 
Lostiiity  to  the  particuhir  persona  who  now  com- 
ose  the  iMtnk.    Sir,  the  time  may  arrive  when 


the  Qovernment  may  fall  into  the  hands  of  men 
whose  policy,  in  my  estimation,  leads  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  and  the  corrup- 
tion of  public  virtue.  Would  you  wi^h  to  see 
such  men  bolstered  up  by  the  inflqence  of  a  Na- 
tional Bank  ?  Would  you  be  satisfied  to  see  the 
^ood  sense  of  the  country  hoodwinked  by  money 
influence?  A  corporation,  possessed  of  such 
ample  funds,  could  control  presses  or  establish 
them  to  support  the  most  iniquitous  men,  and 
advocate  the  most  detestable  principles.  You 
should  bear  in  mind  that  this  influence  cufs 
both  ways,  and  it  is  better  to  leave  public  opia« 
ion  unfettered,  trusting  to  the  sound  sense  and 
discretion  of  the  people,  free  from  the  operation 
of  all  extraneous  power. 

What  would  the  world  ssy  if  you  should  de- 
molish this  bank  to  create  another?  Is  there  a 
man  in  the  community  who  would  not  condemn 
you,  and  justly  reprobate  a  policy  so  short-sighted 
and  selfish  ?  Sucn  conduct  would  give  full  scope 
to  swindling  and  speculation,  and  scenes  which 
atain  with  »hame  the  history  of  this  Republic 
would  be  renewed.  Sir,  the  system  of  paper 
credit,  against  which  I  have  entered  my  protest^ 
and  to  which  I  attribute  the  artificial  and  inse- 
cure state  of  this  country,  deserves  nothing  from 
you.  You  need  not  violate  the  Constitution  to 
preserve  and  extend  it;  without  your  fostering 
care,  enough  will  remain  to  alarm  those  who  pre- 
fer solid  weahh  to  the  mere  apnearaoce  of  it ; 
although  those  who. think  the  wealth  of  a  nation 
can  be  augmented  by  printing  a  few  reams  of 
paper  will  be  dissatisfied ;  they  exult  in  the  dC'^ 
ception  and  premature  prosperity  which  flows 
from  public  delusion,  and  will  be  overthrown  the 
ixai  moment  your  real  condition  may  be  tested 
by  difficulties.  I,  sir<  have  been  accustomed  to 
think  the  wealth  of  a  nation  consisted  in  iu 
prodnctive  labor,  and  its  eapttal  could  be  safely 
augmented  only  in  the  ratio  of  the  difference 
between  its  coaauroption  and  productive  labor. 
This  is  the  true  mode  of  acquiring  capital,  the 
process  will  be  slow,  but  the  advance  will  be 
permanent.  It  will  depend  upon  principles  of 
economy,  industry,  and  steady  exertions;  it  is 
incompatible  with  prodigality,  speculation,  and 
profligate  acquisition  of  wealth.  Virtue  is  the 
oasis  of  one,  delusion  and  imposture  of  the  other. 
A  people  thus  situated,  steadily  exerting  its  pov 
ers,  Will  furnish  ample  meaas  to  procure  circula- 
ting medium,  and  prudent  habits  will  add  to  it 
with  sufficient  rapidity.  I  have  always  preferred 
being  a  happy  to  a  splendid  nation.  Sir,  i  have 
now  closed  my  remarks ;  the  particular  situation 
assipfned  to  me  by  the  House  in  relation  to  this 
subject  has  compelled  me  to  state  the  extent  of 
my  objections  to  the  bill.  I  have  carefully  re- 
frained from  expressions  which  could  wound  the 
feelings,  or  impeach  the  motives  of  chose  who 
differ  from  me  in  opinion.  I  have  no  disposition 
to  say  anything  about  the  transactions  of  the 
bank-^they  are  all  unknown  to  me,  and  I  care 
nothing  about  them.  My  conscientious  belief  is, 
that  the  law  was  unconstitutional,  and  I  siooera- 
ly  trost  wn  shall  destroy  what  has  so  long  de- 
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faced  its  original  parity,  close  up  the  breach 
which  has  been  made,  and  cement  it  by  a  vote 
upon  principle.  I  confess  the  consolation  I  shall 
feel  in  the  success  of  my  motion  will  be  greatly 
diminished  if  it  obtains  by  the  intervention  of 
other  motives. 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  progress;  ana  the  House  ad- 
journed at  a  little  past  four  oVIock. 


ToESDAT,  January  17. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
,4he  relief  of  Ebenezer  Rollins,''  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  or 
Monday  next. 

The  SpfSAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  further 
report  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  un- 
settled balances;  which  was  read, and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Setbert, 

Resolved,  That  the  joint  committee  apointed 
by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  Slates,  respecting  the  Library  belong- 
ing to  Congress,  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  provisioa  for  the  perma- 
nent safe-keeping  of  the  books. 

Mr.  JsNNiNoa,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
on  the  fifth  instant,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  opening  a  road  from  Yincennes,  towards  Day- 
ton, in  Ohio,  made  a  report ;  which  waa  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  laying  out  of  a  public 
road,  from  the  line  established  by  the  Treaty  of 
Greenville,  to  North  Bend,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  opening  of  such  a  road  was  contemplated 
by  Congress  in  the  act  passed  AprU»  1806 ;  bnt  the 
moneys  appropriated  for  tliat^  and  similar  purposes, 
have  been  found  insufikient  to  accomplish  the  desired 
objects. 

That  the  opening  of  the  contemplated  road  would 
oertainly  expedite  the  sales  of  public  lands,  insomueh, 
that  the  GoTemment  would  shortly  be  remunerated 
from  that  source  for  necessary  expenditure,  independ- 
ent of  the  general  advantage  to  be  derived  firom  an 
addition  to  the  number  of  our  public  roads. 

That  it  will  be  found  the  most  direct  course  firom 
Pittsburg  to  Yincennes  and  8t.  Louis,  and  will  no 
doubt  become  the  chief  post  route  to  Uie  Territories 
northwest  of  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Af  ississippi,  from  the 
seat  of  Government  of  the  United  States,  by  way  of 
the  seat  of  Government  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  The 
committee,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  ibllowing 
resolution : 

Buotoedf  That  it  is  expedient  to  cause  to  be  opened 
a  read  from  Yincennes,  or  from  some  point  on  the 
road  leading  from  Yincennes  to  the  falla  of  Ohio,  to 
the  eastern  boundary  of  Indiana  Territory,  in  a  proper 
direction,  towards  Dayton,  in  the  Sute  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  fippEs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government,  for  the  year  1811 ; 
which  was.  received,  and  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted toa  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the.aame  committee,  also 


presented  a  bill  making  appropriattoos  for  tbe 
support  of  the  Military  Establishment,  for  the  year 
181 1 ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the -Whole  on  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Eppsa,  from  the  s»me  committee,  alff> 
presented  a  bill  making  appropriattoos  for  tbe 
support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Sutes,  for  tbe 
year  1811 ;  which'  was  read  twiee,  aud  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oo  Satm- 
day  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GtoLo, 

Resohed^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  ezpediencv  of  providing,  by  Uw^ 
for  the  more  convenient  talcing  of  reeogDissQces 
of  bail  and  affidavits  in  causes  depending  to  tbe 
respective  courts  of  the  United  States ;  aad  tbat 
they  Jiave  leave  (o  report  by  bill. 

Mr.  QoLD,  Mr.  Van  Dtkb,  Mr*  GiioL80ir,Mr. 
Wbitehili^  and  Mr.  Rhba,  t^  Tennessee,  weie 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  JoHMBON,  from  the  committee  appoioud 
on  the  twenty*sixth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  for 
establishing  trading  houses  with  the  lodiii 
tribes ;  which  was  reid  t victf,  and  committed  fo 
a  Comjnittee  of  tbe  Whole  on  Saturday  oext 

Mr.  FtMDLEr  presented  c  petition  of  Aribor 
Si.  Clair,  late  a  Major  General  in  tbe  Rerolih 
tionary  Army,  praying  that  his  claim  for  loo- 
neya  advanced  while  in  that  action  majr  ber^ 
examined,  and  that  he  may  be  allowed  the  foil 
amount  of  the  money  so  adranced,  anythtng  ia 
an  act  of  the  last  session,  for  his  relief,  (o  tbe 
contrary  not withatanding^— Referred  toa  seleet 
oommitiee. 

Mr.  Clat,  Mr.  McBnTnc,  Mr.  Hiu,  Mr. 
NfiWBOtD,  and  Mr.  Nioholbom,  were  appoi&ted 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Ha  v£if  introduced  the  followiog  resolo- 
tioo,  with  some  remarks  on  the  ffequeoey  vitb 
which  cases  pending  before  the  courts  of  tiie 
United  States  of  prosecutions  far  violatien  of  (be 
embargo  and  non^intercourse  laws  were  decided 
against  the  United  Slates,  and  the  ijleiiectswbidi 
such  frequent  fiailures  must  have  on  tbecoiDmQ- 
nity,  creating  a  disrespect  for  tbe  laws,  dbc.: 

RuohxAt  That  the  Seceetaiy  of  the  Tretsory  b« 
directed  to  lay  befiwe  this  House  snch  informttioa  as 
he  may  have  respectfaig  the  proeecntions  which  hive 
been  commenced  in  the  respective  district  courts,  k 
suppoMd  violation  of  the  several  embargo  and  dod- 
intercourse  laws,  and  what  suns^particolirly  spcb* 
fying  those  which  have  b«»n  bronght  to  final  ifloeii 
well  as  those  now  pending ;  stating  also  the  ezpeoM* 
incurred  by  the  United  States  in  the  aevenl  andR- 
spective  prosecutions,  and  the  amount  of  forfeitnitf 
and  penalties  recovered ;  and  that  portion  of  them  ^ 
which  tbe  United  States  have,  or  may  have  credit  at 
■the  Treasury. 

This  resolution  was  agreed  to— ayes  42,  noes  32. 

Mr.  Van  Horh,  from  the  Committee  for  tbe 
District  of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  roakrog» 
appropriation  for  building  a  jail  in  Aiexandrii 
county,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  sad  ior 
other  purposes;  which  was  twice  read, and  co^ 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oo  Moi- 
d4y  fiext. 
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Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkinj 

Reserved,  That  a  coiamittee be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  times 
ofholding  the  circuit  court  in  the  districts  of  New 
YorkfCoonecticBt, and  Vermont;  and  that  they 
report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  PiTKiWj  Mr.  Goodwyn,  and  ^r.  Robert 
Browit,  were' appointed  the  said  committee. 

The  Speaker  observed  that  he  was  informed 
that  the  Secretary  to  the  President  of  the  Uni"' 
ted  States  was  in  waiting,  with,  a  confidential 


message. 


Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Southard,  tbe  galferies 
were  cleared,  and  the  doors  closed.  They  were, 
after  a  few  minutes,  ag:ain  opened. 

MEMORIAL  OF  CAPTAIN  TINGE7.     • 

Mr.  BiaaBTT  presented  the  following  memo-  j 

rial: 

To  tk€  imtdmbie  ths  Ifyim  nf  ReprumUatktu  of  Uie 
VtuUA  Stai»m  Cmtgrtm  nmemUed: 

TIm  menorial  of  Thomav  Tingeyt  Captain  in.  <lie 
Ntvy  of  the  Uoftad  Stales,  and  Commcndaat  of  the 
Navy  Yud,  WnahingtoQ,  vospeotfolly  showeth ; 

Thst  during  the  last  Summer,  snndty  puMieatfons 
were  eifealat^  throogh  the  medinm  of  a  newspaper 
priotrd  in  this  eity ,  entitled  **  The  Spirit  of  Seventy- 
ni,"  dgned  by  a  certain  <*  Joseph  B.  Parsons,"  and 
sbo  Vy  an  anon  jaMtis  writer  under  the  sigoataio  of 
"An  iohabitant  of  F  atieet,"  tending  to  indoee  a  be- 
lief in  the  pnblie  mind  that  your  memorialist  had  been 
guilty  of  sandiy  acts*  wherebT  the  public  interest  had 
been  wilfully  prostrated  for  his  psrsonal  benefit,  to- 
gether with  insinuations  of  oiher  acts  of  dereliction  of 
bis  duty  in  the  jpnblic  servics^  also  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  interest  of  Uie  public 

Tour  memorialist,  therefore,  conscious  of  rectitude 
va  aii  bu  intentions,  and  of  the  strictest  integrity  in  all 
bis  traaaactions  on  account  of  the  public,  during  the 
whole  time  he  has  had  the  honor  of  being  in  their  aer- 
rice,  respectfiilly  hopes  that  your  honorable  House 
will  direct  a  thorough  investigation  into  his  conduct 
in  sQch  manner  as  in  your  wisdom  shall  be  deemed 
just  and  proper. 

Your  memorialist  foihears  to  trouble  yous  with  an 
ennmsrstbn  of  the  csuses  wfaidi  have  delayed  the 
pressntatiQii  of  his  memorial,  or  with  any  of  the  doe- 
omenls  eo  which  he  founds  his  request^  belienng  they 
nay  be  with  more  propriety  submitted  hereafter  in  de- 
tail to  those  to  whom  your  honorable  body  may  eom- 
mit  the  desired  investigation,  should  you  deem  it 
proper  to  honor  his  memorial  with  your  notice. 

THOMAS  TINGEY. 

NiTT  Yaru,  Wasbutotok,  Jan.  14,  18 LI. 

VarioQs  motions  were  made  in  relation  to  this 
petition. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  in  favor  of  referring  the 
letter  for  inqairy.  He  thought  the  House  had 
power  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  any  officer 
of  the  €h>yerDmeot. 

Mr.LovB  conceived  this  to  be  a  subject  with 
which  the  House  had  nothing  to  do,  and  was 
therefore  ia  furor  of  ffiTiog  the  petitioner  leave 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  it  was  an  extraordinary  piece 
of  bosioeas,  with  which  the  House  had  nothing 
to  do.    He  Goold  not  aaaetioa  the  doetriue  aa  to 


the  powers  of  this  Hbuse,  under  which  they 
had  already  entered  into  an  inve9ti«ration  of  the 
conduct  of^a  Brigadier  G^eneral  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  Nbwton  thought  the  snbject  had  been  in- 
troduced too  late  in  the  season  for  them  to  act 
on  it,  if  they  were  disposed  to  do  so.  Bur,  he 
said,  he  was  too  well  acquainted  with  commit- 
tees of  inquiry  to  be  too  liberal  in  their  use. 
They  ought  only  to  be  applied  to  culprits  of  the 
first  grade,  and  not  to  the  intestigation  of  the 
conduct  of  every  officer  who  chose  to  apply  for 
an  inquiry  by  the  House. 

Mr.  FisK  proposed  a  resolution  for  appointing 
a  committee  to  mcmire  generally  into  the  state  or 
the  navy  yard  at  Washington,  but  subsequently 
withdrew  it. 

Mr.  WRiotoT  was  dpposed  to  entertaining  the 
petitidb  in  any  manner,  or  giving  the  least  rea* 
son  to  believe  that  they  woind  interfere  with  it% 

Mr.  Picrkan  moved  that  the  petitioner  have 
leave  to  withdraw  his  memorial. 

Mr.  Love  moved  to  amend  the  motioit  so  as  to 
read  as  follows :  Reaolved,  That  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Tin^^ey  eontains  matter  not  proper  for 
the  investigation  of  this  House,  and  that  the  pe« 
titioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Mr.  SaEFFBY  was  opposed  to  the  amendment* 
He  said  it  stated  what  was  not  true  in  fact. 
What  were  the  allegations  on  which  this  memo- 
rial was  founded  ?  Peculation  in  the  public  trea- 
sure was  alleged;  and  would  the  gentleman  say 
the  House  had  not  authority  to  inquire  into  it? 
Had  not  the  House,  in  opposition  to  all  such  ar- 
guments, pronounced  a  determination  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  an  officer  whom  they  could 
not  impeach  7  Mr.  8.  said  it  was  not  correct  My 
say  that  this  House  had  not  a  right  to  inqoire 
into  the  frauds  on  the  public  Treasury — into  the 
pilferings  of  the  hard  earnings  of  the  people. 
While  he  believed  this  to  be  a  proper  construc- 
tion of  the  authority  of  the  House,  he  M'ould 
n^ver  interfere  to  inquire  into  the  improper  eon- 
duct  of  any  officer  of  the  Government  on  hi» 
own  mere  motion.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
on  this  occasion  do  what  was  necessary  and  prop- 
er, and  would  not  travel  out  of  the  record  to  pass- 
an  abstract  resolution.  He  hoped  the  amendment 
would  not  be  agreed  to,  because  it  would  be  un- 
necessary and  untrue  in  point  of  fact.  The 
House  had  already  settled  the  principle  that  it 
had  a  right  to  inquire. 

Mr.  Love  asked  if  it  was  not  agreed  on  all 
hands  that  this  matter  was  improper  for  the 
House  to  inquire  into?  If  so,  what  objection 
could  there  be  to  putting  it  on  record?  What 
was  there  '* abstract"  in  this  proposition?  If 
there  was.  it  was  merely  whether  Congress,  a 
body  of  representatives  met  to  legislate  on  public 
business,  bad  a  right  to  entertain  the  complainta- 
of  petty  officers,  or  to  notice  all  the  slanders- 
which  found  their  way  into  newspapers.  If  thi» 
resolution  were  passed,  it  won  Id  prereot  a  waste 
of  time  on  future  similar  applications;  The  gen- 
tleman had  asked  whether  Congress  had  not  a 
power  to  inquire  into  fraud  or  peculation.  Mr.. 
L.  doubted  much  whether  they  had  a  power  to^ 
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inquire  by  briDgisg  the  officer  before  them.  Were 
they  to  be  ocoupied  in  considering  thecom^laiiits 
of  every  petty  officer,  as  low  as  a  corporal  or  ser- 
geant 1  The  head  of  the  department  was  the 
proper  organ  for  reforming  abuses ;  and  he  was 
amenable  to  Congress. 

Mr.  PiOKMAM  said  it  would  oo€  be  proper  to 
adopt  the  amendiDeot  proposed)  without  laying 
the  whole  memorial  on  the  journals;  which  was 
uo usual.  Different  reasons  had  been  urged  by 
different  gentlemen  for  not  aating  on  the  subject ; 
and  it  would  be  most  proper  and  most  eoi^sistent 
with  the  usual  course  ot  proceedingi  simply  to 
give  leave  to  withdraw  the  petition. 

Mr.  Bacon  said  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
f  Mr.  Love)  would  accomplish  a  ^at  point  in- 
deed, if  he  could  at  this  short  notice  induce  the 
House  to  reverse  a  decision  they  bad  so  lately 
madf*  Mr.  B.  contended  it  was  lawfol  for  the 
House  to  investigate  such  maUeri;  but  it  did 
not  follow  that  it  was  always,  expedient  to  do  so. 
In  cases  of  ^reat  pnblie  concern,  as  in  the  case  of 
General  Wilkinson,  it  might  be  proper,  but  it  did 
not  follow  that  the  malversation  of  every  petty 
officer  was  to  become  a  sabjecl  of  iaqniry.  There 
was  no  occasion  to  assign  on  the  journals  any 
reason  why  the  petition  should  be  withdrawn, 
and  he  was,  therefore,  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Newton  said  that  the  House  had  settled 
it  as  a  principle  that  it  was  a  grand  court  of  in- 
quest for  this  nation ;  and  whenever  they  thought 
proper  to  exercise  this  power  over  anv  offieer. 
they  had  a  right  so  to  do,  and  he  hoped  tn  Qod 
they  always  would  do  it.  But  if  they  commenced 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  every  navy  agent,  ^., 
there  would  never  be  an  end  to  business  of  this 
sort.  They  could  neither  do  the  nation  or  the 
individuals  justice.  He  hoped  they  would  not, 
by  agreeing  to  the  amendment,  deny  the  Const!' 
lutional  power  of  the  House,  hot  would  ^ve  the 
petitioner  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers. 

Mr.  McKiM  said  he  was  decidedly  in  favor  of 
inserting  the  words  proposed  as  an  amendment, 
viz:  that  the  memorial  contained  matter  not 
proper  to  be  inquired  into  by  the  House.  It  was 
the  most  appropriate  expression  that  could  have 
been  employea.  What  was  the  object  of  the 
memorialise?  A  justification  of  his  own  pri- 
vate reputation;  which  is  alleged  to  have  been 
traduced  in  a  newspaper,  and  by  private  charac- 
ters. Mr.  McK.  asked,  are  not  the  laws  open  to 
him?  Why  not  resort  to  them?  Why  bring 
Che  subject  before  the  National  Legislature,  when 
he  has  so  good  a  remedy  before  another  tribunal? 
In  fact  Mr.  McK.  said  he  was  disposed  to  have 
a  general  inquiry  iato  this  subject^  but  he  doubt- 
ed the  expediency  of  commencing  it  at  this  period 
of  the  session.  But,  above  all,  he  was  opposed  to 
founding  any  inquiry  on  a  petition  of  this  nature. 

Mr.  Love  said  he  found  his  amendment  in  a 
very  singular  position;  that  some  of  his  friends 
were  very  much  in  favor  of  it,  but  embarrassed 
by  a  decision  they  had  already  made  on  the  case 
of  General  Wilkinson.  To  relieve  (hem  from 
this  awkward  dilemma,  he  withdrew  his  proposed 
amendment. 


It  was  then  resolved  that  the  memorinlist  have 
leave  to  witbdriw  his  memorial. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Conmittee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  renewing  the  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States— the  motioa 
for  striking  out  the  first  section  still  qnder  eoi- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Fiax.— 'Mr.  Chairman:  I  regret  that  we  aie 
called  upon  to  vote  for  or  against  striking  out  the 
first  section  of  this  bill,  at  this  time.  I  could  have 
wished  that,  upon  a  bill  of  so  much  interest  and 
importaace,  we  could  have  proceeded  to  have 
filled  the  blanks,  and  made  such  amendments  as 
would  have  obviated  many  objections  which  msj 
Be  urged  against  it  in  its  present  form.  I  am  sot 
prepared  to  give  my  vote  in  favor  of  a  reneval 
of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
either  upon  the  terms  upon  which  it  was  origis- 
ally  granted,  or  in  the  matiaer  aoatemplated  bf 
this  bill;  yel,  upon  eonditioas  less  ohjeetiaaable, 
I  should  feel  myself  bound  to  vote  in  Ikvor  of  s 
renewal.  But  the  qaeettoa  pieecatcd  upon  tUi 
motioa,  ia  not  upon  what  terms  thia  charter  shall 
be  renewed,  but  whether  it  shall  he  reaeved  upsa 
any  terms,  snbjeec  to  any  conditions  Congresi 
may  impose. 

In  this  view,  I  consider  it  the  anst  Important 
subject  upon  which  thisCoogrees  will  he  raqaired 
to  act.  It  is  determining  a  question  which  it 
connected  with  our  finances,  with  the  eirealatinr 
medium  of  the  country,  and  with  oar  agricultural, 
eommercfal, and  maqufacttiring  interests;  and, as 
such,  it  cannot  but  be  interesting  to  every  class  of 
our  citizens. 

The  interests  and  prosperity  of  the  United 
Scates  are  not  onlv  intimately^  but  Inseparably, 
connected  with  trade.  The  market  of  the  farcner 
depends  greatly  upon  the  merchant  and  the  ship> 
per.  And  the  price  and  demand  of  every  article 
of  produce  is  in  a  great  degree  regolated  hy  the 
difficulties  or  facilities  of  payment,  liet  the  dift- 
cuky  of  paying  be  iacieased,  aad  tha  price  of 
produce  immediately  fiillsi  ior  the  danoand  for 
exportattoa  becomes  very  limited,  tha  aarhets 
are  overstocked,  and  prices  reduced.  Any  sadden 
cheek  to  our  commerce,  whether  prodoeed  by  oar 
own-  municipal  regulations,  or  the  oatrages  of 
foreign  Powers,  checks  the  market  and  the  price 
of  produce ;  so  that  not  only  the  merchants,  bat 
the  farmers  feel  its  effects.  I  scarcely  need  recur 
to  the  history  of  the  times  when  trade  was  prin- 
cipally suspended  in  this  couatry.  to  chow  how 
severely  the  suspension  operated  upon  every  class 
of  our  citiseos,  and  in  everv  part  of  the  coontry. 
This  period  in  our  poiitieal  annab  will  be  long 
remembered.  So  great  was  the  distress  in  aome 
States,  and  agricultural  States,  too,  that  their  Le- 
gislatures deemed  it  neoessary,  for  the  proteetion 
of  the-  debtor  from  the  power  of  his  creditor,  to 
stay  the  administration  of  justice,  and  prohibit  by 
statute  the  issuing  of  an  exeotttion  ior  the  coUee- 
tion  of  any  debt. 

This  proves  the  ceoneaion  which  sahaiats  be- 
tween the  two  great  agncoitaral  wmA  aaskaaeraial 
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iolerciCsof this  cooDlffy^  Afrkiilflif«y  coniaiereCy 
lod  miDiiftctares  convtiCDto  the  soaroe  of  oar 
ireihh,  reTeiiue,  and  prosperity.  To  foster  aod 
:lierisb  the  prineiples  upon  which  rest  our  exist- 
jig  hopes  sod  ftttare  prospeets,  can  *  Dever  be  a 
]Qe$tloo  of  danbtfal  policjr  with  a  wise  and  pat* 
riotie  lep'slatare. 

We  bare  seen  that  eommeree  is  esseotial  to 
)iir  ioleiests;  but  eommeree  will  oot  flourish 
viihoot  credit,  {t  never  has  prospered  iadepend- 
lot  of  eredit*  As  eredit  is  esseetial  to  trade,  so  iu 
Muetuslily  to  aopport  eredit  -Look  at  the  bttsi« 
ie»  of  asf  eommereial  peopksL  aad  sea  bow  naoeh 
ifititdooe  opoo  eredit;  aad  see  the  iategritjF 
md  fidelity  wkh  which  pttnetualfty  is  maiaiaiDed 
D  order  to  sopport  their  eredit. 

For  aerertl  eeatories  past,  banks  hate  been  the 
ucceMfiii  medima  through  which  eredk  has  not 
m\j  been  pieserved,  but  great  wealth  aoquired* 
Phis  sssertioa  is  warraated  by  the  history  of 
hese  iosiitotians,  and  of  the  countries  whciu  they 
lare  been  patrouiaed.  The  first  bank  established 
D  Europe,  was  at  Genoai  in  1407— four  hundred 
iDdfoorfeaiu  ago;  this  was  soon  followed  by 
)De  at  Venice. 

The  Beak  of  Amsterdam  was  esublisfaed  in 
60d,  aod  shortly  aiVer  those  of  Hamburg  and 
lotierdam;  and  the  Bank  of  England  m  Iddi; 
he  Royal  Bank  at  Paris  ia  1718;  the  Bank  of 
^orth  Aooerica  in  1784— a  memorable  period  in 
)ar  fatstory^^B^  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
0  1791. 

All  these  different  institutions  show,  that  en- 
ightesed  legislators  have  enterutned'  but  one 
)pioion  upon  this  subject  both  in  Europe  and 
llraerica  for  the  last  four  hundred  years.  They 
2ftre  sees  and  acknowledged  their  utility*  Banks 
lare  ioog  since  been  considered  not  only  essen- 
idlly  usefol  in  the  transaction  of  commercial 
ooceros,  bat  as  highly  necessary  to  aid  the  fiscal 
^rations  of  Government.  And  a  more  uoan- 
werable  argnnient  caanot  be  urged  in  favor  of 
heir  geneiil  utility  than  their  uniform  sucoess; 
0  this  nay  be  added  the  prosperity  of  the  people 
ad  the  countries  where  banks,  have  been  sup* 
orted.  Their  immediate  advantsges  are,  a  eon- 
eoieot  circulating  medium.;  the  safe  depositary 
her  afford  for  cash  and  funds.  And  they  serve 
0  keep  the  standard  of  money  steady  and  cor- 
net; to  insure  punctuality;  to  preserve  credit; 
>  inspire  confidence^  and  to  promote  a  spirit  of 
idostry  and  enterprise.  They  are  not,  as  many 
are  sapposed,  in  their  nature  hostile  to  Qovem- 
lent  aad  dangerous  to  liberty.  They  rather 
ttm  a  barrier  to  tyrannv  and  oppression.  Their 
rineipal  business  is  to  lend  money  at  the  eom- 
m  rate  of  interest,  and  thas  prevent  usury. 
ihe  owners  of  banks  are  generally  rich  men, 
rho  hare  not  only  their  personal  liberty,  but  a 
trge  propttt]r  to.  risk,  by  sedition,  treason,  and 
ebellion.  It  is  their  inierest  to  resist  oppression. 
Ve  need  scarcely  point  to  the  eontinent  of  Eu- 
ope  for  proof  01  the  fact,  when  we  assert,  that 
rade  and  banks  cannot  fi^ourish  where  despotism 
feratk  Despotic  power  generally  ruias  trade 
«d  hinksy  hut  no  inidanne.  occurs  in  hiitory 


where  banks,  not  under  the  eoulrol  of  govern* 
meat  have  ruined  a  State.  A  bank  owned  by 
Gtovemment,  aod  under  its  command,  would  be 
an  engine  dangerous  to  the  people.  But  when 
owned  by  individuals,  neither-the  people  nor  the 
Qovernment  have  aaythiag  to  fear  from  it.  It 
is  then  depeudeiit  on  both  m  its  business,  pros* 
perity,  and  usefulness. 

with  the  evidence  which  both- history  and  ex- 
perience offers  to  our  reflection,  we  cannot,  doubt 
the  utility  of  banks,  nor  deny  bat  that  they  have 
been  beneficial  to  us.  Aod  we  are-  justified  in 
the  eonelasion,  that,  under  proper  reffulations, 
thcfy  may  subserve  the  best  in tesests  of  the. peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.  They  are  now  in  suc- 
cessful operation  in  almost  every  Slate  in  the 
UaioBt  *D<1  ^*t  ^b*T  ^^^  '>®***  useful,  the  pree* 
eat  prospeious  state  of  the  country  abuadantly 
proves.  We  enjoy  as  perfect -security  for  life, 
liberty,  aad  property,  as  any  people  under  any 
government  ever  did.  These  are  the  great  ob- 
jects of  a  good  government.  And  we  auty  tri- 
umphantly ask,  where  is  the  nation  or  peopte  that 
enjoy  these  with  more  freedom  aod  safety  than 
the  American  people  ?  A  'parallel  for  our  liberty 
ahd  prosperity,  for  the  last  twanty  years,  is  not  to 
be  found  in  the  history  of  man.  Our  wealtA. 
population,  and  resources,  have  inereased  beyond 
what  any  one  would  have  calculated  or  iaiag- 
iaed,  and  beyond  what  strangers  and  foreigners 
now  believe.  Industry,  wealth,  and  contentment, 
pervade  every  quar^r  of  our  country,  and  pov- 
erty and  oppression  are  unknown  to  our  citiaees. 

In  1791,  the  year  this  bank  was  incorporated, 
our  exports  amounted  to  about  eighteen  millions 
of  doifars;  and  in  1804^  they  had  inereased  to 
about  seveuty-eix  railiioas,  gaining  in  thirteen 
years  fifty-eight  millions;  and  our  tonnage  in 
about  the  aama  proportion. 

Much  of  this  prosperity  is  to  be  aUriboted  to 
the  active  capital  which  has  excited  industry, 
and  a  spirit  ot  enterpise  among  us,  and  the  ac- 
tivity of  this  capiul  has  been  in  a  great  degree 
created  and  promoted  by  the  Bank  ot.the  United 
States.  Its  operations  have  beeii  ejtcensive  in  all 
our  trading  towns.  It  has  aided  in  loans  aod  dis- 
cottnts,andaasisted  in  the  colleetion,  safe-keepiBg, 
and  transmissioa  of  our  revenues.  It  has  been 
the  depositary  of  our  Treasury,  aad  is  now  be^ 
come  incorporated  with  the  administration  of  the 
fiscal  department  of  our  Government.  The  con- 
nexion which  it  has  formed  with  almost  every 
branch  of  buainess  in  the  country,  is  not  slight 
and  triftiag,  and  so  easily  to  be  severed  as  some 
seem  to  belieire.  Its  operations  are  deeply  inter- 
woven with  the  dealings  and  concerns  of  all  the 
men  of  business  in  the  United  States. 

With  a  capital  often  millions,  it  has  furnished 
accommodations  of  fifteen  millions  a  year.  This 
has  been  employed  principally  in  trad^ ;  ia  mak- 
ing prompt  and  cash  payments  to  our  fanners  for 
their  produce.  This,  again,  has  furnished  to  our 
citizens  a  ready  and  profitable  naarket  for  every 
article  of  produce.  These  high  profits  of  a  good 
market  have  gone  into  the  hands  of  the  farmer, 
to  cultivate,  improfa.  and  enrich  the  oountry. 


603 


mSTOBT  OF  CONQSBSS. 


m 


-w4- 


E.  OF  R. 


Bmnk  of  the  VniUd  SlaUM. 


J4]inAIT,1811. 


33= 


And  traTel  through  any  Stite  in  the  UoioD,  and 
their  effects  maf  be  readiif  seen,  affording  a  pros- 
pect, consoling  and  elevating  to  the  philanthro* 
pist  and  the  patriot.  The  land  is  highly  colti- 
rated,  g6od  builduflfl^,  turnpike  roads,  bridges, and 
other  expensive  improvement,  indicate  the  wealth 
of  our  citizens,  and  the  prosperitv  of  the  country. 
Money  has  been  freely  circulatea,  trade  has  been 
active,  produce  high,  and  our  country  has  been 
improved  by  these  unexampled  advantages  to  a 
degree  far  beyond  what  the  most  sanguine  cal- 
caTatioas.  twenty  years  ago,  could  have  antici* 
pated.  And  yet,  sir,  we  are  grareiy  told,  that 
this  bank  has  nearly  rained  the  country ;  that  it 
U  threatenioff  our  best  interests  with  destruction. 
As  well  might  gentlemen  tell  us  that  cotal  dark- 
ness prevails  at  noon*day,  or  that  the  sun,  in  his 
meridian  splendor,  affords  neither  light  nor  heat 
to  any  part  of  thia  globe. 

The  principal  portion  of  the  trade  and  busi- 
ness of  the  United  Stales  has  been  conducted  by 
a  paper  medium  \  metallic  has  scarcely  been  seen. 
The  amount  of  this  circulating  medium  in,  say 
fiftjr  millions.  Now  what  is  proposed  bv  deny- 
ing a  renewal  of  the  United  States'  Bank  char- 
ter 1  That  this  bank  shall  close  iu  concerns,  and 
o(^  course  stop  ail  its  accommodations.  This 
must  necessarily  check  and  change  at  least  ona- 
third  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country. 
It  will  undeniably  require  $24,000,000  to  be  di- 
rected to  one  operation,  and  for  a  time  to  one 
Soint-^for  the  capital  is  910,000,000 ;  this  is  to 
e  collected  to  divide  among  the  stockholders. 
There  are  $19,000^000  due  to  the  bank;  this  must 
be  collected.  This  will  occasion  a  demand  for 
this  antount  from  other  sources ;  it  must  be  paid. 
And  the  $5,000,000  in  the  bank  makes  the  sum 
of  $24,000,000,  which  must  be  suddenly  called 
in.  The  effect  this  will  have  upon  the  various 
interesu  in  the  couotry  can  neither  be  described 
or  conceived.  It  must  inevitably  ^ive  a  general 
and  heavy  shock  to  all  ptper  credit ;  this  credit, 
ao  much  and  profitably  in  operation;  must  receive 
a  severe,  if  not  a  mortal  wound.  And  what  sub- 
atitutehave  we  for  this  when  it  shall  be  destroyed? 
Silver  and  gold  coin  cannot  be  relied  on.  There 
is  not  from  the  best  estimate  an  amount  to  ex- 
ceed $10,000,000  specie  in  ail  our  cities  and  trad- 
tnff  towns,  and  this  will  be  collected  by  this  bank. 
The  price  of  all  stocks^  and  every  kind  of  pro- 
duce and  species  of  property  must  suffer  a  great 
depression,  for  a  scarcity  oi  money  enhances  its 
value,  and  consequently  depresses  the  value  of 
every  other  species  of  property.  That  this  sud- 
den, if  not  total  change  in  our  system^  must  oc» 
casion  great  embarrassment,  produce  failure,  dis- 
appointments, and  distress,  among  our  citizens, 
is  certain. 

To  say  the  least  of  such  a  measure,  is  to  term 
it  an  experiment  which  no  well  regulated  State 
has  ever  dared  to  make,  from  the  first  institution 
of  civilized  society  to  the  present  time.  Stronger 
governments  than  ours,  in  risking  such  an  exper- 
iment, would  insure  their  overthrow  and  ruin. 
Perhaps  the  ^od  fortune  of  the  American  peo- 
ple ia  a  aufficient  guaiantee  against  all  the  diaas- 


trous  consequences  which  airy  other  people miglit 
experience  from  such  a  measure.  Bat  lowo, 
sir,  I  dare  not  incur  by  my  vote  the  awfalmpoo- 
sibillty  of  this  bold  and  untried  ezperiment  od- 
less  compelled  by  the  Constitution.  This,  is  mf 
most  deliberate  opinion,  the  Constitatios  docs 
not  require. 

But  the  question  of  constitutionality  I  shall 
not  at  this  time  discuss.  If  it  is  a  question  which 
Congress  may  dmcuss  and  decide,  it  wisdiseossed 
and  deliberately  decided  at  the  time  ihts  charter 
was  granted.  The  decision  it  then  receired  has 
met' with  the  ganeral  approbation  of  the  States 
and  of  the  people.  Branches  have,  been  estab- 
lished in  a  number  of  the  States,  and  the  bills 
have  circulated  without  opposition  or  diffieoliy 
in  all.  And  counterfeiters  of  this  paper  are  poo- 
isbable  for  forgery  by  the  atatutes  of  the  diflff« 
ent  States.  For  twenty  yeai9  this  institatioo  his 
received  the  countenance  and  patronage  of  the 
Government.  In  this  patronage  there  hu  hen 
no  difference  in  the  several  Administratioiis,  ao* 
less  that  of  the  Repobliean  Adrainistratioo  hii 
been  the  most  extensive.  This  bank  bat  beta 
employed  by  the  Government  to  keep  its  treti- 
ura,  to  collect  and  transmit  the  revenue ;  and  the 
Government,  it  will  be  recollected,  origioallf 
owned  two-fifths  of  the  capital,  which  has  beea 
sold  at  a  great  advance.  The  United  Stato 
ownied  $2,080,000,  equal  to  five  thonsaad  sharei 
2,493  shares  were  sold  in  1796  and  1797.  at  aa 

advance  of  25  per  cent.  -  -  •  $997,200 
Twenty-five  per  cent,  gain  -       •  ^,600 

First  sale  amonnted  to        -        -       - 1^,800 

287  sharen  sold  in  1797        -        -       -    lUJOO 
At  twenty  per  cent,  advance,  gain      -     22,960 


137,760 


By  the  Republican  Administration  in 
1802,  two  thoQsand  two  hundred  aad 
twenty  shares  •       -       -       .       - 

Add  45  per  cent,  advance,  gain    - 


.   399,000 

1587,600 

137;750 

1,296.800 

2.721160 


So  that  th6  United  States  gained  $721,000,80(1 
of  this  $380,000  has  been  received  by  the  Admis- 
istration  under  Mr.  Jefiersoo.  This  sale  wai 
sanctioned  by  a  vole  of  the  House  of  Represeot- 
atives,  although  it  was  ton  foreigner,  an  m^y^ 
man,  Mr.  Baring;  and  our  Government  gaioM, 
on  this  sale,  $399,600.  This  tonduct  of  the  Got- 
ernment  and  of  the  then  Republican  minority  oi 
the  Housa  of  Representatives  did  not  evioeeaDf 
scruples  about  the  constitutionality  of  the  charter. 
If  it  was  deemed  unconstitutional  and  daDjeroos 
to  the  liberties  and  interests  of  the  people,  it  w** 
not  for  those  who  entertained  this  opinion  (ogi^ 
it  countenance  and  support.    They  ought  itu^ 


)05 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


606 


AMOABT,  18U. 


Bank  of  the  UnUed  Staiu. 


H.  OF  R. 


0  bBfe  taken  meatttres  to  baire  checked  and 
topped  its  opera  tioot.  A  ad  there  is  nothiag  in 
be  arffumeot  that  the  faith  of  tlie  GoTernmeBt 
ras  pledged  tor  twenty  years,  and  the  law,  al- 
hough.uocoDstiiationaly  could  not  have  been  re- 
leal^.  For  Congress  cannot  pledge  the  feiih  of 
torero  men  t  by  an  unconstitutional  law.  If  Con- 
rress  should  establish  a  monari;hical  goTernment 
Q  any  State  or  Territory,  and  by  law  guarantee 
1 10  the  people  for  twenty  years,  would  any  one 
are  lo  contend  that  the  fai(h  of  OoTernmenl  was 
iledged  for  twenty  years,  and  this  law  could  not 
e  repealed  ?  Certainly  not.  And  why  ?  Be- 
ause  such  a  law  would  be  unconstitutional.  It 
fould  be  the  dutv  of  the  Legislature  to  repeal  it, 
«cause  the  members  are  sworn  to  support  the 
)oDsiitotion  ?  And  how  will  gentlemen,  who 
avebeen  meaibers  of  this  House  many  years. 
Dd  eotertaioioff  the  opinion  that  this  charter  was. 
Tiolaiion  of  toe  Conf  titution,  and  to  ling  to  ap- 
irobate  the  sale  of  the  bank  atock,  and  for  other 
Qeasvres  to  countenanee  its  operation,  and  never 
iilempiiDg  to  rid  the  country  of  this  monster,  re- 
oocile  their  condoct  with  their  duty?  It  can 
iDljr  be  reconciled  by  the  conclusion  that  they 
lid  not  question  the  coostitotiooalitv  of  the  char- 
er.  This  conclusion  is  warranted  by  the  act  of 
^oDgress,  passed  16ih  of  Februar|r,  1804— Laws 
Jniied  States,  volume  7,  page  87,  in  these  words, 
entitled  '^  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  in- 
:orporate  the  sQbecribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni* 
ed  States: 

**B€it  en&dtd by  tki  SenaU  tmd  Houte ^BMre- 
tidaUMioftke  iknied  8uam  of  America  i^  Can' 
rrm  Qtttmhkdt  That  the  Prendent  and  Dimctois  ni 
he  Bank  of  the  United  States  shall  be  and  thej  are 
lereby  antbonsed  to  estahliah  offioea  of  discount  and 
lepoaite,  in  any  part  of  the  tenitories  or  dependenciea 
i  the  United  States,  in  the  manner  and  on  the  terms 
teicribed  in  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement" 

If  the  original  law  was  uneoastitutioDal,  this 
ici  extending  the  powers  of  the  corporation  was 
i|uaUy  unconstitutional.  This  act  was  passed 
)y  a  Republican  Congress,  who  did  not  believe 
hat  the  original  charter  was  unconstitutional.  It 
s  but  ktely,  very  latelv,  thai  Coastimtional  dif- 
iculties  have  suggested  themselves  to  some  gen- 
lemeo.  £ven  at  this  time,  the  Administration 
lai  DO  objection  to  the  constitutionality  of  the 
measure.  The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  proper  officer  to  speak  the  opinion 
f  the  EUecuiive  upon  this  qneatioo,  is  my  an- 
bority  for  the  assertion,  that  the  Executive  will 
VI t  no  Constitutional  difficulties  to  encounter  in 
assinga  bill  for  the  renewal  of  this  charter. 
["hat  report  was  made  pursiiant  to  a  resdution  of 
^it  House,  and  has  been  laid  upon  our  tables.  It 
uies  no  objections  to  the  renewal  of  the  charter, 
outpoints  out  the  advantaffea  the  Qovernment 
^a? e  derived  from  this  bank,  and  hereafter  may 
leriTe,ifit  shall  be  continued.  How  is  it  that 
his  report  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
ipoo  a  question  of  financial  economy,  is  not  re* 
P^cted  as  were  his  reports  in  former  times  ?  Has 
le  lost  his  talents  at  calculation  1  Does  he  tell 
lowelcome  jtrutbs,  or  is  there  something  "  rotten 


in  Dennurk  V*  Gxeat  exertions  have  been  made 
to  excite-seosibilities  and  clamor  against  the  re- 
newal of  this  charter.  The  money  changers, 
stock  brokers^  and  sneculators,  vultures  that  prey 
upon  the  vitals  of  toe  community,  have  been  fly- 
ing through  the  country,  denouncing  all  who 
should  express  or  ^tertain  an  opinion  in  favor  of 
the  measure.  But,  I  trust,  we  are  not  yet  arrived 
to  that  period  in  the  history  of  our  (Government, 
when  Congress  must  legislate  under  the  hissings 
of  the  gallery,  or  the  denunciations  of  prostituted 
or  misguided  presses.  If  we  are,  sir,  we  may  bid 
adieu  to  our  liberties.  Una  wed  by  these  vatici- 
nations, it  becomes  us  to  examine  patiently,  and 
decide  deliberately,  this  great  question  presented 
to  onr  consideration  for  decision. 

In  examining  this  question,  we  are  naturallf 
led  to  inquire,  Is  an  institution  of  this. nature,  in 
the  present  state  of  our  country,  necessary — is  it 
proper?  And,  in  pursuing  this  inquirv,  let  me 
recur  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  tne  Treaa* 
ory,  and  see  if  the  aid  of  tliis  institution  is  re* 
quired  in  the  administration  of  the  financial  de- 
partment of  the  Government.  Will  not  his  ex- 
perience enable  him  to  answer  the  question 
correctly  1  To  what  better  authority  shall  wa 
resort.?  What  are  the  principal  duties  of  the 
Treasury  Department?  The  collection,  safe- 
keeping, transmission,  and  disbursement  of  public 
moneys.  For  performing  all  these  duties,  this 
bank  has  been  the  efficient  and  faithful  aiffent. 
In  twenty  years  past,  it  has  collected  and  disburse 
ed,  at  iu  own  risk,  not  less  than  $100,000,000 
public  moneys-*-!  f  you  allow  the  revenue  to  have 
averaged  $5,000,000  a  year,  it  would  amonnt  to 
this  sum  received  in  \  and  same  amount  trans- 
mitted and  disbursed  amounts  to  $200,000,000  in 
twenty  years.  Having  a  greater  capital  than 
any  other  company  ia  the  country,^  the  public 
money  is  more  secure  with  this  company  than 
any  other.  It  then  assists  essentially  in  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  money,  and  this,  the  report  tells  us, 
is  one  of  its  advantages  to  the  Gtovernmeat.  But 
its  more  essential  assistance  to  the  Qovernment  is 
in  the  collection  and  transmission  of  the  revenue 
at  its  own  risk.  Our  revenues  are  secured  br 
bonds,  and  these  bonds  are  .payable  at  this  bank 
and  its  branches,  in  the  different  ports  of  collec- 
tion. They  are  accordingly  lodged  in  the  bank 
for  payment,  and,  when  due,  they  must  be  punc- 
tually paid,  or  the  debtor  loses  his  credit  at  tha 
bank,  and,  of  course,  in  the  commercial  world. 
Hence,  every  exertion  is  made  to  pay  at  the  time 
the  bond  becomes  due;  and  hence  our  revenue 
has  been  paid  with  such  scrupulous  punctuality, 
and  so  few  losses.  And^  is  it  not  an  object  of 
magnitude,  that  we  provide  for  the  safe  and  sure 
collection  of  our  revenues,  which,  in  prosperous 
years,  may  amoimt  to  eighteen  or  twenty  millions 
of  dollars  ? 

Put  down  this  bank,  and  how  then  are  your 
revenues  to  be  collected  ?  Through  the  medium 
of  the  State  baaks  ?  x  ou  do  what  no  prudent 
man.  in  his  individual  concerns,  would  think  of 
doing.  Yon  discard  a  faithful,  honest,  responsi^ 
1  ble  agent,  whose  integrity  and  fidelity  you  have 
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known  for  twentjr  jeen,  nnd  yoa  pkee  your  t»> 
tate  in  the  hands  and  at  the  disposal  of  twenty  or 
thirty  entire  straneecs,  of  whose  character  and 
responsibility  yon  snow  nothing,  nor  hare  the 
oceans  of  aequicing  any  knowledge,  and  over 
whose  conduct  yon  have  no  controL  Should  an 
individual  act  thus  with  his  property,  he  would 
be  deemed  to  have  lost  all  regard  for  it^  if  not 
considered  a  madman.  In  resorting  to  the  Stale 
banks,  we  are  offering  theamount  of  our  revenue 
as  a  bounty  lor  intrigues,  cabals,  and  tactions 
through  the  country.  In  almost  every  State 
there  are  a  number  of  banks,  and  each  will  en- 
deavor to  get  the  revenue  collected  in  that  Slate, 
to  keep  and  trade  with.  It  must  be  given  to  one, 
.  or  divided  among  thorn  all.  If  one  is  selected  as 
the  favorite,  all  the  rest  become  jealous,  dissatis- 
fied, and  ej^rt  their  capital  and  inflaenoe  against 
the  favorite  bank  and  its  patron, the  QoTemment. 
This  will  awaken  a  spirit  of  faction  in  every  State 
yet  unknown  in  this  country.  If  all  are  to  be 
gratified  in  their  request  for  the  deposites,  the 
Government  must  open  separate  accounts  with 
all  the  different  banks  in  the  country,  to  the 
amount  of  fifty  or  sixty;  and  new  companies  will 
be  formed,  and  new  applicants  request  to  divide 
the  business,  and  share  the  profits,  indeed,  there 
will  be  no  end  to  the  scenes  of  speculation  and 
intrigue^  which  will  sooa  appear,  if  this  course  is 
adopted  by  the  Ctovemment. 

Again :  the  Governmept  have  no  oneaos  of  as- 
certain!^ the  system  or  principles  upon  which 
these  different  banks  conduct  their  business ;  they 
are  creatures  of  the  States,  and  in  no  way  an- 
swerable to  the  General  Government.  The 
Treasury  cannot  inspect  their  books,  nor  ascer- 
tain their  funds;  of  course  we  mnsi  be  ignorant  of 
their  responsibility.  And  yet  we  are  to  deposite 
moneys  la  their  hands,  to  five  or  ten  times  the 
amount  of  their  capital.  But  few  of  the  State 
banks  have  a  capital  beyond  a  million.  In  New 
York  and  Boston,  the  revenue  depositee  may 
amount  to  fire  or  six  millions  a  year ;  and  are  we 
to  intrnst  this  with  a  corporation,  which,  if  it  foil- 
ed, would  not  pay  more  than  a  fifth  part  of  It  1 
Besides,  you  may  net  be  able  to  command  these 
moneys  when  required,  if  left  with  thoaa  over 
whom  you  have  no  power.  It  is  possible  some 
of  these  State  institutions  may  be  hostile  to  your 
Government ;  they  may  refuse  payment,  and  this 
refusal  be  supported  by  the  Stale.  Shall  we  place 
our  public  treasure  under  the  control  of  States 
which  can  order  out  their  militia  to  oppose  and 
resist  the  execution  of  our  laws,  or  refuse  their 
aid  to  enforce  them  ? 

.But,  suppose  the  revenue  collected  and  safely 
kept  by  these  different  baaks,  how  is  it  tobesafe- 
Iv  and  speedily  transmitted  to  difiereat  paru  of 
the  Union  to  answer  the  demands  of  Govern- 
ment, and  at  whose  risk  and  expense?  Can  the 
opponents  of  this  bill  obviate  this  difficulty  f  It 
is  a  difficulty  of  a  two-fold  nature,  first  innnding 
a  safe  mode  of  conveyance,  and.  secondly, a  con- 
venient medium  to  transmit.  Specie  cannot  be 
procured;  and  what  State  bank  bills,  if  sent, 
would  pass  current  in  every  part  of  the  Unitea 


Stales,  aa  the  bills  of  ihk  hank  do?  CaroliM 
and  Kentucky  bilb  are  unknown,  sad  wocld  oot 
pass  in  New  York  and  Boston ;  and  New  York 
Dills  would  not  pass  in  Kentucky  or  GtroliBL 
New  England  bills  do  not  pass  ia  New  York  hot 
at  a  considerable  discount.  Bul^  under  the  fra- 
ent  system,  if  Govenimenl  have  fife  miUiontde- 
noaited  in  Boston,  and  it  is  required  to  be  psid  tt 
New  Orteans,  n  draft  is  given  by  the  bnuek  ia 
Boston,  «poa  that  in  New  Orieans,  and  tkettooey 
is  paid  at  the  latter  ^lace  as  soon  as  the  anil  eaa 
travel  there. 

*  Again:  if  the  Govemmenl  is  to  take  the  nik 
of  coUeetiog  and  distributing  therevenae.  ietoi 
Inquire,  what  this  can  be  done  for?  TherereBiie 
amounts  lo^  say  tea  aaillions  dollars,  collected  lad 
paid  out  aonaaily ;  and  allow  one  and  a  bslf  pci 
cent*  for  iranamittiag,  as  low  a  rate  as  it  wodU 
be  done  for,  and  this,  on  twenty  millions,  amoaois 
to  ail  hundred  thousand  dolLars  a  year,  s  ion 
equal  to  our  civil  list. 

But  another  seriottf  evil  is  lo  beeneountercdii 
putting  down  tbis  baiA—yon  deprive  the  coaitrf 
at  once  of  a  circulatiag  medium^  Silver  and 
gold  cannot  be  had— ^od  what  paper,  but  that  of 
the  United  States'  Bank,-  wiH  pass  current  io 
every  part  of  the  Union  ?  None.  Yon  cas  oot- 
rid^  in  twenty-four  hours,  the  credit  of  any  otber 
bans  in  the  ooontry.  This  evil  will  be  most  se- 
riously felt  in  the  interior.  It  will  at  osee  cheek 
emigration  fi'om  the  North  and  EUst  4o  the  West. 
For  those  who  wish  to  remove  will  sot  be  abJe 
to  sell  their  property;  it  wiH.iaU  etttBiiaUytQ 
value ;  and,  ii  they  should  sell,  coin  not  bctsg  in 
citculation,  they  could  not  procure  aay  paper 
money  whieb  would  pass  current  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  travelling  from  Maesnchosetta  to  Ohio 
and  Tennessee ;  and  if  they  should  arrtre  there, 
they  would  hav«  nothing  to  purchase  land  with. 
The  sales  of  our  land  must  stop  fbr  a  time,  tt 
least  until  specie  «an  be  brought  into  eircoktioi, 
for  specie  only  is  taken  ia  payment ;  this  comei 
now  through  banks — but  the  banks  will  require 
it  nil  for  their  own  support. 

And  will  not  the  people  inmiire,  why  alt  this 
pressure  and  embarrassment?  They  certsiolf 
will,  ilttd  will  they  be  satisfied  with  tbesDseer, 
that  the  bank  was  unoonstitutiooal  andcooMDOt 
therefore  be  continued?  No ;  they  will  not  b^ 
lieve  it.  They  will  justly  reply,  that  this  state 
of  things  ought  to  have  been  foreseen  and  pro* 
vided  for  by  their  rulers,  aa  it  m^ht  have  beeo. 
tn  the  ten  pnst  years  of  peace,  plenty,  and  pros' 
parity,  which  we  have  experienced,  instead  of  ^ 
vising  a  system  to  take  the  pUce  of  the  preseat 
bank  on  the  5th  of  March,  what  have  the  rulen 
'done?  They  seem  never  to  have  oace  thought 
of  the  event  that  is  now  about  to  happen  ?  Bf 
the  acts  of  Governmept  the  country  has,  ia  a  de- 
gree, been  deprived '  of  the  capital  which  misfbt 
have  been  here  to  meet  the  crisis.  Aboot  thirtf 
million  dollars  have  been  sent  out  of  the  cooQ- 
try,  and  much  of  it  in  specie,  to  pay  the  pubin 
debt,  when  payment  was  not  demanded.  AU  JP' 
ternal  taxes  have  been  repealed,  and  reliance  fof 
revenue  has  been  made  on  imposts  and  u>a»^ 
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which  are  now  aboot  to  fail  us,  and  that,  too, 
wbeo  the  Trvasory  is  nearly  exhansted.  For, 
after  paying  the  $2,750,000  to  this  bank,  there 
will  not  remain  much  more  than  this  amount  in 
the  Treasary.  The  reveciue  bonds  outstanding, 
to  thetmount.of  about  ten  million  dollars,  will 
not,  caoDOt,  be  paid  if  bank  accommodations  are 
to  stop.  Recourse  must  be  had  to  toans^  the  last 
resort  of  empty  purses  and  empt^  heads — and  a 
cress  for  money,  and  its  high  price.  wi|!  render 
loaos  difficult  to  be  effected,  and  subject  the  Go v- 
eromeot  to  a  high  rate  of  interest. 

These  considerations  suggest  to  os  the  imperi- 
ous necessity  of  oontiouiog  the  operations  of  this 
bank,  onder  such  restrictions  as  may  be  deemed 
most  advisable,  and  thus  to  keep  in  motion  the 
present  system  of  credit,  and  support  the  existing 
princtpfes  of  doing  business  throughout  the 
country. 

And  what  are  the  reasons  for  refusing  a  renewal 
of  this  charter  ?  Let  them  be  examined,  and,  un 
le9s  they  are  solid  and  substantial,  let  inem  not 
prerail.  One  reason  assigned  is,  that  it  em- 
ploys a  foreign  caphal,  which  is  iojurions  to  our 
oouQtry, 

This  is  not  aa  objection  of  any  weight;  and,  if 
it  were,  have  Congress  the  power  to  prohibit  the 
employment  of  foreign  capital  in  the  United 
Slates?  If  we  prevent  it  from  being  employed 
in  this  bank  it  may  go  into  the  State  banks,  or 
take  any  other  direction,  not  prohibited  by  the 
CoDsiitQtion  or  laws  of  the  country.  But  it  has 
e?er  been  the  liberal  policy  of  this  Oovernmeot 
to  iovite  foreign  capital,  and  foreigners,  to  come 


among  os. 


Gentlemen  seem  to  consider  that  portion  of  this 
stock,  held  by  foreigners,  as  baring  no  other  con- 
nexion with  oar  own  eiitzens  than  compelling 
them  to  pay  eight  per  cent,  per  annum  interest 

for  it. 

Let  US,  for  a  moment,  see  how  this  money,  to 
the  amount  of  seven  millfons  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  owned  bv  foreigners,  is  employed, 
and  the  objection  urged  on  this  ground  must  van>- 
ish.  It  will  not  be  denied  but  that  it  is  used  in 
trade.  And  it  is  wanted  here  to  make  cash  pay- 
ments for  shipments  made  to  Europe.  This  en* 
ables  the  American  merchant  to  make  prompt 
payment  for  the  goods  he  imports  from  Europe, 
by  which  be  obtains  them,  say  eight  per  cent,  be- 
low the  credit  price,  while  he,  instead  of  obtain- 
ing this  credit  la  BUirope,  obtains  it  at  the  bank 
for  six  per  cent.    Here^  then,  is  a  difference  of  two 

?'r  ceoL  in  favor  of  the  American  merchant. 
his.  on  seven  millions  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  forty-four 
iboasand  dollars  a  vear — in  twenty  years,  to  two 
miUions  eight  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dol- 
lars. This  is  one  item  saved  in  retaining  this 
capital  IB  this  institution— and  $1,200,000,  the 
sum  to  be  paid  by  those  stockholders  for  the  priv- 
ilege of  continuing  their  capital*  in  this  banc,  is 
another  item — and  another,  larger  than  either  of 
these,  is  the  afdvance  upon  the  stock  proposed  to 
be  subscribed  by  the  United  States,  which  may 
be  estimated  at  921)00^000.*  These  together, 
1 1th  Gov.  3d  Ssss.— ^0 


amounted  to  $6,060,000,  which  the  Government 
and  citizens  of  *this  country  will  receive  by  pass- 
tog  this  bill.    So  far,  this  would  be  raising  a 
revenue,  and  not  liable  to  any  Constitutional  ob-- 
jection. 

But,  it  is  said,  this  capital  has  an  influence 
upon  elections  unfriendly  to  liberty.  Whatever 
may  have  formerly  been  the  political  influence  of 
this'institution^  the  competition  of  banking  busi- 
ness has  long  srnce  rendered  it  harmless  as  a  po- 
litical engine.  But,  vt\ii\e  gentlemen  complain 
of  its  accommodations  being  partial,  they  propose 
the  singular  remedy  of  destroving  them  entirely; 
because  it  has  committed  the  fault  of  not  accom- 
modating everybody,  it  must  now  cease  to  accom- 
modate anybody. 

If  we  have  not  too  much  capital,  our  citizens 
will  find  a  profitable  use  for  this.  That  this  is 
wanted  and  engaged  in  busine^  is  incontestably 
proved  by  the  dividends  which  this  bank  has 
made,  of  eieht  and  nine  per  cent,  profit.  If  the 
ch^arter  shall  expire  on  the  4th  of  March,  this  ten 
million  dollars  capital,  which  may  and  probably 
will  be  collected  in  specie,  will  be  aglin  thrown 
into  circulation  here  or  sent  out  of  the  country. 

Suppose  it  retained  here,  what  are  we  to  gain 
or  lose  by  the  experiment? 

The  scarcity  of  specie  consecjuent  to  this  ope- 
ration, will  appreciate  its  value,  and,  in  like  pro- 
portion, depreciate  the  price  of  every  other  kind 
of  properiy-.-^ay  thirty  per  cent.  These  foreign 
stockholders,  having  seven  millions  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  in  specie,  will  be  able  to  specu- 
late on  the  distresses  of  your  own  citizens.  They 
will  be  the  gainers,  we  the  losers..  If  they  can 
make  by  the  bargain,  as  *tbey  undoubtedly  may, 
thirty  percent. — this,  on  seven  milliot)  two  hun- 
nred  thousand  dollars,  would  amount  to  two  mil- 
lions one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars, 
which,  added  to  the  present  capital,  would  be  nine 
millions  three  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars. This  amount,  vested  in  any  other  bank 
stock,  or  valoable  property,  would  continue  to 
yield  them  eight  per  cent,  profit  annually.  This, 
on  nine  millions  three  hundred  and  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars,  amounts  to  seven  hundred  and  for- 
ty-four thousand  eight  hundred  dollars  a  year — 
one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred dollars  more,  in  a  year^  than  tbe^r  would  re- 
ceive by  eontinuinff  their  capital  in  this  bank.  It 
is  evident  that  a  refusal  to  renew  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will  not  prevent 
the  use  of  foreign  capital  among  us,  as.  has  been 
urged  by  gentlemen  opposed  to  a  renewal.  I  do 
not  allude  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
BnawELf^)  he  does  not  consider  it  an  objection 
that  80  much  of  this  stock  is  owned  by  foreign- 
ers. But,  let  us,  for  a  moment,  suppose  that,  on 
a  dissolution  of  this  bank,  this  capital  goes  out 
of  the  country ;  U  is  owned  by  proprietors  who 
reside  in  England,  where  bullion  is  fifteen  per 
cent,  above  their  paper  currency,  and  if  this  seven 
millions  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  should  be 
sent  to  Europe,  it  would  drain  nearly  all  the  ape* 
cie  from  the  country.  Unless  it  can  be  employ- 
ed here  to  more  advaauge,  it  will,  as  an  arltpU 
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of  merchandise,  leavQ  the  country  for  a  better 
market.  But  it  will,  at  any  rate,  be  in  the  hands 
of  those  whb  may  pot,  afier  the  refusal  to  renew 
the  charter,  f^el  very  solicitous  to  aid  the  opera- 
tions of  your  Government,  or  relieve  the  distress- 
es of  the  peoplCi  by  sending  thi^  specie  into  circu- 
lation amonff  us.  We  should  require  strong  ar-^ 
guments,  indeed,  to  induce  us  to  adopt  a  measure 
which  may  at  once,  drive  out  of  the  country,  or 
lock  up,  so  large  a  portion  of  the  specie  capital. 
Whether  it  goe's  out  of  the  country,  or  remaina 
for  a  year  inactive  here,  the  effect  upon  the  com- 
munity will  be  the  same.  The  great  demand  and 
faigh  price  of  specie  will  depress  the  price  of  every 
Itind  of  stock  and  every  species  of  property ;  our 
^heat,  cotton,  hemp,  tobacco,  and  every  article  of 
produce,  must  suffer  a  depression  of  at  least  ten  per 
•cent.,  perhaps  not  find  a  market  at  any  poce. 
Th€  nation  will  be  subjected  at  once  to  the  ^ss 
'Of  a  sum  at  .least  equal  to  the  amount  of  the 
whole  capital  of  this  bank.  For  the  amount  of 
produce  and  merchandfse  in  the  country  may  be 
'estimated  at  one  hundred  millions  dollars;  a  loss 
of  ten  per  oent.  would  be  ten  millions  dollars,  a 
:aum  e^ual  to  our  revenues  for  one  y^ar.  By 
^bom  IS  this  loss  to  be  sustained  ?  By  the  mer- 
tChants?  No;  it  will  fall  upon  (he  farmers,  the 
manufacturers,  and  mechanics ;  your  rich  mon- 
eyed capitalists  are  safe — nay,  they  are  the  only 
i^en  who.  will  profit  by  such  a  state  of  confusion 
and  distress. 

When  1  advocate  a  continuance  of  the  present 
aystem,  I  advocate  the  interest  of  the  farmer, 
the  mechanic,  and  even  the  laborer,  who  alone 
must  suffer  most  severely,  by  the  experiment  of 
breaking  up  this  bank  and  your  present  system  of 
paper  credit.  Of  this  we  may  all  be  convinced 
when  too  late  to  remedy  the  evil.  The  effect  it 
may  produce  may  be  entirely  different  from  what 
the  opponents  to  this  bill  now  believe.  Instead 
of  a  blessing,  it  may  prove  a  scoiirge  and  a  curse 
to  the  country.  Politictanaj  we  all  know,  are 
liable  to  err  in  their  calculations,  and  often  mis- 
take ihe  real  bearing  and  effect  of  their  meas> 
ures  upon  the  community.  The  Turkish  Qovr 
ernment  once  devised  and  adopted  an  infallible 
expedient,  as  the  rulers  believed,  to  prevent  a 
aearcity  of  corn,  by  prohibiting  the  exportation 
of  this  article.  But  the  consequence  of  this  fa- 
▼orite  measure  was  a  famine,  want,  and  calami- 
ty, instead  of  plenty  an4l  happiness. 

And  are  eentlemen,  who  are  opposed  to  the 
renewal  of  this  chartier)  quite  sure  what  will  be 
the  consequence  of  stopping  at  once  the  opera- 
tions of  this  bank?  I  apprehend  not.  They  all 
admit  it  will,  for  a  lime,  occasion  some  embar- 
rassment to  our  ({itizens  and  our  Treasury,  but 
they  differ  as  to  the  extent  of  the  evil,  and  tell 
us  that  all  the  calamity  is  to  be  far  outweighed 
by  the  blessings  which  are  to  follow ;  and  among 
other  blessings  which  are  to  result,  is  the  check 
.  which  is  to  be  given  to  trade.  We  are  told  that 
there  is  too  much  credit,  and  too  much  trade, 
that  failures  are  continually  occurring,  and  that 
although  the  merchant  fiiil,  the  farmer  bears  the 
loss.    A  single  glance  at  the  manner  of  transact- 


ing business  in  our  commercial  towns  musicoo- 
vinoe  any  gentleman  that  when  a  merchaot  stops 
payment,  he  is  seldom  indebted  to  the  farmer. 
His  credit  contracts  are  with  the  banks  and  mer- 
chants in  town :  instead  of  nurcLasiog  produce 
from  the  farmer  upon  credit,  the  merchant  obtains 
a  oredit  at  the  bank,  procures  bills,  and  is  io  this 
way  able  to  purchase  from  the  farmer  for  ready 
money;  and  if  the  merchant  fails,  his  creditors  ia 
town,  not  in  the  country,  are  ^enerall^r  the  suf- 
ferers.   By  lessening  or  destroying  bankacconi- 
modatipn,  yon  transfer  the  credit  from  the  ciiy 
to  the  country..    Then  if  ,a  merchant  should  fail 
his  creditors  in  the  country,  the  farmers,  would 
suffer.    Should  this  be  the  effect  of  putting  down 
this  bank,  the  agriculturist  who  i^ow  sells  bis 
wheat,  hemp,  cotton,  and  tobacco,  for  cash,  will 
be  compelled  to  sell  upon  credit,  and  take  the 
risk  of  failure  from  the  banks  and  merchants  to 
himself.    Is  this  the  manner  in  which  trade  is  to 
be  lessened  by  stopping  bank  credit  7 
.  But  it  has  been  urged  that  we  have  too  mud 
paper  in  circulation.    Admit  it.    The  destruc- 
tion of  this  baiik  will  increase,  not  diminish,  the 
quantity  of  circulating  bank  paper;  and  Icoo- 
sider  tne  embarrassment  which  must  immedi- 
ately follow  the  closing  of  the  concerns  of  this 
institution  as  the  least  of  the  evils  the  commu- 
nity will  experience  from  a  refusal  to  renew  the 
charter.    Congress  may  indeed  prevent  the  ope- 
ration of  this  bank  after  the  4th  of  March,  but 
Congress  can  neither  prevent  a  spirit  of  trade, 
.nor  subdue   the  passion  for  speculation.   For, 
while  we  are  debating  the  expediency  of  destroy- 
ing this  bank,  in  order  to  free  the  country  from 
the  mischieffi  of  an  extended  bank  credit,  we  Bod 
new  banks  springing  into  existence  in  ever; 
direction.    We  have  no  less  than  five  bills  nov 
on  our  table  for  incorporating  this  number  of 
banks  in  this  ten-mlle-square  District.    And  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  BuawfLL)  his 
told  us  that  these  applications  are  an  evidence  of 
capital  or  of  cortuption,  but  I  consider  them 
rather  as  evidence  or  thejdesiroyingspiritof  spec- 
ulation, which  threatens  to  stand  upon  the  ruins 
of  the  united  States'  Bank  till  the  country  shall 
be  overwhelmed  with  new  emissions  of  pap^i 
frona  these  new  manufactories.    The  banks  es- 
tablished b^  the  State  Legislatures  will  scramble 
for  the  privilege  of  filling  the  chasm  to  be  made 
by  the  destruction  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.    Already  are  they  preparing  for  the  pat- 
riotic endeavor.    Our  State  Legislatures  are  to 
be  importuned  4o  become  bank  jobbers  and  jojat 
undertakers  and    copartners  in  the  enterprise. 
The  profits  are  to  furnish  revenues  su£5cieot  to 
satisfy  both  avarice  and  ambition.     Notwith- 
standing the  provision  in  the  Constitution,  that 
no  State  shall  *^emit  bills  of  credit,"  we  find  al' 
most  every  State  in   the  Union   interested  in 
banks,  authorizing  corporations  to  issne  baoi 
bills,  which,  so  far  a&  they  exceed  the  capiw 
upon  which  they  are  issued,  are  in  the  nature  of 
bills  of  credit    Several  States  own  stock  in  these 
banks,  and,  as  such  stockholders,  are  responsive 
for/ the  payment  of  .these  bills,    Pennsylrafli^) 
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Virgrioia,  and  Vermont,  are  large  stockholders  fn    to  the  commiiBity.    Bat  take  awaf  this  rega- 
their  State  banks;  New  York  and  North  Caro«    lator,  and  the  other  baoks  may  go  on  withovt 

fear  or  restraint  tof  loan  millioas,  wichont  haviag 
a  dollar  in  their  ?aahs,  until  all  will  be  reduced 
to  bankruptcy,  as  we  have  already  witnessed,  in 
sorne  parts  of  New  Eoglaod.    We  hare  beea 


lina  have  also  an  interest  in  some  of  their  banks. 
The  States  eannpt  be  restrainedi  nor  is  it  to  be 
wished  that  the^  shoold  be  prohibited  altogether 
from  incorporating  banlts.  But  what  difficnities 
are  we  to  experience  in  resorting  to  these  numer- 
ous and  connicting  instHutions  for  the  collection, 
safe-keepio^y  and  transmission  of  our  revenues? 
The  depositee  of  the  Qoverbmeot  will  render 
hanking  profitable  to  the  favorite'  bank  that  re- 
ceives them.  The  aid  of  the  Government  will 
make  this  bank  superior  in  funds  and  credit  to 
any  of  t&e  others  which  do  not  share  this  solid 
patronage^  This  will  produce  jealousies  and 
collisions  of  interests  between  bancs  in  the  same 
State,  and  thus  form  cabals  against  the  State  and 
General  Ghivernments.  It  will  not  stop  here, 
but  will  extend  from  State  to  State.  If  the 
States  and  State  banks  are  to  regulated  trade  in 
the  article  of  paper  money,  they  may  prescribe 
the  terms.  T^  give  the  preference  to  tneir  own 
paper,  they  may  ezdude  that  of  any  other  State 
from  circulation  among  themi  in  the  same  way 
that  the  paper  of  unincorporated  baaka  is  ex- 
claded  by  some  States,  and  bills  of  a  certain 
amonnt  from  others. 

The  great  commercial  States  will  have  in 
their  power  the  paper  of  the  smaK  and  agrieul- 
toral  States.  For  wh^re  there  is  most  trade, 
there  the  most  current  bills  will  be  the  most  val-^ 
nable.  The  bills  of  New  York  and  Pennsylva- 
nia, from  the  great  trade  and  frequent  intercourse 
between  their  capital  cities,  would  be  in  greater 
demand  than  any  other;  the  bills  of  either  State 
wonld  pass  current  in  the  other,  and  this  would 
girt  them  a  credit  and  currency  superior  to  all 
other  bills.  They  would,  of  course,  drive  the 
others  out  of  the  market.  And,  sir,  it  is  possi- 
ble that  other  banks  may  attempt  xt  make  up  in 
the  quantity  of  their  paper  the  deficiency  in  its 
qoalitr  and  credit,  and  all  may  overtrade  their 
capital,  disaooat  far  beyond  their  funds,  until  a 
general  depreciation  of  their  paper  shall  produce 
general  failare,  and  univertnl  distrust  in  ail  paper 
erediL  It  le  the  duty  of  the  Government,  if  in 
their  power,  to  avert  such  a  state  of  confusion ; 
to  protect  and  preserve  the  country  from  such 
oonplieatcd  ruin.  But  we  are  about  to  invite 
and  precipitate  this  destruction'  by  throwing 
away  the  onlv  means  we  possess  to  prevent  it. 
Stop  this  bank,  and  what  check  is  there  then  to 
limit  the  discount  of  all  other  banks'?  They 
Buy  issue  paper  to  any  amount,  and  without 
fnods  to  tedeem  it.  There  may,  and  very  prob- 
ably will  be,  a  common  interest  and.  feeling 
among  them  to  uphold  each  other,  until  all  shall 
deem  it  advisable  to  fall.  Hitherto  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  by  its  large  capital,  and  the 
amount  of  its  specie  always  on  hand,  has  con-* 
fined  the  diacounts  of  other^banks  to  certain  lim- 
its, and  compelled  them'  to  observe  some  propor- 
tion between  their  loans  and  actual  funds.  And 
iu  this  way  it  has  served  as  a  barometer  to  ascer- 
tain the  credit  of  other  banks,  as  a  regulator  ta 


told  by  gentlemen  that  this  bank  has  been  the 
cause  of  the  excess  of  bank  paper,  which  haa 
prevailed  in  some  of  the  Eastern  States.    This 
1  deny.    What  has  been  the  conduct  of  banks  in 
that  quarter  7    A  considerable  number  of  baaka 
were  established  in  the  interior  of  Massaehusetia 
and  New  Hampshire.    And  they  went  on  to  is- 
sue their  bills  to  a  sreat  amount,  without  ref^anl 
to  their  actual  fui>ds,  and  without  any  specie  to 
redeem  them.    And  had  these  bills  circulated 
only  in  places  where  banks  were  conducted  in  a 
manner  equally  loose  and  unprincipled,  the  im- 
position would  not  have  been  readily  detected ; 
but  when  these  bills  appeared  at  thehranch  bdnk . 
of  the  United  States,  their  real  value  was  tested; 
thev  were  returned,  and  the  svstem  of  banking . 
without  specie  or  capital  was  broken  up  and  de*. 
stroyed.    it  will  hardly  be  contended  that  our 
revenues  would  have  been  perfectly  secure  In 
these  banks.    And  what  assurance  have  we  that 
they  will  be  more  safe  in  the  others?    The  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  cannot  limit  their . 
discbunts,  inspect  their  boolcs,  or  ascertain  the 
state  of  their  funds,  or  the  principles  upon  which 
they  act.    It  never  can  be  seriously  insisted,  that 
it  would  be  advisable  to  deposile  the  public  mon- 
eys in  this  manner.    It  would  be  offering  the 
revenues  of  the  Government  as  a  bounty  for 
bank  factions  and  bank  frauds.    And  why  shall 
we  be  driven  to  make  these  dangerous^  ruinou* 
exfiferiments  ?    We  experience  no  hardships,  no 
real  difficulties  growinj^  out  of  our  present  sya-  - 
tem.    If  we  continue  it,  none  are  to.be  appre- 
hended.   We  shall  preserve  a  paper  mediumi 
well  known  and  long  approved ;  with  which  the 
people  of  this  country  are  well  satisfied.    For 
not  a  aiiigle  remonstrance  has  been  offered  against 
continuing  the  operations  of  this  bank)  while 
thousands  of  petitioners  have. solicited  Congress 
to  renew  the  charter.    Nothing  but  considera- 
tiooa  of  thd  most  imperious  nature  should  induce 
Congress  at  this  time  to  refuse. a  renewal  of  thia 
charter,  add  thus  compel  the  extensive  moneyed 
operntiona  of  this  company  to  stop  at  once.  The 
situation  of  the  cnontry  is  at  this  period  peca-  . 
liarly  unfavorable,  if  not  unequal  to  such  an  ope* 
ration.    But  a  small  amount  of  specie  in  circula- 
tion, and  the  course  of  ekchan^e  continually  les- 
sening the'quantiiy,  draining  it  from  the  conn- 
try;  a  large  portion  of  the  merchants'  property 
seized  in  Europe;  our  Treasury  nearly  exhausted; 
a  non-importation  about  to  be  adopted ;  our  rev- 
enue to  be  thus  cut  off;  our  Army  and  Navy 
expenditures  to  be  increased ;  and,  in  this  state 
of  our  national  affktrs,  we  are  about  to  destroy 
all  confidence  in  paper  credit;  to  adopt  a  meas- 
ure which  must  produce  general  disappointment, 
failures,  and  banxruptcy.    However  unconcerned 

, and  secure  some  gentlemen  may  feel  about  the 

keep  theoa  withiik  snch  bounda  as  might  be  safe  I  consequences  which  may  reaolc  max  suck  a  statt 
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of  things,  I  cannot  but  contemplate  them  with 
the  most  fearful  apprpheiisiion'.  Can  the  people 
extend  their  confidence  to  the  wisdom  and  expe- 
diency of  measures  which,  instead  of- promoting 
the  gfeneral  welfare,  produce  general  distress? 
Why,  sir,  we  seem  to  cherish  as  little  regard  for 
the  opinions  of  the  people  as  if  tbey  bad  nothing 
to  do  with  the  Gtovernment. 

But  the  remedy  for  all  the.  evils  growing  out 
of  this  breaking  down  measure,  is  to  be  found,  we 
are  tofd  by  some  of  its  advocates,  in  the  establish* 
ment  of  a  new  National  Bank  upon  the  ruins  of 
this.  The  country  Is  to  be  subjected  to  tbe  spasms 
idd  throes  of  death  and  birth,  at  the  same  itrstanr, 
in  order  to  preserve,  by  this  bold  practice,  its 
Constitution.  This  is  a  refinement  in  State  quack- 
ery, which  must  prove  fatal  to  the  patient. 

Are  the  advocates  for  a  National  Bank  quhe 
tore  that  they  could  obtain  a  law  of  Congress  for 
its  establishment,  if  the  United  States  Bank  were 
out  of  the  question  ?  I  apprehend  not.  Many 
serious,  if  not  idsurmountable  diflSculties  would 
be  found  to  exist.  When  an  Increased  demand 
for  money  should  have  rendered  it  scarce,  it  would 
Oly  comport  with  that  discretion  and  intelligence 
which  ought  ever  to  distinguish  the  proceedioas 
of  Congress,  to  increase  the  scarcity  of  this  article 
by  enlarging  tbe  immediate  demand  for  it.  While 
(£4,000,000  would  be  employed  in  closing  the 
concerns  of  one  bank,  $30,000,000  are  to  be  calted 
for  to  commence  the  operations  of  another.  This 
would  be  levying  a  requisition  upon  all  the  cir- 
culating medium  of  the  country  at  once.  It 
Would  create  a  demand  which  coifld  not  be  satis- 
fied. If  ihis  objection  could  be  removed,  there 
are  others  still  stronger  to  be  obviated.  It  would 
be  found  difficult  to  convince  the  States  concern- 
ed in  banks  that  their  interests  are  to  be  promoted 
by  a  great  rival  bank,  with  a  capital  and  ability 
equal  to  the  management  of  all  the  banking  busi- 
ness in  the  country.  Will  the  ^reat  commercial 
States  of  Massachusetts,  New  York,  and  Penn- 
sylvania, accede  to  this  measure?  They  will  not, 
unless  they  disregard  all  the  profits  they  might 
derive  by  uniting  to  give  credit  and  currency  to 
the  paper  of  their  own  banks ;  unless  they  neglect 
"^to  improve  the  advantage  they  would  in  such 
case  have  over  the  other  States.  If  some  States 
now  recommend  to  their  Representatives  to  op- 
pose a  renewal  of  this  charter,  would  they  be  less 
attentive  to  their  own  interests,  and  more  sparing 
of  their  advice.  When  a  National  Bank  should  be 
attempted?  No,  sir;  nor  would  their  recom- 
mendations be  less  regarded  than  upon  the  present 
occasion.  If  a  bank,  with  but  $10,000,000  capital, 
has  awakened  State  jealousies,  and  roused  to  ac- 
tion Slate  interests  against  it,  what  are  we  to  ex- 
pect when  a  new  bank  of  $30,000,000  should  be 
proposed  ?  That  such  an  institution  could  be  es- 
tablished without  opposition?  No;  it  could  not 
aacceed  against  the  oppo5ition  it  roust  and  would 
encounter.  Put  down  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  however  essential  an  institution  of 
the  kind  may  be  found,  either  to  furnish  a  ciroo- 
lattne  medium  which  shall  pass  current  through- 
ottt  the  Uniud  States,  oc  aid  in  the  administration 


of  the«finances,  the  Oorermnent  will  not  have  the 
power  to  establish  it.  A  law  for  tbe  porpose 
would  never  be  sanctioned  by  a  majority  of  betli 
Housea  of  Congress.  And  if  we  cannot  eoniioQe 
the  present  banx  upon  any  terms,  no  other  oii«lil 
ever  to  be  authorized  by  Congress.  For  to  wbtt 
a  state  of  things  might  a  new  Natioosl  Bask, 
with  twenty  or  thirty  millions  capital,  reduce  the 
country  at  the  exprraiion  of  twenty  years  from 
this  time  ?  Its  stock  might  get  into  the  hnds  ot 
foreigners,  or  be  owned  by  those  wbo  would  be 
found  In  the  opposition  tb  the  AdmioistratioD; 
end,  surely,  this  would  furnish  reasons  as  power- 
ful for  putting  down  the  National  Bank  as  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  And  the  country 
would  be  compelled  to  submit  to  another  geDenl 
shock,  and  perhaps  destruction,  of  paper  credit. 
If  we  have  not  stability  and  discretion  soflBcieit 
to  continue  and  support  such  an  institatioo,  ve 
most  certainly  should  not  Undertake  te  estaUisk 
it.  For  we  are  exposing  the  country  to  aheroate 
afBuenceand  penury — making  experiments  ra is- 
Qus  to  the  people  and  destructive  to  tbe  Gorers- 
menu 

^Some  gentlem^en  tell  us  that  this  eor|KintioB 
can  close  ita  concerns  without  occasiooia;  toy 
embarrassment  in  the  community.  l(  tbe  tritl  is 
to  be  made,  I  most  sincerely  wish  thev  nuy  not 
be  mistaken ;  but  to  me  it  appears  utterly  ioiprac- 
ticable.  The  genileinan  trom  Virgioia  (Mr. 
Burwbll)  seems  to  think  that  the  shock  will  be 
slight  and  scarcely  perceivable ;  that  this  an^ry 
cloud  will  be  disarmed  by  the  con dacliof  powers 
of  the  State  banks.  But  can  he  assure  us,  that 
such  will  be  the  result  from  any  actoal  expen- 
menis  which  have  ever  been  made  in  thisbraoefa 
of  philosophy  ?  I  believe-  not,  And  it  is  to  be 
appreheaded,  that  even  if  this  cloud  shoald  dis* 
appear,  clouds  of'disconient  and  factioo  will  sac- 
ceed)  and  may  soon  be  seen  hurrying  and  cbt* 
sing  each  other  over  the  politicarfirmanieBtof 
America,  until  the  tempest  comes  on  which  shtU 
close  forever  the  prospect  of  our  united  stieagth 
and  happiness. 

The  times  are  dangerous  for  national  eipen* 
ments.  When  we  look  around  us  we  fiod  (lie 
political  passions  of  man  risiaff  to  madness;  loo; 
established  Qovernments  breaking  op  their  stront 
foundations,  and  the  world  almost  deloged  with 
blood  and  warfare ;  we  alone  stand  upon  the  pl^ 
row  isthmus  of  peace  and  prosperity.  Aad  is  >t 
for  us  to  complain ;  to  be  discontented  with  tbe 
pre-eminent  happiness  we  enjoy ;  to  hazard  oor 
present  enviable  condition  upon  the  doobtfal  re 
suit  of  this  great  and  sudden  ehangi  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  our  national  finances?  No  fv. 
It  becomes  tis  to  beware  of  innovations;  to  weigh 
well  the  consequences  of  embracing  any  new  sys- 
tem, or  abandoning  an  old  one.  But,  sir,  I  will 
not  detain  the  Committee  longer.  I  have  already 
occupied  more  of  their  time  than  I  intended;  hot 
a  sense  of  duty  has  compelled  me  to  state  my 
opinion  at  length  upon  the  important  question  be- 
fore us.  And  if  the  charter  of  this  bank  is  d^ 
to  be  renewed  or  contiaued^opon  anyconditioas, 
I  am  ready  to  hope  that  my  apprehensioaa  ofth^ 
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efiecUy  that  the  refusal  «|rill  produce  in  this  com- 
muQUjr,  naajr  prove  groundless ;  that  the  dissolu- 
tioD  of  this  institutioo  may  not  be  the  orgao- 
iziog  of  ruin  to  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
iCOQotry. 

Mr.  Sm iLiE  spoke  a  few  minvtes  in  reply  to 
Mr.Fi^K.  .. 

Mr.  SETBiiBT.-Tit  may  be  said  that  this  sub- 
ject has  been  exhausted  by  the  discussions  of  the 
ablest  politicians  of  the  «ountry«  I  will  premise, 
the  remarks  whi^h  I  shall  offer  are  intended 
solely  to  justify  the  vote  which  it  is  my  iolention 
to  give  on  this  momentous  occasion. 

The  questioQ  pending  the  United  States'  Bank 
has  excited  a  peculiar  interest  throughout  this 
nation,  more  efpecialiy  in  our  seaports.  The 
dissolution  of  this  institution,  which,  from  its 
Jimitation,  will  expire  on  the  fourth  of  March 
next,  has  been  portrayed  in  colors  of  the  darkest 
shades,  and  the  distresses  which  manv  maintain 
will  be  consequent  to  that  event,  call  seriously 
for  a  fair  and  deliberate  investigation.  I  hope, 
^ir,  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  imposing  on  the  pa- 
tience of  the  'House,  when  it  is  recollected  that 
the  commuoity  which  1  represent  have  employed 
four-tenths  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  United 
Sutes'  Bank,  if  evil  consequences  are  to  aMend 
thedissoIutipQ  of  this  establish iDent,  or  if  benefi- 
cial results  proceed  from  its  continuance,  in  either 
case  I  mu^t  ieel  myself  essentially  interested ;  it 
is  therefore  my  wish  to  be  distinctly  understood 
upon  the  important  principles  which  have  con- 
nexion with  the  great  question  now  before  us. 

Ai  the  last' session  of  Congress  1  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Stock- 
holders of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes;  at  that 
time  1  entertained  no  positive  opinion  on  the 
subject;  the  discussions  which  look  place  in  the 
committee  to  whom  the  memorial  was  referred, 
necessarily,  as  a  dutjr  on  my  part,  excited  that 
attention  which  the  importance  of  the  question 
imperiously  demanded.  Under  circumstaoces  of 
•doubt,  I  voted  in  favor  of  reporting  a  resolution 
io  support  of  the  bank,  for  tne  purpose  of  giving 
to  the  establishment  every  chance  which  reason 
could  urge ;  at  the  same  time  reserving  to  my- 
self the  right  to  pronounce  a  final  decision,  ac- 
Gordiog  as  policv  and  expediency,  but  more  espe- 
cially as  priociple  should  dictate.  I  will  admit, 
sir,  that  this  is  pot  the  time  ur  place  to  institute 
the  general  inquiry,  whether  banks  are  or  are  not 
beneficial  to  a  nation?  Because,  whether  the 
charter  of  the  United  States'  Bank  be  renewed  or 
not,  the  several  States,,  who  have  the  unques- 
tioned authority  to  incorporate  baok  establish- 
ments, have  already  created  many,  which  it  is 
not  in  our  power  to  control.  I  do  not  hesitate  to' 
declare,  though  many  persons  in  the  United 
States  are  decidedly  opposed  ton  banking  system 
under  every  possible  circumstance,  1  aol  not  of 
thi>  class.  Experience  has  proved,  in  a  manner 
very  satisfactory  to  my  mind,  the  advantages 
which  are  derived  from  the  banks  when  they  are 
impartially  directed,  aod  when  the  accommodsi- 
tion  afforded  by  them'  is  prudently  employed; 
the  great  difficulty  seems  to  be  to  confine  the  sys- 


tem within  its  proper  limits.  I  onderstand  the 
proposition  as  applicable  to  the  agricultural,  man- 
ufacturing, and  commercial  interests  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

For  my  proofs  of  this  proposition,  I  will  not 
rely  upon  the  famous  Bank  of  St.  George,  at 
Qenoa,  whose  author! tv,  by  a  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Fibk,)  has  been  considered  of 
much  weight.  I  will  recall  to  the  mind  of  my 
friend  the  remark  of  an  intelligent  traveller,  who, 
when  he  visited  this  bank  of  antiquity,  exclaimed: 
Here  lies  concealed  the  enigma,  whether  the  bank 
possesses  millions  of  millions,  or  whether  it  is 
indebted  millions  of  millions!  He  concludes.  Upon 
this  important  secret  rests  the  safety  of  the  State. 
Unhappy  State,  say  I,  whose  safety  depends  upon 
a  secret,  concealed  within  the  vaulls  of  a  bank. 
Perhaps  to  a  development  of  this  secret  may  we 
attribute  the  present  servile  condition  of  the 
people  of  the  once  far-famed  and  powerful  Re- 
public of  Genoa.  ^ 

I  am  one  of  those  who  do  not  entertain  fears 
in  consequence  of  foreigners  becoming  the  stock- 
holders of  our  banks,  provided,  on  all  occasions, 
you  deny  them  the  privilege  of  voting  either  di- 
rectljr  or  by  proxy.  I  would  even  go  so  far  as  to 
prohibit  their  being  original  subscribers  to  anf 
stock  which  may  be  created  in  our  territory. 
The  Slates  do  not  object  to  a  foreigner  holding 
the  stock  of  their  banks.  Any  political  conse- 
quences which  can  arise  from  such  an  interest 
will  exist  without  the  General  Government  hav- 
ing power  over  them.  For  the  present  I  am  op- 
posed to  the  exclusion  of  foreign  capital  from  our 
countryj  because  it  is  not  established  that  we 
possess  a  surplus  of  our  own.  and  that  the  intro- 
duction of  more  from  abroad  depresses  that  which 
is  immediately  the  property  of  our  citizens;  the 
prices  which  are  at  present  paid  as  the  interest 
for  a  borrowed  capital  convince  me  that  it  would 
be  impolitic  at  this  time  to  adopt  the  principle  of 
exclusion. 

Though  I  have  admitted,  that,  under  certain 
specific  provisions  of  the  law,  foreigners  should 
be  permitted  to  hold  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  not  thence  to  be  inferred,  be- 
cause they  have  become  the  stockholders,  they 
are  to  be  coofirmed,  from  time  to  time,  in  the 
exercise  of  an  exclusive  privilege  in  our  country. 

Sir,  I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  a  prominent, 
and  what  to  me  appears  to  be  a  very  dangerous 
feature  in  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  I 
allude  to  the  eighth  section,  which  admits  of  an 
increase  of  the  present  capital  stock  of  the  bank. 
Adopt  this  provision,  you  will  thereby  create  an 
Herculean  power,  which  will  have  at  its  mercy 
all  the  minor  institutions  of  the  States;  thus 
constituted,  it  can  oppress  and  destroy  them,  as 
•whim  or  interest  may  dictate.  The  steps  which 
have  been  taken  preparatory  to  a  dissolution  of 
the  present  bank,  it  is  said,  occasion  much  embar- 
rassment, and  threaten  with  ruin  many  of  oar 
citizens;  if  the  present  capital  of  ten  millions 
can  thus  affect  society,  who  will  pretend  to  ac- 
cumulate present  evils,  or  risk  entailing  misery  on 
posterity,  solely  for  the  purpose  of  a  temporary 
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g^in  to  the  GoveromeDt?  In  thb queitioD  Penn- 
sylraoia  is  deeply  coQcerned;  she  has  sevtsral 
miliioBs  of  dollars  inrested  in  her  banlEs}  this  to 
lier  is  a  valuable  sonrce.of  revenue^  upon  this 
iatiY  she  predicate  ofiuch  of  her  future  prosperity ; 
hence  will  she  derive  the  funds  requisite  for  fu- 
ture internal  imf)rovements ;  but  if  you  fill  up 
the  blanks  in  this  section  with  a  considerable 
'sum,  ail  these  brospects  will  be  blasted  forever ; 
you  will  thereoy  destroy  the  tree  frooi  whose 
ramifications  were  to  emanate  the  blessinsrs  of 
peace  and  the  sinews  of  war.  Those  of  her  Rep- 
resentatives who  may  deem  it  politic  and  Con- 
stitutional to  vote  for  a  continuance  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  United  States'  Bank,  ought  surely  to 
oppose  any  increase  of  the  present  capital ;  we 
have  been  told  that  that  which  now  exists  has 
been  fonnd  sufficient  fbr  all  purposes,  at  a  "time 
when  our  commerce  was  much  mor«  extensive 
than  we  have  reason  to  suppose  wilt  soon  again 
be  the  case. 

If,  as  some  say,  the' bank  by  its  capital,  Is  to  fa- 
cilitate the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government, 
I  am  decided  this  should  never  be  greater  than 
what  will  be  barely  sufficient  for  this  purpose. 
If  yoQ  go  further,  you  place  in  the  hands  or  the 
Government  an  engine  which  may  destroy  the 
freedom  of  this  nation.  We  are  further  told,  that 
in  case  df  war,  the  Government  may  derive  ad- 
yantage,  in  the  form>of  loan^,  from  the  bank ;  ad- 
mitting this  to  be  the  fact,  it  is  rery  evident,  under 
the  uncertainties  of  a  war,  the  demands  of  our 
merchants  upon  the  banks  will  diminish,  so  that 
the  bank  capital  already  created  throQghout  the 
Union  may  be  very  readily  had  for  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  State.  If  a  greater  sum  shall  be  found 
to  be  necessary,  the  patriotic  zeal  of  your  cittxens 
will  prove  itself  tfll«sufficient  to  supply  your 
wants  in  a  cause  which  will  be  deemed  just  and 
honorable  by  the  nation. 

I  am  also  opposed  to  the  United  States  having 
the  right  in  any  manner  to  appoint  any  of  the 
directors  of  the  bank,  not  so  much  on  account  of 
any  influence  which  the  Government  might  de- 
rive from  siich  appointment,  as  to  prevent  ruin- 
ous consequences  to  all  who  may  be  concerned. 
Who  will  such  directors  generally  be  7  Certainly 
persons  who  need  the  aid  of  the  banks,  for  none 
others  Would  make  application  for  the  appoint- 
ments; when  they  are  appointed,  they  will  be 
subservient  to  the  views  of  such  of  the  directors 
as  are  chosen  by  the  stockholders  in  their  places; 
'they  will  lose  sight  of  the  public  welfare  ;  thev 
will  be  interested  by  the  accommodations  which 
they  may  find  necessary  for  their  purposes ;  to 
obtain  these,  they  wilt  yield  to  their  associates ; 
instead  of  being  the  guardians  of  the  public 
treasure  in  case  of  danger,  they  will  remain  si- 
'  lent  until  a  spontaneous  explosion  of  the  bubble 
solves  for  the  world  the  important  secret  of  the 
insolvency  of  the  institution.  Sir,  notwithstand- 
iiijg^  many  argutnents  may  be  adduced  in  support 
of^a  banking  system,  no  degree  of  importance 
whatever,  whether  derived  from  the  facilities  of- 
'fered  to  the  Government  by  bank  establishments, 
or  from  the  considerable  sums  wbleh  may  be ' 


thereby  had  for  the  Treasifry,  in  eoDfeqaeoeeof 
sales  which  may  be  made  of  the  stock  beloagio^to 
the  natioti,  or  of  the  bonus  to  be  given,  shall  in- 
duce me  to  vote  in  favor  of  a  measore  whiek 
is  not  grpunded  upon  strict  Constitutiooal  pritt- 
cipies. 

The  history  of  the  banks  in  onr  country  in- 
forms us,  that  the  one  usually  termed  the  Baok 
of  North  America  was  (he  first  establishnent  of 
the  kind  which  received  the  sanction  of  theGor- 
ernment*  This  Institutioa  was  ineomrsted  by 
an  act  of  Congress,  in  the  mooth  of  May,  1781, 
under  the  authority  of  the  ^'Articles  (yt  Confeder- 
ation." The  present  Bank  of  the  United  Siites 
war  incorporated  by  an  act  of  Congress,  on  the 
25th  of  February,  1791,  during  the  operation  of 
the  present  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Without  an  attempt  to  examine  every  hypo- 
thesis, which  has  been  br  whieh  might  be  pro- 
posed, respecting  the  coDStfttitiooalityoftbe  prin- 
ciple, I  wiH  content  myself  with  the  statement 
of  the  ease,  stlch  as  it  appears  to  my  mind.  The 
first  public  act  which  I  performed,  as  a  member 
of  the  Congress  of  the  Untied  States^  was,  t<^ 
swear  solemnly  that  I  would  ^support  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  "Smtes*  It  therefore  is  my 
doty  to  examine  and  con^der  its  precepts,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  my  abtltly. 

The  '^Articles  of  Confedenrtion"  and  the  pres- 
ent Constitution  of  the  United  States  do  not  dif- 
fer as  regards  any  power  delegated  by  the  States 
to  CongresS;  touching  charters  of  incorporttioo. 
I  can  n^ver  persuade  myself  that  the  Constitotion 
was  intended  other  than  to  hare  a  defioite mean- 
ing; or  that  it  was  ever  ebntemplated  tospetk 
an  equlTocal  language;  ambiguity  arises  solely 
from  the  misconceptions  of  its  interpreters;  it  is 
very  plain  and  of  easy  comprehension,  especially 
as  it  relates  to  the  present  question,  since  it  is  to- 
tally silent  on  the  right  to  create  corporations— it» 
wisdom  is  further  illustrated  by  the  special  pro- 
vision for  the  onJy  exclusive  orivilege  which  is^ 
consistent  with  a  free  and  equal  govemnieot,and 
that  is  in  favor  of  genius.     ' 

The  powers  delegated  by  the  States  are  spe- 
cial and  defined,  and,  it  is  expressly  declared  by 
the  Constitution,  that  '^the  powers  not  delegated 
to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor 
prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the 
States  respectively,  or  to  the  people."  This  lan- 
guage needs  no  interpretation.  I  cannot  for  a 
moment  permit  myself  to  suppose,  that  the  patri- 
ots who  were  tested  during  the  long  continued 
uncertainty  of  the  most  important  events  of  oor 
Revolutionary  period,  and  to  whom  was  ulti- 
mately assigned  the  right  and  power  to  coostract 
the  instrument  which  is  to  guide  us  in  the  politi- 
cal labyrinth — that  they  intended  this  their  greaj 
work  should  alone  be  explicable  by  that  refined 
reasoning  to  which  common  sense  is  a  strangeiv 
I  never  can  admit.  Surely  thatwhich  they  framed 
for^the  good  nnd  security  of  every  individual  in 
the  nation,  must  be  expressed  in  a  manner  to  be- 
understood  by  ordinary  men^  and  those  whom  it 
was  intendea  to  direct.  Sir,  if  simplieiiy  ^>* 
not  qriginally  contemplated  by  the  framers  of  tw 
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GoDstitmioQ,  why  the  imposition  on  the  people 
in  poblishiog  it  to  the  world  ?  WM  it  not  a  pro^ 
digal  waste  of  kbcfr  ami  matetials,  to  furnish 
every  citizen  of  oar  coantry  wiih  a  copy  of  thai 
which  can  only  be  understood  hy  professional 
meD,  or  such  as  are  eminently  skilled  in  scho* 
lastic  research  ?  It  had  better  remain  a  aecret, 
concealed  amongst  the  masty  rolls  in  the^archives 
of  State,  than  be  a  {>azzle  for  mankind.  As  long 
as  this  instrnment  is  pre8er;red  pure  and  untar- 
nished, It  will  receive  a  becoming  respect  from 
yoar  fellow-citizens— it  will  be  regarded  as  ^'  the 
stnpendoos  fabric  of  human  inTention.'^  Re- 
member^ the  present  argument,  in  several  import- 
ant points  of  view,  affects  posterity  in  common 
with  onrselres.  Yon  had  better  cammit  the  un« 
intelligible  jargon  to  the  flames,  than  by  the 
agency  of  construction  neutralize  wisdom  by  folly. 
Sir,  if  we  have  a  Constitution,  which  the  people 
cannot  understaad,  I  then  say,  cut  the  original 
in  10  slips,  and  provide  the  means  for  a  better ;  or 
if  that  is  not  to  be  done,  and  we  are  to  be  ruled 
by  the  irqn  bapd  of  power,  in  that  case,  as  one  of 
the  American  people,  I  wil^  pray  you  to  be  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  grant  a  plain  biU  of  rights  for 
oar  belter  government. 

If  we  loot  back,  ami  attentively  view  the  occur- 
rences which  took  place,  when  the  Jaw  incorpo- 
nting  tfa^  present  Bank  tif  the  United  fiUates  was 
enacted,  we  shall  find  our  reasoning  supported 
and  confirmed  by  many  important  circumstances; 
we  shall  then  perceive,  that  the  act  of  incorpora- 
tion was  opposed  on  Constitutional  ground,  by 
men  who  were  and  continue  to  be  esteemed  for 
their taleats,  political  skill,  judicial  knowledge,  pro- 
bity and  patriotism,  and  it  has  been  admitted^  that 
the  argomentfi  formerly  urged  are  unanswerable. 
That  the  power  to  create  corporations  was  never 
intended  to  be  ceded  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  is  proved  beyond  all  manner  of  contradic- 
tion ;  for  we  are  told  by  the  highest  authority, 
by  one  who  was  a  member  of  the  General  Conven- 
tion, that  it  had  been  proposed  to  cede  to  Con- 
gress the  power  to  create  corporations,  and  that 
the  proposititm  was  rejected,  after  a  deliberate 
discussion.  Id  my  opiaion  this  decision  is  in 
proof  of  the  ftagacity  and  wisdom  of  those  who 
made  it;  it  was  highly  jtistifiable  to  retain  this 
power  to  be  exercised  by  the  States;  because, 
corporations  are  generally  founded  on  circum- 
sunces,  which  are  entirely  local-^as  such,  they 
can  be  better  understood  by  the  Lej^istatures  of 
the  respective  States,  than  by  that  of  the  Oeneral 
Government. 

The  experience  of  every  session  proves  that 
the  decisions  of  Congress  vary  with  the  men  'who 
at  different  times  compose  that  body ;  therefore, 
the  act  of  February,  1791,  can  have  po  force  in 
settling  the  principle  contended  for. 

I  have  heard  it  urged,  that  the  States  have  re- 
cognised the  constitutionality  oCthe  United  States' 
Bank,  by  their  laws.  I  know  of  no  law  in  any 
of  the  States,  which  declares  this  charter  Conni- 
tational.  Were  it  even  proved,  that  several  of  the 
Stales  had  pablished  this  declaration,  with  me  it 
woald  signify^  nothing,  unless  the  function  of  two- 


thirds  of  the  States  was  thus  had.    On  a  former 
occasion,  several  of  the  States  were  induced,  from 
peculiar  circumstances,  to  relinquish  for  a  tinoe 
their  right  in  favor  of  a  particular  case — I  allude 
to  the  first  establishihent  of  the  Bank  of  North 
America.'   If  this  had  been  intended  to  decide* 
this  very  important  question,  without  any  resec-> 
vation  of  their  power  in  other  cases,  they  would^ 
have  expressed  it  in  the  m6st  positive  and  unequi- 
vocal mantier. 

Sir,  it  may  be  -asked,  how  did  the  Congressv- 
whilst  acting  under  the  ^^  Articles  of  Coo  federa- 
tion," incorporate  the  Bank  of  North  Ameriea^^ 
though  their  powers  were  no  more  extensive  th8t>> 
those  of  the  present  Congress?  We  shall  not 
lose  by  this  investigration — they  declared  that  *Mhe 
exigencies  of  the  United  States  rendered  it  india- 
-pensably  necessary  that  such  an  act  be  immedi- 
ately passed,"  and,  at  that  period,  the  Board  of 
War  confessed  thej  had  not  money  sufficient  to 
pay  the  expense  oi  forwarding  an  express  to  the 
Oommander-in«Chief  of  the  Army  !  Notwith- 
standing such  urgent  necessities  on  the  part  of 
the  General  Government,  they  were  too  conscioos 
of  the  rights  of  the  States  to  attempt  an  usurpa* 
tion  of  authority,  or  to  pretend  to  Ibrce  this  act 
without  iQeir  sanction ;  accordingly,  we  find  the 
resolution  by  which  this  bank  was  established 
followed  by  another,  which  recommended  to  the 
Legialatnre  of  each  of  the  States  the  necessity 
to  pass  such  laws  as  they  judged  requisite  for 
giving  the  ordinance,  by  which  the  subscribers 
to  the  Bank  of  North  America  were  incorporated, 
its  full  operation ;  every  provision  in  the  charter 
of  this  bank,  to  have  full  effect,  was  recommended 
to  the  Legislatirres  of  the  several  States  for  their 
approbation.  (See  Journals  of  Confess  for  1781, 
tot,  1th,  p.  257  and  256.) 

It  is  a  well  known  and  an  important  fact,  that 
the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  North  America 
did  not  rest  satisfied  of  the  authority  of  Congress 
to  incorporate  them ;  subsequently  to  the  orlgi* 
nal  act  of  incorporation,  they  accepted  from  the 
Le^israture  of  Pennsylvania  a  charter  by  which- 
their  privileges  were  very  much  abridgeo. 

Some  thai n tain,  the  States  having  made  it  penal 
to  pass  counterfdts  of  the  notes  of  the  United 
States'  Bank,  is  in  proof  of  their  recop:oising  the 
constitutionality  of  the  institution.  No  one  will 
pretend,  that  these  laws  were  intended  other  than, 
to  guard  the  people  against  fraud.  These  statutes 
Were  enacteu  without  any  connexion  with  or  re- 
ference to  the  principle,  upon  which  the  original 
act  was  founded.  It  is  but  too  well  known,  not- 
withstanding these  salutary  provisions,  that  conn-  ' 
terfeit  bank  notes  of  every  denomination  are  in 
daily  circulation.  I  will  ask.  what  would  be  the 
case  if  such  laws  had  not  been  passed  by  the 
States  ?  Sir,  if  it  requires  all  our  care  to  prevent 
an  inundation  from  such  bank  paper,  as  is  ac- 
knowledged to  be  genuine,  for  Heaven's  sake  do 
not  risk  the  security  of  the  people,  by  an  indirect 
sanction  of  such  as  is  known  to  be  spurious ! 

i  have  often  heard  the  constitutionality  of  a 
Nattonal  Bank  defended,  upon  the  ground  of  its 
being  absolutely  necessary  Xo  the  fiscal  operations 
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of  the  General  Govern  meat.  A  friend  from  New 
York.  (Mr.  Fisk,)  said  he  ^'  would  demonstrate 
that  this  institution  was  indispensably necesaaty  to 
the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Government''  I  confess 
if  he  could  do  this,  he  would  go  far  to  remove  an 
important  difficulty.  If  there  be  higher  authority, 
vbereoo  to  rely  for  his  proofs,  than  the  officer  who 
M  at  the  head  of  your  Treasury  Deparcment,  he 
might  have  succeeded,  i  pledge  myself  upon  the 
.iBtatemenls  ol  this  officer  to  demonstrate,  that  this 
».bank  is  not  even  necessary  fur  the  fiscal  operations 
of  the  Government.  Upon  this  plea,  it  is  at  tempted 
to  be  justified  b^  the  seventeenth  article  of  the 
eighth  section  ol  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
.Stales,  which  gives  to  Congress  the  power  ^*  to 
^ake  all  laws  which  sliall  be  necessary  and  pro- 
ber for  carryings  into  execution"  the  several  spe- 
cific powers  delegated  to  Congress-  by  the  States^ 
I  never  did  doubt  for  a  moment  the  convenience 
of  a  bank  to  the  moneyed  transactions  of  the 
Government.  I  was  often  induced  to  believe, 
that  a  bank,  sanctioned  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment,  loas  .necessary  for  these  purposes.  I  am 
now  confirmed  in  a  very  difierent  sentiment  by 
the  Treasury  report,  made  the  third  day  of 
January,  1811.  In  the  eleventh  page  of  that  re-; 
port  we  are  told,  it  is  one  of  the  duties  which 
are  assigned  to  a  clerk  in  the  Treasurer's  office,  to 
keep  a  ^  bank  cash  book,  wherein  an  account  is 
'  opened  with  .every  bank  in  which  the  United 
'  States  have  money  deposited.  In  1798,  the num- 
^  ber  of  these  were  five;  they  are  now  augmented 
'  to  twenty,"  The  establishment,  constituting 
the  United  States'  Bank  and  its  branches,  cbosists 
in  all  of  nine  banks ;  (Consequently,  by  the  state- 
ment just  made,  it  is  proved  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment has  been  doing  business  with  eleven  banks, 
other  than  those  sanctioned  by  Conjg:ress.  The 
same  report  states,  that  this  business  is  transacted 
in  all  the  banks  upon  precisely  the  same  plan. 
We  have  never  been  told  of  any  losses  having 
been  sustained  in  any  of  theip.  Why  then  pre- 
tend, that  it  is  impossible  to  transact  this  business 
through  the  ageQcy  of  the  Slate  banks,  when  we 
have  the  best  authority  lor  asserting,  that  this 
has  beea  done  already  in  a  majority  of  cases  with 
the  greatest  success,  iacility^and  certainty  ?  That 
DO  advantages,  which  are  peculiar,  can  be  derived 
to  the  nation  from  the  United  States'  Bank,  as  re- 
spects the  collection  of  the  revenue,  the  safe- 
keeping of  its  specie,  or  the  transmission  of  its 
moneys  from  place  to  place,  will  be  made  evident 
by  the  same  excellent  authority.  It  is  there  sta- 
ted, that  considerable  sum^,  to  the  credit  of  the 
Government,  are  deposited  in  the  State  banks, 
even  in  cities  wjiere  the  mother  bank  and  its 
branches  are  situated.  On  the  seven  th  of  Jan  uary, 
1811,  very  considerable  sums  belonging  to  the 
Government  remained  in  the  Manhattan  Bank  of 
New  Vork;  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  Bank  of  Columbia  in  George- 
town, District  of  Columbia.  As  to  the  transmission 
of  money,  we  are  told,  in  the  same  report)  that 
the  deposites  in  the  Manhattan  Bank  arise  from 
eollections  of  the  revenue  in  the  States  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Connecticut  j  and  that  those  in  the^ 


Bank  of  PeoasylTaala  ooctnr  from  the  payntiiti 
which  are  made  for  public  iaods  into  the  banks 
of  Ohio  and  Kentucky ;  from  these  it  is  traDsmit- 
ted  to  the  branch  bank  of  Pennsylvania  at  Pitti- 
burg,  and  thenee  it  passes  to  the  Bank  of  Pesa- 
sylvaoifi  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  where  itr^ 
n^ains  subject  to  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer. 
From  this  we  perceive  that  collections  and  trai»> 
missions  of  money  for  the  benefit  of  the  Gorero- 
ment  are  made  without  the  aid  of ^ the  Uoiisd 
States'  Bank  or  its  branches,  and  that  throsgha 
considerable  extent  of  coaat,ry,  from  one  eztrebi- 
ty  of  the  Slates  to  theothen  After  this  wtlUny 
one  pretend  to  urge  the  absolute  iieocssity  of  the 
United  States' Bank? 

It  is  said,  all  agree  that  banks  are  necessary  for 
the  collection  ^  taxes,  but  that  of  the  Uoited 
States  is  not  absolutely  necessary  for  this  purpose, 
since  these  operations  can  be  and  have  been  per* 
formed  for  the  General  Goveroment  by  the  StaU 
banks.  Sir,  1  deny  the  position,  and. will  maia- 
tain  that  for  this  purpose  no  bank  whatefer  is  re* 
quired.  I  will  ask  geatlemen  who  maioiaio  thii 
doctrine,  to  name  to  me  the  bainks  which  m 
employed  to  collect  the  taxes  which  are  lericd 
by  the  States?  I  know  of  notte.  and  I  beliefc it 
impossible  to  point  out  a  single' instance  where 
the  States  make  use  of  their  agency. 

Sir,  I  will  for  a  moment  permit  myself  to  sup- 
pose, notwithstanding  ttie  well  founded  objectioDs 
to  the  establishment  of  a  bank  onderthe  authority 
of  the  General  Government^  Congress  shall  oe- 
venheless  deem  it  expedient  to  renew  the  charter 
of  the  present  United  States' Bank,  or  esubl»h, 
what  some  may  fancifully  reconcile  tothemsdvei 
by  the  title  of  a  National  Bank ;  it  then  hecomei 
a  question,  how  the  States  will  receive  the  act? 
whether  they  cannot  render  its  provisions  abor- 
tive? That  many  of  the  Sutes  are  hostile  toa 
bank,  authorized  by  the  General  Goveromest^is 
evident  from  numerous  facts  i  for  proofs  we  oaf 
refer  to  the  acts  of  the  Georgia  Legislatare,  bf 
which  the  hank  capital  at  the  branch  at  Saraa- 
nah  wes  made  liable  to  taxation.  North  Caroli- 
na has  taxed  the  capital  of  her  banks— the  l^ 
gislatureof  New  Jersey  passed  buta  single  act  at 
the  last  session,  that  was  to  levy  a  tax  oo  baok 
capital.  No  one  can  pretend  that  the  disposiiioa 
of  Virginia  or  Maryland  is  very  favorable  toi 
pretended  National  Bank.  1  can  state  upoD  ibe 
best  authority,  that  it  was  a  subject  of  con- 
sideration with  the  Legislature  of  PenusylvaDJi, 
during  the  last  winter,  to  tax  the  capital  of  tbe 
mother  bank  in  Philadelphia ;  they,  did  not  ^ 
ceed,  because,  they  relied  on  the  refusal  of  Coa- 

§ress  10  renew  the  present  charter  of  the  Uoiieo 
tales'  Bank.  The  taxation  of  the  capiul  stock 
of  this  bank  is  to  be  looked  for  on  the  part  of  ibe 
States  in  which  the  mother  bank  and  its  braocbes 
may  be  established ;  because,  the  Stafes  geoerallf 
requires  a  bontts^  or  in  other  words  they  raise t 
ta^  froni  the  ban fs  which  they  them^lves  hare 
sanctioned  i  in  many  instances  the  apioaot  btf 
been  very  considerable.  We  cannot  suppose  w 
Sutes  will  hesitate  to  tax  the  United  Sutes' fiaati 
because^  if  they  do,  they  wiUact  uojosliy  towans 
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saeh  of  tb«ir  immediate  eitizefts  avhave  iDves^ed 
their  e«{Mtals  in  the  stbek  of  State  banks.  A  par- 
tial taxatioQ  is  contrary  to  the  apirit  and  letter 
of  our  eonstitntions.  Tlie  States  baring  the  rif  ht 
to  tax  the  institutions  which  you  majr  sanetipn 
within  their  jurisdictioA,  ■  they  have  it  in  their 
power  to  render  inoperatiTa  the  statntas  whieb 
yoQ  may  ena^t  on  this  sobject-^tbey  may  tax  to  an 
amooBt  which  shall  eqaal  the  ditidends  arising 
^pojx  the  eapital.  Wb^  can  pretend  that  banks 
witldo  bnsine^  without  the  prospeex  of  an  hand*- 
some  profit  ?  Thus  disposed,  the  States  may  place . 
the  Uoited  States-i'n  a  very  unpleasant  situation. 
Let  iis  aroid  every  possible  source  of  discord* 
The  Gteoeral  Grovemment  may  be  reduced- to  the 
dilemms,  either  to  relinqubh  a  pretended  fight,  or 
to  pajr  tribute  to  .the  States^  to  permit  them  to  ex- 
ercise an  authority  which  is  ooquestionabli  an  at- 
tribute of  sovereign  power.  This  would  constitute 
an  epoch  in  the  political  annals  of  our  country; 
I  hope  such  absurdities  will  not  be  committed. 
We  may  avoid  them,  by  a  strict  oompHanee  with 
the  principles  of  the  Constitution  ot  the  United 
Ststes. 

The  Committee  rose,  about  four  o'clock,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again.  - 


Friday,  January  18.  ^ 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Fisk,  that  the  House 
do  now  adjoqm ;  ai\d  the  question  being  taken 
thereoB,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas 
6,  nays  59. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAcon,  the  House  proceeded 
to  eoosider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  on^ 
the  31stahimo ;  and  the 'same  having  been  again 
resd,  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  D^waoM  presented  to  the  House  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  the  Chairman  ol  the 
Committee  on  that  part  of  the  Presidepl's  Message 
which  relates  to  land  forces  and  fortiacations,  and 
of  moaevs  required  on  account  of  fortifications 
dariDg  the  presei|t  yearr— Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  > 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Seoate  **to  authorize  the  surveying  and  making 
of  certain  roads  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  as  contem- 
plated in  the  Treaty  of  Bfownstown,^  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,"  made  a  report;  which  was 
read,  and,  together  with  (he  bill,  committed  to  a 
Committee  Of  the  Whote  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  PiTKiit  presented  a  petition  of  the  roer- 
ehaotsof  New  Ilaven,in  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
to  the  same  effect  with  the  petition  of  merchants 
of  New  York,,  presented  the  X3ih  ultimo;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  tbie  Whole  on 
the  bill  soppleraentat  to  the  act  concern  log  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  Uoited  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  for. other  pur- 
poses* ' 

Mr.  Sbeffet,  one  of  the  members  from  Vic- 
ginia,  stated  that  it  was  his  intention  to  make  a 
motion  to  the  following  effect;  *^  That  the  injunc- 
tioQ  of  secrecy  imposed  on  the  secret  proceedings 
of  this  Uoose  djinngxhe  present  sesiioa  be  now 


€ak4&B  off;"  and  having  first  asked  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  thereon,  Mr.  Spbakbb  decided  that 
it  was  not  in  order  to  make  the  said  motion  with 
open  doors. 

From  which  deeision  of  the  Chair,  an  appeal  . 
was  made  to  the  House;  and,  on  the  question, 
''Is  the  decision  of  the  Chair  correct?"  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  76,  oavs  38.. 

Mr.  BBEPPaY.  then  suggested  that  be  had  some 
communications  to  make  which  required  secrecy. 
On  whtcb,  the  galleries  were  cleared  and  the  doors 
dosed  ;  and  having  remained  so  for  somei  time, 
were  again  opened. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  Fisk;  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expenditure  of  moneys  appropriated  for  the 
Navy  Department  since  the  Ist  of  January,  1804;  and 
also  into  the  situation  and  management  of  the  navy 
yards  belonging  to  the  United  States ;  and  that  they 
report  thereon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Swoope  moved  to  amend  the  said  resolu- 
tion by  striking  out  the  words  appropriated  for 
the  Navy  Department  since  the  let  January,  1:804. 
and  alio  mlp  the  situation  and  management  of 
the^  and  the  wor^^ belonging'  to  the  United  States;' 
apd  to  insert  the  words  at  the  before  the  words 
navy  yards,  and  the  words  in  Washington,  f ram- 
the  fstablishment  thereof  after  the  said  words. 

Mr.  Haven  moved  to  amend  the  said  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  the  words  in  Washington, 
and  inserting  the  words tn  the  United  Stales;  and 
the  question  being  taken,  it  was  determined  in 
the  nej^ative. 

A  division  of  the  question  on  Mr.  Swoopfi'a 
amendment  wa&  then  called  for  by  Mr.Fiai;  and, 
on  the  question  to  strike  out,  it  %vas  determined 
in  the  negative. 

The  resolution  was  then  concorrpd  in  as  ort- 
ginallv  proposed ;  and  Mr.  Fibk,  Mr.  BAsaBrr, 
Mr.  MiLNOR,  Mr.  Haven,  and  Mr.  Kenan,  were 
appointed  the  said  commicttee. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

» 

Mr.  Van  Horn  offered  the  following  sesolu- 
tion: 

Beeolved,  That  the  Goumittee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a  govermneni  for  the  said  Distriott  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.TALLMAOUBobjected  to  giving  leave  to  rch 
port  by  bill.  He  had  no  objection  to  the  inquiry, 
but  he  was  not  willing,  on  a  subject  with  the 
merits  of  which  he  was  so  little  acquainted,  to 
give  leave  to  report  by  hill.  He  iherelore  moved 
to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Van  Horn  said  it  had  been  shown  by  ex- 
perience that  Congress  either  could  not  or  would 
not  attend  to  the  District,  the  ooncer'ns  of  the  na- 
tion requiring  more  time  than  they  could  devote  ' 
to  them.  A  bill  bad  been  once  reported  by  a 
committee  of  the  House  on  the  subject  some  years 
ago,  and  the  same  course  might  be  pursued  now. 
A  report  by  bill  would  givea  more  comprehen- 
sive view  .of  the  subieei. 
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Mr.  Lewis  said  thtt,  #tth  the  gvotl^maii  from 
Connecticut,  he  ahoald  prefer  n  detailed  report. 
He  had  heard  of  no  application  to  the  Hoasefrom 
any  part  of  the  District  for  a  LegSslatare,  nor  did 
he  see  tlie  necessity  of  it ;  bat  he  had « no  ob|ec*- 
tion  to  vote  for  an  inquiry,  thoujfh  he  had  ebiee- 
tion  to  authorizing  a  comooittee  to  report  by  bill. 

Mr,  Tallmadoc^s  motion  was  earried--43  to  30. 

Mr.  Van  Horn,  considering  the  agreement  of 
the  Hou^  (o  the  alteration  just  made  in  his  mo- 
tion, as  a  virtual  reiection  of  his  proposition, 
asired  and  obtained  leave  to  withdraw  his  mo- 


tion. 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


'  The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  renew  the  char- 
ter of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Bob  well's  motion  for  striking  out  the  first 
section  being  still  under  consideration. 
•  Mr.  P.  B.  PoBTBR. — Mr.  Chairman:  As  this 
bank  has  excited  so  extraordinary  an  interest  in 
every  part  of  the  United  States, and  particularly 
in  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent ; 
as  I  am  apprehensive,  from  what  took  place  yes- 
terday, that  I  shall  be  foOod,  on  this  question,  in 
opposition  to  a  roajcrity  of  my  coUea^ ues^;  and, 
(what  will  always  be  an  imperative  motive  with 
me)  as  1  think  this  bill  aims  a  deadly  blow  at 
some  of  the  best  principles  of  the  Constitution,  1 
leel  it  my  duty  to  etate  to  the  House  the  grounds 
on  which  I  shall  b^  constrained  to  vote  fur  strik- 
ing out  the  section  now  under  consideration. 

I  acknowledge  that  I  had  not,  until  lately,  paid 
any  particular  attention  to  the  question  of  the  con- 
stitutionality of  this  institution.  I  stand,  therefore, 
in  this  respect,  on  safer  ground  than  the  respec- 
table member  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Magon.) 
lor  I  have  no  reason  to  suspect  myself  of  any 
long^rooted  prejudices  on  toe  question.  The 
Bank  of  the  United  States  was  established  at  a 
lime  when  I  was  not  in  the  babt(  of  trottbliog 
myself  with  (^ch  questions.  I  had  been  .accus- 
tomed to  think  of  it  as  an  institution,  the  consti- 
tutionality of  which  Was  conceded  by  common 
eoRsent.  But,  sir,  when  the  question  was  again 
stirred,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  give  it  a  thorough  tn- 
^stigation  before  I  should  sanction  it  by  my 
rote.  I  have  given  it.  if  not  a  thorough,  at  least 
a  candid  and  impartial  examination ;  and  the  re- 
ault  has  been,  a  full  conviction  that  we  have  no 
tight  to  incorpomte  a  bank  upon  the  principles  of 
the  bill  on  the  table,  or  rather,  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  the  original  charter,  which  this  bill  pro- 
poses to  renew.  The  ground  of  my  objection  is, 
that*  it  assumes  the  exercise  of  Legislative  pow- 
ers which  belong  exclusively  to  the  State  Gov- 
ernments. 

I  shall  not  touch  the  question  of  the  expediency 
of  this  bank^  much  leev  the  expediency  of  bank- 
ing generally.  If  I  wer^  competent,  which  I  con- 
fess I  am  not,  to  the  task,  i  should  think  it  a  very 
unprofitable  one,  to  follow  the  gentleman  through 
all  the  maaes  of  the  banking  system-*-a.  system, 
sir,  about  the  various  and  important  ojMrations 
and  effects  of  which  on  vivll  society,  aside  from 


a-  few  obvious  truJhs  which  it  furnishes,  i  bate 
found  that  those  gentlemen  who  have  profesced 
to  understand  them  best,  have  differed  msit.  As 
I- propose  to  confine  myself  to  the  ConstitutioDil 
question  solely,  I  hope  I  shall  be  allowed  to  take 
a  little  broader  range  on  this  pointj  than  has  beea 
taken  by  the  gentlemen  who  bate  preceded  me. 

I  am  aware  how  ungraeiooa  Coostitotiooal  ob- 
jections to  the  powers  of  this  House  arewttk 
those,  and  there  are  many  such,  who  heliere  that 
the  powers  of  the  Federal  Gbvemmeat  are,  at 
best,  too  contracted ;  and  who  would  be  elad  to 
see  all  the  Slate  rights  merged  and  soak  into  a 
consolidated  government.  Whatever  may  be  ny 
speculative  opinions  on  this  subject,  leaa  serer 
be  ifffluenced|  by  motives  of  ezpedienejr,  to  swrrre 
from  my  allegiance  to  the  Constitution.  Tbis 
sentiment  is  mdelibly  fixed  on  my  miad,  and  i 
trust  it  is  a  common  one  to  the  members  of  ibis 
Committee.  That,  in  Adhering  strictly  to  the  ob- 
ligation we  have  taken,  to  support  the  CovtitQ- 
tion  of  the  United  Stttes,  we  not  only  perform  i 
sacred  duty  to  ooiselves,  bat  we  render  a  betta 
service  to  tne  real  and  permanent  interests  of  oor 
country  than  we  could  possibly  render 'by  a  de- 
parture from  that  obligation ;  even  thoogh  ibat 
departure  were  to  avert  so  serious  a  calamity  asa 
general  bankruptcy— a  calamity  which,  io  order 
to  alarm  the  ttmid*,  has  been  held  out  as  the  ia- 
evitable  consequence  of  a  refbsal  to  reneir  tbis 
charter. 

I  should  be  surprised  at  the  general  aeqoies* 
cence  which  seems  to  have  been  yielM  to  the 
constitutionality  of  this  instimtion,  did  1  sot  be- 
lieve that  others  had  been  as  superficial  in  their 
examination  of  the  subject  as  I  had  myself. 
When  objections  are  made  to  theconstitutiooalitf 
of  a  law,  the  people,  in  the  cursory  viewiwbith 
they  are  accustomed  to  take  of  such  objects,  ate 
apt  to  adopt,  as  the  tests  of -its  constituiiooatiiy, 
the  powers  of  the  State  and  Federal  Goverameoa 
collectively ;  and  if  they  find  nothing  in  the  lav 
offensive  to  the  principles  of  civil  liberty,  oothiat 
uncongenial  with  the  spirit  of  a  RepuUicao  Qo^ 
ernment,  they  rest  satisfied,  and  do  not  trouble 
themselves  with  nice  distinctions  between  tbe 
powers  peculiar  to  the  one  or  the  other  of  ibt^ 
Governments.  Such  reasoning  would;  however, 
ill  become  the  sagachy  of  this  House. 

One  of  the  most  serious  dangers  with  which 
our  Ck>vemment  is  threatened,  and  it  is  a  daoga 
growing  out  of  the  very  nature  aqd  stroeiorea 
the  Ooyernment  itself,  consists  in  its  teodeocyto 
produce  collisions  between  State  and  Federal  ao- 
thoriiies.  The  Federal  Qovernment,  as  was  ob^ 
served  by  my  learned  colleague  (Mr.  MiTCHiLt) 
if,  imperiwn  in  imperio,  a  government  within  a 
government ;  and  the  misrortune  is,  that  theie 
exists  no  friendly  third  power  to  decide  theeoB- 
ttoversies  which  may  arise  between  these  two 
great,  independent,  and,  in  many  respect?,  riril 
authorities.  The  public  peace  must  be  kept, » 
kept  at  all,  by  the  conciliatory  dispositions  of  of 
parties  themselves.  As  then  we  'have  a  coaddios 
interest  in  the  preservation  of  both  these  Gorera- 
we  are  as  well  the  subjects  of  thet*- 
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yerio  as  of  the  imperiuMj  wcr  ou^ht  to  net  with 
rreat  etrcomspeetion  and  delicacy  io  th^  assamp- 
ion  of  powers  which  do  not  clearly  helong-  to  as. 
t  is  better  to  forego  the  exercine  of  powers  to 
vbich  we  are  entitled,  if  the  eier<^i8e  of  them  is 
lot  rery  important,  rather  than  hazard  the  as* 
urn  prion  of  doubtful  ones,  the  fatal  conseqaen- 
•es  of  whieh  iny  honprable  friend  from  Virginia 
Mr.  BuRWELL^  has  8.0  jostly  deprecated. 

The  greait  line  of  demarcation  between  the 
cowers  of  the  State  and  Federal  Governments  is 
rell  understood.  -  The  powers  of  the  State  Gov- 
rnments  eittend  fo  the  regntation  of  all  their  in- 
ernal  concerns :  those  of  the  Federal  Qovern- 
nent  to  the  management  of  all  oureiternal  rehi* 
ions — external  as  regards  the  individnal  States, 
s  well  as  the  States  m  their  collective  capacity. 
The  general  itieas  npon  which  onr  Repnbfio  is 
oanded,  are  these :  Tiiat  small  territories  are  bet- 
er  adapted  to  the  soceessfirl  administration  of 
Qsticethan  )Rr|^  ones.  In  a  Republic,  where  the 
>eople  are  the  sovereigns  and  source  of  power^  it 
s  important  that,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  ere- 
iD(e  this  power  discreetly,  they  should  possess 
orrect  information  in  relation  to  the  character 
ind  conduct  of  their  rulers,  and  in  relation  also 
0  the  character  of  the  meastures  whicb  they  pur- 
ue,  or  ou^bt  to  pursue;  and  this  information  h 
>etter  attained  in  a  stxmll  thAn  in  a  large  territory. 
The  individual  States  have  therefore  reserved 
0  themselves  the  exclusive  right  of  regulating  all 
heir  internal,  and,  as  I  may  say,  municipal  con- 
:eros,  in  relation  both  to  person  and  property. 
But  a  single  State  may  be  inadequate  to  its  own 
protection  against  foreign  violence ;  it  may  also 
ye  unable  to  enforce  the  observance  of  proper  rules 
lod  regulations  for  carrying  on  its  foreign  trade 
ind  intercourse.  The  Confederacy  of  the  States 
s  therefore  formed  for  the  purpose  of  attaining 
hese  two  objects,  namely,  the  regulation  and  pro- 
ection  of  the  trade  and  intercourse  of  the  States 
?itb  each  other  and  foreign  nations,  and  thefr  se- 
Qfity  against  foreign  invasion.  It  has  some  other 
objects  in  view  of  minor  consequence,  atnd  imme- 
liateljr  connected  with  these  principal  ones.  The 
institution  of  the  United  States  is  the  basis  of 
his  confederacy;  and  it  is  only  ne^e^sary  to  read 
be  Constitution  to  perceive  that  it  is  nothing 
aore  than  a  delegation  of  specific  powers  for  these 
pecific  purposes,  and  that  the  general  sovereignty 
f  the  States  over  their  respective  territories  is 
xpressiy  retained  by  the  States. 

But,  sir,  independent  of  these  specific  powers 
nd  duties  of  tne  Federal  Government,  it  has 
oother  and-  distinct  set  of  powers  and  dnties  to 
erform  and  execute,  t'he  national  domain,  as 
t  has  been  caHed,  embracing  the  lands  acquired 
•y  the  Revolutionary  conflict;  the  lands  since 
mrchased  of  foreign  nations ;  and  the  lands  ceded 
)y  the  several  States  to  the  General  Government, 
>eiong  to  the  United  States  in  their  federate  ca- 
)acity;  and  no  individual  State,  as  such,  has  any 
:Iaim  to  or  jurisdiction  over  them.  As  to  these 
aods  the  powers  of  the  United  States  are  sove- 
eigo,  independent,  and  complete:  and  the  Con- 
;ress  of  the  United  States  is  the  .only  legitimate 


authority  for  the  exercise  ofthis  sovereijfnty.  The 
powers  of  Congress,  then,  in  relation  to  these  ter* 
ritories,  include  the  powers  of  both  the  Federal 
and  State  governments,  in  relation  to  the  States* 
I  have  ad  vetted  to  this  branch  of  the  powers  of 
the  Federal  Government  as  a  means  of  dispelling 
the  obecnrity  which  has  been  thrown  over  the 
OoRstitotional  question,  to  which  I  shall  soon 
come,  by  confounding  the  po Wei's  of  Congress 
over  t4ke  States,  with  their  powers  over  the  Ter- 
ritories. Arguments,  to  which  I  shall  have  oc* 
casion  to  advert  in  the  course  of  my-observatiooS| 
have  been  used  to  justify  the  exercise  of  partico* 
lar  powers  within  the  limits  of  the  States,  from 
our  acknowledged  right  to  and  practical  exercise 
of  similar  powers  within  the  Territories. 

In  discussing  Constitutional  questions^  then,  we 
lay  down  these  axioms : — That  in  relation  to  the 
territories,  the  powers  of  Congress' are  supreme 
and  exclusive ;  that  in  relation  to  the  States,  they 
are  specifically  defiaed  and  limited  by  the  Con<- 
stitutton — and  that  we  hare  no  right  to  exercise, 
Within  the  limits  of  a  State,  any  power  as  resulting 
fVom  the  general  rights  of  sovereignty ;  because 
that  sovereignty  beldngs  to  the  States  and  to  the 
people,  and  not  to  the  Federal  Gkivefnment.  To 
ahow  that  these  two  last  positions  are  correct,  I 
wiH  read  the  tenth  article  in  the  amendment  of 
the  Constitution :  ^  The  powers  not  delegated  to 

*  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  pro- 

*  hibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the 

*  States  respectively,  or  the  people." 

As  then,  the  incorporation  of  this  bank  involves 
the  exercise  of  Legislative  powers  within  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  States,  in  relation  to  the  rights 
of  properly  'between  the^f^htens  of  those  States; 
ana  as  no  power  to  incorporate  a  bank,  eo  ftonttne, 
is  to  be  found  in  the  Constttuiionj  it  would  seem 
sufficient  for  us  to  rest  the  argument  here,  by  a 
mere  denial  of  the  power,  and  to  call  on  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  bnnk  to  show  its  constitutionality. 
An  attempt  to  prove  this  constitutionality  ha^ 
been  made — not,  however,  sir,  by  arguments  ad* 
vanced  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Hlpuse  in  their  places,  (for  they  have,  so  fiir,  ob- 
served, and  I  understand  thnc  they  will  continue 
to  obsefve,  a  profound  silence  on  this  question,) 
but  by  arguments  which  have'  been  gratujlioosly 
introduced,  by  the  agent  of  the  bank.  I  allude  to  • 
the  pamphlet  which  has  within  a  few  days  past 
been  printed  and  drstribnted  among  the  membent 
containing  the  celebrated  argument  of  General- 
Hamilton,  ^on  the  oonstitutionnlity  of  a  National 
Bank.''  As  that  pamphlet  wdejaeto,  i(noidejUre» 
before  the  Committee.  I  will,  if  the  Committee 
will  indulge  me,  attenipt  fo  eaamine  some  of  the 
principal  arguments  contained  in  it,  and  I  will 
also  notice  some  additional  ones,  advanced  yes- 
terday by  my  honorable  friend  and  colleague  on 
my  left  (Mr.  Fisk.)  In  the  course  of  the  obser- 
vations which  I  have  to  submit,  I  shall,  without 
doubt,  repeat  arguments  and  remarks  made  by  the 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me,  and  others 
which  iire  ftotliar  to  the  members  of  the  Com*^ 
mittee.  My  excuse  must  rest  in  the  difficulty  of 
taking  a  connected  view  of  the  subject,  withoai 
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Mich  i^epetiiioni.  if  I  shall  be  so  fortunate  as  to 
throw  a  single  new  ray  of  light  on  this  imporiaot 
question,  1  shall  feel  amplfr  remuoiprateil  for  my 
trouble,  and  \  shall  thiak  the  time  of  the  Commit- 
tee not  altogether  misspent. 

The  first  argument  in  this  pamphlet  is  founded 
on  the  sovereignty,  of  the  powers  of  Congress. 
The  Federal  Government  is  said  to  be  sovereign 
as  to  all  the  objects  for  which  that  Goreonment 
was  instituted^  A  sovereign  power  includes,  by 
force  of*  the  term,  a  right  to  all  the  means  appli- 
cable to  the  attainment  of  the  ends  for  which  that 
power  is  given  \  and  therefore  Coogrees  may,  in 
virtue. of  their  sovereign  power,  criate  incorpo* 
rations  for  attaining  the  ends  or  objects  of  .those 
powers. 

This  areumentis  founded  on  what  the  logicians 
call  petitio  frincipiu  or  begging  the  question. 
The  proposition,  that  the  &vern men t  is. sover- 
eign, is  assumed,  to  prove  that  it  possesses  the 
attributes  of  sovereij^nty :  or,  in  other  words,  the 
fact  of  sovereignty  m  assumed,  to  prove  that  sov- 
ereignty. If  the  position  that  the  powers  of  this 
Government  are  sovereign  a^  to  all  the  otyecis  of 
them,  be  proved,  I  will  concede  the  consequence, 
to  wit :  that  we  have  a  right  to  establish  corpoia- 
tioos.to  attain  these  objects — but  I  deny  the  fact 
of  sovereignty.  The  acts  of  Congress,  it  is  said, 
are  declared  by  the  Constitution  to  be  tbe  sapreme 
law  of  the  land :  and  the  power  which  can  make 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  is  necessarily  a  sov- 
ereign power.  But  I  deny  that  this  is  a  correct 
definition,  or  exposition  or  sovereignty.  It  is  not 
the  high  nature  of  an  act^  nor  the  authority  of 
the  act,  that  stamps  the  character  of  sovereignty 
on  htm  who  performs-it.  The  sheriff  of  a  county 
who  puts  a  man  to  death,  under  the  sentence  of 
the  law,  executes  an  act  of  as  high  import  and 
authority  as  human  power  can  execute ;  and  yet 
the  sheriff  of  a  county  is  not  therefore  a  sovereign. 
His  authority  is  a  mere  delegated  authority — his 
act  isa'mere  ministerial,  mechanical  act*  The 
idea  of  sovereignty  imports  the  exercise  of  dis- 
cretion—>of  judgment — of  will.  It  is  of  the  very 
essence  of  sovereign  power,  that  youmayexecj^te 
ihat  power,  or  not  execute  it — that  you  mav  exe- 
cute it  when  you  will,  and  how  you  will.  A  sov- 
ereign power,  as  to  any  object,  includes  a  right  to 
any  means,  and  all  the  means  applicable  to  the 
attainment  of  the  object.  But,  sir,  do  Congress 
possess  sovereign  powers,  or,  what  is  the  same 
thing)  discretionary  means,  as  to  the  attainment 
of  the  objects  of  this  Government  1  No,  sir.  The 
Constitution  isnota  general  authority  to  Congress 
tp  attain  rhe  objects  for  which  the  Government 
was  established  i  but  it  is  an  enumeration- of  the 
partieuhir  powers,  or  means,  by  which,  and  by 
wiiich  only,certain  objects  are  to  be  accomplished. 
If  the  powers  of  Congress  were  sovereign,  they 
would  of  necessity  comprehend  all  the  means  ap- 
|>licable  to  the  attainment  of  their  objects  ;  but 
toasmuch  as  they  are  specific  and  circumscribed^* 
that  very  circumstance  proves  that  they  are  not 
eovereign.  The  people  of  the  United  States  are 
the  true  sovereigns  oC  this  country.  From  them 
all  power  eqiaaat^i  and.  on  their  wtU  all  the  au- 


thority of  th  is  Government  depends.  Tkc  nowers 
of  the  Federal  Government  are  mere  delegated 
chartered  authorities ;  and  in  the  exercise  of  them 
we  are  tied  down  to  the  letter  of  the  CoDsiitutioo. 
We  have,  to  be  sore,  a  certain  latitude  of  discre- 
tion allowed  us,  within  the  letter  and  pale  of  the 
Constitution ;  and  so  far  we  may  be  .said  to  pos- 
sess a  sort  of  limited  qualified  sovereignty.  But 
the  Constitution  is  the  standat'd  by  which  to  mea- 
sure the  <|uantum  and  extent  of  oQr  sovereignty. 
And  our  sovereignty,  which  is  the  resoU  of  the 
powers  given  in  the  Constitution,  is  not  the 
standard  by  which  to  measure  the  Coastitotioa. 
The  Constitution  is  the  true  bed  of  Procrustes— 
and  our  sovereignty,  however  unvilliagly  we  may 
yield  it,  must  1^  the  victim. 

Another  argument,  which  is  rather  an  argu- 
ment to  the  favor  than  tp  the  right  of  this  bank, 
is,  that  it  is  an  innocent  institution ;  thai^  althoogk 
itserectioo  involves  the  exercise  of  legislative  pow- 
ers within  the  States,  it  does  not  abri<lge  or  affect 
the  rights  of  the  citizens,  as  secured  to  them  by  the 
hiws  of  those  States.  A  corporation,  it  is  said,  ii 
a  fiction  of  the  law^  a  mere  political  traDsformsr 
tion  of  a  number  of  individuals  from  their  natu- 
ral into  au  artificial  character,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  them  to  do  business  to  better  adraouge, 
and  on  a  more  extended  scale ;  but,  that  when 
this  political  association,  this  legal  entity ,  is  once 
formed,  it  becomes  subject  to  the  laws  of  the 
State  in  wjiich  it  happens  to  be  placed. 

I  know,  sir,  that  there  is  nothing-  fonaidahJe  in 
the  abstract  idea  of  a  corporation.  It  is  a  mere 
phantom  of  the  imagination,  invisible,  intangible, 
and,  of  course^  innocent.  But,  sir,  when  the  legal 
effects  of  this  incorporation  are  to  invest  the  indi- 
viduals whom  it  associates  with  privileges  and 
immunities  to  which  they  were  not  before  enti- 
tled ;  when  this  legal  fiction  is  interpa«ed  to  shield 
certain  individuals  from  the  liabilities  to  which 
they  would  be  subject  ^s  ordinary  citizens,  it 
then  becomes  a  matter  of  important  and  serious 
consequence.  What  are  some  of  the  legal  effeeu 
of  this  iacorporation  ? 

One  of  its  roost  obvious  and  distinguished  char- 
acteristics is,  that  itexempu  the  private  property 
and  persons  of  the  stockholders  from  all  liability 
for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  company.  By 
the  laws  of  every  State  in  the  Union,  every  maa 
is,  I  believe,  liable  for  the  payment  of  his  debts, 
to  the  full  amount  of  his  private  fortune;  and, 
in  case  that  fortune  prove  insufficient,  his  person- 
al liberty  is  at  the  disposal  of  his  creditor;  at 
least  to  a  certain  extent.    Is  not,  then,  the  exemp- 
tion from  these  liabilities  an  important  immu- 
nity ?   .Is  it  not  an  exclusive  privilege  secured  to 
the  stockholders  of  this  bank?    Assuredly  it  is. 
I  know  it  has  been  said  that  a  number  of  individ- 
usls  mav,  by  a  private  association,  secure  to  them- 
selves alt  the  advantages  of  an.  incorporated  com- 
pany ;  that,  by  forming  a  common  fund  or  stock 
upon  whicn  to  do  bu:iinesS,  and  issuing  notes 
chargeable  upon  that  fund,  they  may  exonerate 
their  persons  and  private  property  from  all  lit- 
bility  for  the  t>ayment  of  the  debts  contracted  in 
that  business.    I  an  no  lawyery  air ;  but  if  the 
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^w  be  what  it  is  said  to  be,  and  what  I  beliere 
t  to  be,  summa  ratiOy  tbes,  I  pronounce  tbisdoc- 
rioe  not  to  be  lair;  for  nothing  can  be  more 
)reposterous  in  principle  than  to  say,  that  a  man 
Day,  by  his  own  act^svoid  the  force  of  an  obliga- 
ion  which  the  }aw  has  made  oniver^i  and  uo- 
lualified.  If  a  man  owes  a  debt,  acknowledges 
le  owes  it,  and  has  rpceired  a  consideration  for 
t,  the  law  has  prescribed  the  nature  and  extent 
it  bis  liability  to  pay  it ;  and  it  is  not  for  him  te 
ay  that  it  shall  only  be  paid  out  of  a  certain 
und,  or  particalar  part  of  his  property,  and  no 
ither.  Wheo  men  contract  a  debt  jointly,  the 
egal  obligation  to  pay  it  extends  as  well  to  the 
lersons  and  steparate  property' of  the  individual 
partners,  as  to  their  jomt  property. 

Another  feature  of  this  incorporation  is,  that  it 
uthorizes  th«  stockholders  to  take  usurious  inter- 
St  for  their  mon^y.  By  the  provisions  of  the 
Bw,  the  bank  may  issue  notes  and  make  discounts 
0  double  the  amount  of  their  capital  stock ;  and, 
0  addition  to  that,  to  the  amount  of  any  nM)nevs 
vbich  may  happen  to  be  deposited  in  their  yaults 
or  safe-keeping;  and  this,  too,  independent  or 
he  debts  created  by  these  deposites.  The  bank, 
hen,  may,  and  in  fact,  in  many  instances,  does 
Iraw  an  interest  on  three  or  four  times  its  espi- 
al. Every  State  in  the  Union  has  laws  regulat- 
ing the  rate  of  interest,  and  in  most  of  the  States 
ihis  rate  is  fixed  at  six  per  cent,  a  year.  By  these 
aws  it  is  made  penal  for  a  man  to  receive  more 
ihao  six  per  cent  interest  for  the  use  of  any  sum 
)f  money  which,  fay  a  loan,  be  puts  at  hazard, 
md  the  use  of  which  he  deprives  himself  of. 
f*<ow,sir,  this  bank  is  permitteo,  contrary  to  those 
laws,  to  draw  an  interest  on  twenty  or  tuirly  mil- 
lions of  dollars,' when,  in  truth,  the  whole  extent 
>f  its  responsibility,  the  whole  sum  which  it  puts 
It  hazard,  and  the  use  of  which  it  foregoes,  is 
lofy  its  original  stock  of  ten  millions.  In  answer 
0  this,  it  will  be  said  that  an  individual  may.  by 
ssuing  notes  to  an  amount  greater  than  his  prop- 
Tiy,  legally  receive  an  interest  on  a  capital  which 
le  does  not  possess.  But  it  must  be  recollected, 
n  case  of  the  individual,  that,  although  he' may 
lot  at  the  particular  time  possess  a  property  ade- 
(uate  to  the  payment  of  his  debts,  yet  that  all  the 
property  which  he  may  subsequently  acquire, 
vili  be  liable  for  the  payment  of  those  debts ;  and 
vhat  is  more,  sir,  his  personal  liberty  is  always 
tot  in  jeopardy.  In  this  point  of  view  the  lia- 
ality  and  the  hazard  of  the  individual  may  fairly 
le  said  to  be  coextensive  with  the  whole  amount 
if  the  capital  on  which  he  draws  an  interest; 
ind  which  is  often  the  case  with  the  bank. 

This  bank  incorporation  possesses  other  quali- 
Les  at  war  with  the  laws  or  the  several  States; 
>Qe  of  which  is,  that  it  authorizes  stockholders, 
Bvbo  may  be  foreigners,  to  hold  real  estate.  But, 
iir,  I  will  not  detain  toe  Committee  any  lon^rer 
90  this  part  of  the  argument,  for  this  institution 
;annot  be  said  to  be  innocent,  as  regards  the  rights 
>f  the  States,  when  its  effects  on  the  rights  of 
iroperty  are  to  exonerate  the  stockholders  from 
ome  of  the  most  important  responsibilities  which 
he  law*  of  the  several  States  have  provided  for 


the  payment  of  debts ;  and  when  it  authorizea 
the  taking  of  usurious  interest*  I  lay  it  down, 
then,  ai  a  position  which  cannot  be  controverted, 
that  the  granting  of  this  charter  is  not  only  an 
interference  with  the  municipal  regulations  of 
the  several  States  in  relation  to  the  rights  of 
property  ;  but  that  it  is  an  infraotion  of  the  rights 
of  individuals  as  secured  by  those  regulations. 

But  it  is  contended,  that  a  right  to  incorporate 
a  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  delegated  to  Con* 
gress  by  the  Constitution  ;  and  five  or  six  differ- 
ent provisions  of  the  Constitution  are  referred  to 
as  giving  this  right.  It  is  said  that  it  is  implied 
in  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  in  the  pow 
er  to  borrow  money,-  in  the  power  to  regulate 
trade  and  intercourse  between  the  several  StateSi 
in  the  power  to  proride  for  the  general  welfare 
and  tn  the  power  to  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  respecting  the  territorial  and  other 
property  of  the  United  States.  The  very  circum- 
stance of  refenring  this  ri^ht  lo  many  dtfierent 
heads  of  authority  is,  in  itself,  conclusive  evi- 
dence, that  it  has  no  very  direct  relation  to  any  of 
them*  For  it  can  scarcely  be  imagined,  that  the 
single  act  of  incorporating  a  bank  can  be  at  the 
same  time  anything  like  a  direct  execution  of  so 
many  and  such  distinct  and  independent  powers* 
But  I  will  examine  these  provisions  separately. 

Before  I  proceed,  however,  I  wilt  premise  that 
all  the  arguments  in  support  of  the  right  to  in- 
corporate a  bank»as  deducible  from  the  proyistons 
of  the  Constitution  irsetf,  are  built  up  by  the  aid 
of  the  clause  of  the  Constitution,  which  has  beei^ 
sonietimes  called  ^  the  sweeping  clause."  I  al- 
lude to  the  clause  which  declares  that  Congress 
shall  have  the  right  to  pass  all  laws  necessary 
and  proper  for  the  cariying  into  execution  the 
delegated  powers.  All  the  powers  in  the  Consti- 
tution are  given  for  certain  ends  or  objects.  But 
each  power  is  not  a  general  authority,  to  attain  a 
particular  object,  and  comprehending,  of  course^ 
all  the^means  or  powers  applicable  to  its  accom* 
plishment;  but^  in  most  cases,  it  is  a  specific 
means  for  efiecting  sont^  particular  end,  and  all 
other  means  or  powers,  (fot  means  and  powers 
are  the  same  thing.)  conducive  to  the  same  end, 
are  expressly  exclooed,  by  the  restrictive  clauses 
of  th^  Constitution. 

The  mode  of  reasoning  adopted  by  General 
Hamilton,  and  the  other  advocates  of  implied 
powers,  is  this :  They  first  search  for  the  end  or 
object  for  which  a  particular  power  is  given ;  and 
this  object  will  be  an  Immediate  or  ultimate  one, 
as  may  best  suit  the  purpose  of  the  argument. 
Having  ascertained  the  end  or  object,  they  aban- 
don the  power;  or,  rather,  they  confound  the 
powet9Lna  the  (Afeet  of  it  together,  and  make  the 
attainment  of  the  object,  and  the  execution  of 
the  power  given  to  accomplish  it,  convertible 
termsi  Whatever,  they  say,  attains  the  object 
for  which  any  power  is  given,  is  an  exception  of 
that  power.  But  the  Constitution  gives  to  Con- 
gress a  right  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and  prop- 
er for  carrying  into  execution  the  delegated  pow-< 
ers;  and,  therefore,  as  the  execution  of  a  power 
and  the  attainment  of  its  object,  are  aynonymoiis 
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terms :  tlie  CoDstitwtloo  gives  to  Congress  a  ri^hi 
to  mase  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  attain- 
ing the  ends  or  objects  for  which  the  various 
powers  in  the  Constitution  are  given. 

I  beg  lea^re  to  read  a  passage  from  this  pam- 
phlet :  ^'  The  relation  between  the  measure  and 
^  the  end ;  between  the  nature  of  the  means  em- 
*  ployed  towards  the  execution  of  a  power,  ao4 
^  the  object;  must  be  the  criterion  of  constituiion- 
^  alit^y  Here  then  is  the  axiom — ^now  for  the 
application  of  it.  The  Constitution  gives  to 
Congress  the  power  to  levy  taxes,  and  also  the 
power  to  borrow  money.  But  the  establish inent 
of  a  bank  is  neither  levying  taxes  nor  borrowing 
money ;  nor  is  the  law  incorporating  the  hank,  a 
law  to  levy  taxes,  or  a  law  to  borrow  money. 
But  the  immediate  end  or  object,  for  which  tl»ese 
two  powers  were  given,  was,  to  enable  the  Gov- 
ernment to  raise  a  revenue ;  and  a  bank  may  pro- 
mote this  object.  Then,  sir,  by  a  dexterous  ap- 
plication of  the  argument  which  I  have  statedj 
the  fallacy  of  which  consists  in  the  sudden  and 
unobserved  transitions  which  are  made  from  the 
power  to  the  object,  and  from  the  object  back 
igain  to  the  power,  they  prove  that  the  establish^ 
nent  of  a  bank  is  in  execution  of  the  powers  to 
ay  taxes  and  to  borrow  money.  X  wUl  now,  sir, 
}roceed  to  examine  the  particular  provisions  of 
:he  Constitution  which  have  been  relied  on,  and 
to  place  the  subject  in  some  different  aspiicts. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  it  is  contended  that  the 
jght  to  incorporate  a  Bank  of  the  United  States 
!s  included  in  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes^ 
kud  what  is  the.  argument  by  which  this  position 
s  maintained  ?  Why,  sir,  it  is  said  that  Uie  law, 
iy  creating  bank  paper,  and  making  that  paper 
eceivable  in  payment  for  taxes,  increases  the 
:ircuiating  medium  in  which  taxes  are  paid,  and 
)f  course  must  facilitate  the  payment  of  them. 
That  whatever  facilitates  the  payment  of  taxes, 
acilitates  also  the  collection  ol  them;  and  what- 
ever aids  or  facilitates  the  collection  of  taxe%  is  a 
neans  for  their  collection.  And  therefore,  the 
ncorporation  of  a  bank  is  in  execution  of  the 
)ower  to  lay  and  collect  taxes. 

No  man,  sir,  ought  to  complain  of  the  weak- 
ness of  a  Government,  whose  powers  may  be 
yasoned  ttp  by.  logic  like  this.  Amidst  the  in- 
inite  Tariety  of  relations,  and  connexions,  and 
lependencies  and  analogies  by  which  i^i  human 
Tansactions  are  allied  to  each  other,  he  must  be 
I  weak  politician  who  cannot,  by  hooking  to- 
l^ether  a  chain  of  implication  like  this,  justify 
iny  and  every  measure  of  political  policy  or 
economy,  as  a  means  of  executing  some  of  the 
>owers  with  which  this  Government  is  intrusted. 
Take  this  latitude  of  implication  or  construction, 
tnd  you  want  no  other  power  but  the  power  to 
ay  and  collect  taxes.  It  may  be  tortured  into  a 
ustification  of  every  measure  which  ambition 
tself  could  desire.  iNo  tyrant  ever  nude  a  law 
vithout  assigning  the  public  good  as  the  motive 
>f  it.  No  man  on  this  floor,  however  wicked  his 
lesigns,  would  venture  to  propose  a  measure 
indeed  few  could  be  proposed)  in  favor  of  whicli 
te  could  not  adduca  some  platuible  argument,  to 


show  that  it  would  tend  to  promote  the  geaend 
prosperity  of  the  country.  And  ia  showio?  ihu 
he  would  show  its  constitutionality,  for  it  is  de- 
monstrable that  whatever  would  promote  the 
general  prosperity  of  the  country,  would,  and  for 
that  very  reason,  facilitate,  in  some  greater  or 
less  degree,  the  payment  of  taxes;  and  toight 
therefore  be  justified  as  a  means  for  the  collec- 
tion of  taxes. 

But,  sir.  the  Constitution,  as  I  have  said  be- 
fore, and  I  most  repeat  it  again,  for  this  is  the 
radical  source  of  all  the  error  on  this  subject— 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  Dot,u 
such  reasoning  supposes  it  to  be,  a  mere  geoeral 
designation  ol  the  ends  or  objects  for  vhich  the 
Federal  Government  was  established,  and  lear* 
iog  to  Congress  a  discretion  as  to  the  meaosor 
powers  bv  which  those  ends  shallbe  brought 
abouL    But  the  Constitution  is  a  speeificatioa 
of  the  powers  or  means  themselves  by  which  cer- 
tain obiects  are  to  be  accomplished.    The  pow- 
ers of  tne  Constitution,  carried  into  execution  ac- 
cording to  the  strict  terms  and  import  of  them, 
are  the  appropriate  means,  and  the  only  metoi 
within  the  reach  of  this  Government,  for  the  at* 
tainmenl  of  its  ends.    It  is  trae»  as  the  Coostitih 
tion  declares,  and  it  would  be  equally  true  if  the 
Constitution  did  not  declare  it,  that  Cocgress 
have  a  right  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and  proper 
for  executing  the  delegated  powers ;  but  tbisgires 
no  latitude  of  discretion  in  the  selection  of  means 
or  powers.    A  poWer  given  to  Congress  in  in 
Legislative  capacity,  without  the  right  to  pass 
laws  to  execute  it,  would  be  nugatory ;  would  be 
no  power  at  all.    It  would  be  a  solecism  in  Uo* 
guage  to  call  it  a  power.    A  power  to  laf  and 
collect  taxes,  carries  with  it  a  right  tq  make  lavs 
for  that  purpose;   but  they  must  be  laws  tolaf 
and  collect  taxes,  and  not  laws  to  incorporate 
banks.    If  you  undertake  to  justify  a  law  ocdet 
a  particular  power,  ^ou  must  show  the  iocidea* 
tality  and  applicability^  of  the  law  to  the  power 
itseil,  and  not  merely  its  relation  to  any  supposed 
end  which  is  to  be  fiecomplished  by  its  exercise. 
You  must  show  that  the  plain,  direct,  osteosible, 
primary  object  and  tendency  of  your  law  is  to 
execute  the  power,  and  not  thar  it  will  tend  to 
facilitate  the  execution  of  it.    It  is  not  less  absurd 
than  it  is  dangerous,  first  to  asaiune  some  great| 
distinct  and  ituiependent  power,  unknown  to  the 
Constitution,  and  violating  the  rights  of  the  States; 
and,  then,  to  attempt  to  justify  it,  by  a  reference 
to  some  remote,  indirect,  collateral  teodencf, 
which  the  exercise  of  it  may  have  towards  facil- 
itating the  e;xecution  of  some  known  and  ae* 
knowledged  power.     This  word  faciliUUe  has 
become  a  very  fashionable  word  in  the  construe 
tion  of  powers;  but,  sir,  it  is  a  dangerous  one; 
it  means  more  than  we  are  aware  of.    To  do  * 
thing  and  to  facilitate  the  doing  of  it,  are  distinct 
operations;  they  are  distinct  means;  they  are 
distinct  powers.    The  Constitution  has  exptessif 
given  to  Congress  the  power  to  do  certain  things; 
and  it  has,  as  explicitlv,  withheld  from  them  (he 
power  to  do  every  other  thing.    The  liower  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes  ia  one  thing;  and  the  power 
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to  esiablish  banks,  involvioff  in  its  exercise  the 
regulatioQ  of  the  internal  doiDestic  economy  of 
the  States,  is  another  and  totally  distinct  thing; 
and  the  one  is  therefore  not  included  in  the  other. 

Again,  sir,  it  is  contended  that  the  right  to  in- 
corporate a  bank  is  implied  in  the  power  to  regu- 
late trade  and  intercourse  between  the  se7eral 
States.  It  is  said  to  be  so,  inasmuch  as  it  creates 
a  paper  currencjr,  which  furnishes  a  convenient 
and  common  circulating  medium  of  trade  be* 
tween  the  several  States.  Money,  sir,  has  noth- 
log  more  to  do  with  trade,  than  that  it  furnishes 
a  medium  or  represealatire  of  the  Talue  of  the 
articles  employed  in  trade.  The  only  office  of 
bank  bills  is  to  represent  money.  Now,  if  it  be 
a  regulation  of  trade,  to  create  the  representative 
articles  or  subjects  of  trade,  a  fortiori,  will  it  be 
a  regulation  of  trade  to  create  the  articles  or  sub- 
jects themselves.  By  this  reasoning  then  you 
may  justify  the  right  of  Congress  to  establish 
manufaeturiDg  and  agricultural  companies  within 
the  several  States ;  because  the  direct  object  and 
effect  of  these  would  be,  to  increase  oUQUtaclures 
and  agricultural  products,  which  are  the  known 
and  common  subjects  of  trade.  You  might,  with 
more  propriety  say,  that  under  the  power  to  t^f 
olate  trade  between  the  States,  we  have  a  right 
to  incorporate  canal  companies;  because  canals 
would  tend  directly  to  open,  facilitate  and  en- 
courage trade  and  intercourse  between  the  several 
States;  and,  in  my  humble  opinion,  sir,  canals 
would  furnish  a  much  more  salutary,  direct  and 
efficacious  means,  for  enabling  the  great  body  of 
the  people  to  pajr  their  taxes,  than  is  furnished 
by  banks.  But,  sir,  these  various  powers  have 
never  been  claimed  by  the  Federal  Government; 
aod,  much  aa  I  am  known  to  favor  that  particular 
species  o[  internal  improvement,  I  would  never 
Yote  to  incorporate  a  company  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  a  canal  through  any  Stale,  without  first 
obtaining  the  consent  of  that  State,  whose  terri*- 
torial  rights  would  be  affected  by  it.  There  can 
be  no  question,  but  canal  companies,  and  agri- 
cultural cenapanies,  and  manufacturing  com- 
panies, and  banking:  companies,  may  all  t^nd, 
more  or  less,  to  facihi^te  toe  operations  of  trade; 
but  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  political 
regulations  of  trade;  and  such  only  come  within 
the  scope  of  the  powers  of  Congress. 

But,  it  is  again  said,  that  the  right  to  grant  this 
charter  is  included  in  the  power  to  borrow  mo- 
ney. The  right  is  attempted  to  be  deduced  by  a 
train  of  reasoning  similar  to  that  employed  in 
relation  to  the  provisions  which  I  have  already 
noticed — by  forming  a  string  of  implications,  by 
which  you  prove  that  a  power  to  act  in  certain 
cases,  and  in  relation  to  certain  subjects,  implies 
the  power  to  create  those  cases  and  subjects  to  act 
upon.  The  Government^.it  is  said,  may  want 
and  must  have  money,  m  any  great  national 
crisis.  A  National  Bank  with  an  extensive  cap- 
ital will  furnish  ample  means  for  loans,  will 
facilitate  the  exercise  of  the  power  to  borrow ; 
and,  therefore,  the  right  to  establish  such  a  bank 
is  implied  in  the  power  to  borrow.*  No  one,  but 
a  logiciani  air,  would  imagine  that  a  power  to 


lend  and  a  power  to  borrow  bad  any^  relation  to 
each  other — much  less  could  be  conjecture,  that 
a  power  to  borrow,  and  a  power  to  create  the 
ability  to  lend,  mean  the  same  thing.  A  plain 
unsophisticated  man,  on  reading  the  Constitn* 
tion,  would  say,  that  the  power  to  borrow,  necea* 
sarily,  and  by  force  of  the  term,  pre-supposed 
the  existence  of  the  ability  and  disposition  to 
lend  ;  and  that  it  could  not  be  exercised  unless 
such  ability  and  disposition  should  actually  exist. 
But  the  favorite  doctrine  is,  that  all  powers  are 
given  for  particular  ei>ds,  and  include  all  the 
means  applicable  to  their  attainment.  Here  the 
end  is  to  borrow  money ;  to  borrow  honestly  if  ' 
we  can,  but — to  borrow.  The  ability  to  lend  is  a 
necessary  ineans  or  ingredient  toward  perfecting 
the  execution  of  the  power  to  borrow.  But,  sir, 
let  me  ask,  whether  the  disposition  to  lend  be 
not  as  necessarjr  a  means  towards  accomplishing 
aloan  as  the  ability  ?  It  unquestionably  is.  Ana, 
of  course,  by  the  doctrine  that  the  end  justifies 
(he  means,  you  may  coerce  the  will  to  lend — and 
this  too  equally,  in  cases  where  the  ability  is 
created  by  Congress,  and  where  it  is  derived 
from  any  other  quarter.  A  loan  obtained  by 
bringing  into  fair  operation  all  the  implications 
of  this  power  would  be  borrowing  in  an  off* 
handed  style.  Such  a  loan,  if  effected  by  Bona- 
parte, we  should  call  robbery.  But  in  this  mild 
Republic,  it  would  be  nothing  more  than  the 
fair  exercise  of  an  implied  Constitutional  power« 

I  have  pursued  this  argument  thus  far,  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  absurdities  into 
which  this  doctrine  of  implication  will  lead  us* 
But  suppose,  sir,  that  the  argument  of  the  gentle* 
man  on  the  other  side  of  the  question  be  correct, 
to  wit :  that  the  power  to  borrow  implies  a  right 
to  furnish  the  ability  to  lend.  What^  I  would  . 
ask,  is  the  probable  fact,  as  to  the  facilities  which 
this  bank  will  ai&rd  the  Government  in  hot* 
rowing[  7 

It  will  be  conceded  that  we  shall  have  no  oc« 
casioa  for  borrowing,  except  in  case  of  war;  and 
if  we  have  a  war,  the  probability  is,  that  that  war  ' 
will  be  with  Great  Britain — I  say  this,  not  as  a 
party  man,  sir,  but  because  the  interests  of  that 
nation,  from  her  situation,  and  her  rival  pursuits, 
will  be  much  more  likely  to  come  in  collision 
with  ours,  than  those  of  any  other  Power.  Now 
it  is  a  fkct.  in  evidence  before  the  Committee^ 
that  more  tnan  one-half  of  the  stock  of  this  bank 
belongs  to  British  subjects:  and  although,  as  for- 
eigners, they  can  have  no  direct  agency  in  the 
affairs  of  the  bank,  yet  we  well  know  that  through 
the  instrumeiftality  of  their  friends  and  agents, . 
of  whom  there  are,  unfortunately,  too  many  in 
this  country^  they  may  completely  control  its 
operations.  Now.  I  would  ask,  whether  it  is  pro- 
bable, that  (he  British  subjects  would  be  willing 
to  lend  us  money  to  carry  on  war  against  their 
sovereign?  Would  ihey  not,  on  the  contrary, 
exert  the  influence  which  they  are  said  tp  possess 
over  the  moneyed  interest  of  this  country,  for 
the  purpose  of  depressing  the  credit  of  the  coun- 
try ;  for  the  purpose  pf  crippling  the  operations 
I  or  the  State  banks;  and  for  the  purpose  of  drying 
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up  the   sourees  from  which  the  Ghovernment 
Blight  otherwise  calculate  to  derive  supplies? 
'  But,  sir,  this  has  litlle  to  do  with  ihejquesttoa  of 
coDstitutioDalityyto  which  1  will  again  return. 

Another  ground  upon  which  the  constitution- 
ality of  this  institution  has  heen  attempted  to  be 
supported,  is,  that  it  is  necessary  to  the  regular 
and  successful  administration  of  the  finances. 
There  is  no  question,  bet  the  bank  and  its  branches 
affgjrd  convenient  places  for  the  deposite  and  safe 
^keeping  of  the  public  revenue.  It  is  not  (o  be 
controverted  that  tliey  also  furnish  a  safe,  conve- 
nient, expeditious  and  cheap  means  for  the  trans- 
mission of  moneys  from  one  part  of  the  United 
States  to  another,  as  they  may  be  wanted  by  the 
Government;  and,  if  these  facilities  were  not  to  be 
attained  in  any  other  wav,  I  should  say  it  would 
afford  an  argument  in  favor  of  a  bank.  Not  a 
bank  infringing  and  violating  the  rights  of  the 
States;  but,  a  bank  upon  principles  consistent 
with  those  rights. 

Bui,  sir,  is  there  not,  in  every  State  in  which 
there  is  a  branch  of  the  United  States'  Bank,  also 
one  or  more  State  banks,  of  equal  respectability, 
and  of  et^ual  security— at  least  to  the  extent  of 
any  sum  lor  which  they  are  willing  to  undertake  ? 
These  State  b^oks  may  be  used  as  depositaries 
for  the  public  moneys  and  they  will  be  equally 
'  safe  and  convenient.  And,  if  you  will  give  to 
these  State  banks  the  advantages  of  these  depos- 
ites,  as  you  have  hitherto  given  them  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates' Bank,  they  will  furnish  means  for  (he 
tjransmission  of  monejs  from  place  to  place, 
equally  safe,  convenient,  cheap,  and  expeditious. 
This  object  will  be  attained  by  connexions  which 
will  be  formed  between  the  banks  of  the  different 
States.  Such  connexions  have  already  in  many 
instances  been  formed.  But  ifaey  have  not  been 
.carried  to  the  extent  they  otherwise  would  have 
been,  on  account  of  the  United  States'  Bank  and 
its  branches ;  between  which  there  is  so  intin:iate 
and  so  necessary  a  connexion. 

But,  in  answer  to  this,  it  is  said  that  if  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  would  be  Constitu- 
tional without  the  existence  of  the  State  banks^ 
it  is  equally  so  with.  That  a  power  which  is 
once  Constitutional  is  equally  so  at  all  times, 
and  under  all  circumstances.  That  a  right  which 
must  depend  for  its  existence  on  the  will  of  the 
} State  Legislatures,  over  whom  we  have  no  con- 
trol, is  incomplete,  and  indeed,  as  to  us,  is  no 
jight  at  all.  This  argument  is  founded  on  the 
'supposition  that  the  Federal  Government  is  a 
complete  Government,  containing  in  iuelf  afl  the 
principles  and  powers  necessary  Tor  its  own  oper- 
ations, which  supposition  is  wholly  false.  The 
Federal  Government  does  not  profess  to  be  com- 
plete in  iiseff.  It  is  expressly  predicated  on  the 
existence  of  the  State  governments;  and  most 
of  the  facilities  for  its  exercise  are  derived  from 
the  Slate  governments.  It  cannot  perform  even 
its  own  peculiar  powers  and  functions,  without 
the  aid  and  co-operation  of  the  State  authorities. 
How,  let  me  ask  you,  sir,  is  your  Government 
constituted  1  Your  Senate  is  appointed  directly 
by  ihe  State  Legislatures.    Your  President  and 


House  of  Bfepresentative%  indirectly,  br  the 
same  authority.  Suppose  ibey  should  n^Iector 
refuse  to  make  these  appointments,  can  yoo  eon- 
pel  them  to  do  it.  No,  sir.  Can  you  puoitli 
them  for  not  doing  it  ?  Not  in  the  least  Tbey 
may  appoint  or  not,  as  tbey  think  proper;  aodtf 
they  should  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  it^  your  boasted 
complete  Government  would  die  a  natural  deatb, 
by  its  own  imbecility.  It  is  not  kir,  then,  to  say 
that  a  power  is  Constitutional  because  tbeGo?eni- 
ment  would  be  incomplete  without  it.  lib  not  fair 
to  say,  that  what  would  be  Consticotiooal,  with- 
out the  existence  of  the  State  gjoveraoieots  aod 
their  appendages,  is  equally  so  with.  This  woald 
prove  that  yon  have  a  right  to  appoint  your  owt 
President,  Senate,  and  House  of  Represeotalires. 
It  wonld  go  to  usurp  all  the  powers  of  the  Sute 
governments ;  for  the  Government  conld  not  be 
said  to  be  complete  Without  possessing  the  pow* 
ers  of  both  Governments  combined.  Indeed,  this 
Federal  Government  cannot  be  said  to  be  coid' 
plete  as  to  a  single  power,  without  all  the  auxil- 
iary powers  of  the  State  governments ;  for  there 
is  not  a  single  act  which  it  can  perform  withoat 
their  assistance,  directly  or  indirectly^.  The  rery 
bank  law  now  under  consideration  is  an  illustra- 
tion of  this-*-for  how  are  the  provisions  of  ihit 
law  to  be  enforced ;  how  are  the  debu  which  it 
authorizes  to  be  contracted  to  be  collected,  bat 
through  the  mediiim  of  the  State  courts?  The 
doctrine  of  perfect  rights,  then,  if  it  prore  aa]r- 
thing,  proves  toe  much.  If  it  provei  that,  m 
order  to  manage  your  revenues,  you  may  aiab- 
lish  banks  within  the  Sutes  \  it  equally  prores, 
that,  in  order  to  carry  the  provisions  of  your  back 
laws  into  execution,  you  may  establish  rx)urts 
and  offices  within  the  States  for  that  purpose. 
I  think  then,  sir,  I  may  fairly  conclode,  that  so 
long  as  the  State  governments  furnish  you  with 
all  the  facilities,  which  you  can  reasonably  re- 
quire, for  conducting  your  revenues  by  means 
uf  their  State  banks ;  so  long  it  wilt  be  uDoeces* 
sary — so  lon^  it  will  be  improper^and,  ther^ 
fore^  so  long  it  will  be  unconstitutional  to  inrade 
the  jurisdictibn  of  the  Sutes,  to  establish  natioaal 
banks. 

Again.  The  constitaCionality  of  the  bank  has 
been  attempted  to  be  maintained  by  a  refereoce 
to  the  phrase  in  the  Constitution,  in  relttioo  to 
the  power  of  Congress  to  provide  for  the  ^eoeral 
welfare.  I  will  read  the  clause  in  which  the 
phrase  is  contained :    **  The  Congress  shall  hafe 

*  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposti 

*  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the 
'  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the 
'  United  States."  This  clause  has  been  erroDeou»' 
ly  construed  by  some  to  contain  a  successive  del* 
egation  of  three  or  four  distinct  powers,  to  wit: 
a  power  to  lay  taxes— «  power  to  pay  the  debts^ 
a  power  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  aod 
general  welfare.  If,  then  it  is  said,  Coiuretf 
have  power  to  provide  for  the  general  welfare, 
they  may  choose  the  means,  which  are  here  oot 
made  specific,  but  left  .discretionary,  for  the  at- 
tainment of  that  object ;  and,  as  in  their  opioioa 
a  National  Bank  wifl  condojce  to  that  object,  they 
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bafe  a  right  to  estibliih  m  National  Bank.  But. 
sir.  this  is  a  total  mineonception  of  the  neaniag 
of  this  claase  of  the  Constitution.  Instead  of 
three  or  foor  distinct  grants  of  power,  this  clause 
eoottios  but  one  grant  of  power,  namely,  the 
power  to  raise  money  by  taxes,  '^. — and  all  the 
subsequent  parts  of  the  clause  are  a  mere  limita- 
tioo  of  this  power  to  raise  money ;  or  a  specifi- 
caiioQ  of  the  purposes  for  which  money  may  be 
collected.  That  this  is  not  a  general  authority 
to  Congress  to  proride  for  the  common  defence 
tnd  general  welfmre,  is  instantly  discovered  by  a 
cominrison  of  this  clause  with  the  subsequent 
part  of  thie  section  ;  which  consists  of  a  list  or 
eoumerationof  the  speeiCc  means  or  powers,  by 
which  Congress  maly  prdvide  for  the  aommon 
defeoee  and  general  welfare.  And  it  would  be 
onoecessary  and  ibsurd  in  itself,  as  well  as  re- 
pagoaBt  to  the  whole  spirit  and  character  of  this 
CoMtitution,  to  give,  first,  a  general  power,  aud 
then  to  delegate  specijie  powers,  all  comprehended 
in  the  gene/al  one.  Although  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  ambiguity  in  this  clause,  as  it  now 
stands,  yet,  its  metming  might,  perhaps,  be  reu'- 
dered  more  perspicuous  mod  definite  by  altering 
the  phraseology  so  as  to  read  in  this  way :  "  Con- 
gress shall  hare  power  to  lay  and  eollect  taixes, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excise,  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  the  debts  and  providing  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare  of  ttie  United  Ststes ; 
hot  (going  on  again,  sir,  with  a  further  qualifica- 
tion uf  the  same  power  to  raise  money)  all  duties, 
imposts,  and  excise,  shaH  be  unilorm  throughout 
the  United  States.''  This,  then,  is  merely  a 
right  to  raise  revenue ;  and,  so  far  as  regards  the 
ofjecU  for  which  revenue  may  be  raised,  the  pow- 
ers of  Congress  are  discretionary ;.  provided  those 
objects  come  within  the  description  of  providing 
for  the  commoQ  defence-and  general  welfare:. 
Bat  so  far  as  regards  the  msatie  by  which  these 
rerenaes,  when  collected,  shall  be  applied  to  their 
destined  objects  we  must  look  to  the  powers  of 
Congress  as  defined  attd  limited  in  the  subsequent 
paru  of  this  section.  In  other  words,  this  clause 
gives  plenary  powers  to  raise  money ;  but  it  gives 
no  powers— I  should  say,  political  powef»— in, rela- 
tion to  its  application  and  expenditure.  The 
powers  of  Congress  over  the  money,  when  col- 
kcied,  in  reference  to  Its  ^peodiiare,  would  be 
the  same  which  au  iodividoal  possesses  over  his 
private  property— ^powers  resulting  from  the  na- 
lore  of  property,  and  as  regulated  by  the  laws  of 
the  State  in  which  it  might  happen  to  be  situated. 
I  will  illustrate  my  idea  by  a  ease.  Suppose  the 
Constitutioa  bad  ffiven  to  Congress  the  power  to 
Tiise  a  miUioo  of  dollars,  to  provide  for  a  National 
University.  Would  it  then  follow  that  we  might 
so  into  the  State  of  North  Carolina  and  take 
yoor  property — property  secured  to  you  by  the 
laws  of  that  State— to  make  this  establishment 
upoDi  Could  we  Uke  the  public  propertv  of 
that  Bute  for  this  purpose?  To  both  of  these 
questions,  every  man  who  understands  anything 
of  the  Coostitutian  will  proinptly  answer,  do. 
This  power  then  to  raise  money,  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  a  National  University,  is  only  a 
lull  Co2r.  3d  Sjbss.— 21 


power  to  raise  money :  and,  for  the  means  of  apply- 
ing it,  we  must  search  for  our  power  in  anotiier 
part  of  the  Constitution.  On  doing  this  we  should 
find  that  we  mttst  erect  the  university  either  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  or  in  one  of  the  Terri* 
tories  over  which  We  have  exclusive  jurisdiction ; 
or,  in  case  we  should  choose  to  erect  it  within 
the  limits  of  a  particular  State,  we  must  first  not 
onljr  pttrchase  the  land,  but  obcatn  a  cession  of 
the  jurisdiction  from  the  State  government.  The 
phrase  of  promdingfcr  the  general  iBelfare^  thea, 
is  a  mere  qualification  of  the  power  to  levy  taxes, 
and  can  give  no  authority  in  relation  to  banks. 

There  is  one  more,  ^nd  1  believe  Sut  one  more ^ 
provision  in  the  Constitution,  which  is  relied  on 
as  aaiboriztng  the  establishment  of  this  bank.' 
It  is  this ;  ''Cooffress  shall  have  a  riffht  to  dispose 
I  of  and  make- all  needful  roles  and  regulations 
respecting  the  territory  or  other  property  of  the 
*  United  States.^  It  is  said  that,  in  virtue  of  this 
pravisioD,  Congress  have  established  the  Territo- 
rial governments,  which  are  corporations  of  the 
highest  and  mort  extensive  natiure,  exercising  po- 
litical powers  over  the  person  as  well  as  the  pro- 
perty of  citizens  of  the  United  States;  and  that 
no  complaint  has  been  made,  that  Congress  has 
exceeded  its  authority,  in  this  particular.  Why 
may  we  not,  then,  it  is  asked,  establish  corpora- 
tions to  regulate  and  manage  the  personal  pro- 
perty of  the  United  States,  which  is  coupled  in 
the  Constitution  with  the  territorial  property? 
The  fallacy  of  this  argument  consists  in  not  mark- 
ing the  distinction,  which  exhits  in  the^ie  two 
species  of  property,  and  the  consequent  powers 
of  the  Qovernment  over  them.  The  property 
which  the  United  States  possess  in  the  .territo- 
rial lands  is  not  a  mere  right  of  soil,  a  mere 
umtfructr^hnx  it  also  includes  the  ri^ht  of  juris- 
diction and  sovereignty.  It  is  in  virtue  of  this 
right  of  jurisdiction,  of  those  sovereign  plenary 
and  exclusive  powers  over  the. Territories,  which 
I  noticed  in  a  former  part  of  my  observations, 
that  these  corporations  o^  Territorial  governments 
have  been  established.  On  the  other  hand,  our 
revenues  are  not  only  pergonal  property^  But  a 
qualified  property — they  are  collected  for  cer* 
tain  objects,  and  are  subject  tn  tranaiiu  to  the 
local  jurisdictions.  This  argument,  then,  which 
is  founded  on  an  analogy  that  does  not  exist,  must 
fall  with  the  analogy  that  supports  it. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  my  honorable  friend  (Mr. 
FiaK)  has  advanced  a  new  argument  in  support 
of  the  constitutionality  of  this  bank— an  argu- 
ment, not  deduced  from  the  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution itself,  but  founded  on  prescription.  He 
tells  us  that  this  bank  was  originally  incorporated 
by  a  Congress  fully  competent  and  qualified  to 
decide  on  its  constitutionality ;  that  its  existence 
is  almost  coeval  with  the  Qovernment ;  that  it 
has  been  countenanced  by  all  succeeding  Admin- 
istrations ;  that  laws  have  been  passed  to  enforce 
the  provisions  of  the  original  charter  \  and  there- 
fore the  Constitutional  questioi\  most  be  consid- 
ered as  settled,  adjudicated,  and  at  rest. 

Whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  the  gentlemen 
of  the  long  w^  I  oannot  ibr  myselfi  yield  to  this 
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doctrine  oi preBcrjptive  Cooiititution«l  righta.  It 
may  answer  in  Knglaod,  where  they  have  no 
coDstitutioD ;  or  wh^re,  rather,  as  tbey  choose  to 
explain  it,  immemorial  usui^e,  or  prescription,  are 
evidence  of  what  their  Constitution  is.  It  may 
do  in  ConD«eticut — (it  is  not  mv  design  to  dero- 
gate from  jfhe  respectability  of  that  State,  nor  of 
Its  institutions) — it  may  he  good  doctrine  in  Con- 
'  necticut,  where  ancieni  customs  and  steady  habits 
are  their  constilutioa.  Bert,  sir,  doctrine  should 
never  be  tolerated  in  this  House,  where  every 
member  has  a  printed  ConatiUUion  on  his  table 
before  him'— a  Constitution  drawn  «p  with  the 
greatest  care  and  deliberation;  with  the  utmost 
fttteotion  to  perspicuity  and  precision.  A  Con- 
atitution,  the  injunctions  of  which,  as  we,  in  our 
heat  judgments  shali  understand  them,  and  not 
.as  they  shall  be  interpreted  to  us  by  others,  we 
are  solemnly  bound,  bv  our  oaihs,  to  obey. 

It  is  true  that- this  bank  was  originally  estab- 
lished by  a  Congress  competeoi  to  judge  of  its 
constitutionality.  It  is  equally  true  that  a  re- 
spectable minority  of  that  Congress  opposed  the 
pASsage  of  the  law,  on,  the  ground  of  its  uneen- 
Btitutionality ;  and  if  1  have  been  rightly  informed, 
it  is  also  true  that  the  then  President,  General. 
Wasbjnoton,  in  giving  his  sanction  to  that  law, 
did  it  with  more  doubt  and  hesitation,  than  almost 
any  other  act  of  his  Administration. 

It  is  true  thiit  subsequent  Congresses,  of  differ- 
ent political  complexions,  have  passed  laws  en- 
'  forcing  the  provisions  of  the  original  charter ; 
And  that  no  attempts  have  been  made  to  repeal 
it.  But  it  is  equally  true,  that  all  this  might  be 
done  away  with  the  most  perfect  propriety  and 
consistency,  although  they  totally  disbelieved  in* 
its  constitutionality.  I  need  not  state  to  this 
House,  that  this  is  not  a  law  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  legislation— •a  law  prescrihing  a  common  rule 
of  conduct  for  the  government  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  at  large— liable  to  be  repealed 
at  any  time;  and  the  obiigatfons  of  which  would 
«ease  with  its  repeal.  This,  sir,  \%  not  the  nature 
of  the  law,  but  it  is  a  law  in  the  nature  of  a  contract 
between  the  Government  and  certain  individuals, 
and  the  existence  of  it  was  extended  to  twenty 
years.  The  momept  this  contract  was  made, 
and  its  operations  commenoed,  private  rights  were 
Tested ;  and  it  would  have  been  a  breach  of  na- 
tional faith  to  have  repealed  it.  The  ori^oal 
Congress  had  the  jsame  right  that  we  have  to 
Judge  of  the  constitutionaiity  of  a  law  \  and  hav- 
ing, under  that  right,  passed  this  law  or  made 
this  contract,  we  are  bound  to  carry  it,  as  a  eonr 
tract,  into  execution.  As  a  contract,  every  suc- 
cessive Congress,  of  whatever  materials  com- 
posed, is  one  party  to  it;  and  it  is  well  known 
that  a.party  cannot  violate  the  obligations  of  his 
t>wn  contract ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  is  bound  to 
carry  them  into  effect.  It  was  competent  in  ihe 
State  governments  to  have  opposed  the  execution 
on  the  ground  of  its  unconstitutionality ;  but,  per- 
haps, under  all  circumstances,  they  acted  a  wise 
and  discreet  part,  in  not  attempting  it.  The  na- 
tional faith  was  pledged  in  the  pasi^ge  of  this 
law.    The  national  credit,  which  it  was  at  that 


time,  and  which  indeed  it  is  at  all  times,  of  the 
first  importance  to  support,  was  at  stake  oo  the 
faithfal  execution  of  this  contract;  and  it  was 
better  to  suffer  for  twenty  years,  under  an  ODooa- 
stitutlonal  law,  rather  than  to  attempt  so  vicAeat 
a  remedy — a  remedy  which  would  have  crippled 
the  credit  of  the  nation  in  its  infancy. 

But,  sir,  because  these  were  proper  coDsiden- 
tions  with  our  predecessors  and  the  States,  to 
suffer  the  continuance  of  this  law,  does  it  follow. 
that  now,  when  that  law  has  expired  byiuown 
limitation^  when  the  obligations  of  that  cootnct 
are  complied  with  and  discharged,  when  theaa- 
tional  faiib  is  emancipated, that  they  are  molires 
for  us  to  make  a  new  unconstitutional  eootnctl 
No,  sir.  The  question  now  is  a  question  dt  tm. 
It  is  a  question  of. conscience  in  the  ioterpreu- 
tion  of  the  letter  and  ^irit  of  the  Constiiutloii; 
unembarrassed  by  any  collateral  conNderatioBs; 
and  as  such,  I  6hall  leel  bound  to  vote  upoa  it 
.It  is  the  province  of  the  Executive  and  Jodieisl 
deparfments  to  explain  and.  direct  the  practiol 
4>peration  of  each  particular  law ;  and  I  most 
submit  to  the  decisions.  But  the  comineDiaiic 
of  courts  are  not  to  furnish  the  principles  u[m 
which- 1  am  afterwards  to  legislate.  It  is  to  this 
book,  (the  Constitution)  sojustly  dear  toasall.iiKi 
not  to  the  books  of  reporta,  that  we  must  looits 
a  guide,  to  direct  us  in  the  path  of  our  oatha&d 
our  duly. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  I  have  gone  throagii,iamelf. 
I  know,  but  I  hope  inielligibly,  with  tbeezaiat- 
nation  of  all  the  principal  arguments,  that  have 
been  adyanced  in  support  of  the  coostituiioaalitf 
of  this  law.  Having  already  occupied  somtttii 
time,  I  will  detain  the  Commluee  bat  a  few  mo- 
ments longer. 

If  the  views  which  I  have  taken  of  the  subject 
are  correct,  these  positions  may  be  coosidere^: 
First,  that  we  have  no  right  to  incorporate  a  biak, 
unless  that  right  bedelej^ted  by  the  Coostitutiop; 
for  such  is  tlie  declaration  of  the  Coostiuitloa  it* 
aelf.  Secondly,  that  if  this  right  be  given  by  ^} 
Constitution,  it  is  included  in  sooie  m  the  provi* 
sions  upon  which  I  have  been  commenting. 

The  only  question,  then,  as  elates  to  the  Cob- 
stitution,  is,  whether  we  shall,  by  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  recognise  the  doctrine  ot  implied  or  eoa* 
structive  powers.  Before  we  do  this,  I  mustn- 
treatevery  member  of  the  Committee  to  examiat 
Well  the>  consequences  of  such  a  recogaitioB- 
This  is  not  a  question  about  the  utility  or  ioutilitf 
of  a  bank ;  but  rl  is  a  great  question  of  OoBstua- 
tional  principle.  It  is,  whether  we  shall  consider 
ihui  Government  as  the  servant  and  instrumeiU 
of  the  people  for  managing  and  protectiog  ^^^ 
rights,  and  subject  at  alt  times  fo  their  control; 
or  whether  we  shall  make  it  a  giant  capable  ot 
crushing  its  masters.  A  moment's  careful  atten- 
tion to  this  subject  will  show  that  the  doctriae 
of  implied  or  ooositractive  powers,  as  contended 
for  in  this  case,  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  tbe 
doctrine  of  general  expediency;  and  that  ooce 
established,  it  will  warrant  Congress  in  tbead<^ 
tion  of  an^  measure  aot  expressly  prohibited  of 
the  Constituiioa. 
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The  great  ends  or  purposes  of  our  Qbvemrnent 
are  the  liberty,  the  security,  aud  the  happiness 
of  the  people.  The  raising  and  management  of 
revenue,  the  estafaHsbment'and  support  of  armies, 
the  institution  of  courts  of  justice,  and  the  regu- 
lation of  trade  and  intercourse  between  the  S^lates 
and  foreign  nations,  are  some  of  the  great  means 
or  instruments  by  which  these  results  are  finally 
produced.  There  is  a  natural  and  ultimate  con- 
nexion and  coincidence  between  all  these  great 
measures  or  powers  of  gorernment — they  are  ex- 
pressly calculated  to  aid  and  assist  each  other  in 
their  operatiooa,  and,  in  fact,  form  different  parta 
only  of  one  great  political  maebrna  fiver  y  possi- 
ble measure  of  ciril  policy  is  expedient,  exactly 
in  proportion  tails  fitness  or  tendency  to  promote 
the  combined  operation  of  these  great  causes  or 
instramenta  of  human  happiness  and  security. 
Bot,  air,  by  the  do^^trine  of  implied  powers,  the 
eonstittttionality  of  every  measure  t^also  made  to 
depend  on  its  tendencyor  fitness  to  promote  the 
final  objects  for  which  these  various  powers  are 
given;  and  thus  resolves  itself  into  a  question  of 
expediency. 

From  the  riew  we  have' taken  of  the  arguments 
in  support  of  the  right  to  incorporate  this  bank, 
said  Idr.  P.,  we  perceive  that  its  constitutionality 
is  not  made  to  depend  on  the  peculiar  applicabil- 
ity of  the  measure  to  any  particular  power  in  the 
Constitution  ;  for  it  is  equally  applicable  to  half 
a  dozen  diflferent  powers — but  its  constitutionality 
is  made  to  depend  on  its  general  tendency  to  pro- 
mote the  ultimate  objects  for  which  these  differ- 
ent powers  were  given.  In  other  words,  it  is 
made  to  depend  on  its  expediency.  We  speak  of 
implied  powers  as  innocent things-^as  matters. of 
course.  But  the  idea  of  express  CoOstitutional 
powers  and  implied  C pnsU tuti on al  powers,  gives. 
as  the  exact  definitions  of  liauted  and  arbitrary 
Gover»ments.  The  final  object  of  -both  these 
€k>verniBenta  is  the  same*<-the  happiness  of  the 
people.  Tbe  only  difference  between  them  is, 
that  in  ibeone  ease  the  powers  or  means  by  whitefh 
this  end  is  attained,  or  intended  to  be  attained, 
are  limited  and  defined ;  in  the  other  they  rest  on 
the  discretion  or- will  of  the  despot — they  are  all, 
with  him.  questions  Of  expediency. 

There  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  this 
subject  may  be  placed ;  and  in  which,  it  seems 
to  me  impossible  for  the  strongest  advocates  of 
implied  powers  toreconcile  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
It  will  not  be  denied,  that  the  Constitution  contem- 
plates the  existence  of  two  distinct  sets  of  pow- 
ers— the  one  in  the  State  governments,  and  the 
other  in  the  Federal  Qovernment.  That  there 
are  certain  powers  which  may  be  said  to  belong 
peculiarly  and  exclusively  to  the  State  govern- 
ments ;  and  certain  other  powera  which  may  be 
said  to  belong  peculiarly  and  exclusively  to  the 
Federal  Government.  Now,  sir,  if  there  he  any 
power  which  can  be  said  to  belong  peculiarly 
and  exclusively  to  the-  State  governments,  it  is, 
in  ray  hutttble  apprehension,  the  very  power  of 
erecting  corporations  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  moneyed  or  other  operations^  connected  im- 
mediately, necesaarily,' and  ioaeparftbly  with  th^ 


internal  political  economy  of  the  State ;  it  is  the 
power  of  regulating  the  rights  and  relations  of 
property  between  citizen  and  citizen  of  the  samo 
State  J  it  is  the  power  of  erecting  a  banking  com- 
pany, in  order  to  facilitate  and  direct  the  daily 
and  ordinary  operations  of  trade  and  industry 
among  the  citizens  of  the  same  State.  Aithongh, 
then,  1  say,  the  power  of  incorporating  a  bank 
might,  at  first,  aeem  to  be  implied  in  some  of  the 
powera  of  the  Federal  Constitution;  yet.  when 
we  ^ee  that,  in  its  exercise,  it  goes  to  obliterate 
and  destroy  the  great  characteristic  feature  of 
distributive  power  in  this  Republic — when  we 
see  that,  in  its  execution,  it  obtrudes  and  ramifies 
itself  into  all  the  transactions  of  domestic  econ- 
omy, which  are  the  peculiar  subjects  of  local  or 
State  joegulation^-we  ought,  on  that  account,  to 
reject  it. 

But,  sir,  I  will  conclude  by  again  cautioning  my 
Republican  frieadS)  and  my  worthy  colleague  in 
particular,  to  beware  how  they  familiarize  thera- 
Hclvea  with  thi^s  doctrine  of  constructive  power. 
It  is  a  creed,  at  war  with  the  vital  principles  of 
political  liberty.  The  pride  and  the  boast  of  the 
American  Governments  is,  that  they  are  the  gor* 
ernments  of  the  laws  and  not  of  men — that  they 
are. the  regular  and  necessary  operations  and  re* 
suits  of  principles  and  powers,  established  in  tho 
moments  of  cool  and  deliberate  reflection,  by  thy, 
combined  wisdom  of  the  natioki ;  and  that  they 
are  not  the  effects  of  the  momentary  passion, 
pride»,in4erest^  whiin,or  caprice  of  a  few  mdivid- 
nals  collected  on  this  floor. 

Little  did  the  framers  of  this  Constitution, 
when  they  were  so  nicely  adjusting  and  balancing 
its  various  provisions— when  they  were  so  care* 
fully  erecting  guards  and  barriers  against  the  en- 
croachments of  power  and  ambition— little,  I  say. 
sir,  did  they  imagine,  that  there  t lay  concealed 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution,  a  secret 
and  sleepine  power,  which  could,  in  a  moment, 
prostrate  ail  their  labors  with  the  dust.  Still 
lessfsir,  did  the  people  when  they  adopted  this 
Gokistitution.  with  even  Ojiore  caution  and  scruple 
than  that  with  which  it  was  formed,  conjecture 
thai  they  were  signing  the  death-warrant  of  all 
their  State  rights.  But,  once  adopt  the  fioctrine 
that  you  may  travel  out  of  the  letter  of  this  Con- 
St itution,  and  assume  powers,  merely  on  the  ground 
that  they  will  tend  to  facilitate  the  execution 
of  powers  which  are  here  given  {.and  you  com- 
-pass,  at  a  single  sweep^  ail  the  rights  of  the 
States ;  and  form  the  basu  of  a  consobdated  Gov- 
ernment. 

Let  >  the  principle  of  constructive  or  implied 
powers  be  once  established,  in  the  extent  to  which' 
iumust  be  carried,  in  order  to  pass  this  bill,  and 
you  will  have  planted  in  the  bosom  of  this  Con- 
stitution a  viper,  which,  one  day  or  another,  will 
sting  the  liberties  of  this  country  to  the  heart. 

When  At r.  Porter  had  concluded  his  speech, 
the  question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  first 
section,  and  carried— 59  to  46. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  to  the  Hoose^ 
who  adjourned  without  taking  a  question  on  the 
report. 
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Baturdat,  Jajmary  19. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  New  York, 
BaR6Nt  Qardbnusb,  appeared,  and  took  hu  aeat. 

The  Speaker  having  informed  the  House  that 
be  bad  some  coofidentiai  commooications  to 
make,  the  galleries  were  cleared  and  the  doora 
closed,  and,  oaviog  remained  ao  for  some  time, 
were  asain  opened.  . 

Mr.  McKui  presented  a  petition  from  the  me* 
ebanics,  manuitctures,  traders,  and  other  inhabit- 
ants of  BaltimoTe,  and  a  memorial. of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  tbe  BaUimore  Insurance 
Company,  respectively  praying  a  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  United  States.*-Order« 
e4  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  Garobnier  presented  a  xnemortal  inf  tbe 
United  Insurance  Company  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  of  the  New  Yorklnsurance  Company, 

graying  a  renewal  of  tbe  charter  of  tbe  United 
'tales  JBank.— Ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 
Mr.  MiTCHiLL  presented  at  petition  of  John 
Bioreo,  W.  John  Duane,  and  Roger  C.  Weight- 
man,  praying  tbe  patronage  and  aid  of  Congress 
io  printing  an  edition  of  tbe  laws  of  the  Untied 
States.— Ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  MiTOBii^  Mr.  RrNaooi.D,  and  Mr.  Set- 
wrt,  were  appointed  tbe  committee. 

Mr.  Potter  presented  a  petition  of  tbe  OAcers 
of  tbe  Rbode  Island  Line  of  tbe  Revolutionary 
Army^  praying  that  Congress  will  take  their  case 
into  eonsidei^ation,  and  grant  .them,  and  others 
similarly  situated,  half  pay  for  life.^Relerfed  to 
tbe  committee  appointed,  on  the  Iweniy-fourth 
ultimo,  on  petitions  from  other  Officers  of  the 
RcTolutionalry  Army. 

Mr.  MiTOBiLL  also  reported* at  large  on  tbe  pe-> 
tition  of  Juhn  Brumbaen  and  others. 

[Tbe  petittooers  are  owners  of  merobaat  malls, 
and  complain  that  tbeyare  obliged  to  pay  Oliver 
Bvans  for  licenses  to  use  bis  elevators  and  other 
machinery,  although  this  apparatus  was  erected 
(^Ur  tbe  expiration  of  Evans's  first  patent,  and 
btfore  the  granting  of  his  second  patent,  under  the 
act  of  Congress  of  January  7, 1306.] 

Tbe  report  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a 
Commiftee  of  tbe  Whole. 

EDMUND  BKOOKE. 

Mr.  Root,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Claims, 
Blade  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Bdmund  Brooke; 
wbicb  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
tbe  whole  House  on  Friday' Rezt. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  tbe  petitioner  claims  pay,  commutation,  and 
bonnij  lands,  Ibr  his  services  in  the  RevolalioQ,  ss  fint 
lieutenant  in  the  first  regiment  of  Virginia  artilleiy*  on 
tbe  Continental  estaUisbment.  He  states  tbat  be  was 
^pointed  to  that  ofiice  in  Februaiy,  178U  and  contin- 
ued in  service  tilt  tbe  siege  of  York,  **  when,  being 
extremely  ill,  he  was  compelled  to  ask  a  furlough  for  a 
frw  weeks."  The  petitioner  does  not  even  state  that 
be  ever  afterwards  joined  the  Army,  but  that  he  held 
bimself  in  readiness  to  obey  any  call  that  might  be  made 
on  him. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  from  this  statement 
of  kcts,  tbat  tbe  acts  of  liinitation  wodd  be  amjfty  snf- 


i fioient 40  oi^pese  tbis daim ;  ha% eeeneef  the bu- 
hers  of  your  committee  bas  expressed  a  desirB  that* 
detailed  report  be  made,  and  as  the  vote  of  the  Hooae 
a  few  days  since,  on  tbe  claim  of  £dwin  C«  Bn«a, 
seems  to  have  exprcFsed  a  decided  oppositioii  to  0» 
efficacy  of  those  acts,  they  proceed  to  perform  the  tuk 
assigned  them.  They  are  not  sure  that  they  caa 
present  this  case  as  its  original  merits  would  have 
required.  This  daim  has  often  been  be&re  CoDgres, 
and  was  reported  against  at  the  last  session ;  and  the 
committee,  before  they'  proceed,  cannot  but  eipreta 
their  regret  tbat  the  pertinacity  of  ctaimanti  hti,  in 
some  measure,  been  encouraged  by  the  apparent  aae> 
oeas  of  seme  supposed  fortunate  dmimaatB.  The  cmb- 
mittee  proceed  to  iavestigmtfB  tbe  sevesal  items  of  dainf 
in  Ibe  oider  in  wbieb  tbey  are  daimed. 

1.  Foy.— Qy  a  certificate,  dated  tbe  17tk  of  MaRh, 
1796,  signed  **  Andrew  Dunsooasb,  late  assistsnt  cobf 
miflsiooer  of  army  «ecaimls,  Yhrginia,''  produced  aiii 
supposed  by  the  petitioner,  aad  lelerred  to  in  hispeti> 
tion,  are  these  words :  '*  From  an  exeinination  «f  ihi 
books  in  tbe  offiee  of  tbe  Auditor  of  the  8tats  of  Vir* 
ginta*  it  appears  that  Colonel  Davalaettled  the  secsul 
of  Sdmona  Brooke,  as  a  Uetttenant  of  sitiilegry  oo  tie 
5tb  day  of  Marqb,  1784.'' 

2.  Z^preeiatim  o/jsajr«— By  the  resolve  of  Gengrwr 
of  the  lOtb  Aprilj  1780,  <«  the  line  of  tbe  srmy.sadtha 
independent  corps  thereof,"  vreve  pvomiee^  whtn  tie 
public  fiofinces  would  admit,  tbat  tbe  defideocy  of  their 
pay,  occasioned  by  depreciation,  should  be  mside  goodi 
but  this  provisioa  is  not  applicable  to  any  but  lOch  at 
were  engaged  during  tbe  war,  or  for  three  years,  and 
were  then  in  service*  The  petitioner  does  sot  come 
within  the  provisions  of  this  resolution^ 

3.  Commutation. — By  a  resolution  of  CongreaB,  of 
tbe  22d  March,  1783,  all  officers  then  in  Kr^ ice,  and 
who  should  continue  therein  to  tbe  end  of  the  war, 
were  entitled  to  receive  the  amount  of  five  yean'  foU 
pay,  instead  of  the  half-pay  for  life  promised  by  tbe 
resohltion  of  the  Slot  October,  1780.  The  letter  reao- 
lution,  from  Its  obvious  import,  did  not  mske  protiaios 
for  any  officers  except  those  then  in  service  or  radvcc^ 
As  the  petitioner  was  not  then  in  service,  nee  redood 
in  October,  1780*  be  cenM  never  have  been  entitled  t» 
oommotation  bad  be  ooAtinued  in  eervice  to  the  sod  tf 
the  war*.  It  bas  long  since  been  saitled,  that  tbs  «tf 
en^sd  when  tbe  troops  were  disbanded,  oa  the  ^  0^ 
November,  17a3;  and  there  is  not  sufficMwU  prod  tbat 

he  continued  in  service  until  that  time. 
i.  Bounty /Ssfid^.^-^Thissnlgect  belongs  to  the  Tni> 

surjr  Department  Had  it  been  tbe  sole  prayer  of  tbe 
petition,  it  is  believed  it  would  not  have  been  referred 
to  your  committee. 

The  committee  recommend  to  tbe  H(Mse  the  adop* 
tibn  of  the  following  resolution : 

Ruohftdy  That  the  prayer  of  the  peti^oner  is  eotirdy 
unfi>unded,  and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

PATENT  LAWa 

Mr.  MrrcRiLL  made  a  report  from  the  seleet 
committee  appointed  on  tbe  12th  December,  1810) 
for  the  porpose  of  rerising  and  amendiDg  tbe  pat- 
ent  laws 

[The  report  is  by  bill.  It  eonsists  of  ibont 
twenty  sections;  and  is  a  revision  of  all  the  sett 
nowin  force  relative  to  intelleetaal  property,  witb 
such  amendments  as  experience  bas  soggest^-J 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  sm 
referred  to  a  Cdmiaittee  of  the  Wbolo. 
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PUBLIC  DBPOSITBS  IN  BANKS. 
Mr.  Lots  said  he  considered  the  vote  in  Com- 
mitiee  of  the  Whole  as  decisif  e  of  the  sense  of 
the  Hovse  againift  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
the  United  States'  Bank  Compaay.  '  It  Was  there- 
fore aecessarv  to  provide  immediately  for  sottie 
other  place  of  deposite  for  the  immense  property 
ofiht  United  Staiesiin  the  hands  of  that  company, 
and  that  which  woold  be  in  its  hands  by  the  time 
of  its  dissolntion,  if  the  law  was  not  repealed 
which  made  it  the  duty  of  the  collectors  to  •depo- 
site the  cn^tom- house  bonds  in  the  hands  of  that 
bank  and  its  branches.    It  was  certainly'  a  stake 
of  too  great  magnitude  to  suffer  it  to  fall  to  (he 
hands  of  the  executors  of  the  institution,  about 
to  become  defooct^  OTet,  whom  no  department  of 
Oovernmeni  would  hai^  even  the  semblance  of 
cheek  or  control,  now  said  to  exist  over  the  cor- 
mratiOn  itself.    It  was  stated  In  a  report  of  the 
BecreUiryofiheTreasurVjOf  the  9lhof  this  month, 
in  conseqneiice  of  a  resblution  of  this  House,  that 
on  the  1st  of  March,  there  would  probably  be  up- 
wards of  $3,600,000  of  specie  in  the  Treasurv; 
nearly  the  whole  of  which,  it  appears,  would  be 
deposited  in  th  is  bank.  In  the  annual  report^  made 
on  the  12th  of  December,  it  is  stated  that  there 
woQld  be  deposited  for  collection  bonds  which  are 
deemed  good,  to  the  amount  of  about  |11,000,000, 
and  that  the  importations  after  that  time  would 
be  safficient  to  meet  the  debentures ;  making,  ac- 
cording to  this  statement,  a  deposite  in  all  equal 
to  $18,500,000  on  the  1st  March  nelt. 

Hot  it  was  obvions,  the  specie  deposite  at  that 
time  would  probably  not  only  exceed,  fas  stated 
in  the  report  of  the  Oth.y  but  very  greatly  exceed 
$2^,000;  and  a  small  attention  to  those  two 
reports  will  show  that  the  estimate  of  the  Secre- 
tarf  was  made  under  the  iiifluenee  of  very  great 
caation,  in  rating  the  resources  of  the  Govern- 
sent 

In  the  annual  report  ?t  was  stated,  that,  on  the 
-Slst  December,  in  the  year  1810,  there  would  be 
a  probable  specie  balance  of  82,000,000.    This 
bslttBce  was  predicated  on  the  statement  under 
the  head  of  "^  No.  9,  last  quarter  of  the  year  1810," 
in  which  the  receipts  of  that  quarter  are  carried 
oat  ai  $2,500,000,  although  in  the  first  part  of  that 
report  it  is  stated  that  it  tvas  believed  that  the  net 
revenue  arising  from  duties  would  not  fall  short 
of  $12,000,000— making,  for  the  last  quarter  of 
1810,  the  sum  of  $4,500,000,  instead  of  $2,500,000. 
And,indeed,  when  the  time  when  importations 
recommenced  is  recollected,  and  that  they  have 
from  thence  to  the  present  been  as  great  o(  for- 
eign merchandise,  if  not  greater,  than  at  any  for- 
mer period  for  the  same  length  of  time ;  when 
it  is  considered  that  a  lar^e  portion  of  the  duties 
did  become  payable  during  the  last  quarter  of 
1810,it  cannot  be  asserted  that  the  expectation  of 
rvcelriog  a  net  sum  of  $4,500,000  was  unfounded. 
The  same  causes  will  certainly  warrant  the  ex- 
peciatioo  of  a  still  larger  receipt  of  revenue  in 
the  first  qtiarter  of  181 1 ;  but,  taking  it  at  the  sanie 
son),  and  takinfif  from  it  the  receipts  after  the  1st 
of  March,  would  leave  for  the  receipts  to  the  Isi 
of  Biareh  $3,000,000— making  a  total  of  receipts 


to  the  l^t  of  March,  of  $7,000,000  \  from  whicb| 
deducting  two  months  of  expenditure,  amouniiogi 
for  current  expenses  and  interest  of  public  debt, 
to  about  $1,330,000,  wiU  leave  the  sum  in  specie 
in  the  Treasury  of  $5,670,000.  This  aum,  with 
the  deposite  of  bonds,  will  not  be  much  short  of 
$17,000,000. 

In  another  point  of  view,  Mr.  L.  said,  it  might 
be  important  to  take  immediate  steps  for  the 
removal  of  the  specie  deposited  from  the  United 
States'  Bank.  '  It  might  aid  the  banks  into  which 
it  would  be  deposited  in  affording  the  accommo> 
dations  which  the  present  state  of  mercantile 
resources  had  made  so  necessary.  This  deposite 
could  not  be  less  for  some  months ;  and,  even  after 
payinfi[  the  money  borrowed  from  the  United 
States^  Bank,  (which  might  as  well  be  done  to- 
morrow as  any  other  time,)  would  leave  a  sur- 
plus of  nearly  $3,000,000  on  the  1st  of  March. 
.Vlr.  L.  therefore  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  he  read,  and  asked  should  he  on  the 
table: 

Hetohedf '  Tbat  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  so  much  of 
an  act  psMsd  the  10th  May,  1800,  as  makes  it  the  duty 
of  certain  cottectors  to  deposite  for  collection  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  8tates>  or  any  of  its  branches,  the 
bonds  taken  by  Uiem  for  the  payment  of  duties.  Ant 
that  it  is  expedient  to  provide  that  tho  bonds  or  mon- 
eys BOW  deposited  in  the  said  bank  and  its  branchoi 
may  be  withdrawn. 

RBMI88I0N  OF  PINB8,  dkc 
Mr.  Newton  reported  the  following  bill: 

A  BiU  to  MOHt  oartain  fines,  peitaltiea»  and  forftitoraa* 

Be  ii  tnaeUdf  by  the  Smateimd  Hou9e  tfRqr^ 
wentuiheB  of  the  Omitd  Shdm  ofAmerioM,  in  Vm^ 
gnn  amitnikd^  That  all  flnes>  penalties,  and  forfetft- 
lures,  incurred  m  the  following  description  of  case*^ 
to  wit :  first,  of  vessels  which  have  entered  a  BritidL 
port  since  the  tenth  June  last,  or  which  may  hereaftsr 
enter  su/ch  port,  having  sailed  for  the  same  before  in- 
formation of  the  Proclamation  of  die  ninth  of  Augniri^ 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  had  been  received 
at  the  port  of  departure  ;  so  far  as  relates  to  any  for- 
feiture or  penaltv  which  may  accrue  or  have  accrued 
by  reason  of  their  having  thus  entered  a  British  port. 
Secondly,  of  vessels  which  have  arrived,  either  from 
Britidi  ports,  or  vrith  British  merchandise,  in  the  Unl^ 
ted  States,  subsequent  to  the  tenth  of  June  last ;  and 
also  of  vessels  which  may  hereafter  tiius  arrive,  havmg 
failed  for  the  United  Slates  before  inibrmatfon  of  tlie 
Proclamation  of  ^0  ninth  August^  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  nine,  shall  have  been  received  at  the  pott 
of  departure ;  so  for  as  relatefe  to  any  forfoitare  or  pen- 
alty, accruing  foam  having  arrived  or  arriving  in  the 
United  States,  from  British  ports  or  with  British  mee- 
ohandise.    And,  thirdly,  of  vessels  now  owned  by  ctti- 
senaof  the  United  States,  and  sailing  under  the  Amer- 
ican flag,  whichr  being  in  a  foreign  port  at  the  iinae 
when  the  Proclamation  of  the  ninth  August,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  nine,  shall  have  been  known 
at  such  port,  shall,  in  forty  days  after  knowledge  of  the 
said  Proclamation,  depart  or  have  dcpsrted  therefrom, 
and  returned  widiout  delay  to  the  United  SUtes ;  ao 
for  as  relates  to  any  forfoiture  or  penalty  accruing  frOSi 
their  arriving  in  the  United  States  from  British  porta, 
or  with  British  mercbandiseM-be  and  the  same  Urn 
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Iwraby  remitted,  any  law  to  the  oontrwry  AOtwith- 
standing. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  aad  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  Sawysr  called  for  the  order  of  ihe  day  on 
the  unfinished  bosiness  of  yesterday — (he  bill  con- 
tinuing the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.FisK  moved  that  it  shoaldlie  on  the  table. 
This  was  disagreed  to—- 57  to  46. 

The  Hoase  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
unfinished  business,  and  the  question  to  concur 
with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  to  con- 
tinue, for  a  further  time,  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  being  stated — 

.Mr.DESBAsatd:  Mr.Speaker,the  question  is  on 
a  concurrence  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
in  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  that 
contemplates  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  iJnited  States;  or,  in  other  wordA,  whe- 
ther we  will  foster  a  viper  ip  the  bosom  of  our 
coantry.  that  will  spread  its  deadly  venom  over 
the  lano,  and  finally  aflfect  the  vitals  of  your  re- 
publican institutions ;  or,  whether  we  will,  as  it 
IS  our  duty,  apnly  the  proper  antidote^  by  a  re- 
fusal to  renew  tne  charter,  thereby  checking  the 
cankering  poison,  the  importation  and  dissem- 
ination of  foreign  influence,  that  has  already 
brought  our  Qovernmeni  almost  to  the  brink  o'f 
ruin.  Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  the  renewal  of  the 
charter,  on  Constitutional  ground,  as  well  as  on 
the  score  of  expediency.  I  view  it  as  being  di- 
rectly at  war  with  not  only  the  letter  but  the 
apirit  of  the  Constitution,  and  replete  with  prin- 
ciples incompatible  with  republicanism.  As  to  the 
oonsdtutionality,  the  ground  that  I  intended  to 
have  occupied  was  taken  from  me  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  who  spoke  yesterday,  (Mt^ 
PoRTEB,)  and  I  will  say  ably  managed.  The 
points  he  made  I  consider  incontrovertible,  and 
the  arguments  deduced  from  them  unanswerable ; 
consequently,  as  I  deem  the  Constitutional  ques- 
tion nearly  exhausted,  I  shall  but  barely  touch 
upon  it.  The  States,  sir,  from  the  time  they  de- 
termined to  be  free,  were  particularly  guarded 
against  the  adoption  of  anv  measure  tbai  could 
in  the  most  remote  degree  lead  to  aristocracy  or 
coDsoiidation.  Let  gentlemen  examine  that  in- 
strument, the  pledge  of  union — 1  mean  the  Arti- 
cles of  Confederation,  they  will  find  it  couched  in 
cautious  language;  they  will  find  that  the  framers 
of  that  instrument  were  particularly  guarded 
against  vesting  powers  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment that  could  in  the  most  distant  manner  place 
their  rights  and  liberties  in  jeopardy;  they  no 
doubt^  viewed  large  moneyed  institutions,  like 
the  one  under  consideration,  as  moneyed  aris- 
tocracies, which  might  with  their  different  ram- 
ifications jeopardize  liberty  by  imperceptibly 
gliding  into  consolidation,  A  power  expressly 
given  to  the  General  Government  to  grant  char- 
ters of  incorporation  will  not  be  founain  the  Ar- 
ticles of  Confederation  i  and  if  gentlemen  will  cast 


their  eyes  over  the  second  avticle  of  that  instni- 
ment,  they  will  find  it  expressly  provides,  tbtt 
each  State  retains  its  sovereignty*  freedom,  iq4 
independence,  and  every  power,  juri8dictios,ui 
right,  which  is  not  by  the  Articles  of  Confede ration 
expressly  delegated  to  the  Uoitid  States  io  Con- 

?;ress  assembled.  This,  ^ir,  I  show  to  prove,  ihit 
rom  the  time  the  Slates  determined  to  shake  off 
the  shackles  of  despotism,  the  power  of  grsDliD; 
charters  ofincorporatioo  'was  never  intended  tobc 
given  to  the  General  Government. 

Sir,  those  gentleman  who  are  the  advocates  of 
this  measure  will  not  pretend,  that  the  power  to 
grant  charters  is  expressly  given  by  the  Uoostita- 
tion ;  and,  sir,  they  must  be  well  apprized  that 
such  a  power  was  intended  to  be  given.  This  fact 
ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of.  Did  not  Mr.  Madisoa 
urge  in  energetic  language,  in  1791,  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  that  the  power  to  grant  charters  of 
incorporation  was  in  the  original  plan,  reported 
by  the  committee  to  the  Convention  amoag  tke 
enumerated  powers  delegated  in  the  eighth  sec* 
tion  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitotioo,  iwt 
that  after  three  days  deliberation,  and  ardent  de 
bate,  it  was  expunged,  as  a  power  dangeroos  and 
improper  to  be  vested  in  the  General  GoveranieQi? 
It  is  on  remote  constructive  powers  that  geoile* 
men  must  bottom  this  measure;  and  in  my  mind, 
there  they  are  cut  short  by  the  10th  article  of  the 
amendment  to.  the  Constitution  of  the  Uoited 
States,  where  it  expresslv  provides,  that,  "the 
^  powers  not  delegated  to  tne  United  States  by  the 
*  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States 
^  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the 
^  people.'^  Are  not  these  prohibitory  wordsstroDg\y 
and  clearly  expressed  1  Sir,  I  defy  gentlemen  to 
lay  their  finger  on  any  clause  of  the  Coastiiatioa 
that  would  justify  the  granting  monopoliei,  or 
exclusive  privileges  j  no,  sir,  it  cannot  be  done, 
unless  they  lay  hold  of  ^he  horrid  doctrine  of  im- 
plication, a  doctrine  as  absurd  as  it  is  dangeroos, 
particularly  when  you  have  a  specific  instroiDCOt 
for  your  guide,  and  one  which  you  have  takes  a 
solemn  obligation  to  support  inviolate.  1  bad 
hoped  that  the  doctrine  of  implied  povers  bad 
long  since  been  exploded.  Ever  since  the  reign  of 
terror,  ever  since  the  Federal  genilemeo,  under 
the  head  of  constructive  powers,  adopted  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws,  the  people  of  the  Uoited  Siatesj 
in  whom  the  powers  of  Governolent  rightfallf 
rest,  signified  their  dib>approbation  of  the  doctrine 
of  implication,  in  forcible  language,  bv  hurling 
the  then  majority  out  of  power.  Sir.  it  you  sob* 
scribe  to  this  doctrine,  the  barriers  ot  your  Gun* 
stiiution  are  broken  down ;  it  will  ultimately  be- 
come a  dead  letter,  you  will  have  nothing  to  re- 
strain you.  But,  say  gentlemen,  our  predecessors 
have  said  it  was  Constitutional ;  they  were  men 
of  wisdom,  and  solemnly  passed  upon  it,  as  being 
within  the  pale  of  the  Constituiioo.  Sir,  I  ac- 
knowledge they  were  men  of  wisdom,  and  pc^ 
haps  actuated  by  the  purest  of  motives;  but  thef 
were  men,  consequently  fallible  and  liable  to  err, 
and  in  mv  mind  they  did  err  most  egregiouslfj 
and  am  f  to  take  for  granted  what  they  hare 
done,  without  examining  and  judging  for  myseiv 
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particiiiarlf  wben  lamaeting  onder  the^olemntty 
of  an  oaih  ?  No,  sir,  while  i  have  the  honor  of 
a  seat  oo  this  floor,  aod  nay  measure  is  about  to 
be  adopted,  which  io  m/opioiou  Gonflicts  with 
that  instrameot  that  I  am  sworn  to  support,  I  will 
raise  mf  roiee  against  it,  aadif  possible  check  its 
progress. 

But,  sir,  we  are  gravely  told,  that  it  is  expedi* 
ent  to  renew  the  clmrter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted State^  inasmuch  as  the  evils  arising  to  Gov- 
ern meat  and  individuals  would  be  desperate  on 
its  being  suffered  to  eipire ;  therefore  it  was  Con- 
stitutional. Then,  rir,  we  are  to  understand  expe- 
diency and  constituttonaiity  to  be  synuuymoos 
terms;,  then,  if  that  is  the  fact,  the  Constitution 
is  a  nulbty  in  itself;  Congress  has  nothing  to  re- 
strain them  but  their  judgment.  They  are  fullv 
at  liberty  to  adopt  any  measure  they  may  tbink 
proper,  under  the  sweeping  clause  of  providing 
for  the  common  defenee  and  genei^aL  welfare. 

Sir,  mach  confidence  as  I  have  in  Congress,  al- 
ter witnessing  the  fluctuations  and  vibrations  that 
have  passed  in  review  for  several  sessions  past,  I 
am  afraid  your  Republican  Government  would 
be  prostrated,  your  liberties  would  be  shortly  at  an 
end.  Gkntlemen  talk  of  republicanism— they  say 
they  are  real  Americans  in' principle,  and  would 
go  any  lengths  that  was  necessary,  in  defending 
oar  rights  against  oppression — and,  sir,  at  the, 
same  ume  are  doing  the  very,tiiinft  our  lasting 
and  inveterate  enemy,  Britain,  would  wish  them 
to  do ;  and  ther  very  thing,  if  adopted,  that  will 
strengthen  her  power,  and  inevitably  accelerate 
the  disaotation  of  Government.  What  did  that 
able  siatesmati  say,  who,  with  some  gentlemen, 
has  been  considered  almost  oracular?  I  meaii 
sir.  Wtiliatn  Pitt.  Speaking  of  the  American 
poiiey :  ^Let  them  adopt  their  fuqding system, and 
go  into  their  banking  institutions,  and  their  Inde- 
pendence is  a  mere  phantom.''  Sir,  keep  close  to 
your  chartered  authorities,  or  the  most'  direful 
evils  await  you.  •  If  you  are  at  libeny  to  twist 
that  instrument,  on  which  the  perpetuity  of  your 
civil  liberty  depends,  into  any  shape  the  caprice 
of  party  may  think  proper,  you  may  calculate  on 
your  boasted'  institutions  being  of  but  short  dura-^ 
tioD.  If  your  Constitution  is  defective,  amend 
it.  The  manner  is  pointed  out,  aad  whksh  is  cer- 
tainly much  safer,  than  to  slide  into  the  danger- 
ous doctrine  of  implication.  If  you  can  multiply 
and  link  together  remote  implications,  you  may 
from  the  same  parity  of  reasoning  take  in  every 
object  of  legislation  that  comes  within  the  whole 
scope  of  the  political  sphere. 

Sir,  it  is  not  only  as^onishiug,  but  painful,  to 
behold  gentlemen,  who  on  former  occasions  were 
loud  against  the  doctrine  of  constructive  powers, 
now  its  warmest  advocates.  They  come  forward 
with  the  greatest  ardor  imaginable,  in  support  of 
a  measure  that  has  nothing  in  the  Constitution 
on  which  they  can  bottom  it,  without  laying  hold 
of  the  dangerous  doctrine  of  implication.  The 
Pederal  gentlemen  have  the  same  justification  for 
the  adoption  of  this  measure  that  they  had  for 
the  adoption  of  the  alien  and  seilition  laws^  The 
doctrine  of  implied  powdfiwill  hold  them  out* 


But,  sir,  their  object  is  to  pull  down  the.  Admin- . 
istration  and  Republicanism — ours  to  support  it. 
The  minority  is  not  responsible;  the  majority 
has  the  whole  responsibility  on  their  shoulders;; 
consequently  ought  to  act  with  great  circumspee- 
tioD.    Sir,  what  were  the  causes  that  produced  a^ 
chaoffe  of  administration  ?    Was  it  not  Constitu-*- 
liODaTearoacbments  and  abuses'?    Most  unque»- 
tiooably  it  was.    And  will,  gentlemen  wantonly 
steer  their  bark  against  the  same  rock,  on  which* 
the  fdrmer  AdministTation  split.?    Rest  assured,, 
sir,  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  will  not 
tamely  look  on  and  see  their  sacred  bill  of  righta. 
trampled  under  foot.    No,  sir;  when  they  dis- 
cover a  disposition  in  the  public  agents  to  fritter 
away  their  Constitution  into  a  mere  cypher,  they^ 
will  rise  in  their  majesty,  and  in  a  Constitutional 
way  apply  the  proper  corrective.    They  will  tell 
you,  gentlemen,  that  you  have  betrayed  the  trust 
reposed  in  you,  by  abusing  the  powers  delegated, 
to  you  ;  that  you  must  give  place  to  more  able 
and  safer  hands  to  steer  the  national  bark. 
'  Well,  sir,  as  to  expediency,  we  are  told  that  in- 
evitable ruin  would  follow  a  refusal  to  renew  the 
charter. of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  it  is- 
improperly  called.    Pray;  sir,  in  what  way  have 
the  United  States  a  single  cent  of  money  or  in- 
terest in  this  bank  ?    Certainly  none.    Does  she 
not  merely  lend  her  name,  and  by  that  foster  spec- 
uiatioB?    Most  unquestionably  she  does.    For,, 
sir,  i  can  view  it  io  no  other  light,  than  a  com- 

Elete  system  of  speculation.  A  system,  sir,  that 
aadrained  a  considerable  portion  of  your  precious 
metals  from  your  country.  Has  there  not,  within 
less  than  twenty  y^ars.  nearly  nineteen  millions 
of  dollars,  dividends  arising  from  this  colossal 
bank,  been  principally  sent  out  of  the  country  to. 
fatten  the  European  shareholders,  who  are  the 
principal  stockt)olders7  For,  sir,  I  believe  it  will 
not  be  denied,  that  about  three-fourths  of  this  ten 
million  capital  belongs  to  foreigners,  and  princi- 
pally to  the  citizens  of  the  island  of  Britain  ;  the 
balance,  in  all  probability,  principally  to  her  aeents 
and  partisans  in  this  country.  For  I  recollect 
that  on  a  former  occasion,  a  gentleman  from  Vir-. 
ginia  laid' a  resolution  on  the  table  for  considera*, 
lion,  that  contemplated  making  the  shareholders 
known,  and  that  extraordinary  opposition  was 
manifested  by  the  other  side  of  the  House ;  I  pre* 
sume,  lest  the  measure  should  become  more  un-  • 
popular,  when  it  was  ascertained  that  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  capital  stock  belonged  to  Britain 
and  her  partisans. 

Mr.  Speaker,  money  is  naturally  calculated  to 
command  influence.    Then  what  must  be  the  in«. 
fiuence  wielded  by  this  ten  millions  of  capital  m 
the  bosom  of  our  country,  and  held  principally 
by  our  lasting  and  inveterate  enemy  ?    This  is 
one  of  the  engines,  and  no  inconsiderable  one, 
that  is  set  to  work,  in  order  to  overturn  civil  lib-  . 
erty,  and  which  will,  in  all  probability,  unless- 
checked  by  timely  resistance,  go  leojtths  in  pro- 
ducing the  effect:  and,  sir,  from  the  influence  it ' 
has  alreadv  obtained  in  different  sections  of  the 
Union,  anu  the  ardent  manner  it  is  advocated,  I 
should  not  be  surprised,  if  the  renewal  of  the  char-  '. 
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let  sboiiid  take  place — if  it  sboald  ultimately 
ttake  its  way  into  the  National  CounciU.    Let 
.•gentlemen  reflect  on  the  hardihood  of  the  agents 
«of  this  bank.    They  come  forward  iti  the  face  of 
ahe  nation  and  openly  offer  to  bribe  its  cooncils 
ivith  upwards  of  a  million  of  dollars  for  the  re- 
r  Dewal  of.  the  charter ;  for,  sir,  I  may  be  wrong, 
'4>ot  I  can  view  it  in  po  other  light  than  as  a  bribe 
in  order  to  obtain  the  natne  and  sanction  of  6ov- 
-ern men t to  carry  on  their  destracttve  speculations. 
Ibate  no  doubt  but  that  George  the  Third  is  a 
pnncipal  stockholder  in  this  bank,  and  I  belicTe. 
rraiher  than  not  succeed  in  obtaining  a  renewal  of 
the  charter,  that  he  would  authorize  his  agent  in 
this  country  to  bid  up  several  millions:  because, 
.sir,  he  has  nerer  pardoned  us  since  our  indepen- 
'dcaee,  and  by  this  means  he  wodld  necessarily 
^calculate  on  effectuating  his  nefarious  purposes  of 
<<»irerturning  your  Goyernment  and  bringing  you 
under  his  power  agidn,  and  which  would  be  a 
much  safer  method  than  encountering  the  Amer- 
icans in  arm^,  for  of  that  he  became,  extremely 
tired  when  we  were  in  a  state  of  infancy. 

But  it  is  sard,  that  this  bank  can  be  of  infinite 
service  to  Governtnentj  in  making  her  deposiies 
in,  and  in  case  of  necessity  to  borrow  monev  from, 
to  answer  gorerntnental  purposes.  Incleed,  sir,  if 
we  continue  temporizing  and  playing  the  losing 
game  much  longer,  we  will  have  but  Utile  to  de- 
posite.  And  would  it  not  be  as  safe  to  make  the 
deposites  in  some  of  the  State  banks  as  in  this 
foreign  bank  ?  For  we  must  be  in  a  desperate 
situation  indeed,  if  it  would  not  be  equaUy  as  safe 
to  trust  ourselves  as  to  trust  foreigners,  and  the 
▼ery  ones  who  are  oppressing  us,  and  whose  in- 
terest as  well  as  inclination  is  to  oppreM  us  in 
every  imaeioable  way.  And,  sir,  as  to  the  ob- 
taining of  loans  in  case  of  emergency,  1  would 
much  rather  be  dependent  on  my  own  Govern* 
meat — on  the  citizens  of  my  own  Government, 
than  a  foreign  Government  or  iu  agents,  and  es- 
pecially one  that  is  at  war  with  us;  for  I  deem 
It  tantamount  .to  war,  when  they  are  perpetually 
jxluodering  our  property,  impressing  and  ill-treat- 
ing our  countrymen,  as  well  as  depriving  us  of 
important  inherent  rights,  the  liberty  of  the  seas. 
This  measure  perhaps  may  be  a  conveniency  in 
our  fiscal  concerns,  in  the  collection  and  trans- 
mission of  revenue;  but,  sir,  there  is  no  danger 
of  the  wheels  of  Government  being  stopped  for  it. 
And,  sir,  1  should  regret  extremely,  if  it  was  as 
has  been  insinuated,  that  the  existence  of  our 
Government  depended  on  foreign  capital;  I  should 
re^^ret  extremely  indeed,  if  we  held  our  rights, 
privileges',  and  independence,  on  so  uncertain  a 
tenure.  No,  sir ;  in  my  mind  Government  can  be 
carried  on  equally  as  well  without  this  darling 
bank  as  with  it;  therefore  it  is  time  to  abandon 
this  destructive  system.  I  confess,  sir,  that  I  am 
not  very  fatorably  disposed  to  banking  institu- 
tions; I  view  them  as  in  direct  hostility  with  the 
principles  of  our  Government.  But  il  we  must 
nave  banks,  in  the  name  of  common  sense,  let  us 
have  a  bank  of  our  own,  with  home  capital  and 
not  foreign,  and  one  tliat  will  uot  import  foreign 
Influeace— for  God  knows  we  have  enough  of  it 


among  its  already — ^aod  one  Uiat  will  not  eitiiet 
the  wealth  from  yoar  country  and  export  it,  not 
undermine  the  foundation  of  yout  liberty.  Weil, 
sir,  on  whom  is  this  ruin,  that  is  spoken  of  in  Mich 
lively  colors,  to  fall  ?  Why,  air,  it  is  to  fall  qas 
few  speculating  merchants,  wha  have  been  so  io- 
cautious  as  to  become  involved  in  debt,  in  eosse- 
quence  of  wishing  to  carry  on  extensive  specali- 
lions,  therefore  arrowed  freely  of  this  foreigi 
bank,  the  calling  for  which  sums  would  in  aU 
probability  bring  on  bankrupt^es.  These  are  aot 
the  people  that  I  would  niake  any  considerable 
sacrifice  for.  They  are  not  deserving  iL  Gor- 
ernment  has  already  made  very  considerable  sac- 
rifices in  attempting  to  comply  with  their  roemo* 
rials  and  petitions  respecting  the  protcctioo  of 
commerce:  afhi  how  have  they  been  rewarded  1 
Why,  sir,  by  flying  in  the  face  of  authority  aad 
trying  to  bring  the  laws  of  Government  into  rid- 
icule. Tet  they  are  the  few  that  are  te  be  farored 
at  the  expense  of  the  many.  But  notwithstaodtof 
their  reprehemible  conduct,*  there  are  respeeubk 
exceptions.  I  speak  of  the  speculator,  not  of  the 
honest  and  fair  trader. 

I  wish  not  to  be  considered  an  enemy  to  con- 
merce.  The  reverse  ip  the  fact.  I  an  a  friesd 
to  it  to  a  certain  extent ;  as  an  auxiliary  to  agri- 
cttlture;  but  I  never  wish  to  see  it  hare  the  as- 
cendency in  Government,  to  sway  the  Natioaal 
Councils,  and  give  law. 

But,  sir,  if  the  evils  will  be  ao  great  at  this  tine 
on  a  failure  to  renew  the  charter,  what  will  liiey 
beat  the  end  of  twenty  years^  the  timecmteopla- 
ted  to  extend  it  ?  For  it  isjreaaonable  to  tappose, 
that  the  evil  will  increase  in  equal  ratio  for  iwenlf 
years  to  come,  as  it  has  for  twenty  years  pasu 
Agreeable  to  this  a  retfewal  will  be  tantamoaat 
to  a  perpetuation  $  for,  agreeable  to  the  dociriae 
held  forth  by  gentlemen,  a  failure  then  to  react 
the  charter  .would  engulph  the  Governmeot  it 
ruin,  and  overturn  the  fabric  of  liberty.  Wito 
are  to  be  favored  particularly  by  the^ontiaaaaci 
of  this  destructive  system  1  The  specuiatiog  oer- 
eantile  class,  I  qiay  say  exclusively.  And,  sir,  if 
they  increase  in  extravagance  and  arrogance  for 
twenty  years  to  come  in  equal  ratio  wiih  witat 
they  have  for  a  few  years  past«  nothing  will  sat- 
isfy them  short  of  swaying  the  NationalCoapcils, 
and  giving  law  to  Government, and  makiogerenf 
thing  subserve  to  their  cupidity.  Sir,.I  hold  con)' 
merce  essentially  necessary,  and  would  go  as  w 
as  reason  would  justify  in  the  protection  of  it,  bot 
I  am  for  keeping  it  directly  within  the  pale  of 
reason,  and  not  suffering  it  to  drown  everyibiag 
in  the  whirlpool  of  its  power. 

Are  not  Government  well  aware  that  this  larg< 
foreign  capital,  in  the  bosom  of  our  couotry,l>a| 
an  extraordinary  influence  in  certain  sections  of 
the  Union  in  our  elections^  the  keeping  whtck 
pure  ought  to  be  an  object  of^ the  first  magnitude i 
How  was  it,  sir,  formerly  in  New  York  1  Did  ihef 
not,  in  consequence  of  this  money eid  aristocracy, 
give  complete  tone  to  the  elections?  and,  sir,  wtf 
It  checked  until  Burr  surreptitiously  obtained  i^ 
Manhatun  Bank,  under  the  mask  of  watering  tli« 
city,  whieh  formed  a  coaiUerba|aace  ?  And  w^ea 
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it  obtiiDi  10  tnflttenee  tn  jrosr  eketimi*,  you  imy 
Beeessariijr  ealeolate  od  its  makiog  its  way  ioto 
mr  Nauonal  CcNiociiss  tb^a  everythiog  muet 
bend  to  this  raonstrous  apeaolatiof  iottitotioo, 
yoar  Coostitutioo  nol  excepted. 

It  will  be  said,  bo  dottbt,  as  I  am  from  th<^ 
We»t,  vbere  banlts  are  not  common,  that  I  am 
aaaequtiiited  with  ifae  nature  and  operations  of 
UsiiDg  insCTttttions*  Sir,  I  do  not  pretend  lo  go 
isto  detail )  practically  I  aekaowledge  I  a«ii  uq^ 
acqoaioted  with  i4ieaa ;  my  ioformalioo  od  sub- 
jects of  this  kiod  is  prtacipally  theoretical.  But, 
sir.  I  am  sufficiently  aeqwaioied  with  the  nature 
tod  operation  of  them  to  coorinee  me  that  they 
are  systems  6f  speculation,  calculated  to  suit  the 
ipeeulating  apd  mercantile  class  at  the  expense 
of  the  agrtcultttrtsts — at  the  expense  oif  those 
who  are  the  support  and  sheet  anchor  of  your 
Cbrerninent.  How  is  it,  sir,  when  your  banks 
break,  which  has  been  the  case  in  several  in- 
staoees,  in  soipe  of  the  Eastern  States?  The 
Fannersi'  Bxchiuige  Bank  of  Rhode  Island,  when 
it  was  ripped  up,  had  but  some  odds  of  forty  dol- 
lars JD  its  raults.  The  Berkshire  and  Northamp- 
loii  baak,  both  of  Masaaohusetts.  when  th^ir 
rauits  were  examined,  one  had  pern  a  ps,  thirty  or 
forty  doUars  io  it,  the  other,  I  believe,  was  en? 
tireif  empty;  and  the  Coos  Bank,  (I  believe  it 
was  caUed,)  of  New  Hampshire,  was  nearW  in 
the  same  siiuat  ion,  and  thousands  of  their  bills  in 
circulation  at  tlie  time  Well,  ^ir,  wha  were  the 
sufferers  1  Th«  note  holders^  the  people  at  larger 
And,  sir,  as  it  is  a  system  of  tpeenlatioo,  when 
they  have  emitted  bdls  to  the  amount  oC  their 
hmiutioa,  wh«re  they  are  limited,  they  naay 
break  (u  the  snying  is)  fuU  handed,  and  the 
weight  of  the  shock  falls  on  the  note  holders, 
who  are  princtpallv  agricoJtorists,  as  they  com- 
pose eight-tenths  or  the  people. 

JBoft,  sic,  the  aocouots  of  the  apeeniations,  im* 
positions,  and  1  must  add,  awindling  and  corrnp* 
tioos,that  have  been  practised  in  the  £inst,  under 
the  head  of  banks,  have  reached  the  West,  and 
the  people,  notwithstanding  they  hnvC)  by  some 
of  (he  fiastetn  genirv,  been^  4ieeiKied  sea^wely  in  a 
state  of  civilization,  nave  aympathtzed.  with  their 
Eastern  friennds,  and  have  regretted  that  turpi- 
tnde  had  beoome  so  deeply  rooted  in  the  Bast,  in 
the  line  of  banking,  where  nli  but  exclusive  civi- 
lization was  claimed,  and  which  has  made  them 
cautiously  guard  against  the  possihiHty  of  being 
eogulphed  in  a  similar  vortex.  But^  sir,  if  gentle- 
men wonid  oast  their  eyes- emphatically  over  the 
histoij  of  the  West,  I  suspect  they  would  not 
ooly  nod  civilization,  but  pure  patriotism ;  patri- 
otism, sir,  that  would  not  fade  before  the  suo  ; 
they  would  find  the  peo))ie  oncontaminated  with 
foreign  partialities,  prejudice,  or  iDfluenoe.  and 
where  the  last  torch  of  liberty  would  be  held  up 
on  the  continent  as  a  terror  to  tyrants. 

Mr.  Speaker,  perhaps  I  am  mistaken^  but  I 
view  this  measure  as  the  greatest  test  of  political 
prineiple  thai  has  been  on  the  carpet  for  naany 
yean  baek^  and  if  adopted,  federalism,  or  if  gen- 
tlemen  please, aristocracy,  will  regularly  progress, 
and  finally  obiain  the  aaoendaacy;  repablicaiftism 


will  have  to-t^kethe  back  ground,  and  ultimately 
be  prostrated  $  your  boasted  institutions  will  only 
figure  in  the  pnges  of  history,  like  ancient  repub- 
lics, as  a  mournful  monument  of  the  fall  of  man, 
and  a  sorrowful  memento  of  his  deffrnded  condi- 
tion: therefore,  io  ray  mind  the  aooption  of  this 
measure  would  seeni  like  committana  a  most 
horrid  treason  against  the  principles  of  the  Con* 
stitutioa  and  civil  liberty,  consequently  I  consider 
it  pot  only  the  true  interot,  but  ihe^bounden  duty 
of  every  man  who  has  any  pretensions  to  friend- 
ship for  the  American  Government,  or  civil  lib* 
erty,  to  assist  in  strangling  this  infant  Hercules 
in  the  cradle,  or  at  least  preventing  it  from  com- 
ing to  maturity.  If  this  megsure  was  only  cal- 
culated to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  its  founder^ 
I  sh<luld  not  so  much  object  to  it,  btit  then*  I 
«hould  think  it  unnecessarv  and  improper;  but. 
sir,  ft  will  do  more,  it  will  further  the  views  of 
Federalism  by  increasing^  their  power,  and  assist 
them  in  overturning  the  present  system  of  gov-* 
emment,oo  the  ruina  of  which  they  will  calculate 
on  raising  one  more  congenial  to  their  purposes. 

Mf.  Speaker^  from  my  present  impressions,  I 
think  it  would  be  more  advisable,  if  the  Britbh 
Goverament  should  not  rescind  their  destruetivo 
measures  aiectiog  our  rights,  and  do  us  justice^ 
rather  than  renew  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  as  it  is  called,  thereby  furthering 
.their  yiews  on  this  country,  to  lay  our  hand  od 
the  capital  stock,  or  at  least  so  much  ns  belongs  to 
the  citizens  of  the  Island  of  Britain,  in  order  to 
indemnify  us  in  pari  A>r  the  damages  we  have  sue* 
Mined  by  British  outra|[es ;  and,  if  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary, (as  1  presume  it  will,)  to  make  use  of  it 
in  defraying  the  expenses  necessary  in  the  sub- 
jugation of  the  North  American  imivinces,  which 
wul  have  to  be  resorted  tOi  if  you  wish  to  give 
peace  to  the  lan4.  For  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  that  while  this  large  ibreign  capital  is  in 
existence  in  your  country,  and  the  British  hold 
their  North  Adaeriean  |)ossessions,  that  British 
principles  will  be  disseminated,  that  Federaliam, 
if  gentlemen' iikp  the  term  better,  Aristocracy, 
wiU  regularly  progress  and  finally  convulse  your 
Qo vernment  to  its  centre.  You  may  rest  assured,- 
sir,  that  if  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  is  renewed,  it  will  prove  a  povrerful  wea- 
pon in  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  and  will  be  cal- 
culated to  rule  the  Gk>vernment,  instead  of  the 
Government  ruling  itself.  Then,  sir,  is  it  not 
high  time  that  the  accounts  of  this  colossal 
speculating  institution  should  be  suffered  to  clote« 
by  Jetting  the  charter  expire  on  the  third  of 
March  nexi|  that  we  4tiay  know  whether  this 
Diana  of  the  fiphesians  be  a. goddess  of  solid 
silver,  or  only  of  clay  silvered  over  ? 

Sir,  much  has  been  said  about  the  want  of 
capital*  If  gentlenien  would  cast  their  eyes 
around  and  examine  our  resources,  they  must  be 
fuUy  apprized  that  we  have  capital  adequate;  and 
beyond  our  v^aota;  then  is  it  not  time  to  cut 
asunder  those  leading-strinjfs,  by  which  corrup- 
tion has  led  credulity?  Yes,  sir,  it  is  not  only 
time  that  we  should  have  the  name  of  ireemen, 
but  be  so  in  reality. 
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Sir,  in  jtutice  to  ny  own  feelings,  and  the  facare 
pro9  peril  y  of  mf  coon  try,  \  am  boqod  to  rote  in 
favor  of  coDcarriog  with  the  Commitlee  of  the 
Whole  in  striking  out  the  fir«t  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Key.— Mr.  Speaker,  this  House,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  having  struck  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill  in  relation  to  tbeeharter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  thereby  defeated 
the  bili ;  and  this  House  being  called  upon  to 
-concur  with  or  reject  the  vote  of  the  Committee, 
a  question  of  the  utmost  magnitude  and  impor- 
tance is  presented  to  our  consideration.  FeW 
:fttbjects  more  deeply  affect  the  welfare  and  pros- 
perity of  our  country,  and  none  deserves  a  more 
calm  and  tem|»erate  investigatioo.  •  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  excite  theTeelings  of  the  House  by 
painting  the  scenes  of  distress  that  will  probably 
flow  from  a  non-renewal  of  the  charter,  but  ad-* 
dress  myself  entirely  to  your  understandings. 

All  parties  seem  to  concur  in  the  utility  and 
convenience  of  the  bank  to  aid  thecoUeelion  and 
payment  of  our  taxes  and  revenae,  to  safe-keep 
,the  amount  and  distribute  it  when  wanted.  But 
many  deny  that  we  have,  under  the  Constitution, 
a  right  to  incorporate  a  bank  even  for  such  cir- 
cumstances. I  have  listened  with  pleasure  to  the 
arguments  urged  by  those  who  deny  the  right, 
and  have  weighed  them  with  attention,  and  so- 
liciting the  same  indulgence  from  them  in  return, 
I  do  not  despair  of  producing  conviction. 

I  shall  contend  that  we  iMve  a  right  to  create 
a  National  Bank,  and  that  It  is  our  duty  to  do  s6 
to  avoid  the  general  calamity  that  will  result  to 
the  country  if  we  fail  to  do  it.  I  beg  of  gentle- 
men to  take  the  Constitution  in  their  hands,  and 
follow  me  step  by  step,  while  I  demonstrate  the 
existence  of  the  right. 

The  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution  contains  the  grant  of  powers  given 
to  Congress  to  enable  it  to  conduct  the  afikirs  of 
the  Union.  The  powers  given  are  enumerated 
and  specified,  being  eighteen  in  number.  In  the 
first  we  find  these  words:  *^The  Congress  shall 

*  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  .taxes,  duties,  im- 

*  posts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide 
'  for  the  common  defence  and  generiil  welfare  of 

*  the  United  States  \  but  all  duties,  imp6sts,  and 

*  excises,  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
'  States."  These  words  give  to  the  United  States 
a  definite,  explicit  power  '^  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,"  dbc.;  the  only  qutflification  of 
the  power  is,  that  the  duties  and  imposts,  not  the 
taxes,  shall  be  uniform.  The  eighteenth  enu- 
mejrated  power  is,  ^  for  Congress  to  make  all  laws 
^  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carr^- 
'  ing  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,"  dbc. 

The  powers  thus  given  to  Congress  are  sover- 
eign in  their  nature,  and  explicit  in  their  terms 
of  grant ;  but  the  jealousy  and  provident  wisdom, 
of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  knowing  that 
the  power  might  be  abused  in  its  exercise,  have, 
in  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article,  enumer- 
ated seven  specific  limitations  or  restrictions  of 
the  powers  previously  given.  The  grant  of  power 
is  in  affirmative  terms ;  the  restrictions  are  in 
negative  terms. 


The  general  graa'^t  of  power  *  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes  and  imposts,"  dbc,  given  iu  the  eighth  sec- 
tion, is  thus  restrteted  in  the  ninth:  ^  No  capiu- 
tion  or  other  direct  tax  shall  be  laid  unless  in 
proportion  to  the  census,"  dbe. ;  2d.  "  No  tax  or 
duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  aoj 
State."  It  is  a  sound  rule  of  construction,  sod  it 
fbdnded  in  common  sense  as  well  as  wisdoo,  that 
where  a  grant  creates  a  genermi  power,  aod  eoo* 
merates  exceptions  to  its  exercise,  that  the  expres- 
sion and  enumeration  of  those  exceptions  operate 
to  exclude  all  others ;  because,  having  exceptioos 
in  view,  aod  having  seeeified  some,  it  demoo- 
stfates  that,  if  others  nad  been  intended,  they 
would  also  have  been  expressed;  this  rule  is  go 
true  that  it  has  long  been  a  maxim  that  "^  Ex- 
preeeio  uniue  e»t  exdusio  alteHui,^^D4  governs 
■  the  construction  of  all  grants  and  instalmeots  in 
public  or  in  private  life.  I  am  then  warranted 
in  saying,  that  the  grant  of  power  "  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes  aod  imposts,  dbe.,  provided  the  lat* 
ter  are  uniform;"  is  fettered  or  restricted  by  oo 
other  limitation  than  the  two  abov«  expressed  ia 
the  niuth  section ;  and  it  follows  that  we  caa 
make  any  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  lay  uxes, 
if  we  do  not  violate  the  restrictions  interdietiog 
us  from  laying  a  tax  on  ex{»ort$,  and  a  capiutioa 
tax,  contrary  to  the  proportion  of  the  census. 

Mr.  Speakei',  an  boaonMe  gentleman  froo 
Virginia,  on  the  Constitutional  questtoa,  limits 
the  pow^r  of  Congress  by  what  I  call  aa  ioterpo- 
lation  in  the  Constitution.  The  wordi  o[  thzt 
instrument  expressly  give  CoBgres*  the  power 
>*  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,"  and  *^  to  makesll  laws 
necessary  and  proper"  to  carry  those  powers  iato 
efibct ;  but  the  honorable  geotlemao  adds,  that 
^'necessary"  means  indispensabljr  necessary.  To 
this  I  answer,  that  the  word  iodtspensabie  is 
not  used  in  the  Constitution  $  the  words  used  are 
neoesMry  and  proper.  The  error  into  which 
that  gentleman  ano  an  honc»rable  member  from 
New  York  have  fallen,  is  a  want  of  precise  meaa- 
ing  of  the  terms  they  use,  or  rather  confooadiog 
two  thing?  in  their  nature  essentially  difierest. 
They  confound  the  means  or  mode  by  which  sa 
end  is  attained  with  the  end  it^lf,  and  uoihinf^ 
can  be  more  erroneous.  Th^  end,  or  power 
given,  is  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  aod  pay  the 
public  debts;  toe  power  to  make  laws  necessary 
and  proper  to  effect  thnt  end  is  also  given,  aod 
consists  in  devising  and  establishing  the  means 
of  accomplishing  it*  The  means  to  accompiisb 
.the  end  are  no  where  restricted.  All  the  restrict 
tions  are  upon  the  power.  The  means  or  mode 
by  whidi  the  collection  is  to  be  effected,  is  left 
to  the  wisdom  and  discretion  of  Congress  makisf 
all  necessary  and  proper  laws  for  that  purpose.  I 
lay  down  this  proposition  as  universally  true,  that 
wnere  a  power  is  given  to  do  a  particular  set,  as 
"  to  lay  and  colleet  taxes  and  pay  the  public  debt." 
that  it  necessarily  results  that  the  party  to  do  the 
act  may  do  it  by  any  mode  or  means  he  pleases, 
(if  more  means  than  one  exist,)  if  such  mode  or 
means  are  not  prohibited ;  and  I  .further  state 
that  the  party  in  executing  the  power  is  impen- 
ttvely  bound  to  use  the  ncieana  best  adapted  to  ac- 
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comptish  tke  end.  If«  tb^o,  whieh  teemv  gene- 
rally admitted,  ^  bank  is  oseful  aod  neeesvary  in 
the  colleetioa  of  Uses  and  iinpostfi,  and  payment 
of  th€  poblie  debt,  and  is  the  best  mode  of  effeel^ 
in|[  it,  the  creation  of  a  bank  for  such  purposes  is 
definit^y  within  the  power  of  Congress ;  and, 
more,  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  Congress  to  estab- 
lish it,  because  they  are  bound  to  adopt  the  best 
practicable,  or  in  other  words  necessary  and  proper, 
means  to  collect  the  tax  and  impo9ts. 

If  more  loeans  than  one  exist  to  carry  a  power 
into  effect,  neither  can  be  said  to  be  indispensa- 
bly necessary,  because  either  may  be  adopted  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  other ;  and  this  mode  of  rea- 
soning poshed  far  pr o?es,.that,  where  more  means 
than  one  exist  to  execute  power,  the  power  is  a 
dead  letter. 

That  the  creation  of  a  bank  is  a  means  to  ex- 
cite a  given  power,  and  not  the  power  itself,  will 
follow  from  a  careful  view  of.  the  subject.    Here 
my  opponents  and  myself  are  precisely  at  issue. 
They  say  thecreation  of. the  bank  is  a  power  not 
given  by  the  Constitution.    I  state  it  to  be  a 
means  of  executing  a  power  given,  and  not  the 
power  itself.    Let  sound  reasooipg  test  our  prin- 
ciples— what  is  a  power,  but  an  authority  to  at- 
tain a  given  end?    What  is  the  power  given  in 
this  case  1    Let  the  Coostitation  speak  for  itself—- 
*  Uo  lay  and  collect  taxes,  imposts,"  ^.,  and  pay 
the  public  debts.    Now  the  power  and  the  end 
are  express,  definite,  and  precise — there  is  but  one 
power  and  one  end;  human  ingenuity, can  make 
no  more  out  of  the  words  of  the  Coostitation — 
but  there  are  many  means  by  which  the  power 
may  be  executed,  by  which  the  end  may  be  at- 
tained, and  tho&e  means  are  vested  in  Coosress. 
by  the  power  expressly  given  them  ^|  to  make  sit 
Jaws  necessary  and  proper  to  execute  the  powers 
before  eoomerated." 

Congress  is  a  body  politic  and  incorporeal,  and 
must  use  some  agency  or  means  to  carry  a  power 
into  effect.    To  do  it  in  this  instance  by  the 
agency  of  a  bank  is  one  means;  to  do  it  by  the 
appointment  of  officers  to  collect  the  taxes  is  an- 
other ;  to  make  the  debtors  themselves  pay  into 
the  Treasury  is  a  third.    Now  is  it  not  an  equal 
exercise  of  power,  to  create  and  appoint  officers 
to  colkct,  preserve,  and  pay  away  public  money, 
as  to  create  a  bank  for  that  purpose  ?    The  power 
is  the  same,  though  exercised  in  a  different  wav ; 
but  the  mode  of  its  exercise  does  not  affect  the 
nature  or  essence  of  the  power — this  is  most 
clear;  and  I  ask  getttIemeB,in  the  sense  they  use 
the  word,  where  is  the  express  power  in  the  Con- 
stitution to  appoint  and  pay  officers  to  collect 
UxesT    Certainly  it  grows  out  of  the  power  *^  to 
make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper,'?  d&c,  and  is 
no  where  else  to  b^  found ;  then  the  necessary 
consequence  is,  that  the  creation  of  a  bank^  or 
the  creation  of  officers,  to  collect  taxes  and  im- 
posts, dbc.,  is  not  a  Constitutianal  question,  but  of 
sound  discretion,  as  most  suitable  to  promote  the 
public  good,  and  the  House  has  power  to  adopt 
either,  as  in  their  judgment  shall  be  found  most 
necessary  and  proper. 
Now,  for  the  great  objects  of  economy  in  eol- 


leetiea,  safety  in. keeping  and  facility  of  laying, 
it  away,  an  and  where  the  exigencies  of  Govern- 
ment require,  a  bank  has  a  decided  preference 
over  the  appointment  of  a  rooltimde  of  officers, 
with  salaries  or  commissions ;  the  chance  of  neg- 
ligence; the  risk  of  loss,  and  most  insuperable 
difficulty  and  embarrassment  of  transmission  at 
home  or  abroad. 

I  trust,.Mj.  Sneaker,  that  I  have  shown  that 
ooriectly  viewed,  the  creation  of  a  bank  is  a 
means,  not  an  .original  power;  that,  as  a  means 
It  is,best  adapted  to  the  end  or  execution  of  the 
power,  a«d  that,  to  attain  the  end,  a  full,  express, 
definite  grant  of  power  is  given  by  the  Copstita^ 
tioi9.  But,  sir,  I  ask,  is  our  Qovernment  never  to 
settle  down  to  stability — an  object  so  desirablp 
and  so  important  to  the  happiness  of  the  people?. 
If,  from  the  inexplicitnessor  imperfection  of  Ian* 
goage,  doubts  have  existed,  which  have  been  de» 
cided  by  the  concurrence  of  this  Hooffe,the  Sen* 
ate,  and.  the  iHustrious  Washington,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  Constitutional  functions ;  and  twenty 
years' last  past  have  exhibited  a  practical  com- 
mentary on  the  Constitution,  ought  we  not  now 
to  regard  it  as  sacred  ? 

Has  not  Congress,  and  have  not  all  the  Stales, 
sanctioned  the  tegitimacy  of  the  bank,  by  passing 
penal  laws  against  counterfeiters-  of  its  paper  7 
Have  not  many  of  the  judiciaries  inflicted  impris- 
onmeut  and  deprivation  of  liberty  on  offenders 
under  those  laws ;  and  are  we  now  to  be  told, 
that  th^  original  law  which  induced  all  these 
punishments  is  unconstitutional  and  of  course  no 
kw  ?    But,  sir,  I  wilt  not  repose  my  argument  on 
the  fact  of  long  acquiescence  in  the  States,  nor  of  ac- 
quiescence under  the  Administrations  of  Washing- 
ton, Adams,  Jefferson,  and  Madison ;  I  wiH  ad- 
vance a  step  farther,  and  show  that  this  House, 
under  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and 
that  Mr.  Jefferson  himself  did  under  his  own  hand 
acknowledge  the  legitimacy,  and  cooi«equently 
the  Coastitutionalty,  of  the  bank.    In  1604,  Mr. 
Nichblson.  of  Maryland,  made  a  report  author'* 
izingthe  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  establish 
an  office  of  discount  and  deposite  at  New  Orleans. 
A  bill  was  drawn,  it  passed  this  House,  it  pass- 
ed the  Senate  and  was  signed  by  President  Jef- 
ferson the  day  it  was  presented  to  him.    It  was 
entitled  *<An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  emi- 
tted an  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates.^'    Here  let  us  pause — 
it  is  really  ludicrous,  lir,  to  see  the  gravity  and 
wisdom  of  the  nation  engaged  in  passing  a  sap- 
plement  to  an  unconstitutional  law.    One  would 
suppose,  sir.  that  if  the  original  law  was  brought 
into  view,  if  deemed  unconstitutional,  the  object 
of  bringing  it  into  view  would  be  to  repeal  it— 
but  what  was  the  fact?    Why,  the  very  reverse 
took  place ;  instead  of  repealing  it  they  enlarged 
the  powers  of  the  bank. 

Now,  sir,  I  call  on  honorable  men  to  answer 
me  with  precision— to  meet  two  questioiis  in  the 
teeth;  Ut.  Was  it  not  as  unconstitutional  to 
enlarge  the  powers  of  the  bank,  as  originally  to 
create  it?  2d.  Is  not  the  enlargement,  so  far  aa 
it  goes, a  new  creatian  of  power?    Qentlamea 
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eaoDOl  eteape  from  these  qoestioBft  by  nyuiff 
that  the  hank  had  this  power  before  the  set  of 
1804.  I  deay  if;  but  for  the  sake  of  arfttment, 
be  it  sok  Tbea,  I  ask,  why  was  thai  sapplemeot 
passed  1  And  was  not  the  passa^  of  the  sopple* 
meot  a  direct  affirmative  recognition  of  the  power. 
if  alreadjF  in  the  bank,  and  to  give  it  to  thenii  if 
Ihej  bad  it  not? 

Sir,  I  will  trouble  the  House  nO  iottger  on  this 
part  of  the  sabject'— I  trust  I  have  satisfied  gen* 
tlemen  that  we  have  authority  to  create  a  bsak 
under  the  Constitution;  that  this  authority  has 
been  acted  on  by  Federal  and  Republican  admin* 
istraiions ;  and  the  United  States  and  the  States 
have  acquiesced  in  it,  and  eanctioiied  it  many 
years  without  mof  mur  or  remonstrance. 

Mr.  Key  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  quee- 
tion  on  the  ground  of  expediency,  ^. 

Mr.  P1CKICA.M. — I  acknowledge,  sir,  that  I  feel 
very  anxious  to  have  the  charter  of  the  United 
States  Bank  renewed.  Not  from  any  personal 
interest  which  I  have  therein*— for  I  have  none, 
Nor  from  a  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  stock- 
holders,  for  I  consider  that  very  unimportant,  when 
compared  with  the  interest  of  tlie  Qoveroment, 
and  of  the  community.  This  question  has  ac- 
quired an  artificial  importance  from  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  originally  discussed  and  in  which 
it  has  been  discussed  at  this  time.  It  has  been 
treated  as  a  jgreat  Constitutional  question,  when, 
according  to  my  view,  it  involves  no  great  Con- 
atitutional  principles.  Ingenuity  has  surrounded 
it  with  a  mist  of  sophistry  which  has  obscured  it, 
•nd  presented  it  to  the  mental  eye  through  a  very 
delusive  medium.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  follow 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Poater)  in 
all  his  nice  and  ingenious  distinctions  between 
the  powers  vested  in  the  Federal  and  State  Gov* 
nrnments,  nor  in  his  metaphysical  refinements 
on  objects,  ends,  powers,  and  means;  but  shaU 
leave  that  task  to  gentlemen  of  moreiudustry  and 
more  talent  than  myself.  His  observations,  how* 
ever,  on  the  positioq  laid  down  by  the  late  Gene* 
ral  Hamilton,  in  his  celebrated  argument  on  this 
eubject,  appear  to  me  so  extraordinary  that  I  can- 
not forbear  to  notice  them.  The  position  is,  that 
every  power  vested  in  a  GU>vernment  is  in  its  na- 
ture sovereign,  and  includes  by  force  of  the  term 
sk  right  to  employ  all  the  means  requisite,  and 
&irly  applicable  to  the  attainment  of  the  ends  of 
•uch  power,  and  which  are  not  precluded  by  re- 
strictions and  exceptions  specified  in  the  Coosti- 
tutioUi  or  not  immoral,  or  not  contrary  to  tbe  es- 
sential ends  of  political  society*  And  to  prove 
that  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government,  as  to 
its  objects,  are  sovereign,  the  followiog  clause  in 
the  Constitution  is  considered  as  decisive  :  ^  That 

*  the  Constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United 

*  States  made  in  pursuance  of  it,  and  all  treaties 
'  made  or  which  shall  be  made  under  their  au- 
'  thority, -shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land." 
now  the  words  s^jpreme  and  sovereign  are  sy- 
nonymous terms;  if  there  beany  difference,  the 
word  supreme  is  of  tbe  highest  impqrt,  It  beinff 
frequently  applied  to  the  Almighty  himself.  But 
4ie  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  P^aran)  as 


I  understood  him,  observed  that  the  power  to  pm 
the  supfems  law  does  not  give  the  Goveroiaeat 
sovereign  power,  for  tbe  highest  law  which  loy 
Government  can  pass  is  a  law  to  infiiet  the  pas- 
isbffl«Bt  of  denth.    The  sheriff  who  exe retses  ibii 
law,  said  he,  is  not  therefore  possessed  of  sotq> 
eign  power.    Certainly  not ;  he  is  only  the  in- 
strument of 'the  sovereign  power,  as  mueb  sots 
the  axe  or  the  halter  with  which  he  exeeotes  tin 
sentence.    But  ^  the  GK>vernmettt  is  not  sorer- 
eign  because  it  is  made  to  depend  in  somedenrcs 
on  the  State  Legislatures'^f  they  were  to  omit 
to  appoint  Senators  the  Government  would  die 
s  natural  death.    If  they  were  to  neglect  it  thef 
would  violate  their  oath  to  suoport  the  Contits* 
tufion  of  the  United  States,    but  "'  the  sorerei^ 
power  is  in  the  people.''    This  sovereign  snd  tb« 
physical  power  are  often  confounded  tovetbrr. 
The  people  in  their  collective  capacity  are  n 
much  hound  by  the  immutable  rules  of  justice  u 
each  one  is  in  nis  individual  cafwcity.    ThefieO' 
pie  of  the  United  States  Sre  under  a  Constiti- 
lional  itnd  moral  obligation  to  support  the  Feds* 
ral  Gh>vernroettt — and  it  is  not  proper  to  presooe 
that  tbey  will  onrit  to  do  what  it  is  their  doty  » 
do,  and  round  an  argument  on  such  presunpuon. 
But,  to  return  to  the  subject  of  tbe  bsDi.  If 
we  consider,  sir,  what  are  the  purposes  for  wbteb 
it  was  established,  and  what  are  the  pririle^es 
with  which  it  is  invested,  we  sbaH,  I  thiok.  find 
that  the  former  are  not  only  ConstitutiootI,  but 
highly  necessary,  proper,  attd-  useful,  sod  (hit  the 
latter  do  not  interfere  with  State  rights.  Tbe 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  rests  Co&|re« 
with  the  power  ^  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  daues,' 
dbc. ;  **  to  pay  the  debts,  and  to  provide  for  tbe 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  tbeUai- 
ted  Statee,*'  to  "  bonow  money  on  the  credit  of 
^  the  United  States,  to  regulate  commerce  widi 
'foreign  uatfons-and  among  tbe  several  Sutes, 

*  and  to  mnlce  all  laws  which  shall  be  neeessarf 

*  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  fore* 
'  going  powerB.*^  It  is,  therafore,  tbe  ri^ht  sod 
duty  of  Cottgrves  to  fhistlitale,  and  to  render  is 
certain  as  possible,  the  cotiecfion  of  tbe  rer^ 
nue.    It  is  their  right,  and  their  duty,  to  pron'de 

F laces  of  safe  deposite  for  the  public  moneys. 
t  is  their  duty  to  discharge  tbe  public  eDgag^ 
meats  with  punctuality  and  good  faith,  sod,  if 
possible,  to  provide  the  means  of  transmitiio^ 
the  public  moneys  from  one  place  to  another.  •> 
the  public  exigencies  may  require,  witfaaut  ibe 
risk  of  loss  to  tbe  United  States.  Has  not  ibe 
bank  answered  all  these  highly  important  tod 
necessary  purposes  ?  Can  they  be  so  well  sccom- 
plisbed  by  any  other  means  ?  I  presume  not,  for 
the  ingenuity  of  those  who  oppose  the  reneval 
of  the  charter^— and  ceMalnly,  sir,  they  bare  dt^ 
played  much  ingenuity— -has   not  snigsested  1 

r plausible  substitute.  It  is  surmised  that  the  pab- 
ic  moneys  may  be  transmitted  from  one  part  tt 
another  m  specie,  which  may  be  carried  by  laodi 
or  aent  by  water  in  Qoveroment  vessels,  or,  thai 
it  may  be  done  by  the  private  drafts' of  mercbanti 
The  objections  to' these  modes  are  too  obvious  to 
render  ic  neectsary  te  etmmerata  them.   U  iss^' 
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fieient  to  sftjr  ihtl  each  of  tli«m  would  tobj^t 
the  Uoited  States  lo  fre^ueot  losses,  aod  the  Gor- 
ernmeDt  to  coostant  disappoiDioieDt.  Bilt,  it  is 
thoQght  by  many  that  the  isqal  eonceraa  of  the 
OoYeromeot  may  be  conducted  through  th^  ia- 
Btrumeniality  of  the  State  banks;  and^  in  fact,  it 
is  the  inter  est  of  the  State  banks  which  excites 
much  of.  the  opfiosiuon  to  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  United  States'  Bank.  In  mv  opin- 
ioo,  however,  it  is  an  erroi^ous  view  of  their 
inleresL  I  apprehend  that  many  of  them  will 
sustain  a  s^ock  from  the  suppression  of  this  in- 
stitution, from  which  they  will  nerer  recover. 
How  can  the  public  busineu  now  done  by  the 
United  States'  Bank  be  executed  by  the  Sute 
banks  ?  Congress  have  no  control  over  tltem*  are 
ignorant  of  ^ir  funds,  unacquainted  with  the 
conditions  on  which  they  were  granted,  ^nd  of  the 
piiocipies  by  which  they  are  gorerned.  Some  of 
them  are,  andoobtedly,  entitled  to  confidence,  but 
many  of  them  are  i^ot.  It  would  be  imposing  on 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  aa  invidious  usk 
and  a  most  unpleasant  refponsifaility  to  make  a 
selection.  lo  every  view  whieb  I  can  take  of 
the  subject,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  the 
height  of  imprudence  and  indiscretion  to  sup- 
press the  Bank  of  tl^e  United  States  and  deposite 
public  raoDcys  in  the  State  banks.  If^  however, 
the  privileges  conferred,  and  ncicessarily  confer** 
red  00  the  United  Sates'  BaiUt  are  uncohstitn- 
lionaj,  then  it  is  our  duty  to  suppress  it.  Let  us 
candidly  consider  what  these  privileges  are.  The 
greatest,  in  my  opinion^  is,  that  its  biUs  are  receiv- 
able for  duties.  I  do  not  know  that  an|^  one  has 
pretended  that  Congress  transcended  their  powers 
in  conferring  this  privilege.  It  is  this,  however, 
aod  this  only,  which  eives  its  bills  a  circulation 
throughout  the  United  States;  it  is  this  which 
enables  it  to  transmit  large  sums  from  one  extreme 
of  the  Union  to  the  other,  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  Government  r^equire.  Nor  do  I  see  ho^  thia 
necessary  privilege  could  be  conferred  on  the 
State  hanks.  Certainly,  it  would  not  be  safe  to 
ffive  it  to  all  of  them,  and  if  you  were  to  select  a 
few  it  would  excite  the  most  serious  discontents. 
Besides,  it  is  necessary  that  the  banks  between 
which  this  intercourse  is  to  subsist,  as  that  of 
drawing  upon  each  other,  should  have  a  common 
parent  to  regulate  their  affairs,  and  to  secure  them 
from  ruin  from  unexpected  and,  of  course,  unpre* 
pared  for  drafte.  It  is  necessary,  in  fact,  that 
there  should  be  such  an  institution. as  the  United 
States'  Bank,  and  the  oplv  question  is,  how  shall 
it  be  established?  By  the  State  Legislatures, 
or  the  Federal  Government  ?  But,  it  is  said  that 
the  establishment  of  branches  in  the  different 
Sutes  is  a  violation  of  the  State  sovereignties; 
and  the  gentleman  from  New  York  f  Mr.  Poa- 
T£r)  says  it  is  so.  becatise  the  States  nave  laws 
against  usury,  and  that  the  banks  make  more  than 
lawful  interest  upon  their  capital,  and  thereby 
violate  the  law  of  the  States.  This  objection- 
applies  to  all  banks.  Ngw,  so  far  are  the  banks 
from  having  practised  or  encouraged  usury,  the 
suppression  ot  it  may  be  considered  as  one  of  the 
beat  efiecu  of  their  estaUidhment.    The  United 


States'  Bank  is  restrained  by  their  eharter  from 
letting  their  moi»ey  at  a  rale  exceeding  sfx  per 
cent.,  and  I  believe  that  this  is  not  usury  in  any 
of  the  States.  In  some  of  them  the  legal  rate  of 
interest  is  higher.  Their  profits  over  six  per 
cent,  are  what  they  make  as  bankers,  and  not  as 
money  lenders.  It  is  said^  to  violate  the  State 
laws  because  the  persons  and  private  |^operty  of 
the  stockholders  are  not  made  responsible  for  the 
payment  of  its  notes.  Th  is  is  the  case  with  every 
artificial  person.  He  is  not  accountable  in  hia 
private  capacity  for  the  notes  which  he  gives,  or 
the  contracts  which  be  makes  as  such.  The 
stockholders  of  the  bank  may  be  considered  aa 
public  agents,  and,  as  sach,  it  would  not  be  rea* 
aonable  to  subject  their  private  fortunes  to  the 
payment  of  its  debts  unless  they  abuse  the  trust 
reposed  in  them*  Such  a  responsibility  would 
render  it  impossible  to  establish  the  institution ; 
nor  is  it  necessary  for  the  public  security ;  for  it 
is  next  to  imipossible  for  a  bank  with  such  funds 
to  become  insolvent  if  its  affairs  are  honestly  ao4 
judiciously  managed.  If  ihey  are  otherwise,  no 
guards  will  aflbrifsecurity  to  the  public. 

It  appears  to  be  thought  by  many,  that,  because 
the  State  Gojrernments  have  a  right  to  incorpo- 
rate banks,  tbecefore,  the  United  States'  Govern- 
ment has  not  the  right.  Now,  it  is  an  implied 
power  in  the  State  Governments,  for  there  is  no 
such  power  expressly  delegated  to  them  in  any  of 
State  constitutions.  They  assume  the  right  be- 
cause it  is  not  prohibited  to  them.  Upon  the 
same  principle  nas  the  United  States'  Giovern* 
ment  the  right  to  establish  a  bank,  provided  it  be 
necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  purposea 
for  which  the  Government  waa  instituted,  t 
a|;ain  inquire,  Mr,  Speaker,  if  the  fiscal  opera* 
tions  of.  the  Federal  Government  do  not  require 
such  an  Institution?  Has  not  the  experience  of 
twenty  yeyirs  fully  evinced  its  utility  to  Govern- 
ment  f  Have  not  the  public  inoneys  been  safely 
kept?  Have  not  large  sums^been  contiiiually 
transmitted  from  one  place  to  another  as  the 
public  ejiijiencies  have  required,  and  without  loaa 
to  the  United  States?  why,  then,  su&r  an  in* 
stituiion  which  baa  done  ao  much  good — which 
baa  proved  so  safe  and  so  useful — lo  run  down, 
and  trust  to. precarious  and  unpromising  substi- 
tutes? But,  while  I  am  anxious  to  have  the 
charter  of  this  bank  renewed  from  a  full  convic- 
tion that  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Government 
cannot  be  managed  with  conveniencis  or  safety 
in  any  other  way,  I  feel  infinitely  more  anxiotia 
that  it  should  not  be  suppressed  at  this  time,  on 
account  of  the  community  at  large.  Such  an 
event  must,  in  my  opinion,  be  productive  of  the 
most  distressing  consequences. 

Perhaps  there  has  never  been  a  period  when, 
our  merchants  were  more  embarrassed  than  they 
are  at  present,  and  when  it  was  more  diffieuU  to 
raise  money.  They  have  large  funds  in  Eng- 
land, but  a(  present  there  is  no  demand  for  ex- 
changee upon  that  country.  They  have  large 
quantities  of  imported  merchandise,  but  the  prices 
of  most  articles  are  merelv  nominal.  The  bank 
has  seventeen  millions  of  dollars  due  tp  it  from 
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the  Uniled  States  and  iDdiriduaU.  It  has  to  the 
amount  of  five  miliions  of  dollars  in  sold  and 
siirer  in  its  vaults.  There  is  due  to  it  from  the 
8tate  banks  about  two  millioos  of  dollars  on  their 
bills  and  on  deposites.  It  owes  about  fourteen 
millions  of  dollars,  payable  on  demand,  and  it 
wilt  probably  be  very  soon  called  upon  for  this 
money.  To  fulfil  its  own  engagements,  there- 
fore, it  must  immediately  call  for  seven  millions 
of  its  debts,  and  within  a  short  period  for  the  re- 
maining ten  millions.  And  this  last  sum  must 
eventually  be  paid  in  specie.  Whence  is  this 
specie  to  come  ?  From  the  vaults  of  the  State 
banks,  if  it  be  there.  For  the  payments  to  th^ 
United  States'  Bank  will  be  in  bills  of  the  State 
banks.  These  bills  will  be  immediately  sent  to 
those  banks  to  be  exchanged  for'  specie;  thas 
they,  instevtd  of  having  it  in  their  power  to  aid 
the  debtors  to  the  United  States'  Bank,  as  some 
erroneously  suppose,  will  be  obliged  to  call  on 
their  own  debtors;  and  ever^ specie  dollar  taken 
from  a  bank  may,  and  probably  will,  oblige  it  to 
call  for  two  or  three  dollars  of  its  debts.  It  dtyies 
not  appear  to  me  unreasonable  to  suppose,  that, 
by  compelling  the  United  States'  Bank  to  call 
in  the  seventeen  millions  of  dollars  due  to  it,  we 
ehall  compel  the  State  banks  to  call  in  as  large, 
if  not  a  larger  sum.  How  these  payments  are  to 
be  made,  and  what  effects  are  to  result  from  stich 
a  state  of  things,  I  pretend  not,  sir,  to  sufficient 
discernment  to  foresee.  It  will  probably  produce 
a  general  suspension  of  the  payment  of  debts  and 
an  almost  total  stagnation  or  business.  It  will 
greatly  depreciate  the  value  of  every  species  of 
property,  and  thereby  reduce  many  persons  to  in- 
solvency who  flatter  themselves  that  they  have 
much  more  than  enough  to  pay  their  debts.  It 
will  raise  an  enormous  demand  for  money,  and. 
of  course,  throw  many  persons  into  the  hands  of 
the  griping  usurer.  It  will  distress  all  classes  of 
people  except  the  moneyed  capitalist.  If,  in  ad- 
dition to  this  measure,  our  non-importation  act 
should  ffo  into  effect,  thousands  must  be  over- 
whelmed by  ruin.  The  shock  may  first  be  felt 
in  the  seaport  towns,  but  will  ultimately  extend 
to  the  remotest  villages  in  the  country.  I  deem 
it,  sir,  a  very  unfortunate  circumstance,  that  our 
paper  circulating  medium  so  greatly  exceeds  the 
amount  of  our  specie ;  that  so  large  a  portion  of 
it  is  the  representative  of  lands,  houses,  and  mer- 
chandise, instead  of  being  the  representat  i  ve  of  eold 
and  silver.  But  this  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Fed- 
eral Govern  men  t;  it  is  owing  to  the  numerous 
banks  which  have  been  instituted  by  the  State 
governments.  This  furnishe?  to  my  mind  a  strong 
argument  against  the  institution  of  banks  by  the 
States,  and  in  favor  of  the  power  being  vested 
in  the  Federal  Government,  which  superintends 
the  affairs  of  the  United  States.  As  I  have  be- 
fore observed,  our  paper  circulating  medium  dan- 
gerously exceeds  our  specie ;  should  we  adopt  a 
measure  which  will  affect  its  credit^  it  will  pro- 
dace  consequences  which  none  of  us  can  foresee. 
On  the  other  hand,  by  continuing  the  bank,  we 
tread  upon  perfectly  safe  ground  j  twenty  years 
experience  of  it  has  proved  that  it  is  ealcofated 


to  answer  all  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  estab- 
lished. It  has  proved  very  useful  to  our  mer- 
chants and  to  the  community  at  lar^e,  not  osly 
by  furnishing  loans,  but  also  by  supplying  a  me- 
dium which  circulates'  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  thereby  renders  it  much  easier  for  the 
merchant  of  the  Northern  States  to  purchase  the 
productions  of  the  Southern  States.  It  may  be 
truly  safd,  that  it  has  aided  the  agricnltore,  the 
commerce,  and  the  manufactures,  of  oar  coantrjr. 
Its  afllairs  have  generally,  if  not  uniformly,  been 
conducted  with  fidelity  and  ability.  Yet  we  are 
about  to  suffer  this  valuable  institutioo  to  fall. 
We  shall  thereby  compel  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  have  recourse  to  untried,  troQbl^ 
some,  and  hazardous  expedients  for  the  maDag^ 
ment  of  our  finances,  and  we  shall  probably  lead 
inany  of  our  fellow-citizens  into  ruinoos  speco- 
lations.  It  is  absurd,  aAer  the  experience  ve 
have  bad,  to  ascribe  to  it  any  great  political  is- 
fluence.    It  was  established  by  the  Federal  R^ 

fubtlcans  when  they  were  the  ruling  party, 
t  has  always  been  under  their  managemeot. 
Tet,  with  this  monstrous  engine  in  their  haods- 
this  engine  which  is  to  govern  the  Govemmeot- 
their  political  opoonents  have  gained  an  absolate 
and  uncontroUaole  ascendency.  Gontinae  it,  sir, 
and  you  will  probably  do  much  good.  Suppress 
it,  an4'yoa  may  bring  on  incalculable  evils. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  said,  that  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  first  section  was  undoubtedly  a  fair  way 
of  attacking  the  principle  of  the  bill;  hot  as  the 
same  motive,  even  if  he  did  hereafter  vote  against 
the  bill,  would  not  govern  liim  as  it  had  other 
gentlemen,  he  begged  leave  to  state  the  reasoo^i 
why  he  should  vote  against  the  motion.  It  his 
been  contended,,  said  he.  by  gemlemen  who  bare 

?^one  before  me'in  this  debate,  that  the  Coostita- 
ion  did  not  authorize  Congress  to  coniioae  this 
charter,  or  to  have  created  it  in  the  first  ipstaoc& 
I  am  opposed  to  this  doctrine  of  the  restriction  of 
oilr  powers,  because  I  believe,  if  practised  opoa 
to  the  extent  that  gentlemen  of  great  talents  cod* 
tend,  the  Government  itself  cannot  get  aloog.  I 
do  not  believe  that  gentlemen  can  put  their  fiofct 
on  the  Constitution  and  show  their  authority  for 
a  number  of  acts  which  we  are  compelled  to  pass, 
any  more  than  they  can  put  their  finger  on  the 
particular  passage  which  authorizes  the  grantlt^ 
this  charter. 

Sir,  we  are  met  on  the  threshold  of  this  qaes* 
Jtion  bv  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bi:ij 
WELL,!  on  Constitutional  grounds;  and  I  vin 
take  tne  argument  of  that  eentleroen  alone,  aod 
I  think  can  pove  that  he  himself  has  gireo  ap 
the  Constitutional  question.  In  the  clause  which 
many  gentlenien  have  called  the  sweeping  cUa^e 
in  the  Constitution,  I  find  these  words:  "Con- 

*  gress  shall  have  power  to  make  all  laws  neces- 

*  sary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the 

*  foregoing  powers,  and  ail  other  powers  rested 

*  by  this  Constitution  in  the  Government  of  the 
•United  States,  or  in  any  department  or  officff 
'thereof."  The  gentleman,  well  satisfied  th« 
this  clause  confers  the  power,  attaches  ^^^ 

*  make  it  the  more  important,  the  word  ''tM^U' 
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<y,"  before  he  in  able  to  give  aof  weight  to  the 
construction  for  which  he  contends.  1  hare  er- 
aroiaed  the  €k)nstitQ(ion  over  and  oter  anin  for 
the  word  absolutely ^  and  can  find  no  such  word. 
Where,  then,  does  the  gentleman  get  it  from,  but 
from  the  v^ry  same  souree  that  be  charges  oo  the 
favorers  of  the  Constitutional  right  to  pass  the 
law?  It  is  by  implication  that  he  calls  in  the  aid 
of  the  word  abeottUefy  before  neeenary.  With 
what  propriety,  then,  can  be  refuse  to  others  the 
ezereise  of  the  siTme  right  that  he  himself  has 
taken?  If  gentlemen  have  the  right  to  interpolate 
this  word,  why  mav  we  not  as  well  interpolate 
others  1  It  is  denied  that  the  doctrine  of  implica- 
tion can  Apply  with  regard  to  granting  charters. 
If  it  can  apply  in  any  Way,  why  not  in  this  way  ? 
If  I  can  show  to  the  House  that  it  might  apply 
in  some  cases,  or  it  will  be  impossible  that  you 
can  ezeente  the  object  of  the  Constitution,  why 
may  it  not  as  well  apply  in  the  case  of  granting 
charters  as  in  any  other.  I  ask  gentlemen  to  put 
their  fing^er  on  the  clause  of  the  Constitution 
which  authorizes  them  to  pay  Away  one  (;ent  of 
the  public  money  .^  How  do  they  get  at  the  power 
but  b^  implicatioa?  You  have  a  power  by  the 
Constitution  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  United 
States — ^bot  that  part  which  provides  for  the  pay- 
ment of  debts,  means  debts  already  coatraot«d, 
and  owing  at  tae  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution; that,  too,  is  in  the  sweeping*  elanse, 
which  gentiemen  will  certainly  not  avail  them- 
selves of.  But  you  have  not  the  power  ez- 
pressly  given  to  create  a  debt,  other  than  the 
clause  whteb  authorizes  you<  to  borrow  money  on 
the  credit  of  the  United  States;  but  none  will 
contend  bv  this  you  are  authorized  to  make  con- 
tracts and  go  in  debt.  There  is  an  important 
clause  of  the  Constitution,  which  g'ives  to  the 
United  States  power  to  call  out  the  militia  of  the 
States  for  particular  purposes.  Show  me  the 
spot  in  the  ConstitalioB  which  authorizes  the 
payment  of  the  militia*  Not  ooe.  The  power 
to  call  them  out  implies  the  power  to  pay  them. 
It  inevitably  follows,  that  the  power  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes  and  raise  a  revenue  Implies'  the 
power  to  take  care  of  it.  Will  gentlemen  pre- 
tend to  deny  it  ?  What  is  the  argument  of  gentle 
men  on  this  point  %  They  say  it  ts  true  that  a 
bank  is  necessary  for  the  safe-keeping  and  paying 
the  debts  of  the  United  States;  but,  say  they,  the 
banks  of  all  the  States  are  open  to  you.  How 
does  this  doctrine  apply  to  the  United  States? 
Have  not  the  States  themselves  denied  the  coo- 
nezion  of  the  State  and  Federal  Ghjvernmentst 
Can  1  quote  a  State  which  does  not  afford  an  ex- 
ample of  this  disposition  ?  The  seat  of  a  gentle- 
man of  high  standing  in  the  Legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia was  vacated  merely  because  he  was  a  con- 
tractor for  carrying  the  mail.  Will  then  the 
State  of  Virginia,  who  is  so  j[eatous  of  your  in- 
floence  over  her  officers^  permit  yon  to  ezercise 
that  influence  by  placipg  your  money  under  offi- 
cers created  by  her  1  Let  gendemen  examine  this 
question.  The  argument  will  not  bear  them  out. 
In  the  State  which  I  represent,  also,  a  law  has 
been  passed  to  prevent  a  person  from  holdiogany 


office  or  appointment  at.  the  same  time  under  the 
State  and  Federal  Governments.  What  right 
have  the  directors  in  a  State  bank,  appointed  by 
the  State,  to  contract  with  the  General  Goverti- 
ment  to  keep  its  money  ?  I  deny  their  right. 

Putting  the  State  banks  out  of  the  qaesiipn,  it 
is  necessary  that  we  should  create  m<*ans  by 
which  we  can  transfer  the  money  of  the  Govern- 
ment without  expense,  hazard,  or  loss.  I  will 
state  a  case.  We  have  an  army  in  the  city  or 
New  Orleans,  which  must  be  paid.  By  paying 
the  money  at  Baltimore  or  Pniladelphia,  It  is 
transferred  to  the  paymaster  at  New  Orleans 
without  costing  you  a  cent.  Is  not  this  conveni- 
ent, expedient,  necessary,  to  comply  with  the  in- 
terest of  the  tjnited  States  in  the  case  I  have 
stated  ?  I  do  not  believe  it  possible,  taking  the 
ground  that  they  have  the  right  to  place  money 
in  the  banks  of  the  individual  States,  that  such 
a  connexion  between  them  could  ever  be  estab- 
lished with  the  same  ease^  convenience,  and  safe- 
ty, as  at  present,  to  pay,  in  the  different  parts  of 
the  Union,  money  which  the  United  States  are 
bound  to  pay.  I  ask  the  question,  Will  a  bank 
in  North  Carolina  trust  a  bank  in  New  Hamp- 
shire? No;  but  the  Stale  and  every  individual 
in  it  would  trust  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. . 
Ton  could  not  establish  a  connexion  between 
North  Carolina  and  New  Hampshire  «o  that 
either  would  trust  (he  other.  The  establishment 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  affords,  in  this 
case,  a  facility  useful  and  absolutely  neces?$ary, 
in  my  opinion,  to  carry  on  the  measures  of  Gov- 
ernment. How  will  putting  down  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  have  an  effect  to  lessen  the 
quantity  of  paper  in  circulation?  If  I  could 
think  so,  I  would  join  the  gentleman  most  seri- 
ously ;  but  the  very  contrary,  in  my  ooinion, 
would  be  the  effect.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  paper  serves  as  a  controlling  pow- 
er, keeps  the  State  banks  in  proper  bounds,  and 
prevents  them  from  issuing  a  vast  quantity  of 
paper  which  would  inundate  the  country.  They 
are  very  confident,  if  they  issue  too  much  paper, 
that  there  will  be  a  run  upon  them,  because  the 
interest  of  the  United  States'  Bank  and  the  State 
banks  do  not  at  all  times  go  hand  in  hand.  At 
this  time  it  certainly  restrains  the  circulation  of 
State  bank  paper. 

It  is  said,  sir,  that  the  States  are  not  compelled 
to  do  particular  acts  which  they  are  required  to 
do.  To  be  sure,  the  States  have  the  physical 
power,  but  they  are  bound  by  the  same  solemn 
oath  to  carry  into  effect  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States^  that  the  members  of  this  House 
are.  It  may  as  well  be  said  that  the  State  Legi^ 
latures  may,  if  they  choose,  refuse  to  appoint 
electors  to  vote  for  President  and  Vice  President, 
or  elect  Senators;  but  the  oblization  upon  them 
is  as  strong  as  upon  any  other  department  of  the 
Government,  as  it  is  upon  the  members  of  this 
House  to  perform  its  duties.  They  have  taken  a 
solemn  oath,  and  must  perform  its  obligations. 

Sir,  there  is  one  part  of  this  Constitution, 
which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  gives  the  power 
completely.    It  is  a  part  of  the  Conatitution 
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which  I  never  heard  any  gentlemao  meotioii,  nor 
any  writer  oo  the  subject.  I  may  put  an  errone- 
ous constructioa  on  ir,  but,  if  1  am  correct,  the 
coDcIusioD  is  iofvi table.  la  the  lOth  section  of 
the  first  article,  it  is  said,  *'  No  State^shall  coin 
moaey,  emit  bills  of  credit,  or  make  aoythiD^ 
but  gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  id  payment  of 
debts;"  and  the  interpretation  which  Igive  to  it^ 
is  that  the  United  Slates  possess  the  power  to 
make  anything  besides  gold  aad  silver  a  legal 
tender.  If  this,  then,  be  the  corcect  construction, 
it  is  a  clause  which  I  have  never  before  heard  re- 
lied on.  If  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  fair  inter- 
pretatioii  be  admitted,  it  must  follow  that  thev 
have  a  jight  to  make  bank  paper  a  tender.  Much 
more,  thep,  sir,  have  they  the  power  of  causing  it 
to  be  received  by  themselves  in  payment  of  tazeF. 
If  they  have  power  to  make  paper  of  any  descrip- 
tion whatever  receivable  ia  payment  of  all  debts 
whatever,  can  any  one  deny  that  they  have  a 
power  to  make  it  a  tender  in  pavment  of  taxes 
or  debts  to  the  United  Suies  ?  After  admitting 
the  power,  will  you  place  the  exercise  of  it  in 
your  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  in  the  hands 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  men  whom  you  call  direct- 
ors 1  But  I  might  not  have  voted  against  concur- 
ring with  the  committee  in  striking  out  the  first 
aection  of  the  bill,  if  I  stood  on  this  around  alone. 
To  the  bill,  in  its  present  shape,  1  should  have 
BO  hesitation  in  giving  a  decided  negative;  but 
there  is  a  plan  on  which  I  woold  vote  for  the  re- 
pewal.  Sir,  I  ask  gentlemen,  who  have  voted 
against  it  on  Consiitutional  ground,  to  meet  me 
on  this  point — the  plan  is,  that  the  additional 
stock  shall  be  taken  wholly  by  the  United  States; 
that  they  shall  be  bound  to  distribute  it  among 
the  individual  States,  having  respect  to  their  rel- 
ative numbers,  at  its  par  value.  The  States 
woold  take  it,  if  they  think  proper ;  if  taken  there 
is  an  end  to  the  violation  ot  State  rights.  In  a 
plan  of  this  kind,  a  distinction  is  brought  to  the 
mind  of  every  man,  whether  he  will  prefer  the 
interest  of  the  ^reat  body  of  those  people  who 
are  represented  m  the  Siatd  Legislature,  or  whe- 
ther he  will  support  the  interest  of  a  few  who 
think  proner  to  incorporate  themselves  for  the 
support  of  a  baiik.  The  true  question  is^  whether 
the  emoluments  of  the  banking  system  should  be- 
long exclusively  to  a  few,  or  collectively  to  the 
whole  United  States.  I  therefore  hope  the  first 
section  will  not  be  Jitricken  out.  In  discussing 
the  detail  such  a  plan  would  be  more  interesting 
than  any  other  can  be  to  the  States.  The  advan- 
tages of  such  a  system  must  be  seen.  The  anx- 
iety evinced  for  the  renewal  of  this  charter  and 
the  credit  of  the  State  banks  altogether,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  money  made  by  the  banking  sys- 
tem, is  then  done  away.  The  money  arising 
from  the  profit  of  the  banks  will  belong  to  the 
States  in  tneir  individual  capacity,  and  the  taxes 
of  every  individual  are  lessened  in  proportion  to 
its  share  of  the  capital.  Let  gentlemen  bring  the 
question  home  to  them;  let  them  examine  now 
it  concerns  their  constituents,  and  put  the  ques- 
tion, which  of  the  two  will  interest  the  great  body 
of  tne  people  the  most  1 


Puttioff  down  the  charter  of  the  United  Stiiei* 
Bank  will  not  pot  an  end  to  the  bankiDc  system. 
Cast  your  eyes  about  you  at  what  has  taken  place 
at  the  la^t  sessions  of  the  State  LegisUioret? 
Has  one  of  them  adjourned  without  establishias  a 
bank  ?  It  is  bank  paper  as  much  when  issuioe  from 
State  banks  as  when  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  There  is  no  dififereace.  If  thUquestioa 
had  not  been  attacl^ed  on  Constitutional  ground, 
if  it  had  been  lett  merely  to  expediency,  I  shoold 
not  have  troubled  the  House  on  the  subject.  I 
know  too  little  of  the  concerns  of  a  bank  to  ihkk 
of  makrng  a  speech  on  the  details  alone.  But  I 
know  how  much  interest  moves  os  on  this  qoes- 
tion.  When  you  place  money  in  the  Suu 
banks,  you  give  a  complete  license  to  the  Suit 
banks  to  isaue  what  they  please.  What  was  tlie 
loss  of  paper  money  dorioi;  our  RevolatioD? 
Did  it  not  iall  on  those  who  had  given  credit; 
and  are  we  prepared  to  meetsaeb  ashockastbatj 
Could  we  have  stood  it  in  any  other  cause  i\m 
that  in  which  we  were  engaged  ?  Here  let  oe 
enter  my  protest  against  tM.  banking  system  alto- 
gether. But  we  have  it.  Is  not  the  cooieqaeoce 
more  dangerous ;  will  not  the  loss  ultimately  be 
greater,  to  let  the  State  banks  issue  paper  at  vill, 
tlion  to  control  them  by  the  Bank  of  tibe  Uiuted 
States  ? 

If  the  doctrine  which  gentlemen  advaoce  aboot 
patting  the  finger  on  .that  part  of  the  Coostiia* 
tion  which  gives  power  to  carry  on  the  Gorero- 
ment  itself  be  true,  we  may  as  well  quit  legisla- 
tion altogether.  You  cannot  go  a  siagle  step 
without  calling  in  the  aid  of  implicatlM.  Wbea 
a  means  is  necessary  and  expedient,  wbea  tbe 
operations  of  Government  cannot  as  well  be  car* 
ried  on  in  any  other  way  as  by  it,  then  it  is  ae- 
cessary,  and,  bein^  necessary,  is  Constitutiooal. 

The  House  adjourned  without  cooiiag  (o  • 
decision. 


Monday,  January  2t. 

The  Spsakeb  presented  a  memorial  of  tbe 
Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  statiog  tbe 
extreme  scarcity  of  money  within  the  said  Ter- 
ritory, and  the  reasons  of  such  scarcity,  and  pra]f- 
ing  that  the  land  la  ws  may  be  so  amended  as  not 
to  exact  interest  from  the  date  of  purchase  on  tbe 
several  instalments  not  punctually  paid  for  laodi 
purchased  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard, 

Betoloed,  That  the  President  of  the  Unit^ 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  ilus 
House  such  information  as  he  nuty  p0^«  re- 
specting seizures,  captures,  and  condemns tioos; 
of  the.  ships  and  merchandise  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  under  the  authority  of  fbe 
Govern ments  of  Europe  or  either  of  them,  wbiea 
has  not  been  heretofore  communicated. 

Mr.  HuBBABD  and  Mr.  Bioblow  were  appoint' 
ed  a  committee  to  present  the  said  resolaiion  t« 
the  President. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hblmb,  , 

Reeolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  uaosmitiedto 
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this  Hoine  a  return  of  the  Arvdj^  with  the  sta- 

tioosat  which  gavmooa  are  fixed,  and  the  strength 

of  each  garrison ;  aIbo,  the  state  of  the  relBtttiimg; 

serriee,  and  the  progress  that  has  been  made 
'  therein  sine^  last  sessioB. 
I      Mr.  HsLMs  and  Mr.  Tbacy  were  aviated  a 

committee  to  present  the  said  resolotion  to  the 
!  President  ' 

On  motioQ  6(  Mr.  McKiNLkr, 
Raolffed,  That  the  Comeaittee  of  Commerce 
>  aod  Maoiifaetores  be  instraeted  to  inquire  into 

tbe  expediency  of  nl^erio^  or  Repealing  the  $ee- 
'■  oDd  section  of  the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  to  annex 
L  certtto  shores  and  waters  to  the  district  of  Mis- 
;  siisippi.aodtoaQthortze-the  boitding^  of  a  cnstom^ 

kose  at  New  Orleans,"  and  that  they  ha?e  leav« 
( to  report  by  btlt^  or  otherwise. 
-  Mr.  PoHiDBXT&B  presented  a  p^ition  of  the 
;  Legialatare  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
..  that  the  said  Territory  may  be  admitted  as  a 
.  State  ioto  the  Union,  on  an  eijnai  footing  With 

the  original  States;  which  wtis  read,  and  com- 
£  mittedto  the.  Commitlee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom 
:.  is  committed  thfe  report  of  a  select  committee  on 
uihatsol^t. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

This  sabject  was  caiM  tiP;  Aod  Mr.  NjsWton 

r  made  a  motion  to  postpone  the  Airther  consider- 

atioo  of  it  indefinitely,  bnt  withdrew  the  motion 


ustil  more  members  should  come  in,  the  House'' of  their  accounts,  that  *they  stand  rery  nearly  m 


beiog  thtQ.    A  short  time  afterwards^ 

Mr.  GiauRD  said  that  on  this  very  interesting 
subjeti  he  thought  the  Hoose  ought  to  aet  an- 
derstaadiogly  aod<  prudeotW.  He  wished  that 
<bej  should  aot  pi^cipitate  tae  Gbvernment  into 
difficulties  from  which  it  would  bedifiieult  to  er- 
.  tricate  tbemselTos.  .  He  wished  they  should  take 
.  at  least  a  little  timte  to  reflect )  that  his  friend 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  LovE)8ho«ld  be  permitted  to 
go  oa  aod  take  out  his  letters  of  administration, 
^  proposed  on  Saturday,  and  see  wbat  could  be 
done.  If  the.gentleman  could  &how  that  the  Gov* 
ernmeiM  could  confeniently  carry  on  its  fiscal 
operations  without  thebaok^  Mr^G.  taid  he  should 
he  readjr  to  go  with  him.  JBttt,  until  that^  was 
saowQ,  he  did  not  wish  a  dccisioa  to  be  precipi- 
tated. He  therefore  moved  to  postpone  the  fur* 
tber  considemtion  of  the  bill  till  the  first  of  Feb- 
ruary. There  would  in  the  interim  be  time  to 
^  bow  they  oould  form  their  plans,  and  how 
tbey  would  he  able  to  conduct  the  fiscal  opera^ 
tjODs  of  the  €k>verameiit.  If  a  suitable  substitute 
sboaid  be  offered  for  the  pqrposes  of  collecting 
>od  iransfereing  revenve,  it  would  be  the  iQeans 
of  recoBciiiiig  many  ffeatlemen  to  youb  against 
tbe  bank.  He  hoped  tnerefore  the  postponement 
^^1<1  be  agreed  to.        ^         ^ 

Mr.  Newron  said  the  Hotise  had  bad  ample 
^tine  for  reflection  on  this  sobjecr.  He  did  not 
beJiere  that  any  alteration  would  be  wrought  in 
the  optoioQB  of  mem^rs  by  a  postponemtnti 
^otJemen  ought  to  recolleot  that  tke  subject  bad 
been  under  coasideration  for  three  or  four  years 
^t  Brery  one  had  refolred  it  in  his',  mind. 
Sir,  said  Mn  Nh  I  know  these  /mosefid  iapttttt'< 
I  Uh  Com.  3d  Ssss.-^2a 


tions.  I  know  what  sort  of  things  they  are ;  and, 
after  the  time  that  we  have  had  to  consider  the 
subject,  r  think  it  all  important  that  we  shotiid 
come  to  a  decisive  determination.  Let  ine  tell 
you,  sir,  that  intrigue  and  artifice  will  wear  away 
the  best  principles.  Ample  time-  has  been  s\vea  ' 
for  it  already.  I  am  for  laying  the  legislative 
axe  to  the  root  of  the  eril;  I  am  for  immediatelf 
deciding  this  question,  and  turning  to  some  other 
business ;  and  for  this  puri>ose  move  that  tbefur" 
ther  consideration  of  the  bill  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

'  The  inotion  of  Mr.  Newrotv  supersedes  that  of 
Mr.  Oarlano. 

Mr.  Love  said  he  rose  principally  at  this  time 
to  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question.  He 
thoiight,  with  the  gentleman  last  up,  that  it  wa» 
highly  important  there  should  be  an  immediate 
decision,  and  he  wooM  add  to  the  reasons  already 
offered  in  favor  of  it,  another.  It  is  now  three 
years,  said  he,  sfoce  Congress  were  called  upon,ia 
the  most  imperative  terms,  to  act  i}pon  this  sub- 
ject. In  the  petition  of  the  stockholders,  three 
years  ago,  it  will  be  recollected  that  it  was  stated 
that  unless  a  certain  assurance  was  given  that  the 
charter  would  be  renewed,  they  roast  imil^edi^' 
ately  commence  a  curtailment  oi*  their  discounts, 
d^.  We  have  now  progressed  to  within  about 
nix  weeks  of  the  time  when  this  institution  will- 
cease  to  exist,  and  yet  ^we  find,  by  an  inspection 


the  situation  in  which  rhey  were  at  the  time  the 
sabject  was  first  brought  before  Congress..  If  this 
company  were  not  to  have  their  charter  renewed, 
the  sooner  they  know  it  the  better.  On  the  part 
of  the  Government  it  is  important  that  an  early 
decision  should  be  had.  that  they  may  not  run  the 
risk  of  losing  revenue  tu  an  immense  amount; 
for  who  Itnows  who  i^  to  administer  on  the  as« 
sets  of  this  institution?  In  eonseqneiice  of  the 
law  now  in  existence,  requiring  deposites  to  be 
made  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its 
britnches,  there  would  soon  be  within  their  con- 
trol, in  specie  and  bonds,  an  amount  of  sixteen 
millions  of  dollars  of  the  public  properly.  Under ' 
present  circumstances,  it  is  highly  proper  that 
immediate  measures  should  be  taken  to  withdraw 
these  deposites.  Every  gentleman  before  this  time 
must  have  had  an  opportunity  to  make  up  hit 
mind ;  and  I  hope  the  question  will  be  decided 
without  further  delay.  As  the  mind  of  no  gen- 
tleman in  the  House  coold  be  changed  by  a  dis- 
cussion, it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  question  will 
iqamediately  be  taken. 

Mr.  Troop  conceived  the  motion  now  made  to 
be  perfectly  proper.  He  felt,  however,  under  no 
obligatioii  to  accommodate  the  bank.  The  act 
granting  an  act  of  incorporation  was  entirely  a 
voluntary  aet,  and  the  dnration  of  it  limited  In 
the  act  itself  to  a  term  of  twenty  years.  If  the 
bank  had  acted  the  part  of  an  ordinary  or  discreet 
tqerchant,  it  would  have  taken  care,  before  the 
expiration  of  its  charter,  to  haive  ipound  up  its  bu- 
siness aod  be  prepared  to  meet  the  event;  because 
the  Legislature  was  not  bound  to  renew  itj  not 
t  haviag,eith«r  by  the  original  charter,  nor  by  any 
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sttbsequeiH  act,  giren  any  pledge  that  it  would  do. 
80.  The  bank  not  harlDg  received  any  pledge 
of  renewal,  ought  to  have  been  ^H-epared  for  its 
dissolution.  lithe  institution  hdd  don^  what  they 
ought  to  have  donef  the  Govern ment,  so  far  as  it 
is  poDcemed,  would  have  prepared  itself  against 
the  event;  as  be  was  told  it  was  nowaboui  to-do, 
'by  substituting  arrangements  with  the  State  hanks 
for  arrangements  with  the  Bank  of  the  United. 
States  or  its  braoches.  Mr.  T.  could  therejfore 
see  no  difficulty  in  assenting  to  this  propositiop, 
whether  as  respected  the  Qovernroent  or  as  re* 
spected  the  individuals  cbnceraed  in  the  bank. 

Mr.  FisK  inquired  whether  it  was  understood 
that  deposites  in  the  United  States'  Bank  would 
be  transferred  to  the  State  banks  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  law  ? 

Mr.  Wriobt. — Mr.  Speaker :  The  importance 
of  this  subject,  and  the  great  attention  that  has 
been  paid  to  gentlemen  while  delivering  tbeif 
opinion  upon  it,  is  a  sure  gijaraniee  that  I  also  in 
my  turn  shall  leceive  the  attention  of  this  House^ 
wnile  I  deliver  my  sentiments.  I  pledge  myself, 
i^  this  exhausted  state  of  the  debate,  not  to  con- 
sume more  of  their  time  than  a  correct  sense  of 
duty  to  my  constituents  shall  impose. 

This  subject,  sir,  is  presented  to  our  considera- 
tion  in  a  two-fold  point  of  view,  as  to  its  consti- 
tutionality ;  andastoitsexpediency.  I  will  there- 
fore proceed  to  consider  it  in  that  order. 

On  the  point  of  its  consti'tutionality  I  shall  take 
the  liberty  to  recall  your  attention  to  those  nans 
of  the  Constitution  on  which  its  advocates  nave 
$e€med  to  rely.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  Kbt)  cites  the  1st  art.  8th  sec:  '*  Congress 
shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  tazen,  imposts, 
diities,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
the  United  States."  He  also  read  the  1st  article, 
9th  section:  *^No  capitation  or  other  direct  tax 
shall  be  laid,  unless  in  proportion  to  the  census 
or  enumeration  hereinbefore  directed  to  be  tifken." 
However,  not  yet  himself  satisfied  with  being  able 
to  derive  an  authority  from  these  sections,  he 
calls  in  aid  the  last  paragraph  of  the  sectioni 
**  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  all  laws  ne- 
cessary and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  foregoing  ^ou>er$^  and  M  other  powers  veeied 
by  this  ConeMution  in  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer 
thereof.'*  The  gentleman  iosista,  that  the  pow- 
er to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  &c.,  &c.,  and  the  sweep- 
ing clanse,  empowering  Congress  to  make  all 
laws  necessary  to  carry  that  power  into  execution, 
will  authorize  Congress  to  grant  a  charter  to  this 
bank;  that  it  is  necessary'  to  the  collection  of  taxes, 
that  Congress  provide  by  law  the  means  whereby 
the  tax.es  should  be  paid.  .1  i>ad  always  presumed 
that  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  to  provide 
for  the  general  defence  and  comnK)n  wel&re,  only 
authorized  Congress,  under  the  limitations  of  the 
Constitution,  to  provide  by  law  for  those  pur- 
poses, by  directing  whether  the  tax  should  be  a 
direct  or  indirect  tax,  or  by  capi^tion ;  and  that 
their  powers  extended  no  farther  than  the  speci- 
fication of  th(B  object^  if  the  tax  was  dicac^  Md 


the  rale  at  which  the  specific  artides  should  be 
valued  ;  \n  the  case  of -a  capitation,  what  shoold 
be  paid  by  the  bead  \  and  in  case-of  indirect  uies, 
what  should  be  the  duty  oa  the  several  anicla 
taxed,  and,  in  either  casey  to  direct  the  mode  of 
asceitaioing  and  collectiog  the  same,  by  whoa 
to  be  ascertained,  and  by  whom  eoUecled,  sod  to 
whoih  paid.  But  I  never'  did  suppose  that  this 
nower,  even  aided  by  tbe  sweeping  claese.  could 
na  conceived  seriously  to  extend  to  the  piovtdiag 
means  to  those  who  bad  to  pay  tbe  tax,  whereby 
they  were  to  be  aided  io  tbe  paymenL  Sach  s 
construction  would  as  ^ell  justify  tbe  passinei 
law  com  peiling  the  culture  of  land  in  a  particskt 
^ay,  whereby  tbe  crops  might  be  iacreased;  as 
Che  farmer  cannot-  pay  his  tas,-onleis  he  raises 
produce  for  sale ;  or  indeed  it  might  be  extended 
to  compel  him  to  uto*  plaster  of  Paris  to  tmpron 
bis  crop,  and  facilitate' the  payinent;  which  I 
should  deny,  even  if  tbe  tax  waa  made  payable  it 
produce. 

The  same  gentlerpen  seems  to  bave  relied  ot 
the  article  "  Tbt t  no  capitation,  or  direct  tii, 
should  be  laid,  but  in  proportion-  to  tbe  census,' 
as  forminff  an' exception  to  the  powers  of  Coi* 
gress ;  and  I  presume  meana  to  infer,  as  this  bill 
will  not  be  a  capitation  tax,  that  Congress  nay 
paa?»  it,  under  their  power  ^*to  lay  aod  collect 
taxes,"  and  tbe  sweeping  clause  to  carry  theit 
specific  powers  into  exeeetion*  8ir,  the  ConreD- 
tion  never  intended  that  Congress  sbeaid  hire 
or  exercise  tbe^pdwer  to  estabusb  banki,  or  they 
would  have  made  use  of  apt  wvrds  to  bite  reeled 
them  with  it.  Bank,  sir^  is  a  tecbnical  term,  tsd 
if  they  had  intended  that  power  tbey  wooM  cer- 
tainly have  used  that  term*  When  it  was  io- 
tended  to  give  any  power,  we  find  tbe  CoDTes* 
tion  had  no  diffioulty  in  expresaieg  it ;  as,  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  ^  to  coin  money  and  rer- 
ulAte  tbe  value  thereof  aod  of  foreigq  ooio"— atl 
here  let  me  remark,  is  an  express  power  '^  to  coii 
money,''  which,  if  we  were  left  to  legal  constrw- 
tion,  would  be  an  affirmative  pregnant  that  they 
should  not  emit  bills  of  crcNdit.  But,  sir,  we 
need  not  rely  on  construction  to  prdve  whst  pov- 
ers  Congress  have  not,  asone  of  the  amendoeots 
to  the  Consdtution  provide^  that  '^  Congress  thill 
have  no  power  that  ia  not  s^npreM^  given.''  Aod 
to  give  a  power  by  expi^asion  is  to  use  apt  wordt 
for  that  purpose ;  aod  it  of  course  becomes  Dece^ 
sary  to  the  power  in  Congress  to  establish  a  taol 
that  such  a  power  sboala  be  given  by  such  f^ 
cific  terms,  as  would  nnequivoeally,  and  witboii 
construction,  conv^  the  right. 

As  to  the  sweepiog  clause,  ^to  pass  all  )t*> 
necessary  to. carry  into  effect  tbe  leregoin;  pow- 
ers of  Congress,"  the  letter  of  this  section  eoo- 
fines  its  operation  to  the  specific  powers  of  Cos- 
gfess,  previously  enumerated,  and  can  in  no  sort 
create  constrnctive  powers,^  or  be  constroed  iow 
H  croation  or  extensioa  of  power.  Sir,  if  a  dooht 
can  remain  or  its  harmless  aod  iaoperatire  di- 
tore,  I  trust  it  will  be  removed  by  a  reference» 
the  second  volume  of  the  Fadeimlist,  page  2tt> 

*  It  is  expresaly  to  execute  these  powers,  that  tfte 

*  sweeping. edattscj  as  it  basbaen  affectedly  called 
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'  aathorizes  the  National  Legrislatore  to  pass  all 
'  necessary  and  proper  laws.  If  there  be  anything 
'  exceptionable,  it  most  be  soaght  for  m  the  spe- 
^  cific  powers,  opoo  which  this  getieral  declara- 
« tion  is  predicated.  The  declaration  itself,  though 
^  it  may  be  chargeable  with  tautology  or  redun- 
*  daocy,  is  at  least  perfecliy  harmless."  Here  we 
find  one  of  the  framers  oi  this  instrument,  when 
defendingthtsarii<!le,  called  the"8wceping  clause," 
from  the  charge  of  its  being  used  to  extend  the 
powers  of  Congress,  or  to  embrace  other  than 
the  specific  powers,  himself  confining  it  to  the 
express  powers,  and  indeed  declarinsT  that  it  gave 
no  power,  was  a  mere  tautology.  Yet  gentlemen 
seem  to  tniak  that  it  is  an  important  delegation 
of  power,  and  confidently  quote  it  as  sucK  and 
indeed  if  their  construction  of  it  were  indulged, 
it  would  discharge  us  frorn  eVery  Constitutional^ 
obligation,  that  we,  in  our  dlscretipn,  might  sop- 
pose  the  ptiblic  ^od  required,  burl  trust  tbe  good 
senile  and  patriotism  of  this  House  will  nerer 
suffer  it  to  substittite  discretion  for  expression, 
their  wilt  for  the  law. 

Ad  honorable  member  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  Alston)  has,  with  some  confidence,  cited 
the  tenth  section  of  the  first  ai'ticle :  ^  No  State 
shall  emit  bills  of  credit,  or  make  anything  but 
gold  and  silver  a  tender."  He  urged  this  denial 
of  theriffht  to  the  States  to  emit  bills  of  credit 
as  a  perfect  prohibition  of  the  States  to  grant 
bank  charters,  and  insisted  that  batik  notes  were 
bills  of  credit.    He  spoke  of  this  section  as  a 


already  arrived  to  that  lust  of  power;  and  I 
trust  the  present  case,  when  its  expediency  comet 
to  be  examined,  will^not  seduce  any  member  of 
this  House  from  his  regard  to  this  hallowed  in- 
strument. 

Sir.  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (A.  Ham- 
ilton.) at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  law  es- 
tablishing the  United  States'  Bank,  and  who 
may  be  called  the  father  of  it,  labored  with  un- 
cedsing  assiduity,  in  every  stage  of  it,  to  give  it 
a  legitimate  existence,  we  see  him,  sir,  instat- 
ing on  the  power  to  grant  this  charter,  as  con- 
ferred by  the  section  that  authorizes  Congress  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes,  and  by  the  sweepitig  clausOi 
"  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  to  carry  the  prece- 
ding powers  into  effect,"  anything,  in  bis  opin- 
ion, in  the  "Federalist,"  before  cited,  as  to  the 
harrnlesB  quality  of  the  sweeping  clause,  to  the 
contrary  notwitnstanding.  Sir,  we  see  him  driven 
from  lh€»e  stands  by  the  Attorney  General,  (Mr 
ftaodolph,)  and  by  the  then  Secretary  of  State 
(Mr.  Jefferson,)  the  last  of  whom  insisted  that  a 
proposition  in  tbe  Convention  to  authorize  Con- 
gress to  grant  corporations,  had  been  rejected : 
which  so  thoroughly  closed  the  case  that  we  find 
Mr.  Hamilton,  although  he  questioned  the  OMr 
ihefiticUy  of  the  document  relative  to  the  reject- 
ion (by  the  Convention)  of  the  articles  alleged 
to  have  been  rejected,  taking  post  behind  tnat 
article  of  the  Constitution,  that  "Congress  shall 
have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful 
rules  and  regulations,  respecting  the  territory,  or 


discovery  of  his  own,  not  noticed  by  anybody    other  property,  belonging  to  the  United  States,'* 


befote  him  as  applicable  io  the  case*  Sir,  the 
gentleman  certainly  misapplies  the  term,  *^  bills 
of  credit"  to  "  bank  notes."  The  term  "  bills  of 
credit^  wan  surely  intended  to  express  and  pro- 
hibit the  emission  of  paper  money,  which  had 
been  emitted  by  the  States  and  by  Congress,  du- 
ring the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  had  so  de- 
preciated as  to  impress  the  Convention  with  the 
propriety  of  prohibiting  their  emission  in  future. 
Dj  a  recurrence  to  the  proceedings  of  the  old 
Congress,  and  the  laws  of  the  several  States,  it 
will  be  found  that  the  term  "  billis  of  credit"  was 
teebDieally  used  for  paper  money ;  nor  can  there 
be  less  doilbt  that  bank  notes  have  also  their 


directors,  and  neither  of  the  terms  "bills  of 
credit,"  or  **  bank  notes,"  could  by  men  of  legal 
iatelligence  be  used  for  the  other.  "  Bank  note," 
aod  a  **bill  of  credit"  are  terms  so  well  knowii  to 
the  Uw,  that  in  legal  parlance  Ueither  could  be 


and  insisting  that  (he  shares  of  the  stock,  con- 
templated'to  be  subscribed  by  the  United  States, 
would  bring  the  law,  graiiling  the  charter,  within 
that  section  which  authorized  the  United  States 
to  make  an  needful  rules  and  regulations  respect- 
ing the  properly  of  the  United  States.  But  this 
would  not  justify  the  renewal,  a?  Congress  have 
sold  their  stock.  Thus,  sir,  we  find  the  advocates 
6f  this  power  in  Congress  to  grant  a  charter  to  , 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  fixing  on  a  vari- 
ety of  the  sections  of  the  Constitution,  from 
whence  they  infer  ^e  have  the  right;  and  al- 
though by  the  express  letter  of  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution, Congress  can  exercise  no  power 


technical  meaning,  as  the  paper  issued  by  bank    not  expressly  or  specifically  granted,  yet  these 


gentlemen  insist  we  have  the  right,  although 
they  cannot  agree  among  themselves  on  the  arti- 
cle by  which  it  is  specified,  and  indeed  each  is  an 
authority  against  the  other,  that  the  power  is  not 
grAnted  at  allj  and  although  they  all  agree  on  its 


sttbstiiuted  for  the^oihcr.  On  a  prosecution  for  being  Constitutional,  they  are  as  rnuch  at  a  loss 
counterfeiting  either,  the  othir  could  not,  1  ap-|  to  fix  on  the  ajrticle  by  which  it  is  ipade  so,  as 
prebend,  be  given  in  evidence.  I  must  therefore 
insist  that  the  gentleman^s  construction  of  the 
Constitution  is  incorrect.  But,  sir,  if  it  was 
correct,  and  the  States  could  not  grant  bank 
charters,  would  it  follow  that  the  Government  of 
the  Uoited  Stales  would  possess  the  right?  t 
presume  not.  unless  that  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  oeclares**  that  all  p6wers  not  granted 
to  Congress  are  reserved  to  the  States  or  the  peO- 


the  ladies  of  Strasburg  were  to  decide  on  the 
composition  of  Sterne's  celebrated  nose ;  though 
they  all  agreed  it  was  a  noble  nose. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  says.  Congress 
have,  by  the  law  authorizing  a  branch  of  this 
bank  to  be  established  at  New  Orleans,  recog- 
nised their  right  to  grant  a  charter;  and  insists 
that  this  ought  to  be  considered  as  an  authoritr 

^__     to  that  purpose.    Strange  that  the  gentlemans 

pie,"  shall  be  blotted  out  of  the  instrument,  or  [zeal  should  so  transcend  his  judgment  as  to  in- 
unally  disregarded.    Sir,  I  hopc^  we'  have  not  f  duce  him  to  press  so  futile  an  argameot    Con* 
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gress,  at  the  time  of  ,pa8.^iiig  that  law.  had  a  right 
to  make  any  law  necessary  for,  and  oeoeficialto 
New  Orleans;  it  was  then  a  territory,  and  by  the 

Eositive  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  Congress 
a?e  the  power  to  make  all  "  needful  rules  and 
regulations  respecting  their  territories  or  other 

J  property  f*  they  have  exclusive  legislation  over 
t.  and  may  make  any  law  that  a  State  could,  as 
to  its  government,  as  well  as  any  law  authorized 
by  the  Constitution  to  be  passed  by  Congress. 

Sir,l>y  this  charter,  the  directors  of  this  bank 
were  authorized  to  fii  branches  in  every  part  of 
the  United  States,  and  when  Congress  became 
the  purchasers  of  New  Orleans,  they  considered 
if  a  portion  of  the  United  States,  and  of  course 
that  the  directors  of  this  bank  had  the  right  to 
establish  the  New  Orleans  branch  bank,  and  felt 
DO  hesitation  to  declare  it  by  law,  as  they  had  a 
perfect  Constitutional  rigbt  to  make  all  needful 
Jaws  for  their  territories,  of  which  the  Orleans 
Territory  then  was,  and  yet  is  one.  Yet,  8ir,'this 
act  of  good  faith  in  the  nation,  to  this  bank,  is 
pressed  as  an  authority  to  bind  this  House  to 
consider  the  constitutionality  of  this  question  as 
settled ;  but  the  good  sense  of  this  body  will  se- 
cure the  United  States  from  the  calamity  of  re- 
chartering  this  bank,  and  committing  the  nest  in- 
terests of  this  nation  to  its  foreign  and  domestic 
enemies. 

Now,  sir,  having  presented  this  view  of  the  un- 
constitutionality of  this  question,  I  must  beg  the 
further  indulgence  of  the  House,  while  I  present 
also  my  view  of  its  inexpediency- 
Sir,  this  charter  is  very  nearly  allied  to  the 
funding  system  ;  they  had  a  coeval  conception, 
and  the  same  progenitors.  They  were  conceived 
in  sin,  and  horn  in  iniquity.  The  funding  system 
was  founded  in  the  basest  of  frauds,  to  the  best 
of  men,  the  war-worn  soldier,  whose  necessities 
compelled  him  to  part  with  his  certificates,  the 
price  of  his  blood  and  toil  during  an  eight  years 
war;  and  out  of  which  the  arch-speculator,  avail- 
ing himself  of  those  necessities  bad  trepanned 
him  at  half  a  crown  in  the  pound.  These  certifi- 
cates, sir,  were  funded  to  the  holders  with  their  in- 
terest at  par,  and  with  other  certificates  for  supplies 
ior  the  Army  and  Navy,  which  had  also  depreci- 
ated, were  funded  at  par.  And  althougb  it  was 
ably  contended  that  the  certificates  granted  to 
the  original  holders  only  should  be  funded  at 

er,  and  that  those  held  bv  speculators  should 
funded  at  a  certain  exchange,  yet.  sir,  such 
was  the  infiuence  of  that  well  organized  band, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  that  no  discrimination  could  be  effected 
whereby  Congress  might  have  been  justified  in 
paying  the  poor  soldier  for  his  loss,  by  being 
obliged  to  part  with  his  certificate,  at  less  than  its 
nominal  value;  a  loss  occasioned  by  the  inability 
of  Congress  to  pay  them  at  the  time  agreeably  to 
their  contract;  a  loss,  by  Congress  forcing.upon 
them  these  certificates,  and  their  total  inattention 
to  the  payment  of  them,  for  many  years,  and 
until  they  were  possessed  by  the  hopeful  band  of 
speculators  who  were  the  active  ageou  of  this 
aystem.    As  an  evidence  uf  its  corruption^  the 


Continental  bills  of  credit  which  had  been  issued 
from  time  to  time  were  to  be  funded  at  one  dol- 
lar in  the  hundred.  They,  sir,  were  as  a  cirea- 
lating  medium  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  who, 
however  honestly  they  might  have  received  ihem 
for  supplies  to  the  Army  and  Navy,  at  the  s&me 
time^  and  at  the  same  price  that  their  neighbori 
furnished  them  supplies,  for  which  they  took 
their  certificates,  whicb  tbia  system  funded  at  par 
for  the  benefit  of  speculators,  while  the  holders  of 
the  bills  of  credit  were  funded  at  one  hundred  for 
one.  Could,  sir,  anything  hot  corruptioa  hare 
prevented  the  discrimination  between  the  origi« 
nal  holders  of  the  certificates  and  the  speculators; 
or  have  induced  the  funding  of  certincates  (for 
supplies  furnished  at  the  same  lime  and  the  same 
price)  at  par,  that  denied  it  to  those  holdinf  the 
bills  of  credit? 

Thia  banking,  system  was  paftly  made  apof 
these  corrupt  materiaU-  of  the  funding  system, 
which  composed  a  portion  of  its  stock;  was  ili^ 
gitimate  in  its  conception,  partial  in  iu  establish- 
ment, and  corrupt  in  its  administration ;  is  a  mam- 
moth mon^ed  aristocracy^,  violative  of  the  Coo- 
stitution,  of  unlawful  origin,  under  the  control  of 
foreigners,  who-  have  proved  their  principles,  by 
the  selection  of  its  directors,  aU  FederalisU.  This 
stock  was  to  be  subscribed  at  a  Mhart  day  in  Phil- 
adelphia, convenient  only  to  that  neighborhood; 
it  was  partial.  When,  in  Maryland,  a  bask  is  to 
be  established  by  law,  the  proportion  of  each 
county  is  allotted  it;  hooks  are  opened, and  (he 
stock  subscribed  for  in  elich  county ;  and  why 
were  not  books  opened  in  eacb  State,  and  their 

{portions  of  the  stock  allotted  to  them  as  ia  Mary- 
aod?  Sir.  when  we  consider  thai  the  directors 
of  the  mother  bank  in  Philadelphia  arc  elected 
under  the  influence  of  foreign  Ktockbolders,  to  the 
amount  of  upwards  of^ seven-tenths  of  the  whole 
capital,  we  are  not  left  much  to  conjecture,  why 
these  twenty-five  directori^are  all  ofa  particular  po- 
litical complexion,  nor  why  a  listofihem,aQd  of  ihe 
directors  of  the  branches,  as  required,  bas  not 
been  furnished,  as  ap  agent  here  had  it  ia  his 
power.  Sir,  I  should  have  been  glad  of  the  list, 
88  being  pretty  well  read  in  the  biography  of  the 
people  or  this  countrv,  I  should  have  been  eaa- 
bled  to  have  pointed  out^  I  have  no  doubt,  a 
number  of  traitors  to  the  Revolution,  Burrites, 
and  embargo-breakers;  the  whole  phalanx beiog 
at  every  stage  of  Republican  Administrations  of 
this  country,  withyeio  exceptions,  opposed  toev^ 
ry  measure  of  tliose  A4lmin]strations.  I  am  a  lit- 
tle surprised  at  their  temerity  in  asking  and  ex- 
pecting a  renewal  of  that  charter  by  which  di- 
rectors have  used  their  influence  corruptly  (o 
control  the  measures  of  the  Govern  men  t,  and  the 
elections  of  the  patriotic  favorites  of  the  people. 
We  have  seen  a  petition,  sij^ned  by  a  number  of 
the  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  addressed  to  Gen- 
eral WAsniNQTON,  to  ratify  Jay's  memorable 
Treaty,  a  number  of  whom  were  known  to  have 
been  its  bitter  enemies,  and  it  is  a  well-koowo 
fact,  that  the  reason  assigned  by  them  for  that 
act  was.  that  they  were  induced  to  subscribe  it 
under  tne  threats  of  these  bank  directors^  that  ii 
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they  did  not,  ther  need  expect  no  more  accom- 
modation at  the  oankb    We  liaTe  seen  at  Balti- 
more their  influence  exerted  in  the  memorable 
election  between  General  Smith  and  Mr.  Win- 
chester, where  Edward  Johnson,  now  Mayor  of 
Baltimore,  and  a  bank  director  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  and  Mr.  Mattbews;  now  and  often  a 
back  director,  were  put  out,  because  they  had  the 
presumplioQ  to  think  for  themselves,  and  the  te- 
merity to  vote  for  General  Smith.    These  gen- 
tlemen were   of  unblemished'  reputation,  and 
equally  entitled  to  respect  with  their  successors. 
I  have  not  a  single  doubt  but  they  did  not  suit 
the  directors  of  the  mother  bank ;  they  bad  sup- 
ported a  patriotic  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  a  sm 
of  too  deep  a  dye  to  be  forgiven  by  this  Britannic 
chosen  band,  who  have  lately  put  the  seal  to  their 
principles  in  tke  election  of  Evan  Jones,  now 
president  of  the  branch  bank  at  New  Orleans, 
who  succeeds  a  gentleman  of  republican  princi- 
ples.  This' Mr.  Jones  is  said  to  be  a  refugee  frotn 
the  United  States  at  the  commencement  of  the 
American  Revolution,  and  a  British  officer,  dur- 
ing that  period,  who  baa  been  lately  more  than 
suspected  to  be  one  of  Burr's  chosen  band.    IPat 
a  time  wben  the  directors  are  soliciting  the  re- 
newal of  their  charter,  they  can  thus  outrage 
every  principle  for  which  our  patriots  bled,  and 
prefer  the  patricide  to  the  patriot,  at  a  time  when 
the  eye  of  the  nation  was  fixed  uppn  them — what, 
I  ask,  after  a  twenty  years'  renewal  of  charter, 
may  they  not  be  expected  to  do,  or  how.  in  the  case 
of  a  war  with  Great  Briuin,  might  they  not  be 
expected  to  act?    How  would  a  patriot  of  Ame* 
rica  be  expected  to  act  in  supplying  funds  to  our 
enemies  fo  prosecute  a  war  against  this  country? 
Jt  would  certainly  be  a  treasonable  adhering  to 
oor  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort.    But, 
sir,  we  are  told  this  is  a  harmless  institution,  all 
important  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  United 
States ;  influenced  by  no  motives  but  the  com- 
mon good.     Strange,  indeed,  Would  It  be,  to  as^ 
cribe  to  the  stockliolders  of  seven-tenths  of  the 
capital  of  this  bank,  (reported  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  be  foreigners.)  and  known  to 
be  Englishmen,  a  disposition  friendly  to  this 
country.     Sir,  here  is  a  strong  foreign  infioence 
>n  the  moneyed  concerns  of  this  country.  Money 
3as  been  correctly  called  the  sinews  of  war;  and 
ire  we  to  suppose  that  Britons  are  not  as  much 
utached  to  their  country  as  Americans  are  to 
heirs,  cr  that  the  strength  and  influence  of  this 
nstitation  will  not  be  put  in  full  operation  against 
ts  when  it  has  been  committed  to  the  care,  and 
)ut  under  the  direction  of  men  known  to  be  in 
hostility  to  the  best  interests  of  this  country? 

Ckntlemen  on  the  other  side,  however,  insist 
ibat  there  is  no  improper  influence  to  be  appre- 
liended,  and  deny  it  to  be  a  party  question,  al- 
though it  is  well  known  to  haveoriginatea  in 
party,  under  the  auspices  of  the  great  Federal 
eader,  Alexander  Hamilton;  although  it  has 
>een  conducted  by  directors  of  the  mother  bank, 
exclusively  Federalists;  and  although  every  Fed- 
ralist  in  this  House  is  now  its  advocate,  it  is 
aid  to  be  harmless.    I  think,  air,  tl^e  placing  in 


the  bands  of  twenty-five  directors,  elected  by 
stockholders  seven-tenths  foreigners,  to  have  t&a 
direction  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  when 
money  is  admitted  to  be  the  sinews  of  war,  par^ 
ticuiarly  when  we  consider  their  political  com- 
plexioUi  and  retrace  their  political  conduct,  can- 
not be  safe  to  our  republican  institutions,  on  the 
score  of  its  moneyed  influence.  But  when  we 
consider  the  patronage  of  these  directorfi,  who, 
by  the  charter,  have  a  riglit  to  establish  as  many 
branches  in  the  United  States  as  they  please,  say 
one  to  each  State,  with  the  appointment  of  thir- 
teen directors,  a  president,  and  seven  officers  to 
each  branch,  with  as  great  accommodations  as 
directors,  and  salaries  to  their  officers  averaging 
a  thousand  dollars  a  year  each,  making  upwards 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars  to 
their  officers,  and  more  to  their  directors — sir, 
this  is  a  patronage  greater  than  is  possessed  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  And  will  any 
gentleman  who  regards  the  solid  interest  of  this 
country  be  disposed  to  give  this  aristocracy,  organ- 
ized as  it  is,  and  composed  of  such  materials,  the 
key  of  this  Treasury  with  its  privileges  ?  I  had 
always  supposed  that  the  Treasury  pt  this  coun- 
try ought  to  be  in  the  bands  of  Representatives  of 
the  American  people ;  they  ar«  said  to  hold  the 

Surse-strings  or  the  nation*^  treasure,  and  not  that 
ody  who  now  directs  this  banL  Have  they  not 
denounced  the  Administration  and  every  measure 
of  the  Government,  and  supported  its  most  invet- 
erate enemies  ?  But  suppose  them  to  have  been 
correct  in  all  tbeir  measures^  ought  the  nation's 
Representatives  to  give  to,  foreigners,  knowing 
them  to  be  such,  the  immense  advantages  flow- 
iiijg  from  the  renewal  of  this  charter,  or  to  one  eet 
of^her  citizens  this  benefit,  which  they  have  en- 
joyed for  twenty  years,  in  exclusion  of  her  other 
citizens^  who,  to  say  no  more,  are  equally  entitled . 
to  the  favors  of  Government? 

If,  sir,  we  have  the  power  and  feel  it  necessary 
to  tbe  fiscal  concerns  of  the  nation  to  have  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  the  eight  million  two  hundred  thoa- 
sand  dollars  held  by  foreigners  in  its  funds  ought 
to  be  withdrawn,  and  that  share  of  stock  distri- 
buted amonff  the  States,  having  an  eye  to  stock 
already  held  by  citizens ;  so  that  the  proportion 
of  eacQ  State,  agreeably  to  the  relative  census  of' 
the  States,  might  be  apportioned  and  subscribed^ 
wherebj  tne  establishment  might  be  purged  or 
its  foreign  influence.  But.  it  is  said,  these  for- 
eigners will  send  their  gold  to  Etfgland.  Can 
any  man  of  sound  judgment  suppose  they  would 
transfer  their  capital  to  England  and  take  four 
per  cent,  in  England,  and  that  in  paper,  whea 
they  can  loan  their  money  in  this  country,  at  six 
per  cent,  and  get  the  interest  in  specie? 

Sir,  there  can  be  no  possibilitjr  ortheir  exporting 
their  stock  in  specie  very  speedily,  when  you  take 
a  view  of  the  late  report  of  the  Treasury ;  they 
will  not  have  specie  to  meet  the  specie  engage- 
ments of  the  bank.  Sir,  this  institution  was  es- 
tablished by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  witb- 
out  a  bonus  or  any  solid  advantage  to  the  United 
States.  He  well  knowing  what  had  been  the 
engtgemenu  of  the  atookbolders.of  the  Bftnk  of 
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JSogland,  at  its  fstablisbmeni,  and  frequent  ex- 
.tensioDs  in  its  accommodatioDs  to  the  British 
GoYernmeDt;  and  that  the  derangement  in  its 
fiscal  concerns  had  forced  these  extensions  on 
that  Government.  He  also  well  knew  that  when 
the  two  insajrance  fire  compaaies,  ^^The  Lon- 
don'' and  the  '^ Royal  Fire  Insurance  Company," 
were  established  with  a  capital  of  four  hundred 
"  and  fifty  thousand,  pounds  sterling  each,  thef 

fave  as  a  bonus  to  the  British  Government  one 
undred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  each,  and  yet 
this  experience  was  not  turned  to  the  benefit  of 
the  United  States:  but  this  charter  was  granted 
without  any  benent  but  to  speculators,  who  were 
holders  of  the  funded  debt,  which  was  made  a 
part  of  the  stock  of  this  bank.    Sir,  in  the  pro- 
Tisions  of  the  law  for  the  establishment  of  this 
bank,  whose  capital  was  to  have  been  ten  mil 
lions  of  dollars,  the  stockholders  were  so  favored, 
as  to  be  permitted  to  go  on  as  soon  as  four  hun- 
dred tho,usand  dollars  were  paid  in,  (oni^-twenty- 
fifth  part  of.  the  capital.)  and  thus  on  that  small 
sum  they  proceeded  to  business  and  received  an 
Interest  on  fifteen  millions  of  dollars;  and^o  much 
in  conclave  are  its  concerns,  and  so  much  un;der 
the  control  of  men  of  a  particular  political  com- 
plexion, all  the  directors  of  the  mother  bank  at 
all  times  have  been  Federal  or  worse,  many  of 
them  tories  or  monarchists;  so  that,  as  to  its' 
secrets^  it  might  be  compared  to  the  inquisition, 
and  being  under  such  control  I  hi^ve  ever  doubted 
the  statement  of  its  funds.    Sir,  the  humiliation 
of  having  such  an  assemblage  of  characters  se- 
lected by  foreigners  to  select  directors  for  the 
branches  in  each  State  has  ever  been  truly  grat- 
ing to  the  honest  feelings  of  Republicans,  and 
yiolative  of  the  rights  of  the  States,  to  whom  an 
independent  Republican  Government  has  been 
guarantied. 

Sir,  there  can  be  no  necessity  for  ihii  bank. 
The  State  banks  are  abundantly  sufficient  to  tup- 
ply  every  requisition,  if  the  United  States  depos- 
ites  are  made  in  them.  This  goes  all  lengths  to 
defeat  the  arguments  of  gentlemen,  predicated  on 
the  principle  of  necessity,  as  vestinp^  this  power 
in  Congress.  There  are  banks  in  Baltimore 
alone  with  a  nominal  capital  of  eight  millions 
two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars,  four 
millions  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  which 
is  paid  in  ;.and  if  a  nominal  capital  of  the  Uni- 
ted States'  Bank  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  with 
four  hundred  thousand  doUars  only  paid  in, 
could  begin  and  progress  in  business,  is  it  possi- 
ble to  doubt  that  the  banks  of  Baltimore,  with 
four  millions  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars  paid 
in,  already  in  operation,  could  not  go  on,  with  the 
^eppsites  of  the  United  States,  and  extend  their 
business,  so  as  to  give  every  qecessary  accommo- 
dation to  individuals  and  the  public  ?  Can  there 
be  any  magic  in  the  United  States'  Bank  1  Or 
can  any  honest  American  feel  a  predilection  to  its 
foreign  stockholders,  or  to^their  hopeful  selection 
of  directors?  I  trust  not«  Therefore,  there  can 
be  no  cause  of  alarm ;  no  danger  to  tb6  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  the  nation.  But,  sir,  many  of  the  Slates 
have  banhs,  and  will  no  doubt  conduct  them  as 


honestly,  and  impartially  as  the  United  Ststa' 
Bank  has  been  conducted,  and  under  the  direc- 
tion of  men  >the  Unitedl  States  may  as  stfelf 
trust,  and  on  whom  the  public  may  as  coofideailf 
rely,  for  accotnmodation ;  unless,  perad?eDtQre, 
some  gentlemen  might  repose  more  coDfideoee 
ia  foreigners,  than  in  their  own  citizens;  boil 
hope  and  trust  there  are  none  such  wlthia  ibis 
sanctuary  of  the  liberties  of  the  nation.   We 
have  been  told  by  a  gentleman  from  New  Yoil^ 
(Mr.  Fi8K,)  that  agriculture,  commerce,  and  man- 
ufactures, will  receive  a  vital  stab  by  suffering  the 
charter  of  this  baak  to  expire.  This  is  a  grouDd- 
less  phantom,  produced  by  the  feverish  fancy  of 
this  gentleman  laboring  under  the  bank  manias 
but,  sir,  if  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufac- 
tures, wefe  to  feel  it,  in  the  extent  suggested  by  the 
gentleman,  I  4riist  (hose  classes  of  our  feilow- 
citfzebs  would  bear  it  with  fortitude,  when  tbey 
refiected  that  it  could  not  be  renewed  but  by 
a  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States — a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  Slates,  to 
whom  is  guarantied  an  independent  Republican 
form  of  Government,  and  perhaps  a  violation  of 
our  independence,  for  which  the  best  blood  of 
our  heroes  was  shed  on  the  altar  of  liberty.  This 
charter  is  a  cancer  on  the  body  politic,  which  1 
hope  we  ^hall  suffier  the  band  of  time  to  eviscer- 
ate* and  eradicate^ and  no-longer  suffer  any  foreign 
agency  in  the  regulation  of  the  internal  affairs 
oF  this  country ;  and  that  we  shall  preserre  our 
fiscal  concerns  from  the  influence  of  those  whose 
interest  it  is  to  destroy  them.    But  we  are  told, 
by  the  same  gentleman,  that  the  Secretary  oithe 
Treasury,  whom  he  calls  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  has  reported  iMs  iMink  as  necessary 
to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  this  country ;  and  I  sup* 
pose,  by  giving  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
the  title  of  Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer,  he 
wished  to  impress  this  House  with  the  powers  of 
that  officer  in  England,  to  give  an  imposing  in- 
fluence to  the  Secretary  here:  and  while  be  ad- 
vocates the  interest  of  these  foreign  stockholders, 
he  so  far  forgets  himself  as  to  introduce  into  oar 
Government  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer; 
but  I  hope  we  shall  exercise  our  own  judgment, 
and  be  satisfied  with  our  own  Government,  or- 
eanized  as  it  is,  disregarding  the  priocipI&  of 
foreign  Governments,  and  the  interest  of  loreiga 
stockholders.  .  Sir,  we  are  told  by  the  same  gen- 
tleman that  Congress  sold  toforeiffoers  two  hun- 
dred thousand  doUars  of  the  stock  in^  this  bank 
but  a  few  years  ago;  and,  thereforcj  we  ought 
to  renew  the  charter.    Sir,  the  purchasers  knew 
the  tenure  by  which  this  charter  was  held,  and 
the  precise  moment  of  its  death ;   they  bought 
it  as  it  was,  a  perishable  article,  and  the  selling 
of  the  stock  by  the  United  Slates  ought  to  have 
been  considered  as  the  tocsin  of  its  dissolution, 
at  the  time  appointed  for  it.    The  claim  to  re- 
new the  charter  on  that  ground,  is  as  ridiculous  as 
for  a  man  who  has  bought  a  horse,  on  his  death 
to  demand  another.'    We  are  told  of  the  vast  in- 
convenience our  merchants  will  experience  by 
not  having  an  universally  circulating  medium; 
how,  say  theyi  can  money  be  paid  by  a  Bostooita 
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at  New  Orletus  ?  Sir,  moaty  li  not  puid  in  latg^ 
commerelal  truimcCions,  aad,  if  U  were,  woald' 
ic  not  be  aa  easy  matter,  iifa  merchaat  ha^  Boecoo 
baak  noiea,  lo  gat  the  specie  for  tbeia,  aad  send 
tbat  to  New  Orleans?  How,  I  ask,  would  he  do 
if  h^  wanted  the  money  at  the  Havana,  or  any 
foreign  port  ?  And  why  eanaol  he  do  the  same 
at  Neir  Orleans  ?  Sir,,this  is  the  common  ht  of 
meschanta?  But,  sir,  if  the  -gentleman  has  Bos* 
ton  United  States'  branch  bank  notes,  could  he 

St  gold  fof  them  at  th^  New  Orleans-  branch 
ok  1  No,  sir,  and  a  genUef^aa  who  bad  fi^e 
hundred  pounds  of  the  United  States'  mother 
and  bxaJich  bank  notes,  might  have  to, to  travel 
to  every  Slate  baving  a  baak,  to  get  the  specie, 
as  neiiher  will  give  specie  for  the  paper  of  the 
oiber,  iind  ate  to  that  purpose  foreign  to  each 
oth«r.  indeed,,  it  Jias  been  suggested,  as  a  prac- 
tice, to  secure  the  bank  from' a  pressure  for  specie. 
to  circulate ,  the  Eastern  notes  to  the.  West,  aaa 
so,  vice  'wrso,  whereby  the  holders^  on  the  fourth 
of  March',  will  be-put  to  great  indonYenience 
ia  procuring  apeeie  for  them.  Sir,  the  p<*ople  of 
£ogland  bad  no  aatioaal  bank  ttti  the  year  six- 
teen hundred  and  ninety,  seven,  leSs  than  a  cen^' 
tury  before  4he  establisbment  of  this  bank,  and 
they  were  enabled  to  conduct  their  great  oom* 
merciai  concerns,  to  great  advantage ;  aad  as  the 
United  States  had  an  extended  commerce  before 
the  esiablisbfoent  of  this  bank,  I  trust  her  mer* 
chants  witi  be  able  still  to  conduct  advantage-* 
oosly  their  commereial  coaeeras,  Without  our 
aacrificiog  the  Constitution  we  are  sworn  to  sup* 
port,  or  heiQg  tiibatary  to  foreigners,  whose  ia- 
terests  I  aev^r  cah  respect,  when  iti  collision  with 
that  of  the  Aneriean  people. 

Mr.Bovo  said  be  was- unwiiiiag  to  give  his 
vote  oo  the  queation  of  indefinite  poatpooement, 
without. ofiering  to  the  House,  and  those  that  be 
in  part  represenlcd,  bis  seati meats.  I  shall  votC) 
said  he,fortlte  postponement;  aod<  should  that 
vote  act  prevail,  then  against:  the  bill  in  its  ^ires* 
eat  foMDy  aad  every  ether  in  which  it  may  be 
presented  to  me  for  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  predicated  on  the 
original  grant ;  because  to  my  laind  it  is  uncoa- 
stitotioaiS^  And  here,  Mr.  Speaker,  you  must 
allow  me  to  go^back  and  take  a  look  at  the  time 
and  manner  ^  its  creation,  and  how  it  orig^tnafed. 
To  my  mind  li  was  created  in  aid  of  the  funding 
system— and  what  was  that  debt  so  created,  not 
eoatractedl  Was  it  for  the  redemption  of  the 
bills  of  credit  called  Congress  mosey,  that  paid 
your  Army  in  the  field  $  fed  and  clothed  them  for 
years?  No.  Was  it  to  redeem  said  bills  that 
were  paid  to  the  farmer  forhis  flour,  beef,  teams', 
hay,  and  supvlies  to  thte  Army?  No,  no,  sir. 
How  then?  Why,  after  theses  bills  bad  so  far 
depreciated  that  the  farmers  were  unwilling  to 
receive  them,  then  certificates  were  given  at  the 
comparative  price  of  those  depreoiati^d  bilkr. 
Then,  again,  it  became  necessary  to  liquidate 
those  certificates  down  to  specie  value.  Were 
they  called  in  then 7  No,  no,  sir ;  no  redemption 
yei-*-aod  let  me  tell  you,  sir,  it  was  that  paper 
and  eiedit  that  placed  yoo  in  that  chair,  and  me 


oh  this  fioor.     Well,  next  the  Constitution  k 
formed,  and  Congress  set  themselves  about  Spay- 
ing the  debts  of  the  United  States,  and  some  paft 
of  the  several  States'  debt.    Mr.  Speaker,  hoar 
was  it  done  ?  -  Runners  go  out  in  every  direction' 
to  purchase  those  liquidated  certificates,  and  they^ 
succeed,  at  2s.  fid.  in  the  pound  value  up  to  8^.- 
AU  the  certificates  funded  did  not  on  an  average 
cost  the  purchaser  more  than  five  shiUiogs  in  the 
pound.    Now,  sir,  the  bills  called  Congress  money ' 
are  all,  or  neit  to  all,  sunk  in  the  hands  of  the  - 
holders,  and  fifteen  shillings  in  the  pound  of  tha 
residue.    Now,  sir,  an  act  of  general  justice  takes  - 
place!    The  said  certificates  are  funded  at  20»;^. 
o^  their  nominal  value  to  the  speculator ;  and  aa 
interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  given  to  himp 
to  pav  which,  duties  are  laid,  and  money  bor-- 
rowed  to  pay  the  interest  in  advance  of  the  rev* 
enue.    A  charter  is  now  granted  for  a  bank  of 
tee  miliiODs  of  dollars,  seven  and  a  half  miltiona 
of  which  was  to  be  tnis  aforesaid  State  paper, 
and  ttro  millions  five  hundred  thousand  in  spe^ 
cie;  and  wiien  a  small  part  of  tlpt  was  paid.  iiiL 
they  were  allowed  to  begin  their  discounts  and 
issue  their  paper  to  double  the  amount  of  vthe 
whole  capital!  viz:  twenty  millions;  these  ceiw 
tificates  drawing.six  per  eent.^  making  seven  mil* 
lioQs  &}fe  hundred  thousand  of  the  stock.    Noit^ 
this  part  must,  according  to  this  statement,  give 
to  the  stockholders  eighteen  per  cent,  for  the  de» 
poaite  of  this  State  paper,  and  twelve  for  the  reei^ 
due.    Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  ask  where  was 
the  redemption  for  these  bank  notes  so  issued  I 
Sorely  not  in  the  bank}  for  that  was  seven  and 
a  half  millions  State  paper  as  above,  drawing 
six  per  cepi^    Not  in  cash,  for  that  was  not  sup* 
posed  to  be  there.    Therefore,  to  my  mind,  this 
waa  a  great  deception ;  swindling  I  will  call  iti 
Ah !  hut,  say  some,  oy  this  means  you  were  fur« 
nished  with  a  capital  and  enabled  to  cariy  oa 
commerce  to  a  great  extent,    I  deny  the  faet| 
our  capital  was  the  produce  of  our  soil  and  iii«* 
dustry.    Banks,  at  best,  are  ao  more  than  a  coa-> 
veniency  to  merchants;  and  I  respect  honest  mer- 
chants; they  are  usefol  and  necessary,  bnt  I  dd 
not  include  bank  stock  jobbers,  or  mea  calling* 
themselves  nierchants  without  a  capital,  mere* 
drones  in  the  hive.    No,  sir,  the  latter  is  a  moth 
to  the  Commonwealth. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  this  schemo  of  banking* 
is  an  evil  in  its  operation  something  like  the  faro' 
table,  always  in  its  operations,  at  each  round, 
deposition  six  per  cent,  to  the  stockholders — ^for 
what  1    The  exchange  of  a  note  discounted,  and 
the  note  so  lodged  the  best  of  the  two !    Ah,  and 
ia-ilus  indeed  (he'capital  of  oor  country?    Sir,  I 
am  lost  inthcbhicaaery.    The  banks  enable  us 
to-  overtrade  on  a  false  capital ;  depreciate  ouri 
property;  demoralize  our  citizens,  and  take  or- 
send  the  gold  and  silver  out  of  the  country.    Let 
me  state  thba  little  further.    1  will  supjioste  a 
line  drawn  at  a  distance  from  the  sea  of  fifty* 
miles,  the   whole  leneih  of  the  continentf    i» 
wonld  ask,  if  the  colli vation  of  that  tract  of 
country  would  be  equal  to  the  maintenance  or 
themselves  and  those  collected  hi  the  cities  1    l< 
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•Relieve  doc.  Tbefi,  agein^  let  me  suppose  that, 
on  an  a?erage,  the  whole  length  of  our  country 
ibe  cuhirated  to  the  dLstance  of.  two  hundred 
«iiles  from  the  seaboard.  Then,  it  appears*  that 
4be  average  distance  that  we  have  to  take  all  opr 
transportable  produce  is  one  huiuired  and  twenty- 
ifive  miles.  It  ts  believed  that  the  cultivated  dis- 
<ance  is,. on  an  average,  nearly  four  hundred 
tnileSi  which  will  enhance  the  price  of  transpor- 
tation qiostly  by  land  to  the  cities.  Now,  sir,  at 
the  general  price,  one-third,  and,  In  some  cases, 
one-half,  is  expended  in  getting  the  produce  there. 
But  this  is  kept  out  of  sight,  and  much  said  about 
high  and  ffreat  prices  obtained  by  the  farmer.  It 
is  nominal,  not  real.  It  is  ^paid  them  in  depre- 
ciated bank  paper.  Sir,  I  do  contend  that  not 
only  the  bank  paper  is  depreciated,  but  that,  by 
the  means  of  it3  abundance,  the  gold  and  silver 
is  depreciated.  Qne  dollar,  eight  years  since, 
was  worth  more  than  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents 
is  at  this  day.  Besides  all  this,  I  ask.  is  there 
cash  in  their  vaults  to  redeem  their  bills  ?  No, 
AO,  sir,  not  for  one-half.  Thus,  sir,  are  the  peo* 
|)le  swindled  out  of  their  propertu  to  support 
gambling  and  chicane.  Is  this  what  enhances 
property  and  gives  a  capital  to  carry  on  com- 
merce? No,  for  myself,  I  think  not.  It  is  the 
product  of  our  .soil  and  our  industry  that  is  the 
capital,  and  on  that  we  do  and  ought  to  trade; 
pnd  that  trade  ought  to  be  intemi^,  turned  to  our 
own  manufactories  in  a  great  part.  I  do  not  say 
that  banks  are  not  convenient  and  useful  to  a  cer* 
tain  degree ;  but  I  do  not  thiuk  that  the  advan- 
tage is  equal  to  the  disadvantage.  I  am  well 
aware  that  such  sentiments  will  be  treated  with 
ridicule;  but,  sir,  that  does  not  intimidate  ipe; 
thev  are  my  sentiments,  and  as  such  I  give  them, 
without  the  least  fear  of  intimidation,  having  in 
▼lew  the  happiness  of  my  country;  and  I  will 
renture  to  say,  that  the  <hiy  is  not  far  distant,  if 
we  progress  as  we  have  done  with  banks,  that 
the  country  will  exnerience  an  universal  shock 
from  this  false  capital.  Before  ypu,  sir,  are  prop- 
ositions for  charters  of. incorporation  within  this 
District  for  banks  to  the  amount  of  four  millions. 
Can  there  be  *«  want  of  capital  ?  If  there  ia, 
how  is  this  stock  to  be  furnished  ? 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  hear  from  Richmond,  Balti- 
more, and  Philadelphia,  much  said  against  the 
renewal  of  the  United  States'  Bank  charter,  and 
I  agree  with  them ;  but,  I  believe,  from  very  dif- 
ferent principles.  The  profits  of  this  bank  have 
been,  from  its  issues  and  the  deposites  of  the  rev- 
enue and  private  individuals,  immense,  and  they 
want  the  cards  in  their  own'  hands  to  play  the 
aame  game.  I  think  they  are  not  entitled  to 
much  credit.-  The  odds  consists  in  thia:  the  one 
ia  against^  the  Constitution,  the  other  not ;  the 
principle  is  the  same  in  both. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  we  must  have  a  Nat iooaf  Bank, 
let  it  be  so  in  reality.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  go 
into  the  detail  of  such  an  institution.  It  is  not 
my  purpose;  but  I  think  that  it  mieht  easily  be 
done  by  making  a  portion  of  our  putHic  lands  the 
foundation  of  such  part  as  the  United  States 
aiiould  choose  tn  subscribe  or  hold ;  the  bank  to 


be  created  in  the  District  of  Celsmbia,  asd  to 
extend  branches  into  such  Stales  as,  bf  lav, 
would  choose  to  accept  tbem.  Sir,  I  had  ouieh 
more  to  say  on  this  subject,  but  I  pereeiretbit 
the  House  is  impatient,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  de- 
tain it,  and  shall  add  no  more. 

Mr.  McKcB. — Residing  as  I  do  in  a  partof  tbii 
country,  remote  from  the  scene  of  hank  open- 
tions,  I  had  determined  to  sajr  nothing  on  the 
subject,  contenting  myself  by  giving  a  vote,  flow- 
ing from  the  honest  convictiona  of  my  heart;  but 
the  extraordinary  manner  in  which  this  diseus- 
sion  has  been  managed  on  the  part  of  the  oppo- 
aers  of  the  bill,  by/attempting  to  make  it  a  pirty 

?|ue9tion,  has  compelled  me  to  commence  mf  de 
ence  of  the  rote  I  exp^t  to  give  on  thisinotioD. 
So  far  as  I  know,  or  believe,  my  suffra^  in  fsToc 
of  a  renewal  of  the  charter  of  tLe  United  Sutei' 
Bank  is  in  conformity  with  the  views  and  wi^bei 
of  the  people  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  repr^ 
sent ;  and  any  change  in  their  aentimeats  wbJc& 
might  be  effected  by  the  frequent  appeals  to  their 
passions  and  prejudices,  madie  in  the  form  of 
argument,  it  becomes  ihy  dmy  to  correct. 

MTe  are  arrested  in  the  threahold  of  this  dis- 
cussion by  a  Constitutional  objection,  bf  whieb 
it  is  alleged  that  Coi^esa  do  not  pOms  the 
power  of  renewing  this  charter.    1  had  ihoogbt 
this  question  long  since  settled,  not  aloacbftbose 
who  originally  granted  the  charter,  but  coofirmed 
by  Mr.  Jefferson  and  the  votea  of  a  Repoblican 
Congress.    I  have  Jbeen  ted  to  thia  opiawo  bjr  s 
recurrence  to  the  act  of  Congresa  of  the  23d  of 
March,  1804,  bv  which  the  Preaideat^ad  Direct- 
ors of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Suies  areavtbor- 
ized  to  establish  offices  of  discount  and  depoiite 
in  any  of  the  Territories  or  .dependencies  of  tbe 
United  Statea.    A  gentleman  has  said,  tkii  «tf 
a  power  possessed  originally  by  thehanx.   If  so, 
for  what  end  was  this  law  enacts?    It  mo^ 
either  have  beea  enacted  from  an  opiaioo  ibit 
the  charter  could  not,  without  this  aid,  beexteod- 
ed  to  New  Orleans,  or  tfaAt  it  waa  proper  aod  se 
eessory,'  in  order  to  the  well  management  of  (be 
fiscal  concerns  of  tbe  country,  that  this  iostiia- 
tion  should  be  extended  to  New  Orleans.  Kiiber 
case  answers  my  purpose ;  for,  if  the  hank  could 
not,  without  this  act  of  Congrves,  establish  u 
office  of  discount  and  deposiie  ^at  New  O/least, 
(which  tfeema  to  be  the  better  opinion,)  then  tbe 
passage  of  a  law  extending  the  toflueoee,  tbe 
power,  and  the  profit  of  the  bank,  cannot  be  coo* 
sidered  in  any  other  light  than  a  tacit  aad  foU 
acknowledgment,  on  the  partof  Mr.  Jefferson  aod 
the  Republican  Congress,  that  the  charter  wsi 
within  the  pale  of  the  Constitntion.    For,  sif? 
can  it  be  supposed,  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  Coo* 
gress,  who  were  more  republican  \^  1804  tbiaat 
any  other  period,  would  hare  extended,  bolstered 
up,  supported,  and  cherished  an  institution,  ori- 
ginally obtained  by  a  violation  of  the  sacred 
charter  of  our  political  rights?    No.    Sarel]r,il 
is  impossible.    And  K^  sir,  this  office  of  diecoont 
and  deposite  wa^  induced  lo  go  to  New  Orietitfi 
because  it  was  necessary  and  proper  to  bs  «»< 
thither  for  the  better  managemeat.of  the  (oUtf- 
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tion  of  taxes  at  that  p6rt,  thii  eiredmstanee  ad- 
mits tfap  only  fact  necessary  to  be  io  proof  to  es- 
tablish the  power  of  Congress  to  pass  the  law. 

If,  sir,  any  addtiional  proof  could  be  wanting 
CO  ^bow  that  tbe  power  of  Congress,  under  the 
Con^tiintioo,  has  been  considered  sufficient,  by 
this  Administration,  to  amborize  them  to  f  rant 
the  charter  in  question,  It  is  a biHidanclv- furbished 
hy  the  act  of  Congress  of  tfte  34tb  oi  February, 
1901.  for  tbe  poaiirhment'or  fraiKls  committed  on 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  hf  this  law  Con- 
fess bare  subjected  the  eKizens  of  the  United 
States  to  capital  punishment,  for  counterfeiting 
the  notes  of  tbe  United  States'  Bank.  Now,  if 
Congress,  by  the  Constitution,  have  not  the  power 
originally  to  grant  this  charter,  thonbtes  of  the 
bank  were  certainly  issued  in^rtolatton  of  the  su- 
preme law  of  tbe  land,  and  Cgnzress  had  no  power 
wiratsoever  to  pfis»  a  law  making  that  criminal 
which  was  in  itself  no  crime,  and  could  not,  by 
any  conception  whatever,  be  considered  as  a  vio- 
laiion  of  any  law  of  the  Omted  States<  It  seems 
to  me  to  be  "perfectly  paradoxical  and  absurd  to 
say  that  any  inatituttoa,  having  no  legitimate 
right  to  issae  paper,  nevertheless  has-  a  right  to 
the  interpoaition  of  Congress  in  their  behalf, 
making  it  a  crime  against  the  United  States  to 
counterfeit  tKis  paper,  which  was  vssued  in  vio- 
lation of  the  supreme  law  of  tbe  land.  Under 
this  act  of  Congress  the  citizens  of  the  United 
Slates  have  been  deprived  of  their  liberty  as  welt 
as  subjected  to  heavy  fines,  by  the  decisions  of 
your  cooTts.  A  citiseir  of  Kentucky  has  been 
doomed  to  coahnement  in  the  jjiil  and  peniten- 
tiary hoasa  for  a  violation  of  this  act  of  Coa- 
gress,  and  he  was  not  relieved  from  ^e  fauffs  of 
the  law  by  the  President,  (Mr.  Jeflfersoo.)  How 
are  these  things  to  be  teconciled  on  any  other 
ground  than  by  admitting  th^  Constitutional  va« 
udity  of  tbe  original  act  granting  the  charter  1 

Bat  it  has  been  stated  that  this  charter^  when 
originally  granted,  operated  in  the  ^nature  of  a 
contract,  and  that  Congress  could  not  repeal  the 
act  of  a  former  Congress  granting  a  charier,  and 
heoee  the  power  to  make,  and  propriety  of  pass- 
ing, the  act  in  question.  This  idea  is  altogether 
faUacious,  beeanse  it  iA  an  indispensable  requisite 
to  all  contracts  that  the  parties  thereto  shall  be 
€Me  to  contract.  If  tbe  Constitution  vested  no 
power  in  Congress  (o  make  the  contract,  it  was 
absolutely  void ;  and  if  tbe  Congress  of  1807 
were  thus  impressed,  they  could  not  and  would 
not  have  passed  the  law  in  qnestioo,  and  there- 
fore 1  infer  that  they  considered  that  the  Consti- 
tution hud  vested  Congress  with  the  power  to 
grant  the  charter. 

In  addition  to  this,  we  find  that  the  present 
8ccrec-«ry  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  auspices  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  made  a  report  in  fjivor  of  tbe  re* 
Bcvral  of  the  cherter  of  the  United  Stales'  Baakj 
in  porsoaace  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  pass- 
ed oatbe  subject.  This  report  called  fortn  no 
a nimad versions  from  any  section  of  the  country '; 
and  I  have  ever  understood  that,  if  this  auestton 
had  then  been  brought  forward,  it  would  have 
passed  by  a  large  majority  of  Congren.    These 


eircnnsstaoces  have  led  me  to  suppose  this  ques- 
tion had  received  the  ratification  of  every  partv 
and  of  every  Administration,  and,  what  in  stiU 
of  more  importance  and  hfaber  authority,  the 
sanction^  and  confirmation  of  the  sovereign  peo- 
ple, aod  therefore  considered  as  an  adjudged  case, 
•tested  by  experience. 

1  shall  not  consume  the  time  of  the  House  by 
any  enumeration  of  the  ])0«)rers  of  Congress,  aris- 
ing from  tbe  Constitution  itself,  with  a  view  to 
prove  that  Congress  originally  had  the  power  to 
pass  the  law  granting  this  charter,  and  still  ppa- 
sess  ii^  because  this  ground  has  already  b?ea  oc- 
cupied with  great  ability,  and  the  power  of  Coo* 
gross  to  pass  the  bill  dearly  shown,  and,  any 
remarks  which  I  might  make,  would  only  be  a 
repetition  of  the  arg;uments  of  others.  1  shall, 
therefore,  content  myself  by  answering  some  ob- 
jections made  to  the  bill. 

It  is  said  the  bank  will  be  a  thorn  and  a  viper 
in  the  bosom  of  the  United  States,  which  will, 
ere  long,  sting  the  political  liberty  of  this  coun- 
try to  death.  This- is  a  strong  charge,^and,  if  it 
be  found  true,  it  must  be  coodusive  against  the 
bill.  But,  let  us  ezamine  this  bold  assertfon  by 
the  test  of  reason  and  experience;  ibis  charter 
was  given  by  Ooogress  twenty  years  ago;  since 
that  time  the  CoDstitution  and  the  political  liber- 
ties of  this  country  have  been  in.  the  hands  of  our 
political  <9pponentBr  and  are  now  In  our  bands  an- 
impaired.  The  country  has,  io  the  latter  period, 
been  prosperous  beyond  example;  agriculture 
has  prospered,  commerce  has  flourisl^ed,  internal 
improvements  have  increased,  the  people  have 
enjoyed  peace  and  nrbsperity,  security  and  hap* 
piaessi  In  a  degree  innnitely  superior  to  that  of  any 
other  nation  on  earth.  No  deleterious  conse- 
quences have  grown  out  of  this  institution,  affect- 
ing the  security  or  liberty  of  the  citizen  or  tbe 
country;  Ifis  said,  and  truly,  too,  that  ours  is  a 
Goverament  of  experiment,  none  similar  to  it 
ever  having' existed  before.  Here,  then^  is  tbe 
test  of  experience  in  favor  of  this  institution,  and 
why  discontinue  it  to  try  some  devious  and  un- 
known track  ? 

But,  sir.  suppose  there  is  something  of  troth  in 
this  statement:  I  ask  if  State  banks  are  not  equal- 
ly as  dangerous  to  the  political  liberties  of  the 
Stages,  as  this  bank  can  be  to  the  United  Statesi 
And  if  the  political  liberties  of  tbe  States  are 
atoogto  death,  1  ask  where  will  you  find  the  lib- 
erties of  ihe  United  States?  I  believe  tbey  will 
sink  with  the  liberties  of  the  States.  But,  if  gen- 
tlemen are  really  serious  oo  this  subject;  if  they 
believe  thai  banking  is  fraught  with  thords  and 
not  with  roses,  and  wish  to  return  to  the  state  of 
native  simplicity  which  existed  in  the  pure  ages 
of  'kncient  Qreece  and  Rome,  I  will  unite  with 
them  as  far  as  we  have  power,  in  plucking  up  by 
the  roots  this  monster,  aud  make  a  common  bon- 
fire of  the  charters  of  every  bank  in  the  nation.. 
To  do  less  would  not  cure  the  evil^  if  any  exists. 

But  it  is  said  that  this  institution  will  destroy 
Repobliean  principles  and  Federalize  the  country. 
This  bank,  as  I  have  already  stated,  was  in  ope- 
raiioo  in  Fede.ral  times,  aaJ,  notwithstanding  ita 
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iofloeiice,  thctoe  times  harecbtnged.  Erffterience, 
ihe  best  possible  test  of  human,  afairs,  does  not 
■  bear  geDtlemec  out  in  this  assertion.  On  exami- 
nation we  find,  that  the  States  of  Rhode' Isiand, 
Connecticut,  add  Delaware  are  the  only  Stated  in 
tl^e  Union  who  are  represented  in  the  Senate  and 
in  this  House  exclusively  by  Federalists— ^et 
there  is  not  now  and  never  was  a  branch  of  tni^ 
bttnk  in'  either  of  those  Slates.  But  there  is  a 
branchbank  in  Georfia^  South  Carolina,  Virginia, 
Maryland,  New  York,  aad  Massaohuietta,  and  the 
mother  Bank  in  Pennsylvania.  The  two  irst  are 
exclusively  Republican  States,  and  those  parts  of 
all  the  others  (except  Massachusetts)  where  those 
tMnks  are  seated,  are  represented  on  this  floor  by 
Republicans;  whence  then  are- found  the  facts  to 
prove  this  assertion—or  do  gentlemen  pursue  a 
recent  example,  set  by  a  certain  great  man,  of 
giving  cpinions,  when,  with  the  same  breath,  it  is 
acknowledged  tbere  exist  no  fac^  on  which  they 
are  founded. 

The  foreign  capital  employed  in  this  bank  is  a 
groiind  of  great  alarm  to  some  ffeailemen.  In 
answer  to  this  objection,  I  would  ask,  if  it  ever 
bad  been,  or  if  it  is  now  the  interest  or  the  policy 
of  the  States  or  the  United  States  to  exclude  for- 
eign capital  from  being  received  and  employed 
in  your  country?  Do  you  find  any  prtivision  in 
the  charters  ot  the  State  banks,  prohibiting  for- 
eigners from  becoming  stockholders?*  Is  there 
.any  provision  in  those  bills  from  the  Senate,  es- 
tablishing half  a  dozen  banks  in  the  District 'of 
Columbia,  prohibiting  foreigners  frooA  beeoming 
stockholders  ?  To  ail  these  questions  yon  are 
compelled  to  answer  in  the  negative.  So  long 
as  the  prodts  of  agricultural  pursuits  or  commer- 
cial enterprise  Airnish  the  adventurer  with  a  good 
profit  over  and  above  the  price  he  has  to  pay  for 
the  use  of  the  capital  employed,  just 'that  long 
will  he  continue  to  employ  it ;  aiid,  if  the  capital 
Is  not  to  be  found  at  home,  application  will  be  made 
lor  it  abroad  ;  and  whenever  capital  becomes  re- 
dundant at  home,  you  will  then  exclude  focefrn 
capital.  Before  that  time  the  attempt  would  be 
unavailing;  fbr  capital,  like  air  or  water,  will 
seek  its  level.  I  have  thought  that  foreign  capital 
in  this  country  would  have  had  rather  a  salutnry 
tendency,  inasmuch  as  it  would  interest  men  of 
influence  in  the  preservation  of  the  peace  ant)  per*' 
petuity  of  the  Qovernment.  Mr.  JelTerson  must 
have  been  thus  impressed  ;  or  how  could  behave 
permitted  a  sale  of  the  bank  stock  of  the  United 
States  directly  to  Englishmen— and  he  was  cer- 
tainly not  chargeable  with  a  predilection  in  favor 
of  British  influence.  There  is  in  England  a  class 
of  men  favorable  to  the  prosperity  of  this  country ; 
aad  I  have  always  understood  that  it  is  these 
alone  who  have  interest  in  our  funds.  Besides, 
if  this  foreign  capital  is  fraught  with  all  those 
evils  which  gentlemen  picture  to  themselves,  the 
argument  holds  good  ngaiost  State  b^nks,  and 
goes  to  prove  the  necessity  of  their  destruction 
also. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  WRtcmr) 
has  made  some  heavy  charses  against  the  direc- 
tors of  the  United  States'  Bank  and  their  naaa- 


agemenr.  1  bad  ihoogbt  k  uoi  versalky  nndentosd 
and  admitted,  that  the  management  of  this  pm 
moneyed  instituiion  had  been  exemplanly  correct, 
and  I  have  not  before  heard  anything  of  the  kiod 
laid  to  their  char^.  But,  even  admittiog  tte 
charge  to  be  trae,  it  only  proves,  what  may  1 1»- 
lieve  be  alleged  and  proved  agniflsc  every  bomai 
institution  administered  by  man,  viz :  that  the  in- 
stitntton^  as  well  as  the  administration  thereof 
is  imperfect.  But  I  ask  if  the  directors  of  thm* 
fporths  of  the  State  banks  in  the  United  Staio 
are  not  Federalists ;  and  therefore  why  not  pot 
them  down  in  mass? 

I  beg  leave  to  notice  as  argnvient  which  ins 
been  resorted  to  by  aU  the  oppoeers  of  the  Mil 
when  they  have  been  t<^d  that  the  bank  was  bod 
necessary  and  proper  to  the  convenient  aod  ad- 
vantageoos  management  of  the  poblic  revesott 
The  answer  has  uniformly  been,  toatthis  difficoltf 
could  easily  be  obviated  by  the  agency  of  Buvt 
banks.  This^  sir,  is ^  certainly  begging  iheqoe» 
tion;  because  an  admission  that  bank  ageocf  ii 
necessary  to  the  coilecCtoQ  of -your  revenue^  and 
proper  to  be  lised  *  in  the  manageiaent  of  ihe 
moneyed- cottOems  of  the  Gbvararaent,  is  ao  ad- 
mission of  the  only  fact  necessary  to  be  ia  proof 
to  show  conclu8ivel3r  the  power  of  Coagrea  to 
pass  the  bill  in  question.  Besides,  do  not  all  the 
unhappy  conseqaences,  which,  U  is  said,  await 
this  bank,  attend  the  depositing  your  money  ta 
State  banks  7  Will  you  not  themy  f ire  a  eir- 
onUtion  to  the  paper  of  the  bank  nvbeieyoa  make 
yottf  deposites  greater  than  heretofore  t  aod,  br  ia- 
Greasing  the  cicculation  of  their  paper  as  vnlis 
by  aiding  them  with  your  money  to  make  mote 
extensive  diseounta,  yon  increase,  the  profit  ud 
value  of  the  stock.  This  oireomstance  will  cre- 
aie  an  anxiety  with  all  the  State  iMnfcs  to  obtaio 
your  deposites,  and  benee  the 'United  States^  if 
they  are  so  disposed,  can  operate-  through  those 
favorite  banks  as  efieotually  on  the  people  of  the 
States  as  they  oonkd  by  the  United  States'  BuL 
You  have  all  the^vils  of  the  United  States'  Baak 
without  any  of  the  advant^pes ;  yon  also  throw 
into  circnlation  a  hetero^eaeona  mass  of  papsf) 
that  nobody  knows  anything  about,  issued  by  ei- 
tablishmentsof  whpse  solvency  you  know  nolbiof. 
Will  the  gentleman  from  N6rih  Carolina  or  the 
member  n-om  Massachusetts  willingly  recein 
their  per  diem  in  their  own  State  paper?  1  Im- 
tieve  thev  woald  not— yet  Ihe  effect  of  uu^ 
State  banks  for  revenue  purposes  will  be  to  impe« 
this  paper  on  the  peofide  of  the  Uniied  States 

It  is  n  rule,  sir,  which  I  have  prescribed  to  mf- 
self.  in  the  management  of  the  concerns  of  others 
which  may  be  committed  to  my  care,  in  any  char- 
acter, to  condoct  them  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
produce  no  individual  distress  or  loss,  which  maf 
not  be  fully  compensated  by  anequivalenteertaia 
poblic  good ;  and  I  shall  not  relinquish  the  obse^ 
vance  of  this  rule  on  this  occasion.  We  are  io* 
formed  by  various  gentlemen,  who  are  charged 
with  the  represebtation  of  the  more  commercial 
States,  that  great  individual  distress  will  be  the 
certain  cotMequence  q(  a  refusal  to  renew  the 
charter  of  the  United  Statea'Jiank;  aad  that  (he 
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listress  will  lall'wltb  aceamitlal«d  weigbi  90 
hose  wbo  have  porerly  and  the  frowns  of  fortune 
0  struggle  with,  isevideot;  aod  wbeAlcommis- 
•rate  the  woes  fett  by  the  citizens  of  every  pai^t 
>r  our  country,  my  attention,  as  it  ought,  is  par- 
icularly  drawn  to  the  Josses  and  distress  which 
nrill  be  felt  }>y  my  itninediate  constituenls. 

If  this  charter  is  not  renewed^  it  is  my  delihe- 
ate  opinion  that  the  farmers  of  Kentucky  will, 
usiain  a  loss  thereby  to  the  amount  of  near  $200,- 
00 ;  and  I  will  UQW  attempt  to  show  that  this 

CinioQ  ia  not  altogether  chimerical.  I  am  un- 
le  to  state  witb«ny  great  certainty  what  is  the 
mooot  of  circulating  medium  of  the  United 
>tates;  nor  indeed  is  it  necessary  for  me  to  state 
rith  great  accuracy  the  precise  amount.  I  sup- 
osethe  whole  circulating  medium  of  the  United 
lutes  to  be  upwards  of  $50,000,000,  and  that  of 
bis  sum  the  Bank  of  the  United  STtates  circulates 
ne-third.  It  is  a  fact  frequently  stated  in  this 
louse,  and  which  stands  undented,  that  money 
»r  circulating  medium  is  scarcer  in  the  United 
States  at  thi3  time  than  it  baa  been  for  several 
rears  past,  owing  perhaps  to  the  unproductiveness 
)f  comoaercial  enterprise,  or,  if  you  please,  to  the 
latural  increase  ofj)opulatiop,.and  the  proportion- 
te  increase  of  demand  for  money.    By  refusing 

0  renew  the  charter  you  throw  outof  circulaUoa 
>ne-thtrd  of  the  money  of  the  country.  The  ne- 
cessary and  inevitable  consec^uences  of  this  act  of 
he  Government  will  be  to  diminish  commercial 
enterprise  in  the  same  proportion,  and  conse- 
[uentiy  ship-building  and  shipvrepairlng  will  be 
liminishedinalike  proportion, and  the  materials 
'or  ibis  service  will  not  be  wanting.  ^  By  letters 
recenilj  received  from  very  intelligent  merchants 
>f  Lezington,.Kentucky,I  am  informed  that  6,000 
00s  of  hemp  will  have  been  raised  iu  that  State 
n  the  presetit  year.  The  ship-owners  are  th^ 
onsumers  of  this  article,,  for  not  a  pound  of  it 
pes  abroad,  and  from  six  to  nine  thousand  tons 
f  hemp  is  the  quantity  consumed  in  prosperous 
imes  iu  the  United  S rates.  These  6,000  tons  of 
temp,  together  with  what  will  be  brought  to  the 
narket  from  other  States,  will  furnish  an  abun- 
ant  supply  for  the  present  year,  even  admitting 

;  to  be  a  prosperous  year.  By  the  refusal  to  re- 
ew  the  charter  you  lessen  the  demand  one-th^rd 

1  least,  and  consequently  you  diminish  the  price 
f  the  article  in  the  same  proportion.  But^  sir. 
lis  is  viewing  the  consequences  arising  out  ot 
be  rejection  of  this  act  in  the  most  favorable 
ght.  If  the  refusal  to  renew  this  charter  should, 
<;  some  gentlemen  apprehend  it  will,  bankrupt 
ot  only  many  individuals,  but  also  some  of  the 
ttate  banks,  ageneral  alarm  may  take  place,  which 
irould  for  a  time  put  an  end  to  all  credit  and  to 
\\  business.  The  consequences  of  such  a  state 
>f  things  are  much  to  be  feared  and  much  to  be 
Ireaded  by  every  portion  of  the  community. 

It  has  been  stated  that  the  United  States'  Bank 
:an  be  dispensed  with  in  the,  collection  of  your 
evenue,  and  in  the  management  of  your  mon- 
eyed concerns.  I  wish  to  know  how  gentlemen 
an  make,  this  statement.  I  perceive  that  Gen- 
ral  Hamilton,  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Trea^ 


aury,  a{)point«d  since  ike  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tution, in  his  argument  on  the  subject,  decidedly 
declares  that  the  bank  is  necessary  for  the  collec- 
tion of  the  taxes  and  management  of  the  fiscal 
concerns  of  the  United  States;  and  Mr.  Gallatiui 
the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  makes  sub- 
stantially the  same  declaration'  to  you  in  his  re- 
port on  this  sttbjeev 

[Mr.  Wrigbt  observed,  that  Mr.  Gallatin  bad, 
in  conversation,  >«aid  that  the  moneyed  concerns  ^ 
of  the  Government  could  be  weU  managed  with- 
out this  bank.] 

If  Mr.  Gallatin  has  so  said,  he.  then  says  onje 
thing,  and  reports  a  different  tbin^;,  and  is  there- 
fore jnconsistejpt.  But  I  take  his  official  reuor( 
as  the  b^st  evidence  of  his  opinion ;  and.  these 
men  having  been  charged  with  ihe  manajg;ement 
of  the  revcAue  for  many  y^ars,  and  having  the 
knowledge  acquired  by  experience,  certainly 
should  know  what  is  necessary  and  proper  for  * 
the  convenient  and  well  management  or  the  aflairs 
of  their  department,  and  are  therefore  better  au- 
thorities on  the  subject  than  any  member  of  thia 
House. 

As  to  the  remark  made  by  some  gentlemen, 
that  this  is  a  party  question^  I  have  only  to  ob- 
serve that,  if  Federalists  do  right,  that  can  be  no 
sufficient  leasoo  for  me  to  do  wrong,  mereljr  to 
oppose  them  ;  and  if  the  suggestion  that  this  is  a 
party  question  is  to  prevail  against  reason  and 
common  sense,  and  parties  are  thereby  to  be  mar<» 
shelled  against  each  other  under  the  banners  of 
some  leader,  then,  indeed,  anything  that  can  say 
ay,  or  tio,  ts  perfectly  (itialified  to  be  a  member  of  , 
this  House,  and  intelligence  is  laid  aside  as  use- 
less and  unnecessary.  Against  doctrine  of  this 
sort  I  protest.  And  perceiving,  as  I  think  I  do, 
great  political  as  well  as  individual  inconveni- 
ence and  distress  awaiting  a  refusal  to  renew  this 
charter,  which  is  not  compensated  by  anv  cor** 
respondent  public. good  ;  and  perceiving,  also,  in 
the  destruction  of  this  institution,  a  want  of  sta- 
bility in  your  institutions  which  is  a  partial  veri- 
fication of  the  predictions  of  the  enemies  of  re- 
publican government,  which  we  ought  to  refute 
by  our  acts — I  shall,  therefore,  vote  against  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  this  bill,  reserving, 
however,  to  myself  the  right  of  subsequently  ex- 
amining the  details  thereof. 

Mr.  Barry.— Mr.  Speaker :  The  measure  now 
under  consideration  is  certfiinly  important*  It 
involves  principles  interesting  both  as  they  relate 
to  th^  General  and  State  Governments.  The  so- 
licitude manifested  for  the  renewal  of  the  charter  > 
the  deep  concern  that  is  felt  in  some  of  the  States; 
the  serious  and  solemn  manner  in  which  thia 
subject  has  been  considered  and  acted  upon  by 
their  legislative  councils;  the  generalagitatioa 
it  has  occasioned  in  the  public  mind,  has  not 
failed  to  command  my  most  serious  attention.  I 
should,  nevertheless^  have  been  content  to  have 
left  it  to  the  discussion  of  others  abler  and  more 
experienced  than  myself,  satisfied  with  giving 
such  a.  vote  as  would  comport  with  the  honesit 
convictioA  of  my  understanding-  But  the  debate 
has  taken  an  unexpected  course  to  day .^    The  re- 
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markB  of  my  colleagae  (Mr.  McKeb)  wiU  uot 
permit  roe  longer  to  remain  client.  As  ii  is  my 
lot  to  differ  with  Kim  on  this  grea(  questioDi  I 
must  claim  the  indulgence  of  the  House  for  a  few 
moments,  while  T  endeavor,  in  as  concise  a  man- 
ner as  possible,  to  state  some  of  the  reasons  by 

,    which  I  am  actuated. 

The  baneful  effects  to  result  from  the  dissolu* 

.    tion  of  the  bank,  the  ruin  that  is  fo  follow  in  its 

train,  have  been  portrayed  in  the  most  glowing- 

colors,  in  a  manner  calculated,  as  it  ^as  no  dpubt 

'  designed,  to  awaken  and  alarm  our  fears.    I  shall 

not  now  enter  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject. 

If,  as  I  am  most  seriously  impressed,  the  Con* 
atitution  does  not  authorize  us  to  pass  the  bill, 
there  is  at  once  an  end  of  the  question.  Ic  is, 
Mr.  Speaker,  immaterial  what  consequences  may 
result.  No  pressure  of  calamity,  however  great, 
can  Warrant  a  departure  from,  or  violation  of, 
that  sacred  instrument* 

It  has  been  said  that  this  is  a  party  question. 
The  remark  is  just,  so  far  as  the  principles  which 
separate  and  distinguish  the  two  great  political 
parties  in  the  United  States  shall  be  made  to  bear 
Tipon  it ;  not  that  the  declaration  of  any  man  can 
make  it  so.  It  is  measures,  not  men,  that  should 
govern. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  early  in  the  history 
of  our  Government  the  country  was  divided  into 
two  great  political  parties,  the  one  endeavoring 
to  extend  and  increase  the  powers  of  the  Qenerai 
Government,  the  other  attached  to  the  State  au^ 
thorilies,  and  exceedingly  jealous  of  their  rishts. 
Under  this  state  of  things  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  was  framed.  Soon  after  the  Gov- 
ernment went  into  operation  under  it,  these  par^* 
tied  again  displayed  themselves  in  the  rules  they 
adopted  for  expounding  the  Constitution,  the  one 
contending  for  that  kind  of  interpretation  which 
would  possess  Congress  with  toe  most  ample 
powers,  sufficient  to  do  whatever  political  expe- 
dience might  dictate  in  providing  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare. 

This  latitude  5[  construction  was  considered 
by  the  other  party  as  dangerous;  that  it  would 
tend  to  consolidation;  that  in  this  way  State 
rights  would  be  encroached  upon  and  thetr  sov- 
ereignty impaired.  They  contended  that  the 
power  of  Congress  was  limited  ;  that  it  must  be 
confined  to  those  powers  expressly  delegated,  and 
to  such  as  were  necessary  and  proper,  to  carry 
them  into  execution.  Thar  this  mode  of  con- 
struction resulted  necessarily  from  the  nature  of 
the  General  Government,  but  was  settled  beyond 

'  all  doubt  by  that  clause  in  the  Constitution  which 
provides,  "  that  all  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
^  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited 
^  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved jo  the  States  or 
'  to  the  people;"  that  to  step  beyond  the  bohnda- 
ries  thus  fixed,  would  be  to  enter  upon  a  field  of 
power  no  longer  capable  of  being  defined.  Such 
has  been  my  understanding  of  the  views  of  the 
two  parties ;  the  one  called  Federal,  the  other  Re- 
publican, or  Democratic  if  yon  please.  I  speak 
of  parties  as  they  were  at  the  period  I  allude  to. 
It  is  remarkaole,  that,  upon  this  very  subject, 


in  the  year  1791,  when  the  bank  charter  was 
granted,  we  find  the  mbst  distinsuished  i)oIiti- 
cians  of  that  day,  who  were  on  the  Repaoiican 
side,  opposing  it ;  and  they  did  it  under  the^id. 
ance  of  those  sentiments  that  had  orisioallf  giTca 
rftse  and  character  to  the  party*  For  althougk 
they  did  not  admit  the  utility  of  the  baokiDg  sji- 
tem,  yet  the  great  ground  of  oppositioD—tbe 
strength  of  their  argument — was  directed  against 
the  power  of  Congress  to  pass  such  a  law.  It 
was,  sir.  upon  that  occasion  that  Mr.  Madisoo, 
then  a  member  of  Congress,  made  that  perspic- 
uotis  and  luminous  argument  that  has  t>eeo  so 
justly  celebrated  as  defining  and  markiDg  out  the 
proper  limits  of  power  assigned  to  the  Geoenl 
Gk^vernment.  I  have  thought  proper  to  make 
these  preliminary  remarks  to  show  what  was  the 
understanding  of  this  measure  at  the  time  of  its 
adoption.  That  it  waS  then  protested  a^iost  as 
unconstitutional.  Two  articles  of  the  CoDstiio- 
tion  seetn  to  be  mostly  relied  upon  by  those  who 
are  in  Tavor  of  the  renewal :  That  which  gires  to 
Congre:(s  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  do- 
ties,  imposts,  and  excises;  to  pay  the  debts  and 
provide  fur  the  common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare of  the  United  States;  or,  in  other  words,  the 
power  by  which  Congress  is  to  regulate  the  fioaG- 
cial  concerns  of  the  nation,  and  that  which  gires 
the  power  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  powers  rested 
by  the  Constitution  in  the  Governmeot  of  tbe 
United  States. 

It  has  already  been  shown  by  gentlemeii  who 
have  preceded  me,  bv  a  course  of  reasoDing  to 
my  mind  unanswerable,  that  the  claose  which 
enables  Congress  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and 
proper  to  execute  the  specified  powers,  must,  ac 
cording  to  the  natural  force  of  the  terms  and  coo- 
text,  be  limited  to  the  means  necessarv  totbeead, 
or  incident  to  the  nature  lof  the  specined  powen; 
that  this  clause  was  in  fact  merely  declaratorrof 
what  would  have  resulted  bv  unavoidable  impli- 
cation as  the  appropriate  and  as  it  were  techoical 
means  of  executing  these  powers.  It  was  farther 
contended,  that  the  true  exposition  of  a  necessary 
mean  was,  that  mean  without  which  the  eod 
could  not  be,  produced.  If  this  doctrine  is  cor- 
rect, it  puts  the  question  at  rest — as  it  has  bcea 
most  clearly  shown  that  a  bank  is  not'a  necessary 
mean  according  to  this  exposition.  I  shall  not 
dwell  longer  on  this  head,  considerioz  it  as  al- 
ready exhausted  by  argument.  The  word*  proper 
is,  in  my  mind,  an  important  and  operative  word 
in  this  clause  of  the  Constitution.  The  iocideQ- 
tal  power  to  be  exercised  must  not  only  be  oeces- 
sary,  but  proper;  that  is,  it  must  be  appropriat^i 
and  confined  to  the  end  in  view.  If  it  goei  be- 
yond it;  if  it  rnvolves  the  exercise  of  a  power 
that  tend^  to  create  a  distinct  and  suhstaotire 
thing,  which,  in  its  important  operations,  is  ea- 
tirely  distinct  from,  and  independent  of  the  power 
to  the  execution  of  which  it  was  desigoed  as  a 
mean,  it  would  most  certainly  be  improper.  Sock 
an  exercise  of  power  would,  in  truth,  be  usurpa- 
tion, and  the  ei.d  proposed  becomes  a  mere  pr^ 
teoce  for  the  unwarrantable  assumption  of  powtf< 
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To  enable  Coogms  to  cnlleet  tftx«*«,  offices  of  them  mow  feel  tt  its  expected  diffohtioo.  It  is 
eposite  merely  would  be  sufficieot.  But  instead  said  that  no  danger  of  this  sort  is  to  be  apfNre- 
fcoofiorog  the  incidental  power  to  be  employed  ]  bended ;  that  those  who  have  bad  the  dircotioa 


>  the  object  it  is  designed  to  accomplish,  you  in* 
•oduce  a  new  system  of  policy^tbat  has  no  more 
onnezion  with  the  management  of  the  revenue 
lao  it  has  with  the  power  to.borrbw  money  on 
3e  credit  of  the  United  States,  with  the  po^er 

>  regalate  commerce  with  foreign  nations  among 
le  States,  and  with  the  Indian  triben,  or  than  it 
IS  with  the  power  to  raise  and  support  armies, 
*  provide  and  maintain  a  navy.  The  power  to 
tablisb  a  bank  applies  equally  as  an  incident  to 
1  the  above-named  powers,  and  is  not.strietly 
>propriate  to  either,  nor  is  it  coafined  to  all  of 
leoQ  collectiTely.  If,  under  such  pretence,  you 
LQ  erect  corporations,  y one  power  in  this  respect 

Qobounded. 

By  this  act  yon  form  a  society  of  individuals, 
I  vest  them,  with  extensive  and  exclusive  privil- 
;es,  who,  iost^d  of  being  employed  a«  auxilia* 
;es  in  thie  fiscal  arrangements  of  the  .G>>vera- 
lent,  set  up  for  themselves  and  go  on  upon  a 
^stem  of  monev  making.  They  isstue  nates  that 
ecome  a  circulating' medium  and  forms  a  new 
secies  of  capitaL  .The  institution  carries  with 
a  uain  of  officers,  influence,and  patronage.  It 
tve:s  rise  to  an  act  of  sovereign  power,  that  no 
rovernment  should  ever  W  permitted  or  can  de- 
1  ve  by  just  impltcation«rthat  of  punishing  those 
'bo  may  counterfeit  the  notes  of  this  bank. 
'bus  introdueing  into  our  code  of  laws  a  sybtem 
f  criminal  jurisprudence  never  contempUued  by 
le  CoostiiQiioo. 

It  will  be  seen,  as  we  progress  in  this  iiufuiry^ 
ow  this  measure  is  calculated  tosffVcMhe  State 
ghts  and  to  infringe  upon  their  sovereignty. 

Jf  it  is  good  policy  to  establish  banks,  and  I  am 
jcliaed  to  think  it  tends,  when  properly  regula- 
d,  to  promote  the  interest  of  society,  the  States 
ill  surely  have  aright  to  claim  the  benefits  that 
lay  result  from  it — because  this  right  they  never 
ave  parted  from.  The  profits  arising  from  dis- 
3aots,  the  advantage  to  accrue  from  public  aod 
ri  vale  deposites.  and.  the  many  facilities  this  kind 
'  iostiiutioD  affords  to  society,  belong  to  the 
tates,  and  ought  to  be  exclusively  under  their 
introl.  The  objects  of  State  policy  ar.e  infi 
tely  more  numerous  than  those  of  the  .General 
overament,  and  deserve  equally  to  be  promoted. 
It  is  said  that  the  States  are  at  liberty,  if  they 
loose,  to  establish  banks;  this  does  not  remove 
e  objection ;  if  the  right  is  impaired,  it  is  the 
me  ia  principle  as  if  it  were  denied.  A  branch 
luk  of  the  United  States  will  always  have  a 
edooiinant  influence.  They  will  have  the 
ioefit  of  a  large  capital  j  but  the  great  source  of 
iftoence  results  from  its  connexions  .with  the 
loiher  bank,  and  a  confederacy  of  brtnches  co« 
(tensive  with  the  United  Stales*  They  all  move 
1  conceit; and,  by  combining  their  influence, 
rould  at  any  time  be  enabled  to  overwhelm  and 
estroy  the  small  Sute  establish  meats*  There 
la  be  no  stronger  evidence  of  the  weakness  and 
le  dependence  o{  the  State  banks  upon  that  of 


of  the  United  Slates'  Bapk,  have  conducted  it  pr<H 
perly,  and  with  libei^lity.  This,  affords  no  guar-- 
antee  that  they  will  cootinue  to  do  so.  Bank  dt-» 
rectors  have  the  same  passions  and  prejudices 
that  other  men  have;  the  same  feelings  ^f  jeal** 
ousy  aitd  rivalsbip  exist  in  corporate  bodies  as 
with  individuals;  tbe  same  struggle  for  ppwer 
and  disposition  to  oppress.  Slate  rights  require 
tbe  guardianship  of  the  Constitution;  thc^  are 
not,  ffrttst,  to  be.left  to  tbe  mercy  of  a  bank  di- 
rectory.. 

It  woaldv  sir,  be  less  objectionable,  if  tbe  Bank 
of  the  United  Sutes  diffused  iu  benefits  equally 
throQgbout  the  different  States*    But  instead  of 
this  equal  and  just  distribution,  it  will  be  found 
to  be  confined  and.  partial  in  its  operations;  ita. 
benefits  will  be  principally  confined  to  the  sea- 
ports; It  can  only  be  made  to  operate  indirectly 
upon  the  agriculturist  and  maoufacturer*    Tbe 
direction  of  this  institution  will  be  entirely  in  tbe 
bands  of  commercial  men ;  all  its  power  and  in- 
fluence will  be  lent  to  them.    Tnis,  combined 
with  tbe  power  their  wealth  paturally  gives  them, 
has  heretofore,  and  will  continue  to  sive  them  a 
decided  ascendency  in  the  Councils  of  this  nation. 
It  is  bfdieved  that  this  kind  of  influence  has  had 
its.e^cls  in  producing  our  existing  embarrass- 
meats  with  foreign  nations.    Sir,  tbe  slightest  at- ' 
tehtion'to  our  public  acts  will  show  that  there  • 
has  been  a  great  predilection  for  commerce ;  4hat « 
it  has  met  with  almost  exclusive  protection  and 
support;  whilst  litileor  nothing  has  beeUvdone  . 
for  tbe  internal  industry  of  the  country — large 
suma  of  money  have  been  expended  for  tbe  pro-  . 
motion  of  ctmimerce,  whilst  our  infant  manufac- 
turaa  have  been  suffered  to  |>ine  and  languish. 
The  enterprise  embarked  in  this  way,  never  hav- 
ing experienced  any  kind  of  encouragement  (rom 
the  General  Government.    It  is  time  to  remove 
the  causes  that  gave  rise  to  this  partial  influence. 

Tbe  poiver  of  the  Stales  is  affected  by  this 
measure  in  another  imporunt  reaped.  By  its 
means,  individuals,  who  are  mostly  foreigners, 
hold  laroe  estates  in  stock,  without  being  in  taf 
way  subject  to  the  coajtrol  of  the  Slate  goveriH 
ment,  or  paiying  nny  tax  for  its  support.  Is  it 
just  that  aooh  exclusive  privileges  should  be  con* 
ferred  ?  Is  it  proper  that  theae  men,  AOt  the  mdst 
mefiionousfsbould  be  entirdv  exempt  from  the 
burden  of  taxation,  whilst  the  trUe  citixea  is 
bound  to  yield  bis  personal  and  pecuniary  aid?* 

Another  formidable  objection  that  presenu  it- 
self, is  the  cotinexioo  of  this  institution  with  tbe 
Government — a  dangerous  source  of  influeace 
and  power.  When  the  people  have  to  nay  taxes 
for  the  supnorf  of  GK>vernmept,  tbey  feel  and  un- 
derstand what  is  soing  on.  If  they  should  be 
burdened  with  high  uses,  unless  a  good  reason . 
can.  be  assigned  for  it,  they  wilt  rettove  their 
sgeais  and  appoint  others  who  will  Hct  upon  a  < 
better  system  oi  economy.  Botfl[iVe  to  the  €bv- 
ernment  a  bank  with  a  large  capital,  and  you  af-- 


le  Uaited  Stctes^  ihmi  the  tlaroa  tbM  some  of  { ford  a  ftciliiy  of  borrowiugy  and  a  souiee  of  aup 
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pliei  utterly  kKeompatible  with  the  ^^iiis  of  Re* 
pobiicaQ  institutioDSk  Loans  taay  be  had  to  en* 
fible  the  Qovernroent- to  pursue  their  projects; 
expensive  eetabiisfameDts  may  be  createa  and 
kept  up  in  this  way,  that  the  people  sever  would 
have  tolerated,  bad  they  been  directly  called  on 
for  their  ooDiribuiiooc.  The  ease  it  woold  afford 
of  gntting  money  would  be  the  cause  of  repeated 
applications  to  this  source;  and  we  may  readily 
perceive  how'a  debt  thua  created  will  be  con* 
staQtly  accumulating.  Upon  this  subject  we  have 
the  light  of  experience  to  guide  us.  The  Bng- 
lish  nation  presents  a  sad  example.  It  ie  trad  the 
proposed  capital  is  too  small  to  create  much  clam« 
or -at  present — but  renew  this  chatter,  and  it  will 
be  augm ented  as  convenience  shall  dictate.  The 
dipital  of  the  Bank  of  fiagland  was  amall  at  its 
-first  estai^lishmefit,  but  it  increaaed  gradually  at 
the  exigence  of  the  Gorernment  required. 

Sir,  whenever  the  Goremment  shall  have  be* 
came  largely  indebted  to  this  bank,  it  Will  have 
acquired  an  influence  over  our  couoeUa,  the  idea 
of  which  is  faumitiatittg;  an  iuflpence  that  would 
DOt  only  be  degrading,  but  one  that  would  ettdan'* 
ger  our  liberties,  by  subjecting  us  to  the  control 
of  a  moneyed  aristocracy.  Permit  me  now,  sir, 
to  notice  a  faw  of  the  argumeuts  that  have  been 
advanced  in  favor  of  renewal.  It  is  said  that  the 
practice  of  this  Government  is  agikinst  the  role 
of  coitatructioB  we  contend  for:  as  an  example, 
the  act  concerning  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys, 
and  pablic  pier«,  has  been  cited.  This  is  referred 
to  the  power  of  regulating  trade.  This  act  U  in 
truth  only  a  mean  to  carry^>rnto  execution  a  pow- 
er; it  is  distinguishable  at  the  first  glauce  from 
the  potrer  to  establish  a  barik.  They  only  tend 
to  proibote  commerce ;  they  are  stvictly  necessary 
and  properly  confined  to  the  object.  They  go  no 
further  than  the  end  in  view,  jiot  at  ail  impairing 
the  rights  of  iadividuais  or  of  the  Slates ;  besides, 
there  is  Dothin$[  in  them  uncongenial  with  the 
nature  of  our  Government.' 

It  is  further  contended  that  the  law  now  at 
tempted  to  be  renewed  has  been  'sanctioned  by 
the  States,  and  acquiesced  in  by  the  people.  '  That, 
alth6agh  it  might  not  originally  hav«  been  ne* 
eewary,  it  has  how  betome  so*  1  ean  see  strong 
reaeirafs  why  thhi  act  granting  a  charter  afaonld 
n^  be  repealed^  althouff h  unconatilifitonal.  The 
system  had  been' introduced ;  a  pledge  was  given 
to  the  stockholders;  they  invested  their  fatMs  up- 
on the  faith  of  its  contiiioance  for  twenty  yeirs ; 
it  was  a  contract  for  that  period ;  to  ha^e  violated 
the  public  faith  would  not  perhaps  have  been 
consistent  witb  soond  policy.  There  is  a  differ- 
ene<  between  repealing  the  law  and  mifii^fingit 
to  expire.  The  atockholders  have  not  even  the 
color  of  a  claim  upon  us  for  the  continuance  of 
the  charter  after  the  expiration  of  twenty  years. 
The  contract  has  been  fulfilled  and  completed. 
TJiey  are  or  should  have  been  ready  to  dase  their 
business.  Sir,  if  this  doctrine  or  acquiesoenee 
is'correct^  many  other  obnoxious  laws,  that  bare 
been  the  cause  of  much  heat  and  ferment  through- 
oat  the  nation,  might  in  the  same  vhiy  be  proven 
to  ba  C«iatitttiional|  nnd  naiglit  harewtf  b«  m^ 


ceived.for  fhe  same  reason.  It  fs  one  of  the  fint 
principles  of  a  representative  goverameot.  that  s 
subsequent  legislature  have  the  power  to  chaoge 
the  measures  of  a  preceding  one ;  and  it  oftefi  is 
necessary  tbey  should  do  so.  No  State  has  ever 
sanctioned  this  law  by  a  direct  declaratioo  totbit 
effect.  Their  approbation  has  been  inferred  from 
their  having  passed  laws  to  punish  connterfeiten 
Sir,  the  States'  cannot  repeal  an  act  of  Coogress; 
they  could  not  orevent  the  circulation  of  tlie 
notes  of  this  bani.  It  was  therefore  essential  to 
pass  such  laws  in  order  to  secure  and  protect  tbeir 
own  eitizetis  fronl  fraud  and  impositioa. 

It  seems  clear  to  me  that  an  act  of  Coogrea 
not  originally  Conatitutional  cannot  be  made  so 
by  any  lapse  of  time. ,  If  in  1791  it  was  uDcot- 
stittttioaaf,  it  must  be  so  now.  The  Coastitotioe 
tioes  not  change  with  the  times. '  A  Reimblicto 
Administration  should  not  be  permitted  to  exer- 
cise a  poWet  that  they  would  have  denied  to  the 
other  party.  '  The  love  of  power  is  natural;  mat 
is  prone  to  abuse  it.  I  connde  much  in  those  vho 
are  at  present  at  the  helm,  btit  I  will  not  trost 
them  beyond  the  limits  of  thn  Constitotioa. 
'^With  i^nremittittg  vigilance,  with  nodaoated 
virtue,  shodld  a  free  people  wateb  against  theea- 
croaohmentq  of  powet,  and  remove  every  pretext 
for  its  extension.'' 

The  evils  to  result  from  the  dissolution  of  tht 
bank,  have,  in  m^  optnfon,  been  greatly  tJMggft- 
ated ;  biit,  sir,  this  aiaim,  if  real,  impresses  my 
mind  differently  from  what  it  does  that  o(  some 
others.  Tbedeep  interest  excited;  thefeeliags 
that  have  been  awakened;  the  naemortaU  eoa* 
stantly  flowing  in  upon  us,  show  th^  importaat 
bearing  of  this  instituiion  and  the  great  interest 
it  bas  -alrsady  created. 

Jf  we  look  forward  to  a  period  when  this  char* 
ter  is  to.  expire;  if  ever  we  intend  to  shake  off 
this  illegitimate  offsping,  now  is  th<^  lucky  mo- 
ment; its  embrace  tnough  strong  is  not  deedtf. 
Although  some  of  its  'advocates  threaten,  aod 
endeavor  to  eoeree-  us  into'  the  measure  by  the 
alarm  tbejr  have  excited,  tbe  stockholders  yet 
approach  m  the  respectful  attitttde  of  memofi* 
alicits;  we  are  yet  at  liberty  to  net  freely;  bat  if 
this  charter  is  renewed,  depend  upon  it  wes^ 
not  be  abte-  hereafier  to  stop  ita  progrtes.  Fk- 
tencea  will  nor  be  wmnting  to  extend  its  limits 
and  augment  its  capital.  The  poison  already 
tasted  would  soon  reach  tbe  vitals  of  this  Got* 
emnrent;  our  efforts  hereafter  for  relief  will  be 
fruitless ;  they  will  only  serve  to  Irritate  aad  io- 
flame,  until  at  length  H  will  be  foond  that  we  otist 
tamely  submit. 

Mr.  "PmoLnir.*— That  Congress  have  a  ri^fHto 
refuse  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  or 
to  modify  it  as  they  think  proper,  is  admitted  on 
all  sides.  He  himself  wished  the  bHl  to  be  mack 
changed  from  what  it  is  at  present.  He  would  b* 
even  willing  to  join  in  reieetiug  it,  for  the  sake  or 
trying  ai^  experiment,  if  he  was  not  convinced  la 
hi»  own  mind  that  the  experiment  would  cwt 
too  much.  We  know  how  far  and  bow  well  tke 
present  bank  has  answered  the  intentioa  Mdt» 
aikd  lot  whit h  if  wariftadiMad.   But,  sappow 
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another  National  Banlr  to  be  iMtitiited,  (which 
be  knew  was  the  wish  of  some  members  who  Wjete 
opposed  to  the  prestat  one,)  Tery  gfreat  distress, 
both  public  ana  private,  must  taVe  place  in  the 
oaeao  time,  without  a  certainty  of  being  better 
served  in  the  end* 
Whatever  might  be  said  on  the  ground  of  ex- 


pedteocf  against  renewing  the  charter,  he  had   ter,  atrd  afterwards  granted  a  limited  charter  to 


beea  much  astonished  to  observe  the  bill  so  mac b 
apposed  as  being  contrary  to  the  Constitutfon. 
(fhenthe  law  for  incorporating  the  bank  passed, 
t  was  opposed  in  the  House  af  Representatives 
>)r  a  minority'-ta.boQt  one-third  of  the  members 
roted  against  it.  Though  he  was  not  then  a 
nemher,  yet  he  attended-  tO'  the  discussionf  and 
le  knew  that  those  who  led  the  opposition  were 
•qaalty^poscd  to  all  State  banks,  of  which  there 
vere  then  but  th^ee  in  the  United  States,  and 
looe  of  thes€  ipvere  iosti(tttsd  **  to  promote  the 
egular.  permanent,  and  saceessful  operation  of 
he  finances  of  the  State^^  assomeof  them  at  least 
lave  since  expressly  beeoi  He  wao  sure  that  the 
Bank  of  North  America  (the  first  that  had  been 
iocoriwrated)  was,  perhaps,  from  the  eircomstan- 
ies  01  the  tinses,  conatdered  rather  as  injurious 
ban  benefietai  to  the  Slate  ;  therefore,  that  a, 
)aak  should  be  uaefol  in  coodueting  the  i^venues 
3f  the  United  Slates,  was  at  that  time,  in  the  opfn- 
on  of  nnny,  at  leas^  doobtful,-or  a  mere  theory. 
But,  no  sooner  "Was  the  experiment  fully  made, 
haoall  parties  acquiesced  in  its  constitutionality 
lod  usefulness.  Its  cowtitutionamy  has  been  rec- 
)goised  by  all  the  .branches  of  the  General  Gov* 
^rnment,  through  all  the  changes  of  parties  and 
/Vdministrationa.  This  could  he  made  evident 
bf  bttowroos  instances. 

It  ia  troe, an  honprable  member  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Pobteb)  has  denied  this,  aad  alleged  that 
he  reason  why  it  was  acquiesced  in,  or  not  re- 
waled,  was,  because  it  was  a  contract  whieh  it 
vas  necessary  oh  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
ulfil.  .        '  ,     " 

Mr.  P.  said  that  a  contract  ooatrarv  to  the  Con- 
(titdtion  waa  void  in  itself,  especially  where  ho 
!onstderatiott  waa  given  \  that  oar  courts  of  jus- 
ice,  who  were  judges,  both  under  the  law  and* 
be  Constitution^  would  set  such  contracts  astde-^ 
Qoch  more  an  act  of  incorporation  for  which  no 
aluable  coust4eration  had  been  paid,  as  the  coa^ 


exduMe  monopoly  in  perpetuity.  Another  com- 
pany^ in  1784,  applied  for  a  charter.  The  Bank 
of  North  America  opposed  their  claim'  with  suc- 
cess, in  right  ortheir  charter.  The  succeeding^ 
Legislature  considered  the  exdtaive  right  and  the 
perpetuity  to  have  been  granted  in  violation  of 
the  Constitution,  and  therefore  repealed  that  char- 


the  company.  Political  parties  have  changed 
since  the  United  States'  Bank  wal  incorporated-^ 
those  that  now  prevail  have  been  the  majority  about 
biilf  the  time — yet,  so  far  have  they  been  from 
repealing  the  charter,  that  the/ have  extended  its 
powers  and  availed  themselves  of  its  acc6mmo- 
daCfoQs.  It  was  a  mistake  to  consider  the  author- 
ity to  Incorporate  the  bank  to  be  a  separatcand 
distinct  power,and  thereforenot  granted  to  Con* 
gress.  It  WBir  not  even,  as  some  members  have 
called  it,  a  constructive  power,  or  power  by  im- 
plieatioa.  It  was  inseparably  included  in  the 
powers  expressly  granted,  as  the  means  to  accom- 
plish the  end ;  for  it  is  in  all  cases  admitted,  that 
Where  an  object  or  duty  is  enjoined,  the  means  of 
aecomplishing  the  object  or  of  performiog  the 
doty  are  included.  This  is  top  plain  to  require 
proof  or  illustration. 

The  powers  rested  in  Congress,  or  th^  duties 
enjoined j  are^  to  lay  and  collect  faxes,  duties,  im- 
posts, dbc^;  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  United  States, 
ece»;  and  the  object  prescribed  is  the  public  good 
and  general  welfare  of  the<United  States.  They 
have  also  the  power  to  provide  for  raising  and 
suf^prting  an  Army  and  Navy,  and  for  borrow- 
ing money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States. 

Surely  no  member  will  say  that  the  safe-keep- 
ing^the  most  cheap  and  certain  manner  of  col- 
lecting the  revenues,  and  the  most  expeditious 
and  the  least  expensive  manner  of  transmitting 
them  to  the  destined  places,  and  paying  them  to 
iheir  appropriate  uses — are  not  included  in  the 
before-mentioned  powers.  If  they  are  not,  the 
powers  ihemselves  are  a  nullity,  because  they 
cannot' be  executed.  Coslomohouse  bonds  are  by 
law  lodged  in  the  banks  for  collection. 

It  19  admitted  that  this^  powers  included  a 
choice  of  means,  aad  a  discretion  in  the  appliea* 
lioa  of  them,as  they  did  in  the  various  objects  of 
lasatidn.  Congrees  might  have  instituted  nunaer* 
oua  offices  of  depeske.  and  paid  high  salaries,  and 


ideration  only  consisted  of  the  services  that  were  required  sureties  equivalent  to  the  risik ;  and  they 
0  be  reoderedjand  which,  if  contrary  to  the  Cod-  might  have  employed  public  officers  sudiciently 
titotioff,  ought  not  to  be  aeoeptad.  So  far,  how-  protected  to  tranemit  the  monev  to  the  various 
ver,  hare  the  courts  of  jtastice  bi^n  from  setting  [  places  where  it  wasjequir^d,  and  to  pay  it  to  the 
bis  law  aside,  that  both  Federal  and  State  ooaris 
iave«  under  the  authority  of  both'  the  Federal 
nd  State  laws^made  decisions  for  it$  protection. 
)r,  if  it  bad  been  couSrary  to  the  Constitotion, 
^ogress  ought  to  have  lepealed  the  law  by  which 


approprtate  uses.  To  this  method  no  doubt  na* 
tions  had  resorted  before  banks  were  introduced ; 
but  surely  thit  iqethod  would  be  more  unsafe, 
m^e'  uncertain,  miich  .more  expensive,  and  at- 
tended with  much  more  delay,  than  the  agency 


t  was  granted.    There  waaa  precedent  to  that  of  a  bank)  wfaose^capital  gave  sufficient  security, 

purpose  in  this  country.     The  Bank  of  North  and  whose  paper  i^  in  great  circulation  and  credit. 

A^merica  wasineorporated  by  Congress  at  a  period  'therefore,  whatever  niight  have  been  the  differ* 

^falariaing  pecuniary  distress;  bat  knowing  that  ^nt  opinions  before  the  experiment  was  inade, 

t  had  no  authority  ^o  give  it  affect,  Congress  ree-  yei,  havii^  been  successfully  made,  it  is  evident 

>mroended  the  incorporation  of  it  to  the  several  that  it  was  the  best  means  to  accomplish  the  end. 

States.    Panusy Waoia  and  Delaware  only  com-  The  honorabl«v  gentleman  from  New  York, 
Jied  with  the  reqnisitiQit^tba  diarter  gave  ant  however,  hat  admitted  that  baaktare  ueeessary 
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Attd  proper  for.  coll^tiag,  transmiuiogr,  aod  safe- 
keeping of  the  revenue,  bDt  alleges  that  the  State 
haD«sare  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  This,  Mr.  F. 
said,  as  he  understood  it,  wa^giriitf  up,  in  a  great 
measure,  the  point.  If  the  use  of  oanlks  is  neces- 
sary to  carry  the  revenue  powers  into  effect  when 
this  charter  was  ^iven,  and  when  there  were  no 
hanks  south  of  Philadelphia,  and  it  is  believed  but 
two  east  of  it-^there  not  being  Btate  bAoks  suffi- 
cient at  the  period  when  the  charter  in  question 
was  gran  tied,  io  any  degree  -adequate  to  the  pup* 
piose — the  Bank  of  th^  Uoixed  States  waaa  oeces)^ 
sary  oieans  or  instrument  (or  executing  the  rev- 
enue )X)wers  vested  in  Congress,  aad  thefefore 
not  contrary  to  the  Constitation.  If  at  that  time 
it  was  not,  then  it  may,  be-askedowhea  it  became 
so7 

The  State  banks  are  not  by  thetrcharters  in  any 
degree  responsible  to  Congress 3  they  are  not  oIh 
jiged  to  infbrm  h  of  the  aoo^uni  of  their  capital^ 
or  their  debt,  or  paper  issued,  or  of  their  depofr- 
.  ites.  Surely  no  member  would  agree  to  dejposiie 
the  revenues  of  the  United  States  with,  or  trans- 
mit them  through,  institutions  of  the  solidity  of 
whose  credit  they  were  not  well  informed.  He 
did  not  mean,  however,  to  say  that  it  wfis  not 
p^ibie  to  select  such  a  number  of  State  banks 
as  would  be  sufficiently  safe  for  deposite8,ofr  that 
such  a  connexion  of  these  b^nks  might  not  be 
formed  as  would  make  them  responsible  for  the 
safe  and  speedy  transmission  of  the  revenue,  and 
give  the  necessary  information  to  Gonffrejaof  the 
state  of  Uieir  affairs.  Yet,  supposing  Uiis  was  all 
completed,  this  union  of  banks  would  be  in  ^  far 
a'tNatiooal  Bank,  subject  to  the  same  objections, 
aad  to  the* following  defbcts:  The  notes  of  all 
these  banks  would  not  pass  through  the  whole 
United  States,  jind  the  continuance  of  the  char- 
ter would  be  at  their  discretion,  and  on  (he  terou 
prescribed  by  tite  respective  States.  Indeed,  it 
would  occasion  such  a  competition  between  the 
different  States  and  the  United  States,  in  conduot'- 
ing  their  respective  revenues,  as  might  be  incon- 
Tenient.  .     ,  . 

He  did  not  mean  to  depreciate  the  Stale  banks ; 
many  of  them  are  worthy  of  the  highest  cnqfi- 
de.nce,as  far  as  their  power  and  operations  extend  ^ 
bi^  surely  it  will  not  be  said- that  all  of  them  are 
so.  The  paper  of  some  of  them  i«  well  known 
to  have  depreciated;  the  paper  of  many  others 
is  current,  bu;  to  a  small  distai|ce;  they  will 
not  earry  many  of  the  members  of  this  Hodse 
from  their  homes  to  this  place  v  the  paper  of  none 
of  them  will  pass  throughout  the  United  States, 

Mr.  F.  said,  there  had  been  an  unusual  liberty 
taken  on  this  question  of  introducing  party  epi- 
thets. He  did  not  really  know,  what  that  had  to 
do  ,with  the  question.  Tbe  parties  connected 
with  all  banks  are  the  men  that  have  money  to 
rest  in  them  for  their  own  profit  and  at  their  own 
risk,  and  those  who  have  credit,  on  which  they 
reoeiveaccoramodatioos  from  the  bank ;  and  there 
is  a  third  party,  who  have  neither  money  nor  cre- 
dit, and  who  have  no  interest  in  banks  further 
than  the  aceommodatious  received  from  them 
sometimea.  enable  their  employers  to  pay  thoir 
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wages  tbe  more  promptly.  You  may  call  ibete 
parties  F^eraiists,  Republicans,  Aristocrats,  or 
what  .you  pleasei  .but  .those  who  have  the  most 
money  add  are  thegreatest  stockholders  will  eveih 
tually  have  the  dixection  of  the  banks,  and  those 
who  have  the  greatest  credit  will  obtain  tbe  largest 
accommodations.  We  koow  of  j^ome  haoks  ii- 
stitttted  by  one  political  party,  which  has  come 
under  the  direction  of  another  j  they  purchase  tbe 
stock  in  market.  We  find  indeed  ^reat  opposi- 
tion to  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of*  this  bask, 
but  not  a  8io|;le  charge  of  misconduct, except  tl» 
alleged  appomtmentof  two  improper  directors  io 
a  distant  branch.  ..Surely  the  bill  might  be  lo 
amended  as  to  give  reasonable  security  against 
such  appbiotmeats.  He  w«s  buc  little  aoquaioted 
with  the  iKanchesj  biit  he  had  he«rd  no'compltiDt 
against  the  direction  of  the  mother  banl^  and  was 
well  assured  that  the  RepubUcaos  of  Philadelphia 
had  as  liberal  accommouation^,  nnd  that  as  mack 
of  much  of  their  fiaper  was  discounted  there  ai 
in  any  otbefp  bank,  which,  if  the  ehiarter  is  not  re* 
newed,  they  must  then  redeem. 

Congress  is  vested  frith  the  power  of  receiria; 
money  on  loans,  and. consequently  of  providisg 
th^  best  method  of  procuring  loans ;  and  it  is  aoi* 
versally  admitted  that  banks  are  the  best  soureei 
from  which  to  receive  loahs,  Without  deUy,  with* 
opt  difficulty,  and -at  moderate  interest,  and  for 
no  longer  time  than  the  loan  ts  necessary.  Is  ihe 
early  stages  of  our  Government  Our  reveoue  was 
small,  at^  ouc  dfbts  and  expenses  great.  Io  addi* 
tion  to  these  we  soc^  becaoM  invoiced  ia  a  ted- 
ious, very  expensi  ve  Indian  wat^  It  cootioaedftTe 
years.  During,  this  period  numerous  Joans  were 
made  from  the  bank,  till  more  thun  three*6fths  of 
the  whole  capital  wan  loaned  to  theGroreraineatat 
common  in terest^  payable  at  diiibretioo.  Another 
crisis  oi* difficulty  and  expense  arrived,  viz:  hostil- 
ities wKh  France.  Money  was  wanted ',  the  bauJL 
could  advance  ao  morei*  ^thad  already  loaned  too 
mufeh.  The  Government  was. obliged  to  opea 
books  for  a  loan  a|  eight  per  cent,  interest,  irre 
deemable  for  ted  years ;  but  few,years  had  passed 
before  money  could  have  been  borrowed  at  a  re- 
duced interest  for  its  disehaige;  nay,  hut  a  few 
years  had  passed  till  it  could  have  been  discharged 
at  the  Treasury,if  ithad  been  redeemable;  much 
of  it,  as  well  as  bank  and  other  atoek,  was  sold  to 
purchasers  in  Britain  and  HoUSand. 

It  is  believed  by  many,  that  a  ioea  might  be 
made  ton  large  amount  now  on  better  terms; 
but  when  he  considered  the  great  drain  of  specie 
from  the  country  during  tbe  last  year,  the  losses 
in  Europe  dud  the  uhuaually  small  amooDt  of 
specie  imparted,  or  that  was  w  the  vaults  of  the 
different  banks,  he  thought  there  was  little  ea- 
couragement  to  try  the  experiment.  Such  loans 
must  be  of  a  mone^  that  would  pass  .throughoat 
the  United  States  for  all.  pay  meats. 

Mr.  F.  said,  that  having  entered  more  Isrg^jf 
on  a  former  occiasioa  into  this  question,  he  did 
not  intend  to  dktain  the  House  now.  He  had, as 
much  as  he  could,  avoided  repeating  what  he 
had  formerly  or  What  others  on  the  same  side  of 
the  4uesiio&  had  expresaed.  .  He  had,  therefor^ 
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avoided  mentioning  the  poUie  and  private  dis- 
tress tiiat  most  result  from  the  immediate  disso- 
iotion  of  this  bank.  Even  admitting  that  the 
$j>ecie  stock  purchased  by  foreigners,  believed  to 
amouDt  to  97,000,000,  should  not  be  immediately 
remored  from  the  coantry.  yet  it  would  be  divert- 
ed from  its  accustomed  uses ;  and,  instead  of  giv- 
iog  relief  as  at  present,  might  speculate  upon  our 
dtsiresses.  He  belicvedj  that  suddenly  calling 
$15,000,000  of  current  medium  outof  the  usual  oir- 
eolsdoo  could  not  avoid  in  any  country  being  the 
cause  of  at  least  a  great  proportion  of  both  public 
and  private  distress.  Tnerefore,  he  could  not  by 
bis  vote  support  the  measure.  It  will  have  other 
ioconveoienoes,  which  have  not  been  mentioned. 
When  the.bank  winds  up  its  busiitess  and  makes 
a  traasfer  to  trusteea,  it  is  not  hy  charter  obliged 
to  call  in  its  notes  from  a  circulation  that  is  wic^ly 
extended  throughout  the  United  States.  The. 
holders  indeed  will  have  their  remedy  at  law 
agaiast  the  trust,  but  this  may  be  a  tedious  and 
iocoavenient  remedy  foiir  many  note  holders. 

It  has  been  asserted  bv  more  than  oi|e  tpen^ber, 
that  the  institution  of  the  bank  was  tl\e  founda* 
tioD  or  source  of  the  party  spirit  that  has  unhap- 
pily prevailed  in  this  country.  He  wished,  be- 
fore he  sat  down,  to  correct  this  mistake,  passing 
what  prevailed  before  the  Gk>vernm9nt  took  place. 
It  was  the  f\inding  system,  in  the  manner  it  was 
conducted  and  the  extent  to  which  it  was  carried, 
and  the  consequent  speculations,  that  was  the 
source  of  that  unhappy  party  spirit;  but  especially 
the  assamptions  ol  the  State  debts  before  they 
were  liqaiJated  or  the  amount  known,  and  which, 
afiec  having  been  once  rejected,  was  carried  by  a 
very  small  majority ;  as  a  fund  for  this  debt,  the 
excise  and  other  unpopular  internal  taxes  became 
necessary.  It  is  well  known  that  about; $3,500,000 
of  this  assomptton  is  yet  due  to  the  United  States 
from  the  States  that  were  paid  that  much  more 
than  enough,  and  which  no  method  has  been,  nor 
probably  can  be  found,  to  recover.  Unfortunately, 
almost  every  session  some  measures  are  so  con- 
ducted as  to  keep  alive,  if  not  pronaote,  that  ruin- 
oas  party  spirit  oy  which  our  national  character 
is  degraded,  and  our  measures  embarrassed.  He 
questioned  much,  if  rejecting  the  bill  without 
ittempting  to  amend  it,  is  calculated  to  allay  that 
unhappy  party  spirit. 

When  Mr.  F.  had  concluded,  a  motion  was 
made  to  adjourn,  and  carried,  54  to  51. 


ToBenAT»  January  22. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  two  bills,  entitled  as 
follows:  ^'An  act  concerning  the  commtmication 
hy  water  along  the  Northern  confines  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  "An  act 
to  iooorporate  the  Union  Bank  of  Georgetown  ;V 
to  which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
Hoose. 

Mr.  Smilie  presented  to  the  House  a  resolution 

of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 

iostrocting  their  Senators  and  requesting  their 

Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  united 

llthCoN.  SdSsss.— 23 


States,  "  to  use  every  exertion  in  their  power  to 

g re  vent  the  charter  of  the  Qaak  of  the  United 
itates  from  being  renewed,  or  any  other  bank 
from  being  chartered  by  Congress,  designed  to 
have  operation  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any 
State,  without  'first  having  obtained  the  consent 
of  the  Legislature  of  such  State ;"  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  resoltition  is  as  follows : 

In  the  Otneral  AMsemhly  of  the  Commontoealth  tf 

PennByltftmia, 

The  people  of  the  United  States,  by  the  adoption  of 
the  Federal  Constittttion»  established  a  General  Gov* 
emment  for  special  purposes,  referring  to  themselves, 
respectively^  the  riuits  and  authorities  not  delegated 
in  that  instraasent.  To  the  compact  thereby  created, 
each  State  acceded,  in  its  character  as  a  State,  and  is  a 
party;  the  United  States  forming,  as  to  it,  the  other 
party.  The  act  of  mnont  thus  entered  into,  being,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  a  treaty  between  sovereigtt 
States.  The  Geneiml  Govemaiant,  by  this  treaty,  was 
not  eonstitnled  the  exclosive  or  final  judge  ii  the 
powers  it  was  to  exercise ;  for  if  it  were  so  to  jadge, 
then  its  judgment,  and  not  the  Qonstitutionf  would  be 
the  measure  of  its  authority.  ^ 

Should  the  General  Government,  in  any  of  its  de* 
partments,  violate  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
it  rests  with  the  States  and  with  the  people,  to  apply 
suitable  remedies. 

With  these  impressions,  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl* 
vania,  ever  solibitous  to  secure  an  administration  of  the 
Federal  and  State  Governments,  conformably  to  the 
true  spirit  of  their  respective  constitutions,  feel  it  their 
doty  to  express  their  sentiments  upon  an  important 
subject  now  before  Congress,  viz:  the  continuance  or 
establishment  of  a  bank.  From  a  careful  review  of 
the  powers  vested  in  the  General  Government,  theiy 
have  the  most  positive  conviction,  that  the  authority  to 
grant  diarten  of  incorporation,  within  the  jurisdictiott 
of  any  State,  without  the  consent  thereof,  is  not  reoog« 
nised  in  that  instrument,  either  expressly,  or  by  any 
Warrantable  implicatiott :  Therefore, 
^  Reeolved  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Repruenta^ 
tivee  of  the  CommmtoeaUh  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Gen*  . 
ernl  Aeaembly  met,  That  the  Senators  of  this  State,  in 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  be,  and  they  are  Jiereby, 
instrueted/and  the  Representatives  of  this  State,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  be,  and 
they  beraby  are,  requested  (0  use  every  exertion  in  their 
power  to  prevent  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Utti« 
ted  States  firom  being  renewed,  or  any  other  bank  Irom 
being  chartered  by  Congress,  deaigned  to  have  operap 
tion  within  the  jorisdiotion  of  any  States  without  fint 
having  obtained  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  eodi 
State. 

Reeobfedf  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
requested  CO  forward  a  copy  of  the  above  preamble  and 
reaolntipn  to  each  of  the  Senators  and  Representativef 
of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

■ 

The  Hoose  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  for  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States;  the  motion  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement yet  under  consideration. 

Mr.  McKiM.— Mr.  Speaker,  the  subject  now 
un^er  discussion  involves  an  important  Constitu- 
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tional  pi^iociple.  which  preseolts  to  thy  mind  ao 
insuperable  objection  to  the  passage  ol  the  bril* 
It  is  not,  howerer,  nry  intention  to  enter  on  a  dis- 
cussion of  the  Constitutional  jirinciple  which  has 
a  bearing  on  the  bill.  That  part  of  the  subject 
has  been  ably  and  critically  discussed  by  roy  hon- 
orable friend  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Poster,)  and 
by  other  gentlemen,  who  have  »poken  on  the 
same  side  of  the  question.  On  this  part  of  the 
subject,  sir,  I  will  only  observe,  that  a  former 
Congress  having  decidea  the  Constitutional  ques- 
tion for  themselves,  by  passing  the  law  to  incor- 
porate the  bank ;  the  tribunals  of  the  nation  hav- 
ing sanctioned  it,  as  it  respected  themselves ;  or 
Che  several  States  having,  without  rebellion,  but 
Dot  witbout  murmuring  and  compiaihi,  acqui- 
esced in  such  decision,  cannot  quiet  my  consei^ace, 
por  satisfy  my  mind  on  the  subject.  The  ques- 
tion now  recurs;  I  have  to  act  on  it,  and  I  must 
decide  it  for  ipyself. 

I  will  now  endeavor,  sir^toaubmit  to-the  House 
a  few  desultory  observations,  which  have  fdr  their 
object  to  explain  some  of  the  practical  operations 
of  the  banking  business ;  to  show  the  probable 
effect  of  the  dissolution  of  the  bank  charter,  and 
to  answer  some  objections  which  have  been 
raised  against  its  being  suffered  to  expire. 

It  has  been  urged,  as  a  motive  for  the  renewal 
of  the  charter,  that  the  concerns  of  the  bank  have 
been  conducted  with  impartiality  to  persons  of 
different  political  opinions.  In  answer  to  this,  I 
beg  leave  to  read  part  of  a  speech,  said  to  be  de- 
livered on  the  floor  of  this  House,  and  reported 
in  one  of  our  public  papers ;  and  also  a  letter 
from  a  gentleman  in  Baltimore,  to  whom  the 
speech  alluded :  "  It  had  been  asserted,  (says  bis 

*  speech,)  during  the  last  winter,  that  the  branch 

*  bank  in  Baltimore  had  accommodated  only  oire 
^  particular  class  of  political  gentlemen.  He  (Mr. 
'  Stanl-ey)  had  it  from  good  authorityr,  that  a 

*  distinguished  Republican  house  in  Baltimore,  of 
'  which  a  member  of  the  Senate  was  partner,  had 
'  obtained  a  mater  portion  of  discounts  than  any 
'  other  merchants  in  that  place."  ' 

The  letter  to  T^ich  I  alluded,  is  in  the  follow- 
ing words : 

**  BiAB  Sim :  Will  you  have  the  juatioe  to  state  Co 
the  House  of  Representatives,  as  ^arly-as  you  have  an 
opportunity,  and  m  direct  contradiction  of  the  unfoond- 
•d  assertion  contained  in  the  enclosed)  that  the  Repnb* 
Ucan  house  in  Baltimore,  of  which  'a  metnber  of  the 
Senate  is  a  partner,  has  received  but  two  discounts 
fiom  the  branch  Bank  of  Baltimore,  to  wit :  one  of 
nineteen  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars  and  filiy*five  cents, 
and  one  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars;,  the  first  on  the 
14th  of  April,  and  the  second  on  the  14th  of  May»  1798 ; 
although  the  transactions  of  the  house  with  that  bank 
amount  to  nine  hundred  and  thirty-siz  thousand  three 
hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents." 

[Here  Mr.  Stanley  explained.  Perhaps  it  had 
not  been  his  good  fortune  to  be  understood  in 
the  remarks  which  be  presumed  were  alluded  to 
by  Mr.  M.'s  correspondent.  It  was  his  meanin^f 
ir  not  his  words,  that,  although  partiality  bad 
been  charged  in  the  distribution  of  the  favors  of 
the  branch  bank  of  Baltimore,  he  had  been  in- 


formed froiA  good  nutbority,  that  of  its  dUcoonts, 
more  than  one-half  bad  been  obtained  by  gentle- 
men of  politics  opposite  to  those  of  the  baok; 
and  that,  in  the  purchase  of  bills  of  ezebinge, 
this  bank  had  purchased  a  larger  amount  froQ  the 
house  alluded  io^  (Smith  and  BuchanaD,)  ibu 
from  any  other  house  in  Baltimore.] 

I  am  satisfied,  sisid  Mr.  M.,  with  the  ezplani- 
tion.  I  have  not  introduced  the  »peech  and  ietier, 
so  much  to  support  my  argument  as  to  do  justiee 
to  my  friend ;  nor  can  I  vouch  for  the  correctoes 
of  the  report. 

It  has  been  stated  that  nineteen  or  twenty  mil* 
lions  of  dollars  are  due  to  this  bank,  whose  char- 
ter is  now  about  to  expire;  that,  if  the  charter  is 
not  renewed,  it  will  produce  great  dif^tress,  aoi 
general  bankruptcy  will  ensue  ;  that  the  bantii 
winding  up  its  <^oncerns,  can  receive  nothiDgbot 
specie,  which  will  exhaust  the  resources  of  tiie 
other  banks  and  individualai,  and  thereby  pro- 
duce a  result  the  most  disastrous  to  the  mercaotile 
interests  of  the  nation.  This  statement  is  ioco^ 
rect.  By  the  returns  from  the  Treasury,  it  ap- 
pears that  no  mote  than  $1,318,0^  was  doe  to 
the  bank;  add  that  the  bank  is  indebted  to  the 
public  and  to  individual  in  the  sum  of  $11 543,- 
320;  and  all  the  offsets  it  had  again>t  tbebearf 
debt,  are  the  above  sum,  due  from  difiereot  Siaie 
banks,  of  SI. 318,024. 

'  Mr.  M.  illustrated  this  position  by  tbe  follow- 
ing detailed  statement  of  the  account,  wbrcii  lie 
read  in  his  place : 
The  bank  owes  to  Government  for 

deposites  -.  -  -  -  -  (2493362 
It  owes  to  individuals  for  deposites  3891.680 
It  owes' for  its  notes  in  ciroulaiion       5.157.378 


Total  amount  of  its  debts  -  -  911,542320 
Deduct  ^m  the  amount  of  debts 

due  by  the  bartk,  its  only  offset  -  1,318,024 
Leaving  a  net  balance  of  debts  due 

from  the  bank,  of       -       -        -  $10140i9$ 

This,  sir,  is  the  present  situation  of  the  ezpi- 
rii^^  bank,  by  Its  own  showing. 

Gentlemen  have  inrolved  this  subject  io  ob- 
scurity, by  supposing  the  fifteen  mi)  lions  of  dol- 
lars, held  by  the  bank  in  discounted  notes,  as  a 
debt  ivte  to  the  bank.  Sir,  there  is  not  one  eeot 
of  these  notes  due,  except  a  small  sum  that  is  is 
suit.  If  these  notes  were  realty  due,  it  woald 
materially  change  the  state  of  the  account.  It 
would  then  possess  the  means  of  spreading  te^ 
ror,  if  it  was  disposed  uifnecessarily  so  to  do;  bat 
we  must  take  the  account  as  it  is;  andif  ve 
would  know  how  it  stands  at  any  paritcultr  umt 
we  must  judge  of  it  as  We  do  of  a  race,  by  riev* 
rng  both  sides  at  the  same  point  of  tibe.  Jadg' 
ing  in  this  way,  we  find  that  this  bank  now  owes 
a  net  balance  of  upwards  of  ten  millions  of  dol* 
lars. 

Now,  sir,  I  would  ask,  can  any  gentleman  b^ 
lieve  that  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  a  bank,  thm 
heavily  indebted,  far  beyond  the  extent  o(  it> 
present  means,  to  spread  such  terror,  and  produce 
such  distress,  as  has  becfn  statedi  when  it  isde* 
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prtred  of  the  ppUic  and  fH'ivate  depotites, .  of 
which  it  will  be  depri? ed,  wbea  it  is  known  that 
the  charter  will  not  be  renewed?  It  is- true, 
that,  while  these  funds — the  debt  it  owes-^ind  a 
eoniiDMoce  of  the  public  deposites,  are  suffered 
to  remain  in  its  possession,  it  may  do  moch  to 
create  distress ;  while  these  foods  are  in  its  hands, 
it  can  employ  the  whole  peenniary  resources  of 
the  oatioa  to  coerce  other /baalcs  and  indifiduals 
into  its  meaeiirea,  if  it  were  so  disposed. 

I  wish  it  to  be  clearly  underatood.  that  I  do  not 
mean  to  say,  or  to  insiouate,  that  this  bank  had 
UDoecessarily  used  eoercioo,  to  create  distress,  or 
to  obtain  the  object  of  its  wish — a  renewal  of  ita 
charter.  But  while  these  funds  remain  Jn  its 
hands,  they  produce  this  effecL  They  render  it 
a  measure  of  prudence  and  neoessary  precaution 
in  other  baoks  not  to  issue  their  paper,  to  aid  the 
costomera  of  this  bank,  or  others  indebted  to  it, 
to  retire  their^  notes ;  and  this  operates  power- 
folly  on  my  mind  as  a  reason  for  urging  a  speedy 
decision  of  the  question.  I  am  of  qpinton,  if  this 
question  is  aettied,  let  it  be  determined  as  it  may, 
that  all  the  difficulty  and  distress  reeulttog  from 
the  probable  dissolution  of  the  ebartvr  will  soon 
be  dissipated,  and  things  then  resume  their  usual 
course.  If  the  eharfer  is  not  renewcMl,  the  ei- 
niriog  bank  will  lose  its  power  of- holding  ether 
banks  in  check,  bj  the  withdrawing  of  public 
and  prifate  de0osiie<t{  which,  bejng  placed  In 
other  hanka,  will  increase  their  means  of  giving 
aid  to  those  who  have  paper  to  retire  from  the 
exptttttg  baok.  This  bank  having  pow  no  other 
than  its  own  natural  means,  will  no  longer  be  an 
object  of  dread  to  other  similar  institutions; 
they  may  now  freely  lend  their  aid  to  relieve  the 
di$treKed,aod  their  increased  means  will  be  ade- 
quate to  the  object. 

It  hu  been  sufgesled  that  the  capital  of  this 
bank,  owned  in  £uro|^  will  be  remttted  in  sne-. 
cie,  if  the  charter  is  suffered  to  eapire ;  and  that 
sach  a  drain  of  specie  would  be  severely  felt  by 
the  baakS)  at  this  distretsiiig  time  in  our  com* 
mercial  coDceras.  There  is  no  necessity  for  re- 
miuing  thin  capital  in  specie ;  and  I  do  not  be- 
lieve one  dollar  would  be  so  remitted,  because  it 
will  not  be  the  interest  of  (be  proprietora  that  it 
shoukL  ISxchaoge  is  low;  I  nelieve  bills  might 
be  purchased  at  7^  a  10  per  eent.  below  par ;  and 
if  remitted  in  specie,  the  freight  and  insuraace 
could  not  be  less  than  five  per  cent.  A  remit- 
tance in  apeeie  would  then  be  12^  a  15  per  cent. 
less  favorable  than  to  remit  in  bills.  Alen  are 
oaoally  governed  by  their  interest  in  transactions 
of  this  kind ;  and  I  do  believe  that  the  managers 
of  this  stock,  if  it  is  to  be  remitted  to  Burope, 
would  remit  it  as  other  gentlemen  do,  in  bills. 
Bui  if  it  must  be  remitted  ia  specie,  it  is  proba* 
uble  there  is  some  unknown  cause,  operating  on 
remittances  |^enerally,  that  ^ves  aii  advantage  to 
remittances  in  speeie;  and  if  this  be  the  case,  the 
whole  amount  of  our  imports  from  Europe  will 
probably  be  thus  remitted.  The  amount  of  pur 
imports  from  Europe,  annuallv,  is  probably  not 
less  than  eij^lity  miUioos  of  dollars;  and  if  specie 
Bosi  be  ahipped  off.  to  pay  for  thaac  imperta,  it 


will  not  add  much  to  our  distress  to  let  the  bauk 
capital  go  with  it ;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  one 
doilar  will  not  be  shinped  to  pay  this  stock. 

It  has  been  stated  oy.my  hooorable  eolleaguei 
whom  I  do  not  now  see  in'  his  place,  (and  I' re- 
gret that  I  do  not,  that  I  might  be  corrected  if  I 
misstated  what  he  said,)  that  fourteen  millions 
of  dollars  would  be  thrown  out  of  circulation  if 
the  charter  of  this  bank  was  suffered  to  espire; 
that  the  bank  discounted  fourteen  millions  oi  dol- 
lars; and,  therefore,  must  haye  issued  its  notes 
to  that  amount  in  payment  for  the  discounted 
paper.  This  is  incorrect;  one-half  of  the  dis- 
counted paper,  it  might  be  fairly  estimated,  was 
of  what  is  denominated  accommodation  notes; 
and'  for  this  portion  of  the  dii»counted  paper  no 
monev  soes  out  of  the  baolt  after  the  first  re- 
newal;  but,  on  the  contrary,  money  is  brought 
into  bank  in  this  part  of  the  business  to  pay  the 
interest,  or  discount  on  these  notes.  I  beg  leave 
to  explain  to  the  House  the  nature  of  what  ia 
termed  accommodation  notes.  They  are  notes 
for  witich  n.o  value  has  passed ;  they  are  given  by 
the  maker  of  the  nhie  to  accommodate  the  re* 
ceiver  of  it,  on  an  uaderstaAdiog  between  them, 
that,  when  due^  it  will  be  taken  up  by  the  person 
who  reeeived  ^t;  and  discounts  on  this  kind  of 
paper  are  in  the  naturef  of  a  permanent  loan,  so 
loiig  as  the  person  accommodated  requires,  or  aa 
it  may  be  oonvehient  for  the  bank  to  continue  it, 
the  note  being  renewed  every  sixty  days,  and  the 
interest  paid  thereoq.  But  the  proposition  is 
equally  incorrect  as  it  relates  to,- the  notes  dis- 
counted, which  were  given  oa  some  actual  tran<« 
sactioo  in  business ;  notes  are  not  issued  by  the 
bank  to  the  amount  of  the  real  paper  it  discounts; 
money  is  constantly  coming  iii  for  notes  that  fall 
due;  and,  in  the  course  of  trade,  it  frequently 
happens  that  the  money  paid  ih  one  week,  on  dis- 
counted notes,  is  the  next  week,  by  various  wind* 
iogs  and  changes,  again  in  hank,  to  discount 
nearly  a  like  amouot. 

The  real  diminution  of  the  circulating  medium 
that  will  result  from  the  dissolution  of  the  charter 
will  be  five  millions  of  dollars.  The  report  from 
the  Treasury,  laid  on  our  tables,  atates  that  the 
bank  has  five  millions  of  dollars  of  its  notes  in 
circulation,  and  these,  of  course,  will  be  paid  off 
and  destroyed  when  the  bank  ceases  to  act;  aad 
a8.it' will  then  receive  no  more  deposiies,  the 
means- of  other  banks  will  be  enlarged ;  whereby 
ihey  may  issue  an  k^ereased  amount  of  notes, 
perhaps  nearly  equal  to  the  extent  of  the  dimi^ 
nation  that  will  result  from  the  decease  of  the 
charter* 

I  will  repeat,  sir,  what  I  before,  said.  When 
the  question  of  the  charter  is  settled,  the  dtfficul- 
tierand  distress  th)it  now  exist  will  soon  cease^ 
and  an  accommodating  disposition  will  then  take 
place;' the  expiring  bank  will  relinquish  its  pre* 
tensions  to  receive  nothing  but  specie  in  pay- 
ment ;  it  will  see  the  neciassity  of  receiving  pay- 
ment in  the  paper  of  other  banks  that  are  in 
credit ;  it  will  receive  payment  in  such  bills  aa 
other  banks  and  individuals  receive  freely.  And 
why  will  it  do  this  when  it  has  a  right  to  iaaiat 
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on.speoie?  BeeauM  it  wRi  be  nrgfd  to  do  so 
from  JDterett  and  necessitjr*  It  has  «  large  debt 
that  wiii  be  ebortly  falling  due  froiD  its  custom- 
^rsi  and  how  will  ,tbey  be  able  to  pay  if  the  baok 
aball  draw  all  the  specie  into  its  vaolls,  and  keep 
other  baaks  in  check,  so  ibat  they  can  afford  no 
aid  10  its  customers  to  retire  their  notes  when 
Ihey  fall  due.  The  specie  caqnot  Jm  wanted  by 
the  eipiriog  bank.  £rery  object  of  winding  up, 
remittiBg,  and  paying  its  capital,  can  be  m^nag«I 
10  equal  advantage  without  its  and  will  this 
bank,  without  a  motive^  and  in  opposition  'to  its 
own  interest^  endearor  to  produce  distress  by 
thus  unnecessarily  drawing  the  specie  info  its 
TaulU  ?  Certainly  it  will  not.  But  if  it  should 
act  so  unadvisedly,  who  is  xo  be  the  greatest  iuf» 
ferer  7  Who  has  a  greater  ioieresi  than  itself  in 
facilitating  the  payment  oi  debts  1  None  have  a 
^grester  stake  at  hazard  thsn  this  bank,  aod  I  ven- 
lore  to  sav,  that  none  will  be  more  disposed  to 
promote  the  general  convenience  and  prosperity 
than  it  will  be«  I  have  no  fears  of  tins  spectra 
of  ^misery  and  distress  that  has  been  ariftHly 
conjured  up  to  alarm  as  intn  a  lenewal  o£  the 
nharter. 

My  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Ket)  has  made 
an  eloquent  display  of  the  benefits  of  backing 
•stablishments  in  euragricttltursl  improvements, 
our  maoufactures  and  ship  building;  and  that,  if 
this  bank  was  put  down^  the  effects  would  be  se* 
verely  felt  in  the  reduced  price  of  produce,  and 
in  our  improvements  generally. 

I  accord  most  heartily  with  the  honorable  gen* 
tlemao  as  to  the  benefit  of  banks  to  a  reasonable 
extent.  No  one  is  more  perfectly  eoorineed  of 
the  benefits  resulting,  from  them  than  myself; 
but  I  deny  that  such  injurious  effects  would  be 
produced  by  suffering. this  charter  to  expire..  Is 
there  no  other  hank  but  tbis  one,  founded  on  for- 
eign capital, and  administered  more  or  less  under 
foreign  influence*  that  can  produce  and  perpetuate 
these  benefits?  Surely  there  are  others  as  oafia- 
pable,  and  as  much  to  be  relied  od  as  tbis.  The 
capital  of  this  bank  forms  but  a  small  portion  of 
the  aggregate  bank  capital  of  the  nation,  and  if 
lis  charter  should  eipii-e,  the  benefits  mentioned 
will  not  be  lost.  No  i^pecie  will  be  destroyed,  or 
aent  out  of  the  eountrv  by  its  dissolution.  Spe* 
ate  is  the  basis  of  bank  capital,  ard  if  we  have 
specie  to  meet  them,  we  can  easily  make  bank 
notes  enough  without  the  aid  of  this  bank.  Tbe 
baok  notes  that  will  be  throwii  out  of  ctreulstion 
are  all  that  will  be  lost  by  the' dissolution  of  tbe 
charter ;  and  if  we  have  specie,  we  can  soon  s<lp-, 
ply  their  place.  There  is  no  scarcity  of  paper 
among  us: 

The  charter  of  this  bank  was  granted  for  a  lim- 
ited time ;  the  privileges  and  immunities  it  gmni- 
ad  were  great.  The  interest  it  yielded  on  its 
ci^ital.  and  its  credit, are  liberal ;  and  theinereas- 
ad  valiie  the  charter  gave  to  its  stock  was- great. 
This  stock,  originally  only-  ten  millions  of  dollars, 
aoon  became  worth  fourteen  millions  under  tbe 
charter;  tbe  company  have  enjoyed  these  bene- 
fits in  the  fullest  extent,  without  molestation ; 
their  chartered  rights  have  not  been  infringed  or 


viulated ;  and  the  charter  is  now  about  to  cxptii 
by  its  own  limitation.  Aod  this  valosble  ishet- 
itaace  of  benefits  about  lo  dcicend,  with  the  dettli 
of  the  charier,  to  the  people  of  the  United  Sutei, 
it  will  become  theb  joint  property.  AbootNTts- 
lenths  of  the -present  stockholders  are  foreigecn; 
and,  shall  we,  the  gnardians  of  the  rights  uid  is* 
tarests  of  tbe  American  people^  perpetuate  (hea 
benefits  to  foreigners,  by  a  renewal  of  tbe  eharur 
to  them,  in  preference  to  those  whoie  iaterem 
we  have  been  chosen  to  pnotect  ?  Penou  on- 
cooneoted  with  the.  public  business  might,  per- 
hapa,  wink  ataoch  an  act ;  but  if  wc^  in  oar  rep^ 
resentalive  eapaeiiy,  should  do  it,  will  it  notbeti 
record  opt  inmmy  ? 

Under  these  impreasioas,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  la 
prepared  to  eiva  mv  Tote  for  an  indefinite  poa* 
ponemeat  qT  the  bill.  But,  if  the  secttoa  strickci 
oat  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  shall  be  leii' 
stated,  and  the  bill  shall  come  to  ^  fisal  roie,  I 
must  record  my  name  agai^l  its  passage. 

Mr.  GOLi».-^Mr.  Speaker,  nlthough  thi»qs» 
tion  baa  long  engroased  the  conaideratioB  of  tk 
House,  I  must  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  How 
to  the  obeervatioas  I  may  olfer.  I  will  aol  tw 
pass  on  your  patience. 

The  question  of  expediency,  together  witb 
various  extrinsic  topics,  I  paas  by  uoaotked ; « 
theae  lei  the  jiNlginenl  and  not  the  feeHogsof  tk 
House,  which  nave  faeen  so  much  addresiei 
through  exparit  atatcmanto  and  suggiBiioDs^  de- 
terame. 

On  the  great  Caastitutionnl  qQestJaB>vQlTcd 
by  the  bill  on  your  iable,  il  is  the  fruit  of  lay  but 
refleolioos-*il  is  mf  deep  oonvictioo,  that  the 
agency  of  a  bunk  is  necessary  lo  tbe  adiDiD»t» 
tion  of  the  financea  of  this.eountry;  that  it  is 
eminently  iieces^ry  to  the  great  exigeaciefoi 
wtr.  This  is  ihe  lest ;  en  this  pivot  reiu  tke 
.^OBtion.  In  comiag  to  the  cooclnsioa  I  hate 
sir,  I  disclaim  the  doeirine  of  implioatioB  of  pot* 
ers—- of  constructive  powert^^now  rendered  to 
odious  and  so  uoj.ttstly  imf>uted  to  those  wks 
maintain  the  epastitutlonality  of  this  baok;! 
ask  only  the  application  of  a  plain  simple  ^ 
wliich  is  as  old  es  first  principles;  as  exteoded  is 
its  operation  as  the  empire  of  law;  to  be  foondn 
all  codes,  applicable  to  all  instrumeats,  as  veil  to 
conveniiona  hetween  Statat  as  to  the  coniitcua 
individuals. 

It  is,  that  with  the  end  is  given,  insepiW 
given,  the  means ;  that',  with,  the  expren  po«((* 
given  to  this  Qovermneai,  is  also  given  the  nwo* 

necessary  to  carry  the  Government  into  soec^ 
ftti  operaiion«-«ot  merely  tomove  the  wheels, but 
to  give  an  eiectual  impulse,  neceaaary  to  i^e  ei- 
Igenciea  of  the  country.  When  gentleraas  ^ 
vey  the  extended  Qepac^nent  of  the  Treasonf, 
Ihe  wide  theatre  of  the  public  expenditure,  coo* 
mensnrale  with  ihe  United  Stales ;  the  dariy 
transmiasioa  of  mooe|r8  (to  satisfy  the  pohlie  de- 
mand) in  every  dhrecnon,  to  the  furthest  lionK" 
the  Union  ;  to  the  frontiers;  to  your  garrtsOB«)» 
places  with  which  there  is  no  oomnieree,^ 
which  bills  of  exchange  eanaot  be  obtaised;  ^ 
Ihey  nToid  seeing  the  ^Treasury  involved  m  <■* 
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mroost  €mbtri>a«iiient  bf  withdrawiDg  the  aid  of 
t  banking  rastitotion  ?  Such  embarrassment,  to 
BBT  miflG,  is  iDeTitable. 

But,  sir,  if  doobts  could  exist  as  applicable  to 
a  state  of  peace  in  the  great  and  tryiDg  eiiiergen<- 
cies  of  war,  there  is  nor,  I  did  hope,  room  for  dt- 
▼ersitf  of  opinion ;  the  neeessitf  of  the  ihstitu- 
tion,  in  my  conception,  is  eminent,  is  indispensa- 
ble. Money  is  the  sin.ew  of  -^ar ;  for  want  of  it, 
fo  satisfy  a  needy,  discoatenteit  army,  the  most 
important  operations  of  a  campaign  h^ve  been 
arrested,  and  ^he  most  disastrous  results  produced. 
Ourowa  country,  sir,  the  patficrtie  army  of  the 
Rerolotion..  and'one  more  phtriottc,  1  fear,  we 
shall  nerer  see,  burnished  one  if  not  more  instan- 
ces of  discontent  and  actual  n^utioy,  for  want  of 
pay,  (for  want  of  that  which  this  institution  could 
so  promptly  fVfrnishj)  which  was  not  appeased 
without  resort  to  military  execution. 

However  [Ntcifie  in  its  policy,  let  no  nation, 
promise  itself  continued  exemmion  from  war; 
historf  gives  no  assurances  of  this  kind ;  no  wise 
QoreroQieDt,  in  its  policy  and  institutions,  ever 
lost  sight  of  a  state  of  war.  In  ease  of  internal 
dissensiofis,  in  public  convulsions,  the  promj^t  aid 
of  a  bank  may  be  e^ualljr  necessary.  It  is  the 
obserraiiun  of  tt  disungotshed  writer,  who  bad 
Well  considered  the  events  of  the  Revolution,  that 
the  independefioe  of  this  country  was.  in  no 
small  degree,  indebted  to  the  Bank  or  North 
America. 

Bat,  it  is  eatd,  that  the  best*  resort  of  Qov^rn- 
meot  is  to  ihe  purse  of  individuals,  that  this  source 
will  be  found  abundant.  It  is,  Mr.  Speaker,  on 
public  emergencies.- in  times  of  public  convulsion, 
under 'the  severe  pressure  of  war,  when  ready 
supplies  of  money  oecome  indispensable  to  Gov- 
ernmeDt,  and  it  is  at  duch  a  period  that  alarms 
spread,  and  distrust  seizes  on  the  commuaitv ;  it 
is  then  that  the  moneyed  man  withdraws  nim- 
self,  places  bis  cash  in  a  strong  box,  and,  not  un- 
frequently  commits  it  to  the  earth,  beyond  the 
reach  of  Government.  We  have  no  powef  of 
drawing  the  Jew^  teeth;  no  resource  iti  a  forced 
loan.  .       '. 

in  the  course  of  debate,  on  thiis  bill,  it  is  not  a 
litde  amusing  to  observe  the  desperate  efforts,  the 
contradictions,  and  inconsistencies,  which  gentle- 
men,  in  their  zeal,  fall  into.  At  one  moment  it  is 
most  strenuously  insisted,  that  nothing  short  of  an 
express  provision,  tn  the  Constitution,  to  create 
corpora tiOQ 8,  can  warrant  the  establishment  of  a 
bank ;  the  next  moment  it  is  admitted,  and  strange, 
indeed,  had  it  been  denied,  that«  if  a  bank  be  a 
necessary  mean  for  the  execution  of  the  delegated 
powere  of  the  Qovemmept,  then  must  it  be  Con- 
siitutionaL 

The  nM>st  fruitful  source  of  error,  Mr.  Speaker, 
is  in  the  palpable  misinterpretation  of  the  term 
^  necessary"  in  th^  Constitution ;  it  has  been  re- 
iterated again  and  again  under  this  head  of  the 
argument,  that  a  mean  to  be  necessary,  must  be 
absoiutelyi  indispensably  so,  without  which  th^ 
operations  of  the  Gk)vernment  would  be  arrested. 
Now,  sir,  all  this  is  contrary  to  the  sense  in  which 
thai  adjective  is  used  by  the  moat  approved  wri- 


ters, and  in  dtreet  violation  of  the  ^eraentarw 
principles  of  our  language.  If  gentlemen  will 
take  toe  trouble,  and  f  invite  them  to  do  it,  to  re- 
cur to  the  be^t  writera  and  philologists,  they  will 
filled  the  terih  used  in  a  neose  implying  only  what 
is  needful,  or  requisite,  and  not  wbat  is^extremelf 
so,  or  indispensable;  and  why,  sir,  should  it  be 
extended  beyond  the  above  limits?  Is  it  not  am 
adjective  6f  comparison-^for  the  argument  haa 
carried  us  back  to  the  schoob  1  Is  it  not  in  every 
day's  use,  and  eorrectly  so.  that  one  thing  is  '*no- 
cessary,"  another  more  so,  and  a  third  indispen- 
sably so?  .Have  we  not  seen,  here,  upon  thta 
ffoor,  a  member  rise,  and  call  for  the  order  of  the 
day  un  a  bill  "necessary"  to  be  acted  on ;  another 
member  call  for  one  more  necessary^  and  a  third 
for  one  absolutely  and  indispensably^ necessary? 
And  yet,  sir,  gentlemen  continue  to  urge  upon 
us,  that  "  necessary,^  in  its  positive,  uncompared 
state,  Imports  the  superlative— *-means  indispiensa* 
hie.  Such  arguments,  sir,  not  only  prostrate  tbe 
bank,  but  subvert  the  very  foundation  of  lan- 

ae.  Again,  sir,  it  is  said  that  no  mean  is  given 
e  Constitution,  if  the  operations  of  Govern- 
ment can  possibly  be  carried  on  without  it.    Is 
this  dishonor  to  oe  done  sir.  to  the  memories  of 
those'  wise  men  who  framea  our  excellent  Coii- 
stitution?    Was'it  the  height  of  their  high  am- 
bition, the  fruit  of  all  their  labors,  to  give  the 
cotintry  a  limping,  halting  Government,  to  move 
with  a  snail's  pace,  to  give  to  the  wheels  an  im- 
pulse, the  least  possible,  competent  to  onove  them? 
Upon  this  argument,  sir.  tne  Government  itself 
ought  not  to  nave  been  established  at  all,  as  with* 
out  it  the  country  'might  have  subsisted ;  we 
might,  probably,  have  defended  our  territory  and 
retainee  our  liberties,  at  least  for  a  considerable 
period  ;  we  might  have  moved  up  and  down,  and 
oonsuikied  the  acorns  of  our  forests.    A  higher 
ambition  moved  the  worthies  who  laid  the  fouiL- 
dations  of  (his  goodly  fabrie  of  Gh>veromeot; 
and  I  will  not  hesitate  to  honor  them  so  much  aa 
to  say  that  they  intended  to  give  to  the  Union  a 
Gbvemment  for  attaining  the  highest  degree  of 
political  prosperity  of  which  the  condition  of  the 
States  and  the  nature  of  a  Federative  compact  ia 
susceptible.    Such,  sir,  in  my  apprehension,  was 
the  object  of  the  Constitution,  and,  I  beg  leave  to 
add.  that  this  object  may  be  carried  into  effect 
witnout  touching  the  rights,  the  interests,  or  hap- 
piness, of  those  States.    Nay,  sir,  the  best  inter- 
ests of  each  and  every  State  in  the  Union  impe- 
riously demands  of  Congress,  in  despite  of  all  the 
covert  movements  of  State  banks  and  Slate  pol- 
iticians, independently  to  carry  into  effect  the  btil 
on  your  table.    Let  us  not,  sir,  shut  our  eyes  to 
the  quarter  from  whence  danger  threatens,  to  the 
interests  and  ambition  of  States,  who,  assuming 
a  control  or  influence  over  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  would,  in  effect,  dictate  to  vou  what 
course  you  are  to  pursue.  Here,  sir,  at  this  period| 
lies  the  danger  to  the  Constitution.    We  are  ar- 
rived at  a  crisis  when  it  is  considered  almost  aa 
act  of  hardihood  to  vote  on  this  question  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  wishes  of  the  State  to  which  a  mem- 
ber may  belong,  aignified  by  a  reaolution  of  the 


718 


HIjSTOSY  OF  CONGEBSfiL 


716 


H.  OF  R. 


Bank  of  the  UmUd  StfUee. 


lAiraAKy,181L 


Legislature.  If  this  inflaeoce^  sir,  is  to -{MreTaii 
over  the  CouDciU  of  tjie  UdIod^  then,  indeed, are 
we  degraded,  our  sovereigDty  lost,  and  all  the 
weaknesses  and  maladies  of  (he  old  Confedera- 
tion returned  again  upon  this  body  politic.  I 
fepeat,  sir,  if  this  bank  shall  falj,  it  will  owe  its 
fate  to  the  baneful  influence  of  individual  States, 
governed  by  their  own  banking' interests, over  the 
Councils  uf  the  Union. 

The  argument,  sir,  in  support  of  the  const itu^ 
tionality  of  a  banking  institution,  as  a  mean  ne- 
cessary to  execute  the  Govern  men  t,  is  greatly 
strengthened  by  the  consideration  that  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Government  over  the  specified  sub- 
jects of  its  cognizance  is  sovereign. 

In  ihe  division  of  power,  certaid  subjects  of 
legi.slation  remain  with  the  individual  States  for 
their  sole  and  sovereign  J urisdiciion;  other  spe- 
cific subjects  are,  by  the  Const! tutioo«  committed 
to  the  exclusive  cognizance  of  the  Qovernment 
of  the  Union  ;  all  legislative  power  over  t^ose 
subjects  is  not  only  given  to  Uoiigress,  but  ex- 
pressly  denied  to  the  States.  With  these  plain 
. land-marks  before  him,  I  was  not  a  little  sur- 
prised to  hear  my  honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Poa- 
TEB,)  in  a  speech  of  so  m<uch  method  and  ingenu- 
ity, contend  that  the  Government  of  the  Union 
.was  not  sovereign  in  anything ^  that  sovereignty 
was  to  be  found  alone  with  the  oeople.  To  the 
people,  sir,  we  always  bow  with  respect;  it  is 
among  first  principles  that  all  power  flows  from 
the  people,  and  is  to  be  exercised  for  their  benefit 
and  welfare ;  the  people  are  the  legitimate  source 
of  ail  power,  and  it  is  from  them  the  Constitution 
is  derived :  but,  sir,  the  moment  the  Constitution 
is  formed,  and  the  Government  established,  the 
original  sovereign  power  of  the  people  is  parted 
with ;  it  is  transferred  to  the  Goveromept,  and 
all  interference  with  its  exercise  is  lost,  exceot 
thiough  the  medium  of  elections.  .Need  I  refer 
to  a  host  of  writers  on  civil  society*aod  Gavern- 
ment  for  all  this  ?  The  result  is  inevitable,  that 
the  power  of  ibis  CTOvernmeot  over  the  objects 
specifically  and  exclusively  committed  to  its  ju- 
risdiction, is  full,  entire,  and  sovereign*.  The 
principle  of  my  colleague  would  give  us  a  Gov- 
ernment of  men,  not  of  laws,  the  very  definition 
of  despotism.  This  view,  sir,  repels  the  strict, 
the  narrow,  meagre  rules  of  interpretation  which 
have  been  applied  on  this  occasion.  Another 
position  of  my  colleague  is  equiilly  unfounded. 
lie  insists  that  the  Government  of  the  Union 
and  the  respective  States  have  a  mixed  Qr  com- 
bined jurisdiction  over  the  same  subject-matter; 
and  hence  a  new  restriction  in  created  on  the 
power  of  Congress.  What,  sir!  is  the  power 
givei>  to  Congress,  and  the  means  to  jcxecuie  it 
reserved  to  the  States? — for  such  is  the  applica- 
tion and  consequence  of  the  argument. 

The  very  face  of  this  proposition  involves  con- 
tradiction and  inconsistency;  it  would  make 
the  Constitution  a  felo  de  ae,  and  annihilate  the 
Government.  We  are  carried  back  again  into 
Egypt;  to  the  old  doctrine  of  dependence  and  re- 
jquibiiion  of  the  Confederation  upon  the  States. 
Such,  sir,  is  the  extent,  such  the  desperate  efiforis. 


of  argomeot  to  cot  dowo  the  powers  of  tkisGov- 
ernnient  and  prostrate  this  institution. 

I  ^cannot,  sir,  pass  over  another  argument 
against,  the  bill  without  notice.  It  is  ssiilihat 
the  banks  of  the  States  may  be  resorted  toiaihe 
administration4of  the  finances.  Here,  sir,  by  this 
argument,  the  whole  question  of  constiiotioiuliif 
is  given  up,  foe  the  very  necessity  of  the  resort  to 
State  banks  maintains  the  agency  of  a  bank  as 
necessary  in  administering  the  GoveromeDi;  it 
is  on  this  pivot,  necessity,  that  the  whole  ques- 
tion turps.  In  steering  clear  of  Scylla  the  argu- 
ment is  lost  in  Chary bd is. ,  This  necessity  of 
bank  agency  is  so  indiiipensable  to  the  Goferu- 
ment,  that  gentlemen  look  with  fear  and  treio- 
blinjg^  upon  the  interimssiop  of  a  day  between  ihe 
expiration  of  the  chartef  of  the  present  bank  and 
the  new  and  gladdening  reign  of  State  baolu.  It 
has  been  stated  on  the  floor  of  .the  Hoose,  that 
arrangemejHs  are  already  making  with  State 
banks  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Goverameat. 
Preparations  are  i a.  forwardness  for  celebratio; 
the  nuptials  of  these  Slate  damsels,  who,  with 
little  modesty,  attend  in  (he.  ante-chamber  eager 
to  rush  into  the  arms  of  Patronage  in'the  Tretsory. 
Do  ye  not  discern  the  si|[n8  of  the  times?  Ate 
the  policy,  the  co-operation,  and  active  more 
meats  of  the  S(ate  banks  not  seen  t  While  ibe 
United  States'  Bank  is  going  down,  do  yoa  oot 
observe  the  wreckecs  hovering  on  the  coast  ? 

But.  sir,  this  great  question  of  constituiiouaJity 
dots  not  depend  on  the;  occasional  esisteoce  or 
non«existence  of  banks  in  the.  States,  but  on  the 
intrinsic  power,  given  by  ihe  Constitutiou, with- 
out regard  to  tne  .extrinsic,  contingent,  aodaa* 
certain  co-operation  of  State  Legislatures. 

What  the  future  policy  of  the  respective  States 
would  be;  whether  State  banks  would  be  estab- 
lished, able  and  willing  to  aid  this  Goveromeoi, 
and  safe  depositaries  for  the  revenue,  could  sot 
be  foreseen  by  the  framers  of  the  Co9stitotioo. 
Such  an  argument  resting  on  .such  coatiopo- 
cies,  would  at  one  period  make  a  thing  Goosiita- 
tional,  which  at  another  wouM  be  unconstitD- 
tional. '  .         . 

To  all  those  who  are  averse  to  a  multiplica- 
tion of  banks  and  bank  stock,  permit  ine  to  ob- 
serve that  the  Sutes  stand  ready  to  fill  op,  bf 
new  banks,  the  vacuum  or  space  left  on  the  expi- 
ration of  the  United  States'  Bank,  as  rapid! /as 
the  motion  of  fluids  under  the  principles  ofhf- 
drauiics;  nay,  sir,  some  have. already  anticipated 
the  event  by  a  litter  of  banks,  and  .hence,  sir,  we 
have  witnessed  th^'  stroggle  of  a  parent's  afeC' 
tion  to  protect  the  oflf^-Dring, 

It  only  remains,  sir,  lor  me  to  call  the  attentioa 
of  the  House  to  the  pmst. 

It  is  now  twenty  ye^ars  thatt  this  bank  has  bee& 
in  operation,  in  constant  intercourse  and  corres* 
ponUence  with  the  Government  under  ail  the 
revolutions  of  parties ;  during  which  period  fc 
have  the  concurring  testimony  of  all  the  Slates 
in  the  Union  in  support  of  its  legitimacy,  deduci- 
ble  from  their  acquiescence  and  satisfaciioo ;  fojV 
sir,  after  the  agitation  excited  by  its  creation  m 
subsided,  I  have  not  been  able  to  fijad  ainoogvl 
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the  projects  for  ameiiding  the  Coostitation,  thtt 
a  singrj^  Slate  has  coucfaH  tb^  power  that  crea* 
ted  thht  baok.  No,  srr,  this  ? iper  in  oar  boaom 
(to  use  the  iropa$siooed  language  of  gentlemen 
in  oppoiition  to  rhe  bill)  has  lain  harmless ;  hsrm- 
iess,  did  I  say  ?  like  a  good  genias  it  has  admin- 
istered to  oor  Wants  and'  promoted  our  welfare. 

Can  ibe  candid  mind  resjst  rhe  conclusion,  that 
the  people  are  with  the  bank?  Shall' I  remind 
you,  sir.  that  this  institution  received  its  exisl- 
eace  from  the  bands  of  the  greatest  and  best  of 
meo,  and  under  the  Presidency  and  with  the  en- 
tire approbation  of  Washiof^ton;  that  the  Cqn- 
ttiiutiooal  question  was  decided  at  a  period  aus- 
picioos  to  fair  inquiry  \  at  a  period  when  party 
spirit  was  much  les3  virulent  and  destructive; 
ttiat  soore  of  the  most  distinguished  supporters  of 
the  present  Administration-  concurred  in  its  es- 
tablishment?' Shall  this  question  of  constitu- 
tionality never  be  at  rest  7 

Mr.  JoBNROif.r-Mr.  Speaker :  I  had  determin- 
ed oniil  yesterday  tb  be  silent  on  tbia  occasion, 
and  I  extreihely  regret  the  necessity  Which  has 
eompelied  me  trespass  upon  the  exhausted  pa- 
tience of  the  Hou&e  upon  an  almost  exhausted 
subject.  I  ani  opposed  to  the  renewal  of  the  bank 
charter  of  the  Bai^  of  the  United  States,  from 
the  strongest  sense  of  duty  which  can  be  felt  by 
the  Representativo  of  a  free  people — I  believe  it 
piipabl^r  unconstitutional  to  renew  the  charter, 
and.  if  it  were  Contiitvftional,  it  is  inexpedient, 
and  improper.  ' 

h  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  House  and 
this  nation  should  understand  the  real  question 
before  os-— for  arguments  have  been  advanced 
upon  premises  which  do  not  exist,  and  remarks 
predicated  tipon  a  case  which  is  not  embraced  by 
the  bill.  This  makes  it  my  duty  to  calf  the  at- 
teDiioo  to  the  real  question,  that  we  may  not 
dwell  longer  upon  supposed  cases.  This  is  not  a 
struggle  on  oor  "part  to  repeal  any  act  of  corpora- 
tion, ur  to  deprive  i^ny  citizen  of  any  vested  rights 
claimed  either  by  nature  or  by  anv  political  act; 
but  an  exertion  in  favor  of  equal  laws  and  equal 
jastice  to  all  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
to  prevent  monopolies  from  being  given  to  a  mo- 
neyed aristocracy,  unknown  to  the  Constitution 
and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and 
subrcrsive  of  the  State  sovereignties.  Twenty 
years  ago,  Congress  in  express  violation  of  the 
Constiioiion  incorporated  a  baokt  called  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States — to  continue  twenty  years, 
which  will  expire  the  third  of  March.  It  was 
granted  by  those  principally  who  have  assumed 
ihenameof  Federalists  ana  who  advocated  the 
incorporation  of  the  bank  as  Gbhstitutional,  upon 
theodiousdoctrineof  implied  powers ;  and  which 
Was  oppo9ed  by  those  who  have  since  supported 
the  character  of  Republicans.  This  very  measure 
was  the  first  that  laid  the  foundation  for  the  two 
great  political  parties  who  have  since  that  period 
agitated  ^nd  divided  this  country.  The  charter 
granted  in  1791  will  expire  the  third  of  March, 
and  the  stockholders  and  those  under  their  influ- 
ence have  petitioned  Congress  to  renew  the 
charter  fo)r  the  term  of  twenty  years  more.    Will 


we  encourage  this  moneyed  ariatocraey  and  con- 
tinue this  i^ivileged  order  in  the  bosom  of  our 
countrj  twenty  years  longer?  They  have  had  the 
exclusive  advantage  of  accumulating  wealth  andl 
money  for  twenty  years,  and  they  are  not  satia-. 
fled.  They  wish  a  renewal  of  the  charter  for 
twenty  years  to  come.  Thus,  air,  the  present 
Congress  have  before  them  the  same  question 
which  was  determined  in  1791,  viz:  toineorpor* 
ate  the  stockholders  of  the  Uaited  States*  Bank 
twenty  years  from  the  third  of  next  March.  We- 
ace  absolved  from  all  obligations  on  this  subject 
but  those  of  duty  to  the  people ;  the  question 
stands  on  its  original  merits  and  demerits ;  for 
the  lapse  of  twenty  years  cannot  sanctify  a  breadi 
in  the  Constitution,  nor  the  acquiescence  of  the 
people  make  that  expedient  and  proper,  which  is 
hostile  to  liberty,  equality  an^  justice.  Thus  ab- 
solved from  all  Qbl4gtitions  lo  promote  this  instt* 
tution,  from  such  considerations  as  have  been 
ur^d,  lam  to  consult  the  good  of  the  people. 

First,  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of  thb 
bank,  and,  thereby  continue  in  existence  a  money- 
ed aristocracy  and  a  privileged  order  of  men.  is  n 
violation  eftbe  Constitution  of  the  United  States; 
that  Consticutioo  of  union  which  binds  the  States 
together,  and  which  we  are  individually  bound 
to  support  by  a  solemn  appeal  to  heaven. 

It  cannot  be  unpleasant  to  trace  back  lo  its 
source  the  union  of  the  States.  It  brings  to  the 
patriot's  mind  the  events*  of  the  American  Revo* 
iution.  It  was  in  this  glorious  Revolution  that 
the  unionof  the  States  had  its  origin-*-at  a  time 
when  we  werc$  distracted  by  domestic  faction 
and  threatened  with  a  foreign  Power,  when  in 
fiict  ire  were  invaded  by- a  British  army,  and 
our  political  existence  was  threatened.  Thu& 
while  General  Washington  was  at  the  head  <n 
our. forces  in  the  North,  the  sages  in  Congress 
were  .planning  articles  of  confederation  as  early 
as  June,  1776.  Before  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendeoce  a  coihmittee  composed  of  a  member 
from  each  State  was  appointed  to  draw  up  arti- 
cles of  confedemtiOn  by  which  the  States  should 
be  bound  to  each  other. 

These  Articleis  of  Confederation  were  finally 
adopted  by  all  the  States  in  1781.  Until  which 
time  Congress  was  the  Type  of  Union,  and  the 
rallying  point  for  the  States.  So  great  was  the 
influence  of  these  men  who  conducted  us  safe 
throOgh  the  Revolution.  This  summary  will  give 
us  the  objects  of  the  union  of  the  States.  It 
was  not  for  the  purpose  of  interfering  with  State 
rights— for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  laws  of 
credence,  and  the  laws  of  descents,  of  creating 
diounty  court-houses  and  jails,  opening  State  and 
county  roads;  this  would  have  been  impossible; 
it  would  have  been  an  assumption  of  power  de- 
structive to  every  principle  of  independence.  "It 
was,  on  the  other  hand,  tor  the  great  and  mighty 
objects  of  common  security  from  foreign  enemies 
and  domestic  treason  and  insurrection  that  the 
Union  was  formed.  The  objects  of  the  Union  are 
confined  to  those  great  matters  of  the  Confederacy 
which  could  not  be  effected  by  a  singleState.  We 
shotUd,  therefore,  confine  ourselves  to  those  ob- 
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far»  ttf  ibe  C<MiMerMy,that  we  roa^  not  wnkea 
M  \nmkk  of  ihe  Uaioii  by  a  usorpatioo  of  power 
mo(  ftwa  to  us  by  iha  Confederatidn— a  anion 
MOM  io  tta  orifiBy  eemeirled  by  tbe.sofferin^ 
of  ibo  Slates,  stfengthened  by  habit  and  affec- 
tioo,aa4  sacred  in  iu  objects  of  common  security 
apiast  external  danger  and  intertial  commotion. 
TMArticlesof  Confedefation  beine  the  first  irrit- 
ata  bond  of  anion,  let  us  examine  the  system  and 
^at  QOt  its  defects,  that  we  may  more  easily  see 
why  tftic  Articles  of  Confederation  wereaband6ned 
fcr  tbe  present  Federal  Constitoiion.  The  Arli- 
«Ws  of  Confederation  gare  to  the  old  Congress  the 
■owefs  enamerated  in  the  present  Constitution. 
The  objects  of  both  instruments  were  the  same, 
llie  powers  principally  the  same,  but  different  in 
the  execution  of  those  powers.  Tbe  powers  bf 
oonfederation  were  Federal  in  extent,  and  Fed- 
ora! in  their  operation.  The  resolves  of  Congress 
thereforCf  under  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  had 
no  other  force  than  recommendations  to  the  difibr- 
eat  Slates.  It  men  were  wanting,  the  States 
were  required  to  furnish' their  quotas.  K  Con- 
gress wanted  money  for  the  great  objects  of  union 
taey  could  lay  and  collect  no  tax ;  they  could 
only  recommend  tbe  States  severiilly  to  furnish 
tha  requisition.  But  Congress  bad  no  power  lo 
force  the  States  to  a  compliance.  And  the  States 
eould,  as  many  of  them  did.  refuse  to  furnish  the 
requisitipn  of  tnen.and  inoiiey  demanded  by  Com-* 

fress.  Thus  the  powers  of  the  United  States  were 
ederal  in  extent  and  Federal  in  their  operation. 
The  old  Congress  had  no  Judiciary — because  that 
would  hare  been  unnecessary,  as  their  resolves 
could  not  be  enforced  upon  the  States  in^  their 
aovereign  capacity/ or  upon  the  property  or  per* 
aons  of  individuals.  In  this  state  of  things,  when 
commerce  languished,  when  under  British  influ- 
ence, we  were  ei»gaged  in  a  blbody  Indian  war; 
and  our  ports  and  frontiers  in  British  possession, 
and  the  States  refusing  to  furnish  men  and  money 
and  comply  in  all  things  with  the  resolves  of  Con- 
fess, ahhoogh  under  Constitutional  obligation, 
to  do  so ;  It  was  agreed  by  all  that  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  wanted  revision  and  andendment; 
the  .States  sent  their  de]>uties  for  the  purpose  of 
formine  a  more  perfect  instrument  of  union  be- 
tween the  States.  This  was  a  great  and  a  delicate 
trust. 

Thus  the  present  Constitution  originated  from 
tbe  defects  of  the  Confederatien-^embractng  the 
same  great  objects  of  common  security  %  and  the 
powers  of  both  instruments  are  limited  and  Fed- 
eral, In  fact  they  are  both  a  grant  of  specified 
powers,  and  powers  not  granted  to  Congress  are 
reserTed  to  the  States  or  to  the  people.  We  dis- 
cover the  same  objects. and  powers  in  the  two 
instruments  of  union ;  differing  in  their  opera- 
tion upon  the  States  and  the  people.  Congress 
has  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  and  to 
operate  upon  the  person  and  property  of  every 
individual  in  tbe  United  States  and  with  that 
Tiew  Federal,  Judicial,  and  Executive  branches 
were  established  by  the  present  Constitution,  to 
carry  the  laws  into  effect,  and  to  appoint  officers 
to  collect  the  rereaue.  .  Congress  has  a  right  to 


raise  an  army  from  the  body  of  the  fieople,  aai 

to  forc^  a  draught  if  necessary.  Whereas  the  old 
Congress,  under  the  Confederation,  bad  the  same 
right  to  require  men  and  money  for  tbeolviecuof 
the  confederacy  )  but  these  requfsitionK  operated 
only  as  recommendations  to  tlie  Stotea.  Prem 
this  statement  we  plainly  discover  ihe  great  and 
only  radical  differience  between  theConted^ratioa 
and  the  present  Constitution.  The  powers  now 
exercised  by  Congress  can  be  enforced  upon  tbe 
persons  and  property-  of  the  people.  This  opera- 
tion,^and  carrying  into  effect,  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress, is  the  national  and  consolidating  priaciple 
of  the  Constitution. 

Although  experience  had  proven  ifae  want  of 
power  in  Congress  tb  carry  into  effect  the  legiti- 
noate  objects  of  the  Confederation,  this  najtioaai 
or  coosoHdattng  principle  in  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution was  a  subject  of  alarm  and  soUcitode  to  the 
friends  of  liberty.  This  principle  was  the  fruit- 
ful source  of  the  inost  obstinate  and  rational  ob- 
jections to  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion; and  it  was  with  vast  difficulty  thiK  the 
States  adopted  it.  In  fact,  it  was  adopted  under 
a  couTiction  and  promise  that  amendments  woali 
be  madCj  which  would  leave  nothing  to  doobt  or 
implication-*and  important  amendments  were 
ingrafted  accordingly  into  the  Gonstitution,  all 
tending  to  demonstrate  that  #.e  were  to  assume 
no  nower  by  imrplication,  but  confine  oonefres 
to  the  letter  of  the  Constitution. 

To  prove  that  the  Constitution  should  be  thus 
construed,  I  need  only  advert  lothe  eighth  aecttoa 
of  tbe  first  article,  in  which  the  powers  granted 
to  Congress  artf  specifically  eauraerated.  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  to  borrow  money,  to  regulate  com- 
mercci  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  nataraliza- 
tion,  to  coin  money,  to  constitute  coiorts  of  jus- 
tice ;  declare  war,  raise  armies,  to  call  forth  tbe 
militia,  dbc.  And  to  the  tenth  section  of  the 
same  article,  where  oertaia  powers  are  pr<^tb> 
iced  to  the  States,  which  Juid  been  previously 
▼ested  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales,  viz: 
no  State  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance  or 
confederation,  nor  grant  letters  of  oaarqoe  and 
reprisal,  coin  money,  eiait  bills  or  credit,  or  graat 
any  title  of  nobility,  nor  lay  imposts  or  duties  oa 
imports  or  exports,  or  lay  duties  on  tonnage,  keep 
troops  or  ships  of  war  in  time  of  peace,  or  engage 
in  war  unless  actually  inTaded,or'insuch  danger 
as  will  not  admit  of  delav,  dtc. — and  the  ninth 
amendment  in*  these  wordsc  *<  The  ennmeratiea 
in  the  Constitution  of  certain  rights,  shall  not  be 
construed  to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained 
by  the  people ;"  which  aiaendment  referred  lo  the 
prohibitions  to  be  found  in  the  ninth  section  of 
the  first  article,  and  others  of  the  same  kind,  viz: 
"  The  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  beso^pend- 
'  ed  unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  ioTasion, 
'  the  public  safety  may  require  it.  No  Bill  of 
'  attainder  or  ex  fo$t  facto  law  to  be  passed.  No 
*  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported 
'  from  any  State.  No  money  shall  be  drawa 
'  from  the  pij^lic  Treasury  except  in  cases  of  ap- 
'  propriation  4)y  law.  No  title  of  nobility  shall 
'  be  granted,"  4c.  And  mare  especially  the  teaik 
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aoMiMiaieiitf  tiz  :  "^  The  powers  n6t  delegated  to 

*  the  United  States  bjr  the  CoostitattoD,  oor  pro* 
'  hibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  revived  to  the 

*  States,  respectiTely*  or  to  the  people." 

Tbe  parts  of  the  Ooastiiatraa  reeited  prove  the 
pcsition  taken,  that  tbe  CoDstUiitioii  is  a  grant  of 
specified  powers ;  tb^t  we  can  exercise  no  power 
not  expressly  delegated  to  as  by  this  instroiaeat ; 
that  our  orbit  19  circomseribed  by  the  graots  of 
the  Coostitotioft,  and  w«  shoold  beeareral  not  to 
usurp  aatbority  not  given  to  us.  The^exereise  of 
authority  not  delegated,  but  reserved  to  the  States 
or  to  tbe  people,  is  the  very  essence  of  consolida- 
tion, which,  if  enforced  by  tbe  United  Statte, 
would  lead  to  mooarohy  or  a  despotism.  If  not 
enforced^  it  would  convulse  the  whole  nation, 
and  we  should  see  the  people  qnUting  their  daily 
avocations^  the  farmer  bis  plough ;  tbe.raecbanic 
his  shop,  to  remonstrate  agauwt  a  lyra&nical  exer- 
cise of  power.  This  we  have  seen  on  former  oe- 
casiotis,  not  less  metDorable  than  this,  arising 
from  the  same  doctrine  oftimplication.and  arising 
from  the  acts  of  the  very  samie  set  01  men. 

The  harmony  of  the  States  should  not  be  dis* 
turbed.  .  It  should  not  be  agitated  by  the  breath, 
of  dtscoDietit.    Its  value  is  more  precious  than 
gold  or  silva.    The  spirit  of  onion  should  be 
cherished  by  us  all  io  words  and  in  actions.    Noth- 
ing will  produce  more  happy  effects  than-  keep- 
ing in  the  putbof  our  rightful  powers;  other- 
wise you  generate  the  iQOst  angry  passions  of  the 
fwople  s  you  start  up  the  most  malignant  invec- 
tive»-->order  will  be  disturbed  and  tranquillity 
will  be  interrupted.    To  produce  these  unfortu- 
nate effects,  oothing  can  contribute  more  thnn  to. 
disregard  the  enumerated  powers  iii^  the  Cbnsii- 
tutioot  uAd  exercise  tyntnnical  powers  by  impli- 
cation or  under  some  general  phrases,  such  «s  the 
**  general. Welfare;"  expressions  which  pontain  no 
grant  of  power^  hot  limited  and  explained  by  enu- 
merated authorities ;  by  which  oonstruetion  tbe 
power  of  Googress  would  be  arbitrary  and  un- 
limited, as  Congress  would  Uke.upon  themselves 
to  judge  what  measures  would  propiote  this  gen- 
eral welfare.^    I  wish  on  this  oc<;asioa  to  do  jus- 
tice to  the  people  of  Kentucky,  by  asserting  thetr 
inviolable  atiachment  to  the  Union,  more  espe> 
cially  since  in  this,  House  its  sacredaess  has  been 
profaned  in  a  manner  not  to  be  forgotten.  'If  the 
people  of  the  West  and  beyond  the  mountains 
have  any  political  idol,  it  is  the  union  of  the'States. 
As  the  JSible  and  New  Testament  are  dear  to 
every  Christian  and  true  believer,  as  tbe  basis  of 
his  happiness  here  and  the  foundation  orhis  fu- 
ture hopes,  so  the  Union  of  the  States  in  a  po- 
litical point,  of  view  is  considered  by  the  people 
as  the  surest  pledge  for  the  blessing  of  liberty  and 
the  security  we  enjoy,  and  the  ark  of-  our  future 
hopes  and  safety.  .  Their  uaioa  is  never  profaned 
by  conversations  or  speculations  about  distaoion. 
Vou  never  bear  disunion  mentioned  in  -private 
circles,  much  less  in  public  bodies.    A  professor 
of  relisioa  to  deny  the  existence  of  an  ove^ruling 
Provideace,  would  liot  be  more  disgraced  in  the 
estimation  of  the  real  Christian,  than  a  statesman 
would  be  disgraeedt  politically,  by  even  doubting, 


the  advantages  of  the  oiiion  of  tbe  Stales.  Tbe 
^ord  disunion,  as  apptted  to  the  States,  would 
produce  a  heart-rending  panf^  in  the  bosom  of  a 
Western  patriot,  and  I  hope  it  would  tbrougboul 
the  flfeventeen  United  States  and  their  territories. 
The  people  are  Republican^  and  ^hey  abhor  all 
measures  of  a  monarchical  tendency.  They  kpow 
the  United  States  have  been  governed  alternately 
by  the  two  great  political  parties  in  this  country. 
They  have  a  regard .  for  end  a  confidence  in  the 
Hepobltcan  party— -this  regard  is  not  confined  to 
the  Western  States^  but  extended  to  every  part  of 
the  United  States.  They  believe  that  truth  and 
f  qual  justice  will  prevail,  where  the  opportunity 
is  equal,  and  where  tbe  people  do  exercise  the 
power  oi  sovereignty.  The  people  represent,  and 
in  fact,  the  whole  of  the  States  have  confidence 
in  every  part  of  the  United  States.  As  a  people 
they  cherish  and  harbor  no  jealousy  about  large 
and  small  Slates,  of  commercial  monopolies,  ^Uu 
Nor  are  |bey  thus  attached  to  the  Union  from  sel^ 
fish  and  interested  motives — no,  sir.  their  attach- 
ment to  tbe  Union  arises  from  a  noole  and  gene* 
rous  affection,  a  magnanimous  and  disinterested 
display  of  patriotism,  and  love  of  independence. 
We  have  given  many  proofs  of  this.  At  a  time 
when  this  people  were  agitated  and  alarmed  at 
the  prospect  0/  havina  some  of  their  most  essen* 
tial  rtffbts  interrupted,  and  when  they  declared 
their  aetermina|i9»  to  support  those  rights,  the 
gold  and  silver  of  Spain,  in  the  bands  of  Spanish 
emisaaries,  could  not  alienate  the  affections  of 
this  people,  with  all  the  influence  of  arch  intrigw 
ners ;  and  the  treason  of  Aaron  Burr  had  as  little 
effect  upon  the  minds  Of  this  virtoous  and  happy 
people.  Aay  other  attempt  would  be  as  vain, 
however  well  matured.  I  feel  the  coosohitioa 
which  arises  (rota  a  ktipwiedge  that  I  represent 
in  part  such  a  people,  whose  affectioils  cannot  be 
estranged  from  tbe  great  American  Armily  by 
promises  of  future  greatness,  tbe  hopes  of  golden 
harvests,  or  th^  expectations  of  governing  pra>- 
viaees  with  the  silver  i»lnes  of  Mexico.  With 
these  saatiments,  I  am  now  to  examine  for  Che 
particular  parts  of  the  Constitution  and  the  afgi^ 
ments  which  have  been  advanced  to  j«istify  this 
measure.  It  is  not  contended  by  any  that  the 
power  of  incorporation  is  an  express  power  riven 
by  the  Constitution  to  the  Congress  of  the  Udtted 
States  beyond  this  ten  miles,ovet  which  Congress 
has  exeinsive  legislation.  If  then  this  power  is 
not  expressly  given,  I  might  here  stop  and  deny 
the  right  to  exercise  it.  So  far  from  nnding  an j 
express  clause  in  the  Constitution  giving  this 
power,  the  word  corporation  or  bank  cantiot  be 
found  in  any  psrt  of  thirinstrumentof  oor  Union. 
We  have  seen  the  exercise  of  great  abilities, 
and  we  have  been  entertained  with  great  research 
by  those  who  advocate  tbe  renetral  of  this  charter. 
But  unfortunately  these  gentlemen  cannot  agree 
among  themselves.  Is  this  not  the  strongest 
proof  that  thd  power  to  incorporate  this  banx  is 
not  given  by  the  CfonstitoCion,  and  does  it  not 
demonstrate  the  danger  of  constructive  powers? 
One  has  contended  inat  this  power  was  included 
in  some  of  the  specified  powers  j  another  has  coa- 
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tended  that '  tbjs  power  is  ^iTeo  by  implieatioit ; 
and  a  third  cootendf:*  that  it  is  an  iostruineDC^l 
power  given  to  carry  some  specified  power  iato 
operation.    This  is.  not  aii>  the  «d rotates  caiH 
not  a^ree  upon,  the  specified  power  in  the  Con- 
fititution  out  of  wbieh  this  power  or  meaas  arises. 
One  has  contended  thai  the  power  to  lay  and  col- 
ieot  taxes  gives  this  power  as  a  means  to  execute 
the  specified  power,  and  to  support  this  position 
it  has  been  contended  that  this  National  Bank  is 
necessary  ilnd  proper  as  a  means  to  lay  and  col- 
lect taxee,  duties,  dbc.    To  strengthen  this  con* 
atruelion,  that  part  of  the  8th  section  of  the  first 
article,  which  -savs,  that  "Congress  shall  have 
*  power  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary 
'  and  proper  for  carryinsr  into  execulioo  the  fore- 
^  going  powers,"  d^c.^  has  heen  resorted  to;  an- 
other has  said  that  this  instrumental  power  grows 
out  of  the  express  power  to  borrow  money— And 
a  third  that  this  power  was  incident  Co  the  power 
to  regulate  commerce,  and  in  fact  these  three 
great  objects  are  embraced  by  the  preamble  of 
the  bill  which  passed 'in  1791,  which  incorporated 
this  moneyed  aristocracy  and  erected  this  pri?il- 
^gfed  order  of  men.  With  respeci  to  cbedeclaration 
in  the  Constitution,  that  Congress  ipay  make  all 
laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  the  express 
powers  into  effect,  I  shoujd  stale  (bat the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  intended  by  this  declaration 
to  prevent  the  doctrine  of  implication,  and  to 
leave  nothing  t<r doubt.  It  was  introduced  through 
abundant  caution  against  the  stride  of  usurpa- 
tion, and  it  should  be  the  last  clause  to  which  he 
should  advert,  upon  which  to  build  the  doctrine. 
of  unlimited  means  to  carry  the  express  powers ' 
of  the  Constitution  into  effect.    If  our  means  are 
unlimited,  our*  powers  need  not  be  defined,  be- 
cause one  as  much  as  the  other  is  a  destruction 
of  our  freedom  and  independence.    I  shall  con- 
tend that  the  means  by  which  we  are  to  carry 
into  effect  any  express  authority  should  be  adapted 
to  th<9  end  in  view;  that  it  should  not  em<brace 
other  objects  not  contemplated  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, although  it  may  .be  made  instrumental  in 
carrying  into  effect  a  specified  authority.    Under 
this  cloak  we  might  conceal  our  usurpation  of 
power.  I 

I  will  ask  if  this  National  Bank  is  necessary 
knd  proper  as  a  means  to.  carry  into  effect  the 
'  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties  on  imports, 
dcc<,  to  borrow  money,  or  to  regulate  commerce  ? 
If  necessary  and  proper,  is  this  bank  confined  to 
any  one  of  these  objects  exclusively,  or  to  all  col- 
lectively, or  does  it  embrace  a  vast  variety  of 
other  objects,  which  are  the  primary  ones,  in  fact, 
of  this  institutiooj  and  only  embracing  these  pow- 
ers in  the  Constitution  in ctden tally,  and  as  sec- 
ondary considerations?  Sir,  it  will  be  difficult 
to  convince  the  people  that  it  is  necessary,  in  the 
language  of  the  Constitution,  to  create  a  moneyed 
aristocracy,  and  a  privileged  order  of  men,  extend- 
ing its  branches,  its  influence,  and  its  strength, 
into  the  interior  of  every  State,  to  collect  taxesj 
to  borrow  money,  or  to  regulate  commerce.  The 
primary  object  of  this  incorporation  was,  to  pro- 
mote usurpation  of  power,  to  support  the  danger- 


* 

ous  d^ielfine  of  implicatioB,  and  to  amais  vealth 
from  the  labor  of  the  people,  and  not  for  tbeex- 
elusive  olject  of  carrying  into  effe^  aoy express 
authority  in  the  Constitution.  Thus,  it  b  eri- 
dent  that  this  moneyed  aristocracy,  embncing 
such  a  vast  variety  of  objects  no  ways  conoeete^ 
with  the  execution  of  any  specific  grant  of  power, 
departs  from  the  letter  and  meaning  of  that  put 
of  the^  Constitution  which  gives  the  power  to 
carry  into  effect  the  specified  powers  of  the  Coo* 
stitution.  Bnt  now,  let  us  inquire  what  is  the 
necessary  means  to  lay  and  coUect  taxes.  If  a 
bank  was  not  intended,  I  will  take  duti«s  opoa 
imports,  «s  in  that  way,  we  eolleet  oor  rerenoc 
First,  a  law  must  pass  designating  the  aniele 
upon  which  a  duty  shyil  be  laid,  tie  amoootof 
th4t  duty,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  shall  be 
paid,  either  upon  the  delivery  of  the  goods,  or 
upon  a  credit,  by  giving  bond  with  security ;  aad 
lastf  to  appoint  collectors  of  the  revenue,  aod 
other  officers,'  to  collect  and  receive  (bis  rcf- 
enue,  for  the  United  States,  with  anthority  to 
bring  suit  upon  failure  of  payment.  This  in 
necessary  exercise  of  the  power  to  Wf  aod  col- 
lect taxes,  dbc.  And  where  is  the  statesmao  «k« 
has  denied  the  power  as  unconstiiotiooal  ?  Here 
thete  means  are  confined  to  the  object  to  riev, 
the  collection  of  the  revenue;  and  certaioif , the 
United  States  have  power  sufficient  for  all  tae 
objects  of  the  confederacy,  as  in  the  eiereise  of 
all  the  specific  granto  of  authority,  CdafTessmay 
operate  upon  the  persons  and  property  of  the  iodi- 
vidualsor  the  Stales  t&  enforce  that  aathority . 

It  is  no  argument  with  me^hatwe  sreisprafi- 
perity  and  health,  and  such  an  iqstitntion  will  not 
be  dangerous.  No,  sir,  establish  a  precedeiit  in 
the  day  of  prosperity  nnd  it  will  come  opop  joe 
in  the  hour  of  adversity.  This  same  doctrioeot 
our;  being  unlimited  in  t>ur  means  of  carryiag 
into  efiect  the  grant  of  powers  in' the  Coostito- 
tion  .has  already  endangered  the  liberty  of  (bis 
nation.  If  the  doctrine  contended  for  oa  tbis  oc- 
casion be  correct,  and  carried  into  full  force,  Cos- 
gress  would  be  as  omtitpotent  as  the  ParliaineBt 
of  Qreat  firitaia^  the  Constitution  would  oo 
longer  restrain  us,  and  the  independence  of  the 
^nation  would  depend  upon  th«  caprice  of  Con- 
gress. Our  Constitution  would  be  Ifke  the  boasted 
Constitution  of  Englishmen.  And  what  is  that 
Constitution  ?  Sir,  it  is  not  lettered  or  defined 
like  ours;  It  may  be  changed  by  Parliaipeot  as 
the  Crown  oarty  or  the  people  shall  prevail,  j^- 
The  gre^t  charter  of  liberty  obtained  from  ^^ 
John,  violently,  and  in  duress,  deelsriog  vut 
should  be  considered  the  fundamental  Uvs  o( 
England;  2d.  A  statute  in  confirmation  of  tbe 
great  charter,  making  provisions  to  read  the  rtmc 
to  the  people  in  their  churches  and  public  pl»^ 
semt-annualljr ;  3.  A  number  of  statutes  caHeii 
the.  conforming  statutes,  from  the  rei^nof^ 
ward  I.  to  that  of  Henry  IV.  >  4th.  The  ?tim 
of  Rights,  a  declaration  by  Parliament  of  toe 
liberties  of  Englishmen^  extorted  from  ^^^^^^ 
before  the  rupture  with  his  Parliament;  wj. 
The  Habeas  Corpus  act  in  the  reigo  of  Cbarlfs 
II.  $  6ih.  The  Bill  of  Rights,  and  Deeiartii<»^^ 
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the  Lords  mud  Goamnms  of  England  io  1688; 
7tb.  The  Act  of  SettleineDt  at  the  eoaimeiice* 
meot  of  tbe  eighteeoth  century,^  eodeavoriDg  to 
secure  the  EogHsh  sublet  in  his  personal  liberty, 
security,  and.  prosDenty.'  The^e,  and  the  like 
Parliamentary  deciaratioof  and  statutory  pro- 
visioos,  constitute  the  Constitution  of  England, 
which  the  same  Parliament  has  a  rightto  alter 
or  aiwtisb.  I  nerer  wish  to  see  Congress  in- 
vested with  a  power  to  change  tbe  Conslitniioo, 
saocuoned  by  tbe  people  in  their  highest  sov- 
ereign capacity..  The  Constitntion-  has  vested 
as  with  power  enough,  and  if  we  want  more, 
amend  tbe  Constitution  in  a  Constitutional  way, 
and  not  tyrannically  (^zereiae  power  never  dele- 
gated to  this  body.^  The  gropjnd  on  which-  we 
stand  is  delicate,  and  the  duty  we  owe  the  people 
should  teach  iia  caution,  more  especially  when 
we  see  men  in  power  top  apt  to  grasp  at  mqre, 
and  ezercise  it  oppressively.  We  should  never 
forget  that  all  power  flows  from  tbe  people^  thay 
are  sovereign — I  hope  they  will  ever  remain  sov* 
ereign  in  this  country*  Our  safety  is  a^iih  them. 
They  ace  unambitious,  they  are  virtuous,  and 
have  no  jtensptation  to  overturn  those  liberties 
which  they  themselves  enjpy.^  But  this  meaaure 
is  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  in  another  re- 
spect, by  iaterfering  with  State  rights.  This  cor- 
poration can  send  a  branch  bank  to  any  part  oi* 
tbe  United*  States  without  consulting  the  States 
or  the  citizens  of  the  States.  Suppose,  ^r,  they 
should  send  oa^  of  these  branches  to  Frankfort^ 
Slentncky,  with  a,  great  capital,  and-  under  the 
sanction  of  the  Qeneral  Government,  would  it 
not  lessen  tbe  profits  artsiag.  to  the  State,  and  to 
the  people  of  the  State  from  the  State  bank  of 
KeotocKy,  as  established  by  the  laws  of  that 
Slate  1  I  presume  it  would.  It  would  conuaot 
very  mocb  the  circulation  of  the  State  bank  notes, 
and  would,  in  many  other  respects,  cofne  in  col- 
lision wiib  State  rights.  Every  State  has  a  right 
to  regulate  its  own  moneyed  conderns;-  to  ineorr 
porate  banks,  or  not,  as  interest  or  inclination 
may  dictate.  But  in  the  ^eal  of  some  gentlemen 
to  continue  this  moneyed  aristocracy  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  twenty  years. to  come,  they  have 
denied  the  right  of  the  States  to  iacOTporate 
banks,  and  that  <?ongress  alone  has  the  power. 
This  doctrine  is  new  to  me.  When  Mr.  Madi- 
son, and  other  patriotic  statesmen, ,  denounced 
Ibis  measure  as  uocolistitutional,  in.  1791,  it  was 
not  contended  that  tbe  States  had  no  right.  It 
was  admitted  by  tbe  lovers  of  implication  that 
there  was  a  concurrent  right*  Thus  we  behold 
the  progress  of  opinion  to  support  a  favorite 
measure. 

If  this  bill  passes,  and  tbe  States  have  no  right 
to  incorporate  baiiks,  I  suppose  the  State  banhs 
throughout  tbe  United  States  most  be  put  down^ 
or  burned  up,  to  give  way  to  this  great  engine  of 
foreign  influence.  *^The  States  shall  not  emit 
bills  of  credit."  ^his  is  the  prohibition  relied 
on  to  take  the  right  of  incorporation  from  the 
States.  Bills  of  credit  is  another  phrase  for 
paper  money.  The  Slates  shall  not  issue  paper 
money  and  make  it  a  legal  tender.    The  men  of 


the  Revolutioa  knew  this.    The  great  calamity 
which  iodividoals^suflered  by  tlie  paper  money 
demonstrated    the  necessity.'   But   no  man.  is 
obliged  to  lake  the  bank  notes  of  a  State  bank 
for^he  payment  of  a  debt^  or  in  common  transac- 
tions*   It  19  at  his  option,  and  the  moment  you' 
get  a>bank  note,  yon  may  present  it  to  the  bank 
and  demand  year  money.    Not  so  with  hilts  of 
credit,  or  paper  money,  issued  and  made  sueh  by 
the  State.  .  It  would  be  extremely  difficult,  I  pre- 
sume, for  any  aentlenMin  to  convince  the  Siatea 
by  argument  that  they  bad  no  right  to  incorpo- 
rate banks,  and  it  would  be  equally  difficult  to 
force  tbe  Stales  I o  destroy  their  local  banks  for 
ike  United  Suites^  Bank,  owned  principally  by 
foreigners.    Not  only  the  bank  in  its  moneyed 
operations  would  interfere  with  State  rights  bat 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  bank,  as  hereto- 
fore established  by  Congress,  have  ihteriered  with 
tbe  laws  of  the  several  States  in  tlieir  municipal 
regulations,  as  to  the  tenure  of  property  and  the 
liability  of  the  corporation  to  pay  their  debts. 
.  Mr^  Speaker,  I  ha ve  said  as  much  as  I  concetv« 
it  ny.duiy  upon  the  unooastimtionaliiy  of  the 
bank  charter.    I  am  to  ask  your  indulgence  while 
1  endeavor  to  prove  its  iaeipedtency  and  its  dan- 
gerous tendency  to  tbe  freedom  of  this  nation. 
In  the  hand  ot  a  privkte  citizen  Jff«ahb  will  at 
aU  times  have  its  influence,  and  may  attach  to 
him  an  importance   beyond  his  merits.     But 
this  infloence  is  not  ¥0  dangerous  as  to  induce 
a  government  to  interpose  and  limit  the  honest 
accumulation  of  property  by.an^  citizen.    And 
thougb  this  wealth  may  have  its  iaflttence,*  ii 
b  always  limited.    It  may  freqaeotly  be  in  the 
hands  of  a  benevolent  man,  and  if  not  of  this 
character,  this  vas«t  wealth  seldom  survives  tha 
deatb.of  the  individual  proprietor.     lu  is  eitbet 
divided  among  numerous  relations,  or  squandered 
by  bis  heir.    But. not  so  with. a  body  corporate, 
extended  throughout  this  vast  empire,^  possessed  of 
ar  capital  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and  extending 
their  credit  aod  accommodations  to  double  that 
sum^  notwithstanding  their  limit  ..to  ten  millions* 
It  is  stated  by  ah  advocate  for -this  bank  that  the 
stockholders  cotnmenced   their  discounts  with 
about  9^25,000,  and  that  upon  this  suBi  they  dis- 
coanted  to  the  amount  of  $6,000;000  the  first  ten 
months  after  it  went  into  operattoo.    To  divide 
this  ten  millions  or  twenty  millions  of  capital  ill 
loeal  or  State  banks,  no  serious  danger  could  be 
apprehended,  because  the  stockholders  of  one  in-* 
stitution  would  be  strangers  to  all  tbe  other  stock-* 
holders;  so  of  tbe  directors  of. the  difierent  local 
institutions,  and  coiisequenjily  there  could  be  no 
combination  between  tbe  difierent  banks.    But  it 
is  otherwise, and  the  danger  is  imminent  when  you 
by  act  of  the  Qeneral  Goverament  give  unity  of 
action,  unity  of  will,  and  unity  of  strength  to  a 
moneyed  aristocracy,  vested  with  a  capital  often 
niillions  of  dollars,  with  power  to  increase  their 
accommodations  to  twenty  millions,  and  to  send 
their  branch  banks  into  tbe  bosom  of  every  State 
and  Territory.    This  is  not  allryour  revenue 
bonds  to  tbe  amount  of  millions  are  deposited 
with  this  bank  for  collection,  and  the  public 
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niottey  deposited  in  thiiB  bfriik  to  the  amooiit  of 
millions  for  safe-keeping.  And  their  notes  mede 
payable  to  the  United  States  the  same  as  gold 
and  silver.  Sir,  is  there  no  danger  in  sneh  a 
monster,  fostered  hj  the  General  Government, 
and  possesring  so  many  advantages  by  the  laws 
of  Congress?  Siich  a  b^nk  in  its  beginning  wonld 
eon  fine  its  engagements  to  tiie  means  of  payment, 
bat  as  their  credit  increases,  they  engage  beyond 
their  means,  their  vanlts  lire  empty,  and  the  in- 
stHution  relies  upon  its  great  ereait  and  exclusive 
privileges.  Thus  the  diaraeter  of  the  bank  is 
changedr  and  it  becomes  a  system  of  speculation 
and  a  political  engine  to  destroy  virtoons  indi- 
vidoals,  or  mo^ld  the  Government  to  its  no- 
tions. 

I  have  no  knowledge  nsyself  about  the  political 
workings  of  tins  United  8t»tes^  Bank.  Bar  if  I 
were  to  believe  the  dedarat leas'  of  members  on 
.  Ikis  floor,  and  complaints  from  every  part  of  this 
continent,  I  mast  think  that  this  institatipn  heni 
not  been  silint  and  indifferent  spectators  to  the 
reform  of  the  Adminntration  to  Republican  prin- 
4iple8-^bat  they  have  endeavored  to  support  that 
party  who  gave  them  a  chartef.  I  do  dot,  how- 
ever, introduce  this  as  a  conclusive' argtiiAent 
against  this  bank.  No,  sir,  I  would  equally  eb- 
j^t  to  it  in  the  hands  of  Republicans.  It  would 
still  be  a  moneyed  aristocracy,  too  vast  add  too 
-powerful  not  to  be  dangerous  to  the  freedom  of 
the  United  States.  But,  without  these  declara- 
tions of  political  infloehee  exercised  by  rh6  stock- 
holders and  direett|rst)f  these  banks,  our  own  rea- 
son would  teach,  us  to  believe  all  we  have  heard  of 
the  oppression  and  partiality  of  this  bank.  It  is 
composed  of  individuals's  these  individuals  have 
their  passion 8)  their  feeling,  their  prejudices,  their 
partialities  and  their  politics,  and  they  wiil  act  ac- 
cordingly. Self-preservalfon  will  always  induce 
them  to  support  »nd*keep  in  power 'the  pArty  who 
will  be  most  friendly  to  moneyed  aristberacies  and 
their  own  institution.  The  influence  of  this  bank 
Iff  palpable  and  notorious.  We  haVe  the  evidence 
from  the  long  roll  of  petitioners  now  imploring 
Congress  to  renew  the  charter.  If  in  twenty 
yfars  this  bank  is  to  be  tlye  idol  of  some  and  the 
alarm  of  others — if  the  solvency  of  so  many  in- 
^viduals  depend  on  it-<*-if  ruin  and  devastation 
will  in  the  event  of  its  diesolotion  spread  wide  io 
the  country— then,  sir,  it  will  only  require  twenty 
years  more  to  make  it  stronger  than  the  Govern- 
menr»  To  induce  us  to  vote  for  this  institution, 
we  hnve  been  persuaded,  flatteredj  alarmed,  pe- 
titioned) and  threatened,  and  we  l^ave  been  amused 
with  the  rise  and  history  of  the  banking  system. 
It  originated  in  Italy,  it  has  travelled  through 
Surope.  crossed  the  British  channel  to  Ghreat 
Britain,'  and  lastly,  it  crossed  the  wide  Atlantic 
to  America.  And  much  has  been  said  of  the 
utility  of  those  iostitutions.  Without  dwelling 
•pon  the  utility  of  banks  at  present,  I  eonid  only 
admit  th'em  as  a  necessary  evil,  and  not  dangerous, 
if  left  to  the  control  of  our  State  Governments. 
But  the  history  of  those  banks  which  have  been 
quoted,  will  furnish  no  argument*  in  favor  of  a 
Nailooal  Bank.    We  wish  oo  political  engine  of 


a  moneyed  aHstooraey.  We  wiak  to  rtet  npon  tbt 
virtue  and  will  of  the  people.' 

'  It  has  been  stated  that  Georgia  is  Repobb'eao^ 
notwithstandiog  this  monstrous  machine  hai  ex- 
tended a  branch  bank  to  this  State-^nd  it  *» 
stated  that  Connecticut  is  Federal,  and  has  bo 
branch  bank  of  the  United  States.  This  does 
not  prove  that  the  bank  is  not  a  dangerous  esgine 
against  the  liberties  of  the  people;  but' it  prora 
that  the  people  of  Gkorgia  withstood' this  dsoger* 
due  influence '  and .  deserve  m  ore  credit,  it  is  i 
proof  of  the  virtue  of  that  people.  -  If  ibis  insti- 
totipn  is  so  necessary  and  beneficial,  why  do  not 
tho  Repriisentatives  of  Ckorgta,  who  hare  beet 
blessed  with  this  institution,  come  forward  and 
advocate  a  rene#al  of  the  charter?  Bat  yoo  §od 
the  respectable  members  of  Georgia  oppoAiog  a 
continuance  of  this  evillo  every  form.  Is  fact 
the  Stete  of  Georgia  taxed  (he  paper  of  this^biol;, 
and  the  Stale. was  <letermined  hj  tSzatioo  or 
legislative  prohibition  to  drive  this  circalaiitf 
medium  from  theiv  territory.  But  coDsiderationt 
of  wisdom  induced  a  postponement  of  this  drte^ 
mination  until  it  should  be  seen  whether  tlie 
charter  would  again  be  renewed  in  violatioa  of 
the  Constitution,  and  ttt  defiance  of  our  liberties. 
My  colleague  (Mr.  McKee,). whose  opioioos  I 
had' been  in  the  habit  of  considering  as  oif  ova 
until  this  unfortunate  question  which  dirida  w 
has  stated  tliat  in  his  opinion  the  dissolaiiso  ot 
this  institottott  #ould  be  felt  by  the  eitiiessof 
the  Western  country,  and  that  our  surplos  bemp 
wouM  not  command  as  good  a  price.  Idiler  ia 
opinion  from  my  colleague  if  he  suppose  tkc 
Western  country  will  feel  any  great  pressaw 
from  the  dissolutron  of  this  batik.  I  grant  the 
neople  of  Keatuckey  may  not  be  entirely  eiaopt 
iVom  some  inconvenience ' common  oa  saeliia 
event.  But  our  produce  willfkil  from  other  rerf 
diflerent  causes.  Interruptions  in  commerce, stag* 
matlon  ib  trade,  bankruptcies  throughout  tbeeoo* 
mercial  part  of  the  United  States,  arising  fn>a 
the  bankrupteies  in  Bagland,  which  hsre  oecir 
sioned  the  return  of  many  bills  from  SoglaDd  pre- 
tested. These  are  the  causes  which  prodaee dis- 
tress, and  wiH' continue  .to  produce  it  until  we «« 
a  people  less  dependent  onroreign  commerce.  M 

believing  as  I  do  on  this  subject— viewing  «h«^ 
fects  of  this  greatpolitical  moneyed  institution  via 

abhorrence,  I  would  not  vote  for  it,  let  the  tesh 
porary  distress  be  what  it  may.  I  would  ratberxe 
the  present  crop  of  hemp  brought  to  one  deposite, 
which  would  make  a  bulk  larger  than  this  Capitol) 
and  consumed  with  a  lighted  torch  and  avcesdto 
the  heaven  in  smoke  as  a  bonfire  rsther  tMi 
vote  for  the  passage  of  this  law — and  sir,  ^^^J^ 
pie,  I  represent  would  justify  my  vote.  Thef 
would  bear  the  loss  without  a  murmsr;  tbef 
would  act  the  part  of  freemen  worthy  of  '^ 
dom;  they  would  magnanimously  ^  bear  the  ci- 
lamiiy  without  complaint  if  their  patriotism  re- 
quired the  sacrifice.  They  are  a  most  wortftf 
people.  A  virtuous  people,  an  enligbrened  p^ 
pie,  a  i^lorions  people.  Descendaots  of  this  frtft 
American  family,  inheriting  that  spirit  of  lodf 
pendence  whlek  equally  ausuined  our  caasetf" 
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dcr  defeat  aod  vietonr  apoo  all  the  battle  grounda 
ofibe  RcvoIutioQ.  I  will  not  be  alarmed  out  of 
my  vpte  by  clamor,  no  matter  from  wbat  quarter 
it  may  assail  me,  I  nerer  will  be  drireo  from 
my  duty  by  alarms  aod  fears,  I  will  stand  firm 
to  the  caujie  I  conceive  to  be  just,  and  tbe  people 
will  support  me^  tbey  despise  wavering  and  tem« 
poriziog. 

If  you  continue  this  charter  of  this  bank  twenty 
jrears  more,  you  can  never  put  it  down.  No,  air 
iflstead  of  having  petitions  which  would  reach 
from  tbe  Speaker  to  the  seat  of  the  members,  you 
would  have  them  packed  upon  your  ifible  until 
they  would  intercf pt  my  riew  in  addressing  you, 
Ytt^  sir,  they  would  rise  o)>  higher,  and  implore 
that  goddess  of  liberty  which  presidep  over  the 
deliberations  of  this  House,  We  are  told  that 
this  bank  is  neceasliry  to  the  collection,  the  sale- 
keeping  and  the  transmission  of  the  rereiMie  to 
diflereot  parte  of  tbe  United  States,  It  is  stated 
that  tbe  State  banks  are  strangers  to  us^  ^d  oan- 
not  be  trusted  ^ith  the  depositeof  public  money. 
I  am  sorry  to  bear  such  ,a  sentimenL  it  has 
origioated  frona  apantc,  an  alarm,  ideal  danger. 
Tbat  great  and  ffood  man  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury  has  told  you  otherwise,  by  his  report' 
sow  before  me  of  date  12th  of  January,  in  which 
it  appears  that  of  about  92,400,000,  upwards  of 
$800,000  are  deposited  in  the  State  banks.  $75,000 
of  which  are  deposited  in  tl)e  State  Bank  of  Ken* 
tacky,  and  I  should  be  sorry  if  it  was  not  as  safe 
there  as  io  the  bands  of  the  United  State*^'  Bank, 
in  tbe  possesaion  of  foreigners.  If  State  banks 
will  not  do,  let  the  United  States  build  vaults  for 
tbe  safe-keepiog  of  the  revenue. 

But,  sir,  the  alarrain^^  consequences  whieb 
mast  arise  froan  a  dissoltiUon  of  this  corporation** 
It  vili  deprive  us  of  a  circulating  medium ;  it  will 
ioierrupt  commerce  and  produce  baokrupteies. 
It  Is  10  produce  the  distress  of  farniers  aod  the 
ruin  of  mercbanu;  it.  is  to  ^event  emigration, 
aod  it  is  to  shake  the  foundations  of  the  Govern- 
meat.  This  picture  gives  me  4ko  alarm.  It  is 
the  picture  of  a  wild  and  distempered  imagina* 
t/ofl.  If  serious  injury  will  be  telt  by  many  in 
tbe  power  of  this  moneyed  aristocracy.  I  feel  and 
sympathize  with  the  sufferJiiffs  of  those  who  may 
beoeedy  without  any  faultofineir  own;  bvtaome- 
tbio^  is  due  to  posterity ',  aod  even  in  that  point 
of  view,  I  aiq  not  willing  to  entail  upon  them 
tbe  baneful  effects  of  a  great  moneyed  corporation 
with  a  capital  of  twenty  taillions  of  dollars,  ex* 
tending  their  arms  of  power  and  influence  to 
every  part  of  the  United  States,  and  having  the 
destiny  of  gcyqd  men  within  their  control^  when* 
ever  they  receive  the  nod  to  exercise  their  giant 
power.  No,  sir,  I  am  ready  to  see  aod  feel  tbe 
sad  crisis  which  has  been  described*  Jf  we  die 
with  less  money,  we  shall  live  in  mor?  honor  and 
enjoy  more  happiness^  I  wish  to  see  whether 
^  much  depends  upon  this  corporation.  If  so,  it 
is  tbe  greater  reason  why  the  poison  should  be  dee* 
troy^  Like  the  strong  man  we  read  of  in  Holy 
Wri^let  us  see  if  the  violent  death  of  Jhis  cor- 
porate body  will  pull  down  the  pillars  of  the 
CoastiuuioO}  that  apothev  Voiney  may  sit  opoo 


the  ruins  of  thiseapiul  and  mourn  tbe  (aUeaem* 
pire  of  this  great  and  hapfiy  Republic, 

Mr,  SasppBT,— Mr,  Speaker,  it  was  my  intea^, 
tion  not  to  address  any  observations  to  you  on 
the  subject  now  before  the-  House,  but  reasoof 
which  I  cannot  disregard  bare  induced  me  to  re- 
quest your  attention,  I  am  confident,  when  tbe 
importance  of  the  question  is  considered — a  QQ«»- 
tion  in  which  is  involved  the.  integrity  of  a  Con* 
stittttion  we  all  profoss  to  adore,  and  the  prot** 

girity  of  a  country  we  all  profess  to  love,  the 
ouse  will  listen  to  everythiiig  that  can  be  saidi 
not  only  with  patience,  but  with  pleasure, 

I  have  been  led  to  make  tbe  remarks  which  I 
am  about  to  offer  by  considerations  distinetfrooa 
the.ibtrinsio  merit*  of  the  question.  In  the  vote 
which  I  shall  give,  I  shall  disagree  with  a  mar 
jority  of  my  honorable  colleagues,  whose  opiii- 
lons  are  entitled  to  my  respect.  The  aentimeota 
of  a  great  portion  of  the  people  of  the  Stale 
whieh  I  have  the  honor  in  ijMirt  to  reprcMnt,  an 
fat  aa  they  ^gu  be  eolleeted  from  the  opinions  of 
her  Legislature,  and  my  own,  do  not  correspond 
on  this  occasion ;  and  I  must  superadd  that  an 
question  BYfit  was  presented  to  my  mind  in  tbe 
course  of  my  public  duty  whieh  at  first  view  ap' 
peered  attended  with  more  difficaUy,  I  have 
therefore  thought  it  proper  to  state  the  reasons  of 
my  vote  to  the  House,  to  enable  my  country  to 
appreciate  them,  and  my  constituents  io  interpose 
their  corrective  should  tbey  deem  them  unsatis- 
factory. I  had  hoped  that  this  question  would  have 
been  discussed,  and  determined^  abstracted  frOm 
all  party  coasidferations ;  tbat  our  attention  would 
have  been  exclusively  directed  ,to  the  effeeta  of 
this  measure  on  the  eommtonity,  whose  intereau 
are  committed  to  us;  and  our  solicitude  employed 
to  keep  within  the  limito  prescribed  by  tbe  Con* 
stitntion.  But'we  have  beeu  inrited  into  a  dif- 
ferent course.  My  honorable  colleague  (Mjr« 
Eppeb)  told  us  the  other  day  that  we  need. not  lo 
expect  tbat  this  question  would  be  determined  on 
any  other  than  iparty  prrneiples;  that  party  prin- 
ciples gave  birth  to  the  charter  of  the  bank  origi- 
nally, and  that  that  was  the  first  ^veat  question 
whtcit  separated  tbe  two  parties  in  this  country. 
Was  tbe  fact  even  conceded,  tbe  conclusion  does 
not  appear  to  me  iaeyitable  tbat  this  must  now 
be  a  party  question.  At  that  time  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  speculation  and  conjecture  what  OMaaa 
would  be  ^^  necessary  and  proper"  to  give  effect 
to  the  delegated  powers  confided  to  this  Qoveri^ 
ment.  The  light  adbrded  to  us  by  twenty  yean^ 
experience  has  banished  them,  aod  aubstituted 
certainty  in  their  stead.  We  have  now  before 
us  the  practical  operations  of  the  Gh»yernment, 
calculated  to  show  the  fallacy  of  reasonings 
founded  on.  plausible  but  untried  theories.  With 
these  means  within  their  power,  it  does  not  a|>- 
pear  to  me  that  those  act  inconsistent  with  their 
tormer  principles,  who  now  conceiYe  the-  nedesr 
sity  of  a  bank  as  an  instrumenit  to  carry  on  tho 
fiscal  concerns  of  tbe  Gtorernment,  though  (un- 
aided by  the  best  of  all  human  guides— experi- 
ence— )  tbey  might  have  thought  different  in  the 
infant  state  of  aa  operation. 
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Bat  my  bonorable  colleasoe  has  cbramftted  an 
error  in'  point  of  fnct  in  giving^  the  statement  to 
the  House  that  this  was  originally  a  party  ques- 
tioD<  I  bad  taken  it  for  granted  that  the  fact  was 
as  stated  by  him  ;  button  recurHoi?  to  the  Jonr- 
nal  of  this  Mouse  for  the  year  1791,  (which  I 
hope  I  shall  be  pardoned  in  receivio£  as  better, 
evidence  than  his  declaration,  however  fmplt- 
eiily  I  might  rely  on  hiin  on  other  occasions,)  I 
find  thai  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Federal 
members  voted  against  the  incorporation  of  the 
bank,  and  a  still  greater  port'ioit  of  the  Repnfoli- 
cans  for  it;  besides,  as  tjie  measure  was  then 
contested  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  Con- 
stitutional power  in  Congress  to  adopt  it,  which 
always  in vohve^  matters  of  consetence.  I  cannot 
vubmit  to  the  idea  that  one  political  jmrty  exclu- 
sively entertained  conscientious  scruples  when 
violence  was  threatened  the  Constitution.  This 
would  be  degrading  one-half  of  the  American- 
people. 

[Mr.  Epfbs  rose  to  explain :  He.  said  he  ap- 

Ereheoded  from  the  various  observatione  which 
ad  been  niade  that  he  had  been  misunderstood 
in  what  he  had  said  a  few  days  ago.  He  meant 
to  say  that  there  were  from  the'comineQcemen| 
of  the  Qovernment  two  opposite  opinions. .enter- 
tained with  respect  to  us  powers :  One  was  that 
ihey  were  stricUy  conformed  to  the  objects  dele- 
gated ;  thb  other  was,  that  there  were  certain 
implied  powers  which  the  Government  might 
exercise  that  did  nqt  appear  on  the  face  bf  the 
Constitution;  that  the  latter  opinion  gave  birth 
to  the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  and  the  stamp  act, 
and  that  ibis  was  the  party  pHociple  he  meant 
which  gave  birth  to  tne  biink  charter.  ,  As  to 
conscience  being  monopolized  by  one  parly  he 
had  never  entertained  any  such  idea ;  he  knew 
Tden  of  the  Federal  party  wh<»  were' as  conscien* 
tious  as  he  was,  and  as  much  attached  to  the 
welfare  of  the  country.] 

Mr.  Sbbppey  proceeded:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do 
not  believe  that  my  honorable  colleague  was  acr 
toated  by  any  improper  motive  in  making  the 
declaration- he  did.  During  the  time  I  have  been 
associated  with  him  in  public  life;  I  have  had  no 
caa^e  to  believe  that  he  was  under  any  such  in- 
fluetrce:  That  the  opinions  stated  by  fatnx  ex- 
ij^ted  early  in  this  Qcrvernment,  cannot  be  denied. 
They  are  attributable  to  very  obvioits  causes. 
On  the  one  hand,  those  who  were  the  friends  of 
the  Constitution  were  friendljr  to  the  exercise  of 
all  the  legitimate  powers  connded  to  the  General 
Government,  under  th^  impression  that  it  was 
oecessary  to  preserve  the  Union;  many  indeed 
suppose  that  the  powers  delegated  wer^.  still  too 
feeble  to  secure  that  great  object,  unless  supported 
by  a  very  extensive  and  liberal  construct  ion.  Oq 
the  other  hand,  there  were  those  who  were  ap- 
preheuftive  that  the  powers  of  the  General  Got- 
ernment  were  of  a  character  calculated  to  swal- 
low up' the  State  authorities,  and  subvert  the 
Tights  of  the  people.  These,  after  their  efforts 
bad  been  unsuccessful  in  the  conventions  of  the 
States,  on  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution, 
brought  with  them  (with  the  beat  intentioos) 


into  the  councils  of  the  new  Governmettt  their 
solicitude  for  popular  rights  and  State  sovereigoif, 
without  sufficiently  regarding  the  importaoceof 
the  Union,  and  the  means  necessary  to  preserve 
it ;  and,  while  some  of  their  political  oppooeots 
contended  for  a  construction  which  produced 
some  Tery  obnoxious  measures;  they,  ii  saceess 
had  attended  their  efforts,  would  have  brought 
the  Union  to  the  feeble  state  in  which  the  old 
Confederation  had  left  it,  and  I  hesitate  not  to 
declare,  by  this'  time,  we  should  have  been  a  diri- 
ded,  distracted,  and  enslaved  people. 

Mucti  has  been  said  in  the  course  of  this  d^ 
bale  about  State  'rights,  and  the  offence  which 
willl)e  given  to  the  States,  should  chismeasare 
be  adopted.  Th^re  is  eertaialjr  propriety  in  pre 
serving  to  the  States  their  legitimate  authoritjf, 
and  in  manifesting  a  jealousy  whenever  it  is 
threatened  with  any  infraction,  because  the  righis 
of  the  people  are  then  in  jeopardy «-  But  let  it 
not  be  forgotten  that  every^jreiaxatioo  on  the  pirt 
of  this  Grovernmant  weakens  the  Union,  withoot 
which  the  rights  of  the  people  are  but  ao  emptf 
name.  Sir,  he  who  impairs  the  powers  properir 
belonging  to  us,  is  as  much  the  enemv  of  the  peo- 
ple as  he  who  subverts  the  Staie  authorities  pos^ 
aibly  can  be;  he  is  as^crimioal  who  weakens ia 
the  least  degree  the  bonds  which  unite  as,  as  he 
who  places  upon  our  necka  an  iron  yoke  to  keep 
Us  together. 

If  we  should  pursue  the  ^coarse  which  the  ob- 
servations of  «ome  gentlemen  seem  to  recoin- 
mend,  not  to  adopt  the  bill  before  you,  becKuseit 
will  ^ive  offence  to  the  States,  and  bring  us  into 
collision  with  thein;  to  what  a  miserable  state 
must  this  Gorernment,  and  consequently  this 
Union,  be  very  speedily  brought?  It  is  in  the 
nature  of  roan  to  thirst  for  power,  and  to  emplof 
all  his  means  to  obtain  it.  From  this  spirit  the 
State  governments  are  flot  exempt,  hot,  on  the 
contrary^  we  have  abundant  reason  to  knowdiit 
it  prevails  there  in  an  eminent  degree.  Let  it 
once  be  established  as  a  principle  not  to  exercise 
any  particular  power,  because  it  is  disagreeable  to 
tome  of  the  States,  and  I  pledge  myself  that  ia 
a  very  little  time  yoa  will  not  be  able  to  eiereise 
any  whatever.  You  will  have  to  recede  step  by 
stepasihey  adrance  upon  you,  (which  they  will 
be  sure  to  do,)  until  you  possess  nothing  but  the 
shadow  of  authority ;  and  this  Union,  the  Ivt 
and  best  hope  of  the  friends  of  liberty,  must  dis- 
solve in  its  own  weakness.  Sir,  I  fear  when  that 
is  gone  tbere  never  Will  be  aufficient  patriotism 
and  unanimity,  nor  a  sufficient  portion  of  acoa* 
eiliating  spirit  to  reunite  tis  in  any  form  of  g»^' 
ernment  which,  while  it  secures  to  us  tbeprii' 
eiples  of  a  fre^  conatitution,  has  sufficient  energy 
to  maintain  itself.  The  consequences  are  easily 
foreseen.  We  shall  be. tossed  about,  divided,  and 
distract^,  until  we  finally  share  the  destinies  of 
other  nations'— seek  repose  from  the  cvib  o!  W' 
archy  in  the  arms  of  despotism. 

A  principle,  equally  untenable  andequalif  pr<^ 
ductive  of  mischief,  has  been  advanced  to  de|^'^ 
wrtionlarly  by  the  honorable  member  from  N^* 
York,  (Mr.  pQtTBB :)  that  no  power  cto  be  e^ 
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ercised  by  this  QorerDment  which  interferes  with 
the  remaioing  powers  of  the  Slates.  Such  for 
JDsuoce  is  the  power  of  ioteroal  tazatioq.  Every 
cent  which  we  draw  from  the  citizen  by  yirtueof 
that  power,  diminishes  his  ability  to  pay  his 
taies  to  the  State  of  which  he  is  an  inhahitant, 
and  consequentW  narrows  the  circle  of  State 
legislation.  Aod,  iodeed,  cases  mlj^ht  he  sop- 
posed  where  the  necessity  of  this.  Government 
required  taxes  commensorate  with  the  utmost 
ability  of  the  people  to  pav,  which  in  effect  would 
be  a  total  suspension  or  the  powers  of  the  States 
to  lay  and  coUect  taxes.  Yet^  can  it  be  pretended 
(hat  io  theamoant  of  public  contributions,  which 
it  may  be  necessary  to  require,  we  are  limited  hy 
any  other  restriction  than  that  which  a  sound 
discretion  and  a  due  regard  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community  imposes?  The  same  principle  ap- 
plies to  the  means  which  may  be  necessary  to 
carry  the  delegated  powers  into  effect ;  .thev  may 
be  legitimate,  though  they  interfere  with  the 
legislation  of  the  States. 

HariDg  detained  you  thus  long  with  the  pre* 
limioary  remarks  which  I  had  to  ofier,  permit  me 
DOW,  sir,  to  lead  your  attention  more  directly  to 
the  subject  before  us. 

The  most  importaot  principle  involved  in  this 
qaestioB  11  whether  the.  Oonstitution  has  delc^-* 
ted  to  OS  ine  power  to  legi^ate  upon  this  subject 
ip  the  manner  propctoed.  It  is  .admitted  on  all 
sides  that  unless  that  power  exists,  let  the  incon- 
veuiences  and  even  calamilies  wbidi  will  follow 
the  reieciioii  of  this  biJl  be  what  they  may,  the 
high  duty  which  we  owe  to  the  country  not  to 
traDscsBQ  the  limits  prescribed  to  us,  is  superior 
to  erery  other,  and  must  imperiously  lead  us  to 
that  resoit.  In  order,  therefore,  to  approach  the 
minor  question  of  expediency,  it  is  necessary  to 
ascertain  whether  by  a  rational  and  unbiassed 
construction  of  the  Constitution  this  power  is 
fairly  apparent,  either  as  directly  or  indirectly 
given,  either  as  a  power  original  and  express,  or 
deriratire  and  implied. 

It  has  never  been  contended  that  the  Constitu- 
tion expressly  dele^tes  the  power  to  create  banks; 
but  that  such  iostitutions  may  be  established  as 
instrumental  in  giving  effect  to  some  one  or  more 
of  the  delegated  powers.  In  the  course  of  the 
obserrations  which  I  propose  to  submit  on  this 
part  of  tbesubject,  Ishall  attempt  to  prove  that 
Congress  are  not  restricted  in  the  means  to  exe- 
cute the  delegated  powers,  except  so.  far  as  the 
Constitution  expressly' restricts  them,  but  that 
they  may  employ  anj  which  thejr  deem  "  neces- 
»7  and  proper''  without  violating  the  Consti- 
tution. 

To  enable  us  to  give  correct  constructions  to 
|h«  acil  of  individuals  and  of  public  bodies,  it 
frequently  becomes  important  that  we  should 
consider  the  time  in  which  they  happened,  and 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  persons  con- 
cerned acted.  In  legislation  and  iurispVudenee 
this  is  a  very  general  maxim,  and  seems  to  me 
peculiarly  proper  tabe  called  in  aid  on  the  pres- 
ent occasion.  It  will  afford  us  the  best  ideas  of 
ue  erila  under  which  this  country  labored  when 


the  Constitution,  under  whose  authority  we  now 
act,  was  proposed  and  adopted,  and  coDseqoeotfy 
of  the  extent  of  the  relief  which  that  remedy 
was  intended  to  give. 

Let  uf  then  see  what  was  the  situation  of  this 
Coo D try  at  that  period  of  our  history,  and  what 
were  the  causes  which  led  to  that  great -event. 
It  was  not  th6  want  of  a  General  Qoveroment 
that  induced  the  people  of  the  United  States  to 
seek  security  in  the  present  Constitution,  but  the 
want  of  one  with  sufficient  powers  for  the  pur- 
poses of  union.  That  want  of  efficiencv  which 
charaotertzed  the  Confederation,  empnatically  * 
-styled  -''a  rope  ef  sand,"  was  not  the  effect  of 
the  limited  subjects  confided  to  the  deliberations 
of  Congress,  but  the  limited  means  to  csrry  their 
determioations  into  effect.  On  recurring  to  that 
instrument  it  will  be  seen,  as  has  been  stated  by 
an  honorable  member  from  Keirtucky,  f  Mr.  Johk* 
SON,)  that  the  subjects  embraced  are  little  short 
of  those  vested  in  this  Government.  Congress 
was  rlothed  with  all  the  great  attributes  of  sov- 
ereignty. •  They  had  the  power  to  determine  oa 
peace  or  war ;  to' regulate  coqiinerce  (through  the 
medium  of  commercial  treaties)  with  foreign 
nations ;  to  regulate  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes ; 
to  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal;  to  coia 
money  and  regulate  the  value  thereof;  to  raise 
armies  and  na?ies ;  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit 
of.  the  United  States ;  and  maiiv  other  powers  of 
minor  importance.  Had  they  had  the  means  to 
carry  their  resolutions  into  effect  through  the 
agency  of  their  own  Rxecxitive  and  Judicial  au- 
thoritiesj  and  could  their  acts  have  reached  the 
people,  instead  of  beine  dependent  for  their  ex- 
ecution on  the  will  of  the  States,  I  venture  to  say 
that  this  Constitution  would  not  have  been  pro- 
posed. It  it  true  that  the  organization  of  the 
Gorernment  under  the  Confederation  was  great- 
ly defective;  yet  that  was  not  the  cause  of  its 
dissolution.  It  was  the  imbecility  arising  from 
the  want  of  means  in  the  old  Congress  that  as- 
sembled the  General  Convention.  It  was  that 
which  produced  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  the  primary  object  of  which,  and  of  the 
people  who  adopted  it,  was  to  place  into  the  hands 
of  the  new  Government  means  commensurate 
with  the  due  execution  of  all  the  powers  confided 
to  it.  I;^  it  rational  therefore  to  suppose  tha(  un» 
der  this  impulse,  under  the  pressure  of  the  evil 
Which  every  one  felt,  and  the  cause  of  which 
every  one  knew,  those  who  framed  and  adopted 
this  instrument  could  have  intended  that  we  should 
be  ciicumscribed  in  the  means  deemed  necessary 
to  give  effect  to  our  measures  or  (as  som%  gentle- 
men striingelv  suppose)  be  dependent  on  the  Statea 
for  th4sm  1  Is  it  in  the  leaa  probable  that  the 
men  selected  for  their  wisdom,  j^erfectly  acquaint- 
ed with  the  progress  of  man  in  every  age ;  who 
foresaw  the  changes  which  the  state  of  society 
must  undergo  in  this  country  frodi  the  increase 
of  population,*commerce,  and.  the  arts,  could  act 
so  absurdly,  as  to  prescribe  a  certain  set  of  means 
to  carry  on  the  operations  of  a  Government  in- 
tended not  only  for  the  present  but  for  future  gen- 
erationa  ?    There  are  indeed  some  expr^  limita- 
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tions  which  th^  eireumst^aees  of  the  tim^s  and 
the  jealousies  of  the  parties  produced,  but,  thejr 
being  expresslf  stated  proves  that  the  meaos  not 
interdicted  remain  entirely  at  our  discretion. 

When  we  examine  the  various  parts  of  the 
Constitution  witb  a  view  to  this  question, <  we 
shall  see  many  reasons  in  support  of  the  principle 
for  which  1  contend.  The  last  clause  ot  (he  6th 
aectioo  of  the  first  articiii  invests  Congrera  with 
the  '^power  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  nct- 
..cessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  delega- 
ted powers,  and  all  powers  rested  in.  the  Gh)vern- 
ment  of  the  United  Slates  or  in  anr  department 
Or  officer  thereof.''  To  whom  is  confided  the  right 
to  judge  what  shall  be  ^  necessary  and  proper  1" 
I  presume  it  will  -be  admitted  that  this  right  is  ex- 
clusively inherent  in  Congress.  And  if  Congress 
alone  have.the  right  to  judge  of  the  necessity  and 
propriety  of  the  means,  i»it.not  absurd  to  say 
that  they  must  judge  rightly  or  they  have  no  right 
to  judge  at  all?  I  have  always  supposed,  when 
a  subject  is  within  thje. legitimate  authority  of 
any  men  or  body  of  men,  an  erroneous  decision 
upon  such  subject  does  not  prove  a  want  of  juris- 
diction, but  of  correct  judgment.  '  On  this,  like 
on  every  other  subject,  there  will  be  a  varietv 
of  opinions  as  to  what  is  "  necessary  and  proper." 
The  majority  must  determine  that  question. 
And,  although  there  may  in  this,  as  tn  every 
other  ease,  be  flagrant  abuses  of  power,  for  which 
we  are.  responsible,  there  never  can  be  any  usurp- 
ation. It  must  always  be  a  question  of  sound 
discretion,  guided  by  the  interests  of  the  Union, 
and  pot  a  question  of  power ;  unless,  indeed,  we 
should  fall  in  with  the  fancy  qf  my  honorable 
eolleague  (Mr.  Borwell)  who  opened  this  debate, 
and  interpolate  the  word  ^  absolutely,"  so  that  he 
could  adopt  no  means  but  such  as  are  "  absolutely 
necessary,"  which  would  leave  us,  as  has  been 
ably  demonstrated  by  the  honorable  men^ber  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Key,)  without  any  power  at  all. 

Every  subject  which  is  presented  to  us  within 
the  acltnowledged  sphere  of  our  authority,  in- 
Tolves  the  question  Itrhether  it  is  ^  necessary  and 
proper."  If  a  tax  be  proposed,  which  (as  the  Con- 
stitution is  expounded  by  some,  and  which  I  be- 
lieye  to  be  correct)  can  only  be  laid  ^  to  pay  the 
debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare,"  it  may  be  objected  that  it  is  un- 
constitutional, because  these  objects  may  be  pro- 
vided for  without  any  tax,  br  without  the  one 
proposed.  But  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  this 
would  be  exclusively  a  question  of  expediency 
and  discretion. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  hasani- 
versally  been  considered  as  a  grant  of  particular 
and  not  of  general  powers.  Those  powers  are  the 
primary  or  expressly  delegated,  and  the  derivative 
or  implied.  The  character  of  the  instrument  pre* 
eluded  the  necessity  of  a  '^  bill  of  rigbts,"  because 
the  question  never  couid  arise,  what  was  reserved, 
but  what  was  granted.  The  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution were  well  aware  of  this,  and  so  were 
the  people  who  adopted  it.  It  was  tnerefore  fairly 
to  be  inferred,. that  whenever  there  appears  a  lim- 
itation or  restrictioQ  in  the  -shape  of  a  negative  | 


clause^  Congress  might  have  exercised  tkepowtt 
interdicted,  had  each  clause  not  beea  nude  pirt 
of  the  instrument.  By  examiniog  this  ptrt  «f 
the  subject,  we  will  be  able  to  determine  how  far 
it  was  supposed  derivative  or  implied  poven 
would  extend  when  not  restricted. 

Tbe.^rst  dakise  of  the  9th  section  of  tke  fim 
article  provides,  that  "  the  migration  or  importa- 
'  tioo  of  such  persons,  as  any  of  the  Sutes  dov 
*  existing  shall  thihk  proper  to  admit,  shall  noibe 
*'  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the  yetr  1808^ 
/  but  a  tax  or  doty  may  be  imposed  on  soch  import- 
'  atioo,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person." 

Among  the  delegated  powers,  the  right  to  pro- 
hibit the  migration  or  importation-of  persoas  into 
the  States,  is  nowhere  to  be  seen ;  botit  was  ji»il]f 
conceived  that  it  was  incidental  tQ  the  power  ''to 
resulate  commeroe  with  foreign  natioas." 

The  second  clause  of  tke  sans^  section  restrieti 
tbe  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habmt  oo?7»iio 
cenrtain  circiunstanees.  There  is  no  express  pov- 
er  given  to  any  department  to  grant  it  io  any  io- 
stance.  But  Congress  have  the  power  to  or^aiK 
the  judicial  courts,  to  which  is  incident  the  pov- 
er  t  J.  regulate  writs  and  other  processes.  Aodu 
this  celebrated  writ  liras  deemed  the  birib-right 
of  the  people  of  the  States  under  the  State  to- 
thorities,  as  the  instrument  to  release  tfaea  frou 
arbitrary  imprisonments,  it  was  taken  forgraBtcd 
that  iu  beaeiits  would  be  extended  to  them  usdcr 
this  Gk>vernment,  and  it  wasoonoeived  necessirf 
to  restrict  the  discretion  of  Congress  in  sospeod* 
ins  its  salutary  operations. 

In  the  third  clause  of  the  saoie  sectioa, Congress 
are  prohibited  from  passing  any  bill  of  attaioder 
or  ex  paai  facto  law.  (ingress  are  no  where  di* 
rectly  authorised  thus  to  interfere  with  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  justice,  so  as  to  subject  aa  indi- 
vidual to  the  consequence  of  an  attainder  at  tbeir 
own  -mere  will,  without  a  trial ;  or  to  make  aa 
innocent  act  criminal,  by  a  posterior  declaraiioB. 
But  they  have  the  power  to  define  and  pooisli 
certain  offences,  which  would  have  implied  ibe 
power  to  do  it  iti  any  manner  they  might  bare 
thought  proper — hence  it  became  necessary  (o 
interpose  this  restriction. 

The  next  three  oUusea  coataia  restrictioasoa 
the  power  to  lay  and  collect  tatxes  and  appropriate 
their  proceeds,  and  show  that  it  was  considered 
as  unlimited,  unless  expressly  restricted. 

The  last  clause  in  the  same  section  gires  mi 
more  comprehensive  idea  of  the  extent  to  whieb 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  conceived  the iffi' 
plied  powers  of  this  Qovernment  might  be  exer* 
cised,  if  no(  restricted.  It  provides,  ^'  that  no  title 
of  nobility  shall  be  granted  by  the  United  Slates.'' 
The  wholecontext  of  the  Constitution  doesoot 
afford  the  most  distant  hint  that  the  creation  of 
an  aristocracy  is  among  the  delegated  powers. 
And  yet  the  interdtclion  to^  create  soch  a  bodf*- 
the  very  name  of  which  is  so  justly  abhorreotiD 
this  country — Was  deemed  necessary.  And  why' 
Because  this  Government  has  the  power  to  raiie 
and  support  armies  and  navies.  Ithasrariois 
important  concerns  committed  to  it,  io  wbieo 
eminent  men  i^iay  render  great  and  meriioricHU 
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services.  And  m  it  mroald  not  hare  been  re- 
strieted  ia  reward iog  them  aceordiDg'to  fts  plea* 
sare,  it  might,  ia  conformity  with  the  usage  of 
other  aatioosj  hare  conferred  disfinc lions  upon, 
them;  which,  though  thev" could  give  no  exclu- 
sire  right  to  office,  might  be  attended  with  emol- 
ument and  honor. 

If  the  doctrines  which '  hate  been  adraneed* 
upon  this  floor  duringihe  present  debate  are  truly 
genuine  and  Cohsiitutional,  then  does  the  history 
3f  this  countrv,  for  tlie  last  twenty  years,  |*reaent 
I  spectacle  the* most  alarming;  then  have  the 
sperations  of  our  Government  been  nothing  but 
m  uninterrupted"  scene  of  usurpation.  From  it^ 
organization,  under  the  auspices  of  the  first  of 
sen  and  of  patriots,  until  the  present  moment, 
riolation  ha$  sdcceeded  violation  ;  the  Constitu- 
;ion  has  been  ti'odden  tmder  foot  by  all  parties, 
ind  'is  no  longer  worth  preserving.  Sir,  I  will 
yo  further.  I  .venture  to  say,  that  if  those  doc- 
rines  are  adhered  to  and  acted  upon  in  every  in- 
itance,  this  Government  is  at  an  end.  It  cannot 
idopt  the  simplest  measures  necessary  for  its  own 
existence,  ana  for  the  welfare  of  this  people, 
vithout  resorting  to  means  not  expressly  dele^ 
;aied.  If  this  critical  construction  prevails,  we 
lave  no  right  to  di3bahd  one  stogie  man  from  the 
^.rmy  or  Navy.  Congress  are  expresriy.  author- 
ized lo  raise  and  support  them;  but  the  power  to 
essen  or  destroy  them,  is  not*  to  be  seen  on  the 
ace  of  the  Constitution.  We  are  invested  -^ith 
he  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
ioDs;  but  where  is  the  authority  to  suspend  4>r 
mnihilate  it  by  an  embargo  or  non-intercourse, 
in  less  it  is  implied?         ^     r 

To  those  who  are  not  carried  away  by  these 
loctrines,  pregnant  with  so  nduch  mischief*  to 
his  community,  it  is  well  worth,  the  trouble  to 
ixamine  the  operations  of  the  Government  under 
tvery  Admioi^tratiop.  They  will  bt  able  to  as- 
eriain  the  opinions  of  men  of  every  party  ipani- 
ested  by  their  public  acts,  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
Deans  confided  to  us  to  give  effect  if^ihe  dele- 
gated powers.  And  this  inquiry  wll),  I  am  per- 
uaded,  tend  to  confirm  the  eonstruction  which 
have  attempted  to  give  to  the  Constitution.^ 

By  the  Constitution,  a  judicial  denartment, 
^ith  limited  jurisdiction^  is  establishecl,  to  give 
fifect  to  the  due  admini9tratrbn  of  justice,  so  far 
s  it  is  eoofided  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
Itates.  Congress  havef  made  provision  for  the 
unishment  of  perjury,  briber^,  stealing  or  falsi- 
^iog  records,  retcue^  opposition  to  the  execution 
f  jadieial  processj  and  other  offences..  It  does 
ot  appear  that  the  particular  definition  to  these 
rimes,  and  the  punishment  designated,  are  "ab- 
olately  necessary.'^  Some  other  means  perhaps 
nore  conducive  to  the  end  might  have  been  em- 
•loyed ;  and^  indeed,  it  might  be  said,  that  as 
^ngresBj  by  tb^  Constitution,  a,re  authorized  to 
deone  and  punish"  certain  crimes,,  it  implied  a 
egative  to  define  and  punish  any  other,  and  con- 
^uentlf  those  just  mentioned.  But  can  it  be 
ecesaary  to  waste  the  time,  or  insult  the  good 
inae  of  this  House,  to  attempt  to  prov«  that  ia 
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these  cases  Congress  exercised  their  Constittf- 
tional  power  only  1 

The  power  to  borrovv  money  on  the  credit  of 
the  United  States  has  been  exercised  by  author- 
izing the  Cc^missioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to 
issue  certificates  pledging  {he  public  iaith  to  pay' 
so  much  money  as  therein  stated,  to  be  sold  in 
the  market  for  what  they  could  bring. 

To.  give  effect  to  the  revenue  system  of  the 
United  States,  Congress  have  employed  means, 
wbjch,  instead  of  appearing  ''ahs»olutely  neces- 
salry,"  have  a  very  remote  connexion  with  the 
object ;  besides  the  many  peni^lties  and  forfeitures 
which  are  created,  the  citizen  is  subjected  to  the 
more  arbitrary  searched  and'  seizures  dependent 
upon  the  mere  will  of  the .  collector ;  yet,  the 
authority  to  do  this  has  never  been  questioned.  , 
Under  the  power  to  regulate  commerce,  Con- 
gress have  erected  light-liousts,  beacons,  and 
buoys;  they  have  established  rules  for  the  regu- 
lation and  govern nfkent  of  seamen  in  the  mer- 
chant service;  they  b&ve  adopted  measures  for 
their  protection  on  the  high  seas,  and  in  foreign 
countries;  they  have  imposed  a  tax  to  be  exacted 
from  them,  even  when  abroad,  to  raise  a  Aind  for 
the  sick  and  disabled ;  they  have  established  in 
this  country,- within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State 
authorities,  and  without  thefr  consent,  hospiials 
for  their  reception  and  support.  How  remotely 
connected  are  all. these  things  with  the  primary 
power  "  to  regulate  commerce  ?"  Are  they  **  ab- 
solutely necessary"  to  give  effect  to  that  power) 
Or,  can  it  .be  pretended  that  the  erection  of  an  / 
hi>spi(al  is  mofe  immediately  connected  with  the 
regulation' of  commerce  than  a  bank  is  with  the 
varioos  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government? 
After  having  gohe  thus  far,  let  me  ask  every  ra*. 
tional  man}  could  Congress  not  incorporate  the 
trustees  of  such  an  hospiiei,  with  a  view  to  give  , 
them  individualitv,  the  bette.r  to  enable  them  to> 
prieserve  the  funds,  and  administer  the  concerns 
of  the  institution  ?  Unless  there  is  something 
magical  in  the  word  ^corporation,"  it  appears  to 
me  there  can  be  no  doubt  on  the  subject. 

That  Congress  have  the  right  to  create  corpo- 
rations, as  instrumental  to  effect  objects  confided 
to  them,  seems  to  me  susceptible  of  the  clearest 
deitiottstratioo.  For  example:  the  power  **to 
regulate  commerce"  includies  the  power  to  "pro- 
mote it  by  all  ppssible  means."  Sup|>ose  a  new 
branch  of  commerce  should Tise  into  view,  which , 
promised  great  natijonal  advantages,  but  its  com- 
mencement was  surrounded  with  difficulties,  and 
required  resources  to  which  individual  enterprise 
(ind  capital  were  incompetent,  will  it  be  con- 
tended that  the  power  which  erected  hospitals  to 
nurse  seamen,  befeause  it  tnay  haVe  a  favorable 
effec(  on  commerce,  cannot  incorporate  a  com- 
pany itrith  certain  privileges,  so  that  while  the 
means  of  many  are  united,  they  can  act  as  one  in 
promoting  the  ^me  object?  As  to  monopolies, 
of  which  muchr  has  been  said,  though  I  am  not  a 
friend  to  them,  yet  circumstances  may  exist  iti 
which  th«  interest  of  thecommuoitv  will  be  pro- 
moted in  granting  some,  if  prudently  regulated  ; 
and,  therefore,  the  power  ought  to  exist.    Under 
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.  the  power  to  regulate  trade  with  the  IndiaD  tribe?. 
Congress  have  adopted  a  system  which,  though 
not  a  monopoly  in  name,  is  one  in  reality.'  They 
have  established  trading-houses  on  their  own  ac- 
count, and,  under  the  severest  penaUies,  prohib- 
ited every  person  from  trading  with  the  Indians 
without  a  license  from  the  public  superintend- 
ent.   What  is  this  but  a  monopoly,  an  exclusire 

.  privilege,  vested  in  the  Government  and  the  per- 
sons licensed?  And  in  wJiat  do  these  licenses  dif- 
fer in  effect  from  the  privileges  granted  by  the~ 
incorporation  of  a  commercial  ^coinpany  ? 

By  the  laws  estabtiehing  post  offices  and  post 
roads,  various  offences  have  been  created,  and 
severe  punishment  directed,  affecting  those  Dot 
in  the  service  of  the  Government ;  persons  have 
been  exempted  froin  serving  in  the  militia  and 
on  juries,  who,  by  the  laws  of  the  States,  are  ex- 
pressly subject  to  that  service ;  this  is  a  c6rect  in- 
terference with  thrSt^te  authorities,  yet  its  con- 
stitutionality has  never  been  questioned. 

The  Constitution  empowers  Congress  '^  to^de- 
clare  war,"  but  no  express  authority  is  given  to 
preserve  peace ;  yet^  can  it  be  doubted  that  the 
power  to  effe<;t  thfUi  object  is  implied  ?  With  a 
view  to  it  Congress  have  passed  laws  making  it 
criminal  to  set  on  foot  any  enterprise  against  any 
foreign  nation  with  whom  the  Unit^  States,  are 
in  a  state  of  amity,  or  to  hunt  ypon  the  lands  be- 
longing to  the  Indian  tribes. 

Congress  have  power  to  call  out  the  militia  to 
repel  invasions.  An  invasion,  I  understand  to 
mean  a  military  force  iactually  in  our  territory.; 
yet  an  authority  has  been  given  to  the  President 
to  call  forth  the  militia  in.  case  there  shall  ^*  be 
imminent  danger  of  invasion,"  with  a  view  to 
prevent  it. 

The  last  insUnce  which  I  shall  give,  showing 
the  extent  to  which  Congress  have  conceived 
their  powers  reached,  is  the  purchase  of  the  pub* 
lie  library.  I  would  ask  the  sticklers  for  express 
powers,  where  they  find  the .  authority  for  this 
act?  Sir,  taking  a  detached  view  of  the  subject, 
it  might  be  said  that  we  have  the  same  right  to 
purchase  houses  for  pur  accommodation.  The 
act  can  only  be  justified  by  reasonings  apparently 
remote  from  the  object.  To  us  ar^  committed 
the  great  concerns  of  this  nation ;  it  }s  our  duty 
to  be  well  informed  upon  every  subject  thai  comes 
before  us  ^  in  order  therefore  to  be  able  to  get  all 
requisiteinformation,  we  think  a  librarv  necessary 
as  one  of  the  means.  This  course  of  argument 
at  once  proves  everything  for  which  I  coateud. 
•  Such,  sir.  has  been  the  uniform  practical  con- 
struction or  the  powers  confided  to  this  Govern- 
ment by  men  of  every  political  description.  Sir, 
Che  principles,  upon  which  the  constitutionality 
of  this  question  rests,  have  not  only  been  recog- 
nised in  every  shape,  but  the  measure  itself  has 
received  the  sanction  of  acquiescence,  if  not  of 
approbation,  for  twenty  years.  Although  I  do 
not  feel  precluded  from  thinking  and  acting  for 
myself,  yet,  fallible  as  I  know  myself  to  be,  I  am 
induced  to  have  great  respect  for  the  acts  of  em- 
inent men,  whose  wisdom  and  patriotism  it  would  I 
l>e  vaia  in  me  to  pretend  lorivaL    And  l^leviog ,  I 


as  I  do,  that  among  the  greatest  evils  whick  %t- 
Xend  Republics,  are  the  instabilityof  pobliceooi- 
c lis,  and  the  want  of  character  and  consisieiKj 
in  public  measures,  I  feel  it  a -portion  of  nydutf 
to  entertain  some  veneration  for  the  acts  o(Qy 
predecessors,  supported  by  time ;  at  least  so  ^n 
not  to  dissent  from  them,  unless  they  appeir  a 
me  palpably  improper. 

When  the  bank  was  incprporated,  the  people 
of  the  United  States  with  one  consent  acquiesced,* 
not  a  single  murniur  was  heard  ;  not  a  siogle  p^ 
lition  was  laid  upon  your  table  alleging  its  oocob- 
stitutionality  and  praying  its  repeal?  Was  the 
patriotism  of  the  cummonity  then  asleep  ?  Wett 
they  less  sensible  then  of  tne  necessity  of  press- 
Ting  the  great  charter  of  their  rights  free  frtna 
violation,  or  less  acute  in  their  perception  of  !& 
iofraclion  than  we  are  now  7  Was  it  left  for  ike 
Argus  eyes  of  the  present  geaeraiioo  todiscom 
the  deadly  powers  of  this  hydra;  and  to  iheii 
prowess  te  rise  and  strangle  it  ?  Sir,  I  sbodi 
reason  differently.  Believing  that  there  was  a 
much  intelligence,  as  much  vigj  lance  and  patriot* 
ism,  in  the  country  then  as  there  is  oowjaa 
inclined  to  think  that  had  there  been  real  etost 
of  alarm^  it  would,  according  to  the  usual  cooix 
of  things,  have  been  manifested  when  the  sobjeet 
was  new ;  and  when  the  public  attentioo  was  im- 
mediately directed  to  it. 

Since  the  es^tablishment  of  the  bank  sereral 
laws  have  passed  for  the  punishment  of  frauds  in 
counterfeiting  their  notes ;  one  of  them  under  tiie 
late  Administration.  If  the  incorporation  act  was 
unconstitutional,  could  any  person  be  punished 
for  counterfeiting  the  notes  or  the  bank?  A  per- 
son accused  must  be  indicjled  for  having  made  or 
counterfeited  a  note  or  notes  porportiog  to  be  di« 
act  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank.  If 
thelaW  is  unconstitutional,  then  in  legal coostrnc- 
tion  there  are  no  such  persons ;  and  aswell  mi$iit 
the  accused'  be  convicted  of  forging  a  cote  on 
some  fictitious  person,  as  the  note  of  a  bank  wba 
none  such  existed.  How  bias  it  happened  (batia 
all  the  trials  whicl^  have  taken  place,  this  im 
aious  discovery  has  never  been  made?  Tbe 
counsel,  always  sufllciently  vigilant  in  the  cao« 
in  which  they  are  engaged,  have  never  pretended 
to  question  the .  legal  existence  of  the  btnk,ii* 
volved  in  the  constitutionality  of  the  iacorpofi* 
tion  act.  The  courts,  composed  of  the  most  a- 
lightened  men,  and  of  different,  political  parties. 
aworn  to  support  the  Constitution,  faaye  coosigoed 
the  reputations  of  men  to  lasting  disgrace,  and 
incarcerated  ihem  within  the  confines  of  loaib- 
some  prisons,  where  they  have  been  su&red  ts 
remain  for  years  ;<  when  a  single  breath  from  tbe 
Execntive  would  have  released  them,  wiiieh  '» 
was  his  bounden  duty  to  do,  had  the  act  beeacoi* 
sidered  as  unconstitutional. 

Many  of  the  public  acts  of  the  Ghiveronietf 
might  be  cited  to.prove  the  frequent  and  unifor* 
recognition  of  the  validity  of  the  iocorpoiatiooi 
but  I  will  not  fatigue  the  House  with  meouooiof 
but  one  other.  As  recently  as  the  extra  sev^ 
in  1809,  yoQ  authorized  theCommissiooenOitiit 
Sinking  Fund  to  borrow  money  from  thtBm^ 
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tht;  Uoited  States  oa  tbe  ere^it  of  th«  Qovern- 
meot.  If  the  iaebrporatioa  is  iQ?alid<  then  there 
is  DO  corporate  capaoiiy  id  the  prestdeDt  and  di« 
rectcrsjand  thef  have  no  power  to  make  a  con- 
tract to  loan  the  money  of  the  stookholders, 

Theoecessitjr  of  a  bank  to  carry  on  the  opera- 
tioQs  of  the  QoveiriimeQi  seems  to  hare  beea^ad- 
mitted  by  a\\  who  have  spoken  in  opposition  to 
tbe  billon  your  talkie,  am  they  bare  insisted 
thatabaok  created  by  the  Uoited  States  is  not 
necessary,  beeaose  the  State  banks  will  afford  as 
the  same  con? enienetes.  This  admisaion,  in  my 
bumble  conception,  completely  sdrrenders  the 
({oestioa.  If  a  bank  is  necessary,  as  iostromental 
to  gire  effect  to  our  fiscal  concerns,  ought  it  not 
to  be  completely  aoder  oar' direction  ?  Is  xht  in- 
itrament  to  govern  the  hand  that  employs  it^.or 
tbe  band  the  instrument  ?  The  State  banks  sire 
itoder  tbe  cooCt-ol  of  the  Statie  aiitborities,  who 
Duy  permit  them  to  accommodate  08  or  not,  as 
tbey  please.  Can  it  be  serionsly  conceived  that 
this  it  tbe  kind  of  Government  the  people  intended 
to  establish  for  the  /^reat  coneema  of  this  Union, 
wbjch  is  to  be  dependent  on  the  States  for  th^ 
necutioo  of  its  power  ?  It'migbt  as  well  be  con- 
teiHled  that  we  have  no  right  to  appoint  the  eo\-^ 
teeters  of  our  reveoae.  because  those  appointed  by 
the  States  to  coUect  their  taxes  would  answer  an 
tb«  purposes  necessary. 

fiat  the  honorable  member  from  New  York 
(Mr.  PoBTaa)  has  said  that  there  is  nothing  new 
ia  tbe  doctrine  that  we  ahoald  be  dependent  on 
ibe  States  for  the  execution  of  our  measures,  be^ 
cause  the  s^me  principle  appears  on  thd  (ace  of 
the  Coostitiition,  that  the  agency  of  the  States  is 
requisite  in  the  elections  of  Senators,  Represen- 
tatives, sod  Electors.  Was  .this  nrgtunent  even 
ipposite,  I  should,  suppose  it  .a  correct  answer  to 
tay^tbat  the  totentioa  of  those  wh.o  instituted  the 
SorernmenC  was  to  confine  the  ageqcy  of  the 
States  to  the  ease  expressly  slated ;  and  the  pres- 
sot  not  being  oiie  of  them,  oar  own  discretion 
nrasaloneto  M consulted  and  our  mei^na  employed. 
Bot  tbe  argument  has  lio  connexion  with  the  sub* 
ecL  We  are  dependent  upon  the  States  and  die 
leople  for  the  organization  of  the  Gtoverninent  \ 
wr,  irbenever  it  is  oagaataed,  we  are  dependent 
ipon  our  own  means  to  give  effect  to  oar  powers. 
is  well  might  the  honorable  member  have  eonr 
ended  that  we  are  di^ddent  on  the  sheriffs  of 
i^irgiota,  who  hold  the  election)  and  make  the 
eturas.  apd  without  whose  agency  no  repre&en- 
ation  could  exist  from  that  State  on  this  floor. 

Tbe  argument  which  admits  the  necessity  of  a 
anit  for  the  |)ar|K»es  of  this  .Gbvernment,  but 
"^ieh  contests  our  right  to  create  one,  because 
bat  necessity  is  supplied  by  the  State  institutions, 
eads  to  tbe  ver^  extraordinary  conclusion,  that 
^hat  is  unconstitutional  to-day  may  bo  conMitu- 
ioaal  to-mprrow.  If  the  States  shoiild  abolish 
heir  banks,  Qr  prohibit  them  from  accommodn-. 
iog  OS,  we  would  have  tbe  rijpht  to  erect  them 
'urselres ;  hut  so  long  as  -that  is  not  the  case  we 
are  not  the  power.  Can  anything  show  in  a 
tronger  light  the  uteaable  position  which  gen- 
lemeo  occupy,  thaa  th^  neoassity  wiiieh  compels 


t^hem  to  advance  arguinents  which  t will  make 
this  Constitucioi^  (intended  as  tbe  strong  bond  of 
Union,  the  same  at  all  times  ^nd  under  all  cir« 
cumatances)  a  flexible  instrument  to  be  contracted , 
or  ext^ded ;  to  be  feeble  or  strong,  as  the  caprice 
of  Sute  power  may  direct  ?  Call  tbis  what  yoa 
will,  sir,  It  is  in  reality  iu>thing  more  than  the  old 
debilitated,  miserable  system  of  the  Confedera- 
tioD«  That  a  bank  is  necessary  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  national  finances  is  not  only  admit* 
ted  by  the  opponents  of  this  bill,  but  tested  and 
confirmed  by  the  experienceofouier  countries  aa 
well  as  our  own.  Does  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  his  reports  on  this  subject  propose  to 
manage  our  money  concerns  without  the  aid  of 
any  bank,  in  the  event  of  a  dissolution  of  theBanl^ 
of  the  United  States?  Such  an  idea  has  not  en- 
tered into  hisjmagination,  or  that  of  any  other 
hian  Who  has  the  moat  distant  pretension^  to  any 
practical  knowledge  on  the  subject.  Sir.  it  is  t^e 
instrumentality  of  the  Sute  banks  that  inust  and 
is  contemplated  to  be  resorted  to  in  that  evaoi ; 
and  the  Secretary  speaks  and  writes  of  the  sub- 
ject in  that  wav.  That  a  bank  is  ^^^thsolutelr 
neciMsary'*^  I  will  tiot  pretend  to  say.  There  is 
scarcely  anything  effectedbf  human  powtr  whera 
there  isa  physical  irapoesibrlity  to  do  it  but  in  one 
way,  or  but  by  a  single  mean.  The  necessity  of 
which  I  speak  is  this,  that  it  is  more  convenient, 
more  prompt,  inore, certain,  and  less  expensive 
than  any  system  that  can  be  substituted,  to  col- 
lect our  revenqei  to -safely  keep  our  money  ;  to 
piay  OUT  debts ;  to  support  our  Armies  and  Naviea ; 
and-  in  fact,  to  give  effect  to  every , operation  in 
which  mone^r'  is  concerned.  Sir,  even  the  incon.- 
venience  arising  from  the  expense  and  hazard  of 
transmitting  large  sums  of  money  to  distant  parts 
of  the  Union,  when  the  military  or  other  concerna 
of  the  Gk>vefoment  reauire  it,  is  veryHTonsiderahle; 
through  tbe  agency  of  the  bank  it  is  done  without 
one  single  cent  expense,  and  without  any  risk  to 
the  United  States.  The  instrumentality'  of  a 
bank  w'asr deemed  proper  at  tbis  time,  when  the 
fiscal  concerns  of  this  Gover|lmentwerecoia(ipat- 
atively  but  very  limited.  Congress  under  the 
Confederation  found  it  necessary  to  have  the  aid 
of  such  an  institution^  notwithstanding  they  bad 
not  the  power  to  ^  lay  and  collect  taxes^'  and 
that  necessity  gave  birtb  to  the  Bank  of  Korth 
Amieriba.- 

From  the  principles  for  which  I  contend  and 
the  uniform  practice  of  the  Government,  this  in- 
ference ^s'  deducible;  that  wherever  a  power  ie 
given  to  do  an  act  or  to  legislate  upon  a  subject, 
all  tbe  means^  whether -remote  or  direct,  to  ac- 
complish the  obgect  in*  any  manner  deemed  best, 
accoinpany*the  grant.,  If  this  be  correct,  have 
not  Congress  the.  right,  under  the' power  to  *'  bor- 
row money,"  to  a^opt  precautionary  tneasures, 
so  that  a  capacity  to  {end  may  exist,  when  the 
necessity. to  borrow  requires  it?  "To  borrow" 
sums  of  sufficieiyt  magnitude  for  the  exigencies 
of  the  Qdvernment,  in  a-  country  where  there  ia 
very  little  capital  free  from  employment  in  the 
o^dioarv. pursuits  of  life,  may  be  very  difficult, 
luriesa  jtibe  small  surplusses  scalterad  through  eyarf 
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pemlently,  but  taijr  io  Ch«  character  of  bumble 
iDstrumeDts,  to  register  the  will  of  others,  let  us 
not  act  at  all.  I  cdnceire  it  a  doty  equally  im- 
periouSf  from  which  I  have  taken  a  aoleinn  oath 
Dot  to  depart,  to  oppose  the  eneroachmentsof  the 
States,  as  I  do  ii6t  wi^  to  ^encroaeh  oo  them.  It 
is  as  essential  that  we  should  exercise  the  powers 
eoufided  to  us,  uDinfluenced  by  them,  as  it  is  that 
tliey  ahould  exercise  those  reserved  to  them,  with- 
out' being  influenced  by  us.    •    - 

If  it  is  seriously  wished  that  this  |6oternment 
and  this  Union  should  be  preterved,  it  is  tinre 
that  the  spirit  of  encroachment  and  control  asr 
aumed  by  some  of  the  States  should  be  discour- 
aged. If  it  i9  suffered  to  g^ili.  strength  by  our 
compliance  or  acquiescence,  it  will  ultimately 
subvert  that  liberty  and  independence  purchased 
by  the  blood  of  our  best  patriots.  Here  is,  in- 
deed^ a  viper,  much  mpre  deadly  (han  the  one 
fancied  by  the  honorable  member  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Pojit£R,)  which,  if  you  do  not  expel 
irfrom  your  bosom,  will  sorely  sting  you  tothe 
keatt-^strng  you  to-  death.  The  experience  of 
the  two  or  three  last  years  sanctions  the  appre- 
bension  that  the  seeds  of  disunion  will  be  sown 
hjr  the  State  aiilhorities.  There  is  no  well^ 
grounded  fear  that  any  encroachments  by  us  on 
the  States  can  ever  ne  successful;  they  have 
maay  means  to  resist  them;  thefwho  adminis- 
ter the  State  governments  are  comparatively 
mtmeroQs  and  dispersed  through  every  part  of 
the  community ;  hence,  thev  wm  always  be  able 
to  collect  to  themselves  and  to  their  measures  a 
greater  portion  of  popularity  than  we  have  in  our 
pow«r.  The  distance  of  many  parts  from  the 
operations  of  this  Government,  and  the  nature  of 
our  powers,  create  jealousy.  }f  to  these  causes 
are  added  feair  and  imbecility  on  our  part,  the 
bonds  which  unite  us  must  become  every  day 
more  eni^ebled,  until  t|iis  Union  shall  be  dei* 
stroyed.  A  jUnioo  in  which  is  involved  every- 
thing dear  to  freemen,  and  which  I  bad  fondly 
bopjMl  would  endure  to  the  end  of  time. 

The  House  adjourned  without  taking  a  ques* 
tkm  on  the  motion. 


WfiOMEsoAT,  January.  ^3. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Virginia,  Jobm 
Ramoolpb,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat.  ■ 

Mr.  Eppe8,  from  the  CJoaaroittee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  to^ame1ld  ^n  act,  entitled 
**Aa  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  eompedsaiion  of 
clerks^  and  to  regulate  the  laying  out  cettain 
public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes  f  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee.bf  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Moaao  w,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  a. report  on  the  memorial  of  the 
Legtskture  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  referred 
CD  the  seventh  instant ;  which  was  read,  and  the 
resolution  therein  contained  concitrred  in  by  the 
House,  as  follows : 

.  Betohed,  Thai  provision  ought  io  be  made, 
by  law,  for  tKe  sale  of  four  quarter  aectioos  of 
land  in  |be  Indiatta  Territory  to  the  Gommia- 


sloners  appo(iiKed  t6  fi^  the  permanent  seat  of 
Government  therefor,  in  trust,  for  the  use  of  the 
^id  Territory,  at  the  same  price  for  which  other 
public  lands  are  sold.. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poblie 
Lands  do  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolution. 

Mr.  MoBROw,  from  the  same  committee,  tlso 
made  a  report  on  another  {>etition  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Indiana  Territory,  referred  od  the 
twenty-first  instant ;  which  was  read,  and  (he 
resolution  therein  contained  concurred  in  by  the 
House,  as  follows; 

JResolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioaeri 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKec, 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  WilHam  Lam- 
bert, of  Virginia,  presented  the  twenty-serenihof 
December,  1809,  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Messrs.  McKca,  GARuamBR,  Tdbner.  Mrr* 
cBiLt,  and  CtviNOT,  were  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Root,  from  the  Comtnittee  of  Claiios, 
presented  a  billibr  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel William  Dent  Beale ;  which  was  resd  twicf, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Friday  next. 

Mr.'McEiiff  also  presented  a  petition  ofsaodrf 
mechanics,  manufacturers^  and  traders,  of  Balti- 
more, praying  the  retiewai  of  the  United  States'' 
Bank  charter ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.    ' 

The  bill  from  the  Senate^  entitled  "Aa  act  con- 
cerning the  communication,  by  water,  aloDg  the 
Northern  confines  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read  twice,  and  comioitted 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **AQactto 
incorporate  tlie  Union  Bank  of  Oeorgetoim,'^ 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Commitiee 
of  the  Whole  on  the. bill  concerning  the  Banked 
Alexandria. 

Mr.  MiTCHiLL  ofiered  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives the  report  of  the  select  commiuee,  to 
whom  was  referred,  on  the  19th  January,  ISU, 
the  raeoaorial  of  John  Bioren,  W*  John  Daaoe, 
and  R.  C.  Weightman:, 

^  The  memorialists  inlonii  Congtew  that  they  medi- 
tate a  nbw,  metliodtcalt  and  connscted  edition  of  our 
national  lav»  consisting  of,  1.  All  the  poblie  acti  now 
in  foroe^  8.  Tho  decisions  of  the  national  con^s  there- 
on. 8.  Treaties  aiid  conTentiona  with  foreign  nitiov 
and  the  Indian  tribes.  4.  Titles  of  all  the  fUtuttf 
repealed,  obsolete,  and  expired.  5.  More  explicit  ntf- 
ginal  notes  and  references.  6.  Particular  and  geocrti 
indexes  to  the  laws.  7.  A  separate  index  to  the  mat- 
ter contained  in  the  note».  The  whole  to  be  com- 
prised in  fite  volumes  royal  octavo.  > 

<*  For  the  oompletibn  of  this  ardoons  imderitkiiis, 
thej  propose  to  employ  the  best  editorial  and  profef 
aional  means.  » 

**ln  considering  the  present  imperfect  oooditiootf 
our  statute  beok^ts  pleasing  to  lean  that  an  im- 
proved eailion  is  meditated.  By  the  sale  of  the^ 
vmeSrilBaay  beomiMived  thatti^a  poUisfaeis  wiil  1^ 
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MffieMBtijr  lewwM,  in  Um  ordinftry  wi^  tff  bliudneffl. 
But  it'k  alM  believe^t  ^tt  it  will  be  expedient  to  for- 
niih  the  pablie  offleee,  at  least  to  a  certain  eKtisntt  with 
these  improred  copies  for  the  porpoae  of  receiving 
thia  advanilage»  and  of  extending-,  at  the  aame  time,  a 
portion  of  the  public  patronage  to  the  nndeifaking, 
the  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  foliow- 
ing  reeolation : 

"  Xaohoedf  That  the  SeciiBtary  of  State  be  author- 
ised to  subscribe,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  for copies  of  Bioren,  Doane^and  Weight- 
man's  edition  .of  the-  statutes,  treaties,  and  cooTenr 
tiotts :  Pr0mdedf  The  same  shall  be  executed  in  a  cor- 
rect and  faithful  manner,  and  in  a  form  and  of  a  price 
which  he  sbali  approve:  and -that  Congress  wiH,  bj 
Isw,  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  same." 

BANK  OF  THE  UWrrfiB  STATES. 

The  House  resumed  the  -consideration  of  the 
unfioished  business.  The  motion  for .  indcfiite 
postponement  still  under  eoDsidoration.r 

Mr.  Ci^A.wroiiD.-^Mri  Speaker,  a  solemn  im- 
pression of  the  duty  which  I  owe  to  the  public, 
and  more,  particularly  to  that  portion  which  I 
more  inamediately  represent,  can  alone  induce 
me,  awkwardly  circumstanced  as  I  am  from  habit, 
to  come  forward  on  the  pre^nt  occasion ;  or  sup- 
port me  under  the  embarrassment  I  feel,  in  pre- 
somiog  for  the  first  time  to  deliver  my  sentiments 
on  a  question  of  great  national  importance  before 
a  deliberative  assembly,  The  subject  Jiavioi^ 
been  already  ?ery  atnply  examined,  1  shall  coo- 
fine  ray  rematks  to  a  very  few  of  the  roost  pro  mi* 
Dent  principles  connected  with  the  bill.  In  so 
doing,  t  shall  manifest  my  inclination  rather  than 
my  ability  to  perform  my  doty.  Indeed,  after  the 
eloquent  and  conclusive  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  PortebJ  on  the  coo- 
stlcotiontfihy  .of  the  bill  for  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  the  United  States'  Bank,  any  farther 
attempt  to  elucidate  that  part  ofjhe  subject  may 
appear  equally  unnecessary  and  impertinent. 
But  as  some  very  partial  and  indirect  attempts 
have  been  made  to  set  aside  his  argument^  I  re- 
quest your  indulgence,  while  I  endeavor  to  inves- 
tigate the  positions  relied  on  by  his  antagonists 
as  a  means  of  palming  this  counterfeit  again 
upon  the  nation  for  twenty  years  longer. .  If,  in 
this  discuaston,  I  depart  fi'om  the  usual  form  of 
addressing  you,  by  giving  it  somewhat  of  a  col- 
loquial form,  I  must  rely  upon  the  liberality  of 
the  House  for  indulging  so  unusuala  claim  upop 
their  attention. 

As  a  Representative  of  the  people,  then,  1  ns* 
some  what  has  been  called  an  inclusive  power 
to  establish  a  ban  It,  as  incidental  to  the  power 
granted  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts, 
and  excises,  by  the  Constitution,  in  section  8th, 
article  1st,  as  incontrovertible,  in  granting  this 
power,  it  necessarily  follows,  that  l  possess  all 
the  means  necessary  to  carry  such  power  into 
efiTeet.  It  is  left  to  my  dfscretion  to  employ  the 
best  means  which  ofier  for  that  purpose,  'this 
opinion  is  supported  by  article  seventeenth  of  the 
same  section,  whith  empowers  me  to  make  all 
laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for 
carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers. 


and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  Coostitotioa 
in  the  (Government  of  the  United,  States,  or  in 
any  department  thereof.  If,  therefore,  I  consider 
a  Dank  as  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into 
effect  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  it  thence 
becomes  a-  power  j^rowing  out  of  Coiistitutional' 
authority,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  carry  it  into  exe- 
cution. 

Here  I  am  interrupted  by  my  constituent,  who 
objects,  that  I  have  failed  in  the  establishment 
of  my  premises,  and  in  proving  that  a  hank  is 
the  most  suitable  means  to  accomplish  the  end 
•In  yiew.  That  many  other  measures  more  ade- 
quate present  themselves  to  his  mind;  and  if 
taxes,  may  be  collected  by  safer  and  better  means, 
banks  become,  agreeably  to  your  own  doctrine^ 
unnecessary,  and  therefore  Unconstitutional. 

This  objection  I  endeavor  to  surmount,  by  at-- 
legiog  that  banks,  by  furnishing  money,  provide 
the  means  of  purchasing  the  fruits  of  my  indusr 
try;  and  thus,  by  bringing  more  competitors  into 
the  market,  I  am  enabled  to  dispose  of  my  pro- 
ductions wltb  greater  certainty,  #nd  at  a  better 
price.  Hence,  lam  qualified  to  comply  with  the 
demands  of  Government,  without  seriously  suf- 
fering from  the.  pressure  occasioned  by  such  de- 
mand. Banks,  therefore,  affording  more  conve- 
nient means  of  paying  taxes,  become  necessary 
''and  proper  to  their  cculecxion^  and  are  therefore 
Constitutional. 

Here,  again,  my  constituent  objects^  that  those 
who  hold  oanlt  paper  will  not  part  with  it  with- 
out adequate  value,  in  produce  or  other  property. 
If  it  should  so  happen  that  there  shall  be  little  or 
no  demand  for  such  produce,  or  property,  the 
paper  holder  will  either  refuse  to  exchange  his 
paper  therefor,  or  reduce  the  price  in  proportion' 
to  the  unsaleable  or  perishable  nature  of  the  com- 
modities offered.  Nay.  having,  by  his  fictitious 
representative,  nearly  banished  gold  and  silver 
from  the  market,  he  may  feel  disposed  to  take  an 
undue  advantage,  of  this  withdrawn  competi- 
tion ;  and  thus  farther  diminish  or  destroy  the 
capacity  to  comply  with  the  public  demands. 
Banksj  therefore^  aflbrd  only  a  problematical  re- 
source on  which  to  rely  for  the  payment  of  taxes. 
They  are  themselves  the  effect,  and  not  the 
cause,  of  increased  commercial  prosperity.  The. 
consumption  of,  and  Remand  for,  the  articles  pro-, 
duced,  furnish  the  true  means  of  meeting  all  de- 
mands, by  the  equivalent  given  for  such  produc* 
'tions.  Bank  paper  stands,  by  agreement,  as  the 
sign  only  of  such  equivalent^  and  not  as  the  thing 
signffied,  and  possessed  of  intrinsic  value.  The 
thing  signified  is,  therefore,  alone  essential  to  the' 
payment  of  taxes.  This  is  the  result  of  my  la- 
bor, or  of  such  articles  as  that  labor  has  oeea 
exchanged  for.  While  there  is  a  demand  for  the 
products  of  my  labor,  there  will  he  no  deficiency 
of  means  to  pay  taxes.  '  If  this  demand  ceases, 
bank  paper  will  not  relieve  my  distress.  Banks 
afford,  therefore,  only  a  conditional,  and  not  an 
absointe  means,  to  favor  the  laying  and  collect- 
ing of  taxes.  They  are  not  the  best  which. offer 
as  necessary  and  proper,  and  ar^,  consequen^y,' 
not  Constitutional.    This  argument  may  be  morft 
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.:«l/DDgI]r  enforced  by  tra<HDg  it  thLToogh  its  rari- 
.Am%  relations  and  tendencies.    The  Ccmstitution 
prohibits  the  State  Legislatures  from  m^kiBg 
;  anything  save  gold  or  sil  ver  a  legal  tender.  Hence 
you  may  infer  that 'Congress  possesses  the  power 
'to  establish  a  Bank,  and  make  its  paper  %  legal 
tender.    For,  if  they  possess  a  power  to  establish 
^a  bank,  as  a  means  for  the  laying  and  collecting 
tpxes,  thev  roust  also  possess  the  means  of  mak« 
ting  such  bank  paper  efficient.    If  they  possess  a 
.power  to  make  bank  paper  a  legal  tender,  to  sup« 
|>ort  the  institution  of  a  bank^  they  possess  like- 
wise the  means  of  enforcrng  this  power.    The 
best  means  of  enforcing  this  power  is  a  standing 

army. 

Congress,  therefoTCj  according  to  your  doctrine, 
possesses  the  power,  in  the  last  resort,  to  compel, 
us,  at  the  point  of  th'e  bayonet,  to  receive  their 
bank  paper,  as  a  le^l  tender ;  that  ihey  niay  give 
facility  to  the  laying  and  collecting,  of  taxes. 
Such  are  the  dangerous  conclusions  to  which  the 
admission  of  such  arbitrary  doctrines  necessarily 
teadi — doctrines,  lo  whicn,  I  trust,  we  will  nei* 
Cher  of  us  submit,  while  life  jremains.    But  I  will 
cow  endeavor  to  show  that  you  possess  no  Con- 
stitutional authority  toenforce  such  tyrannical  doc- 
trines.   In  article  tenth,  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution, the  doctrine  is  expressly  laid  down^  that, 
<Hlie  powers  not  delegated  by  the  Constitution  to 
•'  the  United  States,  no^  prohibited  by  it  to  t&e 
*  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respei^tively  or 
'  to  the  people.''    Bvti  the  power  to  erect  banxa  is 
no  where  prohibited,  by  the  Constitution,  to  the 
States;  it  is  therefore  reserved  by  it  to  the  States 
respectively,  or  to  the  people.    Congress  there-, 
fore  cannot  usurp  this  power  over  the  States,  so 
explicitly  and  expressly  reserved,  without  a  fla- 
grant violation  of  this  (not  an  interpolation  as  it 
has  been  jesuitically  styled,  but)  integral  part  of 
the  Constitution.    This  opinion  js  confirmed  by 
article  ninth,  amendments  to  the,  Constitution, 
which  declares,  that  the  enumeration  in  the  Con 
•  stitution  of  certain  rights  shall  not  be  construed 
to  deny,  or, disparage,  others  retained  by  the  peo- 
ple.   But  the  people  have  retained  the  right  to 
establish  banks— for  all  banks  not  delegated  to 
the  people,or  prohibited  to  the  States,  are  reserved 
to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people.    The 
Stales  and  the  people  have  exercised  this  right. 
Their  power  to  do  so  has  never  beea  questioned. 
Every  attempt  to  exercise  this  power,  on  thepatt 
of  Congress,  is  an  encroachment  on  tma  right — is 
a  denial  or  disparagement  thereof;  and  becomes 
thence   a  violation  of  the  Constitution.    The 
States  are  prohibited  from  making  anything  but 
gold  and  silver  a  legal  tender,    l^ey  possess  an 
unquestionable  right  to  erect  banks-— but  they' 
cannot  make  their  paper  a  legai  tender.    If  Con- 
cress  possesses  the  power  to  create  a  National 
Bank,  they  are  not  prohibited  from'  making  its 
paper  a  legal  tender.    This  silence  may  be  con- 
strued into  a  power  of  giving  legality  to  their  pa- 
per, by  piaking  it  a  tetid^r.    It  may  thus  be  exer- 
cised so  as  to  construe  their  right  into  a  denial  or 
disparagement  of  the  rights  retained  by  the  people. 
If  any  doubts  still  remain  respecting  your  want 


of  ConsiitutionfL  aotbority4o  create  a  Maliontl 
Bank,  I  will  proceed  to  satisfy  you  that  yoa  are 
clothed  with  ho  such  dangerotia  power. 

By  the  Constitution  you  are  merelr  the  aer- 
vaota  of  the  people,  acting  under  a  specific  pomr 
of  delegated  trust.  Tou  are  strictly  limited  to 
the  powers  therein  delegated,  or  to  such  ipcidental 
powers,  as  are  necessary  and  proper  to  carrf  into 
execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and  ail  other 
powers  vested  hy  this  Constitution  in  the  Gorero- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  departmeDt 
or  office  thereof;  ihat  is,  you  shall  possess  all  the 
means  necessary  and  proper,  provided  the  powers 
vested  in  you  by  the  Constitution  cannot  beat* 
ried  into  effect  without  such  means;  or  vbere 
your  power  to  use  such  means  is  not  doubtful  of 
limited.  In  article  fiflh  of  the  ConstitutioD  we 
are  instructed,  that — 

*<  The  Congress*  whenever  two-tkiids  of  both  Hobki 
fthfill  deem  it  neceasaiy,  shall  prc^ose  sBiSndmeoii  to 
the  Constitution,  or,  on  the  application  of  the  Legiiii- 
tures  of  two-thirds  of  the  several  States,  shall  caB  a 
convention  fyr  proposing  amendments^  which  in  eitkr 
esse  shall  be  vslid  to  all  intents  snd  purposes,  u  put 
of  this  Constitution,  when  ratified  bj  three-foonhi  of 
the  several  States,  or  bj  contentions  in  threo  ptfb 
thereof,  ss  the  one  or  the' other  mode  of  ratificatioD  may 
be  proposed  by  the  Congress,  provided  that  so  amend- 
ment which  may  be  made  prior  to  the  year  one  tltoo* 
sand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  shall  in  any  naoDflr 
sflect  the  first  and  fourth  dsases  in  the  nintb  secffw 
of  the  first  article,  snd  that  no  Stste,  witKtnit  itB  eon- 
sent,  shall  be  deprived  of  its  eqaal  ^J&mgs  m  HwSeflale.'' 

If  the  States  an^  the  people  were  so  exiietnely 
cautious  and  guarded  in  procuring  anrtineDii' 
ment  to  the  Constitution,  will  they  calmly  wit- 
^ness  a  sacrilegious,  infraction  of  its  most  sacred 
principles  ?  Will  they  permit  you,  by  a  eonstroe* 
tlve  power,  to  create  riffhts  which  deny  or  dispar- 
age those  which  they  have  expressly  reserTedio 
themselves  ? .  Have  they  not  ordered  yoa,  wbea- 
ever  your  powers  are  doubtful,  defective  or  Hoi- 
ited,  to  apply  to  them  for  the  remedy  1  Have 
thev  not  explicitlv.provided  the  manner  in  whicb 
such  remedy  shall  be  applied  ?  They  bare  not 
permitted  you  to  cut  and  carve  for  yoorseUes. 
A  power  is  ffiveo  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duiioi 
imposts,  and  excises.  Yoa  shall  have  eollectois 
and  excise  oflicers as  ioeidental  to  their  esecutioa; 
yon  ace  to  provide  the  safest  deposites  for  thea 
within  your  Constitutional  reach ;  you  must  pre- 
serve them  under  your  perpetual  control  bjr  co»r 
tract ;  you  will  be  allowed  stationei^y,  store  room, 
and  house  rent^  with  every  other  essential  accom- 
modation; but  as  we  have  reserved  the  power  of 
creating  banks  to  the  States  or  to  ourselves,  jfo^' 
can  claim  no  Constitutional  power  over  titeni} 
unless  within  the  district  orer  which  we  bave 
given  you  exclusive  legislation:  and  this  power 
you  are  invested  with  merely  as  le|(islstors  for 
that  district,  and  not  in  your  capacity  of  Kepre* 
sentatives  of  the  States  respectively,  or  of  u< 
people. 

But  you  conclude  that  the  question  of  coasU' 
tutionaliiy  is  settled  by  precedent^  acquiesced  tf 
by  all  the  constituted  au.thorities  for  twefi<y  yean- 
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Soeh  a  conclusibil  fa^ts  will  not  joalrff .  It  \%  a 
most  dsntrerous  doctrine;  it  is  an  abandonment 
of  the  State  sovereignties,  who  haire  for  twenty 
years  practically  opposed  and  denied  such  doc- 
trine. Morethan  toree-fourt^hs  of  the  Slates  have, 
for  a  large  portioa  of  that  period^  been  in  the  prac-^ 
tice  of  establishing  banks  within  their  respective 
State  sovereignties.'  If  they  bad  divested  them-* 
selves  of  this  sovereignty,  by  a  delegation  of  siieh 
power  to  the  United  States,  ibey  would  ^ever 
Lave  dared  to  exercise  such  a  flagrant. usorpation 
of  power*  Congress  could  not,  wiihpat  violating 
their  oaths,have  permitted  this  usurpation  of  their 
delegated  autborities.  Upon  all  other  occasions 
they  have  been  aufficiehtly  jealous  of  the  en- 
croachment of  State  authorities.  Can  it.be  im» 
agined  that  tbey  would  have  wilnesaed  auefa  a 
daring  and  dangerous  innovation,  if  such  powers 
bad  been.n'nequi  vocally  delegated  ?  On  a  subject 
of  such  magnitude,  no  one  can  believe  such  im- 
probable suppositions.  But  it  is  all-important  to 
the  peace,  safety,  and  happiness  of  the  Union,  that 
this  subject  be  fully  ana  fairly  met ;  that  ic  may 
beset  for  ever  at  rest.  It  is  a  subject  on  which 
we  cannot  aappose.the  Constitution  was  inten* 
tiooaUy  silent;  provided  (he  power  was  intended 
to  be  given  by  tne  States.  It  is  one  in  the  exer- 
cise of  which  collision  would  most  frequently 
occar.  The  power  would  therefore  be  expressly 
gi^^Ji^  expressly  reserved ;  or,  an  agreement  made 
to  share  it  mutually.  If  any  such  agreement 
exists,  it  moat,  from  the  iMcessity^of  the  e«se^  be 
specific,  express,  and  iicenralely  defined  and  lim- 
ited. Nosoeh  compact  exists  in  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  Upon  this  subject  there  is 
therefore  only  one  alternative.  The  powers  fa 
either  expressly  given  or  .reserved.  It  i$  of  too 
imperious  a  nature  to  be  sought  For  by  implication, 
inclusion,  or  as  an  incidental  means  to  carry  any 
other  power  into  effect.  It  h^  never  been  con- 
tendecf  that  any  such  power  is  expressly  given  by 
the  Constitution*  If  it  had  ever  been  parted 
witb,it  was  nil-important  that  it  should  have  been 
parted  with  expressly.  If  it  has  been  parted  with. 
It  can  be  shown.  If  it  can  be  showny  it  requires 
no  casaistry  to  support  it  Casuistry  may  involve 
aod  obscure,  it  can  but  seldom  enlighten  its  sub* 
ject. 

The  sole  power  civen  to  the  Unifed  States, 
to  coin  money.,  regulate  commerce,  or  tnake.  war, 
has  never  been  questioned.  Upon  tbese  subjects 
DO  State  has  ever  3hown  a  disposiition  to  interfere, 
either  with  the  povrers,  or  the  means  necessary 
to  carry  tbese  powers  into  effect  No  similar  del- 
egation of  power  on  the  subject  of  banking  can 
be  shown.  It  is  therefore  expressly,  reserved. 
For  if  it  has  not  been  so  reserved,  the  iodLviJual' 
8utes  have^  mpst  of , them,  been  in  the  daily  usur- 
pation of  a  power  which  did  not  of  right  belong 
to  them;  wnich  of  right  belonged  to  another,  for 
nearly  twenty  years.  But  if  they  have  been  in 
the  exercise  of  a  legitimate  authority,  then  have 
the  United  States  been  exercising  a  dangerous  and 
arbitrary  usurpation  of  power,  never  delegated— 
expressly  reserved,and  practically  denied  and  op- 
posed by  the  States,  daring  the  whole  of  ih^t 


period.  Those  wha  advoeate  thd  power  of  the 
United  States  over  this  subject  must  yield  Jhe 
sovereignty  of  the  individual  States.^  They  must 
show  this  yielding  of  sovereignty,  otherwise  their 
power  is- a  usorpation.  They  have  notshowa.. 
any  such  delegation  of  Sovereignty  by  the  States. 
Tbey  never  can  show  it,  in  this  Conslituttonal 
instrument.  .It-is  therein  expressly  reserved.  For, 
^  the  powers  not  delegated  to  ihe  United  States  by 

*  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited   by  it  to  the 
<  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States. respectively,  or 

*  to  the  "people." 

Cfbliged  thus  to  abandon  my  Cooatitutional  po- 
sition, 1  endeavored  to  rally  my  scattered  forces,  on. 
the  extensive  field  of  expediency-^ I  expatiated-  on 
the  immense  advantages  resulting  from  a  com« 
mob  circulating  medium,  the,  facilities  afforded 
thereby  to  our  fiscal  and  commercial  relations, 
and  the  stimulus  given  to  industry  by  a  large  for- 
ei^  capital;    My  constituent  suddenly  arrested 
my  progress,  by  observing,  that  it  appeared  idle 
to  consume  our  time  in  castle-fouilding,  while  we 
possessed  neither  tbe  powei*  nor  the  materials, 
to  erect  (hem.    For,  when  the  Constitutional  au- 
thority is  denied,  no  expediency  can  justify  such  ' 
an  assumption  o(  power.  'Such  an  assumption 
would,  if  acquiesced,  in,  break  dowil  all  the 
mounos  raised  by  tbe  people  ibr  their  protection 
against  the  lawless  encroachments  of  power.    It 
would  remove  those  landmarks,  sec  up  by  them 
for  th<!ir  guide;  and  wheneversuch  encroachmenta 
would  1;^  atiempted,  expose  them  a  defenceless 
.  prey  to  their  enemies.    I  wiil^  however,  offer  a 
tew  observationa  on  .Che  subjeet  of  expediency ; 
and  hope  to  shaw  you  that,  even  on  that. ground, 
you- are  exposed  to  defeat.    As  to  the  fiscal  ope- 
rations of  the  country j  they -may  be  readily  and 
safely  conducted  through  less  dangerous  chan- 
nels; by  a  different  modification  of  means,  withia 
Conatitutioaal  reach.    A  large  foreign  capital  is 
equally, susceptible  of  being  injuriously,  as  of  be- 
ing beneficially  employed.    We  bad^tt^r  remain 
unemployed,  than  use  means  to  promote  industry 
which  may  only  place  us  more  completely  at  tbe 
discretion  of  foreign  Powers ;  by  giving  tbem  the 
discretion,  of,  and  command  over,  our  industry. 
It  cannot  be  questioned^  that  the  large  foreign 
capital  in  our  country  has  been  highly  instru- 
mental in  dektging  our  couairy  with  unneces- 
sary and  extravagant  articles  of  foreign  growth 
ana  manufacture.    These  foreign  gewgaws  have 
nearly  destroyed  our  economical  and  simple  hab- 
its, as  an  agricultural  people;  and  rendered  us 
tributary  to  thosaforeren  Powers,  whosemeretri- 
cious  arts  have  inveigled  usintosuch  prodigal 
consumption  of  their  commodities.    The  same 
funds  have  been  employed  to  retard  our  progress 
in  manufacturing  for  ourselv(>s-^lest  we  should 
become  in  reality  independent^  and  disobedient 
to  our  ta^k-masteis;' whose,  artful  -policy  has 
nearly  banished  gold  and  silver,  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  their  fictitious  capital,  that  rhe^  might 
thu$  disarm  our  en^gies — if  the  expiring  em- 
bers of  ^personal  liberty  or  nptioaal  independence 
should  again-  rekindle,  and  nerve  ou'r  arms  and 
animate  our  hearts  against  every  iasidibiisor  per- 
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fidiotti  etteroachment  upon  the  dearest  rights  of 
freemen. 

Agtin,  I  endeavored  to  arrest  tbe  glowing  pro* 
grass  of  m]r  constituent,  by  directing  his  atten- 
tion to  the  namerous  memorials  on  oar  table ; 
painting,  in  fascinating  colors,  the  beneficial  op- 
entions  of  this  insritqtion  on  our  country,  atid 
ita  GoFernment :  and,  shading  the  baeic  ground 
of  the  picture  in  sombre  colors,  wHh  the  ruin 
which  a  refusal  to  re-charter  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Stales  must  bring  down  son  the  devoted 
heads  of  our  State  banks,  and  our  commercial 
cittea^— and  which  threatens  to  extend  its  desola- 
tions to  every  description  of  our  ciiixens. 

What,  my  friend  !  exclaimed  my  constittient, 
have  these  basilisks  so  fascinated  you,  by  their 
le^rdemain  artifices,  as  to  deprive  you  of  the 
evidence  of  your  senses?  Have  you  not,  from 
the  same  description  of  people,  numerous  repre- 
sentations, which  beast  a  redundant  capital  ?  So 
redundant  as  to  induce  them  to  vest  their  super- 
fluity of  wealth  in  speculations  upon  British 
manufaetnres,  and  other  articles  of  British  com- 
merce, by  anticipated  remittances?  Is  it  un- 
reasonable to  trace  these  contradictory  stateitieiitB 
to  tbe  same  impure  source-?*  May  i^ot  .this  redun- 
dant wealth  consist -of  national  or  meccanDile 
depoaitCR,  in  tiie  National  Bank,  granted  to  such 
special  friends  as  trade  in  British'  oomnioditles, 
to  favor  their  immense  .importations,  and  de- 
stroy  our  infant  mairafaetures,  that  they  may 
shackle  our  eommerce  in  foreign  fetters?  May 
not  the  fictitious-capital  of  the  same  instittftlon 
be  employed  to  coerce  American  citizens-^the 
friends  oi  American  prosperity  and  independence 
— ^iato  a  renewal  of  their  favorite  bank  charter? 
To  this  rational  Solution  of  memorials  so  con- 
tradictory in  their  nature,  I  coald  offer  no  satis- 
factory reply— I  gave  up  the  cause  as  hopelesii, 
on  American  ground.  As  an  American  citizen, 
I  can  never  yield  my  assent  to  a  measure,  so  ap- 
parently fH^gnaot  with  mischief  to 'the  rights 
and  lineniea  of  my  constituents.  I  cannot  thus 
betray  the  confidence  reposed  in  me  as  a  ^repre* 
sentatif e  of  the  American  people,  br  violate  the 
oath  which -I  have  taken  to  support  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  Sutes. 

Mr.  Garland  said  he  was  sensible  of  the  anxi- 
ety of  the  House  on  all  sides  to  take  this  ques- 
tion^ and  it  was  with  extreme  reluctance  that  he 
now  trespassed  on  any  portion  of  their  time ;  but, 
as  he  should  probably  on  thij  question  give  a  vote 
different  from  that  of  most  of  his  colleagues  and 
many  of  his  political  friends,  with  whom'  he  had 
been  accustomed  to  act,  ha  trusted  that  he  sliould 
stand  excused  for  the  small  portion  of  time  that 
he  designed  to  occupy.  In  the  view,  said  he, 
which  1  intend  to  take  of  this  subject,  it  is  not 
my  intention  to  go  into  a  critical  examination  of 
the  Constitutional  ground  on  which  it  i^  con- 
ceived this  subject  rests.  I  nm  willing  to  believe 
that  those  who  made  the  Constitution  understood 
it  in  all  its  bearings,  and  the  spirit  in  which  it 
was  adopted;  and  as  many  of  the  persons  who 
were  members  of  the  Convention  were  in  Con: 
gress  in  1791,  wheo  the  charter  of  tbe  Bank  of 


the  United  States  was  granted,  I  cahoot  be  so 
uncharitable  as  to  believe  that  they  would  hire 
been  the  first  to  violate  it>  eacred  priociplci.  I 
am  willing  to  believe  that  they  possessed  ta  ratieh 
understandingand  patriotism  as  we  do,  and,  tbm- 
fore,  believe  that  they  would  not  have  been  the 
fitst  to  violate  the  sacred  principles  of  that  io* 
strumenr.  In  this  opinion  I  am  stronglf  sup- 
ported by  the  conduct  of  the  different  States,  ibe 
most»  of  whom  have  passed  laws  for  pQoishiog, 
and  have  consigned  to  inaprtsonment  the  cooo- 
terfeiters  of  ^he  notes  of  thi^  bank.  I  presaoe 
it  will  not  now  be  contended  that  all  the  Stales 
have  united  hi  cafryinginto  execution  an  uoeoa* 
stitutlonal  law,  and  thtit  the  United  States  bare, 
at  different,  times^  and  under  different  AdmiDis- 
trations,  recognised  its  legality  and  enforced  iu 
principles  for  nearly  twenty  years.  It  doo  ap- 
pear to  me,'  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  uniform  seqoi- 
escenoe  of  the  country  in  a  measure  for  sQch  a 
length  of  time,  should  put  tbe  Constitatiooal 
question  at  rest,  and,  for  the  sake  of  somethio; 
like  stability  in  our  proceedings,  this' should  be 
considered  as  an  adjudicated  case,  in  which  tbe 
law  and  Constitution  seem  to  have  been  seiiM 
by  universal  consent.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will 
call  your  attention  for  a  single  moment  to  tbe 
eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  CoDsti- 
lution  of  the  United  States.  It  will  there  be 
foond  that  **  Congress  shall  have  power  to  Jaf 

*  and  collect  taxes,  dBties,  imposts,  ^nd  exeiws,  to 

*  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  geaeni  wel- 
\  fare  of  the  United  Slates,  and  to  pass  all  laws 
»  which  are  necessary  and  proper  for  cirryisg 
^  the  forc^ing  powers  into  execution."  I  shall 
attempt  to  show  from  riiis  clause  in  the  Coosti* 
tution  that  Congress  have  ample  power  to  pas 
the  bill  for  extending  the  charter  of  the  Uoited 
States*  Bank,  and  this  I  expect  to  do,  wiihoot 
calling  in  the  aid  of  the  general  grant  of  powers 
as  contained  in  the  Constitution — from  which 
some  gentlemen  seem  to  turn  with  such  disgu»i- 
and  rn  discussing  this  point,  I  shall  attempt  to 
reason  on  things  ah  they  now  exist.  Coo^ress 
have  imposed  duties  and  imposts,  which,  from 
their  nature,  must  be  collected  in  the  dtSereot 
States.  Then,  connected  with  the  rieht  or  lay- 
ing is  tbe  jright  of  collecting,  and  with  the  right 
of  collecting  is  that  of  deposKe  and  traosmisaioo, 
in  that  manner  which  is  best  calculated  to  carrf 
on  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Govern  men  t;  and 
the  proper  ipqulry  for  this  House  is,HuwcaD 
these  objects  be  best  effected  ?  Will  not  a  baolr 
be  ipoht  desirable,  on  many  accounts,  and  one,  the 
paper  of  which  sltall  be  well  known  and  well  ci> 
culated  throughout  the  United  States?  Tfaisbaoi 
will  receive  your  money  and  transmit  it  loaoy 
part  of  the  United  States  where  it  mav  be  waDt<» 
at  the  risk  and  'expense  of  fhe  bank.  Bf  this 
means,  the  expense  of  collection  will'  be  lessened, 
and  the  money  transmitted  to  any  part  of  tbe 
United  States,  so  as  to  enable  the  Grovernmeot  to 
pay  the  debts'  aod  provide  for  the  general  wel- 
fare. In  this  point  of  vi^w  I  coosider  the  baoc 
necessarv  end  proper ;  and  if  it  be  necessary  and 
proper,  theii  the  plain  language  of  the  Constits* 
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tioD  18  satis6€d,  nnd  is  not  dude  to  depend  on  be- 
ing nbsolntely  neceseary,  ae.  gentJeyraen  seem  to 
arsue.  And  whether  this  is  daoe  by  one  indivJd« 
nal,  or  by  the  incorporating' of  a  number  of  indi-. 
Tiduals,  is  not  material  oo  the  present  question, 
onW  as  it  relates  to  efifeoting  the  dbjeict,  and  that 
vill  be  best  effected  by  tl^  incofporatioa  of  a 
naoiber  of  iodividnals,  extending  their  ofl^es  of 
discount  and  deposite  from  one  end  of  the  United 
States  to  the  other,  all  linked  together  by  com* 
mon  interest  «nd  duty. 

But  some  gentlemen  say  that  this  will  be  a 
corporation,  and  that  all  corporations  are  an^i<« 
Republican.  This  is  a  naked  assertion,  and  is 
unsupported  by  any  kind  of  evidence.  The  pro- 
priety €ff  granting  acts  of  incorporation  is  made 
CO  depend  on  the  object  to  be  accomplished  there- 
by ;  nnd.  to  my  vieWy-repQblicianism  bas  nothing 
to  do  with  the  present  question.  This  is  only  the 
means  necessary  t6  carry  into  effect  one  or  the 
specific  grants  of  power  contained,  in  the  Con- 
stitntion.  But  it  has  oAen  appeared  to  me  that 
the  word  "republicanism"  is  .used  in  this  House 
as  a  kind  of  watchword^  without  any  appropri- 
ate meaning  or  apj^lication  tQ  the  subject  under 
coosi deration,  and  ita  this  case  it  seems  to  be  ad-, 
dresseil  to  the  feelings  of  meipb^rs  more  than  to 
their  jodgments.  Btil.  sir,  will  it  be  said  that  to 
celle^t  and  transmit  tne  reyenUeof  the  United 
States  free  of  expense  is  an  anti-republican  meas- 
ure ?  I  presume  not.  Is  anf  man^s  rtffhts  in- 
raded,  or  are  the  great  principles  of  equal  liberty 
destroyed  ?  I  presume  not.  Then  what  can  re- 
publicanism or  anti-republicanism  have  to  do 
-with  the  present  qnestipn  ?  Ic  does  appear  to  me 
that  it  can  have  nothing. 

But,  gentlemen  say,  they  can  furnish  us  with  a 
substitute  to  carry  on  the  fi^scal  operations  of  Gor- 
emmeat*  And  what  i»  that?  One  gentleman 
tells  OS  to  collect  the  revenue  in  specie  and  ship 
coastwise;  and  another  tells  us  that  the  State 
bank  paper  will<  answer  all  the  purposes  of  the 
Q.jvernment,  and  that  the  State  banks  will  be 
safe  places  of  depos»ite  for  your  revenue.  But 
have  not  these  gentlemen  furnisned  you  with 
strong  arguments  against  both  of  these  plans? 
They  tell  you  that  you  tk&id  not  be  under  any 
apprehension  of  the  specie  being  carried  out  of 
the  country ;  that  the  rbk  would  be  so-great  that 
DO  man  in  his  .senses  would  attempt  it,  and,  not- 
withstanding they  recommend  it  to  this  Hpuse  as 
a  course  to  be  pursued  by  the  Qovernment.  They 
also  tell  you  tnat  State  banks  are  not  to  be  trust- 
ed ;  that  they  c^ry  on  a  kind  of  licensed  fraud, 
and  issue  their*  notes  to  a  large  amouot  wilhont 
having  any  specie  in  their  vaults.  If  this  be 
true,  then,  I  presume  that  they  would  be  very 
improper  places  for  the  reception  and  safa*keen- 
ing  of  the  public  revenue,  aod^  therefore,  should 
not  be  resorted  to.  And  this  is  not  the  only  ob> 
jection  to  State  banks.  Their  paper  will  not  cir- 
culate generally  throughout  the  United  States; 
there  will  be  a  different  value  stamped  uppnit  in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  and  it  might  well 
be  refused  by  the  creditors  of  the  Government, 
la  addition  to  this,- they  do  not  form  and  keep  up 


that  -chain  of  coanexiea  throi^ihont  thb  United 
States  that  would^  enable  them  to  transmit  the 
money  to  .such  places  as  the  demands  on  the 
Government  might  require. 

Then,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  put  down,  (a  measure  which  I  con- 
sider almost  certain,)  your  revenue  will  be  pay-  • 
able  in  specie,  and  nothing  else  can.be  received 
agreeable  to  the  existing  laws  of  the  lend.  And 
have  gentlemen  given  themtelves  rime  to  consider 
where  this  specie'  is  to  come  from  ?  Have  they 
reflected  that,  from  the  best  data  on  which  we. 
can  form  a  calculation,  there  are  less  than  twenty 
millions  of  dollars  in  Actual  specie  in  the  United 
States;  a. sum  not  more  than  soffieteot  to  meet 
the  demand  of  the  Government  in  one  year  of  < 
commercial  prosperity,  even  if  it  was  in  your 
power  tp  unlock  the  chest  of  every  miser,  and  to 
bring  into  circulation  every  cent  of  actual  specie 
now  in  the  United  States?  And  this,  you  w^H 
know,  will  not  be  in  your  power.  And" was  it  m 
Voilr  power  to  bring  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
united  Statee  the  whole  amount  of  specie  now 
in  the  country,  and  in  that  way  were  you  able  to 
dischftrgc  the  aemandsof  the  Cfovernment  for  one 
year^  ,what  wiU  then  be  left  to  give  currency  to 
the  bank  paper  as  a  circuiaiting  medium  in  the 
country?  To  give  currency  to  bank  paper,  it 
must  carry  with  it  a  belief,  at  least,  that  there  is, 
in  the  vaults  jof  the  bank  from  which  the  paper 
issues,  a  sufficiency  of  actual  specie  to  reader  to  < 
you  a  dollar  in  specie  for  every  doUar  in  paper 
which  you  return  Ihem.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  this 
impression  cannot  be -made  in  the  present  state  of 
things.  It  will  very  soon  be  known  that  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  has  gathered  in ta 
its  vaults  all  .the  actoal  specie  in  the  country. 
This  being  the  case,  there  can  be  no  specie  in  the 
vaults  of  the  bank.  Of  course,  the  paper  will 
cease  to  circulate,  or,  if  ^t  circulates  at  alt,  it  will 
be  at  a  rat?  below  its  nominal  value. 

But,  sir,  will  those  gentleman  who  advocate  the 
doctrine  that  State  bank  paper  shall  be  receivable, 
in  discharge  of  the  revenue  tell  me  who  is  to  mMce 
the  selection  from  amongst  the  banks ;  whose  pa- 
per is  to  be  received  3  Do  they  mean  to  throw 
the  responsibility  from  their  own  shoulders  oa- 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  make  him- 
individually  liable  in  case  the  bank  should  fail? 
1  presume  not.  This  would  be  an  unrealsonable 
responsibility*  And  if  this  is  not  the  case,  the 
public  revenues  will  be  exposed  to  great  risk,  and 
frequent  losses  Will  be  the  certain  consequenee. 
In  addition  to  this  objection;  if  the  ^^retary  of 
the  Treasury  is  to  be  Teft^at  his  own  discretion  to 
take  such  Slate  bank  paper  as  may  suit  his  mere 
will  and.  pleasure,  without  any  individual  liabil* 
ity,  do  you  not  at  once  give  him  a  decided  control 
over  all  the  moneyed  institntions  of  the  country, 
aod  an  influence  greater  than  what  is  possessed 
by  all  the  rest  of  the  Government  besides,  and 
that  at  the  risk  of  the  loss  of  the  revenues  of  the 
United  States?  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  I 
have  the  highest  confidence  in  the  integrity  and 
talents  of  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
but  we  do  not  know  how  iqag  he  ipay  bold  thfit 
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offide,  and  w«  know  not  "who  mnf  be  fats  sqccm- 
sor  \  and  if  there  was  a  cerfieintjr  tfant  he  wonld 
continue  to  ndmioitter  the  fiscal  eoncerpe  of  the 
Government,  still,  I  contend  that  it  would  be  un- 
wise and  unsafe  to  place  so  much  power  and 
influence  in  the  hands  of  anjr  officer  of  the  Gbv- 
ernment  that  is  so  fkr  remored  from  the  people, 
and  to  whom  be  feels  no  kind  of  responsibility. 

Bot,  sir,  if  the  Gofernment  refuses  to  receive 
Stale  bank  paper,  as  I  presume  they  Wilt,  then 
it  most  depredate,  apd  will  no  lon^r  be  a  circu- 
lating medium  in  the  country  at .  its  nominal 
taUe.  We  shall  then  witless  the  strange  pheno- 
i»enoo  of  a  country,  with  an  export  trade  worlb 
upwards  of  seventy  millions  of  dollars  annuaQy, 
without  one  single  cent  in  circulation  that  will  be 
a  tender  in  the  payment  of  debts  or  receivable  in 
the  purchase  of  produce  at  its  nominal  value. 
How  far  this  will  comport  with  the  interest  of 
this  nation  is  for  those  to  determine  who  preside 
over  iu  concerns.  It  has  always  been  my  opin- 
ion that  the  true  intterest  of  a  nation  consisted  in 
her  having  a  circulating  medium  at  least  equal 
to  her  export  trade  and  one  yeeir's  revenue;  and,  if 
she  did  not  possess  that  in  actual  spec ie<  it  should 
be  the  wisdom  of.  Government  to  create  an  arti- 
ficial capital  equal  to  those  objects—and  that  it 
should  be  so  secured  as  to  possess  the  confidence 
of  the  nation.  Without  this  circujsting  medium, 
the  spirit  of  industry  will  be  checked,  a$[ricuU 
Cure  will  no  longer  flourish,  and  a  universal  stop- 
page of  payment  must  take  place.  I  hope  gen- 
tlen^en  will  a^  least  take  time  to  reflect  before 
thev  draw  down  on  their  country  those  direful 
evils,  and  will  not  suffer  their  minds  to  be  occu- 
pied too  much  by  party  feelings,  which  in  my 
opinion. have  nothing  to  do  with  the  present 
question.  But  some  gentlemen  seem  prepared 
to  denounce  every  man  who  does  not  give  his 
negative  to  the  hill  under.oonsideration.  Sir,  con* 
siderations  of  this  kind  will  h^ve  but  little  weight 
with  me.  I  know  no  party  but  the  people;  I 
know  no  interest  bot  the  public  welfare;  and  I- 
sfiaU,  on  this  and  all  other  <|nestions,  which  are 
presented  for  my  decision,  give  such  a  vote  as  in 
ray  judgment  is  best  calculated  to  promou  these 
great  objects;,  and  if  I  err.  I  shall  have  the  con- 
solation that  I  have  independently  exercised  my 
best  understanding  and  that  I  ^ave  noi  been  the 
blind  follower  of  any  political  party. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  take  gentlemen  on 
their  own  ground  for  a  moment,  end  see  how 
this  measure  will  operate.  They  say  that  the 
Bute  banks  will  go  on  to  issue  their  paper  and  it 
will  continue  to  circulate  as  usual ;  but.  sir,  let 
it  be  recollected  that  by  the  dissolution  of  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  8taiea,  about 
seventeen  millions  of  dollars  are  a(  once  taken 
out  of  circulation,  which  is  eoual  to  one-fifth  of 
all  the  floating  capital  of  the  United  States. 
Then,  independent  of  the  individual  distress 
which  this  must  produce,  it  will  reduce  the  value 
of  all  produce  and  property  in  market  in  the  pro- 
portion that  the  sum.  taken  out  of  circulation 
bears-  to  the  whole,  sum  now  in  circulation.  I 
lireaume  that  sgch  a  stale  of  things  cannot  be 


desii^ble ;  for  althoogh  you  may  by  yoni  mn« 
sores  reduce  the  price  of  tohaeco,  floor,  b«mm 
dbc,  still  you  will  not  be  able  to  proeure  a  basbd 
of  salt  or  a  pound  of  sugar  for  less  than  wbitit 
is  now.  sell  ing  for*.  But .  m  y  *  honorable  colleague 
(Mr.  BuBWBU.)  seems  to  think  that  this  would 
be  very  desirable.'  He  says  it  would  rednce  the 
price  of  labor,  and  in  that  way  the  faraer  aoi 
planter  woqld  be  forced  to  abandon  his  agricul- 
tural pursuits^  and.  become  a  laborer  in  some 
manufacturing  institution,  at  low  wages,  ni 
therebv  enable  the  manufacturer  of  this  coouuf 
to  undersell  the  niaiiufacturer  of  Europe.  To 
my  mind  this  appears  to  be  a  wild  theory, at  wv 
with  the  best  interest  of  the  country.  1  consider 
agriculture  as  the  fountain  of  wealth  ia  this  coon- 
try>and  commerce  and  manufacturesas  the  hand- 
maids, and  I  never  can  consent  to  the  depressiu 
of  the  former  for  the  heneflt  of  the  latter.  It  would 
be  with  extreme  regret  that  I  should  see  the  in- 
dependent cultivators  of  the  soil  obliged  to  abso- 
don  their  farms  and  ^take  up  their  resideoce  ioa 
workshop,  and  become  the  dependants  of  some 
lordly  tyrant,  instead  of  hieing  the  indepeDdcnt 
eolttvators  of  the  earth.  In  addition  to  this,  1 
have  alwaya  considered  the  agriculturist  as  the 
best  citizen ;  as  entertainiog  more  rational  ideas 
of  liberty,  and  beinif  more  strongly  attached  to 
the  independence  of  his  country ;  and  it  is  oo 
agriculture  that  we  must  rely  for  wealth  io  tine 
of  war,  aqd  it  therefore  has  a  prioiary  claim  oa 
the  patronage  of  Government. 

The  ffentleman, from  NewYork(Mr.PoirTRR) 
has  told  us  that,  inasmuch  as  the  friends  of  the 
bill  under  consideration  have  relied  on  different 
parts  of  the  Constitution,  therefore  no  one  part 
gives  us  the  power.  The  singularity  of  this  idea 
19  manifested  to  the  weakest  capacUy,  aad  the 
fair  deductions  very  apparent ;  I  presume,  that 
if  the  measure  can  be  supported  and  justified  un- 
der different  ^iews  of  the  Constitution,  it  prorei 
that  the  measure  is  abundantly  justified  on  Con- 
stitutional grounds,  and  that  it  is  in  unison  with 
the  general  principles  of  the  instrument  And 
shall  we  1)0  tbld,  because  it  has  the  support  of 
many  parts  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  weaker  thsa 
if  it  had  oiily  one^  To  exemplify  my  idea,  sup- 
pose a  proposition  in  arithmetic  that  by  maaf 
modes  of  calcolaHng  you  could  arrive  at  the 
same  resuU,  would  it  be  said  that  this  was  lets 
true  than  where  you  could  only  come  at  the  re 
suit  ia  ooe  particular  way  1  1  presume  not.  But 
Mr.  Speaker,  if  any  measure  could  derive  strength 
from  the  inconsistency  of  its  advocates  or  oppo- 
nents, then,  sir,  I  am  persuaded  that  the  oppo- 
nents to  the  bill  have  done  as  much  in  iu  h^^^i^ 
as  its  friends  have.  I  beg  vou,  sir,  to  recollect 
the  different  grounds  on  wnich  the  oppositioa 
have  relied.  Some  gentlemen  are  opposed  on 
Constitutional  vgrounds ;  some  gentlemen  are  op- 
posed because  they  are  afraid  the  bank*  will  co- 
alesce with  the  Government  and  overturn  the 
liberty  of  the  people ;  others  are  opposed  because 
(he  bank  is  hostile  to  the  Government;  oibffs 
are  opposed  because  they  want  a  Naripoal  Bank; 
and  othera  are  opposed  because  a  part  of  the  cif* 
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ital  stoeic  is  owned  by  foreigDen ;  tnd  b«r«  tliey 
attempt  to,  awaken  all  the  an(rrf  feeiings  of  the 
nation  aj^inst  the  use  of  foreign  capital,  wbii« 
they  tarefoUy  keep  oot  of  view  the  fact,  that  a 
Republican  Administration  soklto  foreigners  all 
the  capital  which  they  had  in  tbif  bank;  and 
thtts,  by  anitijig  all  those heterogeneons  objections, 
a  majortty  is  formed  in  this  House  opposed  to 
the  paisage  of  the  bill.  Bat,  sir,  I  do  not  -expect 
to  dePiTC  any  aid  fropi  these  incoherent  objections 
as  ffiTing  nny  support  to  t6e  bill ;  for,  from  the 
zeal  that  gentlemen  baye  shown  in  their  opposi- 
tion to  this  billj  it  war  to  be  expected  that  they 
woold  touch  every  string  that  was  likely  to  sound 
in  unison  with  the  feelings  of  any  part  of  this 
House.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  pass  orer  many  of 
the  miner  objections  that  are  made  to  the  passage 
of  the  bill  now  Under  consideration,  and  come  to 
the  conclusions  of  the  opponents  of  the  measure. 
They  are  obl»ed  to  admit  that  the  establishment 
of  such  a  baok  as  in  Conreniplated  by  the  bill  ua^ 
der  consideration  would'  be  cpnTenientiand  would 
mid  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government^  and 
say  that  if  it  was  the  only  way-  in  which  the 
finances  of  the  country  could  be  administered, 
then  it  would  be  justifiable.  And  here^  in  my 
opinion,  the  gjcntlemen  giveuptheConstitutiohal 
ground  ;  for,  if  the  meaaore  be  necessary  an^  pro* 
per  to  carry  into  execution  any  of  the  specilc 
grants  of  po«rer  contained  in  the  iCoostitution, 
then  the  plain  language  and  meaning  of  that  in- 
strument is  satisfied,  and  is  not  made  to  depend 
upon  the  question  whether  there  is  no  other  way 
in  which  it  can  be  done. 

1  have  endeavored,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  examihe 
this  subject  with  candor,  and  prepare  mv  rdind 
to  decide,  on  it  without  taking  into  vielv  tae  ruin 
of  thousands,  that  must  be  the  certain  conse- 
quence of  withdrawing  from  . circulation. at  on^ 
time  BO  much  of  the  floating  capital  of  the  coun- 
try. And  it  does  appear  to  roe,  ita  every  point  of 
-view  in  which  1  have  been  able-  to  examine  it, 
that  at  this  time  to  break  in  upon  the  established 
order  of  things,  under  which  the  United  States 
have  projg^ressed  in  Vealth  and  prosperity  unex- 
ampled in  anv  preceding  twenty  yearsf,  would 
be,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  a  dangerous  experim^t. 

Mr.  NioBOLaoif .— Mr.  Speaker:  A«  I  shall  vote 
against  an  indefinite  nostponeroent*  of  this  bilif 
because  1  shall  vote/or  the  entire  bill,  when  render* 
cd  as  little  liable  to  objections  as  possible ;  and 
as  this  vote  will  probably  stand  «t  variauce  with 
many  of  those  for  whose  opinions  I  entertain  a 
faigb  respect,  I  deem  it  essential,  as  well  for  my 
justification  as  fpr  the  information'  of  others,  to 
state  the  reasons  upon  which  my  rote  is  to  be 
given.  '' 

The  system  of  banking  being  an  improvement 
upon  the- moneyed  system,  by  which  commerce, 
or  the  exchange  of  commodities,  is  carried  on, 
and  therefore  siillmore  complex  in  its  operations, 
and  more  difficult  to  be  understood,  has  excited 
the  approbation  of  some,  while  it  has  equally  ex- 
cited the  prejudices  of  others.  Those,  however, 
who  have  been^  best  acquainted  with  its  opera* 
tioncy  when  property  regulated)  have,  in  all  cottn« 


tries,  united  in  a  general  expression  of  a  coavic* 
tion  of  its  utiKty),  not  only  as  it  respecu  personal 
convenience,  but  also  as  it  regardi^  the  facility 
with  which  the  financial  afiairs  of  nations  can, 
with  its  aid,  be  conducted. 

As  this  subject  has  become  quite  interesting,  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  every  one  to  assist  in  an  en- 
deavor to  throw  ail  posaible  light  oh  the  subject, 
not  only  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  this  Uot- 
ernment  legislating  upon  it,  but  also  as  it  regards 
its  t^rfttions  and  efiects;  in  order  thnt  we  nuiy 
have  as  clear  a  view  of  the  whole  ground  as  pos- 
siUe,  and  thereby  be  better  enabled  to  judge  with 
more  certainty  of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the 
bjll  now  under  consideration.  I  shall  therefore 
endeavor  to  explain  my  vicfjkrs  of  the  subject  as 
concisely  as  poisible ;  and.  if  I  shall,  in  any  re- 
spect, be  found  poping  in  the  dark,  in  the  remarks 
"whieli  I  shall  o&r,  I  trust  that  an  ordinary  degree 
of  candor  will  he  sufficient  to  shield  meYrom  the 
imputation  of  sinister  design.  First,  then,  as  to 
its  constitutioi^ity. 

Perhaps,  sir,  the  doubts  entertained-  bv  some, 
of  the  coosiitutiodality  of  this  bill,  arise  rrom  an 
extreme,  and,  as  I  conceive,  unfounded  jealousy, 
that  this  Government  ir calculated  gradually  to 
usurp  the  JMiwers  of  the  State '  Governments. 
This- jealousy  is  a  foible  with  many  well  meaning 
legislators;  I  however  respect  it,  as  I  am  sensible 
that  it  arises  from  a  jrood  motive;. and  I  believe 
that  if  it  be  kept  within  reasonable- bounds,  it 
may,  at  least,  be  of  iio  disservice  in  preserving 
our  federative  system  of  government.  Probably 
we  in  soine  ttieasure  dtertve'^  this  jealousy  of  the 
exercise  of  powers  from  our  ancestors.  The 
Crown,  the  Peeraffe,  and  the  Commons,  of  Great 
Britain,  are  three  distioel  and  cooflictiiig  interests 
—the  Crown  to  preserve  its  prerogatives — the 
Peerage  to  preserve  their  privileges — and  the  Com^ 
mon9  to  preserve"  their  rights,  if'  they  cao«  But 
here,  sir,  we  have  neither  Crown  nor  Peerage<-*we 
have  no  interest  but  the  interest  of  the  Commons, 
or  the  People.  Our  Gleneral  Government,  as  well 
as  our  respective  State  governments,  emanate  di- 
rectly from  the  people ;  the  people  have  the  same 
control  over  each ;  and  why  we  should  be  so  jeal- 
ous of  the  former,  and  so  partial  to  the  latter, 
seeMs  somewhat  idifficult  te  determine. 

When  our  Federal  Constitution  was  adopted, 
the  knowledge  of  a  federative  svstem,  upon  its 
present  plan/was  new,  and  existea  merely  in  thei 
ory.  T^e  objects,  however,  intended  to  be  aflect- 
ed  by  it9  adoption,  are  clearly  and  distinctly  set 
forth  in  its  preamble.  They  are  '*  to  form  a  more 
'  perfect  upion,  establijih  justice,  insure  domestic 
'  imnquillitv,  provide  for  the  common  defenee, 
'  promote  tne  general'  welfare,  and  secure  the 
^  blessings  of  liberty,"  ice.  Yet,  in  the  eighth 
section  of  that  instrument,  which  contains  an 
enumeration  of  certain  specific  powers,  there  is 
not  the  si^me  cleilrness  and  precision.  In  the  first 
paragraph  of  that  section,  powers  are  given  to 
C<>ngre8S  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
geneml  Welfare  of  the  United  States;  and  thase 
powers,  which  are  necetsarily  unsusceptible  of 
I»eeise  definitions,  arc  coupled  with  others,  in  the 
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#aine  ptrftgrtph^  io  sneh  mftpner  fis  to  render  their 
meaning  doubl£ul,esp«eially  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  enfertain  a  strong  partialitf  for  the  powers 

.  of.  the  Siacc  govemments.  The  powers  of  this 
Goternment,  which  arise  from  tlie  operation  of 
common  law, are  still  more  indefinite,*  and,  in  the 
minds  of  many,  diffieult  to  comprehend.  Per- 
hapsi  sir,  generally  speaking,  it  would  not  be  too 
uiucn  to  say)  -that  it  must  remain  for  that  good 
sense  which  is  the  oiSsprittg  of  experience  and 

-matttre  deliberation,  more  than  to  specfifio  defini^ 

tiona  of  powers  as  set  forth  in  that  instrameitt,  to 

rBScertain  precisely  what  powers  the  Qenesal  Qov* 

ernment  oughl  to  possess,  and  what  the*  States 

-  oilghty  indiridnally,  to  retain.  In  forming  that 
instr^omcnt,  no  doubt,  sir^  such  powers,  if  not  ail 
.  oeeessary  powers,  were  intended  to  be  giyen  to 
this  Government,  asahould^be  adequate  to  all  the 
ptiirposes  of  national  sovereignty ;  that  it  was  not; 
for  want  of  these  essentials,  to  hobble  on  crotches 
through  an  imperfect  state  of  existence  to  )>re- 
mature  decay  }  in  short,  that  it,  being  like ,  the 
.Bute  governments,  an  emanation  ffom  the  peo- 
ple, should  be  so  far  self-existent  as  to  depend  for 
Its  support  on  that  power  only,  the  collected  pow- 
er of  the  people,  which  first  ushered  it  into  exist- 
ence. In  the  federative  system,  which  I  esteem 
$he  perfection  of  the  science  of  government,  the 
role  to  be  obeerved  in  the  distribution, of  its  pow- 
ers, between  the  Confederated  States  and  the 
Federal  head^  is,  as  I  conceive,  simple  and  plain. 

Mt  is  this:  Can  any  particular  power,  "which  is 
about  to  be  vested  somewhere,  be  iexercised  in 
local  and  separate  districts  or  Stateit,  consistently 
with  tlie  safety  and  good  of  the  whole  ?  If  it 
can,  it  ought  or  course  to  be  exercised  by  the  re- 
spective State  governments.  All  other  powers, 
w^ich  cannot  be  thtis  confided,  consistently  with 
'ftheaafety  and  good  of  the  whole,  ought  to  beiong 
to  Ihe  Qepenl  Govern  meat. 
•  Aocordiog  to  this  rule,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
powers  which  belong-to  the  States  are  moQh  the 
most  numerous,  and  by  far' the  most  imporunt 
in  aecoring  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  citizen. 
<  •  I  em  Bo\  contending  that  .the  Federal  Consti- 
>liiUon  is  exactly  conformable  io  this  rale ;  but  it 
does  not,  however,  essentially  vary  from  it.  There 
are,  as  1  conceive,  two  or  three  additional  powers 
which  ought  to  be  incorporated  in  that  instru- 
ment, to  wit,  the  powers  to  provide  for  a  general 
system  of  education^  and  to  mal^e  canals  and 
Tdads;  and  it  contains  at  least  one  power,. the 
"  power  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  tMiok- 
rli|Key,^'  which,  as  experience  has  evincfd,  ought 
to  belong  to  the  Sutes.  But,  sir,  the  power  now 
under  consideration,  the  establisbmeqt  of  a  bank- 
ing system,  I  am  fully  convinced  is  improperly 
and,  strictly  withia  the  limits  and  meaning  of  the 
Constitution,  and  I  think  lean  clearly  and  plainly 
show  that  it  is  so; 

In  the  eighth  section  of  the  second  article  of 
that  instrument,  are  contained  most  of  the  eno- 

.merated  powers  which  are  granted  to  Congress  { 
and  the  last  there  enumerated  is  the  power  to 
make  all  such  laws  as  are  "necessary  and  proper 
to  ear»y  the  forcgoinj^  powefp,  and  all  othcp 


contained  in  the  Oobstitotion,  into  operauoa." 
Artiong  those  enumerated  powers  arc  to  befooodi 
powers  to  x^ise  seven ae,  to  borrow  money,  to  re- 
gulate commerce,  and  to  provide  for  tbe  geoenl 
^welfare.  Now,  sir,  such  a  bank  as  is  about  to  be 
made  or  re-established,  by  the  operation  of  tbe 
bill  before  uf,  is,  in  iny  mind,  a  "  necessary"  thioj, 
to  enable  this  Government  to  carry  each  of  tbe 
foregoing  powers  into  effect.  I  lay  ptrticoUr 
stress  upon  the  word  "  neces^ry,"  bectiue  gea- 
tlemen  who  qppose  this  bill  have  rested  maeb  of 
their  arguments  upon  it.. 

It  is  *^  neee^ry"  for  raiii^jp  revenue. 

There  is  generallv  a  profit  of  about  three  er 
four  per  oent.  derived  to  the  owners  of  bank  cap- 
ital, beyond -vi^at  they  oonld  obtain  for  tbe  w 
of  their  mooev,  by  leadiOjg  it  out  at  legal  interea. 
This  being  a  benefit,  which  can  only  be  secured 
to  them  throiigh  the  interferenee  and  protection 
of  Gevernment;  it  is  but  just  that  they  iboold 
pay  the  Governmeat  something  in  return  for  tbe 
lavor  thus  oonferredj  and  the  bill  before  as  eei- 
tains  a  provision  to  this  effect.  Twelve  hondrcd 
and  fiftv  thousand  dollars  ii  the  sum  cootemplaied 
as  theleaat  whieh  ought  to  be  adapted  by  Got- 
ernment,  for  a  mere  renewal  of  the  charter,  with 
its  present  capital,  for  the  enaning  twenty  ycuL 
By  passing  this  law,  therefore^  we  shall  denreto 
the  Goveriiment  that  amonnuof  revenue^  wbitb 
in  these  times,  is,  in  my  mind,  no  coatevptibie 
thing.  If  the  capiul  of  the  bank  be  efeoiiiaJly 
enlarged  to  thirty  millions,  we  shall  derire  at 
least  four  millions  ofreveoiM  from  itjio'additioa 
to  seme  interest  which  will  at  tinaes  becoaedue 
on  depoaites  which  may  be  oaade  io  tbe  bank. 
Thus  the  paaMge  of  this  bill  becomes  a  meaos  of 
taising  reventie. 

It  is  ''necessary"  for  the  perpose  of  borrovio; 
money* 

Governments,  like  individuals,  in  anforetfcn 
emer^neies,  must  frequently  experience  very 
nressmg  oceasiens  for  more  money  thao  tbejr 
have  at  command,  and,  to  supply  this  deficieocf, 
must  resort  to  borrowing  of  others.  A  prpdest 
Government,  therefore,  like  a  prudent  indindttit 
ought  to  have  the  means  of  borrowiiig  made  as 
certain  as  possible,  in  order  to  avoid  the  derang^ 
ment  or  distress  which  may  eiisiie,  in  conseqoeDce 
of  being  unable  suitdenly  to  procure  a  loan.  Tbe 
passing  of  this  bill  goes  to  effect  this  desirable 
object,  as  it  coptaina  a  provision  for  borrowiofi 
with  certainty,  as  large  a  sum  as  this  Gorera- 
ment  will  probably  at  any  time  suddenly  stand  io 
need  of.  It  is,  therefore^  in  that  point  of  riew. 
very  "  necessary,"  and,  m  all  ordmanr  ctse,  a 
great  convenienoe,  for  the  purpose  of  eoabiiog 
this  Government  to  borrow  money. 

It  is '-  necessary"  fof  the  purpose  of  regaUtiog 
commerce. 

A  very  essential  regulation  in  commercial  af- 
fairs, is,  to  have  that  which  serves  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  all  the  artlclea,  which  are  the  sob- 
jects  of  commerce,  as  small,  light,  and  portable, 
as  possible.  To  travel  any  -distance,  and  earn 
with  yon  twenty  or  thirty  theusand  dollars^of  w- 
var  money  espaeiailyi  is  eatfemely  ineonfeaioiii 
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but,  if  jTOU  can  carrjr  somethioffin  yoUr  poc|Eet| 
somelhiug  which  represents  ib^s  sum,  the  iopon- 
venience  is  at  once  removed.  Yet,  this  represent'* 
stive  must  be  such  as  will  be  received  as  such  in 
every  part  of  the  country^  or  else  it  fails  of  pro- 
duciog  most  of  its  beneficial  efects.  A  man  re- 
sidio£  in  New  England  has  occasion  to  go  to 
Natchez  to  purchase  ^0,000  worth  of  cotton  ; 
bat  the  bank  bills  of  his  own  State  will  not  pass 
tiiere ;  to  carry  hard  money  is  incurring  a  great 
ri.«k,  and,  at  the  sam^  time,  expensive  .in  trans- 
poriaiion;  hence,  it  becomes  "necessary ''to  pro- 
vide a  representatire  of  hftrd  money,  which  will 
be  received  as  such  in  every  part  of  the  country ; 
and  that  can  only  be  done  by  the  establishment 
of  a  bank,  whose  bills  will  have  this  general  cur- 


rency. Thus,  the  passage  of  this  bill,  or.  some- 
thiog  similar,  is  *' necessary"  for  this  purpose  of 
regulating  commerce. 

It  is  <*  necessary"  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
tbe  general  welfare. 

This  expression  la  certainly  very  . broad)  and 
seems,  at  fir:it  view,  to  include  a  good  deal.  Por 
this  reason,  matiy  well-meaDing  politicians  have 
been  startled  at  the  idea  of  a  delegation  of  pow- 
ers so  indefinite,  and  so  comprehensive.  I  ima- 
gine, however,  that  tbe  expression  is  not  pregnant 
with  anv  mischief  or  diMsgef .  It  certainly  would 
not  be  *' promoting  the  geperal  welfare'^  to  place 
any  power  in  the  hands  of  this  Government, 
which  could  as  safely,  and  as  con^stently  with 
the  good  of  the  whole,  be  exercised  by  the  respect- 
ive Slates.  It  woald  be  upsetting  the  first  and 
leading  principle  of  a  cenrederated  Republican 
Government.  If  we,  therefore,  invariably  adhere 
to  this, leading  principle,  we  shall  find  the  expres- 
sion not  only  harmless,  but  very  proper  to  be 
placed  in  the  Constitution.  What  I  have  already 
^id  of  this  bill  being  necessary  for  the,  purpose 
of  raising  revenue,  for  borrowing  money^  ana  for 
regulating  cpmmerce,  i^  perhaps  all  that  is  neces-. 
sary  to  be  said  to  show  that  it  tends  "io  promote 
the  general  welfare,"  because,  in  this  case,  the  one 
is  necessarily  included  in  the  others. 

Permit  me  now  further  to  add,  sir.  that  this 
bank  and  its  branches,  are  also  easentially  '*neces- 
•ary"  for  the  eoUeclion  of  your  revenue,  for  its 
safe-keeping,  and  for  tbe  purpose  ^  transmitting 
it  from  one  part  of  the  Union  to  another,  as  occa- 
sion may  frequently  require. 

We  are,  indeed,  told,  sir,  that  our  revenue  can 
as  well  be  collected  by,  and  deposited  in,.the  State 
banks.  What!  alt  the  revenue  collected  in  any 
one  State  to. be  deposited  in  one  State  bank  ?  No, 
we  are  told,  we  will  put  five  or  six  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  in  one  bank^  as  muoh  more  in  another,^ 
and  so  on,  until  we  get  it  all  stowed  away  in  some 
way  or  other.  Indeed !  What  an  admirable 
plan !  And  which  banks  will  you  select  for  this 
purpose  1  Will  not  the  selection  of  one  excite 
the  envy  and  opposition  of  other8,so  as  to  induce 
them  to  unite  in  endeavors,  and  perhaps  success- 
fully, to  ruin  suoh  selected  bank?  Will  these 
selected  banks  pay  the  United  States,  as  large  a 
sum  as  is  contemplated  in  this  bill,  for  the  priv- 
ilege of  having  the  revenue  deposited  in  tbeir 


vaults?  ^o;  they  .contemplate  nothing;  of  the 
kiod.  It  would  be  a  bribe,,  we  are  told,  sir  I  Be- 
sides, it  is  even  said  by  some,  that  three  or  four 
million  dollap  is  but  a  paltry  sum,  unwoirthy  the 
notice  of  this  QovernmeotI  Can  yon  contrive 
any  method  .to  compel  tbe  directors  of  such  se- 
lected banks  to  render  you,  at  stated  times,  a  true 
statement  of  their  situation— ^of  Iheir  discounts-:- 
of  the  sums  due  them — of  their  deppsites,  in  or- 
der that  you  may  be  convinced  that  it  is  safe  to 
trust  so  much  money  with  them?  No.  Suppoie 
you  w^nt  to  borrow  money — how  will  vou  man- 
age makers  then?  Why,  we  will  borrow  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  one  bank,  a  like 
sum  of  another,  just  as  a  needv  man .  bor- 
rows one  dollar  of  ene  man,  two  dollars  of  an- 
other, and  .80  on,  until  his.  wants  are  satisfied. 
Better  still — this  is  really  excellent !  Well,  sup- 
pose you  wish  and  bav^.  made  out  to  borrow  as 
much,  as  you  have  to  send  the  money  to  a  differ- 
ent and  perhaps  distant  Quarter  of  tbe  Union,  are 
you  certain  you  can  nuixe  it  pass  current  there  ? 
Will  not  thoite  banks,  which  have  not  been  so  for- 
tunate as  to  have  received  a  share  of  Qovera- 
menial  faVOrs,  take  measures  for  counteracting 
anj  such  curreocjr?  And  would  it  be  just  to  pay 
on  a  poor  old  soldier  his  hard-earned  pittance,  in 
bills  on  which  he  would  probably  be  obliged  to 
make  a  discount  of  five,  ten,  or  perhaps  twenty 
per  cent,  before  be  could  g^t  them  off  his  hands? 

Gentlemen,  sir,  whp  oppose  this  bill,  have  got 
intp  a  dilemma,  in  opposing  it  on  the  ground  that 
the  State  banks  can  be  made  to  answer  the  pur- 
poses of  this  Govern tnent,  aa  they  thereby  virtu- 
ally admit  that  banks  of  soihe  kind  are  ''nec^ 
sary"  in  managing  its  concerns.  The  point  of 
dlnerence.  then,  becomes  resfoived  into  this:  whtft 
sort  of  banks  are  necessary  ?  We  all  understand 
that  the  stockholders  of  State  banks  would  be  gUd 
of  a  slice  of  *'  the  loaves  and. fishes." '  My  neigh- 
bor, who  keeps  a  horse  to  let,  might  say  to  me,  it 
is  not  "  necessary"  that  you  should  keep  a  horse; 
for  I  keep  one  which  I  should  be  glad  to  have- 
you  make  use  of.  In  such  case,  the  arrogance  of 
qiy  neighbor  would  be  so  mai^ifest  that  all  would 
commend  me  in  telling  him  that  his  horse. was 
but  a  sorry  animal,  which  be  might  keep  to  him- 
self; and  that  I  knew  best  what  kind  of  horse 
suited  my  purpose.  Sir,  State  banks  are  the  crea- 
tures of  States;  this  Government  cannot  control 
them,  and  therefore  ought  to  haVe  no  coocern 
with  them«  If,  however,  particular  States  will 
be  so  arrogant  as  to  insist  that  this  Government 
shall  ifaake  use  of  their  creatures,  why  can  they 
not,  on  the  same  principle,  go  a  little  further,  and 
say  to  this  Government,  ^|  here  is  a  collector,  a 
district  judge,  or  a  district  attorney,  which  we 
have  created,  ready  to  your  hands ;  it  is  not  *  ne- 
eessary/  therefore,  that  jou  should  create  these 
oflScers  within  our  jurisdiction,  because  those 
which  we  have  created  will  fully  answer  your 
purpose."  We  are  not  ou  ite  ripe  lot  this  mode  of 
doing  business,  sir,  but  i  believe  we  are  in  a  fair 
way  for  its  accomplisbpient. 

I  perfectlv  understand,  sir,  that  this  preposter** 
oas  plan  or  substituting  State  banks  h%$  been 
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sQ^geiited,  add,  in  Yome.  meascire,  urged,  thpoagh 
tbe  ifrflueoce  of  some  of  thos^  banks.    I  see  run- 

'  nf  rs  out  from  different  qaarters,  endeavoring  to 
conrert  people  to  tliis  new^  doctrine.  I  see  presses 
prostituted  to  the  purpose  of  endeavorini^  to  raise 
a  popular  ferment  against  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
or  any  other  of  a  similar  nature;  out  that  any 
disinterested  man  ca'n  seriously  thfuk  that  this 
miserable  quackeryi  with  whien  it  is  proposed  to 
administer  to  the  wants  of  the  body  politie,  is 
really  worth  a  moment^s  attention,  is  more  than 
I  am  willing  to  believe.  Should  it,  however, 
prove  true  that  a  measure  which,  during  the  last 

'  session,  eould  have  been  carried  by  a  m^ortty  of 
nearly  thirty,  shall  now  be  lost,  auhottsh  I  shall 
deplore  that  instability  .of  opinion  which  shall 
have  produced  this  sudden  change,  or  that  dere* 
liction  of  independence  which  should,  yield  to 
temporary  clamors,  artificially  raised,  I  shall, 
nevertheless,  console  myself' with  the  conviction 
that  time  and  experience  will  correct  the  error, 
and  that  thejtnerits  of  this  measure  wilt  hereaf- 
ter be  decided  upon  with  itiore  correctness  of 
judgment. .  * 

But,  sir,  I  have  thus  far  merely  shown  that 
this  bank,  or  some  other  of  a  similar  nature,  is 
'*  necessary ,"  in  several  di^^inet  points  of  view,  to 
the  purposes  for  which  this  Government  was  es- 
tablished. I  have  not  however  showti,  nor  can  I 
show,  that  it  h  indispensably  ^necessary."  But 
here,  sir,  lies  the  error  of  those  who  have  con- 

'  tended  against  the  constitutionality  of  the  meas- 
ure. It  will  be  recollected,'  sir,  tost  when  this 
bank  was  first  established,  those  who  opposed  it 
on  Constitutional  grounds,  (and  for  their  opinions 
.1  have  the  highest  respect,)  contended,  that  al- 
though the  measure  might  oe  useful,  fit,  and  ex- 
pedient, yet  if  it  was  not  indispensably  "neees 
aary,"  it  must  of  course  be  unconstitutional.  Let 
any  one- examine  the  debates  of  that  time,  and 
they  will  perceive  that  this  was  the  strong  ground 
of  opposition  that  was  then  taken,  and  the  same 
ground  is  now  taken,  but  to  this  I  reply — 

If  the  words  of  the  Constitution  were,  that 
'^Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  all  such 
laws  only  as  are  indispensably  necessary  to  carry 
the  foregoing  powers  into  effect,"  then,  indeed, 
the  opponents  of  this  bill  would,  on  Constiin- 
tional  grounds,  be  correct ;  because,  that  although 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  a  National 
Bank,  if  you  please,  may  be  a.  ''  necessary**  ap- 
pendage to  this  Government,  still  are  neither  of 
them  indispensably  '^  necessary "-^t his  Govern- 
ment can  do  without  them  in  the  sarae.manner 
th^t  a  farmer  can  do  without  a  hoe,  by  substitu- 
ting a  spade,  or  that  a  carpenter  can  do  without 
a  l»9tie,  by  substituting  his  broadaxe. 

The  word  ^  necessary'?  is  of  tbe  class  of  adjec- 
tives, and  admits,  though  irregularly,  of.  the  de- 
,grees  of  comparison  incident  to  words  composing 
that  part  of  speech — the  positive,  necessary^-the 

'  comparative,  more  necessary — and  the  superla- 
tive, indispensably  necessary.  We  mean  by  the 
first,  needful,  fit,  or  proper;  by  the  second,  more 
needful,  fit,  or  proper;, and  oy  the  third,  that 
which  we  cannot  do  without.    If  the  words  of 


the  Constitution  wefe,  ''Congress  shall  hare 
power  to  make  all  Uws  which  shall  be  needful, 
fit,  atid  proper,  for  the  jpiirpoae  of  carrying  the 
foregoing  powers  into  effect,"  the  difficalty  woald 
prol^bly  vanish  at  once;  as  I  trust  we  coali 
soon  determine  whether  a  Bank  of  the  Usite^ 
States  or  a  National  Bank,  is  a  needful,  fit,  and 
proper  appendage  to  this  OovernmenL  Bat, sir, 
we  have  first  given  to  a  harmless  expression  i 
most  formidable  meaning-;  we  have  made  the 
word  necessary  mean  indispeneablf  necessary. 
And,  having  thus  raised  a  ityountain  oat  of  a 
molehill,  we  are  now  about  to  resolve,  very  wis^ 
ly,  no  doubt,  that  we  cannot  get  over  the  moun- 
tain. 

If  I  were  to  agree  to '  provide  a  farmer  with 
sUch  tools  and  ipiplements  aa  are  necessary  for 
carrying  on  the  business  of  farming,  I  should  ran- 
pose  that  I  was  bouiid  to  provideall  such  tooli 
and  implements  as  are  commonly  used  in  that 
business.  I  could  not  say  to  him  here  is  i  sled, 
which  most  answer  the  tr^le  purpose  of  sled, 
cart,  and  wason  \  6r  here  is^a  spnide,  which  mast 
answer  both  tor  digging  and  hoeing.  leoald  not 
avoid  my  engagement  by  telling  nim  the  cart, 
the  wagon,  and  the  hoe,  were  not  indispeasablf 
necessary  J  because  he  could  make  the  sled  an- 
swer the  place  of  the  two  former,  and  the  spade 
thie  pl^ee  of  th#  latter.  No,  sf^,  this  woold  not 
be  complfring  with  the  terms^of  my  engagemeot. 
Now,  sir,  it  is  a  poor  rule  that  ought  not  to  work 
both  ways  alike.'  The  people  of  the  Oaited 
dtates  have  granted  to  Congress  certain  specified 
powers,  and  have  further  granted  the  means, that 
IS  to  say,  the  necessary  tools  and  implemeats  for 
carrying  those  powers  into,  efie'cu  By  (his  grant, 
then,  it  becomes  proper  for  us  to  inake  ase  of  all 
or  any  of  the  meiMsthat  are  needful,  fit^  and 
proper  for  effecting  these  purposes;  hat,  sir,  ve 
are  about-  to  determine  that  we  will  not  make 
use  of  some  of  them  as  long. as  we  can  possiblr 
do  without  them ;  we  will  reject  the  cart,  and 
the  wagon,  because  they  aire  not  indispensably 
necessary;  we  will  mount  .ourselves  upon  tbe 
sled  I  and  thus  we  will  heavily  drag  aioog  the 
concerns  of  this  Government, 

Sir,  in  the  estimatioB  of  some  this  may  be  vis* 
fiom^t  may  be  patriotism  ;  but,  in  my  estima- 
tioii,  it  is  neither;  it  is  folly,  it  is  destructireto 
the  best  interests  of  this  country. 

I  shall  here  further  observe,  that  if  we  are  de- 
termined to  test  the  constitutionality  of  all  laf> 
which  are  passed  by  Congress,  by  their  beiog  ia* 
dispensably  necessary,  we  shall  find  that  a  great 
inany  unconstitutional  laws  have  been  passed. 
During  the  last  session,  we  passed  a  law  for  ere- 
at ing  three  new  officers  in  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment ;  yet  no  one  will  pretend  that  the  pas- 
sage of  this  li(w  was  indispensably  necessarr; 
because  that  Department  had  been,  and  eoQid 
still  have  been,  conducted  without  them.  Indeed, 
sir,  if  you  look  at  your  statute  books  you  will  see 
that  many  laws  have  been  passed  that  ^^^^ 
indispensably  necessary,  but  were  merely  need- 
ful, at,  and  profler,  £ven  this  splendid  ^ 
mtiat  staud  in  jadgment  agaioil  yoU}  if  '^^ 
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narrow  coinstruotion  of  that  p»xt  of  the  Gonsti- 
taiioQ  IS  to  prevail;  these  pillars  of  cosily  work- 
manship which  surround  us,  and  the  elegant 
dome  which  they  support,  were  made  in  con- 
formity to  the  laws  passed  for  the  purpose*  And 
are  they  iodispensahlv  necessary  7    Could  We  not 
do  the  business  of  tnis  nation  in  a  room  that 
should  not  hare  cost  one-tenth  of  the  money  that 
has  been  expended  on  this?    Instead  of  thesfe 
eas)r  and  expensive  seat«,  with  which  every  mem- 
ber is  accommodated,  could  we* not  sit  on  such 
as  that  on  which  **  the  immortal  Alfred  sat?^ 
Again,  air,  laws  providing  for  the  erection  of 
iight-hoaaes,  and  for  the  establishment  of  a  mili- 
tary academy,  have  been  passed  by  Congress. 
These  laws  must  spring  out  of  the- power,  by  the 
CoDstitutioD,  to *^ promote  the  general  welfare;" 
for,  to  DO  bther  power  given  by  the  Conatitu- 
tioD  are  they  properly  referable.    Erecting  lighi- 
hoosea  is  not  "  regulating  commer<;e,"  properly 
and  strictly  speaking;  neither  is  teaching- milN 
tary  service  to  those  who  are  not  soldiers,  ^^ra^sing 
aod  supporting  armies  ;*'  but  each  are  means  of 
^  promoting  the  general  welfare,"  by  the  useful- 
oes9  of  the  ibrmef  to  commercial  businessi,  and 
the  latter  to  armies,  when  they  shall  have  been 
raised.    But  are  eith^  of  these  indispensably  ne- 
cessary?   Certainly  oot«    Bat,  perhaps,  I  have 
said  eaongh  on  this  subject;    Believing,  as  I  do, 
that  the  General  Gk)verntaent  ought  to  possess 
all  such  powers  as  necessarily  concern  the  besK 
interest  and  good  of  the  whole,  and  believing, 
too,  that  the  Constitution,  however  indefinite  it 
may  in  some  instances  be  found,'  was  Intended  to 
contain  a  grant  of  such  powers^  with  the  excep- 
tions which  I  have  before  mentioned,  it  rousts- 
main  for  othejrs^  and  not  for  me,  to  gauge  atid 
limtt  it  to  socQ  narrow  constructions  as  are 
equally  incompatible  with  the  purposes  of  na- 
tioaal  sovereignty,  and  the  obvious  meaning  of 
ixrords  in  our  mother  tongue. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  sir,  that  our  Written 
constitutions  are  of  excellent  use  in  designating 
the  form  and  drawing  the  outlines  of  government, 
in  such  manner  as  renders  them  but  little  liable 
to  capricious  variations.  While  in  this  way  they 
serve  as  durable  landmarks  to  those  in  power, 
they  will  also  be  of  essential  benefit  to  posterity, 
if  thejr  should  incline  to  a  degeneracy  of  politi- 
es I  principles,  by  exciting  their  emulation,  in 
bolding  up  to  view  those  principles'  by  which 
tbeir  nobler  ancestors  were  governed.  Having 
been  the  originals,  however,  in  the  adoptiou  of 
^written  constitutions  of  goverikment,  we  have 
made  them  quite  a  hobby-horse,  and  seem  to 
imagine  theni  adequate  to  all  the  purposes  of  pre- 
serTing  our  liberties  forever.  For  myself^  I  am 
DOt  quite  so  strong  in  this  belief.  I  fear  that  if 
wre?  place  too  much  reliance  on  this  specific,  with- 
in ix  a  providing  some  other  means  for  guarding  and 
preserving  our  liberties,  they  may  depart  from  us 
Bwfaile  We  are  in  full  possession  of  our  written 
;oo stitutions.  Instead,  then,  of  being  over  scru- 
>oious  atwut  giving  to  particular  expressions  in 
9 car  constitutions  a  narrower  meaning  than  they 
>|»wiouslv  import,  let  as  try  to  investigate  the 
llih  Cox.  3d  Sess.— 25 


principles  by  which  powers  most  necessarily  be 
regulated  in  a  free  confederated  tlenublic,  i4' reg- 
ulated as  they  ought  to  be;  and  having  ascer- 
tained this  point,  having  ascertained  what  pow- 
ers necessarily  concern  the  whole  united,  and 
what  powers  may  be  locally  exercised  without 
injury  or  danger  to  the  whole,  we  can  then  easily 
perceive  what  ought  to  be«  and  what  is  the  real 
meaning  and  intent  of  words  in  our  written  con- 
stitutions. 

And,  above  all,  let  us  not  be  terrified  by  those 
who,  for  want  of  better  arguments,  appeal  to  our 
fears;  who  telhus  of  the  danger  there  is  in  adopt- 
ing this  or  that  construction,  or  this  or  that  mea- 
sure; that  if  you  admit  of  powers  by  implication, 
voo  open  a  wide  vortex,  in  which  will  certainly 
be  swallowed  up  all  the  powers  of  the  States;  or 
that  if  you  adopt  one  measure,  ybu  will,  there- 
fore, adopt  another,  and  another,  until  you  have 
absorbed  all  powers  whatever.    Sir,  this  kind  of 
argument,  if  argument  it  may  be  called,  has  be- 
come stale  with  me — it  has  no  weight  on  my 
mind— and  for  thifl(  simple  reason,  that  demon- 
stration, aod  prophesying,  are  two  very  diflferent 
things.    Whatever  may  have  been  the  case  in 
ancient  times,  1  have  always  observed  in  my  own 
day  that  weak  arguments,  and  a  spirit  for  pro- 
phesviog,  are  usually  coupled  together.    In  my 
mioa  there  i»  more  danger  that  the  State  Gov- 
ernments niay,.from  the  selfish  motives  or  the 
ambitious  views  of  some,  eventually  reduce  this 
Government  to  a  mere  sxeleton  o(  power,  than 
that  this  is  ever  essentially  to  weaken  the  pow- 
ers of  the  States.    I  trust,  however,  that  the 
danger  of  the  one  absorbing  the  other  is  not  very 
great  on  either  side.    As  all  our  Governments 
emanate  from  the  same  source,  the  people,  this 
for  national,  and  the  others  for  local  purposes,  as 
long  as  we  retain  our  present  equality  of  condi- 
tion, and  of  rights,  and  our  consequent  iodcpend* 
ence  of  sentiment,  I  should  suppose  that  even  a' 
sense  of  cotivenieoce  alone  would  always  cor- 
rectly dictate  where  ihe  different  governmental' 
powers  ought  to  be  placed.     The  danger  to  civil  ^ 
liberty,  therefore,  lies,  nof  in  the  formation  of' 
ourdifiereut  govern menls.*but  in  the  foundations 
of  civil  society.    If  our  descendants  should  lose 
sight  of  those  principles  of  civil  liberty  which  we 
have  learned;  or,  ifthe  condition  of  men  should 
become  so  unequal,  as  to  produce  a  state  of  ab- 
ject dependence  of  the  many  upon  the  few;  then, 
and  I  trust  not  till  then,  will  our  present  civil  in- 
stitutions be  in  danger  of  being  overturned. 

As  I  proceed  I  shall  here  briefly  notice  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  under  which  my 
worthy  colleague,  (Mr  Pobter.)  and  an  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sby- 
BBRT,)<  have  taken  refuge,  in  order  to  fortify 
themselves  with  an  arffoment  against  the  con- 
stitutionality of  this  bill;  it  is  in  these  words— 
**  The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States 
by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or 
to  the  people." 

If  gentlemen  realljr  imagine  that  they  have 
discovered  anything  in  this  ameadmeat  whieh 
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goes'to  render  tfae  passai^e.  of  this  bill  UDConsti* 
tutional,  I  shall  merely  obserre,  that — 

"  Optics  sharp  it  needs,  I  ween, 
*<To  see  what  is  not  to  be  seen." 

If  anything  be  absolutely  passed  from  one  to 
another  by  grant,  as  in  the  case  before  us^  the 
grantor  becomes  divested  of  that  thing,  and  it 
becomes  immediately  vested  in  the  grantee.  All 
then  that  is  necessary,  in  the  present  case,  is  first 
to  ascertain  what  powers  are  granted  by  the 
Constitution ;  for  it  is  very  certain  that  what  are 
not  granted  are  still  vested  in  the  grantor^  A 
has  granted  to  B  certain  things;  now,  says  A  to 
B,  if-my  hat  is  not  included  in  this  grapt,  the  hat 
shall  still  be  mine.  Agreed,  says  B.  This  is  a 
Tery  plain  case,  sir,  and  how  such  intelligent 
gentlemen  could  think  of  intrenching  them^slveb 
behind  this  amendatory  article,  which  in  fact 
means  nothing,  is  really  more  than  I  ooneeive* 

But  my  worthy  colleague,  to  whom  1  have 

J* ust  referred,  has  takeii  another  grouiid,  en  which 
le  has  attempted  to  rest  mucb  of  bis  argument 
tfgainst  tlie  constitutionality  of  this  bill,  and. 
which  is,  therefore,  worthy  of  some,  notice;  that 
is,  that  by  the  Constitution  this  Goyeroment 
derives  no  powers  by  implication.  Sir,  this  ap- 
pears to  me  the  most  absurd  doctrine  that  I  have 
yet  heard  advanced  on  this  subieet.  It  would  be 
a  waste  of  time  to  ^o  into  len^tny  details  to  Show 
the  absurdity  of  this  proposition;  but,  let  me  ask 
that  gentleman,  wherein  could  have  existed  the 
necessity  of  those  amehdments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  are  almost  wholly  restrictive,  if  it 
was  not  admitted  that,  without  these  amend- 
ments, Congress  would  have  had  an  uneonuolled 
power  to  legislate  on  the  subjects  to  which  they 
refer?  and  yet  ouiny  of  these  subjects  of  legisla- 
tfon  are  not  even  mentioned  in  the  Constitution* 
The  first  of  these  restrictive  amendments  i^,  that 
'^Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  es- 


<  peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition  Govern- 
'ment  for  a  redress  of  grievances."  Now  the 
Constitution  is  silent  on  all  these  subjects;  yet, 
if  Congress  possess  no  powers  to  legislate  upon 
them,  where  could  have  existed  the  necessity  of 
restrictinjn^  them  by  this  amendment,  to  certain 
bounds,  if  they  should  at  any  time  deem  it  pro- 
per to  make  them  the  subjects  of  legislation? 
Again,  sir,  the  Constitution  makes  provision  for 
tbeestablishmentof  a  judiciary,  but  says  nothing 
about  the  system  of  law,  whether  the  civil  or 
common  law,  by  which  the  couru,  thus  estab- 
lished, are  to  be  regulated ;  bow  was  it  then  un- 
derstood that  the  common  law  was  to  be  adopted  7 
By  implication,  undoubtedly. 

But,  sir,  in  showing  that  this  Government  de- 
rives many  powers  by  implication,  I  am  sensible 
that  I  am  travelling  somewhat  out  of  my  way. 
It  is  sufficient  to  sajr,  that  the  power  of  passing 
this  bill  is  not  derived  to  this  Government  l>y 
implication ;  the  power  accrues  by  express  terms 
in  the  Constitution— the  power  of  providing  the 


best  ineansfor  carrying  other  gorernmeatal pow- 
ers into  efiect. 

There  is  one  other  ground  wnich  ray  wcrtb^ 
colleague  has  taken,  in  bis  endeavor  to  show  the 
uneoostitutiaaality  of  this  bill,  which  1  also  deem 
worthy  of  >ome  slight  notice:  That  is,  that  the 
constituted  powers  of  this  Gh^vernment  are  mere 
delegated  powers,  i^ot  /rom  the  sovereign  people, 
but  from  the  States,  as  States!  And  bowtloei 
he  prove  this  strange  doctriiie  ?  Why,  says  iie^ 
if  the  States  should  neglect  or  refuse  to  elect  the 
Senators,  whieh  compose  one  branch  of  thii 
Legislature,  this.Gbverament  would  bedtssolred. 
Therefore,  this  €lo?ernment  depends  upon  the 
will  of  the  States  for  its  organization ;  and  then- 
fore,  it  ism  creature  of  the  States!  Really, sir, 
this  is  very  profound  reasoning!  Liet  as  inst 
look  at  the  other  side  of  the  <|oe:Ktion,  sir,  and  we 
shall  then  be  enabled  to  see  what  a  very  cos- 
venieot  method  of  reasonipg  this  is.  I  am  goiog 
to  prove,  in  the  same  way,  the  very  reverse  ot 
this  proposition;  that  is,  that  the  coasiituted 
powers  of  this  Government  are  mere  delegations 
of  powers,  not  from  the  Statea,  as  States,  hot 
from  the- sovereign  people.  I  proveit  thus,  sir: 
If  the  sovereign  people  should  nes^lect  or  refuse 
to  elect  the  representatives,  ^hich  cdoiposeone 
branch  of  this  Legislature,  this  Qerernmeat 
would  be  dissolved ;  therefore,  this  Government 
depends  upon  the  will  of  th|»  people  for  iu  orgsni- 
zation ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  «  creature  of  the  peo- 
ple. In  the  same  way,  sir,  yon  can  proretbat 
the  State  governments  owe  their  existence  to 
the  will  of  the  returning  officers  of  the  different 
counties  ;< because,  if  those  officers  should  oe^leet 
or  refuse  to  make  the  returns  of  the  elections, 
there  could  be  no  State  legislatures,  and  thos 
the  State  governments  would  jbe  dissolved. 
Therefore,  a  State  government  depends  npoe 
the  will  of  the  returning  officers ;  and,  therefore, 
it  is  a  creature  of  those  officers. 

Admtttiog,  for  argument  s»ke,  that  we  coold 
not  go  to  elections  unless  our  horses  wotdd  carrf 
us  there,  we  can,  in  the  saine  manner,  prove  that 
all  our  governments  are  creatures  oi  those  toi* 
roals ;  because  tf  our  horses  should  refuse  to 
carry  us  to  the  election  polls,  there  eoald  be  so 
elections ;  if  there  were  no  eleetions.  there  conld 
be  no  representatives  chosen;  and,  if  none  were 
chosen,  there  eould  be  no  legislatures;  and  tiias 
the  governments  woul^be  dissolved.  There 
fore,  all  governments  would  depend  upon  the 
will  of  our  horses ;  and,  therefore,  they  would  be 
mere  creatures -of  those  animals. 

.  We  are  very  apt  to  run  a  wild-goose  chtse,  sir, 
when  we  attempt  to  demonstrate,  by  retsooin^, 
facts  which  are  obvious  to  the  senses.  ThQs,ii 
you  would  prove  that  there  is  heat  in  fire,  doo'^ 
go  to  reasoning  ahout  it,  but  put  your  finger  ioto 
it,  and  the  fact  will  be  ascertained  at  once.  \} 
the  same,  manner  when  we  want  to  asGertau 
whether  this  Government  is  ^  creature  of  the 
States,  as  States,  or  whether  it  is  a  creatorro^ 
the  people^  let  us  just  look  at  the  ConstitotioB 
itself,  the  text-book,  as  an  honorable  geotleoan 
I  from  North  Carolina  calls  it,  and  there  wecia 
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aieertain  the  fact  preciseljr.  It.^  preamble  deter- 
mines the  point.  The  words  of  that  preamble 
are,  "We,  the  people  of  the  United  States."  dbc. 
Not'* We,  the  Umted  States, as  States,"  dbc. 

But,  sir,  even  if  this  QorefnmeDt  was  a  crea- 
ture of  the  States,  as  States,  what  bearing  could 
it  hare  on  the  question  before  us  1  Ought  we  on 
that  account  to  gire  to  words  in  that  Constitu- 
tion a  different  meaning?  Would  the  words. 
^'Coofi^ress  shall  h^ye  power  to  inake  all  laws 
'which  are  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  the 
*  foregoing  powers  into  effect,"  be  liable  to  diffier- 
ent  ioterpretations,'  according  as  it  should  be  as- 
certained that,  this  Qofernment  is  a  creature  of 
the  States,  as  States,  or  of  the  people?  Cer- 
taioJx  not. 

1  hare  thought  proper,  thns  far^  to  notice  some 
of  the  principal  grounds  on  which  my  worthy 
colleagae  has  rested  his  argumenta  against  the 
constitQiionality  of  this  bill, -because  if  these 
groaods  are  not  tenable,  bis  arguments  must  fall 
of  coarse ;  and  thus  would  be  justified  the  asser- 
tion of  tl^  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, (Mr.  PioKV AN,)  that  the  whole  argument, 
taken  together,  is  '^n  ingenious  piece  of  sophis- 
try." It  is  so,  indeed*  ^od  it  is  nothing  more. 
Another  inducement  which  I  have  had  for  this 
is,  to  ecable  myself  with  propriety,  and  at  the 
same  time  wiih  pleasure,  to  observe,  that  the 
grounds  taken  by  my  colleague  have  been  the 
principal  reliance  of^the  opponents  of  this  bill; 
as  many  gentlemen  on  that  side  have,  probahty 
with  a  rery  becoming  diffidence  in  the  strengtn 
of  their  own  views  of  the  subject,  pointed  to  him 
at  one  among  them  whom  they  seemed  to  im- 
agine had  sastaiaed  the  argument ;  a  tribute  of 
applause  which  I  think  those  gentlemen  were 
boQod  in  conscience  thus  justly  to  bestow. 
,  Having,  aa  I  trust,  obviated  the  Constitutional 
difficoUiea  which  have  been  urged  against  the 
passage  of  thia  bill,  it  remains  to  say  something 
ahoQt  iu  merits ;  and  in  doing  this,  I  shall  be  as 
concise  as  possible. 

Ii  would  be  arrogance  in  me,  sir,  to' go  into  a 
leoffthy  and  minute  deUil  of  the  operations^of 
banking,  as  it  is  projwr  to  presume  that  every 
member  has  made  himself  acquainted  with  the 
subject.  I  might,  however,  be  permitted  gene- 
railjr  to  observe,  that  from  the  constant  depre- 
ciation of  gold  and  silver  money  for  centuries 
past,  and  the  probability  of  their  still  continuing 
to  depreciate,  the  necessity  of  a  well  established 
banking  system  becomes  every  day  more  and 
more  obvions.  Ten  thousand  dollars,  which,  in 
these  days,  is  faiut  a  moderate  fortune,  is-  nearly 
a  cart-load  iia  silver.  Thirty  years  ago  half  that 
ram  would  purchase  as  much  as  the  whole  will 
now.  Possibly,  in  the  course  of  a  century,  a 
pOQod  weight  of  gold  will  not  be  more  valuable 
than  a  pound  weight  of  silver  is  at  present.  Qold, 
ss  acttrrency,  will  then  have  become  very  cum- 
bersome; and  silver,  as  a  currency,  will  then  be 
scarcely  portable.  What,  then,  is  to  be  done? 
Why  put  these  metals  into  the  vaults  of  banks, 
and  issue,  in  paper,  that  which  represents  them ; 
or  rather,  that  which  jointly  represents  them  and 


the  promissory  note?,  oi;  other  liens  on  property, 
which  are  deposited  there.  This,  sir,  is  the  only 
remedy  of  which  I  can  have  any  conception ;  and, 
therefore,  it  appears  to  me  highly  important  that 
the  best  possible  plan  of  banking  should  be  de- 
vised and  adopted  by  this  Government. 

It  has  been  my  opinion,  sir,  that,  instead  of  the 
present  United  States'  Bank,  a  National  Bank 
ought  to  be  established  upon  a  general  plan,  and 
be  so  organized  as  to  invite,  and  eventually  draw 
into  it,  much  of  the  other  banking  capitals,  in 
order  that  the  business  of  banking  might  be  re- 
duced more  to  one  entire  system ;  that  it  should 
not  be  under  the  control  of  Government,  but, 
neveirtheless,  under  their  inspection ;  that,  for  this' 
pur|>08e,  Gk>veroment  should  appoint  a  stnall  pro- 
portion of  the  directors  in  every  branch,  and  la 
the  mother  bank,  whose  business  it  should  be  to 
render,  at  proper  intervals,  stated  accounts  of  its. 
debts,  discounts,  and  deposites,  in  order  that  it 
should  always  appear  that  it  waa  properly  con- 
ducted, and  kept  within  due  bounds ;  and,  finally, 
that  Government  should  share  such  part  of  thii^ 
profits  of  the  establishment  as  might  be  deemed 
reasonable.  Proper  provisions  onght  also  to  be 
made  to  prevent  us  being  rendered  subservient  to 
political  or  parly  purposes,  which  I  imagine 
would  be  no  very  difficult  thing. 

The  principal  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a 
general  system  of  this  kind,  in  addition  to  some 
which  I  have  before  mentioned,  would  be.  first, 
its  affording  a  permanent  revenue ;  secondly^  its 
greater  security  and  stability;  find,  thirdly,  the 
uniformity  of  its  ciirrency,  and  the  better  means 
of  providing  against  losses  by  counterfeiting. 

1  am.  howevef,  sensible,  sir,  of  the  great  diffi- 
culty of  convincing  every  one,  by  whose  vote  it 
must  pass,  of  the  practicability  of  any  new  plan 
of  this  kind,  however  perfect  and  well  matared 
it  might  be  when  offered.  I  am  also  sensible  of 
the  inconvenience  of  pulling  down  one  system 
in  order  to  build  up  another,  and  of  the  d^stresa 
and  ruin  of  iodividuals.it  would  occasion  if  it 
should  be  done  suddenly.  I  am,  therefore,  willing 
to  adopt  such  plan,  as,  if  not  the  best,  shall  be. 
thought  by  a  majority  the  most  expedient  at 
present,  and  leave  to  futurity  the  building  up  of 
a  different  system.  1  shall,  therefore,  vote  for  a 
mere  re-iooorporation  of  the  present  bank,  if  noth- 
ing better  can  at  present  be  had ;  and  if  anything 
can  be  added  to  it,  by  way  of  improvement,  so  as 
to  render  it  lj»ss  exceptionable,  I  will  also  vote 
for  that. 

Perhaps,  sir,  it  might  be  as  well  to  re-incorpo* 
rate  the  present  bank  for  eight  or  ten  years  only, 
and,  in  the  meantime,  be  making  provision  for 
building  up  another  upon  a  more  approved  plan. 

I  conceive,  sir,  that  the  advantages  of  banking 
depend  much  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  sys- 
tem is  organized.  If  properly  organized,  they 
are  undoubtedly  a  great  national  benefit ;  if  badly 
organized,  they  become  a  nuisance  to  commu- 
nity ;  and  some  of  the  banks  which  were  estab- 
lished in  the  Eastern  States  are  striking  instancea 
to  illustrate  the  truth  of  this  remark.  Generally 
speaking,  it  may  be  said,  that  all  patty  banka  are 
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in  daoger  of  becoming^  such  nuisapees ;  because 
tfaey  are  but  too  apt,  in  the  first  iostanoe,  to  be 
establisbed,  and  sooietimes  managed,  upon  ino- 
firoper,  or  even  dishonest  prineipies.  In  some  in« 
stances  ibey  have  proved  mischievous,  frpm  the 
mere  ignorance  of  those  by  whom  they  nave  been 
managed,  of  the  only  true  principles  on  which 
banks  can  be  safely  conducted. 

When  properly  organized^  the  great  and  most 
essential  benefit  to  be  derived,  consists  ia  the  si|v- 
ing  of  labor,  if  I  may  so  express  myself,  in. pro- 
curing the  reouisite  quantity  of  gold  and  silver, 
to  cepresent  all  the  various  articles  of  wealth  in 
a  nation.  Suppose.  Tor  instance,  that  a  million 
of  inhabitants  were  to  be  placeo  by  themselves, 
without  any  gold  and  silver  among  them,  but  at 
the  same  time  with  a  sufllctency  or  all  the  other 
articles  which  constitute  wealth,  they  would  then 
re4)uire,  sajr  five  million  of  doliara  for  a  circu- 
lating medium  to  represent  those  article*,  in  order 
to  be  enabled  to  carry  on  commerce  or  exchange 
amon^  themselves ;  of  course  five  millions  worth 
of  their  articles  of  wealth,  or,  in  other  words,  five 
ntltions  woHh-  of  their  labor,  must  be  sent  abroad 
to  purchase  and  bring  back  this  necessary  quan- 
tity of  ffold  and  silver.  Now,  by  the  establish- 
ment of  a  banking  system,  on  proper  principles^ 
one-half  of  this  hard  ndoney  would  answer  their 
purpose,  and  thus  they  would  save  to  themselves 
two  and  a  half  millions  worth  of  their  labor,  or 
if  a  products,  which  they  could  apply  to  other  pyir- 
peses. ' 

Now,  the  territory  of  the  United  Stttes  wilt, 
according  to  their  present  ratio  of  increasing  pop- 
ulation, in  the  course  of  a  century,  be  filled  with 
a  hundred  million  of  inhabitants.  They  will 
therefore  require,  say  five  hundred  million  of  dol- 
li^rs  for  the  necessary  circulating  medium;  at 
present  there  is,  say  forty  millions  in  circulation ; 
of  course  four  hundred  and  sixty  millions  worth 
of  the  products  of  their  labof  must,  in  the  course 
of  a  century,  go  abroad  to  bring  back  its  value 
in  gold  and  silver  to  provide  this  necessary  cir- 
culating medium.  But  if  we  can  establish  and 
perpetuate  a  safe  and  durable  banking  system, 
only  one  half  of  this  value  in  the  products  of 
liibor  need  go  abroad  to  bring  back  the  requisite 
quantity  otgold  and  silver;  and  thus  a  gain  is, 
in  that  time,  made  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  millions  worth  of  labor;  which  would 
probably  be  nearly  suflScient  to  make  all  the 
canals  that  may  become  requisite  within  our  ter- 
ritory. I  have  made  this  statement  in  general 
terms  to  show  how  immensely  important  it  most 
be  to  the  United  States  to  establish  a  banking 

Sstem  upon  the  most  durable  and  best  possible 
Rn. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, on  my 
kft,  (Mr.  BuRWRLL,)  has  informed  us,-  if  I  under- 
atood  him  rightly,  that  he  is,  on  the  whole,  op- 
posed to  the  banking  system  entirely,  because  it 
tends  too  much  to  encourage  commerce;  that 
we  are  already  too  commercial.  I  am  sensible, 
air,  that,  in  the  Southern  States,  a  prejudice  has 
existed  against  commerce;  and  this  very  preju- 
dice has  seryed  to  build  up  a  great  many  hoasea 


in  our  Northern  tow  da.  at  the  expense  of  tlis 
Southern  States ;  because,  if  those  States,  pirti- 
cttlarly  Virginia,  had  exerted  themselves  iofo- 
eouraging  commerce  to  be  carried  on  withia 
their  own  limits,  much  of  the  wealth  so  rapidlf 
acquired  in  commercial  pursuits,  which  is  dow 
to  be  found  in  those  towns,  might  have  bees 
amassed  in  those  States.  But  does  that  booor- 
able  gentleman  really  believe  that,  by  pollio^ 
down  this  bank,  there  will  be  less  Mnkioji  bosl- 
ness  done  in  the  United  Statea?  No,  sir,  the 
capital  that  is  now  etpployed  in  this  bank  will 
soon  find  its  way  into  the  State  banks.  Per- 
mit me  also  to  say,  sir,  that  Hbe  notion  of  trf • 
ing  to  make  ourselves  lea»  commercial  is  idle 
and  visionary — it  is  the  ''stuff  that  dreams  are 
made  of."  1  admits  sir,  that,  for  the  purpose  of 
rendering  ouraelres  less  dependent  on  ibreiga  oa- 
tions,  it  might  be  well  to  encourage  maaoTae- 
tures  to  a  certain  degree ;  but,  suppose  we  shoald, 
would  we  be  essentially  the  less  commercial  oa 
that  account  1  I  trust  not.  Commerce  seeois  to 
be  congenial  to  the  dispositions  of  a  large  por- 
tion of.  our  countrymen,  and  it  ia  Yatn  to  atiempt 
to  change  their  habits  and  pursuits.  Indeed,  sir, 
if  we  will  but  look  at  the  nations  of  the  world, 
both  of  ancient  and  modern  days,  We  shall  fiod 
that  those  who  have  been  most  commercial,  bare 
ever  been  the  most  active,  enterprising,  iotelli- 
gent,  and  free.  I  consider  commerce  as  ooe  of 
the  great  levers  by  which  the  world  baa  beea 
raised  from  darkiless  into  light— from  barbarism 
into  civilixation  and  refinenftent. 

An  honorable  gentleman  froip  Maryland  (Mr. 
McKim)  has  given  us  m  statement  of  the  sitoa- 
tion  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  wbicb  I 
will  just  notice.  That  gentleman  made  tbU 
bank  indebted  to  somebody,  I  don't  know  wbom, 
in  the  sum  of  about  ten  million  of  dollars. 

The  gentleman  also  informed  us  that  he  bad 
been  a  bank  director  in  his  time — of  course,  tbat 
he  must  understand  the  business. 

Presently,  however,  the  worthy,  intelligeot 
gentleman  began  to  say  something  about  oota 
deposited  in  the  bank  for  discount,  totheamoost 
of  fifteen  million  dollars:  But  these  notes,  be 
strenuously  contended,  were  not  diie  totbebaokl 
So  much  knowledge  must,  I  suppose,  have  result- 
ed from  having  been  a  bank  director  1  I  think 
the  gentleman  afterward  admitted  that,  if  tbese 
notes  were  real)?  doe  to  the  bank,  it  would  tbeo, 
indeed,  possess  the  means  of  producing  a  general 
state  ot  distress,  if  we  should  compel  it  suddeoif 
to  wind  up  its  concerns.  Exactly  so,  sir ;  so  fu 
the  gentleman  was  correct. 

But,  with  respect,  to  the  rest  of  thisstateaeot, 
I  shall  merely  observe  that,  if  a  gentiemao  eoald 
make  a  mistake  of  fifteen  million  dollars  is  half 
a  minute,  how  far  would  he  probably  travel  oot 
of  the  way  in  half  an  hour?  Why,  sir,  be  would 
be  in  danger  of  becoming  one  of  the  antipodes. 

Another  objection  urged  against  the  renewal 

of  the  present  bank  charter  is,  that  a  large  part 

of  toe  stockholders  are  subjects  of  Gkeat  BrittiOi 

and  that,  if  we  should  hanpen  to  be  at  war  with 

I  tbat  naiioni  these  capitaluta  would  have  it  i' 
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their  power  to  injure  the  best  interests  of  th^ 

COQOlff. 

On  the  first  impression,  it  struck  rae  that  this 
mi^ht  possibly  be  the  case ;  but,  on  more  mature 
reflectiooi  I  cannot  "see  how  this  could  be  done, 
ereo  if  those  capitalists  were  so  base,  and  sp  re- 
gardless of  their  own  interests,  as  to  attempt  any* 
tbiog  of  the  kind.  They  have  no  direct  control 
orer  the  concerns  of  the  bank;  it  is  manai^ed  by 
direetors  who  are  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
If  any  one  can.  however,  point  out  any  effectual 
method  which  could  be  taken  by  these  capital- 
ists, and  which  it  is  even  femotely  probable 
woald  be  taken,  I  will  then  admit  that  this  may 
be  a  greater  or  less  objection,  not  against  the  re- 
incorporation of  the  bank,  but  against  the  policr 
^f  saffering  European  capitalists  tp  hold  much 
property  in  the  bank. 

Anoiner  objection,  which  has  been  urged,  is 
that  this  bank  is  under  the  inianagement  of  those 
who  are,  for  the  most  part,  opposed  in  political 
sentiment  to  the  present  Administration. 

If  I  believed  that  those  who  manage  the  eon- 
ceros  of  this  bapk  could  wield  it  as  a  political 
eogioe,  as  was  formerlv  the  case,  Ishoukl  be  in- 
duced to  vote  against  tne  bill  entirely. ,  Bat,  sir, 
the  fact  is,  this  is  not  the  case  at  present^  nor 
do  I  conceive  it  can  ever  be  the  ease  again.  So 
many  State  banks  have  been  created,  that  men 
of  ail  political  descriptions  can  now  be  accom- 
modated at  one  bank,  or  at  another ;  so  that  the 
idea  of  bestowing  bank  favors,  as  a  reward  for 
political  professions,  has  been  long  since  aban- 
dooed.  As  the  English  mastiff  has,  therefore, 
lost  his  teeth,  he  can  no  longer  bite  those  who 'are 
not  of  his  bousehold— and,  knowing  this,  his 
fierceness  has  abated — he  has  become  more  civil 
to  stran|^r»,  and  more  fit  and  williog  to  be  made 
sabservient  to  the  wishes  of  all. ' 

Sir,  there  is  another  string,  which  is  yet  neces- 
sary to  be  touched,  and  I  shall  touch  it  but  light- 
ly, for  it  is  a  tender  one:^  It  la  the  distress  and 
ruin  which  must  ensue 'upon  the  vote  that  is 
abooi  to  be  given,  if  that  vote  shall,  as  I  believe 
it  will,  be  against  the  re-ineorporation  of  this 
bank,  in  some  shape  or  other.  From  this  distress, 
•ir  probably  all  ot  us  will  be  exempt.  The  storm 
will  pass  over  us,  and  we  shall  only  hear  it  at  a 
distance;  yet  the  individual  on  Whom  it  shall 
most  heavily  fall,  will  not,  on  that  account,  .feel 
it  the  less  sensibly.    When  I  speak  of  individu* 
alsjimean  toexpressmyselfempbatically^.  There 
are  incorporated  individuals  whose  favorite  dwei- 
lings  may  yet,  by  this  vote,  be  shook  to  pieces 
over  their  heads ;  but  as  far  as  any  of  these  may 
have  been  instrumental  in  producing  the  present 
state  of  tbings,so  far  will  their  labors  have  obtaioed- 
their  just  reward.    I  hope,  however,  that  none  of 
this  description,  iQ  my  own  State,  have  had  any 
agency  in  this  business.    But,  sir,  for  those  unin- 
corporated individuals  who  are  to  be  sacrificed  by 
this  meaaure,  I  feel  some  commiseration;  be- 
eaose,  I  have  some  idea  of  the  feelings  that  a 
roioed  man  must  experience^  particularly  if  he 
has  a  family  to  be  supported  by  his  exertions.    It 
would  be  enay,  beoanse  it  would  be  natural^  to 


draw  a  picture  of  this  kind  of  distress';  but  thia 
is  dot  the  only  dark  side  which  might  be  present- 
ed-*-its  demoralizing  effects  ought  jilso  to  be  no- 
ticed. By  too  frequently,  and,  in  this  case  1  may 
add,  wantonly,  deranging^  and  prostrating  the 
affairs  of  individuals,  particularly  of  mercantile 
men,  you  naturally  encourage  in  them,  from  mere 
motive  of  self-defence,  principles  which  tend  to 
tender  them  a  set  of  sharpers. 

I  have  heretoforcf  mentioned  that  there  were, 
at  the  last  session,  nearly  thirty  of  a  majority  for  ^ 
re-incorporating  this  bank; and  among  those  were 
two  of  my  honorable  colleagues,  whom  I  now 
ficrd'  on  the  other  side  of  the  qaestion.  It  would 
now  seem  that  th^re  is,  probably,  a  majority 
against  it.  How  does  this  happen ?  lean  ac- 
count for  it  in  part,  but  not  wholly.  The  Lesis- 
latures  of  some  States  have  undertaken  to  ^in- 
struct" or  ^  request"  their  several  delegations  to 
vote  according  to  thei^  views  of  the  subject.  It 
is  generally  understood,  I  believe,  sir,  that  those 
who  may  not  think  proper  to  listen  to  this  moni- 
tory warning^  are  to  be  denounced,  cast  ofi^  aud 
thrown — not  into  a  den  of  lion^^ — for  those  ani- 
mals, though  fierce,  are  somewhat  nobte'in  their 
nhture — but  into  a  dea  with  one  or  two  ugly  wild 
beasts — exoties,  I  believe,  sir,  who  seem  to  be  kept 
on  account  of  the  peculiar  fhciiity  they  possess 
of  besmirching  others  with  their  own  filth.  But, 
I  would  ask  those  who  have  thus  undertaken  to 
instruct  and  direct  members  here,  how.  in  God's 
name,  did  they  beeome  invested  with  this  control- 
ling p6wer  ?  Were  they  elected  to  manage  the 
afikirs  of  this  Government  1  As  well  might  the 
State  delegations  to  this  Government  assume  lo 
themselves  the  right  of  instructing  knd  directing 
their  several  State  Legislatures  how  they  should 
act.  No  dictatorship  in  this  free  country,  sir !  I, 
for  one,  protest  against  iu  I  hold  myself  respon- 
sible to  my  constituents  only^  for  the  vote  I  may 
give  oh  any  ouestion ;  and  thatvdte,  which  my 
conscience  tells  me  I  ought  to  give,  shall  never 
be  controlled  by  the  imposing  frowns  of  any  man 
Of  set  of  men  whatever. 

Sir,  if  this  doctrine  is-to  prevail  that  the  State, 
delegations  are  to  direct  ua  how  we  must  act, 
then  we  shall  be  in  danger  of  becoming  a  fallen 
people.  It  will  go  to  subvert  the  purposes  for 
which  this  Government  was  established.  It  will 
be  reducing  us  to  a  state  which  mav  even  prove 
worse  than  the  old  Confederation ;  for,  even  un* 
der  that  system  of  Government,  the  State  Legis- 
latures did  n6t  attempt  to  dictate  to  Oongress, 
but,  on  the  contrary.  Congress  used  to  recommend 
measures  for  them  to  adopt. 

My  idea,  sir,  of  the  best  method  of  getting 
along  with  our  various  concerns,  is,  for  each  to 
mind  their  own  business.  lam  not  soarrogant  as  to 
wish  to  have  any  control  over  the  opinions  or  the 
votes  of  others ;  «nd  all  that  I  require  in  return 
is,  that  the  same  measure  of  courtesy  be  dealt  out 
to  mc 

Sir,  I  have  thought  proper,  in  order  to  vindi- 
cate mv  owA  sentiments,  and  my  own  independ- 
ence or  feeling,  to  say  thus  much.  I  have  little 
more  to  say,  ^rther  than  to  repeat,  that  I  am  op- 
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posed  to  putiif]^  down  this  bank  suddenly,  and 
unexpectedly,  and  in  no  way  whatever,  nnleas  it 
be  done  gradually,  while  another,  less. exception- 
able, is  rearing  up  to  fill  its  place.  Permit  me  to 
add,  sir,  that  it  requires  mucfi  less  capacity  to  poll 
down  than  to  build  up ;  that  I  am  afraid  that 
some  who  never  can  distinguish  themselT.es  in 
the  one  way,  may,  in  their  love  of  fame,  aim  at 
the  acquirement  of  some-distinction  in  the  other.. 
I  confess  1  have  some  little  fears  on  this  subject ; 
for  I  am  fullv  convinced,  sir,  that  if  ever  this 
Government  shall  be  prostrated,  which  God  for- 
bid !  the  work  will  be  accomplished  not  by  Ro- 
mans, but  by  the  hands  of  such  as  those  under 
which  Rome  sunk  and  perished. 

Mr.  Tallmapqe  said,  although  the  bill  now 
before  the  House  had  undergone  a  pretty  ample 
discussion,  and  although  he  felt  almost  disquali- 
fied from  speaking  distinctly,  from  the  pressure 
of  a  severe  cold,  yet  he  could  not  reconcile  it  to 
his  sense  of  duty  to  permit  the  question  to  be 
taken  on  the'  present  bill,  without  submitting  a 
few  remarks  to  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
In  duing  this,  he  would  endeavor  to  place  the 
questioO  on  its  proper  basis,  divested  of  any.  ex- 
traneous considerations,  by-the  admission  of  which 
some  gentlemen  -appeared  to  have  lost  sight  of 
the  true  merits  of  the  question. 

Before  I  proceed  to  discuss  the  bill  now  before 
the  House. (said  Mr.  T.)  I  take  occasion  to  re- 
mark, some  ^entlehian  appear  to  entertain,  very 
limited,  and,  m  my  judgment^  very  incorrect  ideas 
of  banking  institution^.  From  some  observations 
which  ^have  listened  to,  I  should  suppose  that  a 
bank  was  considered  nothing  better  than  a  broker's 
office,  in  which  Jews  and  money  brokers  meet  to 
prey  upon  the  community.    Others  have  com- 

Eared  the  institution  to  Pandora's  box,  from  which 
ave  issued  the  principal  evils  which  have  afflicted 
this  counti'y. -Many  similar  remarks,  equally  crude 
and  irrelevant,  have  been  submitted  by  some  sen- 
tiemen  who  wish  the  dissolution  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  For  the  information  of  such 
gentlemen,  1  take  occasion  to  remark,  that  the 
use  of  banks  by  the  principal  commercial  nations 
in  the  civilized  world,  stamps  a  value  upon  the 
institution,  too  broad  and  too  well  attested,  to  be 
questioned  at  this  time. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States,  whose  corpo- 
rate existence  we  are  called  on  to  continue,  seems 
•  to  have  been  instituted  priocipally  for  two  pur- 
poses, (viz.)  that  Of  discount  and  deposite.  Undet 
the  first,  loans  and  facilities  are  obtained  both  by 
the  Government  and  individuals;  and  by  the  last, 
corporate  bodies  and  individuals  are  enabled  to 
lodge  their  money,  or  other  precious  treasures,  in 
the  vaults  of  the  bank,  for  safe-keeping,  to  be  with- 
drawn at  pleasure. 

It  will  not  be  a  fair  course  of  reasoning  to  in- 
fer, that  because  some  banks  have  beeti  used  for 
baa  purposes,  therefore  all  must  be  of  pernicious 
tendency.  The  abuse  of  any  blessing  can  never 
be  fairly  urged  agliin&t  iu  use»  The  great  multi- 
Blication  of  banks,^  by  the  different  Sta^tes  in  the 
■  Union,  proves  the  sense  which  the  pnblic  enter- 
tain of  their  utility.    The  Bank  of  North  Amer^ 


ica,  which  was  incorporated  in  the  year  1780, 
served  greatly  to  invigorate  public  credit,  tsd 
unquestionably  shed  a  salutary  influence  on  the 
measures  of  that  eventful  epoch  in  our  Rerolaiicm. 
But  I  will  not  enlarge  on  this  point,  presomiDg 
that  few  can  be  found  within  tbe  sound  of  mf 
voice,  who  will  question  the  utility  of  the  Bask 
of  the  United  Statesb 

The  remarks  which  I  propose  to  submit,  will 
be  comprised  under  the  two  following  geoenl 
heads; 

1.  Has  Congpress  a  Constitutional  power  to  Te> 
new  the  present  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States? 

2.  Is  it  expedient,  at  this  time,  to  permit  its 
charter  lo  expire  ? 

That  the  field  of  controversy  may  be  nirrowed 
as  much  as  possible.  It  may  not  be  improper  to 
consider  the  points  in  which  all  agree ;  sod  also 
the  most  prominent  subjects  of  debate.  I  there- 
fore consider  the  three  following  points  ts  agreed 
to  by  the  friends  as  well  as  the  enemies  of  the 
present  bill. 

1.  That  Ck)ngress  have  the  Constitutional  power 
to  make  all  laws  decessary  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

2.  That  banks  are  among  the  necessary  meaos 
to  enable  the  Gk)vernfiient  to  carry  on  its  fiseal  ar- 
rangements. 

3.  That  no^positive  injustice  can  be  chargeable 
upon  the  Government  even  if  it  should  refuse  to 
renew  the  charter  of  the  bank,  iuasmucb  as  it  will 
expire  by  its  own  limitation. 

The  points  in  controversy  between  us,  ate  the 
three  following : 

'  1.  The  opposers  of  the  bill  on  vour  table  assert, 
that,  to  renew  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  States,  Congress  must  assume  a  power  not 
warranted  by  the  Constitution. 

To  this  doctrine  I  enter  my  solemn  protest. 

2.  They  f\irther  assert  that  the  State  banks  are 
competent  to  answer  all  the  demands  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  in  iheir  fiscal  operations. 

This  doctrine  I  can  by  no  means  admit. 

3.  It  has  also  be^en  asserted,  that  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  originated  with  a  party;  that 
it  ha^  been  supported  by  a  party ;  and  mast  nov 
be  decided  on  party'  principles. 

The  two  first  parts  ef  this  proposition  I  desfr 
but  I  fear  I  shall  be  constrained  to  submit  to  the 
last. 

I  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  the  Consti- 
tutional question,  and  inasmuch  as  it  embraees 
consequences  very  momentous,  both  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government  and  to  our  individual  citizens, 
I  hope  this  honorable  House  will  hear  me  with 
candor. 

The  ground  taken  by  the  opposers  of  the  pra- 
ent  bill  rests  upon  the  10th  article  of  the  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  which  declares  that 
the  powers  not  delegated  to  Congress  are  reserved 
to  the  States,  dbc.,and  bencean  inference  is  drawn 
that  because  no  express  power  can 'be  found  del- 
egating the  authority  to  grant  incorporatiooS) 
therefore  Congress  cannot  constitutionally  exer- 
cise such  power.    The  ikllaey  of  this  argooent 
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may  be  shown  in  namberless  instances,  and  from 
every  day's  experience  in  legislation.  As  a  fami* 
liar  instance,  I  be^^leave  to  inqoire,  by*  what  express 
authority  in  the  Constitution  has  the  Government 
any  power  to  establish  custom-booses',  or  to  ap- 
point officers  for  the  ooiteetion  of  the  revenue? 
And  yet  the  orderly  management  oj  the  Trea&ury 
Department  so  imperiously  demands  the  exercise 
of  tkis  power,  that  no- doubt  has  ever  been  enter- 
taioed  as  to  its  constitutionality. 

In  defining  the  powers  of  Congress,  there  seems 
to  be  a  threefold  rule  given  in  the  Conscitutioa. 

1.  Positive  as  to  the  power  granted. 

2.  Negative  on  the  (General  GK>vernment. 

3.  Negative  on  the  States. 
If  gentlemen  will  turn  to  the  first  article  of  the 

Constitutiob, under  the  8th  section,  they  will  fin^ 
the  powers  enumerated  which  Congress  may  ex- 
ercise. Inasmuch  as  Congress  has  the  power  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im^ts  and  excises, 
so  it  is  also,  provided^  ^'  That  they  may  make  ail 
laws  wbicii  may  be  necessary  and  proper  for  car- 
ryiag  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,"  dbe. 
Here  is  the  basis  on  which  1  am  willing  to  rest 
the  argument  that  the  Legislature  of  the  Uohed 
States  has  the  rig^  to  incorporate  a  bank  for  the 
purpose  of  collecting,  in  the  moei^safe  iTnd  facile 
maDQer,  the  revenues  of  the  couotry,  as  well  as 
of  disbursing  the  same  with  the  least  expense  and 
iacoDvenienee  to  the  Government,  in  any  part  of 
the  United  States  where  the  sameehoold  oe  need- 
faJ.  If  it  should  be  conceded,  that  banking  insti- 
tutions are  neceseary  to  the  convenient  and  imt- 
derly  manaipement  of  our  fiscal  concerns,  (and  I 
flatter  myself  thia  will  not  be  conicsten,)  then 
shall  I  consider  the  Constitutional  question  nearly 
settled,  unless  it  can  be  proved  that  State  banks 
can  be  a  safe  substitute  tor  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  On  this  point  I  shall  have  occasion 
to  remark  hereafter. 

Id  the  9th  section,  under  the  lat  article  of  the 
CoQstitotioD,  the  exercise  of  certain  powers  is 
prohibited  to  the  General  Qovernment,  but  no- 
thiag  can  there  be  foiind  toocbing  the  present 
question.  It  roust  therefore  be  included  in  the 
amendment  before  quoted, the  explaoAtion  already 
given  of  which  I  hope  may  be  satisfacto^  to.this 
Bouse.  I 

In  the  10th  section  of  the  same  article,  the 
States  are  prohibited  from  exeroising  certain  pow- 
ers. Among  other  things  they  are  not  permitted 
"to  coin  money;  emit  bills  of  credit ;  make  any- 
thing but  gold  and  silver  a  tender  in  payment  of 
debt5,"  dbc  Although  1  am  not  disposed,  in.  this- 
place,  to  contest  the  right  claimed  by  the  several 
States  to  incorporate  twnksad  libitwn^  yet  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  there  appears  to  be 
a  more  literal  restriction  on  the  State  authorities 
to  grant  charters  to  banks,  than  on^  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  U|ki ted  States..  This  construction 
receives  additional  confirmation^  when  it  is  re- 
membered that,  in  some  States,  bank  bills  have  so 
far  been  made  a  legal  tender,  aa  to  be  reeeivable 
for  State  taxes,  d^.  The  inference  from  these 
remarks  is  simply  this,  that  as  bank  bills  are  a 
species  of  bills  of  credit,  the  several  States  cannot 


coqstitutionally  authorize  their  emission  ;  and  aa 
they  are  the  best  representative  of  gold  and  silver,, 
Congress  alone  has  the  power  under  the  Consti-^ 
totion  to  regulate  the  same. 
'   in  the  modetn  rage  for  potting  down  former 
institutions,  we  seem  to  arrogate  to  ourselves  more^ 
wisdom  than  our  predecessors  possessed.    In  the- 
preamble  to  the  act  establishing  the  Bank  of  the- 
United  States,  among  other  reasons  .assigned  for 
the  passage  of  the  law,  it  was  deenaed  that  sueb 
an  institution  **  would  be  conducive  to  the  sue^ 
'  eessful  conducting  of  the  national  finance*^ 
'  would  tend  to  give  facility  to  the  obtaining  of 
'  loans  for  the  use  of  the  Government,  on  sudden 

*  emergeneies-^nd  would  be  productive  of  con- 

*  siderable  advantages  to  trade  and  industry  in 

*  general." 

If  su^ch  an  institution  was  necessary  for  the  op- 
eration of  the  Government  then,  it  is  not  eaiy  to 
conceive  that  it  can  be  less  qsefui  now;  nor  can 
it  be  comprehendecT  why  a  measure  should  be 
deem«i  unconstitutional  in  the  year  1811,  which 
in  the  year  1791  was  pronounced  by  some  of  the 
first  sages  of  our  country,  with  Wabhi^qton  at 
their  head,  not  only  very  beneficial  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, but  strictly  Constitutional.  This  argu- 
ment derives  no  inconsiderable  weight  from  the 
circumstance,  that,  under  all  the  successive  Ad^ 
ministrations  of  our  Government,  acts  have  been 
passed  confirmatory  of  t^iis  principle.  The  law 
enacted  for  the  pui^ishment  of  those  who  should 
counterfeit  the  bills  issued  by  this  bank,  sanctions 
the  origtiuil  law;  and  the  laws  of  the  different 
States,  to  the  same  effect,  prove  that  tbej  had  no 
scruples  on  this  point,  *  The  loans  which  have 
been  repeatedly  made  of  this  bank,  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  law,  gVeatly  corroborate  the  opinion  that 
the  charter  i^as  not  deemed  unconstitutional ;  and 
I  presume  most  of  the  gentlemen  who  now  ap- 
pear so  scrupulous  about  violating  the  Constitu- 
tion, actually  voted  for  the  passage  of  the  law  of 
the  last  session,  authorizing  the  bank  to  loan  sev- 
eral-millions of  dollars  to  the  Government.  Now, 
if  the  original  law  was  unconstitutional. the  char- 
ter is  void,  and  all  the  operations  of  the  bank  most 
have  been  illegal.  On  the  satne  principle,  every 
subseqtient  law  relative  to  that  incorporation  most 
have-  partaken  of  its  original  depravity,  being 
equally  uneonstilutional.  In  the  year  1804,  a  law 
was  passed  authorizing  the  bank  to  establish  oflBl- 
ces  of  discount  and  deposite  in  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States;  under  which  law  the  bank 
was  established  at  New  Orleans  for  tfie  accom- 
modation of  the  Government,  and  yet  no  Consti- 
tutional objection  Was  made  to  this  measure, 
although  the  Sage  of  Monliceilo  was  then  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

I  cAnnot  dismtss'4bis  head  of  my  argument  with- 
out adverting  to  the  use  which  some  gentlemen 
have, made  of  the  terms  /Mioer.and  ineans---oon- 
fbundin^  them  together,  as  of  synonymous  signif- 
ication, in  the  present  qui&stion.  If  Congress  pos- 
sess thepoiofr  of  collecting  and  disposing  of  the 
revenue,  its  wisdom  must  devise  the  best  means 
of  effecting  the  object.  In  this  vi^w  of  the  sub- 
ject, the  creation  of  a  bank  must  be  considered 
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•mdng  the  metos  necesMry  for  the  "sbceessAil 
eonduetioff  of  the  neiional  finances."  My  own 
jadgment  has  long  been  settled  on  the  Consiito- 
Clonal  question,  and  I  cannot  but  hope  that  a  caQ«> 
did  eoDsideratton  of  the  views  in  which  I' hare 
presented  the  subject  to  the  House,  will  induce 
some  geDilemen  to  hesitate,  who  may  have  here- 
tofore been  filed  in  opposition  to  this  bill. 

I  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  the  second 
Ifeneral  head  which  I  proposed  to  discuss,  viz : 
the  inexpediency  of  permitting  the  present  char- 
ier to  expire.  In  doing  this.  I  will  endeavor  briefly 
40  state  some  of  the  consequences  which  will  pro- 
iwbly  result  from  such  a  measure. 

1.  A  general  distrust  of  bank  credit  must  be 
'the  inevitable  conseauence.    As  soon  as  the  bills 

issued  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  shall 
cease  to  circulate,  the  holders  of  other  bank  paper 
will  become  so$i|icious  of  their  ultimate  payment, 
and  of  course  will  either  refuse  toteceive  them 
in  payment  of  debts,  or  will  send  them  to  their 
proper  banks  to  receive  specie  in  exchange  for 
them.  .As  evidence  of  this,  I  will  state  to  the 
House  that  the  mere  conjecture  that  such  an  event 
may  happen,  has  already  begun  the  call  for  gold 
and  srver  in  exchange  for  bank  bills. 

2.  Such  a  measure  would  be  distressing,  if  not 
destructive  to  State  banks.  To^rove  the  truth 
of  this  position,  1  call  on  gentlemen  to  examine 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
which  may  be  seen  the  amount  of  notes  on  hand, 
issued  by  the  State  banks.  If  these  should  be 
presented  for  payment,  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
specie  in  their  vaults  would  he  drawn  out,  and 
perhaps  some  bankii  might  not  be  able  even  to 
meet  the  demand.  The  usual  expoift  of  dollars 
from  this  country,  for  some  years  past,  and  the 
failure  of  the  accustomed  imports,  have  contin- 
ued greatly  to  increase  this  distress. 

S.  It  would  be  ruinous  to  individuals.  Per- 
.haps  a  more  inauspicious  period  than  the  present 
could  not  have  been  selected  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  this  moneyed  iOstitotlon.  Our  mercantile 
brethren  have  more  than  |20,000,000  locked  up 
at  this  time  in  Europe,  and  unusually  large  im- 
portations of  East  and  West  India  produce  are  on 
hand  for  exportation.  Accommodations  roust 
therefore  be  obtained,  or  their  credit  as  well  as 
property  must  be  lost.  I  beg  gentlemen  to  re- 
examine the  Secretary's  report,  where  will  be  seen 
Che  amount  of  discounts  in  our  principal  com- 
mercial tbwns. 

I  then  inquire^  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  all  the 
.specie  in  the  United  States  ts^  sufficient  to  pay  up 
the  notes  which  have  bei?n  discounted  by  the  Batik 
of  the  United  States,  and  which  are  now  on  hand  ? 
'If  you  should  oblige  them  to  wind  up  their  con- 
certis  on  the  3d  of  March  next,  ihey  will  be  coo- 
-strained  to  call  in  their  dues,antl  as  no  new  loans 
•calt  be  made  by  this  institution  after  their  cfaar- 
4er  shall  expire,  so  the  State  banks  will  be  con- 
strained to  shoneO  their  discounts,  lest  their  debt 
should  be  increased  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  by  accommodations  to  her  debtors.    In  this 
way  the  distress  will  be  greatly  increased,  and 


the  State  banks,  being  erippied  hi  their  operatioa, 
will  be  unable  to  afford  the  needed  reJief. 

The  bills  issued  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  now  in  circulation,  exceed  fire  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Let  this  sum  be  called  out  of 
circulation,  and  the  merchant,tbe  farmer,  and  the 
mechanic,  will  sensibly  feel  its  effects. 

4.  If  this  charter  should  expire,  I  feel  persuaded 
it  must  be  injurious  to  the  operation  of  the  Gror- 
emment.  Of  the  present  regular  collectioo  of  rhe 
revenue  I  will  say  nothing,  but  of  the  distribotioa 
of  this,  money  I  venture  to  say  that  no  process 
through  the  State  banks  can  be  so  safe  or  so  ex- 
peditious. Suppose  that  the  operaiioas  of  the 
Government  should  require  the  payment  of  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  at  New  Orleans:  Throagfh  the 
agency  of  the  United  States'  Bank  this  deposite 
and  payment  could  be  promptly  made ;  bat  hov 
could  this  be  effected  by  any  State  bank  ?  Froa 
the  very  nature  of  those  institutions,  the  btUs 
issued  by  the  State  banks  must  have  a  limited 
circulation,  and  could  not  possibly  answer  on  sush 
an  emergeiA:y.  B$it,  if  the  Qovernment  sfaoold 
suffer  no  iocooveaienee  from  the  State  bank 
emissions,  mei^;antile  men  and  private  citizens 
must  feel  the  embarrassmenirery  severely,  fa 
addition  to  these  considerations,  will  it  be  safe  for 
the  Gk)vernmeBt  to  intrust  their  funds  lo  mon- 
eyed institutions  over  which  they  not  only  have 
no  control,  but  have  not-  even  the  power  to  de- 
mand a  view  of  the  statement  of  their  business? 
On  this  point,  I  flatter  myself  there  can  be  but 
one  opinion;  and,  inasmuch  as  weeklv  reports 
are  now  made  to  the  Secretary  of  the  'treasury, 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  safely  of 
trusting  the  revenue  to  this  institution,  rather 
than  to  any  other,  must  be  very  apparent. 

6.  It  is  somewhat  questionable,  in  mf  mind, 
whether  the  honor  of  the  GK>vernment  will  be  un- 
impeachable if  the  charter  of  the  bank  ahtmld  not 
be  renewed.    1  have  said  before,  that  in  point  of 
strict  justice,  th^  Govern meot  is  not  bound  to  re- 
charier  this  bank ;  but,  when  I  recollect  that  not 
many  years  ago  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
sold  all  the  bank  stock  belonain^  to  the  United 
States  (being  2,lli{S0  shares)  to  foreigners,  at  a  pre- 
mium or45  per  cent.,  ^  cannot  reconcile  it  to  mv 
ideas  of  honorable  coaduc^  to  reduce  that  stocx 
at  once  to  par.    By  that  operation,^  the  Govern- 
ment raised  the  sumof  SLS87,600 — making  a  net 
profit  to  the  Treasury  of  $399,600.    If  the  aver- 
age rate  of  dividends  has  been  about  8^^  per  cent 
on  the  nominal  capital,  it  is  very  manifest  that 
the  purchasers  of  this  stock  of  the  Qovernment 
have  not  received  6  per  cent,  on  their  money, and 
ail  the  iidvance  paid  on  the  principal  must  be  lost. 
From  the  remarks  made  by  some  gentlemen,  (bis 
argument  will  probably  have  hot  little  weight ; 
more  especially,  as  the  purchasers  were  English- 
men.   But  by  me  the  same  rale  shall  be  meted  out 
to  an  Englishman  or  a  Dutchman,  to  a  French* 
man  or  an  American. 

Give  me  leave,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  this  place  to 
notice  a  very  popular  objection  to  ihe  renewal  of 
this  charter^  because  two-thirds  of  the  stockhold- 
ers are  foreigners-   Axe  not  the  rights  of  foreiga- 
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ers  io  our  own  country  to  be  protected  a^  well  as    the  Suitp  banks  ov^ed  the  Baitk  of  the  Uoited 


those  of  our  owivcitizeDs  ?  Is  it  not  enough  that 
by  the  act  of  incorporation  foceigoers  arje  not 
eligible  as  directors  to  manage  the  JTimds  of  this 
institution?  I  know  it  has  been  urged  that  for- 
eign capital  brought  .into  thiii  country  is  iniari- 
ou8  to  the  eODimunity.  With  this  opinion  I  do 
not  accord)  more  eapeciaUy  when  placed  under 
the  direction  and  control  of  our  own  citizens. 
But,  say  some  gentlemen,  in  case  of  war  this  in- 
fluence might  be  injurious  to  our  country.  I 
should  beiieye  the  very  reverse  woald  be  th^fact. 
If  it  be  true  that  where  a  man's  treasure  is,  there 
will  hr^  heart' be  also,  (hen  surely  it  might  be 
useful  for  any  country  to  have  the  funds  of  its 
enemies  to  use  atid  improve  in  the  case  of  a  war. 
Not  ouly  would  this  serve  to  keep  the  true  own 
ers  of  the  property  from  being  active  against  us, 
but  it  would  also  serve  as  the  sinews  of  war  to 
aid  us  in  the  contest.  So  lung  as  the  moneyed 
capital  of  our  citizents  can  be  better  ^ropIoy«d,let 
not  the  policy  of  this  Government  be  directed 
against  the  .introduction  of  foreign  capital  into 
the  United  States,    . 

1  will  conclude  my  remarka  oa  tbia  aabiect, 
Mr.  Speaker,  by  calling  the  attention  of  this  non« 
orabie  Hoiise  to  a  few  statements  taken  from  the 
report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which 
has  been  laid  on  all  our  tables.-  From  tnis  it  ap- 
pears that  the  amount  of  bills  and  notes  discount- 
ed, aad  now  on  hand,  exceeds  fourteen  millions 
of  dollars;  of  which  Philadelphia  owes  about 
$5,000,000  and  New  York  1^,000,000,  If  these 
8um»  should  be  demanded,  is  it  possible  to  flod 
the  gold  and  silver  in  our  country  to  pay  them 
up?  Certainly  not.  What,  is  then  to  be  iouel 
Either  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  must  ex- 
tend the  times  of  payment,  or  the  State  banks 
must  afford  their  aid.  It  is  questionable  how  far 
it  would  besafe  for  the  l>an'k  to  proceed  .ia  the 
first  case,  and  in  the  last-^it  has  been  shown,  that 
if  the  State  banks  should  a£ford  the  needed  ac- 
commodation, their  own  ruin  would  be  sealed* 
By  a  report  lately  made  tothe  LegisUtCore  of 
Pennsylvania,  (which  I  hold  in  my  hand,)  it 
would  seem  ihat^  the  amount  of  aH  the  specie  in 
their  State  bauks.  did  not  much  exceed  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars. 

What  is  the  state  of  the  specie  capital  in  the 
city  of  New  York?  If  pretty  correct  informa- 
tion may  be  relied  on,  all  the  State  banks  in  that 
city  cannot  produce  half  a  million  of  dollars.  It 
is  then  ntterly  impossible,  with  all  the  specie  in 
those  two  large  cities,  to  pay  up  the  demand^  of 
the  United  States'  Bank  upon  the  citizens;  and 
if  gentlemen  suppose  that  no  distress  would  en- 
sue from  so  sudden  a  pressure  upon  the  citizens, 
they  must  have  data  on  which  to  found  an  opin- 
ion with  ^hich  I  am  wholly  unacquainted. 

As  a  furthfsr  evidence  of  the  real  diminution  of 
specie  in  our  country,  I  would  state  that  in  Janu- 
ary, 1810,  there  was  in  tbe  vaults  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  iu  branchei«,  $9,051,704, 
and,  in  December  following,  there  was  only  $6,-' 
4d2,870*-makiog  a  diminutioB  in  eleven  months 
of  $3,508,825,    In  the  same  month  of  January, 


States  $579,653,  and  in  December  f6l lowing, 
the  sum  was  increased  to  $1,546,027.  If  you  add 
ihe  difference  (whidh  is  near  one  million  of  dol- 
lars) to  the  amount  in  the  vaults  of  the  Uni- 
ted States'  Bank  and  its  branches  in  December, 
the  diminution  of  specie  in  about  eleven  months 
will  be  (bund  to  be  about  $2,600,000..  This  alarm- 
ing dimiDUtion  of  the  precious  metals  ought  to 
have  some  weight  with  this  House  in  deciding  on 
the  present  question,  that  the  pressure  may  noi 
be  increafted  upon  the  community. 

Notwithstanding  my  full  con  victioa  that  it  will 
be  highly  iitapoiittc,  as  well  as  peculiarly  distress* 
ing  to  the  pfople  of  the  Uoited  States,  to  reject 
the  bill  now  before  the  House,  and  thereby  per- 
mit the  charter  of  the  bank  to  expire,  yet  I  must 
confess  I. am  not  without  my  fears,  that  such  is  \ 
to  be  the  fateof  this  institution.    It  can  never  be 
sufficiently  deplored,  that  the  feelings  of  party 
should  have  ever  influenced  the  measures  of  this 
Qovernment.    When  this  prevails,  we  must  ex- 
pect that  rash  and  impolitic  measures  will  be 
adopted.    On    the  present  occasion,  a  leading 
member  in  opposition  to  this  bill  f  Mr.  Eppes) 
has  declared  his  belief,  that  the  bill  now  under 
consideration  was  purely  a  party  qpestion,  and 
would  be  decided  accordingly.    If  this  is  the  case, 
the  fate  of  the  bank  is  fixed ;  and  on  this  ground 
alone  can  I  account  for  that  peculiar  apathy  and 
unconcern  which  is  exhibited,  when  the  evils  to 
he  apprehended  from  a  npn-renewal  of  the  char- 
ter have  been  so  forcibly  exhibited  to  Congress, 
in  the  numerous  petitions  which,  have  been  pre- 
sented.   But  when- 1  further  reflect,  that  agents 
are  known  to  be  within  these  walls,  who  are  al- 
ready fatteniaff  on  the  prospect  that  the  State 
banks  which  they  represent  are  to  receive  depos- 
ites  of  the  Government  arising  from  the  collection 
of  the  revenue,  I  fear  my  feeble  attempts  to  ar- 
rest the  progress  of  this  desolating  spirit  will  be 

of  no  avail. 

Mr.  Qardenibs  spoke  against  indefinite  post- 
ponement. At  aboi^t  five  o'clock,  a  motion  was 
made  to  adjourn,  and  Ids t,  by  yeas  and  nay s— 
60  to  95. 

Several  gentlemen  rose  to  speak. 

Mr.  Macow  remonstrated  against  a  night  sit- 
ting, as  a  denial  to  gentlemen  of  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  their  sentiments,  and  as  derogating, 
by  the  confusion  always  attending  such  a  scene, 
from  the  dignity  of  the  House. 

Mr.  RAffoou^H  made  a  few  remarks  of  the 
same  tenor;  reprobated  the  want  of  order  which 
appeared  ;o  prevail  in  the  House,  stated  his  own 
unfitness,  froth  fatigue,  to  undergo  a  night's  sit- 
ting; asked  of  the  House,  as  a  favor,  that  they 
should  adjourn ;  and  concluded  by  a  motion  to 
that  effect,  which  was  carried. 

TflUBSOAY,  January  24. 
A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  South  Carolina, 
Laiiodon  Cheveb,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Robert  Marion, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 
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Mr.  MoBHOw,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  presented  a  bill  providing  for  the  sale 
of  a  tract  of  land  lyiog  in  the  State  of  Teones- 
see,  and  a  tract  o£  land  in  the  Indiana  Territory  ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  committed  io  a  Comr 
mittee  of  tbe  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  committee  appointed,  on 
the  seventeenth  instant,  on  the  pet&tion  of  Ar- 
thur St.  Clair,  made  a  report  thereon  s  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whol^  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Clay,  fron)  the  same  committee,  also  made 
m  report  on  the  petition  of  John  Craig,  referred 
on  the  eighteenth  instant;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last  men- 
tioned.   The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  Grsigf  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  report :  That  it  appears  to  them  that  the  said  pe- 
titioner took  an  early  and  decided  part  in '  the  delenoe 
of  the  liberties  of  bis  country  ;  that,  in  1775,  he  en* 
tered  the  service  of  his  country,  in  the  Revolutionaiy 
army,  iii  which  he  continued  until  the  close  of  tbie 
war ;  that  he  served  in  difierent  grades,  but  was,  in  the 
month  of  December,  1778,  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Captain  of  light  dragoons  in  the  Pennsylvania  line, 
which  rank  he  held  until  the  close  of  the  war.;  and 
that  he  was  in  active  service  through  the  whole  of  the 
war;  when  he  left  the  service  of  his  country,  his  con- 
stitution was  much  impaired  and  injured ;  he  was  with- 
out the  use  of  his  third  finger  cn  the  right  hand,  which 
was  so  contracted  as  to  render  that  hand  and  arm  an 
encumbrance ;  notwithstanding,  he  forebore  to  apply  io 
his  country  for -relief;  but  being  now  bowed  down 
with  old  age  and  infirmity,  and  being  poor,  and  almost 
helpless,  he  ii  compelled  to  throw  himself  upon  the 
charity  and  humanity  of  his  country.  The  committee 
deem  this  one  of  those  hard  cases  which  is  not  provided 
lor  by  law ;  they,  nevertheless,  are  of  optnioa,  that  it 
is  one  of  those  eases  which  will  justify,  a  departure  from 
the  strict  rules  of  law  and  practieoi  and  do,  therefore, 
submit  the  following  resolution :  • 

Ruohedy  That  the  accounting  officer  at  tbe  Trea- 
sury be  directed  to  pay  Captain  John  Craig  one  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Indiana  Territory,  instructing 
him,  as  the  Delegate  from  that  Territoynn  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  use  his  utmost 
endeavors  to  obtain  an  extension  of  the  right  of 
voting  to  all  citizens  thereof  of  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  and  upwards. — Referred  to  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, Mr.  JcNNiNoe,  and  Mr.  QARnnNUBa. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House* 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  two  bills,  to  wit : 
''An  act  authorizing  the  discha/ge  of  Nathaniel 
F.  Fosdick  from  his  imprisonment;"  and  **an 
act  for  the  relief  William  Mills;"  to  which  bills 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 


TKEASURY  REPORT. 

A  communication  was  read  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  made  in  conformity  to  a 
resolution  of  the  House,  requiring  information  as 

to  the  directors,  the  shareholders  o/  the  United    , ^ ^ 

State:»'  Bank,  and  the  moneys  deposited  in  it,  as  I  be  paid.    The  sum  deposited  by  the  Tressniy  into*^ 
follows  t  I  bank  and  its  branches,  amounted,  by  the  last  ietius« 


TmsAsuBT  DapiaTHnr, 

January  S3,  1811.     I 

8im :  I  have  the  boaor  to  transmit  a  repoit  pre- 
pared  in  obedience  to  *  the  resolution  of  the  Houe  «f 
Rcoreaentatives  of  (he  ifith  instimt 
.  I  haVe  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ALBERT  GALLATCV. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to  Ik 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representativa  of  the 
16ih  instant,  respectfully  submits  the  following  re- 
port: 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  directed,  bj  the 
resolution  aforesaid,  to  lay  before  the  Hoaie, 

1st  A  list  of  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uth 
ted  States  and  of  its  several  branches ; 

2dly.  A  statement  of  the  stock  held  by  foreignffi, 
and  in  v?hat  countries ;  and  of  the  stock  held  bj  dti- 
sens,  and  in  vehat  States  and  Territories ; 

8dly.  The  amount  of  specie,  according  to  the  lis 
returns,  in  the  vaults  of  the  bank,  dirtinguiihisg  6e 
part  which  belongs  to  the  bank ;  the  portion  belosging 
to  individuals,  and  to  the  United  States. 

It  is  enacted  hf  the  sixteenth  provision  of  the  w*- 
enth  section  of  the  ad  to.incorporaie  the  nbeoibflfi 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^  Chat  «<  the  oflioertt  tbe 
head  of  the  Treaeuiy  Pepoitment  of  the  United  Stitei 
shaH  be  ftimished,  from  time  te  time,  as  oftea  n  be 
may  require,  nol  exceeding  cooe  a  week,  with  €at^ 
ments  of  the  amount  of  th«  capital  stock  sf  the  aid 
coqwration,  and  of  the  debts  4ue  to  the  sssw;  of  Ibe 
moneys  deposited  therein ;  of  the  notes  in  dfcoIitMo; 
and  of  the  cash  in  hand ;  and  shall  have  t  n^t  to 
inspect  such  general  accounts  in  the  books  of  ^cbesk 
as  shall  relate  to  the  said  statements ;  provided  thai  tbU 
shall  not  be  construed  to  imply  a  right  of  iBipecttD{ 
the  account  of  any  private  individual  or  indiridsrii 
with  the  Bank." 

No  other  but  general  statements,  such  as  are  eBV* 
merated  in  that  dauee  of  Ae  act,  can  be  reqaired  bf 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  have  been  fbroiifa«l 
by  the  bank.  And-  these  mchide  neither  the  nsmei  of 
^Urectors,  nor  the  names  or  place  of  reodence  of  tbe 
atochholderai 

On  the  subject  of  Direelon,  no  etalement  whttewr 
is  ever  made;  and  in  relation  to  thecaipital  ftocfc> 
gross  amount,  end  the  portion  allowed  to  each  besk, 
are  the  only  psxticulara  which  can .  be.Teqaifedt  ^  ^ 
exhibited  in  the  statements  transmitted  to  thb  offioi' 
It  v?as  ascertained  some  years  ago,  from  aa  authoitic 
source,  that  near  three-fourths  of  the  stock  (tbMt 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  shares)  were  held  by  fis" 
eigners;  and  the  fVct,  though  not  officially  oonuBB* 
nicated  to  the  department,  was  stated  io  the  repoct 
respecting  the  bank  made  to  tho  Senate  on  the  2d  day 
of  March,  1809.  No  subeequent  or  other  inibroation 
has  been  obtained  on  that  subject;  and,  with rfrjf^*' 
exceptions,  the  names  of  the  directors  and  itociboid- 
ers,  either  abroad  or  in  the  United  States,  sre  soknown 
to  the  Secretary. 

The  specie  in  the  Taults  of  the  bank  and  ito  branebfli 
amounted,  according  to  the  last  returns,  to  $5^009,667, 
the  whole  of  which  was,  strictly  speaking,  the  pnf* 
erty  of  the  bank;  and,  together  with  the  debu  dnea 
that  body,  constituted  the  fond  from  which  ita  ««> 
debts,  including  both  bank  notes  and  d^oates,  ma^ 


89 


HISTORY  OP  CONORBSS. 


790 


A.tVUARY',  1811. 


Bank  tf  the  VnUed  SiaiH. 


H.  OP  R. 


irer,  daM  dlst  intUnt,  and  mttkied  (A.) 
ere^witH  tmumitted,  to  9 1  i9ao,000,  and.  that depositad 
1  oUier  banka,to  $876,462,  making  tofetlier  with' the 
alance  in  tha  TreMUry  on  that  day,  $2,8QM63.  The 
ota\  amount  of  depoait^  bj  Govarnment,  by  other 
•ankji,.  and  by  individaali,  into  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  ita  branchee,  appean>  by  the  last  received 
etums,  to  be  $8,464^770.  And  the  sUtoment  B3., 
iiereifvitb  transmitted,  and  extracted  from  the  latest 
-etums  received  at  this  office  from  the  bank,  and  from 
be  Tieasurer,  eihibita  a  general  view  of  the  sitaation 
>f  the  bank,  and  of  all  the  objects  embraced  by  the 
bird  part  of  tl^e  resolution  of  the  House. 

It  appears  from  these  that  the  debts  doe  by  th«  bank 
and  payable  on  demand,  including  both  every  species 
9f  depositee  and. bank  notes,  amount  to    913,673,360 
And   that    the  resources  of  the  bank  tQ 
meet  those  deminda  consist  of  the  fbl- 
lo^ingr   items,  viz :  1st.  Specie,  bank  ^ 
notes  of  other  banks,  and  balance  due 
in  ftceount  by  other  banka,  payable  to 
the  bank  on  demand,  (induding  also 
S^U^f804  in  funded  debt  and  drafta  on 
collectors,  which  may  be  considered  aa 
specie) -        .      6,332,875 

2.  Loan-  to  the  United  Slates,  payable  on 

giving  three  months'  notice         -        -     2,750,000 

3.  Notes  diaeounted  at  60  days,  and  due 
by  lodividuals  ^including  $31,242  over- 

dnwn  in  Charleston)         ...    14,609,537 


Making  an  aggregate  of 


-     23,682,394 


It 


The  act  to  incorporate  die  subseribers  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Stetes  does  not  iteelf  expire  by  any  poa- 
itive  oleuse  of  limitation  ;  but  it  ia  enacted  by  the  toiid 
aeciion  of  the  act  that  the  aubscribera  ^all  be  n  eor> 
porstion  and  body  politic,  und  ao  continue  until  the 
4th  day  of  March,  1811.    It  ia  preaumed  that  aome 
meena  will  be  deviied»  either  by  Government  or  ^  the 
bank,  whereby  the  debte  due  to  and  from  the  corpora- 
tion may  be  xroUected  after  that  day.    6o  fitr  aa  lelataa 
to  the  Treaaury  depoaitea,  no  inconTenicnce  can  arise, 
aa,  in  any  event,  this  loan  obtained  fi^m  the  inatitution 
ia  a  aoffieient  pledge  for  their  payment.    But  a  doubt 
may  ariae,  from  the  manner  in  which  the  act  is  ex- 
pressed, whether,  under  the  tenth  section,  the  bank 
notea  atill  in  circulation  will  not  continue  to  be  re- 
cetrable  in  all  paymenta  to  the  United  Stetea.    The 
propriety  of  some  proviaion  which  may  remove  every 
donbt  on  the  subject,  or  otherwise  prerent  the  incon- 
Tenience  resulting  from  that  construction  of  the  act, 
is  reapectAiHjr  suggested. 

All  of  which  ia  reapeotliilly  submitted, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

TaxisusT  Of  TBI  Uhitxd  States, 

January  21,  1811. 
Coti^  in  the  different  BanJu  and  Offices  cj  Diseount 

and  Depasite. 
Bank  of  the  United  Stetes  -  -  -$392,909  24 
Bank  of  Columbia  -  •  .  .  115,19292 
Bank  of  Alexandria  ....  61,917  90 
Bank  of  Newport  •  •  .  .  35,788  55 
Bank  of  Pitteburg  ....  137,44211 
Bask  Roger  WiHiama  ....  53,882  79 
Bsnkof  Pennaylvania-  ...  92,62817 
Btnk  of  Manhattan  ....  188,6t0  32 
BaakofSasD 28,623  94 


^,747  58 
19,601  62 
91,061  53 


101,895  55 
16,483  76 


Bank  of  Maine    •       •       •        • 

Bank  of  Mariette         ... 

Bank  of  Kentucky 

Oflice  of  Discount  and  Depoaite,  Wash 
ington      -      .  - 

Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite,  Nor 
folk 

Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite,  Boston     341,054  47 

Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite,  New 
York 

Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite,  Balti- 
more   '--.--- 

Office  of  Discount  and  Depoaite,  Charles- 
ton -        •       -     '  - 

Office  of  Discount  and  Deposite;  Savan- 
nah ---.•-- 

Office  of  Diaoovnt  and"  Depoaato,  New 
Oileena    -       •       •      .  • 


625,417  09 

1 99,20  r  98 

36,646  08 

49,691  63 

166,701  03 


2,805,462  Od 

TH0MA8  T.  TUCKBR, 
^  lOrMmtrer  ^  the  United  States. 

B.— 3. 

General  state  of  the  Bank  of  ike  United  States  and 

its  branckeS' 

Discounte $14,578,294  i6 

2,750,000  00 
14,338  00 


Loana  to  United  Stetea 

Funded  debt 

Overdrawn  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Loans, 
Charleston.       -        « 

Treasury  drafts  not  yet 
collected  -        .-        - 

Due  by  other  l>anka  in 
account    .        •        . 

Notea  of  other  banks  on 
hand        ... 


31,242  48 
11,466  01 

894,144  77 
393,341  16 


2,807,046  49 


Specie 
Bed  eatete 


1,287,485  92 

5,009,567  10 

500,052  77 


24483,046  54 


Capital  atock 
Notea  in  circulation 
Depositee  by 

Government  1,929,999  60 
Depositee  by 

banks  634,448  01 

Depositee  by 

individuals    6,900,422  83 

Balance  of  ontotanding 
dn^  on  bank  and 
branchea    «       .        . 

Undivided  sttrplna  tppli* 
cable  to  last  dividend, 
and  .to  cover  loosea  on 
bnildinge  and  debte    • 


-    $10,000,000  00 
5,037,125  22 


8,464,770  44 


171,473  17 


-1%672,363  83 


.    509,677  71 
24,183,046:54 


Mr.  Pi8S  mored  to  have  thia  commQnicatioB 
printed'. 

This  matioD  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Eppbs  and 
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Mr.  Wriobt,  as,  if  th«  papers  were  sent  to-th'e 
printer,  the  House  wouid  Dot  hare  the  benefit  of 
them  io  the  discussion  of  the  subject  of  the  bank, 
which  would  be  continued  this  day.  The  mo- 
tion for  printing  was  lost — 42  to5d« 

I  ■  * 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITBD  STATES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  ahd  the  qoes- 
tion  depending  at  the  time  of  adjournment,  to 
wit:  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  order  of 
the  day  on  the  bill  to  continue,  for  a  further  time, 
theeharter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  was 
again  stated. . 

Mr.  Eppes  said  that  h6  apprehended  th<  few 
remarks  he  had  to  ofibr  to  the  House,  would  not 
be  considered  as  well-timed  after  the  funeralVa- 
tion  had  been  pronounced  o?er  the  expiring  char- 
ter of  the  United  States'  Bank.  He  would  tres- 
pass but  a  short  time  on  the  patience  of  the 
House,  and  confine  his  remarks  to  the  policy  of 
renewing  the  charter,  viewed  only  as  a  national 
measure.  He  considered  it  uUnecessary  to  say 
anything  on  the  Constitutional  question.  If  ever 
the  theory  of  persons  who  believe  that  political 
principles  may  be  demonstrated  with  mathemat- 
ical certainty  shall  be  realized,  and  a  political 
Euclid  be  published,  I  would  put  for  the  first 
proposition  these  principles: 

1.  That  all  power  not  delegated  is  reserved  to 
the  States  or  to  the  people. 

2.  That  the  power  to  incot-porate  a  bank  is 
neither  delegated  nor  essentially  necessary  for 
4»rrying  into  effect  any  delegated  power.  For 
the  demonstration,  I  would  insert  the  speech  of  a 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr«  Porter,])  who 
lias  combined,  in  a  masterly  manner,  on  this  sub- 
ject, the  purest  principles  and  most  luminous 
elucidation.  Passing  over,  therefore,  this  part  of 
the  question,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  such  obser- 
vations as  will  tend  to  show  that  the  renewal  of 
the  charter  is  not  necessary  for  the  prosperity  of 
agriculture  and  commerce,  as  has  been  stated, 
that  the  union  of  a  moneyed  institution  with  a 
Government,  possessing  tne  power  of  wir  and 
peace,  is  danserous  to  Republican  institutions ; 
that  the  dissolution  of  the  charter  will  produce 
no  injury  to  the  public  or  to  individuals;  that  the 
same  principles  which  induced  the  Republican 
party,  in  the  year  1790,  to  oppose  the  incorpora- 
tion of  this  bank,  ought  to  prevent  the  renewal 
of  the  charter  at  the  present  time.  In  examining 
the  first  of  these  questions,  vi2 :  the  operation  of 
the  dissolution  of  the  chi^rter  on  agriculture  and 
commerce,  I  will  not  trouble  the  House  with  tiny 
ffeoeral  observations  on  the  subject  of  banks. 
Their  tendency  to  facilitate  commerce,  so  long  as 
their  circulation  of  paper  rests  on  specie,  or  float- 
ing capital,  cannot,  perhaps,  be  denied,  inasmuch 
as  it  is  easier  to  circulate  paper,  which  represents 
^ecie,  or  floating  capital,  than  the  specie  or  cap- 
ital itself.  Ev^ery  paper  circulation,  however,  not 
founded  on  specie  or  circulating  capital,  is  dan- 
gerous to  the  community.  A  particular,  specified 
object,  say  agriculture  or  commerce,  can  only 
«mploy  a  c^rtaia  capttal.    Aq  inereaae  of  circu- 


lating medium,  above  the  sum '  necessary  for  a 
particular  object,  must  produce  one  of  two  effects, 
either  to  depreciate  the  medium,  be  it  specie  or 
paper,  or  to  drive  it  into  new  channels.  These 
are  plain,  obvious  principles,  which  oo  gentle- 
man will,  I  presume,  deny.  Let  me  ask,  theo, 
1st.  What  amount  of  paper  medium  can.  with 
safely,  be  empfoyed  in  the  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States?  2.  What  amount  can  be  pot  into 
circulation  by  the  present  existing  banks,  inde- 
pendent of  the  United  States'  Back?  The  real 
basis  of  a  safe  paper  circulation,  so  far  as  it  re- 
spects commerce,  is  the  productiveiabor  of  a  com- 
muttiiy  above  its  coosunoptioo*  What  a  oatioa 
does  not  consume  it  exports.  No  paper  circula- 
tion, therefore,  can,  with  safety,  be  extended  be- 
yond the  amount  of  the  exports  of  a  aatioa. 
Indeed,  it  ought  not  to  exceed  in  amoant  the  do- 
mestic exports  which  constitute  the  ooly  certain 
part  of  the  productive  labor  of  the  community, 
so  far  as  respects  its  cottimerce.  The  export  of 
foreign  articles  depends  so  much  on  circtimstan- 
ces,  over  which  we  have  no  control,  that  a  paper 
currency,  whicb  rested  for  redemption  on  that, 
would  he  liable,  whenever  commerce  was  inter- 
rupted, to  produce  general  ruin  and  bankruptcy. 
The  domestic  exports  of  the  United  States  may 
be  considered  in  value  as  equal  to  forty  millions 
of  dollars.  The  export  of  foreign  articles,  in  the 
year  1807,  was. near  sixty  millioos  of  dollars. 
This  great  export  of  foreign  articles  was  produced 
by  particular  circOmstances  which  no  longer  ex- 
ist. During  favorable  years,  viz:  1803,  1804, 
1805,  the-export  of  foreign  and  domestic  articles 
averaged  seventy-six  millions  of  dollars ;  90  that 
it  would  appear,  taking  the  domestic  and  foreign 
exports  as  the  real  amoOnt  of  capital  which  can 
be  employed  iii  commerce,  an  ability  tocireolate 
seventy-six  millions  of  dollars  of  paper,  is  safii- 
cient  for  all  commercial  purposes. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States,  withaeapital 
often  millions  of  dollars,  has  put  into  circulation, 
in  credit  and  ofotes,  nineteen,  millions  of  dollars,* 
fourteen  millions  of  dollars  in  accommodation 
credit,'  exclusive  of  mortgages  and  bonds,  and 
constituting  active  circulating  medium,  and  fire 
millions  in  notes.  As  H  moneyed  institution,  it 
is  admitted  that  their  affairs  have  been  well  man- 
aged. Other  banks,  therefore,  may  circulate  to 
the  same  amount,  in  proportion  to  their  capital. 

The  bank  capital  of  the  United  States,  exclu- 
sive of  the  United  States'  Bank,  is  $50,000,000; 
five  times  the  capital  of  the  United  States'  Bank ; 
of  course,  supposing  them  to  manage  their  aflairs 
as  well,  they  can  put  into  circulation,  in  credit 
and  notes,  nve  times  the  amount  put  into  circula- 
tion by  the  United  States'  Bank  ;  five  times  nine- 
teen millions  of  dollars  is  ninety-five  millions  of 
dollars.  This  sum.  sir,  is  fifty-five  millions  of 
dollars  above  our  domestic  exports;  forty-five 
millions  above  our  consumption;  nineteen  mil- 
lions above  our  whole  export,  domestic  and  for- 
eign, io  favorable  years;  Iwenty-six  millioos 
above  the  present  export  of  domestic  andforeiga 
articles. 

Can  any  gentleman,  on  thb  statement,  believe 
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Dt  ability  to  circulate  a  |iaper  mediam  for 
commercial  purposes?  Our  export  of  loreiflrn 
irticle^  from  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  world, 
bas  almost  disappeared.  Our  merchauts  are  more 
io  ^waot  of  a  field  to  exercise  their  capital  than 
of  capital  itself.  It  is  a  fact,  which  cannot  be 
denied,  that  we  hare  at  pnesent  a  surplus  capital, 
which  cannot  be  employed  in  commerce;  and 
that  the  paper  circulation  is  increasing  in  a  ratio 
neither  proportioned  to  our  population,  consump- 
tion* d  or  wealth.  I  have  confined  my  ohserva- 
LioQs  entirely  to  the  view  of  atfapital,  such  as  is 
neeersary  for  commerce.  No  ifrendeman  has  ad- 
?ocated  the  renewal  of  the  charter  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  creating  a  capital  for  internal  improve^ 
neat.  This  appears,  by  general  consent,  to  have 
fc>een  considered  as  more  properly  within  the 
sphere  of  the  several  3tate  Legislatures.  At  the 
lirue  this  charter  was  briginaUy  granted,  the  situ* 
ation  of  the  United  States  was  very  different 
from  what  it  nowi»;  but  three  hanks  existed^ 
with  a  capital  of  less  than  three  millions  of  doi- 
lara ;  onr  exports  amounted  to  less  than  nineteen 
millions.  Our  commerce  (anguished  for  want  of 
a  ctreolating  medium;  we  are  now  in  danger  of 
sufferiog  from  a  paper  currency,  resting  on  no 
solid  basis,  and  liai)te,  with  a  reverse  of  fortune, 
to  recoil  on  ourselves.  I  cannot,  therefore,  con- 
sider the  renewal  of  the  charter,  viewed  only  as 
a  measure  of  general  policy,  necessary,  for  the 
creating  capitaffor  purposes  of  commerce. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  E.,  I  object  to  the  union  of  a 
moneyed  institution  with  a  Qavernment,  as  dan- 
gerous to  Republican  principles.  Next  to  fre- 
qneut  elections,  thegreat security  in  every  country, 
ai^ainst  arbitrary  power.,  is  the  dependence  of  the 
Government  on  the  great  body  of  the  people  for 
supplies.  Hence  the  objections  to  a  revenue  de- 
pendent on  loans,  indirect  taxes,  Ac.  Money  has 
been  aptly  termed  the  sinews  of  war.  It  riiay, 
with  equal  propriety,  be  termed  the  sinews  of  op- 
pression and  usurpation.  The  facility  of  com- 
manding large  sums  by  means  of  a  moneyed  cap- 
ital, dependent  on  the  Qovernment,  is  calculated 
to  destrov  the  dependence  of  the  Qovernment  on 
the  people.  If  we  look  at  the  history  of  Ensland 
we  shall  find  that  their  short  period  of  liberty 
was  while  the  King  was  dependent  on  the  Com- 
mons for  supplies.  The  creation  of  a  great  mo*> 
neyed  capital  in  that  country,  under  the  cotitrol 
of  the  Ciovernment,  has  totally  destroyed  that 
valuable  feature  in  the  English  constitution.  It 
bas  created  a  body  of  men  who  contribute  to  the 
prodigality  of  the  Government,  who  furnish  the 
means  and  share  in  the  spoils  of  the  nation.  The 
history  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  of  its  paper 
system,  is  one  which  ought  to  warn  the  friends 
of  freedom  against  the  danger  of  a  union  between 
a  Government  and  paper  capitalists.  This  spe* 
cies  of  capital,  which  scarcely  knows  a  limit,  is 
dangerous  to  the  freedom  of  a  country,  without 
being  nourished  by  the  fostering  hand  of  Govern- 
ment. Unite  the  tw%;  give  to  a  Government,  by 
means  of  a  paper  system,  a  power  to  supply  its 
wants  without  a  recurrence  to  the  people,  and  I 
yoa  anite  the  most  formidable  engines  of  oppret>  I 


sloQ,  power,  and  means.  It  is  Hi  is  system  whicli 
has  caused  the  British  Qovernment,  after  mort- 
gaging, from  year  to  year,  its  revenues  to  the 
bank,  to  accumulate  a  national  idebt,  to  the  enor- 
mous amount  of  six  hundred  and  seventy  milliooa 
of  pounds  sterling. .  The  average  quarterly  ad- 
vances of  the  Bank  of  England  to  the  Govern- 
ment, in  the  year  1797.  was  four  times  the  whole 
amrouoi  discounted  for  iodividuaU.  From  tliese 
extraordinary  advances^  produced  by  the  union  of 
the  Government  and  the  bank,  it  must  have  failed 
in  the  year  1797,  but  for  the  interposition  of  Pai^ 
liament.  Oh  the  26th  day  of  February,  17B7,  tha 
cash  and  bullion  in  the  bank  amounted  to  Xl,272|- 
000— aveiage  notes  in  circulation  to  £6,640,250-* 
bills  discounted  to  je2.905,000— advances  to  Gov- 
ernment to  X10,672,490.  From  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  by  Parliament,  in  February, 
1707,  to  examine' into  the  state  of  the  bank,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  debts  of  the  bank  amounted  to 
£13,770,300 — that  iu  assets  exclusive  of  the  per- 
manent debt  from  the  Government,  (and  what 
these  assets  were  does  not  appear,)  amounted  to 
£17.597,298— leaving  in  favor  of  the  bank,  £3,- 
826,903.  This  sum  of  £17,597,298,  Consisting  of 
debts  and  assets,  was  not  sufficient  to  meet  their 
cash  debts,  amounting  to  13,770,390  pounds.  At 
this  time  the  permanent  debt  due  from,  the  Gov* 
ernment  to  the  bank,  amounted  to  £1J:686,80O-- 
almost  four  times  the  whole  sum  left  in  the  bank 
after  payment  of  its  debts.  The  funds  of  the 
bank,  beiog  in  the  hands  of  the  (xov^rnment,  the 
Government  unable  to  pay,  kindly  interposed  to 
save  the  bank  from  ruin,  and  made  their  paper 
a  tender.  This,  sir,  was  one  of  the  blessings  pro* 
dueed  bw  a  union  between  the  Government  and 
the  bant. 

Bui,  sir,  many  gentlemen  have  exercised  their 
ingenuity  in  portraying  the  ruin  which  must  fall 
on  individuals,  and  the  injury  which  must  be  sus- 
tained by  the  public,  from  a  dissolution  of  tha 
charter.  From  the  siatemenr,  just  laid  oa  ^w 
tablts  from  the  Treasurv  Department,  it  appeara 
that  the  stockholders  or  the  bank  are-  in  more 
danger  than  the  community. 
From  that  statement  we  find  that  the  debts  due 
by  the  bank,  and  payable  oa  de- 
mand, amount  to         -       •       •   $13,673,369 


To  meet  this  debt  the  bank  bas  on 
hand,  in  cash       •       .       .       • 

Notes  and  debta  doe  (Vom  other 
banks  •       -       -       • 


6,009,567 
1,313,350 


Making,  in  all,  their   cash   funds 

amount  to $6,382,517 

Deducting  this  sum  of  $6,332,512.  which  may  be 
considered  tileir  cash  fund,  from  the  $12,573,369, 
the  amount  of  their  debto,  and  it  will  be  $7,350,* 
512,  fpr  the  payment  of  which  they  must  depena 
on  their  debtors,  and  ttiake  this  payment  out  of 
the  $14,609,537  due  from  individuals.  3o  far, 
therefore,  from  pres&inv  the  community,  it  appears 
they  must  collect  $7,350,512,  and  apply,  in  addi-> 
tion  to  it,  ^helr  whole  cash  funds,  or  fail  in  their 
eDgagemenU.    But,  sir,  I  will  s|ate  it  in  another 
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way.    Aceordiog  to  the  principles  of  faaokiDg. 

the  profit  is,  aafioally  or  quarterly,  dirided ;  of 
eourse,  the  company,  on  windtog  up  its  afiairs, 

can  only  withdraw  iu  capital,  viz :  $10,000,000 
Of  this  capital  they  have  in  hand, 

in  cash 5,009,567 

In  notes  and  debts  doe   by  other 

banks •  .  1»313^7 

In  a  debt/rom  the  United  States    -  2,750,000 

In  houses 500i)00 

In  debts  in  suit       .       .        .       •  154,164 

In  bonds  and  mort^ffes  -    .    -       -  221,000 

In  stock  of  the  United  States  *        -  20,000 


Total 


^<7,Vlio,DoO 


'  This,  sir,  amounts  very  nearly  to  their  stock, 
and  if  they  reserve  their  cash  on  hand  as  part  of 
thai  stock,  and  meet  the  payment  of  their  debts 
with  the  debt  due  to  them^  they  have  nothing  to 
dnw  fcoia  the  community,  which  can  produce 
the  slightest  pressure.  They  may  find  difficulty 
in  collecting  a  sufficient  sum  to  meet  their  own 
engagements^  as,  from  the  moment  of  the  dis80« 
lutton  of  their  charter,  their  debts  will  stand  on 
the  same  footing  with  any  other  company  wind- 
ing up  its  affairs,  and  must  be  collected  In  toe  same 
manner. 

Much  stress,  sir,  has  also  beea  laid  on  the  ne* 
eessity  of  the  bank  for  tbe  management  of  the 
finances  of  the  United  States.  We  are  told  that 
a  complete  control  is  given,  by  the  Constitution, 
over  tbe  finances,  and  that  a  bank  is  necessary 
for  their  management.  The  term  finance  is  not 
to  be  found  in  the  Constitution.  The  bai^k  is 
not  necessary  for  the  collection  of  taxes,  or  im- 
posts, or  for  paying  tbe  debta^  to  use  the  language 
of  the  Constitiuioo*  It  has  never  been  used  for 
tbe  collection  of  taxes.  For  the  collection  of  du- 
ties it  is  used  only  in  a  limited  way.  We  have 
Uf^ward  of  eighty-five  places  for  the  coUeetiug 
duties,  and  only  nine  branch  banks.  It  \s  used 
fdr  the  payment  of  the  iotereet  of  the  debt  only 
in  consequence  of  a  Treasury  regulation.  Com- 
missioners of  Loans  within  the  several  States 
are  even  at  this  tiaM  established  by  law  for  pay- 
ing the  interest  on  the  debt*  The  bank,  there- 
fore, is  not  essential  for  this  obiect.  The  great 
payments  for  the  Army  and  Navy  are  not  ^t 
present  made  at  bank^pay masters  and  pursers 
discharge  this  duty.  All  payments  on  accouiM 
of  tbe  civil  list  are  made  at  bank,  but  the  greater 
portion  of  these  are  at  the  seat  of  Government. 
A  bank*  is,  therefore,  not  essential,  for  making 
ihe«e  payments.  Until  new  arrangements  are 
made,  temporary  inconvenience  may  be  sustained 
by  the  Qovernment.  The  mere  change  of  agenu 
|;enerall]r  in  moneyed  transactions  must  produce 
inconvenience.  The  inconvenience)  however,  will 
be  temporary,  and  does  not  deserve  consideration 
m  a  case  involving  the  Constitution. 

I  will  close  my  remarks  with  a  few  observa- 
tions tending  .to  show  that  the  same  principles 
which  induced  the  Republican  party, 4u  1790,  to 
oppose  the  inoorporstion  of  the  bank,  ought  to 


prevent  a  renewal  of  the  charter.  Inafreeeoua- 
try  there  is  nothing  more  important  thaoarecot- 
rence  to  those  fundamental  principles  whicii 
unite,  in  one  common  band,  those  who  gnat 
power  and  those  who  exercise  it.  Tbe  pecuUu 
organization  of  tbe  Government  of  the  Uoiied 
States  combines  in  a  single  charter  powers  ad- 
ministered  by  men  deriving  their  authority  froia 
two  separate  and  distinct  sources,  the  people  aoj 
the  States.  The  weakness  of  the  old  Coofedei* 
ation,  which,  although  armed  with  general  paw' 
ers,  was  found  ungual  to  giving  a  practical oper> 
ation  to  those  pNOwers,  produced  the  Federal 
Constitution.  This  charter,  the  ofispriog  of  com- 
promise,  was  considered  in  the  Convention  by  ou 
party  as  too  weak  to  accomplish  its  objecu— by 
the  other  as  sufficiently  strong  to  endaoger  tbe 
liberty  of  the  citizen.  These  two  principles  were 
soon  manifested  iu  the  administration  of  (he  prei* 
ent  Federal  Constitution.  Those  who  thoogbiii 
too  strong  gave  to  the  Constitution  a  rigid  coa- 
struction,  and  opposed  constructive  powers. 
These  were  termed  anti-Federalists.  Those  who 
thought  it  too  weak,  were  disposed  to  iografi 
vigor  on  it  by  construction,  and  contended  foe 
constructive  powers.  These  were  termed  Fed^ 
ralists.  The  eclai  which  attended  the  sdoplioa 
of  the  Constitution  threw  the  Goverome&t  er 
clusively  into  the  hands  of  the  Federalists.  The 
great  popularity  of  General  WAaBiNOTOR,  oa 
whose  brow  grew  in  full  vigor  the  laurels  oi  (be 
Revolution,  balanced,  for  a  time,  these  two  con* 
tending  parties.  With  the  samemaalyficmaess, 
as  during  the  Revolution,  he  stemmed  tbe  tot- 
rent,  and  attaching  himself  exclusively  to  what 
he  deemed  tbe  interests  of  bis  country,  adraiQi^ 
tered  the  Constitution  according  to  iu  true  prin- 
ciples. He  commenced  his  career  as  Presideot 
on  the  30th  of  August,  1789.  In  1791,  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank  was  granted.  On  this  great  meas- 
ure the  two  great  parties  were,  for  the  first  tioK, 
arrayed  against  each  other.  It  was  at  that  tiau 
considered  a  party  question,  inasmuch  as  it  is- 
voived  the  very  principles  on  which  the  parties 
divided,  viz:  "  delegated  powers"  and  ^^coostroct- 
ive"  powers.  Unfortunately  for  his  couotrr, 
General  WAaniNOTON^  on  this  oocasioa,  (oot 
side  with  the  Federalists.  The  creation  of  t 
moneyed  interest,  coiuiected  with  the  GoTcra- 
meat,  was  a  favorite  measure  of  those  who  were 
willing  to  ingraft  energy  on  the  CunstituuoQ,aBa 
was  warmly  opposed  by  the  party  unwilling,  ^^ 
add,  by  construction,  the  extraneous  aid  oi  a 
moneyed  capital,  to  a  charter  considered,  oo  a  fair 
construction,  sufficiently  energetic.  Tbe  de/eat 
of  General  St.  Clair  took  place  in  the  Noreoo^^ 
following  the  establishment  of  the  hank,aad  (be 
subsequent  disasters  of  the  Indian  war,  by  id* 
creasing  the  wants  of  tbe  Government, drew  ^^^ 
closely  the  ties  of  connexion  between  theFeaeitj 
party  and  the  hank.  Through  all  the  periods  ot 
the  Federal  Administration,  this  moneyed  capi' 
tal  was  their  shield  and  their  sword.  Itex(eod» 
their  influence  and  secureo  the  approbadoo  " 
most  of  the  large  commercial  cities  in  the  Usi<j°' 
When  xhia  bank  was  eatabiiahedi  but  three  W^ 
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existed  in  the  United  States,  withaeapttaloftwo 
million  oo«  hundred  thouaand,  dollars.  The  cre« 
ation  of  a  bank,  with  a  capital  of  ten  millions  of 
dollars,  almost  £ve  times  the  capital  of  all  the 
exi&iin^  banks jof  the  Uoion,  under  the  jHitronage 
of  the  General  Crpvernment,  was  calculated  to 
produce  and  did  produce  a  subserviency  on  the 
part  of  the  stockholders  to  the  views  ^f  their 
party.  The  influence  of  this  powerful  moneyed 
capital  was  long  felt.  Nothing  but  the  multipli- 
cation of  State  banks,  and  the  increase  of  capital 
from  the  peculiar  and  fortunate  ciroumstanees 
under  which  the  United  States  were  placed,  could 
have  emancipated  us  from  the  shackles  imposed 
on  us  by  a  moneyed  institution  wielded  by  for- 
eigners. I.  rejoice  that  the  period  has  arrived, 
when  this  privileged  class  must  surrender  its  char* 
ter — when  the  moneyed  capital  of  our  country 
shall  no  longer  be  wielded  as  an  ensine  of  party 
— wben  the  Republican  partv  shall  have  an  op- 
portunity of  testing  the  truth  of  the  principles 
for  which  they  contended  in  the  year  1790,  and 
of  giving  on  the  present,  as  oh  the  former  occa*- 
sioo.  their  support  to  the  principle,  ^Tbat  power 
not  delegated  is  reserved  to  the  States  or  to  the 
people." 

Mr.  Stanlbt.— ^r.  Speaker:  After  the  able 
discussion  which  this  subject  has  already  under* 
gone.  I  should  not  h&ve  asked  your  attention,  but 
for  the  observations  of  the  gentleman  fifom  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Epp£8,)  w^o  has  last  addresaed  yoti. 
That  gentleman,  with  a  view  to  justify  such  a 
decision  of  the  question  as  he  desires,  has  advance 
ed  propositions  which  are  in  themselves  so  incor- 
rect, and  supported  tliem  by  arguments  so  palpa- 
bly uoreai>onahle,  thiit  I  shall  trouble  the  House  a 
short  tloie  in  reply. 

The  gentletnan  tells  us  it  ts  as  true  as  any 
mathematical  axiom,  that  a  power  not  expressly 
granted  by  the  Constitution  to  the  Federal  Qov- 
ernment  cannot  be  exercised  by  that  Government} 
that  whenever  a  political  fi*uclid  shall  he  compos* 
ed,  this  principle  should  be  placed  as  drat  in  clear- 
ness and  importance;  and  the  speech  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.,  PoRTfia,)  on 
the  bill  before  us,  should  be  adued  as  an  appendix 
or  commentary  prOviog[  its  truth;  In  terms,  sir, 
the  gentleman's  proposition  is  true,  but  the  gen- 
tleman has  not  avoided  the  error  of  those  who 
have  preceded  him  on  that  side  of  the  qneMioa; 
he  confoands  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Gk>vern*. 
ment  with  the  ineaas  of  executing  such  powers; 
be  does  not  dutinguish  between  the  objects  of  the 
Federal  compact  and  the  means  of  effecting^  these 
objecijf.  And  upon  this  hinge  of  error  did  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  turn. 
This  confusion  of  terms,  this  indistinctness  of 
perception,  as  I  shall  endeavor  to  show,  has  led 
gentlemen  astray  on  this  question.  It,  sir,  the 
political  errors  of  the  statesilien  of  this  day  shall 
ever  be  collected  info  a  volume,  as  the  first,  the 
most  glaringly  wrong,  and  flagrantly  unjust, 
should  be  placed  the  axiom  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  which  cannot,  in  substance,  be 
other  <han  this:  "  That  no  means  of  executing 
a  power  granted  to  the  Federal  Qovernmeot, 


can  be  employed  by  that  Gtovernment,  unless 
such  DDeans  be  found  expressly  pointed  out  in  the 
Constiiution.  And,  sir,  to  show  how  truth  may 
be  obscured,  and  error  supported,  by  ingenuity, 
my  respect  for  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
forbids  my  saying  by  sophistry,  I  will  append,  as 
a  commentary,  the  speech  of  that  gentleman  on 
thiii  question.    . 

With  respect  to  the  Constitutional  right  of 
Coof^ress  to  incorporate  a  bank  for  the  prosperous 
admmistration  of  its  finapces,  the  very  able  ar^- 
ments  already  made,  and  in  my  apprehension 
very  imperfectly  met,  require  Utile  to  be  said  in 
its  support.  My  view  of  this  part  of  the  subject 
shall,  therefore,  be  brief,  and  I  may  be  pardoned 
for  offering  it.  To  incorporate  a  company,  in 
other  words  to  grant  to  certain  persons  a  legal  or 
artificial  capacity,  distiiicf  from  their  natural, 
is  an  act  of  sovereignty,  a  delegation  of  which  it 
is  true  can  only  emanate  from  the  sovereign 
power.  If  the  Federal  Government  be  not  sov- 
ereign as  to  any  of  its  objects,  they  cannot  in* 
corporate  a  company  for  the  attainmeat  of  any 
of  Its  objects.  But,  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Government  is  sovereign  as  to  any  object,  the 
power  to  incorporate  companies,  as  the  fit  and 
necessary  means  for  the  attainment  of  that  object, 
must  regularly  result  from  and  be  appurtenant  to 
this  sovereignty.  This  power  is  not  left  to  in^ 
"Terence ;  the  Constitution  expressly  declares  that 
Congress  »ha  11  have  power  to  make  all  laws  ne- 
cessary and  proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers 
delegated,  and*  that  such  laws  shall  be  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land. 

The  Constitution,  it  is  true,  does -not,  in  terms, 
gire  the  power  to  incorporate  a  bank — that  in- 
strument details  only  the  objects  of  the  Qovern- 
ment,  and  delegates  certain  general  authorities  to 
effectuate  the  ends  for  which  it  was  formed.  In 
erery  case  it  is  silent  as  to  the  particular  means 
to  be  employed  or  the  mode  to  be  observed  in  the 
attainment  of  the  •  object  or  end.  Itistead  of  at- 
tempting to  specify  in  any  ease  the  means  of 
executing  a  power^  it  is  silent  in  that  particular 
in  every  case,  granting  to  Congress  the  general 
power,  I  have  just  stated,  to  make  all  laws  ne- 
cessary and  proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  dele- 
gated powers.  Amon|r  the  general  powers  ex- 
pressly granted,  is  thu— ^*To  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  to  borrow  money,  to  pay  th^  debts  and 
provide  for  the  general  welfare  of  the  Union." 
What  wisdom  first  suggested^  the  experience  of 
twenty  years  has  confirmed,  that  a  bank  is  not 
only  a  fit  but  the  most^isefol  means  of  collecting 
the  revenue  of  the  United  States.  It  has  been 
found  the  readiest  and  most  certain  resource  from 
which  to  obtain  and  on  which  to  rely  for  loans 
to  .Government;  and  through  its  aid,  moneys  for 
public  necessities  have  been  safely,  speedily,  and 
without  charge  placed  at  the  command  of  Gov- 
ernment in  every  part  of  the  .Union.  The  agency 
of  this  institution,  thus  continually  employed, 
places  its  ntility  and  expediency  beyond  question. 
I  consider  it,  therefore,  as  "proper,"  because  it  is 
well  adapted  to  its  object^  as  **  necessary,"  be- 
cause if  not  the  only,  i(  is  certainly  the  beat 
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means  that  can  be  devhsed  to  obtain  itsends;  and 
beingboih  ^'neeessary  and  pi^oper'' to  carry  into 
efiVct  the  power  expressly  granted  to  Congress, 
^'to  collect  taxes,  to  borrow  money  and  pay  the 
debts'* — it  must  be  ConstUmional. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  New  York  says, 
the  United  States  are  noi  sovereign,  and  cannot 
exercise  a  right  of  sovereignty,  because  they  de- 
pejdd  on  the  will  of  the  States  for  existence;  for, 
said  he,  should  the  States  neglect  or  refuse  to 
elect  Senators  or  to  make  the  laws  necessary  for 
electing  representatives,  the  Federal  Qovernment 
would  die  of  iti^  own  imbecility.  This  may  be 
true:  the  Government  may  cease  Co  exist,  yet, 
while  it  does  exist,  there  are  powers  which  it 
alone  can  exercise  without  the  control  or  inter- 
ference of  any  other  authority.  To  these  par* 
poses,  assuredly,  then  it  must  be  supreme,  or 
sovereign.  For  example,  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment has  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  and  to 
regulate  comm^ce.  Is  there  any  power  in  this 
cobntry — I  speak  of  moral,  not  physical  power — 
which  can  prevent  them  laviii^  such  taxes  and 
making  such  regolaiioos  oi  commerce  ai  they 
think  m  1  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
is  the  act,  of  "  We,  ^he  people  of  ihe  United 
States."  So  ate  the  Sute  constitutions^-both 
are  derived  from  the  same  soarce*^eacb  is  inde- 
pendent of  the  other,  and  only  dependent  on  the 
sovereign  will  of  the  people,  constitutionally  ex- 
pressed. The  Slates  have  certain  powers  ex- 
clusively confided  to  them ;  they  may  prescribe 
the  descents  of  estates,  and  repfulate  distribution 
of  property  and  other  objects  of  internal  police ; 
they  are  sovereign  as  to  these  objects;  the  Fed- 
eral Government  is  as  much  so  as  to  the  objects 
within  the  sphere  of  iu  jurisdiction.  Yet,  Mr. 
Speaker,  obvious,  indeed  indispensable  as  is  the 
inference  and  deduction  of  the  right  to  incorpor- 
ate a  bank  for  the  management  of  the  financial 
concerns  of  the  United  Stlites,  from  these  premi- 
ses, gentlemen  say  it  is  only  an  implied  power, 
that  no  power  can  be  used  unless  expressly 
j^ranted  in  the  Constitution,  and  the  exercise  of 
implied  powers  is  deprecated  as  unknown  to  the 
Constitution,  and  abhorrent  to  Republicanism, 
and  dangerous  to  our  liberties.  Let  me  ask  gen- 
tlemen, and  I  pray  they  will  inform  me,  whether 
they  do  not  daily  act  upon  implied  powers?  If 
not,  liet  them  speak,  in  what  part  of  the  Constitu- 
tion do  they  and  power  to  build  light-houses? 
Where  is  the  power  which  their  President, 
doubtless  with  the  feelings  of  a  man  and  the 
firmness  of  a  magistrate,  so <f reel y  exercises  of  re- 
moving at  pleasure  from  office  men  who  were 
appointed  wi(h  the  consent  of  the  Senate?  Yon 
mve  committees  now  sitting,  who,  under  your 
authority,  but  without  law,  compel  citizens  to  at- 
tend at  their  summons,  without  consulting  their 
will  or  convenience;  you  have  conferred  on  cer- 
tain individuals  the  sole  privilege  of  trading  with 
the  Indian  tribes^by  what  authority  are  all 
these,  and  many  other  acts  which  have  been 
mentioned  in  this  debate,  exercised?  If  I  am 
answered  at  a4U  truth  will  dictate  this  reply:  the 
power  todo  theseaeuis  no  where expresaty  granted 


in  the  Constitution ;  the  authority  results  from  the 
powers  granted,  and  are  necessarily  implied  as 
the  fit  and  necessary  means  of  exeeotiog  the 
powers  which  are  expressly  granted.  Yes.  sir, 
whether  I  am  answered  or  not,  the  fact  is  mani- 
fest, that  the  implied  powers  of  the  Government 
are  not  only  fairly  dedocible  from  the  spirit  and 
letter  of  the  Constitution,  but  are  essential  to  the 
most  familiar  operations  of  Congress.  And,  sir, 
it  is  in  proof  that  gentlemen  are  in  t^e  daily  habit 
of  exercising,  without  scruple  or  reserve,  those 
implied  powers,  which,  when  urged  in  suppottof 
tbe  banx,  they  lorn  from  with  afiected  abhor- 
rence, as  if  a  single  glance,  like  a  look  at  Me- 
dusa's head,  woulo  turn  them  into  stone!  Tbey 
have  repeatedly  acted  under  them,  still  prasp 
them  with  tbe  love  of  power  and  the  ardor  of  am- 
bition, and  will  only  suit  their  hold  to  that  force 
which  shall  deprive  them  of  the  reins  of  empire. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  deprecates  a 
bank  which  shall  be  connected  with  the  Grorern- 
ment;  he  calls  this  a  dangerous  union  of  the 
sword  and  the  purse,  reminds  us  of  the  abuse  by 
the  British  Government  of  the  Bank  of  England 
in  obtaining  loans,  and  of  tbe  public  debt  of  that 
Ktn«^dom.  None  of  those  objections  apply  to  the 
Bank  oK  the  United.  States.  The  charter  of  the 
present  bank  places  the  institution  beyond  the 
control  of  the  Government.  It  is  bound  to  ac- 
commodate the  Government  with  loans  lo  a 
limited  amount  when  required;  but  thfs  obliga- 
tion on  the  bank,  although  its  performanee  may 
at  times  chance  to  be  unfavorable  to  the  institu- 
tion, is  yet  connected  with  no  danger  to  the 
country,  since  the  one  cannot  lend,  until  we,  the 
representatives  of  the  people  have  authorized  the 
other  to  borrow.  The  Executive  of  the  United 
States  is  said  to  bear  the  sword,  but,  sir,  Congress 
holds  the  purse,  and  it  has  not  been  explained  ions 
how  the  existence  of  a  bank  is  to  render  one  sub- 
servient to  the  other,  or  to  convey  the  sword  and 
purse  into  the  same  hand.  I  can,  however,  con- 
ceive a  plan  of  a  bank  which  would  sharpen  the 
sword  of  the  Executive  and  give  a  power  to  his 
arm  that  might  be  used  to  the  ruin  or  degrada- 
tion of  our  citizens.  Adopt  the  plan  which  has 
been  recommended,  and  which  is  to  rise  upon  the 
ruins  of  the  present  institution;  erect  one  great 
bank  whose  branches  shall  embrace  all  the  States 
and  whose  capital  shall  swallow  all  the  Siate 
banks,  give  to  the  Administration  the  evormoos 
patronage  of  the  appointment  of  directors  to  this 
insiitutton,  and  place  the  credit  and  business  of 
every  man  connected  of  necessity  with  banks  at 
the  mercy  or  pleasure  of  an  Executive  or  his 
minions,*— the  commercial  and  the  enterprising 
must  decide  either  to  become  flatterers  and  be 
favored,  or  to  retain  their  independence  and  be 
ruined.  It  is  this  system  which  would  give  a 
dangerous,  a  detestable  power.  Your  Admiols- 
tration,  styling  themselves  Republican,  have  pro- 
fessed to  desire  no  patronage:  1  will  take  them 
at  their  .word ;  my  vote  shall  never  increase  their 
patronage,  to  multiply  their  dependants.  The 
Crown,  which  they  profess  to  put  away,  I  will 
not  force  upon  their  brow. 
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As  tp  the  Bftok  of  Boglaail  and  ih«  British 
debt,  I  perceive  not  the  bearing  their  eoaoexioa 
eiD  hare  ob  the  aubieet  before  qs*  TbaC  the 
Bfitifth  Gk> vera  meat  haf  e  made  too  free  use  of 
the  tbiiitf  of  the  baak  to  lead,  caooot  expose  ua 
to  like  miscbiefiS  because  onr  baok  canoot  lead^ 
BoroerAdouoistfaiion  borrow,  but  by  the  express 
sttiiiority  of  Congres?.  Of  the  British  deht,  1 
koow  its  amooftt  is  onormoua.  Yal,  air,  hoaf •  aiid 
for  what  purpose,  has  that  debt  beeo  thua  airollea  ? 
Perhaps  the  people  of  Gkaat  Britaio  owe  to  ihi^t 
debt  the  prtnerfaiioa  and  eajoymaiit  of  rights 
dearer  to  freomeo-  iban  -their  parse*  It  is^  sir,«l 
the  coMt  of  that  debt  that  Great  BdlaiA  maiatains 
her  fxisteaee  aod  iodepeadeDee  as  a  nattoo.  She 
might  bava  sohtttttad  withoot  aa  effort,  without 
apeBse^aDd}  free  froaidebt,  have  soak  ooder  the 
ebaias  whiek  the  tjriaat  of  Fraooe,  |he  eoeony  of 
the  honiao  race,  haa  faataaed  tipoa  all  the  king- 
doms of  .aoniiDeotai  Borope.  Rather  than  see 
my  cooDlry  1m»w  io  a«b{eaiion  to  that  direst  of 
despotisns  against  which  Qrea^  Britain  has  atmg- 
ffled,  1  wottlf^  io  the  spirit  of  an  Americaoi  ohetir-^ 
ittJljr  bear  my  share  of  a  debt  as  large  as  tiuit 
wbieb  bas  been  the  subjeei  of  ramark. 

The  geaileiDta  tell  as  we  ha?e  sufficieat  bank 
capital  without  that  of  the  Baak  of  the  United 
Sutee;  that  tlia  capital  of  the  State  hanks  i? 
equal  to  the  wants  of  the  United  States*  and  that, 
if  Ibis  iostitotion  ia  ooniinHod,  there  will  be  ao- 
excesf  of  paper,  and  the  eonseqaeot  mischt^fa  to 
the  cottQtry.    Bir,  gentlemen  need  aot  feel  alarm 
00  tbis  point.    There  is  no  loore  danger  of  a  sur* 
ploa  of  capital  being  employed  in  baoksf  than  of 
such  torplus  heiBg  employed  in  any  other  busi- 
ness   The  thing  regulates  itself*    Bank  aocea 
nuy  be  emitted  beyond  the  use  of  the  country, 
but  yoa  can  no  more  force  them  into  circulation 
bejroad  this  iieoessity,  than  you  can  force  pur- 
chases and  sales  of  tobacco  and  flour  beyond  the 
consumption  of  a  country.     The  commerce  of- 
every  country  requires  a  oertain  sum  of  circu' 
laiiog  medium.    The  amount  must  be  aacertained 
by  exDerience,  which  alone  can  ahow  how  ranch 
it  wiU  absorb  and  emplov.    If  you  emit  papef 
beyond  this  amount  it  will,  of  neceasi^y^,  retuia 
upoQ  the  hanluk    This  discovery  is  not  modern. 
It  is  as  old  aa  the  acience  of- bankings    An.d  of 
the  errors  of  a  bank,  no  one  is  more  unfavorable 
to  them  than  the  issues  of  paper  beyond  the  aeces* 
«ty  of  thn  country ;  for,  ao  long  aa  they  keep 
within  proper  limita,  it  ia  fonnd  that  thev  may 
emit  one  dollar  and  two-thtrds,  or  two  dollars  of 
paper,  for  each  dollar  of  specie  in  their  yaultsi 
but  when  their  issues  of  paper  exceed  these  lim* 
its,  the  ejtcesa  ooatinoally  Ieturnl^  and  inatead  of 
one  dollar  in  specie  meeting  two  of  paper,a  dol- 
lar in  specie  ia  reqnired  to  redeem  each  dollar  of 
the  sarolus  emission  of  notes.   With  this  restraint 
upon  their  issues,  banks  are  kept  ia  due  check; 
and.  sir,  when  the  prudent  and  safe  iasnes^vix: 
to  the  amount  reqnired  by  the  country-^o  not 
yield  employment  for  the  capital,  .the  business 
ceases  to  be  profitable,  the  capital  is  directed  to 
other  objaels,  and  the  nanking  fund  is  kept  at  its 
just  leveL    This,  sir,  is  the  neoessary  and  just 
llthCoH.  SdSjeas.— 86 


result' of  fair  banking — such  has  been  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of  whose 
cspital,  debt),  and  issues,  the  Qovernment  has 
been  weekly  informed.  It  is  from  the  State  banks 
that  danger  is  to  be  apprehended.  Of  their  capi- 
tal, (I  mean  not  their  nominal,  but  their  ap^ia 
capital,)  of  their  debts,  and  their  reaources.  we 
are,  and  must  remain  entirely  ignorant ;  and  wo 
have  seen  that  some  of  these  institutions,  dishon- 
estly emitting  paper  beyond  the  sum  auihorized 
by  their  caDitaf,  aod  beyond  the  necessities  of  thet 
country.,  toeir  notes  have  returned  upon  them, 
they 'have  been- unprepared  to  pay,  tneir  paper 
has  depreciated,  and  individuals  have  been  de-. 
frauded  to  a  vast  amount.  And  such,  again,  may 
be  the  case  if  we  remove  xhe  check,  the  restrain* 
ing  ioAuenoe.  which  the  large  and  solid  capital  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  prudent 
direction,  has  enabled  it  to  exercise  over  the  State 
banksr-these  "  mdshroons,''  as  the  gentleman  has 
called  them,  whiclL  like  Jonah's  gourd,  have, 
sprung  op  in  one  night  and  withered  in  the  next. 

The  gentleman  informs  us  that  our  exports  of. 
domestic  products  amount  only  to  forty -five  mil- 
lions of  dollars ;  that  the  capital  of  the  different 
banks  in  the  United  States,  at  the  rate  of  issues 
by  the  United  States'  Bank,  may  emit  ninety 
millions  of  dollars,  and  h^  infers  that  a  paper 
medium  beyond  the  amount  of  domestic  exports 
oanqol  be  necessary.    This  opinion,  sir,  needs  an 
elucidation,  which  the  gentleman  did  not  give  it.- 
Why  the  amount  of  produce  purchased  for  ex- 
portation should  form  the  measure  of  circulating 
medium  is,  to  say   the  least,  not  self-evident. 
Nor  can  I  conceive  why,  in  calculating  the  me- 
dia m  neeeasary  or  useful  for  the  concerns  of  the' 
country,  we  should  exclude  from  view  tlie  pur- 
chases fbi^  internal  use  as  well  as. for  external 
sale,  or  lose  sight  of  the  repeated  use  made  of  the 
same  note  or  piece  of  metal  in  its  contiooed  eir- 
culation.    The  circulating  medium  of  a  country, 
whether  paper  or  specie,  repreaents,  because  it 
commands,  the  articles  we  need  and  get  ia  ex- 
change for  it.    What  the  sum  should  be,  my  po- 
litical arithmetic  does  not  teach  me,  nor  does  the 
rule  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.    In  my 
opinion*  experience  alone  can  show  it,  as  I  have ' 
before  said,  viz :  that  amouiu  which  the  commer- 
cial, agricuhttral,and  manufacturing  concerns  of 
the  country  will  require  add  can  employ ;  to  be' 
ascertained  from  the  amount  of  silver  and  gold. 
io  circulation^  baak  credit,  and  bank  notes  issued 
and  not  returning  upon  the  banks.    It  is,  I  admit, . 
a  fact,  a  proud  fact,  that  the  exporu  of  onr  coun- 
try have  increased  from  eighteen  to  forty-five 
millions.    New  fields  have  been  opened,  produce 
increased,  means  of  conveyance  multiplied,  and 
new  markets  sought  find  resorted  to.   Agriculture, 
commerce,.aod  manufactures,  have  advanced,  as 
they  necessarily  musL  hand  in  hand  ^  and  to  the 
beneficial  influence  of  banks,  increasing  the  capi- 
tal, encouraging  enterprise,  stimulating  and  re- 
warding the  interest  of  the  country,  we  are  in- 
debted for  much  of  this  increase^ 

The  testimony  which  the  geotl^an  has  borne 
to  the  correct  management  of  the  Bank  of  the 
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United  States,  was  to  have  been  expected  from 
his  information  and  liberality.  The  factprevi;' 
ously  stated,  and  repeated  bj  him  as  a  detect  in 
arrangement,  that  the  notes  of  the  bank  and  its 
branches  are  not  paid  but  at  the  office  from  which 
they  issue,  and  at  whicji  they  are  made  payable, 
is  not  a  ground  of  complaint.  The  banlc  and  its 
branches  have  each  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
capital.  Of  the  branches,  the  largest  portion, 
(only  91,800,000J  is  in  New  York,  and  it  is  ab- 
aurd  to  suppose  that  either  the  branch  with  this 
capital,  or  the  others  with  less,  should  redeem,  at 
all  times,  the  notes  emitted  upon  a^capital  of  ten 
milHons.    The  thing  is  im))osaible. 

Prom  the  opinion  advanced  by  the  gentleman, 
tbai  the  state  of  the  bank  should  rather  excite 
the  fears  of  the  institution  for  its  .own  safety  or 
aolveocy,  than  awaken  the  apprehensions  of  the 
community  for  the  effects  of  dissolution  upon 
them,  I  be^  leave  to  dissent.  We  have  had,  in 
debate,  various  statements  of  the  affairs  of  the 
iMink,  drawn  either  from  former  reports  or  conjec- 
ture. The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, this  day  laid  on  our  tables,  shows  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  bank.  To  this  I  shall  refer  for 
facts. 

There  is  due  to  the  bank  from  individuals  upon  notes 

Ascoonted  -  -  -  -  -  914,578,294  S0 
Other  banks  owe  them  for  notes  and 

in  account    -        .        .        .        ^ 
The  Government  owe,  including  the 

late  loan»  ftinded  debt  and  Treasuiy 

drafts    -        -        -        •        -        - 


1»S87,485  9S 


»,807,046  49 


They  have  in  gold  and  silver    - 
And  in  real  eatate     •        •        .        . 

Making  a  property  to  laee  the  demands 
on  them        -        •        •        • 


18«672,8S6  66 

6,009,667  10 

600,663  77 


S4,1Q3,046  53 


Oo  the  other  band  what  do  thcfy  i>we1 

To  the  holders  of  their  notes  in  circu- 
lation •       .        •        .        • 
To  the  Government  for  depositee 
To  other  banks  due  in  account 
To  individuals  for  depositee 
To  balances  on  Outstanding  drafts 


96,087,136  S3 

1,93M99  60 

684,^48  01 

6,900,482  88 

171»473  17 


Making  the  total  amount  of  their  debts    I3,673»S68  83 


Thus,  sir,  with  a  property  of  twenty*four  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  leaving  the  stockholders  the  drig- 
ibal  slock  of  ten  millions,  and  a  surplus  of  more 
than  half  a  million  to  meel  bad  debts.  But  were 
it  otherwise— were  it  possible  that,  of  the.  debts 
due  thetn,  ten  miHions  should  never  be  collected, 
the  loss  would  affect  the  stockholders,  whose  orig- 
inal advance  would  be  lost,  but  the  interest  of 
the  community  would  not  even  then  be  affected, 
at  least  not  as  creditors  of  the  ibstitution;  because 
even  if  ten  millions,  the  capital  stock,  were  by 
any  means  sunk,  the  bank  would  still  be  aoivent, 
it  would  even  then  pay  its  debts,  and,  conse- 
quently, must  be  perfectly  safe  as  regards  the 
eommuaity.  -  | 


Such,  sfr,  is  the  state  of  the  account  oa  the  side 
of  the  bank. 

How  stands  the  account  with  the  debtors  of 
the  bank,  or  rather  with  the  public  1 

The  bank  can  demand  the  debts  due  it  $18,672,8)6  6( 
Admit  the  demands  upon  it  are  ap- 
plied ae  sets-off  to  their  fall  amount     13,67S,366  8t 

The  balance  still  to  be  raised  by  the 

country  is 4,999^711 

Within  a  trifle  of  five  miUions  of  doUaia. 

Whence  is  this  sum  to  comet  IVot  from  the 
raults  of  the  other  banks;  they  do  not  posseti it. 
It  is  stated  in  the  able  speech  of  the  represeDii- 
tive  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  iu  the  L«gisli- 
ture  of  Pennsylyaoia,  upon  the  reablutioo  respect- 
ing  the  bank,  that  the  report  of  the  state  of  ifl 
the  banks  of  that  State,  recently  made  to  the 
Legtslatore,  sho¥'s  that  all  tb«  banks  io  Phili- 
delpbia  (excepting  that  of  the  United  Sistcs) 
have  together  btrt  a  linle  more  than  oaemiilin 
of  dollars  in  specie:  those  who  have  the  bert 
means  of  information,  declare  the  specie  in  the 
baoks  of  New  York  is  not  greater,  aod  in  thoie 
of  other  cities  unquestionably  less.  The  Stite 
banks  then  h«ve  not  the  money,  and  canooi  pro* 
doce  it.  Win  the  notes  of  these  banks  paf  the 
debtt  No,  air,  because  their  notes  will  be  re- 
turned upon  them  for  payment,  which  tkef  eta* 
not  make.  These  banks  know  their  own  streogih 
or  weakness,  and  that  they  dread  this  crisis,  is 
manifest  from  the  course  they  hare  tiretdf 
adopted ;  they  have  curtailed  discounts  and  com' 
menced  catling  in  theirdebts.  The  consequeocei 
you  learn  from  the  moans  of  your  correspoodeats, 
and  from  the  petitions  which  daily  press  yosr 
table.  T h e  wa n  t  o f  money  has  prod ucea  a  want  of 
punctuality  •  confidence  is  destroyed ;  the  life,  the 
animating  spark  of  busineaa  is,  as  it  were,  sus- 
pended, and  dee)>  distress  is  fast  spreading  over 
the  commercial  world.  Sif,  my  deductions  are 
supported  by  facts.  They  prove  the  sdrencf. 
indeed  the  strength  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uaite^ 
Slates,  is  such  as  to  merit  the  oonfideace  of  the 
people,  which,  it  enjoys;  while  the  situation  of 
the  State  bai»ks.  aiid  the  deficiency  of  the  pf^ 
cious  metals,  gives  a  fatal  assurance  of  the  in* 
ability  of  the  country  to  submit,  without  great 
distreas;  to  the  operation  of  having  extracted  froffl 
it  the  Urge  debt  due  the  bank. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  says  it  is  no  ar- 
gument in  favor  of  a  eontiouanee  of  the  book, 
that  it  is  necessary  for  th«  maoaveaMot  of  the 
financial  concerns  of  the  United  States,  for  (hit 
the  word  *^  finanee'Ms  not  to  be  found  in  tfaeCoa- 
stiiotion.  Sir,  were  I  called  upon  by  ooeof  the 
veomanry  of  this  country— one  whose  days  bad 
been  spent  at  the  plough,  remote  from  Coarts,tDd 
without  concern  in  affairt  of  State,  to  define  to 
him  what  were  the  financial  eoaceros  of  the 
United  States,!  should,  as  an  explanation  adapted 
to  the  simplest  understanding,  inform  him  that 
the  hiyiog  and  collecting  taxes,  borrowing  nooef, 
and  paying  tbe  debts  of  the  Union,  were  its  finao- 
cial  coocerna.  And  as  these  powers  are  ^^P^^ 
graated  to  CoDfress,  although  the  word  '"tiaMud^ 
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may  not  be  foaod  ittihe  CoDstUutioa,  Cc^oi^eas 
are  ihiis  required  of  oecsssity.  to  provide  for  the 
management  of  the  *^  fiaanciai  coo^ras  of  the 
Uoited  Sutes." 

Permit  me  now,  «ir,  to  notice  obj^ctioBe  urged 
against  the  bank  from  oth«r  quartern,  and  of  a 
different  aature-^objeetioos  Aot  calculated,  prob* 
ably  not  intended,  to  iafiueBce.  ibia  House,  but 
wiiicb  may  have  an  influenoe  abroad*  Gentle- 
men have  objected  to  what  they  term  the  foreifa 
io/luence  in  our  afiairs  from  a  portioa  of  th« 
stock  of  this  bank  being  held  hy  foreignera^  and 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Waiqbt} 
has  alleged  that  aliens,  traitors,  and  old  torif^  ara 
iflirosted  wkh  its  direetion ;  others  with  him 
hare  said  that  the  bank  and  ihe  funding  system 
are  twins  of  the  same  progenitor,  (Atexnudiet 
HamiUoo,)  and  that  the  question  ^isreating  this 
bank  was  the  groond  on  whieh  the  parties  of  the 
Uoited  States  first  divided. 

The  charter  of  the  bhnk  did  not  exclu4e  for* 
eigners  from  purchasing  shares,  because,  at  the 
period  of  its  esubiishment^  pur  country  was  with- 
out  capital,  and  it  was  jan  object  rather  to  invite 
foreign  capital  to  the  United  States  than  to  repel 
it;  their  large  funds  and  low  rates  of  interest 
have  enabled  them  to  give  more  in  the  market 
than  o»r  citizens  eottld  afford  to  pay,  and  they 
bare  consequently  purchased.  But,  if  it  be  a  sin 
to  hare  sold  stock  to  foreigners,  kty  it  at  the  right 
door;  and  when  you  revile  the. measure,  do  npt 
forget  it  was  one  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administra- 
tion, whosold  Jio  £ngltsh  merchants, in  the  ]f eer 
1801,  all  the  stook  in  the  hank  which  the  United. 
States  owned. 

The  charter  denies  to  any  stockholderi  no4  a 
resident  of  the  United  States,  the  rigkt  eitlwr/ofC 
a  rote  in  the  choice  of  directors,  or  a  eeai  at  the 
board  of  directors*  And  thus  divested  of  any 
poirer  to  interfere  in  the  cMlcems  of  the  bank,  it 
requires  more  than  human  peaeiraliou  to  dis- 
corer.or  more  than  ordiaary- jealousy  to  suspect,- 
how  foreigners  can  influence  even  the  affairs  of, 
the  bank,  much  less,  through  its  agency,  the  eon* 
cerosofthe  countryp 

Thix  cry  of  foreign  influence  from  the  use  of 
foreign  capital  is  a  modern  bugbear.  Durin#  our 
Rerolutionary  struggle,  our  soldiers  were  clothed 
and  armed  with  funds  borrowed  in  Europe;  our 
nerves  were  ha^dened|,  our  sinews  stileoed,  aad 
our  independence  achieved  with  the  assistance  of 
foreign  capital.  Yet  the  heroes  and  sages  of  that 
day  suspected  not  any  improper  foreign  influence ; 
they  were  brave  and  wi^,.  but  not  as  euaniog  as 
our  preaeni  statesmen  who  have  made  the  dis- 
covery. 

As  to  the  aliens,  ti:altors,  and  old  tories.  Who 
are  cooeerned  in  the  direction  of  the  bank,  the 
gentleman  is  too  general  in  his  charge.  So  far 
^  be  will  be  particular  he  can  be  met.  He 
Q^med  but  two  persons  as  meriting  his  denun- 
ciation: £van  Jones  and  Daniel  Clarke,  of.  New 
Orleans.  1,  sir,  know  not  personally  either  of 
these  gentlemen.  Mr^Joues  I  understand  to  be 
^native  of  Pennsylvania,  who,  at  the  peace  of 
1'^  when  Great  Qritain  acquire^  Florida^  aetr 


tied  in  that  coantry,  And  has  resided  there  and  at 
New  Orleans  ever  since;  he.  is  declared  to  be  a. 
man  of  high  character  for  integrity  and  honors 
Mr.  Clarke  has  had  a  seet  as  a  delegate  on  this 
floor;  though  not  a  native  of  the  United- States,- 
he  is  as  much  a  citizen  as  any  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  Louisiana,  made  so  by  treaty,  and  as  mucrh  so 
as  will  be  the  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Or- 
leans, ^  that  is  to  be,'*  in  the  next  Congress. 
A^aiubi  bis  character  nothing  has  been  alleged 
other  than  that  imputation  which  the  people  of 
the  United  States  have  fixed,  upon  the  character 
of  every  roan  who  has  been  the  friend  or  asso- 
ciate of  Wilkinson  and  Burr.  Let  me  not  be  un- 
der^itood  as  committing  myself  to  the  opinion  of. 
the  gui  1 1  oC  t hese  gen  t wme lu  I  was  not  of  B u rr's 
Jury-^he  may  be  guilty ;  nor  am  Lo[  Wilkinson  V 
commitiee-^  may  be  innocent; -yet suspicion- 
deeply  stains  his  ehaiacter;  it  will  take  much 
of  the  labor  of  the  file  to  lub  it  off^   . 

But,  sir,  lei  it  be  supposed  that  an  individoaL 
who  was  unfriendly  to  our  Re  volution  should  faava. 
been  chosen  by  those  who  are  proprietors  of  .the 
bank  to  a  seat  in  its  direotion.  Would  the  choice 
be  either  new  or  criminal  ?  Sir,  a  person  whose 
name  is  recorded  in  the  proscription  statute  of  a. 
Sttft^  as  an  *^old  tory^"  was  appointed  by  Mr* 
Jefferson  a.  district  judge  of  the  Uoited  States. 
In  other  States^  but  particularly  in  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania,  persons^who  bore  arms  against 
lis  and>adhered  to  our  enemy  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war  have  also  been  appointed  by  Republican 
Presidents  to  offices  of  htjgh  trust.  Why  were 
these  "  old  tories"  thus  honored  and  trusted  1  Be- 
eause  they  possessed  integrity  and  ability  to  qual- 
ify them  for  their  stations.  And,  why  might- not 
a  tory  be  chosen  a  director  of  a  bank>  if  his  vir- 
tues snd  talents  bad  gained  him  the  confidence 
of  tb^  stockholders  ?  /The  choice  seems  to  me  to 
be  as  pardonable  in  a  stockholder  as  in  a  Presi* 
dent— or  is  it,  sir,  that,  the  Republican  President 
has  beeu  converted  into  a  political  Pope,  and  has 
alone  the  power  te  pardon  And  absolve  from  poli- 
tical SIMS  i 

Of  the  origin  of  the  Bank  of  thfe  United  States, 
the  honor  is  certaiitly  due  to  the  first  Secretary 
qI  the  Treasury.  In  justice  to  his  memory,  the 
fact  ought  frequently  to  be  mentioned  and  never 
to  be  forgotten.  But,  sir,  the  merit  of  obuiiniog 
the  adoption  of  the  plan  is  not  entirely  his.  The 
original  bill  in  every  stage  received  the  support 
of  gentlemen  of  the  Republioan  party ;  among 
those,  who  Were  its  earliest  supporters,  one  most 
distinguished  for  ability,  the  present  Secretary*of 
the  Treasury,  continues  it  advocate  to  the  present 
hour* 

In  support  of  the  claim  of  the  bank  for  a  re- 
newal of  ifs  charter,  and  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Gal- 
latin, 1  will  here  read  extracts  from  his  report  to 
the  Senate,' of  March,  1809: 

**  The  advantages  derived  by  Government  from  the 
bank  are  nearly  of  the  same  nature  with  those  obtained 
by  individuals  who  transact  business  with  similar  insti- 
tutions, and  may  be  redneed  to  the  following  heads: 

••  Ir  Safe  Aseptng*  vf  public  numty9*^T\m  applies 
not  enJIy  to  money  in  the  Tieeswy,  bat  that  in  tim 
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JmnA^  •f  csllaotoM,  and  aflWt  om  of  Ibtt  baiC 
tgwoit  deliBqwnciat. 

.  «<S.  TV— jiniMiwt  ofnubSe  mmejf9    from  oneq— iw 
ter  of  the  Union  to  «noilior.    Thk  if  done  ^  li»  hnk 
•I  ili  ovn  risk  mad  oxmom*. 
''S*  ColUeium  of  tie  revenue* — Tbo  panctnalUy  of 

Cjmentt  lotrochicod  by  the  banking  ayaUm,  and  tbe 
aUtiea  ofieved  by  the  bank  to  importers  indebted  Uii 
levenuc  bonda»  are  amongst  the  causes  which  have  en- 
abled the  United  States  to  collect  with  so  great  facility 
and  with  so  few  losses  the  large  revenue  derived  from 
impost. 

**  4.  Lodna. — ^The  bank  has  been  eminently  useful 
hk  making  the  advances,  whidi,  under  different  circum- 
atances,  were  necessary.  At  one  time  Government 
owed  it  $6,200,000,  exclasfve  of  6  per  cent  stock  ori- 
ginal tubscription,'  and  a  similar  disposition  to  aooom- 
modato  has  been  repeatedly  eiKiaaed  wBenaear  the  aspect 
of  poblia  a&its  has  rendewd  h  proper  to  aaoettain 
trfcatlMrnawloaaamigbt^ifwaatedYbeobtoiaed."  . 

The  report  then  states,  thtt  atthoaffb  tho  banks 
established  uoder  authority  of  the  States  mi^ht 
sfford  eonfsiderable  assistance  to  the  Government 
Ip  its  fiscal  operations,  there  is  none  whieb  tan 
tvaosmit  money's  with  thi^  same  faeitity  or  to  the 
•ame  extent ;  none  which  can  afford  so  great  se- 
eurity  a^inst  any  possible  loesps,  or  greater  re* 
aources  in  relatioa  to  loans.  "  Nor  is  it  eligible 
Ibat  ibe  General  Gbvernment  shoald,  in  respect 
to  its  own  operations,  be  enlirelf  dependent  on 
iostitations  orer  which  it  has  no  control  what- 
ever." He  also  notices  the  obieetioo  ^  foreign- 
ers holding  stock,  bat  this  he  declares  ^^does  not 
AC  aH  events  appear  aaflSoient  to  outweigh  the 
aanifest  public  advantages  derived  from  a  re- 
newal of  the  charter.'' 

Mf.  Speaker,  gentlemen  may  disregard,  but  they 
eannot  despise,  nor  can  they  destroy,  this  high 
testimony,  which,  while  it  establishes  the  utility 
of  the  bank,  bears  honorable  testimony  to  the  up- 
tight and  patriotic  spirit  in  Which  its  operations 
have  been  conducted.  This  testimonial  outweighs 
all  that  the  bickerings  of  interest,  the  suggestions 
of  jealousy,  or  the  apprefaensiooB  of  the  uninformed, 
can  assert  against  the  iostitutioo.  For  myself, 
air,  had  I  no  other  knowledge  of  the  subject,  I 
sbbotd  feel  no  hesitation  upon  tire  question  of 
eonstitutionality  aiHi  necessity  of  a  bank  which 
Hamilton  recommended,  WAflBiKOTOii  approved, 
and  Gallatin,  aAer  twenty  years  experience,  eon- 
finues  to  advocate.  The  shade  which  has  been 
utiempted  to  be  cast  upon  the  fame  of  Hamilton 
jwche  **  progenitor  of  the  bank"  miMl  when  ex- 
amined, like  every  other  attack  upon*  i^  but  add 
to  its  lustre.  Sir,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  eulogise 
the  name  of  that  great  man ;  were  mf  feeble 
powers  equal  to  the  task  I  should  deem  it  uuue- 
eessary:  Partv  rancor,  which  impotentiy  fol- 
lowed him  to  the  grave,  cannot  now  obscure  one 
ny  of  that  sup  of  glory  which  shines  upon  the 
tomb  of  the  iljustrious  dead. 

As  if  satisfied  or  fearful  that  no  areiUBent 
ajninst  the  bill  could  be  urged  which  would  plao- 
aibly  destroy  its  claims  to  support,  the  question 
has  been  called  o  party  q ueation.  To  rally  a  party 
found  its  standard,  to  excite  the  ^ertiimcily  and 
•wakeu  the  seventy  of  party  feeJing^-it  ha$  beea 


deelared  that  upon  the  q,ucstion  of  lucorpontiDg 
this  bank,  ia  1791,  originated  the  division  of  |tt^ 
tiea  which  has  siuee  exiaied  in  this  natioo.  Un- 
til this  time  sir,  this  discovery  has  not  been  mtde. 
I  had  understood  a  very  diflereut  history  of  the 
origin  of  party.  I  have  beard^  I  have  read,  fsr 
youth  did  not  permit  me  to.  witness,  that  at  iW 
formatiea  of  o«r  present  Coosiitatioa  maar  pei- 
sons  with  diflereut  Tiews  were  opposed  to  ibf««- 
matioD  and  adoption,  preferring  tfaut  shadow  ef 
union  in  whieh  the  States,  as  with  a  rope  ofsiBtf, 
were  attempted  to  be  bound  undei"  the  CoaMu^ 
atioo,  to  the  strength. firmoesa,and  unity, in  whiek 
we  are  kait  by  the  Federal  Conatitattoa.  The 
good  atnae  and  good  fiirtutte  of  our  eountry  pre- 
vailed, the  Constitutiou  was  adopted,  and  tbeie 
who  09  Uoti-federalisis  had  op|KMed  the  adopiiea 
of  the  Ceustitutien  were  organized  with  verv  fee 
eieeptieua  uuder  the  uame  of  Republieant,  it 
oppositiou  atfd  decided  uniform  hoatiltty  to  ik 
measuiea  of  the  FiedemI  Governneut. 

The  charter  to  the  haa4  thus  indeed  becatae 
with  .some  of  ita  eppoaeuta  a  qoeeiioa  of  psrtf, 
although  it  reeerved  the  aupport  of  others  who 
were  anti-Meral.  lu  this  pe^ty  oppestiioi  it 
ouly  met  the  ftMe  of  every  other  measure,  how' 
ever  wise  and  salutary,  originated  aod  perfeeted 
at  that  period.  Let  us  Mpo  air,  tliat  the  Mtsd- 
nesa  and  iojustioe  oi  such  rule  of  aotioa  u  sol 
again  to  be  revived. 

Let  ise  now,  sir,  vapidly  gieooe  «t  the  coots* 
quences  which  are  to  atiead  lite  rejection  of  this 
bill.  The  intercourse  between  the  States,  and 
the  dealings  of  the  oitiuaua  ef  a  State  with  ibott 
of  different  parts  of  the  same  State,  reqaht  t  cir- 
culating raedittlD  far  above  the  ^anftity  of  gold 
and  ailver  whieh '  exiscs  amougat  tia.  No  lau 
eottteada  that  the  demands  of  eomaaeree,  or  ereo 
the  ordinary  trsnsaotioiwof  iudividuals,  eaa  is  ike 
present  scarcity  ofgoM  and  ailv^er  he  carried  oa 
without  the  iuterveution  ef  banic  uotes.  Hitberio. 
sir,  the  notes  iaraed  in*  eueh  State  have  answered 
some  of  the  domestie  uiea;  but  lor  ibe  purpose 
of  remitting  to,  or  reeeiviug  payment  from  otlier 
States,  no^eliance  has  ever  beeb  plaeed  apoo  tlie 
noteaof  Stale  banks,  it hasfreqaently  happeoed 
that  notes  have  ^t  into  eireulaiioa,  purponise 
to  be  tseued  by  a  binlt  which  in  faet  never  eiisied, 
and  other*  issued  by  bauks  which  had  fsilH. 
The  difficulty  of  knowing  the  real  from  theipo' 
rious,  and  the  aolvent  fVom  the  iuaotveat,  bas  to 
far  restratued  the  cireulatioii  of  the  notes  m  Sale 
banks  withti^  the  limite  of  their  own  Siatt^selo 
hare  peeveated  any  iate  frauds  and  losses  exorpt 
among  therery  uoinfovflMd  part  of  the  cobwiih 
nity.  In  these  circumstances,  the  kaowa  sisiitf 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  reosipt  of 
Its  paper  in  pay  meat  of  debts  to  the  Uaiced  States, 
has  grven  if  a  currency  and  eredit  e^aai  to  gold 
and  silver  in  every  purpoae  of  domestic  or  fbreifs 
use,  and  ita  frequcney  among  oa  haa  eo  far  faoii- 
liarised  all  men  of  budineas  with  thenotei  ss,if 
not  entirely  to  preveat  frauds  from-  counterfeit^ 
at  least  greatly  4o  dimloish  the  wiff'  ^^^ 
straying  this  bank,  you*  are  about,  sir,  to  stws 
ail  thia  most  valued  papfr  medium  out  (^  eiifi- 
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«oee;  todisaoir*  air  jftftffietd  etpital  of  the  fiaak 
of  the  Uotted  States  oi  tea  mUlioAa  of  dotfafs, 
and  Bot  merelf  thia  oapiial  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Statee,  but,  bf  wsthdiminDg  fcem  the  other 
haab  the  vetf  large  portioa,  if  not  the  whole  of 
their  speeie  capital,  with  whieh  the)r  aaiiit  part 
to  paf  tho  Bank  of  the  United  3tatee  the  debts 
dattf  lacteasiitf  acafast  them,  for  the  recdpt  of 
their  aolee  in  wsenaEfO  of  iadtridual  debts  to  the 
Bask  of  tlie  United  Slates,  you  inef  itataly  fender 
the  State  banks  iess  able  to  aeeoiyiaiodaaa,  and 
dimiDisk  greatly-  thnt  portion  of  the  eitetdating 
medioBi  emitted  by  these  banks. 

Of  the  disttess  trhioh  this  measora  will  ooca* 
doD,  L  need  say  noihtog.  The  ovideaee  of  its 
exittenceand  magnitadesavroandsyoo^aad  hare 
been  already  repmtedly  pressed  upon  yoor  altea- 
tioD.  Ton  are  io  fact  to  destroy  all  conidence 
in  baak  paper*  Can  my  eoastitaents  know  whe- 
ther ibe  bank  note  of  New  Hanrpshira  or  Geor«- 
gia,  which  aa  offered  them,  is  genttiae  or  spuri* 
oQs?  Can  ikey  knoar  whether  a  bask  is  in 
ertdtt,  or  insoUen^  of  which  they  hare  neter 
before  heard  9  Yet,  sir,  ae  goM  and  silver  is  not 
10  be  had;  and  the  Uaited  Btaites'  Bank  notes 
will  no  longer  axist,  yoa  rednoe  the  peopftato 
tbia  dilemoia ;  eitbec  tbay  must  re;ceive  the  notes 
of  Slate  banks,  ignoimnc  ae  tkey  aaast  be  of  their 
genaiaeness  of  >cfedit|  eaeouiiter  th^  daily  risk 
of  beiittdefrftnded.'or  keep  on  hind.lbeir  pro^ 
does.  In  this  stato  of  .uneeriainDty,  bank  notes 
mm,  k)se  tboir  credit  i  wHI  eaaae  to  drcidaie ; 
nest  soon  depreciate,  and  soancs  of  speeulatieii 
sad  embarrasamant  wiU  leasne  not  unlike  those 
which  hare  hoictofooB  neadv  sakied  our  ooonlry* 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  present  is  not  ii.  time  tor  daft- 
geroas  esrperimeaia  Opon  tke  prosperity  of  our 
ceontry.  With  foietfo  natlaos  oar  relations  are 
more  than  at  any  oibar  period  peepleaeed;  In 
lay  apprehonsion  the  nntioae  of  Barope,  with 
more  than  obo  of  whom  we  have  advanced  in  a 
warlike  attitode,  will  have  more  forbearatlea  and 
IsBs  temper  than  is  nsaal  with  tkem,  if  they  do 
not  meet  Us  witk  deaided,  nol  secret  hoetiiity.* 
And,  in  this  ttmo  of  danger  tern  abroad,  white 
with  a  aoo«inlereeaSBe  law  »  one  hand,  yon  fet« 
ter  ail  external  oonaaerce^  sink  your  raven ne,  and 
redace  the  Talne  of  property }  with  f be  other,  by 
destroying  the,  bank,  delaaglnf  the  fioanees  of 
the  Gkrvaraiaent,  overtnming  private  oiodit,  vnd 
destroying  eommerciki  confiMice,  yon  press  witk 
the  dttdly  weight  of  an  ineabus  npon  the  exer- 
tions of  doiDestie  industry  and  enterprise.  Tha 
ineritidile  dflfeet  of  these  naeaswree  most  bo  to 
tarn  loose  a  torrent  of  overwkotmuig  calamity, 
the  extent  of  which  'yon  cannot  estimate,  abd  the 
force  of  which  vou  cannot  stay.  The  coilse« 
•qasnces  are  .awiiil,  and  the  respeneibility  seri« 
ens.    Let  gentieno^ttlooktoit. 

Mr.  RwBA,  of  Tenoeesec-^If,  in  the  eoaree  of 
tfaiBdcbate,observatioifs  had  not  be^  vwde  which 
appear  to  deprive  the  Constitution  of  vbe  United 
Slates  of  its  innate  virtae  and  honor ;  to  destroy 
ilB  beauty  and  umpliotty;  and  to  transform  it 
into  a  detormed  and  distorted  something,  the  de^ 
kale  on  thia  bill  to  raoew  tho  ehaiur  of  tha  hank 


of  the  Uaited  States  wouhi  have  progressed  co 
the  and  oadistnihed  by  any  intervention  of  mino. 
if  a  train  of  reasoning  be  adopted  that  tends  tb 
didturh  ikis  Constant  ion,  and  to  give  to  it  a  eo»- 
struetion  and.  interpretation  that  it  will  not  beai^ 
ft  then  becomes  a  doty  to  state  opinions  respeo&> 
ing  it,  and  -to  vindicate  the  true  intent  ana  exr 
press  oaderstaitding  thereof. 

The  Constitution  was  solemnly  hnd  delihei^ 
ateljr  made  by  wise  men,  who  composed  the  Con* 
vention,  in  thenameof  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  atid  it  was  solemnly  and  deliberaieiy  rat> 
ified  by  coaveations  of  the  States  respectively; 
it  is  simple  and  easy  to  be  understood  by  anjr  one 
who,  knowing  the  objects  and  ends  for  which  k 
was  ordained,  wiU  candidly  examine  it.  A  de» 
fence  of  the  Constitution  Is  &  defence  of  the  great 
and  good  men  who  made  it  what  it  is;  for,  if  tha 
Coaatkution  be  dark^  of  obsonre  intent,  and  do* 
bious  meaning,  it  is  not  what  it  onght  to  hava 
been.  If  it  be  dark,  obscure,  and  dubious;  if  it 
be  capable  of  inconsistent  or  contrary  intei'prcia^ 
tioh,  Iheconventkns  of  tke  ratrfviog  States  hava 
notexamined  it  with  thatcarelttt  atteation  whiok 
it  reqi^red.  Vain  and  empty  suimisss  will  evap** 
Orate,,  the  ckaracfers  of  the  mea  who  made  it 
being  considered;  the  scratloising  inquiries  of 
the  several  ratifying  convenftioas  bein^  cimteta^ 
plated,  and  by  a  candid  examination,  witkoni 
prejadiee,  of  the  C^onsttfutioa  Itself. 
.  The  Constitution  is  a  .compact  between  tha 
individual  States  and  the  United  States.  It  ia 
the  great  charter  and  bill  of  rigbtadehMnated  and 
given  by  the  several  States  compostng  the  Union 
to  the  United  Statea.  It  contains  tights,  powonL 
and  prineipleB,  to  be  acted  oa  by  tfa^  United 
States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  perf^  union, 
establish  justice,  itaenre  domestic  traoqollUtfi 
prmrida  for  the  common  def^nce^  promote  tha 
gencfal  welftinr;  and  secure  tha  blesstngs  of  lib* 
erty ;  and  we,  ''the  people  of  the  United  States^'* 
haveordaiaed  and  established  it  the  Conatitotioa 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  righta^  powers  and  principles,  ennmevatad 
in  the  Consututioa,  are  void  of  elasticity ;  they 
are  firm,  fixed,  and  nnbendiog;  they  will  not 
yield  to  discretion  on  varioas  assumeil  construc- 
tions ;  4loehangeable  in  their  nature,  intent,  and 
okjeot,  they  are  nnitable  only  by  the  Consttta- 
tknaiautborittes. 

*'The  enomeration  in  the  Comstitotkm  of  car- 
tain  rights  shall  not  be  coostraed  to  deny  or  die* 
parage  others  retained  by  the  people"«-articla 
eleventh  of  the  amendments  to  toe  Constitution. 
This  article  manifests  that  oil  the  rights  dfie« 
gated  to  the  United  States  are  enumerated  in  tbn 
Constitotion,  and  the  enumerated  rights  shall  not 
beoonstrued  to  deny  or  disparage,  to  bring  into 
disrepute^  or  diminish;  other  rights  retained  hf 
tha  people;  and  to  that  end  it  is  absolutely  necea* 
sary  that  the  rights  delegated  be  expresi»ly  and 
distinctly  enumerated,  otherwise  it  would  be  iaa-* 
possible  to  ascertain  and  distiiiguish  the  righta 
delegated  to  the  United  States,  ai»d  the  righia 
reaerved  to  the  people.  ^  The  powers  not  dele* 
gated-  to  tha  Unitfd  Statea  by  the  Cooat&tutiois 
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not  prohibited  by  it  to  th«  Statet,  are  reserved  to 
the  people"— article  twelfth,  aiDeodiaeot  to  the 
Constitotion.  By  this  article  it  is  manliest  that 
a  power,  not  dtstiDCtly  and  expressly  delegated  to 
the  Uoited  8tates  by  the  Coostitiitioii,  nor  ex- 
pressly and  disiiaotly  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
States,  is  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or 
to  the  people.  These  ameadatory  arttctes  ex- 
•clode  and  prohibit  an  assumption  of  discretion- 
ary powers;  of  constructive  powers;  and  of  aU 
powers  and  rights  <  not  expressly  and  distinctly 
enumerated  in  the  Constitution.  By  the  word 
*' power,"  or  the  word  ''right,"  is  understood  a 
Aindamental  principle  of  tne  ConatitotioB ;  the 
Congress  cannot  change,  alter,  vary,  or  destroy 
it,  it  assumes  form  when  it  is  clothed  with  a  le- 
gislative act  of  the  Congress,  and  ordered  to 
operate.  ^ 

It  maybe  proper  to  notice  some  observations 
,  made  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  which  ap- 

S>ared  to  evidence  a  disposition  to  show  that  the 
ongresB  was  vested  with  diseretioDary  or  con* 
etructive  powers  in  matter  of  principle.  It  has 
been  intimated  that  Congress  had  not  power  to 
.  disband  an  army,  if  the  powec  waa  not  assomed. 
If  the  Constitution  had  been  well  considered, 
/this  add  other  similar'  intimations  would  have 
been  omitted.-  An  army  is  raised  id  cobsequenee 
of  a  law,  bottomed  on  the  clause  in  the  ejirhth 
section  of  the  said  article,  which  enopowers  Con- 
gress to  raise  and  support  armies,  oy  the  eighth 
Action,  the  Congress  is  empowered  to  ^m^ke 
loles  for  the  government  'and  regulation  of  the 
land  and  naval  forces."  And  the  Congress  is 
prohibited  to  make  an  appropriation  of  money  to 
aupport  an  army  for  a  longer  t^rm  than  two  vears. 
The  Congress,  acting  on  these  powers,  will  dis* 
hand  an  army.  A  Taw  may  be  made  to  expire 
by  a  limitation  in  itself;  if  not,  the  Congress  will 
make  a  law  to  repeal  it.  A  ,law  may  be  epaeted 
to  repeal  the  law  whereby  an  army  is  raised,  and 
then  that  army  will  be  disMmded.  The  writ  of 
habecia  corrnts  is  %  prerogativie  writ  of  the  peo»> 
pie  of  the  united  States,  and  waa  in  use  previ- 
ous to  the  exfstence  of  the  Constituticm ;  it  is 
not  prohibited  by  the  Constitution  to  the  people ; 
it  is  a  duty  of  the  judiciary  to  issue  writs  of 
habeas  corfma,  proper  cause  being  ahqwn.  The 
privilege  of  that  writ  does  not  depend  on  the 
clause  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article  of 
the  Constitution  5  that  clause  only  contains  an 
•xpress  condition  or  reservation,  that  the  Con- 
gress shall  not  suspend  the  privilege' of  the  writ 
of  habeaa  corpus^  except  when,  in  cases  of  rebel* 
lion  or  invasion,  the  public  safety  may  require  it. 
A  writ  o( habeas  corpus  being  issued  by  the  judi* 
eiary,  a  law  sas{>ending  the  privilege  of  that  writ 
ia  a  law  re^atiiig  the  proceedings  of  the  judi- 
eiary,  and  is  bottomed  00  th^  powers  vested  in 
the  Congress  by  force  of  the  third  article  of  the 
Constitution.  ^'  No  bill  of  attainder  or  ear  post 
jado  law  shall  be  passed."  This  is  an  express 
prohibition,  and  requires  no  illustration.  ^'No 
title  of  nobility,  shall  be  granted  by  the  United 
Slates."  This,  alsOy^'s  an  express  prohibition. 
^ke  Congress  have  powtr  ''to  provide  and  oftaia* 


taio  a  navy,''  aad  tomake  rules  for  the  ^tem- 
ment  and  regulation  thereof ;  and  10  defiae  asd 
ptinish  piiaciea  and  felonice  committed  00  tJie 
high  seas,  and  ofiences  against  the  laws  of  os- 
tions ;"  and  consequently,  to  make  rules  and  re{« 
ttlatioDs  for  the  arovemment  of  seamen  of  every 
description.  It  oss  been  asked,  by  what  dele- 
gated power  does  Congress  make  laws  to  prevent 
settlers  on  lands,  the  Indian  title  whereof  has  sot 
been*  extinguished ?  If  the  gentleman  who  made 
the  inquiry  had  considered  that  land,  the  lodiu 
title  whereof  was  not  extinguished,  remaiaed  by 
treaty  for  the  use  of  the  Indian  tribe  ootil  tke 
extinguishment  of  title,  and  that,  a  treaty  beiog 
a  supreme  law  of  the  land,  the  CoDgress  is  em- 
powered to  give  it  complete  effect,  the  inquiry 
probably  would  not  have  been  made. 

It  is  urged  that  a  discretionary  power  is  oeect* 
aary  to  carry  the  enumerated  powets  into  effect. 
If  the  disaretiaoary  power  nUuded  to  intends  ooly 
a  power  to  legislate  on  the  delegaled  right  or 
jpower,  in  a  proper  time  aod  adequate  naanner,  tliii 
IS  no  more  than  a  power  to  make  laws  loearry 
the  delcjg^ated  power  into  execution ;  but  if  bf 
"diecretiooar^  power,"  ta  intended  a  power  to 
assume  at  dtscretioo  a  right,  or  principle,  doc 
enumerated  in  the  Constitiition.  under  preteaee 
of  cArrying  a  delegated  power  into  execatioD,  it 
ia  denied  that  the  Congress  has  that  power;  for 
if  a  delegated  power  cannot  be  carried  into  ex- 
ecution without  assuming  at  dbecetioa  a  rjglit 
not  delegated,  it  will  only  provo,  that  the  Coasti* 
tntioB  in  this  respect,  ia  deficient  aod  reqairei 
amendment,  and  will  not  prove,  thatCoogTen 
to  eflbct  a  meaaiife,  naay.  at  discrotion  do  an  oa- 
ceostitutional  act. 

It  has  been  atgned,  that  tb^  Ckinventioa  left 
Congress  to  adopt  the  means,  as  circumsuocci 
might  admit,  to  carry  the  delegated  powers  iou» 
effect.  What  is  intended  by  the  word  mtam 
ought  to  have  been  explained  in  a  Constitntionsl, 
not  a  dtseretionary  manner.  To  produce  aa  ef- 
fect of  a  general  nature  the  means  onghc  to  be 
commensurate  aod  cO'^exteosive.  Water  is  a 
means  to  allay  the  thirst  of  all  mankind;  aod 
there  is  no  substitute.  Ships  and  aea-vessels  arc 
a  means  of  carrying  on  commerce  between  01* 
tione  separated  by  the  ocoan.  and  there  is  no  sob* 
stitttte.  The  Constitutioh  iresia  Congress  wiib 
power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  natioos, 
but  no  man  will  believe  that,  in  virtue  of  that 
power  alone,  the  Congresa  Would  attempt  by  a 
discretionary  or  a  consirudtive  power  10  adopt 
another  principle,  that  is,  to  provide  and  maiouio 
a  navy  to  protect  commerce. 

The  las^  clause  .of  the  eighth  seetion  is  in  tbe 
following  wordfrN^^And  to  make  all  laws  (tbit  i<i 
^  Congress  shall  have  povrer  to  make  ail  laws) 
'which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carry- 

*  ing  into  execution  the  foregoing  powcm,  aod  all 

*  other  powers  veaied  by  the  Constitution  ia  the 
'  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  in  anjr  de- 
'  partment  or  officer  thereof." 

This  is  the  clausa  which  is  called  thesweepiaf 
clause,  pretending  to  veat  all  powera  and  aoibor- 
itief,  although  not  expraaaly  eaumerated.    Ii  anf 
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b«  proper  here  to  iD^ire  what  is  intended  bf  the 
ivords  ^  and  all  ^JMiwers  vested  by  this  Constitu- 
tion io  the  Qoveroiaent  of  the  Uoited  States,  or 
in  any  department  or  officer  thereof,"  or>what  are 
tlte  powers  intended  b^  the  words  ^  all  other  pow- 
ers," jnaamuch  as  it  is  probable  that  an  opinion 
may  have  obtained,  that  by  these  wordi*  are  under- 
stood some  bidden  oceult  power*,  not  expreaily 
enuoierated  in  the  Constitution ;  that  these  pow- 
ers are  for  the  peculiar  exercise  of  discretion,  and 
that  they  are  certain  discretionary,  powers,  to  be 
discovered  and  assumed  in  extraordidary  cases. 
If  any  such  opinions  are  entertained,  a  careAil 
examination  of  the  Conttitutioa  will  dissinate 
them.  Powers  other  than  those  enunieratea  in 
the  eighth  section  of  the  first  af  tide  of  the  Con- 
stitution— these  powers  might  all  be  mentioned— - 
bat  that  is  unnecessary ;  some  of  them  will  be 
noticed.  "  Congress  have  power  to  pro  ride  by 
law  for  talking  the  census  of  all  the  people  of  the 
United  States  every  ten  years."  Congress  have 
power  to  appoint  by  law  a  day  to  convene  other 
than  the  first  Monday  of  December.  To  deter- 
mine by  law  the  time  for  choosing  electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 
Section  fourth  of  first  article — "The  times,  plaoes, 
'  and  manner  of  holding  elections  ibr  Senators 
'  and  Representatives)  shall  be  prescribed  in  each 
'  State  by  the^  Legislature  thereof,  but  the  Con- 
'  gresa  may  at  any  time  by  law  make  or  alter 
'  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of  choos- 
'  incSenators.'' 

*^  To  make  laws  r^espeeting  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia." ^  To  declare  the  punishment  of  treason." 
Several  of  those  powers  denominated  ^other  pow- 
ers," are  enumerated,  in  the  ninth  and  tenth  sec- 
tions of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution.  Con^- 
gress  have  power  by  lawio  etiablish  courts  inferior 
to  the  Supreme  Qourt.  CoQgress  have  power  to 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respect- 
ing the  territory  and  other  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  This  enumeration  may  at  present  be 
sufficient  to  show  What  powers  are  intended  by 
the  words  ^  other  powers,"  and  also  to  maaifeit 
incontrovertibly  that  the  words  ^*and  all  other 
powers  vested  hy  tikis  Confttitution  in  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  or  pn  any  depart- 
ment or  officer  thereof,"  refer  only  to  powers  ex- 
pressly and  positively  enumerated  in  the  Consti- 
tution, and  by  it  vested  in  the  Government  of  the 
United  States — that  bv  these  wctrds  are  not  un- 
derstood, as  some  may  have  fondly  iinagined,  any 
powers  of  discretion,  fitted,  when  discovered^  to 
fill  chasms  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Sutes;  and  that  by  these  words  are  not  to  be  un- 
derstood some  concealed  occult  powers,  waiting 
to  be  revealed  by  superior  wisdom  to  meet  par- 
ticular purposes,  for  instance,  the  creation  of  tiie 
Bao^  of  the  United  States,  or  to  be  dragged  out 
by  main  force  to  support  unconstitutional  preten- 
sions. In  the  Constitution  are  clearly  expressed 
and  enumerated  all  the  powers,  rights,  and  prin- 
ciples, which  have  been  vested  in  the  Government 
of  the  United  Slates  or  in  any  department  or  of- 
ficer thereof,  by  the  individual  States  ratifying 
the  Con«*i(ution..   I^oihiog  h  left  in  obscurity  or 


difficulty  I  and  this  Constitution  is  not  elastic,  it 
will  not  bend  t6  discretionary  opinions* 

I  will  t|ow,  said  Mr-  Rbsa,  with  all  due  respect| 
approach  the  main  point  of  inquiry,  viz :  is  a  pow- 
er or  right  to  create  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea, 
expressly  eowne rated,  to  be  vested  or  intended 
to  be  vestjed  in  Congress  by  the  eighth  section  of 
the  first  article  of  the  Constitution.  It  may  be 
previously,  observed,  that  if  in  the  ninth  section 
of  jihe  first  article  there  had  been  even  a  negative 
expression  or  enumeratioi^  of  power,  or  right  in- 
serted^ empowering  Congress  to  create  the  Bank 
of  the  Unaed  States;  as  if  it  had  been  stated  in 
the  words  following,  or  words  to  the  same  efiect-^ 
*^  Congress  shall  not  create  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  eight, 
hundjred" — there  miffht  have  been  some  reason 
to  presume  upon.  .But  a  negative  expression  oT 
a  power. or  right  of  that  import  is  dot  in  the  nintb 
section  enumerated,  nor  in  any  other  section  of 
the  Constitution.  The  words  in  the  eighth  see- 
tion  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  which 
have  cau^^edsuch  amazing  solicitude  and  inquir- 
ing anxiety  to.discover  Mome  obscure  occult  pow- 
er or  right  to  create  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
there,  are  the  following:  '^Congress  shall  have 

*  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and 
^  excises,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  com« 
'  mou  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United 

*  States,"  ''and  (as  expressed  in  the  last  clause  of 
'  the  sectiQn)  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  ne- 
'  cessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  executioa 
^  the  foregfoing  powers,  (that  is,  the  powers  eno- 
'  merated  in  the  eighth  section)  and  all  other  pow- 
^  ers  (that  is,, powers  enumerated  in  other  sections 
^  pf  the  first  article,  and  enumerated  in  other  arti- 
*■  cies  of  the  Constitution)  vested  by  this  Consti- 

*  tution  in  the  Government  of  the  United  StateS| 
^  or  in  any  department  or  officer  thereof.'' 

Le(  these  words  be  carefully  and  attentively 
examined,  and  all  obscurity  and  difficulty  will  hie 
removed ;  let  them  be  connected  in  the  manner 
they  were  intended  to  be  connected,  and  no  rea- 
son ^w  ill  be,  to  presume  some  unknown  occult 
power,  on  which  a  pretension  to  c^reate  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  can  exist.  '^  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  )ay  and  collect  taxes."  Let  the 
words  be  conni>cted,  so  that  they  shall  read,  "  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  make  all  laws  neces- 
sary and  proper  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
imposts,  and  excises."  Here,  said  Mr.  R..  a 
question  presents  itself,  that  i^  to  say,  for  what 
purpose  snail  Congress  have  power  to  make  all 
laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  1 
The  first  clause  gives  the  answer — "  To  pay  the 
debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfare  of  the  United  States."  The  ex- 
pression of  the  delegated  power  or  right  will  then 
in  plain  and.intelligibie  ianguaffe  be — "  Coiigress 
shall  have  power  to  npiake  all  Taws  which  shall 
be  necessary  and  proper  to  lay. and  collect  taxei^ 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts,  and 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  of  the  United  States."  This  reading 
pfesents  to  the  mind  clear  and  distinct  ideas,  re* 
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inoves  doubtful  interpreOitioo,  ftod  ettabNshM  the 
truih  contained  in  this  section  of  tbe  Constita- 
(ion.  Let  this  reading  be  prefixed  to  every  clause 
in  the  8tb  section,  and  the  propriety  thereof  will 
^e  more  apparent ;  f<)r  instance,  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  bene- 
•^easary  and  proper  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit 
of  the  United  Slates,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare 
of  tbe  United  States.  And  here  let  it  be  ob- 
aerved,  that  the  words  "  for  the  common  defence, 
•and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States,"  are 
words  of  limitation  and  restriction,  and  not  of 
amplification  of  powers ;  these  words  direct  to 
<he'end  for  which  all  taxes,  duties,  i0|)osts,  and 
excises,  shall  be  laid  and  collected,  and  tt  follows 
that  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  shall  not 
he  laid  and  collected  for  any  purpose  whatever 
other  than  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfareof  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  tights,  powers,  and  principles,  delegated 
by  the  individoal  States  to  tbe^  United  States, 
and  enumerated  in  tbe  Constitution,  are  subatan- 
-tial,  not  formal;  and,  being  substance,  are  un- 
changeable in  their  nature^  and  must  eontijnie 
until  altered  by  the  Constitutional  authorities. 
An  institution  or  principle  which  has  power  to 
put  bank  paper  in  the  place  of  gold  and  silver,  is 
aubstantial — Aot  formal— and  never  can  be  fixed 
is  a  form,  by  way  of  appendage  to  tbe  business 
of  collecting  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  or  excises,  or 
by  way  of  appet^age  to  aid  commerce,  or  to 
borrow  money.  With  as  rotich  propriety  may  it 
be  said  to  aid  in  establishing  an  unif6rm  rale  of 
naturalization,  or  in  making  uniform  laws  on  the 
subject  of  bankruptcies  throughout  tbe  United 
'States.  A  principle,  or  a  riffht  or  power  to  cre- 
ate the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States  is  not  inserted 
or  enttmerated  among  the  rights  and  powers  enu- 
merated in  the  eighth  section  of  tbe  first  article, 
nor  in  airy  other  section  of  the  Constitution. 
Let  it  not  then  be  presumed  that  the  Convention 
who  made  tbe  Constitution,  or  the  ratifying 
States,  did,  in  an  occult  and  obscure  manner^  vest 
'the  Government  of  the  United  States  with  a 
right  or  power  to  Create  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  the  manner  and  form  belonging  to  the 
bank,  the  charter  of  which  labors  to  be  renewed. 
The  Constitution  contains  no  enumeration  of  a 
principle  which  can  give  any  pretence  for  such 
presumption. 

In  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  are 
enumerated  rights  and  powers  of  minor  impor^ 
tance  than  a  right  to  establish  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  The  right  tO(  establish  uniform 
'laws  on  the  aubjeot  of  bankruptcies  throughout 
the  United  States  i»  of  minor  importance — ^that 
right  is  enumerated.  Certainly,  then,  if  the  Con- 
vention, or  the  ratifying  States,  had  designed  to 
vest  Congress  with  the  right  to  create  the  Bank 
of  "the  United  States,  that  right  would  have  been 
expressly  enumerated  in  the  Constitution. 

By  virtue  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  ar- 
ticle of  the  Constitutioo:  '^Congrcbs  shall  have 
power  to  make  aU  laws. which  ahaii  be  aeeea.i 


'  sary  and  proper  M> -promote  tbe  progiess  of  woh 
^  ence  and  useful  arts,  by  seeunag  far  liniioi 
'  times  to  authors  and  inventor*  the  aelonre 
'  right  to  their  respective  wriuags  aid  diseofe> 
'  ries."  The  insertion  of  that  right  or  power  il- 
fords  sufficient  reason  to  oonelade,  that  if  ike 
Conveiicion  had  intended  to  delegate  to  the  Gov- 
gress  a-power  or  right  to  crrato  the  Bank  of  tk 
United  States,  €he  right  or  powtor  fo  cstabibh  it 
would  certainly  have  (>een  expreaaly  eaameiatei 
in  the  Constitution.  **  The  enameration  to  tkt 
Constitntion  of  eertatn  rights- shall  aotbeeos- 
sirued  to  deny  or  diRpnrage  others  retained  bf 
the  people."^! lib  article  of  amendments  to  the 
Constitotiofa.  Here,  then,  it.  may  properljr  W 
observed,  that  the  righu  enumerataJ  in  the  Get- 
stltution  are  eertam,  that  is,  identically  and  dit* 
lioctly  enumerated  Tights,  and  jthat  those  righa 
shall  not  be  by  discretion  constraed  to  deaf  sr 
disparage  other  rights*  reserved  to  ttra  people.  A 
rignt  or  power  to  eaiabKsh  tbe  Bank  of  the  Ufii* 
ted  Stales  is  not  enumerated  hi  tlte  ConstiioiioB; 
that  right  or  power,  therefore,  is  not  denied  to  tht 
people*,  and  the  certain  rights  enamerated  ia  tbe 
Constitution  shall  not  be  construed  to  deny  ibtt 
right  to  the  people,  that  is,  to  the  people  ia  dieir 
individoal  State  capacities.  ^'The  powermot 
delegated  to  tbe  United  Slates  by  the  Coasbta- 
tion,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the'  Stafes,  are  r^ 
served  to  the  States  respectively  or  to  the  peo- 
ple."—- Idth'^article  of  amendueDts  to  the  Coo- 
stitution.  The  eighth  section  of  the  lint  irtide 
of  tbe  Constitution  enumerates  certain  poven 
or  righta  delegated  to  tbe-  United  Slates.  Tke 
10th  section  of  the  first  article  enumerates  ce^ 
tain  rights  prohibiied  expressly  or  eonditioaillf. 
to  the  respective  Stales  J  but  in  the  tenth  sectioa, 
or  in  any  other  seetton  <»f  the  Constitotioo.  t 
right  to  create  bank  institotions  is  not  prohibited 
aTOotutely  or  cooditionallv  to  the  respeeiiie 
States  or^to  the  people;  tnat  right  therefore ii 
not  delegated  to  the  united  States,  but  isreserrcd 
to  the  respective  States  or  to  the  people.  Tbe 
States  respectively  have  legislated  on  that  power 
and  right  reserved,  and  have  established  bank  iih 
stitutions,  and  tbe  United  States  have  not  inieh 
fered  to  prevf  nt  them. 

In  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  tbe 
Constitution  a  right  is  enumerated.    **  The  Cob- 

<  grress  shall  have  power  to  exercise  exeiosire 

<  legislation  in  all  eases  whatsoever,  ever  sseb 
'  district  (not  exceeding  ten  tuMes  square)  as  msf, 

<  by  (Session  of  partlcurar  States,  nod  ibe  aeeept* 

*  ance  of  Congress,  become  the!  seat  of  Qorero- 

*  ment  of  the  United  States.''  The  power  deh- 
gated  to  tbe  Congress  by  virtue  and  force  of  ibis 
clause,  is  eminently  great,  and  requires  no  H^^^ 
tration  to  prove  that  Congress  has  power  to  ere- 
ate  bank  institutions  in  the  District  of  Colombii. 

In  favor  of  a  renewal  of  tbe  charter  of  tbe 
Bank  of  the  United  States  it  is  argued,  that  (be 
Congress,  having  power  to  lay  and  codlect  tarei, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  has  also  power  to 
establish  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  Uoited  States  ass  mcsiv 
to  aid  to  collectina  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  esei* 
sea.    It  will  not  fie  sAid  that  the  Bank  of  the  Uai- 
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ttd  States  t^%ii.esBeiitial  neeesairy  meaM  ia  ool- 
feecittg  taxes,  duties^  imposis,  ftod  exeiaes,  for  ex- 
perieoce  ha«  proved  that  laxe^  have  been  col- 
(eeted  wiiboat  the  aid  of  that  bank,  But  if  it 
bea  meana  easentially  oeceMarf  to  eoJlect  taxes, 
it  DUfht  to  be  as  extensive  ia  operation  as  the 
law  for  eolleetiag  taxes.  The  nature  of  the  bank 
tDstimtion  proves  that  it  eaoMn  be  eoexteosive 
wiib  ihe^  In  w  for  coiiectiog  taxes.  Ten  dollars 
being  the  lowest  son  for  which  a  bill  of  that 
Imak  is  issued,  it  is  manifest  that  bills  of  ten  dol- 
lars, twenty  dollars,  fifty  dolkra^  and  upwards, 
eannot  aid  generally  in  eoUeciing  and  naying 
taxes ;  admiittng  the  oirevlation  of  these  bills  to 
be  eoexteosive  with  the  operation  of  the  law. 
The  lOtb  section  of  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  in- 
eorporale  the  subscribers  to  the  3snk  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  provides,  ^  that  the  bills  or  notes  of 
'  the  snid  corporation,  originally  made  payable, 
*  or  which  shnll  have  become  payable  on  d^- 
'  mand,  in  gold  oi^  silver  coin,  shall  be  receivable 
'  in  sU  payments  to  the  United  States."  But,oot- 
withstftnding  the  bills  or  notes  of  that  corpora- 
tioo  shall  be  receivable  in  aU  payments  to  the 
United  States,  as  is  provided  for  in  that  section, 
the  act  alluded  todoes  not  provide  that  the  bills 
or  notes  of  that  bank  shall  be  receivable  in  all 

Syments  to  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The 
ink  of  the  United  States,  therefore,  cannot  be 
an  adequate  means  to  collect  taxes  from  all  the 
citixens  of  the  United  States,  and,  if  not  from  all 
the  eittxens  of  the  United  States,  the  operation 
of  the  baak  will  be  partial,  and  consequently  iui- 
joriour  to  the  people. 

By  the  10th  section  of  the  law  aUuded  to^  the 
biUsand  noteaef  the  corporation  established  by 
that  law  are  made  receivable  in  all  paymenu  to 
the  United  States.  The  bonds  for  payment  of 
dstiea  aad  imposts  on  foreign  merchandise  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  are  generally  de- 
posited in  the  baak  of  that  corporation  or  in  the 
respective  branches  thereoH  Whatever  benefit  or 
advantage,  if  any,  arises  by  colleetion  of  those 
duties  and  imports,  aecr^es  to  that  corporation ; 
-whatever  gold  and  silver  is  paid  on  account  of 
those  duties  and  imposu,  it  remains  at  the  dispo- 
sition of  tha  corporation,  by  reason  that  the  cor- 
poration, by  the  law,  are  enabled  to  pay  the 
amount  of  all  che  duties  aad  imposts  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  bills  and  notes.  These  bills  and 
notas  afterwards  come  into  the  hands  of  the 
a^ats  and  public  functionaries  of  the  United 
States,  aad  by  them  are  paid  to  the  citixens,  and 
by  this  operation  the  bills  and  notes  of  the  corpo- 
ration obtain  a  circulation  to  a  certain  extent 
among  the  people,  and,  notwithstanding  they* 
may  not  be  a  legal  tender  in  payment  ol  debts 
by  one  citixen  to  another,  do  nevertheless  acquire 
a  degrte  of  currency  by  being  in  the  first  in- 
stance made  payable  to  the  United  States.  By 
this  operation,  bottomed  on  the  ,10th  section  of 
the  law,  the  corporation  have  the  advantage  of 
retaining  the  precious  metals  in  their  vaults  until 
ao  opportunity  offers  to  dispose  of  them  to  the 
best  advantage,  or  to  export  them  to  foreign 
eoaatriaa.    Cnher  observatiaas  might  be  mtMo 


respecting  the  operation  of  the  law  iocorpprating 
the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
but  what  already  has  been  observed  may  be  suf- 
ficient to  excite  reflection  on  the  machinery  and 
iofliAace  of  the  mighty  engine  which-the  stocks 
holders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  have  in 
their  power  at  any  time,  for  any  purpose,  to  set 
in  motion.  The  instrumentality  of  ibis  engine 
pervades  the  United  States  in  ail  elections;  it 
can  raise  up  and  put  downf  it  may  fay,  "1  can 
raise  you  to  a  coospicoous  and  exalted  station, 
if  you  obey  my  directions,  and  if  you  do. not, 
1  can  put  you ^ down."  If  an  institqtioa  of  thta 
tnag^oitude  is  good  for  the  ^leople  of  the  Uni- 
ted States-^if  its  influence  is  tor  their  benefit, 
let  it  be  demonstrated.  Suppose  the  citizens 
should  refuse  lo  receive  the  bills  and  notes  of  that 
corporation  in  pavment  of  debts,  what  would  be 
the  consequence  ¥  Why,  let  us  not  say  ruin  to 
ail  would  follow  f  but  certainly  many  would  be 
injured. 

ItJias  been  said,  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  aidsaommerce.  If  it  does,  it  must  be  in  a 
manner  very  unimportant  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  in  general.  The  bank  may  be  a 
Qonvenience  to  all  who  have  to  pay,  in  the  first 
instance,  duties  and  imposts  on  merchandise  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  and  that  benefit  to 
them  operates  to  throw  on  all  the  other  people  of 
the  United  States- a  prodigious  msM  of  paper  la 
place  of  gold  aad  silver,  the  evident  effect  of  which 
is  to  substitute  the  bills  and  notes  of  that  bank  ia 
place  of  the  precious  metals ;  and  to  give  tha^ 
baak  the  power  of  commanding  the  medium  ojf 
trade  in  the  United  States. 

The  action  of  the  bank  is  within  the  Unitad 
States  aad  territpries  thereof;  the  bills  and  notes 
thereof,  as  has  been  observed,  ate  made  receivable 
in  all  payments  to  the  United  States ;  but  the  aa- 
sumed  position,  ^Uhat  the  (Mink  aids  commerce,!' 
not  satisfied  with  what  has  been  said  relative  to 
the  manner  in  which  it  aids  commerce,  returns 
i^nd  requirjes  further  explahation-^snd  it  is  pro-' 
per  to  give  that  explanation.  The  annual  reports 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  show  the  prodi- 
gious amount  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
every  year  imported  into  the  United  StatiBs  from 
foreign  countries,  and  particularly  from  Qreat 
Britain,  and  the  dependencies  and  colonies  there* 
of.  Will  any  of  the  gentlemen  who  favor  a  ra> 
newal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  as  it  is  called,  inform  this  House,  whether 
any  part,  and  if  any^  what  part,  or  to  what  amount 
of  the  cost  of  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  is  actually  paid 
for,  to  the  merchants  in  foreign  countries,  to  woom 
the  orders  are  sent,  in  bilb  and  notes  of  that  bank, 
such  as  are  passing  among  the  people  of  th^  Uni- 
ted Slates ?  'If  such  payments  are  made  in  such 
bills  and  notes,  then  indeed  there  will  be  reason 
to  cpntead,  that  that  bank  aids  commerce  in  its 
operations.  If  that  information  is  not  obtained, 
it  will  be  taken  for  granted,  that  no  such  payments 
are  made  in  the  bills  or  notes  of  that  bank.  The 
lac|  then  appeam  to  be,  that  the  bills  and  nota»of 
that  bank  do  oo^  pass  out  of  the-Uaited  States 
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ind  terrftories  thereof,  to  toy  fbrei^n  nattoo.  in 
payment  for  the  merchandise  imported  from  that 
nation,  and  that  no  merchant  of  any  foreign  na- 
tion will'  receive  bills  and  notes  in  payment  for 
the  merchandise  ordered.  The  effect  of  all  this 
is,  that  gold  and  silver  is  exported  to  foreign  conn- 
tries  to  pay  for  the  gfoods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise imported,  after  deducting  from  the  gross 
amount  of  the  va!ue  thereof  that  part  which  may 
have  been  paid  for  in  produce  of  the  United  States. 
The  consequence  of  which  is,  that  the  preciooti 
meials  are  drained  from  the  United  States,  and 
the  ppper  of  the  bank  circulates  amoa?  the  people 
in  the  place  of  gold  and  silver.  If  that  cause  is 
auffered  to  continue  to  operate,  a  lime  may  not  be 
far  distant  when  the  paper  of  that  bank  will  be 
the  only  visible  medium  of  trade  among  the  peo- 
ple; and  a  piece  of  gold  or  siver  coin,  (notwith- 
Btanding  the  Mint  has  issued  great  quantities 
thereof)  will  be  rare  to  i>e  seen.  It  has  been  said 
that  the  bank  has  been  aiding  to  agriculture.  If 
it  be  80,  it  is  strange  that  the  agridultural  part  of 
the  community  have  sent  no  petitions  or  memo- 
rials to  Congress  praying  for  a  renewal  of  the 
bank  charter.  From  whom  do  all  the  petitions 
and  memorials  come  ?  Not  from  asrr iculturists ; 
not  fiom  all  the  merchants  of  the  United  States; 
but  from  persons  interested  in  the  continuation 
of  that  bank.cbartei',  and  a  portion  of  the  mer- 
chants. 

It  has  been  urged  thkit,  if  the  bank  charter  is 
not  renewed,  ruin  and  destruction  almost  univer- 
sally will  fall  on  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
These  declarations,  said  Mr.  R.,  affect  me  not) 
because  I  plac6  no  confidence  in  them.  An  ag- 
ricultural people  cannot  be  ruined,  until  it  shall 
please  the  Almighty  to  prohibit  the  return  of  the 
aeasons  in  their  regular  time,  until  it  shall  please 
Hiin  to  dry  up  the  fountains  of  rain,  and  saythere 
shall  be  no  more  seed  time  nor  harvest:  But  if 
this  bank  is  of  such  mighty  force,  that  its  fall  will 
produce  these  direful  effects,  it  is  more  prudent 
to  meet  them  now,  than  to  delay  them  toa  future 
period.  This  ^nation  is  as  well  prepared  to  meet 
them  now,  as  it  will  be  hereafter. 

It  has  been  said,  and  insisted  on,  that  the  bank 
has  aided  the  Government  in  its  fiscal  operations, 
and  that  the  Qoveroment  cannot  well  do,  or  do 
well,  without  it.  Let  it  rather  be  said^  that  the 
Qovernment  has  aided  the  bank,  raised  it  into  ex- 
istence and  afforded  it  every  support,  by  placing 
in  its  hands  the  collection  and  deposition  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Government  for  twenty  years ;  by 
receiving  from  the  bank  its  paper  itf  place *of  sold 
and  silver,  and  thereby  leaving  the  srold  and  silver 
to  be  used  to  the  benefit  of  the  bank  corporation. 
The  bank  ;may  have  been,  to  a  certain  extent, 
convenient  in  carrying  on  the  fiscal  operations  of 
the  Government,  but  it  will  not  be  said  to  be  an 
institution  profitable  to  the  great  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States ;  'neither  will  it  be  believed 
to  be  an  iostitution  aiding  in  its  action  and  influ- 
ence the  Republican  institutions  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States. 

ThelawcrefttingtheBankof  the  United  States, 
or,  in  other  words,  the  bank  called  the  Bank  of 


the  United  States,  is  not  bottomed  on  the  Coa- 
stitntion — it  is  inconsistent  with,  and  repu^ 
nant  to  the  Constitution,  A  Constttntionsl  ror- 
ernment  requires  no  aid— can  have  no  aid  from 
an  unconstitoiiohal  principle.  The  great  viea 
who  made  the  Constitution,  and  the  ratifying 
States,  have  declared,  that  as  it  is,  they  made  nd 
ratified  it,  >and  the  pieopletof  the  United  Siato 
adopted  it  for  the  purpose  therein  eaumerated  and 
delegated ;  and  if  the  Government  cannot  exist  ia 
virtue  and  by  force  of  the  powers,  rights,  ud 
principles  expressly  enumerated  and  delegated  ia 
the  Constitution,  without  the  aid  of  a  prineiflc 
violating  the  •  Coostitotioo,  it  ia  time  that  thm 
should  be  another  grand  convention,  with  powen 
to  make  another  Constitution.  But  in  my  opisioa, 
said  Mr.  R.,  the  rights,  powers,  and  principlfs^ei- 
pressly  enumerated  and  delegated  in  the  Coofti- 
tutioo,  are  completely. adequate  iq  nil  iateots  aad 
purposes  for  the  existence  of  the  Governniest, 
withoiit  the  aid  of  any  principle  incoiisistent  wiib 
and  repugnant  to  the  Constitution.  -■ 

Mr.  McKee. — Mr.  Speaker,  having  onee  troa- 
bled  the  House  on  this  subject,  it  is  not  witboot 
much  regret  that  I  ask  the  attencion  of  geotiemn 
to  a  few  more  remarks  before  the  quettioii  ii 
taken. 

The  opposers  of  this  bill-hare  aniformlf  eoa- 
tended  against  the  exercise  of  a  power  under  the 
Constitution  which  is  not  expressly  delegated  t« 
Congress  by  the  letter  of  the  Constitatioo.  Thif 
position  cannot  he  maintained  by  the  experieoee 
of  what  is  past ;  nor  can  it  be  ad  hered  to  io  fnate, 
or  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  this  Got- 
ernment.  Ana  I  conjure  gentlemen  to  paose, 
before  they  give  a  constmetion  to  theOonstitotioa, 
Which  they  themselves  have,  on  other  occasions, 
violated ;  anil  which  they  will  be  compelled  agaia 
to  violate,  or  desert  the  beat  and  dearest  iaterest 
of  their  country. 

Sir,  the  Territory  of  Louisiana  has  been  pai- 
chased  since  the  commencement  of  the  Repgbli- 
can  Administration  ;  and  this  act  coostitntes  oae 
of  their  strongest  titles  to  the  fair  hmt  witi 
which  they  are  surrounded.  And  yet  I  ask  where 
(according  to  the  construction  contended  for)  is 
the  power  under  the  Constitution  which  coald 
authorize  the  mode  of  this  acquisition  ?  Wiilaar 
gentleman  point  it  out  to  me?  For  I  eoofessl 
cannot  perceive  it.  I  know  Congress  are  expretslf 
empowered  by  the  Constitution  to  declare  war; 
and  the  power  to  declare  war  includes  the  power 
to  acquire  territory  by  the  successful  result  of  ibat 
war.  And  hence  it  would  seem  to  follow  tbtx 
the  Government  may,  with  propriety,  atiaia  the 
same  end  by  treatv  or  purchase,  which  thejrcoaki 
effect  by  force.  But  this  power  is  certaiolf  a  coo- 
struetive  one,  to  be  collected  from  the  reason  and 
not  the  letter  of  the  Constitution.  Aad  there- 
fore, according  to  the  doctrine  inculcated,  it  can- 
not be  used. 

Congress  have  also  laid  a  general  embargo;  and 
whence,  I  ask,  is  the  power  authorixing  thisaet 
derived?  It  certainly  cknnot  be  justified  aodtf 
the  general  power,  delegated  by  the  Constitotioa 
to  Congresa,  to  regnlate  commerce ;  becaosf  a 
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general  emlmrgo  dorinir  its  continaance  puts  an 
end  to  all  commerce.  And  it  is  perfectly  abstird 
to  say  that  the  general  delegation  of  power  to  reg- 
ulate commerce,  includes  the  power  to  soapend  it 
aUogMher.  But  theConiiitution  has  delegated  to 
Congress  the  power  to  provide  for  the  general 
welfare,  and  common  defence;  and  a  withdrawal 
of  the  property  as  well  as  the  persons  of  our  citi- 
zens from  the  ocean  in  times  or  difficulty  and  dan- 
g^er,  by  means  of  a  general  embargo,  thereby  re- 
serriog  to  the  country  the  resources  as  well  as 
physical  force  of  the  people-  unimpaired,  is,  in 
fact,  providiag  for  the  general  welfare  and  com- 
mon defence.  And  hence  results  the  power  ex- 
ercised by  Congress  of  layring  an  embargo.  Bat, 
sir  this  Is  altoa  cotistructiTe  power,  not  expressly 
delegated  to  Congress  by  the  Constitution ;  and 
therefore,  by  the  docrioe  contended  for  by  the  op- 
posera  of  this  bill,  cannot  be  exercised. 

Cooirress  hare  built  a  house  for  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  that  would,  in  point  of  size 
and  magnificence,  beggar  anything  to  be  found 
at  St.  James's  or  elsewhere.  They  have  estab- 
lished post  offices  in  all  the  Slates  of  the  Union, 
and  by  law  exempted  the  postmasters  from  s^rTfi>g 
on  juries  aa  weliaa  performing  military  duty ;  by 
this  means  creating  an  influence  in  the  interior 
of  the  States,  without  any  express  delegation  of 
power,  authorizing  the  act ;  and  therefore  (accord- 
ing to  the  constructioD  contended  for  on  this  oc- 
casion) anaothortzed  and  unconstitutional. 

I  might  proceed  to  enumerate  a  lon^^ catalogue 
of  cases,  in  which  Coagresshave  exercised  powers 
under  the  Constitution  which  were  not  expressly 
delegated,  but  drawn  entirely  from  the  ressoa, 
spirit, and  essence  of  the  instrument ;  and  justified 
alone  in  their  fitness  and  efficacy  to  carry  into 
effect  some  of  the  great  class  of  powers  delegated 
to  Congress  by  the  Constitution.  The  people  of 
the  United  States  have  experienced  the  most 
happy  consequences,  arising  solely  from  the  ex- 
ercise of  those  construotiye  powers,  against  which 
some  geotlemen  now  declaim  with  so  much  ap- 
parent zeal ;  and  which  arc  certainly  less  tortured 
and  far- fetched,  than  the  construction  for  which 
those  geatlemen  so  pertinaciously  contend. 

When  we  view  the  past  we  find  that  all  parties 
haveantforroly  given  the  same  practical  construe* 
tion  to  the  Constitution. 

Wasbington,  the  great  Father  of  his  Country, 
Mr.  Jefiersoo.  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  all  the  magistracy 
of  the  United  States,  including  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  have  given  directly  or  indirectly  the 
same  construction  to* the  Constitution;  and  with 
these  iUtistrioas  examples  and  precedents  before 
me,  I  cannot  arrogate  to  myself  the  self-sufficiency 
to  disregard  or  distrust  them,  and  make  out  some 
new,  Utopian,  untried  theory,  sanctioned  neither 
by  reason,  experience  nor  policy ;  believing  it  to 
be  more  safe  to  pursue  the  old  and  beaten  track, 
than  to  adopt  untried  experiments,  particularly 
in  a  case  of  a  doubtful  nature.  I  admit  that  Con- 
gress ought  not  to  look  for  the  Constitution  in 
Jour  statute  book,  or  in  the  fugitive  pages  of  your 
ournal,  but  to  the  instrument  itself;  But,  sir, 
where  a  constrnetiou  has  been  given  to  thu  iastrn-* 


nieut  by  its  great  father,  and  where  that  construc- 
tion has  been  ratified  by  the  sovereign  voice  of  the 
people,  it  should  remain' unchanged. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Shi- 
lib)  has  endeavored  to  assimilate  the  power  now 
attempted  to  be  exercised  to  that  exercised  in  the 
adoption  of  the  odious  alien  and  sedition  laws, 
(as  they  have  generally  been  i;i|lled.)  And  if, 
sir,  the  gentleman  had  forgotten  (as  he  seeAs  to 
have  done)  the  first  article  in  the  amendments  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  then  indeed, 
bis  parallel  would  have^  been  an  appropriate  one, 
differing  from  the  construction  now  contended 
for,  only  in  the  signal  circumstance,  that  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws,  in  theii'  practical  operation, 
tended  to  abridge  the  liberty  of  the  citizen,  whilst 
the  bank  is  a  matterof  policy  alone. 

But  these  alien  and  sedition  laws  were  ii>  de- 
rect  hostility  to  the  first  article  in  the  amendment 
to  the  Constitution,  which  is  in  the  following 
words :  *<  Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting 
*  the  establishment  of  religion  or  prohibiting  the 
'  free  exercise  thereof,  or  abridging  the  freedom  of 
'speech  or  of  the  press."  This  prohibitory  ar- 
ttcie  shows  the  real  difference  between  the  two 
cases. 

Much  sensibiljtv  has  been  manifested  in  rela- 
tion to  State  rigats,  which,  it  is  apprehended, 
wtli  be  prostrated  by  the  renewal  of  this  char- 
ter. Sir,  I  am  a  friend  to  State  rights,  in  the 
safe  and  inviolable  preservation  ofwhieh  we  have 
the  aurest  guarantee  for  the  perpetuity  of  this 
Government.  But,  sir,  I  ask  if  there  are  not  ex- 
tremes on  this  subject  ?  And  whilst  we  are  guard* 
ing  against  Scylta  with  care  and  solicitude,  ia 
there  no  danger  of  fatting  on  Charybdis?  Are 
not  the  power  and  influence  of  some  of  the  States 
now  almost  paramount  to  the  power  and  influence 
of  the  Gkneral  Gtovernment  ?  By  your  refusal 
to  renew  the  charter  of  the  United  States'  Bank, 
you  considerably  enhance  this  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  great  States.  Your  revenue  is  then  to  be 
collected  and  deposited  in  State  banks.  About 
6ne-tbird  of  it  will  be  collected  by  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania^and  will  be  deposited  in  her  banks. 
And  those  banks  are,  as  they  relate  to  you,  en- 
tirely foreigfo  banks.  You  have  no  control  what- 
soever over  them  or  any  of  them.  But  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  has  a  control  over  them ;  and 
consequently  Pennsylvania,  (if  yon  destroy  the 
charter.)  has  in  her  fangs  the  purse  of  the  nation  ; 
which,  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Eppzs)  says,  constitutes  the  sinews  of  war.  Penn- 
sylvania possesses  within  herself  the  physical 
force ;  a  force  that  would  be  formidable  to  the 
whole  United  States,  were  it  ^arrayed  against 
them.  And  is  it  entirely  without  precedent,  for 
the  destinies  of  one  State  to  be  wielded  by  a  single 
individual?  If  it  is  not,  then  the  destinies  of 
Pennsylvania,  holding  as  she  will  both  the  purse 
and  the  swora.  might  be  wielded  by  some  ambi- 
tious and  assuming  man.  And  if  such  an  event 
should  happen,  which  God  forbid!  where  then 
are  your  political  liberties?  Precisely  as  safe 
and  secure  aa  if  they  were  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
Napoleon  the  Great  I 
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What  eonstiiutet  the  poiTer  and  infloenee-of  a 
State?  Certainly  quoDey  and  physical  force  are 
the  principal  and  n&ost  rc^iaite  ingredients ;  end 
hy  refusiag  to  renew  the  charter*  yon  throw  into 
Ihe  hands.of  the  great  Slates  all  the  additional 
inflnence  from  the  resources  of  the  nation  being 
eooiided  to  their  hands.    And  at  the  sanke  time 

Son  r^daee  to  the  condition  of  mere  cyphers  the 
iates  of  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Ohio,  Ken- 
tacky,  and  all  the  New  Eogiaod  Stites  exce^ 
Massachusetts,  by  withdra  wibg  entirely  from  their 
control  and  managemenc  the  public  purse  of 
<lhe  nation. 

I  do  not  wish,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  be  nndcrfad  t6 
entertain  or  iosfnuate  any  distrust  whatsoever  of 
the  integrity  or  loyalty  9(  the  great  and  respeo- 
table  State  of  Pennsylrania. 

If,  sir,  the  destinies  of  this  nation  are  to  become 
dependent  on  any  one  State  in  the  Union,  I  have 
no  predilection  for  any  State:  I. have  no  nnwil- 
jiingness  that  Penasylrania  should  be  that  Slate, 
Buif  sir,  I  protest  solemnly  against  holding,  by 
no  feeble  and  precarious  a  tenure,  the  great  aad 
inestimable  priyileges  of  self-gorernment 

But,  it  is  said,  we  may  console  ourselres  with 
the  improbability  of  this  great  State's  makingany 
improper  tise  of  the  powers  nested  in  their  hands, 
hy  a  refusal  to  renew  this  charter.  Sir,  when  at 
^ace  with  foreign  nations,  whilst  harmony  pre- 
vails at  home,  no  immediate  daai^r  is  to  be  a^ 
pehended;  bat  when  your  political  .horizon  is 
black  with  internal  tiunult,  when  you  are  tOena- 
eed  with  external  danger,  and  treasaa  stalks 
abroad  with  gjgantie  strides,  it  is  then  that  the 
colossal  power  of  the  great  States  become  most 
eminently  dangerous;  it  is  then  that  it  may  be 
exercised  to  the  iMter  humiKatioa  of  the  lit- 
tle Slates,  and  the  subversi6n  of  your  Federal 
Government,  by  withholding  from  your  bands  the 
fiscal  resources  of  the  nation.  To  guard,  wheu 
it  may  be  practicable,  against  possible  events  so 
disastrous,  becomes  the  imperious  duty  of  eveiy 
•ound  and  hoaest  politician. 

There  it  a  view  of  this  question  which  strikes 
va^  with  great  force,  and  to  mention  which  was 
my  principal  motive  in  rising  at  this  time.  It 
has  been  repeatedly  staeed  by  the  opposers  of  this^ 
•hill,  that  the  revenue  could,  with  equal  facility, 
be  collected  through  the  agency  of  the  State 
banks.  Is  it  then  their  object  to  deposite  the  pub- 
lic money  in  State  banks?  I  pause  for  a  ffeply. 
The  silence  which  pervades  this  Hall,  solemnly 
answers  this  question  in  the  affirmative.  It  is, 
then,  intended  to  deposite  the  revenue  and  resour- 
ces of  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  cof- 
fers of  Sute  banks !  I  sav  this  is  dangerous,  un- 
just and  manifestly  partial. 

The  President,  Directors,  and  Company  of  the 
United  States' Bank  offer  you  81,500,000  to  re- 
new their  charter ;  and  in  ihe  bilL  now  before 
you,  a  privilege  is  reserved  to  the  United  Stales 
of  increasing  this  stock,  by  a  contribution  of 
85,000,000,  on  the  part  and  for  the  benefit  of  the 
United  States^  The  profit  arising  from  the  sale 
of  this  stock,  if  you  are  disposed  to  sell  it,  wouid 
be  more  than  jtl,000,000.    Suppose,  then,  |hat 


the  United  Stales' Bal^k  would  bewflliagtogivt 
$l,000,000for  the  banking  privilege  alone,(wbiek 
seems  to  me  to  he  a  very  large  allowance.)  (be 
remainin|;  one  million  two  hundred  and  ftfif 
thousand  dollars  are  given  to  the  United  Biatat, 
for  the  benefit  atrtsing  to  the  bank  from  the  depoi* 
ties  of  the  public  money. 

This  sum  will  be  increased  to  at  leajit  $2^,- 
OpO,  or  perhaps  83,000,000  or  84,000,000,  by  tkit 
part  of  the  bth  before  you,  requiring  the  Bask  of 
the  United  Stales  to  pay  interest  at  the  rate  of  three 
per  cent,  on  all  sums  which  may  remaia  ia  (lie 
oands  of  the  bank  longer  than  one  year.  Thtt 
increased  sum,  arising  oui  of-  the  use  of  pablk 
money,  is  as  much  the  bona  fide  property  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  as  any  other  ponioa 
of  their  revenue. .  The  profMNrtiou  of  this  soid,  to 
which  my  constituents  (the  people  of  Keotockf) 
are  entitled,  is  abeat  810(1,000.  Aad  it  is  not 
gravely  proposed  to  wrest  this  sum  from  (keit 
hands,  not  fur  the  public  service  or  public  good, 
hot  ibr  the  ex|^ess  purpose  of  putting  it  ioto  tk 
pockets  of  the  wealthy  capitalists  of  Penosjrlrt' 
aia !— Khe  Slate  bank  stockholders  of  Massaehu- 
setts,  Maryland,  and  Vir^ia  I  Will  the  peoph 
cheerfully  aoquiesce  is  this  uiiju^t  -prostittntos  of 
their  honest  earnings?  If  they  do^  I  have  nil- 
taken  their  character. 

When  th»se  are  soma  of  Che  ^oaaequeBeci 
which  are  seen  to  result  from  a  refusal  to  renew 
the  charter  of  the  Uaiied  Slates'  Bask,  lo  msa 
caa  be  much  at  a  loss  to  accouat  for  the  isnrae- 
tionagivon  by  Virginia,  Massaahii«ette,andPeaa* 
sylvanta,  to  their  Senators  and  Repiesenuiires 
in  CoBfffess. 

My  friend  (Mr.  Jomvaoii)  has  informed  yoo, 
that  a  renewal  of  this  charter  would  hegraatinf 
an  exclusive  privilege  to  a  few  aaockhouhrrs,  aad 
exclusive  nririlegea  are  odiops..  if  my  wortkf 
friend  would  only  examioa  the  bill  uowbefoif 
you,  he  would  find  that  it  is  <ftot  sa  excloAn 
privilege.  For  Congress  have  therein  reserrcd 
to  themaelves  the  power  lo  establish  a  new  bask 
wheaever  policy  or  prudence  shall  dicute  iu  ae- 
cesaity  or  expediency }  and  this  power  reserrd 
by  Cungress*  of  establishing  a  new  bank,  will  io* 
sure  to  the  United  States  a  prudent  and  fsithfol 
management  of  the  money  which  it  is  propose^ 
to  confide  to  the  direction  of  the  Presideot  Di- 
reotors,  and  Company  of  the  United  States'  Baok; 
which,  it  is  acknowledged  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr»  Eppbs,)  haa  hitherto  been  mat- 
aged  with  great  propriety. 

The  ffentlemaa  from  Virginia  (Mr.  firm) 
stated  that  this  question  was  originally  decfdcd 
as  a  party  question.  In  this  the  gentleoaa  is 
certainly  mistaken.  It  was  not  ortginaltf  csa- 
sidered  a  party  question.  In  order  to  satisfjr  my 
own  mind  on  this  subject,  1  have  examtaed  tke 
Journal  of  Congress  for  the  year  1T91 ;  wbi^ 
has  been  explaiaed  to  me  by  the  geotleaaD  from 
North  CaRoliila,  (Mr.  Maoon ,)  the  oldest  mewitiit 
in  this  Hoa«e.  And  I  find  there  were  thirtf-stoe 
votes  in  favor  of  the  bank  originally ;  of  wbieb) 
eleven  were  Republican ;  aird  of  the  niacteafl 
who  vot«d  against  it,  six  ware  Fedeiai.    Tht  ^ 
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SroTes  wiUioat  doubt  that  this  qoestion  was  oot 
Midvd  bf  p»rt)r  prioeiplea.  But  why,  I  ask,  are 
locb  uoeeasiog  efforts  made  to  prove  thisa  pajrty 
question  ?  U  the  geotleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
£ppE8,)  whose  argameoc  oo  tbin  subject  was  dt< 
rested  principalJf  to  this  point,  fearful  of  a  dtmi-  > 
DUtioo  of  bis  cuiftomarf  weight  in  the  scale  -oi 
discassion^or  of  tbe  iDsoffieieocy  of  bis  reasonuig 
and  argumeaiatire  powers  to  draw  bis  frieau 
with  bim  on  tbia  question  1  And  i^  be  therefore 
compeiled  to  resort  to  this  argument,  as  a  means 
<»f  whipping  into  the  track  those  who  aiie  dispooed 
to  obef  tbe  honest  oonviclioos  of  their  own  judg- 
ments ?  If  such  be  bis  object,  I  c»a  only  say  for 
Mirseli;  that  1  am  .drawn  aioog  with  that  gentle- 
man, by  the  cords  of  reason,  policy,  and  common 
aense  alooe.  And,  where  these  are  too  weak.  I 
caanei  be  seduced  from  my  owa  opinion,  by  raa^ 
frseinatiag  eloquence  of'  anjr  man,  or  any  sys- 
tem of  proscription  or  denunciation,  however  for- 
midable  it  may  be  either  in  plan  or  operation. 

It  has  been  lashiooaMe  for  gentleman  on  this 
floor,  when  speaking  of  party,  to  declare  they 
were  not  party  men.  But,  sir,  I  acknowledge  I 
am  a  party  man.  And  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
declaring  that  I  belong,  to  the  people's  party.  It 
is  for  tbe  promotion  of  the  bapniness  and  pros* 
pertty  of  the  people  of  KentucKy  in  particular,, 
and  of  the  whole  United  States  in  general,  that 
my  services  are  rendered  in  this  House.  And  if 
on  this  ur  any  other  occasion,  the  true  interests 
of  tlie  people  of  Kentucky  have  been  misunder- 
stood by  roe,  they  will,  as  I  know  they  can,  se- 
lect from  among  themselves  some  individual  pos- 
sessing mure  wisdom  to  perceive,  and  an  inclina- 
tion to  pursue  the  means  best  caiculaied  to  pro- 
mote tbe  interest,  happineHs,  and  increasing  pros- 
perity of  my  country.  Ancl  should  iliey  adopt 
socb  a  measure  as  salutary  or  expedient,  their  de- 
cision would  receive  my  most  sincere  respect  and 
acquiescence! 

U  is  for  the  protection  and  protnatioa  of  the 
best  interests  of  my  country,  and  of  my  constit- 
ia4rata,  that  1  have  again  presented  isysoif  before 
this  House,  to  give  a  iani  and  perhaps  a  fcable 
view  of  tbe  im^icy  and  the  deieterioas  ooo^e- 
qoeoces  of  the  act  which  I  fear  is  now  aboat  to 
be  done. 

Before  I  sit  down,  permit  me  to  advise  my  po- 
litical friends,  who  vote  with  mC  on  this  occastonj 
(for  I  have  no  right  to  administer  advice  to  oth- 
ers.) to  suffer  tbe  decisive  vote  aow  to  be  takt^n 
oo  this  great  and  much  agitated  question.  We 
have  given  this  bill  all  the  sappotft  coostiCtitioD- 
ally  within  our  power;  let  ihe  majority,  if  against 
us,  DOW>  decide,  and  take  on  themselves  that  aw«> 
fuk  weight  of  responsibilitj,  which  awarta  their 
decisioo..  And  if  the.  affections  of  tbe  people 
shooid,  on  account  of  the  frequent  appeals  made 
to  their  passions  and  prejudices,  recede  for  a  mo^ 
roent.  from  ua,  it  cannot  but  be  to  us  a  consolatory 
refleccioa,  that  we  have  discharged,  with  honesty 
and  fidelity,  our  duty  to  our  country.  And  that 
when  reason  and  reflection  may  have  resumed  once 
more  their  empire,  we  will  ^gain  be  sorrounded 
the  coofldeneeaad  gratitude  of  the  people. 


Messrs.  Smilib  and  M'aoon  spoke  id  fkvor  of 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill,  and  Mr. 
QiJiaoT  against  it 

About  five  o'clock  tbe  question  wa^  taken,  and 
carried  ia  the  affirmative— yeas  65,  nays  6i,  at 
follows: 

YsAs^-Lsraaal  h  Alston,  WiUiaai  Anderssn,  Bas- 
kiel  Baa»n,  David  Bsrd,  WUlkm  T.  Barry,  Borwsll» 
Bsssett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  9<]9d,  Robert  Bsowa, 
WiUian  9utlsr»  Jssepb  Jis^hnnn,  Lsngdon  Cheves, 
Matthew  Clsy»  James  Cochran,  WUlism  Crswfordgi 
Richard  Untts,  John  Dswson.  Joseph  Desha,  John  W. 
Eppes,  Meshack  Franklin,  Baoillai  Gannett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  Thomas  Gholaoil,  Peterson  Goodwyn»  Edwia 
Gray,  James  Holland,  Kichard  M.  Johnson,  Walter. 
Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  LfiZSt- 
Aaron  Ljle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Alexander  McKim, 
William  McKlnlcy,  8amnel  L.  Mitchill,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Nicholas  K..MflQCe,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah: 
Morrow, Gordon  8.  >fnmibrd,  Thomas  Newton,  John 
Porter,  Peter  B*  Petter,  John  Bea  of  Penn.,  John  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Ricbaids,  Samuel  RinggoM» 
John  Roaae,  Bbsoeser  Begs,  Le««el >8awy«r,  Bbcn- 
emr  Seaver,  Adam  Bey bf9t,iohn  anilie,  George  Bawthi 
dawoel  teiflb  H*M^  SsS^^ui*  Ges^gs  M.  Troop* 
Cbsrles^mw,  jr^  Ar«diibaid  Vaa  Hsm^  Bobeia 
Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Wmn,  Robsit 
Witbenpoon»  and  Robert  ^Hght. 

Nats— Joseph  Allen,  WiiUs  Abtsn,  jnn.,  Abijah 
Bigslow,  Daniel  Bhusdell,  James  Breckenridge,  Joha 
Campbell,  John  C.  Chamherlain,  Wm«  Ch*BiheTti% 
EpaphrOditus  (ChabyPiipDr.  Martin  Chitlenden,  John 
Davenport,  junior,  Waiiam  Ely,  James  Bmott,  Wfl- 
liam  Fiadley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Barent  Gardenier,  David 
S.  Garland,  Charles  Goldsborongh,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister, 
William  Helms,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hufty, 
Ebenexer  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Jo- 


seph  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Llvitipton,  Vincent 
Matthews,  Archibald McBryde, Samuel MclCeelPleas. 
ant  M.  Miller,  WilKam  Milnor,  JonatbanlT.^Moseley 


Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  MclCeelPleas. 
ant  M.  Miller,  WilKam  Milnor,  JonatbanlT. ^[oseleyi 
Thomas  Newbold,  John  Nicholson,  JoMph  TelKFSon, 
Benjamin  Pickman,  jUihlor,  Timothy'  Pitkin,  Jan.,  Eli* 
sha  B.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Thom- 
ae  Baaimons,  John  A.  Bendder^  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel 
Shefley,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smith,  Riebard  Sua£nd» 
John  Stanley,  Jatoes  8le|dienson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Jsoob  Swoops,  Saaiuel  Taggait,  Benjamin  Talhnadge« 
John  Thompson,  KichoiiAyan  Dvke,  Killian  K.  Vaa 
Renaselaer,  Laban  Wheaton^and  James.Wilson. ; 

And  thea  tbe  HooaeluljoiiriMdaDtil  to-morrow 
morning  eleven  o'clock. 


FatDAT,  January  S& 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '<Ah  net  au- 
thorising the  discharge  of  Nathaniel  F.  Fosdick 
from  his  imprisonment,"  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act  for 
tbe  relief  of  William  Mills,'*  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last 

mentioned.  .  .        r 

Mr.  John  Porter  presented  a  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  PhUadelpbia,  to  the  same  effect 
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with  the  petition  of  the  Synod  of  Pittsburg,  pre- 
sented the  fourth  insiaai ;  which  was. read. 

BANKS  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

The  House  revoked  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  several  bills  for  the  incorpo- 
ration of  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  for  contiooinffthecharter  of  the  Bank 
of  Alexandria  wets  first  taiten  ap.and  gone  through 
without  opposition. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Washing- 
ton, was  next  taken  op. 

Various  amendments  were  proposed,  dbe. 

Mr.  Root  said,  that  this  bill  proposed  a  con- 
tract between  the  GoTernment  and  iadividuaU. 
If  any  advantage  was  to  accrue  from  it  to  the 
individuals  on  the  one  pari,  it  ought  also  to  ac- 
crue reciprocally  to  the  Gk)rernment.  Unques- 
tionably) the  grant  of  a  charter  to  the  bank  would 
raise  the  raloe  of  their  stock  very  considerably. 
lie  therefore  moved  the  following  as  an  amend* 
ment  to  the  bill : 

^  AndproMed,  aiso,  That  the  Pramdent  and  Direct- 
ors' of  said  Bank  shall  psy  to  the  Oomraissioneni  of  the 
City  of  Washington  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
far  the  impiovenent  of  roads  and  bridges  in  said 
01^." 

Mr.  Van  Horn  said  he  did  not  know  whether 
it  was  necessary  to  say  anything  in  opposition  to 
this  motion,  but  he  would  state  how  Maryland 
htd  managed  matters  of  this  kind.  Instead  of 
requiring  a  bonus  from  the  banks,  they  had  geii- 
erally  become  subscribers  to  their  stock.  Virgi- 
nia was  also  a  stockholder  in  her  bank.  On  each 
side  of  the  District,  therefore,  the  States  had  not 
only  incorporated  oanks  without  receiving  pre- 
miums therefor,  but  had  assisted  their  citizens  in 
establishing  batiks.  As  to  the  tax  proposed  to  be 
levied  on  the  District,  Mr.  Van  H.  said,  he  hoped 
^he  House  were  so  strongly  impressed  witn.a 
sense  of  the  justice  due  to  the  District,  that  they 
would  not  accede  to  the  proposition.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  District  had  no  other  body  than  Uon* 
gress  to  whom  they  could  look  for  that  attention 
to  their  welfare,  which  other  parts  of  the  Union 
experienced  from  State  Legislatures. 

Mr.  McKiM  said  he  felt  very  little  disposition 
to  interfere  in  this  business ;  but  it  seemea  to  him 
there  must  be  something  improper  in  the  amend- 
ment ;  for,  from  what  they  had  lately  heard  of 
the  benefits  of  a  bank,  the  Government  ought  to 
pay  the  stockholders  fifty  thousand  dollars  (or  the 
institution  of  the  bank,  instead  of  the  stockhold- 
ers paying  them. 

Mr.  Root  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  leave 
the  sum  bknk.  The  conduct  of  Maryland  might 
influence  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  in  nis 
vote ;  but  the  Legislature  of  I^e  w  York  had  taken 
the  boon,  had  received  money  for  giving  char- 
ters, and  applied  it  to  useful  purposes,  to  the  sup- 
port of  a  common  school,  but  even  Maryland 
derived  a  profit  from  the  course  it  took,  because 
iC  had  the  privilege  of  receiving  a  profit  on  so 
much  of  their  stocK,  without  any  of  the  trouble. 
In  no  case,  however,  had  heretofore  occurred  an 
•  opportunity,  110 w  offered,  to  set  |he  example  in  re* 


lation  to  all  the  banks  in  the  District,  exeept  tlie 
Bknk  of  Columbia,  and  the  same  course  might 
bie  pursued  with  it  when  its  charter  expired.  Mr. 
R.  said  he  did  not  wish  to  compel  tbeoi  toic- 
cept  charters,  for  if  they  did  not  choose  to  tceept 
them,  they  ought  go  on,  as  hitherto,  wilhoat 
them* 

Mr.  LovB  and  Mr.  Weiobt  also  spoke  sgtina 
the  amendment,  anil  Mr.  Holland,  in  favor  of  iL 

The  amendment  was  negatived— 47  to  29. 

The  bill  wfta  gone  through,  as  also  were  the 
bills  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Potomac,  the 
Farmers'  l^nk  of  Alexandria,  mod  the  Uaiot 
Bank  of  Georgetown. 

The  Committee  losey  and  reported  the  btUi  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  Smilib  protested  against  horrving  billtof 
so  much  importance  through  the  Honse  on  obc 
day;  asd  oMved  an  adjournment,  which  wti 
carried. 


Saturdat,  January  26. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Massacbusetti, 
Edward  St.  Los  Livbrmorb,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  P.  B.  PoRTssthat 
the  House  dp  now  adjourn ;  and  the  questioo  be* 
in^  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  ne^ 
ative—jreas  17,  najrs  fit. 

Mr.  Bassett  laid  on  the  table  the  folloirifff 
preamble  and  resolution  of  the  Legislatare  of 
Virginia: 

"  The  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  view  with  ths 
most  serious  concern  the  late  attempts  which  have  bees 
made  to  obtain  from  Congress  a  renewal  of  the  chir* 
ter  incorporating  the  Bank  of  the  United  States : 

**  This  Assembly  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  ess* 
▼iction  that  the  original  grant  of  that  charter  wu  ob* 
constitutional ;  that  Congress  have  no  power  whateva 
to  renew  it ;  and  that  the  exercise  or  sneh  a  powo 
would  be  not  only  pnconstitotionaly  but  a  dsngeroei 
encroachment  on  the  sovereignty  of  tho  States ;  Thm* 
fore, 

**  Re$ohedj  That  the  Senators  of  this  Ststs,  ia  thi 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  be  Inatrncted,  sad  osr 
Reprssentativss  most  earnestly  rsqaestedt  ia  the  esr- 
cntioa  of  their  duties*  as  liuthfiil  Represeatsttns  «f 
th^ir  country,  to  use  their  best  eflbrts  in  opposing,  by 
every  means  in  their  power,  the  renews!  of  the  chl^ 
ter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States." 

On  niotion  of  Mr.  Bppc««  the  House  resolre^ 
iUelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
making  appronriationi^  for  the  aitpport  of  the 
Military  Establishment  for  the  year  1811;  thn 
bill  makiag  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Naval  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  fof 
the  year  1811;  and  the  bill  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  1811.  These  bills  were  serertUr 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  be  es* 
grossed  for  a  third  reading.- 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Protestant  Epi*co- 
pal  Church  of  Alexandria  was  ordered  to  a  thiid 
reading. 

The  last  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea^- 
ryj  on  the  subject  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uoited 
States,  coataimng,  a  auggestioa  relttire  to  the 
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supposed  currency  of  the  no|et  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Uoiied  States  posterior  to  the  ezpiratioa  of  ibe 
charter^  made  bo  Tharsdaj,  was  referred  to  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  aod  Means. 

Mr.  Barrt  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants  Of  Fayette  eooi>ty,  In  Kentucky,  pray- 
ings the  renewal  of  the  charter  oT  the  Banltof  the 
United  States;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Barrt  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  tne- 
cbaoies  and  manaraeiuren  of  Lezirigton  in  Ken*- 
tacky,  praying  the  patW)n8ge  and  aid  of  Congress 
in  the  various  manufacturing  establishments  erect* 
ed  within  the  United  States.— Referred  to  the 
Oommittee  on  Commerce  and  Manofaetores. 

The  following  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  Uoited  States,  received  yesterday,  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows: 

7b  the  House  of  Repreaentaiives  of  the  United  States  .* 
I  Iransmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report 
of  tbe  Superintendent  of  the  City,  stating  the  expen« 
dilures  under  the  act  of  April  28,  1810,  for  the  better 
accommodation  of  the  General  Post  Office,  and  Patent 
Office,  and  for  other  purposes. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Jahvabt  10,  1811. 

The  Speaker  presented  to  the  House  a  letter 
from  J.  Brooks,  of  tbe  State  of  Kentucky,  pre- 
senting, for  the  information  of  the  Government, 
fiundry  papers  in  relation  to  the  falls  uf  the  river 
Ohio,  aod  soliciting  that  thef  may  meet  with 
such  attention  and  consideration  as  the  impor- 
tance of  the  subject  may  seem  to  require;  which 
letter  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tahle. 

Mr.  MoNTOOMERY  presented  a  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Cecil  county,  in  the  State  of 
Maryland,  praying  the  attention  and  assistance 
of  the  National  Legislature  to  the  completion  of 
the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Canal:  which 
was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
on  tbe  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **Ab  act  au 


.    ^  third  day  of  January,  1805,  with  the  dates  and 

tborizing  the  sale  and  ffrant  of  a  certain  quantity    general  objects  of  such  patents,"  which  list  was 
of  public  land  to  the  Chesapeake  aod  Delaware    communicated  to  this  House  by  the  Secretary  of 


Caoal  Company." 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  jENNiitaa, 

Hesolcedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  in- 
quire ioto  the  expediency  of  vesting  the  township 
of  land  la  tbe  district  of  Vincennes,  located  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  support  of 
a  seniinarv  of  learning,  in  the  Legislature  of  tbe 
Indiana  Territory,  or  in  some  other  body  politic, 
and  their  successors,  for  the  purpose  for  which 
the  same  was  reserved  aod  located. 

Mr.  PoiMDBXTSR  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
the  extension  of  pre-emption  rights  to  such  per- 
sons as  have  unavoidably  been  compelled  to  settle 
on  lands  belonging  to  tbe  United  States  within 
tbe  said  Territory ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Root,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Charles  Minifie ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  £pp£8  presented  to  tbe  House  two  letters 


ftom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  transmitting  sundry 
additional  estimates  of  appropriations  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  present  year. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  change  the  name  of  Lewis 
Grant,  to  that  of  Lewis  Grata  Davidson,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MoNOAY,  January  38. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Massachusetts, 
EzexiBL  Whitman,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoBaToa^ 

ReBolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poblie 
Lands  be  instructed  UK  inquire  ioto  the  expedien- 
cy of  establishing^  by  law,  a  Board  of  Commis^. 
sioners,  to  ascertain  and  settle  the  claims  to  land 
in  that  tract  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been 
extinguished,  lying  within  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
South  and  West  of  the  line  established  between 
the  United  States  and'  the  State  of  Tennessee,  by 
an  act  of  Congress,  bearing  date  the  eighteentti 
of  April,  1806,  commonly  called  the  Congression-. 
al  Reserve;  and  that  the  committee  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  MoBROw  also  presented  a  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  the  third  township  of  the 
eighth  range  in  Washington  CQunty,  State  ot 
Ohio,  praying  that  the  number  twenty-six  of  the 
said  township  may  be  granted  them  tor  religious 
purposes. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sbtbbbt, 

Ordertdf  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  cause 
to  be  reprinted,  for  the  use  of  tbe  members,  tbe 
usual  number  of  copies  of  *'A  list  of  the  names 
of  persons  who  have  invented  any  new  or  useful 
art,  machine,  manufacture,  or  composition  of  mat- 
ter, or  any  improvement  thereon,  and  to  whom 
patents  have  i&sued  for  the  same,  from  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  prior  to  the  twenty- 

I    •      s       •  *•    w  *  n  A  s     •*s       *L._      J-_*-^— .  _B 


State  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  January  afore- 
said. 

Mr.  Jemnings  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  praying  that 
a  road  may  be  opened  and  made  at  tbe  expense  of 
the  United  States,  from  Jeffers9nville,  in  said 
Territory,  to  Dettoit,  in  Michigan  Territory.— 
Referred'  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  JBNHiifoa,  Mr.  Samubi.  Smith,  and  Mf. 
SonnoBB  were  appointed  the  said  committee* 

EXTENSION  OP  PATENT  RIGHTS. 

Mr.  MiTOHiLL,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  17th  instant,  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  Tyler,  jr.,  and  John  Tyler,  made  a  re- 
port thereon ;  wliich  was  jead,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  tbe  whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the 
encouragement  of  learning  and  the  promotion  of 
the  useful  arts. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

These  persons  state  that,  prior  to  the  20tb  of  Pebm- 
ary,  1800,  Benjamin  Tyler  had  made  a  useful  inven- 
tioB  ia  tbe  manner  of  constrncting  mills  lor  grinding 
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of  whtat  and  oth^  gnon*  On  that  daj  be  obtained 
letters  petentf  aeeonling  to  Uw,  for  the  aeeie.  He  e^ 
terward  made  an  aawgninent  of  the  ieme,  in  due  foim^ 
to  the  petitioners. 

They  further  rcpresiBnt  the  necessity  thej  felt  to  at- 
tempt the  protection  of  their  right,  by  bringing  a  sak 
against  one  of  the  scTeral  persons  who  had  violated 
their  privileges.  They  believe  the  defendant  to  have 
been  suppoited  by  a  combination  of  interested  men. 
By  the  operati6n  of  various  dilatory -raeasnres,  the  ac- 
tion, though  brought  on  in  1804,  was  protraoted  until 
1810,  and  eventnaUy  a  verdict,  which  had  bean  given 
for  the  plaintifii  was  set  eaide  by  (be  court.  The  ok- 
penaee  and  o^ets  incurred  by  the  petittonen,  in  iike 
cowie  and  event  of  theee  piooeedings»  were  veiy  op- 
prassive. 

Bat  tfiia  wee  not  elL  Doting  the  time  this  law-eoit 
laeted,  the  realily  <>f  tkeir  aUegtd  and  patented  inven- 
tion became  eospectedt  end  misrepreeentatiens  were 
industrious^  pioaecuted  againil  it,  to  a  great  extent. 
and  they  thereby^  snfiered  grievous  inoonvenience  and 
injury. 

There  was  yet  another  aggravation  of  their  case. 
The  patent  being  limited,  by  Uie  very  terms  of  its  gtent, 
to  fourteen  years,  approaches  the  term  of  expiration  ; 
at  that  time,  the  whole  benefit  of  the  invention  will  be 
lost  to  the  inventor,  and  his  assignees ;  and  they  re. 
que^t  that,  under  the  extreme  hardship  of  dieir  situa- 
tion, involved  in  controversy,  deprived  of  tine,  exbanst* 
ed  of  money,  persecuted  by  opposition,  and  disappoint- 
ed in  their  expectations,  aggravated  by  the  sfaortheas 
of  their  patent's  duration,  they  may  be  indulged  vrith 
a  renewal  of  their  privileges  for  another  term  of  four* 
teen  years,  by  a  special  statute  in  their  frvor. 

By  various  and  respectable  testimonials^  accompa- 
nying the  memorial,  it  appears  that  the  improvement 
onder  consideration,  known  by  the  name  of  *'  Tyler's 
patent  wry-ily  wheel,"  has  been  found  to  be  very  use- 
ful in  the  mechanism  of  corn,  and  .wheat,  and  paper 
mills.  It  is  simple  and  cheap  in  its  construction ;  less 
liable  to  want  repairs ;  and  more  secure  from  the  ac- 
tion of  frost ;  while  it  combines  strength  with  celerity 
of  motion,  supersedes  the  necessity  of  the  large  water- 
wheel  and  ordinary  cog-wheels,  and  performs  the  same 
work  with  half  the  water  that  is  required  for  an  under- 
shot wheel. 

The  committee,  on  weighing  these  several  matters, 
%rt  of  opinion  that  the  case  of  the  petitioners  comes 
within  the  spirit  of  the  provision  contained  in  the  Con- 
stitution for  the  benefit  of  inventors  and  dncoveren. 
The  merit  of  the  application  b  enhanced  by  the  tedi- 
ous and  expensive  law-suits  in  which  he  has  tiie  mis- 
fortune to  he  entangled.  It  is,  at  the  same  time,  very 
questionable,  whether  Congress  ought  to  indalge  the 
practice,  already  begun,  of  legislating  upon  individual 
cases.  It  wenld  be  more  eonect  and  convenieiit  to 
provide  for  the  renewal  of  lettaiv  oatent  by  a  general 
reguUtion.  There  will  be  no  end  to  applications  of 
this  kind,  while  the  patent  laws  remain  in  their  pi'es- 
ent  imperfect  state ;  while,  by  a  discreet  and  early  re- 
vision of  them,  this  and  all  other  similar  cases,  maybe 
liiUy  comprehended.  By  this  means  sound  legislatioa 
will  most  eifectually  subserve  the  interest  of  the  citi- 
sen.  A  mode  of  renewal  has  greedy  been  reeom* 
mended,  and  forms  a  dictinct  section  of  the  '*  hill  for 
the  encouragement  qf  learning,  end  the  promotion  of 
the  Qsefttl  arts,'*  now  lying  in  Committee  of  the  whole 
House.  It  is,  therefore,  reconunended  to  agree  to  the 
Mowing  xeaoltttions : 


EtmOted,  That  the  n^neatortlw 
senable,  and  ought  le  be  granted. 

Rt9oio€At  That  provision  ought  to  be  made,  bj  hw, 
for  the  renewal  of  letters  patent,  in  fojrar  of  iavcatm 
and  dieooveiem»  in  certain  cases. 

The  bill  maktoi?  nppjoprittione  for  the  support 
of  the  Military  BataWisbiDeot  fur  the  yetr  1811 ; 
the  bill  making  approprintioaa  for  the  sopport  at 
the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  year  1811} 
the  bill  making  appvopriatiolM  (or  the  aopporc  of 
Qovtromeot  for  the  year  1811 ;  the  bill  for  iBeo^ 
poratiog  4he  Protettaot  Episco^  Cburtk  o( 
AUsandria }.  wecf  aevenUy  read  m  third  lioie, 
aad  passed. 

inf ADJUSTED  BALANCBa 

Mr.  Swoopfi  offered  the  following  resolotioo: 

Ruohtd,  That  the  Comptroller  of  the  Trsasoiy  bt 
directed  to  inform  the  House  whether  any,  and,  i/uj, 
what,  steps  have  been  taken  to  elleet  a  settlement  it 
the  Treasury  Department  of  the  ecoonnts  of  M 
Barlow,  Ute  Agsnt  at  Algieie,  and  Charles  Pinckiicf, 
late  Minister  to  Spain,  and  what  amount  of  noKqnidi^ 
ed  balances  remains  on  the  books  of  thp  T^miej 
against  the  said  Joel  Barlow. 

Mr.  Bacon  said  he  had  nool^eetioQ  to  thcrrs- 
olutioo,  as  far  as  it  went,  but  that  other  iteot 
might  be,  with  propriety,  added  to  it.  Totllov 
time  to  prepare  such  an  amendment,  as  appetiei 
to  him  proper,  he  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  tible. 

Mr.  SwooPE  said,  be  had  no  objection  to  Jo- 
quire  into  other  causes  of  delinqtteocy,  bot  be 
had  a  particular  view  to  these  two.  lo  tbecaie 
of  Mr.  Pincfcaey  he  did  not  kaow  that  the  bsiisec 
against  him  would  be  increased  ;  bat,  in  reUtioa 
to  Mr.  Barlow,  he  had  been  informed  that  it 
would  appear  that  the  balance  against  him  of 
(360^000  DOW  standioff,  wouidbe  increased  by  it 
addiuooal  amount  of  $370,000.  He  was  opposed 
to  the  resolution  lying  on  the  table,  and  wisbH 
the  gentlemaa  to  offer  bis  amendment  at  ibis 
time. 

Mr.  Bacon  said  it  was  rather  hard  to  be  csllei 
on  at  this  moment  to  act  upon  the  resolution,  ssd 
to  extract,  from  so  long  a  list  of  defaolters,  tbose 
cases  which  he  deemed  most  proper  to  be  iaqoired 
into.  Whatever  knowledge  the  geatlemao  frost 
Virginia  might  bate  acquired  from  out-of-door 
informaut^y  Mr.  B.  said,  he  had  none  such,  tad 
oould  not,  at  a  moment's  notice,  prepare  the 
amendment  which  he  wished  to  propose. 

Mr.  QiJiNCT  said,  if  any  benefit  could  arise  froa 
the  motion's  lyiog  on  the  ,table,  he  would  a^rre 
to  it ,  but,  because  it  was  desirable  to  extend  (be 
inquiry,  was  no  reason  why  this  resolotioo  fboald 
not  be  adopted.  It  was,  in  no  instance,  t  ;ood 
reason  against  entering  into  an  inquiry  ioreU* 
tion  to  one  individual,  that  others  were  impli- 
cated. 

Mr.  MifcBiLL  was  in  favot  of  the  resoiotiot^ 
lying  on  the  table,  not  that  he  had  any  arer5ioi 
to  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  those  gentle 
meUj  or  any  other,  in  relation  to  expenditures  of 
the  public  money.  He  wished  time,  however,  iv 
judge  whether  it  was  proper  or  not.  This  »vb- 
ject  had  been  long  before  the  public  eye  witboal 
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Teqairiog  iaqoiry,  sod  li«  wishtd  to  Meerteta 
whether  it  wm  now  oeceMary-or  not. 

Mr.  Shbpfbt  believed  the  ioquiry  ought  to 
embraee  not  oalv  the  perspoe  aained.  bat  all  oth- 
ers to  vtaom  baiaacoB  were  reported  to  be  4ue. 
And,  if  it  was  io  order,  he  sbotttd  more  aa 
mmendment  to  that  eieet. 

Mr.  Maoon  said  it  was  bat  feasooable  to  vote 
for  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massaeho^ 
sects,  who  unshed  the  rcsolotioa  to  lieoa  the  tahte 
chat  he  might  have  time  to  prepare  an  amend- 
ment. This  was  no  great  iodolgeoee,for  it  wai 
what  took  plaee  every  dav  in  the  Hoose.  As  for 
himself,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  should  li4ce  to  know  the 
atace  of  all  those  faalanees.  Wherever  anything 
was  doe^  and  payments  withheld,  sntts  oiight  to 
be  eommeaoed. 

Mr.  Bacon  wtthdvew  his  motion  to  lie  on  the 
tftUe,  Wfth  a  view  to  admit  Mr.  8HEWBY*a' 
amenrdatet. 

Mr.  Sbbppbt  then  moved  to  strike  out  so  mneh 
of  the  resolocioa  m  alludes,  by  name,  to  Messrs. 
Barlow  and  Pinekoey,  and  Insert  the  following : 

**  The  several  persons  employed  in  die  serrice  of  the 
United  States  abroad,  intrusted  with  publie  money, 
againat  whom  balanees  appear  on  '%he  books  of  the 


Mr.  Pitkin  was  in  lavor  of  the  proposed 
amendawot.  He  said  gentlemen  would  recollect 
the  aceooms  of  Tobias  Lear,  which  were  laid 
before  the  Hoose  some  time  ago,  which  were  the 
moat  extrawdinary  accounts  he  had-  ever  s^ik, 
and  of  wbtoh  he  ciid  not -believe  the  public -had 
any  idea,  bef^  they  were  pofoiished.  A  large 
sum  was  now  cbf  rged  in  tl^e  Comptroller's  re- 
port, to  the  debit  <rf  Mr.  Lear.  Mr.  P.  said,  he 
wished  to  know  whether  these  aecoaots^  ton  large 
amoant,  ha4  passed  the  Treasury;  because,  if 
they  had,  the  suMeet  certainly  required  the  Inter- 
position of  the  noose.  It  was  true,  that  the  ae- 
eotints  of  agenu  abroad  couM  not  be  settled  so 
expeditiously  as  those  at  home^  hot  it  was  proper 
that  the  House  should  know  how  and  when  they 
«rere  settled.  The  amount  of  momey  expended 
by  the  United  States  aloag  the  coast  of  Barbery 
had  been  immense  j  and,  if  the  aecounts  of  Mr. 
Barlow  were  not  yet  settled,  it  wasextraovdiaary 
iodceii.  But,  Mr.  P.  said,  be  wished  to  see  a  full 
siateiaent  of  aU  these  balaaees,nadthercibre  had 
moved  the  resohMion. 

Mr.  Epraa  said,  that  he  too  wished  to  see  nil 
these  aceoants,  and  also  another  item,  viz :  the 
aceooat  of  the  expenses  attending  the  first  tr^ty 
with  Algiers.  If  the  informatioo  he  had  io  rela- 
tion to  It  was  correct,  it  would  be  found  that 
there  had  been,  under  that  treaty,  some  expendi- 
tures of  a  more  extraordinary  kind  than  anv  in 
modorn  times.  He,  therelbre,  moved  to  add  to 
the  amendment  or  Mr.  SaEFFnT  the  following 
words:  '*And  alao  the  expenses  of  the  treaty 
with  Algiers." 

Mr.  ktotmCY  vfiras  opposed  to  the  motions  for 
amendment,  and  that  on-a  general  principle.  He 
had  no  objactton  to  call  for  the  information  they 


partictftar  iadtvidual,  they  eoold  not  do  better 
than  to  load  the  ioquiry  with  a  crowd  of  other 
matters  not  at  all  relaciD|^  to  it.  He  had  no  oIh 
jeotion  to  vote  for  this  information,  if  proposed 
separately ;  but  he  was  averse  to  cooneettag  with 
this  panicalar  resolutioo  any  general  inquiry  em- 
bracing a  variety  of  objects. 

Mr.  ESppes  said  that  he  was  misunderstood,  if 
it  was  supposed  he  intended,  by  his  motion,  to 
screen  aoy  person  from  inquiry. 
>  Mr.  duiMCT  said,  he  had  not  attributed  such  aa 
intention  to  him. 

Mr.  Eppbs  cpntinued.— If  any  inquiry  was 
made,  what  ought  it  to  be  ?  Were  Joel  Barlow 
or  Cnarles  Pinckn^y  the  odIv  persons  against 
whom  balances  were  reported ?  No;  there  was 
a  voLume  of  such  oases.  A  gentleman  came  fori* 
ward,  and,  instead  of  taking  the  whole,  had.se^ 
4eatea  two  indiridnais  for  inquiry.  Mr.  £.  did 
not  consider  this  a  proper  course  of  proceeding ; 
for  eertainlv  any  inquiry  on  the  subject  ought  to 
embrace  all  the  cases.  There  was  another  ob^ee- 
tion  to  this  inquiry ;  because  every  one  knew  that 
these  sams  were  not  due  by  the  persons  to  whom 
they  were  debited.  It  was  not  six  months  since 
a  balance  much  larger  than  the  amount  in  thia 
case,  was  exhibited  against  Timothy  Pickering, 
which,  however,  had  since  been  adjusted.  No 
doubt  these  moneys  bad  all  been  accounted  for, 
but  no  final  seulement  had  yet  taken  place.  Mc 
£.  thought  the  amendment  of  his  colleague  per* 
fectly  right,  because  it  proposed  to  pass  in  review 
the  whole  of  the  cases. 

Mr.  PioKitAN  moved  that  the  aubject  should 
lie  on  the  table,>beca«se  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
leading  to  a  discasiion  which  would  occupy  the 
day. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

BANKS  IN  THE  BISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  House  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  bills  for  incorporating  several 
banks  within  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  recommit  the  bills  to 
a  select  committee,  on  the  ground  of  defect  in 
the  details. 

Messrs!  Randolph,  Smiue,  Bacon,  Cbeves. 
and  Stanley,  supported  the  recommitment,  and 
Messrs.  L«wis,.Lovb,  Key,  Van  Horn,  Shef- 
VBY,  Qbolson,  and  Wbioht,  opposed  it. 
.  Mr.  Sheffby  called  for  a  dirision  of  the  ques* 
tion  on  the  motion,  so  as  to  take  the  question 
separately  on  the  recommitment  of  the  bill  for 
the  ei  tension  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of 
Alexandria. 

On  the  question,  there  were  for  recommitment, 
43;  against  it,  53. 

The  question  was  next  taken  separately  on  re- 
committing the  rest  of  the  bills,  and  carried,  by 
majorities  of  five,  ten,  and  fifteen. 

Before  the  question  was  taken*  on  the  Alexan* 


embraced ;  but,  if  it  was  the  wUh  of  the  House  dria  Bank  bill,  it  being  rather  a  late  hour,  (past 
to  pceveot  spealfte  inquiry  inlo  the  Mnd^oi  of.  a  1  foor,)  the  House  acijourned 
1 1th  Com.  Sd  Sxsa.— S7 
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Mr.  Gold,  from  the  commiUee  appointed  on 
the  seyenieenth  ioFfant,  presented  a  biJl  provid* 
ing  for  the  more  convenient  taking  of  affidavits 
and  bail  in  civil  causes  depending  in  the  courts 
'of  the  United  States;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Baturday  next, 

'  A  motion  was  made  bjr  Mr.  Havbn  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn  ;  and,  the  question  being 
taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
19)  navs  59. 

'  Mr.  FrsK  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to  the 
following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  cause  to  be 
printed^  fbr  the  use  of  this  House,  one  thousand  copies 
of  the  returns  of  the  third  census,  as  soon  as  the  same 
dhall  be  received  at  the  Department  of  State. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  post- 
poned until  Wednesday,  the'6th  of  next  February. 
'  Mr.  B.PPC8,  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  the  following  section  as  a 
proper  amendment  to  the  bill  '^supplemental  to 
the  act  concerning  the  commercial  intercourse 
1>etween  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
and  France,  and  for  other  purposes.*'  Strike  out 
^the  ninth  section  and  insert: 

"  And  be  it  further  enaetedf  That  no  vessel  owned 
wholly  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
which  shall  have  depsrted  from  a  British  port,  prior 
to  the  second  day  of  February  next,  and  no  mer- 
chandise owned  wholly  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States  imported  in  such  vessel,  shall  be  liable 
lo  seizure  or  forfeiture  on  account  of  any  infraction  or 
lu-eaomed  infraction  ^f  the  provittons  of  this  act  or  of 
the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  snpplemont*'' 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

• 

Mr.  Wright. — Believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  Coo- 
atitution  of  the  United  States  is  not  perfect,  and  as 
provision  is  made  in  the  body  of  the  instrument  for 
amending  its  imperfections,  in  the  mannerlherein 
prescribed,  I  feel  it  an  Imperious  duty  to  propose  an 
amendment  to  it.  Here  let  roe  remark,  that  it$  adop- 
tion was  opposed  by  the  patriots  of  America,  at 
the  time  of  its  ratification,  because  of  omissions 
important  to  libertv.  It  had  not  guarded  against 
an  establishment  ot  religion ;  it  had  not  secured  the 
right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms;  it  had 
not  guarded  against  soldiers  being  quartered  in 
our  houses  in  time  of  peace,  without  our  consent, 
it  had  not  guarded  against  warrants  being  issued 
without  oath ;  it  had  not  guarded  again,st  a  mai^^s 
being  put  to  answer  Without  previous  indictment; 
it  had  not  secured  the  criminal  in  the  trial  by 
jury;  ilhad  not  secured  the  trial  by  jury  in  cases 
of  common  law,  and  these  omissions  as  due  ffuards 
to  the  liberty  of  the  citizens  stand  recorded  in 
these  amendments  almost  coeval  With  the  instru- 
ment. The  terms  Federal  and  anti-Federal  had 
their  origin  in  the  zeal  of  the  respective  patties 
at  that  time ;  the  one  insisting  on  its  adoption 
with  all  these  imperfections. on  its  head,  while  the 
other  insisted  on  these  amendments;  and  it  has 
always  appeared  to  me,  that  on  the  adoption  of 
Che  amendments  that  thoae  who  were  called  aotl- 


Federaia  w«re  really  the  FederaW,  the  Coasiita- 
lion  being  pejfecied  by  tbe>  ad  optica  of  thne 
amend-oients.  The  foregoing  amendmeots  test 
its  ofigiaal  impesfection,and  I  trust  will  leadtiiis 
House  to  a  temperate  examioaiioa  of  the  ame&d> 
ment  I  now*  propose  to  submit. 

Xhe  amendment,  sir,  is  to  place  the  jodieisry 
of  tha  United  Statca  on  the  aame  iouodatioQ  tbtt 
the  Britiah  judiciary  are  placed  by  their  laws ;  bf 
enabling  ibe  President,  oa  the  joint  address  of  (he 
Seoata  aad  House  of  Representatirea  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  States,  to  remove  a  judge. 

In  England  the  jadgea  held  their  eommisttoas 
doring  the  pleaaureof  the  Crowo,  till  the  time  of 
Charles  the  First,  wheo  the  ParliaoieDt  iiapoiei 
upon  the  King  tne  necessity  of  granting  then 
during  good  behaviour ;  till  then  tbe-Crowa,aitla 
fountain  of  justice,  held  the  uocoatrolled  direetioo 
of  the  oommiaeioas  of  the  jadges.    At  the  ssne 
time,  air,  the  Hiffh  Commission  Court  aad  8m 
Chamber  were  aholiahed*    In  the  ihirieeptfa  ycu 
of  William  the  Third,  the  judgea,*  by  sutute, 
were  to  hold  their  comooisaiona  daring  good  be- 
haviour, and  by  the  same  statute  they  may  be  re 
moved  by  the  joint  addresa  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament ;  and  here  let  me  renaack^  that  uudtt 
that  tenure  and  responsibility,  the  Brittsh  jadici- 
ary  have  attained  a  eefebrity  in  history  for  thdr 
judicial  integrity  and  correctoeas  highly  hoaonbk 
to  them,  and  which  this  amend  oteot,  I  foodif 
hope,  in  time,  may  correctly  attach  to  the  jodh 
eiary  of  the  United  States,    There  are  a  rtrietjr 
of  cases  where  the  ezerciae  of  this  power  mty  be 
necessary  fortheaafetyof the  people,  whicboogbi 
to  b^  the  supreme  law.    This  power,  I  ti ast,  will 
never  be  abused  by  the  American  Congress.  I 
do  not  recolleet  a  case  under  the  British  Gorero- 
ment,  where  for  fifty  years  it  haa  been  exereisei 
and  I  trust  we  shall  act  ascribe  Co  ourael  vesas  is- 
disposition  to  the  correct  dtecharge  of  tbosefuoc- 
tion,  which  have  been  correctly  exereiaed  or  ratbet 
not  exereiaed  at  all  for  fifty  yeara  by  the  Britis^ 
Qovemmeai.    if  ia  Bogland,  where  the  Crowo  ii 
hereditary,  the  Lords  hereditary  and  for  life,  std 
the  Comraona  for  aeven  years,  this  tenure  and  if* 
sbonsibility'  haa  been  foaa4  necesaary,  I  trost  is 
this  Government,  where  the  Preeideot  is  for  foot 
years,  the  Senate  for  ai^  and  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentativea  for  two  yeara,  this  judicial  tenure  sm 
responsibility  will  be  thought  cxpedieDi,and  tbit 
this  amendment  will  be  adopted  by  Coagress.  par- 
tiaularly  as  it  is  but  a  preliminary  decisiofr-« 
it  maat  be  submitted  to  the  States,  and  eaaaattf) 
into  opetatioD  hot  by  the  conaent  of  three*foortbs 
of  the  United  States.    Ihave  therefore  tbosgbt 
fit  to  submit  this  reaolution,  and  hope  theressoas 
assigned  will  induce  yon  to  believe  that  I  tbiak  it 
of  such  importance  to  the  nation  aa  toeetitlett 
to  your  attention. 

Mr.  W.  then  aubnutted  the  following  resoU* 
tions : 

Reeohed  bv  ike  Senate  and  Hauee  ef  Btfrett^   j 

iivtM  of  the  (Mited  Statee  of  Anteriea,  m  Cfmp^ 
amembled,iti»4hird»  of  both  Himneeoiuum^,  Tbtt 

the  tbiiowing  section  be  aaboiitted  to  the  Legislttsisi    , 
ojT  tbaaeveiai  Slataa,  which,  wJwft'iatiM  by  the  U- 
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gistaturw  of  three^fourths  of  the  StateSr  shall  be  TaUd 
and  btndiDg  M  a  part  of  tbt  Conaiitutioii  pf  tka  Unitad 
States : 

Reached,  That  the  jqidgea,  both  of  the  Sopreme  and 
Inferior  Courts,  may  bo  remOTed  frolh  office  on  the  Joint 
addreaa  of  tha  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  ef 
the  Uoited  States. 

The  House  refused  to  consider  the  mottoo — 
45  to  38. 

BANK  OF  ALEXANDRIA. 

The  House  took  op  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  oa  the  bill  for  reincorporaiiag 
the  Bank  of  Alexandria. 

Mr.  FisK  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
limit  its  duration  to  ten  years,  instead  of  twenty, 
ts  proposed. < — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  MoMTOOMSRT  moved  to  amend  it  by  in- 
serting a  clause,  providing  that  the  discounts 
thereby  mada  should  ^  never  exceed  twice  the 
amount  of  it3  capital  stock  paid  in."— -Agreedf  to. 

Mr.  Root  aaid  it  had  been  perhaps  correctly 
observed^  that  thje  avenues  to  the  Capital  were 
beset  with  pctitiooejf  from  this  District,  with 
bills  and  briefa  ready  drawn  in  their  bands..  Who 
were  these  petitioners  1  The  wealthy  or  the 
populace,  the  body  of  the  people  of  the  District? 
riot  the  latter;  tney  did  not  attend  levees  and 
drawiog-rooms,  or  givedioners  and  parties.  They 
were  not  represented  on  the  floor.  He  now  rose 
as  their  advocate.  He  was.  for  doing  the  same 
justice  to  them  as  to  the  patricians.  After  re* 
peatiDg  the  idea  before,  expressed  by  him,  that 
all  contracts  should  be  reciprocal,  Mr  R.  pro- 
posed the  following  amendment  to  the  bill: 

**And  pramdedj  That  the  President  and  Directors  of 
the  Bank  of  Atexandrla^  911  the  first  Monday  in  Janu-, 
aiy  in  every  year,  during  the  continuance  of  this  act, 
pay  to  the  Mayor  and  Commonalty  of  Alexandria,  one 
per  cent  on  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  said 
bank,  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  free  schools  for 
the  instructiott.of  children  of  every  description,  in  the 
county  of  Alexandria.^ 

This  amendment,  proposing  at  once  to  lay  a 
tax  and  make  an  appropriation,  was,  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Randqlpb,  declared  by  the  Speaker 
to  be  out  of  order,  as  every  such  motion  inust  be 
first  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Root  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  the  express  vieiV  of  making  tl;ie  amendment 
which  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  offer  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  Smilie  said,  that  when  a  privilege  was 
granted,  there  ought  to  be  an  equivalent  in  re- 
turn. Why  should  it  be  thought  strange  that  In 
this  instance  they  should  ask  something  in  re- 
turn for  what  theV  were  about  to  give  ?  Was  it 
unusual?  The  6ank  of  the  United  States  had 
proposed  to  give  a  bonus  for  a  renewal  of  its 
charter.  Mr.  S.  said  he  thought  banks  mis- 
chievous; but  if  we  must  be  saddled  with  them, 
we  ought  to  make  the  best  of  them. 

Mr.  Rhea  said,  that  so  lobg  as  he  had  a  seat 
on  the  Atfor,  he  should  never  vote  to  make  Con- 
gress a  broker's  shop  for  sellia{[  bank  charters. 
The  bill  was  good  enpugh  for  hm  «s  it  jloo4*  It 


might  be  made  so  ^ood  by  these  ameDdmenta 
that  be  should  be  obliged  Co  vote. against  it. 

Mr.  Root  said,  he  felt  quite  indifferent  as  to 
tKe  particular  appUcaiion  of  the  money  to  be 

derived  from  thebankunderbis  amendment,  so  that 
it  was  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  great  mast 
of  the  commuQity.  He  had  understood  that  this 
bank  bad  divided  about  nine  per  cent,  per  aa- 
oum  *,  and  renewing  the  charter  would,  therefore, 
be  a  boon  to  the  stockholders  of  from  thirty  to 
forty  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  capital.  The 
wealthy  of  the  District  were  about  to  nave  a  sunt 
of  money  bestowed  on  them;  and  surely  they 
might  relinquish  a  third  of  the  gift  or  one  per 
cent,  for  the  general  benefit  Mr.  R.  said,  as  h^ 
was  not  pertinacious  as  to  the  amount  of  tax,  ho 
would  modify  his  motion  so  as  to  leave  the 
amount  blank. 

Mr.  Van  HotNjreada  statement  of  the  divi- 
dends by  this  bank,  showing  its  average  dividend 
to  have  been  about  seven  and  a  half  per  eent* 

Brr  annum)  not  aa .  much  as  any  of  the  hanks  in 
altimore ;  and  yet  the  State  of  Maryland  had 
never  asked  a  premium  for  chartering  a  bank* 
And  were  the  people  of  this  District,  to  whom 
the  gentleman  wa^l  desirous  of  being  ao  kind, 
and  keeping  them  from  their  own  worst  enemies, 
themselves,  to  be  studiously  treated  worse  than 
those  of  the  neighboi^ing  States?  The  billwaa 
already  now  more  restricted  than  any  charter  he 
had  ever  seen  or  heard  of. 

Mr.  MoKiM  said  he  never  would  eonsent  to 
grant  a  charter  which  was  not  bottomed  on  the 
public  good.  If  they  granted  a  charter  for  the 
public  good  with  one  hand,  why  should  they 
press  it  down  with  a  tax  oh  the  other?  The 
House  certainly  acted  from  its  own  free  will; 
the  body  now  petitioning  ooold  not  compel 
Congress  to  grant'  a  charter.  And  if  it  was 
graaied  from  free  will,  why  accompany  it  with 
aux? 

Mr.  Stanlbt  could  see  no  more  propriety  In 
taxing  this  than  other  oorporations  in  the  District, 
which  had  been  granted  by  Congre&s  without 
requiring  any  eonsideration  theretbr.  Mr.  8. 
also  repUecl  to  Mrl  Root's  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  operation  of  banks ;  which,  Mr.  S.  said, 
was  more  beneficial  to  men  of  small  capital  than 
to  men  of  weighty  capitals,  whose  immense 
wealth  would  enable  them,  if  no  banks  existed, 
to  control  the  whole  commerce  of  the  District. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Root's  mo- 
tion for  amendment  wa^  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  33,  nays  89,  as  follows  i 

YxAs — David  Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  Joseph  Calhoun* 
Matthew  Clay,  William  Crawford,  Joseph  Desha,  Bar- 
zillai  Gannett,  Daniel  Heiftter,  James  Holland,  Jacob 
Hofty,  William  McKxnley,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  The- 
mes Newbold,  John  Nicholson,  John  Roane,  Brastoa 
Root,  Ebenexer  Seaver,  John  Smilie,  Richard  Btenford, 
Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert  Weakley,  and  Robert 
WhitehUl. 

NAXS->Joseph  AUen,  Lemuel  J.  AlstoOf  Willis  Al- 
ston, jr.,  William  Anderson,  WUliam  T.  Bany,  Bur- 
weU  Bassett,  WilUam  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Jamea 
Breokeniidge,  H^bui  Bioyrn,  WlUiaca  BuUer^  Mua 
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Campbell,  John  C.  ChambMrlmin,  WiUiu&  Ghamberw 
liD,  L^agdon  ClieTei,  Martiii  Chittondeii,  J«me8  Cocii- 
nn,  Richard  CoUsy  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John  DaWMO, 
William  £Ij,  Jamea  Emott,  William  Findlay,  Jona* 
than  Fiak,  Meshaek  Fianklin,  Barent  Gardenior,  Gid- 
•on  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholaon, 
Charles  Goldsborongh,  Peterson  Goodwyn*  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
Jonathan  H.Hubbard,  Ebeneaer  Huntington,  Richard 
Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Thomaa  Kenan,  William 
Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis»jr.,  Edward 
8t.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingstoii^  John 
Love,  Vincent  Matthews,  Ardiibald  McBryde,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor, 
Samuel  L.  Mitchili,  Jdhn  Montgomery,  Thos.  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley,  Thomas  New- 
Ion,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  l^mothy 
iMfkin,  jr.,  Elkha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quinor,  John  Raa- 
4olph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nswsoj  Samuel  Ringgold,  Ebeneier  Sage^  Lenmel  Saw- 
yer, John  A.  Seudder,  Daniel  Shafley,  Dennis  Smelt, 
Oeofge  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Slan^ 
l^y,  Jas.  Stephenson,  L^is  B.  StnrgeS,  Jaool^  Swoope, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup.  Nich- 
olas Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KMlian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Esekiel  Whitman,  James  Wilson,  Richard 
Winn,  Robert  Witheispoon,  and  Robert  Wright 

Mr*  CagTBg  expressed  a  doobt,  as  Coogress 
were  in  this  case  legislating  io  the  capaeity  of  a 
Ijegistatttre  of  the  Territory,  and  not  aa  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  whether  they  could 
pass  a  law  in  relation  to  the  Terrttorv  which  should 
Aare  operation  to  the  States.  He  therefore  moved 
to  amend  the  section  for  punishing  counterfeiters 
•o  as  to  make  them  amenable  to  '*any  cotirl  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,''  instead  of  '*any  court 
of  the  United  States,"  having  criminal  jurisdic- 
tion, dtc. 

Messrs.  Sawybr,  Lovk.  and  Kit,  opposed  the 
notioo,  and  Mjr.  Kandolpb  kapported  it. 

Before  a  queatioo  wai  taken  on  the  motion,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  January  90. 

Mr.McKiM  presented  a  petition  of  James  Smith, 
pbysiefan,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  prayin|^  the 
patronage  and  aid  of  Congress  in  a  plan  to  iDtro«> 
dace  into  general  use;  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, the  genuine  yaocine  matter.— Referred  to  a 
•elect  committee. 

Mr.  McEiM,  Mr.  Lotb,  and  Mr.  KmoxBB- 
BACKEB,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  JfiNiiiif 08,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  24th  instant,  a  memorial  of 
the  Legblature  of  Indiana  Territory,  made  a  re- 
port thereon;  which  was  read,  and  referred  lo 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill 
authorizing  the  election  of  Sberifft  in  the  Indiana 
Territory. 

Mr.  MoBBOW,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
United  Illinois  and  Wabash  Land  Companies.-— 
Referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Fri- 
da?,  the  8th  February  next. 

Mr.  Babsett,  from  the  Committee  oa  the 
BlaTal  Bstabltabmi^tjpreeented  a  billjBiktBg  Kn 


additional  appropriation  for  tbe-Navy ;  wbichvai 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  mComBHttaeoftke 
Wbole  on  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Gold,  from  the  committee  appmoM.  ob 
the  a3d  instant,  on  the  petition  of  Daniel  Pttb* 
bone,  presented  a  bill  to  proride  for  wamisg  a«i 
ventilating  the  Hall  of  Representatives  bya  rire> 
fying  air  stove ;  which  was  read  twice,  tad  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wedae^ 
day  next. 

Mr.  Sea VEB,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  15th  instant,  presented  «  bill  aotnoriziDg  the 
sale  and  grant  of  a  certain  quantity  of  public  land 
to  the  proprietors  of  the  Middlesex  Canal,  n  tl» 
State  of  Masfiachusetts;  which  was  read  iwiee, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oi 
Tueaday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin, 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Wbok 
House  be  discharged  from  the  consideratioD  of 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  Entitled  "  An  act  for  tJK 
relief  of  William  Mills,»and  that  it  be  referrd 
to  a  select  committee.  - 

Mr.  Pitkin.  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.m^HiTMAif.Mi. 
Helms,  and  Mr.  Chittenden,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  df 
the  United  States,  transmitting  to  Coo£resscop> 
ies  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasarf, 
accompanied  by  copies  of  the  ^ laws,  treaties, aod 
other  documents,  relative  to  the  public  lands,"  as 
collected  and  arranged  pursuant  to  the  act  passed 
April  27, 1810.— Referred  to  a  select  coooiitee. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  theHooic 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''Ai 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Cam^cll;"tewbieli 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

THE  BANK  OF  ALEXANDRIA. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideratioo  of  tbe 
bill  respecting  the  Bank  of  Alexandria. 

Mr.  Lewis  moved  to  strike  out  tbe  whole  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  respecting  panisbing  coaate^ 
feiters  of  tbe  bills  or  the  bank;  which  ofcoone 
superseded  the  motion,  peodiog  when  the  Hove 
adjourned  last  evening,  to  amend  the  seciiu* 
Motion  agreed  to  without  opposition. 

Mr.  Smilie  stated  that  four  bills  on  tbe  subject 
of  banks  in  the  District  had  already  been  com- 
mitied  to  a  select  committee.  That  commtttte 
had  met  on  the  subject,  and,  judging  from  ip- 
pearances,  he  thought  there  was  a  dispositioo  (0 
pass  at  least  some  of  the  bills.  If  any  were 
passed,  he  thought  their  provisions  ought  to  be 
uniform ;  and  to  accomplisb  that  object,  mored 
to  refer  the  bill  to  the  same  committee  to  vhom 
the  other  bills  were  referred. 

Mr.  Randolph  supported  and  Mr.  Love  op* 
posed  the  motion ;  which  waa  negatived  by  t 
small  majority. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  aCommiit^^^ 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to  which 
eoMBltte^  wai  feforred  the  report  of  the  seket 
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eommiueeoD  thesobjeotof  Mr.  Maoom^s  aiieiid- 
meot. 

Mr.  HoBBARD,  after -stttio^  some  ubjectioDS  fo 
the  resolatioD,  because  iiot'  ffufficieaily  xompre" 
heDsive,  ae  inclading  civil  appoiotmeots  onl^r, 
and  as  not  incladiag  those  who  night  l^ave  beea 
legislators  at  the  rime  of  the  elecUon  of  the  Presi- 
dent, who  were  as  liable  to  improper  inflaeoce  as 
those  elected  during  the  Presidential  term,  more^ 
to  amend  the  report  of  the  eoiamittee  so  as  to 
read  as  follows : 

**  No  Senator  or  Kepresent^ve  who  thall  have  been 
Mch  at  the  ^Qme'of  the  election  of  any  Preaident,  or 
daring  the  tenn  for  which  he  riiall  have  bcien  elected* 
shall  be  appointed  to  any  office,  place^  or  appointaaent, 
antil  the  expiration  of  the  Presidential  term  in  'whidi 
such  person  shall  have  been  the  fieoetor  or  Repe- 
ssntative  albresaid." 

Mr.  Macon  objected  to  the  amenrdment,  be- 
eaase  too  broad,  and  goivg  to  deleat  the  obfect  of 
his  motion,  by  giving  too  great  a  latitude  to  its 
proTisions.  He  remarked  that  the  iDfltience  on 
thecattctia  Domination  for  President,* dtc.j  oqgfal 
to  have  no  weight ;  becaose  the  caacus  was  a 
body  uokaowti  to  the  CdnstitiKion,  and  otf'  the 
existence' of  which  the  House  coold  irot  legislate. 
He  was  desiToQe  to  give  those  ebmioe  into  office 
the  choice  of  the  WBole  nation  for  the  Secreta« 
ries  and  officers  of  Cbvernment ;  aa^*  was  for  thai 
reason,  among  ofhers,  opposed  to  the  amendnieot, 
which  would  go  to  restrict'  the  choice  of  the 
President,  so  ss  to  pretenl  him  from  selecting 
those  he  might  prefer,  because  they  were  mem«' 
bers  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Wright  then  mered  that  the  Committee 
should  rise,  with  a  view  to  having  the  amend- 
meot  printed^r^Motion  lost,  ayes  28. 

Mr.  Sawtbr  said,  that  he  thought  this  sobjeet 
had  been  long;  eaoygh  before  I  he  House  for  every 
member  to  have  made  no  his  mkid  upon  it ;  and 
althongh  he.  4id  not  like  that  this  speculative 
qcestion  should  supersede  the  ordinary  busioaas 
of  the  House  at  this  laie  period  of  the '  session, 
yet,  as  it  was  before  the  House,  he  "should  take 
this  occasion  to  assign  the  few- insttrmouatabia 
objections  which  he  had  to  the  adoption  of  it^— 
premising  by  the  way^  that  in  order  to  have  made 
the  system  complete,  it  would  have  been  well  for 
the  gentleman  to  have  extended  it  to  ourselves, 
by  limiting  the  pedods"  of  our  own  service  in  thie 
House,  ir  we  commence  the  career  of  noiitioal 
pargatioo,  it  ought  to  be  carried  to  its  fall  length 
and  not  stopped  half'-Way*  Though  we  a  re  elected 
by  the  peepl^  yet  our  posts  are  of  as  much  import- 
ance as  appoint ments  by  the  Pnaident)  at  least  if 
one  may  judge  from  our  fondness  for  clinging  oa 
to  them.  And,  I  think,  the  same  danger  exists  of 
the  exercise  of  undue  influence  by  members  of 
long  standing  in  the  appointment  of  others  as  of 
themselves.  Men  that  would  aei  from  corrupt  mo- 
tives might  easily  conceal  their  conduct  by  retain- 
log  their  seats  here,-whi[e  they  enjoyed  an  annual 
stipend  or  participated  in  tha.profiu  of  office  bjp 
a  kind  of  dormant  partnership.  He  believed  this 
evil  existed  pretty  extensively  in  some  of  the 
Kingdoms  of  £ttrope.  If  a  mawber  Is  detennined 


to  beakaava  you  cannot  preveat  him;  and  be 
would  not  deprive  the  Government  of  the  services 
of  a  respectable  cla^s  of  men,  upon  a  vain  expert* 
ment  of  making  them  honest.  It  will  only  bo 
putting  them  in  mind  of  expedients  to  evade  your 
provisions,  which 'they  might  not  otherwise  have 
thought  of^  and'  corrupt  the  moral  and  political 
integrity  of  the  House.  But,  I  eohsider  the  pro- 
posed  amendment,  (said  Mr.  8..)  though  farironi 
oeiag  intended  aa  such,  as  one  of  the  greatest  in* 
suits  that  could  be  offered  to  the  House.  What  ia 
the  language  which  it  holds  out  ?  Whyi  that  we 
areallsiveb  office  hunters,  and  have  obtained  sneli 
an  undue  share  of  Bxecutive  favora',  it  is  necea* 
sary  to  atop  thS  eril.  We  are  no  longer  fit  to  be 
trusted,  but  must  be  booad  down,  the  degraded 
victims  of  our  own  unbridled  ambition  i  Is  this 
House  prepared  to  pass  such  a  disgraceful  sear' 
teoce  upon  itself?  To  put  a  ma  rk  of  h  umiliatloa 
upon  itself,  to  disfranchise  itself  of  the  commow 
privileges  of  a  cithEen  f  And  all  this,  forsooth, 
because  a  few  may  have  been  selected  from 
amongst  us  to  preside  over  Territories— stationa 
unworthy  to  be  compared'  to  seats  in  this  House  I 
A«  for  the  charge  of  office  hunting,  (Mr^  B% 
said,)  I  shall  not  deign  to  notice  it  as  applied  to 
myself.  I  shall  always  act  upon  principles  of 
seif«justification,  and  while  I  am  at  peace  with 
my  consciences  I  shall  care  rery  little  what 
otners  may  think  of  my  inotivea.  But  how  other 
gentlemen  can  talk  about  office  |>unting  after  re- 
taining their  seats  for  twenty  years,  I  cannot  con^ 
ceive.  [Here  MK  RANOOLre  called  the  gentle- 
man to  order,  upon  the  grouad  of  his  aUodiag  to 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Macon.] 
Mr.  8.  said,  he  should  be  very  sorrr  to  say  any^ 
thing  of  timt  gentleman  that  should  oe  considered 
out  of  order.  He  merely  stated  twenty  years  aa 
an  example,  but  if  he  placed  it  upon  ten  years  the 
same  conclusion  would  follow.  [The  Chairmail 
allowed  him  to  proceed.]  Perhaps,  said  Mr.  B.,* 
aa  attempt  may  be  made  to  draw-a  distinction 
between  offices  bestowed  immediately  by  the 
people,  and  mediately  by  their  servants.  J3e  it 
so.  Whoeter  does  shall  be  wehsome  to  all  the 
credit  his  ingenuity  can  procure  him.  And  if  he 
can  show  thej  poaiess  noi  sinailar  propertiea  of 
honor  and  profit,  and  that  the  siime  me«is  and 
pasaiens  are  not  iemployed  to  [Mrodure  and  main* 
tain  tfcem,  I  will  admit  the  superiority  of  his 
talentSk  But  unless  he  can,  1  trust  he  will^ct  up 
to  his  professions  aitd  brioff  his  principles  home: 
or  cease -to  talk  about  indepeadenoe  of  political 
conduct  and  purity  of  Republican  prineiplaa* 
Not  that  I  feel  so  much  false  tenderness  for  the 
Constitution  as  to  be  afraid  to  touch  it,  if  ocea*- 
sion  required,  but  by  adverting  to  that  instrument 
it  will  appear  that  this  very  question  was  con- 
sidered, and  the  proper  remedy  applied.  Tha 
second  article  of  the  sixth  section  says^  "  no  Sen^ 
*ator  or  Representative  shall,  during  the  time 
^  for  which  be  was  elected,  be  appointed  to  any 
*  civil  office  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
<  States,  wbioh  shall  have  been  created  or  the 
'  emolumentaCf  whidh  shall  have  been  increased 
'  dcHriagstieh  timei  and  nopcrsan  holding  ano^ 
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'  ^tt  under  th«  Uoited  States  shall  be  a  member  of 
'either  House  during  bis  eoutinuanee  in  office;" 
Here  the  ConveDtioa  thinks  it  sufficient  to  pre- 
vent any  undue  iofluenee  of  Congress  in  the  crea- 
tion of  new  offices  by  excluding  them  from  such, 
as  well  as  to  prohibu  the  union  in  one  person  of 
Executive  and  Le^islatiye  powers,  wit|iout  at 
the  same  time  abridging  them  of  those  general 
powers  add  privileges  which  had  been  extended 
alike  to  all.  I  am  aware  that  the  proposed 
•meadmeot  is  intended  to  extend  this  provision, 
hy  increasing  the  number  of  disabilities,  and'  I 
quote  it  merelv  to  show,  that  the  Fubject  had 
aUeadv  been  before  the  proper  tribunal,  and 
that  they  had  expressed  a  disapprobation  of  far- 
ther restrictions,  as  far  as  negative  provisions 
could  imply.  If  they  thought  there  was  still  too 
great  a  latitude  left,  tbef  may  also  have  thought 
that  there  would  have  been  too  much  parsimony 
dealt  to  the  organ  of  appointments  by  excluding 
from  its  choice  a  body  of  men,  by  their  very  se- 
lection and  the  opportunity  afforded  of  an  ac* 
quaintance  with  their  qualifications,  the  most 
proper  for  the  exercise  of  its  judgtaient.  So  far 
•s  regards  ourselves^  said  Mr,  S.,f  admit  we  may 
aubject  ourselves  to  what  conditions  we  please ; 
but  there  is  another  pf  rty  concerned  in  this  decis- 
ion. We  arc  curtailing  the  exercise  of  Execu* 
tive  discretion,  by  denying  to  it  the  right  to  re- 
quire the  assistance  of  a  useful  class  of  people. 
The  people  have  reserved  to  their  Executive,  for 
their  own  benefit,  the  greatest  possible  range  in 
the  choice  of  their  servants ;  and,  if  the  question 
were  now  before  me  as  one  of  the  people,  I  would 
not  consent  to  deprive  the  Government  of  the 
power  of  selecting  whatever  characters  it  jnight 
ludge  best  calculated  to  promote  the  public  good. 
If  the  Executive  made  an  improper  choice,  I 
Wo<ild  hold  it, responsible  I  and  as  I  would  blame 
it  for  makinff  a  bad  choice,  I  ought  not  to  lessen 
its  chance  of  making  a  good  one. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Hobbabd'9  pro* 
posed  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative-^ 
69  to  36.  . 

Mr.  doiNCT  moved  the  following  proposition 
as  an  amendment,  to  be  added  to  the  resolution : 

^  And  no  pefson,  standing  to  any  Senator  or  Repre* 
•antattve  in  the  relation  of  ftilhei;  brother,  or  son,  by 
Uood  or  marriage,  ahsH  be  sppointed  to  sny  .civU 
office  under  the  United  States,  or  shall  receive  any 
plaoe,  agency,  contract,  or  emolument,  from  or  under 
any  department  or  officer  thereof." 

Mr.  CIdincy. — Mr.  Chairman :  The  amendment 
to  the  Constitution,  proposed  by  the  ffentleman 
from  NorthCarolina,  isof  the  nature  of  a  remedy 
€m  an  evil.  The  proposition  which  I  have  the 
honor  lo  submit,  is  similar  in  principle,  but  em- 
lyraces  a  wider  sphere  of  action,  and  is  offered  as  a 
medicament  of  a  higher  power.  His  amendment 
Jms  for  its  object,  to  purity  the  Legislature  of  that 
corruption  which  springs  from  the  hope  of  office 
for  oursel  ves.  M v  proposition  has  for  iui  object  to 
piurify  the  Legislature  of  that  corruption  which 
aprings  from  the  attainment  of  office  tor  our  rela- 
tions. And  if  the  House  will  take  the  trouble  to 
analyze  the  respective  natures  of  these  two  evils, , 


it  will  find  that  the  evil  to  which  my  proposiiioa 
refers,  is  higher  in  nature, and  more  intense ia de- 
gree than  (hat  to  which  the  amendment  of  the  sen- 
tleman  from  North  Carolina  has  reference.  Thit 
is  to  say,  the  present  attainment  of  office  for  oor 
relations,  for  those  near  and  dear  to  us,  whom 
parts  of  our  Uood,  and,  if  our  natures  be  gener- 
ous, parts  of  ourselves,  is  an  application  to  ike 
principle  of  human  action,  as  much  more  siroog 
and  allurioff  than  the  distant  hope  of  office  for 
ourselvesT-Truition  is  a  nearer  approximation  to 
bliss  than  expectation;  or  as  a  pKayment  inhandis 
better  than  a  payment  in  promise. 

I  shall  offer  a  few  considerations  in  sopponof 
my  proposition,  not  only  by  way  of  elucidaiioa 
to  this  House,  but  also  for  toe  purpose  of  atiraci- 
ing  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  subjecL 
For  I  am.  welt  aware,  that  let  it  be  disca&^ed 
when  it  will,  and  under  what  Adroioistratioo  it 
will,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  in  this  and  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  a  bitter, pill;  aDdtt^ 
less  it  have  the  |iid  of  external  pressure,  it  will 
stick  in  the  passage. 

I  know  the  nature  of  the  subject,  and  am  aware 
that  it  is  very  delicate  and  very  critical.  Wbj, 
sir,  it  relates  to  nothing  less  than  our  blood  and 
our  purses ;  abjects,  of  all  others,  the  most  aqaesm- 
ishly  sensitive,  and  the  most  jealous  of  other  peo- 
ple's interference.  ^  It  shall  be  my  endeavor,  bow- 
ever,  to  handle  the  topic  wjth  as  much  caution 
as  possible.  And  in  order  to  avoid  all  appear- 
ance of  party  or  personality,  I  shall  speak  coo* 
oerning  things  past  and  things  future,  without 
particular  notice  of  things  present. 

In  the  first  place^  I  would  remark  that  oor  gen- 
eral mode  of  speaking,  both  on  this  floor  aod  in 
common  conversation^  concerning  this  power  of 
distributing  offices,  is,  m  my  judgaieat,  not  strict- 
ly accurate  in  itself,  and  mav  be  questioned  ai 
unjust  to  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes.  lti» 
denominated  *' Executive  influence,"  by  way  of 
analogy,  and  in  conformity,  perhaps  to  the  prac- 
tice in  Great.  Britain',  where  the  Crown,  being 
the  proprietor  of  ofilces,  distributes  them  at  will 
among  favorites.  But  the  state  of  things  is  dif* 
ferent  in  this  country.  Here  the  Bxecuiiye  has 
no  proprietary  interest  in  the  ofiSces  which  he 
distributes;  he  does  not  create  them ;  he  does  not, 
except  in  a  few  instances,  even  designate  the 
amount  of  emolument.  All  these,  in  fact,  pro- 
ceed from  the  Legislature.  We  are  the  creaiorsi 
he  is  the  channel  for  communicating  them  to 
their  objects;  so  that,  if  the  members  of  this  and 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  become  reoai 
in  this  country,  they  are,  to  say  the  least,  half 
workers  in  their  own  corruption^  A  mode  of  ex- 
pression ought  not  therefore  to  be  used,  tending 
to  throw  the  guilt  exclusively  on  another  branch 
of  the  Government.  Another  phrase  is  more  just 
and  appropriate.  Sir,  it  ou|^ht  to  be  called  pecs* 
ntory  tn/iuence— the  love  of  money  wrapped  op 
in  very  thin  covers  and  disguises,  called  offices 
for  ourselves  and  offices  for  our  relations. 

I  shall  consider  the  principle. of  this  amend- 
ment and  proposition  in  relation  to  the  Coostiii- 
tiofl,  its  nature,  and  necessity. 
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If  we  look  into  tile  Coattituiioo,  we^hall  fiod 
DO  par^  more  paLpaUy  defectiT«  ihaii  its  provi- 
sions againsjt  the  effect  of  that  ExeeutiTe  io^u- 
ence,  as  it  is  caUed,  rosuhiog  from  the  power  of 
distrlbatioff  offices  at  pleasore  among  the  mem- 
bers of  botn  branches  of  tile  Legiriaiure  and  their 
relations.  There  is,  I  tbicik,  but  one  proTi^ion 
upon  iheaobjecL  This  is  contained  in  the  foi« 
lowing  clause  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  first 
article: 

•*  No  Senator  or  Representstive  shall,  daring  this 
time  for  which  he  was  eleaced,  be  appointed  to  ai^  eiTtl 
office  mider  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  which 
•hall  have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments  whereof 
shall  have  be««i  increased,  daring  such  time." 

This  provision,  I  say,  considered  as  a  security 
against  that  corraption,  which  springs  from  the 
distribution  of  offices,  is  palpably  detective.  In 
relation  to  its  objects  it  islieatted,  and  in  its  means 
wants  efficiency.  What  are  its  objects?  It  aims 
only  to  prevent  mulii plication  q(  offices  and  in- 
crease of- their  emolument.  So  that  provided  wev 
do  Dot  create  new  offices,  nor  increase  the  old 
emolument,  the  craving  apirit  of  avarice  has  free 
range  to  solicit  and  corrupt  botii  branches  of  the 
L^isiature.  All  the  numerous  allurements  of 
existing  offices,  all  the  rich  reward  of  established 
salaries,  are  permitted  to  play  with  their  bewitch- 
ing iofatuatioQ  before  our  eyes.  So  long  as  a 
man  does  not  attempt  to  take  the  fruit  of  the  seed 
of  his  own  sowing,  he  may  botanize  at  his  pleasure 
in  this  great  Bzecutive  garden,  and  whether  he 
seek  flower  or  fruit,  he  may.  to  the  fuli,  please  his 
fancy  or  satiate  bis  appetite.  And  if  we  consider 
the  means,  it  will  be  found  that  they  are  inade- 
quate. Tbere  is  but  one  limitation  ''during  the 
time  for  which  he  was  elected."  What  is  this, 
considered  as  securitv  1  It  is  scarcely  kss  than 
totally  inefficient.  Notwithstanding  this  pro- 
vision a  man  ntuy^l  say  may,  Mr.  Chairman, 
for  I  would  not  be  understood  to  affirm  that  any 
soch  creature  now  exists,  or  has  ever  heretofore 
appeared  in  this  or  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, but  I  speak  of  the  possibility  of  that  gross- 
and  debasing  corruption^  such  as  haa  appeared  in 
other  couf}trtes,  and  may,  therefore,  hereafter  ap- 
pear in  thta — a  inaa  may  be  a  mere  spaniel  to  the 
Executive ;  he  may  fetch  or  carrv,  run  upon  all 
his  errands,  and,  at  his  whistle,  roll  himself  over 
00  these  floors  without  regard  to  either  coat  or 
conscience,  and  oti  the  last  day  of  the  term  for 
which  he  was  elected,  when,  perhaps,  he  has  been 
ejected  from  the  people's  favor,  as  foul  and  odious, 
he  may,  in  spite  of  tnis  provision,  be  instrumental 
io  creating  an  office,  or  increasing  an  emolument 
of  which  the  very  next  da^  he  shall  take  the 
profits.  Is  not  such  a  provisioti,  considered  as  a 
security  against  corruption' from  the  distcibmion 
of  offices,  like  tantalism  to  this  people  ?  I  would 
not,  however,  be  thottj|bt  to  hold  at  a  mean  rate 
this  part  of  our  Constitution.  Notwithstanding 
its  deficiency  it  i»  precious,  because  it  recognises 
the  possibility  of  toe  existence  of  thia principle  of 
corruption  in  this  and  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature ;  because  it  is  a  standing  and  solemn 
warning  agaii^st-  its  effiicta.    U  gives  ua  ground 


,to  stand  upon,  and,  through  the  instruinentality 
of  the  powers  of  amendment,  may  enable  thia 
people  to  wrench  out  uf  Lliis  soil,  by  the  root^,  thia 
foul  and  growing  pollution. 

If  we  compare  the  principle  of  this  amendment 
and  my  propobitjon  with  the  principles  of  the 
Constitution,  we  shall  find  that  it  no  less  har- 
monizes with  them  than  it  does  with  this  pro- 
vision of  the  instrument.    If  there  be  a  principle 
universally  allowed  by  men  of  all  parties  to  be. 
the  basis  of  liberty,  with  the  existence  of  whicl^ 
it  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  the  essence  of 
freedom  is  identified,  k  is  that  the  three  |>:reaC 
departments  of  power,  the  Legislative,  Executive^ 
and  Judicial,  ought  to  be  separate  and  distinct. 
The  consolidation  of  these  three  powers  into  one 
has  been  denominated  *^  the  definition  of  despot- 
ism."   And  in  proportion  as  these  powers  approx- 
imate to  consolidation,  the  spirit  of  despotism, 
steals  over  us.    At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  * 
this  instrument,  it  was  an  objection  raised  against 
it  by  some  of  its  most  enlightened  opposers,  that 
its  tendency  was  to  such  a  consolidation,  and  oUi 
this  account  they  strove  to  rouse  the  spirit  of, 
liberty.  But  their  anticipations  had  chiefly  refer-- 
enee  to  the  forms  of  the  Couititution,  and  par- 
ticularly to  that  qualified  control  which  the  ex- 
ecutive has  over  the  acts  of  the  Legislature. 
They  anticipated  not  at  all,  or  at  lea^t  very  ob*. 
scurely^that  consolidation,  which  has  srown  and 
is  strengthened  under  the  influence  of  the  office- 
distributing  power,  vested  in  the  Executive*    A 
consolidation  perceptible  to  all,  and  which  is  the 
more  fixed  and  inseparable,  inasmuch  as  the  ce-. 
meoi  is  constituted  by  the  strongest  of  all  amal-. 
gams:  that  of  the  precious  metals.    This  state 
of  things  is  not  the  less  to  be  deprecated  on  ac- 
count of  the  fact,  that  the  forms  of  the  Constitu- 
tion are  preserved,  while  its  spirit  is  perishing. 
The  members  of  both  branches  may  meet,  delib- . 
crat^;  and  act,  but  the  spirit  of  independence  ia , 
l^ooe  wheoever  the. action  of  the  Legislature  ia. 
identified  with  the  will  of  the  Executive  by  the 
potent  influence  of  th^  office-hoping  and  the 
office-holding  charm. 

Witb  respect  to  the  nature  of  this  influence,  I 
remark,  that  a  misconception  seems  to  be  enter-, 
tained  concerning  it.    The  bare  suggestion  of  its 
existeoce  is  almost  thought  to  be  indecorous,  be- 
cause of  the  gross  and  palpable  corruption  in' 
which  it  is  supposed  to  consist.    It  is  thought  to. 
imply  a  sort  of  pre-contract  between  the  Kxeca-' 
tive  and  his  selected  favorites;  so  many  votes  for 
90  many  offices,  or  such  an  office  for  such  a  term, 
of  Swiss  service.    Sir,  nothing  of  this  kind  is  pre- 
tended.   Such  sale  of  conscience  and  duty  in 
open  market  is  not  reconcilable  with  the  present ' 
state  of  civilized  society.    And  they  are  mightily 
ofiended  if  there  be  any  suggestion,  ever  so  re- 
mote, of  pollution,  or  any  hint  that  they  have 
been  about  anything  else,  in  their  transactiona 
with  the  Executive,  than  pursuing  the  pure  love, 
of  glory  and  their  country  I    But  the  corruption, 
of  which  1  speak,  and  which  is  the  object  of  both 
the  amendment  and  proposition,  is  of  a  nature 
neither  very  grosi»  nor  very  barefaced.    Yet,  OA 
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these  accocmts,  4c  ts  not  theleM  to  be  deprecated. 
On  the  contrary,  from  its  very  insidiousness,  and 
its  appearing^  so  often  dlmost  in  the  garb  of  a 
virtue,  ought  it  to  be  watched  and  restrleted. 

Such  is  its  ^nature  that  it  corrupt  the  very 
Ibtindatfon  of  action.  It  springs  up  out  of  the 
iitiman  heart  and  the  condition  of  things,  so  that 
it  is  almost  impossible  that  it  should  not  erist,  or 
that  it  should  be  altogether  resisted.  It  has  its 
origin  in  that  love  of  place,  which  is  so  inherent 
hi  the  human  heart,  that  it  may  be  called  almost 
an  universal  and  instinctive  passion.  It  cannot 
be  otherwise.  For  so  long  as  the  love  of  honor 
and  the  love  of  profit  are  naturki  to  man,  so  long 
the  love  of  place,  which  includes  either  the  one 
or  the  other,  or  both,  must  be  a  very  gepl^nil  and 
'prevalent  impulse.  It  cannot,  therefore,  but  be 
Crae,as  a  general  principle,  and  it  casts  no  reflec- 
tion to  admit,  that  all  members  of  Congress  may 
love  offices,  at  least  as  wejl  as  their  neighbors.' 
Now,  with  the  love  of  place,  there  is  andther 
principle  concurrent  in  relation  to  members  qf 
Congress,  which  is  the  result  of  our  political  con-> 
ditioo,  and  is  this:  that  those  most  desirous  of 
places  in  the  Executive  gift,  will  not  expect  to  he 

f  ratified  except  by  their  support  of  the  Executive, 
n  referring  to  this  principle,  as  the  result  of  our 
political  condition,  I  mean  to  cast  no  particular 
reflection  on  our  present  Chief  Magistrate^.  It 
mws  out  of  the  nature  of  political  combinations. 
^  For,  with  some  highly  honorable  exceptions,  it  has 
been  true  in  all  past,  and  will  be  ttMe  in  all  fuiare, 
Administrations,  that  the  general  way  for  mem- 
bers of  Congress  to  gain  offices  for  tbemselve8.or 
tireir  relations,  is  to  coincide  in  opinion,  and  vote 
With  the  Executive. 

Out  of  the  union  of  these  two  principtes,  the 
love  of  office,  and  the  general  impression  thatoo* 
ineidence  with  the  Executive  is  an  essential  con- 
dition for  obtaining  office,  grows  that  corruption 
of  the  very  fountain  of  action,  the  purification  of 
which  is  the  aim  of  both  theamendnrent  -and  my 
proposition  under  consideration.  It  exists  with^* 
out  any  precontract  with  the  Executive.  He 
knows  our  wants  without  any  formal  specification 
from  us.  And  we  know  his  terms  without  any 
previous  statement  from  him.  The  parties  pro- 
ceed together,  mutually  gratifyiojgr  and  gratified, 
aa  occasions  ofier,  and  the  harmonies  of  the  happy 
ptirt  of  the  Legislature  and  the  Executive  are 
complete.  And  were  it  not  that  there  is  a  third 
party  concerned,  called  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  nothing  would  seem  more  pleasant  or  un- 
Mceptionable  than  this  partnership  in  official 
felicity.  But  so  it  is,  in  truth,  that  the  interests 
and  liberties  of  the  people,  which  we  are'seut 
bere  to  consult,  will  not  oiHy  be  sometimes  ne- 
glected, but,  at  others^  absolutely  sacrificed,  while 
the  constituted  guardians  are  gaping  after  offices 
fbr  theroselvesj  or  hunting  (hem  up  for  their  rek* 
ttons.  The  nature  of  the  corruption  is  sueh  as  not 
only  easily  to  be  concealed  from  the  world,  but, 
plso,  in  a  great  measure,  from  the  iiidividual  him- 
aelf.  And,  so  long  as  that  free  access,  which  is  at 
present  permitted  by  the  Constitution,  is  tinre- 
itnioed,  it  will  contiaue  and  jnay  inereAse;   On 


every  qoesttMi  wliieb  ariaes,  and  iias  rdnim  to 
Execotiye  measures,  ia  addition  to  alltkeoikei 
considerations  of  hoaor,  policy,  justice, propria^, 
and  the  like,  this  also  is  prej^red,  to  be  throwi 
into  the  scale ;  that,  if  a  man  meaas  togaio  of- 
fice, he  Duust  coincide  with  tbe  Bzeeative.  It  is 
not  possible  for  any  man  to  decide  what  d^m 
of  inftoeooe  this  ooasideraUoii  hiis  apoa  aaotbei, 
aad  it  is  nearly,^  if  not  qaite,  as  difiScalt  for  bio 
to  decide  what  degree  of  influence  it  majr  hare 
upon  himself.  For^  let  any  foaatreflect  apoi  tiw 
springs  of  any  partieiilar.cotirse  of  action,  vbidi 
various,  concurrent,  coilif  lex  motives  have  is* 
doeed  him  to  adopt,  and  be  will  find  it  vwj  dii* 
cult  to  apportion,  to  each  of  the  eoaeuvriflf  mo- 
tives, the  precise  degree  of  influence  which  be- 
longs to  it^  Aad  hewUl  alio  find  that,  if  thm 
be  in  the  group  one  motive  base,  and  conseqoeai- 
Iv  bashful  of  the  light,  it  will  shrink  amy  lot* 
tne  deepest  recesses  of  the  heart,  and  there  eofcr 
itselfover  with  such  an  aceumulatioo  of  plausible^ 
specioOs  motires,  that  it  is  beyond  the  power  of 
poor  human  nature,  in  the  ordiaarystrtDgtb  of 
Its  moral  sense,  always  to  discover  it.  From  ti» 
liability  of  baYi|iglb«  source  of  i>Qr  public  setioBi 
corrupted  bv  the  infusion  of  such  a  tatot,  errrjr 
honest  mind  will  be  solicitous  to  he  delirered. 
For  whether  the  office,  whieh  allores  oor  fase^, 
be  for  ooraelves  or  for  our  relations^  the  resatt  u 
the  same.  No  man  can  stand  up  wholly  isde- 
peiideDt  to  the  haad  by  which  he  hopes  to  be  fed, 
or  which  hi  ia  the  act  of  feeding  his  childisiaod 
relatives.  Nor  can  any  maa,  however  faoDCsi  or 
scrupulous,  placed  in  such  situatioa,  bepositir^y 
certain  as  to  his  own  onotive.  or  know  whether, 
in  such  eases,  hie  polarity- wlta  the  Bxeeatirebe 
the  result  of  the  intrinsic  nature  amd  ressoa  of 
things,  or  whether  it  be  the  effect  of  the  ioilaeoee 
of  those  metallia  strata,  which  aaite  that  Eieeo- 
tif  e  with  the  centre  of  hts  best  affectioBs. 

With  respect  to  the  degree  m  wMch  this  eor< 
ruption  has  heretofore  or  taay  hereafter  exist,  it 
is  impossible  precisely  to  estimate.    Becaoae  tbf 
offices  in  the  gift  of  the  Executiire  and  theDepsri* 
ments  are  jto  tt«mefrous,are  extended  over  so  wide 
a  surface,  being  for  the  whole  Uoited  Smies;  aid 
the  relations  of  members  6f  Congress  areso  little 
knowfk  to  each  other  and  the  world,  that  it  is  oot 
to  be  expected  that  we,  much  less  that  the  people, 
should  be  able  to  trace  this  influence^  in  sll  iu 
ramifications.    But,  obe'  thing  Is  certain,  that  it 
exceeds  popular  estimation,  as  much  as  iteradef 
legislative  scrutiny.    Why,  sir,  there  is  anooallf 
distributed  from  the  great  departments  ao  taiooot 
not  less  than  five-and-a-half  millions  of  dolitrs, 
and  from  the  Post  Office  BstahKshment  sol  les| 
than  four-and-a*half  millions,  making  the  atfou 
aggregate  of  ten  millions  of  dollars.   AH  tbn 
abundant  reservoir  is  distributable,  ajinoaliy,^ 
its  objects,  in  streams  of  various  magaitodes  and 
ia  every  direction,  at  the  Hisecutive  vrill.  Nov, 
we  stand  at  the  rerv  spot  where  thisloseioi»fouo- 
tain  overflows  in  all  its  exaberanee.    Havioicthe 
power,  can  we  promise  that  we  shall  rffrsi/if/o<^ 
turning  aside  to  ourselves  and  oor  reUiivcs  » 
ieeat  a  faU  por tioa^  of  thase  pecusiaryJHMiouii' 
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Is  it  in  haifiirii  oature^  ffefterally,  to  praetiee  so 
maeh  sCoi'««l  sclf-deDml,  at  •  coDtrary  condvet 
would  implf  ?  1  haye  said  that  it  waa  tiDpossible 
to  prore  the  fufl  extent  of  the  accommodation, 
which  we  and  onr  relatiTCs  mar  ebtai n,  in'  one 
shape  and  another,  out  of  the  Treasury,  so  long 
as  &Deh  a  latitude  is  given  to  o«r  capacity  to  re- 
ceife;  yet,  every  now  and  theOi  some  evidence 
oecors,  tending  to  give  a  glimpse  of'  the  amount, 
in  which  the  transfer  of  ptffolic  money  may 'be 
made  to  run  in  pa rtftcotar'- directions.  At  this 
moment  there  lies  upon  oor  ubles  an  account  of 
the  Navy  Agent  at  Ballilnore,  who,  it  appears, 
under  the  directions  of  the  then  Secretary  of  the 
Nary,  did  purchase,  in  about  eighteen  months^  of 
a  single  mercantile  bouse  In  that  city,  bills  of 
exchange  to  the  araount  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  dollars,  the  head  of  which  mer* 
caotile  bouse  was  and  is  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  brother  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Nary.  In- referring  to  this  stibject,  I  beg  Mo  be 
understood  as  giving  no  opinion  on  thai  traiuae- 
tioD,  or  as  representing  it  as  exceptionable  in  its 
nitore.  I  adduce  it  with  no  other  design  than  to 
show  the  extent  to  which  relations  may,  if  they 
please,  accommodate  one  another,-  so  long  as  no 
GoDstitmional  restrict  ionsexist,  and  the  impossi- 
bility of  estimating  the  amooni  and  of  pursuing 
the  eril  into  all  its  rail>iftcatioos. 

Upon  tbi»sQbject  of  offices  my  aentiments  may^ 
perhaps,  be  too  refined  for  the  present  condition 
of  human  nature.  And  I  am  awarej  In  what  I 
am  aboQt  to  sav*  that  I  may  run  athwart  pohti- 
cal  friends  as  well  as  political  foes.  Such  consid- 
erations as  these  shall  not,  however,  deter  me 
from  introdnciag  just  and  high  notions  of  their 
duties,  to  the  consideration  ofthe  members  of  the 
Legislature.  I  hold,  sir,,  the  acceptaBce  of  an 
office  of  mere  emolument,  or  which  is  prfnci pally 
emotoment,  b^  a  member  of  Congress,  from  the 
Executive,  as  unworthy  his  station,  and  incom* 
patible  with  that  high  sense  of  irreproachable 
character,  which  it  is  one  of  the  choicest  terres- 
trial boons  of*  virtue  to  mttaia.  For,  while  the 
attaiamem  of  office  is  to  members  of  Coi^gress 
the  consequence  soldy  of  coincideciee  with  the 
Executive,  he  who  has  the  office  carries  oa  his 
forehead  the  mark  of  having  fulfilled  the  condi* 
tioQ.  And,  although  his  self-love  •may  denomi* 
Date  his  attainment  of  the  office  to  be  the  reward 
of  merit,  the  world,  which  usually  judges  acute- 
ly 00  these  matters,  will  denominate  it  the  reward 
of  service.  And,  in  such  cases,  ninety-nine  times 
in  the  hundred,  the  world  will  he  right.  An  ex- 
ception to  this  role  may,  perhaps,  exist  in  the  cases 
of  officesi  of  high  respoasihility,  to  which  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  may  be  called,  on  account  of  his 
dutingaished  and  peculiar  qualifications;  ia 
>vhich  the  voic«  of  the  Executive  is,  in  truth. 
^hat  it  ought  always  to  be,  the  voice  of  bis 
coQDtrv.  Such  eases  are  so  rare,  that  when  they 
wist  they  make  a  law  for  themselves.  Thevire 
exceptions  which  provie  raithev  « ha n^  [invalidate 
|he  rule.  For  us  it  is  honor  enooffh  to  be  thus 
intrusted  with  the  high  concerns  of  this  people, 
to  he  thus  debating,  thus  maintaiiiing  their  liber* 


ties,  or  striving  to  improve  their  condition.  Let 
us  put  it  out  of  our  power,  and  remove  from  us 
temptation  to  grub  in  the  low  pursuits  of  avarice 
and  base  ambition. 

Such  is  the  opinion  whicb»  in  my  judgment; 
ought  to' be  entertained  of  the  mere  acceptance  of 
office,  by  members  of  Congress.  But,  as  to  that 
other  class  €f(  persons,  who  are  open,  notorious 
solicitors  of  office,  they  give  occasion  to  reflec- 
tions of  a  very  difi'erent  nature.  This  class  of  per- 
sons, in  all  times  past,  have  appeared,  and  (for  I 
say  nothing  of  times  present)  Jn  all  future  will 
appear  on  this  and  on  toe  other  floor  of  Congress. 
Creatures  who,  under  the  pretence  of  serving 
the  people,  are,  in  fact,  serving  themselves;  crea« 
tures  who,  while  their  distant  constituents, ^od, 
ea^ymen,  industrious,  frugal,  and  unsuspicious, 
dream,  in  visions,  that  they  are  laboring  for  their 
cotintry's  welfare,  are,  in  truth,  spending  their 
time  mousing  at  the  doors  of  the  Palace,  or  the 
crannies  of  the  Departments ;  and  laying  low 
snares  to  catch,  for  themselves  and  their  relatidns, 
every  stray  office  that  flits  by  them.  For  such 
men,  chosen  in  this  high  and  responsible  trust,  to 
whom  have  been  cotffided  the  precious  destinies 
of  the  people,  end  who  thus  openly  abandon  their 
duties,  and  set  their  places  and  therr  consciences 
to  sale,  in  defiance  ofthe  multiplied,  strong,  and 
tender  ties,  by  which  they  are  bound  to  their 
country,  I  have  no  language* to  expren  my  con- 
tempt. I  never  have  seen,  and  I  never  shall  see, 
any  of  these  notorious  solicitors  of  office,  for 
themselves,  or  their  relations,  standing  on  this  or 
the  other  floor,  bawling  and  bullying,  or  coming 
down  with  dead  votes,  in  support  of  Executive 
measures,  but  I  think  I  see  a  hackney,  laboring 
for  hire,  in  a  most  degrading  service;  a  poor, 
earth^pirited  animal,  trudging  in  his  traces,  with 
much  attrition  of  the  sides  and  induration  of  the 
membranes,  encouraged  by  this  special  certainty, 
that,  at  the  end  of  nis  journey,  he  shall  have 
measured  out  to  him  his  proportion  of  provender. 

But,  I  have  heard  that  the  bare  suggestion  of 
such  oorruptioh  was  a  libel  dpon  this  House,  and 
upon  this  peoplf.  I  have  heard  that  we  were,  in 
this  country,  so  virtuous,  that  we  were  above  the 
influence  of  these  allurements;  that  beyond  the 
Atlantic,  in  old  Governments,  such  things  might 
be  suspected,  but  that  here  we  were  too  pore  for 
such  guilt,  too  innocent  for  such  suspicions. 

Mr.  Cbairmao,  I  shall  not  hesitate,  rn  spite  of 
such  popular  declamation,  to  believe  and  follow 
the  evidence  t)f  my  senses,  and  the  concurrent 
testimonies  of  contemporaneous  beholders.  I  shall 
not,  in  mv  estimation  of  character,  d^grxde  this 
people  below,  nor  exalt  them  far  above,  the  ordi* 
nary  condition  of  cultivated  humanity.  And  of 
this  be  assured,  that  every  system  of  conduct,  or 
course  of  policv,  which  has  ibr  its  basis  an  excess 
of  irirtue  in  tnis  country,  beyond  what  human 
nature  exhibits  in  its  improved  state  elsewhere, 
will  be  fouad  on  trial  fallacious.  Is  there  on  this 
earth  any  collection  of  men  in  which  exists  a 
mdre'  intrinsic,  heart v,  and  desperate  love  of  office 
or  place^particularly  fat  places)  Is  there  any 
to  whieli  place  and  oiveial  emolument  more  cer* 
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tftinly  follow  disiinj^uisfaed  servility  at  electioDii 
or  base  scunility  in  the  prens?  A^d  a»  to  eager- 
ness  for  the  reward,  what  is  the  fact  ?  Let,  now, 
one  of  your  great  office-holders,  a  collector  of  the 
customs,'  a  marshal,  a  commissioner  of  loans,  a 
postmaster  in  one  of  your  cities,  or  aov  officer, 
agent,  or  factor,  for  your  Territories  or  public 
lands,  or  person  holding  a  place  of  minor  distinc- 
tion; but  of  considerable  profit,  be  called  on  to  pay 
the  last  debt  of  nature — the  •poor  man  shall  hardly 
be  dead,  he  shall  not  be  cold  long,  before  the 
corpse  is  in  the  coffio,  the  mail  shall  be  crowded 
to  repletion  with  letters  and  certificates,  and  re- 
commendations and  representations,  and  every 
species  of  sturdy,  sycophantic  solicitation,  by 
which  obtrusive  otiendicity  seeks  charity  pr  in- 
vites compassion.  '  Why, sir,  we  hear  the  clamor 
of  the  craviog  animals  at  the  Treasury  trough, 
here  in  this  Capitol.  Such  running,  such  jostling, 
snch  wriggling,  such  clambering  over  one  ao- 
othier's  baclis,  such  squealing,  because  the  tub  is 
so  narrow  and  the  company  is  $o  crowded.  No, 
air,.let  us  not  talk  of  stoical  apathy  towards  the 
\.  things  of  the  National  Treasury,  either  in  this 
people  or  their  Representatives  or  SeDaiom. 

But  it  will  be  asked,  for  it  has  been  asked,  shall 
the  Executive  be  suspected  of  corrupting  the  Na- 
tional Legislature?  Is  he  not  virtuous  )  Without 
making  personal  distinctions  or  references,  for 
the  sake  of  argument,  it  may  be  admitted,  that 
all  Executives  for  the  time  being  are  virtuous— 
reasonably  virtuous,  Mr.  Chairman;  flesh  and 
blood  notwithstanding.  And  without  meaning, 
in  this  place,  to  cast  any  particular  reflections 
upon  this  or  upon  any  other  Executives,  this  I 
will  say,  that  if  no  additional  guards  are  provided, 
and  now  afiei*  the  spirit  of  party  has  brought  into 
ao  full  activity  the  spirit  of  patronage,  there  nefer 
will  be  a  President  of  these  United  States  elected 
by  means  now  in  use,  who,  if  he  deals  honestly 
with  himself,  will  not  be  able,  on  quitting,  to 
address  his  Presidential  .ehair  as.  John  FaUtaff 
addressed  Prince  Hal :  ^  Before  I  knew  thee,  I 
knew  nothing,  and  now  I  am  little  better  than 
one  of  the  wioked."  The  possession  of  that  sta- 
tion, under  the  reign  of  party,  will  make  a  man 
so  acquainted  with  the  corrupt  principles  of  hu- 
man conduct,  he  will  behold  our  nature  in  so 
hungry,  and  shivering,  and  craving  a  state,  and 
be  compelled  so  constantly  to  observe  the  solid 
rewards  daily  demanded,  by  way  of  compensa- 
tion for  outrageous  patriotism,  that  if  be  escape 
out  of  that  atmosphere  without  partaking  of  its 
corruption,  he  must  be  below  or  above  the*  ordi- 
nary condition  of  mortal  nature.  Is  it  possible, 
sir,  that  he  should  remain  altogether  uninfected  ? 
What  is  the  fact?  The  Constitution  prohibits 
the  members  of  tnis  and  of  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature  from  being  Electors  for  President 
of  the  United  States.  Yet,  what  is  done  7  The 
practice  of  late  is  so  prevalent  as  to  have  grown 
almost  into  a  sanctioned  usage  of  party.  Prior 
to  the  Presidential  term  of  four  years,  members 
of  Congress,  having  received  the  privileged  ticket 
of  admission,  assemble  themselves  in  a  sort  of 
electoral  college  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  or  of 


the  House  of  Repreaeniatives.  Thev  uleet  a 
candidate  f6r  the  Presidency.  To  their  Toiee,to 
their  influeoee,  he  in  indebted  for  his  elefsiioo. 
So  long  as  this  condition  of  things  cooiinoei, 
what  ordinary  Bxecuuve  will  refuse  to  accoia- 
modate  those  who  in  so  distinguished  a  maonei 
have  accommodated  him  1  Is  there  a  better  rn* 
son  in  the  world  why  a  man  should  give  you, Mr. 
Chairman,  an  office  worth  two  or  three  tboussDd 
dollars  a  year,  for  which  you  are  qualified,  sod 
which  he  could  give  as  well  as  not,  thao  this, 
that  you  had  be^  greatly  insirumenul  in  gir- 
ing  him  one  worth  &we  and  twenty  thoossftd, 
for  which  he  was  equally  qualified  1  It  is  vain  to 
conceal  it.  So  long  as. the  present  coadiiioacf 
things  continues,  it  may  be  reasonably  expected 
that  there  shall  take  place  regularly  between  tke 
President  of  the  United  States  and  a  portioDof 
both  Houses  of  Compress,  an  interchange,  strictlj 
speaking,  of  ffood  offices. 

The  principle  for  which  I  contend,  and  whieb 
is  the  iyisis,  both  pf  the  .original  nmendmeot,  and 
of  my  proposition,  is  this :  Put  it  out  of  the  power 
of  the  fixeeuiive  to  seem  to  pay  any  of  the  inen- 
hers  of  Congress,  by  putting  it  oat  of  their  powa 
to  receive.  *^  Avoid  the  appearance  of  evil."  We 
have  been  taught  to  prav,  ^  lead  ua  not  into  temp- 
tation.'' They  who  rightly  estimate  their  duties 
may  find  in  public  life,  no  leas  necessity  tbanik 
private  life,  frequently  to  repeat  this  aspirsiion. 

Mr*  Wriqbt  moved  to  amend  Mr.  duuicr's 
proposed  limendment  by  adding  thereto  a  pro- 
vision that  each  Senator  or  Repreaeoi8tire,oa 
uking  his  seat,  should  furnish  a  table  of  his  gae- 
alogy« 

Mr.  Q,aiMcr  said  he  bad  no  objection  to  suck 
an  amendment. 

Mr.  Sbybebt  said  the  amendment  proposed  bf 
Mr.  Wbiqht  would  not  effect  hia  object,  because 
a  roan  might  marry  while  a  menaher  aod  thus 
change  his  whole  connexion. 

Mr.  Wbioht  reduced  hia  motion  to  writing  i& 
the  following  words: 

«  Each  meaiber  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repi«> 
sentativas,  when  he  takes  his  seat,  shall  file  alirtd 
hii  relatives  precluded  by  said  resolution." 

Mr.  Ranuolph  said  such  an  amendment  would 
have  a  strange  reading  in  the  Constitutioa  of  tiie 
United  States. 

Mr.  Q,uiiccT  said  he  cared  not  for  the  mode  so 
that  he  attained  his  end  in  this  case.  Whether 
the  amendment  he  proposed  succeeded  nowtf 
not,  it  would  before  many  years  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Bacon  said  he  assented  to  the  general 
proposition  of  his  colleague ;  but  be  saw  dificuJ- 
ties  in  the  detail,  which,  no  doubt,  the  geBiiemaii 
himself  rauat  see.  He  should  be  loth  to  rote  on 
a  proposition,  even  in  Committee,  on  which  be 
might,  after  amendment,  change  his  vote.  The 
subject  was  important;  to  give  further  time  for 
considering  it,  he  moved  that  the  Committee 
should  rise. 

The  motion  waa  agreed  to,  and  the  Committee 
then  rose. 

A  motion  was  made  to  print  the  aerenilameN- 
menta,  dtc* 
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Mr.  Smiub  aaid  he  was' in  faror  of  pfiiiting 
the  origiqal  motion ;  but  he  suggested  whether 
it  would  comport  with  the  dignity  of  the  Honse 
to  print  snch  ameDdments  as  the  Jast  whiish  were 
offered.  However  their lisible  faeulttes  miffht  be 
amused  by  tbem,  be  hoped  the  House  would  not 
print  aod  solemnly  send  to  the  world  those  things, 
which  could  scarcely  be  seriously  meant. 

Mr.  Troup  was  in  favor  or  printing.  He 
thoaght  the  proposition  of  Mr.  CIuihot  not  only 
important,  but  essential  to  <carry  into  effeet  the 
object  of  the  original  motion ;  and  he  had  never 
beard  s  proposition  more  ably  supported  than 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  Al- 
most every  sentiment  he  had  uttered  had  met  his 
assent. 

Mr.  WaioBT  hoped  they  wopld  be  printed.  As 
to  the  gentleman's  feelings  for  the  dignity  of  the 
House,  h^  supposed  every  gentlenian  frit  alike 
00  that  subject.  He  said  be  should  feel  gratified 
at  any  proposition  be  should  make  being  bcought 
before  the  public;  and  should  not  fear  io  meet 
their  award.  Mr.  W.  made  some  allusion  to  a 
part  of  the  speech  of  Mr.  Aoincy,  in  which  he 
had  appeared  to  Mr.  W.  to  cast  an  nngeneroos 
imputation  on  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in 
respect  to  parchssee  in  Baltimore,  dbc. 

Mr.  Q^uiNCT  disavowed  any  intention  of  mak- 
ing sQcb  imputation  or  ioferenca. 

The  question  was  taken  on  printing  Mr.  Qxnn' 
ct's  proposition,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  carried— 
jeas  75,  nays  40^  as  follows : 

YiAi^ Willis  Alston  Jun.,  Esekiel  Bseon,  Botwell 
Baaett,  Abijsh  Bigdow,  Daniel  BhusdeU,  Adsn  Boyd, 
JsBies  Breekenridgey  William  A.  BurweU^  John  Camp- 
beU,JohnC.  Chamberlain,  Wm.  Cksmberlin,  Lang« 
doD  Chevest  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport.  Jan., 
William  Ely,  James  £mott,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barettt 
Gardenier,  Thomas  Gholson,  Charles  Ooldaboiough, 
PeteisoB  Qoodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Qold,  WUUam  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A*  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jamea  Holland, 
Sbmsser  Huntington,  Richaid  Jackaon,  jnn.,  Robert 
Jeokiaa,  William  Kennedy,  PhUip  B.  Key,  Herman 
Knicbrbackerr  Joseph  Learis,  jnn.,  Robert  Le  Roj 
Liviogiton,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Arch- 
ibald McBryde,  Aleiander  McKtm,  Wm.  McKinley, 
Pleasant  M.MiUer,  Willtam  MUnoi,  Bamnel  L.  Mitch* 
ill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin 
Pickmao,  jnn.,  Timothy  PitktDy  jun.,  Peter  B.  Portisr, 
£lisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qnincy,  John  Randolph,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Bam- 
nel Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Lemuel  Bawyer,  John  A. 
Scndder,  Adam  Beybert,  Daniel  Sheffey,  George  Bmith, 
Samuel  Bmith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James 
Stephenson,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  John 
Thompson,  George  M.  Troop,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke, 
KilUan  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley,  Labsn 
^heaton,  and  Jamea  Wilson. 

Nats— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Wm.  Anderson,  David 
Bsrd,  Robert  Brown,  Wiltiara  Bntler,  Joseph  Cal- 
hoao,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Craw* 
^rd,  Richard  Cutts,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Findley, 
Jonathan  Fisk,  Banillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner, 
Bdwin  Gray,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hn%,  Rieh- 
aid  M.  JoJuBson,  Thomas  Kenaui  Aaron  Lyle,  John 
Monlgomery»  Thomas  Moore,  Gurdon  6.  Mumlbrd, 


Maithlas  Riebarde,  Eraetns  Root,  Sbeneaer  Ssge, 
Thomas  Ssmmone,  Ebeneter  Besver,  Samuel  Shaw, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Henry  Souths 
ard,  Uri  Tracy,  Charlcts  Turner,  jun.,  Robert  White- 
hill,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Witherspoon,  and  Robert 
Wright. 

The  question  ws^  taken  in  the  same  manner 
on  printing  the  proposed  amendment  of  Mr. 
WniOHT,  and  lost — yeas  31,  nays  77,  as  follows : 

YsAB— Willis  Alston,  jun^  Bsekiel  Bacon,  Adam  ' 
Boyd,  William  A.  Borwell,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Thomas 
Qholson,  Charles  Goldsborougb,  Peterson  Ooodwyn, 
James  Holland,  Philip  B.  Key,  Nathaniel  MaCon, 
Archibald  McBryde,  Alexander  McKtm,  William  Mo> 
Kinley,  Samuel  L.  MitchtU,  Jeremhih  Morrow,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun., 
Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rhea  of  Tonnes* 
see.  Samoel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
John  A.  Scudder,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Robert  Weakley, 
Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 
.  Nats — Joseph  Allen,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  William- 
Anderson,  Bnrwell  Bassett,  Abijsh  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breekenridge,  Robert  Brown,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  John  Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain^ 
William  ChambetUa,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Lang- 
don  Cheves,  Msitin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  John 
Davenport,  jun.,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Elv,  James 
Emott,  William  Pindley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshaek 
Franklin,  Barent  Gardenier,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin 
Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathsnid  A.  Haven,  Daniel 
Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebeneser  Huntington^ 
Richard  Jackson,  jnn.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Thomas  &enan,  William  Kennedy,  Herman* 
Knickerbaeker,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Aaraat 
Lyle,  Vincent  Matthews,  Pleasant  M.  MiUer,  William 
Milnor,  John  Montgomery,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan 
0.  Moseley,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Benjsmin  Pickman,  jun.,  Ellsha  R.  Potter,  John  Ran* 
dolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthias  Richards, 
Erastus  Root,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Henry  Southard, ,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Sunley, 
James  Stephenson,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart, 
John  Thompson,  tJri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troop; 
Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Nicholas  Van  Dvke,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Esekiel  Whitman,  James  Wilson,  and 
Robert  Witherspoon. 

JARED  SHATTUCK'S  CLAIM. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on  the  petition  of  Jared  Shattuck— 59 
to  29. 

The  report  is  favorable  to  the  claimant—a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  this  person  having  in  two  former 
sessions  passed  this  House,  but  not  been  acceded 
to  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.MoNTOOUfiaY,  in  a  speech  of  some  length, 
opposed  the  claim^and  moved  that  th^  Commit- 
tee rise,  with  a  view  to  printing  the  papers  re* 
lating-to  the  claim,  which  he  conceived  was  not 
fully  understood. 

This  motion  was  debated,  and  lost— 56  to  43. 

The  report  was  also  debated,  and  agreed  to— 
57  to  39.  ^    ^  . 

Tbe  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  their 
agreement  to  the  report. 
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After  repMtedljr  refaMg  to  ftdjoarn,  ch«  Hdtae 
conftftned  the  report  of  the  Comnrittee  of  the 
Whole-*56  to  M, «»  follows : 

TsA« — Joseph  Allen,  William  Anderson,  Burwell 
Bassett,  Abijah  Bigelow,  William  Butler,  John  C. 
Chamberlain,  Wm.  Chamberlinj  Epaphrodittts  Cham- 
pion, Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jun^  John 
Dawson,  WHliam  Ely,  James  Bmott.  Williatti  Find* 
•toft  Barent  6ardemer»  Thomas  Obolion,  Charles 
Goldsbonmgh,  Petenon  Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
WiUiam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.^  Haven,  Daniel  HeUler, 
JomUbtn  H.  Hubbard,  EbeneMr  Huntington,  Rtdiard 
Jaokson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman 
j6iickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun^  Robert  iLe  Roy 
Livingston,  Vineent  Matthtwa,  Archibald  McBryde, 
William  MeKinley,  William  Milner,  Benjamin  Pick* 
man,  jlin^  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun„  John  Porter,  Elisha 
R«  Potter,  Josiah  Qaincy,  John  Randolph*  Erastus 
Root,  Adam  Seyboft^  Daniel  Shefley,  Dennis  Smelt, 
Richard  Blaniord,  Jc^  Stanley,  Jamea  Stephenson, 
iaeob  Swoope,  Smnnel  Taggart,  George  M.  Tronp, 
Niefaolas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KilUan  K. 
Tan  Reneseher,  Laban  Wheatob,  Eiekiei  Whitmmit 
•pd  James  Wilsen* 

N4ts-~ Willis  Alston,  jon.,  David  Bard,  Adam 
Boyd,  Langdon  Cheves,  James  Coehran,  William 
Crawford,  Joseph  Deeha,  Jonathan  Fiak,  Mesbaek 
Fmnklin,  Banillal  Gannett,  David  8.  Garland,  James 
Holland,  Aaron  Lyle,  Alexander  McKim,  Samnel  L. 
Mitohill,  John  Mootgomery,  Nicholae  R.  Moore,  Thos. 
Ifoere,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  8:  Mvmlord,  Thomas 
Newton,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John'  Rhea,  of 
Tennessee,  John  Roane,  Bbeneier  Sago^  Thomas  Sam* 
■MBS,  John  A.  Scudder,  George  Smith,  Charles  Tor* 
Bar,  Jan.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  Rlchmrd 
Winn,  Robert  Witherspoon,  and  Robert  Wright« 

The  report  waa  referred  to  the  Coaamlttee  of 
Claims,  with  instr actions  to  report  a  bill  accord- 
ingly. 


Tbursdat,  January  31. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Masvachuselt^ 
Oborard  Cook,  appearod,  and  took  his  seal. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  en tiileyl  '^  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  Campbell,''  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oik 
Friday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Postmaster  Qeneral,  on  the  petitions  of 
the  Synod  of  Pittsburg,  and  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  the  Western  country,  in  ibe  Stat^of  Penn- 
•ylvaoia,  Virginia,  and  Ohio,  referred  on  the  4th 
and  18th  instant ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pout  Offices  and  Post  Roads, 
to  report  specialty  bj  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Van  Horn,  rrom  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia^  presented  a  bill  to  increase 
the  salariee  of  the  Judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  for 
the  District  of  Columbia ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Root,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims^  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jared  Shatluck; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  neit. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ftiuNor,  the  Committee  of 


the  Whole  wore  di««h«rfted  from  ike  considera- 
lioBof-the  bill  from  the  Senate, entkied  ''An act 
authorizing  the  discharge  of  Nntbnoiel  P.  Pot- 
dick  from-  his  imprisonment;^  nnd  aaid  bill  was 
referred  to  the  seleot  oommittee  npfiointed  yester- 
day, on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ~  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  William  Milts.» 

A  message  from  I  he  Senate  Informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  ontitled  ''An 
act  nuking  compensation  to  Joh«  Eugene  Leh- 
zendorfer,  for  services  rendered  the  United  States 
in  the  war  with  Tripoli  ;'*  to  which  they  desire 
the  ooncurrenee  of  this  House. 

A  message  wis  receired  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  letter  Aom  the 
Chargft  d' Affaires  of  the  United  States  at  Paris^ 
to  the  Secretary  of  States  and  another  from  the 
same  to  th^  Preneh  Minister  of  Poreign  Rela- 
tions ;  also,  two  letters  from  the  Agent  of  the 
American  Consul  at  Bordeaux  to  the  Seeretary 
of  State,^Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Poreign 
Relations;  and  3,000  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be 
pri n|ed  for  the  uee  of  the  members. 

The  Spbakbr- laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
addressed  to  htm  by  B.  H.  Latrobe^  Sarveyor  of 
the  Puhlio  Bofldings,  on  the  subject  of  the  6re 
which  took  place  on  the  roof  of  the  Capitol  this 
morning;  which  was  read. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  the  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria was  read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed-^yeas 
90,  nays 83,  as  fallows: 

YsAs— Joseph  Allen,  Lemuel  i.  Alston,  M^Hlis  Al- 
ston, Jr.,  Bvrwel  Bassstt,  William  W.  Bibb,  Abijah 
Bi^elow,  Jmnes  BrMkenridge,  WiUtena  Bodcr,  WiU 
Kam  ChaailNMrlin,  Epaphioditos  Champion,  TangiiBa 
Ohevss,  M  arUn  Chittenden,  Mattbsw  Ctey^  Willaaa 
Crawfiird,  John  Datonpoit^jr.,  Mm^  Dawson^  WiDisa 
Bly,  James  Bmott,  John  W.  Eppcs;  Wilhaaa  Pindley, 
Jonathan  Pisk,  Meshaek  PrankUn^  Barent  Ossdansw, 
Gideon  Gaidner,  Dsfid  6^  Oariand,  thonae  Gholssa, 
Charles  Goldsboiongh,  Peteioon  Osodwya,  ThoMas  fi. 
Gold,Edwia  Gm,  William  Rri«»  Nathaniel  A.  Havsa, 
Banial  Hsislor,  William  Hebns,  Jonathan  H*  Hnbbmd, 
Bbensser  Hnntington»  Kfehard  Jackson, Joa.,  Robsrt 
JsakuM,  Walter  Jones,  Thoaaas  Ksnan«  WiUiam  Kea> 
nedy,  Herman  Knicksrbackor,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Bsh- 
ert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  John  Love,  Vinosni  MatUiop% 
Aich'd  McBryde,  Alezander  McKim,  William  McKin- 
ley.  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Mihior,  Samoel  L. 
MitehUI,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Th»> 
mss  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moaolry, 
Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Jeeeph  Pearsoa, 
Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Joha  Por- 
ter, Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Jomeh  Quincy, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenaesees^ 
Ebeneser  Ssge,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  SesMlder, 
Daniel  Shefii^,  Dennis  Smelt,  George  Saaith.  John 
Staaleyi  James  Stephenson,  Lewie  B.  Stnriges,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Sanrael  Taggart,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
George  M.  Troup,  Nichotai  Van  Dyke,  Arofaihakl  Van 
Horn,  KilUan  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  ^Wheatan, 
Saekiel  Whitman,  Richard  Winn,  Robarft  Withai^ 
apoon,  and  Rohert  Wnghu 

NATs^WiHinn  Aadevson,  BaeUel  Baoom  Band 
Bard,  Adank  Boyd,  Wiltiam  A.  BttrweR,  Joeeph  Cal- 
hoata,  James  Ooohraa,  Joseph  Deaha,  BarsWai  Gaa- 
Betl»  James  HoHand,  Jacob  ibu%,  Aaron  Lyie^  Mel* 
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lUas  Rielvirdt,  i^m  ItooM,  EuMtos  Ho«t»  TboiDM 
8uBBMiM«  EbttDOM  8«CTer»  A<!«»  Seybert,  Auavf  1 
8I1AW,  Mia  BwMm,  Bmktj  Smitflird,  Richard  Blaiiiicd, 
•nd<>liariM  TMMTtjr. 

REMOVAL  OF  JUDGES,  Ac 

Mr.  WmoaT  caUed  for  tlie  cottftideratioB  of  the 
vesolutioii  8obmit((ed  by  him  oa  WedaMday  laatj 
ia  ihn  foilowiog  words:  ' 

Rmohedrbv  the  Senate  dnd  Hduee  ofRepretenieh 
Hmb  of  ike  Umttd  StaUe  of  Amerieat  in  Congreee 
OMoemkUd^  hsihikirdi  0/  both  Aouoee  emeurnng.  That 
the  ibUowtngf  Baetion  be  rabmitted  t^the  Legitlatores 
of  the  ieverml  Btatet ;  which,  when  ntMed  bj  the  Le* 
gulataraa  of  thrJM-iboTths  of  the  States,  shall  he  vaHd 
and  binding  as  a  part  erf  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States: 

'*Thtf  lodges  of  the  Soprsme  Court  and  inferior 
eoorta,  may  1^  removed  firom  office  by  the  Joint  address 
of  the  Senataalid  Honae  (tf  Representativas  of  the 
Unitod  Slates." 

Mr.  W.  wished  it  considered  barely  with  a 
-view  to  a  reference  to  a  Gommitlee  of  the  Whole, 
and  to  make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  some  dis- 
UDt  day. 

The  iloase  refused  to  consider  the  lesoliuion } 
53  to  38. 

AMERICAN  NAVIGATION. 

Mr.  Nbwtos,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce  and  MaDufactares^  to  whom  was  referred 
so  much  of  the  Massage  of  the  President  of  the 
United  State.<$  as  relates  to  the  oaTigatioa  of  tbe 
United  States,  reported  the  following  bill : 

A  Bill  to  secnre  to  vessels  of  the  United  States  an 
eqnal  sdvantage  in  exporting  articles,  the  growth 
or  predace  of  the  United  States,  to  foreign  ports, 
and  for  other  pnrposes. 

Be  it  enmetedy  4«*.  That,  from  snd  after  the 

day  of  ■        next,  1811,  the  exjportation  of  any  article, ' 


the  growth  or  produce  of  the  United  States,  ihaU  be, 
and  is  hereby  prohibited  in  Ships  or  Tessels  of  any 
natUm,  whose  laws  impose  on  articles,  the  growth  or 
prednee  <>f  the  United  States,  higher  duties,  when  car- 
ried in  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  the  porti  of  such 
nation,  than  are  imposed  on  the  same  artieles  when 
earned  in  vessek  of  iodi  nationto  ita  own  ports< 

Sac.  S.  And  he  it  fiMhet  tnaetedf  That  any  ship 
or  vessel  takisg  on  beard».ar  atlsmptiog  to  eiport  any 
artiole,  the  growth  or  produce  of  the  Untied  States, 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  ael,  such  ship  or  vee- 
seU  together  With  her  eaigo,  shall  be  forfattedy  and 
every  peiaoB  concerned  or  aiding  in  the  violatioa  of 
this  act  sliall,  severally,  be  subjected  to  a  penalty  not 
ezcesdf^g  — — -  doHarst  nor  Issi  than  '^-—  dollars. 

Sac.  3,  ^flid  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  aU  fines, 
penalties,  and  foiieitares,.  recovered  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  slMlly  after  deducting  all  pn>per  costs  and  charges, 
bs  disposed  of  as  follows;  one  moiety  ihall  be  for  the 
use  of  the  United  States,  and  be  paid  into  the  Treas- 
uiy  hereof,  by  the  coRedOr  receiving  the  same ;  the 
other  moiety  shall  be  divided  between*  and  paid  in 
equaJ  proportions  to  the  collector  snd  naval  officer  of 
the  district,  surveyor  of  the  port,  and  Inspectors, 
wherein  the  same  shaU  have  been  ineuiied,  or  to  such 
of  the  said  oAcers  as  there  may  be  in  the  distiict ; 
and  in  districts  where  only  one  of  the  afoieiaid  officars 
tfaail  have  been  established^  the  said  money  shaU  be 


given  to  such  oflleer :  BroMed,  neoerthekee^  That  ih 
aU  cases  where  sudi  penalties,  fines,  and  ftnrfoituresy 
shall  be  recovered  in  pursuance  of  information  gt'vsB 
to  each  collector  by  auy  person  other  than  the  naval 
oflBcer  or.  surveyor  of  the  district,  the  one-hslf  of  sn^ 
Imoiety  shall  be  given  to  such  infbrmer,  aad  the  remain- 
der  thereof  shaU  be  disposed  of  betwe«a  the  collector^ 
naval  officer*  surveyor,  or  surveyors  and  inspectoiSy 
in  manner  aforesaid  \  Provided,  ako^  That  where  any 
fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties  incurred  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  are  recovered  in  consequence  of  any  infonnik 
tion  given  by  any  officer  of  a  revenue  cutter,  they 
shall,  afler.deducting  all  proper  costs  and  disrges,  be 
disposed  of  as  foHows:  one-fourth  shall  be  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  ai|d  psld  into  the  Treasury 
thereof  in  manner  as  beibve  diraeied ;  oae^burth  part 
ibr  the  eOesra  of  the  customs,  lo  bie  distributed  aa 
lisr^iabefore  set  forth ;  and  the  ren^ninder  thereof  16 
iha  offieen  of  such  eatter*  to  be  divided  among  them 
agreeably  la  their  -pay  t  And  4>romded  kkeaneer  Tlial 
whenever  a  seisure,  €ondemnmon»  and  sale  of  goojsb 
waie^  or  merehandise,  shall  lake  plaoe  within  the 
United  Stalest  and  the  value  thereof  shall  be  less  tbsa 
two  hundred  and  filly  dollars,  that  part  of  the  forfeii> 
.ure  which  accrues  to  the  United  States,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  shall  be  appHed  to  the 
payment  of  the  cost  of  prosecution :  Anatt  is  further 
ptintidedf  That  if  any  officer,-  or  other  peraon  entitled 
to  a  part  or  share  of  any  of  die  fines,  penaltiest  or  for- 
feitures, incurred  in  virtue  of  this  act,  thall  be  neces- 
sary as  a  witness  on  the  trial  for  such  fine,  penalty,  or 
forfeiture,  such  effieer,  or  other  person,  may  be  a  wit- 
ness upon  the  said  trial:  but,  in  auch  a  case,  he  shall 
net  receive  or  be  entitled  to  any  part  or  share  of  the 
said  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  and  the  part  or  share 
to  whisb  he  otherwise  would  hav/s  been  entitled  shaU 
revert  to  the  United  Sthtes. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaetedi  That  when  any 
nation  shsll  lapeal  ail  statutes  imposing  proinbitions, 
or  laying  countervailing  duties  on  importations  into, 
or  axpertations  from,  the  ports  of  such  .nation,  of  any 
article  of  merchandise  whatsoever,  in  ships  or  tesselsof . 
the  United  States,  on  satisfactory  proof  being  given  to 
the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  of  the  repesl  of 
such  laws,  ail  acts  of  the  United  Ststes  which  prohibit 
eiportations  firom,  ot  lay  countervailing  duties  on,  im- 
portations into  the  ports  of  the  United  States  of  anv 
article  of  merchandise  whatsoever  m  vessels  of  oaek 
nation,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

The  boll  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 
MISSISSIPPI  TEHRITOEY. 


The  Rouse  resolTed  itself  into  a  Committeo 
of  the  Wbble,  on  the  report  of  the  select  oom** 
mittee  in  favor  of  admitting  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory into  the  Union  on  an  equal  fooling  with 
the  original  States. 

A  desultory  debate  of  two  or  three  hovra  took 
place  on  i&e  resohition* 

Messrs.  Poindbxter,  Jo«N80n,  QaOLaoN,  Mc* 
KiM,  SBarFBY,  Holland,  and  Wriobt,  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  resolution,  and  Messrs.  Bacon,  Phn 
KIN,  AuiNCT,  BiOBLOw,  and  Blaisdell,  against 
it.  The  arguments  Ip  favor  of  its  passage  were, 
among  others,  that  the  Territory  could,  when 
possessing  a*  population  of  60,000,  claim  admis- 
sion as  a  right;  that  it  now  contained  probably 
45,000,  and  wouldj  more  than  probablyi  before  a 
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Repref«entative  could  .be  elected  under  the  new 
Cooatitut ion,  contain  full  60,000  iouU ;  that,  after 
admitting  Orleans  to  the  rank  of  a  State,  with  a 
•minor  population^  at  the  present  session,  it  would 
be  the  height  of  iti justice  to  refuse  the  san^e  priv- 
ilege to  Mississippi,  which  had  been  so  much 
longer  a  part  of  the  united  territory,  and  against 
the  admission  of  whieh  into  the  Union  none  of 
the  Constitutional  objections  had  weight  which 
had  been  urged  against  the  admission  of  Orleans. 
The  opponents  of  the  resolution  argued  that 
some  respect  was  due  to  the  feelings,  however 

Sounded,  of  the  Eastern  States,  -in  relation  to 
e  creation  of  new  States  on  the  Western  wa- 
ters ;  that  the  admission  of  one  State  during  a 
session  was  sufficient  {  if  two  -were  admitted  in- 
to the  Union  in  the  course  of  three  mot>ths^  the 
people  of  the  Eastern  Slates  would  be  jostff 
alarmed  at  thedimioutton  of  their  rehitive  weight 
in  the  scale  of  the  Union  $  that,  since  it  was  ac- 
knowledged the  new  State  could  not  be  repre- 
sented before  the  tlrirteenth  Congress,  there  could 
be  no  occasion  for  pressing  this  subject  so  ur- 
gentl V  at  this  time.  Why  not,  it  was  asked,  wait 
for  the  actual  census  or  the  Territory?  The 
Ter^  solicitude  which  was  manifested  to  get  this 
subject  through  Congress,  it  was  said,  showed 
there  was  something  wron^,  and  was  a  strong 
argument  against  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  itgreed  to  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole— ayes  62. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Pitkin  mored  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  indefinitely.-^Motton 
lost — yeas  45,  nays  69. 

Sereral  unsuccessful  motions  were  made  to  ad- 
journ, and  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table,  in  order 
to  read  a  Message  which  had  been  presented  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  agreement 
to  the  said  resolution,  and  resolved  in  the  affirm- 
,ative — yeas  68,  nays  47,  as  follows : 

TxAS— Lamnel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston.  jnn.«  WU- 
liam  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Basselt,  WUltam 
W.  Bibb,  Bobert  Brown,  WiiUsm  A.  Burwell,  WU- 
lism  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoan,  Langdon  Chevea,  Mift- 
thew  Clsy,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  John 
Bawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Find- 
ley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Gideon  Uardner,  David  8. 
Oarland,  Thomas  GboUon,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Daniel 
Heister,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Huffy, 
Ridiaid  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Ken- 
nedy, John  Love,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Maoen,  6am- 
net  MeKee,  Alexander  McKim,  William  MeKinley, 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Samuel  L.  Mitdiill,  John  Mont- 
|«Mnery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Thomas  New^n,  John  Nicholson,  John  Por- 
ter, John  Res  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennes- 
see, Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane, 
Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Samuel 
Shaw,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Dennis  Smelt*  John  Smilie, 
Geo.  Smith,  John  Smitb,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  South- 
ard, George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert 
Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  Robert 
Witherapoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 


NsTs^lowph  Allen,  Bxekiel  Baeon,  Abi|ak  Bigo- 
low,  Daniely  BhuadeU,  James  Breckeniidge,  Jeha  C. 
Chamberlain,  Wm.  Ghamberlin,  Epa{ibioditas  Cham- 
pion, Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Wil&sss 
£ly,  James  Emott,  Jonatiian  Fisk,  Barent  Gardeakr, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold«  William  Hak, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jonathan  H.  Kahbaid,  EbeacMr 
Hnntingten,  Ricfaaid  Jackaon,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Btif  Livingston^  Vinceat 
Matthews,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley,  Gor^ 
don  S.  Momibrdv  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjanua  PiduaaBv 
jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr..  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qaincy, 
Thomas  Sammons,  John  A.  Scudder,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, John  Stanley*  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Suu- 
gta,  Jaeob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Uri  Trai^,  Nich- 
olas Van  Dyke,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Labaa 
Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

Ordered,  Thctt  Mr.  Poindbxter,  Mr.  McKim, 
Mr.  Hoprr,  Mr.  Anobasoic.  Mr*-  Stvbocs,  Mi. 
Va.k  RBMBSBLABB^and  Mr.  Cloitom,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  a  bill,  pursuant  to  the  said  rcaolatioa. 

Fbidat,  February  1. 

A  motion  waa  made,  by  Mr.  GABDBiriEK,  that 
the  House  do  now  adjoarn  ;  and  the  question 
thereon  being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
Btive — yeas  9,  nays  59. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
making  eompensauoq  to  John  Eugene  Leitxen- 
^orfer,  for  services  rendered  the  United  States  ia 
the  war  with  Tripoli/'  was  read  twice,  and  coai- 
mitted  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  following  Message  was  received  Irom  the 

PRESIOENT  OF  THE  UnITCO  StaTEB: 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  - 
I  transmit  to  the  Hoase  of  Representatives  a  report 

of  the  Secretary  of  War,  complying  with  their  resoln- 

tion  of  the  SIst  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Jakoabt  31,  1811. 

The  Message  having  been  read,  was  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  on  that  part  of  the  Pre- 
sident's Message,  of  the  5th  of  Deeember,  which 
relates  to  the  laad  forees  aad  fortifioattoaa  of  the 
United  Siatea. 

Mr.  Root,  from  the  Comoaittee  of  Claiatis,  madt 
a  report  on  tne  petition  of  Hopley  Yeaton,  referred 
on  the  11th  December  last>  which  was  r«a<i,  and 
the  resolotioQ  therein  contained  coneurred  ia  by 
the  House,  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioner  ^  prays  ^at  provision  may  be 
made  Ibr  his  support  for  the  few  remaining  days  of  his 
life,"  in  consideration  of  his  servieea  in  the  ^vointieo, 
and,  since  that  time,  in  the  command  of  a  revenne 
cutter.  His  age  and  inftrmities  are  urged  in  support 
of  his  daim.  The  committee  can  discover  no  right  in 
Congress  to  grant  as  mere  graCntties  the  money  of  the 
nation  to  any  individual,  however  meritorions  his  con- 
duct might  hsve  been.  They  therefore  recommend 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  hw  petition. 

Hesolvedj  That  the  petitioner  hare  leave  to  with- 
draw  his  petition. 

PAY  OP  OFFICSR8  OF  THB  HKYY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassctt  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  fol- 
lowing bill : 
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A  Bill  in  nialioa  to  the  iMnsioot  Mid  ntiMif  of  the 

offioots  of  the  Mevy. 

**  Be  it  enaefed  4«.,  That  the  officers  of  the  Nbtj, 
when  not  in  aetoel  eerrice,  ■hall  recetve  the  rations 
allowed  by  hiw,  except  when  furlbughed  for  a  definite 
period  of  time,  with  penniasion  to  leoTe  the  United 
States. 

Stc.  3.  And  beii  fuHker  enaeied.  That  maelen 
eoDmandanty  whilel  commaadinff  any  of  the  ▼eeaela  of 
ths  United  States,  ehali  be  entitled  to  receiTo  one  ra«> 
tioo  in  addition  to  these  n^w  allowed  by  law. 

Sic.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  midship- 
nen  shall  be  allowed  two  rations  instead  of  one  as 
heretofore. 

Sftc.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  offi- 
cer of  the  Navy  shall  die  by  reason  of  a  wound  receiv- 
ed  in  the  Gne  of  his  doty,  leaving  a  wfdow,  or  if  no 
widow,  a  child  or  children  under  sixteen  years  of  age, 
sQch  widow,  or  if  no  widow,  each  child  or  children, 
ihslt  be  entitled  to  receive  half  the  monthly  pay,  to 
which  the  deceased  tree  entitled  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  or  at  the  time  of  receiving  the  wound  i  which 
attowance  shall  oontinue  ibr  and  during  the  term  of 
fite  years.  But  in  eaae  of  the  death  or  intermarriage 
of  sttdi  widow  before  the  expiration  of  the*  said  term 
ef  five  years,  the  half  pay  finr  the  remainder  of  the  term 
ihsU  go  to  the  ehUd  or  childrea  of  the«aid  deceased 
officsr:  Pttmidedj  That  such  half  pay  shall  cease  on 
the  death  of  onoh  chiM  or  children;  «nd  the  money 
rs^oiiedfor  thia  purpoee  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Navy 
poDHOB  fund,  mdu  the  direotioA,  of  the  commissioners 
of  that  fund."     . 

Adestthory  cooTerBacioQ  took  place  io  relation 
to  the  provisions  of  oxitting  lawa^on  this  tubr 
ject.  dee; 

'  Mr.  Baoon,  who  with  othora  WMof  opinion, 
thai  the  emolumeAts  of  officers  of  the  Navy 
were  already  amply  sufficleot,  aa  evinced  b)r  lite 
numerous  appUcatiOQs  for'any  Taeancy  occurring 
io  the  naval  aervlet,  moved  to.atrike  oat  the  fir«t 
tectioB  of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  make  a  aiaailar 
Biotioo  fucceaaively  in  reiatioa  to  every  aeclioo 
of  the  bill.   . 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Measra.  BAaraTT, 
WiiiaBT,aod  MiTOHiiui^ot  the  groonda  of  the 
pecoikrity  of  the  seaman's  aituattoo,  hia  babtta 
Q&fittiog  him  from  obtaiaiiig  a  lirelifaood  by  any 
other  avoeation^  dbo. 

The  motion  to  atriko  out  the  firat  aeetioa  waa 
carried,  58  to  85, 

Mr.  Bao({m  then  moved  to  strike  ottt  jlhe  dd 
aad  3d  aeelioiK — Carried. 
.  Mr.SMiLiE  moved  to  strike  out  the  fourth  sec- 
tioo  of  the  bill,  not  beoattse  he  objected  to  it  io 
prineiple^but  becaaee  it  was  conOoed  to  ^cere, 
ud  did  not  propose  to  eztead  the  benefit  to  sea- 
men. 

Mr.  Basbbtt opposed  the  motion,  and  sunported 
ine  section  on  the  ground  that  it  propoeea  to  ex- 
teud  to  the  officers  of  the  Navy  the  same  privileges 
that  were  extended  to  those  of  the  Army.  If  the 
"^ioB  waa  not  aafficiently  comprehensiTe,  it 
was  competent  to  any  gentleman  to  propose 
•meadmeota  withoot  deatroying  tha  section  al- 
towMher. 

Mr,  PiexiiANand  other  gefttiemea  opposed  the 
mouoo.      .  .  . 


The  motion  to  attikeout  the  4ih  aection  was 
negatived. 

MK  MiTCttTLL  and  Mr.  Rbea  successively 
made  motions  to  tnake  the  pensions  dbc,  payable 
out  of  the  Treasury,  under  the 'discretion  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  instead  of  out  of  the  Navy 
pension  fond.  These  motions  having  failed  of 
success- 
Mr.  MiTCHiLL  then  renewed  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  fourth  section  of  the  biH ;  which  was  car- 
ried, 38  to  34. 

The  Committee  then  ro.^and  reported  that  they  . 
had  stricken  out  all  the  sections  of  the  bill. 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  question  being  about  to  be  taken  on  con- 
curring ^\th  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in 
striking  out  the  three  first  sections,  so  as  to  take 
the  qoestioa  separately  on  striking  out  the  4th 
section — 

# 

Mr.  W.  Alston  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  indefinitely. 

The  question  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays ; 
when  there  were  for  indefinite  postponement  60. 
against  it  53,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Lomnel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  joa.,  Eae- 
kifil  Bacon,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butter,  Joseph 
Calhoun,  Bpaphroditua  Champion,  Matthew  Clay, 
James  Cochran,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Davenport,  jun., 
Joseph  Desha,  William  Bly,  William  Findley,  Meshack 
Franklin,  BarzBlai  Oannett,  David,  8.  Garland,  Peter- 
son Goodwyn,  Edwin  Oray,  Daniel  Ueister,  Jaroea 
Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William 
Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Samuel  Mc- 
Kee,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Timothy  Pitkin,  inn.,  John  Porter,  John  Rea 
of  PetonsylTania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias 
Ridiards,  John  Roane,  Braatns  Root,  Bbeneser  Siage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A .  Bowlder, 
Bbeneier  Beaver,  Adam  Beybert,  Samuel  Bhaw,  John 
Bmitte,  Qeoige  Bmilh,  SaoMel  Smith,  Henry  South- 
ard* Richard  Stanford,  Jaoob  Bwoope,  Samuel  Tag- 
gari,  John  Thompson,  George  M.  Troup,  Chariea 
Turner,  jun.,  Robert  Weakley,.  Laban  Wheaton,  and 
Robert  WhitehilU 

-  NATs-^-Joseph  Allen,  William  Anderson,  Burwell 
Bassett,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
Camp^ll,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Charoberw 
lin,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  William 
Crawford,  James  Emott,  Barent  Gardenier,  Charles 
Goldsborough,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
William  Helms,  Ebenczer  Huntington,  Richard  Jack- 
son, jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas ' 
Kenan,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liv- 
ingston, John  Love,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  Mc- 
Bryde,  Alexander  McKim,  William  McKinley,  Pleasant 
M.  Miller,  William  Mitnor,  Samuel  L.  MitchiU,  John 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Gordon  8.  Mnmfbrd,  Thomai  Newton,  Benjamin  Pick- 
man,  junior,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Daniel 
Bheffey,  Dennie  Smeh,  John  Smith,  John  Stanley, 
Jamea  Stephenaon,  Lewis  B.  Btaiges,  Uri  Tra^, 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K. 
Van  RenaeeUMT^  Evekiel  Whitman, .  Robert  Wither- 
spooB,  and  Robert  Wright. 

So  the  bill  was  indeftoitely  postponed. 
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Satubdat,  Febnmry  2. 

.  A  motioD  was  made  by  Mr.  Gabi>eiiieh,  that 
the  HoQse  4o  now  adj.oarD ;  and  the  questioiv.be- 
ioff  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
atire^'-yeas  20/ nays  63. 

Mr.  Raitoolph,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  several  bills  from  the  Senate  to 
incorporate  the  Bank  of  Potomac  \  to  incorporate 
the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria^  to  incorporate, 
the  Bank  of  Washington;  and  to  incorporate  the 
Union  Bank  of  Georgetown ;  reported,  in  part, 
the  agreement  of  the  committee  to. the  firslrmen- 
tHwed  bill,  with  am^dments. 

Cq>f  MERCIAL  INTBRCOURSE. 

Mr.  Bi»PEB  moved  to  dischaive  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whfi4e  from  the  further  considermtion 
of  the  bill  supplemehury  to  the  act  coa^eming 
commerce,  dec,  for  the  purpose  of  cecommitting 
the  bill  to  the  committee  who  reported  ii. 

Mr.  GoLDBBOBOHQB  wished  the  gentleman  to 
state  ihe  reasons  which  urged  him  to  move  a  re- 
commitment of  the  bill.  ,It  was  usual,  in  such 
cases  10  state  the  grounds  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Bppeb  said  he  had  no  objection  to  state  the 
reasons  which  operated  with  him.  The  bill  con- 
tained various  provisfoQs  respecting  enforcing 
the  law  of  May  last.  The  non-interconrse  went 
into  operatioti  to-day.  It  bad  been  considered  by 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  that,  in  the 
present  aspect  of  our  affairs,  it  would  be  better  to 
provide  for  the  relief  of  our  own  citizens,  and 
suspend  the  passage  of  the  law  fjr  enforcing  the 
non-intercourse,  until  the  doubts  ^anfi;ine  over 
our  foreign  relations  were  dissipated.  Under 
these  Impressions,  the  Committee  had  thought  it 
proper  tbat  A  distinct  bill  should  be  reported,  ]^o 
admit  to  entry  all  f  esaels  sailing  from  QreaiBritp 
ain  after  the  second  of  February. 

Mr.  RANDOLFfi  wished  to  know  wketber  it  was 
in  order  to  nM.ke  a  ovotion  amendatory  of  the 
motion  for  I'ecommitment  ? 

The  Speakeb  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  RAftDOi^pB  said  be  had  attended  the  House 
with  great  anxiety  yesterday,  with  a  Tit>w  to 
make  the  motion  which  he  wasnow  abotit  to  stib- 
initas  an  amendment  to  that  under  eonsideration, 
but  could  not  procure  the  door.  The  anrcnd- 
ment  which  he  wished  to  propose,  Mr.  R.  said, 
was  one  which  he  should  nave  wished  \o  have 
offered  in  the  shape  of  a  separate  resolution,  and 
which  he  came  oowh  to  the  House  to-day  pre- 
pared to  offer.  He  should  make  but  few  prefa- 
tory remarks  on  this  subject.  Time  was  short ; 
was  precious ;  and,^above  all,  he  should  wish  the 
House  to  act  with  promptitude,  in  whatsoever 
manner  it  might  d^ide  on  this  questioa.  It  would 
be  remembered— and,  really,  nothing  was  farther 
from  bis  wish,  nothing  was  farther  from  his  pol- 
icy, than  a  desire  to  create  an  ira pleasant  sensac- 
tion  or  reflection  in  the  mind  of  any  member  of 
this  House — it  would  be  recollected,  he  said,  that 
we  had  made  a  sort  of  retreat  from  the  embargo 
to  the  non-intercourse  law.  Among  the  objec- 
tions  which  then  suggested  themselves  to  the 


friends  •»  w«U  as  the  -oppoMBia  of  tlmt  kw^  the 
ingenious  one  which  has  been  takeo  in  Fraaee 
never  once  acearred ;  it  was  not  contended,  he 
oelieved,  ih^  it  would  give  to  that  OoreraiaeiU 
a  pie»  for  heavy  retaliation  oa  u«.    Saeli,  haw- 
eTer,  was  the  fact.    The  sequestrations  and  con- 
fiscations of  American  property  in  Praoee,  have 
been  made  avovaedl^  is  retaltatioB  of  the  non-ia- 
'tercoiifse  tawnamber  one.    From  that  kw,  how 
erer,  wa  eseaptfd  to  another  position^  changed  o«r 
front,  and  took  post  on  the  act  (be  forgot  the  ririe 
of  it)  concerning  commercial  inlereotirse,  ^.'— »  . 
the  act  of  last  session.    And  now,  Mr.  R.  said,  it 
seemed  they  were  to  have  a  modification  ^  that. 
In  some  parts  it  was  to  be  pared  away,  weakened, 
like  some  parts  of  this  buildings  in  others  bot- 
tressed  and  supported,  no  matter  at  what  expense 
of  public  . prosperity  or  happiness;  one-half  the 
building  in  a  state  of  magnificent  repair,  the 
other  leaky,  and  unfit  for  the  raaiiieflce  of  hamaa 
beiags. 

Nothing  wae  forthet  fsom  his  iwiah,  Mr«  R. 
said,  than  to  enter  iate  a  detailed  expoaitioa  of 
oar  foreigo  rektioaa,  hat  h^.ashM  aH  aidaapf  the 
House  to  lay- their  hands  ea  their  hearts.aBd  ask 
theanelv«s  what  benefits  bad  accroed  frotn  the 
aon  iiMereoarse  kw  No  1,-  aad  that  of  laaa  aoi* 
siOQy  No.  2 1  Why  4id  they  continue  oo  the  stat- 
ute book  those  acts  t  Why  were  these  measares, 
totally  Imbecile  as  relates  to  foreign  Powers,  alto- 
gether inadequate  as  to  coercion  on  them,  saftrtfd 
to  remain  in  existence  t  Let  me  dtaW  a  short 
picture,  said  Mr.  R.  Let  as  suppose  a  Liver pocd 
ship,  contaiqing  the  cotton  and  tobacco  of  the 
Southern  States,  artiviag  in  Bagknd,  was  eon- 
ftseated,  and  the  proeetids  paid  into  the  British 
Bx^heqoer  on  the  flea  of  retaliatioa  to  that  nea- 
intefcoorse  kw,  which  unquestionably  did  affeat 
€keat  Britain  aa  maoh  as  it  did  France.  Let  as 
suppose,  in  conseqaenee  of  the  passage  of  the  kw 
raktiw  to  oominereial  inteivoarae,  the  Maiqais 
WelleSey  Writes  to  Mr.  Pinkney  a  v«ry  polite 
note,  iaformifig  him  thatiaasnioeh  9tAw%  ara  dis- 
posed to  withdraw  aor  measure,  so  hostile,  the 
edicts  under  which  oar  property  had  been  saqaea- 
tered  should  besnapeaded  eoodKiooaHy ;  that  Mr. 
Pinkney,  in  rejoinder,  writes  a  very  etvil  ante  ta 
know  what  iato  be  dona  with  the  moaey,  tha  pro- 
ceeds of  sequestered  American  cargoes  t<ieked  vp 
ia  the  Treasunr  vanity  aad,  that  the  Marquis 
should  renly.  Why,  as  to  that  affiiin  tha  prkcipks 
of  reprisal  will  govern  it.  I  ariti  say  oothmgof  the 
seamen  lying  in  the  dnagaons  of  Franoe ;  not  that 
I  feel  less  for  tiie  rights  of  man  than  for  tha  riches 
of  property,  but  beaause  that  sulgeet  does  not  w^ 
pear  to  have  been  touched  in  the  notes  from  oar 
Kfinister  to  the  Minister  of  France ;  or,  if  squinted 
at,  not  deigned  to  be  noticed  by  that  Minister  ih 
reply.  The  President  of  the  Unitad  States,  wd 
Mr.  R.jXcontinaing  his  hypothesis,)  on  the  day 
on  whieh  the  promissory  note  baeones  payable, 
issoes  a  proclamation  in  which  he  eoilpends  this 
act  respecting  eolnmercial  interaoarse.  I  will 
suppose  that,  on  the  first  of  January,  a  vessel 
leaves  Liverpool  oooveyiag  a  aote  from  Mr«  Pink- 
ney, from  our  Consai,  Mr.  Maitry,  from  any  ageat, 
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howefer  low  id  tiw  diplamatie  scale,  ttatiBff  tbat 
all  the  Teasels  on  which  these  decrees  couTd  op- 
erate had  been  pat  in  a  state  of  sequestration,  (say 
on  the  8ih  of  D^emher,)  would  it  be  possible  for 
us,  however  well  disposed,  to  ^loss  o^er  this  rile 
conduct ;  to  believe  that  official  advice  had  not 
been  received  at  London  in  time  for  an  order  to 
arrive  theoce  before '  the  first  of  January  7  But, 
in  the  ease  in  question,  our  agent  did  not  reside 
at  a  distant  port,  hot  at  Paris;  so  that  there  was 
an  interval  between  the  8th 'of. December  and 
Isi  of  January,  in  which  to  send  an  order  for  the 
release  of  those  vessels  to  Bordeaux.  I  will  sup- 
pose, in  addition  to  all  this,  that  an  American  fri- 
gate, attemptioff  to  enter  the  ports  of  Great  Brit- 
aia,  when  in  this  act  of  amity,  is  treated  with 
indignity,  and  compelled  to  perform  quaranilne. 
I  asK  you,  sir,  if  the  proceeds  of  the  cotton  and 
tobacco  of  the  Southern  planters,  instead  of  being 
deposited  in  their  pockets,  was  locked  up  in  the 
British  Treasury,  and  they  were  told  that  it  was 
a  retaliatory  measure,  and  must  be  settled  by  the 
law  of  reprisal—I  ask  whether  we  should  not 
have  war  against  that  country  in  four  and  twenty 
hours?    Unquestionably  we  would. 

But,  Mr.  R.  said,  his  object  was  not  to  make 
war.  His  experience  of  the  temper  of  the  House, 
however  strongly  his  inclination  might  be  that 
way,  had  certainly  operated  a  preventive  cure 
upon  any  disposition  be  might  find  within  him* 
ttelf  to  turn  knight  errant.  All  he  would  wish 
to  press  upon  the  House  was,  the  proprietv  of 
relieving  the  President  of  the  United  States  rrom 
the  dilemma  in  which  he  must  now  stand,  in 
consequence  of  his  proclamation,  by  an  imm^i- 
ate  repeal  of  that  law  of  commercial  intercourse 
to  which  this  new  •  bill  from  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  is  supplementary*  Mr.  R., 
therefore,  moved,  by  way  of  amendment,  that 
the  Committee  ot  Foreign  Relations  be  instruct* 
ed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  bill  respecting 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  Qreat  Britain  and  France,  and  their  depend- 
encies. I  make  yoo  this  motion,  said  Mr.  R.,  and, 
for  Qod^i  sake,  let  us  once  more  have  clear  stays. 

Mr,  Erria  said  it  was  not  his  intention  on  the 
present  occasion  to  take  a  tedious  view  of  our 
Foreign  Relations.  It  was  sufficient  for  him  to 
observe  that  the  Bxeootire  had  complied  with  the 
law  of  last  session ;  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
Decreet  having  been  withdrawn,  and  these  being 
the  only  decrees  "  violating  the  neutral  commerce 
of  the  United  Sutes,''  in  consequence  of  that 
withdrawal,  the  President  had  issued  the  procla- 
mation required  by  law.  With  regard  to  the  in- 
juries we  had  received  from  each  belligerent,  Mr. 
B.  said,  he  would  not  pass  through  the  chapter  of 
wrongs.  On  an  occasion  similar  to  that  given 
by  France,  a  similar  arrangement  was  entered 
into  with  Gkeat  Britain,  carried  into  effect,  and 
communication  restored  with  her.  What  had 
been  then  oor  situation?  Had  our  wrongs  been 
rcdresBcd  1  Had  they  not  spoliated  our  com- 
merce, impressed  our  seamen,  and  heaped  upon 
the  nation  every  wrong  which  insolence  and 
power  combined  could  produce?  Yet,  in  that 
1 1th  Con.  3d  Sess.— ie8 


arrangement,  these  iiuoti^  were  leA  for  future 
adjustment,  sad  the  agreement  under  (he  law  in 
that  case,  as  in  the  present,  was  considered  a  mere 
arrangement  for  the  purposes  of  commerce.    No 
man  felt  more  sensibly  than  Mr.  E.  as  to  the  se- 
questrations of  France ;  no  man  would  go  farther 
to  obtain  justice  than  himself.    But^  in  the  pres- 
ent posture  of  the  affairs  of  this  country,  he  could 
not  consent  to  do  an  act  which  would  go  to  vio- 
late the  faith  of  this  nation,  pledged  under  the 
sanction  of  Legislative  authority.    The  proposi- 
tion was  distinctly  made  in  the  law,  was  accepted 
by  one  belligerent,  the  evidence  furnished,  as  re- 
quired by  our  own  law,  of  the  revocation  of  her 
decrees;  and  now.  when  they  did  not  know  of 
a  single  case  on  wnieh  the  decrees  had  since  op- 
erated, be  was  not.  disposed  to  annul  the  whole 
proceeding.    Gentlemen  would  recollect  that  the 
arrangement  had  been  made  in  August,  and  from 
that  time  until  the  arrival  of  the  Essex,  no  cir- 
cumstance had  occurred  to  give  to  France  a  cer- 
tainty that  the  United  States  bad  complied  with 
the  engagements  into  which  they  had  entered. 
The  case  of  the  vessel  seized  at  Bordeaux  was 
not  that  of  a  vessel  from  the  United  States,  but 
from  Gibraltar.    It  was  not  known  of  what  her 
car^o  was  composedj  or  what  the  circumstances 
which  induced  her  seizure.    These  circumstances 
were  all  unknown;  and,  although  as  an  Individ^ 
ual,  said  Mr.  E.,  I  am  not  disposed  at  the  present 
moment,  until  I  know  certainly  that  they  are 
withdrawn,  to  take  measures  to  enforce  the  non* 
intercourse  act,  before  I  vote  for  its  repeal,  I 
must  possess  unequivocal  evidence  that  France 
has  violated  the  faith  pledged  to  this  nation.      ^ 
The  arrangement  with  France  stands  preciself 
on  the  same  footing  as  with  Great  Britain.    In 
both  cases  the  Executive  accepted  the  faith  of 
the  nation,  pledged  through  their  Minister ;  and 
if  it  should  turn  out  that  we  have  been  deceived 
by  both,  it  will  prove  that  there  has  been  always 
on  the  part  of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
a  sincere  disposition  to  have  peace  with  these 
nations.    On  the  subject  of  the  spoliations  on 
commerce  by  France,  and  her  seizures  and  con- 
fiscations, it  would  be  found  that  in  every  letter 
addressee!  by  our  Minister  to  that  Government 
the  restoration  of  that  property  was  considered 
as  making  an  essential'  part  of  the  arrangement. 
The  circumstance  of  (he  Minister  being  obliged 
to  return  from  France,  at  a  period  perhaps  rather 
unfavorable,  might  have  prevented  that  part  of 
the  arrangement  from  receiving  that   decided 
character  which  it  ought  to  possess.    Mr.  E.  said 
his  colleague  was  mistaken  as  to  the  alleged  cause 
of  the  seizures  in  France ;  it  was  not  a  retaliation 
for  the  non- intercourse  law,  but  for  the  supposed 
seizure  of  property  in  American  ports,    ne  be- 
lieved, that  It  was  a  fact  that  no  such  seizure  of  pro- 
perty had  taken  place;  and  if  the  law  of  reprisal 
was  to  govern  in  this  case,  if  any  thing  like  justice 
could  be  relied  on  from  France,  the  property 
would  be  promptly  restored.    Mr.  E.  concluded 
by  suggesting  to  his  colleague  the  propriety  of  of* 
fering  his  proposition  separately  from  the  present 
motion.    There  were  considerations  which  ought 
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to  induce  the  House  immediately  \o  pass  regula- 1  ourselves.    We  have  been  aggrieved  by  the  tvo 


tioDs  for  the  relief  of  our  own  citizenst 
Mr.  Randolph  said  it  would  give  him  great 

fjeasure  to  comply  with  the  rei^uest  of  his  col- 
eague,  were  it  not  for  the  circumstaDce  that  this 
non-importation  went  into  operation  to-day.    The 
truth  was,  if  there  were  to  be  in  point  of  fact  any 
operation  at'all;  if  the  medicine  wera  to  work; 
it  it  were  to  have  any  practical  effect,  he  would 
let  it  pass.    But  although  in  point  of  fact  it  would 
do  the  belligerents  no  harm,  and  unquestionably 
do  us  no  good,  it  would  be  made  an  engine  for 
sinking  t&  value  of  the  property  of  his  constitu- 
ents.   Mr.  R.  said  be  was  opposed  to  tbi^  sort  of 
legislative  quackery ;  it  went  to  the  impairing 
our  own  Constitution — to  injuring  our  own  h^lth, 
without  affecting  our  enemies.    He  thought  t^e 
gentleman  had  stated  that  there  had  been  no  case 
m  which  the^Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  had  been 
applied  to  our  property. since  the  1st  of  November* 
Jo  the  name  of  common  sense,  said  Mr.  R^  of 
what  consequence  is  it  to  us,  if  we  are  plundered 
and  robbed^bether  it  be  under  one  decree  or 
another  I    Will  the  gentleman  say  that  there  is 
no  case  in  which  our  property  has  been  robbed, 
and  the  proceeds  put  in  the  French  treasurv  %    It 
is  of  no  matter  or  consequence  to  us.  whether  we 
are  murdered  and  robbed  on  the  bignway,  or  the 
^rights  of  hospitality  be  disregarded  and  vre  mur- 
dered in  our  beds  under  the  protection  of  our 
host*    As  relates  to  us,  the  question  is  altogether 
immaterial.    There  is  a  deeper  die  of  depravity^ 
in  one  case  than  in  the  other,  as  relates  lathe  ot-' 
ifender— not  a  shade  of  difference  as  relates  to  the 
party. offended.    It  seems,  sir,  that  we  attend  so 
much  of  late  to  mode  ana  so  little  to  substance, 
that  if  we  are  not  robbed  and  plundered  after  this 
particular  manner,  we  may  be  robbed  and  nlun* 
dered  to  our  heart's  content  after  another  fashion* 
The  Question  with  us  is,  whether  we  are  robbed 
and  plundered.    It  may  be  matter  at  Paris,  where 
there  is  so  much  in  the  mode^  but  to  us  old-fash- 
ioned people  it  is  no  matter,  so  as  we  lose  our 
money,  how  it  is  taken. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  should  have  been  extremely 
glad  to  have  submitted  this  proposition  in  the 
shape  of  a  resolution,  and  discussed  it  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  whom  the  bill  was  re- 
ferred. But  could  it  not  be  discussed  now  ?  Was 
it  not  as  much  in  the  power  of  any  member  un- 
der the  present  motion  to  discuss  the  question 
whether  the  non-intercourse lawshall  be  repealed  ? 
His  colleague,  Mr.  R.  said,  had  justified  tne  seiz- 
ure of  oor  piji^rty  in  French  ports  as  a  retalia- 
tion for  alleged  seizures  of  French  property  in 
our  ports,  which  he  allowed  not  to  have  taken 
place.  Was  it  of  any  consequence  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  if  they  were  plundered  un- 
der false  and  stale  pretexts,  what  those  pretexts 
werel    He  apprehended  not. 

One  word,  said  Mr.  R.,  on  the  subject  of  the 
faith  said  to  have  been  pledged  by  the  act  of  May, 
last.  It  cannot  have  been  so  nledged.  Piedced 
to  whom?  To  Great  Britain?  Unquestionably 
not.    To  France?    Unquestinnabljr  not.    What 


great  belligerents  of  Europe ;  we  pass  a  law  for 
the  regulation  of  our  own  conduct,  the  operatioa 
of  which  is  to  depend  on  certafk  cootiogeocici. 
Is  that  a  pledge  of  faith  to  either  of  tbose  beliif- 
eients?  Unquestionably  not.  But  this  it  docs 
not  behoove  me  to  prove;  it  behooves  my  eok* 
league  to  show  bow  it  is  a  pledce  of  our  faith.         i 

With  regard  to  the  anxiety  of  the  Pfeaideni  ta 
preserve  peace,  Mr.  R.  presumed  there  eoold  be 
no  doubt  of  the  fact ;  he  never  doubted  it.    He 
submitted  to  the  House  whether  late  oecurreaeca 
did  not  afford  an  (^[>portunity  of  gettiug  rid  of 
this  wretched  system  of  lame  expedienia,  in  which 
they  had  embarked  since  they  abaDdooed  the 
embargo.    It  might  be  said  that  in  a  abort  time 
news  might  be  received  of  the  repeal  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council,  which  would,  in  the  opioioa  of 
some,  render  this  motion  unnecessary.     The  law. 
Mr.  R.  said,,  was  a  rule  of  conduct  for  hina,  and 
no  foreign  na^on  had  a  eight  to  know  of  iu  ex- 
istence ;  and  if  news  of  reseindin^  the  Orders  ii 
Council  were  to  arrive  in  town  tbia  day,  be  should 
still  be  clearly  of  opinioa  that  they  ought  to  re- 
peal this  law.    He  looked  upon  the  lew  ea  being 
mischievous ;  as  having  no  operation  on  the  Oi^ 
dera  in  Council  or  Bonaparte's  decrees.    If  it  bad 
none,  why  retain  it?    Why  keep  it  here  as  a 
germ,  of  difficulty?    Let  us  have  clear  stays,  I 
repeat  aaid  Mr.  R.    Let  ua  have  tabular  rasa; 
and,  if  we  must  fight,  let  us  fight  without  parch- 
ment chains  about  our  hands. 

Mr.  MiTCBiu.  9aid  be  was  glad  the  business 
had  been  brought  before  the  House ;  he  boped  it 
was  a  harbinger  of  our  emancipation  from  oar 
own  la wa  on  the  sulneot  of  commerce.  The  pol- 
icy pursued  by  the  Government  for  eight  or  tea 
years  past,  bad  been  to  deal  in  comoiereial  re> 
strictiooa  $  and  if  they  had  been  found  inadequate, 
it  was  high  time  to  think  about  laying  them  a:»tde. 
For  the  purpose  of  being  ondecstood,  Mr.  M. 
hegged  the  indulgence  of  the  House  vfailst  he 
gave  a  little  summary  of  the  course  which  had 
been  parsned.  It  commenced  in  1804^  when  the 
English  determined  to  interfere  with  ueutral  ves- 
sels carrying  the  produce  of  the  colonics  of  one 
of  the  belligerents.  At  that  time  the  merchauto 
of  the  seaports  almost  stunned. our  eats  with  their 
complaints  of  oppressive  violations  of  our  coa- 
meree.  Congress  were  told  at  that  lime  that 
trade  was  annihilated ;  that  its  profits  were  en- 
tirely lost ;  that  it  was  impossible  to  pursue  it  aay 
longer  with  a  prospect  or  advantage;  and  Coa- 
ffress  were  sohcited  to  interfere.  I  weU  remem- 
ber (said  Mr,  M.)  the  ^K>Qrse  of  events ;  because, 
from  my  situation  at  that  time,  many  memorials 
passed  through  my  hands.  In  conscqaence  of 
this  clamor  from  the  seaports,  and  the  representa- 
tions from  the  merchants  that  their  case  was  for- 
lorn ;  the  Goveriunent,  willing  to  do  something 
to  relieve  them  in  their  diatresa,  and  not  willing 
to  go  to  the  extent  of  authorising  them  to  arm, 
went  into  a  system  of  commercial  restricttons  and 
expedients  oi  this  sort— and  out  of  these  circuoi- 
stancee  grew  the  first  bill  for  a  non-importation. 


is  our  law  ?    A  rule  of  action.    To  whom?    For  1  What  was  it  ?    It  was  a  bill  to  exdnde  the  iaa* 
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portatioR  of  uoneeessary  articles.  I  voted  for  the 
bill,  becauae  I  bad  a  dUposition  to  take  those  things 
which,  if  BOt  as  good  as  I  coald  wish,  were  the 
best  we  could  get,  and  we  could  a^ree  upon  that 
bill  when  we  could  agree  upon  nothing  else.  What 
was  the  consequeoce  of  this  measure  ?  The  law 
produced  no  e£kcf  iifk>n  the  country  to  whom  it 
had  particular  rriation,  although  seconded  at  the 
same  time  by  a  Minister  Extraordinary  to  nego- 
tiate under  fixecativ«  directions.  The  next  step 
in  the  history  of  eoereing  foreign  nations  by  com- 
mereiai  restrictions  was  the  embargo,  in  which 
our  people  were  told  that  the  state  of  things 
was  so  desperate  on  the  ocean,  that  the  most  pro' 

Sereourw  for  our  circumstances  was  to  stay  at 
ome.  This  expedient  was  tried ;  and  it  was  an 
effort  of  independence ;  it  was  an  act  which  would 
haTe  rendered  us  not  only  nominally  independent; 
bat  iadependent  in  faetl  It  was  found  impossible 
to  carry  it  into  effect ;  and  und^r  that  conviction  it 
was  repealed.  From  that  repeal  sprung  the  non- 
iotereourse,  wMoh  aft«r  a  year  was  laid  aside. 
The  operation  ofthut  sj^em  was  to  allow  a  trade, 
not  permitted  dtreot,  to  be  carried  on  through  in- 
tetmediaie  ports.  We  bare  since  had  the  law  of 
May  last,  proposing  an  alternative  to  the  bellig- 
erents; whkh  has  brought  us  into  the  situation 
in  which  we€ttd  ourseKres— *Otte  nation  professing 
to  repeal  these  decrees  and  tbe  other  disregarding 
theoffn-. 

What  is  our  situation  with  regard  to  the  na- 
tion repealing  its  decrees  ?  The  (Mention  of  our 
property  at  St.  Sobaatian's  is  extremely  oppress- 
ive to  us.  We  bavo  already  passed  an  act  this 
session  appropriattng  nearly  a  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  aid  of  the  fund  for  the  relief  of  seamen, 
&e.,  in  order  to  bringing  home  our  seamen 
thrown  adrift  in  that  and  other  ports.  We  are 
told,  by  the  documents  on  our  table,  that  seizures 
sttU  continue ;  and  it  seems  to  me,  from  all  these 
^ireumstaocea,  that  the  times  are  not  changed  for 
the  better.  It  was  wholly  immaterial,  Mr.  M. 
said,  whether  our  proclamation  reached  France 
previoQs  to  the  late  seizures  or  not ;  it  became 
them  to  eafry  into  effect  their  own  declaration. 
Whether  they  had  received  our  engagenoent  or 
not,  their  deereea  oiwht  to  have  been  annulled 
on  the  ftrsT  of  Norember.  In  taking  a  review  of 
the  cireamataooes,  and  finditig  these  commercial 
restrietions  not  to  have  answered  the  purpose  fbr 
which  they  were  dasigned,  he  was  inclined  to 
vote  for  the  reeolntioo  on  the  fable,  going  to  pro- 
dace  a  ehsngo  which  be  thought  desirable. 

It  aeetned  to  bim  there  were  bat  three  ways 
io  whieb  it  waa  worth  while  to  treat  this  subject. 
The  firat  course  presenting  itself  was  a  deter- 
minatioD  on  the  part  of  this  people  to  stay  at 
home.  la  that  case  tbey  would  be  perfectly  free 
from  the  assaalts  of  the  belligerents,  unless  indeed 
they  should  eome  to  invade  our  territory.  This 
course  had  •  been  attempted  by  the  embargo ;  the 
experiment  bad  failed ;  it  had  been  given  up  in 
despair.  The  second' course,  was' to  go  on  in  our 
aoa*intercoQrse,  subject  to  the  restrictions  of  for-^ 
eign  nations,  aobjeot  to  the  atipolatioaa  of  tho 
beiligaMut  Poweia,  and  to  a.  aobmiaaioB  to  thoaa 


regulations  which  stronger  or  more  warlike 
Powers  might  think  proper  to  interpose.  This 
course  is  the  one  that  he  supposed  we  must  come 
to,  of  allowing  everyone  who  choose  to  make  an 
adventure  of  his  personal  property  to  do  so,  at 
his  own  option  and  personal  risk.  A  third  mode 
remained,  tnd  that  would  perhaps  form  an  in- 
teresting subject  for  discussion,  viz:  whether  the 
persons  and  property  of  individuals  should  not 
be  saved  from  rapine  and  plunder,  by  some  pro« 
tectiog  arms.  This,  it  may  be  said,  will  produce 
war^  It  seems  to  me,  on  reviewing  the  conduct 
of  the  belligerents,  they  are  both  at  war  with  Us. 
If  the  capture  of  property,  its  seizure  and  seqnes* 
tration ;  if  the  imprisonment  of  persons,  and  in 
many  cases  the  death  of  these  persons,  do  not 
provoke  war,  I  know  not  what  is  cause  of  war. 
if  we  consider  what  sort  of  protection  should  be 
jriven  to  property,  it  may  be  in  two  modes;  one. 
m  which  the  nation,  in  a  national  form,  shall 
think  proper  to  extend  protection  to  the  persons 
and  property  of  its  citizens ;  or.  that  protection 
which  the  arms  of  the  individuals  concerned  m<ty 
afibrd  to  themselves  under  the  license  of  Gov- 
ernment. 

In  order  that  Congress  might  arrive  at  some- 
thing less  entangling  than  the  system  in  whicli 
they  were  involved,  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  willing 
to  clear  away  the  impediments  in  the  road  to 
commerce^  and  to  allow  his  countrvmen  to  ad- 
vanee  in  qoest  of  profit — to  have  a  clear  sea;  and 
when  they  should  be  once  more  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  free  trade,  it  would  enable  Congress  to 
consider  at  leisure  what  measures  should  be 
taken  for  future  security  and  protection.  For, 
on  looking  into  the  :itate  of  things  in  this  country, 
it  would  be  found  that  they  were  involved  in 
paradoxes.  One  was,  that^  having  a  power  to 
lay  internal  taxes,  Congress  did  not  choose  to  ex- 
ercise it.  A  second  was,  that  Government  re- 
fusing to  protect  commerce  by  an  armed  foree^ 
there  should  at  the  same  time  be  immense  quan* 
titles  of  property  sent  abroad  under  the  guardian- 
ship of  its  own  citizens,  when  it  was  well  known 
that  that  property  might  and  woold  be  seized  by 
the  stronger  Powers  under  any  pretence  they 
should  choose  to  set  up.  Another  thing  incidea- 
tal  to  the  so«4etf  to  whieh  we  belong,  said  Mr. 
M..  is,  thill,  with  a  eommerce  under  such  cir*' 
cumstances,  we  must  derive  from  that  very  ooqi- 
merce  the  revenue  which  sapports  our  Giovern* 
ment.  In  such  a  state  of  things  I  am  perfectly 
desirous  that  there  shall  be  a  chance  once  more 
given  to  the  navigating  and  eommereial  part  of 
the  citizens  of  the  UoUed  States  to  go  on  with- 
out impediments  on  the  part  of  their  own  Qor* 
ernment  and  make  their  voyages  as  advaotaf^e- 
oosly  as  they  can ;  that  they  may  go  abroad  hke 
indostrtoufs  bees,  and  return  laden  with  honey  to 
the  hive;  for,  looking  at  our  finaneial  system, 
bottomed  on  commerce,  I  think  we  ought  not  to 
superadd  to  the  difficulties  under  which  com- 
merce labors,  restrictions  imposed  by  our  own 
Government. 

Mr.  Waum  said  be  was  not  a  little  sarprtsod 
m  a  gaMltaoa^  rtsiog  and  peuposiiig  a  dlvset 
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TioUtion  of  the  plighted  faith  of  the  GoTeroroeot, 
pledged  in  the  law  of  May  last  in  the  face  of  the 
vorld.  He  hoped  that  such  a  breach  of  good 
faith  would  receive  no  countenaQce  io  this 
House.  What!  said  he,  after  the  Legislature  of 
the  United  States  have  legislated  on  the  subject, 
making  a  proposition,  and  one  Power  has  so  far 
acceded  to  it  as  to  revoke  her  decrees  of  Berlin 
cod  Milan  in  so  many  words,  are  we  to  shrink 
from  a  performance  of  the  contract?  Mr.  W. 
felt  not  a  little  surprised  that,  after  this,  any 
Renresentative  of  the  American  nation  would 
feel  a  disposition,  upon  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from 
a  Charge  des  Affairs,  (wtiich  he  did  not  know 
that  he  was,  by  the  appointment  of  the  President 
and  confirmed  by  the  Senate  as  required  by  law,) 
that  any  member  would  be  disposed  to  slight  the 
nation's  .promise.  What  does  this  gentleman 
aay?  That  our  frigate  Esses  arrived  on  the  5(h, 
and  that  a  messenger  coming  ashore  was  pre- 
vented by  the  ship's  being  held  liable  to  quaran- 
tine.; and  that  the  ship  New  Orleans  Packet  had 
been  seized  at  Bordeaux,  under  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  what  informa* 
tion  had  the  French  Government  then  received 
of  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States?  None ;  it  was  not  till  the  12tb  that 
the  proclamation  reached  Paris,  where  it  was  re- 
ceived by  the  people  with  great  joy.  We  have 
no  ezpressiun  of  the  opinion  of  the  Govern oo^nt 
subsequent  to  that  time.  In  relation  to  the  seiz- 
ure of  this  vessel,,  wkenever  an  agent  does  an 
act  violating  the  law  of  nations,  the  Government 
mast  be  caUed  upon  and  refuse  to  disavow  the 
act  before  it  can  be  ascribed  to  the  Gkivernmeot 
What,  then,  has  been  done  in  this  c^se  ?  There 
ia  a  letter  written,  no  answer  to  which  had  been 
received  when  it  was  despatched.  We  find,  too, 
that  the  vessel  seized  had  been  to  a  British  port, 
and  was  loaded  with  articles  not  the  growth  or 
this  couotrv.  Here,  sir,  we  find  our  Chargft  des 
Affaires  telling  us  very  hastily  that  he  has  writ- 
ten such  a  letter  to  the  Due  de  Cadore,  and  bad 
not  received  an  answer.  And  before  we  are  in- 
formed what  were  the  precise  facts  in  this  case, 
^e  are  to  act  on  a  one  sided  information,  and  in 
fact  without  any  information  at  all,  and  to  Im- 
pute to  the  French  Government  an  intention, 
without  knowing  whether  it  was  their  intention 
or  not,  to  disregard  their  promise.  On  this  single 
case,  on  the  true  color  of  which  there  is  no  cerr 
tainty,  we  are  called  upon  to  lay  the  foundation 
oi  a  revocation  of  that  law.  In  what  a  situaiioo 
aball  we  place  the  country,  should  we  act  on  the 
information,  and  to-morrow  Item  that  the  officer 
who  seized  the  vessel  was  punished,  and  the  ves- 
aei  given  up,  and  that  the  Government  of  France 
was  well  disposed  !  The  nation  would  be  much 
dissatitfied  indeed,  if,  after  having  held  out  con- 
ditions to  both  belligerents,  which  are  accepted 
by  one,  without  the  least  information,  or  reason 
to  expect  anything  from  the  other  Power,  we 
were  to  retrace  our  steps.  Are  we,  upon  infor- 
mation that  Mr.  Russell  had  written  a  letter  to 
the  Duke  of  Cadore,  to  which  no  answer  was  or 
could  bare  been  received,  iaithleasly  to  repeal  a 


law  containing  so  solemn  a  pledge  1  Could  any 
man  feel  a  devotion  to  the  he^t  interests  of 
his  country,  who  would  place  it  in  thai  predica- 
ment ? 

Mr.  W.  said  ike  was  friendly  to  peace;  hot  if 
we  most  have  a  collision  let  it  be  with  that  natioa 
which  continues  to  injure  our  rights.  If  they 
shoold  determine  to  revoke  their  act,  before  know- 
ing what  France  had  done  consequent  on  the  pro- 
clamation, it  would  be  extraordinary  indeed. 
Here  was  a  very  hasty  letter  of  a  yoang  man  just 
inducted  into  office,  whoin  his  desire  to  show  bis 
zeal  wntes  a  letter  to  give  inforoaation,  whicb 
when  received  amounts  to  nothing.  Besides,  Mr. 
W.  questioned  the  correctness  of  the  fact  stated 
by  him  of  tbe  Essex  being  ordered  to  quarantine; 
because  the  messeogef  who  went  in  her  arrived 
at  Paris  on  the  twelfth,  and  could  not  have  been 
detained  on  board  the  vessel  at  quarantine.  As 
to  recommitting  the  bill  and  waiting  for  farther 
infi>Fmatioa,  there  could  be  no  object ioa  to  it; 
but  as  to  repealing  the  law,  it  was  a  proposition 
which  ought  not,  under  present  eircumsiances,  to 
be  entertained  by  the  House.  Mr.  W.  said  he 
looked  upon  our  engagement  with  France  in  the 
light  of  a  solemn  treaty,  and  as  such  binding  oa 

y  ua.  If  he  could  be  satisfied,  however,  that  these 
things  had  been  done  under  the  authority  of 
France,  he  should  be  as  ready  as  any  erne  to  de- 
nounce the  act,  and  go  as  far  as  any  one  to  procure 
redress;  for  he  had  been  long  tired  of  the  aggres- 
sions on  our  neutral  rights. .  He  would  go  as  &r  as 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  (Mr.  Rami»olpb,) 
whose  zeal  he  admired,  but  conceived  he  had  re- 
ally overlooked  the  true  merits  of  this  case. 
Should  France  slight  her  faith,  he  would  go  as 
far  as  any  one  to  avenge  it,  and  to  bring  those 
nations  who  have  violated  our  rights  to  condiga 
punishment. 

Mr.  BuawBLL  said  that  even  if  he  was  disposed 
to  repeal  the  non-intercourse  law,  he  shooid  stili 
be  io  favor  of  the  motion  of  hb  colleague,  be- 
cause, if  some  such  provision  were  not  mad^  at 
a  period  earlier  than  a  law  to  repeal  the  act  con- 
cerning commercial  intercourse  could  pass  both 
Houses,  the  merchants  would  be  subjected  to  great 
inconvenience.    It  bad  always  been  his  opinion, 
Mr.  B.  said,  that  it  would  be  improper  to  adopt 
the  amendments  proposed  to  the  ioteicourae  btli ; 
it  had  been  entirely  bis  opinion  that  the  property 
about  to  be  imported  into  this  country  from  Great 
Britain  would  belong  to  American  citisens  and 
not  to  British  aobjects.    The.  circumstance  was 
evident  from  the  rate  of  exchange  between  the 
two  countries,    if  the  fact  was  undeniable  that 
all  property  imported  for  some  time  tocooae  wonld 
belooff  to  American  citizens,  and  it  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  motion  to  recommit  to  relieve  our  owa 
citizens,  Mr.  B.  asked,  where  was  the  necessity 
of  connecting  that  subject  with  another,  which 
would  consume  a  great  deal  of  time  and  subject 
our  citizens  to  great  inconvenience?   Sneb  would 
be  the  case,  l^ause,  by  the  instructions  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  collectors  are  di- 
rected to  consider  the  prohibition  of  importatiea 

I  as  commencing  this  day.    If  Congress  M  not 
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spe«dtiy  interfere,  the  merchants  would  be  exposed 
to  great  ipeonyenienee  and  the  officers  to  vexa- 
tioQs  aaitSf  dtc. 

As  to  the  non-intercourse  system,  Mr.  B.  said 
he  was  perfectly  aware  that  it  was  one  which 
could  Dot  be  executed  to  the  extent  and  in  the 
spirit  contemplated  by  Govern meot ;  that  it  is  a 
system  which  tends  to  diminish  the  revenue,  and 
dcsmoralize  the  mercbaats,  he  mig^ht  perhaps  say 
the  people,  of  tb«  country.  But  he  conceived 
that  at  the  firesent  stage  of  the  business,  this 
qoestioa  did  not  properly  come  into  consideration. 
For,  although  he  might  not  beijble  tosatisfjr  any 

fentleman  that  the  relatroos  between  the  United 
lutes  and  Great  Britain  were  of  the  nature  of  a 
coneraet;  yet  ifi  his  own  mind,  it  wai  very  evi- 
dent that  we  had  entered  into  a  stipulation  which 
iveare  bound  to  respect,  provided  France  folfilled 
it  with  good  faith — he  said  with  good  faith  ;  for 
he  was  determined  never  to  rote  for  its  continu- 
ance unless  it  was  executed  with  good  faith.    He 
amid  he  had  never  palliated  her  condiict ;  he  had 
BO  idea  that  we  could  ever  consent  to  abandon 
tiie  property  she  had  seized  without  a  shadow  of 
reason — property  on  the  restoration  of  which  it 
appeared  to  him  Government  ought  to  insist  with 
at  pertinacity  which  ought  never  to  be  relaxed. 
Oar  affairs  with  France  had  been  in  such  a.  state 
of  incertitude  from  the.  commencement  of  the 
session  that  he  bad  not  been  able  to  make  up  an 
opinion  on  them.    When  he  looked  to  the  corres- 
pondence, Mr.  B.  said,  be  was  struck  with  this 
▼iew;  that  instead  of  procuring  from  the  French 
Ctorernment  a  clear  and  definite  expression  of 
their  intentions  in  relation  to  the  sequestered  pro- 
perty, we  are  leA  almost  entirely  in  the  dark  on  the 
subject.    He  was  not  disposed  to  carrv  the  non- 
intercourse  into  effect,  unless  the  stipulations  on 
the  part  of  France  were  fairly  carried  into  effect. 
This  must  be  the'opittion  of  every  man.    No  mah 
would  continue  a  measure  operating  against  one 
only  of  the  belligerents,  when  he  was  convinced 
that  nothing  but  punic  faith  was  to  be  expected 
from  the  other. 

Mr.  B.  begged  gentlemen  to  permit  the  original 
question  to  be  taken  on  recommitment,  and  let 
the  present  motion  lie  over  for  a  day  or  two.  If 
the  non-intercourse  could  not  now  be  repealed 
without  a  disrcji^rd  of  our  faith,  why  take  a  step 
which  would  jeopardize  all  pur  property  in  the 
ports  of  the  Continent?  This  consideration  de- 
served reflection.  He  feared,  do  as  they  would, 
that  this  property  was  not  secure.  He  confessed, 
if  he  were  engaged  in  commerce,  under  present 
^circumstances,  he  should  lie  on  his  oars.  At  the 
same  time  no  measure  ought  to  be  adopted  which 
was  likely  to  produce  a  loss  of  property  abroad, 
lo  the  present  state  of  the  country  it  must  be  an 
object  with  every  gentleman  in  the  House,  that 
our  farmers,  if  it  were  practicable,  should  enjoy 
the  benefits  of  the  continental  market;  for  it  was 
well  known  that  tobacco  and  almost  every  article 
we  exported  found  an  extensive  sale  on  the  Con* 
tineot  of  Europe.  The  export  to  England  of  cot- 
ton and  tobacco,  except  of  the  finest  quality  of 
4he  latter,  bad  been  attended  with  serious  loss  to 


the  merchants  engaged  in  it;  and  maAy  of  the 
failures  taking  place'  in  the  United  States  arose 
from  the  return  of  bills  drawn  on  the  faith  of 
these  shipments.  Every  gentleman  must  be  con* 
vinced  that  our  trade,  if  confined  to  Great  Britain, 
would  afford  very  little  encouragement  to  agri- 
culturists. It  must,  therefore  be  an  object  with 
every  man,  by  all  honorable  means,  to  secure  a 
trade  with  the  Continent ;  though,  much  as  the 
individual  interest  of  Mr.  B.  and  the  country  at 
large  would  be  promoted  by  it,  property  on  the 
Continent  was,  and  would  be,  in  such  a  state  of 
insecurity  that  he  did  not  anUcipate  any  very  im- 
portant advantage  from  keeping  that  trade  open.- 

As  to  the  protection  of  our  merchants,  Mr.  B* 
said  he  did  believe  that  they  most  ultimately 
be  permitted  to  run  their  own  risk,  and,  if  they 
encounter  ruin  abroad,  to  take  the  consequences. 
If  such  was  the  state  of  Europe,  that  we  could 
make  no  impression  there,  we  must  submit  to  this 
state  of  things.  Mr.  B.  alluded  to  a  remark  made 
by  Mr.  Macon  at  the  last  session,  that  the  bellig- 
erents appeared  to  be  fighting  every  one  but  them- 
selves. Did  we  not  now  gee  French  silks,,  wines, 
and  brandies,  through  England?  And  was  not  our 
tobacco  sent  to  the  Contment  in  the  same  wayt 
Whilst  we  had  been  interdicted  by  each  from 
trading  with  the  other,  they  had  been  carrying  oa  ' 
an  extensive  commerce  with  each  other.  Mr.  B. 
said  be  looked  forward  to  the  total  extinction  of 
commerce.  He  said  it  could  not  exist  under 
such  a  systetn  of  rapine  as  had  been  pursued. 
We  must  wait  for  Rome  change  in  Europe  in 
which,  we  cannot  be  instrumental,  to  enable  os 
to  act ;  until  which  it  woold  not  be  proper  to  take 
any  step  in  relation  to  either  of  the  belligerents. 

Mr.  fi.  took  another  view  of  the  subject.  He 
said  he  had  not  the  smallest  doubt,  if  the  French 
decrees  were  found  to  be  practically  repealeil^ 
that  the  British  would  repeal  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil. He  bad  no  doubt  in  his  own  opinion  that 
the  British  Gov^nment  were  perfectly  siebof 
the  system  it  had  been  pursuing.  That  France^ 
not  dependent  on  commerce,  should  make  war 
on  it,  was  not  to  be  wondered  at ;  but  that  Great 
Britain  should  by  a  kind  of  blind  fatuous  policy 
unite  with  France  in  the  extinction  of  that  sys- 
tem which  gives  her  strength  and  power,  was  soi^ 
prising. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  not  in  favor  of  non-inter- 
course with  Great  Britain,  unless  the  promise  of 
France  was  folly  and  fairly  executed.  He  would 
say  that  no  member  of  the  House  reprobated 
more  cordially  than  himself  the  manner  in  whieli 
our  vessels  bad  been  seized  in  France,  d^.;  at  the 
same  time  he  had  the  same  opinion  of  the  inju- 
ries we  had  received  from  the  other  belligerent. 
Mr.  B.  concluded  by  remarking  that  gentlemen 
who  were  favorable  to  a  repeal  of  the  non -inter* 
course  ought  nevettheless  to  vote  against  the  pres- 
ent motion,  and  for  that  first  made,  with  a  view 
to  the  relief  of  our  merchants. 

Mr.  Garobitibh  expressed  his  hope  that  in  the 
present  embarrassed  condition  of  our  affiiira  no 
gentleman  was  disposed  to  argue  on  this  qoestioii 
with  anything  like  party  feeling.    If  ever  there 
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wfts  a  case  in  which  it  was  necessary  to  lay  aside 
'party  feeliogs,  it  was  at  this  time.  The  few  re- 
marKs  which  he  choiild  sabmit  to  the  coosidera- 
tioD  of  the  House  would  have  only  for  their  ob- 
ject the  public  ?ood  aod  general  prosperity  of  the 
people  of  the  Uaited  States.  I  shall  not,  said 
Mr.  G.,  occupy  the  attention  of  the  House  by 
bringing  to  their  recollection  the  different  expe- 
dients to  which  the  country  oaav  have  had  re- 
course for  the  purpose  of  curing  the  evils  which 
have  afflicted  it.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  how- 
ever honestly  intended,  and  however  much  good 
has  been  honestly  hoped  from  them,  the  result 
expected  hae  not  been  realized*  It  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  in  no  one  instance  has  the  sys- 
tem which  has  been  in  operation  for  four  years 
past  been  productive  of  beneficial  consequences 
to  ourselves.  It  were  easy  to  detail  how  perni- 
cious has  been  the  influence  of  that  system  on 
ourselves ;  it  has  produced  no  good,  but  one  con- 
tinued series  of  evil.  At  thia  time,  with  these 
effecta  before  us,  on  one  side  of  the  House  feel- 
ing no  disposition  to  embarrass  the  operations  of 
tbe  Gk>vernment,  and  on  the  other  side  no  dispo- 
sition to  persevere  in  this  fatal  system,  wc  should 
look  at  oOf  actual  condition  to  provide  a  remedy 
for  it. 

After  the  first  proposed  Bon-intercoitrse  law 
had  failed  at  the  last  session ;  after  the  failure  of 
the  project  of  the  Ohatrman  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations,  (Mr.MACONi)  who  reported 
the  bill,  which  every  and  nobody  was  lor,  we 
adopted  the  law  of  the  1st  of  May.  The  President 
has  acted  on  it,  Mr.  G.  here  quoted  the  law,  te 
show  the  nature  of  its  proviskoos.  During  the 
-recess  of  Congress,  the  French  Government  noti- 
fied this  (xovernmeat  that  the  unlawful  edietsof 
Fnnce  would  cease  on  the  first  of  November  then 
next  ensuin|f ;  and  on  thesteond  of  November  the 
President  issued  his  proclamation,  not  in  tiie 
words  of  the  act,  as  I  understand  it,  that  France 
kad  so  revoked  or  oaodified  her  edicts  as  that  they 
bi|d  ceased  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of 
the  United  States;  not  that  it  was  a  fact  existing 
i^  his  knowledge,  but  that  it  had  been  officially 
made  known  to  him  that  on  a  certain  day  they 
would  be  revoked,  I  am  not,  sir,  disposed  to  find 
fai^  with  this  proceeding.  Perhaps  it  may  be 
considered,  the  intention  being  made  known  to 
him,  that  be  was,  from  the  courtesy  between  na- 
tions, bound  to  believe  the  ftict.  He  was  to  take 
Ibr  fact  that  the  unlawful  edicts  were  revoked, 
because  it  was  promised  that  on  a  certain  day 
they  should  cease.  But,  sir,  I  submit  it  to  th^ 
cool  jud|pment  of  the  House  whether,  akhoagh, 
ft«m  this  sort  of  courtesy  necessary  and  proper 
to  be  exercised  in  a  negotiation  between  the  Uni- 
led  States  and  France,  the  President  was  bound 
to  belieire  that  these  edicts  were  so  modified  as 
to  cease  to  exist;  whether  the  British  Gtovetn- 
aaent  was  bound  to  believe  it  ?  To  the  British 
Government  was  given  by  the  law  three  months 
toobabdo&  her  Orders  in •  Council— afier  what? 
After  the  French  Government  had  intimated  aO 
intention  to  rescioif  its  decrees?  No;  after  the 
Frooch  docsees  lutd  been  no  revoked  or  modified 


as  to  cease  to  operate  on  the  neatrai  commetee 

of  the  United  States.    The  same  reason  of  coor* 
tesy  which  was  obligatory  on  the  Presidient  wooid 
not  operate  on  her  rival  belli^rent,  Great  Brit- 
ain, to  oblige  her  to  believe  it.    It  may  then  be 
questioned  whether  that  state  of  things  existed 
which  Congress  had  contemplated,  three  months 
sfter  which  the  non-intercourse  with  Great  Brit- 
ain was  to  commence.    The  actual  intention  oC 
Congress  was  this:   Each    nation    taking  the 
ground  that  her  edicts  were  consequent  on  the 
unlawful  edicts  of  the  other,  and  each  asserting 
so  stoutly,  that  it  was  really  difficult  to  know 
whether  either  was  in  the  wrong,  and,  if  eitber 
of  them,  which ;  the  law  was  passed  to  ascertain 
which  would  per^st.  So  far  it  was  a  well-judged 
law;  so  far  as  it  provided  that  if  one  ceased  to 
violate, our  rights,  aod  the  other  did  not  follow 
her  example,  we  should  be  in  a  state  of  nonHOter- 
course  with  that  other.  But  weabould  have  fiven 
that  other  a  fair  and  reasonable  time  to  know 
whether  she  would  abandon  her  system  or  not. 
If  she  did  not,  it  would  then  appear   that  that 
Power,  supDOsing  it  to  be  Great  Britain,  was 
most  seriously  intent  on  injuring  us.    Therefore, 
in  that  event  there  would  have  l^n  boi  one  voice 
in  the  nation.    For  this  reasop,  although  I  bad 
no  agency  in  it,  I  was  always  pleased  with  ih» 
ieature  of  the  law. 

Bat  I  must  say,  six,  that  it  does  appear  to  me 
that  the  course  pursued  has  not  produced  tbe 
state  of  thiags  which  most  have  been  the  objecx 
of  the  law  and  of  Congress;  for,  inatead  of 
dating  the  proclamation  from  the  time  when 
these  edicts  had  ceased  to  violate  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  it  was  dated  from  tlie  tioaa 
when  France  bad  promised  they  should  so  oeaae  ^ 
and,  as  between  France  and  us,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  |>ropositioii.  But,  as  between  us  aod 
Great  Britain,  to  take  the  second  of  November, 
when  France  was  to  withdraw  her  decrees,  as 
the  time  from  which  to  count  three  months'  inter* 
val,  was  irregular ;  because  it  was  not  and  could 
not  Dossibly  be  known  whether  she  bad  actoallf 
revoked  them.  Whatever  France  had  promised, 
the  fact  of  revocation  could  not  have  been  known 
to  the  President. 

But  if,  to  carrv  into  effect  the  purpose,  and 
what  I  deem  tbe  legitimate  object  of  this  bill,  it 
was  proper  to  take  the  promise  of  France  at  the 
last  summer,  and  because  such  a  promise  was 
made,  it  was  right  to  ioftr  that  sucn  enact  was 
done;  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  fairly  with  botb 
nations,  I  ask  wbv  the  proclamation  waa  not  is- 
sued as  to  both  ?  uid  not  Great  Britain  also  prom* 
ise,  if  Finance  fulfilled  her  engagements,  that  she 
would  also  revoke  her  edicts,  declaring  that  she 
would  wait  luitil  that  (act  was  asceruined'? 
Here,  sir,  is  promise  for  promise.  If  the  prom* 
ise  of  one  to  rescind  be  taken  as  rescinding,  so 
the  promise  of  the  other  to  rescind  is  to  be  taken 
in  the  same  way.  In  this  part  of  the  argument, 
I  am  bound  to  consider  botn  nations  as  intending 
to  keep  their  word  with  us.  The  fact  undoubt- 
edlv  is,  if  France  in  point  of  fact  has  ceased  to 
violate  our  neutral  commerce,  Great  Britain  most 
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have  ceased  to  Tiokte  it  too ;  beo^ose  tlus  state 
of  things  then  existed :  Both  powers  coadition* 
allf  eogaffed  to  revoke  their  illegal  edicts — 
France  did  so,  it  beiog  understood  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  caused  Great  Britain  to  revoke  her 
orders  and  blockades;  Great  Britain  followed 
her  example}  it  being  understood  that  France 
keeps  her  word. 

la  this  posture  of  our  affairs  it  does  strike  me 
we  cannot  without  partiality,  evident  and  palpa* 
ble,  remove  all  restrictions  against  one,  and  con- 
tinue them  against  the  other*  While  I  approve 
the  courtesy  with  which  the.  Executive  received 
the  declavation  of  France  that  her  edicts  would 
be  rescinded,  I  cannot  adyoeate  the  disbelieving 
a  declaration  precisely  similar  in  substance  from 
the  other  belligerent.  It  may  well  be  doubted, 
as  to  the  operation  of  the  non-intercourse  law, 
whether  that  state  of  things  existed  in  which  the 
President  could  say  that  the  edicts  of  France 
bad  been  modified.  He  has  not  said  so,  and  he 
could  not  say  so,  sir,  because  he  eould  not  know 
'  it.  All  he  CQuld  say  he  has^Mudrto  wit:  that  it 
'    was  officially  made  known  to  him  (not  that  he 

•  knew  it  of  bis  own  knowledge)  that  the  decrees 
»  were  to  have  ceased  on  a  certain  day.  Have  we 
^  really  given  to  Great  Britain  the.  three  months 
^    required  by  the  law  1    From  the  time  of  promise 

we  have,  but  aot  from  the  time  of  actual  cessa- 
\  lion  to  violate  our  neutral  rights.  Have  the 
e  edicts  of  France  been  so. revoked  as  that  they 
e  ceased  on  the  first  of  November  to  violate  our 
fc  neutral  rights  ?  Assuredly,  whatever  reason  there 
i  may  have  been  to  suppose  they  had  been  s^  mod* 
;    i/ied,  every  gentleman  must  now  be  convinced 

*  tbey  were  not  so  modified,  because  new  seizures 
took  place  in  December.   In  what  situation  then, 

i    sir,  do  we  stand?    If  this  law  of  May  last  be  a 
pledge  in  one  view,  it  is  a  pledge  in  another.  We 
>    have  given  a  pledge  to  Great  Britain,  if  she 
r    cease  t^  violate  her  edicts  within  three  months 
after  France  shall  do  so,  we  will  have  no  uon-in- 
i'    tercourse  act  as  to  her.    Well,  if  on  the  8ih  of 
i    December,  France  had  not  ceased  (and  that  she 
I    certainly  had  not)  to  injure  our  neutral  rights,  I 
)    ask  whether  it  be  fair  to  count  time  from  the  1st 
of  November?    Should  we  not  at  least  com- 
I    meoce  with  the  8th  of  December, because  France 
«    bad  not  then  ceased  ber  violations?    It  does  ap- 
,    pear  to  me,  sir,  thfit  there  can  be  but  one  answer 
i     to  this  question.    Great  Britain  was  not  bound 
to  believe  France,  but  to  pot  an  end  to  her  edicts 
when  France  should  cease  to  violate  our  com- 
merce. 

The  original  policy  of  this  law,  sir,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say,  is  departed  from  if  you  begin  to 
calculate  time  from  the  first  of  November.  We 
are  now  in  a  state  of  non-intercourse  with  Great 
Britain,  and  I  know  not  how  we  are  to  get  out  of 
it  unless  by  a  repeal  of  the  law.  It  surely  can- 
not be  imputed  to  Great  Britain  as  wrong  that 
she  did  not  believe  the  belligerent  opposed  to  her. 
Now  the  actual  state  of  things  is,  that  neither  has 
revoked  its  edicts  as  far-  aa  we  know  anything 
about'ir.  If  neither  has  ceased  her  violations, 
the  fact  required  by  the  law  haa  not  existed. 


Now,  though'  the  Preaident  may  have  executed 
his  power  fairly ;  yet,  if  this  act  'is  to  be  oat 
guide,  we  are  not  yet  in  a  condition  to  ascertaia 
the  result  of  our  experiment,  and  therefore  ought 
not  to  be  in  a  state  of  non-intercourse.  Is  it  the 
intention  of  the  House,  after  what  has  occurred, 
that  the  President's  proclamation  growing  out  oi 
this  should  take  effecw-that  we  are  to  be  on 
Oiendly  tesms  with  France  alone — when  not  a 
single  mstance  has  occurred  in  which  she  has  de- 
parted from  her  measures?  Would- you,  under 
present  circumstances,  and  under  a  different  state 
of  our  laws,  pass  a  law  that  we  shall  have  inter* 
course  with  France  and  none  with  Great  Britain?* 
Assuredly  you  would  net.  No  gentleman  woul& 
agree  to  U«  And  the  same  reasons  which  wouU 
induce  us  not  to  agree  to  it, .should  induce  us  to 
put  an  end  to  that  state  of  things  in  which  we 
are  placed.  I  .am  agreed  that  we  shall  wait  to 
hear  from  France;  it  is  perfeotlyiriff ht ;  but  it  it 
equally  right  to  wait  to  hear  from  England  how 
she  will  act  when  the  state  of  things  arrives  on 
which  she  has  pledged  herself  to  act.  This  can 
oaiy  be  done  by  a  repeal  of  the  law^  and  there 
can  be  no  use  in  sending  back  to  the  Comoodttee 
of  Foreign  Relatioas^  a  bill  reported  under  the 
belief  of  the  existence  of  a  stale'  of  things  differ- 
ent from  that  which  we  are  officially  informed 
does  exist.  If  there  be  any  other  mode  by  which 
we  can  resqme  an  impartial  position  between  the 
two  belligerents,  I  am  willing  to  agree  to  it ;  for 
that  was  the  real  object  of  this  law,  to  ascertain 
whether  justice  would  be  done  by  either.  I  am 
free  to  say  that  I  do  not  believe  that  coromereiaL 
restrictions  will  induce  either  to  abandon  its 
course  unless  the  other  does.  Neither  will  begin. 
What  measures  should  be  adopted  in  that  case  \» 
not  for  me  to  sav.  If  we  continue  to  be  injured 
by  both  the  belligerents,  one  thing  is  proved  t 
that  this  non-intercourse  system  is  not  strong 
enough  to  bring  either  or  both  of  tb^m  to  terms* 
You  cannot  operate  on  them,  unless  perhaps  br 
a  promise  to  go  to  war  with  one  if  the  other  shall 
revoke  its  edicts,  dMS. 

As  to  the  argument  in  favor  of  delaying  a  de* 
cision  of  the  present  question,  the  soqner  it  is 
decided  the  belter.  Vessels  now  arriving  from 
Great  Britain,  who  is  no  more  to  blame  than 
France  is,  are  subject  to  confiscation,  and  not 
English  but  honafide  American  property  is  thus 
confiscated.  But,  as  the  gentleman  from  Vir* 
ginia  says,  let  us  have  clear  stays,  let  us  begin  to 
legislate  anew.  Our  present  system  has  not  pro- 
duced any  good,  nor  can  it ;  and  if  France  should 
revoke  her  edicts,  we  can  re-enact  the  non-in- 
tercourse. 

To  conclude,  sir,  I  put  the  question  in  thia 
plain,  palpable  form;  Both  belligerents,  for  aught 
we  know,  continue  in  force  their  anjust  ediola. 
But  we  aj^  in  a  state  of  intercourse  with  one, 
and  non-m tercourse  and  inhospitality  with  the 
other.  Shall  this  state  of  things  continue  ?  Gkn- 
tlemen  must  say  no.  If  so,  the  next  question  is, 
how  shall  we  put  an  end  to  this  unreasonable^ 
partial  state  ot  thiog9  ?  Only  by  repealing  this 
act,  leaving  ourselves  at  liberty  to  devise  suck 
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new  system  as  shall  be  best  suited  taour  eiream- 
stances  and  the  present  state  of  the  world. 

Mr.  MoKiM  was  decidedly  favorable  to  the  re- 
commitmeni  of  this  bill  for  the  reasons  assigned 
fay  tberhairmao,  dbc,  so  as  to  relieve  citizens  of 
the  United  States  from  unreasonable  difficulty; 
but  be  was  opposed  to  the  amendment  offered  to 
'  tbe  motion,. because  it  could  not  be  adopted  with- 
jout  a  manifest  breach  of  faith,  and  he  hoped  it 
wouU  always  be  one  of  the  first  of  objects  with 
the  Government  to  keep  its  faith  with  all  the 
EWorld.  I  am  "^ not  of  opinion,  said  Mr.  M.,  that 
4he  law  passed  last  session,  authorizing  the  Pres- 
«jdent's  proclamaiion,  was  merely  a  rule  of  action 
for  our  own  citizens.  It  went  further.  It  held 
>out  a  motive  to  Great  Britain  and  France  to  in- 
duce them  to  cease  depredations  on  our  com- 
merce. 

It  appears  that  France  has  availed  herself  of 
our  proposition,  and  has  officially  announced  that 
ifaer  decrees  ceased  operation  on  the  1st  of  Novem- 
l»er  last.  Agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  law,  the 
President  has  announced  this  fact  by  proclama- 
tion. France  having  acted  on  this  law,  it  will  be 
out  of  our  power,  without  the  most  flagrant 
breach  of  ^ood  faith,  to  say  that  we  will  repeal 
that  law;  tnat  France  shall  not  derive  the  benefit 
contemplated  by  it.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  has  observed  that  toere  is  a  distinction 
made  in  our  procedure  toward  the  two  nations ; 
that  we  hare  no  evidence  that  France  has  so  re- 
voked her  edicts  that  they  ceased  to  violate  our 
peutral  comiberce.  When  we  compare  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  arrangement  of  April,  1809, 
with  Great  Britain,  and  that  of  November  last 
with  France,  we  shall  find  the  expressions  in  both 
eases  to  have  been  much  alike.  Great  Britain 
atated  to  our  Government  that  her  Orders  in 
Council,  on  a  given  day,  should  have  ceased; 
France,  that  her  edicts  would  cease  to  operate.  I 
can  see  no  distinction  here.  It  is  the  courtesy  be- 
tween Governments  to  take  tbe  assurance  for  the 
act,  and  not  to  wait,  as  individuals,  to  see  whether 
they  would  do  what  they  promised,  dbc.  The 
President,  in  both  these  cases,  has  pursued  this 
eourse^-a  eourae,  in  my  opinion,  seldom  deviated 
from. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  relative  to  the  incon- 
veniences of  the  non-intercourse,  embargo,  and 
the  restrictive  system  generally.  That  has  no 
bearing  on  this  question.  Tbe  real  question  is — 
Is  our  faith  pledged  to  France,  and  shall  we  com- 
ply with  it  ?  If  restrictive  measures  are  inconve- 
nient, it  is  no  argument  against  our  complying 
with  our  engagements.  We  are  bound  to  carry 
the  law  into  effect.  I  hope  this  nation  will  never 
be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  faith,  but  will  continue 
at  all  times  to  fulfil  the  engagements  she  has  en- 
tered into.  For  thes^e  reasons,  sir,  though  I  am 
anxious  that  the  bill  should  be.  recommitted,  I  am 
as  anxiously  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  law,  as 
proposed  by  the  amendment. 

Mr.  FiSK  said  that,  on  taking  his  seat  this 
morning,  nothing  was  further  from  his  expecta* 
tion  than  the  discussion  in  which  he  found  the 
House  engaged :  although  unexpected,  this  dis- 


cussion was  not  unimportant.  It  was  important 
as  related  to  the  commercial  interests  of  tbe  eoon- 
try^  and  to  tbe  honor,  character,  and  good  faith  of 
the  Government;  and  he  regretted  that  he  had 
been  prevented  from  taking  his  seat  In  time  to 
hear  the  arguments  of  the  honorable  gentlemaa 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  in  support  of 
the  amendment  he  had  offered  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House.  We  are  called  upon  by  this 
resolution,  said  Mr.  F.,  to  instruct  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations  to  prepare  and  bring  fa 
a  bill,  to  repeal  the  act  concerning  commercial 
intercourse,  dtc,  passed  the  1st  of  May  last.  This 
directs  our  attention  to  the  provisions  of  the  law 
proposed  to  be  repealed.  The  law  embraces  two 
principles — the  interdiction  of  the  entrance  of 
foreign  armed  vessels  into  the  harbors  or  waten 
of  the  United  States,  and"  a  provision  chat,  if 
Great  Britain  or  France  should,  before  the  3d  ^y 
of  March  next,  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  as 
that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  com- 
merce of  tbe  United  States,  the  fact  shall  be  de- 
clared by  proclamation ;  and,  if  the  other  shoold 
notan  three  months  thereafter,  also  revoke  or  mod- 
ify her  edicts  in  like  manner,  that  then  the  third, 
fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth, 
and  eighteenth  sections  of  the  act  to  interdict  tbe 
commercial  intercourse  between  tbe  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  should  be 
revived  and  have  full  force  against  the  nation  re- 
fusing or  neglectin|r  to  revoke  or  modify  her 
edicts,  und  the  restrictions  of  the  act  of  the  1st 
of  May  last  were  to  cease  in  relation  to  the  nation 
so  revoking  or  modifying  her  edicts.  Tbe  oper- 
ation and  effect  of  the  sections  of  the  act,  revived 
by  the  proclamation,  will  be  a  prohibition  of  the 
importation  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise^ 
of  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  the  nation  re- 
fusing to  revoke  her  edicts,  and  a  free  intercourse 
with  the  nation  revoking. 

On  the  2d  day  of  November  last,  tbe  President^ 
pursuant  to  the  authority  given  by  the  act  of  the 
1st  of  May,  issued  his-  proclamation,  declaring 
that  it  had  been  officially  made  known  to  this 
Government,  that  the  edicts  of  France,  violatia| 
the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States,  had 
been  so  revoked  as  to  cease  to  have  effect  on  the 
Ist  of  November — consequently,  the  sections  of 
the  act  interdicting  importations  from  England 
were  revived,  and  are  this  day  to  take  efiecc.  By 
the  law  of  the  Ist  of  May,  we  made  an  offer,  em- 
bracing a  promise,  to  both  the  belligerents.     We 
said  to  Great  Britain,  revoke  your  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, and  we  will  exclude  every  article  of  French 
merchandise  from  our  markets — to  J'rance,  revoke 
your  decrees,  and  we  will  exclude  British  mer- 
chandise.   These  offers  were  made  to  both  na- 
tions.   England  neglects — France  accedes  to  the 
proposition  we  make,  and  gives  our  Government 
ofilcial  assurances  that,  after  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber, the  Berlin  and  Milaii  decrees  will  cease  to 
have  effect.    What,  then,  becomes  the  duty  of 
this  Government?  Why,  undoubtedly,  to  observe 
and  fulfil,  with  good  faith,  the  promise  it  has 
made;  and  yet  we  are  debating  whether  we  shafi 
observe  it,  or  by  a  solemn  act  resolve  that  we  will 
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be  released  from  it ;  that  we  will  pay  do  recard 
to  this  national  ensa^ement.  While  weeomplaio 
of  the  '^punicajidet^  of  other  natiena,  we  are 
about  to  violate  the  plighted  faith  of  the  Ameri- 
ean  Government;  to  commit  the  very  fault  we 
ao  readily  and  justly  condemn  in- others.  On  this 
2d  day  of  February,  when  the  offer  our  Oovem- 
ment  has  made  is  to  assume  the  more  imposing 
and  solemn  form  of  an  obligation,  are  we  to  de* 
liberate  whether  it  requires  our  observance  or  noti 
In  all  the  railing  accusations  made  against  the 
American  Government,  not  even  its  enemies  have 
charged  it  with  a  wanton  violation  of  its  good 
faith.  And,  air,  rather  than  our  Government 
should  bv  any  act  merit  this  imputation..  I  would 
see  one  half  of  all  the  American  property  sacri- 
ficed. Do  this  day,  the  law  of  the  1st  of  May 
becomes  a  natiooal  compact  between  the  Ameri- 
can and  a  foreign  Government;  and  whatever 
may  now  be  our  views  of  the  policy  and  advan- 
ta^res  of  the  measure,  we  are  not  at  liberty  at  this 
time  to  revoke  or  abandon  it.  We  are  pledged  to 
carry  it  into  effect  with  good  faith* 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  has 
told  us  that  this  law  is  our  own  ;  that  it  is  a  rule 
of  conduct.  1  admit  the  definition  to  be  correct. 
All  laws,  even  the  laws  of  gravitation,  are  rules 
of  action.  But  this  law  is  net  a  mere  municipal 
regulation  to  govern  the  conduct  of  the  Ameri« 
can  people  in  relation  to  measures  confined  to 
themselves,  without  regard  to  others.  The  rule 
of  conduct  prescribed  by  this  act,  is  more  exten- 
aive ;  it  connects  a  course  of  policy  we  have  prom- 
ised to  pursue,  with  the  interest  and  policy  of 
another  Government.  There  are  now  two  par- 
ties to  be  governed  by  this  rule,  and  we  cannot, 
consistent  with  good  faith,  as  one  of  the  parties, 
aay  that  we  will  not  regard  this  rule  of  conduct, 
which,  on  the  happening  of  certain  contingencies, 
we  are  pledged  to  observe.  Has  it  not  been  offi- 
cially announced  to  us  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment that  their  edicts  would,  on  the  first  day  of 
November,  cease  to  have  their  efiect?  Has  not 
this  modification  been  made  known  by  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  ?  Yes,  sir,  these  events  have 
happened,  and  we  are  bound  in  good  faith  to 
carry  into  effect  the  act  prohibiting  importations 
from  Great  Britain,  unless  indeed  the  British  or- 
ders shall  have  been  also  modified  or  revoked  on 
this  day;  because  we  have,  by  a  legislative  act^ 
declared  that,  on  the  happening  of  these  events, 
all  importations  of  British  gotras  into  this  coun- 
try should  cease. 

But,  it  is  contended  by  some  gentlemen,  that 
the  French  edicts  are  not  revoked,  and  the  seizure 
of  the  ''New  Orleans  Packet''  at  Bordeaux,  in 
November,  is  relied  on  as  evidence  that  the  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  decrees  were  then,  and  in  that 
instance,  enforced  against  American  property. 
The  information  contained  in  the  Mes5age  of  the 
President,  communicated  to  this  House  the  day 
before  yesterday,  in  relation  to  this  seizure,  ren- 
ders it  doubtful  whether  the  New  Orleans  Packet 
was  seized  for  a  violation  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  or  for  some  other  cause ;  and  we 
have  no  evidence  that  this  seizure  was  made  by 


the  order  of  the  French  Government.  When  the 
despatch  of  Mr.  Russell  left  Paris,  the  views  of 
that  Government,  in  relation  to  this  act,  were  un- 
known to  our  agenL  It  is  uncertain  upon  what 
grounds  the  seizure  was  made.  And  in  this  state 
of  uncertainty,  shall  we  determine  the  grounds 
upon  which  it  was  made,  and  say  that  it  was 
made  for  a  violation  of  the  decrees  which  that 
Government  have  assured  us  were  revoked,  when 
the  next  arrivals  from  France  may  bring  inform- 
ation that  the  French  Government  have  disavow- 
ed this  actof  thee u«tom-house officer,  and  restore 
ed  the  property  ?  No,  sir,  let  ps  wait  for  further 
intelligence  before  we  act  tipon  this  subject. 
Suppose  that  we  should  pass  this  resolution,  and 
repeal  the  act  of  the  Ist  of  May,  and,  by  the  time 
this  repealing  act  becotoes  a  law,  informatioa 
should  oe  received  from  France  that  her  edicts, 
violating  our  neutral  commerce,  have  ceased  to 
have  their  effect;  that  American  vessels  and 
produce  are  admitted  into  all  the  ports  of  Fradca 
upon  terms  consistent  with  the  rights  of  a  neutral 
Power,  upon  the  conditions,  however,  mentioned 
in  the  President's  proclamation  1  Are  gentlemen 
awa^re  of  the  difficulties  in  which  such  a  state  of 
things  must  involve  us,  and  of  the  dangers  to 
which  all  American  property  in  the  power  of 
France  would  be  subjected  7  It  is  certainly  po»* 
sible  that  the  next  despatches  may  bring  informa- 
tion of  the  total  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  however  much  the  contrar)'  may 
be  apprehended  ;  and  I  am  willing  to  own,  sir, 
that  I  have  no  great  confidence  in  the.auccesa 
and  protection  which  commerce  is  to. find  under 
that  Government,  which  causes  aceounu  to  he 
published  in  its  official  papers  of  the  oonfiagra- 
tion  of  merchandise.  I  am  ready  to  admit,  that 
all  hopes  of  commercial  freedom  and  prosperity, 
in  such  times  and  under  such  a  Government,  will 
probably  prove  illusory.  But  your  attention  is  di- 
rected to  another  quarter.  Let  it  be  admitted  that 
the  French  decrees  are  still  in  force,  and  let  ua 
suppose  that  the  British  orders  have  been  repealed 
or  modified  before  this  day,  can  we  feel  justified 
in  repealing  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May  ?  CerUinly 
not.  For  if  Great  Britain  revokes  her  edicu,  and 
France  docs  not,  then  we  are  pledged  to  carry 
this  act  into  effect  against  France ;  and,  in  either 
event,  we  are  not  at  liberty  now  to  repeal  it,  un- 
less we  entirely  disregard  the  promise  we  have 
made.  We  are  bound  to  wait  until  we  can  learn 
the  state  of  things  in  England  on  this  day;  until 
we  can  ascertain  whether  the  British  orders  are 
this  day  in  force  against  us  or  not ;  and,  until  this 
information  can  be  obtained,  we  are  not,  in  my 
opinion,  at  liberty  to  repeal  this  act.  To  repeal 
it  would  be  an  injiiry  to  the  merchants  instead  of 
a  benefit ;  it  would' expose  them  to  increafcd  risks 
and  dangers. 

We  have  been  often  advised  to  leave  commerce 
unrestrained,  and  told  that  the  merchants  knew 
better  than  Congress  the  dangers  to  which  trade 
was  exposed.  But  the  predictions  which  have 
been  made  on  this  side  ot  the  House,  of  the  haz- 
ards to  which  trade  was  exposed,  although  at  the 
time  deemed  evil  and  unfounded,  hare,  unforti^ 
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be  reroked  by  a  hl^er  aathofity.  It  is  necessary , 
said  Mr.  C,  for  the  geotleman  to  prore  that  it  is 
ttot  an  equally  high  authority.  I  deny  that  it  \% 
not.  It  is  necessary  for  the  gentleman's  argument 
to  prove  that  the  substance  consists  in  the  form. 
I  deny  (t,  sir. .  There  is  a  form  in  which  acts  are 
enacted ;  but  forms  niay  be  dispensed  with.  Is 
it  true  that  the  fundami'ntal  laws  of  the  Empire, 
the  municipal  laws,  are  obligatory  on  foreign 
nations?  and  is  it  necessary  to  the  treaty-making 
power  or  to  the  execution  of  it,  that  the  party 
treatinff  should  be  possessed  of  a  perfect  knowl- 
edge of  the  laws  of  the  country  with  which  it  is 
treating?  No,  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  It  is 
not  a  matter  of  inquiry  by  the  negotiator.  The 
treaty«making  power,  the  Sovereign  of  the  coun- 
try, declares  that  they  shall  be  reTolced.  Sir,  shall 
we  hesitate  in  beliering  that  the  QoTernroent  of 
France  isa  despotism;  that  all  power  resides  in 
its  ruler?  When  such  is  the  Government  with 
which  you  treat,  what  do  you  want  but  a  decla- 
ration of  the  Governor  to  show  what  is  the  law 
of  the  country  ?  No  man  doubts  its  supremacy. 
The  declaration  of  hrs  will  is  complete  evidence 
of  what  shall  be  considered  as  obligatory  on  that 
country.  Have  we  not  then  an  unequivocal  de- 
claration of  his  will?  •  To  me  it  appears  we  have. 
I  say,  sir,  that  the  decrees  were  removed,  and 
that  if  the  violation  of  our  rights  continued  to^ 
morrow,  yet  the  decrees  were  so  revoked  on  the 
first  of  November  as  that  they  did  cease  to  violate 
our  commerce.  If  our  rights  are  now  violated,  it 
is  a  violation  independent  of  the  decrees,  by  the 
mere  will  of  an  arbitrary  and  powerful  Govern- 
ment. If  the  decrees  ate  thus  revoked,  we  must 
have  evidence  satisfactory  indeed  to  prove  that 
they  are  in  fact  adhered  to.  This  evidence  we 
have  not ;  but  if  it  be  afforded  by  an  express  de- 
claration or  uncourteous  silence  in  answer  to  the 
remonstrance  of  our  ag^nt  in  France,  it  will  then 
and  not  till  then  be  an  incumbent  duty  to  act  on 
the  subject. 

For  these  reasons  I  am  of  opinion  we  ought ^ 
not  at  this  time  to  act  on  a  question  not  neces- 
sarily connected  witharecommitmehtof  the  bill. 
I  hope  that  the  committee  will  be  permitted  to 
go  on  and  prepare  to  meet  circumstances  which 
may  occur.  And,  sir,  I  should  not  be  sorrv  if 
the  committee  had  no  other  duty  to  perform  than 
that  of  chanting  its  requiem.  I  do  not  consider 
the  law  a  benefit.  I  admit  that  nothing  ^ood  is 
likely  to  result  from  a  commerce  with  France; 
whilst  her  enormous  duties  exist,  it  will  be  a 
commerce  without  any  benefit  and  therefore 
illusory. 

Mr.  Wbeaton  said,  if  it  was  agreed  on  all 
bands  that  the  people  of  this  nation  were  in  an 
embarrassing  situation ;  if  it  was  equallv  agreed 
thatouremlMirrassments  had  risen  out  or  the  law 
passed  in  May  last,  why  not  repeal  that  law  ? 
Mr.  W.  said  he  was  not  disposed  to  criminate 
the  conduct  of  those  who  enacted  that  law,  nor 
Was  it  necessary  at  this  time  to  criminate  the 
conduct  of  the  Preisident  of  the  United  States  in 
issuing  his  proclamation  in  pursuance  of  it.  But 
in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  embarrassments  conse- 


quent on  that  law  and  the  prochimation  of  the 
President,  it  was  proposed  that  the  law  should 
now  be  repealed ;  and  be  thought  no  gentlemaa 
bad  as  yet  pretended  to  point  out  any  mode  hf 
which  this  nation  was  to  be  freed  from  those  em- 
barrassments, other  than  a  repeal  of  the  law  oat 
of  which  they  had  grown ;  and  it  seemed  bot 
to  be  the  wisti  of  all.  or  almost  all,  that  this  Jaw 
were  out  of  the  way,  provided  it  could  be  removed 
consistently  with  that  igood  faith  which  gentle- 
men seemed  to  think  pledged  by  this  OoremmeBt 
to  the  nations  upon  whom  this  law  w^as  intended 
to  operate.  The  principal  diffieolty  appeared  to 
be  with  respect  to  the  faith  pledged  to  ttie  Freock 
Government. 

It  had  been  said  th^t  one  of  the  objects  of  this 
law,  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. 
bad  actually  been  obtained  on  the  first  day  of 
November  last;  and,  that  being  the  case,  that 
the  Government  was  now  pledged  to  carry  the 
law  into  effect.  Whether  the  decrees  were  re- 
pealed or  not,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  did  not  pretend  te 
say.  The  President  of  the  United  States  vas,oa 
the  20th  day  of  November  last,  convinced  of  the 
fact.  Whether  the  Berlin  or  Milan  decrees  were 
or  were  not  repealed  tinder  all  the  formalities 
necessary  under  the  French  Goreroment  for 
such  an  act,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  could  not  conceive 
that  this  Government  was  in  any  maaner  pledged 
to  the  Great  Emperor  to  revive  a  measure  a^iost 
Great  Britain  so  embarrassing  to  the  ^reat  inter- 
ests of  this  country.  It  seethed  before  this  law 
had  been  enacted  a  sequestration  had  taken  place 
other  than  that  under  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees, the  effects  of  which  had  been  more  perni- 
cious to  the  commerce  of  this  country  than  those 
decrees.  Permit  me  to  ask,  said  Mr.  W.,  if  a 
man  steal  one  of  my  horses,  and  I  promise  him  if 
he  would  not  steal  another  I  would  not  prosecnte 
him  for  stealing  the 'first;  and  it  shotild  tora 
out  that  before  I  made  this  promise  he  had  stolea 
the  second  horse,  and  he  finally  reAises  to  restore 
either-*let  me  4sk  whether  I  should  be  bound  ia 

food  faith  not  to  prosecute  him  for  stealing  the 
rst  ?  We  do  not  require  of  the  French  Snaperor 
a  promise  of  restoration,  but  a  promise  that  be 
shall  do  so  no  more.    Before  we  passed  this  act, 
however,  he  bad  done  other  acts  than  those  con- 
templated by  the  law,  from  which  more  mischief 
had  resulted  than  from  all  he  had  done  before — 
ought  he  not  to  have  made  restoration  before  he 
I  could  claim  a  performance  of  this  promise  from 
us?    Would  anything  have  been  more  reasona- 
ble, and  was  not  that  the  opinion  of  our  Execu- 
tive alh  along?    Did  he  not,  in  the  commooiea- 
tions  to  our  Minister  in  France,  tell  him  expressly 
that  this  law  in  favor  of  France  should  not  be 
carried  into  effect  unless  the  French  Emperor 
should  as  well  revoke  those  decrees  as  provide 
for  a  reparation  of  the  mischief  he  had  done  ia 
the  mean  time?    I  contend,  sir,  that  it  was  not 
within  the  view  of  the  President,  when  he  issued 
his  proclamation,  that  it  should  have  effect  unless 
restoration  was  made  of  the  property  so  takea 
away.    Besides,  sir,  have  we  a  right  to  expect, 
or  did  this  law  contemplate  anything  more  oa 
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the  part  of  Great  Britaio  than  the  reseluding  her 
Orders  in  Council  ?  But  it  seems  now,  sir,  that 
the  French  Eonperor  deserre*  less  at  oar  hands 
bat  demands  more  than  when  this  law  was  made ; 
not  only  the  rescinding  of  the  Orders  in  Conncil, 
bat  something  further  which  was  never  contem- 
plated by  the  law;  that  is,  a  repeal  of  a  blockade 
enacted  io  1806.  And  our  QoTernmeot  have 
giren  the  British  Gbvernment  to  understand  that 
she  would  derire  no  benefit  from  rescinding  the 
Orders  to  Council  without  also  reroking  the 
blockade  instituted  io  1806. .  Sir,  are  not  the  ex* 
presstons  in  this  law  the  same  as  in  that  of  1809, 
under  wbieh  an  arrangement  was  made  with  the 
British  Oorernmeat?  Did  the  President  in  pur- 
suance of  that  law  issue  his  proclamation  ?  He 
did.  Waa  there  any  provision  then  made  for  a 
rerocation  of  the  blockade  of  May,  1806 1  There 
was  not.  Then  neither  tbis  Qovernment,  France, 
or  England,  had  any  right  to  expect  that  that 
blockade  was  to  be  looked  to  or  affected  by  tbe 
law  of  May  last. 

Now,  sir,  under  all  tbe^ie  circumstances,  when 
the  French  Covernmeoi  demands  more  and  de- 
lerves  less,  are  we  Jx>und  to  carry  the  law  into 
effect?  No,  sir;  nor  even  though  we  were  cer- 
uiD  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  re- 
pealed. Notwithstanding  I  shall  always  expect 
an  iageoioos  argument  on  any  subject  from  the 

fCDtleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cbeves,) 
was  a  little  surprised  at  the  Ingenuity  of  the 
argomeot,  that  although  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees  were  repealed  to-day,  and  to-morrow  the 
same  conduct  snoold  be  pursued  under  other  de- 
creet^ihat  in  that  case  the  French  Qovernment 
would  have  been  said  to  have  complied  with 
oar  intentions— 

[Mr.  Cbbves  explained.  He  bad  only  spoken 
of  the  construction  of  the  law,  and  bad  not  intend- 
ed to  say  that  the  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  would  exonerate  us  from  noticing 
other  injustice.  If  we  had  satisfactory  evidence 
of  sabsequent  injustice,  he  should  be  aisposed  to 
act  OQ  it  as  be  would  have  done  on  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees.] 

Mr.  Wbeator  appeared  to  be  aatisfied  with 
thn  explanation,  and  concluded  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Wriqbt  spoke  in  explanation  of  his  former 
observations. 
No  member  appearing  disposed  to  rise- 
Mr.  Randolph  saiiL  that  it  no  gentleman  will- 
ed to  uke  up  more  of  the  time  of  the  House,  he 
felt  very  little  disposition  to  do  so :  at  the  aame 
time  he  wished  to  be  distinctly  ooderstood,  as  to 
Uke  pledge  of  public  faith.  His  idea  was,  that  the 
xaie  of  things  under  which  the  law  piissed  re- 
ntiQed  unaltered  ;  but  in  his  opinion  no  possible 
act,  whether  of  a  friendly  or  hostile  character,  on 
^he  part  of  France  or  Great  Britain,  could  have 
tied  ihe  hands  of  this  Government  in  relation  to 
<he  law  in  question.  He  could  never  believe 
inat  it  was  anything  more  than  a  rule  of  conduct 
to  our  own  Gbvernmept  and  to  our  own  people ; 
j^warniog  to  the  people  of  what  the  law  was  to 
"^ )  a  preparatory  cadtion  to  them ;  or,  if  gentle- 
B^ca  chose  to  go  so  iar,  a  pledge  on  tbe  part  oft 


this  House  to  their  constituents  as  to  what  our 
future  conduct  would  be  towards  tbe  twobellig« 
erents.  He  protested  against  the  right  of  any 
foreign  Government  to  interfere  in  the  expound- 
ing of  tbe  laws  of  this  land,  unless  where  tbeir 
subjects  were  aggrieved  by  them.  The  only 
mode  in  which  this  Government  could  become 
bound  to  another  was  by  treaty. 

Let  us  look  back  a  little  while,  said  he.  We 
once  had,  if  I  recollect  right,  a  report  before  this 
House  declaring  that  only  three  possible  altema* 
tivps  presented  themselves  to  the  country — war, 
embargo,  or  disgrace.  I  |nic  it  emphatically  to 
the  advocates  of  that  positton*— are  those,  who 
would  have  neither  war,  or  embargo,  willing  to 
concede  that  by  their  act  the  nation  has  been  dis- 
graced ?  I  put  it  to  the  ffentlemen  whether  any 
pledge  of  this  kind,  given  by  a  vote  of  this  House, 
can  at  a  subsequent  rime  be  conjured  up,  to  ter- 
rify us  into  tbe  adoption  of  measures,  which  every 
man  acknowledges  to  be  pregnant  with '  great 
public  detriment,  if  not  with  ruin. 

'  My  object  in  bringing  forward  this  motion 
was  to  give  that '  practical  relief  to  the  people 
whom  I  represent  which  they  now  do,  or  sooQ 
will  stand  in  need  of— to  do  away  a  system  which 
has  no  efibet  upon  tbeir  enemies,  whose  deleteri- 
ous operation  is  confined  to  themselves  alone.  I 
want,  sir,  to  relieve  the  Virginia  planter,  and  not 
to  settle  questions  of'good  or  bad  faith,  or  of  mode 
or  courtesy,  with  the  French  Emperor  or  his 
courtiers.  We  do  appear  to  me  to  have  involved 
ourselves  in  a  most  embarrassing  situation.  I 
am  sometimes  inclined  to  doubt  whether  some 
freAzy  has  not  seized  upon  us,.  Gentlemen  get 
up  and  depict  in  the  strongest  colors  that  they 
can  command  the  injuries  we  have  received  from 
both  belligerents.  It  seems  to  be  tbe  unanimous 
sentiment  that  they  cannot  be  disguised  or  pal- 
liated, that  they  are  self  evident,  and  that  il  is  « 
waste  of  time  to  attempt  to  describe,  much  more 
to  demonstrate  them.  When,  Aey-preslo  /  in  the 
next  breath  we  stand  in  saeh  a  relation  to  the 
Emperor  of  France  that  it  is  sacrilege  to  doubt** 
what  ?  His  disposition  to  injure  us  ?  No*  That 
in  fact  he  has  hijured  aal  Not  at  all-^o  dpobc 
that  he  hais  jn  an v  one  instanoe,  although  tbe 
proof  is  all  the  while  staring  us  in  the  fiice— that 
in  any  one  instance,  tbis  Imperial  and  Royal 
Personage  has  been  found  to  depart  from  his  ink* 
perial  and  royal  word  1  God  bless  us !  and  is  thia 
the  man  of  whom  and  of  whose  acts  such  pie* 
tures  are  drawn  on  all  sides  of  this  House,  by 
men  of  all  descriptions  ?  Are  the  -  practical 
wrongs  which  the  people  of  this  coantry  have 
received  to  be  salved  over  with  douceurs  of  eti- 
quette 1  If  that  be  the  case  we  should  send  some 
dancing-master,  some  master  of  the  ceremonies; 
if  any  such  we  nave  among  us,  to  exchange  bows 
with  Duroc,  the  Imperial  Grand  Chamberlain ; 
things  might  be  settled  in  the  style  of  tbe  old 
miinuei  de  la  cour  ;  they  might  make  their  honora, 
go  all  around  the  room  in  great  state,  and  would, 
no  doubt,  end  precisely  where  thev  began. 

Some  of  tbe  assertions — for  he  would  eall 
them  nothing  ehe— which  had  been  advanced  ib 
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the  eorfrse  of  the  debate,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  did  not 
hotd  himself  bouDd  to  notice.  He  must  sajr  that 
ar^umeat  he  had  yet  heard  none  on  the  chief 
point  in  dispute;  viz:  that  the  faith  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  pledged,  and  that  that  faith  will  be 
broken  if  the  act  be  repealed.  As  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  I^isk)  had  proposed 
to  get  over  this  difficulty.,  How  ?  Not  by  repeal- 
tag  the  act  regulating  commercial  intercourse 
with  the  belligerents,  bat.  forsooth,  by  suspending 
its  operation.  It  is  said,  that  on  this  second  dav 
of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord<»-(we  sti(l 
-eount  by  the  Christian  era  in  this  country,  I 
thank  Gk>d !)  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eleven — you  staai}  bound  to  carry  into  effect  a 
vigorous  aon^iuterooorse  with  England.  Tou 
eaooot  repeal  it — hut  then  you  may  say  auapend 
it!  How  long?  From  session  to  aesaion,  as 
some  laws  hare  been  suspended,  erer  since  I  had 
a  aeat  in  this  House  ?  i  take  the  gentleman  at 
his  word  and  agree  so  to  suspend.  I  am  for  sub- 
stantial relief,  and  if  the  term  euepeneion  will 
operate  as  a  salvo  on  the  conscience  of  the  gen- 
ileman  from  New  York,  no  doubt  it  will  be 
equally  potent  and  operative  with  others. 

Again,  listen  to  my  worthy  colleague  near  the 
door  (Mr.  Epfes.)  He  too  conceived  that  We 
Were  pledged  to  France.  Ia  redemption  of  that 
pledge  he*  had  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  rigorous 
eafercement  of  non-intercourse  with  England. 
He  now  moved  to  recommit  the  bill.  Why  1 
**  There  hpng*^  he  said,-  '^a  cloud  over  that  q^r- 
fer"-*it  was,  however,  but  a  ^  speck"  in  the  hori- 
MD,  not  of  war,  but  of  treachery  and  ill  faith. 
What,  sir,  had  the  Committee  of  Foreign  ReU- 
lations  proposed  to  dot  It  was  to  carrv^  into 
effect  with  good-faith  this  contract  whicfc  they 
say  we  have  made  with  France,  and  which  I  say 
we  did  not  make.  Was  it  not  the  object  of  the 
Vill,  which  the  gefitlenun  this  morning  moiB^ed  to 
lecommit,  to  carry  into  effect  the  stipulations 
said  to  have  been  entered  into  t)etweefl  us  and 
FiTaacel  Unquestionably  it  was*  The  gentle- 
man, then,  by  his  own  showing,  has  found  cause  in 
the  conduct  of  the  French  Qovemnent  for  failing 
%»  do  that  wJiich  by  bis  ow^  argument  the  United 
States  are  bound  in  good  faith  to  ^zecote ;  over 
which  they  have  not  any  diseretioodlrv  fiower 
whatever.  The  question  Is  anrrendered,  sir,  en- 
tirelv  on  the  other  side,  The  expedient  of  tho 
gentleman  ft'om  New  York  to  suspend  the  opem* 
'  iton  of  the  law-the  proposition  of  the.  genile- 
man  from  Virgioia  to  delay  carrying  it  into  eze»> 
cutioiir  as  he  had  contemplated  before  the  late 
ioteliigence  from  Paris,  are  virtuallv  and  sub* 
acantially,  in. principle,  the  same  with  my  own. 
which  has  excited  so  much  reprehension.  The 
power  to  suspend  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  implies  the  power,  praetiealiy,  to  repeal ; 
and  it  is  admitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir* 

ginia  that  a  state  of  things  has  arisen  in  which 
e  f^ls,  if  not  released  from  his  obligation,  yet 
that  it  hangs  so  loosel]r  about  him,  that  he  will 
desist  from  carrying  it  into  effect.  Upon  the 
argument  of  either  gentleman,  the  question  is 
yieUled.    if  the  honor  of  the  united  Staiea  ia 


mortgaged^  let  it  be  forthwith  redeemed.  If  it 
be  indeed  pledged  let  us  not  come  halting  to  this 
House  with  the  national  faith  in  one  hand  sod 
expedients  to  evade  it  in  the  other.  There  can 
be  on  such  a  question  no  recurrence  to  exjiedi- 
ents.  This  is  the  second  of  February.  Tli« 
time  has  arrived — the  hour  now  ia.  when  gentle* 
men,  by  their  own  arguments,  if  their  argumeoii 
be  just,  are  bound  to  fulfil  the  contiact,  which  1 
do  not  undertake  to  expound,  but  which  thef  say 
has  been  nnde,  certainly  in  a  manner  verjoorel 
to  our  Coo»tijLution,  between  the  House  of  Rep» 
resentatives  on  the  one  hand,  ^nd  Boaaptrieoa 
the  otbeT'—abar^iU' which,  like  the  bargsiosof 
old,  with  the  devil,  there  is  no  shaking  ofi^  It  isa 
bargain  which  icredulity  and  imbecility  eoten 
into  with  cunniagnnd  power:  it  is  like  the  stock 
in  a  neighboring  turap ike,  which  you  can  neidi« 
sell  nor  give  away,  but  which  operates  as  ts 
eternal  lien  upon  every  shilling  of  your  property. 
Ye3,  air !  I  call  upon  ^atienen  to  make  good 
their  promise  to  His  Majesty  the  fimperor  of  the 
French  and  Kinn  of  I(aly--*to  redeem  their  pledge 
— ^to  cut  off  in  fact  nearly  the  whole  of  oor  ei- 
isting^rade,  in  return  for  the  liberty  d"  trading 
by  license  from  the  three  favored  ports  which  it 
has  pleased  His  Imperial  Mijesty  to  pririlege. 
No  man  believes«-l  beg  pardon,  sir— ^I  was  aixnt 
to  say,  but  I  will  not,  that  no  man  believes  one 
lyllaole  of  this  breach  of  fhith  on  our  pait  I 
have  too  muoh  confidence  in  the  hchior  of  gen- 
tlemen  not  to  be  convinced  that  thev  hare  pei- 
suaded  themselves  to  this  effect,  nlthoogfa  it  is 
incomprehensible  to  me.  Bound,  sir.  to  whoml 
To  Bonaparte?  Bound  to  Shylock?  Booed 
to  reader  up  not  oaty  the  pound  of  flesh  hot 
every  jot  of  blood  in  tbe  Constitution.  Does  hs 
eome  forward  with  his  pockets  awelled  with 
American  treasure  — do  hb  miniona,  faitened 
Upon  our  spoil,  whether  obtained  by  puUie 
mpine  or  private  extortion— 4o  they  come  (ot- 
ward  calling  upon  us  to  make  saerinces  of  oor 
best  interest  on- the  shrine  of  their  resentments, 
in  the  name  too  of  good,  faith !  As  well  might 
the  mechanic  with  whom  you  deal  present  yroa 
his  bill  after  forcing  you  to  deliver  your  porse 
on  the  highway. 

I  did  not  intend,  sir,  to  say  anything  oo  this 
subject;  but  except  (he  gentleman  from  Nev 
York,  (Mr.  Mitcbill,)  not  one  haa  liaen  on  this 
side  of  the  House  who  has  not  Goamaded  that  a 
breach- of  faith  is  iovolYed  in  my  propositioa.  I 
jMa  sorry  to  speak  of  aides  of  the  House,  hot  they 
have  been  already  named  in  the  most  s^oiSesst 
manner.  •  I  wish,  sir,  that  as  the  geotlemao  fron 
New  York  and  myself  are  likely  to  be  ahwe  oo 
this  question,  he  could  derive  as  nMch  eoasola- 
tion  from  voting  with  me  as  I  shall  hare  frota 
having  the  support  of  liia  learning  and  iogeanitf* 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  said  that  the  lav  of 
the  fini  of  May  laat  was  not  e  law  made  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  alone,  bnt  by  the  coa- 
stiti^ted  authorities  of  the  United  States,  and  wis 
a  most  solemti  obligation.  The  operaiioa  w 
that  law  d^d  not  depend  019  the  hill  reported  bf 
the  Chaicman  of  the  Commitcea  of  FoRigi  S^ 
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latioos,  DOW  proposed  to  bfi'recomnuUed;  lUat 
biil  might  be  rejected  and  lost ;  but  the  law  of 
the  first  of  May  would  go  ioto  effect  immediately 
after,  twelve  o'clock  in  the  night  following  this 
day.  The  bill,  to  recotninit  which  the  motion  is 
made,  is  not  that  on  which  a  non-intercourse 
with  Great  Britain  is  bottomed ;  it  is  an  auxiliary 
ooty,  hot  dot  an  essential  one,  to  the  law  of  the 
first  of  May:  and  contain^  provisions  more  effec- 
tnaiiy  to  enforce  it. 

The  opinion  respecting  the  law  of  the  first  of 
May,  at  the  time  ft  was  enacted,  is  the  same  as 
that  DOW  entertained  by  me.  It  is  not  a  law  of 
mere  internal  police  for  the  citizens  of  the  tJiiited 
States,  containing  regulations  of  conduct  in  their 
commercial  proceedings.  It  is  a  law  offering  a 
friendly  proposition  of  contract  and  agreement, 
inrolvm^  the  destinies  of  nations.  By  that  law 
a  proposition  of  friendly  agreement  was  offered 
in  the  most  conciliatory  manner,  aod  consistent 
with  the  most  rieid  neutral  principles,  to  Qreat 
Britain  and  to  France.  The  language  of  that 
law,  in  other  words,  is :  You,  Great  Britain,  and 
yea,  France,  have  respectively,  by  your  com- 
mercial restrictions  and  edicts  injured  the  United 
States,  and  deprived  them  of  the  enjoyment  of 
their  neutral  rights;  one  other  proposition  is  made 
to  you.  If  you,  France,*  or  you,  Great  Britain, 
will  repeal  your  respective  edfcts,  so  that  they 
shall  cease  to  violate  (he  neutral  rights  of  the 
Doited  States,  and  will  inform  the  President  of 
the  United  Staties  that  you  have  so  done,  then  he 
shall  announce  the  same  by  proclamation;  and  if 
the  other  of  you  will  not.  within  three  months 
after  the  date  of  that  proclamation,  have  so  ris- 
roked  yoor  edicts  as  that  they  shall  have  ceased 
to  violate  the  oentral  rights  of  the  United 'States, 
then,  and  in  ^hat  case,  a  non-intercourse  shall  be 
enforced  between  the  United  Slates  and  which* 
ever  of  yon  shall  refuse  to  repeat  your  edicts. 

At  the  time  the  law  was  enacted,  it  was  not 
known  that  France  and  Great  Britain,  or  either 
of  them,  would  agree  to  the  proposition  offered 
in  that  law;  that  law,  therefore,  was  impartial. 
Copies  of  that  law  were  immediately  sent  to  the 
Ministers  of  the  United  States  at  Paris  and  at 
London,  with  intent  that  the  copies,  with  the 
least  possible  delay,  be  oflScially  preseated  to 
each  Government,  that  they  mi^ht  act  on  the 
subject  as  they  might  judse  fit  and  proper.  Great 
Britain  had  the  power  of  choice  and  election  as 
well  as  Franee,  whether  she  would  prefer  a 
friendly  and  amieable  intercoor^,  of  a  non-in- 
tercourae  with  the  United  States^  France  has 
agreed  to  the  proposition  offered  by  the  United 
States  in  the  law  of  the  first  of  May.  France 
has  preferred  a  friendly  and  amicable  intercourse 
with  the  United  States,  and,  in  pursuance  there- 
of^ has  revoked  her  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  so 
that  they  bare  ceased  to  violate  the  neuttai 
rights  of  the  United  States;  and  in  consequence 
the  President  of  the  United  States  issued  his 
proclatnaition  accordingly.  No  iaformation  is 
arrived,  declaring  (and  it  is  not  believed)  that 
Great  Britain  has  repealed  her  Orders  in  Council, 
so  that  they  have  ceased  to  violate  the  'neutnu 


rights «f  the  United  Slates.    The-day  of  the  ex* 
istence  of  the  non-intercourse  is  at  band;  Great 
Britain  has  itself  only  to  blame  for  the  state  of 
things  that  will  be,  that  is,  for  the  non-intercourse 
and  the  events  eotasequent  thereto.    The  law  of 
the  first  of  May  is  now  absolute.    Fran6e  has 
acted  on  it,  and  made  it  irrevocable.    That  law 
may  be  revoked  by  a  violation  of  good- faith  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  or  on  the  part  of 
France.    If  any  compact  can  be  of  greater  dig* 
nity  than  a  treaty,  the  law  of  the  first  of  May, 
made  by  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  United 
States,  and  agreed  to  and  acted  on  by  the  con* 
stituted  authority  of  France^  foriQs  that  compact* 
That  compact  and  agreement,  dignified  in  ita 
nature  and  superlatively  pre-eminent,  by  reason 
that  it  is  founded  on  a  law  consented  to  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  Stales,  is  a  firm  and  6ona^/i(ie  pledge  a»4 
guarantee  of  amity. between  the  UoKed  States 
and  France.    And  shall  we  now  be  asked  to  adopt 
a  motion  to  instruct  the  Committee  of  Foreigi^ 
Relations  to  report  a  bill  to  repeal  the  law  of  the 
first  of  May,  and  thereby  to  violate  a  compact- 
solemnly  agreed  to  and  sanctioned  by  the  United 
States  and  Francel    Shall  the  Representatitpes  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  be  called  on  to 
do  an  act  which,  If  done,  would  effectually  de^ 
stroy  and  erase  every  principle  of  good  faith, 
would  sink  this  nation  deep  in  infamy  and  dis« 
grace,  and  which,  in  all  human  probability,  would 
eventually  draw  after  it  a  war  with  Fn(pce  and 
her  allies?    If  the  proposition  to  amend  be  adopt- 
edy  and  the  law  of  the  first  of  May  be  repealed  in 
coQseauence  thereof,  is  there  one  nation  on  earth 
who  tnereafter  would  tr^st  the  United  States,  or 
confide  in  any  declaration  they  would  make?    If 
Great  Britain  had  agreed  to  the  proposition  of- 
fered by  the  law  of  the  first  of  May,  and  if  France 
had  refused  to  agree  to  it,  or  delayed  that  agree- 
ment. I  would,,  said  Mr.  R.,  in  that  event,  have 
urged  the  non-intercourse  against  France.  France 
has'  agreed  to  that  proposition,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  has  proclaimed  the  fact.  Great 
Britain  has  not,  as  far  as  is  known  here,  agreed 
to  tha.t  proposition,  and,  in  eonsequenoe  thereof, 
the  law  of  the  first  of  May  commands  tiie  noif 
intercourse  to  progress  against  Great  Bfitaio  and 
her  dependencies.    Words  adequate  to  exjiresa 
my  ideas- on  this  im|iortant  subject  are  denied  to 
me.    It  only  remains  to  declare,  that  I  will  pro* 
nounce  my  solemn  negative  against  the  proposi* 
tion  offered  to  amend  the  motion  for  recommit- 
ment. 

Mr.  Garocnier  spoke  at  length  in  amplifica- 
tion and  explanation  of  his  former  remarks. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph's motion  to  instruct  the  committee  to  re- 
port a  bill  for  repealing  the  law  of  May  last,  and 
decided  in  the  negative— yeas  45,  nays  67,  as 
follows: 

TsAS-->Io«eph  AUen,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel  Blais. 

dell,  Jaaies  Breckenridge,  John  Csmpbell,  Jdm  O. 

Chamberlain,  WilUam  Chamberlin,  Epaproditos  Chan- 

pion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Bavwiport,  jr.,  WiUism 

I  B|y,  James  Bmott,  Barant  Gaidani^s,  Charles  QMh 
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borough,  ThoraM  IL  Gold,  Edwin  Gny,  Wiliiam  Hale, 
Nfttbaniel  A.  Haven,  Jonetluai  H.  Hubbaid,  Bbeneier 
Huntington,  Richard  Jackcon,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins, 
William  Kennedy,  Joieph  Lewis,  jr^  Robert  Le  Roy 
Livingston,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pick- 
man,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John 
Rando[ph,  DiM^tel  Shefiey,  John  Stanley,  James  8te- 

5ben8on,  Lewis  B.  Starges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel 
'aggart,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel 
'Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Al*ton,jr.,  William 
Anderson,  Ezekiel  Baoon,  David  Bard,  Bnrwell  Baa- 
sett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
WiUiam  A.  Bnrwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran, 
Wiltiam  Crawford^  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John 
W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack 
Frankhn,  Banillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David 
8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholion,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
James  Holland,  Jacob  Hnfty,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  William 
.McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Montgomery, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Gurdon  8.  Mnmford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  New- 
tpn,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Erastns  Root,  Ebene- 
zer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  A.  Scudder,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie, 
George  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Rich* 
ard  Stanford,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M. 
Troup,  Charles  Tumerj  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert 
Whitehill,  Robert  Witherspoon,  and  Robert  Wright 

Another  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Ran- 
DOLPB,  to  amend  the  said  motion  for  recommit- 
ment, by  adding  thereto  the  following:  **with 
instruction  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to  sus- 
pend the  operatioD  of  the  fourth  section  of  the 
^*Aet  concerniog  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  their  dependencies." 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  40,  nays  67,  aa 
follows: 

YiAS-^oseph  Allen,  Abij«h  Bigelow,  Daniel  Blata- 
dell,  JaoMs  Breckenridge,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  Wil- 
liam Chamberiin,  Epaphroditna  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  WiUiam  Ely,  James 
£mott>  Barest  Gardenier,  Charles  6oldsborougb,Thoa. 
R.  dold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Ebene* 
aar  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins, 
William  Kenne<^,  Philip  B.  Key^  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Archibald  McBryde,  Jona* 
than  O.  Moseley,  Benjamin  Pickman  jr.,  Timothy  Pit* 
kin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sticr- 
gcb,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Nicholas  Van 
Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William 
Anderson,  Ezekiel  Baoon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bas- 
sett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Burwell,  William  BuUer,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
Langdon  Chevea,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W. 
Bppes,  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Banittai  Gan- 


nett, Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gbol- 
son,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Jacob  En&j, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Nathaniel  Maoon,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKm, 
William  McKinley,  John  Montgomery,  NiekohsR. 
Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gordon  8. 
Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Johi 
Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  PenaijiTanii, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samnd 
Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebeneser  Sifi, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Jcdin  A.  Scudder,  Adam  Seybert, 
Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Thomp- 
son, Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tamer,  jr.,  Robert  WeaUey, 
Robert  Whitehill,  Robert  Witherspoon,  and  Robeit 
Wright 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  the  recommit- 
ment of  the  bill,  and  resoWed  in  the  affirmatire- 
yeas  82,  nays  9,  as  follows : 

YKAS--Joeeph  Allen,  Lemnel  J.  Alston,  jr.,  WiHiiB 
Anderson,  Exekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bm- 
sett,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Borwdl 
William  Butier,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  CUy,  Jama 
Cochran,  WilUam  Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Joaeph 
Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  WUliam  Findley,  Jonathaa 
Flsk,  Banillai  Gannett,  Barent  Gardenier,  Gtdeoi 
Gardner,  David  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Chailei 
Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Nathaniel  A.  Havea, 
James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jr^ 
Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M^  Johnson,  Thomu  Keaia, 
William  Kennedy,  Joseph  Lewis  jr.,  Robert  Le  Rof 
Livington,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexioder 
McKim,  WUUam  McKinley,  John  Montgomery,  Nieb- 
olas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, Gv- 
don  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Joho 
Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rbcatf 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold,J«hi 
Roane,  Eraatus.Root,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Thomaate- 
mona,  John  A.  Scudder,  Adam  Seybert,  SamaelSbav, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Saffloil 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  SUnibrd,  JohnSoa- 
ley,  James  Stephenson.  Samuel  Taggait,  John  Thomp- 
son, Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KiOiiB 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  WhiiehiS. 
Ezekiel  Whitman,  James  Wilson,  Robert  WitheiHio<tt> 
and  Robert  Wright 

Nats — ^Abijah  Bigelow,  James  Breckenridge,  Ml^ 
tin  Chittenden,  William  Hale,  Ebeneaer  Huntingtoo, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Archibald  UtBrf^ 
and  Jacob  Swoope. 


MoRDAT,  February  4. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  ''An  act  to  incorporate  the  Baokof 
Potomac,"  toffether  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto,  by  the  select  committee,  on  Sitor^^f 
last,  were  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTfift,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed the  thirty-first  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  to  eot- 
ble  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Terrttorf  to  fom 
a  constttuitOQ  and  State  government,  and  (or 
the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  ooaB 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States;  whieo 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Coffliniii^ 
of  the  WJiole  on  Thursday  next. 
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Mr.  Newton  laid  before  the  Hotiise  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  Slate  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Mf^Quftctores,  enclosing  a  table  of 
customs,  payable  in  Great  Britain,  upon  the  pro* 
ductions  of  the  United  States,- taken  from  Meas- 
call's  book  of  rates,  of  180?;  which  were  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  bill  to  secure  to  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  an  equal  advaatage  in  exporting  arti* 
eles,  the  growth  or  produc?  of  the  United  States, 
to  foreign  ports}  ai^d  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Morrow^  froin  the  comomtee  appointed 
on  the  Message  of  tbe  President  of  the  Unked 
States,  on  the  thirtieth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill 
for  tbe  disposal  of  certain  copies  of  a  collection 
of  the  laws,  treaties,  and  other  documents,  relative 
to  the  public  lands ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  to-mor- 
row. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  election 
of  sherifl&  in  the  Indiana  TerritDry ;  and,  after 
some  time  spem  theretO|  the  bill' was  reported  with 
amendments;  which  were  read,  and  concufreci 
in  by  the  Ho^ise,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Efpes,  from  the  Com  m  if  tee  on  iForeign 
Relations,  reported  the  following  bill: 

A  Bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^^n  act  coii*' 
cerning  ihe  commercialintercourse  between  the  Uni- 
ted Stotes  and  6rea.t  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes.** 
Be  it  enacted,  Jjrc,  That  no  vessel,  owned  wholly  by 
I  citizen  or  ciUsensof  the  United  States,  which  shall 
luve  departed  from  a  British  pofrt,  prior  to  the  2d  day 
nf  February,  IBIl^  and  no  merchandise  owned  wholly 
^  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  imported 
in  such  vessel,  shall  be  liable  to  seisurto  or  Ibrfc^ure  to 
Mcount  of  any  infraction  or  presumed  infiaetioa  of 
the  provision  of  the  act  te  wbieh  this  act  is  a  suppio* 
Bent 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Cood- 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  House  resolf  ed  itself  into  a  Committee  ot 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  proposed  by  Mr* 
Macon. 

The  first  ^estion  was  pn  accepting  the  attend- 
meat  proposed  by. Mr.  Wriobt  to  iVfr.  ^nmcT'a 
amendment,  (requiring  each  member  to  exhibit  a 
list  of  his  connexions  excluded  from  office  by  Mr. 
CIuinct's  proposition;)  which  was  decided  in 
the  negative — ayes  31,  noes  62. 

The  second  qdestion  was  on  the  adoption  of 
Mr.  dniNCT^s  amendment  (going  to  exdude  blood 
connexions  from  office;)  negatived — ayes  fi5,  -  • 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  main  reso- 
lutioo,  and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative— ayes 
63,  noes  31. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  re- 
solution without  amendment. 

Mr.  Res  A,  of  Tennessee,  moved  an  indefinite 
postponement  5f  the  subject,  which  was  decided 
in  the  negative-^yeas  32,  nay^  80^  as  follows : 
llthCoM.  3d8i:ss.— $9 


YiAS — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  William  Chamberiin,  Matthew 
Clay,  Richard  Cutts,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Barzillai  Gannett, 
Gideon  Gardner,  David  8^  Garland,  Daniel  Heister, 
William  Helms,  James  Holland,  John  Love,  Alexan- 
der McKim,  Sam.  L.  Mitchill,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  John 
NidMlson,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Lemnel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scudder, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  dmith,  Henry  Southard,  Uri 
Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  junioiv  Robert  Weakley,  and 
Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Joseph  Allen,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Bas- 
sett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Abuah  Bigelow,  Daniel  Blais- 
dell,  James  Breckcnridge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Burwell,  William  Bntlerj  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  C. 
Chamberlain,  Langdon  Chevcs,  Martin  Chittendeui 
James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
Joseph  Pesha,  James  Emott,  John  W.  £ppes,  William 
Finoley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barent  Gardenier,  Tho- 
mas Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,. 
Edwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jon- 
athan H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Ebeneser  Hunting- 
ton, Richard  JacksoUt  Jr.,  Rtcfaaid  M.  Johnson,  Thomas 
Kenatf,  WilBam  Kennedy,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.»  Robert 
I^e  Roy  Uringatoni  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,* 
Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Sam.  McKee, 
William  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  MUler,  WiUiam  .Mii- 
nor,  John  Montgomexyi  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Moeeley,  Thomas  Kewbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  Beig'n  Pickman,  jr.»  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quiney,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Dennis  Smelt, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smitbf  Samuel  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Jacob  Swpope,  John  Thompson,  George  M. 
Troup;  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Laban  Wheaton,  Robert  Whitehill>  Esekiel  Whitman, 
James  Wilson,  Robert  Witherspoon,  Robert  Wright. 

Mr.  HoBBABO  then  fnoved  to  amend  the  reso* 
Intion,  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

**  No  Senator  or  Representative,  who  may  have  been 
such  at  the  timie  of  the  election  of  any  President,  or 
during  the  termibr  which  he  shall 'have  been  elected, 
shall  be  appointed  to  any  oflloei  plaee,  or  empioyment, 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  until  the  ez- 
piraiion  of  the  Presidential  term  in  which  such  person 
shall  have  been  a  SensAor  or  Representative  aforesaid." 

The  question  on  the  adoption,  of  Mr.  HuBBARn*8 
amendment  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  46, 
nays  67,  as  follows : 

YiAS— Joseph  Alien,  David  Bard,  Abtjah  Bigelow, 
Daniel  BfausdeU,  James  Breckenridge,  WiUiam  A.  Bur- 
well, William  Chamberiin,  Martin  Chittenden,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  RIehard  Cutts,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  BaxziUat  Gannett,  Barent  Oaraenier,  Gideon 
Gardner,  Charlea  Goldaborotigh,  Thos.  R.  Gold,  WiUiam 
Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister^  William 
Helins,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Huntington, 
Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Herman  ^ick- 
erbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Rbbert  Le  Roy  Livtngaton, 
John  Love,  Vincent  Matthews,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gurdon  8.  Mumfind,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Benjamin  Kekman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Bliaha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qutncy,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Samuel  Ringgold,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A. 
Scudder,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Laban 
Wheaton,  and  James  Wilson. 
I     NiYs-'Lemuel  J.  AUton,  WiUis  Alstdn,  jr..  WU- 
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liam  Anderaon,  £z6kiel  Bacon^  Burwell  Bottett,  WU- 
lium  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Wiliiam 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Ja«.  Coch* 
ran,  Orchard  Cook,  William  Crawford,  Joseph  Desha, 
James  £mott,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Jon* 
Ethan  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  GhoIson»  Pe- 
terson Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Jame9  Holland,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde, 
Alexander  McKim,  William  McKinley,  Pleasant  M. 
Miller,  Williapi  Milnor«  Samuel  L*  Mitchill,  John 
Montgomery,  Jeremiah  Monow,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Thomas  JNewton,  John  Nicholson,  Peter  B.  Sorter, 
John  Rea  of  PenniylTsnia,  Matthias  Rk|iards,  John 
'  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sai^^e,  Ebenezer  Sca- 
ler, Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smilie,  Geo.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Heary 
Southard,  Rich*d  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope, 
George  M.  Troup,  Chades  Turner,  jr.,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley, 
Ezekiel  Whitman,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  WiUierspoony 
and  Robert  Wright 

The  maiD  question  wtat  then  taken,  to  concur 
"With  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  agree- 
taent  to  the  resolution,  when  there  appeared — 
yeas  71,  nays  40,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Lemuel  J.Alston,  Burwell  Bassett,  WilKam 
W.  Bibb,  AVijah  Bigelow,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James 
Breckenridge,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Cham- 
berlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cheves, 
Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  William  Craw- 
ford, Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James  EmotL  John 
W.  Eppes,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thos.  Gholson,  Cfharles 
Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Edwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  N&Uianiel  A.  Haven,  Jon« 
athan  H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  HuAy,  Ebenezer  Hunting- 
ton, Richard  Jackson,  jr.',  Thomas  Kenan,  William 
Kennedy,  Herman  Knidterback^,  Joseph  T«ewis,  jun., 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Maeon,  Tirieent  Matthews,  Ar- 
chibald McBryde,  Saauel  McKee.  WiUiam  McKinley, 
William  Milnor,  John  Mantgomery,  Jeremiah  Morraw, 
Jonathan  O.  Mocelay,  Thomas  Newbold.  JoMfrfi  Pear- 
aon,  Tim'y  Pitkin,  jr.,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  Joaiah  Qakiay, 
John  Raa  of  PennaylYaaia,  Sanmel  Ringgold,  John- 
Roane,  Ehenaier  Sa^,  Adam  Seyhert,  Paniel  Shefihy, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie^  Gaai^ga  Snitb,  Samnej 
Smith,  Richard  SUnford,  John  Stanley*  L^wia  B.  Stur- 
gea,  George -M.  Troup,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  Laban  Wheaton,  Robert  Whitohill,  Eae- 
kid  Whitman,  and  Robert  Witheiapoon. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Adim 
Binrd,  Robert  Brown^  Matthew  Olay,  Richard  Cutts, 
William  Ffaidley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Barxillai  Gannett, 
Barent  Gardenier,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  Garland, 
Daniel  Heister,  William  Halros,  James  HoUand,  Wal- 
ler Jones,  Alexander  McKira,  Samoel  L.  Mitohill, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Gurdon  S.  Mumlbrd,  John-  Nich- 
olson, Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneseee,  Mat- 
tUaa  Richards,  Erastns  Root,  Thomas  Sammons^  John 
A.  Scudder,  Ebenezer  Seavor,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
Smith,  Heaiy  Southard,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Tholtep- 
Bon,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  KilHan  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley;  James  Wilson,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Robert  Wright. 

A  discussion  hefe  arose  on  (he  question,  whe- 
ther the  majority  of  two-thirds,  mentiooed  in  (he 
Constitution,  was  necessary  on  all  intermediate 


questions,  or  only  on  the  final  vote  to  pass  the 
engrossed  resolution. 

Messrti.  Wriobt,  Botd,  and  RHEA,of  Teooes- 
see,  were  of  opinion  that  twotbirds  were  necn* 
sary  in  any  stage  of  its  pro^re^s ;  and  Messn. 
Macon.  Tnoup,  Sreffet,  W.  Alston,  Mitch- 
iLL,aQd  Cheves,  maintained  the  contrary  position 

The  House  adjourned,  without  comiog  to  i 
decision  on  this  point. 


TuEBDAy,  February  5. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Pennsylruii, 
John  Roas,  appeared,  and  took  bis  seat. 

Mr.  Seybebt  presented  the  petition  of  sandrf 
manufacturers  of  coarse  linen  cloths,  in  thecitf 
of  Philadelphia,  praying  an  increase  of  duties  os 
the  importation  into  the  United  States  of  forcip 
manufactured  linen. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  from  the  committee  appointed. ra 
the  thirtieth  ultimo,  on  the  bill  from  the  Seoate 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Milii' 
reported  the  agreement  of  the  committee  to  th( 
bill,  without  amendmeat;  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  Root,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,!, 
whom  was  committed  the^  bill  from  the  Seoate. 
entitled  *^An  act  making  compensation  to  Jok 
Eu|reoe  Leiizendorfer,  for  services  rendered  tiie 
United  States  iq  the  war  with  Tripoli,"  reported 
the  same,  with  an  amendment;  which  w&sread 
and,  together  with  the  bill,  comaiitted  to  a  Com- 
mit(ee  of  the  Whole  to  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jobnsom,  the  aelect  commit- 
tee were  discharged  from  the  farther  con.^iti«ii* 
lion  of  the  bills  to  incorporate  the  Farmers'  Bask 
of  Alexandria,  and  to  inc0rpor»ce  the  Union  fiank 
of  Ckorgetowa;  and  ther  were  committed  to  ibc 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  "  to  istst 
poriite  the  Bank  of  Potomac." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  QucNor,  the  CommittMof 
the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  coosiden* 
tion  of  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale  and  grsoicf 
a  certain,  quantity  of  public  land  to  the  proprie 
tors  of  the  Middlesex  Canal,  and  it  was  cop- 
milted  to  the  Committee  of  ihe  Whole  oo  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  proridiogfff 
the  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain  quantity  of  pobl^c 
land  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Cajol  j 
Company," 

The  House  resoUed  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ricbani 
Tervin,  WiUiam  Coleman,  Edwin  Lewis,  Sam* 
uel  Mtms,  Joseph  Wilspn^aod  the  Baptist  Cboni 
at  Sdlem  Meeting-house,  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory. The  bill  was  rej>orted  without  ameod* 
ment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  resd  the 
third  time,  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  ioto  a  Coramitteeof 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
''An  act  making  compensation  to  John  Eugese 
Leitzendorfer,  for  services  rendered  to  the  Uoitetl 
States  in  the  war  with  Tripoli/'  and  the  ameod- 
ment  reported  thereto  by  the  Commitie«o< 
Claims.    The  UU  and  amendment  was  agreed 
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to,  and  coDcurred  in  by  the  House^  and  ordered 
to  a  third  readiog  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Cotumitteeof 
the  Whole  oo  the  bill  proTiding  for  the  sale  of  a 
tract  of  land  lyiog  ua  4be  Sta^e  of  Tennessee,  and 
a  tract  in  the  lodiana  Territory.  The  bill  was 
reported  without  amendtaaeot,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to*morrQW. 

BAI^'KS  IN  TH£  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIil. 

Mr.  CBEtBa,  from  the  aalect  committee  to 
whom  were  committed  the  several  bills  from  the 
Senate  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Washington, 
to  JQcorporate  the  farmers'  Bank  of  Alexat^dria, 
and  to  incorporate  the  Union  Bank  of  George- 
town^made  a  further  report,  in  part,  of  the  agree- 
ment of  the  committee  to  the  first  mentioned  bill, 
with  an^en d men ta;  which  were  read,  and,  together 
with  the  bill,  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  OQ  tke  bill  from  the  Senate  ""  to  incorpo- 
rate the  Bank  of  Potomac" 

The  report  is  as  followa : 

The  oonmittae^  to  whom  was  referred  fitndry  bills 
to  incorporate  sundry  banks  in  the  Dktriel  of  Oolom- 
bU,  havmg  aliaady  itopened  in  part,  beg  leave  farther 
to  report: 

That,  in  their  opiniott,  the  bills  refbrred  to  them 
would  avthorise  the  establishment  of  a  banking  ^apir 
tal,  which,  with  the  banks  already  incorporated,  would 
exceed  what  i«  required  by  the  present  state  of  the 
oommeroe,  the  population,  the  i««l  cajNtal,  and  the 
other  leaaonalile  exigencies  of  the  District. 

It  is  not,  in  the  opinioii  of  the  committee,  practica- 
ble, by  the  mere  institution  of  banking  ettabtishmeots, 
to  add  to  the  wealth  of  the  community,  or  to  the  utility, 
thoQgh  it  may  increase  the  quantity  of  the  circulating 
medium*  On  the  contniiy,  they  believe  that  a  super- 
aboadance  of  paper  cieulation  may,  by  destroying  its 
credit  and  value,  defeat  its  own  end^  while  it  will  tead 
greatly,  and  almost  entirely,  to  remove  the  drculatiing 
specie  of  the  country.  A  paper  drcalation,  within 
leasonable  limits,  is  prababfy  a  great  benefit ;  bat,  if 
unrestrained*  or,  what  ii  worse,  encouraged  to  traa* 
acend  those  liiaitaitt  w^  more  probably  beooiae  a  great 
evil ;  and  this  evil  it  is  the  duty  of  legislative  bodies, 
at  least  not  to  invite ;  for  It  will  not  be  confined  to 
those  who,  aa  the  projectors  .of  these  institutions,  are 
willing  to  adventure  their  property  therein,  but  will  be.- 
tisited  on  those  unsuspecting  and  uliwary  membavs  of 
society  who,  with  propriety,  on  such  a  sulject,  rely  on 
a  legwtative  guardianship. 

The  allegations,  that  there  is  abundance  of  capital, 
and  that  there  is  a  want  of  capital,  both  of  which  nave 
been  alleged  in  favor  of  these  institutions,  equally 
prove,  that  they  should  be  'limited.  If  there  be  a 
want  of  real  capital,  there  is  no  basis  fbr  an  excess  of 
this  artificial  capital ;  they  are  relative,  and  ought  to 
be  proportional  to  each  other.  The  committee,  pur- 
smug  and  adopting  these  principles,  but  with  some 
latitude,  aa  they  suppose,  in  favw  of  the  applicants, 
have  already  reported  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank 
of  Potomac,  ana  new  beg  leave  to  reportrwith  i|undry 
amencunents,  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington. The  first  they  selected,  because  it  had  been 
some  years  in  successful  operation«  and  was,  in  other 
reacts,  unexceptionable ;  and  the  last  because  there. 
is  no  other  like  institution  in  the  City  of  Washington* 
If  these  ahall  be  iaooiporated,  there  will  be  in 


The  town  of  Alexandria, 
The  Bank  of  Alexandria,  with  a  capit^  of  $500,009. 
The  Bank  of  Potomac,  with  a  capital  of  $500,000. 

Jn  Georgetown^ 
The  Bankof  Ooluinbia,  with  a  capital  of  $1,000,000. 
*         hi  Waahington, 

The  Bank  of  Washington,  with  a  capiUl  of  $500,000. 

Forming  a  banking  capital  for  the  District  of  Co- 
himbiar  of;  $3,500,000,  which  the  committee  think 
abundantly  sufficient,  and  as  much  as  it  will,  at  pres- 
ent, be  prudent  or  safe  to  authorize. , 

ENCOURAGEMENT  TO  MANUrACTURBM. 

Mr,  Newton,  front  the  Cotnmittee  of  Cow^ 
merce  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
that  part  of  the  Preaideoc'a  Message  at  the  con^- 
aneneemeDt  of  the  session  which  relates  to  the 
encouragement  of  Ameriean  menofaetores  and' 
navigation^  maide  a  repbft;  which  was  read,  and 
refcnrred  to  a  Committee  of  (he  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  report  is  aa  follows:  • 

The  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  al-' 
ways  disposed  to  encourage  and  extend  the  industry, 
agrieulture,  and  manu&ctures,  of  the  United  States, 
beg  leave  to-  suggest  the  propriety  and  expediency  of 
subjecting  the  articles  specified  in  the  subjoined  reso- 
lution, to  additional  duties.  They  beg  leave  to  refbrfo 
a  report  on  this  subject,  made  the  21  st  of  June,  1800, 
and  solicit  that  it  may  be  taken  as  part  Of  thia. 

Reoohedf  That  additfonal  duties  ought  to  be  laid  on 
the  fbllowing  articles 'imported  into  the  United  Statea, 
to  wit; 

On  ready*made  dothihg  and  mllfinery,  — -—  ad  va« 
lorem: 

On  cotton  manufactures  from  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hopci ad  valorem ; 

On  lead  shot^— . 

Kesolffed,  That  tine,  alias  spelter,  be  hereafter  ad* 
miited  free  of  duty. 

"  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures, to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates 
to  the  revbrion  of  our  commercial  laws,  for  the  pur- 

"^  pose  of  protecting  and  fostering  the  manufactures 
of  the  United  States,  and  also  the  petitions  and  me- 
morials of  sundry  manufacturers  of  hats,  of  cotton 
goods,  of  hemp  into  linen,  of  shot,  of  woollen 
cloths,  and  of  salt,  made  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, June  31,  1809. 

.  The  committee  are  fully  impressed  with  a  conviction 
of  the  iffiDortfuce,  difficulty,  and  delicacy,  of  thesubject 
submitted.  It  is  a  mine  which  even  the  Industry  and ' 
laborious  researchea  of  philosophers  cannot  exhaust- 
The  committee  are  apprized,  that  on  thia  subject  men 
of  great  science  and  experience  hava  supported,  and  do 
atUI  aupport,  diversity  of  opinions.  W  ith  such  impres- 
sions, they  cannot  approach  it  without  circumspection. 
On  a  review  of  the  reports  made  on  the  policy  of  foa- 
tering  and  protecting  our  manufactures,  the  committee 
find  that  the  plan  therein  recommended  and  pursued^ 
has  received  the  support  of  Congress ;  and  likewise  the 
countenance  of  the  nation,  if  silence  on,  and  long  ac- 

2>uiescence  in  that  plan,  can  authorize  them  to  infer  it. 
n  giving  to  our  manufactures  the  support  necessary, 
to  withstand  foreign  competition,  skill,  and  capital,  the 
committee  have  on  all  occasions  endeavored  to  kvoid 
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the  danger  of  fastening  on  the  community  oppresMve 
monopolic*.  For  a  manifestation  of  the  loltcitude  whieh 
they  have  at  all  times  felt,  and  the  caution  which  has 
nlwaja  presided  over  their  deliberations  on  this  inter- 
esting subject,  they  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  following 
Imports,  which  they  solicit  may  be  taken  as  .parts  x>f  the 
present: 

Beport  on  the  memorial  and  petiiions  of  sundry 
manuiaclurers  of  gunpowder,  dbc;  10th  February,. 
1802.     1ft  vol.  of  Reports,  page  217. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  sundry  manufacturers  %( 
cordage,  dec ;  18th  February,  1808,  Ibid,  page  219. 

Report  on  thtf  petition  of  sundiy  manufacturers  of 
paper,  dee.;  8th  March,  1802,  page  828. 

Keport  on  the  petition  and  memorials  of  sundry 
calico  printers  and  dyera,  dbc;  24th  January^  1804, 
page  894. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  president  anddireclora 
of  the  New  York  Dutchess  County  Blata  Conpanies, 
15th  of  November,  1^,  p.  40h 

Report,  on  the  memorial  and  petition  of  tho  Phiia* 
delphia  Typographical  8oetety ;  22d  JAnoaiy,  1805^ 
page  263. 

Report  on  the  petitions  and  memorials  of  Paul  and 
Joseph  W.  Revere,  and  sundry  coppersmiths :  2lBt  Jan- 
nary,  1808,  2d  vol.  psge  121. 

The  like  spirit  which  dictated  dioso  reports  main* 
lains^  without  any  diminution,  its  influence  over  the 
committee,  and  represses  eveiy  dispotittoa  to  depart 
'  from  restraints,  the  observance  of  which  becotaies  indis- 
pensable, if  the  public  good  be  the  solo  object  in  view. 

The  shortness  of  the  present  session,  and  the  want 
of  materiab,  preclude  the  committee  from  giving  this 
subject  a  full  investigation.  Though  the  committee 
have  to  regret  that  thev  are  prevent^  from  going  into 
a  minute  diocussion  of  the  advantage  that  would  result 
from  a  judicious  encouragement  of  manulactures^  yet 
they  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  an  opinion  that 
additional  duties  at  this  time  may  1^  laid  with  advan- 
tage on  the  importation  of  certain  articles.  It  muat  be 
obvious  to  evety  person,  on  the  slightest  attention^  Ihnt 
the  citiiens  of  the  United  States  posMss  sufficient  tn- 
geniiity  and  skill  to  make  up  all  the  aMicIes  of  wearing 
apparel  and  millinery  that  may  be  wanting  for  use.  It 
is  no  less  clear  that  shot,  over  and  above  our  own  con* 
sumption,  can  be  supplied,  and  that  other  manufactures 
in  which  lead  is  the  article  of  chief  value,  have  pro- 
gressed so  rapidly  as  to  deserve  the  fostering  care  of 
Government*  The  importation  of  cotton  manufactures 
from  the  Cape  o(  Good  Hope  interferes  not  only  with 
our  own  cotton  manufactures,  but  alao  comes  into  com- 
petition with  fiibrics  imported  from  Europe^  made  of 
the  cotton  of  the  United  States.  Manufactories  are  in 
operation  Ibr  supplying,  and  preparations  are  in  great 
forwardness  fi>r  incressing  the  supply  of  coarse  cotton 
manufactures.  If  some  encouragement  be  given  to 
establishments  of  this  description,  the  probability  Is, 
that  a  quantity  of  these  manufactures,  equal  to  the  de- 
mand, may  be  supplied.  Bedtlcking,  of  a  quality  su^ 
perior  to  that  which  is  imported,  can  be  had  in  abund- 


The  use  of  salt  as  a  necessary  of  life  cannot  be  dis- 
penied  with.  To  keep  in  the  market  a  quantity  com- 
mensurate to  the  consumption  of  the  nation  is  cer- 
tainly an  object  of  moment .  In  a  time  of  peace  im- 
portations of  this  article  are  abundant,  and  the  price 
low ;  but  ^ould  the  United  States  at  any  time  be 
fojced  into  war  by  «  concurrence  of  inauspicious  events 


consequent  en  such  a  state  of  things  would  grcaUyia. 
crease  the  price  of  this  article,  and  the  pressure  would 
of  course  be  s^nsiblv  and  severely  felt  by  that  poitioa 
of  the  community  least  capable  of  bearing  it  The 
scarcity  and  high  price  of  salt  during  the  Araericai 
war,  produced  no  Kttle  distress.  The  apprebeotioft 
lately  entertained,  that  «  deficiency  in  the  necemiy 
supply  of  this  article  would  be  the  oonsequence  of  u 
interdiction  of  commerce  with  the  belligerent  nilioM 
of  Europe  and  their  dependencies,  gave  rise  to  toiM 
objections^  not  easily  removed,  against  the  ado^rtiM  of 
that  measure.  To  prevent  effiMtnall j  a  want  of  nit, 
on  the  occurrence  of  any  event,  ia  certainly  sa  o\^ 
deserving  the  serious  attention  of  Congrcn.  km> 
ranees  are  made  with  oonfidenoe  that  a  supplj  of  tUi 
article  can  be  furnished  by  our  own  manu£KUinei, 
equal  to  the  demand,  If  encouragement  be  given  bjr  a 
moderate  duty  on  imported  salt,  A  nation  eredii 
solid  basis  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  its  ilMl^ 
pendence  and  prosperity,  whose  policy  is  to  draw  froa 
Its  native  sources  all  articles  of  the  first  neeeaiity.  h 
the  encouragement  sought  can  he  given,  it  is  rofpcd- 
fully  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Hooie,  wb»' 
ther  the  manufacture  of  salt  is  not,  in  a  netiood  poot 
of  view,  ao  object  of  primary  importanoot  and  highly 
deservhyg  it^  patronage. 

The  committee,  with  greet  defereacei  enboit  tb 
following  resolutions : 

MeMoked,  That  additional  dniies  onght  to  be  Ud 
on  the  following  articles  imported  into  the  \Jtiid 
8tatea,vts: 

On  ready-made  dothihg  and  millinery,  two  ud  oof* 
half  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

On  cotton  maanfactnrea  flnm  beyond  Che  Ctp  of 
Good  Hope,  on  bedticking  and  on  cordnrpya,  tad  &»• 
tiana*  two  and  one-half  per  centum  nd  valoreni— os^ 
on  shot  and  other  manu&ctures  in  which  lead  ii  tki 
article  of  chief  Talue,  one-half  oent  per  pound. 

Re$ohtd^  Tl^at  a  duty  of  eight  cents  per  bQihd  « 
imported  salt»  would  give  encouragement  lo  the  naBB- 
frbctnre  of  thatertide  in  the  United  StnteK." 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  COXSTITUTIOX. 

The  House  resumed  the  considemtioo  of  tke 
aofinisbed  boeiness  of  yesterday. 

The  Spbakxr  htrinff  decided  that  a  Tote  of 
two-thirdi  was  reqatred  40  pass  the  resolotioo  n 
a  third  reading,  as  weN  as  on  its  final  passage, 

Mr.  Rardolpb  appealed  from  the  decision  d 
the  Speaker. 

Much  desultory  discussion  took  place  on  this 
appeal.  On  the  one  hand  it  was  said  that  a  ques- 
tion 00  eogrossment  coald  not  determine  tbe  seose 
of  the  House  on  the  final  passage  of  the  resolo- 
tioo; and  that,  as  an  agreement  by  a  majoritf  of 
two-thirds  to  hare  tbe  resolution  eiigrossed  would 
not  l^are  rendered  another  vote  by  two-thirds  qd* 
necessary,  reason  and  analogy  would  dispense 
with  anything  more  than  a  bare  majority  oo  the 
question  of  engrossment.  On  the  other  hind  ^ 
was  contended,  that  as.  by  the  Ck>Bstitutioo,  tbe 
majority  on  a  questioa'to  amend  was  changed  (o 
a  vote  of  two- thirds;  and  as  a  vole  of  a  bare  oa- 
jority,  in  ordinary  cases,  against  a  billys  going  to 
a  third  readinir  would  destroy  the  bill,  so  io  this 
case  It  vote  of  a  majority  (as  prescribed  and  d^ 
fined  by  the  Constitotioo  for  this  particular  ct«) 


they  have  BO  power  to  prevent  it— the  scarcity  J  wOold  have  the  same  effect,  and,  consequeotiji 
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that  a  vote  of  two-thirds  against  the  resoluiion'a 
goinj;  to  a  third  Tea  iof  would  totally  destroy  it. 
Tbe  Speaker's  decisioti  was  confirmed  by  the 
House — yeas  61^  nays  59,  as  follows : 

Ti AS— Joseph  Allen,  M^illis  AlttMi,  Jan.,  Adam 
Bojd,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  Butler^  WiUiao^  Cham- 
berlin, Matthew  Clay,  Richard  Cuttc,  John  Davenport^ 
juo.,  John  Dawson,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findiej,. 
Jontthan  FUk,  Meshack  FrankKo,  Barzillai  Gannett, 
Btreot  Gardenter,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  Garland* 
Charies  Goldsboroughy  Petereon  Goodwyn,  Daniel 
Heister,  William  Hehns,  James  Holland,  Richard  Jack* 
son,  Jan.,  Robert  Jenkins,' Richard  M.  Johnson,  Wil- 
liam Kennedy,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Robwrt  Le 
Kej  LivingsUHh  John  Love,  Vincent  Matthews,  Alez- 
soder  McKim,  WUIiam  McKinley,  WiUiam  MUnor, 
John  Monlgprncrv,  Nicbolasf  R.  Mom«,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, John  Porter,  Bster  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
John  Rbeft  ^  Tenneasee,  Matthiaa  Richards,  John 
Boane,  Eraetos  Root,  Bbeneaer  Sage,  Thomas  8am- 
moDs,  Lemuel.  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scudder,  Ebenner 
Seaver,  Adam  deybert,  John  Smilie,  John  8mith,Beni3r 
Soathard,  John  "Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tur- 
ner, jun.,  Robert  Weakley,  James  Wilson,  Richard 
Winn,  Robert  Witherapoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

NATs—Lemiiel  J.  Alston,  William  T.  Barry,  Bar- 
veU  Baseett,.  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Biaisdall, 
James  Breckenridgs,  William  A.  BurweU,  Joseph 
Calhoun,  John  Catepbell,  JohaC.  Chambedain,  Lang- 
don  Cbevea,  Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  WU- 
Iiam Crawford,  Joseph  Desha,  WUIiam  Elv,  James 
Emott,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin 
Gray,  WUIiam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jonathan 
H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hafty,  Eb^nezer  Hontington, 
Walter  Jones,  PhiHp  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis»  Jan., 
Asron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Archibald  McBryde, 
Plessant  M.  MiUer,  Samuel  L.  MitchUl,  Jonathan  O. 
Mowley,  Thomaa  Newton,  Joeeph  Pearson,  Benjamhi 
Pickman,  jun,  Timothy  Fitkin,  jun.,  Joaiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  John  RosSt  Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt, 
George  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  James 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturgcs,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel 
Taggart,  George  M.  Troup,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Arch- 
ibald Van  Horn,  Kiffian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Robert  WhitehiU,  and  Ezekiel  Whitman. 

And  so  the  said  proposition  of  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  rejected. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  MilU,'^  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed, 
CHESAPEAKE  AND  DELAWARE  CANAL. 

The  Houae  raaolvafd  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  sale  and  grant  of  a 
certain  quantity  of  land  to  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  Company.  I 

Mr.  Bppes  moved  to  strikeout  the  first  section  | 
of  the  bill,  and  spoke  inau^port  of  the  motloo. 

Mr.  Vaiiiium  spoke  in  favorof  the  motion. 

Mr.  Van  Dykb  replied  to  Mr.  Bppes. 

The  Committee  rose  wiihont  coming  to  a  de* 
vision ;  and  the  Hoase  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  February  6. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kennedy,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  directed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing,  by 


law,  an  uniform  triode  of*  gauging  in  the  several 
offices  of  the  Customs  throughout  the  United 
States. 

'  Mr.  Bppes',  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  for  imposing  additional 
duties  upon  all  goods,  wates,  and  merchandise, 
imported  from,  a  Ay  foreign  port  or  place;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  same  committee,  also  pre* 
seoted  a  bill  authorizing  a*  loan  of  money  for  a 

sum  not  exceeding ;  which  was  read  twice, 

and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Cbevbs  presented  a  petition  pf  John  Mae- 
namara,  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  stating 
that  his  vessel  brought  into  Charleston,  in  Qcto- 
ber,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  a  num* 
ber  of  French  families,  refugees  from  Cuba,  to- 
gether with  theic.alavea,  who  bad  been  forcibly 
expelled  from  that  Island;  iu  consequence  of 
whicb,  hisr  vessel  and  cargo  had  been  condemned 
for  a  violation  of  an  act  which  prohibits  the  im* 
portation  of  slaves,  and  praying  such  relief  in  the 
premises  as  may  appear  just  and  proper.— Re- 
htted  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. • 

An  engpssed  bill  providiOg  for  the  sale  of  a 
tract  of  land  lying  in  the  State  ot  Tennessee, 
and  a  tract  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard 
Tervin,  William  Coleman,  Edwin  Lewis,  Sam«^ 
uel  Mims,  Joseph  Wilson,  and  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Salem  Meetins-house.  in  tbe  Mississippi  Ter-^ 
ritory,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 

Tlie  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
making  compensation  to  John  Bu^ene  Leitzea* 
dorfer,  for  services  rendered  the  United  States  ia 
the  war  with  Tripoli,''  as  anieaded,  was  read  thO 
third  time,  when  Mr.  Babbstt  moved  that  the 
said  bill  be  recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House;  and  the  question  thereon  being 
taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  as  amended. 

A  message  from'  the  Senate  Informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  *'Aa 
act  providing  for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to 
land  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,'' 
with  amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  llouse. 

Mr.  MoBROw,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  .of  the  third  township,  in  the  eighth 
rabge,  in  the  coaniy  of  Washington,  Ohio,  re- 
ferred tbe  twenly-eignth  ultimo ;  which  was  read, 
and  the  resolution  therein  coaiaiaed  concurred 
in  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

JResolvedf  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw  their  petition* 

Mr.>  Lewis,  from  the  committee  appointed  the 
nineteenth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  making  fur- 
ther appropriations  for  contplf^tiog  the  Capitol,, 
and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Monday  pexL 
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Additional  Uutiei^Deposites  in  State  Ba$tks. 


FsBAUilY,  1811. 


ADDITIONAL  DUTIgs: 

Mn  £PPE8  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Ihe  Cummittee 

•f  WaysaDd  Means,  respectiog  the  impositioo  of 

additional  duties  o[>.imporiationaof  Ibreign  goods. 

.  The  followiog  is  the  letter : 

WjLtnsaTov,  January  18, 1811, 
8ia :  I  am  uutrticted  by  the  Committee  of  Wtye 
and  Meant  to  aak  for  such  information  as  may  be  in 
poaaeiaion  of  tha  Treaaniy  DejMurtment,  on  the  follow- 
ing pointy  yiz: 

1.  "What  diminution  of  revenue  will  be  produced 
by  the  ezclusion  of  articles,  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture,  of  Great  Britain,  her  colonies,  depen- 
dencies, dpB. 

2.  M^hat  particlar  articles,  or  classes  of  articles,  will 
bear  an  increase  of  the  present  duties,  and  to  what 
eitent,  taking  into  view  the  security  of  the  revenue, 
and  the  sum  to  be  produced  t 

And  any  other  information  which  may  tend  to  show 
whetbei;  it  is  more  expedient  to  increase  the  per  cent 
on  artideo  paying  eui  vahrem  and  specific  duties  gea« 
Orally,  or  whether  the  pubbe  interest  may  be  pcomo* 
ted,  and  the  deficiency  of  rsvenne  supplied  by  an  in- 
enase  of  duty  on  particular  selected  artieks,  or  par- 
tieaiar  classes  of  articles. 

With  respect  and  eeteem»  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  EPPES. 

TaBABuaT  DsPAaTMsaT*  Jofi.  28, 1811. 

Sia:  In  answer  to  your  inquiries  respecting  the 
diniinution  of  revenue,  which  must  result  from  the 
exclusion  of  articles  of  British  produce  or  manufac- 
tures, I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a  report  made  to  the 
Bouse  of  Representatives,  on  the  28th  February,  1^06, 
and  which,  together  with  the  statements  annexed  to 
it,  gives  a  detailed  view  of  the  importatione  from  the 
British  dominions,  and  from  all  other  countries,  for 
the  years  1803^  1803,  and  1804.  More  relianee  may 
be  placedi  aa  to  any.  general  r^alt,  on  the  etatemente 
ftor  those  years,  than  on  those  for  any  sabaeqaeat  pe* 
^od.  There  was  a  very  extraordinary  increase  of 
eolnmerce  daring  the  yearn  18t)6  and  1807,  but  al- 
though the  amount  of  importatione  was  mueb  larger, 
the  proportion  from  the  different  countries  had  not 
been  materially  altered.  From  the  last  three  years  no 
eorreet  inferences  can  be  drawn.  The  time  requisite 
to  prepare  similar  statements  for  the  last  six  years 
would  also  delay  an  answer ;  and  the  annual  reports 
of  importations  in  American  and  foreign  vessels,  will 
furnish  such  additional  facts  for  any  one  year  as  may 
he  wanted. 

It  appears  from  that  report,  (page  9,)  that  the  net 
duties  fafter  deducting  drawbacks)  on  merchandise 
imported  from  the  British  dominione,  and  from  all 
other  countries,  might  be  established  as  follows : ' 

BriHsh        AU  other 
domtniam*    etmntriee. 
On  merchandise  paying  dotiee 

ad  valotem,  including  the 

additional  duties  canted  Uie 

Mediteiranean  fund  -  -$4,267,000  1,238,000 
On  all  other  articles,  deducting 

aalt,  the  duty  on  which  is 

now  repealed      •        -        -    1,629,000   4,741,000 

6,886,000    6,979,000 


At  that  time,  however,  in  the  years  1803  and  1^ 
non-importation  from  Great  Britain  would  not  hut 
diminished  the  revenue  to  that  extent,  as  the  euti* 
nent  of  Europe  being  then  open  to  the  United  Stain, 
a  great  number  of  articles  usually  imported  from  Gnt 
Britain  would  have  been  supplied  by  other  ooutrits. 
A  considerable  diminution  must  take  pltoe  io  reU&Q 
to  all  the  articles  which  eannot  be  thos  supplied,  or 
which  may  now  be  manufactured  in  the  Unitsd  Suio. 
And  it  was  principaKv  on  account  of  the  aoeeitia 
state  of  commeroe  with  the  rest  of  the  worid,  thit  is 
the  annual  report  of  the  lOlh  December  last,  Itfsed 
that  "  the  probaUe  defalcation  in  the  revenue  amid 
not,  for  obvious  reasona,  be  at  this  time  estiastediith 
any  degree  of  precision." 

In  relation  to  the  other  inquiry  of  the  eom!intt(e,ii 
appears  to  me,  thai  the  discrimination  between  tb 
dutiable  articles  wooid  at  this  time  be  ineipediea. 
Those  which  will  certainly  continue  to  be  imporbi 
particulariy  spirits,  wines,  teas,  sugar,  aad  eo(fce,tR 
for  that  reason  those  on  wlych  aa  increaie  of  dot^ 
would  be  most  productive.  Bui  that  oooadentis} 
alone  does  not  aeem  sufficient  to  reeommead  a  bigk 
rate  of  increase  on  tiiose  than  on  other  articla;  uj 
I  think  thai  a  general  and  equal  increase  on  the  nts 
of  duties  now  paid,  is,  for  the  present,  the  msit  djiy 
ble  mode. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac* 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hen.  JoBx  W.  Eppxs, 

Ckairman  ComnnUtet  tf  Wayf  and  Hwul 

BEPOSITES  IN  8TATB  BANKa 
Mr.  PoTTBB  said  that  at  a  time  when  tber  vere 
introducing  biila  for  the  purpose  of  burroffinf 
money  and  for  laying  additiooil  daiies.  ud 
there1>y  increasing  tfre  taxes  on  their  cooiiiiB- 
ents,  he  thought  they  oaght  to  make  the  best  cf 
the  resources  already  in  oar  power.  Theiitod- 
holders  of  the  Ucited  Slatee'  Bank  (said  it) 
have  offered  one  million  two  hundred  and  %- 
thousand  dollars  for  the  renewal  of  their  charier; 
and  it  is  believed  tbej  would  give  considenblf 
more,  if  they  could  have  a  charter  unencamberei 
with  other  conditions.  This  sum  of  moDef  M 
would  give  the  United  States  for  a  charter,  fir 
the  advantage  of  the  Government  deposites,  toJ 
for  the  ui^iversal  credit  and  extensive  circolttioji 
it  fives  to  its  paper,  which  U  receivable  for  ill 
debts  due  the  United  States.  As  there  nowip- 
pears  no  probability  of  the  extension  of  that  cbir* 
ter,  and  as  the  depo^ites  will  b«  soon  witbdrivs, 
and  in  all  probability  placed  in  State  banks,  I  id 
not  willing  they  should  have  that  privilege  wiib* 
out  paying  an  equivalent.  It  appears  to  me  tint 
those  interested  m  the  State  bankii;  that  expect  to 
be  benefited  hy  the  depesite  of  th^  monejr  oi  the 
United  States^  in  their  opposftioo  to  the  renewal 
of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
haFe  manifested  a  strange  kind  oi  patrio^^o; 
and,  as  it  appears  to  me,  of  the  Freock  ki&d| 
which  is  a  lore  of  money  more  than  a  lore  ot 
country.  I  am  not  willing  they  should  kare 
this  money  for  nothlogi  when  it  is  worth  at  le^ 
six  per  cent,  to  those  from  whom  it  is  ooUecied' 
The  Sute  banks  that  may  have  those  deposites 
will  not  only  derive  verjf  great  advantages  froo 
them,  hy  enabling  them  to  increase  their  ^^ 
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Commercial  Intercourte, 


H.  OP  R. 


counts  and  dividebth ;  but  it  will  give  to  their 
bills  a  more  cxieasive  drcalalioD.  This  money 
is  certainly  worth  three  per  cent,  to  the  Slate 
banks.  If  then  our  deposites  should  be  only  three 
millions,  at  that  rate  the  interest  would  be  ninety 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and  if  we  should  re- 
lease our  commerce  from  the  operation  of  our 
own  restrictions,  it  might  soon  amount  to  ten  mil- 
lions, which  would  give  an  interest  of  three  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars^  a  sum  worth  saving.  I 
find  a  considerable  sum  of  this  money  in  the  bank 
at  Pittsburg,  and  from  that  neighborhood  vre 
have  had  a  remonstrance  against  tne  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  United  States'  Bank.  Another 
considerable  sura  is  ia  two  banks  in  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  at  present  amounting  to  seventy- 
eight  thousand  two  btfodred  and  twenty  six  dol- 
lars. This  is  worth  three  p«r  cent,  to  them,  and 
I  will  give  that  interest  for  it  with  the  same  ad  van- 
tages and  indulgences  that  they  have  had,  and 
give  unquestionable  security  for  it.  My  object 
is  to  provide  by  law  for  the  d^posite  of  this  money, 
by  giving  it  to  those  banks  that  will  give  the 
Government  the  most  for  that  privilege,  and  af- 
ford ample  security  for  the  same.  This  wilt  pre- 
rent  the  Secretary  of  tb«  Treasury  from  hairiDg 
it  in  his  power  to  gi've  exclusive  advantages  to 
certain  banks^  and  will  relieve  him  from  part  of 
bis  responsibility  and  from  the  charge  of  par- 
tiality. And  for  that  purpose  I  beg  leave  to  sub- 
nit  the  following  resolution,  which  will  give  the 
)anks  of  all  parties  an  opportunity  to  Compete 
br  this  privilege ;  and  they  that  will  give  the 
nost  for  it  will  have  it',  and  the  nation  be  beoe- 
ited  by  the  money : 

jResolvedt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
Qto  the  expediency  of  providing  and  directing  by  law 
hat  the  deposites  of  the  monejc  of  the  United  States  be 
aade  in  such  of  the  State  banks  as  shall  pay  the  most 
6r  that  privilege,  and  comply  with  such  terms  and 
onditions  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  any  moneys 
vbich  may  be  placed  in  the  same* 

Mr.  Eppcs  was  opposed  to  the  principle  of  this 
esolution.  He  thought  it  improper  that  the  de- 
}ositcs  of  the  public  money  should  be  set  up  to  the 
li^hesi  bidder — the  subject  was  already  generally 
eferred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
)r  he  would  not  object  to  a  resolution  for  inquiry. 
VIr.  E.  stated  the  provision  of  the  law  on  the  sub- 
ect  of  deposites. 

Mr.  Love  hoped  the  resolution  would  pass. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Gardgnier  the  reso- 
uticm  was  adopted,  and  referred  to  the  Commit* 
ee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
3n  the  following  bill  reported  by  the  Committee 
3f  Foreign  Relations : 

A  Bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
concerning  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  Sutes  and  Great  Britain  and  Francoi  and 
their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes." 
Be  U  enacted^  ifc..  That  no  vessel  oumed  whoUy  hv 
a  eitixen  or  dUxeiM  of  the  United  Statee,  which  shall 
hone  dqfortedftom  a  BrUiBh  port  prior  to  the  eeeond 


day  of  February  t  ^ne  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eleven,  and  no  merchandise  oumed  wholly  by  a  citizen 
or  eitixens  of  the  United  States y  imported  in  such  te^ 
self  shall  be  liable  to  seiziire  or  forraiture,  on  account 
of  any  iaftmetioa  or  presnmed  infraction  of  the  piQ^ 
vifliens  of  the  aot  to  whi^  Uiia  act  is'  a  snppleaBent* 

'  Mr.  EiroTT  moved  to  amend  the  same  by* 
striking  out  the  words  in  italie,  and  to  insert  in 
their  place  "or  m'erchaodise,"  The  bill, as  amend- 
ed, would  read  as  follows : 

'*  That  no  vessel  or  mercbandiie  shall  be  liable  !»> 
seiaure  or  forfoitore  en  account  of  any  infraction,  or 
presumed  iniraction,  c^  the  provisions  of  the  act  t^ 
which. tkia act  is  a  supplement." 

Mr.  Emott.— Mr.  Chairman :  As  the  bill  which 
is  now  on  your  table  is  calculated  to  relieve  our 
merchants  in  part  from  the  restrictive  system 
which  has  again  been  attempted  to  be  put  in 
operation,  I  so  far  approve  of  it ;  but  as  it  doea 
not  appear  to  me  to  go  far  enough,  1  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  moving  an  amendment,  which,  if 
adopted,  will  once  more  give  us  a  clear  deck;, 
and  while  I  am  up,  the  Committee  will  permit 
me,  aa  concisely  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  will 
admit,  to  assign  the  reasons  which  induce  me  to 
propose  the  amendment. 

By  the  law  of  the  first  of  May  last,  the  Preai- 
dent  was  authorized,  in  case  either  or  the  great 
belligerents,  before  the  third  of  March,  revoked 
her  anti-neutral  edicts,  to  proclaim  the  same,  aud 
if  the  other  did  not  in  three  months  also  revoke^ 
a  non-intercourse  with  her  was  to  follow.  Oa 
the  second  day  of  November,  1he  President  had 
proclaimed,  as  a  fact,  that  France  had  made  the 
necessary  revocation  j  and  it  followsi  if  he  waa 
correct  as  to  the  fact,  that  on  the  second  day  of 
this  month  the  non-intercourse  went  inta  opera- 
tion «gainst  Great  Britain. 

As  many  formerly,  and  more  latterly,  hare 
doubted  as  to  the  fact  thus  proclaimed,  it  becomes, 
sir,  k  duty  which  we  owe  to  ourselves  and  ta  the 
people,  to  inquire  into  its  existence ;  fbr  if  it  be 
true  that  no  such  repeal,  as  was  contemplated  by* 
the  law,  has  taken  place ;  if  indeed  the  r resident 
has  been  deceived,  or  was  mistaken,  we  cannot 
too  soon  make  it  known,  and  relieve  the  country 
from  the  vexation  and  embarrassment  which 
must  result  from  the  present  state  of  things. 
.  If.  sir,  additional  motives  were  necessary,  we 
may  find  them  in  the  biltstwhich  have^this  morn- 
ing been  introduced  into  the  House  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  at 
the  instance  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
one  of  which  goes  to  tajf  large  additional  duties, 
and  the  other  to  authorize  a  loan.  The  reasons 
assigned  by  the  Secretary -for  this  new  and  heavy 
tax  on  our  citizens  are,  that  as  the  greater  part  of 
our  duties  on  imports  are  collected  on  goods 
coming  from  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  and 
as  those  duties  will  cease  with  the  revival  or  the 
non-impottatioo,  it  becomes  necessary,  in  order 
to  prevent  a  defalcation  in  the  revenue,  to  tax  (he 
production  of  other  countries  much  beyond  the 
present  rate.  On  this  presumed  defalcation,  too, 
10  some  degree  depends  the  proposition  fbr  a 
loan,  or,  if  a  loan  be  necessary,  the  amount  of 
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Additional  Duties^ Depontes  in  Siate  Batiks. 


FfiBHUlRY,  1811. 


ADDITIONAL  DUTI?s; 

Mr*  Eppss  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
he  Secretary  of  the  Treaspry  to  Ihe  Committee 
)f  Ways  and  Means,  respecting  tbe  imposition  of 
idditional  duties  on*  importations  of  Ibreigo  goods.- 

Tbe  following  is  the  letter : 

WiaHiireTOHi  January  18, 1811. 
8i9 :  I  am  instruct  by  the  Committee  of  Wsje 
ind  Means  to  ariL  for  such  information  as  may  be  in 
MMsesaion  of  tbe  Treaaaiy  department,  on  the  foUqw- 
ng  points,  viz: 

1.  "What  diminution  of  revenue  will  be  produced 
)y  the  exclusion  of  articles,  tbe  growth,  produce,  or 
nanufacture,  of  Great  Britain,  her  eolonies,  depen- 
lencies,  dec 

2.  What  particlar  articles,  or  classes  of  articles,  vrill 
»ear  an  increase  of  the  present  duties,  and  to  what 
ixtent,  taking  into  view  the  security  of  the  revenue, 
md  the  sum  to  be  produced  1 

And  any  other  information  which  may  tend  to  show 
f hetber.  it  la  more  expedient  to  increase  ^  per  cent 
m  articles  paying  ad  vahrem  and  speeific  duties  gett« 
rally,  or  whether  the  public  intereat  may  be  pcomd* 
ed,  and  tbe  deficiency  of  rive&tte  supplied  by  an  in- 
lease  of  doty  on  particular  aelected  artidea,  or  pa^ 
ieolar  classy  of  artidea. 

With  respect  and.  esteem»  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
'our  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  W.  EPPES. 

TmiAsvET  DitrxwrnLXtfT^  Jan*  28, 1811. 

Sim :  In  answer  to  your  inquiries  respecting  the 
liminution  of  revenue,  which  must  result  from  the 
xclusion  of  articles  of  British  produce  or  manufeo- 
ures,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a  report  made  to  the 
louse  of  Representatives,  on  the  28th  February,  IjBOO, 
ind  which,  together  with  the  statements  annexed  to 
t,  gives  a  detailed  view  of  the  importations  from  the 
British  dominions,  and  from  all  other  conntrtes,  for 
he  years  1802,  1803,  and  1804.  More  reliance  may 
»e  placed,  as  to  any  general  r^nlt,  on  the  slatementa 
or  those  years,  than  on  those  for  any  sobaeqnent  pe* 
iod.  There  was  a  very  extraordiiiaiy  increase  of 
«mmerce  during  the  yearn  18t)6  and  1807,  bulial* 
hough  the  amount  of  importations  was  much  larger, 
he  proportion  from  the  different  countries  bad  not 
*een  materially  altered.  From  the  last  three  years  no 
orrect  inferences  can  be  drawn.  The  time  requisite 
0  prepare  similar  statements  for  tbe  last  six  years 
vovld  also  delay  an  answer ;  and  the  annual  reports 
>f  importations  in  American  and  foreign  vessels,  will 
urnish  such  additional  facts  for  any  one  year  as  may 
*e  wanted. 

It  appears  from  that  report,  (page  9,)  that  the  net 
luties  fafter  deducting  drawbacks)  on  merchandise 
mported  from  the  British  dominions,  and  from  all 
ither  countries,  might  be  established  as  follows :  ^ 

Briiisk        AUoiher 
domtntone*    eownlrses. 
)n  merchandtae  paying  duties 

ad  valotenh  including  the 

additional  duties  ca^ed  tho 

Mediterranean  fund  -  -$4,867,000  1,2S8»000 
)n  all  other  artidea,  deducting 

salt,  the  duty  on  which  is 

now  repealed      -       »        -    1,629,000   4,741,000 

5,886,000    6,979,000 


At  that  time,  however,  in  the  years  1802  and  1804^ 
non-importation  from  Great  Britain  would  not  hive 
diminished  the  revenue  to  that  extent,  as  the  couli* 
nent  of  Europe  being  then  open  to  the  United  Sutei, 
a  great  number  of  articles  usually  imported  from  Gntt 
Britain  would  have  been  supplied  by  other  oountrki. 
A  eonsiderable  diminution  mnst  take  plaee  in  relttlaa 
to  all  the  articles  which  cannot  be  thus  supplied,  or 
which  may  no^  be  manufactured  in  the  United  Stitci. 
And  it  was  principally  on  account  of  the  nncertaia 
state  of  commerce  with  the  rest  of  tke^  vrorid,  that  it 
the  annual  report  of  the  10th  Decemlier  last,  I  rtated 
that  **the  probable  defalcation  in  the  revenue  orald 
not,  for  obvious  reason^,  be  at  this  time  eatimatsd  wifli 
any  degree  of  precision-" 

In  reiation  to  the  other  inquiry  of  the  committee,  it 
appears  to  me,  that  the  discriminatioii  between  tbe 
dutiable  articles  vrould  at  this  time  be  inezpedieat 
Those  which  will  certainly  continue  to  be  imported, 
particularly  spirits,  wines,  teas,  sugar,  aad  eofte,  an 
for  that  reason  those  on  which  an  incre^Jse  of  doty 
would  be  most  productive.  But  that  couideratisa 
alone  does  not  seem  stifficieat  to  reeommcnd  a  biglur 
rate  of  increase  <m  those  than  on  other  aitidss ;  sad 
I  think  that  a  general  and  equal  increase  on  the  ratu 
of  duties  now  paid,  is,  for  the  present,  the  most  eligi- 
ble mode. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac« 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  Je»r  W.  Ems, 

Chairman^  CammUtet  rf  Way»  and  Utant 

DEPOSITES  IN  STATE  BANKS. 

Mr«  FoTTBB  said  that  at  a  time  when  they  were 
introdocinff  bills  for  the  purpose  of  borroviog 
money  and  for  laying  additiooal  duties,  tnd 
ther^y  increasiog  tife  taxes  on  their  eooithih 
ents,  he  thought  they  ought  to  make  the  best  of 
tbe  resources  already  in  our  power.  The  stock- 
holders of  the  United  States'  Bank  (said  be) 
have  offered  one  million  two  hundred  and  My- 
thousand  dollars  for  the  reitewal  of  ibeir  charter; 
and  it  is  believed  tbej  would  gire  consideraMf 
more,  if  they  could  have  a  charter  unencumbered 
with  other  conditiotjs.  This  sum  of  money  thej 
would  give  the  United  States  for  a  chartefj  for 
the  advantage  of  tbe  Government  deposites,  and 
for  the  universal  credit  and  extensive  circulation 
it  fives  to  its  paper,  which  is  receivable  for  all 
debts  due  the  United  States.  As  there  now  ap- 
pears DO  probability  of  the  extension  of  that  char- 
ter, and  as  the  deposites  will. he  soon  withdrawn^ 
and  in  all  probabuity placed  in  State  banks,!  am 
not  willing  they  should  have  that  privilege  with- 
out paying  an  ecjuivaleot.  It  appears  to  me  that 
those  interested  m  the  State  bank«,  that  ctpeet  to 
be  benefited  by  the  deposite  of  thd  money  of  the 
United  States,  in  their  opposition  to  the  renewal 
of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Suites, 
bave  manifested  a  strange  kind  of  patriot^; 
and,  as  it  appears  to  me,  of  the  French  kind; 
which  is  a  love  of  money  more  than  a  lore  of 
country.  I  am  not  willing  they  should  have 
this  money  for  nothing*  when  it  is  worth  at  least 
six  per  cent,  to  those  from  whom  it  is  collected. 
The  State  banks  that  may  have  those  deposites 
will  not  only  derive  very  great  advantages  froon 
them,  by  enabling  them  to  increase  their  dis* 
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counts  aod  divideods;  but  it  will  give  to  their 
bills  a  more  ezteosive  circulatioo.  This  money 
is  certainly  worth  three  per  cent,  to  the  State 
banks.  If  then  our  deposites  should  be  only  three 
millions,  at  that  rate  the  interest  would  be  ninety 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and  if  we  should  re- 
lease our  commerce  from  the  operation  of  our 
own  restrictions,  it  might  soon  amount  to  ten  mil- 
lions, which  would  give  an  interest  of  three  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  a  sum  worth  saving.  I 
find  a  considerable  sum  of  this  money  in  the  bank 
at  Pittsburg,  and  from  that  neighborhood  vre 
hare  had  a  remonstrance  agiiinst  tne  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  United  States'  Bank.  Another 
considerable  sura  is  in  two  banks  in  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  at  present  amounting  to  seventy- 
eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty  six  dol- 
lars. This  is  worth  three  p^r  cent,  to  them,  and 
1  will  give  that  interest  for  it  with  the  same  advan- 
tages and  indulgences  that  they  have  had,  and 
give  unquestionable  security  for  it.  My  object 
is  to  provide  by  law  for  the  deposite  of  this  money, 
hy  giving  it  to   those  banks  that  will  give  the 


Oovernment  the  most  for  that  privilese,  and  af- 
ford ample  security  .for  the  same.  This  will  pre- 
Yenc  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  having 
it  ia  his  power  to  give  exclusive  advantages  to 
cef  tain  baoks^  and  will  relieve  him  from  part  of 
his  responsibility  and  from  the  charge  of  par- 
tiality. And  for  that  purpose  I  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  resolution,  which  will  give  the 
hanks  of  all  parties  an  opportunity  to  eompete 
for  this  privilege;  and^  they  that  will  give  the 
most  for  it  will  have  it^  and  the  nation  be  bene- 
fited by  the  money : 

Regohedt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  and  directing  bj  law 
that  the  deposites  of  the  monejs  of  the  United  States  be 
made  in  such  of  the  State  banks  as  shall  pay  the  most 
for  that  privilege,  and  comply  with  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  any  moneys 
which  may  be  placed  in  the  same* 

Mr.  Eppes  was  opposed  to  the  principle  of  this 
resolution.  He  thought  it  improper  that  the  de- 
posites of  the  public  money  should  be  set  up  to  the 
hig^hest  bidder — the  subject  was  already  generally 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
or  be  would  not  object  to  a  resolution  for  inquiry. 
Mr.  E.  stated  the  provision  of  the  law  on  the  sub- 
ject of  deposites. 

Mr.  Love  hoped  the  resolution  would  pass. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Gardbnibr  the  reso- 
luticm  was  adopted,  and  referred  to  the  Commit-^ 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  following  bill  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations : 

A   BUI  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and 
their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purpeees.'' 
Be  it  enacted  ^e^  That  no  vessel  atoned  whoUy  by 

a  citizen  or  eitixewt  of  the  United  Statee,  which  ^uul 


day  of  February^  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eleven,  and  no  mer^andise  owned  wholly  hy  a  citizen 
or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  imported  in  sueh  tt^ 
self  shall  be  liable  to  seixnre  or  forniture,  on  account 
of  any  iafiactba  or  presumed  inA«ctibn  of  the  pix^ 
vifliens  of  the  act  to  whi^h  this  act  is  a  supplement 

'  Mr.  Em'ott  moved  to  amend  the  same  by* 
striking  out  the  words  in  italic,  and  to  insert  in 
their  place*' or  n(erchatidise«"  Tne  bill,  as  amend- 
ed, would  read  as  follows : 

'*  That  no  vessel  or  merehandiie  shall  be  liable  !»> 
seizure  or  forfeiture  en  acoonnt  of  any  infraction,  or 
presumed  inftaction,  c^  the  provisions  of  the  act  t^ 
which  thiaaet  is  a  supplement*" 

Mr.  Bmott.— Mr.  Chairman :  As  the  bill  which 
is  now  on  your  table  is  calculated  to  relieve  our 
merchants  in  part  from  the  restrictive  system 
which  has  again  been  attempted  to  be  put  in 
operation,  I  so  far  approve  of  it ;  but  as  it  does 
not  appear  to  me  to  go  far  enough,  I  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  moving  an  amendment^  which,  if 
adopted^  will  once  more  give  us  a  clear  deck  i 
and  while  I  am  up,  the  Committee  will  permit 
me,  as  concisely  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  will 
admit,  to  assign  the  reasons  which  induce  me  to 
propose  the  amendment. 

By  the  law  of  the  first  of  May  last,  the  Presi- 
dent was  authorized,  in  case  either  of  the  great 
belligerents,  f>efore  the  third  of  March,  revoked 
her  anti-neutral  edicts,  to  proclaim  the  same,  and 
if  the  other  did  not  in  three  months  also  revoke, 
a  non-intercourse  with  her  was  to  follow.  On 
the  second  day  of  November,  the  President  had 
proclaimed,  as  a  fact,  that  France  had  made  the 
necessary  revocation  $  and  it  follows,  if  he  waa 
correet  as  to  the  faet,  that  on  the  second  day  of 
this  month  the  non-iotercourse  went  into  opera* 
tion  against  Great  Britain. 

As  many  formerly,  and  more  latterly,  have 
doubted  as  to  the  faet  thus  proclaimed,  it  becomeaj 
sir,  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  ourselves  and  to  the 
people,  to  inquire  into  its  existence ;  for  if  it  be 
true  that  no  sueh  repeal,  as  was  contemplated  by; 
the  law,  has  taken  place ;  if  indeed  the  rresident 
has  been  deceived,  or  was  mistaken,  we  cannot 
too  soon  make  it  known,  and  relieve  the  country 
from  the  vexation  and  embarrassment  which 
must  result  from  the  present  state  of  things. 
.  If.  sir,  additional  motives  were  necessary,  we 
may  find  them  in  the  billstwhich  have  this  morn- 
ing been  introduced  into  the  House  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  at 
the  instance  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
one  of  which  goes  to  \%y  large  additional  duties, 
and  the  other  to  authorize  a  loan.  The  reasons 
assigned  by  the  Secretary^or  this  new  and  heavy 
tax  on  our  citizens  are,  that  as  the  greater  part  of 
our  duties  on  imports  are  collected  on  goods 
coming  from  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies.and 
as  those  duties  will  cease  with  the  revival  or  the 
non-importation,  it  becomes  necessary,  in  order 
to  prevent  a  defalcation  in  the  revenue,  to  tax  (he 
production  of  other  countries  much  beyond  the 
present  rate.  On  this  pretumed  defalcation,  too, 
10  some  degree  depends  the  proposition  for  a 


have  departed  from  a  Britiehport  prior  to  the  second  |loan,  or,  if  a  loan  be  necessary,  the  amount  of 
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It.  In.  this  point  of  7iew«  it  becomes  highly  im- 
j)ortaQt  to  aAcertain  whether  the  noo -intercourse 
•has  gone  into  operation ;  for  if  it  has  not.  I  trust 
.we  shall  not  proceed  to  gire  form  and  shape  to 
the  recommendatipu  of  the  Secretary,  that  vfe 
..shall  not  burden  the  country  with  new  taxes,  or 
subject  it  to  large  loans. 

1q  the  .commencement  of  this  in<|uiry,  Mr. 
Chairman,  we    naturally  ask  ourselves,  what 
edicts  are  to  he  revoked,  and  how  are  they  to 
he  revoked  ?    It  is  not  material  to  eitend  this 
inquiry  to -Great  Britain,  as  we  know  of  no  rev- 
ocation on  her  part,  and,  uncter  all  circumstances, 
we  have  not,  I  fear,  much  reason  to  believe  that 
^here  will  be  such  revocation.    But  it  may  be 
^*ell  to  notice  here  something  which  has. the  ap- 
pearance of  inconsistency,  on  the  part  of  our 
Kxecuiive,  towards  that  Government. 
.   The  non-intercourse  law  of  March,  1809,  con- 
tains a  provision,  that  *^  in  case  either  France  or 
Great  critain  shall  so.  revoke  or  modify  hef 
edicts,  as  that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neu- 
tral commerce  of  the  United  States,"  the  Presi- 
^  dent  should  declare  the  same  by  proclamation, 
^  and  the  non-intercourse  was  then  to  cease  as  to 
the  nation  revokioff.    It  was  under  this  law,  and 
in  consequence  of  the  power  so  given  (o  the 
president,  that  the  celebrated,  though  ill  fated 
arrangement,  was  made  between  the  Executive 
and  the  British  Minister,  Mr.  Erskiqe.    Now. 
sir,  by  referring  to  this  arrangement,  you  will 
find,  that  on  April  18,  Mr.  Erskine  proposed  to 
Secretary  Smith  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  of  January  and  November,  1807,as  a  com- 
pliance on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  with  the  terms 
of  the  act  of  March ;  and  our  Secretary,  on 'the 
same  day,  declaring  that  the  withdrawing  of 
auch  orders  would  be  deemed  satisfactory  by  the 
President,  the  arrangement  was  completed  on  the 
19th,  and  a  proclama^tion  accordingly  issued  on 
the  ground,  and  assuming  the  fact,  that  the  Brit- 
ish edicts  bad  ceased  to  violate  our  neutral  com- 
merce, and  again  opening  the  intercourse  between 
the  two  countries  after  the  10th  of  June, 

This  arrangement,  and  the  short  and  hasty  cor- 
respondence connected  with  it,  you  will  recollect, 
sir,  were  presented  to  Congress  with  the  Message, 
at  the  opening  of  the  Summer  session  of  1809, 
and  we  then  passed  a  law,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  ratify  and  to  carry  into  effect  the  arrange- 
ment. Here,  then,  we  have  an  explicit  opinion 
from  both  the  Executive  and  the  Legislature, 
that  the  only  British  orders  which  came  within 
the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  law  of  March,  were 
those  of  January  and  November,  1807,  and  that, 
when  those  orders  were  revoked,  the  edicts  or 
Great  Britain  ceased  to  violate  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States. 

I  pray  you  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  turn  with 
me  to  the  law  of  May  last ;  yon  will  there  find 
the  precise  phraseology  of  the  act  of  March : 
^  In  case  either  Great  Britain  or  France  shall  so 
revoke  or  modify  her  edicts,  as  that  they  shall 
cease  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the 
United  States,"  the. President  19  to  make  known 
the  fact  by  proclamation.    The  authority  giveu 


to  the  President  is  in  both  caftes  the  same,  sod  it 
was  to  have  been  presumed  that  it  would  hare 
been  exercised  on  the  same  terms.  Bat,  sir,  it 
will  be  found,  on  referring  to  the  papers  liiit, 
under  the  act  of  May,  the  Executive  made  afar- 
ther  requisition*  The  revocation  of  the  Orden 
in  Council  of  January  and  November  was  DOt  to 
satisfy  us,  but  (he  blockade  of  tlie  year  precediog 
was  to  be  also  annulled. 

In  the  letter  from  Secretary  Smith  to  oor 
Minister  at  London,  of  the  5ih  of  July.  1810, 
and  which  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  law  of  Maf.it 
is  said,  '*  that  in  explaining  the  extent  of  ih«re- 

*  peal  which  is  required  on  the  British  side,  Mr. 

*  Pinkney  will  let  it  be  distinctly  understood, 

*  that  it  must  necessarily^  include  an  annulmeot 
^  of  the  blockade  of  1806;"  and  our  Minister, 
accordingly,  in  his  Letter  to  Lord  Welleslef.of 
the  21st  01  September,  tells  him  it  is  his  dutjrio 
state  ^  that  an  annulment  of  the  blockade  of  May, 
1806,^  is  considered  by  the  President  to  be  as  m- 
dispensable^  in  the  view  of  the  act,  as  the  rero- 
cation  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council."  Naj. 
so  far  has  the  President  gone  in  this  partieolaris 
to  give  the  French  Government  a  pled<retfaat 
this  will  be  required  on  the  paK  of  Great  Briiaio. 
In  the  letter  from  Secretary  Smith  toGeoenl 
Armstronff,  of  the  5th  of  JulV.  1810.  the  latter  is 
authorized,  if  it  should  be  found  necessarjr,  to 
^  let  it  be  understood  that  a  repeal  of  the  illegal 
blockades  of  a  date  prior  to  the  Berlin  iKftti 
namely,  that  of  May,  1806,  will  be  inclttdedia 
the  condition  required  of  Great  Britain." 

It  is  not  my  intention,  at  this  time,  to  eaiei 
into  a  discussion  on  the  subject  of  blockades,  not 
am  I  to  be  understood  as  giving  counteoaDce  to 
the  system  of  paper  blockades,  whether  that  sys- 
tem proceeds  from  or  is  attempted  to  be  enforced 
by  England  or  by  France;  but,  sir,  I  havegooe 
into  this  examination  to  show  that  the  Presideot 
has  acted  differently  under  two  laws  which  oofiit 
to  have  had  the  same  practical  construction,  De- 
cause  the  terms  used  in  them  were  alike;  that 
ui>der  the  law  of  May^  1810,  he  added  a  condi- 
tion to  a  settlement  with  Great  Briiaio,  which 
he  did  not  require  under  the  law  of  March,  l^i 
and  why  this  difference  ? 

Will  it  .be  said,  (hat  when  the  arraogemtnt 
was  made  with  Mr.  Erskine.  the  Presideot  bad 
no  knowledge  of  the -blockading  orders  of  May, 
1806?  Not  so,  sir.  By  recurring  to  a  report 
made  by  Mr.  Madison,  as  Secretary  of  State,  ia 
December,  1808,  of  belligerent  decrees  and  oHieis 
affecting  neutral  commerce,  you  will  find  tbii 
very  blockade  ;  and  certainly  what  be  knew  as 
Secretary  in  December,  he  must  have  known  » 
Presideot  in  the  April  following.  Shall  1  i^ 
told  the  President  had  discovered  that  the  block' 
ade  had  been  "  avowed  to  be  comprehended  isi 
and  identified  with,  the  Orders  in  Council T  1 
fear  this  will  not  be  a  satisfactory  answer.  For, 
in  this  case,  if  the  Orders  in  Council  are  reseioii- 
ed,  the  connexion  between  them  and  th^  blockade 
will  then  stand  as  it  was  supposed  by  the  Execa- 
tive  to  stand  when  the  arraBgement  was  eoterv 
into. 
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Person?,  Mr.  Chair  man,  more  prooe  to  jpul- 
ousv  ihan  myself,  and  who  are  disposed  to  find 
fault  with  the  late  Ezecutire  projects,  may  per- 
haps poiot  to  that  passage  in  the  letter  from  Sec- 
retary Smith  to  Mr.  Piokpey,  of  the  22d  of  May. 
1810,  iQ  which  it  is  said,  that  the  President  has 
read,  with  surprise  and  re{[ret,  the  -reply  of  Lord 
Weilesley  to  tnenote  requiring  ezplaoations  with 
respect  to  the  blocltade  of  France,  which  ^*  evin- 
ces an  inflexible  determination  to  persevere  in 
the  system  of  blockade,"  as  affording  a  reason  for 
this  added  condition  :  they  ma^  say  that  it  waa 
thrut»t  in  when  our  Administratioh  were  satisfied 
that  it  would  not  be  acceded  to  by  the  British, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  an  accommo- 
dation with,ana  keeping  up  the  irritation  against, 
thai  nation.  But  while,  for  myself,  I  disclaim 
this  inference,  I  most  confess  that  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  assign  a  sufficient  motive  for  the  difference  in 
the  two  cases. 

As  to  France,  sir,  what  were  the  edicts  to  be 
revoked,  and  how  revoked  ?  1  shall  have  occa- 
sion, before  I  sit  down,  to  notice  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees.  But  were  there  not  oth^r  de- 
crees? 

We  have  before  us  th6  Rambouillet  decree, 
with  a  date  of  the  23d  of  March,  1810,  which 
declares  that  ^*  all  vessels  navigating  under  the 
'  fla^  of  the  United  States,  or  possessed  in  whole 
*  or  in  part  by  a -citizen  or  subject  of  that  Power, 
'  which,  counting  from  the  20ih  of  May,  1809, 
'  have  entered,  or  shall  enter  into  the  ports  of 
'  our  Empire,  of  our  colonie;?,  or  of  the  countries 
<  occupied  by  our  arms,  shall  be  seized,  and  the 
'  product  of  the  sales  shall  be  deposited  in  the 
'  surplus  fond."  Thus  embracing  almost  the  whole 
of  continenta!  Europe ;  for,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Russian  ports  on  the  Baltic,  and  two  or 
three  places  in  the  European  peninsula,  every 
port  frequented  hy  the  Americans  belonged  either 
to  the  Kmpire  or  France,  to  the  colonies  of  that 
Kmpire,  or  to  countries  occupied  by  the  forces  of 
the  Empire.  The  seizures  under  this  decree  were 
consequently  great  and  distressing  to  our  mer- 
chants. 

This  decree  purports  to  be  an  act  of  reprisal 
on  this  country,  and  for  what  cause?  Not  for 
any  act  of  hostility  by  us;  not  for  any  seizures 
or  confiscations  of  French  vessels  or  French 
property  under  the  authority,  or  within  the  lim- 
its of  this  Qovernment.  No,  sir,  a  pretence  of 
this  kind  appeared  too  absurd  to  be  inserted  even 
io  a  French  decree.  It  is  true  that  General  Arm- 
strong, in  his  letter  to  Secretary  Smith,  of  the 
10th  of  September,  1810,  communicates  a  verbal 
explanation  which  accompanied  the  last  letter  of 
the  French  Minister:  "If  you  confiscate  French 
property  under  the  law  of  non -intercourse,  they 
^will  confiscate  vour  property  under  their  decree 
of  Rambouillet.''  .  Ay,  air,  and  they  have  given 
a  practical  explanatioq  that  they  would  confis- 
cate their  property  under  the  decree,  although 
lure  did  not  confiscate  their  property  under  the 
noD-intercourse  law.  Look  at  the  decree  itself 
and  you  will  find  the  motive,  or  rather  the  pre- 
text for  this  act  of  reprisal.    It  is  grpundea  on 


the  |)ass.ing  of  the  act  of  the  1st  of  March,  1809, 
and  it  is  grounded  on  that  alone. 

Thus,  because  we  deemed  it  advisable  to  pass 
a  law  which  we  supposed  was  a  mere  municipal 
regulation,  inasmuch  as  it  related  to  our  own 
citizens,  or  our  own  territories;  ajaw,  which, 
according  to  Its  letter,  applied  equally  to  both 
t^elligerents,  and  which,  as  it  was  not  to  com- 
mence its  operation  until  the  20th  of  May,  con- 
tained in  itself  a  notice  sufficient  to  prevent  any 
injury  to  French  subjects ;  for  this  cause,  and  for 
this  alone,  the  Emperor  adopts,  as  an  act  of  re- 
prisal, a  decree  which  subjects  to  seizure  and  con- 
fiscation, not  only  American  property  which 
should  reach  the  Continent  after  notice  of  the' 
decree,  or  even  after  its  date,  but  property  which 
arrived  there  at  any  time  for  the  preceding  twelve 
months.  I  will  not  stop  to  inquire  what  would 
and  what  ought  to  have  been  the  feelings  of  the  . 
Administration  and  of  the  country,  if  such  an 
outrage  had  been  committed  by  England  for  such 
a  cause.  But,  sir^  if  the  French  Government  is 
allowed  to  have  in  the  act  of  March  an  excuse 
for  reprisal,  ve  had  better  discontinue  making, 
laws  altogether;  for  it  is  difficult  to  find  in  our 
statute  hooka  law  less  hostile  to  France,  or  more 
within  the  right  of  an  independent  Government 
to  enact. 

To  see  the  true  character  of  this  decree,  we 
must  approach  it  a  little  nearer  j  and  with  the 
letters  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore  in  my  hand— those 
letters,  sir,  which  have  occasioned  our  present 
embarrassments — I  am  strangely  deceived  if  this 
proceeding  of  the  French  Government  does  not 
appear  to  partake  of  the  nature  of  an  ofifence 
which,  as  respects  individuals,  is  called  swind- 
ling. It  is  a  taking  of  property  under  false  pre- 
tences. 

In  the  letter  from  the  French  Minister  to  Gen- 
eral Armstrong,  of  the  5th  of  August,  1810,  we 
find  the  French  Government  attempting  to  jus- 
tify the  issuing  of  the  Rambouillet  decree  at  the 
time  it  did,  because  it,  until  **  very  lately,"  had 
no  knowledge  of  the  non-intercourse  law.  ^  The 
'  act  of  the  1st  of  March  has  raised  the  embargo 
'  and  substituted  for  it  a  measure  the  most  iojori- 

*  ous  to  the  interests  of  France.    This  act,  of 

*  which  the  Emperor  knew  nothing,  until  very 
^  lately,  interdicted  to  French  vessels  the  com- 
'  merce  of  France.  Reprisal  was  a  right,  and 
'  commanded  by  the  dignity  of  France."  Per> 
mit  me,  sir,  to  recall  to  your  recollection  a  fact, 
that  this  decree,  although  it  is  dated  the  23d  of' 
March,  was  not  issued  until  the  14fh  of  May, 
1810,  and  to  refer  you.  fgr  the  evidence  of  this 
fact,  to  the  letter  from  General  Armstrong  to  Mr. 
Smith,  of  the  24th  of  May,  in  which  the  General 
states,  that  ''on  the  14th  instant  was  published 

'  here  (at  Paris)  a  decree  of  the  Emperor,  dated 
'  at  Rambouillet  on  the  23d  of  March,  and  that 
^  several  of  our  ships  and  cargoes,  with  regard  to 

*  which  compromises  have  been  made  under  the 
'  sanction  of  the  Council  of  Prizes,  have  been 
^  seized  again  to  satisfy  the  provisions  of  the  new 

*  decree." 

From  the  date  of  our  law,  the  1st  of  March, 
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laie  at  Bayenne,  oo  X\it  5.(h  of  December  ?  .Nay, 
sir,  the  ExecatiTe  was  informed,  before  he  issued 
his  prociamfttioDy  by  the.  letter  from  the  Duke  of 
Catiore  to  Grenerat  Armstroni^,  of  the  112th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1810,  that,  "  as  to  the  merehaDdise  eoo- 
'  fiitcated,  it  having^  been  coo fiscated  as  a  raeasore 
'of  reprisal,  the  principles  of  reprisal  roust  be  the 
<  law  ID  that  affair."  'fVords  cannot  be  foond 
which  would  more  satisfactorily  *^e?iDce  an  in- 
flexible determination"  to  retain  the  property* 
As  the  principles  of  reprisal  are  to  b^  the  law,  it 
foilowrs  that  a  restoration  of  the  property  depends 
on  the  discietion  of  the  Bmperor,  and  is  not  to 
be  claimed  by  us  as  a  matter  of  rig^ht,  but  of  favor. 
And  what  have  we  to  propose,  arceordin^  to  the 
principles  of  reprisal,  to  obtain  the  restoration? 
Is  it,  that  we  have  suffered  ihk  nofi^intercotuse 
law  to  expire?  Why,  sir,  this  had  taken  place 
long  before  the  letter  of  iht  Duke  of  Cadore,  Is 
it  a  restoration  of  French  property  seized  under 
the. law  of  non-intercourse ?  This  cannot  take 
place ;  because,  ia  truth,  there  was  no  such  seiz- 
ures. 

We  will  DOW  examine  whether  there  has  been 
auch  a  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Miiaru  de^ 
crees  as  warranted  the  proclkmatioA.    And  here, 
let  me  remark  that,  when-  the  President  acted 
under  this  law,  he 'was  not  exercising  the  treaty- 
making  power.    He  was  tba  mere  agent  of  the 
Legislature,  and  as  such  agent,  be  was  confined 
and  limited  by  his  letter  of  attorney,  the  law. 
He  had  not,  therefore,  as  has  been  asserted,  a  dis- 
cretion, nor  had  he  anything  to  do  with  consid- 
erations of  comity  or  courtesy.    He  was  to  as- 
'  oeriain  when  there  was  an  actual  and  practical 
revocation,  and  then  make  known  th«  tact ;  4he 
consequences  were  left  with  the  Legislatare,    Jn- 
.  dcfed,  sir,  this  power  to  give  publicity  to  a  fact 
nitjBtht  have  been  committed  to  one  of  the  Secre- 
taries, or  to  a  clerk  in  tlie  offices,  and  if  it  had, 
we  should  have  si&tled  at  the  suggestion  that  its 
exercise  depended  on  considerations  of  courtesy. 
Mr.  Chairman,  when  the  proclamation  first  ap- 
peared, my  impression  was,  and  such,  too^  I  un- 
.  derstood  to  be  the  general  impression,  thilt  the 
President  had  some  dooument  unknown  to  the 
American  people.     The  letter  or  the  Duke  .of 
Codore.  of  the  5th  of  August,  was  already  before 
the  public,  but  It  was  not  credited  that  on  this 
letter  the  proclamation  had  been  issued.    Since 
we  have  received  the  Message  the  subject  is  at 
rest.    It  is  now  known  and  acknowledged  that 
the  President  had  not,  and  to  this  moment  has 
not,  any  other  evidence  of  a  revocation.    Now, 
air,  in  this  letter,  I  see  neither  the  form  nor  the 
substance  of  a  revocation. 

As  to  form— it  is  not  accurate  to  say  that,  In  a 
despotic  Qovernment,  like  that  of  France,  tkey 
^have  no  form*.  The  essentia)  principle  in  a  des- 
potism is,  that  there  should  be  a  power  absolute 
and  beyond  control,  and  whose  will  is  law.  But 
this  will,  to  be  law,  most  be  known  ;  and  the 
manner  in  which  this  will  is  promulgated,  is  al- 
ways, and  of  necessity,  a  matter  of  form.  Now, 
without  referring  to  -the  organization  of  the 
French  Qovemment,  we  need  only  advert  to  I 


known  edicts  to  ascertain  the  form  ia  which  the 
jecreea  of  the  Emperor  appear,  and,  of  coarse, 
the  repeal  of  his  decrees.  They  always  ran  ia 
the  name  of  the  Emperor,  and  are  signed  by  him. 
Thus,  the  Berlin  decree,  "  Napoleon,  Efflperor  of 
the  French,  and  King  m  Italy ;''  shpied,  '^  Napo- 
leon." The  Milan  dieeree,  '*  Napoleon,  Emperot 
of  the  French)  King  of  Italy,  and  Protector  of  the 
Rhenis>h  Confederations"  signed,  "Napoieoo." 
The  RambOuiilet  decree.  ''Napoleon,  dtc,A€, 
dbcV«igo«dt  **  Napoleon."  The  Dutydcereeof 
the  12th  of  September  last,  ''Napoleoo,  Emperor 
of  tbe  French,  King  of  Italy,  Protector  of  the 
Confederation  of  the  Rhine,  and  Mediator  of  thi 
Swiss  Confederation;"  signed,  ** Nnpoleoa.^'  I 
have  -product  these  inatances,  because  tltey  tp> 
pear  in  the  documents  on  onr  tables^  and  I  thiok 
I  may  assume  it  as  a  fact,  that,  the  Freneh  de 
crees  all  issue  ia  this  form.  If  a  ccMitrary  pra^ 
tice  haa  prevailed  in  a  single  case,  I  may  ask 
for  it. 

What  is  the  understanding  ofohe  French  eoom 
and  officers,  on  this  subject.  I  have  already  pre> 
seated  you  with  thetjwrt  of  theletter  of  tbeUok 
of  Cadore,  of  the  6ib  of  Augusti  in  which  h< 
says,  that  aince.  Congress  haxe  retraced  their 
steps,  by  revoking  the  act  of  the  first  of  March, 
^  France  is  no  looker  interdicted  to  the  Ameri- 
cans." Now,  snr,  if  this  letter  is  to  the  form  of  a 
decree,  it  revokes  or  modifies  the  Rambou/liet 
decree  equally  with  those  of  Berlin  and  Uilit^ 
inasmuch,  as  long  as  the  former  contiaaed  ia 
force,  France  was  interdicted  to-the  Americttts. 
And  yot  we  find,  ia  a  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore, 
of  the  7th' day  of  September,  our  Minister  ioqai^ 
fng  '^  Has  ihe  decree  of  His  Majesty  of  the  2Sd 
day  of  Marcb  last  been  recalled  ?"  And  Genrnl 
Armstrong,  in  his  leuer  to  Mr.  Snaith  of  tbe  lOih 
of  September,  reuMrks,  that  this  inooiry  "mtf 
lappear  to  have  been  useless,  after  the  declaratioa, 
'  that  American  ahips  which  will  hereafter  arrive 
'in  the  ports  of  Franceahall  not  be  subject  to  coo- 
'  fiscation;  but  understanding  from  the  Cooociiof 
'  Prizes,  that  until  some  act  be  taken  which  ha^ 
'  the  effect  of  recalling,  by  name,  the  decree  of  tbe 
*  23d  of  Mareb,  they  must  consider  it  liotfa  asex- 
'  istingaod  operative,  and  of  coarse  binding  upot 
'  them,^'  he  had  presented  the  subject  again. 

Here,  then,  we  have  the  opinion  of  the  Freoeh 
court,  most  known  and  most  important  to  d& 
the  Court  of  Prizes,  that  the  letter  of  the  Duite  of 
Cadore  is  not  in  the  form  of  a  decree,  and  has  do( 
the  force  and  e^t  of  a  decree.  In  additioo  to 
this,  we  have  the  act  of  seizure  of  tbe  brig  Nev 
Orleans  Packet,  by  the  director  of  the  custooisit 
Bordeaux,  in  December  last,  under  the  fierlio  aDd 
Milan  decrees.  As  tbe  letter  of  the  Duke  af  Ca- 
dore iiad  been  published  in  France  prior  to  this 
period,  no  one  will  helieve  that  if  it  was  in  form 
of  an  edict  of  the  Empire,  the  seizure  would 
have  been  made. 

But  if  the  contents  of  this  letter  had  been  ea* 
bodied  in  a  formal  act,  would  it  have  amoonted 
to  such  a  revocation  or  modification  of  the  Be^ 
lin  and  Milan  decrees,  as  that  they  ceased  to  rio* 
late  our  neutral  commerce  ? 
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I  remark  fir^t,  that  the  revocation^,  if  it  be  one. 
ras  a  future  and  not  a  present  revocation.  "  The 
lecrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked,  and,  after 
he  first  of  November,  they  will  cease  to  have  ef- 
*ect."  Now,  sir, although  there  is  an  affected  ob- 
icurity  in  this  sentence,  the  intent  is  moat  obvi- 
ous. As  long  as  a  law  continues  in  operation, so 
long  It  mustM  unrepealed,  and  as  these  decrees 
were  to  have  effect  until  the  Ut  of  November,  it 
"bliows,  that  on  no  construction  e^n  they  be  con- 
sidered as  revoked  until  that  period.  Indeed,^  on 
his  point  the  Duke  of  Cadore  is  quite  e;(pllcit  in 
lis  letter  to  General  Armstrong  of  the  7th  of 
September,  in  which  he  tells  him,  that  Aroeric;an 
ressels  arriving  in  France  before  the  first  of  No- 
rember,  although  not  liable  to  confiscation^"  will 
>e  subjected  to  all  the  effects  of  the  Berlin  an4 
dilan  decrees." 

But,  again:  the  revocation,  if  any,  was  not  only 
'uture,  but  it  was  also  conditional ;  ^it  being  un- 
derstood, that  in  eonseouence  of  this  declaration, 
the  English  shall  revoke  their  Orders  in  Council 
and   renounce  the  new  principles  of  blockade, 
which  they  have  wished  to  establish,  or  that  the 
United  States,  conformably  to  the  act  you  have 
just  coramunicatedj  shall  cause  their  rights  to 
be  respected  by  the  English."    A  condltion-^-a 
qualification — a  restrictioo.    Is  it  hot  obvious, 
from  the  very  terms  of  the  letter, that  it  contains 
a  condition,  that  the  repeal  is  a  qualified  one? 
The  words  "it  being  understood,''  are  not  only 
•xpressire  of  this,  but  they  are  singularly  appro- 
;)riate.    If  however,  we  were  inclined  to  doubt. 
we  must  be  satisfied  by  the  letter,  of  the  Duke  or 
Cadore  to  General  Armstrong,  of  September  7th, 
o  which  it  is  said,  that  the  Emperor  **  repeals 
his  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  under  the  con- 
ditions pointed  out  in  my  tetter  to  you  of  the 
5ih  of  August.'' 
Our  Ministers,  General  Armstrong  and  Mr. 
Piokney.   appear    to  have  puzzled    themselves 
much  atK)ntthts  condition,  to  discover  whether  it 
was  a  condition  precedent,  or  a  condition  subse- 
quent.   To  me,  sir,  the  idea  of  ft  condition  sub-, 
^quent  to  a  repeal,  is  rather  novel;  but  it  inay 
lerertbeless  be  just.    In  common  understanding, 
t  is  believed,  that  when  a  law  is  repealed  it  rs 
extinct,  and  if  it  be  so^  then  its  appendage,  the  eon- 
htioD,  would  seem  to  beat  an  end  of  course.    But 
D  the  view  which  I  am  about  to  take  of  this  sub- 
ject, it  is  not  necessary  to  settle  this  point,  as  it 
must  be  conceded,  that  whether  we  eall  the  con- 
jition  a  condition  precedent,  or  a  condition  subse- 
quent, the  .same  consequence  will  follow :  if  the 
soodition  is  not  complied  with,  the  decrees  must  be 
in  force  still.    Now,  sir,  it  appears  to  me,  that  the 
conditions,  attached  to  this  pretended  or  proposed 
repeal,  are  of  a  nature  which  have  not,  ana  will' 
not  be  compHed  with. 

First,  sir,  as  to  the  conditions  on  the  part  of 
England :  The  English  shall  revoke  their  Orders 
in  Council,  and  renounce  the  new  principles  of 
blockade  which  they  have  wished  to  establish." 
With  respect  to  the  Orders  in  Council,  I  have 
nothing  to  say  either  as  to  their  justice  or  their 
policy.    Heaven  knows  they  have  been  to  us. 


from  the  moment  of  their  inception,  sore  evils ; 
the  causes  of  great  vexation,  embarrassment,  and 
losses;  and  I  hope  thc^  period  is  not  far  distant 
when  we  shall  be  no  longer  disturbed  by  them. 
But,  sir,  I  wish  to  call  your  particular  attention 
to  the  other  branch  of  the  condition,  that  relating 
to  blockades.  We  have  been  so  long  in  the  prac- 
tice, and  justly  in  the  pVactice,  of  complaining  of 
paper  blockades,  tbat  at  (he  first  blush  wejtre  in- 
duced to  believe  the  condition  relates  to  them, 
and  to  them  alone.  Are  these  the  blockades 
which  are  intended  ?  .  Let  the  Emperor  and 
King  answer  for  himself.  In  tbeoflBcial  note  from 
Count  Champagny  to  General  Armstrong,  of  the 
22d  of  August,  1809,  we  have  this  declaration: 
"  A  place  is  not  truly  blockaded  until  it  is  invested 

*  by  land  and  by  sea;  it  is  blockaded  to  prevent  it 

*  from  receiving  the  succors  which  might  retard 
'its  surrender.    It  is  only  then  that  the  right 

*  of  preventing,  neutral  vessels  from  entering  it 

*  exists."  But  we  have  it  under  the  hand  and 
seal  of  the  Emperor  himself,  what  be  ipeans  by 
the  "  new  principles  of  blockade.".  In  the  Berlin 
decree  there  is  an  enumeration  of  real  or  pretended 
interpolations,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  in  the 
law  of  nations ;  among  which  we  discover  these ; 
**  that  England  does  not  admit  the  right  of  nations 

*  as  universally  acknowledged  by  all  civilized  peo- 
'  pie ;"  "  that  she  extends  to  ports  not  fortifieu,  tp 
^  harbors  and  mouths  of  rivers,  the  right  of  block- 
'  ade,  which,  according  to  reason  and  the  usage  of 

*  civilized  nations,  is  applicable  only  to  strong  or 

*  fortified  ports.*^  And  It  i&  declared  that  *^thf 
'  decree  shall  be  considered  as  the  fundamen- 
'  tal  law  of  the  Empire^  until  England  has  ac* 
*■  knowledged  tha  t  the  rights  of  war  are  the  same 
'  on  land  as  at  sea"—**  and  uniil  the  right  of  blocks 

*  ade  be  restrained  to  fortified  places  actually  in^ 
'  vested  by  competent  forces." 

Thete  can  be  no  mLsanderstandicig  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  Emperor  offers  to  give  up  his  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees,  if  the  British  will  renounce 
their  new  system  of  blockade;  and  in  these  very 
decrees  he  explains  what  he  means  by  this  new 
system ;  that,  besides  paper  blockades,  it  is  the 
attempt  to  blockade  the  mouths  of  rivers  and  har- 
bors and  ports  not  fortified.  Now,  sir,  I  will  ad- 
fnit,  ifwe  could  prevail  on  Great  Britain  and 
France  thus  to  limit  the  right  of  blockade,  it 
wonld  add  much  to  our  security  at  home;  for  as 
we  have  no  fortified  places,  akhougb  we  may 
have  places  with  fortifications,  it  would  follow 
that  we  should  never  be  eubjeet  to  a  blockade. 
But  is  it  true  that  according  to  the  usages  of 
nations  this  is  a  novel  svstem,  or ,  one  now,  for 
the  first  time,  put  in  use  oy  the  British  ?  Or  is 
it  believed,  that  a  nation  like  England,  whose 
effective  force  for  offence  and  defence  is  a  mari- 
time force,  can  or  ought  to  subscribe  to  a  system 
of  blockade  which  confines  its  exercise  and  right 
to  "fortified  places  actually  invested?"  What 
would  be  the  effect  of  ^uch  a  system  in  the  pres- 
ent war?  France  has  surely  not. to  apprehend 
an  Invasion  from  England;  and  if  any  of  the 
commercial  places  on  her  extensive  coasts  are 
forUfied,  the  fortifications  may  be  dismantled  or 
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destroyed  with  great  safety.  A9  soon  as  this  is 
done  they  become  *'  harbors  and  port<  not  forti- 
fied," and  have  no  longer  to  apprehend  any  in- 
convenience from  the.  presf^ure  of  a  naval  force. 
Is  it  not  obvious  that  England  wHl  not  comply 
with  her  part  of  the  conditionj  and  that  the  Em- 
peror never  expected  that  she  would  ? 

As  to  the  conditions  on  the  part  of  this  coun- 
try-^^'The  United  States,  conformably  10  the 
act  you  have  just  communicated, shall  cause  their 
rights  to  be  respected.'*  What  rights,  Mr.  Chair- 
man 1  The  right  of  not  beine  vexed  or  endae- 
gered  by  paper  blockades?  Yes,  sir,  and  more; 
the  right  of  not  being  iiiterrupted  in  a  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  cities  situated  on  rivers,  as 
Antwerp  for  instance;  or  to  carry  on  a  free  trade 
with  all  the  Continental  ports  and  harbors  not 
fortified,  although  the  whole  British  navy  .may 
be  cruising  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  or  in  si^ht 
of  the  port»  But  we  have  a  further  declaration 
jOf  neutral  rights  which  the  French  Emperoi* 
aays  he  will  allow  when  France  has  a  marine 
proportioned  to  the  extent  of  her  coasts  and  her 
population,  and  which,  so  long  as  the  British 
shall  continue  to  be  masters  of  the  sea,  he  insi&ts 
we  shall  claim  and  exercise.  Thus,.in  the  note 
from  Count  Champagny  to  General  Armstrong, 
of  the  22d  of  August^  1809,  *<  France  admits  the 
'  principle  that  the  flay  covers  the  merchandise. 
'  A  merchant  vessel,  sailing  with  all  the  necessary 
^  papers  from  its  Government,  is  a  floating  colony. 

*  To  do  violence  to  such  a  vessel  by  vm^  by 

*  searches,  and  by  other  acts  of  an  arbitrary  au- 

*  thority,  is  to  violate  the  territory  of  a  colony. 
'  This  is  to  infringe  on  the  independence  of  its 
'  Government."  In  other  words,  the  flag  is  to  pro* 
tect  the  property,  and  search  is  not  to  be  permit- 
ted. I  pray  you,  sir^  to  bear  in  mind,  that  since 
the  formation  of  this  Government^  and  under' 
every  Administration,  the  right  or  blockading, 
iy  an  actual  present  and  efficient  force,  ports  and 
places  not  fortified ;  the  right  of  searco,  and  the 
principle,  that  enemy  property  is  not  protected 
by  the  character  of  the  ve$se^  has  been  recog- 
nised or  conceded. 

But  how  are  we  to  cause  these  rights  to  be  re- 
spected 1  By  putting  in  force  the  non-importa- 
tion law?  Suppose  the  British  should  not  be- 
lieve themselves  excessively  injured  by  this  mea- 
sure; that,  in  fact,  it  operated  to  their  advantage, 
and  we  are  suflered  to  bring  On  premature  decay 
and  old  ajre^  by  this  political  quackery.  Would 
this  satisfy  the  Emperor?  No,  sir.  He  would 
soon  tell  us  that  we  had  not  caused  our  rights  to 
be  respected.  It  is  idle  to  believe  that  he  will 
deem  the  noii-importation  a  compliance  with  his 
condition;  nor,  to  me,  does  his  language  convey 
this  idea.  We  are  to  oppose,  or  declare  ourselves 
against  the  British,  and  in  the  spirit  of  our  law 
and  of  bis  declaration,  we  are  to  cause  our  rights 
to  be  respected,  not  by  self-destroying  measures, 
but  by  actual  force  and  open  hostility,  if  the 
English  nation  will  not,  without  it,  subscribe  to 
the  terms  which  have  been  presented  to  it.  Re- 
collect the  history  of  our  embargo  and  former 
non-intercourse,   the    propositions  inade  under 


them  by  our  Government  to  thf  French  Gorera- 
ment,  and  how  these  propositions  were  reeeired, 
and  you  will  be  satisfied  of  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  the  present  condition. 

Atkd  now,  let  me  ask,  whether  we  are  prepared 
for  these  conditions?  Whether  we  believe  m 
all  the  rights  which  the  French  Emperor  coa- 
descends  to  claim  for  us  from  the  BritishjShfaougli 
be  will  not  admit  them  himself?  And,  whether 
we  are  prepared  to  go  to  war  for  them  ?  To  me 
tbe  conditions,  both  on  the  part  of  this  eoantrv 
and  Great  Britain,  appear  inadmissible.  At  all 
events,  I  think  that  the  President,  before  he  acted 
on  a  proposition  so  loose  and  gener^l^  which  ad- 
mits of  so  much  doubt,  and  can,  by  fair  constroe- 
tion,  be  carried  to  such  extravagant  lengths,  oogiit 
to  have  asked  and  received  explanations  and  par- 
ticulars. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  the  letter  of  the  Dob 
of  Cadore,  if  not  itself  a  decree,  is  evidence  tbtt 
there  is  a  rescinding  decree.  'To  my  mind.  Mi. 
Chairman,  it  has  internal  marks  to  the  eontrarji 
but,  without  troubling  the  Committee  with  aof 
further  comments  on  the  letter,  I  observe,  tha: 
viewing  it  as  a  mere  matter  of  evidence,  it  miT 
be  fortified  or  explained,  by  other  evidence.  1 
have  already  read  to  you  parts  of  the  letters  fros 
Secretary  Smith  to  General  Armstrong,  of  the 
5th  of  June  and  the  5th  of  July,  which  declare 
the  determination  of  the  President  not  to  carrj 
the  non-intercourse  law  into  effect  against  Eng- 
land, unless  France  not  only  revoked  her  decrees, 
but  restored  our  sequestered  property.  We  art 
to  presume  that  our  Minister  made  Known  this 
determination  to  the  French  Court,  as  it  wai 
his  duty  so  to  do.  Now,  with  thisdeclaration  before 
him,  is' it  to  be  credited  that  the  Emperor  wooid 
revoke  his  decrees,  when  he  was  given  to  un(Ie^ 
stand  thst  the  revooation  would  lead  to  no  result 
on  our  part,  inasmuch  as  he  did  not  release  oor 
property?  Is  it  not  obvioas,  from  this  circoQ- 
stance  alone,  that  the  letter  is  a  mere  propo$itio& 
in  answer  to  the  one  made  by  our  Groverameot, 
expressive  of  the  views,  and  statins  the  terms  ob 
which  the  Emperor  would  revoke  ? 

Again,  sir,  we  have  the  letter  of  Mr.  Rassdl 
to  Secretary  Snaith,  of  the  llth  of  Decemb^, 
1810,  informing  our  Government  that  the  brig 
New  Orleans  Packet  had  been  seized  at  Bordetox 
a  few  days  before,  und^r  the  Berlin  and  UM 
decrees,  by  the  director  of  the  customs.  And  wt 
have  had  communicated  to  us,  by  the  President. 
the  note  from  Mr.  Russell  to  the  Duke  of  Cadore, 
of  the  10th  of  December,' stating  this  seizure  <o 
have  been  made  under  (be  decrees  and  ii^i^ 
an  additional  fact,  that  the  case  of  this  vessel 
was  the  first  which  had  occurred  after  tbe  M' 
of  November,  to  which  the  decrees  could  be  ap- 
plied. As  this  seizure  was  made  under  tbe  de 
crees,  it  shows  the  impression  in  France  to  be, 
that  they  still  are  existing  and  in  force ;  and  t&e 
evidence  is  the  stronger,  as  coming  from  the  cos- 
tom-house  of  one  of  the  princfpal  trading  to^ 
where  surely  the  revocation  must  have  been  oS* 
cially  known,  if  it  had  Mtken  place.  I  am  aware 
it  is  said  that  Mr.  Russell  must  have  been  misiB- 
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Ibrmed  as  to  tlie  cause  of  the  seizure,  ox  that  the' 
;ustoin-house  oflic^r  mistook  his  duty.  Bat  as 
:o  both  of  these  suggestioos,  I  will  only  remiad 
you  of  the  silence  of  the  Fretich  Goverumeot. 
The  remoDstrapce  of  Mr,  Russell  was  banded  to 
the  French  Minister  on  the  lOib  of  December, 
and  the  vessel  which  bore  (he  despatches,  brought 
Paris  accounts  to  the  27ih  of  December,  aod  did 
not  leave  France  until  the  1st  ,o(  January.  If 
\f  r.  Rus^ll  had  any  explanation  pr  answer  from 
:he  French  Gove;rnment,  it  would  bare  been 
:ommunicated  to  qs^  but  he  had  none.  The 
silence  of  the  French  Minister  is  equal  to  an 
express  affirmance  of  the  act  of  the  custom- 
[louse  officer,  and" is  an  i^mission  that  the  decrees 
iiave  not  been  revoked. 

Bat,  without  multiplying  proofs,  I  will  ebntent 
cnyself  with  referring  the  Committee  to  a  French 
State  paper,  the  report  of  Champagny,  Duke  of 
badore,  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  to  His 
Majesty  the  Emperor  and  £^in^,  dated  at  Paris, 
the  3d  of  December,  iSlO,  as  it  appears  in  the 
Aiuvra  of  the  1st  of  this  moAth.    in  (his  report 
nre  have  , the  following  remarkable  passages  :*- 
'The  orders  issued  by  the  British  Council  had 
overturned  the  laws  of  the  commerce  of  the 
world.    England,  whose  existence  is  wholly  at^ 
tached  to  commerce,  thus  cast  disorder  amon^ 
the  commerce  of  nations :  she  ha»  torn  from  it 
every  privilege.    The  decrees  of  Berlin  and 
Milan  repelled  these  monstrous  novelties." — 
'  Sire,  as  lo^ng  as  England  shall  persist  in  her 
Orders  in  Council,  your  Majesty  will  persist  in 
Tour  decrees.    Your  Majesty  will  oppose  to  the 
blockade  of  the  coasts  the  Continental  block-* 
ade,  and  to  the  pillage  on  the  seaS)  the  confisca- 
tion of  English  merchandise  upon  the  Conti- 
nent.    It  is  my  duty  to  say  to  your  Majesty, 
your  Majesty  cannot,  henceforth^  hope  to  recall 
your  enemies  to  more  moderate  ideas  otherwise 
than  by  your  perseverance  in  this  system." — 
These  passages  leave  nothing  for  inference  f  they 
ire  foil  and  explicit.    The  Berlin  and  Milan 
lecrees  are  not  only  unrevoked,  but  they  will 
-emain  so  until  the  Eoglish  Orders  in  Council 
ire  withdrawn. 

Will  gentlemen  yet  say.  after  this  damniog 
)roof,  that  there  is  not  eviaence  of  the  existeuce 
>f  the  decrees;  that  on  the  fijst  day  of  November 
bey  ceased  to  violate,  in  practice  and  in  princi* 
>le.  our  neutral  commerce !  If  they  aje  not  now 
iatisfied,  I  beg  to  know  what  will  satisfy  themi 
^re  we  to  wait  until  His  Majesty,  in  person  or 
>y  proxy,  give^  our  Administration  a^  formal 
lotice  that  they  have  mistaken  his  intention  1 
[s  it  according  to  the  modern  usages  of  nations, 
>r  the  custom  of  our  great  and  good  friend,  to  give 
such  notice?  No,  sir,  the  notice  you  willredeive 
will  be  the  capture,  aod,  if  not  the  condemnation, 
the  keeping  of  your  properly ;  and  that  notice  tou 
Uready  hare.  It  will  be  strong  complaints 
igainst  the  British  Orders  in  Council,  and  bitter 
aunts  against  neutrals  for  submitting  to  them; 
;hose  you  also  have.  It  cannot,  and  it  oi>ght  not 
o  be  concealed,  the  decrees  are  not  withdrawn. 
iYhether  doubts  existed  when  the  proclaoiation 


issued,  they  must  now  be  removed ;  and  we  ought 
to  adopt  nleasures  to  rid  the  people  speedily  from 
the  oppressive  weight  of  this  incautious  act  of  the 
Executive., 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  remains  still  one  view  to 
be  taken  of  this  subject.  It  is  said  that  we  have 
made  a  contract  with  Fraqce,  which  in  good  faith 
we  are  bound  to  fulfil :  that  in  consideration  of  a 
repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  we  have  covenanted 
and  agreed  with  the  Emperor  to  resume  tbe  non- 
importation system  with  Great  Britain,  and  are 
not  at  liberty  to  vary  this  assumption,  on  oQr  pari, 
in  any 'Articular.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  examine 
this  curious  prpposition :  but  are  Us  advocates 
aware  of  its  extent?  The  law  of  Mav  is  without 
limitation,  and  if  it  has  fastened  itself  on  Great 
Britain,  there  is  no  provision  for  taking  it  off, 
even  if  that  nation  should  iajr  herself  at  our  feet 
to  gain  our  favor.  In  the  spixit  of  this  new  law 
of  contracts,  the  non-intercourse  becomes  perpet* 
oal,  unless  the  Emperor  shall  be  graciously 
pleased  to  release  us  from  our  engagement.  But, 
admitting  that  our  hands  in  any  case  mi^ht  be 
tied,  th^y  can  only  be  so  when  good  faith  is  pre- 
served towards  us;  the  contract  surely  must  be 
binding  on  both  parties,  or  on  neither.  Now,  sir, 
from  the  papers  with  which  the  Executive  has 
furnished  us,  it  anpears,  that  the  promise  of  the 
Emperor  was  broxen  at  the  very  moment  when 
made. 

We  deem  ourselves  injured  by  the  Orders  in 
Council ;  and  why  ?  because  they  restrict  our 
commerce,  with  the  Continent.  But  for  that,  this 
country^  considered  as  a  iMutral  country,  is  not 
interested  in  them.  To  rid  ourselves  of  these 
orders,  we  have  recourse  to  a  variety  of  expedients, 
and  finally,  settle  down  in  a  non-importation  with 
England.  But  if  it  should  happen  that  by  the 
regulations  of  the  continental  Powers  themselves 
weare  deprived  of  such  trade,  what  interest  have 
we  then  to  oppose  ourselves  to. these  orders? 
Suppose  a  case:  we  make  a  contract  with  the 
Emperor  which  has  for  its  ohjeot  the  removal  pf 
the  orders  and  a  free  commerce  with  France  $  but 
after  the  contract  is  made,  the  Emperor  himself 
interdicts  the  trade ;  is  the  contract  still  binding  ? 
And  yet. this  is  precisely  our  situation.  If  the 
English,  by  their  orders  and  blockades,  formerly 
kept  us  from  the  Continent,  the  French  hare  now 
taken  their  place. 

Look  at  the  state  of  your  commerce  with  the 
Continent  under  the  recent  French  regulations. 
General  Turreau,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Smith,  of 
the  27th  of  November,  1810,  says,  that  certificates 
of  origin  can  only  be  given  to  American  yes&els 
loaded  with  the  produce  of  the  United  Stales, 
and  destined  for  a  port  in  France.  Again,  in  his 
letter  of  the  12th  of  December,  1810^  the  General 
says,  that  the  importation  into  France  of  cotton 
and  tohicco,  are  specially  prohibited  ;  but  in  his 
letter  of  December  25lh,  1810,  he  observes,  that 
by  his  despatches  of  the  1st  of  July,  22d  and  30th 
of  August,  cotton  may  be  imported  into  France 
in  American  vessels,  and  under  certain  regula- 
tions. And  what  are  these  regulations?  You  will 
find  them,  sir,  in  the  French  .decrees  of  tjie  9th 
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of  July,  1810,  aDDezed  to  hU  correspondence: 
^*  Thirty  or  forty  American  vessels  may  import 
into  France  (under  license)  cotton,  fisb,  oil,  dye- 
wood,  salt-fish,  cod-fish,  hides,  and  peltry."  '*  Thev 
can  only  depart  from  Charleston  and  New  York.^ 
Thus,  then,  according  to  explanations  of  the 
French  Mioisier  in  this  country,  we  Itre  by  ihe 
Emperor  excluded  from  all  the  ports  of  the  Coii- 
tinent  except  France ;  for  we  welt  know  that 
without  a  certificate  of  origin,  our  property  would 
be  liable  to  seizure.  We  can  carry,  eren  to  Prante, 
but  few  articles,  and  those  of  our  own  growth, 
and  are  thus  deprived  of  a  trade  in  colonial  pro- 
duce^ although  it  may  come  from  countries  friend* 
ly  to  the  Empire,  and  have  been  fairly  stamped 
with  an  American  character.  And  oi  the  little 
which  we  are  allowed  to  take,  the  greater  part 
must  go  from  privileged  places  and  under  French 
licenses. 

But  this  is  npt  all*  At  the  very  time  when  the 
Duke  of  Cadore  was  writing;  his  smooth  but  In- 
aidious  letter  of  the  5th  of  August,  a  decree  of 
duties  was  prepared  and  issued^  whicn  is  virtually 
a  prohibition  to  carry  even  by  license*  On  this 
very  fifth  day  of  August,  a  list  of  duties  was  sent 
to  the  French  custom-houses,  by  which  lone  staple 
cotton  is  put  at  eighty  cents  the  pound,  other  cot- 
ton sixty  cents,  and  tobacco  forty  cents.  Oo  the 
12th  of  September,  1810,  we  have  another  duty 
decree,  by  which  American  potash  is  chUrged 
with  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars 
the  ton,  codfish  two  dollars  the  hundred  pounds, 
and  American  rieefour^dollars  the  hundred.  Is  it 
possible  for  us,  under  these  regulations,  to  carry 
on  a  commerce  with  the  Continent?  Surely  not. 
I  am  aware,  that  a  few  privileged  ships,  furntshed 
with  imperial  licenses,  have  made  tolerable  voy- 
ages, and  some  small  number  "  under  iieense," 
and  by  special  permission  of  IJis  .Majesty  the 
Emperor  and  King,  may  yet  succeed  ;  but  this  is 
a  trade  not  belonging  to  us  but  to  France,  and  let 
France  look  to  it.  And  yet,  after  seeing  all  thin. 
'ire  are  this  day  seriously  debating  on  the  extent  of 
our  obligation  to  the  Emperor.  W'e  have  buckled 
on  the  non-importatioo,  and  insist  on  carrying 
.  the  load,  although  we  are  tottering  at  every  step 
with  its  oppressive  weight}  and  all  this  because  the 
.  Emperor  has  suffered  his  Minister  to  write  us  a 
note  full  of  professions  which  mean  nothing)  and 
promises  which  are  not  to  be  performed. 

Why,  then,  sir,  suffer  the  present  state  of  things 
to  exist?  Wny  permit  it  to  be  believed  fbr  a  mo- 
ment that,  for  such  causes  as  I  have  recited,  a 
non-intercourse  is  in  force  against  Great  Britain  ? 
Are  gentlemen  so  wedded  to  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem, notwithstanding  our  dear-bought  experience, 
that  they  are  anxious  again  to  travel  the  round 
of  nieasares  which  proved  so  disastrous  to  this 
country  ?  Are  we  to  have  again  in  succession  a 
Don-iropprtation,  an  embargo^  a  forcing  embargo, 
and  a  non-intercourse?  I  think  this  was  the  or- 
der in  which  we  proceeded.  And  why  all  this? 
Is  it  because  by  it  we  shall  injure  Great  Britain 
or  benefit  ourselves?  If  the  former  is  a  legiti- 
mate object,  as  some  seem  to  believe, .  to  be  un- 
ceasingly pursued,  no  matter  at  what  expense  of 


property  orcharacter,  are  we  quite  sure  that  this 
IS  the  means  of  doing  it?  - 

If  our  merchants  are  not  allowed  to  import  as 
well  as  export,  they  will  be  driven  to  abaadoa 
the  ocean ;  for  do  carffo  which  they  cao  raa\e 
op  will  bear  the  double  freight  of  the  outward 
and  homeward  voyage,  Which  it  must  do  if  the 
vessel  is  to  return  empty.  This,  accordiog  to  the 
law,  is  to  be  the  ease  as  it  respects  Eoglaiid.  As 
it  regards  the  ports  of  the  Continent  under  Freach 
rule,  the  joint  operatioip  of  the  British  Orders  in 
Council,  and  the  new  French  auti-eommercial 
regulations,  will  put  an  end  to  our  trade  there,  at 
least  a  direct  trade.  Do  we  not  then  in  adopting 
this  system  give  tfp  tbe  carrying  mde  of  the 
world  to  Great  Brfiatn?  Even  yoar  own  pro- 
ducts will  find  their  way  to  market  in  British 
bottoms:  for  though  you  may  prevent  Boglish 
vessels  rrom'entering  your  ports,  you  cannot  pro- 
hibit their  approaching  your  coasts  or  taking  ia 
cargoes  at  places  which  do  not  belong  to  yoo. 
As  to  their  goods^  thev  will  get  into  the  country 
as  Ipng  as  there  is  a  demand  for  them,  aotwitb- 
standing  any  measures  which  you  inay  adopt 
But  wiUioot  examining  the  eflfects.of  the  restric- 
tive system  in  all  its  baring  towards  Great  Bri- 
tain, let  me  say  that  I  folly  concur  vrith  my  boa- 
orable  colleague  on  tbe  other  side  of  the  House, 

J  Mr.  MiTCHiLLi,)  in  the  remarks  he  made  a  few 
ays  since  on  the  inefficiency  of  this'  system  to 
coerce  foreign  Powers^  and  the  necessity  of  a 
speedy  abandonment  of  it.  In  one  respect,  how- 
ever, I  differ  from  him.  I  mean  in  the  opinion 
he  seems  to  entertain  of  the  embargo,  and  as  this 
is  a  part  and  parcel  oi  the  restriciite  system,  one 
to  which  our  present  law  seems  to  point,  and  oa 
which  we  may  be  soon  called  upon  to  ace  I  shafl 
ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Committee  while  I  sub- 
mit a  few  remarks. 

My  colleague,  Mr.  Chairman,  professes  to  be- 
lieve that  if  the  embargo  had  not  been  broken, 
and  had  been  persisted  in  a  few  months  longer, 
it  would  ha  veaccomplished  its  object ;  we  sbould 
have  had  the  British  lion  crouching  at  our  feeti 
willing  to  accede  to  any  terms  to  prolong  his  ex- 
istence, which  it  seems  would  have  depended  oa 
our  will  and  pleasure.  This  is,  indeed  to  draw 
a  flattering  nicture  of  our  power  and  of  oor  con- 
sequence. What  BoOapartCj  with  his  milUons  of 
soldiers  and  his  scores  of  princes  and  kings,  has 
not  been  able  to  effect  after  years  of  war,  we  caa 
do  by  a  little  bit  of  paper  marked  with  strange 
characters  fay  tbe  Clerk  of  this  House.  This  is, 
indeed,  a  great  discovery,  and  its  iorentor  de- 
serves—a place  in  our  Patent  Office.  If,  how- 
ever, the  charm  will  be  broken  when  the  embargo 
is  evaded,  I  am  afraid  it  will  detract  from  the 
merit  of  the  discovery;  for  as  certainly  as  you 
pass  your  restrictive  laws^  as  certainly  will  they 
be  evaded,  and  that  too  by  friends  and  by  foes. 
They  will  press  hard  oa  some,  who,  from  neces- 
sity, and  Will  hold  out  temptations  to  others,  who, 
from  cqpidity,  will  break  tnrough  them. 

But,  sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  however  incon- 
venientor  injurious  the  embargo  might  have  bees 
to  Great  BriuiOj  and  inconvenient  and  injorioasit 
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certtioly  was,  it  eoold  not,  as  it  did  oot.  coerce  that 
latioD.  To  have  thia  effect,  a  commercial  inter* 
iQUT^e  with  ibese  United  States  must  not  only  be 
necessary  to  the  well-being,  bat  to  the  very  exist- 
>oce  of  Boglaud.  Does  any  man  really  believe, 
that  if  ihis  country  should  be  absolutely  destroyed 
by  some  convolsioQ  of  nature,  or  become  a  prov- 
ince of  the  Great  Empire,  that  Britain  would 
therefore,  and  for  tbat  cause  alone,  ffo  down? 
Do  we  not  know,  that  England  eziMed  with  al- 
most its  present  population  before  this  country 
was  discovered  ?  and  is  it  not  certain  that  even 
JD  oar  own  times  she  lived  through  a  war  with 
us,  altboogb  we  then  had  no  commercial  inter- 
course with  her?  Can  you  belieVe,  that  the  em- 
bargo was  more  oppressive  to  Great  Britain, 
whose  commerce  and  resources  ft  affected  hut 
partialiv,  than  to  us,  whose  commerce  it  destroyed 
totally  t  In  truth,  (he  period  when  the  embargo 
pressed  most  hardly  on  England,  was  when  it 
commenced  its  operation.  She  was  suddenly  cut 
off  from  the  supplies  which  this  country  had  af- 
forded her,  and  our  market  for  her  manufactures 
was  closed  against  her.  She  had  to  seek  new 
veots  for  her  p;oods,  and  to  search  in  other  places 
for  raw  materials.  The  longer  you  kept  on  your 
embargo,  the  less  she  must  have  been  affected 
by  it. 

With  all  her  -privations,  is  it  not  certain  that 
Eogland  derived  some  positive  advantages  from 
oar  embargo?  As  in  politics  and  legislation,  one 
fact  is  at  any  time  worth  two  theorie:!,  I  will 
mention  one  or  two  circumstances.  We  have 
heard  much  in  this  country  of  the  scarcity  of 
gold  io  England,  and  know  that  the  House  of 
Commons  raised  a  bullion  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  of  this  scarcity.  This  committee 
made  a  report,  which  has  since  been  published, 
coDtaioiog  among  other  things,  a  statement  of 
the  testimony  delivered  before  Ihem ;  and  I  wish 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  deposition  of  Mr. 
Hogban,  a  West  India  merchant.  He  says,  that 
the  achange  between  Jamaica  and  England,  for 
the  two  last  years,  has  uniformly  been  very 
high  Id  favor  of  Eogland  ;  at  one  time,  for  bills 
tt  oioety  days  sight,  it  was  at  twenty  p^r  cent., 
and  wu  then  (1810)  at  ten  per  cent,  above  par; 
and  declares,  tbat  the  principal  cause  for  this 
high  exchange,  is  the  great  export  of  m^nufac 
tares  through  that  channel  for  the  Spanish  settle- 
ments in  Cuba  and  the  Main.  He  states  that 
a  considerable  part  of  the  supply  of  manufactured 
goods  now  furnished  to  the  Spanish  colonies  from 
Jamaica,  used  formerly  to  be  furnished  from  the 
United  States ;  and  that  one  very  powerful  and 
the  most  powerful  cause  of  this  change  was.  the 
operation  of  the  American  embargo.  Mr.  Irving, 
the  inspector  general  of  the  customs,  also  gave 
testimony,  and  produced  a  statement  of  imports 
and  exports.  In  these  tables,  I  turn  to  the  ex- 
ports to  Jamaica  for  two  years,  1804  and  1809, 
and  discover  that  the  official  value  of  those  in  the 
former  year  is  £4,096,193  sterling,  and  in  the  lat- 
ter £8,755.193 ;  making  a  difference  in  favor  of 
the  latter  of  £4658.997  sterling.  As  Mr.  Irving 
Mys  that  the  official  valuation  was  fixed  io  1696, 
lUh  Con.  3d  S£ss.— 30 


si  Ace  when  there  has  been  no  alteration,  and  that 
the  difference  between  the  official  and  the  actual 
value  of  British  manufactures  in  1809,  appears  to 
have  been  from  forty-five  to  fifty  per  cent.,  we 
must  add  to  the  excess  £2,329,498,  making  it  £6,- 
988,495  sterling;  or  upwards  of  thirty-one  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

Now,  sir,  you  will  find,  by  recurring  to  the  com- 
mercial report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of 
28th  February,  1806,  that,  takinz  the  average  of 
the  years  1802,  1803,  and  1804,  (and  I  go  back  to 
those  years,  because  it  was  before  the  commence- 
ment of  our  restrictive  system.)  our  annual  im* 
ports  from  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  in 
Europe,  amounted  to  twenty-seven  milh'ons  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  And  will  gentlemen 
yet  say,  that  the  embargo  would  have  ruined 
England,  if  it  had  been  continued  ?  If  she  could 
exist  with  an  American  exportation  of  twenty- 
seven  milltoos,  she  surely  may  with  thirty-one 
millions.  Are  we  still  confident  that  our  embar- 
go has  been  productive  of  no  advantage  to  Greaf 
Britain  ?  By  our  commercial  restrictions,  we  have 
cramped  the  enterprise  of  our  merchants,  and 
drawn  them  from  a  field  which  must  produce  a  rich 
harvest  to  those  who  cultivate  it.  Ihaveoqaformer 
occasion,  observed  tbat  Spanish  America  would 
soon  afford  a  tree  and  open  commerce,  which  would 
of  itself  satisfy  all  our  wants,  and  be  equal  to  all 
our  wishes.  The  value  of  this  commerce  is  felt 
by  the  English,  and  they  now  have  it.  We,  on 
the  contrary,  by  our  schemes  of  non-intercourse, 
and  double  duties,  and  navigation  laws,  not  only 
leave  them  in  the  possession,  but  prevent  our 
merchants  from  entering  the  lists .  with  them. 
Nay,  as  if  apprehensive  tbat  at  at  some  future 
time  these  prospects  might  be  too  tempting  for 
our  people^  we  have  lately  taken  pains  to  raise 
the  prejudices  of  the  Spaniards  against  us,  by  de- 
claring ourselves  the  owners  of  one  of  their  prov- 
inces, and  marching  an  armed  force  to  take  pos- 
sesiMon  of  it. 

One  farther  fact .  What  has  been  the  effect  of 
the  embargo  and  the  other  restrictive  laws  on  the 
British  Provinces  to  the  north  of  us?  Let  the 
merchants  of  the  trading  towns  of'lhe  Hudson 
answer  you.  Before  the  embargo,  the  Canadas 
were  in  a  sickly  state ;  they  are  now  healthy  and 
flourishing.  Formerly,  their  chief  trade  was  with 
the  Indians,  and  for  fun;  now,  they  are  rivals  in 
your  own  business,  with  your  mo«t  commercial 
States.  While  our  capital  and  enterprise  have  been 
decreasing,  theirs  have  been  increasing;  and  io 
proportion  as  our  trade  has  been  hampered  and 
diminishing,  the  commerce  of  the  British  Pro- 
vinces has  keen  fostered  and  extending  iuelf. 
Their  population  and  weahh  and  importance  have 
been  wonderfully  advanced  by  our  restrictive 
laws.  There  is  no  deception  iif  this,  Mr.  Chair- 
man. Many  of  the  leading  towns  in  the  interior 
of  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent,  will  be  my  witnesses.  Ask  their  mer- 
chants why  they  are  idle  and  about  to  remove, 
and  they  will  answer  you  that  you  have  driven 
their  customers  and  their  business  to  Canada,  and 
tbat  they  must  follow  them.    I  forbear  to  press 


931 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRBSS. 


932 


H.  OP  R. 


Commercial  intercouru. 


Fb^boart,  1811. 


this  subject  farther,  And  I  have  merely  adverted 
to  these  facts  to  show,  that  if  Great  Britain  will 
be  injured  by  our  restrictive  laws,  she  may  also 
be  benefited. 

What  will  be  the  effect  of  this  nou-importation 
or  DOQ- intercourse  system  on  ourselves  1  We 
must  have  money  to  carry  on  the  Qovernment; 
a]r«  sir,  and  much  money  too;  for  appropriation 
bills  have  already  m&de  their  way  through  this 
House,  by  which  we  have  granted  about  six  mil- 
lions for  the  expenses  of  Government  during 
the  current  year.  And  how^lo  you  expect  toget 
this  sum  if  imports  are  prohibited  ?  I  know  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  recommended  a 
large  increase  of  duties,  but  a  table  of  duties  with- 
out imports  is  mere  paper,  it  will  bring  nothing. 
Indeed^  without  your  non*intercourae, a  temporary 
additional  duty,  so  large  as  that  recommended,  if 
it  does  not  totally  suspend  importatians,  will  not 
produce  much  for  your  Treasury.  It  is  holding 
out  a  temptation  for  smuggling. 

Your  merchants— how  are  they  to  be  affeeted 
by  this  system?  Do  we  not  know  that  those 
trading  to  Europe  have,  during  the  last  season, 
exported  large  quantities  of  the  products  of  this 
country,  and  are  we  yet  ^o  learn,  that,  owing  to 
the  embarrassments  of  commerce,  much  of  tnat 

groperty  remains  unsold,  and  of  that  which  has 
een  disposed  of,  a  part,  and  not  an  inconsidera- 
ble part,  is  yet  unpaid  for?  And  jret  we  are  by 
our  own  regulations  to  prevent  their  making  in- 
vestments, or  receiving  remittances.  If  we  do 
so,  we  shall  not  only  prostrate  many  an  individ* 
ual,  but  we  may  shake  the  mercantile  world  to 
its  centre.  Having  his  propertv  locked  up  in 
Europe,  the  merchant  will  not  ne  ftble  to  meet 
bis  engagements  $  the  property  will  be  iost  to 
him,  and  bankruptcy  and  ruin  must  follow.  Your 
West  India  traders — The  coarse  of  that  business, 
you  are  informed,  is  to  send  out  cargoes  in  the 
Fall,  which  are  disposed  of  to  planters,  who  pay 
in  tne  produce  of  the  islands  when  the  crops 
come  in.  As  this  takes  place  in  March,  and  we 
close  our  ports  on  the  2d  day  of  February,  it  fol- 
lows, that  these  merchants  will  also  be  sacrificed. 
These  will  be  the  particular  effects  of  enforcing 
the  nonimportation  at  this  time.  The  general 
effect  will  be,  as  I  heretofore  observed,  to  drive 
oor  merchants  from  the  ocean;  your  external 
commerce  will  wither  at  the  touch  of  this  bane- 
ful law,  and  your  merchants  will  sink  under  the 
reiterated  strokes  which  we,  their  protectors, 
have  aimed  and  are  aiming  at  them. 

But  is  this  system  to  injure  the  merchant  alone  ? 
What  is  to  become  of  that'usefnl  class  of  citizens 
connocted with  shipping:  the  sailor,  Uie  ship-car- 
penter, the  sail-maker,  the  blaeksmiui,  the  rope- 
maker,  and  the  long  list  of  mechanics  and  labor- 
ers who  find  support  and  employ  from  your 
merchants?  Must  thev  not  be  reduced  to- want, 
and  become  objects  of  charity,  or  do  as  many 
have  already  done,  leave  the  country  ?  The  ag- 
riculturists— Where  will  the  grower  of  hemp 
find  a  market  for  his  stocky  if  you  have  no  ship- 
ping? What  is  to  be  done  with  the  cotton,  the 
tobacco,  and  the  grain  which  remaiA  oa  hand,  if 


youir  merchants  ean  no  longer  exporti  Most 
they  not  be  wholly  lost  to  the  planter  and  the 
farmer,  or  sacrificed  by  them  to  the  specaUtoi? 
Are  there  not  other  evils  which  must  les^t 
from  this  system?  In  the  former  non-impoTtf 
tion  law,  care  was  taken  to  make  such  excepiio&s 
as  allowed  the  people  to  receive  articles  consid- 
ered of  necessity ;  but  this  law  is  general,  &od 
applies  to  all  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  Great  Britain  and  her  colooiei^ 
The  Southern  planter  requires  coarse  cloths  for 
his  blacks,  and  the  northern  farmer  piaster  foi 
his  fields,  and  both  the  one  and  the  other  must 
haye  salt;  and  yet,  sir,  under  this  law  we  are  to 
have  neither  doth,  nor  plaster,  nor  salt.  These 
are  some  of  the  evils  which  must  grow  out  of  a 
non-importation  >system,  such  aui  that  which  has 
been  attempted  to  be  put  in  operation  by  the  pro- 
clamation of  November:  that  they  are  of  the 
most  serious  kind,  every  person  who  hears  d» 
will  admit,  and  that  they  are  greater  than  the 
country  wilt  patiently  bear,  I  verily  believe. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  that  I  have  already  trei- 
paesed  upon  your  patience  and  that  of  the  Cod- 
.mittee.  I  trust,  however,  the  nature  and  impor- 
tance of  the  subject  under  discussion  will  be  at 
apology  for  the  range  I  have  taken.  I  will  now 
only  observe,  that  I  have  attempted  to  esublisii 
the  following  positions :  That  no  such  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  with  the  French  Gontw 
ment  as  comes  within  the  intent  of  the  kvrol 
May,  and  that  the  assurances  maide  to  our  Gor- 
ernment  were  deceptive.  That  the  proclamatioo 
of  November  was  issued  without  authority,  aod 
that  the  non  intercourse  is  not  in  force.  Aod 
that  the  evils  which  must  result  from  an  attempt 
to  enforce  this  law  by  the  custom-house  officers. 
under  the  instructions  which  accompany  the  pro- 
cUmation,  are  of  a  nature  so  serious  and  oppress- 
ive as  to  require  the  immediate  interfereoce  of 
Conffresa. 

Thus  viewing  the  subject,  I  deem  it  my  dotjf 
to  jiropose  an  amendment  to  the  law  now  before 
you,  which,  if  adopted,  will  do  away  the  effect 
of  the.  proclamation,  by  permitting  vessels  to 
enter,  and  merchandise  to  be  imported  asfreelf 
as  if  (he  proclamation  hfid  not  been  issued. 

Mr.  EicoTT  concluded  by  moving  the  ameod- 
ment,  which  will  be  found  in  thecommencemeot 
of  his  remarks. 


Tritrsdat,  February  7. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  instructed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  alteratioos 
are  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  act,  entitled  *'Aii 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  concerning  Co&soU 
and  Vice-Consuls,  and  for  the  further  protectioo 
of  American  seamen  ;"  and  that  they  oe  author- 
ized to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  i^HEA,  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill  to  amend  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Esiab^ 
lishment ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  comnoitted 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next 
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Mr.  Jennings,  from  the  cprnmittee  appointed 
on  the  twenty-eighth  qhimo,  on  the  petition  of 
sandry  inhabitants  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  made 
a  report  thereon  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  laying  out  a  public  road  from  the 
iine  established  by  the  Treaty  of  Qreeovtlle  to 
the  North  Bend  in  the  State  of  Ohto. 

The  House  proceeded  tt>  consider  the  amend* 
ments  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^n  act  providing  for 
the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands,  and  for 
the  sale  of  the  pnhlic  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Oir- 
leans  and  Louisiana;''  and  the  same  were  con- 
curred in  bf  the  House. 

A  motion  was  naade  by  Mr.  Gb Olson  that  the 
Rouse  do  come  to  the  following  resolutioa : 

Hesohedf  That  a  committee  be  appoinled  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  o/  proTldingi  bj.law»  for  the  tern* 
porary  government  of  that  part  of  the  territory  ceded 
t>7  France  to  the  United  8tatet«iA  theyear  1 80S,  which 
lies  on  the  east  aide  of  the  river  Misaissippic  on  the 
north  of  the  river  Iberville  and  the  Lakes  Maurepaa 
and  Pontchartrain  and  the  Golf  of  Mexico,  on  the 
west  of  the  river  Perdido,  and  on  the  itouUi  of  the 
Missiaaippi  Territory;  and  that  the  said  committee 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwiM.    ' 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  on  that  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, which  relates  to  that  part  of  West  Florida 
acquired  by  the  cession  of  Louisiana. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendments  made 
by  this  House  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  making 
compensation  to  John  Bugjene  Leitzendorfer,  for 
services  rendered  the  United  States  m  the  war 
with  Tripoli."  They  hare  passed  the  bill,  enti- 
tied  "An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territory 
of  Orleans  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gor- 
ernmeDt,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  ori- 
ginal States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with 
amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

PAYMENT  OF  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Root,  from  the  Commiiteeef  Claims,  who 
were  inatrocted,  by  a  resolution  of  the  etcbteenth 
ultioio,  to  inquire  into  th6  expedieney  of  repeal* 
ing  or  suspending  tbe  operation  of  the  aeferal 
acts  of  limitation,  so  far  as  they  now  operate  to 
bar  tbe  payment  of  sundry  claims  against  the 
United  States  therein  de^ribed.  made  a  report 
thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaauiy, 
of  the  ISth  of  December  last,  made  to  the  Senate,  it 
appears  the  five  first-mentioned  clasaea  of  claimr  may 
be  admitted  without  danger  of  fraud,  and  that  suffi- 
caent  guards  against  fraud  may  be  interposed  in  the 
three  last-mentioned  classes.  The  committee  concur 
writh  the  Secretary  in  this  opinion.  They  beg  leaTe 
further  to  observe,  that  they  can  discover  no  difference 
in  the  equity  of  claims  on  lost  certificates,  and  on 
thoae  which  have  not  been  lost,  but  are  barred ;  they, 
therefi>re,  sohmit  the  following  resolutions  : 


JUaokted,  That  prevision  ought  to  be  made  by  law 
for  the  payment  of  the  five  following  classes  of  olaioH^ 
to  wit : 

1.  Loan  office  certificates. 

5.  Indents  for  interest  on  the  public  debt 

3.  Final  settlement  certificates.     ' 

4.  Commissioners'  certificates. 

6.  Army  certificates. 

Reaohed^  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  by  law  for 
the  paymeut  of  the  three  following  classes  of  claims,  to 
wit: 

1.  Credila  given  in  lieu  of  Army  certificates  can- 
ceUed. 

2.  Credits  for  the  pay  of  the  Army,  for  whiih  ao 
certificates  were  isaued. 

3.  Invalid  pensions. 

Reaolv€d,  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  for  the  »• 
newal,  of  lost  or  destroyed  certificates. 

BANKS  IN  TH?  DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  several  bills  for  incorporating 
the  District  banksv 

Tbe  bill  incorporating  the  Farmers'  Bank  of 
Alexandria  was  first  taken  up,  and  amended,  by 
reducing  tbe  capital  from  81,000,000  to  $500,000, 
striking  out  the  section  relative  to  the  qualifica- 
tion, of  the  President^  limiting  the  duration  to  tea 
years,  &c. 

The  Committee  then  took  up  the  bill  to  incor- 
porate the  Banks  of  Potomac,  of  Washington, 
and  Union  Bank  of  Georgetown ;  which  were 
severally  assimilated  in  their  provisions,  and 
agreed  to  in  Committee. 

When  an  adjournment  being  called  for,  was 
carried. 


FaiDAy,  February  8. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  preeeoted  a  bill  to  erect 
a  light-house  on  Boon  Island,  in  the  State  6f  Mas-' 
sachusetts,  to  place  buoys  off  Cape  Fear  river,  to 
erect  a  beacon  at  New  ralet^  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  to  place  buoya  at  the  entrance  of 
the  harbor  of  Edgartown.  in^the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

Mr.  N.,  from  the  same  committee,  also  pre- 
sented a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  '*Ad 
4ct  supplementary  to  the  act  concerning  ConsuU 
and  Vice-Consuls,  and  for  the  further  protection 
of  American  seamen  ;"  which  was  read  twice* 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to*morrow. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  anthoriziog  tbe  disc  barge  of  Nathaniel  F. 
Fosdick  from  his  imprisonment."  reported  tbe 
^ame,  without  amendment,  and  tne  bill. waa  or- 
dered to  be  read  the  third  time  to*day. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  tbe  Senate,  announcing  their  disagreement 
to  the  ameodmenia,  made  by  this  House  to  the 
bill,  entiikd  '^An  act  making  compensation,  to 
John  Eugene  Leitzendorfer,  for  service?  rendered 
the  United  States  in  the  war  with  Tripoli:^ 
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wbeo  a  iiKition  was  made  b^  Mr.  Root,  that  the 
HoQse  recede  from  their  said  amendments. 

A  motion  was  also  made  by  Mr.  Swoops,  that 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  messaj^e  aforesaid 
be  indefinftety  postponed ;  and,  the  questiop  bein; 
taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  que&tion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Root,  to  recede  from  the  amendments  afore- 
aaid,aod  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
ict  making  a  further  distribution  of  such  laws  of 
the  United  Siatea as  respect  the  public  lands;"  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  tbia  House. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  eonstderation  of 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  on  the  re^ 
port  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  sev- 
en! bills  for  incorporating  the  banks  within  the 
District  of  Columbia:  the  amendments  made  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  were  concurred  with, 
and  all  the  bills  were  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  House  considered,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  reports  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
vnfaTorable  to  the  petitions  of  John  C<tlhoun  and 
William  Gamble.  The  reports  in  both  cases  were 
revei;8ed,  •  and  the  petitions  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  with  instructions  to  report 
by  bill. 

ARTHUR  8T.  CLAIR  AND  JOHN  CRAIG« 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  OD  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on 
the  petitions  of  Arthur  St.  Clatr,  and  of  John 
Craig;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
Spbakbb  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Macon 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had  had  the  said  re- 
port under  consideration,  and  directed  him  to 
report  their  agreement  to  each  of  the  resolutions 
therein  contained,  as  follows : 

**  JReaohedt  Tha  the  prayer  of  the  petttien  of  Ardivr 
St.  Clair  is  reasonable,  and  oqght  lo  be  granted. " 
Rtfoked^  That. the  payer  of  the  petition  of  J<te 
ig  is  reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  grai^ ted." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  aaid  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and.  on 
the  Question  to  concur  with  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  in  their  agreement  to  the  resolution 
first  recited,  it  was  resMved  in  the  affirmativ«e — 
yeas  68,  nays  39, as  follows: 

Ybas^— Joseph  Allen,  Lemuel  J.Alston,  David  Bsrd, 
WUliam  T.  BsriT,  Elijah  Bigelow,  Daniel  BlaitdeU, 
James  Breckeoridge,  WUliam  A.  Bnrwell,  WiUiam 
Cbamberlin,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittepden, 
Matthew  Clay,  Orchard  Cook,  John  Davenport,  jun., 
John  Dawson,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Pindley,  Ba- 
vent  Gardenier,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edvrin  Gray, 
WUliam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister, 
James  Holland,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebenexer  Hunt- 
ington, Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  John  Love,  Vincent  Mat^ 
thews,  Aiv^ibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  WUUam 
McKiDley,  William  MUnor,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman, 
junior,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qaiacy.John  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rea  of  Pcnnsjlvaniay  Samuel  Ringgold, 


John  Ross,  Adam  Sejbeit,  Daniel  Bhefley,  Dcank 
Smelt,  George  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Stuley, 
James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Nieholsa  ?ta 
Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Reme- 
laeri  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  Robert 
Wright. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jun,  Esekiel  Bacon,  Bnrwell 
Bassett,  WUUam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Rob'tBroim, 
Joseph  CaUiouo,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  James  Coch- 
ran, WUUam  Ely,  Jonlthan  Fiak,  Meahaek  Praokiin, 
BarsUIai  Gannett,  David  8.  Gariand,  Petenon  Good- 
wyn,  Jacob  Hufty,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nathsjaisl  Macon, 
Alexander  >ffcKua,  John  Montgomeiy,  Timetliy  Pte- 
kin,  junior,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  MntthiaaRMk- 
ards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Tho- 
mas Sammons,  John  A.  Scndder,  Samuel  8hnw,  Jobs 
SmUie,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanioid,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Chariea^  Tm^ 
ner,  junior,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whit^ill,  and 
James  Wilson. 

Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  McBrtuBj  and  Mr.  Hale,  were 
appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill,  porauam 
to  the  said  first  recited  resolution. 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  concur  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  the  second  recit- 
ed resolution  \  when  an  adjournment  being  called 
for^was  earned. 


Satoroat,  February  9. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  Matthbw  Lyok, 
from  Kentucky,  appeared,  and  took  his  senL 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented. a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  and  John  Clifford,  of  Philadel- 
pbta,and  Charles  Wirgmao,  of  Baltimore ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commiuee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

TERRITORY  OF  ORLEANS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
menls  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''Aa  act 
to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gorero meat, and 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  and 
for  other  purposes." 

One  of  the  amendments  propoaed  to  define  the 
western  boundary  of  the  Territory,  aoaa  to  aaake 
the  Sabiae  the  boundary  from  the  oeeno  to  the 
32d  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  thence  doe 
north  until  it  intersects  the  northern  boundary 
line  of  Orleans  Territory. 

Mr,  PtTCiM  aaid,  although  what  he  had  said  on 
this  subject  appeared  to  ha?e  no  weight  when  the 
bill  was  before  the  House,  he  hoped  when  the 
bill  came  from  the  Senate,  that  thoae  who  were 
friendly  to  the  bill  would  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment. Even  as  the  boundary  was  now  fixed, 
there  was  a  small  tract  of  land  on  tbia  side  of  the 
Sabine,  which  had  been  in  dispute ;  but,  perhaps, 
the  western  boundary  might  as  well  be  fixed  at 
the  Sabine  as  anywhere. 

Mr<  MiTCBiLL  said  he  had  at  first  bad  some 
hesitation  in  yielding  his  assent  to  this  amend- 
ment, not  because  of  the  extent  of  it,  for  the 
United  States  might  hare  a  claim  of  a  sreater 
extent,  and  bad  a  color  of  title  to  the  Rio^raro, 
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but  because  the  line  had  beeo  allei^ed  to  bea  small 
river  a  liuie  to  the  east  of  the  Sabine;  and  be- 
cause it  was  conqJuded  by  the  officers  of  the  par- 
ties on  the  Sabine  that  the  intervening  territory 
should  not  be  occupied.  But  he  did  not  believe 
thai  the^e  claims  of  Spain  were  to  be  considered 
of  aoy  moment.  In  taking  the  Sabine  as  the 
western  boundary  the  United  States  would  un- 
doobiedlv  exercise  great  moderation  in  the  exten- 
mu  of  their  limits ;  and  this  line  would  be  far 
from  including  all  the  territory  which  they  might 
hereafter  claim;  and,  in  acceding  to  this  bound- 
ary, he  wi:ihed  not  to  be  understood  as  surrender- 
ing any  claim  the  United  States  might  have  to  a 
greater  extent. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  agreed  to 
without  opposition. 

Another  anaendmeot  of  the  Senate  proposed  to 
amend  that  part  of  the  bill  declaring  that  the 
Convention  .should  be  chosen  by  the  free  male 
inhabitants,  by  adding  the  word  "  white,"  so  as  to 
eiclade  free  colored  people  of  mixed  blood  from 
voting. 

Mr.  Smilib  expressed  the  hope  that  the  House 
-would  not  agree  to  this  amendment.  The  bill 
only  provided  for  the  election  of  a  Convention  to 
form  a  constitution ;  after  which  these  people 
would  permit  whom  they  chose,  to  vote  for  Con- 
gress, ac.  He  eould  not  help  remarking  that,  so 
delicate  was  the  Convention  which  framed  the 
Constitution,  on  this  point,  that  it  had  used  only 
the  word  ^  persons."  The  amendment  could  an- 
swer no  good  purpose,  and  an  agreement  to  it 
would  not  be  very  honorable  to  the  House. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTBR  said  he  had  been  impressed 
with  a  belief,  when  this  bill  was  formerly  before 
the  House,  that  the  population  other  than  white 
formed  a  large  proportion  of  the  population  of 
the  Territory ;  but  be  had  since  understood  that 
they  were  not  now  permitted  to  vote,  and  were 
excluded  from  the  militia.  When  Louisiana  was 
first  acquired  by  the  United  States,  a  corps  bad 
been  formed,  composed  of  this  description  of 
people ;  but^  on  an  apprehension  of  insurrection, 
they  were  dismissed,  and  their  commissions  re- 
voked, dbc. 

Mr.  MiTCBtLL  thought  the  House  had  better 
reject  the  amendment.  The  act  declared  that  all 
the  people  within  certain  limits  should  compose 
a  State,  and  gave  them  a  right  to  make  all  regu- 
lations, &c.,  for  their  government.  The  most 
safe  depository  of  this  sort  of  power  would  be  the 
Convention  in  the  first  instance,  and  the  Legisla- 
ture in  the  second.  He  was,  therefore,  opposed 
to  the  amendment,  because  the  Convention  and 
Legislature  were  better  able  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion than  the  House.  . 
The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  negatived — 
yeas  49,  nays  60,.  as  follows : 

Tail — Joseph  Allen,  Willis  Ahiton,  Jan.,  William 
^*  Btbb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  Joseph  C^houn,  John  Campbell,  William 
OhamberKn,  Bpaphroditu8ChamptoD,Laogdon  Chevet, 
Matthew  Clay,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  Bsrent 
Oardenier;  David  8.  Garland,  Thottiaa  Gholaon,  Peter^ 


Hale,  iamfs  Holland,  Jonathan  H^  Habbaid,  Ebeii»> 
ser  Huntington,  Robert  Jenkins,  Walter  Jones, Thoo^ 
as  Kenan,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior.  Jobs 
Love,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Bsmnal 
McKee,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Montgomery,  Tfaoibaa 
Newton,  Joseph  I^arsop,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jan.,  8«n^ 
ttel  Ringgold,  John  A.  Scudder,  John  Smith,  John 
Stanley,  James  dtephenson,  Jacob  Swoope,  Geoign 
M.  Troop,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  van  Horn, 
Kinian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Kavs — Leranel  J.  Alston,  William  Anderson,  Eio- 
kiel  Baeon,  Williftm  T.  Barry,  Burwell  Bassett,  llob- 
ert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Martin  Chittenden,  Jamea 
Coehran,  William  GrawlbTd,   Richard    Cutts,    John 
Dawson,  WiHiam  Ely,  WiUiam   Pindley,  Jonathan 
Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  .Barsillai  Gannett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Riehard  Jackson,  jnn.» ' 
WiUiam  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Alexander  McKim,  William  McKinley,  William  MiW 
nor,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Thomae  Moore,  Jeremiak 
Morrow,  Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Gordon  8.  MumfiMi^ 
Thomas  Newboid,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peler 
B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Bihen  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastm 
Root,  John  Roes,  Ebenexer  Sage,  Thomas  8ammona» 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Sonthavd* 
Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggarl^ 
John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Esekiel  Whitman, 
and  James  Wilson, 

COMMERCIAl.  INTERCOURSE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppb«  all  the  orders  of  the 
day  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  House  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  concerning  commer- 
cial intercourse,  &.c. 

Mr.  Bmott^s  motion  being  under  consideration! 
to  amend  the  bilf  so  as  to  repeal  the  law  of  May 
last,  die.,  Mr.  Rb£a  made  a  motion  superseding 
that,  viz:  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Eppes  said,  that  when,  on  a  former  day, 
this  bill,  designed  only  for  the  relief  of  our  own 
citizen^,  was  under  discussion,  subjects  not  at  all 
connected  with  its  merits  were  brought  into  view. 
A  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Emott)  pre- 
sented to  the  House  on  that  occasion  his  view  of 
our  foreign  relations,  and  exercised  all  his  in^- 
nuity  to  show,  as  it  is  but  too  often  the  practice 
here,  that  the  Qovernnient  of  the  United  States 
is  exclusively  wron^,  and  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain  exclusively  right.    It  seems  that  in 
this  enlightened  age  new  duties  are  assigned  to  a 
Representative.    Under  the  pressure  of  every  in- 
jury which  foreign  inHuence  can  inflict,  a  Rep- 
resentative is  considered  as  discharging  bis  duty, 
if,  with  a  fine-spun  web,  he  can  present,  under  a 
suspicious  as|)ect,  either  the  motives  or  the  acts 
of  the  Executive  branch  of  his  Government.   No 
nation,  ancient  or  modern,  unless  in  the  last  stage 
if  corruption,  can  be  produced  where,  as  in  the 
United  States,  periods  of  diffictrlty  have  been 
seized  by  the  Representatives,  and  the  weight  of 
their  talents  exclusively  employed  for  increasing 
the  public  embarrassments.    The  speech  of  the 


son Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  WilUam  I  gentleman  froOi  New  York,  however  well  he 
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nay  hsTe  covered  k  uoder  nfiliness  of  manner 
and  a  fioe-^pun  ar^oment,  is  designed  to  convef 
to  the  people  an  idea,  that  the  ESxecotfye  has 
manifested  partiality  towsrds  France  in  the  late 
arransfement.  The  gentleAian  tells  us,  that  while 
t!he  Minister  of  Dne  foreicn  nation  wts  denounced 
here  for  an  implied  insult,  the  letter  of  the  Doc 
de^Cadore  to  Mr.  Armstrong  is  passed  over  almost 
in  silence ;  that  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  a  let- 
ter to  General  Armstrong,  tells  him  that  the  Pres- 
ident thinks  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  remarks 
on  it.  The  gentleman  ought  to  have  cone  fur- 
ther, and  stated  the  whole  fact :  that  the  letter 
of  General  Aroistrong  in  answer  to  the  Due  de 
Cadore  was  approved  by  the  Presidi^nt ;  that,  by 
the  approval,  he  adopts  as.  his  own  the  language 
and  sentiments  of  that  letter.  The  letter  of  Gen- 
aral  Armstrong,  by  the  approval  of  the  President 
has  becoma  the  act  of  his  Government.  For  the 
aeotiments  contained  in  that  letter  the  American 
Government  is  responsible  and  not  General  Arm- 
strong. The  firm,  manly,  and  eloquent  reply  of 
€kneral  Armstrong, to  the  Due  de  Cadore  stands 
preciselv  on  the  same  footing  as  If  it  had  been 
originally  Written  under  the  directions'  6f  the 
Government.  General  Armstrong  did  nqi  wait 
for  instructions.  He  repelled,  in  a  style  com^' 
portingwiih  the  dignityof  his  station,  the  charges 
of  the  Uuc  de  Cadore.  The  President,  through 
the  Secretary  of  State,  approves  his  letter,  adopts 
it  as  his  own,  and  says  be  ba«  nothing  to  add. 
Well,  indeed,  sir,  might  he  say  so,  because  the 
Minister  had  already  said,  in  a  style  as  pleasing 
to  his  country  as  to  his  Government,  all  that  the 
occasion  demanded.  But,  sir,  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  cannot  a^ree  with  his  colleague  in 
considering  the  President  of  the  United  States 
correct  in  issuing  bis  proclamatioOi  Why,  sir, 
does  the  gentleman  disapprove  of  the  President's 

Iiroclamation  ?  Because,  says  the  gentleman,  the 
etter  of  the  Due  de  Cadore,  of  August,  was  not 
a  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  It  is  a 
mere  promise  that  on  a  certain  da^  they  shall  be 
withdrawn.  When,  sir,  the  President  received 
the  declaration  of  Mr.  Erskioe,  the  British  Min- 
ister, that,  on  a  particular  day,  the  Orders  in 
Council  would  be  withdrawn,  and  issued  aj)roc- 
Jamaiion  founded  solely  on  that  declaration,  bis 
conduct  was  warmly  approved  by  men  or  all 
parties.  The  gentleman  troin  New  York  joined 
m  the  burst  of  applause  heaped  on  that  Executive, 
act.  Was  the  letter  of  Mr.  Erskine  a  repeal  of 
the  British  orders?  Unfortunately,. we  know  prac- 
tically it  was  not.  Was  it  such  a  repeal  as  the 
gentleman  contends  ought  to  have  taken  place  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  viz:  under  the 
sign  manual  of  the  Emperor  ?  No, sir,  it  was  just 
such  a  letter  as  that  of  the  Due  de  Cadore,  In 
both  cases  the  word  of  the  Minister  was  taken  as 
a  pledge,  and,  on  exaroinioff  the  two  letters,  so 
far  as  they  may  be  qonsidered  a  pledge,  the  words 
are  nearlv  the  same.  I  approved  of  the  arrange- 
ment with  Mrl  Erskine;  so  did  the  gentleman 
from  New  York.  I  cannot  see  any  diaerence  in 
the  ground  taken  by  the  Executive,  except  (hat 
one  arrangement  was  with  Great  Britain  and  the 


other  with  France.  The  one  affected  the  interesu 
of  Great  Britain ;  the  other  affects  the  ioteresuof 
France.    The  ^eptleman  from  New  York,  more 
nice  in  distinctions  than,  myself,  may,  perhaps, 
satisfy  himself  and  the  people  thai  these  two  cases 
are  marked  by  lines  so  strong  as  to  render  the 
conduct  of  the  Executive  in  the  one  case  an  ob> 
ject  of  applause  and  approbation  for  himself  and 
bis  friends,  and  in  the  other  of  suspicion  aad  cen- 
sure.   It  is  not.  however,  my  intention  toporsoe 
the  gentleman  through  his  argument.     There  is 
one  part  of  it  which  I  consider  it  a  duty  to  pass 
in  review,  inasmuch  as  it  is  calculated  to  give  to 
the  public  an  erroneous  view  of  the  grounds  takeo 
by  the  Executive  in  the  recent  negotiation  with 
Great  Britain.    The  gemleman  says,  the  Presi- 
dent has  not  only  required  of  Great  Britain  to 
withdraw  her  orders,  but  her  blockades  also.  This, 
he  says,  she  cannot  and  never  will  yield.     This 
declaration  is  made,  too,  in  the  pr^ence  of  the 
agent  of  Great  Britain,  who  must  have   beard 
with  delight  the  American  Executive  held  ap  ta 
suspicion,  and  an  American  Represeataiive  de- 
clare, on  the  Hoor  of  Congress,  that  demands 
#ere  made  on  Great  Britain,  not  sanctiooed  by 
the  law  of  the  last  session.    In  order,  sir,  to  sap- 
port  this  declaration,  the  gentleman  gives  a  view 
of  the  demands  of  i)ie  Executive  on  Great  Britain 
totally  incorrect  sad  contradicted  by  everr  part 
of  the  correspondence  before  us.    The  i^eatieman 
tells  you,  that  we  have  demanded  of  Great  Brit- 
ain not  a  withdrawal  of  the  Orders  in  Council 
ocly^  as  contemplated  by  the  law  of  last  session, 
but  of  her  "  novel  blockades.'*    To  establish  the 
demands  of  the  Executive,  he  turns,  not  to  the 
correspondence,  but  to  the  Berlin  or  Milan  de- 
crees, and  takes  for  our  demand  on  Great  Britain 
the  definition  of  blockade  given  by  the  French 
Emperor.    The  gentleman  is  entirely  mistaken 
as  to  the  demand .  made  of  Great  Britaia  bv  the 
Executive.    The  revocation  of  but  one  blocaadeL 
viz :  that  of  May,  1806,  is  included  in  the  demand 
of  the  Executive.    The  features  of  this  blockade 
render  it  different  from  all  other  blockades.    It  is, 
in  fact,  from  its  character,  more  like  the  Order 
in  Council,  a  permanent  regulation  of  commerce, 
than  a  blockade.    I  will,  however,  first  show 
from  the  correspondence,  that  the  President  did 
not,  under  the  act  of  the  last  session,  require  the 
revocation  by  Great  Britain  of  any  blockade  ex- 
cept that  of  May,  1806 ;  and  then,  that  from  the 
peculiar  features  of  that  blockade,  it  must  have 
been  included  in  the  demand  made  under  the 
act  of  the  last  session.    In  the  Message  of  the 
President,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
page  4ih  and  5th,  we  find  the  demand  stated  in 
the  following  terms : 

^  Under  the  modification  of  the  original  evders  of 
November,  1807,  into  the  orders  of  April,  1809,  tbeie 
is,  indeed,  scarcely  a  nominal  disttaCtion  between  the 
orders  and  the  blockades.  One  of  these  iUegitinftate 
blockades,  bearing  date  in  Msy,  18Q6,  having  been  ex- 
pressly avAwed  to  be  still  onreseinded,  and  to  be,  la 
effect,  cQmprehsnded  in  the  Osders  in  Coaadl,  was 
too  distinctly  bioaght  within  the  paiview  of  the  act  d 
Congress,  not  to  be  comprehended  in  the  explanatioa 
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of  tbe  reqaifllet  to  a  compliance  with  it  Hie  British 
Governmenlf  was  acoordinghf  apprized  hyoar  Minister 
near  it,  that  such  was  the  light  in  which  the  suhject 
was  to  be  regarded/' 

This  is  the  langaage  of  the  President;  In 
page;:  38  and  39,  of  the  correspondence,  wt  find 
the  declaration  of  Mr.  Smith,  our  Secretary  of 
State,  to  Gei^eral  Armstrong,  in  the  following 

words : 

"  If  the  non-inteicoiirae  law,  in  any  of  its  medifiea- 
tions,  waa  objectionable  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
that  law  no  longer  existt. 

"  If  he  be  ready,  as  haa  been  declared  in  the  letter  of 
the  Duke  of  Cadore,  ef  Fehrnary  14,  to  do  jostice  to 
the  United  States,  in  the  case  of  a  pledge  on  their 
paitnot  to  snhmit  to  the  British  edicts,  the  opportunity 
for  making  good  the  declaration  is  now  afforded.  In- 
stead of  submission,  the  President  is  ready,  by  renew- 
ing the  non-interconrae  against  Great  Britain,  to  op- 
pose to  her  Orders  in  Council  a  measure  which  is  of 
s  character  thai  ought  to  satisfy  any  reasonable  expec- 
tation. If  it  should  be  necessary  for  you  to  meet  the 
questiont  whether  the  non-iptercpurse  will  be  renewed 
agmiost Great  Britain,in  case  she  should  not  comprehend, 
in  the  repeal  of  her  edicts,  her  blockades  which  are  not 
eonsistent  with  the  law  of  nationa,  you  may,  should  it 
be  found  neceasary,  let  it  be  understood,  that  a  repeal 
of  the  illegal  blockades  of  a  date  prior  to  the  Berlin  de- 
cree, namely,  that  of  May,  1806,  will  be  included  in 
the  condition  required  of  Ureat  Britain  ;  that  particu- 
lar blockade  hanng  been  aTOwed  to  be  comprdiended 
in,  and,  of  course,  identified  with,  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil. With  respect  to  blockades,  of  a  subsequent  date 
or  not,  against  France,  you  will  press  the  reasonable- 
ness of  leaTing  them,  together  with  future  blockades 
not  warranted  by  pablic  law,  to  be  proceeded  against 
bf  the  United  States  in  the  manner  they  may  chooae 
to  adopt." 

In  pages  45  and  46,  we  hare  the  declaration  of 
General  Armstrong  and  the  Duke  de  Cadore. 
Mr.  E.  then  read  the  following : 

From  General  Armetrong  to  Mr,  Pinkruy* 

Pabis,  January  25,  1610. 

**  Sim :  A  letter  from  Mri  Secretary  Smith,  of  the 
lint  of  December  last,  made  it  my  duty  to  inquire  of 
His  Bxcellency  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  what  were  the 
conditions  on  which  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  would 
anoal  his  decreoi  commonly  called  the  Berlin  decree ) 
and  whether,  if  Great  Britain  revoked  her  blockades, 
of  a  date  anterior  to  that  decree^  his  Miyesty  would 
consent  to  revoke  the  said  decree  t  To  these  questions 
I  have  this  day  received  the  following  answer,  which  I 
hasten  to  convey  to  you  by  a  special  messenger : 

Ahswkb. — ^^The  only  conditions  required  for  the 
revocation,  by  his  Majesty  the  Emperor,  of  the  decree 
of  Berlin,  will  be  a  previous  revocation,  by  the  British 
Government,  of  her  blockades  of  France,  or  a  part  of 
France,  (such  as  that  from  the  Elbe  to  Breat,  Ac^)  of 
a  date  anterior  to  that  of  the  aforeaaid  decree.^ 

lo  page  47,  we  have  the  statement  of  Lord 
Welicsley  to  Mr.  Pinkney : 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
year  note  of  the  fifteenth  ultimo,  wherein  you  request 
to  be  informed  wheUier  any,  and,  if  any,  what  block- 
ades of  France,  inatituted  by  Great  Britain  during  the 
present  war,  before  the  firat  day  of  January,  1807,  are 
understood  by  his  Majesty's  Government  to  be  in  force  t 


I  have  now  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  eoael» 
rivers,  and  ports,  from  the  river  Elbe  to  Brest,  both  in* 
dnatve,  were  notified  to  be  under  the  restridiona  of 
blockade,  with  certain  modificationa,  on  the  16th  of 
May,  1806$  and  that  these  reatrictions  were  aflerwavda 
comprehended  in  the  Order  of  Council  of  the  7th  of 
January,  1807,  which  order  is  still  in  force." 

In  page  71,  of  the  correspondence,  Lord  Wel- 
lasley  declares,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pinkney: 

'<  The  blockade,  notified  by  Great  BriUin  in  May, 
1806,  'has  never  been. formally  withdrawn.    It  cannot, 
thoMMTore,  be  accurately  stated,  that  the  restrictions 
which  it  established  rest  altogether  on  the  Order  of 
Council  of  tho  7th  of  January,  1807 ;  they  are  com» 
prehended  under  the  more  extenaive  restvictiona  Of 
that  order.    No  other  blockade  of  the  ports  of  France- 
was  instituted  by  Great  Britain,  between  the  16th  of 
May,  1806,  and  the  7th  of  January,  1807,  excepting 
the  blockade  of  Venice,  instituted  on  the  27th  of  July, 
1806,  which  is  still  in  force." 

From  this,  sir,  it  appears  that  if  we  are  to  credit 
the  President,  tbe  Secretary  of  State,  General 
Armstroofi:,  the  Due  de  Cadore,  and  the  British 
Minister,  Lord  Wellealev',  the  demand  was  con- 
fined to  tbe  blockade  of  1806.  Was  this  block- 
ade such  a  violation  of  the  neutral  rights  of  the 
United  States  as  to  come  decidedly  wtthia  tJte 
act  of  the  last  session  ?  Lee  us  czamioe  its  fet« 
tures.  This  blockade  is  a  compound  one,  pre* 
aenting  three  distinct  characters : 

1.  It  obstructs  a  trade  from  one  port  to  another 
df  the  same  enemy— Prance  for  example.  This 
trade  has  been  denied  latterly  though  not  form- 
er!)r,  bv  Great  Britain,  to  be  free  to  neutraU.  The 
Unitea  States  assert  the  neutral  right  to  it. 

2.  It  obstructs  a  trade  from  the  port  of  one 
enemy  to  the  port  of  another — from  a  French  to 
a  Dutch  port,  for  example.  This  is  a  principle 
not  before  asserted  by  Great  Britain.  The  pres- 
ent Cabinet  of  Great  Britain  contended  against 
its  conformity  to  the  law  of  nations,  in  opposi- 
tion to  their  predecessors,  who  attempted  to  jus- 
tify tbe  orders  of  January,  1807,  on  that  prineiple. 

3.  It  obstruets  the  direct  trade  of  neutrals  from 
their  own  eountry'to  any  part  of  the  coast  from 
the  Elbe  to  Brest^-a  coast  not  less  than  a  thoa- 
sand  miles.  For  this  part  of  the  blockade  there 
can  be  no  defence  which  is  not  applicable  to  the 
Orders  in  Council.  This  blockade  has  been  con- 
tinued for  four  or  five  years.  No  force,  either 
adequate  or  inadequate,  has  been  stationed  for 
carrying  it  into  efifeet.  No  new  notification  has 
been  given.  It  is,  in  fact,  like  tbe  Orders  in 
Council,  a  permanent  regulation  of  commerce, 
and  has  nothing  of  the  character  of  a  blockade, 
except  the  mere  name.  This  blockade  consists 
in  great  part  of  the  same  probibition  with  the  or- 
ders of  January,  1807,  in  wbich  it  is  said  to  be 
comprehended ;  that  is,  against  a  trade  along  the 
belligerent  coast.  If  the  orders  be  unlawful,  there- 
fore, tbe  blockade  most  be  so;  and  if  the  orders 
be  repealed  as  a  violation  of  neutral  trade,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  act  of  Congress^  tbe  obligation 
to  repeal  the  blockade,  as  a  lilce  violation,  cannot 
be  contested.  This  blockade  of  May,  1606,  is  in 
violation  of  the  principles  laid  down  by  all  authors 


MS 


HI6T0BT  OF  C<»YaRB8& 


99n 


H.ofR. 


Commercial  hUeramrm, 


FsuiuAST,  1811. 


=^ 


on  the  subject  of  blockade.  It  ii  io  vioklion  of 
the  principles  laid  dowo-io  all  the  treaties  which 
attempted  lo  define  a  blockade.  It  is  in  violation 
of  the  prineiple5  contended  for  by  every  Adinifi- 
istration  under  the*  American  Government,  from 
ube  period  of  Washington  to  the  present  iim«. 
The  correspondence  under  General  Wabrino- 
ton's  Administration,  between  the  Secretary  of 
Siatfi  and  Mr.  Hammond,  may  be  referred  to  for 
the  principles  asserted  under  that  Administra- 
tion. In  the  correspondence  before  us  we  have 
the  principles  as  laid  down  by  Gei^eral  Marshall 
and  Mr.  King.    To  these  I  will  refer. 

Mr.  E.  then  read  ihe  following  extracts  of  let- 
iers  from  Mr.  King  and  Mr.  Marahali : 

From  Mr^  King, 

*"  Seven  or  eight  of  onr  Vessels,  lad^n  with  valnable 
cargoes,  have  been  lately  captured,  and  are  sliill  de- 
tained for  adjudication  ;  these  vessels  were  met  in  their 
voyages  to  and  from  the  Dutch  ports,  declared  to  be 
blockaded.    Several  notes  have  passed  between  Lord 
Grenville  and  me  upon  this  subject,  with  the  view,  on 
my  part,  of  establishing  a  more  limited  and  reasonable 
interpretation  of  the  law  of  blockade,  than  is  attempted 
to  be  enforced  by  the  Bnglish  Government    Nearly 
one  hundred  Danish,  Russian,  and  other  neutral  ships 
have,  within  a  few  months,  been,  in  like  manner,  in- 
tarceptod,  going  to  and  returning  from  the  Unitod 
Provinces.    Many  of  them,  as  well  as  some  of  ours, 
arrived  in  the  Texel  in  the  conne  of  the  last  Winter ; 
.  the  severity  of  which  obliged  the  English  fleet  to  re- 
turn to  their  ports,  leaving  a  few  frigates  only  to  make 
short  cruises  off  the  Texel,  as  the  season  would  allow. 
My  object  has  been  to  prove  that,  in  this  situation  of 
the  investing  fleet,  there  can  be  no  effective  blockade, 
which,  in  my  opinion,  cannot  be  said  to  exist  without 
a  competent  force,  stationed  and  present  at  or  near  the 
entrance  of  the  blockaded  port." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  lih'.  King- to  Lord  GrtnviUe, 

dated 

LovDOV,  Mojf  Sd,  1709. 

« It  seems  scarcely  neoeasary  to  observe,  that  ^ 
.  prestonca  of  a  competent  lores  Is  essential  to  constitnte 
a  blockade ;  and  although  it  b  usual  for  the  belUge- 
«r«nt  to  give  notice  to  neutral  nations  when  he  insti- 
.  ttttes  a  blockade,  it  is  not  customaiy  to  give  anv  notice 
of  its  discontinuance ;  and  that  consequently  the  pres- 
ence of  the  blockading  force  is  the  natural  criterion  by 
which  the  neutral  is  enabled  to  ascertain  the  existence 
of  the  blockade,  in  like  manner  as  the  actual  invest- 
'  ment  of  a  besieged  place  is  the  only  evidence  by  which 
we  decide  whether  the  siege  is  continued  or  rsised.  A 
siege  may  be  commenced,  raised,  recommenced  and 
raised  again,  but  its  existence  at  any  precise  time  must 
always  depend  upon  the  fact  of  the  presence  of  an  in- 
vesting army.'  This  interpretation  of  the  law  of  block- 
ade is  of  pecufiar  importance  to  nations  situated  at  a 
great  distance  from  each  other,  and  between  whom  a 
considerable  length  of  time  is  neoeasary  to  send  and 
Mceive  information." 

Esetraet  of  o  letter  fHm  Mt,  Marehallt  Secretary  of 
State,  to  Mr.  King,  dated 

SEFTixaia  20,  1800. 

"The  right  to  confiscate  vessels  bound  to  a  block- 
aded port,  has  been  unreasonably  extended  to  cases 
not  coming  within  the  rule,  as  heretofore  adopted. 


'*On  this  piociple,  It  might  wall  ho 
whether  this  rule  can  be  applied  io  a  ptaoe  wtt 
pletely  invested  by  land  as  well  as  by  ae«.    If  «e  ex- 
amine the  reasopmg  on  which  it  is  founded  the  v^ 
to  interorpt  and  confiscate  supplies*  deaigned  far  a 
blockaded  town,  it  will  be  difficok  io  resist  the  conTic- 
tion  that  its  extension  to  towns,  invested  by  sea  odW 
is  an  unjustifiable  cnoroachmeot  on  the  xigbt  of  nea- 
trals.    But  it  is  not  of  this  departure  from  priociple^ 
a  departure  which  has  received  some  aanction  firoa 
practice    -that  we  mean  to  complain.     It  is,  Aal ports, 
not  effectually-  blockaded  by  a  force  capaUe  of  com- 
pletely investipg  them,  have  yet  been  dcdared  in  a 
state  of  blockade,  and  vessels  atteraptlng  to  enlsr 
therein  have  been  seiaed,  and,  on  that  aeeonnt,  con- 
fiscated." 

I  have  shown,  from  the  correspondence,  that 
(he  blockade  of  May,  1806,  wns  the  only  une  in- 
cluded in  the  demand  of  the  ExecutiTc  I  bare 
shown  that  it  is  not  only  a  violation  of  our  neu- 
tral rights:,  but  of  the  principles  contended  for  bf 
men  of  all  political  parties  under  every  adminis- 
tration of  this  country  ;  and  I  cannot  but  exprea 
Biy  regret  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
should  consider  that,  under  the  law  of  the  last 
session,  this  blockade  ought  not  to  have  been  ia- 
cluded  io  the  demand  of  the  Exeeutire  on  Great 
Britain;  that  he  shouiji  declare  in  the  bearing  of 
the  British  agent  that  demands  had  been  made 
by  the  Executive  of  the  United  Slates  which  it 
would  be  extremely  convenient  for  as  if  Great 
Britain  would  allow,  but  which  she  never  coald 
.  yield.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  has  en- 
tered ID  to  an  argument  to  show  that  the  BerVia 
and  Milan  decrees  are  not  repealed.  We  have 
iust  heard  of  the  arrival  of  a  French  Ministef ; 
be  has  left  France  at  a  time  to  bring  os  certaia 
information  on  this  question.  I  have  no  wish  to 
enter  on  this  interesting  question,  with  a  band- 
age round  my  eyes.  Whether  France  has  com- 
Elied  with  her  engagements;  whether  France 
as  failed  in  her  engagements,  cannot*  be  a  sub- 
iect  of  ingenietis  speoulation  many  days  longer. 
Whatever  may  be  the  information  received! 
shall  endeavor  to  adhere  to  what  I  deem  the  real 
interests  of  my  country,  and,  so  far  as  1  am  able. 
to  maioialn  its  rights  against  the  unprincipleii 
agirrei^ions  6f  every  foreign  nation. 

1  wilt  now  make  a  few  observations  on  the  bill 
before  the  House.  It  contains  but  ^  single  sec- 
tion, and  exempts  from  forfeiture  goods  owned 
wholly  by  citizens  of  the  United  Sutes.  which 
shall  have  departed  from  a  British  port  prior  to 
the  second  day  of  February,  1811.  When  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
subject  of  modifications  of  the  non-intercourse 
system  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  it  appeared  to  be  the  unanimous 
sentiment  of  the  committee,  that  goods  which 
hadjieft  a  British  port,  before  the  President's  proc- 
lamation reached  the  port  ought  to  be  exempt 
from  the  penalty  of  the  non-intercourse  law.  al- 
though they  might  not  arrive  until  after  the  9d 
day  of  February.  It  was  considered  not  incoih 
siiitent  with  an  honest  compliance  with  our  ea- 
gagements  with. France;  and  seemed  to  be  required 
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b^  that  geoeral  priqciple  of  policy  which  is  ad^ 
•hered  to  in  all  free  coUnCries,  of  allowing  suffi- 
cient notice  to  its  (>iiizeos  of  the  commencemeot 
of  penalties  and  forfeitures.    The  bill  fur  enfor- 
cing the   non-intercourse  system  was   reported 
with  that  limited  provision.    After  the  bill  was 
printed  various  statements  were  received  hyahe 
committee,  ail  tendipg  to  show  that  the  orders  of 
our  merchants  were  sent  out  in  September  and 
October  ;  that,  from   the  chanR:e  ia  the'  actual 
state  of  commercial  capital  in  this  country,  goods 
were  at  present  purchased  wnh  cash,  and  not 
only  became  the  property  of  our  citizens  under 
the  orders  of  merchants  sent  before  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  issued,  but  were  at  the  ri>k  of 
the  purchasers;  that  these  goods  were  actually 
paid  for  before  the  PresideniV  proclamation  is- 
sued ;  that  they  cout  1  not  be  brought  in  before 
the  second  day  of  February.    The  committee, 
having  previously  decided  that  time  ought  to  be 
allowed  for  the  President's  proclamation  to  reach 
a  British  port)  and  taking  into  View  the  great  in- 
jury our  own  ciii:;eos  would  sustain  from  a  rig- 
orous construction  of  the  law,  determioed  to  ex- 
tend the  time  to  the  ultimate  period  at  which  a 
citizen  could  put  his  property  on  board  without 
infringing  the  laws  of  his  country.    It  is  not 
supposed  that  the  construction  put  upon  the  law 
is  strictly  within  its  letter-^it  u,  however,  per- 
fectly within  its  object.    It  was  designed  to  ope- 
rate on  the  nation  refusing  to  modify  or  with- 
draw its  edicts.    To  give  it  a  construction  which 
would  either  confiscate  property  bona  fide  Amer* 
ican,  or  lock  it  up  in  British  ports^  would  be  to 
destroy  our  own  resources,  and  produce  no  effect 
on  Great  Sritatn.    Under  the  sixth  section  of  the 
law,  it  is  not  made  unlawful  to  put  on  board 
British  manufactures  with  the  intent  to  import 
them,  until  the  expiration  of,  the  three  months 
after  the  proclamation }  its  being  unlawful  after 
that  period  depended  on  Great  Britain'^  follow- 
ing the  example  of  France  and  revoking  her 
edicts;  according,  therefore,  as  the  citizen  was 
more  or  less  sanguine,  his  interest  might  be  more 
or  less  involv,ed  by  supposing  that  Great  Britain 
would  withdraw.    Orders  sent  previous  to  the 
issuing  of  the  President's  proclamation  violated 
no  existing  law.    Those  sent  afterwards  cannot 
be  considered  as  given  in  violation  of  law,  in- 
asmuch as  the  commencement  of  the  law  de- 
pended on  a  contingency,  viz  :  the  modification 
or  withdrawal  of  the  British  orders.    There  is 
another  circumstance    which    operated  on  the 
committee:  The  law  of.  the  last  session  was  not 
considered  by  the  committee  as  a  plain  rule  of  ac- 
tion which  every  citizen  could  clearly  compre*- 
hend,  and  so  arrange  his  affairs  as  toavuid  its  pen- 
alties.   The  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  last,  ses- 
sion revives  certain  sections  of  another  act,  on 
the  happening  of  a  certain  event,  three  months 
after  that  event  shall  have  been  proclaimed  by 
the  President.    This  reviving  section  does  not 
declare  that  from  and  after  three  months  from  the 
date  of  the  President's  proclamation  there  shall 
be  non-intercourse,  but  that  particular  sections  of 
a  former  non^intercoarse  law  shall  be  revived. 


Each  of  the  revived  sections  contain  the  words 
^  20th  of  May  next,"  and  it  has  been  made  a 
question  whether  these  words  are  revived  as  part 
of  the  sections.  .  It  is  not  supposed  by  me  that 
such  is  a  proper  construction  of  the  law.  It  is 
only  stated  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the 
law  was-oot  in  that  clear,  decided  form  in  which 
penal  statutes  ou^ht  to  be  enacted.  In  the  con- 
struction given  to  the  law,  n>ore  regard  was  paid 
to  its  objects  and  principles  than  to^its  strict  let- 
ter. And,  if,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  relief 
IB  cases  peculiarly  h^rd  and  operating  on  our  own 
eitizena  exclusively,  we 'have  plaped  on  the  law 
a  consintciion  not  WarraQted  by' its  letter^  1  hope 
we  shall  be  justified  by  the  purity  of  the  motives 
under  which  we  have  acted. 

Mr,  Em o^r  explained. 

Mr.  Sturobs  said  he  was  happy  that  he  felt 
himself  so  situated  that  he  could  avoid  that  course 
of  discussion  upon  the  present  occasion,  so  much 
reprobated  by  the  honorable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Eppbs)  froth  Virginia.  He  said  he  should  not 
undert'ike  to  enter  into  a  di>cus>lon  of  our  for- 
eign relations,  nor  say  much  upon  our  restrictive 
svstem;  that  bis  friend  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Emott)  had  already  done  that  fully  and  ably.  * 
.  He  said  he  was  at  present  inclined  to  support 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, (Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,)  and  if  tbe 
words  should  be  stricken  out  us  proposed  by  that 
gentleman,  (as  one  good  turn  deserved  another,) 
he  hoped  he  would  bedidnosed  to  support  a  prop- 
oiiitioo,  which  he  (Mr.  S.-)  would  then  submit  to 
the  Committee.  If  the  Committee  should  agree 
to  strike  out,  Mr.  S.  would  then  pcopese  to  insert 
in  lieu  thereof,  idter  the  wprds  ^'be  it  enac.ted"  the 
following  woj-ds,  (which  he  read  to  tne Commit* 
tee,)  viz :  **  That  ah  act  entitled  an  act  concern- 
^  ing  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
^  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
*  and  their  dependencies,  and  forother  purposes, 
'.  passed  May  1, 1810.  be  and  the  tame  is  hereby 
^  repealed." 

Mr.  S.  said  he  was  inclined  to  favor  the  amend- 
ment of  tbe  gentleman  from  Tennessee  on  an- 
other ground.  He  was  not  willing  to  imply  by, 
any  vote  of  his  a  recognition  of  the  efficacy  of 
the  non-intercourse  law,  so  called,  wbiph  could 
not,  in  his  opinion,  upon  any  principle,  have  any 
operative  force,  until  the  20th  of  May  next.  He 
flattered  himself,  if  gentlemen  would  be  so  good 
as  to, attend  to  him,  that  he  should  be  able  to 
demonstrate  to  their  satisfaction  the  truth  of  this 
position ;  and  that  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign  Relations,  exercising  his  usual 
candor,  would  himself  be  satisfied..  The  lav, 
passed  March  1, 1809,  contained  a 'number  of  sec- 
tions which  went  to  prevent  importations  from 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  depeodeo- 
cies.  This  law  (containing  a  clause  limiting  its 
duration;  was  to  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress.  The  then  next  session  of 
Congress  ended  tbe  last  o(  June,  1800.  Tbe  law 
of  March,  1809,  therefore,  then  expired.  The 
law  of  May  Lst,  1810,  enacted  that  certain  sec- 
lions  of  that  of  March,  1809,  should  be  revived 
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memorable  treaty.  The  President  then  placed 
full  faith  ia  the  act  of  tbe  British  Plenipo- 
potentiary,  and,  on  the  ^ij^ioj^  of  that  treaty 
which  revoked  the  Orders  io  Couocil,  iromedi- 
ately  issued  his  proclaoiatioDj  and  thereby  dis- 
solved the  commercial  iojuoeiiOD,  whereby  Great 
Britaio  was  supplied  with  the  necessaries  of  her 
existence.  Then  the  President  acted  promptly, 
as  ID  4he  case  of  France;  then  he  acted  on  the 
information  of  the  British  Minister,  as  he  did  in 
the  -case  of  France,  on  the  information  of  the 
French  Minister.  Then  the  treaty  revoking  the 
Orders  in  CouncH  was  rejected  by  the  British 
GoTcrnroent ;  but  now,  in  the  case  of  France,  the 
revocation  of  her  decrees  is  confirmed  and  carried 
into  full  effect.  But  the  proclamation  in  the  case 
of  France  is  denounced  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  as  neither  formal,  substantial,  or  by 
authority,  aUhoug^h  by  comparing  it  with.,  the 
proclamation  in  the  case  of  Great  Britain,  which 
I  hold  in  my  hand,  it  will  be  found  formally  and 
substantially  a  copy  of  it,  varied  only  as  to  the 
Government  to  whose  proceedings  it  relates. 
When  I  assure  you  that  the  President's  proqla- 
malion  in  the  case  of  Great  Britain  met  with  ih^ 
approbation  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
and  hi9  political  friends,  you  will  feel  surprised 
at  tbeir  pariialiiy ;  but,  when  you  examine  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ap- 
probating the  conduct  of  the  Pfesident  in  that 
*casej  you  will  feel  no  doubt  of  the  fact. 

Sir,  this  gentleman  has  told  us,  that  the  non- 
intercourse  act  is  not  in  force,  and  tiiat  the  Amer- 
ican people  will  not  submit  to  its  execution,  not- 
withstanding the  revocation  of  the  French,  de- 
crees, the  continuation  of  the  British  Orders  in 
Council,  and  the  President's  jproctamation.— 
Whence  does  this  gentleman  derive  the  power  of 
declaring  an  act  of  Coogresa  not  in. force,  declared 
by  the  President's  prociamtition  to  he  in  force? 
Or  in  what  section  of  the  Union  does  the  geotle- 
man  presume  to  say  the  American  people  will 
not  jiubmit  to  the  law  1  That  that  gentleman's 
ape^h  was  intended  to  saw  sedition  among,  the 
pieople,  and  to  encourage  insubordination  to  this 
law,  is  too  obvious. 

Sir,  the  decrees  of  France,  now  they  are  revoked, 
aeem  to  be  more  obnoxions  to  that  gentleman 
ihan  the  British  Orders  in  Council,  now  io  full 
force.  He  denounces  the  Emperor  tot  the  Ram- 
bouillet  decree,  issued  the  twenty-third  of  March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  ten ;  which  subjected  the 
ships  of.  America  to  condemnation  entering  the 
ports  bf  France,  which  the  Emperor  declares  was 
an  act  of  retaliation ;  because  Congress  had  by 
tbeir  act  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine, 
subjected  the  vessels  of  France  to  condemnation 
entering  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  yet  that 
gentleman,  when  speaking  of  the  Briiish  blocka- 
ding order  of  eighteen  huodred  and  six,  issued 
without  e^en  a  pretext,  which  by  proclamation 
without  investment  subjected  our  ships  to  con- 
demnation enterinff  the  ports  of  France,  says, 
'^with  respect  to  tneir  Orders  in  Council  I  have 
nothing  to  say,  as  to  their  justice^  or  their  policy." 
He  is  pfe|Nir0d  to  condenn  France  for  her  act  of 


retaliation,  hot  he  is  not  prepared  even  to  speak 
of  Great  Britain's  pew  paper  blockading  >TsieiB, 
much  less  to  declsre  it  unjust  or  impolitic;  si- 
though  Sir  William  Scott,  io  I  Robiosoa'i  R^p. 
page  96.  expressly  declare*,  ^  that  no  ves^  was 
*  liable  to  condembation  for  entering  a  port  il- 
^  leged  to  be  blockaded,  unless  it  was  io  rested  bf 
'  such  a  nAval  force  as  to  make  the  enuy  therea 
*■  hazardous." 

Sir,  I  am  no  apologist  for  France^Dor  do  I 
know  how  aoy  American,  particolarif  s  membei 
of  Congress,  can  be  the  apologist  for  either,  after 
France  and  England  have  both  expressly  admii- 
ted,  that  their  Orders  in  Caon«ul  aQ4i  decrus 
were  direct  violations  of  the  law  of  DatioDs,aoJ 
adopted  fron^  necessity,  as  a  measure  of  retaliaiia 
against  each  other,  and  have  each  charged  \k 
other  with  the  £ri»t  aggressions  on  eur  oeouil 
rights.  On  examining  that  subject,  I  fiod  ilu 
Englacid,  by  her  Orders  in  Couocil  of  Mif, 
eighteen  hundred  and  six,  by  proclsmatioQ  W 
placed  France  in  a  state  of  blockade;  tbatFraacf 
in  eighteen  hundred  and  seven  had  placed  tk 
British  isles  in  a  like  manner  in  a  state  of  blockade; 
that  England,  by.  her  Orders  in  Council  of  ik 
eleventh  of  November,  eighteen  hundred  aodieres. 
laid  a  toll  on  neutral  vessels,  and  made  them  pis 
through  her  ports ;  France  by  her  decree  of  iht 
semnteenth  of  December,  eighteen  hoadred  aii 
scven^ declared  the  vessels  sulMnitting  totbaforde; 
denationalized,  and  lawful  prize;  so  tbatbf  liiei' 
new  principle  of  blockade,  apd  their  uopriocipled 
retaliatioos,  the  commerce  of  the  Uoited  Sut0 
waa  cut  up  by  the  roots.  The  American  Gor- 
ernmeot,  anxious  to  preserve  the  remnant  of  tk 
property  of  the  American  merchants,  that  ^ 
eaeaped  the  rapapiiy  of  the  tyrant  of  the  oen& 
on  the  twenty-second  of  December,  eighteen  hoa- 
dred and  seven,  passes  the  einbargo  law,  wbicii  tke 
seditious  clamors,  of  certain  arch  traitors  io  tki 
Eaatern  States,  the  violation  of  the  law  bf  irei- 
son  and  cupidity,  induced  Congress  on  the  firsts 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine,  to  repeal,  an 
to  pass  the  present  non-intercourse  law,cootiQaA 
under  which  France  has  revoked  her  decrees « 
Berlin  and  Milan, and  now  expects  us  to  fulfill^' 
conditions,  whiich  we  voluntarily  imposed  ODOO^ 
seivesj  in  the  event  of  either  revoking  their  d^ 
crees. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  instnoatestkit 
the  British  Order  in  Council  of  May  eighteei 
hundred  and  six  waa  not  contemplated  bj  ^ 
law.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  wbeiber  thtt 
order  did  not  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  tbe 
United  Sutes?  And  whether  tbeactofCoa- 
ffresa  which  declares,  that,  on  either  Frsoce  or 
England  so  revoking  or  modifying  their  eAjc^ 
violating  the  neutral,  commerce  of  the  Uolteji 
States,  that  order  is  not  as  completely  embraced, 
in  letter  and  in  spirit  as  any  other  Order  in  Cooa* 
cil?    Why  ihen  except  it  7 

He  also  insists  thai  the  Emperor  of  France, 
when  be  revoked  his  decrees,  where  he  says  t&e 
United  States  shall  cause  tkeir  rights  to  be  it- 
spectedt  intended  more  than  the  enforcing  ibt  do^ 
inteicotme  law.    How  that  gentleman  colieew 
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8  iDtentfoa,  bat  frotn  the  letter  of  the  pake  of 
idore,  1  kpow  not ;  and  I  aoi  sure  he  could  not 
}in  that  lecter,  which  says  ''lam  aathorized  to 
lectare  to  f  oa,  sir,  that  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and 
Mibrfo  are  rcfyoked,  and  thilt,  after  the  first  sOf 
November,  they  will  cease  to  have  effect;  it 
leing  anderstood,  that  in  consequence  of  this 
leclaratiobthe  English «hall  rerolte  their  Orders 
n  Coancil;  and  renounce  the  new  principled  of 
blockade  which  ihey  have  wished  to  establish  ; 
)r  that  the  United  States,  cooformab]|r  t9  the 
ict  yoa  have  just  coniiaunicated,  shall  cause 
four  rii^hts  to  be  respected.".  Can  tan^oagfe  be 
ore  plain,  that  the  revocation  was  to  take  effect 
I  either  of  these  alternatives  ?  Or  can  there  be 
doubt  that  the  Emperor  wished  il  on  the  latter, 
it  might  lead  to  a  coKision  between  the  United 
[ates  and  Great  Britain,  if  $he  did  not  revoke 
T  Orders  in  Council  ?  However,  in  order  to 
ove  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  are  yet 
force  against  the  United  6tateii,he  read«  par^ 
^rapb  from  the  Aurora,  in  which  the  Duke  of 
adore,  in  «  report  to  the  Emperor  of  the  third  of 
ecember,says,  **  Thei)rdersofthe  British  CoHn;  il 
>verturned  the  commerce  of  the  world  ;  the  de- 
crees of  Berlin  and  Milan  repelled  those,  mon- 
itrous  iMVelties,  Siro/aslong  as  England  shall 
persist  in  her  Orders  in  Council,  your  Majesty 
will  periist  ip  yoqr  decrees.  Your  M^j^sty  will 
}ppose  to  the  blockade  of  the  coasts  and  conti- 
leotal  blockade,  and  to  the  pillaj^e  of  th^  aeas, 
he  confiscation  of  English  merchandise."  Did 
r  thus  expect  to  impose  upon  us?  Has  not  this 
port  immediate  relation  to  England,. and  Eng^ 
h  cDerchandises  ?  Did  any  man  in  his  senses 
er  suppose  that  the  revocation  or  modification 
'  the  decrees  as  to  the  United  States  should  ez- 
tid  to  all  other  neutral  Powers?  Or  can  the 
tnfiscation  of  English  merchandises  beconceived 
affect  the  United  States,  when  he  has  expressly 
ipulated^  ^not  to  import  any  goods,  wttres,  or 
erchandisesythe  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture 
'  Great  Britain."  The  act  of  Congress  js  per- 
ct  evidence,  that  the  revocation  or  modification 
'  the  edicts,  so  that  they  should  cease  to  violate 
le  neutral  commerce  of  the  United  Sutes,  was 
il  that  was  requhred,  and  that  the' United  States 
lould  not  import  goods,  wares,  or  merohandises, 
le  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  Power 
^fusing  to  revoke  her  edicts.  If  the  gentleoaan 
ad  read  all  that  the  Aurora  said,  he  would  have 
sen  it  declared,  ^*that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
rees  wererevoked  as  to  the  United  States^  That, 
to  the  British  paper  blockade  France  had  Opposed 
not  only  her  continental  blockade,  but  her  block-^ 
ade  by  fiie,  by  burning  British  goods  and  by 
branding  the  violator  ofher  customs  in  the  fore- 
head with  the  letters  V.  D." 
He  DOW  expresses  a  perfect  confidence  that 
he  Berlin  aqd  Milan  decrees  are  not  revoked.* 
rem  a  hasty  letter  of  our  Charge  des  Affairs,  or 
he  Uth  of  Uecember  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
D  which  he  says,  '*that  about  the  5th  of  Decem- 
ber the  New  Orleans  Packet  #as  seized  at  Bor* 
deaux.  under  the  Milan  and  Berlin  decrees ;  and 
that  on  the  10th  day  of  December  he  had  wriuen 


'  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  remonstrating 
^  against  it,  in  which  be  says.  ^  I  am  sure  this  act 
^will  uot  be  approved  by  His  Majesty,  but  that 
'  prompt  measures  will  be  taken  to  correct  it."  If 
the  act  had  been  in  violation  of  our  rights  by  an 
oflicer  of  the  Government,  it  ought  not  to  be  as- 
cribed to  the  GK>vernment,  until  the  case  had  been 
correctly  slated  and  redress  denied ;  bat  we  fortu- 
nately have  a  full  statement  of  the  case  from 
Mr.  Myers,  our  Consul  at  Bordeaux,  of  the  6th  of 
December.  ^*  T4ie  brig  New  Orleans  Packet,  of 
*  New  York,  with  a  cargo  of  provisions,  and  three 
^  hundred  bags  of  cocoa  on  bbard,  bound  to  the 
'  Mediterranean  for  a  market,  went  to  Gibraltar, 
^  where,  after  ly4ng  some  lime,  she  came  to  this 
'  port. where  she  has  been  sequestered."  He  also 
states,  that  ^  the  schooner  Friendship, «f  and  from 
Baltimore,  with  a'dargo  of  eofflfe  and  «ampeachy, 
is  arrived  ^^t  days  ago  in  this  river."  He,  on 
the  14th  of  December,  safS)  ^th«  brig  Orleans 
Packet,  mentioned  in  my  former  letter,  has  since 
beet)  seized  by  the  collector,  and  her  cargo  has 
been  put  io  the  Imperial  custom-house."  The 
schDoner  fSriendship  has  been  sequestered;  but 
the  Consul  does  not  utter  a  complaint  against 
France.  No  I  he  knew  that  by  our  agreement 
with  France  we  had  no  right  to  import  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandises,  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manofacture  of  Great  Britain  or  b^r  dependeii- 
cies ;  that  one  of  them  had  just  cojne  from  Gib- 
raltar, and  that  they  were  both  laden  whh  Brit- 
ish colonial  prpdoee,  prohibited  by  theact  of  Con- 
gress of  the  1st  Of  May,  and  also  liable  to  be  burnt. 
Thus,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  find  from  a  full  exami- 
nation of  the  case  itk  the  Aurora,  and  from  a  full 
statement  of  the  case  Qf  the  New  Orleans  Packet, 
there  Is  no  evidence  that  the  decrees  of  Berlin 
and  Milan  are  ndt  revbked  $  which  the  gentle- 
nnao  seems  so  desirous  "to  establish  against  the 
Preiiident's  proclamation.  And  why  this  solici- 
tude? I  can  find  no  other  reason  for  \\,  but  that 
it  may  impeach  the  British  CabtneN-for,  sir,  we 
kttow.^hat  Mr.  Canning  assured  Mr.  Pinkney 
that  the  British  Orders  in*  Council  should  be  re- 
voked, OB  the  revocation  of  the  decrees  of  France 
which  hnd  produced  them ;  that  Mr.  Erskinegave 
the  same  assurances,  and  in  the  solemn  form  of  a 
treaty,  and  that  these  assuranees  bad  lately  been 
repeated  by  Lord  Wellesley  \  yet,  after  the  dbcrees 
of  France  are  revoked,  in  the  face  of  all  these 
assuranees,  the  Orders  in  Council  are  continued ; 
and  Mr.  Pinkney  tells  us  there  is  no  expectation 
that  they  will  be  revoked;  aird  he  advises  the 
United  Stales  to  take  high  ground.  Sir,  there  is 
no  reliance  on  their  promises;  they  have  uni* 
formly  declared,  that  the  French  decrees  were 
the  cause  of  their  Orders  in  Council. -which  should 
be  withdrawn  ou  the  revocation  of  the  decrees 
of  France ;  and  yet  they  are  continued  Jn  full  ope- 
ration against  us.  On  the  other  hand^  Cham- 
pa^T)  io  B  letter  of  the  22d  of  August,  1809,  tells 
General  Armstrong:  ''That  the  arbitrary  acts  of 
'  Great  Britain  had  forced  France  into  measures  of 
'  reprisal.  Let  England  revoke  her  orders  of  block- 
'  ade  of  May  1806,  against  France,  France  will  re- 
'  Yoke  her  Berlin  decree  of  1807,  againat  England, 
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'  Let  England  reioke  her  order  of  November  1807. 
'  and  the  Milan  decree  of  Deoember  1807  will  fall 
'  of  itself."  Thera  assurances  made  by  England 
and  by  France  induced  the  United.  States  to  pass 
the  act,  under  the  faith  of  which  the  decrees  of 
France  have  been  revoked.  Yet,  although  Mr. 
Erskine's  treaty,  which  be  insisted  to  the  last 
was  made  agreeably  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  his 
instructions,  revoking  the  Orders  in  Council|  has 
been  rejected  by  the  British  Grovemmeot ;  a  treaty 
which  every  well  infornied  American  believea 
was  made  for  the  temporary  purpose-  of  removing 
the  commercial  festrietions,  without  any  inten- 
tion  to  ratify  the  same;  and  wthough  France  has 
revoked  hecdecrees,  violatfng  the  neutral  cotn- 
merce  of  the  United  Sutes,  whereby  we  are  boun^d 
to  carry  into  effect  the  non-riniercourse  act  against 
England,  we  find  bonotable  gentlemen  on  this 
floor  exercising  all  their  talents  to  prove  the  law 
Aot  in  force,  or  to  effect  a  repeal  of  ic,  or  to  excite 
«n  opposition  in  the  people  to  its  execution,  and 
ready  to  subscribe  to  the  British  pretext,  that  the 
decrees  of  France  bad  been  the  cause  of  the  Orders 
in  Council,  although  it  involved  the  absurdity  of 
the  effect  preceding  the  cause. 

Sir,  while  Qreat  Britain  finds  such  able  advo* 
,  cates  on  this  floor,  she  will  find  no  necessity  to 
redress  our  wrongs,  but  will  wail  the  issue  of  our 
proceedings  in  Congress,  tosee  if  our  remedial  laws 
are  not  repealed,  or  .our  citizens  excited  to  oppose 
their  execution.    But  we  ought  not  to  be  surprised 
at  this,  when  we  take  a  retrospective  view  of 
their  conduct,  their  united  and  uniform  opposi* 
tlon  to  the  Adqatnistration/or  many  years.    They 
have  reprobated  every  measure — ^Mr.  Erskine's 
British  treaty  only  excepted— and,  as  soon  as  that 
was  rejected  by  the  British  Government,  as  be- 
ing made  contrary  to'  instruclioos,  our  Adminis- 
tration was  charged  with   making  it,  knowing 
that  Mr.  Erskine  had  no  authority,  and  with  se- 
ducing him  to  make  it  contrary  to  instructions. 
Afterwards,  when  Mr.  F.  J.  Jackson,  of  Copen- 
hagen m^morv,  was  sent  over  aa  a  Minister, 
while  his  hands  were  yet  stained  with  the  inno- 
cent blood  of  the  inhabitants  of  Copenhagen,  and 
insulted  the  Adnunistration  with  the  charge  of 
making  the  treaty  with  Mr.  Erskine,  knowing 
that  he  had  no  authority  to  make  it,  and  after  the 
perenfptory  asseveration  <<that  Government  had 
no  such  knowledge,  that  with  such  knowledge  no 
such  arrangement  would  have  been  made"  and 
^  that  no  si^ch  insinuation  could  he  admitted," 
he  replied,  "  that  he  made  no  insinuation,  with- 
out being  able  to  substantiate  a  fact,  and  In  that 
I  must  continue;"  thereby  persevering  in  the 
charge  of  iklsehood  in  the  Administration,  for 
which  he  was  dismissed,-   Again,  our  Govern- 
ment was  expressly  charged,  with  knowing  that 
Mr.  Erskine  had  no  authoritjr,  and  with  dismiss- 
ing Mr.  Jackson  without  any  just  cause;  that  his 
charge  was  true,  and  that  In  this  the  Government 
acted  under  the  influence  of  France.    In  order  to 
make<such  an  impression  on  the  public  mind, 
Mr.  Jackson  is  treated  with  uncommon  attention. 
When  he  arrives  at  Baltimore  he  is  surrounded  by 
tories,  royalisu,  BttrriteS|  and  British  agents,  and 


treated  with  great  politeness — when  be  arrires  in 
Philadelphia,  he  is  overwhelmed  by  the  eirilities 
of  refugees,  tories,  Burrites,  and  United  Ststes' 
Bank  directors — when  he  arrives  at  New  York. 
he  is  received  with  open  arms  b^  a  set  of  beings 
of  the  same  description,  who  invite  him  to  a  pub- 
lic dinner,  and  to  test  their  attachment  to  the 
British  Qovernmeot  treat  him  to  '^  God  sare  the 
King" — when  he  reaches  Boston,  there  is  gtm 
parade  indeed ;  he  is.  welcomed  to  the  city  by 
tories,  traitors,  disorganizers,.and  embareo-break- 
ers,  and  Faoueil  Uall^  once  the  Council  Cham- 
ber of  the  patriots  of  the  Revolution,  is  prostitu- 
ted to  the  disgraceful  purpose  of  a  public  dinner 
to  this  disgraced  Minister,  and  there  tre  see  a  dis- 
tingoished  Senator  of  the  United  States  lestiog 
his.  lovalty  by  the  toast  of  "  Britain's  fast  to- 
chored  isle,  the  world's  last  hope."  After  this 
hasty  review  of  the  pist.  we  ought  not  to  be  sm- 
prised  .at  any  measures  tnat  may  be  taken  aL£;ainsi 
the  Administration,  when  Great  Britain  is  in  tiis 
question. 

It  is  not  long,  sir,  since  the  late  Admioistratioi 
was  charged  on  this  floor  with  being  mo  Ted  bf 
an  invisble  hand;  I  wish  I  could  pay  cbe  honor- 
able gentleman  from  New  York  even  that  com- 
plimenti  for  reallv,  Mr.  Chairman,  had   I  by  ac- 
cident been  placed  in  this  Hall,  without  knowiof 
where  I  was.  and  heard  the  speech  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  I  should  hare  supposed 
myself  in'  some  g^t  council,  and  that  that  gen- 
tleman was  a  British  advocate  zealoQsiy  discharg- 
ing the  functions  of  bis  vocation.     Sir,  he  has 
told  OS  thai  oar  restrictive  system  and  the  em- 
bargo were  bad  policy,  that  as  to  England  they 
had  no  eflecL    What,  t  would  ask,  would  be  evi- 
dence to  him  of  aa  efiect?    Were  the  immense 
riots  of  the  English  manufacturers  thereby  turned 
out  of  employment  nothing?    Was  the  King's 
descending  from  the  throne  to  issue  a  proclamatioa 
making  Halifax  a  free  port,  and  inviting  the 
Americans  treasonably  to  trade  to  it.  even  with- 
out ship's  papers,  nothing?    Was  it  nothing  to 
commit  misprision  of  treason  by  seducing  our 
citizens  to  the  treasonably  feediiig  our  enemies, 
thereby  giving  them  aid  and  comfort  ?     Was  the 
rescuing  a  ftitish  murderer,  sentenced   to  the 
gibbet  at  Detroit  for  killing  an  American  citizea 
m  the  execution  of  the  embargo  law,  nothing; 
when  in  «ood  faith  he  was  bound  to  hare  caused 
that  murderer  and  those  traitors  to  hare  beea 
delivered  up  to  the  United  States,  that  they  might 
have  been  Drought  to  condign  punishment  ? 

Can  there  after  this  be  a  doubt  of  the  powerfal 
effects  of  the  restrictive  system?  Or  does  any 
man  doubt  that  the  embargo  law,  had  it  beea  con- 
tinued for  twelve  months  more,  and  the  American 
people  had  been  faithful  to  themselves  in  the  exe- 
cution of  it,  that  the  desired  effect  would  not  have 
been  produced  ?  I  presume  not/  Can  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  expect  us  to  adopt  his 
amendment,  after  the  nation  has  pled^d  itself 
by  their  voluntary  tender  of  terms,  which  have 
been  accepted,  and  that  acceptance  declared  by 
proclamation  ?  I  am  sure  this  House  will  dis- 
Gain  so  peifidious  a  policy  and  reject  hu  propo- 
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tioQ  violatiTe  of  natiooal  faith  and  oational 
3nor. 

Mr.  Rhea  supported  the  motioa  to  strike  out 
le  whole  of  the  bill,  oa  the  {ground  that  to  pass 
tch  a  bill  would  be  a  breach  of  our  faith  with 
raace. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  that  the  Committee  rise  to 
low  further  time  for.  reAectioa  on  the  subject. 
Mr.  Qaroinier  oppoeed  the  motion  onaccflunt 
f  the   critical,  state  of  the  mercaotile  world, 
hich  required  aft  imjmediate  decision. 
Mr.  Bacon  said  be  should  vote  for  the  motion, 
ecause  he  found  it  was  impossiblato  get  at  the 
uestioo.    The  bill  had  ftieen  before  the  I)oase 
sreral.days,  and,  inste^sd'of  receiviofr  a  decision 
Q  its  merits,  had  been  met  by  motions  not  in- 
nded  for  the  relief  of  our  meronaOts,  but  the  em- 
irrassmeot  of  their  proceedinffs. 
Mr.  Udimot  said  thai  a  suoject  of  this  kind 
ight  19  be  fully  discussed;  and  no  objection 
>old  arise  to  the  loss  of  Ume  thus  employed. 
Several  septlemen  wished  to  speak  to  the  n»er- 
i  of  the  bill  J  but  the  Chairman  confined  the  de- 
Ue  to  the  question  of  the  Committee's  rising. 
The  Committee  rose, 'ayes  62^  and  were  re* 
ised  leave  to  sit  again,  ayes '35. 
Mr.  Eppes  tnoved  to  take  up  the  bill  in  the 
louse ;  but  a  motion  to  adjourn  prevailed,  59 
)51. 


MoNOAT^  Febniary  11. 
Mr.  Stdrgeb  presented  sundry  petitions  of  the 
habitants  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  the  same 
feet  with  the  petition  of  the  Synod  of  Pitts- 
irg,  presented  the  fourth  ultimo,  which  were 
f erred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
11  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  ^'An  ac(  regulating 
e  Poit  Office  Establishment." 
On  motioQ  of  Mr.  S&TBEBTy  a  committee  was 
>poiDted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of.mak- 
ig  a  further  appropriation  §ot  the  support  of  a 
ibrary  ;  and  that  the  committee  have  leAve  to 
?port  by  bill,  or  otherwise.  Messrs*  Setbbrt. 
tooowTN,  and  Ely,  were  ajtpointed  the  said 
>mmittee. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Poiudbxter,  that 
le  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution.: 

Resohtedt  That  the  Committee  dn  the  Public  Lands 
5  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
igr>  by  law,  for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands, 
nd  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States, 
'iny  north  of  the  Ibendlle  and  the  Lakes  Maarepaa 
sd  Pontchartrain,  wast  of  the  river  Perdido,  and  sooth 
f  the  Mississippi  Territory ;  and  that  the  said  com- 
uttee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

And,  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  agree 
0  the  said  resolution,  it  was  determined  in  the 
lejfstive. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
rom  the  Governor  of  Ohio,  communicating  in- 
ormation  of  the  ratification,  by  the  Legislature 
|f  that  Suite^  of  the  amendment  proposed  by 
)oD|^res»  at  their  last  session,  to  the  Constitution 
f  the  United  States,  respecting  titles  of  nobility; 
vhich  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


The  bill  from  the  Seoate,  entitled  "An  act 
making  a  further  distribution  of  such  laws  of  the 
United  Spates  as  respect  the  public  lands*"  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  of  this 
House  for  the  disposal  of  certain  copies  of  a  col- 
lection of  the  laws,  treaties,  and  other  documents 
relative  to  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  BAsesTT  reported  resolutions  recommend- 
ing the  prioting,  for  the  use  of  the  members,  the 
collection  of  Parliamentary  precedents  made  by 
Mr.  Lambebt,  and  allowing  him  compensatioa 
therefor. — Referred  to  a  Comknittee  of  the  Whole. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  a  third 
time,  aad  passed ; 

.  The  bill  authorizing  the' election  of  sherifis  in 
the  Indiana  Territory ;  the  bill  authorizing  the 
diaeharge  of  Nathaniel  F.  Foadick  from  imprison* • 
meat;  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  "Aa 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  concertoiog  Consuls 
aad  Vice»ConsUls,  and  for  the  further  protection 
of  Americap  seamen." 

BAJ^KS  m  THE  DffiTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Farmers'Bank  of  Alexandria,  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Mr.  SmiliIs  asVed  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
passage ;  which  were,  for  the  bill,  70 ;  against  it, 
36,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Wil- 
liam T.  Bairy,  Burwell  Bassett,  Abijah  Bigelow, 
James  Breckenridge,  William  Butler*  Martin  Chitten- 
den* Matthew  Clay,  Biehard  Catts,  John  Davenport* 
juitn  John  Dawson,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  John 
W.  Eppes,  WUUanr  Findley,  Jonathan  Flak,  BaniUai 
Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas 
Gholaoo,  Charies  Goldsborough,  Peterson  CkMdwyn, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwia  Gray,  Daniel  Heister,  WiK 
liam  Hehnst  James  Holland,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard* 
Jacob  Hafty,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson, 
junior,  Rofaiert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas 
ICcnan,  William  Kennedy,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Edward 
6t  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Lo  Roy  Livingston,  John 
Love,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  William 
McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  MiUer,  WUliam  Mihior,  Jere- 
mudi  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosaley,  Thon^  Nowbold, 
Thomas  Newton*  Joseph  Pearaon,  Timothjr  Pitkin*  jr.* 
Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah  Qnincy,  John  Rheaof  Tonnes* 
see*  Samuel  Ringgold,  Ebeneser  Sage,  John  A.  Scud- 
der,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  George  i^mith,  John 
Smith,  Jamea  Stephenaon,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samuel 
Taggazt,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Nieholaa  VaA 
Dyke*  Archibald  Van  Horn*  Killian  K.  Van  Ranaae- 
laer*  and  Laban  Wbeaton. 

Nats — Joseph  Allen,  William  Anderson,  Eaekiel 
Bacon,  Daniel  Blaisdeil,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
Joeeph  Oalhoun,  John  0.  Chamberlain,  William  Cham- 
berhn,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Langdon  Gheves* 
William  Grawfo/d,  Joseph  Deriia,  Meshaok  Franklin*. 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,'  Walter  J<me8,  Aaron  Lyie,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Samuel  McKee,  Samuel  L.  MitchiQ* 
Thomas  Moore,  John  Nicholson,  Benjamin  Pickman, 
junior,  John  Porter,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane, 
Erasttts  Root,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  John 
Smilie,  Henry  Sonthaid,  John  Sunley,  George  M. 
Troup,  Esekiel  Whitman*  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 
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The  bill  to  iotiorporate  the  Baok  of  Potomac 
was  then  read. 

Mr.  McKee  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
made  some  obti^rva  I  ions  against  the  bill;  which 
were  Answered  by  Messrs.  Pickman  and  Love. 

The  vt)ie  was — yeas  57,  nays  42,  as  follows: 

YxAi— Joseph  Allen,  Willian^  T.  Barry,  Daniel 
Blftisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John  Campbell,  Epaph- 
roditas  Champion,  Mnrtin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport, 
jun..  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William^  Pindiey, 
Thomas  Gholaon,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  William  Helms,  Jonathan  H. 
Hnbbard,  £bene«er  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Philip  B.  Key, 
Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Edward 
St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Ltvingston,  John 
Lote,  Matthew  Lyon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Pleasant  M. 
Miller,  WUUam  MUnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  iomitfaaii 
O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbokl,  Joeeph  Pfarson,  Ben- 
jamin Pickman,  Jan.,  Timoihy  Pitkin,  Jan.,  EliahaR. 
Potter,  Josiali  Quincy,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Sam- 
uel Ringgold,  Lemttel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scndder, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  8mit|i,  John  Stanley;  James  Ste- 
phenson, Lewis  B.  Starges,  Samnel  Taggart,  John 
Thompson,  Uri  Tiiacy,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Whea- 
ton,  Robert  Witherspoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

'  Nats  —  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  junior, 
Ezekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Bassett,  Robert  Brown,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Rich- 
ard Cutis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W. 
Eppes,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Peterson 
Goodwyo,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Walter  Jonea, 
Thomas  Kenan,  Aaron  Lyler  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Sam- 
uel McKee,  WUltam  McKinley,  Samuel  L.  MiCchilV 
Thomas  Moore,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Matthias 
Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastoe  Root,  Bbeneier  Sage, 
Ebeneaer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smille,  George 
Smith,  Senoel  Smith,  Charles  Turner,  juhiior,  Robert 
Whitehili,  and  Eaekiel  Whitman. 

The  bill  fr6m  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
incorporate  the  Bank  of  Washington,''  was  read 
the  third  time  as  amended;. and,  on  the  question 
that  the  same  do  pass  as  amended,  ii  was  resolved 
10  the  affirmative — yeas  68,  nays  10,  as  followa: 

Yba»— Joseph  Allen,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Wifliam 
T.  Bany,  Burwell  Bassett,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James 
Brtckenridge,  John  Campbell,  William  Chamberlia, 
Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay, 
William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
John  Dawson,  William  Ely,  Jamee  Emott,  William 
Ftndley,  Barxiliai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S. 
Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Pe- 
terson Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  Daniel 
Hetater,WiUiamHelmai  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard, Ebene- 
ler  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jun^  Robert  Jen* 
kins,  Walt4r  Jones,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knicker- 
baeker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,.  Edward  St»  Loe  Livermore, 
'  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Vincent  Matthews,  William  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  (X  Moseley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Joha  Porter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Ebeneier 
Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scudder,  Daniel  Shef- 
^  ley,  Dennis  Smelt,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  James 
Stephenson,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Thompson,  Uri 
Tracy,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Hom,  kil- 


lian K.   Van   Rensselaer,   Laban  VHientoii,  Bobert 
Witherspoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  junior,  Bsekiel  Bacon,  Band 
Bard,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Joceph  Calboua, 
Joseph  Desha,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  WiQxua 
McKinley,  John  Nicholaon,  MatthiM  Riawrda,  John 
Roane,  Brastos  Root,  Ebeneser  Semver,  John  Sou&i, 
Henry  Southard,  Charioa  Turner,  junior,  and  Robeit 
WhitehiU.. 

The  bill  to  -incorporate  the  Udiod  Baok  of 
Georgetown,  was  4aken  op. 

A'  mdtioR  was  made  to  adjoaro,  and  luet — uyes 
42,  nays  43 ;  the  bill  was  then  f oDe  thmngh,  und 
paraeci*— yeas  51,  nays  41,  aa  follows: 

Y«AS--AbiMh  Bigelow,  John  Campbell,  WiOiaa 
Chamberlin,  fipaphioditus  Champion,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, Orchainl  Cook,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Willinm  Ely, 
James  Emott,  William  Pindiey,  Charlea  Goldnbonogb, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gr^y,  Dantd  Heister,  Willisa 
Helmff,  Jonatlum  H.  Hnbbard,  Bbeneaer  HaiitiBgtB& 
Richafd  Ja^aoa,  Jan.,  Robert  Jenkin%  Pbilro  B.  Key^ 
Hetaian  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr^  Robert  La 
Roy  Livingston,  John  Low,  Matthew  Lyon,  Vinccsi 
Matthews,  Alexander  McKim,  William  MUiaor,  Je» 
miah  Monow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomns  NewboU, 
Joseph  Peanon,  John  Porter,  Ehsha  R.  Potter,  Josiik 
Qaiocy,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Samuel  Ringgeld. 
Bbenexer  Sage^  John  A.  Scadder,  Dnniel  Sheibf, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Jaiaei 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturget,  Samnel  Tagyart,  Jobs 
Thompson,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Hon, 
Laban  Wheaton,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nats — Joseph  Allen,  Willis  Alston,  jnnior.  BnrweO 
Bassett,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Robert  Brown,  Jowph  Cal- 
houn, Matthew  Clay,  William  Crawford,  RidMLcd  Cotts. 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  Mediack 
Franklin,  Barsillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Ganlner,  Thoaasi 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Nathaniel  A.  HaTcn, 
James  Holland,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  WaHer  Jooca 
Thomas  Kenan,  Aaron  I^le,  Nathaniel  Maeoo,  Wfl- 
liam  M^lnley,  Samnel  L.  MitchiH,  ThgHnaa  Ifoore, 
Gordon  6.  MamlMrd,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nichol- 
son, Benjamin  Piokman,  ir^  Matthias  Rieharda,  Joha 
Roane,  Erastos  Root,  BbeOeier  Soever,  John  Smtlie, 
George  Smith,  ChvloB  Tomer,  junior,  Robert 
hill,  Robert  Withenpoon*  and  Robert  Wri^bt. 


TuESDAT,  February  12. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hooae 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendment  disa- 
greed to  by  this  tloQse  to  the  hill,  entitled  ^  Aa 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Orleaiu 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govefnment,  and 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union 
on  »n  equal  footing  with  th«  original  States,  and 
for  other  purposes."    They  have  paaaed  the  bill 
from  this.  House,  providing  for  the  removal  of 
the  land  office  established  atNashville,  in  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  and  Canton,  in  the  Btate  of  Ohio, 
and  to  authorize  the  Register  and  Receiver  of 
Public  Moneys  to  superintend  the  public  sales  ol 
land  in  the  district  east  of  Pearl,  river,  with  amend- 
ments.   They  hare  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  amend 
the  Judicial  System  of  the  United  States."    To 
which  amendments  and  bill  they  desire  the  cos- 
currence  of  this  House. 
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Tlkt  Supreme  Court, 


H.  OP  R'. 


A  motion  waf  road«^  by  Mh  Lovb,  that  tKe 
flotue  do  DOW  proceed  to  eonyid^r  a  resolution 
iubmitied  bjr  him  on  the  Idib  ultimo ;  and  the 
loestion  being;  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined 
iO  the  negative. 

The  House  r#8olred  itaelfinto  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Aa- 
drain.  The  Committee* rose  and  reported  the;  biil, 
which  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Hottse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
ihe.  Whole  on  the  bill  relative  to  the  distribution 
)f  the  laws,  treaties,  &o.  The  bill  was  reported 
irith  amendmeotflL  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Hooaa  resolved  itself  kito  a  Committee  of 
he  Whole  oo  the  bill  for  eatablisfaiag  naval  iios- 
litals. 

Oo  the^  motion  of  Mi'.  BAasarr,  the  bill  was 
imended  kAhe  first  seistioa^so as  to  appropriate 
150,000  eat  of  the  Navy  ,Fond  alone,  to.  the 
purposes  of  the  bill.  The  bill  was  reported  as 
imeoded,  and  ordered*  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
'eadidg. 

CORPS  OP  ENGINBJSRS.   . 

The  bill  from  the  9eaate,  making  ftirther  pro- 
rision  for  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  was  read. 

[This  bill  goes  to  iocrease  the  corps,  and  leaves 
t  discretionary  with  the  President  where  to  locate 
:be  academy.J ' 

Mr.  FiBK  moved  a  rejection  of  the  bill.  This 
notion  wa^  opposed  by  Mr.  Dbsba.  At  the  sug- 
rcsiion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr.  Fisk  gave  way  to  a 
notion  to  refer  the  subject  to  a  select  committee, 
^r.  Love  moved  a  reference  to  a  Committee  of 
he  Whole.  Mr.  Pobtbr  mentioned  the  commit- 
ee  on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message  rela- 
ive  to  the  Military  Academy.  Go  these  motions 
[  debate  arose.  The  bill  wi|s  again  read.  Mr. 
!^ovb's  motion  was.  lost*-5I  to  82^and  the  bill 
eferred  to  the  committiee  mentioned   by-  Mr. 

N)RTfiB. 

THE  BUPRBME  COUftT. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  proposing  to  author- 
ze  the  three  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  now 
present  to  hold  a  court,  dbc.,  was  read. 

Mr.  Rbga,  of  Tennessee,  said,  th^  bill  con- 
ained  a  principle  which  he  never  would  agree  to 
aoctloo.  It  will  be  found,  if  the. law  establish- 
Dg  the  judicial  courts  be  adverted  to,  that  then, 
rfaea  there  were  only  six  justices  or  judges,  four 
f  them  were  necessary  to  constitole  a  quorum. 
7fais  was  a  majority,  indeed.  This  bill  goes  to 
uthorize  three  Judaes  to  hold  the  Supreme  Court 
-a  number  less  tnan  a  majority,  inasmuch  as 
lere  are  now  seven  circuits  in  the  United  States, 
nd  of  course  there  are  or  ought  to  be  seven 
udges.  The  bill  contemplates  a»  innovation 
rhich  infringes  the  fondaftiental  principle  of  ma- 
orittea — a  prmciple  which  never  ought  to  be  sub- 
erted,  in  relation  to  a  Legislative  or  Judicial 
ody.  My  objection  to  the  bill  is  on  principle — 
onsiderations  foreign  to  that,  affect  me  not.  I 
^erefore  move  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  post- 
oaed. 

Oo  this  motion  a  discossioa  took  place.  •  Messrs. 

LhBA,  CtoiHOY,  SODTBABD^  BOBWaLL,  QbOUOW, 

lltbCoM.SdSsss.— 31 


Troop,  and  MoNTOOicaaT,  were  in  -favor  of  the 
postponement ;  and  Messrs.  Gold,  PrTKtN,  Lova, 
Bacok,  Wbiqbt,  Livjbrmobe,  and  Pickman,  op^ 
posed  it. 

In  support  of  the  motion  for  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, jt  was  urged  that  it  was  introducing  a  new 
and  important  principle,  changing  the  highest  tri- 
bunal of  the  United  States ;  that  it  was  a  law  to 
be  passed  on  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  (for,  an  less, 
passed  thisday,it  could  have  no  effect,)  which  waa 
always  an  objectiooable  mode  of  proceed inff ;  that 
it  would  furnish  an  excuse  to  the  Judges  K>r  not 
attending ;' that  it  was  establishin]^  a  precedent 
which  might  be  productive  of  serioos^evils;  for 
they  need  never  hereafter  expect  to  see  a  fuU 
bench,  jf  Congress,  who  were  in  session  when  the 
court  ought  to  meet,  could  be  prevailed  upon  to 
pass  a  bill  to  excuse  their  attendance ;  and  that 
the  bill  would  operate  unjustly  on  the  citizens  of 
the  District,  who  had  never  appealed  from  a  bench 
of  three  Judaea  ia  the  District  to  a  bench  of  three 
Judges  of  the  Su|:^eme  Court.  Messrs.  Mont- 
ooMEBY  and  Taoup  expressed  a  w^nt  of  confi- 
dence in  the  court*  The  latter  said,  that  &ye  of 
the  members  of  the  court  had,  as  far  as  they  could, 
given  away  eighty  miilions  of  the  public  prop- 
erty, (in  the  Yazoo  case,)  and  he  would  not  con- 
fide such  powers  to  a  smaller  number  of  judges. 

Agsinst  the  motion  for  indeffnit^  postponement, 
it  waa  said  that  three  of  the  Judges  had  been  here 
several  days,  and  no  others  were  expected ;  that 
they  might  proceed  to  decide  on  cases  arising 
within  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  were  im- 
portant and  pressing,  and  from  a  postponement  of 
a  decision  on  which  great  injury  would  arise; 
that  there  were  also  some  very  important  casea 
which  would  suffer  from  delay,  and  which  the 
parties  would  consent  to  have  determined  by  these 
three  Judges ;  that  no  injury  could  arise  from 
such  cases  in  which  the  parties  had  the  ontion  of 
deferring  a  decision  till  another  year;  tnat  the 
Judges  who  were  present  were  gentlemen  of  the 
highest  character,  in  whom  unlimited  confidence 
might  be  placed,  ^. 

The  qoestioB  on  indefinite  postponement  waa 
taken,  and  decided  m  the  amrmative«-*yea8  89| 
nays  23,  as  follows:    . 

YsAS-^oseph  AUen,  Lemuel  J.  AMon,  WiUis  Al- 
ston, jr.,  Willimm  Anderson,  David  Bard,  WiUiam  W. 
Bibb,  Daniel  BlaiMlell,  Adam  Boyd.  James  Brecken* 
ridge,  Robert  Bn»wn«  William  A.  BurweU,  WUIiam 
Boiler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Laogdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chit> 
tenden,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Orchard  Cooky 
William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson*  Jo- 
seph Desha,  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meahack 
Franklin,  Banillai  Oannett,  Oideon  Gardner,  David  8. 
Garland,  Thomas  (3holson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin 
Gray,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hofty, 
Ebenexer  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Her^ 
man  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Mstthew  Lyon« 
Aaion  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Alex'r  McKlm, 
William  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Mont- 
gomeiy,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gordon  8. 
Molnford,  Thomas  NewbotdrThomss  Newton,  Joseph 
Pearson,  John  Porlef^  Paler  B.  Porter,  Joeiah  Qainegry  , 
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John  lUndolph,  John  Rea  of  PwiDfylvMiia,  John  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samoel  Ringgold, 
Xohn  Roane,  Ersstus  Root,  John  Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  John  A.  Scadder,  Ebeneier  8ea- 
ver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George 
8mith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stan* 
ford,  Jacob  Swoope;  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Geo. 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke, 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  Rpbert  Whitehill,  James  Wilson, 
and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats — Eiekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Basset^  Abijah  Big- 
«low,  John  Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  WilHam 
Chambertin,  John  Da^enpdrt,  jr.,  William  Ely,  Tho- 


tbe  word  ^  white" — coDfiiie4  the  saffr«flre  in  {he 
eleciioD  of  the  convention  to  free  ** white"  perMms. 

Mr.  Ba99CTT  moved  that  the  House  s'tiooU 
recede  from  their  deterroioation  to  r«*jeci  the 
amendment.  Messrs.  Poindexter,  Gbolbok. 
JSjIacon,  ShspfsYi  and  Kppbs,  were  ia  favor  of 
receding^  and  Messrs.  Smiue,  Davsoh,  Ftac, 
and  PicKMAN,  opposed  it. 

The  question  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Psckm as. 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays — for  receding  691,  against 
it  45,  as  follows : 

YiAS^-Joeeph  Allen,  Lenrael  J.  Alaton,  WiBja  Al- 
mas R.  Gold,  WiUtam  Hak,  Nath'l  A.  Ha^en.  Bohert  I  ston,  jr.,  WiUian  Andemm, BormU  ^ 

Jenkins,  Edwsrd  8t.  Loe  Livermore»  John  Love,  Wil-  ~ ~     "  ~ 

lia^i  Milnor,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pit|un, 
jr.*  EJisha  R.  Potter,  Xewis  B.  Sturges,  Laban  Wbea- 
4on,  Esekiel  Whitman,  and  Robert  Wright 

WbdresdaYi  February  13. 

Mr.  Root,  from  the  committee  on  that  part  of 
the  President's  Message  respecting  the  militta 
reported  ^  A  bill  more  efiectually  to  provide  for 
arming  and  disciplining  the  miliifa  of  the  Uni- 
ted States." 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Audrain,  the 
bill  for  establishing  navy  hospitals,  and  the  bill, 
for  diivposinff  of  certain  copie3  of  the  laws,  trea- 
ties, &c.,  relative  to  the  public  lands,  were  sever- 
ally read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  fib- 
enezer  Rollins,  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  bill  for  the  removal  of  the  land  offices 
from  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  Canton,  Ohio, 
and  authorizing  the  Register  and  Receiver  of 
Public  Moneys  to  attend  the  sale  of  lands  in  the 
district  east  of  Pearl  river,  was  returned  from  the 
Senate,  with  amendments,  which  were  in  part 
agreed  to. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  'Vbole,  on  the  bill  for  establishing  trading- 
houses  with  the  Indian  tribes;  which  was  re- 
ported with  amendments,  and  orde^ed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
'  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  cause  to  be  made  a  general  index 
'  t6  the  la,ws  of  the  United  States,  and  to  be  print- 
ed and  distributed.  The  bill  authorrzee  10,000 
topies.  The  bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale 
and  grant  of  a  certain  tract  of  public  land  to  the 
Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Canal  Compapy. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and 
Mr.  MiTGHiLL  against  it ;  when  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

TERRITORr  OP  ORLBAI^S. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  the  House  consid- 
ered the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  en- 
abling tbe  people  of  Orleans  to  fdrm  a  constitu* 
tion  and  Btate  government,  dbc,  which  had  been 
objected  to  by  tbis  House,- and  to  which  the  Sen- 
ate adhered.    The  ameiidiiiejit->tha  ioasrtioA  of 


W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  WiUaam  Bntlwr,  Jowph  Csl. 
ho«»»  Laagdon  Chevem  Matthew  Clay*  JaoMa  Coch- 
ran, Richard  Gotta,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  JDealia»Jofai 
W.  Bppea,  William  Find)e^  Meshack  FraahMn.  Bw- 
zillaa  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Dav||  8.  Gariaai 
Thomas  Gholson,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Petenoi 
Goodwyn,  William  Helnia,  James  Hidiand,  iwaik 
Hufty,  Richard  M.-  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomi 
Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Robert  Lt 
Roy  Linngston,  John  Love,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Ardii- 
bald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Pleaaaai  M.  MiUe, 
John  Mon^mery,  Thomaf  Moore,  Jeremiah  Momnr, 
Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newhold,ThcMaiaaIfe«> 
ton,  John  Nicholson,  Joieph  Pearson,  filiaha  R.  Pol- 
tar,  John  Rhea  of  Tennevee,  Matthiaa  Richards,  Ska- 
uel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Elieneser  Ss^e,  John  A. 
Scudder,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  8haw,  Danic4  Sheffej. 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smith,  Henir  Soathsrd»  Richard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson^  George 
M.Troup,  Charles  Turner, jr.,  Nicholas  Van  Dyis, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weaklej,  Bobett 
Wither/ipoon,  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats— Etekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Abijah  Bige- 
low,  Daniel  BlaiadeU,  James  Breekenridge,  Boben 
Brown,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  ChamheriiB. 
William  Crawford,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  WilKam  Ely* 
James  Smott,  Jonathan  Flak,  Thomas  R.  Cxold,  Na- 
thaniel A.  Haven,  Jonathan  H.  Hnbhaidl,  £l 
Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert 
Herman  KniekerbseksTc  Aaron  Lyle,  Vincent  M&t- 
thews,  William  McKinley,  William  Milnw,  Saaiiel 
L.  Mitchtll,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Benjamin  Pickman, 
jr.,  John  Porter,  Josiah  Quiocy,  John  Rhea  of  Pena- 
sjlvania,  Erastas  Root,  John  Ross,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  SmiKe,  Geor$c 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Lewis  B.  Starges,9amne)Tsg^ 
gart,  John  Thompaen,  Uri  Tracy,  Laban  Whealsa, 
and  Robert  Whitehill. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  **  An  aet 
making  a  further  distribution  of  each  laws  of 
the  United  States  as  reapeet  the  publte  lands,'' 
waa  read  the  third  time,  as  amended,  mod  passed. 


TttuasDAY,  February  14. 

The  bill  ttore  effeetualty  to  provide  for  arming 
and  disciplintng  the  Ailttia  of  the  Uoit«l  States, 
waa  read  twice,  ifnd  committed  to  a  Commiuee 
of  (he  Whole  on  Sjiturday  next. 

Mr.  WaiOBT,  frdm  the  committee  appointed 
on  that  part  iA  the  Presidfnt's  Messago,  at  tbe 
commencement  of  the  session,  which  relates  to 
that  part  of  West  Florida  acquired  by  the  treaty 
of  Louisiana,  presented  a  bill  for  the  establish- 
menty  govefoflMiit,  aod  pootcettooi  of  tha  Mohiie 
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Ferritory ;  which  was  read  twice,-  and  commit- 
:ed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
lext. 

Mr.  Roof,  fixmi  the  Committee  of  Clitims, 
,irespnted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  Sira- 
ton  Knight;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  tomorrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GHOLfloif, 

Re8olved\  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
'ocy  of  making  prorision,  by  law,  to  enable  the 
>fficer8  and  soldiers  of  the  Yirgioia  line,  (in  the 
Elevolutionarjr  war,)  on  State  establishment,  their 
leirs,  or  assigns,  to  locate  the  warrants  which 
ihey  may  hold  for  lands  granted  for  miKtary  ser« 
rices,  on  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  territory 
-eserved  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  for' 
ler  Continental  and  State  troops»  aocording  to 
be  true  intent  end  meaning  of  tlie  fifth  condi- 
:ioo  in  the-  proposition  of  ceteioii  from  Virginia 
:o  the  United  Statet,  wbich  fifth,  condition,  was 
icceded  to  by  the  United  Stales;  and  that  the 
taid  committee  have  learo  to  report  by  bill,  or 
>t  her  wise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sctbbrt, 

Orderefl,  That  the  memorial  of  the  Phifadel- 
>hia  Chamber  of  Commerce,  presented  on  the 
borih  of  Janoary,  1503.  be  referred  to  the'Com- 
nitiee  of  the  whole  House  oo  the  hilt  to  secure 
:o  ressels  of  the  United  States  an  equal  adran- 
age  in  exporting  articles  the  growth  or  produce 
if  the  United  States  to  foreign  porU,  and  for 
>ther  purposes. 

Mr.  Seybebt,  from  the  committee  appointed 
>n  the  ele?enth  instant,  presented  a  bill  making 
t  further  appropriation  for  the  support  of  a  li- 
brary ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commil(e4  to 
i  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow, 

Mr.  Eppss,  from  the  Committee  of  Waya  and 
neans,  prerented  a  bill  providing  for  the  more 
ffectual  accountability  of  persons  intrusted  with 
be  expeaditore  of  public  moneys;  which  was 
ead  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
he  Whole  oi)  Sutorday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
rom  the  Secretary  of  tho  Nary,  transmitting 
andry  documents  relative  to  the  execution  of  the 
ct  passed  at  the  last  session,  '*  making  an  appro* 
iriation  for  the  purpose  of  trying  the  practical 
tse  of  the  torpedo,  or  submarine  explosion ;" 
rbich  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
rnfioished  busmess  of  yesterday,  and  the  ques- 
ion  depending  at  the  time  of  adjournment,  to 
rit :  "  Shall  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
lave  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  bill  from  the  Sen* 
te,  entitled  '  An  act  authorizing  the  sale  and 
[rant  of  a  certain  quantity  of  public  land  to  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Caaal  Company," 
vas  again  stated,  and  the  question  being  taken, 
vas  determined  in  the  negative. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
Itate  to  cause  a  general  index  of  the  laws  of  the 
JoUed  States  to  be  made,  printed,  and  distribu- 
ed.  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed.     . 

A  ueesago  from  'the  Senate  iafbroied  the 


House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  th^  bill,  etill- 
tled  ^  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government,  during  the  year  one  thoo-* 
sand  eight  hundred  add  eleven,"  with  amend- 
mentft.  They  have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
*^  An  act  to  establish  the  districts  of  Mumphrey- 
magog,  of  Oswegatcbie,  and  of  the  White  Moun* 
tains;"  (o  which  an^endments  and  bill  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Eppbb,  that  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  An  act  authorj" 
zing  the  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain  quantity  of 
public  land  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company,*?  be  recommitted  to  a  ComvfkiU 
tee  of  the  Whore  House;  and  the  qa^tion  being 
taken,  it  wai  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
'  Another  motioo^was  then  made  by  Mr.  Eppse, 
that  the  said  bill  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Sat- 
urday next ;  and  the  question  beinpr  taken  there- 
on, it  waa  determined  in  thoomiive. 

A  motfon  was  made  by  Mr.  Van  Dtkb,  that  it 
be  the  order  for  this  day  ;  and  the  question  being 
taken,  it  waa  reaolved  in  the  afllrmative. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  t&  bit!  authorizing  the  sale 
and  grant  of  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  public 
land  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal 
Company* 

Mr.  EpPfis  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole,  eo^ 
insert  a  clause  providing  for  dividing  between  the 
several  States,  according  to  their  population,  a 
pertain  quantity  of  public  lands,  for  the  porposea 
of  internal  improvement. 

Messrs.  WataBT,  Ket,  Rosa,  and  Van  DrxB-, 
oppdied  the  striking  out,  and  Messrs.  Eppeb^ 
BoTQ,  McKiMj  Holland,  and  SoijthIrd,  sup* 
ported  it; 

The  Committee  rose^  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sic  again. 


Fbidat,  Febrt^ary  15. 

Mr.  NewTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Cooa* 
merce  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  to  annex 
a  part  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  to  the  collee* 
tion  district  of  New  York ;  to  remove  the  office  ef 
collector  of  Niagara  to  Lewistown ;  to  estaUiah 
a  new  district,  to  b^  called  the  district  of  St.  Law^ 
rence;  to  make  Cape  Si.  Vincents,  in  the  die* 
trict  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  a  port  of  deliverjr ;  and^ 
out  ef  the  districts  of  Miami  and  Mississippi^  to 
make  two-new  districts,  to  be  called  the  districta 
of  Sandusky  and  Teche,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LivermorE|  the  memorial  of 
sundry  citizens  of  Newbury  port,  in  Massachusetts, 
presented  the  twenty-eighth  of  January,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  bill  to  secure  to  American  vessels«an  equal 
advantage  in  exporting  articles,  the  growth oi  the 
United  States,  to  foreign  ports. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub* 
lie  Lands,  made  a^report,  in  part,  on  the  report 
of  the  Land  Commissioners  for  the  district  of 
Kaikaaiua,  leferred  to  them  on  the  second  Qltimoi 
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which  was  read,  and  referred  (o  the  C^flaaiutee 
of  (he  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  P.B.  Porter,  from  ihecorDOiittee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  reported 
it  with  amendments.  Among  others,  the  nower  of 
localiog  an  academy  is  proposed  to  be  taCen  from 
the  Presideat  of,  the  United  States,^Dd  the  acad* 
emy  fixed  at  S-taten  I»iaod ;  the  appropriation  for 
bvildings  is  raised  from  ^weoty-fiTe  to  forty  thou- 
aaod  dollars. 

The  aiQeadnMnu  were  read  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

•       REVISION  OF  PATENT  LAWS. 

Mr.  Bacon  presented  a  petitioa  of  th^  Massa- 
ekasetts  Association  for  toe  ^neooragement  of 
naeful  inrentioas,  signed  by  Benjamin  Dearborn, 
their  President^  praying  a  revision  and  amead- 
ment  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  now  ia 
operation  respecting  patents  for  dieeoveries  and 
iaveotions. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  eneoniagement  of  learn* 
lag  and  the  pvomotion  of  nsefai  arts.  . 

The  memorial  is  as  follows : 

Ifhat,  from  knig  experienee,  they  have  found  that 
Ite  present  patent  bWs  are  ina^sqaste  to  the  object 
pvMMMed  by  them ;  that  the  penalties  therein  are  not 
aamcieat  to  protect  the  meritorloos  inventor  from  the. 
avariee  and  rapacity  of  unprincfplw^  men,  who,  in 
defiaaee  of  justice,  openly  invade  the  patents  of  their 
fidlowHattxeas  with  a  confidence  ,of  impanity,  fitim 
the  impoesihUity  oY  proving^  by  legal  evidence,  what 
damage  the  injured  party  has  sustained. 

That  this  law,  intended  to  promote  and  protect  im* 
peovements  in  the  arts,  is  illusire ;  that,  under  iu  sup- 
posed protection,  men  of  genius  have  been  induced  to 
devote  the  best  portion  of  their  lives  and  fortunes  in 
anking  improvementB  in  various  mschines,  by  which 
•DBM  branches  of  manulaeture  have  even  rivalled  all 
other  nations ;  and  that,  to  his  great  vexation  and  dis- 
appointment, the  ingenious  artisan  discovers  that  his 
im  the  only  property  in  the  United  States  wluch  is  not 
pralected  by  the  Iswe. 

That  there  are  persons  associated  and  combined  for 
Ihe  purpose  of  clahdestiDely  procuring  machines  in 
augnitude,  models,  drawings,  and  specifications,  of 
Ihm  aMMt  Bsefid  American  inventions,  and  transmitting 
Hwm  to  Europe,  and  there  obtaining  patenU  for  the 
-aaaie,  without  the  concurrence,  or  even  the  knowledge 
«f  the  American  patentee.  The  easy  access  to  the 
patent  department  laeilitetes  their  views  in  this  ne- 
fitfioos  trafilc. 

That  many  valuable  American  discoveries  have  thus 
heea  pirated,  sent  to  Europe,  and  there  patented  and 
pablishcd  as  European  inventions,  to  the  manifest  in- 
jaiT  of  the  true  inventor,  and  derogatory  to  the  honor 
and  interest  of- the  United  Sutes. 

That  property,  to  an  immense  amount,  is  already 
vested  in  patented  machinerT^  and  employed  in  Tarious 
aianufoctores^  bul  the  unprotected  sUte  of  the  rights 
of  patentees,  snd  proprietors,  will  naturally  and  neces- 
aarily  deter  men  of  genius  and  property  from  fVirther 
perwvetmnce  in  improvements  unless  they  are  permit- 
ted to  enjoy  the  fruite  of  their  labors. 

In  stoting  the  preceding  focta,  your  memorialists 
bave  adverted  to  but  two  of  the  many  iiroonventencee 
aaaiag  from  the  want  of  due  provisioBS  u  tlie  pfeoeat 


laws;  and  they  do  most  eaiaeatlj  entreat  that  such 
remedies  may  be  adopted  as  shall  appear  eaMsteat 
with  the  true  policy  of  a  nation  whose  GovenuMnt  m 
actuated  by  just  priaciples  of  honor,  interest,  and  ^- 
nlty.  With  these  views,  they  beg  leave  to  sugfest 
ibe  following  observations  as  the  bMia  of  caendraeaa 
to  the  present  laws,  calculated  to  nmove  some  of  tks 
difficulties  which  experience  has  evinoed  sub  obstradiiif 
the  beneficial  design  of  the  patent  lawo,  viz : 

^r  1st.  That  any  person  who  shall  violate  a  patent  by 
making,  .using,  vending,  or  unlawfully  having  and 
keeping  in  his  possession  the  thing  or  machine,  or  any 
part  thereof  BO  patented,  shall,  as  well  a*  Ua  aideis 
and  abettors,  forfeit  each  and  every  one  of  thea  »1 
such  things,  machine,  or  parts  thereof,  and  three  times 
the  actual  damage  sustained  by  the  injured  party,  whick 
triple  damage  shall  in  ao  case  be  less  than  tlii«a  tixMi 
the  value  or  price  of  the  thing,  machiaCy  or  pnrt  then- 
0^  at  which  the  injured  party  bee  sold,  or  ollered  fa 
sale,  or  has  licensed  the  same,  or  offsred  to  Ucenac  Ik 
same  for  use ;  to  be-reoovered  by  actioa  of  the 
the  circuit  court  In  the  district  where  the 
committed.         ^    . 

3d»  That,  during  the  patent  tenn,  all  ^ .  _ 

eept  the  patentee  or  his  assigns,  be  prohibiAed,  andv 
the  same  penalties  aod  forfeitures  ae  aforeaatd,  fiv 
exporting  out  of  the  country  any  machine,  or  thii^,* 
parts  thereof  or  model  or  models  thereol^  or  of  aar 
parts  thereof,  or  of  any  drawinga  theEeo^  or  of  say 
part  hereof  whidi  have  been  patented^  without  per- 
mission  first  had  and  obtained  in  writing^'  froen  the  pa- 
tentee or  his  assigns,  in  Case  such  assigns  ahsJf  have 
obtained  in  such  assignment  the  right  of  expoittng  the 
same  out  of  the  country. 

3d.  That  no  copies  of  specifications,  drawings,  or 
other  papers^  filed  as  evidences  of  an  inventioti,  or 
copies  of  models,  or  any  part  thereof  deposited  in  tlis 
Patent  Ofllce,  be  allowed  to  be  taken  from  said  oflficc^ 
.during  the  term  of  the  patent,  except  by  the  pateatea 
his  heirs  or  assigns,  unless  such  copies  he  notorial  ts 
an  iasae  in  a  court  of  law ;  and  in  auch  eaae  iIm  party, 
other  than  the  patentee  or  his  assigas^  e|^ilyuag  for  the 
same,  shall  make  oath  before  the  judge  of  the  aald  eeait, 
that  such  eopiea  ars  material  to  audi  imn^^  and  thst 
he  requires  them  for  that  purpose  only ;  and  tho  sail 
jud^  shall  record  such  oath,  and  certll^  the  aame  ia 
the  application  for  such  copies;  snd  tliat  all  modd^ 
specimens,  drawings,  specifications,  and  other  papen 
filed  in  said  oflice,  ss  evidence  of  an  invention  or  im- 
provement of  any  machine  or  thing  patented,  be  kept 
from  the  view  and  inspection  of  the  public  until  the 
patent  or  patenta  granted  therefor  shaU  have  expired. 

4th.  That,  on  application  being  made  lor  a  pateat, 
a  critical  examination  shsll  be  made  to  aaceitatn  whs- 
thsr  any  patent  has  been  previously  granted  for  any 
machine  or  thing  which  would  interfere  with  the  au- 
chine  or  thing,  for  which  a  patent  is  prayed  fiM-,  sad 
whether  the  interforence  is  material,  and  whether  the 
application  of  parte,  principles,  and  powers,  are  alike 
in  a  patentable  point  of  view,  in  order  that  a  patent 
may  not  be  granted  for  a  machine  or  thing  already 
patented,  or  which  essentially  or  materially  ialerferes 
with  it. 

6th«-  That,  on  application  being  made  for  iafomalica 
whether  a  patent  has  been  granted  for  the  machiae, 
thing,  or  improvem^t,  which  the  applioaat  deautbas 
in  his  application  as  being  his  invention,  sad  which  hs 
intends  to  have  patented,  provided  it  doea  not  iaterfrte 
with  any  machine  or  thing  already  pateatsd,  a  critKal 
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iminttion  ibftU  hp  b«d,  and  a  tru*  answer  giveb  to 
eh  applicant,  and  fqr  whidi  b«  a^ll  pay  the  enm  jof 
ly  five  doHan.)  And  the  dcieription,  epeeifieation, 
d  drawing!  fifed  by  the^applicant  for  raeh  tnfbnna- 
«,  iball  be  figned  and  eealed  by  him  in  the  preeenee 
two  aabecribing  wttaeaici ;  and  hh  eball  alio  make 
.th  to  the  latoe  in  the  lame  manner  as  is  piofided  in 
e  caae  of  applying  for  a  patent. 

6tb.  That  the  peraon  applying  for  information  at 
oretaid,  or  any  other  person,  who  shall  ptodace  a 
ecification  and  drawings  of  hii  invention  and  im« 
onment,  doly  witnesMd  and  certified,  as  is  proTided 
eats  of  application  for  9  patent,  and  signiiying  bis 
Mire  of  obUining  a  patent  therefor,  and  that  farther 
ne  ia  necessary  to  enable  him  to  perfect  his  said  in- 
iotioD  or  improToment ;  such  speciflcatione  and  draw* 
gt,  with  writun  references  thereto,  may  be  filed  in 
«  Patent  Ofiico,  as  evidences  thai  such  person  is  the 
rst  inventor  or  disooTerer  thereof,  in  ease,  on  such 
itical  examination  as  aforesaid,  that  should  be  found 
I  be  the  &et ;  and  the  same  ahall  operate  as  a  caveat 
gainst  the  other  applicants  for  that  machine,  thing,  or 
oproTementy  as  the  case  may  be,  for  one  year  from 
M  time  of  filing  the  aame;  and  a  certificate  to  that 
Sect  ahall  be  granted  accordingly,  and  far  which  he 
tiail  pay  the  sum  of  (say  ten  dollars.)    And  when 
16  peraon  filing  such  caveat  shall  malde  application 
)r  hia  patent,  be  shall  famish  a  new  spedficatioa  and 
rawing,  comprising  all  the  improvements  made  in  his 
aid  iDTention  or  disfovery. 

7th.  That  tha  most  improved  European  oc  other 
reatiaea  and  publioationa  on  the  improvement  in  the 
rts,  iciences,  and  manufactures,  shall,  fiom  tine  to 
une,  aa  they  ate  publiabed,  be  prooured,  and  kept  in 
be  patent  department,  in  order  that  ready  information 
Qtj  be  had  whether  the  thing,  machine,  improvement, 
r  diacovery,  for  which  a  patent  may  be  applied  for, 
aa  been  previonsly  known  and  published  m  this  or 
ny  other  country. 

8th  That  any  patentee,  or  his  assigns,  or  any  person 
r  persons  being  legally  interested  therein,  knowing, 
T  having  good  reason  to  suspect,  any  person  or  per- 
ons  to  be  secretly  violating  their  patent,  by  making, 
(nog,  or  having  unlawfully  in  their  possession  the 
hing,  machine,  or  any  parts  thereof  so  patented,  may, 
n  oath,  made  before  the  Judge  of  the  district  court  in 
be  diatrict  where  such  offence  is  committed,  and  filing 
•tatement  thereof,  obtain  a  writ  of  injunction  com- 
landing  such  suspected  peraon  or  poisons',  their  aiders 
ad  abettors,  to  desist  from  such  violation ;  which  writ 
f  injunction  ahall  be  served  on  such  suspected  person 
r  permns,  their  aidefa  and  abettors,  to  appear  before 
•id  judge  at  the  time  and  place  appointed ;  and  in 
aae  of  their  defouH  or  non-appearance,  the  said  jud^ 
bill  forthwith  hrder  a  eapuu  against  them,  to  be  served 
ad  retarned.at  such  time  and  place  as  he  shall  direct ; 
nd  if,  in  either  case,  on  exammatlon,  Uie  judge  shall 
iad  that  the  complaint  is  well  founided,  he  shall  make 
in  writ  of  injunction  absolute,  and  order  such  violatojrs 

0  pay  the  costs,  and  give  bond  in  an  adequate  sum, 
vitb  mfiicient  securities  to  the  party  injurea,  to  be  for* 
^ted,  end  the  penalties  therein  recovered  in  a  court  of 
ftw,  in  caae  such  injunction  shall  not  be  obeyed  by  the 
lirtiea  jointly  and  severally  on  whom  such  injunction 

1  laid ;  but  if  auch  complaint  should  pove  not  well 
tattded,  the  judge  may  order  the  complainants  to  pay 
ha  coau,  unless  it  should  sppear  that^ore  was  reason- 
ble  ground  therefor;  and,  in  such  case,  shall  decide 
•  to  justice  lightly  appnlaiai. 


0th.  Thati  if  the  thing  or  machine  patented  shall 
not  be  put  into  operation,  or  publicly  oflfered  for  sate 
within  i^e  years  firom  the  date  of  the  patent,  the  said 
patent  ahall,  on  the  expiration  of  said  five  yoaia,  in 
auch  case  be,  ipiofaetOf  null  and  void,  and  the  iimg 
thus  patented  become  the  property  oC  the  public 

10th.  That  the  specific  appUciatton  of  the  apeeifie 
parts,  principles,  and  machine  powera  to  the  spedfie 
purpose  folly  explained,  be  in  law  considered  aa  cobp 
stituting  the  invention  only ;  and  that  mere  principlea» 
mechanic  powers,  (^umstanoes  or  efiects  in  themaelve% 
cannot  be  the  subject  of  a  patent. 

11th.  That  patents  for  any  useful  ihventiona  or  dio* 
coveries  may  be  renewed,  for  another  term  of  fourteen 
yean,  on  application  being  made  for  that  purpose,  con- 
taining all  the  improvements  made  by  the  patentee,  hia 
heirs  and  assigns,  properly  described ;  which  applaai-> 
tion  shall  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  the  saoM 
manner  as  an  original  application  for  a  patent,  mutaiit 
muUmdJM*  And  of  the  great  utility  of  such  invenlioiiy 
and  o^  the  intention  of  renewing  tho  patent  therefor, 
tha  patentee,  his  heira  or  assigns,  aa  the  case  may  ho, 

d^all  give  notice  to  the  Secretary  of  State months 

before  the  expiration  of  the  first  patent,  and  to  hia  ap» 
probation;  an^t  on  obtaining  such  second  patent,  the 
patentee  shall  give  the  public  notice  thereof  in  aoBM^ 
public  newspaper  or  newspapers. 

12th.  That  the  patentee  may  assign  parts  of  his  pal* 
ent,  and  thereby  granting  the  exclusive  right  of  aaid 
patent  for  any  particular  district  of  country. 

13th.  That,  for  repealing  any  patent  or  patents  sur- 
reptitiously obtained,  or  upon  false  suggestion,  the  pro- 
cess to  he  brought  within  three  years,  and  the  hearing 
had  befof  e  che  judgea  of  the  circuit  court  in  the  distriel 
where  the  pftentee  or  his  assigns  reside,  and  hot  befora 
the  district  court 

14th.  That  when  an  original  inventor,  lua  heira  or  m- 
signs,  shall  make  any  modification  or  impfovement  in 
the  thing  or -machine  patented  during  the  first  patent 
term,  he  or  they,  aa  the  case  may  be,  may  .file  a  apooi- 
fication  and  drawings  thereof,  showing  the  application 
of  auch  improvement  or  modification  on  the  original 
invention;  which  apecificalion  shall- be  executed,  wil> 
nessed,  sworn  to,  and  certified  in  the  same  manner  an 
in  an  original  application  for  a  patent;  and,  on  hia  ob> 
taining  a  certificate  therefor  from  the  BpcnfMiy  of  Stat^ 
setting  forth  that  such  improvement  or  modifieation  m 

Secified,  shall  thereafter  be  conaidered  m  patented,  and 
longing  to  and  forming  a  part  of,  the  aaid  original 
patent,  so  for  as  it  respects  the  improvement  or  modill- 
cation,  to  the  person  legally  .obUining  such  certificate, 
and  having  a  legal  interest  at  the  time  in  the  original 
invention ;  and  for  every  such  certificate,  the  party  ob- 
Uining the  same,  shall  pay  the  sum  of  (say  fifteen  dot> 
lars,)  and  as,  dec. 

By  order  of  the  association : 

BENJAMIN  DEARBORN, 
JOHN  FAIRBANKS,  Sterdary. 
BosTOH,  January  31,  1811. 


THfi  MILITIA. 
Mr.  CocHiM^N  submitted  the  foUtfwing  reaola- 


tion 


RaoMLt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in^oifn 
into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  detachins 
by  quotaa  mUHia;  to  U  armed  by  the  United  Btatea, 
to  be  held  in  readiness  fi>r  service  for  a  limited  ttme, 
and  that  the  eommittee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  «^ 
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CSatm  of  Qenercd  8t.  Clair, 


FCBRUABY,  I9II. 


Mr.  PiTKiK  wished  to  learn  the  motive  of  in- 
troducing this  resolution. 

Mr.  C90BBAN  ^aid  it  Was  grounded  on  the  re- 
eommendaiion  of  the  President  of.  the  United 
States  at  the  last  session,  and  a -reference  to  it  iti 
his  Message  of  this  year.  He  thought,  also,  that  it 
was  not  proper  to  wait  for  the  approach^of  war 
before  we  attempt  to  prepare  for  it. 

Messrs.  Pitkin,  QtUIncy,  Potter,  and  Eppes, 
were  opposed  to  the  resolution ;  and  Messrs.  Cocb- 
BAN,  Root,  Bassett,  and  BaccA,  in  favor  of  it. 

Against  thetresolutionj  it  was  said  that  the 
adoption  of  such  an  one  in  the  present  eircun> 
stances  of  the  country  would  excite  uneasiness  in 
the  nation ;  that,  taken  in  connexion  with  the 
aitting  with  closed  doors,  it  would  excite  alarm 
and  an  apprehension  of  some  latent  evil ;  that  the 
gradual  arming  the  nation  was  already  provided 
tor  by  law-*ami  it  had  alreadv  been  ascertained 
^  experience  that  no  mode  or  arming  the  whole 
body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States  eould 
aver  receive  the  conourrenee  of  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  House. 

In  the  support  of  it^  its  friends  observed  that  it 
was  a  mere  resolution  of  inquiry,  from  which  no 
ill  effects  could  result;  that  it  fixed  no  details, 
leaving  them  altogether  to  the  consideration  of  a 
committee,  who  would  report  a  bill  to  the  House 
If  they  thought  proper  \.  that  the  present  deficiency 
of  arms  called  loudly  for  such  a  measure,  iio  ne- 
cessary to  the  general  defence. 

Mr.  Bacon  wished  it  adopted,  on  accovot  of 
recent  reports  from  the  Floridas,  of  the  standard 
of  opposition  having  advanced  against  the  Amer- 
ican forces ;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pottbb,  it  was  ordered  to  lie 
Ml  the  table. 

GENERAL  0T.  CLAIR'S  CLAIM. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.ttujiifOT,  tbeHoBse  reaolved 
ttaelf  into  a  Commtttee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bell 
for  the  relief  of  Arthur  St.  Clair. . 

Messrs.  Qdinct,  Clay^  Findi^sy,  MocBLirr, 
Wbiobt,  aod  Lyon,  were  in  favorof  the  bill,  and 
Meesrs.  Stawpobd,  Root,.W.  A lbton,  aod  Mont- 
OOMBRY,  were  against  it. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  Root  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  sec- 
lion  of  which  the  bill  was  composed.  For  strik- 
ing out  37.  s^iost  it  51,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Winis  Alston,  Jan.,  Borwell  Bassett,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  WiUlsm 
Bntler,  Joaeph  Calhoun,  James  Cochran,  Richard  Cotts, 
William  £lj,M«shack  Franklin,  BaxziUai  Gannett, 
Gideon  Gatdner,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Jacob  Hufty, 
Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle,  Na- 
thaniel Maoon,  Samnel  L.  Mitchill,  John  Montgomery, 
John  Rea  of  PennsjUania,  John  Khea  of  Tenneesee, 
Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Eraatus  Root,  £t)ene- 
ker  Sage,  Thomas  Bammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A* 
Scndder.Ebcnezer  Sealer,  Heniy  Southard,  Uri  Tracy, 
43eorf^  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tunier.jiwu,  Robert  Weak- 
ley, and  Robert  Whitehill. 

Nats— Abijah  BtgeloWp  Daniel  BUiadeU,  Jiohn 
C.  Chamberlain,  Wiltiam  Cbamberlin^  Epapluoditue 
(SiaMpion,  Maitin  Ghitteiideii>  Matthew  Clay»  0«ch- 
asd  Cook,  John  Davenport,  jtta.»  James  EoMtty  ioha 


W.  Eppee,  William  Pindley,  Thomas  R.  OoU,  IdwtJt 
ODiy,  WiUiara  Hale,  Danid  Heister,  Etteaeaer  Hant^ 
ington^  Robert  Jeaktns,  Philip  B.  Key,  Harman  Kaidk- 
erbaaker,,  Jaesph  Lewis,  jr.,  RobertLe  Hoj  LmagsWrn, 
John  Lore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Wfl- 
lian^  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller.  WiUiam  MUmt, 
Thomaa  Moore,  JereoMah  Marrow,  JonaChui  O.  Mose- 
ley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thamas  Newton,  Joim  Nicbal- 
son,  Benjamin  Piekman,  jr.,  Clisha  R.  PoOo-,  Jnsiah 
Quincy,  Dennis  Smelt,  George  8mith«.iJ*aiBcl  Soaifh* 
James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturgea,  Samuel  TaggArt, 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  KilUan  K.  Van  BeDSMlasr.  Laban 
Wbeaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  Richard  Winn,  Bobcrt 
Witherspopn,  and  Robert  Wright 

The. bill  was  thea  ordered  4o  a  third  raadiag. 

Co  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  Hotiae  resolTed 
itself  into  a  Cooitnitfee  of  the  W>ole,  on  Ibe  ball 
for  issuing  debentures  in  certain  cases.  For  want 
of  a  quorum,  the  CooHnittee  rose,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 

Saturday,  February  16. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  St.  Clair  was 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Root  norcd  to  recomaut  the  bill  to  a  Coat- 
mi  t  tee  of  the  Whole,  in  order  to  strike  oat  the 
word«  of  the  hill  and  insert  a  section  directing  aa 
inquiry  into,  and  settlement  of  any  uoliqaidated 
accounts  of  Qeneral  St.  Olair.  Messirs.  n^Riear, 
CLAT^and  GaoLSON,  opposed  the  motion,  Mod 
Messrs.  Root^  Holland,  aod  Alston^  adToeaied 
the  motion. 

The  motion  was  carried*— 43  to  42. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Commiliee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Bassgtt  in  the  Chair,  00  ihe 
amendments,  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  th.e  support  of  Government 
for  the  year  1811 ;  which  were  concurred  in  by 
the  Committee  and  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '  An 
act  to  enable  the  Georgetown  Potomac  Bridge 
Company  to  levy  money  for  the  object  of  its  in- 
corporation ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concoi- 
rence  of  this  House. 

Ortiered^  That  the  amendmenta  made  by  the 
Senate  to  the  billy  entitled  **An  aet  makiog  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  Goveraneot,  dur- 
ing the  year  1811."  he  committed  to  a  Coaunii- 
tae  of  the  whole  House  this  day. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  An  act  to 
establish  the  districts  of  Mumphreymagog,  Os« 
wegatehie,  and  of  the  White  Mountains,''^ was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  An  act  to 
enahle  the  Georgetown  Potomac  Bridge  Com* 
pany  to  levy  mouey  for  the  object  of  its  incor- 
poration/' was  reao  twice,  aod  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Presidcat  of 
the  UnitecT  States,  transmitting  the  treaty  con- 
cluded on  the  tenth  of  November,  oa  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  with  the  Great  and  Little 
Osa|[e  uibes  of  Indians,  with  a  riew  toatieh  Urfd 
prorisions  as  may  be  daeiaed  proper  for  fuifiiiio^ 
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its  stipolaiionii.-— I^he  Mease^re  wHs  rpad«  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Comrmttee  of  Ways  and  Meao9. 

Oq  motioa  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  CoqiiDittee  of 
the  whole  House  were  discharged  from  the  cod- 
sideratioa  of  the  bill  frOm  the  Senate,  entitled 
"Ao  act  to  enable  the  Georgetown  Potomac 
Bridge  Cotnpaoy  to  levy  money  for  the  object  of 
its  incorporation." 

The  Hoose  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  a  select  committee 
of  (be  eleventh  instant,  on  a  letter  from  Wiitiam 
Lambert,  respecting  precedents  of  order;  and, 
after  tome  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose 
lod  reported  their  agreement  to  the  resolutions 
therein  contained,  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Resofved,  That  there  be  printed,  for  the  use  of  Cen- 
jren,  five  hundred  copies  of  William  Lambert's  ool- 
ection  of  precedents  of  order,  contained  in  two  nunS- 
>er8,  under  the  heads  of— 1.  Proceedings  on  questions 
)f  order  and  appeal ;  2.  Disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Scums  on  bills,  dec.  Omitting  all  editorial  remarks 
U)d  strictures,  and  adding  &e  cases  of  order  occurring 
his  Mission.  The  printing  to  be  paid  oat  of  the  con- 
ingent  fund  of  this  House. 

Raoloed,  That  the  work,  when  finished,  be  depot- 
ted  in  the  Library,  and  that  each  member  of  Congress, 
rhilst  it  is  in  session,  be  entitled  to  a  copy,  giving  a 
receipt,  and  returning  the  book  at  the  end  of  *^e 
««non. 

Racked,  That  William  Lambert,  for  making  this 
!oi/ectJon,  paging  the  .  referenoes,  superintending  the 
trinting,  and  preparing  the  index,  ought  to  be  paid 
ITS  hundred  dollars  out  of  the  contingent  fund  ;  and 
bat  the  Clerk  be  authorized  to  pay  him  in  advance 
9r  luch  portion  of  the  work  as  is  completed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolii- 
ioDs,  and  the  same  being  again  read,  were  con- 
urred  in  by  the  House.. 


A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wrioht,  to  make 
it  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  third  of  March— ^' 
lost,  ayes  51,  noes  53. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Qarderier.  to  maker 
it  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  25th  of  February|.. 
and  the  ayes  and  noes  called. 

Mr.  Maoon  thought,  when  a  majority  of  the 
House  had  evinced  a  determination  to  consider 
a  subject;  that  these  motions  for  evading  t he- 
question  were  improper ;  and  Mr.  Cbeves,  Mr.. 


RKPSAL  OF  DRAWBACK. 

Mr.  Garland  submitted  the  following,  reao- 
aiion: 


Ke$9hedy  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  the  several 
iws  allowing  drawback  on  goods,  wares,  and  mer* 
handise,  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufactiiTe  of 
»retgn  nations. 

A  motioa  was  made  by  Mr.  QarLand^  to  refer 
;  10  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Messrs.  ClniNCY,  WRIOBT,MlTCRILL,aDdNEW- 

ON;  were  oppo&ed  to  reference  and  to  the  reso- 
nion.  Messrs.  Garland  and  SaiiLts  spoke  in 
Ivor  of  it. 

It  was  contended  by  its  opponents  that  the 
doption  of  this  resolution,  and  a  subseauent  de- 
TuctioD  of  the  drawback  system,  woula  operate 
reatly  to  the  injury  of  t.he  agricultural  .«s  well 
I  commercial  interests  of  the  country. 

By  the  advocates  of  the  resolution,  it  was  said, 
tiat  this  system  of  drawbacks  was  a  tax  upon 
!ie  oatiou»  merely  to  favor  eitcaneoos commerce; 
iiat  it  was  not  Calculated  in  anywise  to  benefit 
ie  agricultural  interests  of  our  eountry ;  that 
istead  of  adding  anything  to  the  support  of  the 
ipenses  eon  nee  ted  with  foreign  commerce,  it 
mrcely  paid  the  expenses  of  the  custom-houses. 

The  question  to  refer  tb^  motion  was  carried-^ 
jes  64. 


WRtOBTi  and  Mr. -Holland,  spoke  in  favor  of 
''Mr.  Gardenier^s  motion. 

Mr.  Huntington  moved  the  second  of  March 
as  the  day  for  which  the  subject  should  be  made 
the  order.  - 

Mr.  QuiNcr,  Mr.  Cheves,  and  Mr.  GaroenibR} 
supported  the  motion.  Mr.  BuawELL  was  in  fa<* 
vor  of  an  earlier  day. 

The  question  of  postponement  to  the  second  of 
March,  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as -follows : 

YxAS-^oseph  Allen,  William  Anderson,  Esekie| 
Bacon,  William  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Blaisdsll,  James  Breckenridge,  William  Bntler,  John 
G.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus 
Champion,  Langdon  Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Or« 
chard  Cook,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John 
Pawson,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  John  W.  Gpper, 
Bartillai  Oanoctt,  Barent  Qardenier,  Gideon  Gardner, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Thonias  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  Wik 
liam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heisler,  Wil^ . 
liam  Helaos,  Ehsnessr  Huntington,  Richard  Jaekson, 
jr^  Robert  Jenkins,  Thomas  i^enan,  William  Ken?* 
nedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livennore,  Robert  La 
Roy  Livingston,  Vincent  Matthews,  Axchibald  Me- 
Bryde,  Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  K^.  Miller,  Wil* 
liam  Milnor,  8am.uel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  Q.  Moseley^ 
Gordon  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  New* 
ton,  Joseph  I^earson,  Timothy  Pitkin,,  jr.,  Peter  B* 
Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Erastns  Ro6t, 
John  Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel 
Saw^^er,  John  A.  Scodder,  Adam  Seybert,  Dennis 
Smelt,  John  Stanley,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,8amuel  Tag^ 
gart,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  junior,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Ktllitfl 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  James  Wilsoq, 
Riehaid  Winn,  and  Robert  Wright— 76. 

Nats— Ticmuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Da> 
vid  Bard,  Borwell  Bassett,  Adam  Poyd,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Borwell,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay, 
James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Joseph  Desh% 
WiUiam  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  David  S.  G«iw 
land,  Charles  Gotdsborough,  Peterson  Good wyn«  James 
Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Walter  Jones,  John  Love, 
Aaron  Lyle^  Nathaniel  Macon,  WiUiam  McKinley, 
John  Montgomery,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morruw, 
John  Nicholson,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Ring- 
gold, John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Smilic^  Geo* 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard^ 
Jacob  Swoope,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert  Weak- 
ley, Robert  Whitehill,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  Robert 
Witherspoon — 45. 


Monday,  February  IS. 
The BpEAKsa  laid  beforethe  Housea  resolutioa 
of  the  Li^gislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  **  approf«- 
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ioff  the  measures  of  the  General  QoYerDUoent;" 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Miller  said,  that  in  submitting  the  fol- 
iowiog  rettolu^ion,  it  was  far  from  his  intention 
40  express  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  Adminis- 
i  rat  ion.  He  said  that  the  arrival  of  the  French 
Minister  in  thii^  country  was  so  recent,  that  it 
would  perhaps  hardly  be  decorous,  in  the  Presi- 
dent to  ask  him  for  information  respecting  tlie 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  He  therefore  would 
submit  a  resolution,  which  went  to  ask  informa^ 
tion  from  the  President,  and  would  aflbrd  him  an 
excuse  for  demand inir  this  information  from  the 
French  Minister.  He  had  another  view  in  sub- 
mitting this  resolution.  Should  no  satisfactory 
information  be  received,  he  then  intended  t^  move 
the  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse  laws.  He  then 
submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
•greed  to: 

Raohed^  That  the  Prasidexit  of  the  United  SteCas 
Ire  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  any  informiition» 
(not  heretofore  communicated,  and  that,  in  his  opin- 
ion, is  proper  to  be  disclosed,)  which  he  may  have, 
touching  the  legal  repeal,  or  modification,  as  well  as 
the  practical  operation,  of  the* orders  and  decrees  af- 
fecting our  neutral  commeioe,  since  the  first  day  of 
November,  1610. 

.  Mr.  MiLLfiR  and  Mr.  Sawybr  were  appointed 
•  committee  to  present  the  foregoing  resolattoo 
to  the  President. 

Mr.  P.  B.  Poster  presented  a  memorial  of 
William  Morrison,  John  -  Edsar,  and  Robert 
Morrison,  ofKaskaskia,  in  the  Illinois  Territory, 
by  Joha  Rice  Jones,  their  attorney  in  fact,  eom- 
bfaining  of  the  **iHegal  and  oppressive" decisions 
of  the  Land  Commissioners  lor  the  District  of 
Kaskdskia,  and  praying  that  the  said  commis- 
sioners may  be  removed  from  office,  and  that 
Others  may  be  appointed  to  supply  their  places, 
With  power  to  revise  the  decisions  of  the  com- 
ynissioners  aforesaid.^ Referred  to  the  Committee 
4m  the  Public  Lands. 

.'  Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com* 
nerce  and  Manufactures,  made  a  favarablo  re- 
;poti  on  the  petition  of  John  Maenamara,  referred 
the  sixth  instant;  whieh  wma  read,  and  eoocurred 
in  by  the  Hoase:  when,  Mr.  Newton,  from  the 
aame  committee,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Macnamara;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
io^morrow. 

'  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from 
tbe  Senate,  entitled  ^An  act  to  enabletfae  Gteorge* 
town  Potomac  Bridge  Company  to  levy  money 
for  the  object  of  its  incorporation:"  Whereupon, 
the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  issuing  debentures  in 
'certain  cases.  This  bill  was  reported,  unamended, 
and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee. of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  erecting  a  light-house  on 
Boone  Island,  placing  buoys  near  Cape  Fear 
river,  North  Carolina,  and  at  Bd^artown.  Mas- 
«achuk.etts,  and  erecting  a  column  on  Cape  Bliza- 
.l^eth,  Massackusetu*    This  bill  was  reported  with 


ameodmenu,  which  were  cooenrred  in,  udtiie 
bill  Ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

NATIONAL  UNIVETOmr. 

Mr.  MiTCMLL,  from  the  committee  appoioted 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message,  it  the 
commencement  of  the  sessioa,  which  relates  to 
the  establishment  of  a  seminary  of  learoiogbf 
the  National  Legislature,  made  a  report;  whieb 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  He  oo  the  table. 

The  report  is  as  follows :  ^  . 

In  obedience  to  the  onder  of  ths  House,  the  cob- 
mittee  has  duly  considoBe^  the  importaat  initer  r* 
ferred. 

A  university,  or  ioalitution  for  the  oommanicauoi 
of  knowledge  in  the  various  depmrtments  of  literatoR 
and  science,  presents  to  the  mind,  at  'one  view,  n^ 
j^ts  of  the  most  pleasing  ooatemplation. 

To  a  free  people  it  would  seem  that  a  sefflinarr.is 
which  the  culture  of  the  heart  and  of  the  oodcntan^ 
Ing  should  be  the  chief  objects,  would  be  one  of  tbt 
best  guards  of  their  privileges,  and  a  leading  objwtof 
their  care. 

Under  this  convidtion,  the  patriotic  spirit  of  Wm^ 
ington  led  him  more  than  once  to  recommend,  iniui 
speeches  to  Congress,  an  attention  to  such'  so  oa^' 
taking.  He  even  bequeathed  a  legacy  to  the  oatioul 
university,  which  he  persuaded  himself  would,  tt 
some  day,  bo  brought  into  being.  Two  other  iW 
dents  have  subsequently  presented  the  sul^  to  ibe 
Legislature  as  worthy  of  especial  oonsideratioD. 

Authorities  so  respectable,  in  favor  of  a  pnfecf  m 
desirable,  carry  with  them  great  weight  A  ccotnl 
school  at  the  seat  of  the  General  Government,  diitat 
the  rays  of  intellectual  light,  or  rolling  the  flood  df 
useful  infbrmation  throughout  the  land,  coold  ooi  U 
to  make  a  strong  impresion.  A  nOble  snd  eoluH 
institution  may  be  oooeeivBd  to  impart  to  tti  popA 
the  most  excellent  instruction,  and,  by  •ptopu^  quii- 
Aring  pereons  to  be  teachers  and  professon,  to  intn- 
doce  a  uniform  system  of  education  smonf  be 
cttSsensii 

OHf  weighiAg  these  and  other  advantages,  it  wu 
peoassaiy  to  consider  whether  Congress  \nmmtitk 
power  to  found  and  endow  a  Datioinal  uairsisiij. 

It  is  argued,  from  the  total  silence  of  the  Oomfi^ 
tion,  that  such  a  power  has  not  been  grantsd  to  Ctfr 
grass,  inasmuch  as  the  only  means  by  whieh  il  ■ 
therein  contemplated  to  promote  the  progrsas  oftaof* 
and  the  useful  arts,  is,  by  securing  to  authon  end  in* 
ventors  the  exclusive  right  to  their  respectire  wriiiflp  , 
and  discoveries  for  limited  times.  The  Gopftitotio^ 
therefore,  does  not  warrant  the  creation  of  each  aco^ 
poration  ^y  any  express  proviaion. 

But  it  immediately  occurred  thst,  under  the  n^^ 
legislate  exclusively  over  the  dbtrict  wherein  the  Uoi* 
ted  States  have  fixed  their  seat  of  Government,  C^* 
gross  may  erect  a  university  at  any  nlace  witiiifl^ 
ten  miles  square  ceded  by  Marylana  and  Tvf^ 
This  cannot  be  doubted. 

Here,  however,  other  considerations  arise.  Altkoig^ 
there  is  no  Conatitntional  impediment  to  the  iDcorpsr- 
ation  of  truoleeo  far  sadi  a  porpese,  at  the  Ci^ « 
Waahinglon,  .serious  doubts  are  entertained  sf  to  tke 
right  to -appropriate  the  public  property  kr  ito  luppBrt. 
The  endowment  of  a  nntversity  is  not  rsnksd  itoMf  ! 
the  objects  for  which  drafts  ought  to  be  made  opeslv  , 
Treasury.  The  money  of  the  nation  ssenatobtn-  I 
served  for  other 
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The  iDeorpwalton  of  a  oniTeniitjt  without  fuiub, 
ppean  a  fruitieM  and  ine£ScMiii  exerciae  of  the  legia* 
itive  power.  There  ia,  indeed,  aome  penonal  eatate 
n  hand,  which  wouJd  Teat  in  auch  a  body  on  the  mo- 
nent  of  iu  creation ;  and  yore  may  reaaonably  be  ei- 
i«cte(I  from  legaciea  and  other  donationa.  But  |heee. 
carces  of  revenuiD  are  too  acanty  and  precarious  to 
)e  relied  upon  in  the  present  case.  It  is  better  not  to 
egulate  at  all,  than  to  pass  a  atatute  destitute  of  the 
neaos  of  execution. 

The  matter  then  atanda  thns:  Tht  erection  of  a 
laiTersity,  upon  the  enlarged  and  magnificent  plan 
rhich  would  become  the  nation,  ia  not  withia  the 
(owfiB  confided  by  the  Cbnatitution  to  Congress;  and 
he  erection  of  a  email  and  ordinary  collage,  with  a 
tompotta  and  impoaing  titie,  would  not  Iwcpme  ita 
lignitj.  If,  neverthelMa,  at  any  time  legiaUtivo  aid 
hould  be  asked  to  incorporate  a  district  university,  for 
he  local  benefit  of  the .  inhabitaiiCa  of  Columbia,  and 
f  funds  of  their  own  raising,  there  can  bo  no  doubt 
hat  it  would  be  considered  with  kindnesa,  aa  in  other 
siea;  but  it  mnat  be  remembered  that  thia  ia  a  func- 
ion  totally  diatiact  from  the  endowment  of  a  national 
iniveraity,  out  of  the  treasure  of  the  United  States, 
lestined,  in  ita  legitimate  application,  to  other  and 
try  (HfTerent  purposea. 

The  message  before  the  committee  proposes,  how- 
!ter,  "the  institution  of  a  seminary  of  learning  by  the 
*(ational  Legislature,  within  the  limits  of  their  exclu* 
'We  jnrisdiction,  the  expense  of  which  may  be  defrayed 
>r  reimbursed  out  of  the  vacant  grounds  which  havo 
icenied  to*  Ae  natfon  within  thflae  nmits."  On  in- 
loirijig  into  the  value  of  theae  pnUte  lota,  they  fall  ao 
17  short  of  the  sum  requifeile  for  the  ^kyttx,  that,  if 
bere  was  no  Constitutional  impediment,  they  ooald 
lot  be  relied  upon,  on  account  of  the  amallneaa  and 
loprodoctiveneaa  of  the  capital  they  embrace. 

With  theae  mwa  of  the  aubject,  the  Committee 
oes  not  find  itself  authorixed  to  recommend  the  adop^ 
ion  of  any  meaaurea  relative  to  that  part  of  the  Mea- 
ige  referred. 

CLAIM  OP  LIEUTENANT  KNIGHT. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
^hole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant 
iiimeon  Knight.  This  bill  authorizes  the  allow* 
Qee  to  Lieutenant  Knight  of  the  sum  of  one 
bousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  forty 
eots,  which  were  paid  by  him  (as  paymaster) 
)  General  Wilkinson  as  an  allowaove  for  extra 
uioas,  while  commander  of  a  separate  poat. 
'his  act  had  not  been  passed  by  the  aecouoilof 
£cers  at  the  Treasury  Department,  although 
36  money  was  paid  under  the  sanction  of  the 
Lttoroey  Oeneral'a  opinion  and  the  late  Secre- 
iry  of  War. 

Mr.  PoiNOEXTER  moved  an  amendment  to 
revenithis  law  being  introduced  as  an  authority 
>r  the  coromandeni  in  chief  to  claim  extra 
iLtioos  in  future. 

Messrs.  GoLDSBOROnoH,  Stahlbt,  pEaaaoN, 
nd  Maoqn,  were  opposed  to  the  principle  of  the 
iil  and  the  amendment,  though  in  favor  of  the 
3oity  of  the  petitioner's  claim. 

Messrs.  Poindeieteb,  Root,  Baoon,  Wsioht, 
Qd  Holland,  spoke  in  fiavor  of  the  bill. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Poimpeztbr's  ametad- 
lent  was  lost — yeas  25* 


Mr.  QoLDBBOBODGB  movod  an  amendment  so 
as  to  make  the  word  '* erroneously"  follow  tba 
appropriation,  applying  that  term  to  the  paymenl 
of  the  money  by  •Lieutenant  Knight  to  Grenettfl 
Wilkinson. 

Messrs.  MoKfM,  Baoon,  Root,  an^  Wrigbt, 
opposed  this  amendmeot;  and  Messrs.  CtoLbs- 
BQBOBoa  and  Stanley  adYocai^  it.  The  mo* 
tion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  STAiiLBy  then  moved  to  amend' the  bill  ao 
as  to.  direct  the-Comptroller  to  commence  a  suit 
against  General  Wilkinson  for  the  amount  of 
money  received  by  him  from  Lieutenant  Knight. 

Messrs.  Root  and  Wright  opposedMhe  mo- 
tion; and  Messrs. 'Stanley  and  Lyon  were  in 
favor  of  it.r— Negatived,  yeas  27,  nays  58. 

The  Committee  ro;ie  and  reported  the  hill 
without  amendmeot;  whi^ch  report  was  concurred 
in,  and  the  hill  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


TuB^DAYy  February  19. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lovb  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Rt9ohed^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any^  and,  if  any,  what,  parte  of  the  act  of 
Conmaa,  paaaed  the  twenty*fifth  of  February,  1791^ 
entitled  *<Att  act  to  incorporate  the  aubaertbera  to  the 
Bank  of  the  CJnfted  States,"  will  continue  to  be  in 
forcer  after  the  third  day  of  Marcfar  next,  in  caae  the 
charter  of  that  bank  company  is  not  renewed ;  and, 
in  that  event,  what  remedy  it  may  be  neceaaaiy  to 
provide  ior  the  craditora  of  the  aaid  bank;  and  that 
the  eommitlee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  others 
wise.  •  ^ 

And  the  question  being  taken  that  the  Hous9 
do  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  thereof,  it 
waar determined  in  the  negative — yeas  30,  nays  41. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  return  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States,  as  received  by  the 
Departinent  of  War  from  the  several  States  and 
Territories. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufaciuresy  reported  unfavorably 
on  xht  petition  of  William  Patterson  and  sons, 
merchants  of  Baltimore.  They  pray  to  he  allowed 
tore-enter  the  custom-hou^edulies  on  a  large  quan- 
tity of  coffee  and  sugar  imported  in  1807,  previoua 
to  the  existence  of  the  emhargo. 

Mr.  McKiM  moved  that  the  resolution  of  the 
committee  be  negatived. 

On  this  subject  a  discussion  arose,  in  which 
Messrs  McKiM,  Wbigbt,  Borwell,  and  Van 
Dykg,  advocated  the  rejection  of  the  report,  and 
Messrs.  Newton  and  ClntNCY  opposed  it. 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  conformity  to  the  resolution 
of  yesterday ;  it  was  accompanied  by  sundry  doc- 
uments, of  'which  three  thousand  copies  were  or- 
dered to  he  printed. 

CALL  FOR  LETTERS. 

Mr.  Pitkin  observed,  that  several  translations 
had  been  presented  to  the  pobllc  eye  of  the 
French  i?tters  from  the  Due  de  Mtea  and  thi» 
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Due  deGkete,  coneeroiog  ibe  Berlin  and  Mliao 
decrees^  Yaryitii^  ia  several  important  passages. 
He  was  desirous  of  seeiog  the  origioaU,  that, 
among  such  different  interpretations,  the  House 
might  decide  for  itself;  add  therefore  moved  that 
the  House  do  come  to  the  folhowing  resolution : 

Baohedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  eaose  to  be  Isid  before  this  House, 
copies,  in  French,  of  the  letters  of  the  Duke  de  Gadore 
to  General  Armstrong,  of  the  6th  of  August,  of  the  7th 
and  18th  of  September,  Anno  Domini,  1810,  also,  like 
eopiea  of  the  letters  of  the  Grand  Judge  to  the  PreiMdeni 
of  the  Council  of  Prizes,  and  of  the  Minister  of  Finanoe 
to  the  Director  General  of  the-  customs,  both  dated 
December  twenty-fifth,  1810,  concerning  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees. ' 

This  reswlaiioa  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Rbea 
of  Tennessee,  Shilig,  and  MiLi^a,  aod  advocated 
by  Messrs  Pitkir,  Lton,  and  GoLaBBoaouGS. 

The  question  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays — 
for  the  call  44^  against  it'  67,  as  follows : 

YiAS — Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James 
Breckenridge,  John  O.  Chamberiain,  William  Cham- 
berlin,  Epaphroditoa  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
John  Da?enport,jr.y  William  Ely,  James  EmottrOhaa. 
Goldaborough,  Tfaomaa  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Na- 
,  tkaoiel  A.  Haven,  Joaalban  H.  Hubbard,  Ebeocier 
Huntington,  Richaid  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkina, 
Herman  Knickerbaokar,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  8t 
Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingsloa,  Matthew 
Lyon,  ViAcentMatthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  William 
Itilttor,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley,  Joseph  Paaraon,  Beajaarin 
Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  y^  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Joaiah  Quincy,  Joha.Randolph»  Adam  Seybert,  Richard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Bei^jaroin 
TaUmadge,  Niebplaa  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Killian  K.  Van  Ranssehier,  Laban  Wheaton,  Eaekiel 
Whitman,  and  James  Wilson.  ' 

Nats— Umuel  J.  Alston,  WilUs  AUton,jrn  William 
Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Baa- 
sett,  Adam  Boyd,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  But- 
ler, Joseph  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay, 
Jamea  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutt^ 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  William 
Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  David  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Oholson,  Peter- 
son Goodwyn,  WiHiam  Helms,  James  Holland,  Jacob 
Hulty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William 
Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle, Samuel  MeKee,  Alexander  Me- 
Kim,  William  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Samuel 
L.  Mitchill,  John  Montgomery,  Thomas  Moo^,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumlbrd,  Thomas  Newbeld, 
John  Porter,  Peter  B.  iPorter,  John  Rea  of  Pennayl- 
vania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennetsee,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebeaezer  Sago,  Thomas  Sam* 
mens,  John  A .  Scudder,  Ebenezer  Seaiver,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  South- 
ard, John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr., 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert  WhitehUI,  Richard. Winn, 
Robert  Witherspoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 


Wednesday,  Febraary  2(7< 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  witnesses  somraoned 
by  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  itixo  the 
aooduct  of  Brigadier  Gk*neral  James  Wilkinson, 
ab4  by  the  oomtnittee  appointed  to  inquire  into 


the  cause  or  eaoaes  of  the  great  mortaliiy  io  that 
detachment  of  the  Aritay  ordered  for  fbe  defence 
of  New  Orleans,  shjill  be  allowed  for  erery  day'a 
attendance  on  said  committees  the  sum  of  three 
dollars,  aod  also  at  the  rtfte  of  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  for  every  mile  they  shall  necessarily  trarei 
in  coming  to  the  City  of  Washiqgton,  and  in  re- 
turning to  their  usual  place  of  residence  ;  and  that 
the  messengers  employed  to  summons  any  of  the 
said  witneasea,  or  fo  execute  warranu  fram  said 
committees,  be  allowed  aod  paid  the  same  rate  of 
mileage,  aod  three  dollars  for  each  day's  necesaary 
dete6tioQ  out  of  the  City  of  Washington,  in  addi- 
tion lo  the  time  when  they  were  engaged  in  per- 
forming the- aforesaid  travel ;  and  the  sanis  so  al- 
lowed shall  be  paid  by  the  Clerk  out  of  the  coa- 
tingent  fond  of  this  House,  oti  orders  or  certificates 
drawn  in  favor  oTsoch  raesseogers  or  witnessea^ 
by  the  chairmen  of  the  respective  committees 
aforesaid :  Prtmded,  That  no  witness  ^rho  was 
in  the  City  of  Washington  at  the  time  of  beiag 
summoned,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  aoj  allow- 
ance for  mileage. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  commictee  appointed  on 
that  part  of  the  President's  Message,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  which  relates  to  the 
fortifications  and  Land  forces  of  the  United  States 
reported,  in  par^^A  bill  authorizing  the  Pre&tdeat 
of  the  United  aUataa  to  accept  the  aerriee  of  a 
numbar  of  volunteer  cMttpanies,  not  *e»ciwdiflg 
fifty  thousand  men )  whieh  was  read  twice  and 
comn»itted  to  a  Comaiittee  of  the  Wfaoie  ea  8a^ 
nrday  next. 

'  The  bill  to  erect  a  tight^hoase  en  Boone  Isb*d, 
Maine,  placiog  buoys  near  Cape  Fear,  North  Car> 
olina,  and  near  Sdgartown,  Massachusetts  erect- 
ing a  beacon  on  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  and 
erecting  a  column  of  stone  on  Cape  Efizaberh, 
Massachusetts,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Uonse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '^Ao 
act  making  further  provision  for  the  disposal  of 
thesectionsof  land  heretofore  reserved  for  the  fu- 
ture disposition  of  Congress  ;'*  to  which  they  de> 
sire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

CLALM  OF  LIEUT.  KNIGHT. 

The  Hotlse  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  far 
the  relief  of  LieotenanC  Simeon  Knight;  when  a 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pitkin,  and  seconded, 
to  amend  the  same,  by  adding  to  the  end  there«rf 

the  following : 

**  Provided^  howetfer,  That  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tstned  is  intended,  or  shall  be  construed,  to  admit  or 
sanction  the  right  or  claim  of  the  said  Brigadier  Gsti- 
eral  James  Wilkinson,  to  an  allowance  for  extra  ra« 
tiona,  in  any  case  whatever,  or  in  aay  way  to  exempt 
him  from  being  accountable  to  the  United  Statea  it 
the  said  sum  of  one  Ihoasand  lour  hundred  and  fifty- 
fonr  dollara  and  forty  cents,  paid  to  him  by  the  said 
Simeon  Knight,  aa  aforeaaid." 

A  debate  took  place  on  this  motion.  The  nii>* 
tioa  was  opposed  by  Messrs,  Root,  Wkioht, 
Rqea  of  Tennessee,  and  Newton,  and  supported 
by  Messrs.  Pitkin,  Piokman,  Taixm Anna.  Lton, 
PoiNDSXTBR,  MiLNOB,  and  Stjjiubt.    As  00  a 
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ormer  oceasfon,  the  rigbt  of  a  Bri|fadier  General 
0  receive  extra  rations,  as  commandant  of  a  sep- 
irate  post,  was  denied  on  the  one  hand  and  main- 
ained  on  the  other. 

The  qtiestton  on  the  amendment  was  decided 
n  the  affirmative — yeas  62,  nays  45,  as  followt:: 

YsAS-^oseph  Allen,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Bttrwell  Bas- 
ctt,  Abijafa  Bigelow,  Daniel  Blaiadeli,  WUIiam  lintler, 
lohn  C.  Chamberlain,  WiUiatn  Chainberlin,  Bpaphro- 
litus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran, 
)rehavd  Cook,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely, 
)aTid  8.  Gariand,  Charles  Ctoldsborough,  ThooMs  R. 
}old,  Edwin  Oray,  William  Halo,  Darnel  Heister»  WU- 
lam  Helms,  Jonathan  H.  HuUmrd,  Sbaneaer  Hon* 
ingtoo,  Ricbaid  Jackson,  jr.,  Rol^ert  Jonkiaa,  Thomas 
Lsnan,  WiUUm  Kennedy,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward 
It  Loe  Livormore,  RobettLe  Hoy  JLivingstooi  Mat- 
dew  Lyon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
Villiam  MilAor,  Samuel  L.  Mitehili,  Thomas  Moore, 
eremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  0.  Moseiey,  Joseph  Pear- 
on,  Benjamin  Picktnan,  jr., Timothy  Pitkin,  jr«,  Elisha 
t.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
ohn  Ross,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam  Seybert,  Dennis 
Imelt,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Stanle}',  James  Stephen- 
on,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope^  Samuel  Tag- 
:aTt,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Thompson,  Nicholas 
Tan  Dyke,  KiHian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Saekier  Whiiman,  JameO  -Wilson,  and  Robert  Witb- 
fvpoon. 

NATs—WUlia  Alston,  jr.,  William  Andoraon,  David 
lard,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Calboim, 
latthew  ^4ay,  Wilham  Crawford,  WUKam  Ftndlaj, 
laniUai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson, 
smes  Holland,  X^cob  Hufty,  John  Lore,  Aaron  Lylo, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Alozander  McKim,  William  Mo- 
Uniey,  John  Mo|itgomary,  Gordon  S.  Mvmford,  Thos. 
(ewbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicboison,  John 
Wrter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Teonessee,  Mat- 
lias  Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Erastus 
toot,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer*  John  A*  Scud- 
er,  Ebenexer  Seaver,  Sarottel  Shaw,  John  Smiiie^ 
>eorge  Smith,  John  Smftb,  Henry  Southard,  Uri  Tracy^ 
leoTge  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  White- 
ill,  and  Robert  Wright 

The  hill  passed  to  a  third  reading — yeas  59, 

tays  29.  . ) 

DEBENTURES. 

The  bill  for  issaing  debentures  in  certain  cases 
vas  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Holland  moved  an  indefinite  postpone- 
nent  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Baooif  Was  in  part  opposed  to  the  bill,  and 
■aid  he  ahofkid  therefore  move  a  recommitment  df 
he  bill  if  the  moiion  of  Mr.  Holland  did  not 
tocceed.  Mr.  Ren  a,  of  Tennessee  was  opposed 
o  the  bill.  Messrs.  MirMPbttD  and  Newton  spoke 
n  favor  of  it.  ' 

From  want  of  aqnornm  (many  of  the  merohers 
Attending  the  interesting  debate  progressing  in  the 
Senate)  the  Hoase  adjoorned,  38  to  28^ 


TBtiR89AY,  February  ^l* 

The  ImII  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  aoi 

Doaking  further  provistons  for  tbe  disposal  of  the 

sections  of  land  heretofore  reserved  for  the  fa  to  re 

liispositioo  of  Congreae,"  was  rea4  twice,  and 


oommitl'ed    to   the    Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Lton  presented  a  ^petition  Of  snndry  in- 
habitants of  the  Illinois  'Territory,  praying  that 
the  pre-emption  right  to  certain  lands  may  be 
granted  to  them,  together  with  an  in  and  an  out 
Jot  of  the  town  of  Stiawney,  in  said  Territory.—!- 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Laoda* 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and. 
Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appropriationa 
for  carrying  intoefiect  a  treaty  between  the  IJnt* 
ted  Slates  and  tbe  Great  and  Little  Ouage  nationa 
of  Indians, concluded  at  Fort  Clark,  on  tbe  tenth 
day  of  November ;  Wfaieb  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Sat- 
urday next. 

Mr.  ErrBS,  from  the  some  eommitteCf  also  pre- 
sented a  bill  repeating  the  tenth  aection  of  the 
'^Act  to  incorporate  < the  aobseribers  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States;^  which  was  read  twice, 
and  eenrmitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Saturday  riexf. 

Mr.  Efpes,  froiii  the  same  committee,  also  pre- 
sented a  bill  allowing  additional  ^compensation  to 
the  Postmaster  General ;  which  was  read  twJcC} 
and  committed  to  a  Commitiee  of  the  Whole  on 
Saturday  next. 

The  SpEAKEJi  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  pursuance  of. 
tbe  reseiutiooaof  this  House,  of  the  twenty  •fourth. 
,and  twenty-seventh  of  December  last,  concerning 
certain  bills  of  exchanize  dr^wn  on  Degen,  Par- 
viance,  and  Company, Nary  Agents  at  Leghorn; 
which  was  read,  and,  together  with  a  report  on 
the  same,  made  at  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, by  the  Secretary  ot  the  Navy,  referred  to  n^ 
select  committee. 

Mr.  Swoops,  Mr.  MoKiii,  Mr.  Tcrner,  Mr. 
CniTTENDEif,  and  Mr.  Smilib,  wero  appointed 
the  said  eotnoiittee. 

RETURNED  BILL. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pr^ident  of 
the  Uoiied  States,  by  Mr.  Edward  Coles,  hia  Sec- 
retary, who,  by  comoiaod-  of  th«  President,  rer 
turned  to  the  House  the.  bill  paased  by  the  two 
Houses,  entitled  ''An  act  incorporating  the  Prot* 
esiant  Spiscopal  Church  in  the  town  of  Aiexan* 
dria.  In  the  Disiriet  of  Col««ibia,".»nd  presented 
to  the  President  for  fats  approbation  and  sigon* 
ture,on  Thursday  the  fonrteeAxh  instant,  to  which 
bill  the  President  having  made  objections,  the 
same  were  also  delivered  in  by  the  said  Secretary, 
who  then  withdrew. 

The  objections  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
entered  ^^  large  on  the  Journal,  as  follows : 

To  the  House  of  RepresentaiiveM  of  the  United  Stales' 

Having  examined  and  considered  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia,"  I  now  return  tlie  bill  to  the  House  of  Represent* 
atives,  In  which  it  originated,  with  the  following  ob- 
jaot^ona: 

Beeansa  the  bill  eaceeds  the  rigfatftil  anthoritj  t^ 
whioh  Qovernaients  are  limited,  by  the  essential  dis* 
tinctMm  between  civil  aUd  religious  ftmetions,  and  tkK 
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UtQs,  in  particnlttr,  tbe  •rtide'  of  the  Coiwtitutioii  of 
the  tJntted  Statee,  which  dedaree,  thet  "  Congreee 
■hall  make  no  law  lespecting  a  religious  eetabhah- 
meni."  The  ^bill  enacts  into,  and  establishes  by  law, 
■tiDdry  rules  and  proceedings,  relative  purelj  to  the 
organization  and  polity  of  the  churdi  incorporated, 
and  comprehending  even  the  election  and  removal  of 
the  Minister  of  the  same ;  so  that  no  change  could  be 
made  therein  by  the  particular  society,  or  by  the  gene- 
ral church  of  which  it  is  a  member,  and  whose  authov- 
i^  it  recognises.  This  particular  church,  therefore, 
would  BO  far  be  a  religious  establishment  by  law ;  a 
legal  force  and  sapction  being  given  to  certain  artides 
^  in  its  coostitution  aud  administration.  Nor  can  it  be 
oonaidered,  that  the  artides  thus  eistablished  are  to  be 
taken  as  the  descriptive  criteria  only  of  the  corporate 
identity  of  the  sodety,  inasmuch  as  this  identity  must 
depend  on  other  characteristics;  as  the  reguhitions  es- 
tablisl^ed  are  generally  unessential,. and  alterable  ao» 
coining  to  the  piiodples  and  canons,  by  which  churches 
of  that  denomination  govern  tliemselvea ;  and  as  the 
injunctions  and  prohibitions  contained  in  the  regiila^ 
tions,  would  be  enforced  by  the  penai  consequences 
applicable  to  a  violation,  of.  them  according  to  the 
local  law : 

Because  the  bill  vests  in  the  said  ineorporated  church 
,an  authority  to  jprrovide  for  the  support  of  the  poor,  and 
Che  education  of  poor  children  of  the  same ;  an  author^ 
ity  which  being  altogether  superfluous,  if  the  provision 
is  to  be  the  result  of  pious  charity,  would  be  a  prece- 
dent for  giving  to  religious  societies,  as  such,  a  legal 
agency  in  carrying  into  effect  a  public  and  civil  duty. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 
FiamvABT  21,  1811. 

Mr.  Ba98ett  suggested  the  reference  of  the 
Message  to  a  select  cooimitiee. 

The  Speakkr  conceived  that  the  article  op  the 
CoDsticutioo  on  this  subject  required  that  the 
House  should  proceed  to  a  recoosideraiion  of  the 
bill.. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  I'itkik,  the  House  proceeded 
to  reconsider  the  bill. 

The  Message  was  again  read,  as. also  was  the 
following  clause  of  the  Constilution : 

'*  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  the  Senate,  shall,  before  it  becomes 
a  law,  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States ;  if  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it ;  but  if  not,  he 
shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  that  House  in 
which  it  shall  have  originated,  who  sh^l  enter  the  ob- 
jections at  large  on  their  Journal,  and  proceed  to  re- 
considar  it.  If,  after  ^ch  reconsideration,  two*thirda 
of  that  House  shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be 
sent,  together  with  the  objections,  to  the  other  House, 
by  which  it  shall  likewise  be  reconsidered,,  and,  if  ap- 
poved  by  two-thirds  of  that  Ho9se,  it  shall  become  a 

Mr.  Randolph  asked  whether  a  motion  for  in- 
deGnite  postponement  would^  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Speaker,  lie  in  this  case? 

The  Speaker  believed  not. 

The  following  article  6f  the  Constitution  was 
then  read  by  request: 

'  *'  Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  es^b•. 
liihment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise 
thereof;  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  Uie 
Iprees ;  or  the  right  of  the  people  paaeeaUy  la  aasemUa, 


and  to  petitfon  A«  Odvemment  for  a  vedrcas  sf  g^iiev- 


ancea. 


Mr.  Bassbtt  said,  though  the  Constitution  bad 
prescribed  a  reconsideration  of  the  bill  when  re- 
lumed, the  mode  of  recoDsiderattoa  was  ooi  pre- 
seribed ;  and  It  might  as  Well  be  bf  reference  lo 
a  select  committee  as  in  any  other  mode.  The  bill 
might|  perhaps,  be  amended.  Of  their  power  to 
amend  it  in  its  present  stage,  however,  he  was  not 
certain. 

Mr.  Smilib  conceived  the  Coastitatioa   pe- 
remptorily 10  require  an  immediate  decision. 

Mr.  Pitkin  aaid,  that  this  ooestioa  was  new  to 
him.  He  had  no  idea  that  the  Constitution  pre- 
cluded Congress  from  passing  laws  to  ineorpo- 
rate  religious  tocie ties  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
them  to  hold  property,  dbc.  He  had  always  held 
the  Constitution  to  intend  to  prerent  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  National  Church,  such  as  the 
Church  of  England — a  refusal  to  subscribe  to  the 
tenets  of  which  was  to  exclude  a  citizen  from 
office,  &c.  Desiring  time  for  reflect! oa,  be  there- 
fore wished  the  bill  to  lie  on  the  table  for  further 
consideration. 
.  Mr.  PicKMAN^d,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
bill  was  not  an  important  one,a  refusal  to  pass 
which  would  be  productive  of  any  serious  tojorf ; 
and  yet,  that  a  full  discussion  of  the  principles  it 
involved  would  occupy  the  whole  of  the  remain- 
der of  the  sesaion.  If  two-thirds  of  the  House 
were  to  refuse  to  proceed  to  a  recoup  eratioa, 
the  bill  would  be  f pao  facto  at  an  end ;  and  this 
he  thought  would  be  the  best  course,  dk-c^eoa- 
sideriag  all  the  circumstailces.^ 

Mr.  Whbaton  said  he  differed  widely  from  his 
colleague  (Mr.  Pickuan)  as  to  the  importance  of 
the  bm  now  under  consideration.  He  did  not 
imagine  that  they  were  to  assume  the  objections 
of  the  President  to  be  valid,  and  of  coarse  to  dis- 
miss the  bill.  They  had  a  duty  to  perform  as 
well  as  the  Priesident.  He  had  performed  his 
duty  in  the  case  presented  for  consideration.  And 
would  gentlemen  assume  it  as  a  correct  position 
because  the  bill  was  objected  to  by  the  President 
that  the  House  ought  not  to  act  understandingly ? 
This  was  not  a  correct  principle.  In  his  view 
the  objections  made  by  the  President  to  this  hill 
were  altogether  futile.  Mr.  W.  said  he  did  not 
consider  this  bill  any  infringement  of  the  Con- 
stitution. If  it  was,  both  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature, since  the  commencement  of  the  Qorera- 
men t,  had  been  g[uiUy  of  such  iofripgemeaL  It 
could  not  be  said,  i added,  that  they  had  been 
guilty  of  doing  much  about  religtoo ;  bat  they 
bad  at  every  session  appointed  Chaplains,  co  be 
of  different  denominations,  to  interchange  weekly 
between  the  two  Houses.  Now.  if  a  bill  for  reg* 
ttlatioff  the  funds  of  a  religious  society  could  be 
an  infringement  of  the  Constitution,  the  two 
Houses  had  so  far  infringed  it  by  electing,  piy- 
ing  or  contracting  with  their  Chaplains;  for  so 
far  it  established  two  different  denominations  o[ 
religion.  Mr.  W.  deemed  this  question  of  very 
great  consequence.  Were  the  peoole  of  this  Dis* 
trict  never  to  have  any  religion  7  Was  it  to  be 
entirely  aaelnded  from  these  ten  miles  square! 
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ie  should  be  afraid  to  come  if  that  were  to  be 
he  case.  The  want  of  ttroe  was  do  soflicieiit 
easoD  agaiosi  ffiviog  this  subject  a  mature  con 
lideration.  What  was  dooe  ought  to  be  well 
lone.  For  these  reasons  be  was  in  favor  of  the 
}ili  lying  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Macon  quoted  a  precedent  of  the  proeeed- 
Dgs  in  a  ease  similar  to  this  in  Gkneral  Wash- 
noton's  Administration  ;  in  which  the  House, 
ifter  a  consideration  of  tiie  Message,  had"  come 
10  the  following  resolution : 

"  Retoloedf  That  t<i-morrow  be  assigned  for  the  re* 
^nsideration  of  said  bill*  aceoiding  to  the  CooatUu- 
ion  of  the  United  Sutes." 

He  moTed  that  the  eame  rceotatioo  be  bow 
dopted, 

Messrs.  LroN  and*  Boyd  were  in  favor  of  an 
mmediate  dpcision. 

Mr.  80UTB  ARD  wished  a  postponement  to  give 
tim  time  to  exainine  the  bill.  He  was  convinced 
bat  a  bill  might  be  passed  for  regulating  the  tern- 
)oral  concerns  of  a  religious  society,  whicji  would 
lot  violate  the  Constitution  t  but  did  not  say^till 
le  could  ezamioe  whether  this  was  such  a  bill 
)r  not. 

Mr.  Qniicor  quoted  cases  of  laws  which  had 
mssed  the»  signature  of  the  late  President,  which, 
n  every  material  respect,  appeared  to  him  to  eon- 
ain  the  same  provisione  as  thia  bill. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Macom  wa»  adopted  with- 
lut  a  division. 

CULTURE  or  HEMP. 

Mr.  Newton  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
rom  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Commit- 
re  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  on  the  pro- 
fiety  of  encouraging  the  culture  of  hemp,  by 
protecting  impoist  duties,  <fr  by  prohibiting  its  im- 
lortation  from  foreign  oouolriea ;  which  was  re* 
erred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wtole.  * 

The  letter  is  aa  follows; 

Navy  DarAmTMXHT,  Jan,  SI,  1811. 

8im :  I  havo  had  the  honor  of  receiying  your  letter 
if  the  trth  instant. 

As  to  the  expediency  of  encouraging  the  culture  of 
lemp,  by  pmotecting  impost  dntiea,  or  by  piohibiting 
he  importaticm  of  that  article  into  the.  United  States 
ind  its  Territories,  It  is  not,  I  presame,  expected  of 
ne,  to  make  any  obeerrations — as  these  are  sebjeets 
ippertaining  pecniiariy  to  the  Treasury  Department ; 
ind  no  doubt  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  can  afford 
dl  the  information  necessary  to  enable  you  to  form  a 
wtisiactory  opinion  upon  them. 

Without  Tenturing  an  opinion  upon  the  expediency 
)f  either  of  theae  proTisions,  1  will  submit  for  your 
Mnsideration  the  following  observationa  relative  to  the 
mltare  and  dreoring  of  hemp,  dbc. 

In  the  essays  first  made  by  our  countrymen  in  the 
niltare  of  hemp,  and  in  dressing  it  for  market,  the 
linulyantages  of  inexperience  were  sensibly  folL — 
Many  errors,  added  to  the  dissuasives  of  previous 
habit,  discouraged  its  culture.  Doubts,, too,  whether 
the  climate  or  soil  of  oar  country  was  adapted  to  the 
raising  of  hemp,  were  entertained.  But  very  few,  in- 
deed,  indulged  the  expectation  that  we  should  ever  be 
ible  to  make  hemp  equal  to  that  of  Russia.  Hence, 
for  many  years,  the  culture  of  this  important  aitiple 


progressed  slowly;  our  ceantrynen,  however, staaui- 
lated  bynheir  eharaeteriatic  enterprise,  and  by  hopes  of 
ultimate  suceess,  persevered  in  repeated  experimenter 
and  have  at  length  acquired^  that  practical  informa- 
tion whidi  has  corrected  many  of  their  first  errors, 
end  nok  enables  them  to  raise  hemp  in  sodi  quantity, 
end  of  suoh  quality,  as  to  compensate  them  amply  for 
their  trouble.  8tU|,  however,  they  have  not  yet  ae> 
quired  that  extensive  information  upon  the  subject 
which  would  assure  to  them  all  the  advantages  arising 
from  the  culturs  of  this  valuable  article. 

In  preparing  the  hemp  lor  breaking,  the  pemtcioae 
practice  of  what  is  cemmenly  called  *'  dew  rotting,'* 
still  prevails  to  a  great  exten^— a  pnetice  tedioue  in 
its  process,  partial  and  unequal  in  its  .efiBCts  upon  >tto 
fibre,  and  deatructive  of  coneideraUe  quanlitiee  of 
hemp  by  the  unavoidable  expoenre  of  it  to  thewindet 
which  Uow  it  about  and  entangle  it.  Hemp  thus  pa^ 
pared  is,  in  some  plaoss,  strong,  in  othersb  weak,  and 
has  moreover  a  darkooloB' — all  which  materially  aflsctt 
its  value. 

In  hemp  there  is  a  viseeus,  gummy  eobetanee,  by 
which  the  fibree  of  the  bark  are  bound  together  and 
io  the  b^y  of  th^  |rtant,  and  all  that  is  neeeasaiy  to 

Prepare  it  for  breaking  ie  to  dissolve  thia  substanoe. 
'he  experienoe  of  otner  nations  'has  long  sines  de- 
cided that  this  dissolution  can  best  be  eflfocted  by  im- 
Biersing  or  steeping  the  plant  in  pure,  dear,  running 
water,  which,  in  a  much  shorter  period  of  time  than 
any  other  system  herstofore  practised,  produces  this 
dissolution  over  all  parts  of  the  plant  equally ;  makes 
it  equally  strong  in  sU  places,  renders  it  more  fiexiUe, 
gives  it  a  lively  bright  color,  and,  what  is  an  object  of 
vast  importance,  espedally  as  leqiects  durability  under 
water,^  will  receive  and  retain  a  greater  portion  of  taf 
than  when  prepared  by  **dear  rotting.*'  U  may  he 
here  further  remarked,  that  the  more  clear  and  pure  the 
stream  of  water,  the  brighter  will  be  Ihe  color  of  the 
hemp. 

-  I^ew  rotting^  reonirea  many  weeks  of  ponstant  at* 
tention ;  but  practiou  men  affirm,  that,  in  a  pure  warm 
atream  of  water,  the  process  of  dissolution  will  fire* 
quent^  be  completed  in  five  or  six  days. 

In  Russia  three  weeks  are  allowed  for  steepfaig 
where  the  water  is  not  very  cold;  but  if  cold,  ae  in 
rivers  and  springs,  fky,  and  sometimes  six  weeks  are 
found  to  be  necessary.  To  ascertain  whether  the 
hemp  be  sufficiently  steeped,  a  head  is  taken  out  of 
the  pound,  dried,  and  beat,  and  if  the  husk  comes  QfS, 
the  hemp  ia  considered  as  having  been  suffidentlj 
steeped.  It  is,  then,  taken  out  of  the  pound  and  sue- 
ponded  upon  sticks  placed  horizontally  for  .the  purpose 
of  drying ;  after  remaining  in  the  open  air  in  this  sit- 
uation about  a  fortnight^  it  is  removed  and  put  inU^  a 
kiln,  where  it  is  suffered  to  remain  twenty 'four  hours. 
It  is  then  ready  for  breaking,  which  operation  is  per* 
formed  by  means  of  a  hand  mill ;  alter  thia  is  done, 
the  husk  is  beaten  off  by  striking  the  heads  obliquely 
with  iron  and  wooden  instruments  of  the  shape  of  a 
large  two-edged  knife ;  finally,  it  is  drawn  through  a 
wooden  comb,  with  one  row  of  wide  wooden  teeth,  for 
the  purpose  of  unravelling  and  cleaning  it. 

As  to  the  climate  and  soil  best  adapted  to  the  cui« 
ture  of  hemp,  it  may  be  observed  that  it  is  raised  both 
in  the  frigid  and  torrid  xone,  apd  that  aqy  soil,  if  not 
wet,  may  be  made  to  yield  hemp,  ajthough  the  richer 
the  soil  the  better,  and  a  flat  country  is,  for  this  pur- 
pose, to  be  preferred.  On  the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  Mie> 
sissippi,  Susquehanna,    Potomac,  James  river,  and 


98T 


HISTORY  OF  GOITGEBBB. 


m 


H.  OF  R. 


CuUure  of  Bsmp. 


Febmait.  1811 


«tiMr  pirte  of  the  Uaited  SistM,  there  it  m  ahandeiice 
i»f  imnd  peeuliarly  adapted  to  the  cultare  of  hemp. 

Aa  to  the  certatnty  and  profit  of  a  crop  of  hemp,  it 
ia  belieYcd  that  no  crop  ia  moro  certain  when  fown  in 
ground  adapted  to  it,  and  to  the  grower  it  yield*  a 
profit  anpenoir  to  meet  articlea,  and  ayeeeded  bat  by 
few ;  an  acre  of  ground  wrtil  ploughed,  harrowed,  and 
manured,  will  yield  a  thouiand  pounds  of  dean  faiamp, 
worth,  when  properly  cored  and  dneeeed,  from  $100  to 
$160-HMMnetimeB  $200.  The  labor  and  neoeaMry 
buildings  required,  in  the  eowing,  preaerring  uid  pro- 
paring  for  market  a  crop  of  hemp,  aro  intfondderAble 
wlian  compared  with  aome  other  arUdea,  and  eapectally 
tobaeoD,  while  the  proflt  ia  greater  and  die  injury  done 
to  the  soil  mudi  lose. 

From  a  dispoeitian-to  encoarage  the  eotturo  of  hemp, 
eoidige  made  of  Ameriean  hemp  has  been  brought 
into  uae  in  our  Navy.  F6r  atanding  and  running  rig- 
giag,  and  indeed  for  meal  other  purpoaee,  excepting 
eaMca,  it  is  found  to  anawer  Tory  well,  even  when  made 
of  •<  dew-rotted"  hemp.  Of  the  "  water-rotted"  hemp, 
we  have  not  yet  been  ahlo  to  pr^euro  a  aufllelont 
ifuantity  to  jnatify  our  exelnding  the  uae  of  Ruaia 
hemp»  eapecially  for  cablae.  American  ^  watar-rotled" 
hemp  is  no  doubt  equal  in  all  respects  to  the  beat  Raa» 
aia  hiemp;  indeed,  I  rather  incline- to  think  it  aupooor. 
Upon  this  poin^  howev!er«  the  samplea  herowith  aaiU 
will  enable  you  to  form  an  opinion. 

Nok  I  is  a  sample  of  American  **  wmer-rotted^^henp 
grown  on  Blannerhassett's  island. 

No.  S  is  a  sample  of  Ruasia  hemp,  deliTerod  to  me 
by  a  ropemaker  as  the  but  kind  of  Ruesla.  In  this, 
however,  I  incline  to  think  there  must  be  aome  mis- 
tafca^  though  it  is  certainly  good  hemp. 

No  8  is  a  sample  of  American  ''dew-^tted"  hemp, 
grown  in  Botetourt  coun^*,  Virginia. 

Upon  examining  these  samples,  you  will,  t  believe, 
find  the  opinion  which  I  have  ventured  to  express  with 
respect  to  the  mode  of  dressing  hemp  confirmed  in  a 
great  measure.  The  great  difference  between  "water- 
rotted"  and  «  dew-rotted"  hemp,  will  be  obvious  to  you 
from  such  examination. 

American  •*  dew-rotted"  hemp,  being  of  a  dark  color, 
frequently  neither  broke  nor  scutched  as  it  ought  to 
be,  and  brought  to  maikc^  without  being  properiy  em- 
baled,  does  not,  in  such  cases,  command  a  good  price 
in  our  markets.  These  aro  the  causes,  and  this  the 
efi^t.  The  growers  of  hemp  ought  not,  however,  to 
be  discouraged  by  this  citcumstenoe.  They  should 
remember  that,  in  removihg  the  cause,  the  efiect  wxH 
eeaae;  and  they  ma^  be  assured  that,  if  their  hemp' is 
properly  prepared,  it  wiH  always  command  a  price 
equal  to  the  hemp  of  Russia,  probably  superior.  For 
tny  own  part,  as  Becrotary  of  the  Navy,  I  can  only  say, 
that  in  such  case  I  should  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  give 
•  dedded  preference  to  hemp  of  our  own  growth. 

The  quanti^  of  hemp  raised  in  our  country  in- 
creases every  year,  and  no  doubt  exists,  that  in  a  very 
diort  period  of  time,  enough  will  be  raised  to  supply 
eveiy  public  and  private  demand  lor  all  the  purposes 
to  which  it  is  applicable. 

The  desiderata  to  be  obtained  appear  to  me  to  be, 
to  persuade  our  countrymen  to  relinquish  the  prevail- 
ing pernicious  practice  of  **  dew  rotting,"  and  to  adopt 
that  practice  which  the  experience  of  other  nations 
has  approved,  namely,  the  steeping  in  water:  this 
done,  they  will  soon  find  their  advantage  in  the  change, 
and  thus  a  new.  and  powerful  impulse  will  be  given  to 
the  culture  of  this  valuable  artide. 


8hoo!d  you  think  it  espedient  to  oftr  to;  indoos- 
mente  to  produce  this  change  in  the  manner  e(  droa- 
ing  our  hemp*  whence  would  fiow  such  hap^  cIbcu, 
permit  mo  to  obaerf  e,  that  the  only  one  whicfa,  at  ihii 
limci  oecun  to  me  as  coming  within  the  range  of  nj 
official  duties  to  execute,  would  he  an  annatt  spfst- 
priatioa  by  Congress  of  a  sum  of  money  easbling  nx 
to  contract  for  a  Aipply  of  Ameriean  hemp  tad  oa 
vass  for  the  use  of  our  Navy.  Should  this  plan  k 
approved,  the  appropriations  should  be  made  in  tm 
to  admit  of  contracts  being  formed  prior  to  the  coo- 
mencement  of  the  season  for  cropping;  and  the  lint 
appropriation  shoirid  be  made  distinct  fnta  ether  tp> 
propriatlona,  or  it  might  he  added  to  the  estimttet  fe 
the  current  year  in  the  first  instance.  This  would  it 
Toive  aa  fppropiialiDn  ia  the  flnt  ytear  oxeeediag  th 
amount  required  in  that  year  fiir  the  expensis  sf  Ik 
Navy,  but  it  would  be  a  provision  for  the  eaittaf 
year,  and  the  amount  might  be  deducted  from  the  eri^ 
matea  of  the  ensuing  year.  The  pi6priety  of  this  po- 
vision  will  readily  occur  to  you,  when  I  sUte  the  ad 
that  it  would  not  be  poeaiblei  at  this  time,  to  contns 
for  these  articles,  delivereble  in  time  to  be  used  withs 
the  year ;  they  could  not  be  defivered  till  after  the 
crops  of  this  year  shall  have  been  gathered  and  pif' 
pared  for  market  In  the  contracto  which  might  t&a 
be  made,  it  would  become  my  duty,  in  execotioi « 
the  ol^et  of  Congreas,  to  stipulate  that  the  hasp 
should  be  steeped  in  water  inatead  of  being  expssed  a 
daws;  and,  upon  goodsacuriQr  being  given,  a  portkn, 
not  exceeding  one>fourth  or  one^ird  of  the  snostf 
of  each  oontruit,  might  he  adtanced.  Thess  eootradi 
being  judiciously  distributed  in  diAront  psiliof  tiM 
country,  and,  what  would  be  just,  a  higher  priei  being 
given  than  ^'dew-rottad"  hemp  would  conusaoiit 
would  not  be  unreaionable  to  expect  that  a  speit  of 
emulation—- ahraya  uaeful  to  public  improvenefltf- 
would  be  axoited,  and  petwarfhtly  aasbt  in  explodiDg 
present  errors  and  in  producing  the  change  in  thi 
dressing  of  hemp;  which;  i^  my  opinion,  vreold  «■» 
tially  pramoto  individual  and  national  pnspsrity. 

Some  few  of  our  eovatrymen  do,  at  this  time,  I  an 
told,  entertein  apprehensions  that  our  markets  wiH  be 
overstocked  with  American  hemp,  and  that  the  price 
will  be  greatly  diminished.  Thia  admitted,  tbej  hrn 
it  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  importation  of  all  fi» 
eign  hemp,  by  makin|r  theim,  in  all  respecta,  eqoal  t* 
foreign  hemp.  This,  indeed,  in  a  national  riew,  would 
be  an  important  point  gained.  But  when  it  b  co&sid' 
ered  to  what  a  variety  of  purposes  hemp  is  applicable: 
that  we  aro  at  this  time  greatly  dependent  upon  (n- 
eign  countries  for  hemp,  for  canvass,  and  hnenaof 
various  kinds  made  of  hemp  ;  that  there  exists  a  spint 
of  patriotism  and  of  persevering  industry  leadj  to  be 
exerted,  when  fit  opportunities  shall  present,  to  shake 
00"  this  dependence ;  that  if  more  hemp  shoold  be 
raised  than  will  be  r^uired  for  cordage,  factories  ef 
canvass  and  linens  will  neccMarily  be  rstablishei 
Such  apprehensions  lose  their  force,  and  yield  to  reflet 
tions  and  anticipations  of  the  nuMt  agreeable  natnie. 

A  comprehensive  view  of  this  sultject  leads  us  ts 
cherish  the  expecUtion  that  the  United  HUitt  will,  tt 
no  Very  distent  period,  beoome  exporters  of  hemp, « 
they  now  are  of  every  other  description  of  naval  stow 
and  of  cotton ;  and  that  the  individuals  who  raise  it 
will,  like  those  who  raise  other  naval  stores  and  cotton, 
experience  all  the  beneficial  cfiecta  resulting  then* 
from. 

These  observations  are  submitted  to  yov,  sir, with 
all  the  diffidence  which  the  novelty  of  the  snlgect  flit- 
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rally  ascites,  and  with  the  hops  that  they  mey  he  laie- 
il  in  aiding  your  deliberatione  upon  the  highly  inter- 
iting  question  now  under  youx  consideration. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be«  &c. 

PAUL  Hamilton. 

Hon.  Thomas  Nswtoit,  &c« 

Mr.  LtoKj  after  some  preliminary  remarks 
iibmitced  the  following  resolution: 

Jieaoived,  That  additional  or  original  duties  ought 
>  be  laid  on  the  importation  of  card  wire,  hemp,  lead, 
nd  cotton,  and  upon  all  manufactures  of  which  those 
rticles  constitute  the  chief  materials. 

Mr.  Eppes  suggested  a  reference  of  the  resolu- 
too  to  the  Qommitiee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom 
(ras  referred  a  bill  on  the  subject  of  additional 
ttties. 

Mr.  Nbwton  stated  that  a  k'esolnrion  on  the 
ubject  of  hemp  having  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manafactures,  they 
lad  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  on  the 
ubject,  from  whom  a  t'eporf  had  been  receif  ed  of 
!ODsiderable  interest,  which  oti^ht  to  be  referred 
o  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Lyon's^esolatioa  was  referred  as  mored. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
►ill  supplementary  to  the  act  concerning  com- 
nereisl  intercoarse,  dbc. 

f  This  act,  it  will  be  recollected,  contains  but 
me  section,  exemptinr  from  seizure  vessels  with 
heir  cargoes  which  bad  left  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain  previous  to  the  second  of  February .1 

Mr.  Eppb0  moved  ta amend  the  bill  by  adding 
o  it  the  following  sections: 

<'  8kc.  2.  And  be  it  fwrtker  enacted.  That  in  case 
Jreat  Britain  shall  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts^  as 
hat  thay  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neutial  commerce 
rf  the  United  SUtes,  the  President  of  the  United 
itates  shall  declare  the  fact  by  proclamation ;  and  such 
>roGlamatioj(l.  shall  be  admitted  as  evidence,  and  no 
tlhet  evidence  shall  be  admitted  of  such  revocation  or 
B€»dfficatioB  in  any  suit  for  prosecution  which  may  be 
nstitnted  under  the  fourth  section  of  tho  act  to  which 
his  act  is  a  soppleaient.  And  the  restrictions  im- 
soaed,  or  whidi  may  be  imposed,  by  virtue  of  the  said 
lety  shall,  from  the  date  of  such  prodamatkni,  cease 
ind  be  discontinued. 

«<  8kg.  3.  And  be  it  further  maeted,  Thatuntil  the 
proclamation  aforesaid  shall  have  been  issued,  the  sev- 
oral  provisions  of  ^he  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  ssventh, 
Bighth,  ninth,  tenth,  and  eighteenth  sections  of  tba 
%cU  entitled  *  An  act  to  interdict  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
and  France  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,' shall  have  full  force,  and  be  immediately  carri^ 
into  effect  against  Britain,  her  colonies^  dependencies, 
ftc  Provided  however^  That  any  vessel  or  merchan- 
dise which  may  in  pursnance  thereof  be  seized,  prior 
to  the  faeC  being  ascertained,  whether  Great  Britain 
■hall,  on  or  before  the  second  day  of  Februair,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  have  revoked  or 
modified  her  edicts  in  the  manner  abavenientioned» 
■hall  nevertheless  be  restored  on  application  of  the 
parties,  on  their  giving  bond  with  approved  sureties  to 
the  United  States,  in  sum  equal  to  the  value  thereof  to 
abide  the  deeisi^n  of  the  proper  ooart  of  the  United 


States  thereon ;  and  aay  sueh  bond  shall  be  consid- 
ered as  satisfied  if  Great  Britain  shall,  on  or  before  the 
second  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  elevoa,  have  revoked  or  modified  her  edicts  in  the 
manner  abovementioned." 

Mr.  £.  said  it  would  be  seen  that,  iii  the  present 
state  of  oar  laws,  thene  was  no  provisioD  that  the 
non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain  should  cease, 
if,  after  the  third  day  of  March,  she  also  should 
so  revoke  os modify  her  edicts  as  that  they  should 
cease  to  violate  our  lawful  commerce.  One  of 
the  objects  of  bis  amendment  was  to  provide  for 
that  contingency.  Aooiher  provision  of  the 
vamendment  went  to  remove  doubts  wbiph  might 
exist  in  the  mfiods  of  some  as  to  the  operation  of 
the  law  of  Ma^  last,  and  which  might  give  rise 
to  vexatious  sutts.  Tlte  committee  had  thought 
it  proper  that  in  this  case  the  Legislatnie  should 
step  forward  and  decide ;  that  it  was  f^ot  consist* 
eot  with  the  responsibility  they  owed  to  the  conn* 
munity  to  turn  over  to  the  judicial  iribanals  the 
decision  of  the  question  whether  the  non-inter- 
course was  in  force  or  not.  These  sections)  Mr. 
E.  remarked,  together  with  the  provisions  now 
before  the  House,  were  calculated  to  preserve 
precisely  the  present  attitudeof  the  United  States, 
and-  to  wait  lor  events  to  authorise  a  change  of 
it.  .  If  anv  such  course  should  be  taken  as  was 
proposed  \>y  a  repeal  of  the  law  of  May  last,  in 
what  situation,  he  aslted,  should  we  stand  both  as 
respects  Great  Britain  and  France  ?  -You  have 
by  law  proposed  to  both  certain  cdodiiioos;  and, 
before  the  arrival  of  the  period  allowed  to  Great 
Britain  for  the  repeal  of  her  orders,  you  would 
sweep  from  your  statute  book  all  the  provisions 
relating  to  the  subject.  What  would  be  the  op- 
eration of  such  a  step  as  to  the  other  nation  ? 
At  a  time  when  there  is  no  doubt  that  her  decrees 
will  be  revoked,  and  that  at  present  tbev  ceaaa 
to  have  their  operation,  you  revoke  the  law  on 
the  faith  of  which  the  rev oeatton  is  made !  The 
proposed  meaaore  will  preserve  our  present  atti- 
tude ;  and  as-  it  is  freed  from  the  provisions  (ob- 
jectionable to  some)  for  enforcing  more  rigidly 
the  non-intercourse,  and  is  yet  such  a  course  as 
will  comport  with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the 
nation,  I  hope  there  will  be  no  objectloo  to  it. 
Uavioff  been  always  myself  in  favor  of  the  prin- 
ciple ot  the  bill,  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  it  and 
for  the  additional  sections*  I  consider  it  impor- 
tant that  the  decision  should  beat  once  made,  as 
vessels  are  daily  arriving.  The  collectors  are  at 
present  liable  to  suits  to  an  inimen&e  aum ;  and 
it  is  proper  that  the  responsibility  should  in  such 
a  case'  rest  on  the  principal  rather  than  the  agents. 
I  therefore  hope  the  bill  will  be  passed  to  a  third 
reading  this  daf • 

Mr.  Lyon  said  he  was  one  of  those  wbo  thought 
that  the  national  faith  had  not  been  constitutionaU 
ly  pledged ;  that  they  were  never  authorized,  as  a 
component  part  of  the  Legislature,  to  give  such 
a  power  to  another  branch  of  the  Legislature  or 
to  the  Executive.  What  had  been  received  from 
France  to  make  this  law  a  contract?  A  declar- 
ation that  her  decrees  were  revoked,  and  should 
not  operate  after  the  firnt  of  Norember.    Waa 
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thin  true?  He  presaoied  it  wa3  not.  Theae- 
eounts  from  Europe  amounted  to  this:  that  our" 
Teasels  are  to  remain  sequestered  until  the  second 
day  of  February,  and  then  to  receive  their  final 
doom.  Are  we,  said  he.  to  he  charged 'with  a 
breach  of  good  faith  for  tne  refusal  on  their  part 
Co  fulfil  their  deelaratfoir  or  promise?  What 
could  be  expected  to  be  the  ultimate  fate  of  these 
vessels  ?  That  they  would  be  sold,  and  rhe  pro- 
ceeds deposited  in  the  Imperial  treasury,  d^c. 

Mr.  Bibb 'said  it  was  certainly  far  from  his  in* 
tention  lo  throw  any  embarrassment  in  the  way 
of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  but  he 
was  unwilling  to  act  on  this  matter  without  due 
deliberation,  and  therefore  moved  that  the'  bill 
and  amendments  should  lie  on  the  table.  The 
subject  was  not  so  urgent  that  one  day  would  be 
a  matter  of  any  j^reat  consequence. 

Mr.  Eppbs  said  be  had  no  objection  Co  the 
motion. 

Mr.  GoLDBBOBODOH  made  a  motion  to  refer  it 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr,  MuMFOVD  stated  that  it  was  his  intention, 
when  the  bill  should  come  under  consideration, 
to  move  the  following  amendment  to  it: 

Prcvidtdi  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
oonstnied  to  aflect  the  cargoes  of  ships  or  ▼essels  wholly 
owned  by  a  citizen  or  citisens  of  the  United  States, 
which  had  cleared  out  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or 
for  any  other  port  beyond  the  same,  prior  to  the  lOtb 
of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 

He  said  lie  had  inserted  the  lOth  of  November 
to  allow  time  for  the  arrival  of  the  proclamation 
at  the  diflferent  ports. 

The  motion  for  the  bill  to  lie  on  the  table  was 
negatived— 53  to  42. 

fi  Wis  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole — 
52  to  51— and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow. 

JOHN  MACNAMARA. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  JohuMacDamara  was 
tead  a  third  time.    [The  bill  goes  to  relieve  this 

S^rson  from  a  penalty  for  bringing  to  the  United 
cates  eiiles  from  Cuba  and  their  slaves.] 

Mr.  Randolph  opposed  the  bill  on  the  ground 
of  the  danger  of  giving  any  the  least  license  to 
Che  introduction  of  slaves  into  this  country,  or 
of  the  maroons,  brigands,  or  cut-throats  from  St. 
Domingo,  or  elsewhere.  He  alluded  to  the  late 
Ivarninff  the  House  had  received  in  the  occurren- 
ces in  the  neighborhood  of  New  Orleans,  which, 
he  said,  ought  to  call  on  alt  orders  of  men  in  the 
State  to  (kscountenance  any  retaxatioo  of  our 
laws  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Cbbvbs  entertained  the  same  general  sen- 
timents as  Mr.  Randolph,  but  this  was  a  pecu- 
*^liar  case  of  hardship,  where  a  captain,  ignorant 
of  our  laws,  had,  from  the  mere  impuli^e  of  hu- 
manity, without  any  other  compensation  4han 
the  ^ratification  of  that  sentiment,  brought  a 
number  of  these  people  from  Nassau. 

Mr.  Rhea  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill  on 
the  same  grounds  as  Mr.  Randolph. 

Mr.  Newton  stated  the  circumstances  of  this 
case ;  that  a  law  was  already  in  existence  which 


would  have  atlerded  relief,  had  the  importation 
been  direct  from  Cuba ;  but  the  slaves  having 
been  circuiCously  brought  from  Cuba,  via  Nas- 
sau, this  case  was  taken  out  the  leope  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Cmeves  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
a  view  io  insert  a  provision  reqairiog  the  re-ex- 
portaUon  from  the  Uaited  States  of  the  slara 
thus  introduced. 

After  debate,  the  motion  wu  agreed  to,  and 
the.bill  recommitted. 


.   Fhidat,  February  22. 

The  Spbakek  laid  before  the  House  a  resolv* 
tioD  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Keatockf. 
declaring  the  assent  of  that  State  to  the  ameai* 
meiu  proposed  bj  Congress  at  their  last  sesuos 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  repcci- 
inff  titles  of  nobility. 

Mr.  Van  Horn,  from  the  Committee  for  iIk 
District  of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  aothoriziif 
the  President  and  Managers  of  the  Potomac  Bridft 
Company,  to  draw  a  lottery  or  lotteriea  witbiaiM 
District  or  Columbia ;  which  was  read  twi6e.tai 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoa« 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "Ai 
act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  ^Aa  actsi^ 
piemen  tar  y  to  the  act  concerning  Consuls  asi 
Vice-Consuls,  and  for  the  further  protectioo « 
American  seamen^'' with  amendments ;  asJabill. 
entitled  *' An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regu- 
late the  laying  out  and  making  a  road  fronCQai- 
berland,  in  the^tate  of  Maryland,  to  the  Sim 
of  Ohio ;"  as  also  a  bill,  entitled  **"  An  act  loet* 
tend  the  rij^ht  of  suflfrage  in  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, and  (or  other  purposes;"  to  which  ametti- 
ments  and  bills  they  desire  the  eoncarrencepf 
this  House* 

CLAIM  OF  LIEUTENANT  KNIGHT. 

• 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Simeon  Knight  n 
read  a  third  time.    [The  bill  authorizes  the  r- 

rftyment  to  Mr.  Knight  of  a  sum  of  money  paidbf 
tm  to  (General  Wilkinson,  under  the  orders^ 
the  War  Department,  for  extra  rations,  dbc.,allov* 
ance  of  which  he  is  refused  by  the  Acconoiait 
of  rhe  War  Department.  The  bill  also  cootiia 
a  provision  that  this  bill  shall  not  be  held  tostM- 
tion  any  such  payment  as  Jepl.l 

Mr.  Wbight  moved  that  it  sboold  lie  on  tiie 
table.  His  object  was  to  move  a  resolution  reqairio^ 
the  President  to  lay  before  the  House  a  statemni 
of  the  pay  of  the  respective  Brigadier  Genenls< 
Motion  lost— 46  to  41. 

Mr.  W.  then  opposed  the  billon  account  q(^ 
proviso  which  it  contained..  He  weat  iotoi 
lengthy  detail  to  show  that,  whilst  Qeoeral  Wil*; 
kioson,  the  oldest  brigadier,  received,  uader  <k 
law  of  ISOd,  but  two  thousand  seven  hondrt^ 
dollars  at  most;  the  two  inferior  or  yoooge 
brigadiers,  under  the  law  of  1808,  received  foa 
thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-two  dollaii 
each,  dbc. 

Mr«  Root  also  opposed  the  bill  at  length  m 
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;be  nme  c^roonds. '  He  ^d-  rfttbf  r  Mcrifiee  th« 
odividuai,  jost  as  his  eUim  mi|^hr  be,  ihao  s^cri- 
ice  great  principles.  He  could  Dot'coDseot,  he 
laid,  to  take  shelter  behind  this  yonng  man,  Mr. 
Slnigiit,  to  assassinate  the  reputation  of  the  late 
President  and  Secretary  of  War^nder  wbose 
aoctioQ  (he  payment  of  General  Wilkinson  bad 
)een  made. 


of  the  law.  He  was  opposed  to  aitjr  modifieation 
of  the  agreement  with  Franc^  and  desiroas  to 
carry  it  into  full  effect.  Had  Crreat  Britain  done 
the  same,  he  would  have  shown  the  same  dis- 
position as  to  her. 

Mr.  £ppE8  said  he  eoAsidered  it  no  part  of 
the  compact  or  agreement  with  France,  that  if. 
Qreat  Britain  should  not  revoke  her  orders  before 


Messrs.  Lov£  and  PoifiDBXTER  spoke  against   the  second  of  February,  we  were  to  remain  in  a 


=v* 


.ca. 


he  bill,  and  Mr.  GoLnsBoaotuia  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  SouTHAAn  mot^  its  indefinite  nostpone- 
neot.— For  indefinite  postponement  fio,  against 
1 53,  as  follows :     .  . 

YsAS— Lamael  J.  AMon.  W>ln»  AJston,  jim.i.  WM- 
iam  Andsrsoa,  £sekiei  Baeolr«  BavU  Bard,  Wilfiain 
AT.  Bibb,  Adam  Boydi  Robert  Brown,  William  A> 
inrwell,  WilUam  Botler,  Jesaph  Calboaa,  Ijmgdott 
ybevea,  Matthew  Clay>  James  Coahrani  Willtam 
)niw§9tdt  Rieliaid  CutCs,lobn  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha, 
ohn  W.  Eppes,  William  findley,  Mediack  Fraok]in« 
Unillsi  Gametty  (Sideon  Ganlner,  David  8.  Oarlaadi 
rhomas  GholflOQ,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  Holland, 
acob  Hufty,  William  Kennedy,  J<yia  l>»ve»  Asmq 
lyle,  Nathaatel  Macon,  Alexaader  Mc]Cim,  William 
4cKinleyt  John  Monigomery*  Nicholas  it  Mqore, 
vardoB  &  Mttmlbvd,  Thomas  Kswbold,  Thamas  New* 
Ni,  John  Porter  John  Rhea  ef*  Tennessee,  Matlhiv 
tichard%  Samuel  RinffgMd,  John  Itoaiie,  Erastus 
Uot,  Bbeneaer  Bag»,  Bamnal  8baw,  John  fimilie, 
Seorge  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Sontbard,  Riehard 
Haolbid,  Jacob  Swoope,  J^n  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
horge  M.Xroap,  Charles  TBrtter,Jon»JSobartWeak- 
»y,  Robert  Whijtehill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
^riffht* 

NATSc-^oaeiiih  AUen,  William  T.  Barry,  Abgah 
ligelow,  Daniel  BlaisdeU,  Jamas  Breckeniidfe,  John 
I  Chamberlain,  Bpaphroditos  Cbampkm,  Martin 
Ihittenden,  John  Davenport,  jua.,  William  B^,  Jamsf 
imott»  Barent  Gardenier,  Charles  Goldsboroui^, 
liomaa  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
)sniel  Heiater,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  EbeneserHont- 
Afton,  Richard  flaokaoa»  Jan.,  Robert  Jenkins.  Philip 
I.  Key,  Hesman  Kniekarbaeker,  Jeaaph  Lewis,  jnn., 
iobert  Le  Roy  Livingstoi^  Vincent  Matthews,  PlMa* 
At  M.  MUler,  WUUam  MUnor,  Samuel  L./Mitehill« 
Phomas  Moon,  Jonathan  0*  Mosehiy,-  Joseph  Pear* 
ten,  Benjamin  Piekman,  jnn.,  Timolky  Pitkin,  jnn«, 
Pster  B»  Porter,  Slisha  R.  Palter,  Josiah  Quinc?,  John 
loss,  Thomas  Sanunons,  Daniel  Bheifey,  Deaaia  Smel^ 
Fehn  8taniey»  James  Stephenson,  Lewie  B.  Storfes^ 
iamnel  Tamatt,  Bei^aaun  TaHmadge,  Nidbolas  Van 
Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KilUan  K.  Van  Bensee- 
Bar,  Laban  Wheatea,  I^akiel  Whitman^  JaMs  Wil- 
ion,  and  Robert  Witherapoon. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSB. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppe0.  the  Hoase  resoked 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
supplementary  to  the  act  concerning;  commercial 
intercourse,  Ac. 

Mr.  Rbea,  of  Tennessee,  moved- to  amend  the 
amendment,  ofiered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Enpes,  so 
as  to  provide  that  if,  btfore  the  second  of  Febru- 
ary  la»t,  Qreat  Britain  shall  have  so  revoked  or 
modified  her  edicts,  ^Q,,ihen^  and  in  that  ca$e 
(ndy^  should  the  President  issue  his  proclamation 
suspend iog  the  non-iotercodFse,  dbc-   He  said  he 


state  of  non-intercoorse  with  her  forever.  If 
she.  should  -revoke  her  orders,  as  was  possible,  it 
must  be  the  wish  of  every  man  that,  the  moment 
the  fact  was  known,  the  non-intercourse  should 
be  withdrawnv  The  Legislature  might  not  at 
the  time  be  in  sesstoti^and  the  bill  would  vest  the 
power  in  the  President  durki^  the  recess  to  de* 
clare  the  faiet  oa  which  their  revocation  de* 
pended.  * 

Messrs.  Wright  and  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  sup* 
ported  the  motion  \  and  Mr.  Eppes  replied. 

The  Con^mittee,  without  taking  aquestron,rer 
ported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  bill, 
passed  by  the  two  Houses,  eblitled^  '^  An  act  in- 
corporating the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in 
the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia," which  was  returned  by  the  President 
yesterday,  with  objections;  when  an  adjourn- 
meat  being  called  ior,  was  curicd« 


Satokoat,  Febmary  28. 

f  he  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameqd- 
ments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled '*An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  concerning  Consuls 
and  Vice-ConsuIs,  and  for  the  further  proteetioa 
of  American  seamen ;"  add  the  same  being  raftd^ 
were  concurred  id  by  the  House* 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  An  act  in 
addition  to  the  'Act  to  r^ulate  the  laWnar  oirt 
and  making  a  road  from  Cud)berland,  In  toe  State 
Qi  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio  f  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commit  tee  of  the  Whole 
on  Monday  next! 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
extend  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory, and  for  other  purposes ;"  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  whom  wasreferrcnd  the  report  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on  &  resolution  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil and  House  of  Represeotatives  of  the  Indiana. 
Territory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoKbb,  the  select  commit- 
tee appointed  the  twenty-third  ultimo,  on  the  me- 
morial of  WilHam  Limbert,  were  discharged  \, 
and  the  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  this 

House. 

Mr.  Weakley  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  We^it  Tennessee,  prgyiog  the  adop- 
tion of  such  measures  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment as  wilt  secure  to  them  the  free  and  upmo- 

^ ^ lested  navigation  of  the  Mobile  and  Tombigbee 

wished  to'avoid  any  diffictiily  in  the  construcUoa  I  rivers,  of  which  ibey  are  now  deprived  by  the 
llthCoN.  3d'Sjiss.--33 
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Pbubdaiy^ISH. 


interference  of  the  fQdiAQs.^Referred   to  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

RETURNED  BILL. 
The  House  resumed  the  recoDsideration  of  the 


lumbia,"  which  was  presented  for  approbation 
on  Thursday,  the  14ih  instant^  and  returned  by 
the  President  on  the  21st  instant,  with  objections. 
The  t^aid  bill  was  read  at  the  ClerVs  tableland 
is  as  follows : 

An  act  for  incorporating  t|ie  Protegtant  Epiuopal 
Church  in  the  town  of  Alexandria*  an  the  Diatrictof 
Columbia. 

Be  a  madid  by  the  Senaie  and  HoU9e  of  Regrt-^ 
emtaiivei  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  CoU" 
Wrese  assembled,  That  the  Minitter  and  Vestry  of  the 
IProtestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  town,  of  Alexan- 
dria, in  the  district  pf  Columbia,  which  was,  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nine,  associated  as  a  religious  society,  be,  and  their 
ouceessors  are  hereby,  declared  and  made  a  body  cor- 
porate and  politic,  by  the  name,  style,  and  title, 
of  the  Minister  and  Vestry  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  of  the  town  of  Alexandria ;  and  by  the  name, 
style,  and  title,  aforesaid,  they,  and  their  succestfors, 
ahall  forever  lawfully  have,  hold,  use,  and  enjoy,  all 
and  every  tract  and  tracts  of  land,  already  belonging 
to  the  said  Church,  which  is  now,  or  which  may  here- 
after be,  acquired  by  donation  ojr  pnrchase;  the  Church 
^already  built,  with  tlie  burying  ground  belonging  to 
the  same,  with  their  hereditaments  and  appurtenances ; 
and  all  books  and  other  property  heretofore,  and  that 
may  hereaflsr  be,  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  said 
Church,  to  the  sole  and  proper  use  and  benefit  of  the 
said  Church,  agreeable  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
fbr  which  any  of  the  said  property  was  ot  may  be  pur- 
chased or  given ;  and  by  the  name,  style,  and  title, 
aforesaid,  they  shall  be  capable  in  Jaw  to  hold,  main* 
tain,  and.  recover,  all  their  estates,  rights,  and  property, 
belonging  thereto,  and  to  sue  and  bebtted,pUadand  be 
implstded,  answer  and  be  answered,  defend  and  be  de* 
iended,  in  all  suits,  controvenies,  louses,  actions,  mat- 
ters, and  things,  whether  they  be  actions  of  debt»  as- 
sumpsit, ejectment,  trespass,  or  bill  in  chanceiy,  ia  any 
court  or  courts  of  law  or  equity,  and  befbre  any  judge 
or  justices  whatsoever,  and  shall  have  one  c<^ramon  seal 
and  perpetual  succession ;  and  the  service  of  process 
Upon  the  churchwardens  shall  he  a  sufficient  service 
npon  the  body  corporate. 

8kc.  2.  And  be  it  further  eriacted,  That,  in  all  pro- 
ceedings of  the  aforesaid  minister  and  vestry,  all  mat- 
ters shall  be  decided  by  a  majority  of  the  votes ;  and 
the  said  minister  shall  in  no  cato  have  a  negative  on 
the  proceedings  ofthe  said  corporation,  except  when 
his  vote  shall  be  with,  or  make  a  majority  of,  the  votesi 
present,  at  any  meeting  of  the  said  corporation. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
minister  and  vestry,  by  the  name  and  style  aforesaid, 
shall  hav^  good  right,  full  power,  and  lawful  authority 
to  have,  take,  receive,  acquire,  purchase,  hold,  use,  and 
enjoy,  all  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  and  all 
goods  and  chattels ;  and  to  demise,  alien,  improve,  and 
lease,  not  only  the  lands  which  they  now  have,  but 
which  they  may  hereafter  acquire;  and  to  use  and 
improve  such  goods  and  chattels,  to  the  use  and  bene 


of  shall  not  exceed  six  thoosaiid  doUan,  any  law,  ange, 
or  ciistomv  to  the  contrary  notwithstsndiog.  Aodit 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  minister  «ai  ym- 
tiy  of  the  said  church,  to  seU  any  of  the  said  propatj, 
real  or  personal,  which  at  this  time  lawfallj  belongi  ts 
the  aaid  church,  or  the  interest  which  the  said  ckarch 
may  have  in  any  property,Teal  or  personal,  or  which  may 
hereafter  belong  to  it,  for  the  purpose  of  appljing  the 
proceeds  thereof  to  the  purpose  of  erecting  anew  rhorch, 
or  repairing  the  ptesent  one,ibr  the  use  oftheiiid  congi» 
gation  or  building,  or  repairing  dwelling  or  other  houm, 
for  the  use  of  their  minister,,  or  school  houses,  witbifl 
the  said  ^ town  of  Alexandris,  or  in  any  other  wajor 
manner  as  they  shall,  from  time  to  time,  thiDk  nM» 
sary  fir  the  heRsAt  of  the  said  chordi :  Frvfidtd,  Tk 
nothing  in  thb  act  shall  be  constmed  so  ss  to  afiect 
the  rights  or  daim  of  any  person  or  persons,  coastf « 
parish,  ia  or  to  any  property  now  in  posseanon  of  tk 
said  church,  dr  claimed  by  it. 

8xc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  the  minster, 
or  in  ease  of  his  absence,  or  of  a  vacancy,  the  chortfc* 
wardens,  shall  call  a  meeting  of  the  vastly  as  often  a 
it  shall  be  deemed  necessary;  seven  of  whom  ihalik 
a  sufficient  number  to  constituto  a  meeting  for  the  &• 
patch  of  business,  and  shsll  have  power  (except  if 
the  election  of  a  minister,  or  of  demising,  alienatittg: 
or  leasing  of  land,  in  which  casesy  a  concurreoce  of  i 
msjority  ofthe  whote- number  elected  shall  bencco- 
sary,)  to  make  such  rules  and  orders,  fttf  the  msaa^ 
all  th^  temporal  aflairs  of  the  said  church,  as  thej^ori 
majority  of  them  so  met,  shall  agrso  upon,  and  abiB 
think  most  conducive  to  the  interest  and  propertjof 
the  said  church ;  and  shall  have  thedispositien  aBd«r> 
dering  of  all  payments  of  the  moneys  belonging  t»  the 
said  church,  and  also  of  the  appointment  of  a  derk, 
treasurer,  collector,  and  sexton,  wlienever  they  judge  it 
necessary,  and  the  said  dark,  treasnrer,  collector,  as^ 
sexton,  at  their  plessure  to  remove,  and  appoint  otbes 
in  ^heir  stead ;  all  which  ordera,  rules,  and  appoioi- 
menu,  together  with  the  accounts  of  the  said  chonlt. 
the  said  vestry  shall  cause  to  be  fairly  entered  and  pf» 
served  in  well  bound  books,  to  be  provided  for  that  p«^ 
pose ;  and  shall  deliver  the  said  books,  with  the  papsi 
and  doenmento  betomging  to  the  said  church,  orers 
their  saeeessors  in  ollice. 

8xc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaeted,  That,  whenem 
a  minister  and  vestrymen  are  wanting,  to  form  a  boi^ 
eorporato  and  politic  agreeable  to  Ihe  dirsctioii  of  tiiB 
act,  it  shall  he  lawful  for^any  two  reputable  mernhm 
ofthe  chmrch  to  call  together, at  the  said  chnrch,)? 
notice  duly  pablished  in  one  of  tko  aewspspen  pa^ 
Nshed  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  the  menben  ofthe 
said  chnreh,  and  there  elect,  by  a  majority  of  toIV) 
twelve  able  and  discreet  men,  membcffs  of  the  ni^ 
church,  who  shall  be  a  vestry  to  all  intents  and  porpoao, 
and  who,  with  their  minister,  or  during  a  vacancy  witii* 
out  a  ministor,  shall  be  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  bj 
the  same  name,  and  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  po«a*« 
privileges,  and  immunities,  which  are  given  by  tjui 
act  to  the  said  church. 

8xc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaeted,  That,  at  ill  elec^ 
tions  of  a  veistry  for  the  said  church,  no  person  shall  be 
allowed  to  vote  who  is  not  a  member  of,  and  who  h» 
not  actually  contributed  to  the  support  of  the  said  church, 
for  twelve  months  next  preceding  the  said  election, 
There  shall  be  elections  of  vestrymen  every  third  year. 
forever,  the  next  election  to  be  held  on  Baster  Mondar 
next,  and  all  succeeding  elections  on  the  same  daj, 
in  every  third  year  thereafter,  which  electioss  >ballhe 


fit  of  the  said  chttrch»  so  that  the  annual  increasa there- 1  held  and  oondneted  in  the  following  manner:  Vf 
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lemberB  of  the  said  chorch  aball  assemble  at  the  said 
liarcb,  or  if  there  should  be  no  church-house,  at  such 
tber  place  as  the  vestry,  for  the  lime  being,  shall  ap- 
oint  by  due  notice,  on  Easter  Monday  in  every  third 
ear,  and  then  and  there  elect  twelve  able  and  discreet 
len,  membeta  of  the  said  church,  at  vestrymen,  who 
ball  contiiiiM  in  office  Ibr  .three  years,  and  until  their 
QceesBon  b»  elected*  in  the  jntaner  aforesaid ;  two  of 
be  vestrymen  ed  Aosen,  shall,  aiinQaUy,  by  a  mi^rity 
{ the  vestry,  be  appointed  eburehirardensi  who,  or 
itber  of  them,  and  jl^eir  snoeeseon,  shall  preside  at  all 
lections  of  a  vestry,  sbaU  take  eare  that  such  elections 
le  conducted  in  a  lair  and  orderly  manner,  and  shall 
e  judges  of  the  qualifications  of  the  etectors. 

Skc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enaeied%  That^  whenever 
vacancy  or  vacancies  in  the  vestry  shall  happen,  either, 
y  death,  resignation,  quitting  the  church,  or  removal, 
\t  remaining  vestrymen,  or  a  quorum  of  them,  shall 
boose  such  person  or  persons  as  they  may  think  fit 
nd  proper,  to  supply  the  ofllce  of  such  vestryman  or 
estrymen,  who,  in  complying  with  the  rules  and  forma 
ftbe  said  ehtrrcfa,  shall  continue  In  office  until  the 
text  general  election,  eiceptiie  or  they  remove,  resign, 
r  quit  the  cbnreh  as  aforesaid. 

8kc.  8.  And  he  it  JurtJker  enaeted,  That  it  shall  and 
lay  be  lawfhl  .for  the  said  wstiy  to  make  sneh  piovi- 
ioQ  for  the  support  of  the  poor  of  the  said  cbniseh,  as 
bail  by  them  be  thonght  proper ;  and  to  provide  also, 
n  iuch  manner  as  to. them  shall  appsar  proper,  for  the 
idueation  of  ihe  poor  ehildreii  af  the  said  dltireh^ 

8ic.  9.  And  be  it  further  er^eicted,  That  the  vestry 
)f  the  said  chuitch,  two-thirds  concurring,  shall  have 
all  power  and  authority  to  remove  from  the  said  church 
.ny  miniater  guilty  of  unworthy  beoavioura  or  of  ne- 
;lecting  the  duties  of  his  office ;  and,  upon  such  re- 
ooval,  the  said  vestry  shall  have  authority  to  elect  a 
accessor. 

8ec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  and 
lay  be  lawful  for  the  said  minister  and  vestry  to  make 
Qch  rules  and  regulations,  for  the  good  management  of 
be  temporal  affairs  of  the  said  chnrdi,  ss  may  be  deemed 
J  them  most  expedient,  and  for  the  government  of  the 
aid  vestry,  and  tha  same  to  abrogate  or  alter  as  often 
» they  shall  see  fit:  Provided  mhtaye.  That  such  Yules 
indregalatftons  are  not  iBSonsistent  with,  and  sgainat 
toy  provision  of  this  act,  the  laws  of  Oimgiess,  and 
be  ConstttutMn  id  the  Unitad  States,  or  any  rule  fr 
anon  of  tha  .Piotestnnt  Bptseopal  Chntoh  of  the  State 
'f  Virginia. 

Skc.  11.  And  be  it  further  piaeted.  That, this  act 
hall  commence,  and  be  in  forces  from  and  after  the 
•assing  thereof 

JOSEPH  B.  VARNUM. 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives* 

GEORGE  CLINTON, 
Viu  President  of  the  United  States, 

■  andrresident  of  the  Senate. 

The  President's  objections  were  also  again  read ; 
md,  after  debate,  the  (juesiion  "  That  the  House, 
3Q  reconsidpratioD,  do  agree  to  pass  the  bill,"  was 
taken  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Constitution 
3f  the  United  States,  and  determined  ia  the  ne- 
gative— yeas  29,  nays  74,  as  follows: 

Vbas — Joneph  Allen,  Abijah  Bigelow,  William 
!?hamberIin,Epapbroditu8  Champion,  John  Davenport, 
r.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Hale,  William 
ielms,  Ehenezer  Huntington,  Richard  Jackvon,  jon., 
flerman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St 
i«ea  Livermoie^  Vincent  MtUhiws,  Archibald  Mo- 


Bryde,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Dennis  Smelt,  Jame« 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ben* 
jamin  Tallmadge,  John  Thompson,  Nicholas  Van 
Dyke,  Bxekiel  Whitman,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

NATS^WiKis  Alston,  jr.,  Exekiel  Baeoo,  WilUani 
T.  Barry,  WUIiam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  James 
Breckenridgo,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Barwell, 
William  BitHer,  Matthew  Olay,  James  Cochran,  Wi|* 
Uam  Crawford,  Eicbard  .Cntts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Desha,  John  W..  Eroes,  WUllain  Findley,  Msshaek 
Franklin,  Banillai  Gannett,  Oidson  Gardner,  David 
S*  Garland,  Thomas  Oholson,  PeUrson  GoodwyOt 
Edwin  Grsy,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister, 
Jacob' Hufty,  Thomaa  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Rob* 
ert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Alexander  McKim» 
William  McKinley,  Plessant  M.  Miller,  Samuel  L. 
Mitchill,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thos. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  Benjamin  Pickman,jr.,  John  Porter,  Peter 
B.  porter,' John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastiia 
Root,  John  Ross,  Ebsneier  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John. 
A.  Scndder,  Ebeneier  Scaver,  Samuel  Shaw..  Denial 
Sheffi^,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Samuel  Smithy 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley* 
Jaeoh  Swoope,  Uri  Tiacy,  George  M.  Tronp,  Charlsn 
Turner,  jr^  Archibald  Vati  Horn,  Robeit  Weakley, 
Robort  WhitahUI,  Jamaa  Wilson,  and  Robert  WrighU 

And  80  the  said  bill' Was  rejected,  two  thirda  of 
the  House  not  agreeing  to  pass  the  same. 

COMMERCUL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  \h% 
Whole,  the  eoDsrderatioti  of  the  hill  supplemen- 
tary to  the  act  coQcerDiogcomfnercial  intercourse. 

Mr.  RbeaVi  motion,  made  yesterday,  was  oeg* 
atived,  two  only  voting  in  favor  of  it. 

hir.  Rhba  raored  to  strike  out  the  first  section 
of  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Eppbb,  an* 
th6iizin^  tha  President  to  issue  his  proclamatioo 
suspending  the  nou^intercoorse  whenever  Qrent 
Britain  shall  reroke  her  Orders  in  Counotl.  He 
said  the  principle  would  exteud  to  a  hundred 
years  as  well  as  to  a  single  day  after  the  second 
of  February.    The  motion  was  lost — ayes  9. 

Mr.  LivBRnoBK  objected  to  the  principle  of 
making  the  President's  proclamation  the  proof  of 
theoecurraaoe  of  a  fact«  The  principle,  he  said, 
waa  not  to  be  fonnd  in  any  former  law,  and  waa 
contrary  to  reason  as  well. as  precedenc 

Mr.  ttppca  and  Mr.  Ross  opposed,  and  Mr* 
LivBRMORB  and  Mr.  Milnor  supported  the  ma- 
lion,  which  Was  negatived — veas  54,  nays  36. 

Mr.  WaiOBT  said  he  was  about  to  make  a  prop^ 
osition,  which,  be  hoped,  would  meet  the  appro-: 
hation  of  every  member  of  the  House.  It  waa, 
to  amend  the  section  so  as  to  read :  ^'  In  case 
'  Great  Britain  shall  make  such  arraogement  with 
'the  United  States  relative  to  the  surrender  of 
*  impressed  American  seamen  as  shall  be  satisfae* 
^  tory  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  $  and 
<  shall  M  revoke,  dbc. ;  the  President,''  dbc. 

Mr.  W.  supported  hi$  motion  by  urging  a  vari- 
ety of  coDsiderations  arisin'g  from  the  detention 
of  oar  aeaflien  ia  British  jails,  aa  he  uroied  tha 
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ships  of  war.  He  estimated ,  the  number  now  io 
this  situation  at  ten  thousand!  He  alluded  to  the 
late  impreskment  of  a  nephew^  of  a  Senator  ot 
the  United  States,  (Mr.  Rejbd.)  He  said  thef 
paid  no  disiioctiqn  to  persons^aod  would  as  sooo 
unpres^  a  member  of  this  Huuse  as  any  one-else. 

Mr.  Rhea  supported  the  motion.  Our  Minis- 
ter had  told  us  a  very  firm  tone  ought  now  to  be 
mssamed  with  that  Gaveniment,  of  which,  as  it 
aow  stood,  this  bill  would  be  rather  recreatinff 
than  otherwise.  If  the  amendment  were  adopted 
he  said,  it  wonld  at  least  serre  to  keepalife  the 
remembrance  of  those  who  appeared  i^early  to 
have  been  forgotten. 

Mr.  Lton  made  some  observations  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  inclusion  of  the  blockade  of  May, 
1806^  in  ihe  edicts  demanded  of  Great  Britain  to 
be  revoked.  That,  he  said/ was  not  authorized 
by  law;  and  this  was  to  be  another  impediment 
^     ibrown  in  the  way  of  any  settlement. 

Mr.  Smilib  opposed  the  aonezatioo  of  sueh  4 
proposition  as  this  Co  the  present  bilh 

Mr.  Wriobt  supported  his  motion  at  consider- 
able lencth.  He  said  oar  teamen  had  been  pirati- 
cally takeik,  and  if  we  eonid  eateh  their  captors 
in  this  country,  they  ought  to  be  btmfi^.  He  mhI 
if  the  House  refused  to  take  any  meaaores  for  the 
relief  of  those  seamen,  he  shoiild  move  to  bring 
ID  a  bill  to  ransom  theip,  as  we  had  done  from  the 
Algerines.  This  was  a  good  time,  t^,  he  said, 
for  everybody  knew  where  there  were  $7,200;000 
of  money  (stock  held  by  British  subiects  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States)  which  might  be  welt 
appropriated  to  the  purpose.  Unless  our  seamen 
were  to  be  released,  it  was  high  time  there  should 
'  be  a  revolution  io  the  country. 

Mr.  Wriobt'0  motion  was  negatived,  sixteen 
Toting  In  the  aflSrmative. 

The  first  section,  proposed  as  an  amendment 
by  Mr.  Epfbs,  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  second  section  being  under  cunsidermtion, 
which  goes  to  declare  the  noo^imporiatioo  Co  be 
ia  force  again&t  Great  Britain^  dbe. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  said :  Mr.  Chairman,  when  I  lake 
HYJtw  of  the  course  i|fhieh  has  been  pursued  ie 
relation  to  this  subject,  daring  the  present  session, 
I  confess  I  feel  greatly  surprised  thai  w«  should 
he  called  upon  t&  adopt  the  pretent  measure,  it 
«tU  be  recollected,  sir,  that,  at  a  very  early  period, 
iha  honorable  chairman  of  ibe  Cojamiitee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  reported  a  bill  supplemental 
10  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May  last.  Ahhoogh  the 
geatleman  did  make  one  or  two  feeble  attempts 
to  call  it  up  for  consideration,  ret  it  was  manifest 
that  there  was  a  general  indisposition  to  act  opon 
..  it  at  that  time.  This,  in  iht  opinion  of  myself 
and  many  others,  i^rose  from  a  doubt  in  the  good 
faith  of  the  £mperor  of  the  French.  It  was  true 
that  he  had,  through  the  Dnke  of  Cadore,  declar- 
ed that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  re- 
.  Toked  00  the  5th  of  August,  and  that  they  should 
oease  to  have  eflfect  after  the  first  of  November ; 
and  it  was  also  true  that  the  President  of  the. 
United  States  had.  by  his  proclamation  of  the 
9d  of  November,  declared,  not  simply  that  this 
pronuae  had  been  giro),  but  thai  the  deereea  were 


revoked,  and  bad  ceased  to  operate.  Notvith- 
standing  this  declaraiion  of  tne  Presides,  ihe 
previous  conduct  of  the  French  Emperor  in^fnted 
an  almost  universal  doubt  of  his  good  Itiitiod 
the  curious  character  of  the  declare tioa  msdr  by 
Cadore,  was  calculated  to  increase  it.  The  de- 
crees of  Berlin  aod  Milan  were  revoked;  tbaiii, 
dead- on  the  5th  of  August,. aad  ceased  to  ban 
efieat ;  that  it^  to  live  on  the  first  of  NofeiDber; 
thus  this  creature  had  the  wiwderfol  facaliy  of 
being  dead  and  alive  at  the  same  time;  of  cnh 
ing  to  bave>«l^t,  and  acting  with  faU  vigor  it 
the  same  instant.  While  all  was  doubt  aad  b«f- 
itation,  despatches  were  received  from  Mr.  Rof* 
sell,  our  Charg6  d'Affaires  at  Paris,  which  mtk 
it  apparent  that  the  decrees  which  were  to  eeax 
to  have  efiVct  on  the  first  of  November,  were,ti 
the  month  of  December,  still  in  existence,  todio 
full  aod  practical  operation.  It  is  nov  evideit 
jthat  the  President  was  duped  by  the  F* reach  Ea- 
peror^  aod  led  to  issue  a  proclanMtion  00  thefiiU 
of  bis  promise,  declaring  a  fact  which  did  boi 
exist.  80  convinced  were  the  House  thtitbii 
was  the  Inie  state  of  the  case,  that  the  hanonbie 
chaifmaa  of  the  Committee  on  Foieigo  ReUtioii 
himself  moied  to  reconimtt  the  bill  he  bad  pn- 
viouslv  introduced,  and  it  was  done.  Wbat,ibei, 
I  would  ask,  sir,  has  siDoe  occarfed  to  alter  tbt 
(bee  of  afiairs,  to  induce  this  new  attempt  lohst* 
en  on  the  restrictive  system  against  oar  iate^ 
course  with -Great  Britain?  Is  there  softiio; 
in  the  last  communication  from  the  President, 
calculated  to  produce  such  an  eflR^ct?  Oaihe 
contrary,  it  furnishes  the  most  conclusive  en- 
den  ce  of  the  treachery  of  Bonaparte,  aod  ou|h( 
to  serve  as  a  beacon  to  warn  us  a^inst  iro^uof 
him  further.  It  is  true  that  there  is  a  letter  froia 
Mr.  Piokney  to  Lord  Weliesley,  dated  December 
lOlh,  in  which  the  former  lablors  10  prove,  ibit 
Gadoce's  note  to  ArmMrooji  is  an  at»oiute  repetl 
of  the  French  decrieea,  wuhout  any  eoodtiiov 
precodeat,  and  that  thejefoie  the  British  Govcra- 
meat  ou(^i  ta  be  satiefied  of  iu  validity,  aai 
take  immediate  measures  for  revoking  their  or* 
dcrs  aad  bleekades,  agreeably  to  their  pronift 
Bat,  if  unfortaoately  bappeoea  that,  on  toe  saa< 
day  on  which  our  Minister  at  Lonidott  was  pe^ 
forming  his  duty,  in  tranaiiiitting  his  abie  hot 
theoretical  argument  to  the  Britbh  Ministry,  otr 
Minister  at  Paris  was  also  performing  his  dotf 
in  remonstrating  against  the  practical  operatioa 
of  those  very  decrees^  which  were  to  have  ceased 
to  have  effect  on  the  first  of  November.  [H^i* 
Mr;  M.  read  the  letter  of  Mr.  Russell  to  the IHike 
of  Cadore,  dated  December  lOtb,  remon^raiios 
against  the  seizure  of  the  brig  New  Orleios 
Packet,  it  being  the  onlv  case,  as  declared  by  Mr. 
Russell,  to  which  the  decrees  could  be  applied 
subiequent  to  the  first  of  November.] 

I  recollect,  sir,  when  Mr.  Russell's  correspoad* 
ence  was  communicated  to  this  House,sD  apo)o' 
gy  was  set  up  for  the  French  £^peror.  It  «*^ 
alleged  that  the  President^  proclamation  bad  oot 
arrived  in  France  at  the  tiine  of  the  seizure  of 
the  New  Orleans  Packet,  and  that  Bonaparte. 
bftving  received  ao  evidtaoe  of  the  iateatioa  » 
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the  Americ«ii'  Gbrernmeiit  to  Mi\  tbefr  enpi^ 
neDt,  had  used  the  precftitiioniirj  tneasure  of 
(erzin^  the  rettel,  UDlil  ht  should  reeeive  some 
>yidence  otpur  p)o6  faith ;  aod  we  were  ezolt- 
Dglf  told  ibat  the  President's  proelamaf  ion  would 
)ut  all  to  rights,  bf  satisfjnng  hivdoubtinsr  Ma- 
lesty  of  oar  sincerity,  aod  woald  induce  hini  to 
release  all  f^otierty  seized  subaequeDi  to  the  first 
yf  Norember,  and  once  mor^  to  pot  an  end  to 
ihose  nin^lived  tierrees.  Now  has  this  predic* 
ion  been  verified  ?  The  President's  proclamatioii 
iras  communicated  to  the  Frenciv  Gbvernmebt  on 
be  12th  of  December,  two  days  after  Mr.  Rua- 
iell':*  remt)nstrance ;  and  yet,  for  idtytbing  we 
:oow,  that  remonstrance  remains  unanswered, 
ind  the  New  Orleans  Packet  remains  under  seiz- 
ire  to  this  very  dar.  It  is  trne  that,  after  waiting 
hirteen  days,  Hfs Majesty  condescended  to  direct 
he  partial  suspension  of  the  decrees,  therebjr  gfr^ 
ng  the  roost  positive  proof  not  only  of  tbeir  ez- 
stence,  bnt  of  their  aetiTO  operation.  On  the 
I5th  of  December,  tbe  Dukes  of  Massa  and  of 
j^aete.  by  the  direction  of  their  master,  severalty 
V rote  a  letter  to  the  officer^  Connected  with  their 
espeetive  departments,  direetii^  rbem  to  sus- 
pend the  operation  of  those  very  deorees,  so  far 
is  respecteo  the  condemnation  ot  ve$selsand  car- 
roes,  seized  after  the  first  of  Notember;  not  only 
hose  then  in  custody,  but  such  as  should  thereat* 
er  be  seized.  I  will  read  a  part  of  those  letters 
or  tbe  purpose  of  refreshing  the  memories  of  gen- 
lemen  on  the  subject.  The  Duke  of  Imssa 
irrites  to  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Prizes, 
s  follows :  "  In  conse<iuence  of  this  engagement 
entered  into  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  to  cause  their  righta  to  be  reapeeted.  His 
Majesty  orders  that  all  the  causes  that  may  be 
pending  in  the  Cotineit  of  Prizes,  of  captnresof 
American  vessels,  made aftftr  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber, and  those  that  tnay  in  future  be  brought  be- 
fore it,  shall  notbe  judged  aecordinff  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  decrees  of  BeHin  aifd  Milan,  but 
that  they  shall  remain  suspended;  the  vessels 
captured  or  seized  to  remain  only  in  A  state  of 
sequestration,  and  the  rigbts  of  the  proprietors 
being  reserved  for  them  until  ihe  dd  February 
next,  the  period  at  whicb,  tbe  United  States  hav* 
jDg  fulfilled  the  engagement  to  cause  their  rights 
to  be  respected,  the  said  captures  shall  be  de- 
clared null  by  uie  Council-^and  the  American 
vessels  restored,  together  with  their  cargoes,  to 
the  proprietors."  The  letlcfr  of  the  Duke  of 
laete  is  of  a  similar  import.  I  will  read  a  single 
aragraph,  which  is  as  follows:  ^  His  Majesty 
aving  s^en  in  these  two  pieces^' (the  President's 
roclamation  and  Ghillatio^s  circular  to  the  collec- 
srs)  "the  enunciation  of  the  measures  which 
the  Americans  purpose  taking  op  the  second  af 
February  next,  to  cause  their  rights  to  be  re* 
spected,  has  ordered  me  to  inform  you  that  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  must  not  be  applied  to 
any  American  vessels  that  hare  entered  our 
ports  since  the  first  of  November,  or  may  enter 
in  future;  and  that  those  which  have  been  se- 
questered, as  being  in  contravention  of  these  de* 
erees,  most  be  ,the  object  of  a  tipeekl  report.'^ 


Here,  air,  we  find  theise  two  oflScers,  by  diree^ 
tion  of  their  master,  ezplieicly  recognising  the 
eziatence  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and 
sospeading  their  operation  not  as  to  sequestra- 
tion, but  only  aa  to  condemnation.  Not  only  thosi 
which  had  arrived  after  the  first  of  November, 
bat  those  wbieh  should  thereafterarrive,  were  to 
be  held  in  a  state  of  sequestration,  and  to  be  sub- 
ject to  a  special  report.    With  this  plain  state* 
meni  before  their  eyes,  will  gentlemen  assert,  can 
they  possibly  belitve,  that  the  decrees  were  re> 
voked  and  ceased  to  have  effect  on  the  first  of 
November?    They  unrely  canbot.    If,  then,  th^ 
deelarattoD  of  the  fifth  or  August  is  proved  to  be 
fiilse,  and  the  aiwuraaee  that  the  decrees  should 
eeaae  to  have  effect  after  the  first  of  November 
was  mere  delusion,  what  becomes  of  the  act  of 
the  fir:<t  of  May,  and  of  the  President's  proclama* 
tion  9    Sir,  they  are  mere  dead  letters,  naving  no 
bindiag  force  or  operation.    Tbe  practical  opera* 
tion  of  the  act  of  the  first  of  May  was  to  depend 
apoo  the  performance  of  certain  conditions  oii 
the  part  of  one  or  the  other  of  tbe  belligerent^ 
and  the  President's  proclamation  was  intended  at 
^  mora  notification  of  soch  performance.    Ad- 
miuing,  then,  that  a  faitbfVil  performance  of  thi 
pledge  of  the  fifth  of  Angustj  on  the  part  of 
Fraaee,  would  have  bad  a  binding  force  on  us  to 
carry  onr  part  of  the  i^reement  into  effect,  eaa 
any  roan,  under  the  existing  circumstances,  be* 
Ueve  we  are  so  boond  ?    Can  a  violation  of  m 
solemn  pledge  confer  an  obligation  ^hieh  was 
ohly  intended  iq  be  created  on  the  complete  Aii* 
filment  of  that  pledge  ?    Sorely  not.    Sir,  th« 
kw  of  th^  first  of  May,  professed,  on  the  face  of 
It,  to  be  impartial  towards  the  two  nations  who 
have  violated  our  rights.    It  promised  that,  if  ei* 
ther  would  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  as  that 
they  ahould  cease  ro  violate  the  neutral  eomtnereo 
of  the  United  States,  in  that  case  certain  restrict* 
ive  measarea  should  be  revived  against  theotbien 
Have  either  complied  ?  France  did,  indeed,  make 
a  deolamtton  that  her  edicts  were  revoked,  aod 
should  cease  to  have  effect  on  a  certain  day. 
That  day  haa  long  sinee passed,  aod,  for  anything 
we  know,  those  ediets  are  in  full  operation.  Nay, 
we  have  positive  proof  of  their  active  existence, 
nearly  two  months  after  they  were  to  have  eeas* 
ed ;  for,  on  the  2dth  of  December,  their  operatioaf 
aa  to  the  ooodemnatioa  of  American  property 
was  suspended,  while  their  power  to  seqaester 
was  absdoteiy  recognised  and  continued.    With 
such  glaring,  soch  positive  proof  before  our  eyes, 
of  the  perfidy  of  France^  we  are  about  to  act  aa 
though  we  (wli^ved  she  had  performed  her  promise 
with  the  utmost  good  faith.    Nay,  more,  sir;  if 
she  had.  indeed,  complied  with  her  engagement, 
she  coold  require  nothing  more  of  us  than  the  act 
of  the  1st  of  May  last ;  that  was  the  full  amount 
of  our  engagement,  the  utmost  limit  of  our  bond* 
Upon,  and  in  cooaeqaeoce  of  that,  was  the  Empe- 
ror's promise  founded.    Yet,  we  are  not  satisfied 
with  that;  persisting,  in  the  race  of  the  most  pos« 
itive  and  cooclnsive  testimony  to  tbe  contrary,  to/ 
affect  to  believe  that  he  has  performed  his  prom-' 
ise^  we  are  gqtag  beyond  our  eofttmet|  ana,  Italf 
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some  doobu  should  arise  of  the  Enptror's  want  of  ^ 
liiith,  lest  our  courts  should  dteide,  as  tbef  must 
.decide,  ibat  the  decrees  beiag  still  in  force,  the 
act  of.  the  first  of  May  is  a  oDere  dead  letter^  we 
are  about  to  roluoteer  our  services,  and,  by  the 
aectioo  of  the  bill  now  under  coosideration,  to  re« 
vive  those  sections  of  the  old  non-intercourse  law 
which  were  intended  in  a  certain  event  (e  have 
been  revived  hjr  the  act  of  the  first  of  Mayr  to 
tevive  them  against  Great  Britain,  and  that  with- 
out eiaeting  any  conditions  on  the  part  of  France. 
Aud  roust  tnis  sacrifice  be  made  in  order  to  bols* 
ter  up  the  President's  proclamation  so  premature* 
ly  issned  ?  Mu«tt  the  best  infereftts  of  the  nation 
fee  put  to  hazard  to  save  him  the  mortifieation  of 
acknowledging  his  error  and  retracing  his  stepe  % 
Here,  I  fear,  lies  the  true  motive  fbr  our  present 
procedure. 

This  restrictive  syytera  is  now  to  be  revived 
against  England,  the  French  decrees  being  in 
full  force  and  operation  against  us  at  the  same 
time.  Is  this  an  honest  neutrality  ?  Is  it  equal 
and  exact  justice  to  those  two  nations  9  Is  it  not 
rewarding  the  perfidy  of  the  one  at  the  expense 
of  the  other,  and  at  the  expense  of  ourselves? 
Let  us  be  cautious  how  we  proceed  in  this  course. 
If  France  chose,  in  consequence  of  our  tfon-iuter- 
course  law  of  1809,  which  was  ^ual  in  its  opera* 
tion  as  to  both  nations,  to  take  it  so  much  in 
dudgeon  as  to  confiscate  the  whole  of  the  Ameri* 
ean  property  within  her  power,  even  that  which 
kad  sought  the  rights  of  hospitality  in  her  ports* 
how  much  more  may  Great  Britain  feel  herself 
justified  in  retaliatin|r  on  this  most  partial  and 
unjust  measure  which  we  are  about  to  adopt 
agaiDst  her,  by  confiscating  the  millions  of  our 
property  now  within  her  power.  And  if  we  have 
seen  silent  under  the  former, and  have  apparently 
acquiesced  in  it,  what  shall  we,  what  can  we, 

'  say,  \tk  ease  the  latter  event  should  take  place  1 
But,  sir,  the  apologists  of  France  tell  ua  that  His 
Majesty,  the  Emperor,  has  pledged  his  royal  word 
that  the  decrees  shall  cease  to  operate  as  it  re* 
apecte  us ;  and  that,  though  he  has  thought  proper 
to  postpone  the  measure  from  the  first  oCNovem^ 
ber  to  the  second  of  February,  he  has  only  done 
•0  in  order  to  ascertain  whetner  we  mean  to  go 
on  to  fulfil  our  engagements  with  good  faith; 
that  he  is  oniy  holding  our  property  seized  since 
the  first  of  November  as  security  for  our  fierform* 
ance;  and  that,  when  be  finds  we  are  determined 
to  resist  the  illegal  orders  and  bl^ockades'of  Great 
Britain,  he  will  give  up  the  property  of  our  citi^ 
.  sens.  How  iosuUingr,  this,  to  American  feelings, 
to  be  cold  that  a  total  vtolation  of  faith  on  the 

.  part  of  this  man  is  excusable,  because  he  chooses 
to  suspect  our  faith.  But,  sir,  do  these  people 
teally  believe  the  property  of  ourciticens  will  be 
given  up  after  the  second  of  February,  and  in 
eoiiseqiaence  of  the  measure  we  are  now  about  to. 
adopt?  When  did  that  voracious  mooster  ever 
disgorge  the  plunder  he  had  once  received  into 
kis  insatiable  maw)  Of  the  millions  upon  mil- 
lions of  which  he  has,  at  different  times,  and 
aader  various  pretexts,  plundered  our  uosuspecft* 
j&g  cttiaeas,  whefff  is  the  instanee  of.  a  single 


dollar  returning  to  its  rjghtful  owikerl  Ne,sir, 
let  it  once  get  within  his  iron  grasp,  and  it  islo&t 
forever.  The  present  measure  is  evideaily  in- 
tended as  a  propitiatory '  sacrifice  to  eoociliite 
Napoleon-^to  induce  him  to  become  oor  frieod, 
ana  to  cease  to  rob  and  plunder  our  defenceless 
citizens.  Is  it  calculated  to  produce  this  effect  1 
Short-sighted,  as  we  confessedly  are,  sir,  I  sboold 
suppose  we  can  scarcely  be  such  sillv  poliiicitni 
as  to  expect  such  an  effect  from  such  a  measarc 
A  brief  view  of  the  course  which  has  beea  pat- 
sued,  and  is  pursuing^  by  the  Emperor  of  Fraoee, 
must  produce  a^cooviction  in  every  unprejudiced 
mind,  that  he  is  not  to  be  diverted  from  his  par- 
pose  by  a  toy  like  this.  Sir,  it  loust  be  erideiu 
to  every  mind  that  his  ambition  soars  to  oniTenal 
conquest.  To  this  point  all  his  daeasures  tend- 
every  other  consideration  is  made  to  yield.  For 
the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  almost  everf 
nation  on  the. continent  of  Europe  has  been  in- 
sulted, plundered,  and  subdued.  To  this  end  tbe 
external  commerce  of  the  Continent  has  beo 
annihilated,  the  agricultural  and  manufaciarii^ 
interests  have  been  depressed,  and  millioDs  of  bii 
own  subjecis*  and  those  of  nations  under  his  la- 
fluence,  impoverished  and  ruined.  But  there  is 
one  impediment  to  h\}^  gigantic  project.  BriuiAf 
proud,  haughty  Britain,  stands  in  the  way,  ^i 
puts  a  stop  to  his  career.  Isolated,  as  she  bsppllf 
is,  and  the  proud  mistress  of  the  ocean,  she  pre- 
sents an  impenetrable  barrier  to  hi^  ambitions 
views.  But  Britain  must  be  humbled,  sbemmt 
be  subdued.  Her. power  on  the  ocean  most  be 
destroyed ;  and,  to  efiect  this,  she  must  beatucV- 
ed  through  her  commerce  and  manufactures.  Foe 
this  purpose,  what  he  is  pleased  to  call  his  great 
continental  system  has  been  devised  and  ngoc* 
ously  enforced.  Finding  that  ail  his  restficiioos 
and  confiscations,  aided  by  all  bis  civil  and  mili- 
tary power,  could  not  prevent  the  introdaciiooof 
British  merchandise  upon  the  Con  tin  en  t,  he  ba» 
resorted  to  a  plan  which  promises  to  be  more 
efieclual.  Regardless  of  the  rights  and  iateresu 
of  his  subjecia,  he  does  not  inquire  whose  the 
property  may  be;  if  it  is  of  British  origin  it  is 
committed  to  the  Aames.  Such  is  his  plan ;  such 
are  the  efforts  and  sacrifices  he  is  makiog  to  in- 
sure its  accomplishment.  And  yet,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, it  would  seem  as  if  we  had 'the  consummate 
folly  to  believe  that  we  can  appease  this  merciless 
tyrant  by  so  weak,  so  6illy,.so  futile  a  measure  as 
this  one  now  under  consideration.  We  seem  to 
have  the  madness  to  believe  that  this  mao,  afiet 
the  immense  sacrifices  he  has  made  fur  the  at- 
tainment of  his  object,  would  yield  that  object  la 
our  favor,  and  in  order  to  be  upon  friendly  terms 
with  us  would  forego  all  other  coosideraiioos. 
And  from  what  premises  is  such  a  coociusion 
drawn  1  Is  it  from  his  past  treatment  of  asl 
Let  us,  Mr.  Chairman,  take  a  brief  review  of  his 
past  conduct  towards  us,  in  order  to  see  wbst  we 
may  expect  in  futui«.  It  is  some  years  since  be 
ordered  our  ships  and  cargoes  to  be  boroed  upon 
the  ocean,  add  many  were  burnt.  He  has.  at 
various  times,  and  under  different  pretexts, seized 
and  confiscated  the  property  of  our  citizens  oa 
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the  oce^n,  aod  ia  bis  ports,  sad  in  the  ports  of 
his  vassaltf.  No  looger  ago  than  last  Spcing,  he 
told  us  that  we  were  wiiiiout  jost  political  views, 
without  honor,  without  energy ;  and  that,  after 
refusing  to  fight  for  honor,  we  cnight  Sod  k  ne- 
cessary 10  fight  for  interest.  This  insulting  de- 
claration, which  was  dated  on  the  14ih  of  Febru- 
ary, was  followed  on  the  23d  of  March  by. the 
Rambouillet  decree,  which  confiscated  all  Amer- 
ican vessels  and  cargoes  which  had  arrived  from 
the  20th  of  May,  1809, or  should  thereafter  arrive 
in  any  port  of  France,  her  allies^  or  those  occu- 
pied by  her  arms.  Thus  was  from  twenty  to 
thirty  millions  of  the  property  of  our  unsuspect- 
ing and  confiding  citizens,  who  had  sought  the 
rights  of  hoepitaliiy  in  his  ports,  saerific^  with- 
out a  pretext,  or  with  a  pretext,  which  added  to 
the  iojurjr.  Finding,  after  this  gross  violation  of 
every  principle  which  ought  to  govern  iTonest 
aod  honorable  nations,  that  our  merchants,  taught 
by  sad  experience. that  there  was  no  safety  within 
the  range  of  his  power,  would  venture  there  no 
more,  he  found  it  necessary  10  throw  out  another 
lure  to  entice  the  nun  wary  within  hi^  reach.  Hjs 
tone  is  now  suddenly  changed. .  Instead  of  the 
haughty  and  insulting  tyrant,  he  assumes  the 
shape  of  a  fond  aad  doating  lover.  ^  His  Majesty 
loves  the  Americans.  Their  prosperity  and  their 
commerce  are  within  the  scope  ff  his  poltAV.  He 
is  pleased  in  aggrandizing  the  United  States.'' 
Y^  truly,  Hij  Majesty  loves  the  Americans  1  If 
not  for  our  persons,  yet  for  pur  property,  he  has 
given  the  most  ample  and  convtneing  proofs  of 
his  lore.  These  susared  words,  displaying  so 
much  of  the  milk  of  human  kindness,  seem  to 
have  perfectly- reconciled  us  to  his  loving  Majesty, 
and  to  have  quite  ohliterated  therememhance  of 
his  harsh  anid  unkiad  language  so  lately  used 
towards  us.  And  not  only  ao,  but  it  seems  to 
have  fully  compensated  us  for  all  his  robberies ; 
and  we  forbear  to  touch  that  string,  lest  he  might 
be  somewhat  ruffled,  and  once  more  induced  to 
Tent  his  anger  on  us.  But  lest  his  bare  profes- 
sions of  love  should  not  have  the  desired  effect  of 
inducing  the  Americans  once  more  to  place  their 
property  within  his  power,  he  directed  his  Min- 
ister to  declare  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
were  revoked,  and  should  cease  to  have  effect 
after  the  first  of  November.  Our  Administration, 
confiding  in  his  assurances,  in  the  face  of  all  his 
previous  conduct,  published  the  proclamation  of 
the  second  of  November,  and  thereby  assisted  in 
deceiving  our  too  credulous  citizens.  But  few, 
however,  ventured  to  place  trust  in  him;  and 
those  who  did  have  met  with  a  fate  which  every 
man  of  reflection  ought  to  have  anticipated.  If, 
sir,  such  has  been  the  course  of  that  man's  con- 
duct towards'Us,  (and  that  it  has^  I  appeal  to  all 
the  documents  which  have  been  laid  before  as,)  I 
would  ask  why  are  we  called  upon  to  pass  the 
section  now  under  consideration 'I  To  me,  it  is 
matter  of  mystery  and  astonishment. 

We  have  heretofore  affected  to  hold  out  a  rigid 
neutrality  towards  both  nations.  The  law  of  the 
1st  May  last  had  that  appearance.  It  held  out  a 
prokniae  to  each,  that  if  she  would  eeasa  to  inj^te 


us,  and  the  other  should  persevere,  we  would  put 
certain  sections  of  the  old  non-intercourse  law 
into  operation  against  her.    Neither  have  ceased 
to  violate  our  neutral  commerce,  and  yet  we  are 
about  to  act  as  if  France  had  indeed  done  all  that 
we  could  ask  of  her.    Not  satisfied  with  doing  all 
'we.  promised,  we  are  going  on  to  volunteer  our 
services  hi  the  cause  of  Fraoee.    Butj  sir,  if  ia 
were  true  that  France  bad  acted  in  good  faithi 
towards  us,  aod  if  we  were  in  consequence  bounds 
to  take  restrictive  measures  against  Great  Brit- 
ain, yet -would  not  the  present  measure  bewise^. 
politic,  or  just.  ,  Sir,  what  is  it?    While  it  pro^ 
tesses  to  be  a  measure  solely  directed  against  Qreafe 
Britain,  its  operation  is  to  rob  our  own  citizen^  of 
perhaps  thirty  millions  of  their  property ;  for,  m» 
all  probability,  more  than  that  amount  will  be 
liable  to  forfeiture  if  this  bill  should  be  carried 
rigidly  into  effecL    Can  it  be  possible,  thep,  that  ^ 
from  any  implied  obligation,  this  Committee  can 
conceive  themselves  bound  to  plunder  and  to  ruin 
their  own  citizens?    I  trust  not,  sir.    After  the' 
view  I  have  taken  of  the  objects  of  Bonaparte, 
aod  which  I  solemnly  believe  to  be  correct,  can 
we  for  a  moment  believe  that  our  present  meas- 
ures can  satisfy  him?    I  cannot  persuade  myself 
that  any  honorable  member  of  this  Committee  can      j 
be  so  weak  as  to  believe  it.    Whj,  then,  shall  we 
not  stop?    Confiding  in  his  promise  of  the  5th  of 
August,  (a  promise  intended  oolv  to  deceive,)  the 
proclamation  has  been  issued. declaring  the  French 
decrees  are  revoked.    The  Emperor,  oelieving  h6 
has  got  us  in  his  toils,  has  the  effrontery  to  say 
that  they  are  not  repealed,  but  that  he  will  sas* 
pend  them  until  he  sees  whether  we  will  perform 
our  promise  of  resisting  Britain,  and  will  holdoai 
property  as  a  security  until  the  2d  of  February* 
On  that  day,  or  at  some  future  time,  we  shall  be 
told  that  non-importation  is  too  weak  and  impo« 
tent  a  measure  of  resistance,  and  that  open  and 
avowed  hostility  must  be  resorted  to.    When  we 
shall  have  complied  with  that,  we  shall  again  be 
told,  that  warfare  aeainst  England,  to  be  effect*  . 
ual.  must  be  directed  against  her  manufactures;  ^ 
ana  thai  experience  has  convinced  him  that  this 
can  only  be  effectually  done  by  burning  them  j 
and  we  »hail  then  have  advanced  too  far  to  recede. 
Thus,  sir,  we  shall  chain  ourselves  to  the  car  of 
Napoleon,  and  become  his  abject  vassals ^  and 
when  we  have  lost  our  independence  and  ouf 
honor,  instead  of  restoring  his  plunder  to  its  right- 
ful owners,  we  shall  then  be  told,  that,  as  we  ara 
engaged  in  a  common,  .cause,  he  can  as  well  as9 
the  means  which  are  in  his  hands  as  we  could  do^ 
and  we  shall  doubtless  be  called  upon  for  new 
contributions. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  fain  persqade  myself 
that  the  Committee  might  be  induced  to  pause 
and  to  reflect,  before  they  proceed  in  this  ruinous 
and  destructive  measure.  Already  have  we  done 
mtich  to  distress  and  injure  our  merchants  and 
our  countrjr — if  not  altogether  by  commission,  io 
part  by  ooussioo.  You  have  refused  to  renew  the 
charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States — a  mee^ 
sure  called  for,  by  the  best  iotertets  of  our  couor 
try.    In  this  refusal,  you  have  done  much  to  de* 
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Jrtroy  our  coininercial  proiperiijr.    If  you  pan  the  I  one  departure  from  the  precise  terms  of  it  wis  u 


{^resent  measure,  I  fear  you  lay  the  axe  to  its  root, 
and  insure  its  total  destruction.  But,  what  is 
iafinitely  worse,  you  gWe  a  pledp^e  for  your  per- 
aeverauce  in  the  views  end  policy  of  the  great 
enemy  of  the  liberties  of  maoKind.  ^  Not  satisied 
with  the  rapid  pro;(ress  he  is  making  in  the  con- 
quest of  the  civilized  world,  we  are  officiously 
tenderingourhumbleservices  to  him  in  the  goodly 
work,  and  exhibiting  the  amptztng  spectacle  of  a 
free  and  independent  nation  sickening  ia  the 
enjoyment  of  iier  prosperity  and  happiness,  and 
making  them  a  voluntary  offering  at  the  shrine 
of  Despotism. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.MuMFORD  to 
Mr.  Eppes's  amendment  was  agreed  to,  sixty- 
ifhree  rising  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said  there  was  another  class  of  our 
.<;itizens  who  would  be  materially  affected  by  the 
law  of  May  last  ffoiog  into  operation,  besides 
chose  whom  this  law  proposed  to  relieve.  He 
meant  those  who  traded  lo  the  West  Indies.  He 
took  a  view  of  the  details  of  this  trade,  stated 
its  profitable  nature,  and  explained  its  operations, 
concluding  with  moving  an  amendment  going  to 
exempt  from  the  operation  of  the  law  such  ves- 
sels as  had  left  ports  of  the  West  Indies  before 
information  had  arrived  there  of  the  refusal  of 
Great  Britain  to  revoke  her  Orders  in  Council. 

Mr.  Haven  supported  the  motion.  He  took  a 
Tiew  of  the  course  of  our  a^airs  since  the  first  of 
May  last.  The  vessels  which  had  sailed  from  the 
United  States  to.  the  West  Indies,  and  not  yet  re- 
turned, had  violated  no  law  of  the  United  States, 
had  committed  no  offence.  If  the  British  Or- 
ders had  been  revoked,  then  their  purpose  bad 
been  meritorious,  and  the  proceeds  of  their  enter- 
prise would  have  tended  to  replenish  the  Treas- 
ury ;  butj  if  not,  because  they  had  relied  too  much 
00  the  dispositioi^  of  Great  Britain  to  relax  her 
orders,  their  voyage  became  unlawful,  and  they 
were  subjected  to  the  severest  penalties.  The 
high  crime  of  violating  the  law  was  thus  made 
Co  depend  upon  a  contingency  over  which  they 
had  no  control.  Under  these  eireumstaoces,  Mr. 
H.  thought  that  justice  required  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Bppe8  agreed  with  the  two  gentlemen  who 
bad  preceded  him,  as  to  the  relative  value  of  the 
West  India  trade,  but  could  not  agree  that  the 
traders  to  that  quarter  should  stand'  on  the  same 
footing,  as  to  notice,  as  those  to  the  East  Indies. 
If  the  second  of  February  was  the  time  fixed  for 
the  operation  of  the  law  as  to  European  ports,  it 
could  not  be  considered  as  injustice  to  apply  the 
fame  period  to  West  Indian  ports.  This  propo- 
aition,  however,  went  to  extend  the  period  of  no- 
tice for  the  West  Indian  ports  beyond  the'second 
of  February,  the  time  allowed  for  European  ports, 
and  would  oeau  essential  violation  uf  the  com* 
pact  with  France. 

Mr.  Pitkin  replied  at  length.  If  this  proposed 
•men d men t  would  be  a  breath  of  the  compact 
with  France,  if  such  a  compact  exists,  the  bill  re- 


MoNOAT,  February  25. 
Mr.  FiNDLET  presented  a  petition  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  stgoed 
by  D.  Lenox,  their  President,  prayiog  a  eooua- 
nance  of  their  corporate  powers,  for  a  farther  pe- 
riod, to  enable  them  to  adiust  and  settle  soch  « 
their  concerns  as  may  be  depending  oa  the  thin 
day  of  March  next;  which  was  read,  aad  referred 
to  a  select  commiuee* 

w.«u  X- ..»«.«,..  o-w«.  ww«,^w.  — -.-.  —  V...  .^-       Mr.  P.  B.  PoRTBa,  Mr,  Eppsa.  Mr.  Mico». 

ported  by  the  Conimittee  was  equally  so.    The  [  l^r*  DAVuiPoaT,  Mr.  Wii^ooiij  Mr.  Sbav,  Uf* 


much  a  breach  of  the  compact  as  the  other. 

Mr.  Pitkin'b  amendment  was  ttegatived-*feu 
48,  nafs  59* 

Mr.  Tallmadoe  moved  to  amend  the  section 
by  striking  out  the  numbers  designating  the  tee- 
tions  of  the  i^on-intercourse  law,  for  the  porpoK 
of  inserting  the  sections  themselves,  in  the  saoK 
words  in  which  they  stand  in  the  former  law. 

Mr.  Eppeb  opposed  the  motion  oa  the  groind 
of  the  loss  of  time  which  it  would  oceasioo,  asd 
the  necessity  there  was  for  an  early  pasageof 
the  law. 

Mr.  Tallmadob  replied  that  every  law  whidi 
was  passed  should  be  asade  clear  and  intelligible, 
whatever  time  it  would  take  to  make  it  so.  His 
motion  was  lost — yeas  4St^  nays  53. 

M^.  Van  Horn  moved  to  substitute  the  words 
*'  cleared  out  for  the  word  ^  departed"  from  the 
ports  of  Great  Britain  before  the  second  of  Feb- 
ruary.   Motion  lost^— yeas  46,  nays  47. 

Mr.  Rbea  of  Tennessee  moved  to  strib  ovi 
all  the  section  after  the  enacting  clause,  coneeir* 
jng  the  whole  bill  and  amendments  td  inrolTei 
breach  of  our  compact  with  France.  Moiici 
lost — yeas  32. 

Mr.  R.  then  moved  to  amei»4  the  ameodneai 

f proposed  by  striking  out,  from  the  clause  exenfK* 
ng  certain  vessels  from  seizure^  the  words  "'ile* 
parting  from  any  British  port  prior  to  theiceoo^ 
of  February,"  with  a  view  to  insert  tbeworrf^ 
^^from  any  port  of  the  United  States  prior  lotbe 
tenth  day  x>f  November  last."  The  motioD  vu 
h>8t  without  a  division. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  moved  an  Amendment,  goia^to 
give  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  power  to 
remit  the  penalties  which  may  be  incurred  ii 
certain  eases  under  this  law."  The  motioa  wai 
lost — yeas  32. 

Mr.  BiOBLOw  said  he  could  not  dovbt  the  dii* 
position  of  gentlemen  to  relieve  Amerieaa  prop- 
ertf  as  far  as  they  could  from  peaalties^  ^i 
and,  therefore,  moved  to  amend  the  section  bf 
inserting,  after  the  exemption  of  vessels  leavinf 
Great  Brttatn  prior  to  the  second  cf  FebroifT, 
the  words,  **or  from  an  American  port,  prior 
to  the  tenth  day  of  November,  1810."  Motion 
lost-^yeas  32. 

In  the  intervals  between  these  motfoas,  repetted 
motions  were  made  for  the  Cbmnsittee  to  rise,  bot 
without  effect. 

The  Committee  at  length  arose,  aboat  ht\l'^ 
five,  reported  the  hill,  and  the  House  adjeuraed. 
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¥bitbbill,  Mr  Ds8BA,and  Mr.  RiNOOOLb,  were 
ppointed  the  eommitfee. 

Mr.  MoRBQW,  from  the  Commiuee  on  the  Pub- 
ic Lands,  lo  whom  was  referred. the  bill  from  the 
^ate,  entitled  **An  act  making  fartber  proyi- 
ion»  for  the  jdtspo&al  of  tbeMCiiona  of  land  here- 
ofore  reserved  for  the  fott^re.  disposition  of  Con- 
:ress,  and  for  other  parpose*  "  reported  the  same, 
rith  amendmenifl,  which  were  read,  and,  together 
rith  the  bill,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Vhole  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
enied  a  bill  for  the  revision  of  former  coofirma- 
ioo.%  and  for  confirming  certain  claims  to  land 
1  (he  district  of  Kaskaskia;  which  was  read 
irice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
IThole  to  whom  is  commiited  the  report  of  the 
irae  committee,  of  the  fifteenth  instant,  on  »  re- 
ort  of  the  land  eommisaioDew  for  the  district  of 
Laftka^kia. 

Mr.  P.  B.  FoRTicR  presented  a  petition  of  sno- 
ry  inhabitants  of  tba  western  ■  parts  of  the  State 
f  Ohio,  praf  iog  that  a  road  may  be  laid  ont  and 
peoed^  from  a  point  at  or  near  the  head  of  Mad 
irer,  in  Chanipai|^Qe  eoanty,  to  the  head  of  the 
lavigation  of  Sanduskv  river.— Referred  to  the 
)ommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  aothorize 
be  laying  oOt  of  a  public  road  from  the  line  e^- 
abtished  by  the  treaty  of  C^reenviUe  to  the.North 
)end,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  BasmitT)  from  the  committee  appointed, 
ID  the  eighteenth  ultimo,  to  inquire  into  the  eX* 
eoditare  of  moaeys  appropriated  for  the  Navy 
>epartment  since  the  year  1803,  and  into  the 
lanagement  of  the  jseveral  Navy  Yards,  laid  be- 
)re  the  House  sandry  documents. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BiassBrr,  the  committee  last 
leotioned  were  discharged  from  the  farther  cod- 
ideration-  of  the  aiibjeet  referred  to  them. 

Mr.  PicKMaii  preae^ted  a  petition  of  sondry 
sanufacturers  of  Morocco  leather,  in  the  town  of 
jyna,  praying  that  addititional  duties  may  be 
mpoaed  upon  the  importation  froiii  foreign  conn- 
ries  of  Morocco  leather. 

Mr.  Chbvbo  presented  a  petition  of  8tephe« 
jacoste,  as  agent  of  Joseph  Avila,  a  Spanish  sub- 
eet,  the  owner  of  the  schooner  Juana,  and  as 
tgent  for  a  number  of  French  passengers,  owners 
if  the  cargo  of  the  saM  schooner,  statin^  that  the 
aid  passengers  were  conipeiled  by  the  Spaniarda 
o  leave  the  Iiiand  of  St.  Dominso,  and  that  upon 
heir  arrival  with  their  negro  slaves  in  Charles- 
on.  the  said  vessel  and  cargo  were  sejzed  for  a 
notation  of  an  act  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
ikves  into  the  United  States  and  their  Territories, 
tnd  praying  relief. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
Df  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  CBBV88,from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  t wenty  tirst  instant,  the  engrossed 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Maonamara,  reported  an 
imeodroent  thereto ;  which  was  read,  amended, 
lod  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  be  re-engrossed,  as 
amended,  and  read  a  third  ii me  to*day. 

Mr.  Cbbvbs  laid  before  the  House  two  letters 
(rom  Thomas  Piarkef ,  Diatiiet  Attorney  for  the  1 


district  of  South  Carolina,  upon  the- subject  of 
the  ioefficacy  of  certain  provisions  in  the  act  of 
the  second  of  March.  1807.  prohibiting  the  iropor* 
tation  of  slaves  into  the  United  States  and  their 
Territories,  and  suggesting  such  amendments  as 
in  his  opinion  will  reipedy  the  defect ;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mati* 
uffctures. 

The  Speakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied 
with  the  annual  statement  of  the  emoluments  of 
the  officers  of  the  costoms.  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  two. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOUSSE, 

« 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  ' 
unfinished  business  of  Saturday  last,  to  wit:  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  '*An  ad 
eoneerning  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Oreat  Britain  and  France, 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,** 
and  theamendments  reported  thereto  by  the  Com* 
mittee  of  the  whole  House. 

The  said  amendments  were  read  at  the  Clerk^t 
table,  and  are  as  follows: 

**  ISso.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  in  ease 
Great  Britain  shall  so  revoke  or  modify  her  ediet%  as 
that  they  shall  cease  to  Tiolate  the  neutral  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  declare  the  faet  by  proclamation  ;  and  su<^  pro- 
clamatton  shall  be  admitted  as  evidence,  and  no  other 
evidence  shall  be  admitted  of  such  revocation  or  modi* 
flcatton  in  any  suit  or  prosecntion  which  may  Jbe  in* 
stitated  under  the  ibarth  section  of  the  act  to  which 
thia  act  is  a  supplement.  And  the  restrictions  imposed, 
or  which  may  be  imposed  by  vtrtne  of  the  said  mtiL 
shall,  kom  the  date  of  such  proclamation,  eeaae  and 
be  discontianed. 

<*Sac.  8.  And  he  U  further  enaded,  That  until  tha 
prodaraation  aforesaid  Ihall  have  been  issued,  the  sev* 
era!  provisioiia  of  the  third,  foorth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh^ 
eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  and  eighteenth  sections  of  the  act^ 
entitled  'An  act  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,' 
shall  have  full  force,  and  be  immediately  carried  into 
eflect  against  Great  Britain*  her  colonies,  and  depen- 
dencies :  Provided^  however.  That  any  vessel  or  mer- 
chandise which  may  in  pursuance  thereof  be  seised^ 
prior  to  the  fact  being  ascertained,  whether  Great  BriU 
ain  shall,  on  or  before  the  second  day  of  February, 
1811,  have  revoked  or  modified  her  edicts  in  the  man- 
ner abovementioned,  shall  nevertheless  be  restored  on 
application  of  the  parties,  on  their  giving  bond  with 
approvedsurotiestothe  United  States,  in  a  sum  equal  to 
the  value  thereof;  and  any  such  bond  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  satisfied  if  Great  Britain  shall,  on  or  before 
the  second  day  of  February,  1811,  have  revoked  or 
modified  her  edicts  in  the  manner  abovementioned. 

«  Ptoeid^f  ako,  Thatnolhing  herein  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  aifeet  the  cargoes  of  ships  or  vessels, 
wholly  owned  by  a  citisen  ot  citisens  of  the  United 
Stales,  which  had  deassd  ont  for  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  or  for  any.  port  beyond  the  same,  prior  to  the 
tenth  day  of  November,  1810.'' 

The  firat^  amendmeilt  made  by  the  Committee 
being  under  nonsidaration-* 
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Mr.  Rhea,  of  Teoneasee,  opposed  it.  because  it 
cootaiaed  do  limitatiooof  time  within  which  this 
power  might  be  exercised  by  the  Presideot;  be- 
cause it  was  a  delegatioo  of  too  much  power  to 
the  Presideai ;  and  because  the  provision  it  coq- 
taioed  must  remain  in  force  forever,  unless  re- 
pealed by  law;  although  Great  Britain  should 
not  (as  he  thought  it  probable  she  would  not)  re* 
voke  her  edicts. 

Mr.duiNOY. — Mr.  Speaker:  The  amendments, 
contained  in*  the  sections  ^ndef  consideration, 
contemplate  the  continuance  and  enforcement  of 
the  non-intercourse  law.  This  proposition  pre- 
sents a  great,  an  elevated,  and  essential .  topic  of 
discussion,  due  to  the  occasion  and  claimed  by 
this  people,  which  comprehends  within  the  sphere 
and  analogies  of  just  argument  the  chief  of  those 
questions,  the  decision  of  which,  at  this  day,  in- 
volves the  peace,  the  happiness,  and  honor  of  this 
nation.  Whatever  nas  a  teiuiency  to  show,  that, 
if  the  system  of  non-ijifercourse  exist,  it  ought 
not  to  be  continued ;  or,  that  if  it  do  not  exist  it 
ought  not  to  be  revived ;  whatever  has  a  tendency 
to  prove^  that  we  are  under  no  obligation  to  per- 
sist in  it,  nor  under  any  obligation  to  abandon  it, 
is  now  within  the  fair  range  of  debate. 

After  long  delay,  and  much  ooy  demeanor^  the 
Administration  of  this  country  have  condescended 
to  develope  their  policy.  Though  they  have 
not  spoken  to  our  mortal  ears,  with  their  fleshly 
tongues,  yet  they  have  whispered  their  purposes 
through  the  constituted  organs  of  this  House. 
And  these  arc  the  features  of  the  policy  which 
they  recommend.  It  is  proposed  to  ^rant  partic- 
ular and  individual  relief  from  anticipated  op- 
pressions of  the  commercial  restrictive  system. 
it  is  proposed  to  perpetuate  that  system,  indefi- 
nitely, and  leave  our  citizens,  still  longer,  subject 
to  its  embarrassments,  its  uncertainty  and  its  ter- 
rors. The  chairman  of  our  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations,  (Mr.  Eppes,)  at  the  time  he  in- 
troduced these  amendments  to  the  House,  exhibit- 
ed the  true  character  of  this  policy,  when  he  told 
us,  that  it  was  "  modelled  upon  the  principle  not  to 
turn  over  to  the  Judiciary  the  decision  of  the  ex- 
istence of  the  non-intercourse  law.  but  to  make 
it  the  subject  of  Legislative  declaration.''  In 
other  words,  ii  is  found  that  the  majority  of  this 
House  have  too  much  policy  to  deny  and  too 
much  principle  to  assert,  that  the  fact,  on  which, 
and  on  which  alone,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  authorized  to  issue  his  proclamation 
of  the  second  of  November  last,  has  occurred.  A 
scheme  has,  therefore,  been  devised,  by  which, 
without  any  embarrassment  on  this  intricate 
point,  the  continuance  and  enforcement  of  non- 
mtercoUrse  may  be  insured,  and  toils,  acceptable 
to  France,  woven  by  the  hands  of  our  own  Ad- 
ministration, spread  over  almost  the  only  remain- 
ing avenue  of  our  commercial  hope. 

The  propositioo,  contained  in  these  .amend- 
ments, has  relation  to  the  roost  momentous  and 
most  elevated  of  our  Legislative  obligations.  We 
are  not,  now^  about  to  discuss  the  policy  by  which 
a  princely  pirate  may  be  persuaded  lo  relinquish 
his  plunder;  nor  yet  tha. expectation  eaurtained  1  teettve  to  manufaetucea.    It  nuy  gira 


of  relaxation,  in  her  bell  tgereni  system,  of  a  bts^- 
ty  and  perhaps  jealous  rival ;  nor  yet  the  fttih 
which  we  owe  io  a  treaeheroas  tyiaot;  nor  yet 
the  fond,  but  frail  hopes  of  favors  from  a  British 
regency,  melting  into  our  arms,  in  tbe  hoaey- 
moon  of  power.^  Tbe  obligations  which  ettia 
our  observance  are  of  a  nature  much  moreieodft 
and  imperious;  the  obligations,  which, as  Repr^ 
sentatives,  we  owe  to  oar  constituents ;  thell]^ 
giance  by  which  we  are  bonod  to  the  Am^ricH 
people;  the  obedience,  which  is  due  to  that  sol- 
emn faith,  by  whieh  we  are  pledged  to  prottet 
their  peace,  their  prosperity,  and  their  hooor.Ali 
these  high  considerations  are  materially  eonneetd 
with  this  policy. 

It  is  not  mv  intention,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  diltft 
on  the  general  nature  and  effects  t»f  this  commef* 
ctfll  restrictive  system.  It  ia  no  longer  a  maus 
of  speculation.  We  have  no  need  to  resort  for 
illustration  of  its  nature  to  the  twilight  losire  d 
history,  nor  yet  to  the  vibrating  brightness  of  bo- 
*  man  intellect.  We  have  experience  of  iu  t^ett 
They  are  above,  around,  and  beneath  as.  Tbef 
paralyze  the  enterprise  of  your  cities.  The^  sieka 
the  industry  of  your  fields.  They  deprive  tic 
laborer  and  the  mechsfiie  of  his  employoat. 
They  subtract  from  the  husbandman  aod  planter 
the  just  reward  for  that  product,  which  beitii 
moistened  with  the  sweat  of  his  brow.  Theycnd 
individuals,  in  the  ruins  of  their  most  fLtiwiu 
hopes,  and  shake  the  deep  rooted  iabric  of  gaienl 
prosperity. 

It  will,  however,  be  neeeesary  to  say  a  word  oa 
the  general  nature  of  this  system.  Notsomo^ 
for  the  purpose  of  elucidating,  as  to  clear  the  vif 
aod  give  distinctness  to  the  coarse  of  my  v^ 
ment.  It  will  also  be  useful  to  deprive  the  tdro' 
cates  of  this  system  of  those  colon  and  popoia 
lures,  to  which  they  resort,  on  a  subject  in  oo 
way  eonnected  with  the  objects  with  which  tjiey 
associate  it. 

My  argument  proceeds  npoo  theasBomptiooel 
the  irrelevancy  of  fopr  topics,  usually  addoeedii 
support  of  the  system  contained  in  tbe  law  of 
May,  1810,  and  of  March,  1809 ;  com mooly  called 
the  non- intercourse  system.  I  take  forgraau^ 
that  it  is  not  advantageous ;  in  other  words,  tf»( 
it  is  injurious ;  that  it  is  not  fiscal,  in  its  oaiare; 
nor  protective  of  manufactures;  nor  coopeuet 
to  coerce  either  belligerent.  That  it  U  iojurtoa 
is  certain,  not  only  because  it  is  deprecated  bf 
that  part  of  the  community,  which  it  direetir 
affects,  but  because  no  man  advocates  it  as  a  pf- 
manent  system,  and  every  one  declares  hisdesiR 
to  be  rid  of  it.  Fiscal  it  cannot  be,  beeaose  it 
prohibits  commerce,  and  cbn^quently  rereooe; 
aod  by  the  high  price  and  great  demand  for  w- 
eign  articles,  which  it  produces,  encourages smar 
ghog.  Protective  of  manufactures  it  cannot  be; 
because  it  is  indi5criminate  in  its  provisions  aaa 
uncertain  in  its  duration ;  and  this  aoceriatotf 
depends,  not  on  our  Legislative  discretion,  hot os 
the  caprice  of  foreign  Powers;  our  enenaies,  f 
rivals.  No  commercial  system,  which  is  iou<*' 
criminate  in  its  restrictions^  can 
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rivacity  to  a  feir  parlieobr  manuJacturet.  Bat 
10  all  couotries,  some,  aod  in  this  almoat  all  ma- 
lufactu res  depend,  either  for  instruments,  or  lub- 
jecu,  on  foreign  sopplf .  But,  if  this  were  not 
he  case,  a  syitem^  whose  continuance  depended 
jpon  the  will  or  the  ever  variant  policy  of  loreigo 
nations,  can  never  offer  socb  an  inducement  to 
ihe  capitalist,  as  will  encourage  him  to  make  ez- 
;eD8ive  investments,  in  establishments  resting  on 
mch  precarious  fuundations.  As  to  the  incompe- 
leocy  of  this  system  to  coerce  either  belligerent, 
[  take  that  for  granted,  because  no  man,  as  far  as 
[  recollect,  ever  pretended  it ;  at  least  no  man  ever 
lid  show,  by  any  analysis,  or  detailed  ezamirka- 
ion  of  its  relative  effects  on  us,  and  either  belli* 
ferent,  that  it  would  neoessarily  coerce  either,  out 
>f  that  policy  which  it  was  proposed  to  counter- 
tct.  Embargo  had  its  friends.  There  were  tha^ie 
vbo  had  a  confidenee  in  its  success.  But  who 
vas  ever  th«  friend  of  ooD-lntercnvrse? .  Who 
iver  pretended  to  believe  in  its  efficacy?  The 
embargo  had  a  known  origin,  and  the  features  of 
U  character  were  distinct.  But  ^^  where,  and 
irbat  was  this  execrable  shape — if  shape  it  may 
)e  called,  which  shape  has  none  ?"  We  all  know 
hat  the  non^interconrse  was  not  the  product  of 
toy  prospective  intelligence. .  It  was  the  reault  of 
be  casual  eoncurreoee  of  chaotic  opinions.  It 
vas  agreed  upon,  because  the  majority  eould 
tgree  upon  nothing  else..  They,  who  introduced 
t,  abjured  it.  They  who  advocated  it,  did  not 
Irish,  and  scarcely  knew  its  use.  And  now  that 
t  is  said  to  be  extended  over  ua,  no  ipan,  in  this 
latioD,  who  values  his  reputation,  will  take  bis 
libie  oath  that  it  is  in  effectual  and  legal  opera- 
iMi.  There  is  an  old  ri4dle  on  a  coffin,  which  I 
assume,  we  a)!  learnt  when  we  were  boys,  that 
I  as  perfect  a  representation  of  the  orism,  pro- 
less,  and^  present  state  of  this  thing,  caHed  non* 
atereourse,  as  is  possible  to  be  conceived. 
^  There  was  a  man,  bespoke  a  thing, 
*'  Which  when  the  maker  home  did  bring, 
'*  That  same  maker  did  refuse  it, 
'*  The  man  that  spoke  for  it  did  not  nae  it, 
**  And  he  who  had  it  did  not  know 
*<  Whether  he  had  it;— yea,  or  no.*' 
True  it  is,  that  if  this  non-intercourse  shall 
tver  be,  in  reality,  extended  over  us,  the  simili- 
ude  will  fail,  in  a  material  point.  The  poor  ten- 
lot  of  the  coffin  is  ignorant  of  his  state.  But  the 
wor  people  of  the  United  States  will  be,  literal' 

Jr,  buried  alive  in  non^iotercourse ;  and  realize 
)e  grave  closing  on  themselves  and  their  hopes 
vith  a  full  and  cruel  conscioiisness  of  all  the  hor- 
ors  of  their  condition. 

For  these  reasons,  I  put  all  such  common-place 
opics  out  of  the  field  of  debate.  This,  then,  is 
he  slate  of  my  argument;  that  as  this  non-inter- 
tourse  system  is  not  fiscal,  nor  protective  of  msp* 
ifactureh,  nor  competent  to  coerce,  and  is  inju- 
ious,  it  ought  to  be  abandoned,  unless  we  are 
tound  to  persist  in  it,  by  imperious  obligations, 
tf  y  object  will  be  to  show  that  no  such  obliga* 
ions  exist ;  that  the  present  is  a  favorable  oppor- 
uoity.  not  to  be  suffered  to  escape,  totally  to  re- 
inquish  it;  that  it  is  time. to  manage  bur  own 


commercial  concerns,  according  to  our  own  in- 
terest; and  no  longer  put  them  into  the  keeping 
of  those  who  hate  or  tnose  who  envy  their  pros-, 
perity ;  that  we  are  the  constituted  shepherds^ 
and  ought  no  mo^e  to  transfer  our  custody  to  the. 
wolves.  ■ 

It  is  agreed,  on  all  sides,  that  it  is  desirable,  to 
abandon  this  commercial  restrictive  system.  But 
the  advocates  of  the  measure,  now  proposed,  say 
that  we  cannot  abandon  it,  becau.se  our  faith  i^ 
plighted.  Yes,  sir,  our  faith  is  plighted ;  and  tbat^ 
too,  to  that  scrupulous  gentleman^  Napoleon ;  a 

?[enileman  so  distinguished  for  his  own  regard  of 
aith  ;  for  his  kindness  and  mercies  towards  us; 
for  angelic  whiteness  of  moral  character;  for 
overweening  affection  for  the  American  people 
and  their  prosperity.  Truly,  sir,  it  is  not  to  be, 
questioned,  but  that  our  faith  should  be  a' perfect 
work  towards  this  paragon  of  purity.  On  accoant 
of  our  faith,  plighted  to  him,  it  is  proposed  to 
continue  this  non- intercourse. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  may  be  allowed,  I  pre- 
sume,  to  inquire  whether  any  such  faith  be  plight- 
ed.. I  triist,  we  are  yet  freemen.  We  are  not  yet 
so  far  sunk  in  servility,  that  we  are  forbidden  to 
examine  into  the  grounds  of  our  national  obliga- 
tions. Under' a  belief  that  this  is  permitted,  I 
shall  enter  upon  the  task,  and  inquire  whence 
they  arise  and  what  is  their  nature. 

Whence  they  arise  is  agreed.  Our  obligations 
result,  if  any  exist,  under  the  act  of  May  the  first. 
1810,  called  "An  act  concerning  the  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
.Britain  and  France  and  their  dependencies,  and 
for  other  purposes.''  It  remains,  therefore,  to  in* 
quire  into  the  character  of  this  act,  and  the  ohli- 
gaiiona  arising  under  its  provisions. 

Before,  however,  I  proceed,  I  would  premise, 
that  whether  I  shall  obtain,  I  am  doubtful,  but  I 
am  sure  tl»at  the  nature  of  my  argument  deservea. 
the  favor  and  prepossession  for  its  success,  of 
every  member  m  the  House.  My  object  is  to 
show,  that  the  obligation  which  we  owe  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  is  a  free  and  unre- 
stricted commerce.  The  object  of  those  who 
advocate  these  measures  is  to  show  that  the  obli- 
gation we  owe  to  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  is  a  com- 
merce restricted  and  enslaved.  Now,  as  much  as 
our  allegiance  is  due  more  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  than  it  is  to  Napoleon  Bouapart^ 
just  so  much  ought  my  argument  to  be  receivea 
by  the  American  Congress,  with  more  favor  and 
prepossession  than  the  argument  of  those  who 
advocate  these  measures.  It  is  my  intention  to 
make  my  course  of  reasoning  as  precise  and  dis- 
tinct as  possible.  Because  I  invite  scrutiny.  I 
contend  for  my  country  according  to  my  con- 
scientious conceptions  of  its  best  interests.  If 
there  be  fallacy  uetect  it.  My  invitation  is  given 
to  generous  disputants.  As  to  your  stump  ora- 
tors, who  utter  low  invective  and  mistake  it  for 
wit,, and  gross  personality,  and  pass  it  off  for 
argument,  I  descend  not  to  their  level;  nor  recog- 
ni>e  their  power  to  injure;  nor  even  to  offend.. 

Whatever  obligations  are  incumbent  upon  this 
nation,  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  the  first  of 
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May,  1810,  the^  result  from  the  foHowing:  sec- 
tion: ^^And  he  tt  further  enacted.  That  in  case 
^  either  Great  Britain  or  France  Khali,  before  the 
'  third  day  of  March  next,  so  revoke  or  modify  her 
'  edicts  as  that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neu* 
'  tral  commerce  of  the  United  States,  which  f^et 
'  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  declare 
'  hy  proclamation,  and  if  the  other  nation  shall  not' 
'  within  three  months  thereafter,  so  revoke  or 
'  modify  her  edicts,  in  like  manner,  then  the  third, 

*  fourth  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth. 

*  and  eighteenth  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  'An 
'  act  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse  be* 
'  tween  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
'  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other 

*  purposes,'  shall,  from  and  after  the  expiration  of 
'  three  months,  from  the  date  of  the  proclamation 

*  aforesaid,  be  revived  and  have  full  force  and 
'  effect,  so  ifar  as  relates  to  the  dominions,  colonies, 
'  and  dependencies  of  the  nation  thus  refusing  or 

*  neglecting  to  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  in 
'  manner  aforesaid.  And  the  restrictions  imposed 
'  by  this  act  shall,  from  the  date  of  such  procla- 
'  mation,  cease  aad  be  discontinued  in  relation  to 
'  the  nation  revoking  or  modifying  her  decrees,  in 
'  the  manner  aforesaid.*' 

Divested  of  technical  expression,  this  is  the 
abstract  form  of  this  section.    It  provides  that  a 
new  commercial  oonditioii  shall  result,  on  the 
occurrence  of  a  specified  fact;  which  fact  the 
President  shall  declare.    On  this  state  of  the  sub* 
ject  I  observe  that  nothing  in  the  act,  indicates 
whether  the  object  of  the  United  States,  in  pro- 
viding for  this  eventual  commercial  condition, 
was  its  own  benefit,  convenience,  or  pleasure;  or 
whether  it  was  )n  the  nature  of  a  profier  to  for- 
eign nations.    It  will,  however,  be  agreed  on  all 
aides,  that  the  object  was  either  the  one  or  the 
other.    If  the  object  were  our  own  benefit,  con- 
venience, or  pleasure,  it  will  not  be  pretended 
that  we  are  under  anv  obligation  to  continue  the 
tjrstem.    For  that  which  was  adopted,  solely  for 
either  of  these  ends,  may.  whenever  our  views 
concerning  them  vary,  be  abandoned ;  it  being 
the  concern  of  no  other.    But  it  is  said  that  the 
act  was^  in  truth,  a  proffer  to  the  two  belliger- 
ents, of  commerce  to  the    obsequious  nation, 
prohibition  of  commerce  to  the  contumacious 
nation.    If  this  were  the  case,  I  shall  agree,  for 
the  sake  of  argument,  th^t  it  ought  to  be  fulfilled 
to  the  full  extent  of  the  terms.    But  inasmuch  as 
there  is,  in  the  terms  of  the  act,  no  indication  of 
such  a  proffer,  \i  follows  that  its  nature  must 
arise  from  the  circumstances  of  the  case ;  and 
that  the  whole  of  the  obligation,  whatever  it  is, 
grows  out  of  an  honorable  understanding,  and 
nothing  else.  ^  As  such,  I  admit,  it  should  be 
honorablv  fulfilled.    The  nature  of  this  proffer 
it  that  or  a  proposition  upon  terms.    Now  what 
I  say,  is,  and  it  is  the  foundation  of  my  argument, 
that  whoever  claims  an  honorable  compliance 
with  such  a  proposition,  must  be  able  to  show,  on 
hts  part,  an  bono'rabte  acceptance  and  fulfilment 
of  the  terms.    The  terms  our  act  proposed  were — 
mn  act  to  be  done ;  an  effect  to  be  produced.     The 
act  to  be  done  was,  the  revocation  or  modifica- 


tion of  the  edicts.  The  efltet  to  be  produndvit 
that  this  revocation  or  modifieatiooshoaldbetaek 
as  that  these  edicts  should  **  cease  to  violsie  oir 
neutral  commerce.''  Now  the  qaestioos  vbiek 
result  are,  has  the  act  been  donef  If  done,  bit 
it  been  so  done  as  to  amount  to  aa  honorable  fot* 
fihnent  or  acceptance  of  our  terms f  Then- 
amioation  of  these  two  points  will  expliiotte 
real  situation  of  these  United  States,  and  tie 
actual  slate  of  their  obligations. 

In  considering  the  question  whether  thefacttf 
revocation,  or  modifieattqa.  has  oeearred.  it  b 
unfortunate  that  it  does  involve,  at  least  in  pops- 
lar  estimation,  the  propriety  of  the  proelamaiia. 
issued  on  the  second  of  November  last,  by  tk 
President  of  the  United  States.     I  irgret,  a 
much  as  any  one,  that  such  is  the  state  of  thiop 
that  the  question,  whether  a  foreign  despot  to 
done  a  particular  act,  seems  necessarily  lo  k 
connect^  with  the  question,  eonceroiag  thepn* 
dence  and  perspicacity  with  which  our  on 
Chief  Magistrate  has  done  another  act.   I  sa?  n 
popular  estimation  these  subjects  seem  w  m 
nected.    I  do  not  think  that  in  the  estimatioorf 
wise  and  reflectine  men,  they  are  aeeessarilf 
thus  connected.    For  the  fact  might  not  ban 
occurred  precisely  in  the  form  eontemptaied  kf 
the  act  or  May,  1910,  and  yet  the  Presideot  if 
the  United  States  in  issuing  bis  proelsoatM 
might  be  either  justifiable  or  exensabie.   It  oisit 
be  lustifiible.    A  power  intnisted  tea  polit/ciii 
to  be  used  on  the  occurrence  of  a  particolaf  ef«!, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  partieoltr  ea^i  ^^ 
may  sometimes  be  justifiable  in  nsiogjaaeaii 
which  may  not  be  precisely  that  orifiaallT  toa- 
templated.     It  may  be  efieetoally  tboa^h  i« 
formally,  the  same.    It  may  be  eqnaltf  m^ 
in  attaining  the  end.    In  such  a  case  a  politintf 
never  will,  and  perhaps  on^ht  not  lo  hesiiateii 
taking  the  responsibility,  whteh  arises  from  doiat 
the  act  in  a  case  not  coming  within  tberertil 
scope  of  his  authority.    Thus,  i a  the  present  ii- 
stance.     Th§^  President  of  the  United  Snttf 
might  have  deemed  the  terms,  in  the  ^^^^^ 
the  Duke  of  Cadore,  such  as  gave  a  rcssonaw 
expectation  of  acceptance  onth^  part  of  Or^ 
Britain.    He  has  talten  the  responsibility.  Be 
has  been  deceived.    Neither  Great  Briuio  ac- 
cepts the  terms,  nor  France  performs  ber  eoga^ 
ments.    The  proclamation  might  thus  btrebeea 
wise,  though  unfortunate  in  its  resolt.   Aodtf 
to  excuse,  will  it  be  said,  that  there  is  nothiof  a 
the  sort  in  this  case?     Why,  sir,  our  Adtninirt* 
tion  saw  the  Oreat  Napoleon,  acoordiog  (o  W 
own  confession,  over  head  and  ears  io  lore  wi» 
the  American  people.    At  such  a  sight  sj  ij* 
was  it  to  be  expected  of  flesh  and  blood,  that  tb^ 
should  hesitate  to  plunge  into  a  sea  of  bliss,  >"" 
indulge  in  joy  with  such  an  amorous  CyP"*?A 
But,  whether  the  fact  has  occurred,  on  whii» 
alone  this  proclamation  could  have  legally  iss«H| 
is  a  material  inquiry  and  cannot  be  ersded,  let|< 
reach  where  or  whom  it  will.    For  with  lh«»» 
connected  the  essential  condition  of  thiseoUDtm* 
on  this  depends  the  multiplied  rights  of  oum|^ 
low-citixens,  whose  property  has  beco  or  xvf  ^ 
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teised  or  ceQfis€«.le4  Qoder  this  law:  tad  b«n«e 
'esuU  our  obligacioos,  if  any,  at  is  preteoded, 
ix'iaU  It  is  importaDt  here  to  oWrv€,  that,  ac- 
tording  to  the  terina  of  the  aet  of  May  1, 1810. 
he  law  of  March  l^  1809,  r^r ivea  on  the  occur- 
ence of  the  fact  cequired,  aDd-not  oo  the  procla- 
BAtioo  issoed.  If  the  fact  bad  not  O0curred|  the 
voclanatioD  is  a  dead  letter,  aiid  no  tubseqaent 
lerforraaoee  of  the  required  fact,  by  either  beU 
igerent,  can  retroaet  so  as  to  give  validity  to  the 
irevioua  proclamation.  The  coarse  required  by 
he  act  of  the  1st  of  May,  1810,  unqaestiooably 
s,  that  tbe  fact  reqoifed  to  be  done  should  be 
ffecedent«  in  ppiot  of  time,  to  the  right  accruing 
0  issue  the  proclamation;  and  of  consequence 
hat,  by  no  constnictibn,  caiT  toy  sobseqnent  per* 
oriaiance  of  the  fact  required  operate  backward 
o  support  a  proclamation  issued  p^viooa  to  the 
lecurrence  of  tbat  fact  9  Whenever  this  fact  is 
sally  done,  a  new  prociaaiation  is  refuired  to 
omply  with  tbe  provisions  of  the  aet,  ai|d  to 
five  efficacy  lo  th^m* 

I  am  tbe  more  particular  iq  referring  to'  this 
ecessary  construction,  resulting  from  the  terms 
f  the  act  of  the  first  of  May  last,  because  it  is 
«ry  obviooa  that  a  different  opinion  did  until 
ery  lately,. and  probably  does. now,  prevail  on 
bis  floor.  We  all  recollect  what  a  state  of  de- 
•retsioa  the  conduct,  of  Bot^aparte  in  seizing  oar 
essels, aohsequent  totbe first  of  November,  pro- 
oced.  as  soon  a;s  it  was  known  in  this  House, 
Dd  what  a  sadden  joy  was  lighted  up  ia  it,  when 
le  news  of  the  arrival  of  a  French  Minister  was 
nnmunicated.  Oreat  hopes  were  entertained 
ftd  expressed,  that  he  would  bring  sproe  formal 
ivoeatioQ  of  his  edicts,  or  disarowal  of  the 
ifisores  which  might  retroaet  and  support  the 
eocianmlioD*  It  was  confidently  expeeted  that 
>me  explanation,  at  least,  of  these  outrnges, 
"Ottld  be  contained  in  his  portmanteaii  i  tb^t  ua* 
sr  his  powder-puff, -or  an  his  snuff  box,  seme  dost 
rould  be  found  to  throw,  into  the  ey^s  of  the 
American  people,  which  might  so  far  blind  the 
ense,  as  to  induce  them  to  acquiesce  in  the  en* 
srcemeot  of  tjbe  Boa-iotercourse,  without  any 
ery  scrufmloos  scrutiny  into  tbe  performance  o( 
he  conditions  by  Bonaparte.  But;  fiias  1  sir,  tb€ 
linisier  is  as  jfiarsimonions  as  his  master  is  vo- 
leiooa*  He  bail  not  ^ndesconded  to  extend 
me  particle,  not  one  pinch  of  comfort  to  the  Ad- 
ainistration.  From  anything  in  the  Messages 
(  our  Preaident,  it  would  not  be  so  much  as 
inowo  that  ^ach  a  blessed  vision,  as  was  this 
lew  Envoy,  had  saluted  his  eye^.  His  comma- 
licationa  preserve  an  ominous  siieniee  on  the 
opic.  Administration,  after  all  their  hopes,  have 
leen  compelled  to  resort  to  the  old  specific/and 
itve  caused  to  be  tipped  upon'  our  tables  a  cart- 
oad  of  sand,  grit,  .and  sawdust,  from  oyir  meta* 
ibyiical  mechanic,  who  seesaws  at  St.  James', 
IS  tliey  pull  the  wire  here  in  Washington.  Yes, 
lir,  a  letter  written  on  the  tenth  day  of  Decetn- 
)er  last,  by  our  Minister  in  London,  is  seriously 
otroduced  tp  prove,  by  abstract  reasoning,  that 
he  Berlin  aod  Milan  decrees  bad  ceased  to  exist  I 
ui  the  first  pf  4he  pue^diog  I^ovemberi  of  wi)0(|p  I 


existence,  as  late  as  the  85th  of  last  December, 
we  have,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  thiogs  permit, 
occdlar,  auricular,  and  tangible  demoD>tratioB. 
And  the  people  of  this  country  are  invited  to  be* 
liieve  the  logic  of  Mr.  Piokoey  in  the  face  of  tbe 
fact  of  a  continued  seizure  of  all  the  vessels 
which  caioe  witbio  the  grasp  of  the  French  cos- 
tom<»house,  from  the  first  or  November,  down  to 
the  date  of  our  last  aecotiots;  aod,  in  defiai^ceof 
the  decUgraiion  of  our  Charge  d' Affaires,  made  on 
the  10th  of  December,  tbat  '*  it  will  not  be  pre* 
tended  that  the  decrees  have  in  fact  been  re- 
voked," and  in  utter  discredit  of  the  allegation  of 
the  Duke  of  Massa,  made  on  the  25th  of  tbe 
samo  month,  which,  in^  effect.  decUres  tbe  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  exist,  by  declaring/*  that  they 
shall  remain  su.spendedf."  After  such  evidence 
as  this,  the  question  whether  a  revocation  or 
modification  of  the  edicts  of  France  has  so  oc* 
curr^d  ^*  as  tbat  tbey  ceikse  to  violate  the  neutral 
commerce  of  the. United  States."  does  no  longer 
depend  upon  the  f  ubtleties  of  syllogistic  skill,  nor 
is  to  be  disproved  by  any  power  of  logical  illa- 
tion. It  is  an  affair  of  sense  aod  feeling.  And 
our  citizens,  whose  property  has  been,  since  the 
first  of  November,  oniforn^ly  seized, and  of  which 
they  are  avowedly  to  be  deprived  three  months, 
and  which  is  then  only  to  be  returned  to  them 

00  the  condition  of  good  behaviour,  may  as  soon 
be  made  to  believe,  by  the  teaching. of  philoso- 
phy, that  their  rights  are  not  violated,  as  a 
wretch,  writhing  under  the  lash  of  the  execu- 
tipner^-might  be  made  by  a  course  of  reasoning 
to  believe,  that  the  natural  state  of  his  flesh  was 
not  violated,  aod  that  his  shoulders,  out  of  which 
blood  was  flowing  at  every  stroke,  were  in  the 
quiet  enioyment  of  cuticuiar  ease. 

Whether  the  revocation  expressed  in  the  letter 
of  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  was  absolute  or  condi- 
tional, or  whether  the  conditions  were  precedent 
or  subsexitieot,  in  the  present  state  oi  our  evi- 
rleace,  it  seems  scarcely  important  to  inquire. 
Yet  the  construction  of  that  celebrated  passa|^ 
in  his  letter  of  the  5th  of  August,  has  been,  as 

1  have  ever  seen,  giveo  ^o  much  in  the  manner 
of  lawyers,  and  so  little  in  that  of  statesmen, 
that  it  deserves  a  short  elucidation ;  how  much 
the  words  ^it  being  understood  tbat,"  in  their 
particular  position  are  worth ;  aod  whether  they 
nave  the  effect  of  a  condition  precedent,  or  of  a 
condition  subsequent.  A  statesman  will  look  at 
the  terms  contained  in  that  letter  in  a  different 
aspect,  not  for  the  purpose  of  asceruintog  how 
much  a  court  of  law  might  be  able  to. make  of 
them,  as  to  discern  ^n  what  position  of  language 
the  writer  intended  to  intrench  himself^  and  to 
penetrate  h»d  real  policy,  iK>t withstand mg  the 
veil  in  which  b^  chose  to  envelope  it.  He  will 
consider  the  letter  in  connexion  with  tbe  general 
course  of  French  policy,  and  the  particular  cir- 
cumstances which  produced  it.  By  these  lights, 
it  is  scarcely  possible  to  mistake  the  character 
and  true  construction  of  these  expressions.  Upon 
recurring  to  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  it  will 
be  found  that  they  contain  a  solemn  pledge,  that 
*'  they  ahail  contioue  to  be  rigorously  in  fofce,  |ui 


1019 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


1O20 


H.  OF  ft. 


Chmmerdal  intercourse. 


PmOAKT,  1811. 


long  as  (hat  (the  En^tish)  QoTernmenc  does  noi 
return  to  the  principle  of  the  law  of  nations." 
Their  determination  to  support  this  pledge,  the 
French  Grovernment  has  uniformlf  and  uode- 
viatingty  declared.  They  ha?e  told  us  con* 
stantly  that  they  Required  a  previous  revocation 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  as  the  condition  of 
their  rescinding  those  edicts.  The  question  who 
should  first  revoke  their  edicts  had  come  to  be, 
notoriously,  a  sort  of  point  of  honor  between  the 
two  belligerents.  Perfectly  acquainted  with  this 
state  of  things,  we  have  been  perpetually  negoti- 
ating  between  the  one  and  the  other,  add  con- 
tending with  each  that  jt  was  his  duty  previously  * 
to  revoke.  At  length  the  French  Qovernment, 
either  tired  with  our  solicitations,  or  more  prob- 
ably, seeing  their  own  advantage  in  our  anxiety 
to  get  rid  of  these  decrees,  which  yet,  as  an  es- 
sential part  of  lis  continental  system  of  total 
commercial  exclusion  it  never  intended  to  aban- 
don, devised  thil  scheme  of  policy,  which  iias 
been  the  source  of  so  much  contest,  and  has  puz- 
zled all  the  metaphysicians  in  England  and  the 
Untted  States.  Cadore  is  directed,  to  say  to  Mr. 
Armstrong:  *^  In  this  new  fttate  of  things  I  am 

*  authorized  to  declare  to  you,  sir,  that  th«  decrees 
'  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked,  and  that  after 

*  the  first  of  November  they  will  cease  to  have 
'efiect;  it  being  understood  that,  in  consequence 
<  of  this  declaration,  the  English  shall  revoke 
Ubeir  Orders  in  Council,  and  renounce  the  new 
^principles  of  blockade  which  they  have  wished 
'to  establish;  or  that  the  United  States,  con- 
'  formabiy  to  the  act  you  have  just  communica- 
'  ted,  shall  cause  their  rigbts  to  be  respected  by 

*  the  English."  In  this  curious  gallimaufry  of 
time  present  and  time  future,  of  doing  and  re- 
Training  to  do,  of  declaration  and  understanding, 
of  English  duties' and  American  duties,  it  is  easy 
to  trace  the  design,  and  see  its  adaptation  to  the 
past  and  present  policy  of  the  French  Emperor. 
The  time  present  was  used,  because  the  act  of 
the  United  States  required  that  previously  to  tht; 
proclamation  the  edicts  "  shall  be"  revoked.  And 
this  is  the  mighty  mystery  of  time  present  being 
used,  in  expressing  an  act  intended  to  be  done  in 
time  future.  For  if,  as  the  order  of  time,  and 
the  state  of  intention  indicated,  time  future  had 
been  used,  and  the  letter  of  Cadore  bad  said  the 
decrees  shall  be  revoked  on  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber next,  then  the  proclamation  could  not  be  is- 
sued, because  the  President  would  be  obliged  to 
wait  to  have  evidence  that  the  act  had  been  ef- 
fectually done.  Now  as  the  French  Emperor 
never  intended  that  it  should  be  efiectuated,  and 
yet  meant  to  have  all  the  advantage  of  an  efifec- 
tual  deed  without  performing  it,  this  notable 
scheme  was  invented.  And,  by  French  finesse, 
and  Atnerican  acquiescence,  a  thing  is  consid- 
ered as  efiectualiy  done,/if  the  declaration  that  it 
is  done  be  made  in  language  of  time  present,  not- 
withstanding the  time  of  performance  is  in  the 
same  breath  declared  to  be  in  time  future.  Hay- 
ing thus  secured^  the  concurrence  of  the  Ameri- 
can administration,  the  next  part  of  the  scheme 
was  so  to  arrange  the  expression  that  either  the 


British  Gov^nnnent  should  not  aeeede,  or  if  it 
did  accede,  that  it  sbonlJ  secure  to  Fraocetbe 
point  of  honor — a  previous  revoeatioo  by  the 
British ;  and  if  they  did  not  accede,  that  tbeit 
should  be  a  color  for  seizures  and  sequestrelloni 
and  thus  stiH  further  to  bind  the  Aroericsas  ora 
to  their  good  behaviour.  All  this  is  attained  br 
this  well-devised  expression  ^  it  being  understood 
that,  in  consequence  of  this  declaration,  the  Ei- 
glish  'feball  revoke." 

Now,  Great  Britain  either  would  accede  to  tte 
terms,  or  she  would  not.  If  she  did,  and  did  it 
as  the  terms  required,  in  Consequence  of  tbisdf 
da  ration,  then  it  must  be  done  previous  to  tin 
first  of  November,  and  then  the  point  of  faoi- 
or  was  saved  to  France;  so  that  thus  France, 
by  a  revocation  verbally  present,  efiectoaily  fa- 
tare,  would  attain  an  enectual  previoas  reToo- 
tion  from  the  English.  But  if,  as  Fraoce  ex{Me^ 
ed,  Great  Britain  would  not  trust  in  such  papa 
security,  and  therefore  not  revoke,  previou^}ftt 
the  first  of  November,  then  an  npOlogy  might  Ix 
found  for  France,  to  justify  her  in  refusing  to^ 
feotuate  that  Resent,  future,  and  absolute,  coedi- 
tional  revocation.  And  if  ever  the  Duke  of  Ci- 
dore  shall  oondesoend,  which  it  is  probible  i» 
never  will,  to  reason  with  our  Governmeot  oo  lis 
subject,  he  may  tell  them  that  ihey  knev  tbi:  lU 
French  Emperor  had  issued  those  decreet,  opoi 
the  pledge  that  they  were  to  eontioue  anti)  At 
British  abandoned  their  maritime  principlci;  (/)it 
he  told  us,  over,  and  over,  and  over  «gaiB,  tki 
previous  revocation  by  the  British  wasabsobtclf 
required;  that  for  the  purpose  of  patting  to  trial 
the  sincerity  of  the  British,  he  had  indeed  de- 
clared that  tne  French  decrees  '•  are  revoked," « 
the  first  day  of  November  easajag;  but  thai: 
was  on  the  expressed  eondiiloii  that  imcowKqaaa 
of  thai  dedaration,  not  of  the  revocaiion.  md 
that  declaration^  ttie  British  were  to  revoke,  id 
if  they  did  not,  the  "understanding"  was ooi re- 
alized; and  his  rights  of  enforcing  his  sfstemn- 
tnained  to  him.  And  I  eonfees  I  do  oot  well  see. 
what  answer  can  be  made  to  stich  an  argaoeat 
Let  us  examine  the  ease  in  com  moo  life.  Y01 
Mr.  Speaker,  have  two  separate  tracts  of  laaA 
each  lying  behind  the  farms  of  A  and  B,  so  tiiit 
jou  cannot  get  to  one  of  the  tracts,  with(«i  g^'* 
injr  over  the  farih  of  A,  nor  to  the  other  tract 
without  going  over  the  farm  «*f  B.  For  som 
cause  or  other,  both  A  and  B  have  a  mutoal  n- 
terest  that  you  should  enjoy  the  rt^t  of  passi|e 
to  your  tract,  over  the  farm  o(  each  respeciirdf- 
A  and  B  get  into  qoarrefo  aod  wish  to  iorolR 
you  in  the  dispute.  You  keep  aloof,  but  are  p 
petuatty  negotiating  with  each  for  your  old  rif^i 
of  passageHvay,  and  telling  each  that  it  is  owio; 
to  him  that  the  other  prohibits  your  enjojmtai 
of  it.  At  last  A  says  •'  Gome.  We  will  put  tin* 
B  to  trial.  I,  on  this  fifth  day  of  August,  declare 
my  prohibitions  of  passage-way  are  revoked,  m 
after  the  first  day  of  Noveaber,  my  prohibiiiow 
shall  cease  to  have  effect;  but,  it  is  UDderstoodj 
that  B,  in  consequence  of  this  declaration,  M 
also  revoke  his  prohibition  of  passage- wsf."  ^ 
B  refttsea,  does  A,  under  the  cireuoistaaeo  « 
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ach  a  declaratioilj  Ttolate  any  obkigation,  should 
le  refuKe  to  permit  the  passage?  Might  not  A 
irge  with  great  color  and  force  of  ai^guinent^  that 
his  arrangement  was  the  efieet  of  your  solicita- 
ion  and  assurance,  that  B  would  be  tempted  by 
ach  a  profier,  and  that  the  revocation  ot  B  was 
rquired,  bjr  the  terms,  to  be  the  consequence  of 
i*»  declaration,  for  the  very  purpose  of  indicating 
bat  it  must  be  anterior  to  the  fact,  of  A's  effec- 
i)al  revocation  ?  But  let  this  be  as  it  will ;  Fup- 
•ose  that  you,  on  the  first  of  November,  in  conse- 
aence  oi'  A's  assurances,  b«d  sent  your  servants 
nd  teams  to  bring  hofne  your  products,  and  A 
houlJ  seize  your  oxen,  and  teams  and  products, 
nd  drive  your  servants,  after  having  stripped 
lem,  from  his  farm,  and  should  tell  you,  that  he 
liould  keep  this,  and  ail  other  property  of  yours^ 
D  which  he  cati  lay  his  hands,  for  three  months, 
nd  then  he  should  restore  it  to  you.  or  not.  as  he 
iw  fii,  accordioy  to  his  opinion  of  your  good  be- 
sviour.  I  ask,  if,  in  any  sense,  you  could  truly 
ly  that  on  ihe  first  day  of  November  the  prohi- 
itioDs  or  edicts  of  A  were  so  revoked,  thit  they 
eased  to  violate  your  liberty  of  passage?  8ir, 
rhen  tiewed  in  relation  to  comi^on  life,  the  idea 
I  so  absurd,  that  it  would-  be  absolutely  abusive 
>  a»k  the  question.  I  refer  the  decision  of  so 
imple  a  ease  to  the  sound  sense  of  the  American 
eople,  and  not  to  that  of  ^scurvy  politicians, 
rho  seem  to  see  the  things  they  do  not."  In  a 
oodensed  form  my  argument  is  this.  From  a 
evocation  merely  verlml,  no  obligations  result. 
ty  (be  terms  of  our  act  the  revocation  tnusr  be 
I'ectual,  ^  so  as  the  edict  shall  cease  to  violate 
n  rights."  Now  the  simple  question  ts.  whether 
I  uniform  seizure,  since  the  first  of  November, 
ider  those  edicts  (for  none  other  are  pretended)  of 
I  their  property,  and  holding  it  for  three  months, 
»seehowtbey  will  behave,  M  or  be  not  a  violation 
'the  rights  of  the  American  people?  In  relation 
the  revival  by  a  formal  declaration  of  the  noni 
Aercourse  ^stem,  as  \9  proposed  in  one  of  these 
ictions,  1  offer  this  argument:  Either  the  fact, 
D  which  the  President's  proclamation  could  alone 
ave  been  i&sued,  has  occurred  or  it  has  hot.  If 
has  occurred,  then  the  law  of  Mareh  1809,  is  re- 
ifed,  and  this  firovision,  by  a  declarative  law,  is 
naecessary.  If  it  have  not  occurred,  then  there 
00  obligation  to  revive  it,  for  alooe  on  the  oo* 
urrence  of  the  specified  fact  does  our  obligation 
epend.  In  such  case  the  revival  by  declaration 
t  a  mere  gratuity  to  Napoleon.  This  is  in  fhct 
le  true  eharaotar  of  the  law.  As'to  the  pn>vl- 
ions  for  relief  of  our  meachvots  againsi  aofiiei* 
ited  seizure,  I  hold  them  searcely  deserving  cod« 
deration.  Heaven  be  praised  we  have  iadepen- 
eot  tribunals  and  intelligent  juries.  Our  judges 
re  not  corrupt  and  our  yeomanry  will  not  be 
wajred  in  their  decisions,  by  the^  hope  of  Presi- 
ential  favors,  nor  be  guided  by  party  influence. 
'he  harpies  of  your  oastom*house  dare  as  soon 
at  ofi"  their  own  claws,  as  thrust  them,  in  the 
resent  state  of  the  law  of  March,  1809,  into  the 
ttness  of  their  fellow-citizeoa.  The  timorous 
nd  light-shuonin^  herd  of  spies  and  informers 
ftve  too  much  instinct,  topoonce  oa  such  a  pray. 


But,  in  order  to  cause  any  obligation  to  result  un* 
der  the  law  of  May  1, 1810,  it  is  necessary,  not  only 
that  the  fact  required  be  done,  and  the  eflect  requir- 
ed produced ;  but  also  the  terms  of  that  act  must 
be  accepted*  The  proffer  we  made,  if  such  be  the 
character  of  that  act,  was  only  to  revive  the  non- 
intercourse  law  against  the  contumacious  bellig- 
erent, after  three  months  had  expired,  from  the 
date  of  the  proclamation.  Now  a  is  remarkable, 
that,  so  far  from  accepting  the  terms  of  the  pro- 
position, contained  in  our  act,  as  the  extent  of 
our  obligations,  Bonaparte  expressly  tells  us,  that 
they  mean  someihinff  eke;  and iM>me thing,  too, 
that  no  man  in  this  House  will  dare  to  aver  they 
really  Intend.  It  is  also  remarkable  that  the  terms 
of  this  celebrated  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Cadore, 
of  the  fifth  of  August,  which  have  been  repre- 
sented as  a  relaxation,  in  the  rigor  of  the  French 
Bmperor*s  policy, 'are.,iti  fact,  something  worsa 
than  the  original  terras  of  the  Milan  decree,  and' 
that,  ittbtead  of  having  obtained  a  boon  from  a 
friend,  in  tins  boasted  Tetter,  oor  Administrstion 
have  ottiy  caught  a  gripe  from  a  Tartar.  B.y  the 
terms  of  the  Milan  decree,  it  wac  to  "cease  with 
respect  to  all  nations  who  compelled  the  English 
to  respect  their  flag."  By  the  terms  of  the  letter 
of  Cadore,  it  was  to  cease  on  condition  that  the 
United  States  ^  cau$e  their  rights  to  be  respected.** 
Now  as  much  as  an  obligation,  of  an  indefinite 
extent,  is  worse  than  a  dehnite  obligation,  just  so 
much  worse  are  the  terms  of  the  letter  of  i[5adore, 
than  the  original  terms  of  the  Milan  decree.  Mr. 
Speaker,  let  us  nol  be  •deceived  concerning  the 
policy  ol*  the  French  Emperor.  It  \%  stern,  un- 
relenting, and  unrelaxing.  So  far  from  any  de- 
viation from  his  original  system  being  indicated 
in  this  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  a  strict  ad- 
herence to  it  is  formally  and  carefully  expressed. 
Ever  since  the  commencement  of  **  w  continen- 
tal system,*'  as  it  is  galled,  the  policy  of  Napoleon 
has  unifbrmly  been  to  oblige  the  United  States  to 
effectual  co-operation  in  that  system.  As  early 
as  the  7th  of  October,  1807,  his  Minister,  Cham* 
pagny,  wrote  to  General  Armstrong,  that  the  in- 
terests ol  all  maritime  Powers  were  common,  to 
unite  in  support  of  their  rizhts  against  England. 
After  this  followed  the  embargo  which  co-opera- 
ted effectually  at  the  very  critical  moment,  in  hia 
great  plan  of  continental  commercial  restriction. 
On  the  ^th  of  the  ensuing  November,  he  resorts 
to  the  same  language — "  in  violating  the  rights  of 
'all  nations  England  has  united  them  all  by  a 

*  common  interest,  and  it  is  for  them  to  have  rft- 
'  course  to  force  against  her."  He  then  proceeds 
to  invite  the  United  States  to  take  ^\  with  the  whole 

*  Continent  the  part  of  guaranteeing  itself  from 
'  her  injustice,  and  in  forcing  her  to  a  peace.'' 

On  the  ISih  of  January,  1808,  he  is  somtswhat 
more  pointed  and  positive,  as  to  our  efficient  con- 
currence in  hi:<  plan  of  policy.  For  his  Minister, 
Champagny,  then  tells  us^ihat  ^  Hid  Majesty  baa 
no  doubt  of  a  declaration  of  war  against  England 
by  the  United  States,"  and  he  then  proceeds  to 
take  the  trouble  of  declaring  war  out  of  our  hands, 
and  volunteers  his  services,  ffratuitoosly,  to  de- 
clare it,  in  ottt  name,  and  behalf.    '*  War  exists 
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*  then,  in  f«c(  between  England  and  the  United 
<  States ;  and  His  Majesty  considers  it  a«  declared 

*  from  the  day  on  which  England  published  ber 
^  decrees."  And  in  order  to  make  assurance 
doubly  sure,  he.  sequesters  our  Testis  in  his  ports, 
**aQtit  a  decision  may  be  had  on  the  dispositions 
to  be  expressed  by  the  United  States,"  on  his 
proposition  of  considering  themselves  '*  amociated 
in  the  cause  of  all  the  Powers,"  against  Errand. 
Tiow  in  all  this  there  is  no  deception,  and  can  be 
DO  mistake,  as  to  the  purpose  of  his  policy.  He 
tells  us,  as  plain  as  language  can  speak,  that  "  by 
causing  our  rights  to  be  respected,"  he  meane 
war,  on  his  side,  against  Qreat  Britain.  That 
*'our  interests  are  common" — that  he  considers 
tts.  already  **  associates  in  tbe  war,"  and  that  he 
sequesters  oar  property  by  way  of  security  for  our 
dispositions.  This  is  his  old  policy,  i  pray  some 
gentlemen  on  the  other  si<Je  of  the  House  to  point 
out,  in  what  it  differs  from  the  new.  The  leltef 
of  Cadore  on  the  fifth  of  August  telb  us,  it  is  ex* 
pected  that  we  '*^use  our  rights  to  be  respected, 
in  eooformityto  our  act,"  and  the  same  letter 
also  tells  us  what  be  understands  to  be  the  roeao- 
togof  our  act.  "In  short.  Congress  engages  to 
oppose  itself  to  that  one  oi  the  belligerent  Pow- 
ers which  shall  refuse  to  acknowledge  the  rights 
of  neutrals."  In  other  words,  "by.  causing  our 
rights  to  be  respected,"  he  means  war  on  his  side 
against  Qreat  Britain*  In  perfect  conformity 
with  this  uniform,  undeviatiog  policy,  his  Minis- 
ter, Turreau,  tells  our  QoTeromeoi,  in  bis  letter 
of  the  28tb  of  November  last,  that  ''the  modifi- 

*  tions  to  be  given  to  the  present  absolute  exclu- 
'  aton  of  our  products  will  not  depend  upon  the 
'  chance  of  events,  but  .will  be  the  result  of  mea* 

*  sures, firm  and  pursued  witbpef^eve ranee,  which 
'  the  two  Gbvemmeots  will  cooUQue  to  adopt  (o 
'  withdraw  from  the  monopoly  and  from  tbe  vex 

*  atiotts  of  the  coomion  enemy  a  commerce  loyal 
'  and  necessary  to  France  aa  well  ns  the  United 
'  States."  And  to  the  end,  that  no  one  feature  of 
his  policy  should  be  changed,  or  evlHi  appear  to 
be  relaxed,  bis  Excellency  the  Duke  of  Masea, 
gnd  his  Excellency  the  Duke  of  Gaete,  in  their 
respective  letters  of  the  25th  of  December,  de- 
clare, thet  the  property  taken,  shall  be  "  onlt 
sequestered  until  the  United  Sta^  have  ful- 
filled their  eagagementa  to  cause  their  rights  to 
be  respected."  Tfow,  Mr.  Speaker,  i»  were  ^ 
man  in  this  House  bqld  enough  to  maiotain,  or 
with  capacity  enough  to  point  out,  any  material 
variation,  between  the  policy  of  France,  to  this 
country,  subseqtieot  to  the  Cadore  letter,  of  the 
5th  of  August,  and  its  policy  anterior  to  that  pe- 
riod? The  character  of  the  policy  is  one  and  in- 
divisible. Bonaparte  had  not  yielded  one  inch 
to  our  Administration.  Now, as  he  neither  per- 
formed the  act,  required  by  the  law  of  May,  1810 ; 
nor  produced  the  eflfect )  nor  accepted  the  terms  it 
proposed  ;  whence  arise  our  obligations  f  .  How 
IS  our  faith  plighted  ?  In  what  way  arc  we 
bound  again  to  launch  our  country  into  this  dark 
sea  of  restriction ;  surrounded  on  all  sides  with 
perils  and  penalties? 

The  true  nature  of  this  Cadore  policy  is  alone 


lo  be  discovered  in  the  character  of  bis  nuact. 
Napoleon  is  an  universal  genius.  ^*He  uo  ei- 
change  shapes  with  Protens  to  advanisge.*'  He 
hesitates  at  no  menns,nnd  commands  efery  skill 
He  toys  with  the  weak-r:he  umpers  wiia  tk 
meaii'^he  browbeats  the  haughty — with  ihe  coi- 
ning be  is  a  serpent.  For  the  courageoos  bebs 
teeth  and  talons.  For  the  co wenog  he  has  bod 
He  found  our  Administration  noea  aod  ioki^ 
try — parchment  politicians;  nod. he  baslaidja 
these  ephemeral  ea6ences,a  paper  fljrtrap,4ip> 
ped  in  French  honey.  Hecoules,  finding  tiitt  ne 
Qoold  not  reach  our  Administration  with  hiicUk 
and  that. they  were  out  of  their  wits  at  the  si^ii 
of  his  lion's  skin,  has  condescended  to  meet  tb« 
in  petticoats,  gnd  cooqi^er  them,spiBaiogattbs 
own  distaff. 

As  to  those  who,  after  the  endeace  now  a 
our  hands,  dett]r  that  the  decreea  exL^t,  Icaoa 
mora  reason  with  thean  than  with  those  v^d 
should  deny  the  sun  to  be '  in  the  Srmaoeot,  i: 
noon-day-  The  decrees  revoked  1  Tbe  foitK 
statute  act  of  a  despot  revoked  by  the  htn^d 
his  servile  Minister;  uttered  on  conditions  hi 
performed  by  Great  Britain,  and  claimini: tnai 
not  intended  to  be  performed  by  osl  Tbefiufli 
of  our  commerce  secure,  when  every  wio^ol 
heaven  is  burdened  with  the  sighs  of  oorsife* 
ing  seamen,  and  the  coast  of  the  whole  CoaiiMi 
heaped  witn  the  plunder  of  our  merchaoul  Tk 
den  of  the  tiger  safe !  Yet  the,  tracks  of  tkK 
who  enter  it  are  innumerable,  afnd  not  a  tneeis 
to  be  seen  of  a  returning  footstep  I  Tbe  ^i  of 
the  tiger  safe!  While  the  cry  of  the  uaa^ 
victims  are  heard  throtijgh  the  adamantiaev^ 
of  his  cave  ^  criea,  which  despair  and  tnpek 
otier,and  which  deep6tiam  itself  cannot  sti&! 
^  No,  Mr.  Speaker.  Let  us  speak  the  truth.  Ik 
aet  now  nroposed  is  required  by  no  oblisatiet 


It  is  whoUy  gratuitous.  Call  it  then  by  iupo^ 
per  name.  The  first  fruit  of  French  alliaoet*  ^ 
token  of  uaa9atl|i«^tLc  aubmtsaion.  Anytbififtt- 
cept  an  aetof  an  Amcrjcan  Congress,  tbe  Repit* 
seniatives  of  freem«n. 

The  present  is  the  most  faTonJile  moment  in 
the  abandoofiiaot  of  these  restrictioBs,  w\xsii 
settled  cooperation  with  the  French  eoDtioesw 
aystem  be  determined.    We  have  teoderd  tM 

Eroviffiona  of  this  act  to  both  beUicereots.  m 
ave  accepted— both,  as  principals,  or  by  tbtf 
agents,  have  deceived  us.  .     . 

We  talk  of  the  edieto  of  George  the  Tbird  ni 
Napoleon.  Yet  those  of  the  Fr esideat  of  w 
United  States,  under  your  law,  are  far  mored*' 
teauble  to  your  mefchanta.  Their  edicts  plt»' 
dered  the  rtch.  His  make  those  who  are  po^ 
still  poorer.  Their  decives  attack  tbe  extresi; 
ties.  His  proclaiaation  Qxes  upon  the  rl(ali«B^ 
cbecl^s  the  action  of  the  seat  of  commercial  ui< 
I  know  that  great  hopes  are  enterlsioed  of  T^ 
lief  from  the  proposed  law,  by  the  pro»l«*f  °'! 
Britiah  regency.  Bet w^o  a  mad  roooarch  i^ 
a  simpering  successor,  it  is  expected  ^^^"^^^ 
system  of  that  nation  wUl  be  abandoDed.  }^ 
gentlemen  beware, and  not  calculate  tooceruii^ 
oa  the  fulfilment,  by  men  iapower^of  pro»^^^ 
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made  out  of  it.  The  majority  need  not  go  out 
of  our  own  eoaotryi  nor  beyond  their  own  prac- 
tice, to  be  «oorineed  how  easily,  in-  such  caftes, 
iroud  promises  may  eveott»te  in  mea^e  per- 
formance. 

The  whole  bearing  of  my  argument  is  to  this 
loiot.  It  is  time  to  take  our  own  rights  into  our 
)wn  keeping.  It  is  time,  if  we  will  not  protect, 
o  refrain  from'  hampering,  by  our  own  acts,  the 
commerce  of  our  eouatry.  ru(  your  merchants 
10  iooger  under  the  guardianship  and  caprice  of 
breign  Powers.  Punish  not,  at  the  insii^tipn  of 
breigoers.  your  own  citiEena^  fbr  following  their 
igbteoas  calling  We  owe  nothing  to  France. 
JVe  owe  nothing  to  Great  Britain.  We  owe 
fTerythiog  to  the  American  people.  Let  us  show 
(urselres  reallv  independent  $  and  look  Com  grate- 
bl,  a  powerful,. and'  then  united  peo|>le,  for  sup- 
port, against  every  aggressor. 

Mr.  MDM^oRD-^The  genUemav  ^Mr.  dumoT) 
rom  Massachusetts  has  given  us  a  long  talk,  that 
imused  the  House  Tcry  much  with  tropes  and 
[gores,  and  I  hope  hascoovinoed  hioiself  that  he 
%  right.    I  am  no  adroeate  of  either  belligerenl, 

have  not  mucli  confidence  in  the  declarations 
i  foreign  Governments.  I  did,  however,  put 
onie  confidence  in  the  Erskin^  arrangemeni,  but 

was  deceived ;  it  met  my  approbation,  because 

was  among  those  ^ho  were  determined  to  set- 
le  our  disputes  with  Great  Britain,  in  our  own 
iray,  as  an  independent  nation.  And  I  will  now 
sk  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  whether, 
'the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  or  any  other 
kher  authority  in  Great  Britain,  should  write 
letter  to  Sir  William  Scott,  and  a  circular  letter 
\  the  Collector  of  Liverpool,  informing  them 
lat  the  Orders  in  Council  did  not  apply  to 
imerican  vessels  froth  and  after  the  1st  Novem- 
Kr,  he  would  not  deem  those  letters  to  be  evi- 
ence  of  the  fact?  If  so,  why  not  give  the  same 
redence  to  the  letters  of  the  Uuke  of  Massa  and 
le  Due  de  Gaete?  I  wish  to  preserve  the  faith 
f  the  nation.  We  have  been  plundered  by  both 
elligerents.  and  have  as  little  confidence  in  the 
ae  as  in  the  other;  but  without  some  reliance 
n  the  word  of  constituted  authorities  there  is  an 
nd  to  all  negotiations.  The  gentleman  says 
bat  we  are  about  to  shut  tip  "the  only  avenue  to 
ur  commercial  hope,''  These  are  his  own  words, 
'et  us  now  examine  this  avenue  to  our  commer* 
ial  hope.  I  will  in  the  first  place  ask  the  in* 
ulgence  of  the  House  ivbile  I  read  and  state 
ome  facts  from  a  letter  I  have  just  received  from 
Liverpool,  dated  January  8,  of  the  present  year, 
rom  one  of  the  most  respectable  houses  there, 
rbich  states  that  the  importation  of  cotton  from, 
he  Unired  States  was  3§0,000  bales  in  1810;  that 
here  was  then  145,000  bales  on  hand;  tobacco  im* 
K)rted  in  same  period,  14,700  hogsheads;  and, 
iot withstanding  the  consumption,  the  quantity 
m ported  kept  the  market  supplied  constantly  with 
'bout  the  same  number  of  hogsheads.  through6ut 
he  year  1810.  Pot-ashes  imported  28.946  bar- 
eis,on  hand  13,000  barrels;  Hce 39,000 imported^ 
tod  there  remains  on  hand  very  large  supplies, 
^hose  are  the  principal  articlea  of  the  prpduceof 
lllh  Con.  3d  S£ss. — 33 


our  soil  unsold  on  8th  of  January,  1811,  in  the 
port  of  Liverpool  alone,  besides  the  quantities  in 
the  other  ports  of  Great  Britain ;  and  the  same 
letter  observes:  '*Tbis  supply  checks  any  at* 
^  tempt  at  speculation,  and  without  an  export  vent 
'  is  procured;,  the  stock  on  hand  must  remain  un- 
\  saleable;  if  the  belt igerents  return  to  a  sense  of 
*  justice,  the  continental  markets  being  in  that  case 
'  re-opeaed,  will  require  large  supplies,  and  cause 
'  our  market  to  rise."  The  prices  of  upland  cotton 
are  stated  at  \2d.  sterling  per  )b;  tobacco,  vefj 
prime  id,  to  Id^  middling  quality,  great  quantity 
on  hand,  fit  only  for  Continental  market,  at  1^  a 
4d;  pot-ashes  43  to  £44  per  ton — rice  19  to  33 
per  cwt."  Sir,  there  is  no  Anierican  merchant 
who  can  pursue  that  commerce,  attended  with 
the  enormous  chages  and  duties  imposed  on  those 
articles  without  inevitable  ruin;  and  I  call  to  the 
recollection  of  gentlemen  the  numerous  failures 
in  consequence  of  bills  of  exchange  returned  under 
protest^  which  had  been  predicated  on  shipments  . 
to  British  ports:  and  yet  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  tells  us  this  is  "  the  only  avenue  to 
our  commercial  hope."  Send  your  vessels  to  the 
Brazils,  you  meet  them  there  intriguios  against 
your  commerce;  to Buenok  Ayres,  you  find  them 
there:  to  Cayenne,  there  aUo;  to  Terra  Firma, 
you  there  find  them  in  conjunction  with  Miranda 
iotriguinff,  and  counteracting  your  commerce; 
to  Barbaooes,  Surioaro, Demerara,  Trinidad,  Mar-  . 
tinique,  Guadaloupe,  Jamaica,  <&c.,  and  vdu  are 
met  with  enormous  port  charges,  ana  duties 
amounting  to  prohibition  on  the  staple  articles  of 
il>e  new  England  States;  codfish,  beef,  pork,, 
butter,  lard, cheese,  hams,  dkc.  It  is  true  we  are 
admitted  every  now  and  then,  at  the  mere  will 
and  caprice  of  a  governor,  to  import  into  those 
colonies  flour  at  a  duty  of  one  dollar  per  barrel; 
rice  and  lumber  in  proportion ;  on  condition  that 
you  shall  not  take  away  any  article  but  rum  and 
molasses,  and  this  is  the  only  avenue  to  our  com** 
mercial  hope.  They  are  like  the  locusts  of  Egypt  . 
ia  relation  to  our  commerce.  What  has  become 
of  your  1)350,000  tons  of  shipping,  valued  at  fifty 
dollars  per  ton, amoiia ting  to 907,500,000, one  third 
of  which  belongs  to  Massachusetts?  Is  the  gen- 
tleman willing  to  surrender  the  carrying  trade  to 
Great  Britain?  Let  him  turn  his  attentiob  to 
the  ports  of  New  York,  Philadelphia.  Baltimore, 
Norfolk,  Charleston,  and  ^ew  Orleans,  and  he 
will  find  that  British  ships  are  now  taking  the 
bread  out  of  the  mouths  of  his  own  constituents. 
They  are  enabled  to  take  freight  on  so  much  lower 
terms  than  American  vessels  can  afibrd  to  do  it. 
in  consequence  of  the  very  great  difference  or 
duties  in  Great  Britain,  between  importations  lo 
American  or  in  a  British  ship,  that  we  cannot 
compete  with  them,  unless  you  will  countervail 
them,  and  take  a  decisive  stand  in  defence  of  your 
commerce  to  continental  Europe,  and  carry  your 
produce  direct  to  the  consumers,  and  be  no  longer  •. 
subjected  to  be  fleeced  by  the  monopolizers  and 
retailers  of  the  old  world.  They  are  not  content 
to  have  the  whole  products  of  your  soil  deposited 
on  their  island,  on  which  they  receive  an  enor- 
mous import,  and  raise  an  extra  war  tax,  beatdes, 
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but  rhey  will  claim  very  soon  the  Mel^isiTe  ri^l 
to  ctttTf  it  when  and  where  they  please  io  their 
own  ships.  We  are  thus  redaeed  to  a  worse  sit* 
uaiioD  thao  in  a  state  of  coIoDization;  we  have 
now  all  tbedisadTantaees  of  being  plundered  by 
their  navy,  and  none  ofthe  adyantages  of  receiv- 
ing its  protection,  alihougb  they4ia7e  the  knpu- 
ideoce  to  cbarge  us  four  per  eenc  convoy  duty  on 
their  gewgaws  and  manufactures,  which  convoy 
they  do  not  give  lis.  Can  this  be  a  desirable  state 
of  thingsl  And  if  persevered  in,  I  am  oonvrnced 
tbe  commerce  of  the  United  States  will  descend 
into  the  same  tomb  With  the  gentleman's  story  of 
the  coffin. 

There  are  three  classes  of  your  citizens  to  be 
provided  for,  as  contemplated  in  the  provisions  of 
this  bill — first,  sequestrations  in  France,  Spain, 
Italy,  Holland,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Prassia,  and 
Russia.  Second,  those  who  have  sailed  to  France 
tioder  the  faith  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore's  letter  of 
the  5th  of  August  Third,  importers  of  British 
manufactures.  But  it  would  seem^  bv  the  argu- 
ments I  have  heard  advanced  in  this  House,  that 
there  were  otily  the  tetter  class  (o  be  provided 
for,  and,  as  I  presume  British  precedent  and  au- 
thority will  be  admitted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  be  good  evidence,  I  will  inform 
him  and  the  House  what  were  the  concurrent 
testimony  of  the  Euglish  merchants  before  the 
bar  ofthe  House  of  Commons  on  the  subject  of 
exports  and  imports  ofthe  United  States.  They 
stated  on  oath  that  the  exports  to  the  United 
States  were  about  twelve  millions  sterling,  and 
that  the  imports  were  about  four  millions  on  an 
average  for  the  years  1802, 1803, 1804,  when  there 
were  no  decrees  against  American  commerce, 
and  consequently  it  took  its  own  natural  channel 
and  supplied  each  market  according  to  its  natural 
consumption.  The  difierence  between  export  and 
import  being  about  eight  millions  sterling  against 
us.  Those  English  merchants  state  that  it  was 
made  up  and  received  from  our  trade  with  con- 
tinental Europe;  this  has  not  been  disproved  by 
the  British  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  nor  by 
his  friend  Stevens,  of  War  in  Disguise— it  is  a  fact ; 
they  cannot  deny  it.  And  shall  we  be  told  about 
.the  profitable  commerce  with  Great  Britain? 
After  a  statement  of  these  facts,  shall  we  so  on 
to  gorge  their  warehouses  with  twelve  mfliions 
sterling  of  produce,  when  their  own  internal  con- 
sumption does  not  exceed  four  millions  sterling? 
I  hope  not;  and  I  do  trust  that  the  time  is  not  tar 
distant  when  we  shall  assert  and  defend  our  just 
rights. 

Mr.  Tai^lmaooe  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  first 
section  of  the  amendment,  the  words,  applied  to 
the  proclamation  of  the  President,  ''and no  other 
.  evidence  shall  be  admitted,"  &c. 

With  theconsentof  Mr.  Tallmadob — Mr.  Liv- 
BRMORB  enlarged  the  motion,  so  as  to  strike  out 
the  words  '*  and  such  proclamation  shall  be  ad- 
mitted as  evidence,  and  no  other  evidence  shall 
be  admitted  of  such  revocation  or  modification." 
dtc.  of  the  Orders  in  Coooeil. 

Mr.  LtvaBMOBB  spoke  in  siipport  of  tke  motion. 


He  conceived  the  xlauao  proposed  to  be  strickn 
out  as  involving  a  most  arbitrary  featare. 

Mr.  Rosa  said  that  the  gentleman's  reifODiaf 
went  to  prove  that  a  cotirt,  ioaieadof  the  Kim- 
tive,  should  be  vested  with  the  power  of  decidiaf 
the  fact. 

Mr.  Wriobt  spoke  against  the  motioo.  Tk 
power  proposed  to  be  givea  to  the  Pmideatix 
the  United  States  in  this  ease  was  aaalGgoQ!  u 
the  proclamation  of  a  treaty,  which  tbea  becsat 
the  law  of  the  land,  dbc.  it  waa  the  only  evideM 
which  could  be  auknitted.. 

Mr.  LfTON  aa^l  Mr.  Wbcatoit  also  spoke  it 
ftivor  of  Uie  motion. 

The  question  on  Mr.  LivBRifOBB*a  moiioDwi] 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays.  For  tbe  mociofi  5^ 
against  the  motion  79,  aa  follows : 

Tbas — Joseph  ARen,  Abijah  IKgelo^,  DinietBlv- 
dell,  James  Brsckeoridge,  John  Campbell,  Job  C 
Chamberlain^  William  Cbamberfia,  Epsphioto 
Champmn,  Maitin  Ohittandea,  Jolm  Dsfeopoftja. 
WiUitm  EUy*  Jamea  Bmott,  Barant  Oaideiuer,Cfaii)» 
Uoldtboiongh,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Bale,  ^alkl^ 
iel  A.  Haven»  Daniel  Haistar^  JoBathaa  H.  HoM 
BbeiMuir  Huntingtoa*  Richatd  JaeksoDfJoA^Sokcr 
Jenkins,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewii,  jr.,  £^ 
ward  St.  Loe  Livermore»  Robert  Le  Roy  Umtpm. 
Matthew  Lyon,  Viaoent  Matthewea  Archibeid  Mcfiiyd!. 
Pleaaaat  M.  MiUer,  WOliam  Milnor.  JoaiihBO 
Moaeley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickmu  jr.,  Tis- 
othy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  QaisCT.Jok 
Randolph,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenaon,  Uwu  B. 
Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Ta^art,  Beojima 
Tallmadge,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  VuHotil 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Eukie 
Whitman,  and  James  WiUon. 

NATs-<Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Andfnon,I)n! 
Bard,  WiRiam  T.  Barry,  Barwell  Bassett.  Wilhi 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WtihaD  A.  Br 
well,  WHliam  Botler,  Joseph  Calhoan,  IW* 
Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  James  Cocka 
WiUiam  Crawford,  Richanl  Cvtta,  Joha  DainoD> 
Deaba,  John  W.  Eppea,  William  Fiadlej,  BvOx 
Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Tboai» 
GholaoB,  Peteraon  Goodwjn,  Edwin  Gray,  WiJiia 
Helm%  Jamea  HollsAd,  Jacob  Hafty,  Wilier  J«» 
Thomaa  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  Lov«,Ai.*cc 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexuiitf 
McKim»  WiUiam  McKinlev,  Samnel  L.  MitchiUJ^ 
Montgomery,  Kicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  ir 
emiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mamford,  Thomas  fit^^ 
Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Jib 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneiiee.  1^ 
thias  Richards, Samuel Rin^old,  John  ItouittZnfi* 
Root,  John  Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  StfflB0» 
Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scndder,  Bbenexer  9a!*f- 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Sbaw,  Daniel  SheAy,  Do'^ 
Smelt,  John  S^iHie,  George  Smith,  John  Smttb,  ^ 
nel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Riohaid  StaaMrJ^ 
Thompson,  Uri  Tra^,  Gwirga  M.lVoiq»,ChsrleiTr 
ner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Witbenpoos*  t»- 
Robert  Wright 

Mr.  Rhba  of  Tennessee,  adverting  to  tbe  pm^' 
want  of  limit  to  the  time  when  Great  Bhtf^ 
might  revoke  her  unlawful  edicts,  and  deelti^H 
his  opinion  that  the  section  as  it  now  stood  co^' 
travened  the  compact  with  Frtnce,  raored » 
amend  it,  so  as  to  read— *^  if  Great  Briuio  tm 
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on  or  before  the  2d  of  February,  1811,  have  so 
revoked  or  modified,  dbe  then  the  Presideot,"  &c. 
to  issue  his  proclamation,  &c. 

Mr.  R.  sfwke  io  support  of  his  propositioo,  de- 
<:lariii^  that  if  the  aectioo  was  amended  as  be 
proposed,  he  should  vote  for  k  ^  otherwise  not. 

Mr.  Lyon  «ailed  for  a  tfivisioo  of  the  queation, 
so  as  to  take  it  distinctly  oo  striking  out. 

Mr.  WRroBT  supported  Mr.  Rhba's  motion  at 
lenigth,  on  the  ground  that,  as  it  now  stood,  the 
bill  coatemplat«l  a  direct  Yfolation  of  the  compact 
with  France,  by  which  we  bad  engaged  to  pro^ 
hibtt  impoi^tatioQ  after  the  expiration  of  three 
months  iroln*  the  date  of  the  proclamation.  The 
attempt  of  the  L^islature  to  explain  or  declare 
the  intent  of  a  law  he  considered  an  usurpation 
of  judicial  powers. 

The  question  on  striking  otft  the  words  pro-^ 
posed  to  be  erased  by  Mr.  Rhba's  motion  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays.  For  striking  out  23 ; 
against  it  92,  as  follows : 

TsiB— WUliam  Anderson,  David  Baid;  Joseph  Cal- 
hoanr,  Martin  Chittenden,  John .  Glopton,  William 
Ciawford,  William  BIy,  Barent  Gardenier,  William 
Hale»  Danie^  Heistsr,  Jonathan  H.  Habbard,  £bensaer 
Huntington,  Matthew  Lyon,  Alexander  McKim,  Nich- 
olas R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jobn  Rhea  of  Tennes- 
see, John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  John  A.  Scudder,  Sam- 
uel Shaw,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Robert  Wrigbt. 

Nats^WUUs  Abton,  jr.,  William  T.  Barry,  Bar- 
well  Basaett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Adam 
Boyd,  James  Breekenridge,  William  A.  Burwell,  Wil- 
liam  Batler,  John  Campbell,  John  G.  Chamberlain, 
Bpaphioditus  Champion,  Langdon  Cbeyes,  Mstthew 
play,  James  Cochran,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Davenport, 
ir.,  John  DawsoUr  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  £ppes, 
William  FiodlsyiMeshack  Franklin,.  Banillai  Gannett, 
Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Charles  Goldsbonmgh,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Nathaniel 
A.  Haven,  WUliam  Hslms,  Ja^  Hufly,  Richard  Jack- 
son, jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter 
Jones,  Thomas  Kenao^  William  Kennedy,  Joseph 
Lewisi  jr.,  Rolbert  Ls  Roy  Livingston,  John  Love,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samnsl 
McKee,  WiUiam  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  MUler,  Wfl- 
liam  Milnor«  John  Montgomery,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Moasley,  Gurdon  8.  Mumfbid,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John.  Nicholson,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  fi.  Porter,  BUsha 
R.  Potter,  Jostah  Qnin<7,  John  Randolph,  J^hn  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Matthiaa  Richards,  Samuel  lUnggold, 
John  Roas,  Bbeneaar  Sage,  Lemael  Sawyer,  Ebeneser 
Seaver,  Adam  Seyberl,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Dennis  Smelt, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Slan^brd^  John  Stan- 
ley, James  Stephenson,  Jacob  Swoops,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Benjamin  Talhnadge,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
George  M.  Troap,  Charles  Tarner,  jr.»  Nicholas  Van 
Dyke,  Ajrchibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Robert  Weakley,  Szekiel  Whitman,  James  Wilson, 
and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Mr.  Wrioht  renewed  the  motion  he  had  made 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  incorporate  in  the 
bill  a  provision  for  requiring,  as  a  sine  qna  non 
to  the  revocation  of  the  non-intercourse,  an  ar- 
rangement for  the  surrender  of  impressed  Amer- 
icati  seamen. 


He  proposed  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  but  -a  motion  to  adjourn  prevailed — yeas 
59  nays  50. 


TuESOAT,  February  26. 

The  fbllo wing  Message  from  the  President  of 
TBE  United  dtates,  received  yesterday,  was 
read,  as  follows; 
To  the  House  of  Reprtsentatives  of  the  United  States  .- 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representativea  reports 
from  the  Superintendent  of  the  Ci^,  and  the  Surveyor 
of  the  Public  Buildings,  complyhig  with  their  resolii- 
tion  of  the  fourteenth  of  January. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

FaaaiTABTtS,  1811. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  providing  for  the  noal  adjustment  of  claims 
to  lands,  and  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in 
the  Terriiories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  and  to 
repeal  the  act  passed  far  the  same  purple,  and 
approved  the  sixteenth  of  February,  1610,"  and  a 
bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  authorize  the  payment  af 
certain  certificates,  credits,  and  pensions,  and  for 
other  purposes ;"  to  which  bills  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

GENERAL  WILKINSON. 

Mr.  BacoN,  fcom  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Brigadier  Qeneral  Jas. 
Wilkinson,  reported  an  immense  mass  Cf  doeu- 
meats  cdllectea  on  the  subject,  without  any  opiit- 
Yon  expressed  thereon  by  the  committee. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bacon  that  the 
report  and  documents  be  transmitted  to  tlie  Pre- 
sident of  the  IJnited  States. 

This  motion  wa^  opposed,  because  tbat  it  was 
sending  to  the  President  a  mass  of  paper  of  the 
contents  of  which  they  knew  nothinff ;  and  that 
it  would  be  shifting  the  burden  from  the  shouldera 
of  the  House,  who  had  voluntarily  taken  it  up, 
on  those  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

This  reference  was  supported  on  the  ground  of 
a  similar  proceedioff  in  relation  to  papers  hereto- 
fore submitted  to  the  House  in  respect  to  that 
subject,  and  of  the  abstract  propriety  of  referring 
to  the  Executive,  who  alone  had  power  to  remove 
GeneraLWilkinson,  and  who  had  been  supposed 
to  be  precluded  by  the  interposition  of  the llouee 
from  acting  on  those  documents  which  should  go 
to  establish  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused. 

Mr.  Bj>pes  movedto  refer  the  papers  to  a  Coea* 
mittee  of  the  Whole.  Having  commenced  this 
inquiry,  for  which  he  himself  had  voted,  he  was 
of  opioiori  tbat  the  House  should  prosecute  it  to 
some  result,  and  not  shift  the  responsibility  freaa 
tehmselves  on  others. 

Mr.  Randolph  seconded  Mr.  Eppbs's  motion; 
and,  after  debate. 

Mr.  EppEs'e  motion  was  negatived — yeas  43, 
nays  81,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Willis  AUton,  jr.,  William  T-  Banr,  Adam 
Boyd,  William  A.  Burwell,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clop- 
ton,  William  Orawlbi^,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson, 
Joseph  Besha,  John'  W.  Eppes,  Meshack  Franklia» 
Banillai  Gannett,  Qideon  Gardner,  ThomU  GholsoD, 
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Peterson  Qoodwyn,  Jacob  Hnftj,  Richanl  M.  Johnson, 
John  Love,  WilUam  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Ourdon  8. 
Mnmford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr., 
John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  PennsylTanU,  Matthias 
Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Erastas 
Root,  John  Ross,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Adam  Seybert, 
Samuel  8haw,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Ar- 
diibald  Van  Horn,  and  Robert  WhiUhiU. 

Nats — Joaeph  Allen, William  AnderMn,  David  Bard* 
Bnrwell  Bassett,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow, 
Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Jtmn  CampbeU,  John 
C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin,  Epaphioditus 
Champion,  Langdon  Cbevea,  Martin  Chittenden,  Jas. 
CochraUj  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  William  Findley,  Barent  Gkrdenier,  Charles 
Goldsborongh,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William 
Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan 
K  Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson, 
jr^  Robert  Jenkins,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan, 
William  Kennedy,  Herman  Knickcrbacker,  Joaeph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy 
Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron  LWe,  Nalhaniel 
Maeon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Sara- 
«el  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  William  Milnor,  bam- 
nd  L.  Mitchiil,  John  Montgomery,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pear- 
mn,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  Josiah  Qutncy.  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ebe- 
■eter  SagCt  Thomas  Sammons,  John  A.  Sendder,  Ebe* 
neser  Beaver,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Sniilie,  George  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley, 
Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Thompson,  Uii  Tracy, 
KUlian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Eaekiel 
Whitman,  James  Wilson,  Robert  Witherspoon,  and 
Robert  Wright. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  amend  the  motion,  so  as  to 
ioclude  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  last 
flemioD  00'  thia  ssabject. 

This  motion  was  opposed,  b^cauae  the  testi- 
moay  taken  last  session  was  ex  parte^  General 
WilkinsoD  not-  having  be^n  heard  lo  his  defence; 
•ad  supported  on  the  ground  of  the  allusion  made 
Co  that  report  in  the  report  of  the  present  session. 

The  amendment  waa  agreed  to— 'yeas  88,  nays 
S3,  as  follows: 

Tx AS— Joseph  Allen,  William  T.  Barry,  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Abiiah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  William  A.  Burwell, 
William  Butler,  John  Campbell,  John  C. -Chamberlain, 
William  Chamberlin,  fipaphroditus  Chammon,  Lang- 
don Cheves,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,- John  Davenport,  jr.,  Joseph  Deaha,  William 
Biy,  James  Emott,  John  W.  Eppes,  Meshack  Frank* 
lin,  Banillai  Gannett,  Barent  Gardenier,  Gideon  Gard- 
ner, Thomas  Ghdlson,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson 
Qoodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  WiUiam 
Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan 
H.  Hubbard,  Ebenecer  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson, 
jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  WiUiam  Kennedy,  Herman  Knick- 
erbacker,  Joseph  Lewu,  jr.,  Edward  St  Loe  Liver- 
more,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Na- 
tfianiel  Maoon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde, 
Samuel  McKee,  Pleasant  M.  MUIer,  William  Milnor, 
Samuel  U  MttchiU,  Thomas  Moore,  Jsiemiah  Morrow,  | 


Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newton,  Josepli  hu- 
son,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Eliib  K. 
Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Ret  e( 
Pennsylvania,  John  Ross,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Tbom 
Sammons,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennia  Smelt,  Geetp 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  SUnfeii 
John  Stanley,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Sta- 
otl  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Dri  Tracy,  ika^ 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr^  Nichobs  Van  Dyke. 
Archibald  Van  Hom,KiUian  K.  Van  BeQMelaer,BAbat 
Weakley,  Labaa  Wheateo,  Ezokiel  Whitman,  Jimi 
WiltfOD,  Robert  Witherspoon,  and  Robert  Wright 

Nats— WUhs  Alston,  jr^  WilUaa  Andenoo,  Diiii 
Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Joseph  CtUwiB, 
John  Clopton,  WiUiam  Crawiigrd,  John  Dawson,  Wi> 
liam  Findley,  Jamea  Holland,  Jacob  Huftj,  Walter 
Jones,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyie,  Alexander  McKia, 
William  McKinley,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholu  L 
Moore,  Gurdon  8.  Mumlbrd,  Thomas  Newbold,  iok 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samael  Rb|- 
gold,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  John  A.  SenUe, 
Ebeneter  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  John  Smilis,  Hcu; 
Southard,  and  Robert  WhilehilL 

The  question  on  the  nuitioa  aa  amended,  riz: 
to  transmit  the  reports  of  the  last  and  preseDisc9> 
sion  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  wis 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmatire — yeas  % 
nays  42,  as  follows: 

YxAS^Joseph  Allen,  William  T.  Barry,  Boima 
Bassett,  WillUm  W.  Bibb,  Abuah  Bigelow,  Dual 
Blaisdell,  Jamea  Breckenridge,  William  Butl«r,Jafaa 
Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chiakr- 
lin,  Epaphroditua  Champion,  Langdoa  Cherw,  ^v* 
tin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  John  Daveopnt,  jr., 
Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Bvoit 
Gardenier,  Charles  Goldsbonragh,  Thomas  R.  GoU. 
Edwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Htfes, 
Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  EhvMB 
Huntington,  Ridiard  Jackson,  jr^  Robert  Jeokisi 
William  Kennedy,  Herman  KnickerlMcker,  lotfft 
Lewis  jr.,  Edward  St  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  If  taj 
Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Yiocca 
Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samael  McKee,  Flof- 
ant  M.  Miller,  William  Mihior,  Samael  L.  iMitduli, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jonathui  O.  Moseley,  Thomu  Nev- 
ton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Tinwtfa^ 
Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter  Jooili 
Quincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Peoofyltam 
John  Ross,  Ebeneter  Sage,  Daniel  She&y,  Dcatf 
Smelt,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Saaak 
John  Stanley,  Lewia  B.  Stnrgea,  Jacob  Swoope,  Stai' 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Uri  Trw7,  Niebobf 
Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KiUian  K.  Vaa  R(» 
selaer,  Robert  Weakley,  l«abaa  Wheaton,  f^tM 
Whitman,  Jamee  Wilson,  Robert  WitheispooD,  t^ 
Robert  Wright 

•Na  V8--Willis  Alston,  jn,  WUIiam  Andenoo,  M^ 
Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Blown,  William  A.  Bw- 
well,  Joaeph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Cbv,  John  Cloptfa* 
William  Crawford,  John  Dawson,  John  W.  EM 
Willism  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gkd- 
aon,  Peteraon  Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Ha/iy» 
Walter  Jones,  John  Love,  Aaiott  Lyle.  Alexin^ 
McKim,  William  McKinlcy,John  Montgomeiy,  Ni^ 
olas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Monow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumfoii 
Thomas  Newbold^  John  Rhea  of  TennesMe,  Mattfai* 
Richarda,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roaae,  ErtfW 
Root,  John  A«  Scuddcr,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Ser- 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Henry  l$oothard, 
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George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr^  and  Robert 

Whitehill. 

A  commiuee  was  then  appointed  to  wail  on 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates  with  those 
papers. 

MORTALITY  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  late  murtaliiy  of 
the  Army  near  New  Orleans,  made  a  report. 

[The  report  includes  manv  documeois,  and  re- 
fers to  the  opinion  expressed  in  the  repurt'of  last 
year,  as  unehanged  by  anything  which  has  since 
ipp^arpd.] 

Mr.  Nbwton  said,  as  the  House  had  just  now 
sent  a  large  parcel  of  docoments  to  the  President 
)0  a  subject  nut  unconnected  with  this,  he  morcd 
;faat  this  report  take  the  same  course. 

Mr.  Crawfobd  (a  member  of  the  committee 
)f  investigation)  opposed  this  reference,  and  went 
)D  to  assign  reasons  why  anofher  course  ought  to 
)e  pursued. 

Some  conversation  arose  as  to  the  proper  mode 
>f  proceeding  in  this  cas^ ;  but,  finally,  a  motion 
)f  Mr.  Epp£8  to  postpone  the  subject  ^)1  to-mor- 
ow  was  carried. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURdE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
>ill  supplementary  to  the  act  concerning  com* 
oercial  intercourse,  &c. 

Mr.  Wright  withdrew  the  raotioo  he  made 
efore  the  House  adjourned  yesterday,  and  in 
le  place  of  it  mored  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
•ad  to  this  effect: 

''Provided  Great  Britein  shall,  on  or  before  the  2d 
ly  of  February,  1811,  have  so  revoked  or  modified 
It  edicts,  d^c^  or  sh^l  before  the  4th  JuIt,  181 1,  have 
ade  such  arrangements  with  the  United  8tatea  rela* 
re  to  the  surrender  of  impressed  American  seamen, 
I  shall  haTo  been  satislactory  t6  the  President  of  the 
nited  States,  and  before  that  day  shall  have  se  re- 
cked, dtCy  then  the  President  to  issue  his  prodama- 

Mr.  W.  supported  this  motion  by  observations 
t  some  length  on  the  propriety  of  interdicting 
itercourse  with  Great  iBritain  on  general  .con- 
derations — on  account  of  her  conduct  to  the 
nited  States.  In  suppoit  of  that  opinion,  he 
Qoted  the  resolutions  of  Congress  in  1793;  and 
e  spoke  on  the  necessity  of  oj^erring  with  good 
lith  the  terms  of  the  contract  with  France, 
hicb  he  conceived  the  provisions  of  the  bill  as 
>iog  directly  to  contravene.  Mr.  W.  dwelt  em- 
tiatically  on  the. hardships  endured  by  ourciti- 
ms  in  servitude  on  board  of  British  men  of  war, 
id  lamented  the  apathy  which  appeared  to  pre- 
lil  in  relation  to  their  sufferings.  Was  property 
ore  dear  than  life  or  liberty,  that  it  should  ex- 
te  so  much  higher  an  interest,  and  occupy  so 
luch  more  of  the  time  of  the  House?  He  then 
joted  the  retaliatory  law  of  1798  in  relation  to 
\e  impressment.  &c.,  of  American  seamen  hy 
rench  vessels;  and  he  recommended,  in  strong 
rm5,  the  adoption  of  similar  measures  at  this 
&y  in  relation  to  England.  He,  also,  took  a 
ide  scope  of  remark  on  our  ioreign  relations 


generallv,  and  made  some  comments  on  Mn 
Quinct's  speech  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Gardenibr  spoke  at  length  against  the 
bill,  in  principle  and  detail.  He  occupied  the 
time  of  the  House  about  three  hours^  during 
which  time  there  was  more  than  one  mterrup- 
lion  for  the  want  of  a  quorum,  and  by  motions  to 
adjourn.  He  took  the  ground,  in  its  widest  lati- 
tude, of  the  want  of  faith  towards  us  in  France^ 
and  a  different  conducton  the  part  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. He  intimated  that  the  bill  was  in  fact,  if 
not  iii  intention,  a  compliance  with  the  wishes  of 
Bonaparte;  but,  although  so  far  conformable  to 
his  policy,  was  yet  not  such  a  measure  as  would 
saiisjfy  his  insatiable  ambition,  on  which  he  par* 
ticularly  dwell,  or  retrieve  frotn  bis  grasp  the 
vast  amount  or  property  under  sequestration  in 
the  ports  ^f  France  and  her  dependencies,  ^. 
He  deprecated  the  prostration  of  Great  Britai0| 
as  removing  the  obstacles  to  univer^al  conquest; 
and,  even  if  this  measure  could  be  coercive^ 
which  he  utterly  denied,  he  was  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  Holland  replied  to  Mr.  Gabdenieb,  and 
supported  Mr.  Wright's  anaendment.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  the  bill,  as  it  at  present  stood, 
would  be  a  departure  from  our  contract  with 
France,  and  was  not  taking  that  high  stand,  in 
relation  to  Great  Britain,  which  circumstances 
called  for. 

When  Mr.  Holland  concluded,  another  mo* 
tion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Ranoolph,  to  adjooroi 
and  negatived — yeas '31,  nays  72. 

Mr.  Knickeb BACKER  spoke  at  large  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  bill.  He  appeared  to  be  averse  to  the 
non-intercourse  system  throughout,  and  to  depre* 
caie  all  restriction  on  commerce.  He  appeared 
more  particularly  to  dread  its  demoralizing  influ- 
ence, and  its  pernicious  effects  in  disturbing  the 
order  and  steady  habits  of  society. 

Mr.  Rosa  spoke  also  against  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem generally,  to  which  it  was  known  he  had  ia 
general  been  opposed;  hut  when  he  heard  the 
course  which  had  been  pursued  by  the  gentlemen 
from  New  York  and  Massachusetts,  (Messrs. 
GARnBNiER  and  Quinct,)  designed  to  criminate 
the  Administration,  he  felt  bound  to  give  his  sop- 
port  to  the  bill,  and  to  oppose  the  amendment 
which  went  to  embarrass  its  progress.  Mr.  R. 
made  a  number  of  remarks  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gar- 
denier's  observations  on  the  subject  of  French 
usurpation,  dbc,  showing  that  it  had  no  connex- 
ion with  the'subject  nnder  discussion. 

Mr.  Rhba  followed  in  support  of  Mr.  Wbigbt's 
proposed  amendment,  urging  the  necessity  of 
taking  a  strong  ground  in  relation  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, who  bad  so  oneeasinglj^  shown  a  disposition 
to  do. us  injury,  f^e  expatiated  on  the  necessity 
of  performing  with  good  faith  our^ stipulations 
with  France,  and  of  seizing  the  moment  which 
appeared  favorable  for  obtaining  the  release  of 
our  citizens,  d^c.  Not  to  adopt  the  amendment, 
now  it  was  proposed,  would  be  a  surrender  of  otir 
rights  as  to  the  sea'meD.  ' 

Mr.  Dawson  entreated  that  gentlemen  would 
permit  the  question  to  be  taken,  that  the  mercan* 
tile  interest  of  (^e  country  might  know  what  to 
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expfct.  It  could  Dot  be  expected  that  all  tbe 
speeches  that  could  be  made  would  now  affect  a 
siDgle  vote  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Lyon  spoke  against  the  amendment,  as 
merely  another  impediment  to  a  settlement  of 
differences  with  Great  Britain.  The  blockade  of 
May,  1806,  he  again  alluded  to  as  having  been 
drawn  into  question  to  increase  (he  diflScolties  in 
the  way  of  a  settlement  with  Great  Britain.. 

Mr.  Eppes  opposed  the  amendment,  because 
the  law  of  last  session  barely  required,  of  both 
nations  a  revocation  of  its  edicts  as  the  condition 
of  a  renewal  of  commercial  intercourse;  and  one 
of  them  having  revoked  its  edicts  and  receired 
the  benefit  of  the  law,  and  it  not  being  known 
whether  the  other  had  or  had.  not  revoked  its 
edicts  before  the  2d  February,  he  was  opposed  to 
annexing,  as  a  condition  for  the  renewal  of  inter- 
course with  the  latter,  a  demand  unsimilar  to 
any  made  of  the  other,  and  irrelevant  to  the 
question  at  issue.  As  well  might  the  afiair  of 
the  Chesapeake.  &«.,  be  attached  to  it,  or  satis- 
faction required  of  France  for  burning  our  ves- 
sels on  the  high  seas,  ot  for  sequestering  our 
property  in  her  ports,  as  a  prerequisite  to  the  per- 
formance of  our  compact  with  her,  as  this  propo- 
eilton  be  adopted.  The  object  of  this  bill  was  to 
remoYe  doubts  existing  in  the  minds  of  some  as 
to  the  operation  of  the  law  of  May  last^  and  to 
il^ieve  a  part  of  our  own  citizens.  It  was  not  to 
impose  bew  conditions  to  the  contract  already 
offered. 

Mr.  Wright  replied  with  considerable  warmth. 
He  was  not  for  Yiolatiog  our  faith  by  imposing 
pew  conditions;  but  Great  Britain  had  utterly 
refused  to  accept  the  proffered  engagement  within 
^e  time  specined ;  and  the  time,  was  as  much  an 
ipgredient  in  the  proposition  as  the  fact  itself. 
Having  refused  to  accede  to  our  proposition,  it 
wbuld  be  a  breach  of  our  faith  with  France  now, 
after  the  time  bad  elapsed,  if  Great  Britain  was 
permitted  to  come  in  and  resume  intercourse 
with  us  on  a  bare  revocation  of  her  edicts. 

Mr.  Qaroenier  again  spoke.  He  urged  to 
gentlemen  on  the  same  side  of  the  House  as  the 

fentleman  from  Maryland,  xo  reflect  whether,  as 
France  had  reouired  us  to  cause  Great  Britain  to 
respect  our  rights,  the  rejection  of  this  proposi- 
tion (for  impressment  unquestionably  injured  our 
rights)  would  npt  be  deemed  a  failure  on  our  part 
to  perform  the  conditions  re(}uired  by  Napoleon 
as  prerequisite  to  the  revocation  of  iiis  decrees. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Wright's 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
!^  nays  83,  as  follows : 

\%Am — William  Anderaon,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Martin 
Ohittenden,  John  Ciopton^  Willism  Crawford,  Joseph 
I)Qsha»  Bareni  Gardenicor,  Jas.  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Alexander  McKim,  William  McKin- 
1^»  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thos.  Moore,Gardon8.  Mum- 
fbrd,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards, 
John  Roane,  John  A.  Scudder,  Robert  Whitehill,  and 
Robert  Wright. 

Nats— Joseph  Allen,  Willis  Alston  Jun.,  David 
Bard,  Burwell  Bassett^  WUIiam  W.  Bibb,  Abijah 
Bigelow,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  Rob- 


ert Brown,  William  A.  Bnrwell,  William  Batler,  Jolm 
Campbell,  William  Ohamberlin,  Epaphroditiii  Gbaa- 
pion,  Langdoa  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  Jama  Cocb- 
ran,  Ridiaid  Cntts,  Jolm  DaTenpott,  Jan.,  Jeko  Dnr. 
son,  John  W.  Eppea,  Wm.  Vtndkj-,  Meshack  Piuk- 
lin,  Barsillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Ghgt 
son,  Charles  GoMsborougb,  Fetenov  Goodwyn,  Thoi. 
R.  Gold,  WUHam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Buiei 
Heister,  Ebeneser  Huntington,  Ridiard  Jackson,  jnn^ 
Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson*  Tliomas  Kemii, 
Wtlliakn  Kennedy,  Herman  Knickerbackei,  Joiepk 
Lewia,  jun.,  Robert'  L«  Roy  Llringaton,  Aamn  Ljle, 
Archibald  MeBryde,  Pleasant  M.  MUler,  Wmiam  Mi- 
nor^ John  Montgomery,  Jetemiah  Morrow,  Tbosm 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton^  John  NicholMni,  Joie|4 
Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  Jan.,  Tnaotby  Pitkin, 
inn.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  EUaha  R.  Potter,  Ji4m  Beaof 
PennaylTania,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Erastua  Robt,  Jobs 
Rofls,  Ebenexer  Sage,'  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenoer 
Beayer,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Bhe^y,  Dennis  SoiaX 
John  Bmilie,  George  Smith,  Henrj  Bonthaid,  Jobs 
JBtanley,  James  Stej^enson,  Lewis  B.  Btnrget,  Suwd 
Taggart,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Oeoige  )L 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Nicholas  Van  DjU, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley,  Laba 
Wheaton,  Esekiel  Whitman,  Jamea  Wilson,  and  Rob- 
ert Wilherspoon. 

Mr.  Stubobb  then  moved  fat  ten  o'clock]  ta 
adjournment.  He  believed,  if  an  adjoornmeBt 
took  place  tbia  evening,  the  bill  would  not  betfe 
layed  toHDorrow,  otherwise  Chan  by  the  propoti* 
tion  of  amendments.    Motion  lost«^l  to  44. 

Mf.  MnMroBO.-^!  remt  that  the  questioD  jsit 
taken,  to  redeem  our  fellow- citivens  held  iDboBd- 
age  on  board  the  floattng  dungeons  of  a  foittga 
Power  did  not  prevail.  It  cannot  be  in  Berioos 
cbntempUiion  to  abandon  the  hooeat  tarsofosr 
counuy.  But,  since  the  majority  have  deeidei 
otherwise^  with  all  due  defn-ence  I  submit.  1 
will  now  proceed,  and  a^k  the  induigenee  of  the 
House,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  night,  while  hah 
a  brief  review  of  some  of  the  observations  whiek 
fell  from  my  colleagae  (Mr.  Gabdbnier)  oo  oar 
commereial  relations ;  and,  as  I  see  him  in  h\$ 
seat,  I  hope  he  will  correct  me  in  case  I  should 
misquote  his  observations.  The  only  quesiioo,  in 
my  opinion,  is  not  now  who  began  §rst  to  make 
aggressions  on  our  commerce;  hut  to  consider, as 
Atpericans,  whether  we  ooght  to  put  as  iqucIl 
confidence  in  the  proposed  arrangement  with  ooe 
of  the  belligerents,  as  we  did  in  the  arran^meot 
made  with  the  other.  We  have  printed  and  scot 
out  to  the  people,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years. 
more  than  thirty  thousand  copies  of  argumeots. 
and  we  have  convinced  them  that  we  have  the 
best  or  the  argument,  though  we  have  not  coo- 
vinced  them  that  we'have  defended  their  rightsf 
and  the  belligerents  still  persevere  in  their  systeo 
of  "  feeling  power  and  forgetting  right"  We  hare 
now  arrived  at  a  momentous  crisis  in  our  foreign 
relations;  and  great  would  be  my  sati^aciiooto 
hear  that  Great  Britain  had  revoked  her  Orders 
in  Council.  But,  let  us  look  back,  and  see  what 
prospect  there  is  of  such  an  event.  In  1806,  we 
expected  much  from  the  Fox  administratioo^aDd 
we  were  met  with  an  Order  of  Council  blocbd- 
ing  one  thousand  miles  of  ^oast  from  the  BIbe  to 
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Brest,  aD()  ibQs  s^uttipgYoii  out  of  the  moti  l«r 
:rati7e  aveooes  of  your  cominerce  with  one 
itroke  of  tb«  pen,  ao  j  no  actual  force  of  iave^t* 
Beot  to  make  an  effectual  blockade.  Some  {ten* 
Jemen  iDdalj^e  a  hope  fjrom  the  Regeoey,  and  I 
ioofess  I  did  myeeiA—buc  I  an  now  oonrioeed 
hat  we  have  nothiai^  very  fmroiaUe  to  expect 
>om  them.  It  will  be  a  change  of  men,'  i»  mv 
jpiDiOD,  but  not  a  change  of  pr iaeiple ;  they  will 
joi  vary  in  their  monopolizing  systeaa.  Have 
feotlemen  forgotten  the  Grenville  admioiatration 
-and  be  will  likely  be  the  Prioee'a  Prenuer-*iB 
lot  the  memorable  Jay  Treaty  within  the  recol- 
ection  of  the  members  of  this  Honse»  eialeading 
irticles  to  be  denominated  .contrabaod  of  war,  to 
rour  flour  and  salted  provisions  and  fish  9  and  we 
vere  forced  into  Gbeat  Britain  ui^der  the  con- 
traction of  that  treatv  with  our  cargoea  of  pro- 
risioQs,  and  compelled  to  take  an  .arbitrary  price 
)f  tea  per  cent  profit,  fixed  by  the  nazimom  of 
British  merchants  at  the  nod  of  Pitt;  while  those 
vbo  escaped  the  British  fangs,  and  arrived^aafe 

0  France,  obtained  more  than  one  hundred  per 
;eDt.  profit  for  the  yery  aamf-^ciodnf  articles. 

Mr.  LaboQchere,  as  I  have  seen  in  the  papers, 
pras  sent  oyer  to  Great  Britain  fr^m  King  Loob 
)i  Holland,  as  a  confidential  agent,  to.maleover- 
ares,  that,  io  case  eer^in  eventa  taking  place,  to 
ye  agreed  upon  by  the  respective  paciies, Holland 
iboDld  be  taken  under  th9  immetdiatn  proteetiop 
)f  Great  Britain,  But,  after  many  frntile8»  via^ 
tsand  notes,  d^^  between  him  and  the  Marq.aia 
iVeilesley,  (much*  in  the  same  manner  as  he 
imuses  Mr.  Piakney,)  he  returned  to  Holhind 
vitboQt  accomplishing  any  specific  object ;  and, 
lotwithstaodiog  the  magnitnde  of  the  trade  of 
loliaad  was  so  great,  yet  it  woold  not  do  to  ac- 
cede to  Mr.  La  bouch are's  prcposals|  as  it  woold 
oterfere  with  the  system  of  the  paper  biockadea. 
I'lT,  we  have  it  from  high  authority,  that  a  French 
i^ourt  of  Prizes,  and  a  British  Court  of  Admical- 
y  are  as  much  alike,  an  one  egg.  is  like  another. 

1  have' juat' received  an  extract  from  a  London 
aper,  dated  December  14, 1810,  and  confirmed  by 
etters  from  that  city,  as^fojiows :  '*  The,  case  of 
the  Fox,  in  our  Courts  of  Adaairalty,  baa  bean 
agaio  postponed ;  but  that  of  the  Sloth,  which 
was  destined  from  New  York  to  St.  Sebastian's, 
was  determined  yesterday  morning.,  after  a  short, 
heariog.  It  was  decided  on  the  principle  of  the 
la^D  of  blockade^  as  declared  in  our  Oxdera  of 
Council,  thajt  thts  vessel  was  lawful  priae  to  the 
captors,  aod  she  was  condemned  accordingly." 
will  now  inform  the  House,  on  o^y  own  reapon- 

ibiliiy,  that  I  saw  this  vessel  loading  io  the  port 
)f  New  York  with  a  cargo  of  cottdn  of  different 
»Qds,  and  some  logwood,  and  that  I  saw  the  doc- 
imeots,  and  of  my  own  knowledge,  can  state, 
tbat  the  vessel  and  cargo  were  truly  and  bona  fide 
^mertean  property^  and  sailed  from  New  York 
Tor  St.  Sebastian's  after  the  receipt  of  the  Duke 
}f  Cadore's  letter  of  5lh  Ausust,  uken  and  senr 
nto  £ogland  in  the  month  of  November  last,  and 
iow  condemned.  Here,  sir,,  is  the  practical  in- 
erpretation  of  the  British  cabinet  in  rehition-  to 
beir  Orders  in  Council;  it  is  wor^i  more  than 


all  and  any  other  manna,  von  can  employ  to  ob* 
tain  correct  data  on  which  we  can  form  a. correct 
opinion,  it  being  a  plain  matter  of  fact.  The  old 
iefferdemain  is  still  going  on.  Sir  William  ScotC 
belongs  to  the  Privy  Council,  Marquis  Wellesley 
alao.  Who  can  say,  that  there  is  not  an  nnder« 
atandiaif  between .  them  7  I  an  aure  I  cannot* 
But,  may  we  not  presume  that  it  has  a  squinting 
thf  c  way,  especially  when  we  peruse  the  corre- 
spondence to  Mr.  Pinkoey,  and  observe  tbat  whila^ 
the  Marquis  Wellesley  is  amnsing  him,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Scott  is  condemning  real  botuk  jide  Ameri'* 
can  property. 

My  colleague  told  you  that,,  of  the  afticlea  of 
tbat  part  of  the  cotintry  you  came  from,  aod  the 
articles  of  the  grqwth  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
oineiy«nine  hundredths  ftnd  a  British  market  I 
will  insure  my  colleague  that  if  he  will  persevere 
in  Vbose  markets  under  the  present  state  of  things 
it  will  terniinate  in  'the  alter  ruin  of  him  who 
shall  contiJMe  in  that  martlet,  and  shall  do  no 
other  business  but  confine  himsejf  exclosirely  to 
a  British  market.  He  iaid  tbat  Great  Britain  ar* 
rests  your  vessels  and  saves  them  from  the  Em* 
perar  of  France.  Very  trne.  sir  i  but  she  takea 
good  care  to  appropriate  the  vessels  aad  cargoes 
to  her  own  use.  Of  what  consequence  is  it  to  an 
American  to  be  told  that  this  one  or  that  one  rotn 
bed  bim  the  mostt  It  makes  no  difference  to  him ; 
he  knows,  however,  that  he  h|is  lost  his  propertfc 
between  them.  My  colleague  seemed  to  argue  aa 
though  this  bill  was  a  non-intercourse  altogether 
with  England.  No  such  thing.  He  may  export 
to  that  country  when  and  where  he  pleases  in  her 
dominions,  but  cannot  import  from  them;  hut  \ 
will  assure  him  that  he  snail  be  met  with  snch 
heavy  ImpositiooL  and  restrictions,  that  he  wiU 
very  soc^l  regret  that  he  had  undertaken  to  seaA 
the  produce  of  his  country  to  a  British  market  at 
the  present  time.  It  is -very  true,  we  ean  send 
our  fionc  to  Lisbon  and  Cadiz  to  a  good  market^ 
but  will  that  gentleman,  or  any  other,  nndertaka 
to  sav  that  a  market -for  the  pradnce  of  his  tsouu" 
try  shall  depend  upon  the  precariona  issue  of  a 
doubtful  baule  1  What  would  be  the  coinseqi^noa 
if  the  battle  should  turn  in  favor  of  the  Frencll. 
Bmperor,  on  the  markets  of  Lisbon  and  Cadiz  ^' 
Could  we  th^n  go  there,  if  we  do  not  comply 
with  the  contract  of  our  own  law  of  May  Ist,- 
1810? 

When  I  hear  of  French  privateers  ukingyonr 
vessels  .near  your  own  shores ;  a  Britixh  schooner 
firing  into  one  of  your  regular  packet  coasteca 
from  New  York  to  Charleston,  esca^ied  only  by 
superior  sailing,  and  the  same,  schooner,  off 
Cbarleston  light-honse,  forcibly  enter  one  of  your 
innocent  trading  vessels,  and  peremptorily  de» 
maod  a  citizen  of  our  country,  who  had.a  regular 

Erotectionfrom  the  collector  of  Boston ;  and,  oa 
eing  asked,  why  the  nian  was  detailed  ?  the  an- 
swer was,  ^' We  want  men,  and.  we  will  hav^ 
them  :*^— ^Is  it  possible  that  such  ontrageous  con- 
duct can  be  called  an  affiiir  ?  •  I  do  hope  we  shall 
soon  make  use  of  more  enargetic  and  stronger  aT« 
go^ents  than  we  have  heretofore  done,  in  ordet 
to  prpt^  the  liberty  of  the  citiyan  in  lua  p««a» 
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And  in  bis  property ;  and,  wb^n  iq  order,  I  will 
Ibring  forward  a  motion  to  thate'fftfct. 

Mr.  Blaisdell  next  took  the  floor.  He  went 
linto  a  leni^thy  ezamioation  of  the  present  and 
4>a8t  state  of  oar  foreign  relations,  arraigning  tli^ 
•measures  of  the  Administration  for  several  years 
past,  and  deprecating  the  passage  of  the  present 
Dill,  as  merely  a  continuation  ofthe  system  of  the 
past  five  years.  When' he  had  been  speaking  half 
an  hour.  6r  thereabouts,  it  was  discovered  that  a 
•quorum  of  the  House  was  not  present,  several 
members  having  at  once  withdrawn  from  the 
House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Wright,  (at 
<iuarter  past  eleven,)  to  adjourn,  and  decided  in 
ihe  negative — yeas  10,  nays 65^  as  follows: 

Ybas — Joseph  Allen,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  William 
Hale,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  JBenjsmin  Pickman, 
jonior,  Timothy  PiHiin,  junior,  John  Ross,  Killiam  K. 
Van  Rensselaer, liSban  Wheaton,  and  Robert  Wright. 
Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Wiltis  Alston,  jnn.,  Wtl- 
•tiam  Anderson,  IHvld  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiaiB  A.  Burwell,  William 
Bntler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Richard 
Cutis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Deaha,  John  W.  Eppes, 
William  FindJay,  Meshack  Franklin,  Banillai  Gan- 
nett, Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholsoii,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Ebeneser 
Huntington,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan, 
William  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle,  Aleiander  McKim, 
William  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Mont- 
.  gomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Tho- 
mas Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Peter  B.  Porter>  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mat- 
thias Richards,  Samuel  Rhiggold,  John  Roane,  Erastus 
Root,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie, 
George  Smith,  Heniy  Southard,  John  Thompson,  Uri 
iVacy,  Oeorga  M,  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert 
Weaklev,  Robert  Whitehill,  Eaekiel  Whitman,  and 
Robert  Witheispoon. 

Mr.  BLAtauELL  proceeded  in  his  speech. 

It  afterwards  appeared  that  there  was  not  a 
quorum.  Several  members  baviog  withdrawn, 
n  motion  to  adjourn  was  made  without  effect 
eight  only  voting  for  it. 

A  quorum  appeared,  and  Mr.BLAisneLL  again 
proceeded  in  his  historical  review  of  the  events 
of  the  last  year,  and  analysis  of  the  documents 
respecting  our  foreign  relations,  presented  to  Con- 

Sress  at  the  present  session.    The  following  are 
is  remarks  entire: 

Mr.  Blaisdell.— Mr.  Speaker:  Nothing  would 
induce  me  to  address  you  at  this  late  hour,  while 
there  is  so  great  a  commotion  in,  and  so  many 
tokens  of  impatience  manifested  by,  the  Hou»e, 
b«t  a  sense  of  dutv,  and  a  desire  to  lend  my  feeble 
aid,  in  arresting  the  progress  of  a  measure  which, 
in  my  opinion,  involves  a  question  of  no  less  iin- 

Ertance  than  ^whether  we  are  prepared,  after 
ving  been  insulted,  robbed,  and  deceived,  by 
the  French  fimperor,  to  follow  the  fatal  example 
of  the  petty  servile  States  of  Europe,  anjd  throw 
this  people  into  the  embraces  of  th^it  monster.  ai 
whoae  perfidy  aiid  corruption  Lucifer  blushes  and 


Hell  itself  stands  astonished.  If  I  uoderstsad  the 
amendment  of  the  honorable  gentlemaa  from 
Virginia,  ita  principle  object  is  to  renew  the  mm* 
intercourse^  of  1809,  ao  far  as  it  respects  Gr^t 
Britain,  which  was  previously  attempted  to  be 
revived  by  the  proclamation  of  the  President  d 
the  eecond  of  November  last.  I  should  bave  sup- 
posed that/ rather  than  have  made  so  gitring  a 
confession  that  that  State  paper  had  misstated 
fbct,  the  gentleman  would  have  been  dissuaded 
from  his  darling  object,  the  non-intereoorse.  Bat 
it  seems  that  when  it  comes  in  com  petition  wii& 
the  views  of  Napoleon,  the  veracity  of  the  Presi- 
dent must  be  sacrificed.  But,  sir,  con? iaced  af  I 
am,  that  our  paper  war,  which  has  beeo  applied 
to  alt  purposes,  even  to  calling  out  the  armr, 
raising  the  militia,  pressing  the  horses,  d^^aad 
sending  them  on  ao  expedition  the  distance  of 
five  hundred  miles,  with  express  orders  not  to 
fight,  has  damned  the  character  of  this  Gorera- 
ment,  broken  down  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  em- 
barrassed our  eiiizens,  and  emptied  the  late  orer- 
flowingr  Treasury,  so  as  to  render  the  resort  ta 
borrowing  necessary ;  I  cannot  but  hope  that  the 
amendment  im  your  table  will  be  rejected  to  gin 
place  to  an  amendment  offered  some  days  ago  bf 
an  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Bmott,)  when  this  bill  was  onder  discuasioa  ia 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Sir,  If  I  tinderstand  that  amendment,  it  vfot 
to  suspend  the  whole  restrictive  system,  enepc 
the  third  section  of  the  law  of  May  last,  which 
saves  fines  and  forfeitures  incurred  under  odtts- 
rioua  restrictions.  This  amendment,  to  be  sore, 
changes  the  position  recommended  by  the  Extt- 
utive,  but  not  raucb'  more  than  the  bill,  with  the 
addition  of  the  atnendment  now  under  considera- 
tioir.  Although  it  becomes  this  House  to  paf 
due  deference  to  Executive  recommendations,  yet, 
if  there  are  good  reasons  for  a  departure  from  sud 
recommendations,  it  equally  becomes  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  out  of  a  regard  to  the  correct* 
ness  of  their  own  proceedings,  to  make  soch  a  de 
partore  correspond  with  the  reasons  which  pro- 
duced it.  The  position  recommended  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive made  ita  first  appearance  in  a  short  para* 
graph  in  the  President's  Message,  recommeoding 
such  a  modification  of  the  law  of  May  last,  as 
would  remove  all  doubts  as  to  Its  exposiiioo  and 
execution ;  for  the  details  bf  such  modtficatioQ 
we  are  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Secreiar|r  of 
the  Treasury.  In  this  report  we  find  a  projecr 
rectMOnmended  to  enforce'  the  non^rmportatioa 
against  English  merchandise  of  every  kiod  aod 
from  every  country.  In  the  first  place,  by  mak* 
ing-the  proclamation  of  the  President,  declariag 
that  the-  French  edicts  had  ceased  to  violate  oor 
neutral  commerce  on  the  first  day  of  Novemher 
last,  the  only  evidence  of  that  fact ;  and  in  the 
second  place,  by  authorizing  the  officers  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  to  enter  ships,  dwelling-houses, 
stores,  or  any  other  place,  to  search  for  and  seize 
merchandise  suspected  <»  being  imported  coo* 
trary  to  law,  and  making  a  donation  of  the  boon 
so  seized  to  the  wretch  who  should  be  hardf 
enough,  in  defiance  of  ail  moral  oUigatioo,  thus 
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0  rob  bis  neighbor;  and -in  t be  third  ptaeeybf. 
eclaring  all  merchandise  90  seized  in  the  North- 
ro  secitoa  of  ibe  Union,  adjoining  cbe  British 
irovinces,  to  be  forfetied,  unless  b^  a  |>alpable 
i}?er8ion  of  the  rule  of  evidenee>  in  all  other 
ases,  and  even  in  this  case,  adopted  in  all  other 
ectioQs  of  the  Union,  he  in  able  to  prore  that  the 
Qerehandise  was  legally  imported  and  the  duties 
aid— with  many  pther  provisions,  all  of  which 
lare  been  laid  before  this  Honae,  in  the  first  bill 
0  the  subject  reported  by  the  Comnaitteeof  For- 
igD  Relations,  the  details  of  which  are  too  well 
pcolleeied  to  need  pointing  oot,  or  to  be  •offered 
0  meet  a  pohlie  inveatigation  at  tbie  time. 

Bat,  sir.  with  all  due  deference  to  the  high 
uoisterial  officer  who  recomniended  the  project. 
Dd  likewise  to  the  honorable  committee  who  re- 
orted  tbe  bill,  I  may  be  allowed  to  pay  it  the 
ompliment  of  sayioff  that,  in  my  opinion,  p4^ 
ious  to  the  reign  of  uiat  tyrant,  who,  by  a  mili- 
ary force,  aided  by  projects  of  this  kind,  has  d^ 
troyed  the  sanctuary  of  jastice,  and  has  bpread 
lillage,  debauchery;  robbery,  and  death,  throngh- 
m  (be  greater  part  of  Europe;  such  a  bill  as 
bat  would  hare  been  scouted  from  this  Hall  as 
be  production  of  a  madman*  But  on  recetTing 
be  Message  of  the  President,  coTertng  the  letters 
'f  Mr.Russell,  tbe  American  Charg6  des  Affaires 
It  Paris,  stating  that  American  Teasels,  loaded 
rith  bona  Me  property  of  American  citizens,  had 
«en  seized  and  aeqnestered  in  the  ports  of  France, 
iDder  tbe  Berlfa  and  Milan  decrees,  as  late  as  the 
tth  of  December,  doobta  seemed  to  arise  in  this 
iottse,  whether  the  decides  bad  ceased  to  operate 
>Q  the  first  of  November,  k^  the  PresideiH  bad 
teciared.  And  the  bill  was  sent  back  to  |he  com- 
i^ittee,  for  the  purpose,  as  I  understood,  of  bring- 
ng  ia  a  bill  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  law 
>f  May  last,  until  we  should  hear  from  France, 
vbeiber  the  Bmperor  had  disavowed  those  seis- 
tres,and  whether  the  decrees  had  actually  ceaaed 
0  operate  on  the  first  of  November.  And  I  did 
>oder£taad  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  eom« 
Dittee,  and  several  other  gentlemen  on  the  other 
jde  of  the  House,  to  say  on  that  occasion,  that 
f,  after  we  had  new  arrivals  from  France^  that 
'id  Dot  prove  to  be  the  case^  thev  should  be  as 
^ady  as  any  gentleman  to  repeal  tne  whole  code 
'f  re»irictive  laws  until  the  Bmperor  should  learn 
0  respect  our  rights.  What  evidence  have  we 
■id  since  to  give  us  a  mbre  favorable  prospect,  as 
t  respects  tbe  revocation  of  the  decrees  9  Not  a 
Jliable.  But,  on  the  other  hand«  we  have  eon* 
iQsire  evidence  that  they  were  not^  so  revoked 
bat  their  operation  ceased  on  that  day. 

If  it  be  asked  where  this  evidence  appears,  the 
inswcr  is  ready.  In  the  first  place,  by  tbe  letter 
^^  *be  Grand  Judge,  tbe  Duke  of  Massa,  to  the 
^resident  of  the  Council  of  Prizes,  as  also  by  the 
eiierof  the  Ministerof  Finance  to  the  Director 
i^eoeral  of  the<qustom9,  bbth  dated  tbe  25th  of 
-'ecember.  fifteen  days^  after  the  manly  remon* 
^rvnce  of  Mr.  Russell,  in  tbe  case  of  the  Orleans 
aeket;  in  ipBhich  remunatrance  he  states  the 
outrageous  conduct  of  the  custom- house  officers, 
m  requests  a  prompt  and  speedy  disavowal  of 


the  aeiaEores,  and  tlMit  the  property  beagiiln  placed 
in  tbe  bands  of  tne  owners.  But,  sir,  is  there 
anything  in  these  two  letters  which  looks  like  a 
disavowal  of  the  seizure  in  express  violation  of 
the  promise  of  the  Duke  of  Gadore  ?  No,  sir,  al-> 
though  these  letters,  were  written  fiAeen  days 
after  the  rembnsttance  of  Mr.  Russell.  Instead 
of  this  they  both  agree  that  the  decrees  did  not 
cease  to  operate  on  the  fir^t  of  November,  but  that  > 
the  property  taken  with  th^  .Oi-leans  Packet, 
and  all  the  property  which  should  be  seized  be- 
tween tbe  first  of  November  and  tbe  vecood  of 
February, -must  remain  in  depot  to  wait  the  plea* 
sure  of  the  Bmperor,  on  our  causing  our.  rights 
to  be  respected  oy  Bogland. 

But  how,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  we  to  cause  oar 
rights  to  be  respected  t    Is  «it  by. merely  reviving 
the  law  of  May  last,  as  is  the  object  of  this  amend-*' 
raeot  ?    Certainly  thia  is  not  their  meaning ;  for 
both  these  letters  have  reference  to  that  law,  aa ' 
well  aa  the  proclamation  of  tbe  Pfcsident  giving 
it  effect,  and  to  the  circular  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  addressed  to  the  collectors  of  the 
several  ports,  enjoining  a  strict  execution  of  that 
law.    No,  air,  this  is  Dot  what  is  to  be  done,  which 
will  satisfy,  the  Bmperor.    He  who  flatters  him- 
self that  this  will  be  sufficient,  shuts  hia  eyes 
against  official  evidence  to  the  contrary;  as  well 
in  the  above  reeited  letters,  written  with  a  perfect 
knoyrledge  of  the  performance  on  our  part,  and 
the  promise  of  a  performance  on  .the  part  of 
France  on  the  first  day  of  November,  as  in  the    * 
letter  of  the  French  Minis^elr  in  the  United  Statea 
on  the,  12ih  of  December,  in  wiiich  we  are  told  . 
that  tbe  French  restrictions  on  our  commerce  are 
not  to  cease,  but  only  on  tbe  result  of  firm  and 
energetic  meaaures  to  be  adopted  and  persevered 
in  by  the  two  OoverameBts>  against  thecommoa* 
enemy. 

But  shall  I  be  told  that  the  letters  of  the  Grand 
Judge  and  Minister  of  Finance  promised  that  the 
property  taken  from  our  citizens  since  1st  of  No- 
vember should  be  restored,  if  we  cause  the  law  to 
be  carried  into  effect  after  the  2d  day  of  Fefarua* 
ry,  and  therefore  we  were  to  believe  it  and  ought, 
to  wait  until  we  hear  whether  that  has  been  the 
ease.  For  the  honor  of  my  Government.  (  hope 
not.  Is  jt  really  come  to  this,  that  we  are  brought 
to  acknowledge  that  the  Duke  of  Cadore  waa cor- 
rect when  he  told  General  Armstrong  that  His 
Majesty  could  place  no  reliance  on  the  Anierican 
Government?  No,  sir,  if  this  be  true,  for  hea« 
ven's  sake  let  us  not  express  it.  But  what  is  this 
ameodraent  which  re-enacts  the  Uw  of  May  last, 
and  such  pitiful  reasoning  as  I  have  heard  on  this 
occasion^  but  placing  our  seal  to  that  infamous 
Insinuation?  The  President, on  themere  promise 
of  the  Minister  of  the  Bmperor,  tl»t  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  should  cease  to  operate  00  the  . 
first  day  of  November,  placed  full  faith  and  reli- 
ance on  that  promisCiand  issued  his  proclamation 
on  the  2d,  presuming  the  promise  had  been  foL- 
filled— and,  shall  we  say  that  the  Emperor  is  just* 
ifiable  in.. disbelieving  the  law  of  May  last,  sol- 
emnly enacted  by  the  three  bri^nches  of  the  Gov- 
erbmenjt  and  the  Presideot's  proclamationi  tefi9* 


V 


104S 


BISTORT  OF  CONORBSS. 


1044 


ii  I 


H.  OF  r: 


OmnMtTCMiOi  Mt(tTC0ttf99* 


FKftaom«  181L 


a* 


thtt  with  the  Ctreular  of  tlie  Seeretary  of  the 
Tr^msory,  enjoiniDg  Che  law  to  be  carried  ioto 
effect  ? 

-  I  hope,  Dotf  for  if  we  are  become  so  pitiAiiiy 
servile  fts  this,  well  misrht  Cadore,  in  his  letter  of 
February  14th.  1810,  tell  General  Armatrong  that 
the  Americans  were  without  just  political  views, 
without  honor,  and  even  independence.    And  if 

.  we,  by  adopting  this  amendment,  condescend  to 
justify  the  Emperor,  in  his  insolt  upon  the  plight- 
ed faith  of  our  Government,  in  my  opinion  we 
shall  furnish  the  American  people  and  the  world 
with  just  ground  to  say  Amen  to  the  declaration 
of  Cadore  in  that  respect.  Wijl  any  gentleman 
still  say,  that  the  decrees  ceased  to  operate  on  the 
first  of  November,  since  we  have  bad  official  in- 
formation  from  the  French  Government  itself, 
that  our  vessels  are  to  be  seized  under  these  de* 
crees  until  the  second  of  February  f  I  trust  not. 
Those  gentlemen  who  support  this  amendment, 
ought  to  recollect  that  the  sections,  which  go  to 
re  enact  the  law  of  May  last,  contain  a  confes- 
stoo,  that  that  law  is  not  now  in  operation;  for 
if  the  decrees  did  actually  cease  to  operate  on  the 
first  of  November,  no  one  ddubts  but  the  law  ia 
now  in  full  force,  without  the  provisions  of  this 
bill.  When  the  honorable  chairoMnof  the  com* 
mittee  first  offsred  his  amendment,  a  misonder* 
standing  seemed  to  take  place  4)et ween  hini  and 
two  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House, 
viz.  thegentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Wbiubt.} 
and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Rh«a,) 
which  undoubted  I  >[  happened  to  this  way.  While 
the  honorable  chairiban  well  knew  that  the  de- 
crees did  not  cease  on  the  first  of  November; 
therefore  to  keep  alive  the  spirit  of  the  law  of 
May,  which  gave  England  thi'ee  months  after 

-  they  did  cease,  it  became  necessary  to  lengthen 
the  time  for  her  to  revoke;  and  the  other  two 

Sentlemen,  as  it  would  seem,  really  supposed,  that, 
ecause  Mr.Pinkney  had  said  that Gaoore's letter 
was  precision  itself)  these  decrees  really  did  cease 
to  operate  agreeabw  to  that  promise ;  'aUhougii 
we  have  the  official  information  from  Mr.  ^Ros* 
aell  on  our  tables,  that  the  Orleans  Packet  was 
the  first  case  that  had  happened  after  the  first  of 
,  November,  to  which  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de« 
crees  could  have  been  applied,  and  that  they  were 
applied  in  that  case,  and  that  several  late  arrivals, 
which  left  France  from  twenty  to  twenty*five 
days  afterwards,  bring  no  information  from  him 
that  a  change  had  taken  place,  and  had  that  been 
the  case,  he  woiild  certainly  have  ^coittmunieated  ' 
information  to  the  Government  before  the  rising 
of  Congress.  On  the  contrary,  these  arrivals  eon- 
firm  what  he  had  stated,  and  say,  that  every  ves- 
sel arriving  in  Prance  shares  the  same  fate^  Mr. 
Speaker,  until  I  heard  those  two  gentlemen,  I  did 
suppose  that  no  man  of  common  sense  could  have 
believed  a  position,  in  such  direct  opposition  to 
evidence.  And  from  the  opinion  wbioo  I  have  of 
the  discernment  of  the  gentleman  ttom  Tennes^ 
see,  I  think  I  must  have  misunderstood  him,  while 
perhaps  it  may  be  improf>er  to  include  the  other 
gentleman  in  the  sapifioeition. 
6ir^  I  seldom  tremble  the  Houae  with  «oy  ob^ 


servatioas  df  minti  nor  ia  It  mv  inteatiaa,  at  this 
time,  to  esamine  and  expose  ail  the  wilding  aad 
management  which  iias^  been  .practised,  to  briaf 
about  such  a  state  of  thio^ms  to  reader  pbosi- 
ble  this  measure  at  this  time.  1  shall,  however, 
examine  the  noo<^tereoorse  system  frcnn  the  date 
of  the  biw  of  March.  1800,  aao  inqaire  what  wit 
its  professed  object?  What  use  has  been  made 
of  it  ?  And  how  it  has  been  regarded  by  the  bei- 
ligerenta?  And  also  notice  some  of  its  effect! 
upoik  our  own  eitiaseos  as  well  as  upon  the  Trei- 
sOry,  What  aoust  be  the  inevitable  censeqoeaee 
if  this  measure  is  soflkrcd  to  go.  into  efilect  ?  i 
take  it  to  mmount  lo  an  entire  iMa-importatioa  of 
any  of  the  articles,  products,  or  manufactures  of 
more  than  three-fourths  of  the  civilised  world,  to 
which  our  merehaats  would,  at  this  timci  run  tk 
risk  of  attempting  voyages;  for,  from  the  Cooti- 
nenl  of  Europe  no  one  returns  unless  at  the  a- 
pense  of  this  Government,  The  dominions  of 
Great  Britain,  inclodiafi  the  East  and  West  Is- 
dies,  as  well  as  her  European  domiaioas,  sad 
those  on  the  American  Oontineot,  aire  immeaie. 
The  products  of  these  various  countries  loraedt 
principal,  part  of  thoae  importatioois  of  the  Itit 
year,  which,  while  the  mm-intercoutae slept,  gait 
new  life  and  vigor  to  every  bmach  of  bosineo. 
Our  seaports,  which  the  year  before  preseaied 
the  gloomy  appearaaee  of^cities  besieged  by  a  hot- 
tile  foc^  again  resumed  the  appcaraaina  of  eaier- 
prise,  industry,  and  wealth.  ^  Thousands,  who  ia 
1809  were  either  a  burden  to  their  friends^  iidie 
poor-house,  or  b^g^ng  their  breatd  ia  the  sutets, 
were  in  1810  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  indmtTT 
in  a  comfortable  suppy  of  the  neoessaries  of  liCe. 
while  the  farmer  aiM  planter  sowed  bis  seed  tsd 
cultivated  his  field,  with  the  eoimfort^e  prospect 
that  his  crop  would  not  decay  on  his  ttand  for 
want  of  a  market*  Now.  sir,  althonsh  exportar 
tion  is  not  inteidicted  by  this  bill|  yetf  apprehead 
the  result  will  be  much  the  same.  It  can  hirdir 
be  expected  that  Great  Britain,  who  gentieaiai 
oa  the  other  side  of  the  House  are  food  of  eos- 
siderins;  as  the  cause  of  all  our  commareial  dis- 
tress, will  oondeseead  to  pay  us  specie  for  our  pro* 
duce,  while  tHir  poru.are  closed,  not  ooly  agaiast 
her  shipping  of  all  kinds,  but  against  every  arti- 
cle of  her  products  and  manufactures,  ais  well  as 
those  of  her  eodooies  and  dependencies,  while  thry 
are  open  to  those  of  her  enemy*  Again,  wbat 
was  the  effect  of  the  non-interoourse  in  1809  opot 
our  Treasury  7  In  addition  to  the  bankruptcy  sad 
wretchedness  spread  over  the  face  of  the  wboU 
country,  we  are  informed  by  the  annual  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  laid  on  oar  ubles, 
(hat  the  net  revenue  arising  from  duties  on  mer- 
chandise and  toni^ge^  accruing  duriag  that  yeai^ 
amounted  to  only  1^6,527,000,  while  we  are  in- 
formed in  the  same  report,  that  this  source  of  re- 
venue in  the  three  first  quarters  of  ^he  year  1810^ 
while  commerce  was  free,  amounted  to  a  sum  ex- 
ceeding 97,250,000,  and  the  Secretary^  adds,  that 
ha  believed  the  whole  revenue  arising  from  duties 
on  merchandise  and  tonnage  for  that  year  would 
amount  to  more  than  912,000,000 ;  making  aa  in- 
crease  in  thife  yeafi  wimn  ooBuaaecee  was  on- 
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backled,  of  $5^473^000,  adtvilbstMidfDgp  mil  the 
^bberies  of  Napoleoo,  wkAcb  probably  auloiiatod 
» mDre  tbaa  foftf  mUliooff  a  frea  importatioa  of 
le  avails  of  wbiqb  iraald  oaTe  greatlf  ioereased 
\e  revf  Due  of  thai  year.  From  this  view  of  the 
object,  wo  fiod  a  de£eit  in  the  rcvcaoe  of  ld09, 
iiised  by  this  measure,  of  $5,473,000,  and,  io  ao* 
oipation  of  the.efieets.of  the  law  qow  about  to 
e  eoacted)  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has,  ia 
tie  same  report,  recommeoded  aa  immediate,  ad- 
itiooal  duty  to  be  laid  up^  importations^  whioh, 
)ge(her  with  the  hifph  duties  atce^ dy  established 
Y  law,  he  thinks  wiU  not  amount  to  more  than 
8,000,000,  maihing  an  antieipated  defieieney  in 
le  next  yearns  revenue,  occasioned  by  this  mea* 
ire,  of  $4,000,000  compared  with,  that  of  1810. 
(ut  if  we  compare  the  revetMie  arising. fromdu- 
es  on  merchmndise  and  tonnage  during  the  year 
B09,  while  commerce  was  restricted  by  the  noa- 
iteicoursoy  writh  what  i|  was  im  1807,  whtle  it 
rss  unshackJed,  we  shall  fiod  a  deficiency  of 
bout  911,000,000. 

From  this  "view  of  the  sobject,  whicii  is  taken 
rom  autheaiic  docoments.  waica  1  inrite  ganilc* 
aen  to  cotMrovert  if  thev  iMve  it.in  their  power, 
t  is  demonstraied  that  ii  we  eufier^  this  system 
0  go  into  o{)«ratioa,  we  hre  not  only  io  a^in  re- 
luce  our  citiaena  to  a  state  of  bankruptcy  in  their 
)rirate  fortunea,  while  loaded  with  additional, 
axes,  but,  notwithstanding^  the'aid  of  these  addi* 
iooai  taxes,  our  Treasury  i^  if  possible^  to  be  re* 
lueed  to  a  more  oom^fete  state  of  bankruptcy 
ban  at  present*  I  put  it  to  gentlomau,  who  are 
Q  the  confidence  of  the  Cabinet,  to  say^  why  we 
ire  called  upon  again  to. plunge  this  nation  into 
Qch  a  state  of  poverty  and  wretchedness  ?  Is  it 
ncessary  asa  measore  of  self-deieoce,  as  t^eoniy 
eode  of  resistance  which  will  bring.  £oglaad.  to 
erms  1  For  myself  I  should  sopposeihac  our  late 
ixperiment  in  this  species  of  warfare,  at  which 
France  took  so  much  ojSQence,  as  to  lake  occasion 
\o  seize  nod  confiscate  the  properly  of  Amencan 
ftitizena,  to  the  amount  of  $10,000,000,  which  ren- 
dered necessary  aa  appropriation  of  $80,000  dur- 


In  his  proekmaiion  of  nentrality.  Bat,  to  begiti 
with  the  non-intercourse  of  March,  1809|  which 
same  measure  was  proposed  'hy  Mr.  Madison,  pre^ 
vious  to  the  Jay  Treaty,  and  which  could  at  that 
time  bare  been  put.  to  silence  only  by  (he  iofln-  ' 
ence  of  a  WAnntNQTOif,  who,  instead  of  trying  to 
provoke ,  Ensrland  to  a  war,  determined  to  send  a 
Minister  to  aemand  justice.  And,  Mr.-  Speaker, 
painful  as  it  is  to  recollect  from  whence  we  are 
fallen,  the  voice  of  the  American  Grovernment  at 
that  time  commai»ded  respect,  and  the  object  was 
obtained  in  the  restoration  of  the  property  ot  our 
citizens,  agreeably  to  an  adjustment -and  estimate 
of  a  Boardof  Commissioners— «  majority  of  whom 
were  Americans— and  a  Treaty  of  A^ity,  Com* 
merce,  and  Navigation,  was  entered  into  with  that 
nation  bv  Mr.  Jny^  which,  although  condemned 
by  that  cms  who  now  manage  the  helm  of  Btate, 
yei  history  furnishes  no  esampie  of  any  nation 
increasing  so  rapidly  in  wealth  and  commercial 
strehgth  as  this  nation  did^-^until  the  commercial 
part  of  that  treaty  ezpired*-<-that  part  being  tern* 

porvy. 

But,  to  return  to  the  law  of  March,  1809,  yow 
will  recollect,  sir,  that  the  minority:  whose  pride 
it  is  to  follow  the  example  of  a  WASBiMOToit, 
opposed  that  law  as  unneeessarf  and  impolitic, 
and  the  Joornals  show  that  they  voted  a^inst  it  % 
bu^.the  President  (Mr.  Jefferson)  hailed  it  as  tho 
favorite  of  his  Secretary,  (Mr.  Madison,)  and  cor» 
dially  gave  it  hissignatore.  And  oneof  iumiffhty . 
effects  has  been  to  transfer  forty  millions  of  tho 

I  property  of  oor  citizens  info  the  eoffirrs  of  Napo* 
eoQ,  to  aid  him  in  his  project  foi^  obtaining  the  - 
liberty  of  the  seas.-  This  Jaw  was  immediately 
published  and  sent  to  our  Ministers  at  London 
and  Paris,  as  irhekl  out  both  threauand  flattery 
io  Bngland  and  France,  as  an  induoement  to  thens 
to  repeal  their  unjust  edicts,  although  it  was  well ' 
understood  at^he  time  as  grating  entirely  and 
only  against  the  former,  as  France  could  have  no 
intercourse  with  us  while  at  war  with  Bngland. 

Here  give  me  leave  to  ieqnire  what  has  been 
the  farther  effect  of  this  law.    Iteeems  Bhgland, 


oor  citizens,  who  had  been  thus  robbed  and  plun- 
dered, to  revisit  tbeiv  native  shores,  afforJed  a 
spectacle  too  huoiilii^ting  to  suffer  us  to  make 
aaotber  attempt  so  soon,  and  before  we  have  so 
far  recovered  from  the  effects  of  oor  late  ezperi- 
ment  as  to  beable  to  defray  the  ordinary  ezpenses 
of  government  without  having  recourse  to  annual 
loaos  for  the  purpose.  Are  we  bound  to  adopt 
this  measure  on  account -of  the  faith  of  GoTera- 
ment  being  pledged  to  France  by  the  law  of  May 
lastl 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  answering  this  inquiry,  1  most 
be  indulged  to  begin  with  the  non-intercoorse  of 
March,  1809— notice  its  effects  upon  the  belliger* 
eats  and  on  our  own  citizens,  as  well  as  the  Taw 
of  May  last-r-and  the  management  of  that  laW) 
so  as  to  render  plausible  the  measure  now  under 
consideration.  It  may  not  be  amiss,  while  we 
trace  this  sobject,  to  hcTc  our  eye  upon  the  posi* 
tioQ  marked  out  by  that  great  and  good  man,  Pre- 
sident WiMUNOTOii,  and  pubiiahM  to  the  world 


log  the  present  session,  in  order  to  enable  those  of  although  she  saw  that  if  it  had  any  opemtion  at 


all,  it  operated  on|y  against  her,  was  willing  to 
consider  it  as  a  nMinicipal  regulation  of  bur  own^ 
and  treated  it  as  ioch,  while  Bonaparte  at  first| 
and  lor  ten.  months,  passed  it  oyer  as  inoffensive 
to  himt  until  oor  yeasels^  wbich  had  been  shut  op 
in  our  ports  by  its  elder  sister,  the  embargo,  hav-  « 
ing  got  released  from  that«trong  measure,  flocked 
into  the  ports  of  France,  Spain,  Holland,  and 
Napl«8^U  under  the  immediate  and  entire  con* 
trolof  France,  when^  on  the  dSd  March,  an  order 
was  issued  by  his  gracious  and  loving  Majesty  to* 
.seize  and  coofiscate  the  property  of  our  citizeoa 
io  all  those  countries  |  which  property  is,  by  the 
best  calculation,  estimated  at  more  than  forty 
millions.  And  yon  will  peieeive,  Mr.  Speaker, ' 
that  the  Duke  of  Cadore.  saw,  that,  by  suffering 
the  law  to  pass  unnotiiBed,  till  our  property  re- 
leased from  the  embargo  had  filled  nearly  every 
port  in  Borope,  ujider  French  control,  and  then- 
issuing  an  order  which  wae  to  have  a  retrospect- 
ive operation  of  ten.  months,  wa^  such  a  groes  ont^ 
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rage  upon  every  prinefpte  of  kottor  end  io^tiee, 
«s  well  as  the  usages  of  public  taw,  that  he,  io  a 
leiter  to  Geoeral  Armstrong,  of  the  5tb  Apgast, 
1810,  attempts  lt>  excuse  cbe  piratical  transaciioD, 
by  ^ayioff  that  the  Emperor  knew  nothing  of  the 
law  of  Nlarebf  antil  very  lately.  But,  I  pray  gen- 
tlemen to  take  notice  that  Qeneril  Armstrong,  in 
his  leiter  to  Cadore  of  the  10th  of  March,  (fire 
months  before  the  one  just  recited  from  Oadore.) 
asserts  that  this  law  was  communicated  to  him  in 
the  month  of  June  or  July  preceding— one  whole 
year  before  the  declaration  jnade  by  Cadore. 
But,  to  pursue  this  subject,  on  the  1st  day  of 
^  May,  1810,  while  this  robbery,  I  ought  (o  presume, 
was  unknown  to  the  Executive — certainly  to  the 
.  people — thisnon*intercoorse  la  w  was  repealed;  but 
the  majoritv,  for  wise  purposes,  I  presutnCi  did, 
io  the  same  law  that  repealed  the  non-intercourse, 

five  the  President  power,  in  case  England  or 
'ranee  should,  before  the  1st  day  of  March,  so 
revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  as  that  they  should 
cease  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  to  declare  the  same  by  proclamation ; 
in  which  case,- the  non  intercourse  should  be  re- 
vived against  the  nation  neglecting  to  revoke  or 
luodtfy  her  edicts,  in  like  manner,  for  the  space^of 
three  months  alter  the  date  of  such  proclamation. 
^  And  you  will  reooUecr^  air,  that  this  la#  was  also 
opposed  by  the  mihorit]^,  not  so  mueh,  perhaps, 
because  they  suspected  either  the  integrity  or  im- 
partiality of  the  President,  as  because  they  thought 
il  unconstitutional  to  commit  a  power  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive which  was,  in  its  nature  and  effect,  an  act 
of  legislaiion,  viz:  to  revive  a  lawat  bis  disere- 
iion  which  was  to  afiect  the  great  interest  of  the 
nation^  and  might  result  in  war.  I  say,  at  his 
discretion ;  and  I  ask  geutleoaen  to  take  notice 
chat  the  law  reads,  ^  so  revoke  or  modify."  This 
law  was  also  sent  by  ihe  President  to  our  Minis- 
ters at  Lottdoo  and  Paris,  as  he  states  in  his  Mes- 
sage. But,  what  was  it  sent  there  for  1  Only  to 
be  used  as  an  inducement  to  those  nations  to  re- 
roke  their  unjust  ediots,  which  was  the  avowed 
object  of  the  provision  when  it  passed.  And,  if 
aent  there  for  that  purpose,  it  would  eeem,  that, 
to  have  acted  a  neutral  part,  it  ought  to  have  been 
'  used  alike  at  the  palaces  of  St.Cloira  and  St.  James. 
But,  Mr.  Sneaker,  what  was  the  fact  ^  Here  we 
may  learn  the  management  of  which  I  spoke  when 
1  first  addressed  you.  This  law,  whioh  you  will 
perceive  was  in  the  nature  of  a  generous  overture 
made  to  the  belligerent  who  first  revoked  hjs 
edicts,  changed  its  character  when  offered  to  the 
other  belligerent,  who  should  neglect  to  revoke 
the  obnoxious  edicts  until  after  his  enemy  had 
done  80 ;  and,  instead  of  being  a  generous  offer, 
contain^  a  threat,  that  if  she  did  not  revoke,  we 
should  shut  our  ports  against  her  products,  while 
they  should  be  open  to  those  of  her  enemy.  And 
this  is  the  light  in  which  it  was  viewed  by  our 
Government, as  will  be  seen  in  Mr.  Smith's  letter 
to  Qeneral  Armstrong,  of  the  dih  day  of  June, 
1810,  (printed  documents,  p.  35,)  in  these  words: 
**  It  might  be  added,  that  the  form  in  which  the 
'  law  now  presents  the  overture,  is  as  well  ealen* 
*  Ifted  as  the  overture  il^lf  to  gain  a  favorable 


'  attention,  inaarn'oeh  as  it  may  be  regarded  bfthe 
'  belligerent  first  accepting  of  it  as  a  promiieto 
*  itselfand  a  threat  only  to  its  adversary.^  F« 
this  view  of  the  subject,  gentlemeo  will  pwtan 
that  it  is  much  more  agreeable  to  close  aof  mat- 
ter in  dispute  upon  a  generous  offer  for  so  doiB^, 
than  it  would  be  to  do  so  while  threatened  byiheir 
opponent  that  if  it  is  not  done  they  mast  suffer 
the  consequence  of  their  own  folly  and  his  rea- 

feance.  Now,  in  looking  through  the  docameBtv 
mistake  if  gentleaien  have  not  discovered  sooe 
management  in  this  business,  so  that  while  tiie 
law  ^as  presented  to  France  as  an  offer  mtde  a 
herself,  it  should  be  presented  to  England  iD  b» 
other  character  than  that  of  m  threir.  It  seen 
that  the  first  correspondence  with  our  Mtoister 
which  v^e  are  suffered  to  see,  is  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Smith  to  Mr.  Pinkoey,of  the  22d  May ;  thhw^ 
it  appears  from  that  leiter  that  the  Secretly  of 
State  had  sent  a  cony  of  the  law  in  a  prerioii 
letter  of  the  4th  of  that  month  to  Mr.  PiokBef. 
as  also  another  copy  in  the  letter  of  the  8^;  bit 
we  hear  nothiii^  of  instrtictions  in  either  tooe 
this  new  overture,  which  the  law  presents,  te  ibf 
best  advantage  at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  while 
it  retained  its  character  of  an  offer  made  toiiit 
Qovemment.  Indeed,  it  would  seem  most  Din> 
ral  to  suppose  that  the  instroctlont  given  io  tbb 
business  were  contained  in  the  letter  of  the 4tk 
which  was  the  first  enclo^og  a  copy  of  theiiv. 
But,  at  this  we  are  not  soffbred  to  look,  nor  snie 
o^e  sent  to  General  Armstrong,  of  the  saneitie, 
which  was  abo'tbe  first  to  him  eaclosiagacBpf 
of  the  law. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  we  are  not  suffered  toiR 
the  first  correspondence  on  this  imporfsot  bini- 
nesa,  whieh  we  are  called  upon  by  the  Execotin 
to  carry  into  effect  by  a  new  act  of  legislatiootit 
becomes  doubly  our  duty^to  examine  well  the 
letter  of  the  twenty-second,  and  see  what  tfait 
treats  of,  and  whether  it  compares  with  the  int 
we  are  suffered  to  see,  sent  to  Qeneral  Amsirotf 
on  this  subject.  In  this  letter  to  Mr.  Piakaef  «f 
the  twenty-second,  the  Secretary  eoiumeiiees,  v 
he  sayS)  with  much  surprise,  that  Great  Briuin 
bad  not  revoked  her  blockades,  and  that  sl» 
bad  not  sent  a  man  of  rank  co  replace  Mr. 
Jackson ;  and,  after  baviqg  dwell  at  great  lengtl 
on  the  latter  of  these  subjects,  he  mentionf  tbit 
he  had  sent  a  copy  of  the  law,  as  also  aootber,  is 
his  iHter  of  the  fourth  of  that  month,  and  tells 
Mr.  Pinkney  to  let  the  British  QovernmeDt  koo* 
that  the  provisions  of  the  law  would  be  carrm 
into  effect,  but  not  a  syllable  of  proffering  itas  u 
off«r^made  to  that  Government  and  a  tkreat  » 
France.  But.  instead  of  this,  the  Secretary  sv 
lects  two  subjects,  which  he  must  have  koovs 
would  be  difficult  to  close,  and  tells  Mr.  Piokorf 
that  if  another  Minister  Vras  not  sent  to  replace 
Mr.  JacksOn,  to  let  the  British  Govemmeot  koov 
that  he  would  return  to  the  United  States.  Au 
as  though  this  was  not  sufficient  to  prereat  w 
British  Government  from  closing  with  the  coodH 
tion  of  the  new  overture, the  attack  oa  theCketf- 
peake  must  be  settled  in  a  manner  agreeable  tp 
the  propositions  made  to  Mr.  Rose  and  Mf'^^ 
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1(106,  which  he  might  well  know  woQld  not  be 
iooe,  as  the  British  Goyeroinent  had  told. him  it 
:ould  not  be  closed  in  that  way.  On  the  first  of 
My,  Mr.  Pinkney  acknowledges  Mr.  Smith's  let- 
:er  of  the  twenty-second  of  May,  and  very  pro- 
perly goes  on  to  execute  the  instrtictioos  it  con* 
ained  as  to  the  British  Government  sending  a, 
nan  of  rank  to  replace  Mr.  Jackson,  ^.    And, 

0  my  opinion,  very  properly  notices  the  scrap  of 
oiitructioos  it  contained,  respecting  the  law  of 
May  last,  by  merely  mentioning,  that  while  he  is 
(Dgaged  with  Lord  Wellesley  on  these  other  sub? 
ects,  he  thinks  he  shall  draw  his  attention  to  the 
loo-intercourse  law,  but  I  find  no  accotint  of  his 
iver  presenting  the  law  to  that  Government. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  while  we  see  in  this  letter 
»f  the  twenty-sebond  the  substance  of  all  we  are 
wrmitted  to  see  of  the  use  to  be  made  by  Mr. 
'iokoey  of  this  law,  as  an  inducement  to  the 
British  Government  to  reyoke  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
il,  let  us  ej^amio?  what  was  the  coisrse  puraued 
owards  the  French  Government  to  induce  it  to 
ake  advantage  of  th^e  law,  while  it  retained  the 
haracter  of  a  favorable  overture,  so  that  the 
British  Govemment  should  have  to  meet  it  as  a 
breat,  or  as  a  rod  held  over  them,  to  prociKe  the 
evocation  of  their  edicts.  In  order  to  do  this,  I 
hall  examine  the  first  letter  which  is  suffered  to 
ome  to  public  view,  from  Secretary  Smith  to 
j^eoeral  Armstrong,  after  the  date  of  the  law  of 
lay  first.  This  bears  the  date  of  June  fifth,  doc- 
ments,  page  34.  In  this,  we  find^  that  be  had 
?ot  two  before,  each  one  enclosing  a  copy  of  the 
iw,  and  no  doubt  both  containing  Instructions 
hat  use  to  make  of  it.  For  we  find,  even  in 
lis  third  letter,  that  Mr%  Smith  tells  General 
jmstrottg^  (to  use  hi3  own  Word^,)  "  If  there  be 
lincerity  in  the  language  held  at  different  times 
by  the  French  Government. and  esneciallf  in  the 
late  overture  to  proceed  to  amicable  and  just  ar- 
rauffemeots  in  the  case  of  our  refusal  to  submit 
to  the  Btilish  Orders  in  Council,  (not  blockades,) 
no  pretext  can  be  found  for  longer  declining  to 
put  an  cod  to  tbe  decrees  of  which  the  United 
States  have  so  justly  complained."  And  here,  I 
Dtreat  gentlemen  to  notice  that  this  is  fhe  first 
round  stated  by  our  Government  to  that  of 
'ranee,  as  being  that  which  would  be  insisted 
poQ  from  England — ^a  compliance  on  ber  pairt 
equired  to  entitle  her  to  the  provisions  of  this 
IW,  viz.,  ber  relinquishing  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
il.  We  may  here  notice,  that  Mr.  Smith  adds, 
s  a  further  induoeinent  to  France  to  take  advan- 
MSe  of  tbe  law,  while  it  retained  the  character 

1  a  favorable  overture,  ^  that  by  putting  in  force 
the  non-intercourse  against  England^  agreeable 
to  the  terms  of  this  stttnte.  that  the  very  species 
of  resistance  would  be  maae  which  France,  has 
been  constantly  representing  as  the  most  effica- 
cioQs."  But,  Mr.  Smith  goes  still  farther,  io  his 
Dsiructions,  and  tells  General  Armstrong,  ''  that 
H  may  be  added,  that  in  the  form  in  which  the 
law  DOW  presents  the  overture,  it  is  as  well  cal- 
culated as  the  overture  itself  to  gain  a  favorable 
atientioD,  inasmuch  as  it  may  be  regarded  by 
the  belligereni  first  accepting  >(  a«  a  promise  to 


*  itself,  and  a  threat  oalv  to  its  adversary."  In* 
this  letter,  we  find  .that  the  Secretary  states  a  first 
ground,  which  was  nece»ary  in  the  first  instance 
to  entitle  the  French  Government  to  the  provi- 
sions of  this  law.  What  was  this  ground  ?  Why, 
he  tells  General  Armstrong  to  let  the  Frenoh 
Gtovernment  understand  that  the  President  would 
not  proceed  to  give  tbe  law  effect,  if  the  restora* 
tion  pf  the  property  of  our  citizens  be  fioally  re-' 
fused;  and  closes  ni^  letter  by  directing. him  to 
let  that  Government  know  that  the  only  ground, 
short  of  a  preliminary  restoration  of  the  property, 
on  which  the  contemplated  arrangement  coula 
take  place,  would  be  an  understanding  that  the 
confiscation  was  reversible,  and  that  it  would  be^ 
come  immediately  the  subject  of  discussion,  with 
a  reasonable  prospect  of  justice  to  our  injured , 
citizens.  Was  this  the  ground  on  which  the  sub- . 
iect  was  placed  ?  It  seems  so,  from  this  official ' 
letter  of  the  Secretary.  Yes,  sir,  it  was;  and 
with  doe  deference,  I  may  be  allowed  to  s^v,  the 
only  honorable  and  justjground ;  and  if  the  Amer**' 
ican  Government  had  possessed  indepeodepco 
enough  to  have  still  occupied,  this  ground*  we 
would  not  have  bad  the  mortification  to  discuss 
tbe  bill  oil  tbe  table  at  this  time.  But,  instead  of 
this,  altboog^h  Mr.  Smith  bad  just  received  Ca* 
dore's  insuUmg  letter,  in  which  he  more  than  in- 
sinuates that,  as  a  Government  and  nation,  we 
are  destitute  of  just  political  views,  without  honor, 
(energy,  or  even  independence,  and  closes  by  let- 
ting our  Government  know,  of  the  seizure  and 
sale  of  the  property  of  oar  citizens  io  all  the  ports 
q(  Europe  under  French  control ;  what  was  the 
conduct  of  the  American  Government  on  this 
occasion?  I  entreat  gentlemen  to  take  notice, 
that,  with  this  borrid  picture  of  insult  and. rob- 
bery fresh  in  their  recollection,  the  same  concili- 
atory disposition,  guided  by  the  principles  of  neu- 
trality, which  dismissed  a  Britisb  Midister  for  an 
Implied  iosolt,  induced  Mr.  Smitb  to  inform  Gen- 
eral Armstrong  that  the  President  thought  it  best 
not  to  make  any  animadversions  on  that  subject 
at  that  time,  (r rioted  documents,  page  34.)  The 
next  letter  on  this  subject  worthy  of  notice,  is  one 
of  tbe  5th  of  July,  in  which  Mr.  Smith  acknow- 
ledges the  receipt  of  informaiion,  that  the  pro* 
perty  which  he  had  said  in  bis  last  must  be  re- 
stored, in  order  to  entitle  France  to  the  American 
commerce  while  it  was  denied  to  England,  was 
sold,  and  tbe  proceeds  deposited  in  the.  coisse 


Srtne^privy  purse  of  the  Emperor.  Here,  in* 
eed,  Mr.  Smith  seems  to  have  almost  forgot 
himself,  and  to  conceive  he  was  giving  instruo- 
tions  how  to  proceed  with  a  Britisb  Minister,  and 
tells  General  Armstrong  to  demand  every  repara- 
tion of  which  tbe  subject  was  susceptible.  But, 
Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  not  worthy  of  notice  that  be 
closes  even  this  spirited  letter,  with  such  a  history 
of  piracy  and  insult  then  on  his  desk  before'  him, 
bv  quitting  the  ground  he  bad  taken  in  his  letter 
or  the  fifth  of  June,  and,  instead  of  a  proposed  re- 
newal of  the  non-intercourse  against  England,  if 
she  should  neglect  to  withdraw  her  Orders  in 
Cooncilt  which  was  the  only  ground  taken  by 
tbe  President  with  Mr.  Erskine,  and  also  tbe  only 
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thing  eoBtemplated  when  the  kw  of  May  last 
was  passed,  as  also  the  only  ground  taken  By  him* 
self  only  one  moDi|i  before,  (harinfi;,  it  is  pre* 
'sumed,  heard  from  France  in  the  laterval,)  he 
condescends  to  tell  the  General,  that  if  Prance 
shoold  demand  it,  he  mi^ht  give  her  to  under- 
stand that  it  was  the  President's  intention  to  re- 
new the' non-intercourse  against  England,  if  she 
did  not  i^lso  rescind  her  olockades.  It  is  here 
again  to  be  noticed,  that  be  again  repeats^  what 
he  had  before  told  General  Armstrong,  that  a  res* 
loration  of  the  property  was  indispepsable,  itk 
order  to  a  renewal  of  the  non-intereourse  against 
England. 

But  again :  will  I  had  like  to  have  said:  the 
aervile  manner,  in  which  a  rescinding  the  block* 
ade  is  coupled  as  a  condition  with,  the  withdraiv- 
ing  the  Orders  in  Council,  escape  notice?  Im- 
mediately on  instructing  General  Armstrong  to 
state  to  the  French  Government  that  a  repeal  of 
the  blockade  of  eighteen  hundred  and  six  would 
be  insisted  on,  the  Secretary  adds ^  ** You  will 
'  press  the  reasonableness  of  permitting  the  Uoi- 

*  ted  States  to  proceed  in  such  way  as  they  may 

*  think  proper,  in  relation  to  any  subsequent 
<  blockades,  or  any  other  blockades  not  against 

*  France,'*  which  to  me  reads  in  this  way,  t.  e., 
as  we  hare,  at  the  request  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, receded  from  our  first  ground,  and 

.included  blockades  aho^  you  are  instructed  hum- 
bly to  re(jueit  Bonaparte  to  permit  us  to  do  our 
own  business  in  our  own  way  in  future.  My 
God  !  After  all  this,  to  see  the  Government  of 
my  country  soliciting,  at'the'feet  of  the  Emperor 
of  France  for  permission  to  manage  their  own 
affairs  in  their  own  way !  What  American  can 
read  this  correspondence  without  laying  his  hand 

'upon  his  heart  and  exclaiming,  O  my  Govern- 
ment, my  Government,  now  is  the  g(Nd  become 
dim,  and  the  most  fine  ^old  changed  I  The  next 
thing  we  meet  with,  is  Mr.  Smith's  letter  of  the 
2d  of  November,  to  General  Armstrong,  enclo- 
sing the  President's  proclamation,  declaring  the 
edicts  of  France  so  revoked,  as  that  they  ceased 
to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  course  the  non-intercourse  to  be 
revived  against  England  after  the  2d  of  February, 
if  she  did  not  in  the  meantime  revoke  her  orders, 
which,  after  the  grouod  taken,  and  so  often  re- 
peated, with  respect  to  the  restoration  of  the  prop- 
erty, must  astonish  everv  American.  But  we 
have  still  this  as  a  consolation,  that  Mr.  Smith, 
notwithstanding  he  bad  been  told  by  the  Duke 
of  Cadore  that  it  was  impossible  any  compro- 
mise could  take  place  on  that  subject,  says  in  the 
letter  enclosing  the  proclamation  that  the  Presi- 
dent presumes  that  tne  requisitions  contained  in 

'  his  letter  of  the  5th  of  July,  as  to  the  restoration 
of  the  property,  will  have  been  satisfied.  In  the 
name  of  God,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  grounds  had  he 
for  this  presumption  7  In  addition  to  this,  in  his 
tetter  of  the  5th  of  November,  Mr.  Smith  in- 
structs General  Armstrong  to  let  the  Emperor 
know  that  the  third  section  of  the  law  of  March, 
1809,  at  which  he  took  so  much  offence,  was  nor 
intended   to  operate  against  his  subjects,  but 


against  our  own  citizens.  And  altbou^  tka 
may  be.  and  probably  is,  true,  yet  a  coofessia 
of  this  kind,  after  so  recent  and  aggraratediv 
suit  and  violence,  must  I  think  be  uekeQic^n 
the  American  people,  and  Napoleon  himself  wi 
be  at  a  loss  to  Know  why  it  was  made  nnless  b 
testify  our  loyalty.  But  our  loyalty  to  ihe  co:- 
trary  notwithstanding,  the  Duke  of  Cadore  h 
his  letter  to  General  Armstrong  of  the  12ib  d 
September,  in  answer  to  one  from  him  of  thf  7a 
of  that  month,  tells  the  General,  that  theEmpent 
sees  with  pleasure  that  the  Americans  are& 
from  acknowled^ng  the  tyrannical  priDcipleis 
English  legislation,  yet  informs  him  thatiib 
the  merchandise  confiscated,  it  biaring  beea  eo> 
fiscated  as  a  measure  of  reprisal,  the  principb 
of  reprisal  must  be  the  law  in  that  affair. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  after  seeing  howihe  law: 
May,  1810,  has  been  used  with  the  French  Gor 
ernment,  and  for  aught  we  know,  not  used  at  ti 
with  that  of  England,  until  it  had  assomedrbi 
character  of  a  threat,  together  with  the  nn^^ 
changes  of  position  taken  by  our  GovernmeBtn 
this  business,  I  think,  it  demonstrates  a  mioa^ 
ment,  which,  if  duly  examined,  will  not  \n^ 
much  doubt wiietherit  be  indispensably  oeeoarr 
to  suffer  this  law  to  go  into  operation,  either  is  i 
measure  of  resistance  against  England,  or  of  ^ 
faith  towards  France.  For  instance,  at  one  t^ot 
England  must  repeal  her  Orders  in  Couociftj 
entitle  her  to  the  benefit  of  the  law ;  at  a8o|lifr, 
viz:  mfter  hearing  from  France  the  coodiiioc 
must  include  a  repeal  of  the  blockades  also,  and 
on  the  part  of  France,  she  must  rescind  her  ^ 
crees  and  restore  the  property,  then  a  promi«i5 
to  be  accepted  as  it  respects  the  property,  and. t: 
top  the  climax,  the  proclamation  i^soes  on  tk 
presumption  of  an  agreement  having  taken  p!aa 
on  the  part  of  France,  that  the  propertv  shall  bt 
restoreu.  But  after  all  this  we  are  told  by  Ci 
dore,  on  the  12th  of  September^  to  be  conteoted 
for  as  to  the  property  in  question  itwilloot^ 
restored. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  aeems  that  the  Presite:. 
incompliance  with  n  resolution  of  the  Hoos^w 
the  21st  of  December,  has  famished  docames^ 
which  put  the  question  bevond  a  doubt,  thatth; 
proclamation  was  issued,  declaring  that  tlie 
French  decrees  were  repealed,  so  that  they  cea* 
to  Tiolate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  Uoi'^^ 
States,  when,  to  say  the  least,  he  had  no  oS^i^* 
information  of  the  fact,  or,  if  he  had,  he  has  tikf: 
care  to  keep  it  to  himself.  Mr.  Smith,  id  ^^ 
letter  to  Turreau,  of  the  I8th  of  December.  i> 
compelled  to  sayjn  effect,  that  the  French  fr 
strietions  on  our  commerce  are  not  rescinded,  of 
to  use  Ms  own  words :  "  If,  then,  for  the  rerorft 

*  decrees. municipal  law*  producing  the  samccoo- 

*  mercial  effect  have  been  substituted,  the  mdt 

*  only,  and  not  the  measure,  has  undergone  tf 
^  alteration.''  In  this  situation,  I  shoald  Iik  « 
be  informed  why  we  are  called  upon  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive so  to  modify  our  laws  as  to  carrf  iw 
non-importatron  against  England  and  her  ot 
pendencies  forcibly  into  effect,  and  thus  itm 
the  small  remains  of  our  commerce,  the  tS^^ 


058 


WmORY  OV  CdNOREBS. 


lOU 


i     1^ 


'bbruart,  18U« 


Ctmmereial  MUreoune. 


H.opA. 


as^ 


f  which  we  hare  «o  recently  M?  at  the  l*rec8* 
iry,  since  the  repeal  of  the  noo-tntercourae  law 
n  May  last,  as  I  have  already  shown  from  the 
$ecreta.ry'a  report.  This  information  I  have  not 
8  yet  been  &ble  to  obtain,  ahhoogh  I  have  sought 
or  ic»  on  less  I  resort  to  the  last  parag'rfph  in 
jreneral  Tnrrean's  latte?  of  December  12,  to  Mr. 
lecretary  Smith,  in  answer  toootfrom  the  Sec- 
etary,  remonstrating  against  the  exclosion  of 
otton  &nd  tobacco  from  the  ports  of  France.  In 
eply  to  which  he  says,  among  other  things,  that 
e  thinks  some  •modifiefation  will  tnke  place  in 
bis  respect,  bat  tells  him  that  this  will  depend 
ipon  the  firm  and  pcrsetering  measures  to  be 
Kirsaed  by  the  two  Governments  against  the 
ommon  eoemy.  In  this  intimation  of  his  Impe* 
ia)  Majesty  throngh  bis. Minister,  which^by-tbe* 
y,  is  not-  the  first  of^  the  kind,  will  I  fancy  be 
onnd  the  only  necessity  of  suffering  this  m€as- 
ire  to  ato  into  opeHition.  And  are  l^entlemen 
prepared  to  obey?  I  trust  npt.  No, sir,  I  will 
lot  for  a  moment  entertain  so  degrading  an  idea, 
iut,  firmly  believing  the  contrary,  I  still  hope 
be  amend itaent  will  be  rejected,  ai^d  with  it  tne 
ff^hole  restrictive  system,  dntil  France  shall  ieara 
:o  respect  onr  rishts. 

Mr.  Speaker,  f  had  here  intended  to  have  closed 
ny  remarks,  had  I  hot  heard  the  declarations  of 
icveral  genttemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  Honse 
igainst  the  iadicions  observations  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Emott^)  in  support 
^f  the    amendment  which  he  did  bimMf  the 
ionor  to  submit.    But,  since  the  oncahdid  asper- 
^ons  so  liberally  bestowed  on  that  occasion.  1 
san  expect  nothing  hot  to  he  denounced  as  an  op- 
^ser  of  my  Qovernment,  if  not  as  an  enemy  to 
by  cotiDtry*    But,  sir,  to  both  these  charges  I 
ihali  plead  not  guilty,  and  1  must  stiH  be  in- 
iulged  while  1  repeat  part  of  the  remarks  I  have 
made  on  the  documents,  and  sUm  up  the  evi- 
dence to  prove  tbe  fallacv  of  these  charges.  And 
here  give  me  leave  to  ask^  what  were  the  condi- 
tions of  the  law  of  May  last  as  between  this 
Qovernment  and  that  of  France  t    1  take  it  to 
be,  that  if  Prance  should  so  revoke  or  modify  her 
edicts,  as  that  they  should  ctase  to  violate  our 
neutral  commerce,  and  if  Qreat  Britain  should 
not  also  revoke  ina  j^ven  time,  then  the  noD*in- 
tercdurse  was  to  e6  into  effisct  against  her  agree- 
ably to  the  law  of  May  last.    What  did  the  Ad- 
ministration conceive  that  the  French  €h>v#ra- 
ment  must  do  in  order  so  >to  revoke  or  modify 
her  edicts  that  they  might  cease  to  violate  oUr 
neutral  commerce  1     Sir,  the   opinion  of  the 
Executive  on  this  interesting  question  can  only 
be  ascertained  by  examining  the  correspondence 
which  pas<ied  lietweea  tbe  Secretary  of  State 
and  General  Armstrong  on-  this  snbiect.    And 
to  that  correspondence,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
French  Government,  I  shall  resort  for  that  opin- 
ion.   And  to  this  end  I  shall  proceed  to  examine' 
the  first  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Smith  to  Gko- 
eral  Armstrong,  which  is  suffered  to  come  to 
public  view,  after  the  law  of  May  first,  and  which 
eaclosed  a  copy  of  that  lav#;  which  is  his  of  Juae 
fifth,  page  34  of  the  docameius,  in  which  he  tells 


the  General  to  let  the  French  Government  knovT^ 
that  if  the  property  forcibly  seized  and  taken 
from  our  citizens  had  been  sold,  arid  a  restora- 
tion finally  refused,  that  the  President  would  not 
proceed  to  carry  tne  non- intercourse  into  effect 
with  Great  Britain;  and  tbe  Secretary  abo  in- 
structs Gen.  Armstrong  tola}  the  French  Govern- 
mant  understand,  that  the  only  ground,  short  of, 
a  preliminary  restoration  of  the  property,  would 
be  a  declaration  that  the  confiscations  were  re- 
versible, and  that  it  should  become  immediately 
tbe  subject  of  discussion,  with  a  reasonable  pros-  • 
pect  of  justice  to  our  injured  citizens.' 

The  next  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  G<*neral 
Armstrong  on  the  so^ect,  ia  on«  neariog  date 
July  5th,  in  which  tbe  Secretary  says  to  the  Gen- 
eral: '^You  have  been  already  informed  thi^ 

*  with  the  repeal  of  the  French  edicts  must  be 
^  combined  the  restoration  of  (he  property  of  oar 
^  citizens^  as  an  indispensable  evidence  of  the  jus- 
^  tice  of  the  French  Grovernment  towards  the 
'  United  ^States,  and  upon  this  gronnd,  and  this 
^.  alone,  would  the  President  proceed  to  give  tbe 
'  law  effect  against  Great  Britain."  The  third 
letter  of  tbe  Secretary  to  the  General,  which  is 
worthy  of  notice,  is  that  of  July  17,  In  which  he 
tells  him  that "  he  has  dispatched  Lieutenant  Mil- 
^  ler,  in  order  to  obtain  early  information  of  the 
'disposition  of  the  French  Government  in  rela- 
'  tion  to  the  condition  of  the  law  of  May,  so  that 
'the  President  may  have  it  in  his  power  to  lay 
'  the  Htme  before  Congress  at  an  early  period  of 

*  the  session."  The  next  ie^tcf  which  passed  from 
tbe  Secretary  to  General  Armstrong,  was  one  of' 
the  24  of  November,  enclosing  the  President's 
proclamation,  declaring  the  French  edicts  to  be 
so  revoked  as  that  they  would  cease  to  operate  on 
the  1st  day  of  November,  and,  even  in  this  letter, 
the  General  is  instructed  to  make  the  French 
Government  understand  that,  with  the  reyocation 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  must  be  com- 
bined the  revocation  of  all  the  edicts  of  France 
violating  our  neutral  rights,  as,  also,  that  the 
President  had  issued  tbe  proclamation  on  the  pre- 
sumption that  therequisition  contaiired  in  his  let- 
ter of  July  6th,  respecting  the  restoration  of  the 
property  of  our  citizens,  had  been  complied  with. 
Thus,  sir,  it  appears  that  our  Executive  has  in- 
sisted that,  to  tiave  the  French  edicta  so  revoked 
as  to  ceake  to  violate  our  neutral  commerce,  the 
property  seized  and  held  under  the  sanction  ^f 
those  decrees  must  be  restored.  Instead  of  being 
an  opposer  of  the  Government  in  this  honorable 
attitude,  I  heartily  approve  of  the  position  which 
was  t)ien  taken. ,  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  does 
the  Bxecotive  say  as  to  tbe  French  restrictions 
on  our  commerce  beiag  rescinded  7  The  Secre- 
tary, in  his  letter  of  December  18,  to  the  French 
Minister,  while  remonstrating  against  the  ezcln- 
sion  of  cotton  and  tobacco  from  the  ports  of 
France,  among  many  other  things  oP  nearly  the 
same  import,  says:  ^  If,  then,  for  the  revoked  de- 

'  crees,  municipal  laws  producing  the  same  com- 

*  merciat  effect  have  been  subsiituied,  the  mode 
'  only,  and  not  the  measure,  has  undergone  nn 
<  alteraticm."   Again,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  has  bean 
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at  ber  conduct  subsequent  to  the  first  of  NoTem- 
ber,  thd  time  when  you  were  iDformed  that  those 
decrees  would  cease  to  operate.  Has  she  oot 
seized  every  vessel  which  has  arrived  at  her 
pons  since  that  period  ?  Upon  this  point  I  will 
not  waste  the  time  of  the  House  by  attempting 
to  show  that  those  decrees  are  Atill  in  force,  a. 
fact,  which  has  been  already  so  fully  and  amply 
proved  by  the  candid  and  able  arguments  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Emott.)    V 

But,  sir^  I  will  go  further,  and,  for  the  sake  of 
argument,  admit,  not  only  that  the  lav^  of  May, 
1810,  has  all  the  binding  force  upon  this  nation 
of  a  treaty  made  by  the  regular,  Constitutional 
authorities,  but  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
were,  on  the  fifth  day  of  August  ia^t,  actually 
revoked ;  and.  after  the  first  day  of  November, 
ceased  to  violate  our  neutral  commerce.  There 
is  stilt  another  important  point  to  be  considered, 
and  I  hope  gentlemen  will  attend  to  it  with 
candor. 

Sir,  it  is  a  principle  well  established  by  the 
law  of  nations,  as  well  as  by  the  laws  of  nature 
and  reason,  that  wlien  one  nation,  in  consequence 
.  of  revoking  certain  acts  injurious  to  another  na- 
tion, claims  from  the  other  nation  the  perform- 
ance of  a  promise  made  on  condition  that  those 
acts  should  be  revoked,  it  i.s  necessary  that  the 
nation  thus  claiming  the  fulfilment  of  the  prom- 
ise, should  fir^t,  not  only  revoke  those  tniuriaui^ 
acts,  but  it  should  also  be  done  fairly  and  nonest- 
ly,  without  subterfuge  or  reserve,  and  without,  at 
the  same  time,  adopting  other  measures  equally 
injurious,  and  producing  the  same  effects.  Now, 
air,  admit  that  the  declaration  of  the  Duke  de 
Cadore,  in  his  letter  of  the  6th  of  August,  1810, 
that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  revoked, 
and,  after  the  first  of  November,  would  cease  to  vio- 
late our  nentral  comiperce,  was  an  actual  revoca-^ 
tion  of  those  decrees;  still,  sir,  ifthis  was  merely  to 
amuse  and  deceive  us,  if  another  act  equally  in- 
jurious was  at  the  same  time  substituted,  will  it 
be  contended  that  France  has,  nevertheless,  fairly 
complied  with  the  conditions  of  your  law?  Sir, 
it  is  a  Tery  singular  fact  thai,  on  this  very  fifth 
day  of  August,  another  decree  was  issued  by  the 
French  Emperor,  which  was  equally  injurious, 
and  amounted,  in  fact,  to  a  prohibition  of  out 
commerce,  as  much  as  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees. 1  allude  to  the  duties  established  by  the 
Emperor  on  articles  of  American  produce,  which 
were  so  enormously  high  that  the  ownef  would 
prefer  an  abandonmentof  hiscargotoa  payment 
of  the  duties.  Even  this  was  insufficient;  for, 
by  a  subsequent  decree,  various  articles  were  pro- 
hibited, and  those  which  were  allowed  most  only 
be  exported  in  vessels  which  should  sail  from 
Charleston  or  New  York. 

Is  this,  sir,  that  fair,  that  honest  repeal  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees ;  is  this  that  bona  fide 
performance  of  the  condition;  that^  ceasing  to 
violate  our  neutral  commerce,  which  lays  us 
under  such  solemn  obligations  to  France?  Am 
I  not,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  authorized-  to  say,  that 
the  condiiicm  of  the  law  of  May,  1810,  has  aot 


been  complied  with  ?  I  trust,  air,  as  to  cImb  point, 
that  the  letter  of  the  SecKlary  of  Suie  to  Mr. 
Turreau,  of  the  18th  of  December  last,  will  be 
considered  as  conclosiTe.  In  this  letter,  the  Sec- 
retary, speaking  of  the  enormoiis  duties  which 
have  been  mentioned,  observes :  ^If,  thes,  for  the 

*  revoked  decrees,  municipal  laws,  prodneiog  the 

*  same  commercial  effect,  have  been  substitoted; 
'  the  mode  only,  and  not  the  measme,  have  oa- 
'  dergone  an  altera tioa." 

To  my  mind,  air,  this  insidious,  this  perfidiooi 
conduct,  oa  the  part  of  Napoleon^  is  mfiaitelv 
more  base,  and  merits  the  indignation  of  the 
American  people  iafinitely  luore  than  wroold  an 
open  refusal  to  retoke  the  obnoztons  decrees.  It 
is  an  attempt,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression, 
to  gull  and  deceive  us,  by  an  artful.  iiMnguiog 
policy,  which  ought  to  excite  our  jealoQsv.  and 
rouse  our  highest  resenlraeots.  I  trust,  sir,  1  have 
fairly  shown  that  our  faith  is  not  pligkted.  tlm 
we  are  under  no  obligations  to  Napolaoo.  If  is 
this  I  am  correct,  then  the  passage  of  the  preseot 
bill  \A  a  mere  question  of  policy  and  iaierest. 

It  would  be  a  mere  waste  cif  time  ta  auempi. 
by  a  reference  to  the  pest  evils  which  have  re- 
sulted from  this  restrictive  system,  to  show  the 
impolicy  of  its  continuance.'  The  bad  effects  si- 
ready  produced  are  but  too  well  knows.  Tfai& 
sir,  is  the  fsvorable  monient  to  erase  it  from  yoar 
statute  books ;  the  policy  and  interest  of  the  na- 
tion require  it. 

Let  us  examine,  for  a  moment,  the  eonseqaences 
of  its  couiinuaoce. 

Do  you  bflieve,  sir,  that  your  merefaaots,  a 
great  portion  of  whose  property  has  been  seized 
by  foreign  nations,  when  the  remnant  of  their 
vessels,  which  have  escaped,  shall,  upon  euterin^ 
your  own  ports,  be  seized  by  your  own  costoiQ' 
house  officers,  that  they  will  be  satisfied  to  lose 
the  remaiuder  of  their  property,  in  punmaoce  of 
yourowQ  laws?  They  will  think  it  hard  eooiigb, 
that  millions  of  their  property  have  beea  seized 
by  France,  by  Denmark,  and  by  Sweden,  with- 
out having  the  remainder  wmA  od  their  retors. 
and  confiscated  by  their  own  OoTe^nment.  Sore- 
ly, sir,  they  will  require  strong  evidence  of  the 
fact,  that  your  faith  is  plighted  to  France,  before 
they  will  be  satisfied  with  the  meaaare  yon  are 
about  to  adopt. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  the  Reprcsestatire  of 
I  merchants,  I  feel  no  pectiliar  interest  ia  their  fa- 
vor ;  but  1  consider  theoi  a  useful  class  of  citi- 
zens ;  their  interests  are  closely  eonaeeied  with 
the  iiitercsts  of  your  farmers ;  and,  in  this  point 
of  view,  they  are  at  least  entitled  to  notiee.  Uiik- 
erto,  your  merchants  have  been  noted  for  their 
fairness,  and  for  the  respect  they  have  paid  to 
your  revenue  laws.  But,  sir,  after  ha  Ting  their 
property  plundered  by  France,  by  Denmark,  and 
Sweden,  will  they  not,  when  they  learn  that  from 
a  scrupulous  regard  to  your  faith  plighted  to 
France,  a  faith  however  which  has  no  existence, 
^ou  seize,  with  a  few  exceptions,  all  which  re> 
turn;  will  they  not,  I  repeat  it,  endeavor  to  land 
their  cargoes  ao  as  to  escape  the  vigilaBGe  of  yoof 
officers?    Hafc  you  no  apprehensioQ  that,  whea 
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thef  btve  onee  ieanit  the  art  of  smuggling  to 
sare  their  property  from  seizure  and  eooGscatioD^ 
they  will  afterwards  practise  it,  to  avoid  the  pay- 
ment of  dattes  ?  I  fear  that  this  system  will  have 
a  tendency  to  corrupt  the  tnorals  of  your  mer- 
chants, and  from  them  it  will  eitead  throughout 
the  eouqiry. 

Sir,  I  will  detain  the  House  but  a  moment 
longer.  Had  this  bill  gone  far  enough ;  bad  the 
majority  permitted  amendments  whieh  would 
have  secured  the  property  of  your  merchants  to  a 
sufficient  extent,  much  as  I  deprecate  this  restric- 
tive system,  and  desirous  as  I  am  of  embracing 
this  favorable  moment  for  its  repeal,  I  might  have 
been  tempted  to  vote  for  the  bill ;  as  it  is,  I  can- 
not hot  oppose  it. 

Mr.  8ammon0  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  BoTLER  moved  to  send  for  the  absent 
members.  Although  so  many  bad  deserted  theiV 
datjT,  he  hoped  there,  were  stiir  enough  left  to 
compel  the  attendance  of  the  remainder. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  wad  lost,  yeas  10. 

The  motion  was  then  made  to  send  for  absent 
members. 

Considerable  conversation  took  place  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  SHtuB  expressed  his  hope  that  an  adjourn- 
ment would  not  take  place  on  any  account.  He 
saw  a  determination  in  the  minority  to  prevent 
the  passage  of  the  bill;  and  as  the  rules  now 
stood,  they  had  a  power  to  do  it  by  talking.  In 
this  state  of  things,  aod  in  the  situation  in  which 
the  minority  now  overruled  the  majority,  it 
was  imperiously  required  of  those  who  remained 
at  their  post  to  compel  the  atteudance  of  ab* 
sen  tees. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Butler's  mo- 
tion, and  carried,  yeas  41. 

At  twenty  minutes  past  twoj  the  Doorkeeper 
Was  accordingly  despatched  for  the  absentees. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  yeas  6, 
nays  62. 

At  ten  minutes  past  three  another  member, 
viz:  Mr.  Sawybr,  appeared. 

A  quorum  not  being  present*^ 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn. — Lost  40 
to  18. 

At  half  past  tbree  o'clock  a  call  of  the  House 
was  ordered.  Itappeared  that  there  were  seventy- 
one  members,  including  the  Speaker,  wanting  one 
of  a  quorum. 

Mr.  SouTBARD^  stated  the  improbability  of  get- 
ting a  quorum  to  attend  to  bostness,  and  his  own 
inability  to  remain  longer,  and,  therefore,  moved 
an  adjournment. 

Mr.  P.  B.  Porter  seconded  the  motion.  He 
said  he  now  saw  the  Impossibilitjr  of  getting  a 
quorum;  that  whenever  an  additional  member 
came  in,  a  member  was  detached  from  a  certain 
corps  in  the  House,  so  as  to  leave  the  House  con- 
tinually wanting  one  of  a  quorum. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  yeas  29,  nays  31. 

Several  tnotions  were  made  at  different  times 
for  compulsory  process;  but  it  was  the  opinion 
pf  the  Speaker  that  no  such  process  could  be 
issued  unless  a  quorum  wa^  present 


Mr.  Sammons  again  moved  to  adjourn,  yeas 
25.  nays  26. 

After  further  consideration,  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ prevailed,  3L  to  23. 

The  House  adjourned  after  a.  most  desultory 
and  fatiguing  session  of  eighteen  hours,  the  last 
four  of  which  a  quorum  was  not  present,  nor 
could  other  members  be  induced  to  attend.' 


WsDNEBDAT,  February  27. 

The  House  formed  a  quorum  at  half-past  ten 
o^clock. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  T.  Moore,  and 
seconded,  that  the.  House  do  adjourn;  and,  the 
(juestion  being  thereon  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative— yeas  5,  nays  73. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill, entitled  *^An 
act  for  establishing  trading-houses  wiih  the  In- 
dian tribes;"  and  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  ^ 
erect  a  light-house  on  Boon  Island,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  to  place  buoys  off  Gape  Pear 
river,  and  to  erect  a  beacon  at  New  Inlet,  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  and  to  place  buoys  at 
the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Edeartown.  and  to 
erect  a  6olumn  of  stone  on  Cape  Elizabeth,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,"  with  amendments  to 
each:  tp  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House.  ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  bills  were  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table.  * 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  resumed  the  unfinished  business. 

The  question  was  taken,  withofit  debate,  on  the 
first  section  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mn 
BppBS,  viz:  '^(hat  whieh  goes  to  authorize  the 
President,  whenever  Great  Britain  shall  have  so 
revoked  or  modified,  dbc.,  to  declare  the  fact,  upon 
which  the  non-intercourse  shall  cease,"  dbc. — and 
decided  as  follows: 

TxAs-WiUis  Alston,  Jan.,  Ez^iel  Baoon,  William 
T.  Barry,  Burwell  BasM>tt,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  BrowD,*WiUtam  Butlsr,  Joseph  Calhoan^  • 
Laagdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  James 
Cochran,  Richard  CatU,  Joseph  Desha,  WUliam  Find- 
ley,  Meshack  Franklin,  BarzUlai  Gannett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray^  James 
Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter 
Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love^ 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Samuel  McKee,  Wil- 
Uam  MclQnley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill, 
John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Gordon  8.  Mamford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erasius 
Root,  John  Robs,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
Ebeaezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Riohard  Stanford, 
John  Stanley,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M. 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke, 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  Robert  With- 
erspoon — 65. 

Nats— Abyah  Bigelow,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  Epa^ 
phroditus  Chaxnpion,  Martin  Chittenden,  William 
Crawford,  John  Davenport,  iun.,  WUliam  Ely,  James 
Emott,  Charles  Goldsborotign,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  WU* 
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fiam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haveii»  Daniel  Heiator,  Jon- 
athan H.  Habtiard,  Ebenezer  Huntingtont  Richard 
Jackaon,  Jan.,  Robert  Jenkina,  Robert  Le  Roy  Living- 
atoa,  Archibald  MeBiyde,  Jonathan  O.  Moeeley,  Jo- 
seph Pearion,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun.,  Elieha  R.  Pot- 
ter, John  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneuee,  John  A. 
Soidder,  Jamea  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel 
l*aggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Kiliian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ssekiel 
Whitman,  James  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright~d6. 

The  qaesfion  then  reeorred  on  the  second  sec- 


courae  shall  be  in  force  in  relation  to  Qreat 
Britain. 

On  this  question  the  debate  re-comoienced. 

Mr.  Gold. — Mr.  Speaker,  at  a  period  when 
tlie  civilized  ifrorld  is  convulsed  by  cootioued 
-vari  to  its  centre ;  when  the  European  continent 
is  exhibitibi?  the  marks  of  ruthless  i^onqueec,  and 
is  threatened  with  all  that  barbarism,  with  which 
Atilla,  with  his  invading  hordes,  overwhelmed 
the  Roman  world^it  becomes  the  Councils  of  this 
nation  to  move  with  cautious  steps  on  the  theatre 
of  our  foreign  relatiops ;  to  move^  sir,  with  a  filled 
eye  on  the  great  law  of  neutrality^  and  yiel^  an 
implicit  obedience  to  its  high  injunctiuos. 

It  eminently  becomes,  sir,  the  Government  of 
this  country,  in  all  our  concerns  with  tt\e  beili^- 
ereots  of  Europe,  to  carry  an  even  band,  to  mani- 
fest to  both  a  fair,  impartial,  and  equal'  conduct. 
Without  such  a  course,  the  consequences  to  our 
peace  and  prosperit^r,  from  the  jealousy  and  vio* 
fence  of  warriag  nations,  are  inevitable,  and,  with 
it,  we  can  hardly  promise  onr:<elves  exemption 
from  aggressions  and  spoliation ;  such  and  so  de- 
structive is  the  spirit  of  the  times.  Need  I,  sir, 
lo  excite  caution  in  legislation^  refer  the  House  to 
the  consequences  of  the  non*intercourseaet,of  the 
1st  of  March,  1809;  for,  however,  free  from  all 
exception  from  tbe  belligerents  was  that  act,  yet 
Fraikce,  in  the  wantonness  of  power,  made  it  the 
pretext  for  the  exercise  of  tbe  rigorous  right  of 
reprisal  by  an  additional  decree,  which,  with  the 
preceding,  have,  like  the  besom  of  destruction, 
swept  our  property  from  the  ocean* 

It  was  on  that  act,  that  the  Rambooijlet  decree, 
of  the  23d  of  March  last,  was  founded  for  its  sole 
justification;  and  so  do  the  very  terms  of  the  de- 
cree, shameful  and  disgraceful  as  it  is,  import. 

In  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  our  Gfovern- 
anent  under  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May  last,  (the 
act  upon  which  the  President's  proclamation  for 
aoon-importation  with  Great  Britain  is  founded,) 
permit  me,  sir,  to  ask  if  the  Fpirit  of  a  fair  and 
impartial  neutrality,  so  eminently  necessary  in 
the  critical  situation  of  the  United  States,  has 

Sided  our  proceedings  with  tbe  respective  bel- 
^ereats?  Bv  this  act,  if  either  of  the  belliger- 
enia  rescinded  its  edicts,  violating  our  neutral 
rights,  the  non<iatercourse  act  was  to  be  put  in 
force  against  the  other  refusing  to  rescind,  and 
tbe  Pretiident,  by  proclamation,  was  to  declare 
aoeh  fact  of  rescinding.  Under  this  provision, 
air,  the  President  substituted  a  prospective  en- 


gagement for  a  fact  dooe ;  a  promise  for  a  per- 
formance ;  the  future  for  the  past,  and  bence,  fir, 
have  resulted  our  present  difficulties;  that  criiis 
which  bears  so  hard  upon  the  American  people. 
It  is  not,  ^ir,  my  object  to  impeach  the  motirei 
of  the  President  in  this  ill-fated  proceeding;  1 
am  to  presume  a  love  of  country  guided  him; 
but  i^  is  impossible  not  to  see  in  the  measure  t 
course  indulgent  to  France,  a  coostroction  apoa 
tbe  letter  of  the  Duke  de  Cadore,  of  tbe  5(h  of 
August  last,  (touching  the  revocation  of  the  de- 
crees of  Berlin  and  Milan.)  the  most  favorable 
and  advantageous  to  that  country,  and  offeouve 
to  Great  Britain.  For,  sir,  notwitbstandiog  the 
above  proclamation,  tbe  noonday  sun  is  not  puuoer 
than  that  those  decrees  are -not  reroked;  oorio- 
deed|  sir,  will  they,  in  my  opinion,  ever  be  re- 
roked under  the  above  act.  The  utmost  exieot 
of  our  hopes,  from  the  last  despatches  traosmit- 
ting  the  official  commuiiieatioa  of  the  tweotf- 
fifih  of  December  last,  from  the  Grand  Jod^e 
Massa,  and  tbe  Minister  of  Finance,  Gaete,  is,  that 
our  vessels  (with  their  cargoes)  seized  in  the 
ports  of  France  since  the  first  of  November,  is 
violation  of  the  stipulation  of  the  above  letter  of 
the  5ih  of  Auguskt,  and  of  all  that  is  bolden  ssend 
among  nations,  may  be  at  some  future  day,  UDder 
some  new  and  embarrassing  conditions,  fiowia; 
from  the  policy  of  Napoleon,  restored  to  ou 
suffering  citizens.  By  the  laat  paragrsph  of  ibe 
above  letter  of  the  Minister  of  the  Finances, i< 
would  seem  that  the  Emperor  and  King  hasi^st 
his  eyes  upon  past  engagements,  and  referred  kil 
that  concerns  us  to  the  second  day  of  Februiry, 
when  new  toils  are  to  be  spread,  as  is  to  be  pr^ 
sumed,  for  the  unsuspecting,  credulous,  and  coqII- 
ding A<i>0"ean  merchant auid navigator.  AgstBst 
the  mass  of  evidence,  that  tbe  French  decrees  are 
not  revoked-— evidence  which  is  increased  hj  the 
melancholy  advices  of  every  east  wind — the  hoo- 
orable  member  (Mr.  Roca)  from  Tennessee,  r^ 
fers  us  to  the  President's  proclamation,  as  a  fooii- 
datioa4br  our  faith  in  the  repeal  of  the  decrees  to 
rest  on ;  this  is  evidence  indeed  of  things  not  sees. 
As  well  might  the  trembling  mariner  look  to  his 
alqnanac  for  tbe  sUte  of  the  weather  at  the  mo- 
ment the  pitiless  tempest  is  beating  upon  hia, 
and  bis  vessel  is  sinking  under  the  shock  of  the 
eleo^ents.  Whatever  ground  of  hope  or  belief  is 
the  good  faith  of  France  existed  at  the  time  of 
issuing  the  proclamation. subsequent  events  hare 
removed  those  grounds  from  under  our  feet,  sod 
blasted  all  our  hopes;  the  wily  policy  of  the 
French  Court  stands  confessed ;  the  Bmperor  loves 
but  to  chasten ;  he  seduces  but  to  destroy. 

While  the  indulgent  course,  the  favorable  is- 
terpretation  of  the  tetter  of  Cadore  uf  the5(hof 
August  above  mentioned,  was  adopted  by  the 
Cabinet  towards  France;  was  a  similar  temper 
snd  disposition  manifested  in  relation  to  Great 
Britain? 

I  fear,  sir,  this  part  of  the  case  will  not  well 
bear  scrutiny.  That  the  Orders  in  Cooncil,aodoot 
the  doctrine  of  blockade,  were  the  object^i  o(  the 
act  of  Hie  1st  of  May,  in  relation  to  Great  Britaio, 
not  only  the  debates  of  the  period,  but  the  recol- 
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IpciioD  of  every  raember  of  ihiii  House  will  bear 
me  out  10  assertioj;.  That  mere  cruising  block- 
ades, and  every  other  blockade  .iH)t  supported  by 
an  actual  investing  force,  is  unwarranted  by  the 
laws  of  nations,  is  my  clear  conviction;  it  is  the 
result  of  examination  and  reflection  on  the  sub- 
ject; but  unfounded  in  public  law  as  is  the  doc- 
trine set  up  by  Great  Britain, its  abandonment  or 
modification  can  only  be  expected  from  treaty, 
and  not  by  an  isolated  declaration  at  the  thresh- 
old, under  the  threat  of  a  specific  alternativr« 
The  Orders  in  Council  being  removed,  the  block- 
ade of  May  1806,  would  have  been  little  more 
than  nominal  ;  why  then  was  it  insisted  on  as  in* 
dispensable,  under  the  above  acti  Through  a 
strange  fatality,  something,  inconsiderable  in  it- 
self, is  always  found  in  our  demands  upon  GFreat 
Britain,  to  bar  a  settlement. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  is  calcnlated  mucb 
more  to  put  in  jeopardy  the  neutral  character  of 
our  Government  is  the  bill  on  the  table.  While 
all  is  uncertainty  and  embarrassment  with  France; 
while  her  decrees  remain  merely  suspended  and 
Dot  revoked  ;  while  your  merchants,  trusting  to 
the  plighted  faith  of  the  Emperor,  have  been 
drawn  into  the  French  ports  and  there  betrayed 
and  sacrificed ;  while  commerce  is  bleeding  at 
every  pore  under  the  nierciless  gripe  of  Napoleon, 
we  are  called  on  to  go  farther  to  conciliate  France, 
than  she  was  entitled  to,  had  she  faithfully  re- 
voked her  decrees.  Upon  revoking  his  decrees,  the 
Emperor  was  entitled  to  have  the  act  of  the  1st 
of  May  carried  into  efiect  against  Great  Britain, 
and  he  was  entitled  to  no  more.  Such,  sir,  is  the 
precise  condition  imposed  on  the  United  States 
by  the  letter  of  the  Duke  de  Cadore.  of  the  5th  of 
August,  and  this  is  the  whole  extent  of  the  re- 
quirement. Upon  what  ground,  then,  air,  is  ic 
that  we  are  called  on  to  pass  this  additional 
BOD-importation  act  against  Great  Britain^  If 
France  has  revoked  her  decrees,  is  not  a  non-im* 
portation  with  Great  Britain  inevitable,  and  does 
It  Dot  exist  1  But  I  will  put  the  key  to  the  door ; 
let  US  not  dissemble ;  France  has  not  revoked, 
ftnd  for  that  cause  and  that  alune,  has  the  ques« 
tioQ  arisen,  whether  there  be  at  this  time  a  legal 
non-importation  with  Great  Britain.  If,  sir.  there 
be  any  other  difficulty,  in  the  way  of  a  non-im- 
portation with  Great  Britain  :  if  there  does  exist 
Any  other  possible  obstacle,  let  the  advocates  of 
the  bill  name  that  obstacle.  I  make  the  appeal 
to  gentlemen,  I  demand  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  who  reported  this  bill,  why  and  where- 
fore it  is  presented  ?  France  has  failed  to  revoke 
her  decrees,  and  as  such  revocation  was,  under 
the  act  uf  the  first  of  May,  a  pre-requi^ite  to  non- 
iniportation  with  Great  Britain, such  non-impor- 
tation must  fall,  unless  this  additional  act  in  favor 
<>f  France  is  passed.  This,  sir,  is  the  whole 
length  and  breadth  of  the  case;  and  on  no  other 
pound  can  this  disastrous  measure  be  placed. 
"  France  revoked  her  dt  crees,  she  was  entitled 
}o  a  non- importation  against  Great  Britain,  and 
It  she  failed  to  revoke,  what  7  The  bill  gi  res  the 
answer— she  ia  equally  entitled ;  so  that,  do  what 
France  may  do,  the  end  must  b«  a  aon-importa- 


tion  with  England.  Such,  sir,  is  the  logic  of 
your  bill;  sud  the  impartiality  towards  the  bel- 
ligerents; such  and  so  barefaced  the  subveraioa 
of  the  great  principle  of  the  act  of  May  last.. 
'  The  principle  or  the  act  of  Ma^  was  ju^t  and 
equal;  our  oflers  to  Great  Britain  and  France 
were. the  same,  and  the  result,  in  caise  of  refusal, 
alike  to  both.  France  met  the  ofier  by  the  famous 
letter  of  Cadore,  of  the  5th  of  August ;  in  whioh. 
with  more  than  conjurer's  skill,  this  disciple  or 
the  Jesuits  brought  together  and  united  both  pres- 
ent and  future;  he  revoked  apd  did  not  revoke; 
he  ^ve  up  the  decrees  and  yet  retained  their  op* 
eration  or  effects;  he  made  the  revocation  both 
absolute  and  conditional ;  absolute  for  obtaining 
the  President's  proclamation,  conditional  for  the 
purpose  of  eluding  performance;  absolute  for 
drawing  our  property  within  his  clutches,  condi- 
tional for  retaining  it,  to  fill  his  coffers  and  fatten 
his  minions;  in  fine,  sir, the  letier  was  one  thingi 
or  another  thing,  or  nothing  at  all,  as  artifice 
might  suggest  or  luiure  events  render  necessary* 
But,  sir,  the  most  copious  source  of  error  that 
I  have  witnessed  during  the  various  debates  upon 
the  proceedings  under  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May, 
is  found  in  the  exient  of  the  Berlin  and  Milaa 
decrees.  The  gentlemen,  who  have  commenced 
their  career  of  conciliation  with  France,  treated 
those  decrees  as  operating  only  on  the  narrow 

ground  of  direct  commerce  between  the  United 
tates  and  Great  Britain  and  on  our  vessels  to 
other  ports  which  have  submitted  to  Britiah 
search  ;  hence  the  effort  to  justify  the  late  seizures 
of  our  vessels  in  France,  upon  grounds  consisteni 
with  the  repeal  of  those  decrees,  as  being  ladea 
with  British  colonial  produce,  4bc.  But^sir,  this 
cannot  avail  or  give  the  least  color  to  the  pretence 
of  a  repeal. 

The  Berlin  decree  (that  decree  which  emana- 
ted from  the  French  Emperor  at  the  capital  of 
prostrate  Prussia,  where  he  sat  like  Marius  over 
the  ruins  of  Cartfinge)  contains  ten  distinct  arti- 
cles; the  6ih  and  7th  prohibit  all  trade  in  British  . 
merchandise,  and,  the  more  efi*ectually  to  close 
all  the  avenues  to  the  Contineot,' exclude  from  the 
continental  ports  all  vessels  comins  from  Great 
Britain  or  her  colonies,  or  that  shall  have  visited 
the  colonies  after  the  date  of  the  decree.  The 
Duke  de  Cadore,  by  the  above  letter  uf  the  5tk 
of  August,  pledged  the  Emperor,  his  master,  for 
the  entire  repeal  of  this  decree  without  any  res* 
ervation.  Had  this  pledse  been  faithfully  re- 
deemed ;  had  such  repeal  been  had  with  good 
faith,  it  would  have  subverted  the  whole  conti- 
nental system  and  removed  all  difficulty  both  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  France,  and  between 
us  and  Gr^eat  Britain,  as  it  must  have  produced  the 
actual  result  required  by  Great  Britain,  in  restor- 
ing the  commerce  of  the  world  to  thai  state  it  was 
in  at  the  promulgation  of  the  decrees.  Although 
the  above  decreen  partake  of  municipal  as  well 
as  external  regulation,  yet  the  French  EmperoVt 
foreseeing  that  Great  Britain  would  not  relia* 
quish  the  ground,  taken  while  the  continental  sys- 
tem, so  hostile  to  her  commercial  interestSi  was 
continued,  and  yielding  for  a  moment,  as  is  sup- 
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posed,  to  the  groans  of  subjugated  Slates,  stipu* 
fated  by  the  aTO7)s  letter  for  a  reJinquishment  of 
hfs  system  by  an  entire  repeal  of  those  decrees. 
Let  me  repeat,  sir.  had  France  proved  faithful  to 
her  engagements,  the  United  States  would  alibis 
moment  nave  had  a  pronperous  commerce  with 
Europe,  and  the  present  state  of  things  is  fairly 
imputable  to  the  Emperor,  with  whom  that  bill 
on  your  table  invites  us  to  proclaim  **  all  is  well.", 
I  look  about  me,  sir,  with  emotions  of  concern 
and  anxiety  to  find  a  ground  on  which  to  justify 
the  course  adppted  by  this  bill  towards  the  bef- 
lifirerents.  The  peace,  the  reputation,  and  4ionor 
oimy  country  is  concerned,  while  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  justice  and  fair  neutrality  shall  be  our 
landmarks  and  guide,  come  what  may,  fall  when 
we  may,  we  shall  stand  justified  to  the  world, 
and  what  is  of  more  consequence,  w<i  shall  have 
the  support  of  our  own  consciences;  the  sweet 
and  consoling  reflection^  that  we  stand  clear  of 
fault  and  deserve  a  better  fate.  This  bill  will  not 
give  the  United  States  this  high  and  enviable 
condition. 

If  our  Army  and  Navy  is  not  so  great  as  those 
of  our  enemy,  our  reasons  ought  to  he  at  least  as 
good,  and  our  cause  as  just.  This  high  ground 
of  justice  and  neutrality  h  about  being  given  up 
by  this  measure,  and  France  is  to  be  selected  for 
our  friend,  and  Englaud  marked  as  an  enemy, 
while  the'former  has  never  ceased  to  this  day  to 
violate  oAir  neutral  rights  to  the  extent  of  her 
power;  to  outrage  all  that  is  respected  among 
civilized  nations. 

It  was  not  suflScient  for  the  Emperor  to  with- 

•  hold  the  revocation  of  his  decrees,  but  insult  is 
added  to  injury ;  the  United  States  must  acknowl- 
edge themselves  the  asgressor  in  all  things  and 
submit  to  his  correction.  This  GioverUment, 
whose  only*  fault  was  in  too  long  sufieriog,  justly 
required,  by  the  above  act  of  the  first  of  May,  the 
repeal  of  those  unlawful  edicts  to  precede  any 
step  on  the  part  of  this  country ;  hut  the  Emperor 

.has  reversed  ail,  requiring  our  non-importation 
^"with  Great  Britain  to  be  actually  carried  into  ef- 
fect, previously  to  a  revocation  of  his  decrees,  or 
even  a  restoration  of  our  property  seized  since 
the  first  of  November.  Such,  sir,  is  the  insulting 
course  prescribed  by  the  above  communication 
of  the  Grand  Judge,  Massa.  The  Emperor  re- 
quires the  subtnission,  and,  by  this  act,  (which 
enacts  an  immediate  non-intercourse  with  G/eat 

*  Britain,  without  regard  to  the  fact  whether  France 
has  or  has  not  repealed  her  decrees)  you  comply. 

With  what  embarrassment  and  confusion  will 
the  American  Minister  at  the  Court  of  St.  James' 
present  this  act,  which  violates  the  sacred  pledge 
given  to  that  Cpurt,  in  a  communication  to  Mar- 
quis Wellesley  made  by  Mr.  Pinkney  on  the 
10th  of  December  last  (page  29  of  last  message 
and  documents  from  the  President.) 

In  that  letter  our  Minister  presents  the  United 
States  as  impartial  and  justHti  requiring  from 
Prance  an  actual  revocation  of  her  decrees,  be- 
fore bhe  could  be  entitled  to  a  non-importation 
against  Great  Britain.  His  representations  and 
assurances  of  this  unshaken  disposition  of  our 


Government  are  strong  s  bis  language  isempbt- 
tic ;  ^  to  put  the  law  of  non-imponatioo  before 
the  revocation  of  the  edicts,  was  impossible.^ 
Why  will  you,  sir,  give  that  Court  such  a  triompl^ 
and  your  Minister  such  mortification,  as  most  cs- 
sue  upon  a  communication  of  this  act? 

It  only  remains^  sir,  for  me  to  regret  the  oecti- 
sity,  which  this  bill  has  imposed  on  me,  to  ioiro- 
duc^  so  often  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  to 
speak  of  their  relative  conduct  towards  this  coan- 
try.  It  would  have  given  me  much  pleasoreio 
^vqid  a  course  of  observation  which  cannot  M 
to  be  misrepresented,  and  expose  to  imputatioas 
of  foreign  predilections.  But,  sir,  the  act  of  the  1st 
of  May^  and  the  bill  on  your  table,  rendered  the 
discussion  of  the  relative  conduct  of  the  belliger- 
enta  indispensable.  In  Oj>posing  this  bill,  (wbidi 
giv'es  to  France  friendly  intercourse, and  toGrttt 
Bfitain  hostile  noorimportation)  I  have  been  cot- 
strained  to  canvass  the  reason  for  such  i  pR- 
ference ;  and  to  demai»d  why  you  depart  from  tbe 
course  of  equal  and  impartial  resistance  to  boib 
the  belligerents,  as  long  as  they  continue  witiMOt 
a  change  of  measures  to  violate  our  rights. 

Mr.  Gaoi^ON  next  spoke  on  the  opposite  ai^ 
of  the  question.  He  repelled  the  assertions  aid 
argument  of  thes^  who  had  endeavored  to  per- 
suade the  House  to  consent  to  a  breach  of  (be 
plighted  faith  of  the  nation,  under  an  alleged 
non-performance  of  her  share  of  the  engagenest 
on  the  part  of  France.  Re  examined  the  mi^ect 
analvtically,  and  quoted  the  letters  of  the  Dukes 
of  massa  and  Gaete  as  evidence  of  a  reroeaina, 
of  such  a  nature  as  would  not  have  been  qao- 
tioned.  had  theif  proceeded  from  another  (^aarter. 
If  the  law  of  May  last  was  to  be  carried  loto  ef- 
fect, this  section  ought  to  be  parsed  to  remore 
alltioubt  or  uncertainty  as  to  its  operatioo,  &e* 
Mr.  GuoLBOif  spoke  twa  hours. 

Mr.  PcARSON.^It  is  but  seldom,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  address  you,  especially  on  subjects  of  the  natoie 
and  importance  of  that  which  is  i^ow  uoder  dis- 
cussion. Perhaps  on  this  account,  I  may  oot  be 
the  less  entitled  to  your  indulgenceand  the  atten- 
tion of  this  assiembly. 

lam  not  so  vain,  as.to  indulge  the  hopeof  beia^ 
able  to  cast  much»additional  light  on  the  momeo- 
tous  subject  before  us ;  and,  from  the  indicatioos^ 
which  are  but  too  plainly  perceived,  of  the  de- 
termiiiatioa  of  a  majority  of  this  House,  to  pass 
this  bill  with  all  its  imperfections  on  us  head,  I 
despair  of  obtaining  wiihiu  these  walls  a  siogk 
convert  to  mj  opinion  ;  but,  sir,  the  high  imperi- 
ous voice  of  doty  summons  me  to  an  ezertioo. 
and  for  my  country,  mv  constituents,  and  myself, 
I  am  bound  to  obey.  I  embrace  the  present  mo- 
menf  with  more  cheerfulness  than  I  should  hare 
done  any  preceding  period  j>f  the  debate,  because 
I  feel  no  artificial  warmth,  no  excitation,  except 
that  which  flows  immediately  from  the  subject. 
My  feelings,  natUrally  ardent,  hav^  it  is  true,  been 
much  quickened  at  various  stages  of  this  discus- 
sion, and  sirj  I  am  mucK  indebted  to  the  geude- 
man  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Gbol^on)  who  Isst  ad- 
dressed you,  for  having  aided  me  much  in  resuo- 
ipg  that  temper  of  mind  which  alone  ought  tok 
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manifested  in  our  ddibeimtions.  The  ealm,  dis- 
passhmate,  and  anassaming  address  of  that  gen- 
lleman  (Mr.  G.)  3eserves  mir  approbation,  and  I 
gWe  it  freely;  but  as  for  the  truihof  his  pre- 
mises, the  soundness  of  bis  logic,  aad  correctness 
of  his  eooclusions,  they  are  left  to  the  sanction  of 
those  whose  pereeptione  are  Tery  different  from 
mineL  In  the  course  of  my  remarks,  some  of  the 
most  prominent  ohserratioos  of  that  gentleman 
will  not  escape  my  notice. 

Mr.  Speafcer,  no  natiot  can  be  great,  prospe- 
rous, an4  happy,  or,  if  it  is,  can  continue  tbat 
greatness,  prosperity,  and  happiness  long,  unless 
it  is  governed  and  directed  by  the  sound  princi- 
ples of  justice,  honor,  and  impartiality  ;  and  more 
especiallv,  sfaouhF  those  principles  be  regarded' in 
a  Kepohlic,  whose  very  base  is  virtuefand  whose 
support  i»  the  aid  and  approbation  of  iionest  and 
honorable  men.    The  instant  this  foundation  and 
this  support  is  torn  away,  the  superstructure  orajn- 
bles  into  raifts ;  the  elesant  fabriC'Of  liberty  is  seen 
no  mOre^  anarchy  with  all  its  deformities,  or  des- 
potism with  all  Its  horrors,  raise  their  nideous 
crest,  poll  down  the  iample  of  liberty  and  gire 
chains  to  its  votaries.-   If  is  to  be  hbped,  M r.  Spea- 
ker, that  this  state  of  things  will  not  be  tfae-resoh 
of  the  present  meMore ;  but,  when  connected  with 
the  proeeedings  of  this  GbTerafmeot  fon  scTeral^ 
years  past,  and  particularly  with  something  which 
has  beeii  lately  done,-  but  which  I  am  not  at  lib- 
erty to  same,  my  mind  is  filled  with  dreadful  fore- 
bodings of  our  fate,  and  no  slight  appsehensions 
for  the  character  of  tfa^  iAition,aud  the  best  inter- 
ests of  tlie  people. 

Being  opposed  to  the  principles  of  ihis  bill,  and 
having  no  confidence  in  the  reasons  or  pretendes 
by  which  it. IS  attempted  to^be  justified,  Ivball 
not  trouble  you  with  an  exposition  ef  its  particu- 
lar details,  howeter  novel,  arbitrary,  and  impolitic 
they  may  appear.    The  bill  propesee substantially 
a  revival  of  that  system  of  commercial  restric- 
tions, under  which  the  people  of  our  country  have 
so  long  and  severely  sufiered.    it  substantially 
denies  all  intercourse- with  Great  Britain  and  her 
colonies,  by  excluding  from  our  ports  British  ves- 
sels of  every  description,  and  the  products  and 
manufactures  of  that  nation  of  every  kind,  and  to 
whomsoever  they  belong ;  while  at  the  same  time, 
every  possible  indulgence  is  granted  to  France — 
her  vessels,  armed  and  unarmedyher  products  a)nd 
those  of  the  nations  which  she  has  subjugated, 
find  no  restraint  from  us.    Here  let  me  remark, 
that  to  those  two  contending  Powers,  whenever 
their  interest,  or  the  interests  of  dther  of  them 
eome  in  contact  with  the  interests  of  my  own 
cottDtry,  I  feel  no  preference,  I  make  no  discrim- 
ination ;  my  first  best  wishes  ever  are  at  home. 
I  DOW  solemnly,  appeal  to  gentlemen,  why  shall 
we,at  this  moment, make  thiamarked  distinction? 
Why  shall  we  take  this  -hostile  attitude  against 
Great  Britain,  and  open  our  arms  to  the  eioabnice 
of  France?    When,  by  doing  so,  we  must  inevi- 
tably aifiict  our  own  people,  and  depArt  from  that 
character  of  neutrality,  which  baa  been  the  alleged 
boast  of  the  present  and  late  Admiobtration  ;  and 
which  ilona  haiafibrded  those  in  power,  an  mpo)^ 


ogy  with  the  people  for  those  wild  sehemeiiof 
policv,  with  which  their,  course-  has  been  hut  too 
plainly  marked,  and  that  aceumulated  distress 
which  every  man  has  seen,  and  every  honest  maa 
has  felt  9  Can  it  be  because  Bonaparte  has  said, 
he  loves  the  Americana?  I,  sir,  know  no  other 
Cause.  I  know  it  has  been  said  on  this  floor,  and 
said  too  by  the  honorable  gentleman  who  reported 
this  bill,  and  hia -honorable  colleague,  (Mr.  Gaoi/- 
aoN)  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  are  re* 
voked  ;  and,- in  compliance  with  the  law  of  the 
late  session  of  Congress,  the  faith  of  this  nation 
is  pledged  to  Bonaparte,  for  the  due  execution  of 
tbat  law  against  Great  Britain.  To  those  opinions 
my  understanding  cannot  assent — the  obligation 
to  Bonaparte  1  neither  feel  nor  believe.  That 
none  such  exist  will  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  diffi- 
cult to  prove.  For  a  fair  understanding  of  this 
questiouril  becomes  neecbsary  to  apply  to  the  law 
of  May,  1810.  On  that  law  aad  the  proceedings^ 
which  have  been  subsequently  adopted  by  this 
Government  and  France,  must  the  propriety  of 
the  present  measures. be. justified  or  condemned. 
The  act  alluded  to,  in  aohstance,  declares :  ^  That 
in  case  either  Great  Brtmin  or  France  shall,  before 
the  3d  day  of  March  next,  so  revoke  or  modify 
her  edicts,  that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neu- 
tral commerce  of  the  United  States,  which  fact 
the  President  of  the  United  Stttes  shall  declare 
by  proclamation,  and  if  the  other  nation  shall  not, 
within  three  months  thereafter,  so  revoke  or  mod- 
ify her  edicts  in  like  manner,  the  restrictive  pro- 
visions of  the  law  of  1600  are  to  be  revived  and 
have  full  force  and  effect  against  the  nation  so 
refusing  or  aegleeting  to  revoke  or  modify,"  ^. 
and  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  act,  are  from 
the  date  of  such  proclamation^  to  cease  and  be  die- 
continued  in  relation  to  tiie  nation  revokin|f  or 
modifyiog  her  decrees  in  the  manner  aforesaid. 

The  empbatic  words  of  this  law  are.  so  revoke 
or  modify,  as  that  they  cease  to  violate,  &c.  Here 
is  a  positive,  unconditional,,  indispensable  prere- 
quisite, to  be  complied  with  before  the  President 
was  authorized  to  exercise  the  power  given  to 
him  ;  a  specific  fact  was  to  exist,  and  he  was  em- 
powered simply  to  make  its  existence  known  to 
the  nation  ;  no  discretion  was  allowed  ;  nothing 
left  to  doubtful coostruction^no conditional  prom- 
issory note  of  a.  perfidious  ageat,  of  a  more  per- 
fidious master,  was  contemplated  by  the  law.  The 
great  question  now  is,  does  the  fact  on  whieh^tl^e 
proclamation  was  alone  to  issue,  and  on  which 
Its  legitimacy  solely  dependjr,  exist,  or  does  it  not  ? 
The  very  doubt  ought  to  decide  the  question*— 
the  burden  of  proof  unquestionably  ought  to  rest 
on  those  who  call  on  us  to  pass  this  law ;  and  in 
their  own  language,  execute  the  contract,  and . 
violate  not  the  faith  so  solemnly  plighted  to  ^  Na- 
poleon theOreat" — unfortunately  the  evidence  on 
which  they  rely  disproves  the  fact,  and  we  are 
enabled  to  do  what  can  seldom  be  done,  aad  ought 
never  to  be  required— prove  a  negative. 

The  letter  of  the  Duke  .de  Oadore,  of  the*  6th 
August,  1810,  the  proclamation  of  the  2d  of  No- 
vember, aad  Mr.  Pinkney's  diplomatic  speotsil 
pleading  in  his  letter  to  the  Qeoretary  of  StatOi^of 
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iDg  ahoit  of  war  with  Kufkod  or  our  owb  cm* 
zeos,  by  opprettiog  them  witb  a  perpctotlcn- 
baKgo.  Instead  of  an  autbeatieaied  aei  of  reto- 
eatioD,  bearing  tbeaiHboritxof  ibe  raonordittry 
law  or  ediet  of  tbe  Freocb  Empire,  we  bare 
noUiiog  buc  a  letter  from  tbeageat  of  the  Gor- 
ernmeot,  and  wbioh  tba  Emperor  mty  dnarot 
at  pleasore—ras  was  done^io  tbe  caac  of  tbe  Mu> 
liter  of  Marine,  ia  hie  esplaoaiioDa  to  Gnenl 
ArmstroDg  of  the  inteoded  operation  of  tbe  Berba 
deeree — instead  of  the  restoration  of  tbe  ionnetue 
amount  of  American  property,  of  which  yoorcit- 
izeos  have  been  most  craelly  and  unjustly  robbed 
by  this  fell  monster  of  tbe  age — and  which  the 
President  declared,  through  tbe  Secretary  of  State, 
in  letters  to  General  Armstrong  of  (be  5th  of  Jose 
and  July,  must  precede  an  arraDgemeai  witi 
France,  and  wa»aa  indispensable  evidence  of  (be 
just  purpose  of  pTance  towards  the  United  Suies; 
insteiid  of  having  forty  or  fifty  millions  worth  of 
our  property  restored,  we  are  vauntingly  totd.tba( 
the  property  was  confiscated  as  a  measure  of  re- 
prisal, thai  the  principles  of  reprisal  must  be  iU 
law  in  that  affair^  and  that  a  compromise  wooU 
be  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  Fraoce—ibe 
plain  English  .of  which  is,  we  have  tbe  propertf 
and  we  will  keep  it.  Mr.  Speaker,  are  we  to  is 
thus  amused  1  Common  honor  and  eommos  sease 
revolt  at  tbe  idea. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Csroiiea, 
(Mr.  Cbbvbb,)  whom  1  am  very  much  iociiietf 
to  respect,  in  an  ingenious  argument  nrhiek  be 
made  the  other  day,  to  prove  that  the  Frencb^ 
crees  were  revoked,  told  you  that^  the  resooatua 
of  those  decrees  depended  on  the  mere  volition^ 
the  mind  of  the  Emperor ;  not  requiring  Iolbe^ 
tication  or  form  f^  and  although  they  might  ben- 
vived  Ihe  next  moment,  or  substituted  by  otbfr 
regulattons  equally  affecting  our  neutral  rigbu, 
still  they  were  revoked.'    Thus  attriboUDgai 
authority  to  Bonaparte,  descriptive  of  the  power 
of  tbe  Ood  of  nature-r-wh«n  he  said  let  there  be 
light  and  there  was  light.    And  in  reply  lo  (be 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  QomcT:) 
who  contended  that  form  was  essential  (o  tbe  re- 
peal of  a  decree,  he  remarked  that  tbe  geodesiaB 
wantedybrm  and  not  substance.  From  this  eoone 
of  reasoning,  I  conceive  tbe  gentleman  has  admit- 
ted, that  this  pretended  revocation  has  neither 
form  nor  substance.    An  edict  may  be  defined  19 
be,  a  law  promulgated  in  such  form  as  the  iosti* 
totioosof  tbe  country  require,  or  some  act  of  sor* 
eretgn.  authority,  which  has  ^ne  through  tbe 
established  forms  of  ofl&ee,  so  as  to  become  obiigi* 
tory.    The  edicts  of  France  have  an  appropritu 
form,  their  authority  is  attested  by  tbe  Emperor 
and  publicity  is  given,  for  tbe  directioo  o(  those 
whose  duty  it  is  to  carry  them  into  effect.   Sir, 
tbe  decree  of  the  most  absolute  monarch  oa  earth 
is  no  decree  jtiU  tt  is  published.    I  coo  tend  that  t 
retwcalton  or  modification  of  an  edict  reqaire  the 
same  or  equal  solemnities  with  its  eoactioeot; 
the  fad  must  eiist  and  be  oflicially  made  koovo 
before  it  becomes  obligatory-^no  declaratiooo/ao 
,    intention  to  revoke,  can  constitute  an  actual  nfo- 
and  that  which  depended  joo  ourselves  was  noth-  f  cation.  The  act  ought  not  only  to  be  detefmian 


the  lOih  of  December,  constitute  the  whole  bur- 
den of  proof  upon  which  tbe  advocates  of  this  bill 
rest  their  defence,  and  the  evidence  of  the  fact, 
on  which  alone  it  can  be  justified.  I  bsve  stated 
the  law;  and  what  I  conceive  to  be  its  obligations 
oa  the  President  and  oiTrseives.  It  will  now  be 
proper  to  take  a  correct  view  of  this  famous  letter 
of  the  Due  de  Cadore  of  the  5ih  August,  this  hon- 
ied charm,  which  has  seduced  us  into  a  laba* 
rynth,  from  whose  gloomy,  cells  .and  devious 
findings  we  are,  I  fear,  not  soon  to  be  eitricated. 
This  letter,  which  contains  but  one  sentence  of 
plain  truth,  viz :  ^  That  the  Emperor  applauded 
the  general  embargo  laid  by  the  United  States'?*— 
«fter  asserting  tbe  most  palpable  falsehood,  by 
4ieDyioff  that  the  Emperor  had  knowledge  of  our 
law  of  March,  1809.  until  very  lately,  and  justify* 
ing  tbe  seizure  and  condemnation  of  ail.  Ameri- 
ican  property  which  had  entered^  not  only  the 
ports  of  France,  but  those  of  Spain,  Naples  and 
tiolland,  dating  from  the  20ih  of  May,  1800;  and 
declaring  that  reprisal  was  a  right  commanded 
by  the  dignity  of  France,  a  circumstance  on  which 
it  was  impossible  to  make  a  compromise — the  letter 
proceeds :  "^  Now  Congress  retrace  their  steps,  they 
'revoke  the  act  of  the  first  of  March,  the  ports  of 
>  America  are  open  to  French  commerce,  and 
'  France  is  no  longer  interdicted  to  tba  Araeri- 
'  cans.  In  short  Congress  engages  to  oppose  itself 
'  to  that  one  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  which 

<  should  refuse  to  acknowMge^the  rights  of  neu* 
'  trals.    In  this  new  state  of  things,  1  am  author- 

*  ized  to  declare  to  you,  sir,  that  tbe  decrees  of  Ber- 
'  lin  and  Mdan  are  revoked,  and  that  after  the  first 

<  of  November  they  will  cease  to  have  effect; 
^  it  being  understood,  that  in  consequence,  of  this 

*  declaration,  (remark,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  declara- 

<  tioo,  not  this  fact,)  tbe  English  shall  revoke 

*  their  Orders  in  Council,  and  renounce  tbe  new 

*  principles  of  blockade,  which  they  have  wished 

*  to  establish,  or  that  the  United  Siatea,  confor- 
(  mable  to  the  act  you  haye  just  communicated, 
'  shall  cause  their  rights  to  be  respected  by  the 
'  Eoglish" — then  follows  in  sweet  accents  His 
Majesty's  declaration  of  love  for  the  Americans, 
his  solicitude  for  our  prosperity,  and  the  glory  of 
France. 

This  is  the  gilded  pill,  in  which  lurks  a  most 
deadly  venom,  and  which  if  we  swallow,  I  fear 
all  the  political  quackery  of  tbe  nation  cannot 
aave  us.  On  this  letter,  gentlemen  rely  for  the 
revocation  of  the  French  edicts,  and  the  freedom 
of  our  commerce  with  France.  Allowing  the 
most  favorable  construciioo  lo  ibis  letter  and  ab- 
stracting it  from  circumatances,  and  facts  both 
before  and  after  its  date,  it  will  not  bear  gentlemen 
out  iu  their  conclusion ;  it  does  not  satisfy  your 
law,  and  did  not  warrant  the  state  of  things  wbicji 
has  been  and  is  about  to  be  produced.  Instead 
of  an  existing  and  determined  fact,  we  have  a 
promise,  and  that  too  clogged  with  conditions, 
which  it  was  well  known  to  the  Emperor  would 
not  or  could  not  be  complied  with  to  the  extent 
required  by  him.  The  conditions  which  depended 
oaQie&t  Britain,  he  knew,  never  would  be  yielded, 
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nd  public,  bot  tittcepc^^^  of  aQibeotteatioii,  aod 
apabie  of  bein^  eoauBnoieated  to  the  nattoo  apd 
be  world. 

Tbis  opinion,  if  it  needs  autbority,  is  supported 
\y  the  iostroctioDs  of  the  Setretarjr  of  State  to 
ur  Ministers  at  Paris  and  London,  of  tbe  5th 
aljr.  Mr.  Pinknof  is  directed  in  tbese  words— 
ft  tbe  Briiisb  Oorermnent  sboold  accede  to  the 
orertnre  oontained  in  the  act  of  Congress,  bf  re- 
pestiog  or  so  modifying  its  edicts,  as  tbat  tbey 
will  cease  to  violate  our  nentral  ricbts,  you  will . 
iraosmtt  tbe  repeal,  properly  autbeoticated,  to 
General  Armstrong,  and  if  necessary,  by  a  special 
roessenner,  and  you  wUi  basten  to  trartsinit  it  alsa 
to  this  Department — ^similar  directions  are  given 
to  General  Armatroog." 

Will  it  for  a  moment  be  contended,  tbat  tbe 
ormai  aiUhefUicaiion  required  by  tbe  Admioistra- 
ion,  could  mi^an  a  Jesnitical,  insolent,  eqaivoea I, 
onditional  letter,  full  of  sound,  and  meaninsmo- 
biog  forourgoodl  But, say  gentlemen,! be  Pre»- 
dent  received  tbe  evidence  and  issued  bis  proeJa- 
aation.  Tbis  is  true ;  but  vjrby  bat  be  done  8o» 
ind  how  Justified  by  tbe  law  under  wbieb  alone 
le  was  autborized  to  act,  is«  to  my  mind,  perfect- 
y  inexplicable ;  wby,  in  the  tcoorse  of  tbis  ar* 
anj^ement  with  France^  be  has  yaried  tbe  ground 
rhich  he  first  took— wby  dispensed  witb  reqnis- 
tes  it  one  time  declared  indispensable — why  be 
dranced  in  exactions  from  Great  Britain  in  pro- 
toriion  as  be  receded  from  demands  on  France, 
I  left  for  himself  and  those  who  have  more  wls- 
lom  than  myself,  lo  determine.  I  trust^sir,  I  have 
I  proper  share  of  confidence  In  the  Kxecotive, 
Dd  have  no  disposition  to  detract  from  his  merit ; 
or  he  is  only  man,  and  therefore  subject  to  the 
railiies  mima'is  heir  to.  We  have  as  yet  no  such 
Mxim  among  us,  as  tbat  the  Executive  fs  infal* 
ibie— he  cao  do  no  wrong.  Whatever  may  be  the 
ifposition  of  other  gentlemen,  I  am  as  yet  too 
ree.  too  much  of  a  geauine  RepubHedn  to  sob- 
eribe  to  such  a  doctrine.  I  saia,  str,  that  in  the 
ioarse  of  this  arrangement  with  France,  the  ad- 
ainistration  advanced  in  their  demands  on  Great 
)ritain  and  receded  as  to  France. 

1  argue  from  tbe  documents,  which  aceompa- 

lied  the  President's  Message  at  the  opening  of 

be  present  session  of  Congress.    The  first  letter 

n  the  documents  from  the'SecreUiry  of  State  to 

Mr.  Pinkney,  of  the  90th  January,  1810,  does  not 

K>niain  a  word  on  the  subject  of  bloclcades— -on 

he  contrary,  the  Orders  in  Council  are  alone  re* 

luired  to  be  repealed,  as  preparatory  to  a  treaty 

vith  Great  Britain;  and  the  British  Government 

ire  assured  of  the  cordial  disposition  '*of  the  Pros* 

ident  to  exercise  any  power  with  which  he  may 

be  invested,  to  put  an  end  to  acts  of  Cons^ress 

which  wonld  not  be  resorted  to  but  for  the  Orders 

in  Council,  and  at  the  same  time  of  his  determi' 

nation  to  pot  them  in  force  against  France,  in 

ca&e  her  decrees  should  not  also  be  repealed." 

His  letter  of  the  4th  of  May,  which  was  the 
Krst  after  passing  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May  last, 
tbat  encloHcd  a  copy,  of  that  act.  ts  not  published. 
On  the  22d  of  May,  another  letter  is  sent  en- 
closing a  second  ^opy  of  the  m(  of  Congress^  in 


which  there  is  not  to  be  found  an|r  requisition  of  . 
a  repeal  of  the  blockade  which  is  now  mtde  a« 
tine  quanon  to  an  arranflremenl  with  Great  Brit*  * 
sin.    But  on  the  2d  of  July,  after  tbe  arrival  of 
tbe  John  AdAms,  which  brought  the  correspon- 
dence between  our  Ministers  at  Paris  aod  Lon- 
don, and  tbe  Agents  of  tbe  British  and  French 
Governments,  on  the  subject  of  ihe  repeal  of  their 
several'  orders  and  decrees;  and   when  it  was 
known  tbat  tbe  British  Government  would  not 
abandon  her  system  of  blockade  and  adopt  tbe 
principles  contended  for  by  France — in  this. let- 
ter, I  say,  is  contained  not  only  a  demand  of  the 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  but  also  of  the 
blockading  order  of  May,  1806.    I  have  already 
shown,  from  the  letters  before  me,  of  the  5th  June 
and  July,  that  the  restoration  of  the  property  of 
our  citizens,  confiscated  by  the  order  of  Bona-    * 
parte,  was  declared  by  the  Executive  as  an  indis- 
pensable nre^requisite  to  an  arrangement  with  the 
French  Government.    But  the  proclamation  of 
tbe  President  has  been  issued  without  a  cent  of 
property  being  restored ;  nor  is  there  the  most  dis<- 
tant  prospect  of  our  regaining  a  shilling  from  his 
iron  grasp.  Thus  bavethe  administration  changed 
tbe  ground  first  taken,  increased  the  demands  on 
Great  Britain,  and  abandoned  what  was  deemed 
indispensable  on  the  part  of  France. 

So  conscious  was  the  President  of  the  just  ex- 
pectation of  the  people  of  this  countryv  that  prb* 
vision  would  be  made  for  the  restoration  of  their 
propertv,  be  informs  Mr,  Armstrong  on  the  2d  of 
Novemuer,  tbe  day  the  proclamation  wns  issued, 
tbat  ^in  issuing  the  proclamation  it  has  been 
^  presumed,  that  tbe  requisition  on  the' subject  of 
'  the  sequestered  property  will  have  been  complied 
*  with/  From  what  tbis  presumption  arose.  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  say— ^the  letter  of  the  Dae  de  Cadore 
to  General  Armstrong,  of  the  12th  September, 
had  been  received  here ;  we  had  been  iold  there 
would  be  no  compromise;  the  law  of  reprital 
must  govern.  I^ir,  th^  law  of  reprisal,  as  recog- 
nised by  the  laws  of  nations,  could  never  have 
authorized  the  seizure.  Reprisals  can  only  be  re* 
sorted  to  in  case  of  an  act  of  hostility  commit- 
ted by  one  nation  on  the  property  or  citizens  of 
another,  and  after  compensation  for  the  injury 
has  been  demanded  and  refused  ;  and  even  in  that 
case,  the  property  taken  is  to  be  held  only  in 
fiedge,  till  satisfaction  is  made  by  the  offending  ' . 
nation.  Tbe  moment  that  confiscation  takes  place 
the  principle  of  reprisal  ceases  and  it  becomes  an 
act  of  war.  We  kad  done  no  injurv  to  France ; 
we  had  violated  neither  the  rights  of  the  persons 
or  property  of  her  subjects^no  demand  of  in- 
demnity was  ever  made ;  not  a  complaint  whis- 
pered, till  nearly  twelve  months  aAer  the  passing 
of  the  law,  (and  after  its  expiration  too.)  which  is 
made  the  pretext  for  this  monstrous  outrage.  The 
law  of  reprisal  bad  nothing  to  do  with  the  affair, 
and  the  confiscation  of  our  property  excludes  the 
idea  of  restoration.  1  confess  1  was  astonished, 
and  felt  humbled  as  an  American,  when  f  heard 
the  language  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  his  Message  to  Congress  at  tbe  opening  of  tho 
preaenk  sessloa  on  this  aubjeet*    Instaiad  of  that 
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high  indigoant  toiie,.demaDded  bf  tbe  hooor  and 
feelings  m  the  naiioii,  he,  in  (he  mtldDen  of  ealm 
philosopby,  says,  **  It  iras  particularly  aaiicipated 
'that  as  a  further  «videi]ce  of  just  dispositions  to* 
'  wards  them,  restoration  would  ha?e  been  imme- 
'diately  made  of  the  property"  of  ouc  citizens, 
teized  under  ^mUappliecUion  of  the  principles  (f 
repriMois^  and  a  misconstruction  of  a  law  of  the 
United  8tates,  This  eipectation  has  not  been 
fulfilled.  Thus  the  question  as  to  the  restoration 
seems  to  be  abandoned ;  one  kind,  loviof  word 
from  Napoleon  the  .Qreat,  (as  he  has  been  tri- 
ooiphaniiy  called  in  this  House^)  this  modern 
Alexikoder  (wiihbuihis  virtoesy  with  all  hie  fanlts) 
disarms  us  of  our  rage,  and  we  give  millions  for 
his  embrace. 

It  is  in  vain,  sir,  to  seek  for  eridenee  of  the  re^ 
vocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  in  this 
Utter  of  the  5th  August ;  we  have  befiore  us  the 
most  oonelusive,  the  most  damning  testimony  of 
their  continued  operation  as  late- as  the  25th  De* 
eember.  By  a  leuer  from  our  Charge  d'Affaires. 
dated  Paris,  10th  December,  we  are  informea 
4bat  *^  the  New  Orleans  Papket,  lately  Hrrired  at 
'  Bordeaux,  has,  with  her  cargo,  the  bona  Jide 

*  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 

*  laden  at  the  port  of  New  York,  been  aeized  by 
<  the  director  of  the  customs,  under  the  Berlin  and 
'Milan  decrees."  He  further. states,  that  ''the 
'  case  of  Ihe  New  Oceans  Packet  is  the  first  which 
'  has  occurred  since  tbe  first  of  November^  to 
'  which  ^he  Berlin  and  Milan  -decrees  could  be 
'  applied,  and  if  they  are  applied  in  thia  case,  it 
'  will  be  difficult  for  France  to  show  one  solitary 
'  instance  of  their  having  been  practically  r#- 
'  voked." 

The  letter  from  Charles  Meyer,  ouf  Consul  at 
Bordeaux,  of  the  14th  December,  rtates^  that  the 
brig  New  Orleans  Packet,  of  New  York,  has  been 
aeized  by  the  collector,  and  her  cargo  put  in  the 
imperial  custom-house.  The  schooner  Friendship, 
of  and  from  Baltimore,  has  been  sequestered. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  QaoLaoN) 
has  argued  against  the  operation  of  those  decrees, 
on  the  authority  of  a  letter  from  Mr. -Russell,  con- 
tained in  that  bundle  of  traHi,  scraped  up  from 
the  surplus  fund  of  rubbish  on  the  files  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  whieh  was 
carefully  laid  on  our  tables  the  other  day,  from 
which  it  appears,  that  no  seizure  had  been  'made 
of  American  property  since  tbe  Ist  of  November. 
But  unfortunately  for  the  gentleman  and  his  ar- 

Sument,  the  letter  alluded  to  is  dated  the  1st  of 
December,  when  indeed  no  seizure  had  been^made 
—but  why  ?  Because  no  vessels  had  then  arrived. 
It  was  surely  unnecesisary  to  tell  us  what  did  not 
happen  on  the  1st  of  Deoember,  when  we  well 
know  what  did  happen  on  the  10th  of  December. 
The  gentleman  further  stated,  that  there  was  no 
evidence  of  the  aapture  of  the  schooner  Friend- 
ship; this  statement  is  equally  unlbrtunate;  he^ 
cause  we  have  actual .  evidence  that  this  vessel 
was  actually  sequestered,  and  I  do  suppose  the 
gentleman,  on  refiection,  will  be  inclined  to  admit 
that  the  capture  or  seizure  must  have  been  made 
before  condemnation  oould  take  place.    Qut  we 


have  stUI  further  evideaee  of  tbe  aoniiaaed  t^ 
eration  of  those  decrees  by  official  acts  of  ii« 
French  Empire,  as  late  as  the  25th  of  Decembtrj 
1610.  The  Uoke  of  Maspa,  in  a  lector  to  the  Mii^ 
ister  of  Justice,  dated  Paris,  85th  December,  aid 
reciting  the  letter  of  the  Dae  de  Cadore,  of  i^ 
5ih  August,  the  President's  proelamatioD  swlii^ 
circular  letter  of  Mr.  Gallatta  to  the  eolleetors|l 
the  customs,  remarks:  "In  consoqueace  of  tai^ 
'engagement,  entered  into  by  tbe  Ooveroi 
'  of  the  United  States,  to  cause  their  rigfau  to 
'  respected,  His  Majesty  orders  that  all  the 
'  which  may  be  pending  in  tbe  Coancil  of  Pi 
^  of  captures  of  American  vessela  made  after 
'  1st  of  Navember,  and  those  that  may  in  fi 
'  be  brought  before  it,  shall  aot  be  judged s 
'  ing  to  the  principles  of  the  deciees  of  Be 
'  and  Milan,  but  that  they  ahaJi  remain  sasj 
'  ed  ;  the  vessels  captured  or  adzed  to  remiio 
•'  in  a  state  of  sequestriuion,  and  the  righuof 
'  propriFtors  being  reserved  for  them  ooiii 
'  8d  of  February,  the  period  at  which  tbe  Ut^ 
■'  t9d  States  having  fulfilled  the  cngageoeM^ 
'  eause  their  rigbts  to  be  respected,  thettuiei^ 
'  tures  to  be  dedaied  bull,''  ^.  Nearly  theaai 
instructione  are  given  atthevame  time  lo  tbedi 
reetqr  general  of  the  customs  by  the  DoJEe  cj 
Gaete— besays:  "Thoae  AnBerieaa  vcskIsv^ 
'  have  entered  the  ports  of  France  siace  ibe  U 
'  of  Navember,  or  may  enter  ia  fiature,  aad  i^ 
'  whtcb  have  been  sequestered  in  concrareBtki 
'  of  tbe  deorees,.  must  be  the  object  of  i  specif 
'  report."  And  on  the  2d  of  Febraary,  tbe  £a 
peror^  iatentions  are  to  be  made  kaova.  Gd 
the  most  creduloas,  the  most  devoted  miad  oe^ 
believe  that  those  decrees  are  repealed,  aod  utl 
they  have  eeaaed  to  have  effect— if  so,  mhi^ 
our  vessels  seized  at  all^  Why  it  their  ftie  :| 
be  suspended  awaiting  the  will  of  the  fifflpero;! 
Are  woreadf  to  sobmtt  to  be  IxNrad  to  secontf  ^ 
our  good  behaviour  ?  Are  we  thus  to  be  mhifp 
into  the  ad  option  "of  strong  and  energetic  messtf 
against  the  common  enemy  1''  Are  we  to  lona^ 
our  own  citizenaand  take  a  hostile  attitude  »psi 
Qreat  Britain,  to  obtain  the  Itberattoa  of  aiSev  W 
sels  which  have  been  brought  be£»re  tbe  Coiioci^M 
Prize&ia  France  since  the  1st  of  November?  Ffl 
sir,  bo  assured,  if  any  are  ever  to  be  restored  ii  vJ 
only  be  those  which  have  arrived  in  Freaeh  ptf3 
since  the  first  of  November,  and  have  ooiiyci 
finally  condemned.  As  to  those  of  a  prerioas  di^ 
their  fate  is  irrevocably  aealed.  What  thra  i$<^ 
situi^tion  if  we  pass  this  bill,  or  continue  the  tte^ 
last  session,  or  give  effect  to  the  President's  ^ 
clamation?  We  literally  say  to  France,  weabtr 
don  all  claim  to  indemnity  for  the  multiplied  n 
juries  and  insults  we  have  received  from  1^ 
open  our  ports  freely,  to  you  and  close  them  sfai^ 
Great  Britain,  with  the  hope  tiat  yon  will  rep 
your  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  oot  coodes^ 
the  vessels  which  you  may  have  seized  since  tbi 
1st  .of  November.  Thus,  instead  of  boitoiBi^ 
the  President's  proclamation  and  this  law  oa  |^^ 
actual  repeal  of  those  decrees,  and  the  restorati^ 
of  property,  you  ezpect  a  repeal  to  uke  ^^ 
bottomed  on  thiala w  and  tl|e  prodaaatioa.  Tkn 
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1  the  spirit  of  modera  chivalry,  the  iojored  party 
lakefl  the  coDcession  aod  pays  the  priee  of  peace. 

Sir.  if  such  a  state  of  things  had  been  attempt- 
i  lobe  prodoced  directly  lo  relation  to  Great 
Iritain  or  perhaps  to  France,,  at  the  last  session 
f  CoogresB,  it  would  have  beeii  aoooted  with  tn* 
igoation  from  every  section  of  the  country. 

Were  it  necessary,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  might  con- 
>od,oo  the  authority  of  the  present  and  late  Ad- 
linistration,  that  the  Operation  of  the  Berlin  and 
liian  decrees  never  would  cease  as  to  this  nation, 
Dtil  complete  satisfaction,  had  beea  obtained  for 
le  iojuries  sustained  under  them.  In  the  famous 
ise  uf  the  Chesapeake  (an  event  which  I  feel 
s  much  as  any  man)  the  sentiments  of  the  Ad- 
linistration  then  were,  tbat  the  act  of  aggression, 
[though  disavowed,  continued  in. full  forces  that 

never  could  be  di/scontinued^  never  cease  to  ex- 
it, liil  complete  compensation  was  made.  If  this 
pioion  is  correct,  and  I  am  inclined  tagfive  it 
ly  assent,  then  1  say,  the  decrees  of  Prance  ne^er 
in  cease  to  exist  as  to  this  nation,  till  we  have 
ten  compensated  for  the  inealcAlable  insults  and 
ijuries  we  have  sustained  iocoasequeuce  of  their 
peraiion. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
Mr.  Eppes)  who  reported  the  bill,  in  reply  la 
le  very  able  speech  of  a  gentleman  from  New 
Tork  (Mr.  Emott)  yho  addressed  you  in  the 
arly  stage  of  this  discussion,  appeared  to  rae 
Itber  to  question  the  purity  of  tne  source  from 
rhich  they  came,  than  to  have  answered  the  ar- 
:u(Dents  of  that  gentleman.  This  muode  of  rea- 
ding mav  answer  the  purposes  of  gentlemen*^ 
lit  is  surely  unfavorable  to  fair  invesiigatipn  i  it 
sods  to  abridge  the  freedom  of  debate,  and  pre- 
eot  tbat  firm,  decisive,  and  candid  exposition  of 
lose  measures,  which  we  conceive  may  vitally 
Sect  the  happiness  of  the. people.  This  is  a  priv 
ilege  and  a  dutv  which  1  shall  ever  regard  and 
ver  perform.  The  same  geollemad  (Mr.  Eppfia) 
od  several  others,  have  reminded  us  of  the  ar- 
aogement  made  with  Mr.  Erskine ;  and  offer  it 
sa  precedent  for  the  justification  of  the  P/esi- 
leni's  proclamation  and  this  billy  (which  are  sub- 
taoiially  one  and  the  sanie  thing.)  I  had  sop- 
losed  tbat  that  unfortunate  arrangement  would 
lave  been  kept  out  of  sight  by  gentlemen  oo  the 
Hher  side  of  the  House.  It  was  to  have  been  ex- 
ited they  would  carefully  avoid  an  attempt  to 
oake  one  bad  precedent  justify  another;  they 
oust  have  forgotten  how  that  arrangement  mili- 
ates  against  the  proclamation,  and  the  demand 
vhich  is  now  sa  positively  made  of  a  revoca- 
ioQ  by  Great  Britain  of  her  order  of  blockade 
)f  May,  18€6.  That  arrangement,  almost  dic- 
ated  by  the  Administration,  and  which  was  per- 
fectly satisfactory  to  us  all,  did  not  contaii^  one 
lyllsble,  not  the  most  distant  intimation,  relative 
to  the  repeal  of  that  order,  whic.h  now  appears  to 
ixcite  so  highly  the  indignation  of  gentlemen, 
ind  has  been  magnified  into  a  cause  of  war.  The 
order  of  blockade  waa  at  that  time  more  recent, 
uid  if  so  injurious  as  now  alleged,  could  not  have 
ttcaped  the  attention  of  the  Executive,  and  his 
irigilant  Cabinet,  when  they  were  providing  for 


the  annulment  of  the  Orders  in  Council  of  Jan- 
uary and  November,  1807.  That  arrangement 
was  made  without  requiring  a  repeal  of  the  block- 
ade— now  nothing  can  be  done  without  a  repeal. 
and  thus  we  are  to  be  blockaded  both  at  home  ana 
abroad. 

It  may  be  further  remarked,  that  by  the  law  of 
Fjebruary,  1808,  the  President  waa  authorized  to 
suspend  the  embargo  as  to  France  or  Great  Brit- 
ain, on  the  same  cbnditions  pointed  out  by  the 
act-of  May,  1810.  la  the  exercise  of  that  power, 
the  President  instructed  Mr.  Pinkney  to  propose 
to  the  British  Gh>vernfl[ient  a  repeal  of  the  em- 
bargo as  to  that  nation,  and  its  continuation 
against  France,  if  the  Orders  in  Council  of  Jan- 
uary and  November,  1807,  should  be  rescinded. 
At  that  time  nothing  was  said,  no  demand  waa 
made,  not  even  a  proposition  offered  en  the  sub- 
ject of  the  blockade  in  question:  My  attention^ 
sir,  baa  been  somewhat  drawn  to  this  part  of  the 
subject  by  the  importance  which  has  been  given 
to  It  in  the  documents  before  me,  and  the  argu- 
ments of  gentlemen  of  this  House,  particularly 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Eippts,)  who 
said  much  on  this  subject  the  other  day,  in  an* 
swer  to  arguments  which  the  gentlenmn  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Emott)  did  not  make.    He  re- 
iterated last  night  that  his  argumenta  were  uaau- 
swered  and  unanswerable.    I  do  not,  profess,  air, 
to  be  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  practical  ex- 
tent of  the  order,  of  blockade  of  May,  1806,  nor 
do  L  know  the  precise  quantum  of  injury  we 
have  sustained  by  it,  nor  am  I  to  be  understood  . 
aa  attempting  its  justification*-^!  shoold  be  the 
last  to  concede  any  principle  or  any  right  t6 
which  mv  country  has  a  ciaim^    But,  sir,  I  am 
ootnpellea  to  believe,  that  aa  artificial  impor- 
tance is  at  this  moment  given  to  the  subject, 
which  it  has  not  received  at  any  other  perioa 
Hnce  the  adoption  of  that  regulation  by  the 
British  Government.   I  have  already  shown  that, 
in  the  neffotiaMon  of  1808,  and  in  the  arrange- 
ment with  Mr.  Erskine,  the  question  Was  not 
even  made  a  mauer  of  contestation ;  and,  slr^ 
from  an  examination  of  the  Executive  papers, 
from  the  date  of  the  order  of  the  blockade-down 
to  the  present  session  of  Congress,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  discover  a  single  paper  remonatra- 
ting  against  the  order,  or  insisting  on  its  revoca- 
tion, nor  do  I  know  of  a  single  case  of  the  con- 
demnation of  ao  American  vessel  under  its  oper- 
ation.   On  the  contrary,  at  the  time  of  its  adop- 
tion, (during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Fox,  who 
was  believed  to  be  as  friendly  disposed  towarda 
us,  aa  apy  man  who  ever  administered  the  affairs 
of  the  British  Cabinet,)  this  measure  was  spoken 
of  by  our  Minister  at  London  (Mr.  Monroe)  as  a. 
relaxation  favorable  to  neutral  coqiui.crc^*    It 
may  not  be  improper  to  refer  to  the  order  itself, 
as  communicated  by  Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Monroe,  on 
the  16th  of  May,  1806;  after  the  preamble  thia 
note  states  '^  that  the  King,  taking  into  consider- 
'  ation  the  new  and  extraordinary  means  resorted 
*  to  by  the  enemy  for  the  purpose  of  distressins 
'  the  commerce  of  hia  subjects,  has  thought  fit 
<  to  direct  that  necessary  measurea  shoold  be  taken 
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*  for  the  blockade  of  the  cotst,  rivers,  and  ports. 
'  from  the  river  Elbe  to  the  port  of  Brest,  both 

*  ioclusive;  and  the  said  coast,  rivers,  and  ports, 
'  are,  and  roust  be  considered,  as  blockaded.  But 
'  HisMajeafty  is  pleased  to  declare  thatsoch  block- 
'  ade  shall  not  extend  to  prevent  neutral  ships 
'  and  vessels,  laden  wiih  goods  not  being  the  prop- 
'  erty  of  His  Majesty's  enemies,  and  not  being 
'  contraband  of  war,  from  approaching  the  said 
'  coasts  and  entering  into  and  saiHng  from  the 
Vrivers  and  ports,  (save  and  except  the  coast, 
'  rivers,  and  ports,  from  Ostend  to  the  river  Seine, 

*  already  in  a  state  of  strrct  and  rigorous  bldck- 
'  ade,  and  which  are  to  be  considered  as  contin- 
'  ued,)  provided  the  said  ships  and  vessels  soap- 

*  proaching  and  entering  (except  as  aforesaid) 
'  shall  not  have  been  laden  at  any  port  belonging 

<  to,  or  in  possession  of^  His  Majesty's  enemies, 

*  and  that  the  said  ships  and  vesseh  so  sailing 

<  from  the  said  rivers  and  ports  (except  as  afore- 

*  said)  shall  not  be  destined  to  any  port  belonging 

*  to,  or  in  possession  of  His  Majesty's  enemies,  nor 

*  have  previously  broken  the  blockade."  This 
order,  then,  only  excludes  from  those  ports  ves- 

.  aels  having  enemies'  property  on  board  or  articles 
contraband  of  war ,  in  both  of  which  cases,  they 
are  liable  to  seizure  by  the  law  of  nations,  at 
least,  it  has  been  long  contended  for  on  the  part 
of  Britain ;  it  also  prevents  the  direct  carrying 
trade  from  one  port  to  another  of  an  enemy.  If 
this  latter  extension  is  not  recognised  by  the  law 
of  nations,  it  is  generally  the  subject  of  treaty, 
and  was  provided  for  bv  our  treaty  with  the 
British  Government,  and  the  late  convention 
formed  by  Mr.  Monroe  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment, but  which  was  rejected  principally  becaqse 
Great  Britain  required  us  not  to  submit  to  the 
Berlin  decree--a  requisition,  sir,  inflnildv  short 
of  what  we  are  now  to  comply  with,  at  the  dic- 
Ution  of  France— by  which  colonial  produce 
was  required  to  be  relanded  in  the  United  States 
before  it  would  be  admitted  into  the  ports  of  the 
Continent.  By  this  order,  6oiia^flfe  neutral  ves- 
'aels,  with  neutral  produce,  sailing  from  our  own 
country,  never  were  affected. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Eppbs) 
has  said  this  order  of  blockade  has  not  a  single 
feature  of  a  regular  blockade:  in  thir,  the  gen- 
tleman is  tolerably  correct,  and  when  he  denoun- 
ces, what  in  the  fashionable  cant  of  the  dav  are 
called  paper  blockades,  I  join  most  heartily  in 
the  execration.  It  is  true,  this  order  of  May, 
'  1806',  ha»  scarcely  a  feature  of  a  regular  blockade. 
It  was  not  avowed  at  the  time  to  be  even  a  con- 
structive blockade,  nor  was  the  right  contended 
for  of  blockading  without  an  actual  investing 
force.  It  does  not,  like  ordinary  blockades,  at- 
tempt a  complete  prohibition  to  all  trade  with 
those  ports,  but  only  to  the  particular  objecU and 
apeCiGed  cases  which  I  have  mentioned.  The 
previous  measures  of  France  are  declared  by 
Mr.  Fox  to  be  the  cauise  of  this  order.  What 
were  those  measures?  Thev  were  no  less,  as 
regards  ourselves,  than  a  violation  of  the  treaty 
which  had  been  solemnly  entered  into  between 
this  country  and  France ;  by  baraaaiog  our  tradc^ 


c 


seixiiig  and  confiscating  oor  vessels  in  parsoi^ 
the  commerce  guaranteed  to  us  by  ikat  tmtf] 
she  bad  usurped  authority  in  almost  every  ]J 
and  city  from  BIbe  to  Brest,  and  excladed  ■ 
introduction  of  British  products  and  mertM 
dise,  whether  belonging  tp  American  citizeul 
British  subjects. 

Now,  sir,  let  me  state  to  you  the  IaogQi»; 
our  Minister  f  Mr.  Monroe)  at  the  time  tbu  s 
der  was  issueu.  In  his  letter  of  the  17th  ofMn^ 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  speaking  of  tbeoris^ 
he  says,  ^  the  note  is  couched  in  terms  of « 

*  straint,  and  professes  to  extend  the  blochi 

<  further  than  it  has  heretofore  done,  nermhs 
'  less  ft  takes  it  from  many  ports  already  bioci 
'  aded,  indeed  all  east  of  Osteod  and  west  of  di 

<  9eine, except  in  articles  contraband  of  nvvi 

*  enemy's  •  property,  which  are  seizable  witb^ 

*  blockade ;  and  in  lik^  form  of  exceptioo.  r 

<  sidering  every  enemy  as  one  Power,  it  ids 
'  the  trade  of  neutrals  within  the  same  limb 
'  be  free,  in  the  productions  of  enemy's  colosu 
'  in  every  but  the  direct  route  between  the eoleq 

*  and  parent  country. 
^  It  cannot  be  doubted  but  the  note  was^nn 

'  by  the  Government  in  reference  to  tbeqanii.; 

*  an<f  if  intended  by  the  Cabinet  as  a  foaadma 
'  on  which  Mr.  Fox  Is  authorized  to formatrnr^ 

and  obtained  by  him  for  the  purpose,  it  ointbe, 

*  viewed  in  a  very  favorable  Ir^ht ;  itseeo$e!fl'< 
'  ly  to  put  an  end  to  further  seizures,  onibeph^ 

*  ciple  which  has  heretofore  been  in  cootesutioo/ 
This  view  of  the  subject,  which  surely  is  tfai^ 
one,  connected  with  the  silence  of  the  AdrntiO', 
tration  for  four  years,  must  pat  an  end  to  lU 
clamor  so  often  raised  against  this  order,  vb4 
has  been  the  alleged  cause  of  the  Berlis  decfft 
and  charge  against  Great  Britain,  of  hariDgbea 
the  first  aggressor  on  our  neatral  rights.  Sir. 
we  have  indeed  been  insulted,  injured,  sod  iM 
by  both  nations,  to  an  extent  which  would  jascff 
any  measures  in  our  power,  but  let  us  oot  p\\^^ 
the  crimes  of  one,  ana  magnify  those  of  tbe  oiber 
and  above  all  let  us  not  whip  ourselves  beciA 
thcjr  will  not  respect  us ;  let  us  not  beeomt  s 
dutxotic,  as  to  act  the  part  of  a  iamoas  iaip^ 
in  the  tales  of  chivalry,  who  tortured  himself  M* 
cause  his  mistress  would  not  be  kind. 

Mr.  Speaker,  as  the  arrangement  with  M: 
Erskine  has  been  often  mentioned,  and  mttciiit 
lied  on  by  the  advocates  of  this  bill,  itde^errfl 
some  further  notice.  That  arrangement  ▼»<'• 
first  act  of  the  present  Executive,  after  hta^ 
into  office;  it  was  presumed  to  have  bees  M 
and  properly  made— it  was  bailed  as  a  poli(i» 
jubilee  by  all  denominations  of  politiciaDs—p^^' 
ticularly  those  who  had  not  contributed  (oi!k 
elevation  of  the  present  Chief  Msgtstreie;  ^ 
thought  we  perceived  in  that  event  the  eridfo^ 
of  a  disposition  in  the  present  Ezecattve  ^irhie^ 
we  could  ndt  discover  in  his  predecessor)  to  rt- 
lieve  this  country  from  that  system  of  cooing 
eial  restriction,  that  self-destroying  policy,  wbiei 
had  made  us  poor  indeed ;  we  also  tboogbt  i'^ 
termination  was.  manifested  not  to  decline  lof 
adfuniageoQs accommodation  with  Great  Britii^ 
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ether  France  said  yea  or  nay.    Il  will  be  bat 

well  remembered  that  we  bad  been  groaning 
two  Years  uoder  the  pressure  of  non-importa- 
I,  embargo,  and  non-intercourse — your  trets- 

was  draioedy  your  citizens  uoable  to  pay 
ir  debts,  and  your  courts  of  justice  actually 
t  up.  at  least  so  far  in  many  States  {and 
3ng  the  rest  the  Slate  wbich  I  have  the  honor  in 
t  to  represent^  as  to  suspend  the  effect  of  exe- 
ions;  your  cities  and  seaports  were  inactiTe 
deserted,  gloom  and  dismay  marked  the  fea- 
»  of  the  nation,  and  hope  had  almost  bid  us 
well;  we  fancied  in  this  arrangement  the 
Qmerings  of  returning  sunshine,  peace,  and 
iperitv — with  honest  and  upright  hearts,  we 
e  willing  to  applaud  the  hand  that  gave  it, 
bout  questioninff  or  suspecting  the  manner  or 
lives  with  which  It  was  given.  The  delusion 
a  vanished ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  to  declare, 

I  then  known  what  I  now  know,  I  should 
e  not  offered  such  unqualified  applause. 
'he  arrangement  with  Mr.  ErsKine  differed 
n  the  present,  in  other  respects  than  those  point- 
out  in  the  preceding  part  of  m)[  remarks.  It 
ned  intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  but  did 
change  the  state  of  our  relations  with  France, 
mposing  any  additional  restrfcttons — we  were 
n  in  a  slate  of  non-intercourse  with  France, 

that  state  was  continued;  in  the  p.resent  case, 
do  not  preserve  the  same  state  of  relations 
h  Great  Britain,  but  impose  reetrictions  which 
not  exist  at  the  date  of  the  proclamation. 
?he  arrangement  with  Mr.  Brskine,  it  is  true, 

the  letter  of  the  Due  de  Cadore,  was  to  take 
et  infuturo^  but,  for  a  very  different  and  better 
ton,  It  required  the  sanction  of  his  Govern- 
It,  and  time  was  necessary  to  obtain  it— ^ot 
rith  this  deceitful  let ter-->it  was  written  at 
French  Court,  the  sign  manual  of  the  Emperor 
Id  have  been  affixed,  and  orders  for  the  cessa- 
i  of  the  Berlin  and  .Milan  decrees  could  and 
;ht  to  have  immediately  issued.  If  it  had 
Q  the  honest  and  fixed  intention  of  Bonaparte 
mt  an  end  to  the  operation  of  those  djBcrees, 
consequence  of  our  law  of  May  last — why 
[ht  he  not  to  have  done  so  on  the  5th  of  Au- 
t,  as  well  as  promise  to  do  so  on  the  first  of 
rember?  Our  law  was  then  before  him,  and 
knew  the  decUred  intention  of  this  Govern- 
DL  Will  it  be  said  here^  as  he  has  said,  ^  no 
ance  could  be  placed  in  the  Americans  ?'' 
ill  we  then  trust  him  who  refuses  to  trust  us? 
ir,  for  one,  will  notr  , 

it.  Speaker,  let  us  make  a  very  strange  and 
y  false  sqpposition,  that  the  Berlin  and  Mi^an 
tees  were  actually  repealed,  and  did  cease  to 
re  effect  on  the  first  of  November.  What 
^e  we  gained?  What  advantage  have  we 
ived  from  it?  And  have  we  not  been  offi- 
lly  informed  by  the  French  Minister  in  this 
ir  (General  Turreau)  in  his  letter  to  the  Sec- 
ary  of  State,  of  the  12th  December,  1810,  that 
'  most  valuable  productions,  particularly  of  the 
uibern  Slates,  are  at  this  moment  excluded 
ni  the  ports  of  France?  As  to  the  important 
leles,  cotton  and  tobaccO|  he  says :  "  their  im- 


*  portation  into  France  is  at  this  moment  eiipe- 

*  cially  prohibited). but  I  have  reasons  to  believe 
^  fand  I  pray  you  meanwhile  to  observe,  sir.  they 
'  do  not  rest  on  any  facts)  that  some  modifica- 
'  tions  will  be  given  to  this  absolute  exclusion. 

*  "these  modifications  will  not  depend  on  the 

*  chance  of  events,  but  will  be  the  result  of  other 
'  measures,  firm  and  pursued  with  perseverance, 
'  wbich  the  two  Governments  will  continue  to 
^  adopt  to  withdraw  from  the  monopoly  and  from 

*  the  vexations  of  the  common .  enemy  a  com*  . 
'  merce  loyal  and  necessary  to  France  as  well  as 

'  the  United  States."  In  this  letter  we  find  the 
touchstone,  the  true  clue  to  French  favor — war 
with  England.  Connected  with  this  letter  from 
Turreau,  is  a  decree  of  the  l5ih  July,  1810,  which, 
in  point  of  principle  and  arrogance,  is  not  sur- 
passed by  any  act  in  the  history  or  Bonaparte. 
By  this  decree  thirty  or  forty  American  vessels 
may  import  into  France  (under  license)  cotton, 
fish,  oil,  dye-wood,  salt-fish,  cod-fi»h|  and  peltry  ; 
they  must  export  wine,  brandy, silks,  linens,  cluths, 
jewellery,  household  rurniture,  and  other  manu* 
factured  articles;  they  can  qnly  depart  from  , 
Charleston  and  New  York,  under  the  oblifaiion 
of  bringing  with  them,  a  gazette  of  the  day  of 
their  departure,  also  a  certificate  of  the  origin  of 
the  merchandise,  given  by  the  French  Consul, 
containing  a  sentence  in  cypher.  The  French 
merchants  who  shall  cause  their  vessels  to  come^ 
must  prove  that  they  are  concerned  in  tlie  fabrics 
of  Paris,  Rouen,  and  other  towns.  Here  is  an 
ariempt  to  extend  French  influence  by  bribing  a 
select  class  of  our  merchants;  granting  favors  to 
favorites.  It  U  an  attempt  to  make  commercial 
regulations  id  our  own  ports,  and  to  violate  our 
Constitution,  by  giving  a  preference  to  the  ports 
of  Charleston  and  New  York,  over  all  the  rest  in 
the  United  States,  which  is  specially  denied  by 
the  Constitution.  In  addition  to  all  this,  we 
have  a  list  of  duties  established  at  the  French 
custom-house  on  the  5th  August  (the  very  day 
on  which  twentv  or  thirty  American  vessels  and 
cargoes  were  sold  and  the  proceeds  given  over  to 
Bonaparte — the  very  memorable  5ih  Aogu«t,  the 
birfhdav  of  the  celebrated  letter  of  the  Due  de 
Cadore)  subjecting  long  staple  cotton  to  a  tariff 
of  eighty  cents  per  pound,  short  staple  sixty 
cents,  and  tobacco  forty  cents  per  pound.  By 
another  decree  of  the  12th  September,  1810,  pot- 
ash is  taxed  at  one  dollar  twenty-five  cents,  cod- 
fish two  dollars,  rice  four  dollars  per  hundred — 
thus  are  we  loved,  favored,  and  taxed. 

There  can  be  no  importation  of  American  pro- 
ductions into  France  but  on  terms  utterly  inad- 
missible. The  act  of  May  last,  in  the  language 
of  the  Secretary  o(  State^  had  for  its  object  not 
merely  the  recognition  of  a  '^ speculative,  legiti- 
mate principle,  but  the  enjovment  of  a  subi»tan- 
lial  benefit.  The  overture  then  presented  obvi- 
ously embraced  the  idea  of  commercial  advantage, 
it  included  the  reasonable  belief,  that  an  abroga- 
tion of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  would  leave 
the  ports  of  France  as  free  for  the  introduction  of 
the  produce  of  the  United  States,  as  they  were 
previously  to  the  promulgation  of  the  decrees. 
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If.  theo,  for  the  refoked  decree?,  municipal  laws, 
producing  the  same  efiect  have  be^n  substitated, 
the  mode  only  aod  not  the  measure  has  under- 

gone  an  alteration.  If  France,  by  her  own  acts, 
as  blocked  up  her  ports  against  the  introduction 
of  the  products  of  the  United  States,  what  motive 
has  the  Government  in  a  discussion  witb  a  third 
Power  to  insist  on  the  privilege  of  going  to 
France?  Whence  the  inducement  tp  urge  the 
annulment  of  a  blockade  of  France,  when,  if 
annulled,  no  American  cargoes  would  obtain  a 
market  in  any  of  her  ports  T  In  such  a  state  of 
things,  a  blockade  of  the  coast  of  France  would 
be  to  the  United  States  as  unimportant  as  would 
the  blockade  of  the  Caspian  sea.  This  is  the 
language  of  truth  and  common  sense^  language 
.  which  I  did  not  very  much  expect  to  hear  from 
the  Secretary  at  this  time;  because  it  exposes  the 
proclamation  of  the  President,  and  condemns  the 
present  bill.  But  truth,  like  murder^  will  out, 
and  it  ought  to  strike  dumb  the  advocates  of  this 
billy  and  open  their  eyes  to  a  different  policy. 
But,  sir,  going  on  to  the  supposition  that  the 
French  decrees  are  actually  repealed,  and  cease 
to  have  effect,  pursuing  the  principle  about  to  be 
established  of  taking  words  for  deeds,  and  form 
for  substance,  what  is  to  become  of  the  promise 
of  Lord  Wellesley  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  of  the  31st  of 
August,  1810 — when  he  states  that  he  is  com- 
manded bv  His  Majesty  to  repeat  the  declaration 
made  to  this  Government  in  February,  1808,  of 
His  Mi^esty's  desire  to  see  the  cornmerce  of  the 
world  restored  to  that  freedom  which  is  neces- 
sary lor  its  prosperity,  and  his  readiness  to  aban- 
don the  system  which  bad  been  forced  upon  him, 
whenever  the  enemy  should  retract  the  princi- 
ples which  had  rendered  it  necessary;  and  to 
assure  us  that  whenever  the  repeal  of  the  French 
•decrees  shall  have  actually  taken  efiect,  and  the 
commerce  of  the  neutral  nations  shall  have  been 
restored  to  the  condition  in  which  it  stood  previ- 
ously to  the  promulgation  of  those  decrees,  he 
will  feel  the  highest  satisfaction  in  relinquishing 
a  svbtem  which  the  conduct  of  the  enemy  com- 
pelled him  to  adopt.  Here  is  a  promise^  equally 
aolemn,  (and  as  there  is  at  least  as  much  virtue 
in  the  British  Government  as  there  is  in  that  of 
France)  as  much  to  be  relied  on  as  that  of  the 
Due  de  Cadore,  and  as  certainly  as  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  were  revoked,  and  would  cease 
to  have  efiect  on  the  first  of  November,  so  certainly 
have  we  the  same  assurance  that  the  orders  of 
Great  Britain  would  be  rescinded.  Shall  we  then 
believe  the  one  and  not  the  other?  Shall  we 
frown  and  look  big  at  England,  while,  with 
timid  and  abject  submission^  we  crouch  at  the 
feet  of  France,  and  quietly  rivet  the  chains  pre- 
i^red  for  us  7  Mr.  Speaker,  the  goddess  of  justice 
has  been  described  as  being  blind,  with  sword  in 
one  hand,  and  the  scale  and  balance  in  the  other, 
but  if  she  is  invoked  in  this  measure,  she  comes 
blind  indeed,  with  a  sword  in  one  hand,  but  no 
balance  in  the  other;  in  one  hand  is  the  emblem 
of  war,  in  the  other  the  badge  of  slavery. 

Sir,  are  we  apprized  of  the  efiect  which  the 
present  measures  may  have  on  the  property  x>f 


our  citizens,  at  this  moment  in  the  power  of  Grett 
Britain,  in  ner  ports  and  those  of  her  allies.  Sptia 
and  Portugal?  Have  we  forgotten  the  Preseb 
principle  of  reprisals,  and  the  sort  of  recogQiuo: 
they  have  received  by  tire  letter  of  the  Secrefirr 
of  State  to  General  Armstrong,  of  the  5th  oTN.v 
vember,  1810,  in  which  he  was  authorized  totim 
into  a  conventional  arrangement  with  theFrfcti 
Government,  requiring  the  sanction  of  the  S^ 
ate  for  the  restoration  of  French  property  seizis 
under  our  non-intercourse  |aw,  as  a  eoodiiioQ  fi!f 
the  restoration  of  American  property  coadea^Bei 
and  sequestered  under  the  Rambouillet  decree  i 
March,  1810?  It  is  true  we  shoaid  have  Izt 
nothing  by  such  a  conveOtion,  because  no  Frcod 
property  had  been  seized  by  us  under  that  liv 
and  the  forfeitures  under  the  non  intercourse  li? 
contemplated  violations  by  our  own  citizfs 
rather  than  French  violations;  but,  sir,  the  pri- 
ciple  is  important,  and  unless  we  have  morert 
liaiice  on  the  justice  and  forbearance  of  Eoghk 
thao  gentlemen  declare  they  have,  onght  we  m 
to  be  apprehensive  that  she  will  avail  ber^eL'^c-! 
this  principle :  follow  the  example  of  France,  L 
her  coffbrs  with  our  trea;:ore,  and  trust  to  oeg?- 
tiation  for  forgiveness?  This,  sir,  to  my  mtsda 
an  important  consideration,  and  well  deserresi^f 
attention  of  gentlemen. 

If  war  with  England  must  happen,  let  it  be 
done  openly  and  for  ourselves;  let  as  ootcos- 
mence  the  attack  by  practising  on  our  owa  citi- 
zens; and  let  it  not  be  said  we  have  beeoc^o^ht 
in  the  snares  of  Banaparte.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do 
not  oppose  this  bill  because  it  professes  to  gire 
some  relief  to  those  merchants  whose  re>sels 
sailed  before  the  date  of  the  proclamaiioD,a&^ 
which  may  have  departed  from  a  British  pert 
prior  to  the  2d  of  February,  1811,  but.  sir,  becatf^ 
I  wish  to  rid  the  country  of  this  whole  coosos?^ 
tive  system}  and,  if  that  cannot  be  done,  Iwili 
not  aid  in  propping  up  the  President's  proclasu- 
tion,  by  taKtne  from  the  judiciary  of  the  coaotir 
the  power  of  deciding  on  its  validity,  wbiea  b 
one  of  the  avowed  objects  of  this  bill.  1  ^^ 
rather  trnst  to  the  opinion  of  the  judges  for  eawf 
relief  to  our  citizens,  from  the  operation  of  t» 
law  of  May,  1810,  than  grant  the  partial  exemp- 
tion contemplated  by  this  bill.  The  faooonN^ 
gentleman  (Mr.  Sppbs)  who  reported  this  bill 
declares  that  its  great  object  is  to  prevent  qoe^ 
tioos  arisine  in  the  conrta,  on  the  constractioD  of 
the  law  of  May,  1810,  and  tlie  effect  of  the  Pr»* 
dent's  proclamation.  This,  to  my  understandioi, 
is  legislating  retrospectively ;  it  is  ex*  poitfacis; 
and,  like  the  Rambouillet  decree,  is  not  only  pro- 
spective, but  retroactive.  It  takes  from  oar  citi- 
zens the  right  of  appealing  to  the  courts  of  josiic? 
for  justice,  and  makes  the  fiat  of  the  Execaiire 
the  supreme  law — a  doctrine  subversi re  ofib^ 
first  principles  of  republicanism,  and  strange  lo 
be  advocated  by  gentlemen  who  came  into  pover 
under  the  name  of  Republicans. 

It  is  in  vain,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  seek  for  the  josti* 
ficatidn  of  this  measure  mm  anything  Fraoce 
has  done,  or  from  the  indications  which  she  bis 
given  of  her  fixed  course  of  policy.    Her  greit 


85 


HISTOBT  OF  C0N0BEB8. 


10815 


IRUART.  1811. 


Commerdtti  Inieroomr$e* 


H.  OP  R. 


acr 


pct  is  (he  destriDction  of  the  eonimerce  of  the 
rid ;  aad  she  wishes  to  make  ua  tribatary  to 
t  end,  and,  if  possible,  to  embroil  as  in  a  war 
h  England. 

rbe  disposition  of  Bonaparte  towards  us  rests 
atone  on  his  acts  of  agrgres>ion,  rapine,  and 
nder;  the  ioaprisonment  of  our  cittzeti^,  the 
'ning  and  sequestration  of  our  property.  He  has 
ipeil  upon  this  de?oted  country  all  the  epithets 
Itch  malice  coald  suggest  or  tyranny  dictate; 
has  exhausted  the  cup  of  bitternesSj  and  made 
drink  the  dregs  of  nomiliation;  he  has  de- 
red  his  decrees  should  suffer  no  change,  and 
It  the  Americans  should  take  the  positive  cha- 
!(er  of  allies  or  enemies.  As  long  ago  as  the 
h  of  January}  1808,  he  issued  a  declaration  of 
r  for  us  against  Great  Britain ;  an  uncondi- 
nal  surrender  of  Tour  rights  is  demanded,  or 
obedience  to  his  oictates.  And  are  we  not  in 
i  act  of  yielding  obedience?  Sir,  the  nation, 
lich  pretends  to  dictate  laws  to  another,  offers 
alas.  With  more  than  ohristia'n  charity  do  we 
}m  to  forget  and  forgive  the  indignities  offered 
our  national  character;  and.  the  unkind,  the 
rerest  cut  of  all  to  the  preteot  Administration* 
Qtained  in  the  -letter  of  the  Duo  de  Cadore  to 
?neral  Armstrong,  of  the  17th  of  February, 
10;  in  which  we  are  told  that 'bis  Majesty  could 
ace 00  reliance  on  theproceedingsof  the  United 
tates.  We  are  advised  to  tear  tu  pieces  the  act 
our  independence;  declared  to  be  more  abject 
an  the  slaves  of  Jamaica;  that  we  are  nien 
ithont  honOr,  energy,  or  just  political  views; 
at  we  will  be  obliged  to  fight  for  interest,  after 
iving  refused  to  fight  for  honor.  Our  present 
lers  are  there  contrasted  with  the  brave  and 
tnerous  heroes  of  our  Revolution,  and  they  are 
iciared  to  be  fit  for  the  yoke  which  had  been 
rown  off ,  by  their  ancestors.  This  letter  had, 
arcely  reached  our  shores,  the  ink  was  scarcely 
7.  it  was  fresh  in  our  memories,  when  the  let- 
r  uf  the  5th  of  Aueost  was  received ;  which, 
Ice  a  Lethean  draugbc,  threw  the  shade  of  ob- 
rioB  over  otur  insulcs  and  our  wrontfs ;  we  aipped 
le  poison  as  it  fell,  and  I  fear  it  is  fast  spreading 
iroogh  the  body  pNolitic. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  turn  with  disgust  from  those 
)llated  pages  before  me-^-this  history  of  our 
tongs,  tbia  tyrant's  lore— would  to  God  they 
>uld  be  blotted  from  oik  memories;  or.  if  re* 
icrabered,  let  it  be  with  abhorreace  «od  dete»- 
Ltion. 

I  deprecate  the  eonrse  of  poliey,  if  policy  it 
kay  be  termed,  which  is  now  about  to  be  forced 
pon  us.  I  protest  against  it  as  a  measure  inju* 
oos  to  ourselvea;  weak,  tenaporisiog,  and  par* 
al  in  its  operation  on  ioreijp^n  nations ;  unaO* 
^orized  by  the  actual  state  orthings;and  oalcu- 
kted  to  hasten  the  period  of  our -union  with  the 
esiiotes  of  France. 

Sir,  unless  we  torn  from  this  wayward  course, 
lis  higlrway  to  ruin,  the  time  cannot  be  very 
istant  when  your  deserted  ports,  your  uninh ab- 
ed cities,  your  oppressed  people,  and  even  your 
resides  and  your  altars  will  only  exhibit  the 
td  signs  of  what  t|iey  were.    And  1  fear,  air,  the 


period  is  fast  approaching  when  it  will  not  again 
be  said,  *Mhat  we  are  a  people  with  whom  the 
'  fiercespirit  of  liberty  is  stronger  than  among  any 
*  other  people  on  earth;  whose  institutions  in- 
'spire  them  with  lofty -sentiments;  who  do  not 
'  judge  of  an  ill  principle  only  by  an  actual  griey- 
'  ance;  but  who  anticipate  the  evil,  and  judge  of 
'  the  pressure  of  the  grievance  by  the  badness  of 
'  the  principle;  who  snuff  the  approach  of  tyran- 
'  nj  in  every  tainted  breeze." 

When  Mr.  P.  had  concluded,  the  House  ad- 
journed to  six  o'clock  this  ereoing. 

FfiBBDABY  27 — iSup  6*clockj  P,  M, 

The  House  was  called  >  to  order,  and  resumed 
the  unfinished  business. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  RaNoolph,  to  post- 
pone the  subject  to  Friday  next,  and  lost — ayes 
36  noes  36. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  R.,to  post- 
pone it  uhtii  to-morrow. 

On  this  motion  a  debate,  which  from  its  nature 
causetl  irritation,  took  place,  in  which  Messrs* 
RAftnoLPB  and  fSrpfis  were  the  principal  speak- 
ers. 

Mush  warmth  was  excited,  and  frequent  calls 
to  order  made. 

The  question  oti  postponement,  till  to-morrow, 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays.  For  postpone* 
ment,  44 ;  against  it,  74 — as  follows  : 

YaAs---Joseph  Allen,  Psniel  Blandell,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  John  V,  Chamberlain,  William  CbamberKn, 
Epaphroditos  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  William 
Blvi  James  Emott,  Barent  Gardenier,  Edwin  Gray, 
William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister, 
Ebsnezer  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  J«ewis,  jun., 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Matthew.  Lyon,  Vincent 
Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  Milnor,  Jona- 
than O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickraan, . 
jun.«  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josioh 
Quincy.John  Randolph,  Daniel  8hefi!ey,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, iohn  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Ijewis  B.  Stur- 
ges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Von  Horn, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Lobon  Wheaton,  and  Exe- 
kiel  Whitman. 

N^Ts-^Lomy^l  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  £xekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William 
T.  Barry,  Bnrwell  Bossett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Wilfiam  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Ciav,  John  Clop- 
ton,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Richard 
Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes, 
William  Pindley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barzilloi  Gan- 
nett, Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Gbolson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Jacob  Hufly,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas 
Kenon,  William  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, Samuel  McKee,  WHIiam  McKinley,  Pleasant  M. 
Miller,  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  John  Montgomery,  Nich- 
olas R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Gurdon  S«  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  New- 
ton, John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rca  of  Pena- 
sylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roone,  Eraatus  Root,  John 
Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scud- 
der,  Ebenezer  Seavor,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
Dennis    Smelt,.  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John 
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Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  John  TiiomiMOOy  Uri  Tracy • 
George  M.  Troap,  Charles  Torner,  junior,  Robert 
Weakley,  Robert  WhitehilU  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Mr.  Pitkin  spoke  more  than  ao  hour  agaiust 
the  bill  generally,  and  in  support  of  the  particu- 
lar proposition  which  he  was  about  to  make.  He 
contended  that  the  Emperor  of  Fraoee  had  not 
fulfilled  his  engagement  to  the  United  Stales,  io- 
9smuch  as  the  decrees,  if  revoked,  which  he  de- 
nied, had  not  been  revoked  on  the  day  on  which 
be  had  engaged  to  revoke  them.  He  quoted  the 
history  of  the  connexion  of  Spain  with  France 
as  evidence  of  the  perfidy  of  Bonaparte,  from 
whom  he  said  no  complianct  with  bis  promises 
could  be  expected)  dbc.  In  supporting  his  amend* 
ment,  Mr.  P.  contended  for  its  beneficial  effects 
to  our  merchants;  end  it  would  not.  be  said,  be 
more  a  breach  of  our  contract  with  France  than 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  now  before  the  House. 
The  one  was,  in  fact^  as  much  a  departure  from 
the  engagement  with  France  as  the  other.  The 
folluwing  was  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Pitkin  : 

Pretfided,  abOf  That  nothing  in  this  act,  or  the  act 
to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  shall  be  construed  to 
a/lect  any  vessels  owned  wholly  by  a  eitiien  or  dtisens 
of  the  United  States,  or  the  cargoes  of  any  such  ves- 
sels which  shall  have  cleared  out  from  any  port  in  the 

West  Indies  within days  after  the  3d  of  February, 

1811. 

The  following  were  tbe  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
inotion : 

Ykas — Joseph  Allen,  Daniel  Blalsdell,  James  Breek* 
enridge,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Gharaberlin, 
Epaphiodttus  Champion,  James  Cochran,  John  Dav- 
enport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Barent  Garde- 
nier,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Odd,  William 
Hale,  Nathaniel' A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Ebeneyer 
Huntington,  Robert  Jenkins,  William  Kennedy,  Her- 
man Knickorbacker,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Samuel  Mc- 
Kee,  William  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Mitcbill,  Jonathan 
O.  Moaeleyi  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  John  A.  Scudder, 
Daniel  Shefley,  Dennis  Smelt,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Thompson,  Ar- 
chibald Van  Horn,  Laban  Wheaton,  Exekiel  Whitman, 
arid  James  Wilson — 48. 

Nays— Lemuel  J.  AUton,  Willis  Alston,  jr^  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William 
T.  Barry,  Burwell  Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
Langdoa  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  William  Crawford, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Bppes,  William 
Findley,  BarziUai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  HDlIand,  Jacob 
Httfty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle, 
William  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Montgo- 
mery, Nicholas  R.  Moore,^  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Tho- 
mas Newton,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvsnia,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias 
Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Erastus 
Root,  John  Rosa,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebeneaer  Seaver, 
Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior. 


Robert  WhitehiU,  Roheit  Withenpoe^  sad  Bobsi 
Wright— 58. 

Mr.  Prri^iN  again  moved  to  amend  the  seetiofl, 
by  inserting  after  the  provision  ezcepiiog  frca 
the  operation  of  the  section,  vessels  which  sailed 
for  ports  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  prior  ii 
the  lOih  day  of  Novemper,  1610,  the  wordi '« 
any  ports  in  the  West  Indies."  He  said  his  objec 
was  to  place  the  traders  in  oar  produce  to  ib  | 
West  Indies  on  the  same  footing  with  the  gim 
Bast  India  merchants. 

For  the  amendment,  49 ;  against  it,  55-is 
follows:  I 

YaAs^Eaektel  Bacon,  Daniel  BhisdeU,  Jiw| 
Breckenridge,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Cbu- 
berlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Jamea  Cochran,  Jmi  ' 
Davenport,  junior,  William  Ely,  Jamea  Emott,  Birqi 
Gardenier,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomai  R.  Goii 
William  Hale,  NatlianieT  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Hetiu:, 
Ebeneser  Huntington,  Robert  Jenkins,  William  Ka- 
nedy,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nithi- 
niel  Macon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  Mcfirrde, 
Samuel  McKee,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  0.  Mos* 
ley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Tonothy  Pitkin,  junior,  ElisbK 
P4>tter,  Josiah  Qnincy*  John  'Randolph,  John  Rw. 
John  A.  Sendder,  Daniel  Hhefiey,  Deank  Smelt,  Ga. 
Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  Richard  Stanlbrd,  LeviB. 
Sturges^  Jacob  Swoope,  Samael  Taggart,  Besjiaa 
TaUmadge,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Ardubild  Vtn 
Horn,  Laban  Wheaton,  Eaekiel  Whitman,  and  Jus 
Wason. 

Nays— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jai,  ^i^ 
Ham  Anderson,  David  Bard,  WUliam  T.  Bany,  Bar- 
well  Bassett,. Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  W21ita 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Laogdon  Cheves,  Kiulbcv 
Clay,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Davm. 
Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,'  WUliam  Findie;,  X^ 
ahack  Franklin,  Barsillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Ctnioer. 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Jamee  HoUatii, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  lohnaon,  John  Lore,  Aim 
Lyle,  WiHiam  MciQnley,  Pleaaant  M.  Miller,  Sam«l 
L.  Mitcbill,  John  Montgomeir,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Gurdon  S.  Momlbrd,  Thomis  New- 
bold, Thomas  Newto^,  Peter  B.  Porter,  JohnReiJf 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneasee,  MatthiuRx^ 
aids,  Samnel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Erastos  Root 
Ebeaeaer  Sage,  Thomas  SamoMina,  Ebeneaer  8mw. 
Samuel  Shaw,  John  Shiilie,  ioha  Smith,  George  M- 
Troup,  Charles  Tamer,  Jnnloc,  Robert  Whitehill,S0^ 
ert  Witbenpoon*  and  Robert  Wright. 

Mr.  Lyon  said  there  was  no  ose  in  sitting  hw 
when  gentiemeo  woald  not  answer  argomeBti 
that  were  advanced;  and,  when  the  only  efeecof 
his  staying  here  was  to  keep  a  quornm  to  voieot 
the  bill,  he  woald  not  btmaelf  consent  to  rfmiii 
longer.  He  moved  'an  adjournment.  Lost' 
ayes  24. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Stokobs,  to 
add  to  the  proviso,  in  favor  of  fiam  India  trtdeti, 
the  following: 

.  •*  And,  abO,  that  where  any  veassl  beteaginr  t*  i 
citiien  or  citiaeas  of  the  United  States,  shsU  have  o" 
rived  after  the  second  day  of  Pebraaiy,  1811,  it  tsf 
port  of  the  United  States  ftoa  any  British  Wettlnda 

Krt,  and  said  veadel  shall  have  been,  or  shall  be  Mt» 
,  virtue  of  this  act,  or  the  act  to  which  this  it  afof* 
plement,  the  owner  or  owners  may  i^iply  to  the  ^ 
irict  judge  of  tbe  district  where  auch  ssinrs  ie  9^ 
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gi?ing  KMonabJe  notaoe  to  the  penoa  or  perioiM 
naking  such  seixares.)  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the 
itisfaction  of  aaid  jadge,by  atatement  or  account  ciir- 
ent,  on  oath  or  affirmation^  or  such  other  proof  as  the 
atore  of  the  ease  wilt  admit,  that  said  Tessel  h^d,  at 
le  tims  of  her  anri^al,  no  other  prod  acta  or  property 
om  any  British  West  fndia  port  than  what  arose  from 
roperty  actually  exported  firom  the  United  Statea  pre- 
Ions  to  the  prodamatton  of  the  Praaideni  of  the  Uni- 
id  Sutes  of  the  Sd-  of  November,  18I0»  in  that  caae 
le  said  district  judge  shall  oartify  the  tket  to  the  proper 
Seer  having  the  eiutody  ef  each  vaaaet  or  property, 
'hose  du^  it  shall  be  therenpoa  to  r6l»»aaa  and  raitora 
IS  same  to  the  owner  or  owners  Iheteof^" 

For  the  modoo,  39 ;  against  it,  66— as  follows 

TxAs — ^Daniel  Blsnadell,  James  Broekenridge,  John 
!.  Chamberlain,  WiHiam  Chamberltn,  Epaphroditiis 
hampion,  John  Davenport,  Jan.,  William  £Iy,  James 
mott,  Charles  GoUsborongh,  Thomas  R.  QoM,  Wil* 
un  Uale,  Nathaniel  A«  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonap 
■n  H,  Hubbard,  Ebensaar  Huntington,  Richard 
ickson,  Jan.,  Robert  Jenkins,  William  Kennedy, 
atbaoiel  Mafioo,  Arehibald  McBryde,  dannel  Mo- 
se,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph 
earson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jao.«  Elisha  R*  Potter, 
wish  Qulncy,  Daniel  Sheffey^  Dennis  Smelt,  Richard 
tanford,  John  Stanley,  Lewis  B.  Storges^  Jacob 
voope,  SiLmael  Taggart»  Benjamin  Tatlmadge, 
rchibald  Van  Horn,  Laban  Wheaton,  Eaekiel  Whit^ 
an,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nays — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  WU- 
tm  Andonon,  David  Bard,  William  T.  Barry,  Bur- 
bII  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb.  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
rown,  William  A.  BurweU,  William  Butler,  Joseph 
ilhoan,  Langdon  Oheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
)chran,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Oatts,  John 
iwson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  WiHiam 
odley,  Meshaek  Franklin,  Barxtllai  Ghinhett,  CKdeon 
irdner,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyo,  James 
illand,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas 
man,  John  Love,  Aaron'  Lyle,  William  McKinley, 
feasant  M.  Miller,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholaa  VL 
oore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Qardon  8. 
amford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John 
wter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
hn  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards^  Samuel 
nggold,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Bhenexer  Sage, 
iomas  Sammohs,  John  A.  Scadder,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
tmael  Shaw,-  John  SmiKe,  George  Smith,  John 
aith,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
M>rge  M.  Troop,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Robert 
^cakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  Robert  Witheispoon,  and 
Aert  Wright, 

Mr.  Potter  said  he  ^resamed  no  gentleman 
ished  to  enforce  the  non-iotercourse  in  case 
ranee  should  not  have  revoked  her  decrees. 
Oder  this  idea  he  moved  to  insert,  after  the 
Buse  declaring  the  non-importatioa  in  force  as 

Great  Britain,  the  following  amendment: 

"In  case  France  has  so  revoked  or  modified  her 


crees  aa  that  thev  have  ceased  to  violate  the  nentral 
mmerce  of  the  Lnited  Statea.** 


Mr.  Eppes  remarked  thai  this  amendment 
ould  go  to  redace  things  to  that  state  which 
is  law  was  intended  to  guard  against,  viz :  it 
ouid  place  the  decbion  on  the  eiistence  of  the 
m-ioiercoofae  at  the  discretion  of  the  courts. 

«  remarked  also,  that  it  was  not  proposed  oal  jeeted.    Motion  lost — 60  to  40« 
lUhCoN.  Sd  Seas.— 35 


either  side  of  the  House,  a fler  the  arrangement, 
in  April,  180d,  with  Great  Britain,  to  re-enact 
the  non- intercourse  with  her,  conditioned  that 
she  should  not  fulfil  her  eogagemenx.  Why  was 
it  now  thought  necessary  in  this  case? 

Mr.  WBEA.T0N  rose,  and  on  this  motion  went 
at  large  into  the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  of  the 
course  of  Admiaistration  for  years  past.  The 
bill  was  unnecessary;  he  could  see  no  use  for  it, 
unless  to  favor  the  views  of  the  great  Napoleon, 
to  the  depression  of  Great  Britain.  He  went 
into  a  tri(io  of  reasoning  to  support  the  opinions 
he  advanced,  and  to  show  that  for  the  last  ten 
years  everything  had  gone  wrong,  and  that  this 
^ill  was  a  part  of  the  same  pernicious  system. 

The  question  on  Mr.  roTTfa's  amendment 
was  decided  by  yeas  aud  nays,  as  follows: 

Ybjls— Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel  Blaiadell,  Jamse 
Breckenridge,  William  A.  BurweU,  John  Campbell^ 
William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditua  Champion,  John 
Davenport,  jnn.,  William  Hale*  Bbeneser  Huoiiqg- 
ton,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkina,  William 
Kennedy,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, Archibald  McBryde,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan 
0.  Moeeley,  Benjamin  Piekman,  iua.,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jttn.r  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qumcy,  John  Randolph, 
Daniel  Shefl^,  John  Stanley,  Jamea  Stephenson, 
Lewis  B.  Stttrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall- 
raadge>,  John  Thompson,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Arehi«> 
bald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban 
Wheaton,  and  Eaekiel  Whitman— 86. 

Nats  — Lemuel  J.  Alaton,  Willia  Alston,  jun., 
William  Anderson,  David  Bazd,  William  T.  Bany, 
BurweU  Baasett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd, 
-Robert  Brown,.  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun^ 
Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  Jamea  Cochran, 
William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  John 
W.  E|>pes,  William  Findley,  Meshaek  Franklin, 
BaRillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Peterson  GoodWyn,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hnfly, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Keuan,  John  Love, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  William  McKinley, 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Samuel  L.  Mltchitl,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Nicholaa  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Gurdoa  S.  Mumford,  Thomaa  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mat- 
thias Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Erastns 
Root,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  John  A. 
Scudder,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles 
Turner,  jnn.,  Robert  Weakl^, .  Robert  WhHebill, 
Robert  Witherspoon,  and  Robert  Wright— 41fi. 

Mr.  MoMFORO  moved  to  make  a  verbal  amend- 
ment in  the  proviso  for  excepting  from  seizure 
vessels  sailing  for  a  port  beyond,  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  previous  to  the  10th  of  December. 

Mr.  Pitkin  made  a  motion  to  strike  out  the 
whole  proviso.  He  was  unwilling  that  such  a 
distinction  should  be  made  In  favor  of  a  particu- 
lar class  of  merchants.  He  would  place  all  mer- 
chants on  the  same  fooling. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  moved  to  recommit  the  section 
under  consideration  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
the  proviso  just  offered  by  Mr.  Pitkin  and  re- 
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Messrs.  Pickmar,  Gardsnibr,  and  Eppes,  op* 
posed  Mr.  Pitkin's  motion. 

Messrs.  Stanley  tnd  Potter  spoke  in  favor 
of  it. 

The  motion  was  negatived— 43  to  33. 

Mr.  Mdmpord*8  motion  for  a. verbal  amend- 
ment was  tlien  carried. 

About  half  past  one  o'clock,  the  question  was 
taken  on  concurring  whh  the  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  in  the  agreement  to  tbe  second  section  of 
Mr.  Eppbb's  amendment,  and  carried. 

Mr.  Lyon  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the 
last  section  under  consideration  as  designates  hj 
numbers  the  sections  of  the  non  intercourse  hw 
to  be  revived,  and  in  place- thereof  to  insert  the 
sections  themselves  at  large.  He  said  that  it 
would  be  insulting  the  people  of  the  United 
States  to  pass  the  bill  as  it  now  stood,  as  they 
would  not  be  able  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of 
(he  law. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for,  and 
the  question  on  striking  out  the  words  proposed 
to  be  erased  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
lost — yeas  13,  nays  67,  as  follows : 

YsAS — James  Bmott,  Barent  Gardenier^  Thomas  B. 
Gold,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Matthew  Lyoo,  Archibald 
McBryde,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Blisha  R.  Potter,  John 
Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope,  BeDJamiB  Tallmadge,  Archi- 
bald Van  Uom,  and  £zekiel  Whitman. 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston.  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  David  Bard,  William  T.  Barry,  Bar- 
wtll  Bassett.WilliamW.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
Brown,  William  A.  BurweU,  William  Butler,  Joseph 
Calhoun,  Langdon  Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  Wm.  Find< 
ley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Banillai  Gannett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  PeterM>n  Goodwyn*  Jsmes 
Holland,  Jacob  Httfty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William 
Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Samuel  McKee,  William  McKlnley,  Pleasant  M*  Mil- 
ler, Samuel  L.^  MitchiU,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas 
B«,  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon 
8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John 
Porter,  Peter  B.  Portar,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel 
Ringgold,  John  Rosne,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
John  A.  Scudder,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert, 
Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun., 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert  WhitebiU,  and  Robert  With- 
oiapoon. 

It  wax  now  half  past  two  o'clock  in  the  mora- 
ioff. 

Mr.  LvoN  then  called  for  the  reading  of  all 
the  sections  which  were  enumerated  in  the  sec- 
tion under  consideration. 

The  reading  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  W.  Al- 
ston, on  tbe  §[rouod  that  it  was  only  intended  to 
consume  the  time  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  stated  by  the  Spsaker,  whe- 
ther these  sections  should  be  read. 

Mr.  GABnENiBR  was  speakings  rather  diffusely 
on  this  question,  when  the  previous  question  was 
enforced. 

Mr.  Gholson  called  for  the  previous  question 
on  the  motion  for  reading  these  sections* 

The  prerioas  queetion  was  then  taken  accord- 


ing to  the  rules  of  the  House,  as  follows:  *-Slull 
the  main  question  be  now  pat?"  and  carrieflii 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Garden  I ER  then  began  to  debate  the  mtii 
quesition  on  reading  the  ducamevt. 

Mr.  Gb OLSON  objected  to  debate  in  this  ttt|e 
of  the  busioesa  aa  out  of  order,  the  Houte  htf  iB« 
determined  th«  previous  question  in  theaffiriai* 
tive,  and  thereby  precluded  debate. 

The  8t»EAKBR  decided  that,  according  to  tke 
late  practice  of  the  House,  it  was  in  order  to  ^ 
bate  the  main  qvektion  after  the  previous  qsn* 
tion  had  been  taken.  He  said  that  this  practice 
had  been  established  by  the  House  b]f  a  Akwm 
two  years  ago,  in  qppo>itton  toanopinioo  vbia 
be  himself  had  always  eocertaloed,  and  had  tfacB 
declared.  His  decision  on  that  occasion  wtsre> 
versed,  and  he  felt  himself  bound  by  that  exprei- 
sioa  of  the  aense  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Gbolaon  appealed  from  the  deciiioaof 
the  Speaker. 

A  debate  eoromenced  on  this  appeal  fron  tbe 
Speaker's  decision.  Mr.  P.  B.  Portrb  madfi 
question  of  order  whether  the  appeal  coold  be 
debated.  The  Speaker  decided  that  sochiw 
the  practice  of  the  House. 

Prom  this  decision,  also,  an  appeal  was  muk 
by  Mr.  P.  B.  Porter,  and  the  decision  rerers«d 
by  a  vote — yeas  13,  nays  06,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Abijab  Bigelow,  Barent  Gaid«nier,  HHAid 
JackooOt  junior,  Matthew  Lyon,  I^afhaniol  Him, 
Archibald  McBryde,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  4ohn  il  Sad- 
der, Richard  Stanford,  Jacob  Swoope,  AicfaibaUVui 
Horn,  Iisban  Wheaton,  and  Ezekiel  Whitmaa. 

NATSr-Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jun.  Wa. 
Andemn.  David  Bard,  William  T.  Barry,  Bvnxfl 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  RobhBion. 
WiUiam  A.  Burwell^  William  BoUer,  Joseph  Cil- 
houn,  Langdon  CheTes,  Matthew  CUy,  Jsmct  C«^ 
ran,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Oatl%  Jaha  Jhmm 
Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppea,  William  Fiadlej.  Ih^ 
shack  FranUin,  BarxiUai  Gannett*  Gideon  Gtnbo. 
Thomas  Oholson,  Peterson  Goodwyi^  JasMi  HoUiid. 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  TbooMi  Kciiii< 
William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Ljle,  Btad 
McKoe,  WUUam  McKinley,  Pleaaant  M.  Miller.  Sisl. 
L.  Mitchill,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  B.  Mooit 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Garden  8.  Mob* 
ford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Po^ 
ter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylrsnii,  iohi 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Rior 
gold,.  John  Roane,  Erastas  Root,  fibeoenr  Sage,  Ekt* 
neser  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samoel  Shaw,  Bestf 
Smelt,  John  SmiUe,  George  Smith,  John  South,  Cd 
Tra^,  George  M.  Tronp,  Charles  Tonier,  jiuu«< 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  Robert  Wit^- 
erapoon. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  GBOLSOx'fl  t^  i 
peal.     The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  rererstil; 
and  it  was  decided  by  the  House,  that  tfw}^ 
previous  question  was  decided  in  tbe  affirmturc' 
the  main  question  shonid  not  be  delated. 

The  main  question,  viz:  ^  Shall  thedoeumeiK 
be  read?"  as  called  for  by  Mr.  Lvom,  wis  tiket, 
and  determined  in'the  negative. 

Mr.  Birr  moved  that  the  bill  be  eogrouedi 
and  read  a  third  lime,  and  called  for  iheprerioo* 
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question ;  but,  at  tb«  sujg^gestioo  of  Mr«  Tfioup, 
withdrew  hk  moiioo  io  order  to  enable  Mr. 
T.  to  propose  a  oew  seeiioo  to  the  bii(,  author- 
i2iQg  tne  PresideiK  to  employ  a  Bttmber  of  ves- 
sels to  enforce  the  provisioDs  of  the  bill; 

Mr.  Macon  observed,  that  the  seetton  offered 
by  the  gentlecnrQii  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Troup  J 
involved  an- expenditure  of  money,  and  therefore 
put  it  to  the  Chair,  whether  the  bill  ought  net  to 
oe  recommitted  to  a  Commtitee  of  the  Whole, 
pursuant  to  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Troop  said,  that,  to  relieve  the  House  from 
any  embarrasspaent,  he  would  now  withdraw  his 
amendment.  . 

The  question  recurring  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  Magom  addressed  the  Cliair  on  the  merits 
of  the  bill  at  some  length.  He  believed  the  Pres- 
ident to  have  been  justified  io  issuing  bis  procla- 
mation by  the  Duke  de  Cadore's  letter;  but  as 
subsequent  information  had  been  received  from 
France,  the  question  appeared  to  him  to  resolve 
itself  into  this.  Was  the  sequestration  of  our 
vessels  from  the  1st  November  to  the  2d  of  Feb- 
ruary a  violation  of  our  neutral  rights  or  not?-^ 
Had  the  decrees  been  so  modified,  under  present 
circumstances,  as  that  they  had  ceased  to  violate 
our  neutral  commerce  1  He  conceived,  not,  and 
should  therefore  vote  against  the  bill.  He  depre- 
cated the  course  of  debate,  and  the  irritation 
i^hich  prevailed  in  the  House,  as  tending  to  bring 
this  body  into  disreipute,  dbc« ' 

Mr.  Oardbnieb  offered  tbe  following  amend- 
nent  to  the  bill: 

'<  And  be  ii  fimiker  ena^,  That  if  the  Prmdent 
4  the  United  States  shall  not,  on  or  before  the  — — ^ 
[gy  of — >-  next,  announce,  by  proclamation,  that  the 
French  Government  baa  caused  reparation  to  be  niede 
or  such  spoliations  upon  tlvs  neutral  commerce  of  the 
United  States  as  have  been  perpetrated  in  consequence 
if  the  unlawful  edicts  of  France,  violating  that  com- 
nerce,  then  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement  shall 
sease  and  be  void,  anything  therein,  or  in  the  procla- 
nation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the 
M  November  last,  contained,  to  the  ootitraiy  notwith* 
standing." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rinooold,  the  previous 
luestion  on  the  amendment  was  required^ 

The  previous  question  was  put  and  earned, 

Mr.  Qardenier  proeeeded  to  debate  his  amend 
nent. 

The  Speaker  declared,  according  to  the  decis- 
on  of  the  House  this  evening,  that  the  question 
tow  admitted  not  of  debate. 

Mr.  Gardgnier  appealed  from  the  Speaker's 
lecisipn,  which  was  confirmed  by  the  House. 

The  main  question  was  then- put  on  Mr.  Gar- 
3Bnibr'b  aipendment,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Q.  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add* 
Qg  thereto  the  following  section : 

"And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  President 

|f  the  United  States  ahall  not,  on  or  before  the 

laj  of next,  announce,  by  proclamation,  that  the 

r  rench  Gnvemmeat  has  eaascd.  restitntion  to  be  made 
»f  all  veasela  and  cargoes  aeised  by  its  order,  or  nnder 
>i«tenee  of  an j  or  either  of  ito  edicts  violating  the 


neutral  oommerce  of  the  United  States,  or  under  any 
other  unlawful  pretence  whatsoever,  subsequent  to  the 
first  day  of  November  last,  then  and  in  such  case  the 
act  to  which  this  a  supplement,  shall  and  hereby  ia 
declared  to  be  in  force,  as  well  against  France  and  her 
dependencies  as  against  Great  Britain  and  her  depen- 
dencies, to  all  intents  and.  purposes,  as  if  the  procla^ 
mation  of  the  President  of^the  United  States  of  the 
second  day  of  November  last  had  never  been  issuody 
anything  in  the  said  act,  or  in  the  said  proclamation 
contained,  to  the  cootrary,  in  anywise  notwithstand- 
ing." 

Mr.  RiNGaoLD  required  the  previous  question. 
'  Mr.  Ranooupb  made  some  observations  io  the 
shape  of  inquiry  of  the  Speaker  as  to  the  precise 
extent  of  the  decisions  on  the  subject  of  the  pre* 
vio»8  question  this  evening;  bnt  he  had  not 
spoken  many  minutesi  when,  for  something  that 
wae  deemed  objectionable  in  his  remarks,  he  waa 
called  to  order  at  once  by  several  gentlemen. 

Mr.  RiNeooLD  insbted  on  the  call  he  had 
made  for  the  previous  question,  as  a  right  of 
which  he  would  not  be  deprived. 

The  previous  question  beirig  required  by  more 
than  a  sufficient  number  of  members,  it  was  pot, 
and  carried.  The  main  question  on  the  amend* 
ment  was  put  and  negatived. 

It  waa  DOW  past  four  o'clock. 

Mr.  Gardbmibr  then  moved  the  following 
'amendment: 

Jmd'be  it  further  tMuUdt  That  if  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  not,  on  or  before  the  -— ^-  daj 
of  —  next,  announce,  by  proclamation,  that  all 
French  edicts  violating  the  neutral  commerce  of  the 
United  States  have  been  revoked,  and  that  the  Frendi 
Government  has  actually  ceased  to  violate  the  neutral 
commerce  of  thp  United  States,  the  act  to  which  thia 
is  a  supplement  shall  jsease  and  be  void,  anything 
therein,  or  in  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  tho 
United  States,  contained,  to  the  eontrary  notwith- 
standing.*' 

The  Speaker  declared  this  amendment  to  he 
out  of  order^  Inasmuch  as  it  was  substantiallf 
the  name  with  one  which  had  been  moved-  bf 
Mr.  Potter,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  P.  B.  PoRTBR  then  said  that,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  coming  to  a  decision  on  the  bill,  and  put- 
ing  an  end  to  a  scene  which  was,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  disreputable  to  the  House,  he  moved  for 
the  previous  question  on  engrossing  the  bill. 

The  previooa question  was  taken  and  decided- 
in  the  affirmative,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a  third 
readiog^-^5  to  9.    ^ 

^he  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time. 

The  pr«v ions  question  was  required  oo  its  pan* 
saee,  and  earriedin  the  aSrniAtive. 

Mr.  Randolph  twice  successively  moved  an 
adjournment.  Motions  negatived;  the  first  W 
to  10,  the  second  60  to  8. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then  decided  io  the  affirmative— yeas  64,  nays  11^ 
as  follows : 

YsAs— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  WQ- 
Ham  Anderson,  Pavid  Bard,  William  T.  Barry,  Bur- 
weU  Bassett,  WUUam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  RobeH 
Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  BuUer,  Joseph 
UaUuHia»  Laagdoa  Pheree,  Matthew  Claj»  Jamea 
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Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Outts,  Josqih  * 
Desha,  John  W.  Eppea,  William  Pindlay,  Meaback 
Franklin,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomaa 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Jacob 
Haily,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  John 
Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  WilPiapi  McKinIey> 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Samuel  L.  Mitchlll,,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumfbrd,  Thos.  Newbold,  Tboa. 
Newton,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias 
Richanls,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Erastus  Root,  Eheneser 
Bage,  John  A.  Scudder,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Sey- 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Geo. 
tknith,  John  Smith,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troop, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  White- 
Un,  and  Robert  witberspoon. 

Nats — Abijah  Bigelow,  Davent  Gardenkr,  Rieliard 
Jackson,  jr.,   WHliara   Kennedy,  Nattuuiiel  Macon, 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  Richard  duaford*. 
Jacob  Swoope,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Lahaa  Wheaton,, 
and  Exektel  Whitman. 

The  House  then  adjoarned  to  meet  again  at 
ooe  o'clock. 

^DoriD^  the  eourte  of  aiieh  a  letaioa  as  that  of 
tbm  eveniog,  mapy  ctrcomstaoeesoccorof  trivial 
iiDfrartance,  but  yet  sufficient  to  produce  warmth, 
which  it  caoDol  be  expected  of  a  reporter  of  the 
deliberations  of  a  Legislative  booy  to  leport. 
Sttch  incidents  are  of  course  omitted.] 

The  followtog  is  the  bill  as  it  passed  tbis 
lloase : 

A  Bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  **An  act  con* 
earning  Uie  commercial  intercourse  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Btit  tnaetedt  4rc.,  That  no  veaael,  owned  wholly  by 
a  eitben  or  citiiens  of  the  United  States,  which  ahaU 
haye  departed  from  s  British  port,  prior  to  the  2d  dajt 
of  February,  1611,  and  no  merchandise  owned  wholly 
by  a  citiaen  or  dtisena  of  tha  United  States,  imported 
in  such  vessel,  shall  be  liable  to  seixure  or  forfeiture  on 
account  of  any  infraction  or  presumed  infraction  of 
the  provisions  of  the  act  to  wmch  this  act  is  a  supple- 
ment. 

.  Sac.  S.  And  he  it  fyriher  enatttd,  That,  in  case 
Great  Britain  shall  ao  revoke  or  modiQr  her  edicta,  as 
that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce 
of  the  united  States,  the  President  ot  the  United  SUtes 
^air  declare  the  fact  by  proclamation ;  and  such  proc- 
lamation shall  t>e  admitted  aa  evidence,  and  no  other 
evidence  shall  be  admitted  of  auch  revocation  or  modi- 
cation  in  any  suit  or  prosecution  which  may  be  insti- 
tuted under  the  iburth  section  of  the  act  to  tvhidi  thia 
act  ia  a  aupplemenL  And  the  restrictions  imposed,'  or 
which  msy  be  imposed,  by  %irtue  of  the  said  act,  abaU, 
from  the  date  of  auch  proclamation,  cease  and  be  dis- 
eontinned. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  il  further  enadedf  That,  until  the 
pioelamaiion  aforeaaid  dtall  have  been  imued,  the  aev- 
eral  provisiona  of  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  aizth,  seventh, 
eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  and  eighteenth  aections  of  the  act, 
entitled  '*An  act  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  SUtea  and  Great  Britain  and 
France  and  their  depcndenciea,  and  for  other  purposes,*' 
shall  have  full  force  and  be  immediatelv  carried  into 
effect  against  Britain,  bercoloniea,  and  dependencies : 
P^roeicM,  Aoimmt,  That  any  vessel  or  mesckan^ 


which  may,  in  pnrsosnoe  IhemoCbe  «eiaed,priertotk 
fact  being  ascertained,  whether  Great  Britam  ibstt,!! 
or  before  .the  aecond  day  of  Fefaraaiy,  one  tbouul 
eight  hundred  and  elevefci,  have  revoked  or  modified  ki 
edicts  in  the  manner  above-mentioned,  shaU,  nevcrtb^ 
leaa,  be  reatorei^  on  appKcation  of  the  poities,eD  tha 
giving  bond  with  approved  sureties  to  tha  Uaiud 
States,  in  a  aum  equal  to  the  value  thereof,  to  sladctlw 
deciaion  of  the  proper  ooart  of  the  United  Sutei 
thereon ;  and  any  such  bond  shall  be  considered  u 
aatisfied  if  Great  Britain  shall,  on  or  before  the  •rcond 
day  of  Febmary,  one  thouaand  eight  hundred  tnJ 
eleven,  have  revoked  or  modified  her  edicts  in  the  mu- 
ner  above-mentioned:  Provided,  also.  That  noChio; 
herein  contained  ahall  be  oonatrued  to  afifect  any  shipi 
or  vessels,  or  the  cargoes  of  ships  or  vessels,  whoJIy 
owned  by  a  cittsen  or  citiiens  of  the  United  8latn, 
which  had  cleared  out  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, « 
for  any  port  beyond  the  aame,  prior  fothetsnthsfN*' 
vember,  one  thonsaad  eight  hundred  and  tea. 


Tbchsdat,  February  28. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolph  to 
ameiid  the  Journal  of  yesterday,  in  that  part  of 
the  Journal  where  the  main  question  was  pat  oa 
the  passage  of  the  hill  supplementary  to  the  id 
entitled  ^^An  act  coocerniog  the  commercial  ia- 
tercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Gmt 
Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  lod 
for  other  purposesi"  after  the  word  "  question,'' 
by  inserting  the  following  words:  *'withoo((i^ 
hate,  being  precluded  by  the  decision  of  ihe 
House :"  And,  the  question  bein^  taken  tbereoo, 
was  defertained  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^Anietpro- 
Tidingfor'lh^  final  adjostmeBt  of  claims  to  Uods. 
and  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  tbe  Terri- 
tories of  Orleans  and  liouistana,  and  to  repeilthe 
act  passed  for  the  same  porpose,  and  apprortd 
February  sixteenth,  1811,  was  read  twice,  aod  ibe 
thirteenth  section  thereof  Committed  to  a  Coca- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^Aoactli) 
aiuhorize  the  payment  of  certain  certificates. 
credits,  and  pensions^  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commiiiee 
of  the  Whole  on  Saturday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameoJ- 
ments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^Anact 
to  erect  a  light-house  on  Boon  Island,  in  tbe  State 
of  Massachusetts,  to  place  buoys  off  Cape  Feit 
river,  and  to  erect  a  beacon  at  New  Inlet,  io  ibe 
State  of  North  Carolina,  and  to  place  boofsat 
the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Edmirtowo,  ao^ito 
er^t  a  column  of  stone  on  Cape  Kiizabetii,iD  tb' 
State  of  Massachusetts." 
-  Whereupoq,  the  said  amendments  were  refer* 
red  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  this  day. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amea^ 
menta  of  the  Senate  to  thie  bill,  entitled  ^'Aoaet 
for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  ladiao 
tribei;;"  and  the  same  bein^twice  read,  were ser* 
erilly  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

THIRD  CBN8U8. 
Tbe  following  Message  was  received  frsm  tbe 
PitBatnBifT  or  thb  UmrsD  Statss: 
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To  ike  8et¥tte  0md  Mmtae  ^  ^ 

Repretentatinu  of  tie  IhuUd  States.' 
I  tnoimit  and  rfcoiaiB«oi|  lo  the  attention  of  Con 
g^  a  jr^pori  «f  the  Secretarj  of  StaCe  reiative  to  de» 
fideiiciea  in  the  reiuraa  of  the. census. 

JAMC8  MADISON. 
FsMVAsr  88,  1811. 

Dbpabtxkvt  ov  STATSf  Feb,  27,  1811. 

The  Secretary  of  State  respectfoUy  repraaenis  Ui  the 
Pretident,  that,  agreeably  to  the  eeverai  acte  of  Ooo" 
gretc,  anthoristng  the'  third  oensoe  or  enameration  of 
the  inhahitanu  of  the  United  States  and  the  Territo- 
Hm  theteof,  instmetions  were  inoed  to  the  several 
Marshals  and  SeoretarieSy  eonlbrambly  to  the  piovis- 
ioDs  of  the  law ;  in  censeqnence  of  .which,  regular  re- 
turns of  the  popttlataitn  of  the  Ibllowiny  Districts  and 
Territories  have  been  received  at  the  Department  of 
Sute,  to  wit :  Maine^-Massachosetts,  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  Rhode  islsad,  Conitecticut,  New  Vork*  New 
Jeaey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware^  lifai^nd,  Ohio,  Ken- 
tucky, North  Carolina,  Georgia,  West  Tsi^asseev  the 
Territory  of  Looinana,  the  Territory  of  Indiana,  the 
Territory  of 'lUinpie,  the  MiaNtsippi  Territory,  and  the 
District  of  Colambia ;  and  that  returns  remain  lo  be 
received  Iroai  the  District  of  East  Tennessee,  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans,  the  Territory  of  Ificl^gan,  the  Dis- 
trict of  South. Carolina,  and  from  the  District  of  Virgi- 
nia. That,  with  respect  to  the  latter,  a  letter  has  been 
this  day  received  from  Andrew  Moore,  Esq.,  Marshal 
of  the  Dbtrtct  of  Virginia,. dated  "  Richmond,  y^bru- 
aiy  20,  1811/'  informing  that  *'  no  return  has  been  re- 
ceived from  Norfolk  city,  Norfolk  borough,  or  Peters- 
burg ;'*  that  he  had  pressed  hn  assistants  in  those  divis- 
ions of  his  district  by  *<  repeated  letters  t"  and  that 
"horn  their  silence  he  doubts  whether  the^  hmre  ddne 
any  part  of  the  busineas."  Tha  Becntary  of  State 
farther  represents  to  the  President  that  the  first  of 
March,  1811,  is  the  time  liBited  by  law,  for  the  M$r- 
shab  and  Secvetariea  to  eoaiplete  their  retvms  to  this 
Department,  and,  aa  that  pieriod  is  pom  at  'hand*  he 
suggests  the  propriety  of  recommendiag  to  Congress 
the  consideration  of  the  sotject,  in  order  that  timely 
{Koviiaon  may  be  made  by  the  compe^nt  authority  tot 
obviating  such  doubts  ana  difficulties  as  may  occur  ac- 
cidentally, or  through  negligence,  to  prevent  tho  per- 
fection of  the  enumeration  or  return  of  the  iobabitants 
of  any  District  or  Territory,  or  divisions  thereof,  within 
tbe  time  prcAcribed  by  the  several  acts  authorising  the 
third  censhs. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

R;  SMITH. 

The  Message  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
report  accoiDpaoying  the  same,  referred  to  Mr. 
BuRWELL,  Mr.  Pitkin,  and  Mr.  Cbeyes,  to  report 
tbereoD,  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

RETURNED  BILL. 

The  following  Message  was  reeeifcd  from  tbe 
Presidbnt  op  tbb  United  States? 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  .• 
Having  examined  and  considered  the  bill,  entitled 
^An  act  fn  the  relief  of  Richard  Tervin,  William 
Coleman,  Edwin  Lewis,  Samuel  Mima,  Joeeph  Wil- 
son, and  the  Baptist  Church  at  Salem  lCeeting*llouse, 
in  the  Miasiisippi^  l^rritory,"  I  .now  retoni  the  anno 
to  the  House  of  Repreeentativea,  in  whieh  it  orifiHat* 
ad,  with  the  Mlowing  objeetton : 

^  Because  the  bill,  ia.  reserving  a  certain  paroiBl  of 
iud  of  tim  United  States  &f  Iho.  ilM  of  gaid  Baplift 


Church,  oomprises  a  principle  and  precedent,  for  the 
appropriation  of  funds  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
Ufe  and  support  of  religious  societies ;  contrary  to  the 
article  of  the  Constitution  which  declares  that  Con- 
gress shall  make  no  law  respecting  a  religious  estab- 
hshment" 

JAMES  MADISOIC. 
FsaauABT  28, 1811. 

The  Message  having  been  read — 

Orderedy  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  the 
reoonsideratioa  of  the  said  bill  according  to  the 
ConstitatiDtf.   -      . 

ARMED  NEUTRALITT. 

Mr.  MuMPORD  offered  the  followiog  reaolatioii 
for  eoDMderation : 

**  Whereas  when  two  or  more  nations  go  to  war, 
those  that  remain  at  peace  retain  their  natural  right  to 
pnrsue  their  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  commerce;- 
to  carry  tha  produce  of  their  labor  to  aJl  places,  belltg- 
erent  or  neutral,  as  usual ;  to  come  end  go  freely  with- 
out injury  or  molestation ;  and,  in  ahort,  that  the  war 
shall  be  to  them  as  if  it  did  not  exist,  (with  the  excep- 
tion •only  of  tM>t  furnishing  either  implements  of  war 
lor  the  annoyance  of  the  other,  nor  anything  whatever 
to  a  pbca  actually  invested  by  its  enemy.)  And  wheve- 
as  a  state  of  war  at  present  existing  between  Grant 
Britain  and  France  fiirnuhes  no  legitimate  right  ta 
eithei  to  ipterjrnpt  the  agriculture  and  commerce  of  the 
United  Statesj  or  the  peaceable  exchange  of  its  pro- 
duce with  all  national  And  whereas  no  nation  can 
submit  to  have  its  peaceable  industry  suspended  at  the 
mere  will  of  other  nations  in  violation  of  their  natural 
rights:    .Therefore, 

Resoived,  iThat  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  authorizing,  by  law,  mcirchant 
vessels  of  the  United  States  to  arm  in  defence  of  their 
persons  and  property  on  the  high  seas,  against  the 
spoliations  of  all  or  any  of  the  beUigerents ;  and  report 
by  bOl,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said  he  had  not  the  least  objection 
to  the  resoluiioD,  bnt  it  was  entirely  onosual  to 
prefix  preambles  to  resolutions  for  appointing 
committees  for  inqoiry.  He  said  it  was  not  only 
unnecessary  but  unprecedented. 

Mr.  Wright  spoke  in  favor  of  retaining  the 
preamble.  He  had  no  objection  to  record  his 
Yote  in  support  of  the  priociplcs  it  contained. 

Tbe  question  on  striking  oat  the  nreamble  waa 
decided  bv  yeas  nnd  navs.  For  striking  out,  51 ; 
for  retaining,  03 — as  follows: 

TxAs— Joseph  Allen,  David  Bard,  Wffltam  W.  Bfbb 
Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd,  Jamea 
Breckenridge,  Robert  Biown,  John  C.  Chamberlain, 
William  Chamberlin,  Martin  Chittenden,  James  Coch- 
ran,,Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  James  Emott,  Thos. 
R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H. 
Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Robert  Jenkins,  Her^ 
man  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  Jr.^  Edward  Bt^Loe 
Livermore,Katlumiel  Maoon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Aroh* 
ibald  McBryde,  Samuel  MeKee,  Plemnt  M.  MiUer, 
WiUiam  Miinoi,Nichotes  R.  Mooie,  Thomas  I^ewbold, 
John  Nioholaon,  Joeeph  Pearaout  Benjamin  Picko^n» 
jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr^  Lemuel  Sawyer,  J  ohn  A.  Send- 
4er,  Daniel  Sheffiqr.  John  SmUie,  Richard  StanM» 
John  Stanley,  Jamas  $t^heBson,  Lewis  B.  Stnnes, 
Ja^^woope,  Samnel  Taggart,  Baiyamin  TaUnMfge, 
Charles  Turner,  iunior.  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  AicWhald 
"  Van  Om,  and  Eatkifll  Wh^tmo. 
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I(at8— Lemuef  J.  Atnton,  Willii  AIKod,  jt.,  Witliam 
Anaeraon,  William  T.  Barry,  Burwell  Basaelt,  William 
A.  Burweil,  William  Butler,  Joaeph  Galbouii,  Langdon 
Cheves,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  William  Craw- 
Ibnl,  Joseph  De»ha,  WilHvm  Pindley,  Meshack  Frank- 
lia,  Patid  -S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Charles  Golds- 
borough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  William  Helms,  Jacob 
Bufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas 
Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle,  Alexander 
McKim,  WUIiam  McKinley,  Samuel  L.  MttehUl,  John 
Montgomery,  Thomas  Moore,  Gordon  8.  Mumford, 
Thomss  Newton*  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  John  Roa  of  Penn- 

grlvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richarda, 
amuel  Ringgold,  Erastus  Root,  John  Hoss,  Ebenezer 
Sage,  Ebenezer  Beaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
Dennis  Smelt,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  John  Thomp- 
son, Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Robert  Weakley, 
Bobert  Whitebill.  and  Robert  Wright. 

Mr.  Pitkin  »aid  he  wi^s  in  favor  of  the  resolu- 
tion. He  hoped  ihat  it  was  oat  merely  a  flourish, 
but  that  sometfaiog  was  to  grow  out  of  ii;  that 
the  committee  would  make  a  report  autborissiog 
the  armingk  And  if  they  were  to  make  such  a 
report  in  a  practicable  form,  it  would  find  his 
aupi^ort,  although  perhaps  some  who  had  voted 
to  retain  thi'si  preamble  would  not  be  found  on  the 
same  side  with  him. 

Mr.  QoLnsBOROnGB  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  authorizing  the  committee  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise.  He  supposed  the  object  of  the  gen- 
tleman was  to  issue  a  luminous  manifesto  on  the 
subject  of  our  rights.  If  he  wished  to  exercise 
bis  talents  in  making  such  a  report,  he  did  not 
wish  to  embarrass  the  committee  by  requiring 
them  to  report  by  bill. 

Mr.  MoMFORD  hoped  the  motion  would  not 
prevail.  He  assured  the  gentleman  from  Mary* 
land  that  he  did  not  witfh  to  displajr  bis  talents 
in  writing  manifestoes.  If  the  resolution  should 
pass,  and  he  bhould  be  on  the  committee,  the  bill 
should,  if  possible,  be  reported  before  sundown. 

Mr.  Golds  BO  booqb's  motion  was  negatived — 
59  to  32. 

Mr.  fiiBB  said,  that  no  doubt  the  subject  of  the 
resolution  was  important  and  worthy  of  consider- 
ation, but  every  gentleman  must  be  confident  that 
it  could  not  be  acted  upon  during  the  present  ses- 
sion. He  was  unwilling  to  excite  tbe  public  ex- 
pectation when  it  could  not  be  realized,  and  there- 
fore moved  that  the  resolution  He  on  (he  table. 

The  motion  was  negatived — 46  to  44. 


FridaV,  March  1. 

The  following  letter  was  laid  before  the  House 
by  tbe  Speaker  : 

To  the  Hon.  J.  B.  Yimirini, 

Speaker  of  the  Houet  ef  BeprtMntativee. 

8im:  The  report  of  the  Comptroller,  at^  tbe  begin- 
ning of  the  presient  session,  having  stated  that  my  ac- 
eonnts  remained  unsettled,  and  that  I  stood  charged 
with  all  the  moneys  disbnmed  for  the  United  States 
^ring  my  agency  in  Algiers,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli ;  and 
this  report  having  given  vise  to  some  debate  in  the 
House  of  Representstives,  I  now  take  the  liberty  of 
transmitting  to  yon  the  enclosed  letter  from  the  Ounp- 
IraUer,  stating  that  tbe  said  aoeeuAt  is  sttlled. 


I  beg  yi>n  will  commnmcito  this  to  the  Hoose  ibr 
their  information,  that  it  may  go  into  the  same  c1iib> 
nel  of  publicity  with  tbe  mi*uken  suggcstioa  thit  I 
had  remained  for  thirteen  yean  a  debtor  in  a  gmt 
amount  to  the  public  Treasury. 

I  will  only  add,  that  this  account,  precisely  si  rm 
passed  at  the  Treasury,  was  settled  in  the  yev  I7?T. 
wiUi  Colonel  Humphreys,  thdn  Minister  at  Madiid, 
from  whom  I  bad  received  the  money*  and  to  wboo, 
alone,  I  conceived  myself  acoonotat^  I  natnrallj  cob* 
eluded  that  be  bad  passed  it  as  incorporated  in  hiiovB 
accounts.  And  it  vras  only  this  Winter,  and  in  as- 
sequence  of  the  above  report  of  the  GooBptnOer,  tha  I 
eama  to  tbe  knowledgo  that  my  name  was  ever  wn&ts 
on  tbe  books  of  the  Treasniy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 

JOEL  BARLOW. 

WAs^nrarair,  Feb.  38, 18>1. 

TaxisiTBT  Dbpabtmbst, 
ComptroUer^e  Office,  Februofy  S7, 1811. 

6ia:  Your  accounts  as  late  agent  of  the  Unitoi 
States,  fbr  negotiating  with  tha  Barbary  Powen,  m 
adjusted,  and  flnaUy  dosed  on  the  books  of  the  Tm- 
sury*    I  have  the  honor  to  be,*  dkc 

O.  DOTAL 

JoxL  Bablow,  Esq. 

The  letter  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Ncv^ton, 

ReBolvedy  That  the  Cotnmittee  of  Commoee 
and  Manufacitures  be.  instructed  to  inquire  Ibio 
the  ezpedieocy  of  providing  for  the  setUemeiit  of 
the  accounts  of  the  persons  who  have  takeo^ luder 
the  direction  of  th«  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasiir]f,aa 
aecooat  of  the  several  inanufaetaring  establHl- 
vents  and  manufaetures  within  their  several ds- 
tritts,  in  pUrsoanee  of  an  act,  entitled  *^An  act 
further  to  alter  «nd  amend  an  act  providiaf  for 
the  third  census,  or  enameratioB  of  the  iobakt- 
tants  of  tbe  United  States;"  and  thai  tbef  lisre 
lesTe  to  report 'bv  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb, 

Resolved^  That  the  Comnritiee  of  Gomtomf 
and  Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  iota 
the  expediency  of  granting  the  consent  o(  Cob- 
gress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Gkorgia.  passed  tbe 
twelfth  day  of  December,  1804,  estabtishiog  t^ 
fees  of  the  harbor  master  and  health  officer  of  tbe 
ports  of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's  \  and  thai  they 
h«ve  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  othf  rwise. 

Mr.  Root,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  pre- 
sented a  bill  concerning  invalid  pensions;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appointed oa 
that  part  of  the  President's  Message,  at  tbecotB* 
meneemeat  of  the  session,  presented  a  bill  mskio; 
further  appropriaiioaa  to  complete  the  fortififa- 
tions  commenced  for  tbe  security  of  the  ports  aod 
harbors  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read 
twicf,  and  committed  lo  a  Committee  d  ^ 
Whole  today. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  from  the  Committee  of  Cen* 
naerca  «nd  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  d^ 
daring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the 
State  cf  Georgia,  passed  the  twelfth  of  DeceiDbcr, 
1804,  estaUitihing  the  fees  of  the  harbor  master 
and.healib  officer  of  tbe  ports  of  Savanoabsid 
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St.  Mary's;  wbijeh  w«s  read  twice,  and  'oocnmit* 
teJ  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  KppfiSy  ttie  seveial  orders  of 
the  day  were  p08l posed. 

Mr.  Eppcb  thea  ealled  for  the  order  of  the  day 
OD  the  bill  amhoriztii^  a  loan. 

The  House,  accord ioGrly,  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill. 

Mr.  BppBe  moved  to  fiil-  the  bknk  in  the  first 
section  with  ** $5,000,000 ;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Commiriee  rose,  and  reported  the  bt!l  as 
amended ;  which  report  was  concurred  in,  atid 
the  bill  ordered  to  be  engra«sed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  erecting  ligbt-bou.sesonBoon  Lland,  dec; 
which  was  reported  as  concurred  witbj  and^ agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

A  mesj«age  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *^  An 
act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  the^ service  of  a  ounvber  of  voluaieer 
companies,  not  exceeding  fifty  thoi|!sand  men,"  to 
which  they  desire  tbeceoeurrence  of  this  Hoase. 

The  Hoose  resolved  itself.  Into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  erecting  the  districts  of 
Mumphremagor,  Oawegatchie,  and  of  the  White 
Mountains;  and  on  the  bill,  from  the  Senate,  an- 
nexiag  part  of  Jersey  to  New  York  district,  Ac; 
which,  after  considerable  discussion,  were  report- 
ed, and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  a  loan  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  withuui  opposition, 

Tne  bill  respecting  the  districts  of  Mumphre- 
magog,  du:.,  and  the  bill  for  the  refief  of.  John 
Macnaniara,  were  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  issuing  Qf  debentures 
in  certain  cases  was  taken  up.  Ou  the  question 
to  postpone  indefinitely — ayes  33,  noes  56.  The 
bill  was  then  read  a  taird  time,  and  passed — ^ayes 
55,  noes  31. 

Mr.  BuRWBLCi  reported  a  bill  for  extending  the 
time  for  eompletiiig  the  retorna  of  the  third  cen- 
sus or  enuineratfon-  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States ;  Which  was  read  twtce,  and  ordered  to  be 
eoflffossed. 

The  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  State  or  Georgia,  respecting  certain 
fees  of  the  health  officer  and  harbor  master  of  the 
ports  of  Savannah  and  Georgia,  went  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
eogrobsed  for  a  third  Reading:. 

The  House  adjourned  to  six  o'clock,  p.  m. 

March  1 — Sia:  6*clock^  p.  m. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  an- 
thorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
accept  the  service  of  a  number  of  volunteer  com- 


greas  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Oeorffia,  pasaed  the 
twelfth  of  December,  1804,  establish iog  the  fees 
of  the  harbor  master  and  health  officer  of  the 
ports  of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  annex  a  part  of  the  State 
of  New  Jehey  to  the  collection  district  of  New- 
York  ;  to  remove  the  office  of  collector  of  Niagara< 
to  Lewistown;  to  establish  a  new  district,  to  be* 
call«*d  the  district  of  St.  Lawrence ;  to  make  Cape 
St.  Vincent,  in  the  district  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  a 
pert  of  delivery ;  and  out  of  the  districts  of  Miami 
and  Mississippi  to  make  two  new  districu,  to  be- 
called  the  districts  of  Sandusky  and  Tecbe,  and' 
for. other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  tiflkCj  and' 
passedt 

The  House  resolved  itself  intp  a  Committee  oi 
the  Whole  on  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for 
the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands,  and  for 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands  ^Q  the  Territories  of 
Orleans  and  Ijouisiana,  and  to  repeal  the  act 
passed  for  the  same  purpose,  and  approved  six- 
teenth of  February,  1811 ;''  no  amendment  being 
made,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow, 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  oi  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
making  further  appropriations  to  complete  forti« 
fications. 

Mr.  DAWsoif  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the 
sum  with  $131,000. 

Mr.  McKbb  objected  to  such  large  annual  ap- 
propriations for  fortifications.  He  said  he  conid 
not  vote  for  this  appropriation  without  further 
information. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  sob* 
ject  was  read. 

Mr.  MiTCBfLL  read  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  him  on  the  subject. 

The  House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  9  O'clock, 
without  takihg  the  question  on  the  bill.  ' 
^  In  the  course  of  the  day,Mr.MnMF0RD  several 
times  attempted  to  call  up  his  motion  respecting 
the  arming  our  merchant  vessels,  dbc,  but  with- 
out sac  cess. 


Saturday,  March  2. 

'  A  letter  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
enclosing  aa  account  of  the  expenses  or  the  Na* 
tional  Armories  at  Springfield  and  Harper's  Ferry, 
together  with  a  return  of  ^  the  arms  made  and  re- 
paired at  each)  during  the  yeiur  1810. 

[At  Harper^s  Ferry,  arms  manufactured  in  1810 

were  8,600;  repaired,  006;  expenses,  inoladiny 

expense  of  additional  buildingsy  9 155,090  19.  ,  At 

paoies,  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  loen,"  was!  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  arms  knapufaotcired, 


read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  CooDmittee  of  the 
Whole  to-day^ 

An  engrossed  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  com- 
pleting the  third  cen.«us,  or  enumeration  of  the 
mhabiianu  of  the  United  Slates,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Anengrossed  DiU|  declariDg  the  ejooacnt  of  Ooa- 


10,301 ;  repaired,  406 ;  expenses.  012^774  OSJ 

Mr.  Newton  reported  a  bill  ailowinff  a  reason- 
able compensailoa  to  the  persons  who  have  takea 
an  account  of  the  several  maoufaclnring  eatab- 
lishments;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 
Mr.  NfiwTON  proposed  to  fill  the  blank  in  the 
bill,  for  Ike  amount  to  be  appropriated,  with 
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|^0,OCiO.  After  debste,  this  moticAi  was  negatlr* 
ed,  as  also  were  moiions  to  fill  the  blank  wiib 
$60,000,  $50,000,  and  $40,000.  The  blank  was 
«ventually  filled  with  $30,000 ;  and,  as  amended, 
the  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading,  and  was  then 
«ead  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  appropria(ting  a  sam  of  monef  for  com- 
pleting the  fortifi^cations,  d&c.,  was  read  a  third 
(ime,  atu)  passed. 

The  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners  was  gone 
throuffh  in  Committee, and  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed.  '   , 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
tfiat  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authoriziog  a  loan.of  money  for  a  sami  not  ex- 
ceeding five  millions  (^dollars,"  with  an  amend" 
ment ;  and  the  bill  entitled  *-  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  John  Macnaniara,'^also  with  an  amendment; 
to  which  they  desire  thecoocnrrenee  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  biH,  entitled  *^An  act 
authorizing  a  loan  of  money  for  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing five  millions  of  dollars ;"  and  the  said  amend- 
ment being  readj  was  concurred  in  by  the  Houfte. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Macnavtera ;"  and  the  said 
amendment  beiag  .read,  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

An  eogrossed  bill,  makins  further  appropria- 
tions for  completing  the  fortincatioos  commenced 
for  the  security  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  allowing  a  reasonable 
compensation  to  the  persons  who  have  ukea  an 
account  of  xhe  several  manufacturing  establish- 
ments and  manufactures  within  the  United  States, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  providing  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  claims  to  lands,  and  for  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Or- 
leans and  Louisiana,  and  to  repeal  the  act  passed 
for  the  same  purpose,  the  10th  of  February,  1811, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  cooceraing  invalid  .  pensioners  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

RETURNED  ^ILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  bill,  en- 
titled '*  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Tervin, 
William  CoJeman,  Bdwia  Lewis,  Samuel  Mims,' 
JToseph  Wilson^ and  the  Baptist  Ch«rch  at  Salem 
Meeting  House,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory;" 
which  was  returned  by  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  with  t>bjeciion8. 

The  said  bill  was  read  at  the  Clerk's  Uble,  and 
is  at  follows : 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Tervin,  WiHiam  Cole- 
man, Bdwin  Lewisk  Sainnel  Mtms,  Joseph  Wilson, 
and  ths  Baptist  Cburdh  at  Salem  Meeting  I{dase, 
in  ths  Missbsippi  Territory. 

Be  U  rntuM  hy  the  Senate  mtdlfouBe  of  Xeprtteni- 
eiihee  of  ike  Untied  Siaiee  df  Amerieu,  in  Vongreee 
aeeimiMf  That  Riehard  Tervin  be  and  he  is  hereby 
aatboriasd  to  piodnoe  to  the  Ragisterof  the  Land  Ofilea 
a»d  iheJtaeaWerof  Pnbttc  Manfljaibr  Mm  district  east 


of  Peari  river,  in  the  Mfasiswppi  Territory,  eri^eitf 
his  hsTiog  inhabited  and  cultivated  a  tnct  si  ItBJk 
said  Territory,  prior  to  the  thirtieth  day  of  M iich,  m 
thousand  seven  hundred  atfd ninety-eight;  saiisoi 
such  evidence  shall  be-prodnoed,  tke  said  Rspiler  ui 
Receiver  sre  required  to  gnuit  to  the  said  Riditrd  T» 
via  a  donation  certificate  Ibr  such  tract  of  Issd,  m 
exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  aciea. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  fwiher  enaO^  Thst  WiQitt 
Coleman  bo  and  he  is  hereby  authoriBed  to  produce  to 
the  said  Register  and  Receiver  eridence  of  his  right  Id 
a  donation  ^  a  tract  of  land,  on  the  Tombigbee  me, 
in  the  said  Territory ;  and  in  case  he  shidi  prodw 
satisfactory  evidence  to  the  said  Register  and  Reeerar 
that  he  was  entitled  to  a  donation  of  such  tnd,i€eaii 
ing  to  the  provisions  of  the  second  section  of  tbe  kL 
entitled  '*  An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  laod)  ak 
providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  tbe  Vnifbd 
States  sooth  of  the  Bute  of  TenneeMe,**  sad  tk  adi 
supplementary  thereto,  it  shall  then  be  lawAil  for  At 
said  William  Coleman  to  locate  a  i|uantitjof  Itodt^ 
to  that  to  whidi  he  was  entitled  under  the  sbsvcna- 
tinned  proviiions,  on  any  knda  of  the  Umtsd  8ws 
whiek  shall  have  been  ofiored  at  pablic  sale  m  the  aii 
dt8trict>.and  that  shall  then  recMin  unaold ;  sod  itabi 
be  the  duty  of  the  aaid  Register  and  Reosiver  Ib  iw 
a  donation  certilicate  to  the  aaid  William  Colsaaslt 
the  land  so  located  by  him. 

8ac.3.  AndbeUJurtAer€nfaeiedtTh»iE6mnUh 
be  entitled  to  tbe  right  of  pre-emption  in  five  umi 
land,  situate  within  the  boundaries  of  a  tract  of  ha' 
whereon  he  resides ;  which  ^ve  acres  was  herAo^R 
used  for  an  encampment  for  the  troops  ef  the  Uutni 
States,  so  soon  as  the  same  shall  cesse  to  b«  tied  for 
that  purpose ;  the  said  five  acres  to  be  paid  for  it  the 
same  price,  and  on  the  same  terms  and  coaditioBSi  tf 
are  provided  for  lands  grsnted  by  right  of  pre-«ap&si 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Sac. 4.  AndbeHJurikerenaeied^TkeiiBtmutii^^ 
be  and  he  is  hereby  conirmed  in  his  title  to  s  tndtf 
land,  containing  five  hundred  and  dghty-foar  toci 
granted  by  the  Britsih  Government  ef  West  Flombs 
WiHiam  Clark,  so  as  not  to  deprive  the  hciis  of  «i^ 
Clark,  or  any  other  person  or  pemana,  of  their  Up^ 
temedyt  if  any  they  fausvob  fiir  the  recovery  ef  «id  lisi 
firom  the  said  Mims,  his  heiis  or  assigns. 

Sac. 5.  Andheii/uriherenaeied,  ThstJo«sphW3^ 
son  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  eater  with  tk 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  his  certificate  of  prsHes^poai 
right,  grsnted  to  him  by  the  Board  of  GommiHiooaf 
for  tbe  district  east  of  Pearl  river,  in  the  MiM^f 
Territory,  for  the  quantity  of  four  hundred  snd  eithl? 
acres  of  land  Jying  on  the  Tombigbee  nver,in  thtmd 
Territory ;  and  thst  payment  be  made  therefor  at  the 
same  price  and  on  the  same  terms  and  cooditioos  a 
are  provided  by  law  for  other  lands  granted  io  right  at 
pre-emption  in  said  Territory. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  that  ba 
resei^ed,  tbe  quantity  of  five  acres  of  land,  indiuhBi 
Salem  Mecttng'^ouse,  in  the  Misnsaippi  Territtnj.  fo 
the  use  of  the  Baptist  Chutch,  at  ssid  meetuig*bosi^ 

J.  B.  VARNUM, 
Speaker  of  ike  Omee  of  Eemeentaii^^ 

GEO.  CLINTON,     , 
VUerreeidenief  ike  United  Stoie9,e»d 

Preeident  eftke  SeMk> 
Th«  Preaidem*s objections  were  alsoagaierea^ 
And  after  debate,  the  queation,  "  That  the  Hosst 
on  reeouidemtloo.  do  agrM  to  pais  the  wit 
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iras  taken  in  the  mcMie  pieseriiied  by  ihe  CoQsti- 

ution  of  the  Uohed  States^  and  determioed  in 
be  negative^^yeas  33,  nays  55,  as  follows; 

Yii»-Abiiali  B%^)ow,  DaaiBl  Blaiidell,  John  C. 
^hamberUin,  Epaphroditus  ChaiDpi«D,  John  IWt«ii« 
HtrU  JuPm  William  £ij,  Jamw  Bmott,  Thoaat  R. 
irolJ,  William  Hale,  Natbanial  A.  Hav^n,  Jonathan 
i.  Hubbard,  Ebenioer  Huntiogton,  Richard  Jackaon^ 
nn.,  Herman  Knickerbacker»  Joseph  Lewia,  jonior, 
lobert  Le  Roy  Livingston,,  WiUiam  McKlnley,  Wil- 
ism  Milnor,  Nicholas  Rr  Moore,  Jeremiah  Iforrpw,' 
benjamin  Pickman,  j[an.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John 
*oiter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Lewis  B. 
Iturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John 
rhompson,  Nicholas  Vain  Dyke,Kil!tan  K^Van  Rena- 
elser,  Eaekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nats — Lomiial  J.  Alston,  Wtllis  Alston,  junior, 
Villiam  Andotaon,.  William  T.  Bsny,  Adam  Boyd, 
fstthew  Clay,  Jamas.  Cochran,  William  Crawford, 
Uchard  Cutta,  Jcdin  Dawaoa,  Joaaph  JDcdu;  Bar* 
illai  Ganneitt  Gideon  Oardilar,  Thomas  Gholson,  Pe- 
srson  Goodwyn;  Danial  Haister,  Janas/HoHand^  Ja- 
ob  Hafty,  Richard  M^  Johnson,  John  Love«  MattHaw 
«yon,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macob,  Alexander  If  c- 
um,  Samael  L.  MitehUl,  Thomas  Moove,  Gordon  8. 
(amlbrd,  T|iomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Nawton,  Joseph 
'earson,  Peter  B.  Portor>  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
(atthias  Richi^rds,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane, 
Srastus  Root»  John  Ross,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Lemnel 
lawyer,  John  A.  Scudder,  Ebeneaer  Sea^er^  AdaB> 
leybert,  Samnel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
lamuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard .  Stafford, 
ahn  Stanley,  Uri  Tracyt  Charles  Tamer,  junior* 
tobert  Weakley,  Robert  WhitohUl,  and  Robt.'Wri^t. 

And  sd  the  aaid  bill  wms  rejeeted ;  tw^thirds 
f  tha  Houae  not  agreeing  to  pass  the  saiaa. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

.Mr.  P.  B.  PoBTBB,  from  the  oommiuae  to  whom 
ras  referred,  on  the  twenty  •fifth  ukiino,.the  me- 
lorial  of  the  Btockbolders  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Jaited  States,  madeihe  following  report,  which 
ras  reail :  . 

*'  The  committee  to  whom  waa .  reftned  tfaaaieino- 
ial  of  the  Stoekholdara  of  the  Bank  of  tha  United 
Uates,  report : 

"That  th^. have  carefully  examined  tho  vanoaa 
Qstters  set  forth  in  the. said  memorial,  and  attentiYely 
istened  to  the  representations  of  the  gentlemen  who 
lave  appeared  in  behalf  o(  the  said  petitioners.  The 
'bject  of  the  memorialists,  is  to  obtain  extension  of 
heir  corporate  powers  beyond  the  period  limited  for 
he  expiration  o(  their  charter,  so  as  to  enable  them  to 
irosecote  for  their  debts,  and  to  arrange,  liquidate,  and 
lose  the  Marions  concerns  of  the  company. 

**  The  committee  afv  of  opinion  that  a  law  of  Con- 
press,  grsnting  the  powers  prayed  for,  would  facSttate 
be  final  adjustment  of  the  a^urs  of  the  bank,  although 
h^  do  not  think  such  a  law  Indkpensable  to-  that  ob- 
set.  But  believing,  as  your  committee  do,  that,  in 
Snoting  the  original  charter  to  the  stoakholders,  Cpn- 
Item  tranacended  the  legitimate  powers  of  the  Consti- 
tttion ;  the  same  objection  now  pieaa&ts  ilself  to  the 
» tension  of  any  of  their  corporate  capaoitiea. 

"  If  the  committee  bad  time  to  go  into  tha  inTestiga- 
tiont  and  to  present  to  the  House  the  varions  reaaona 
ahich  have  conduced  to  this  opinion,  it  would  be  more 
than  uveless  to  divert  its  attention  from  the. important 
}oiicems  of  the  nation,  at  thia  lata  period  of  tha  sea- 


sion«  Id  a  ankgect  which,  bnt »  few  dagpa 
^ully  and  elaborately  diacnssed. 

They  tharefoia  bag  laaye  io  introduce  the  followug 
resolution : 

*<  B^9ok)edf  That  that  prayer  of  the  memorialiata  ought 
not  to  be  granted." 

The  Hoaae  agreed  to  meet  to-morrow,  (being 
Sttoday.) 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  six  o'clock  thia 
evening. 

Mabch  2 — &  &dodt  p,  m. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied 
with  sundry  statementa,  prepared  in  obedience  to 
the  act  to  establish  a  Mint,  and  regulating  the 
coins  of  the  United  States;  which  were  read. 

The  SPBAKaft  also  laid  before  the  House  a  let- 
ter froo^  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit* 
ling  a  statement  of  fines,  pebaliies,  and  forfei- 
turea,  and  of  exp^^naes  attendiqg  proaecutioas  un- 
der the  embargo  and  aon-iatercoucse  laws;  which 
were  read. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  forthe  relief  of  Riebard 
Tervin  and  otbera,  being  the  same. bill  as  that 
retomed  by  (hePresfdent,  with  the  exeeption  of 
the  objeciionabt^  section  respecting  the  chu^h 
ekim,  was  road  three  times,  and  paaaed. 

ind;an  treaties. 

The  House  went  taco  Committee  of  the  Whole 
oa  the  bill  asking  appropriations  for  earrying 
into  effect  a  .treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Great  and  Little  Osage  Iikliaoa. 

Mr.  Waaslbt  moved  an  amendment  appro- 
priating a.  sum  of  money  for  extinguishing  the 
Indian  title  to  certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessea.'^MotteD-  lost,,  47  to  2&. 

The  Cojnmittee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill.  ' 

Mr.  WcAKLBT  renewed  his  motion  in  the  House 
in  the  following  form :  "  that  a  sum  not  exceed- 
^  iag  ten  thousand  dollars,  be  and  is  hereby  ap- 
'  propriaied  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  ex- 
'  pense  of  holding  n  treaty  with  the  Cliiekasi^w 
'  nation  of  Indians,  for  extinguishing  claims  to 
<  lands  in  the  Statea  of  Tennesaee  and  Kentucky." 
.The  motion  was  supported  by  Mesars.  Barut, 
McKiE,  and  WsAUiET;  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Stdrgbs  and  Key. 

Mr.  Gardenieu  moved  the  previous  question 
on  the  amendment,  which  was  determined  in  the 

affinnatis^ie* 

Mr.  Q.  proceeded  to  debate. 

The  Spgakeb  deelaled  the  deciaion  of  the 
House  to  be,  that  debate  could  not  take  place  on 
the  question  now. 

Mr.  GARDENiBa  appealed  from  the  Speaker's 
decision,  which  waa  affirmed— yeas  63,  nays  36, 
as  follows : 

YBAS-Joaenh  Allan,  Lemoal  J.  Alston,  WtUia  Ala- 
ton,  junior,  WiUiam  Anderson,  David  Bard,  WiUiam 
T.  Barry,  BurwaU  Basaatt,  Adam  Boyd,  WUiiam 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,, Matthew  Clay,  JohnClopton, 
James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutta, 
Joaeph  Deaha,,  WUliam  Findley,  Meahack  Franklin, 
BarvUai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomaa  Ghela^a, 
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Petonon  Goodwjii,  Witliaoi  HeliM,  Junei  Helland* 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  JohnaoQ,  Willi  am  Kennedy, 
John  Love,  Aaron  Ljle,  Alexander  McKim,  WiUiam 
McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  MUier,  Samuel  L.  MitehUl, 
John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newfon,  John  Nieh- 
olson,  John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania*  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samnel  Ring* 
gold,  John  Roane,  Erastas  Root,  John  Roes,  Ebcnezer 
Sage,  John  A.  Scudder,  Ebenexer  Seaver,  Adam  Sey- 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  White- 
hill,  Robert  Witherspoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Na'ts — Abijah  Blgelow,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  Epaphroditus  Cham- 
pion, Martin  Chitteuden,  John  Dawson,  William  Ely, 
Barent  Gardenier,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel 
Heister,  Jonethan  H.  Hubbard, Ebenexer  Huntington, 
Richard  Jackson,  jun..  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knick- 
erba^er,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr^  (Matthew  Lyon,  Wilttam 
Milnor,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr*, 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanlbrd,  John 
Stanley,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Nicholas 
Van  Dyke,  ArehibaM  Van  Horn,  KiUian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Labao  Wheaton,  E^kiel  Whitman,  and 
Jtmea  Wilson. 

Mr.  Wbaklbt's  ameodmeDt  was  then  negt- 
tived— 51  10  42. 

An  engrossed  bill  makioe  appropriations  for 
carrying  loto  effiict  a  treaty  between  the  Uoit^d 
Ststea  and  the  Great  and  Linle  Osage  Dattona  of 
IndiaQB,  concluded  at  Fort  Clarke,  on  the  tenih 
of  November^  1808,  was  read  the  third  time. 

RemAved^  That  the  aaid  bill  do  pass,  and  that 
the  title  be  ''An  act  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  United 
Sutes  and  the  Great  and  Little  Osage  nations  of 
Indians,  concluded  at  Fort  Clarke,  on  the  tenth 
day  of  Nof  ember,  1808,  and  for  other  porposes." 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  btii  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
^*An  act  in  addition)  to  the  ^  act  to  regulate  the 
laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland, 
in  Maryland,  to  the  Stale  of  Ohio.  The  bill  was 
reported  without  an  amendment;  which  was 
concurred  in  by  the  Honse,  and  the  amendment 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  «nd«  together  with  the 
bill,  be  read  the  third  time  to^ay. 

VOLUNTEER  CORPS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  authori- 
zing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accept 
the  services  of  a  corps  of  volunteers  not  exceed* 
.  log  50,000  men. 

Mr.  Root  said  the  provisions  of  it  were  im- 

Sracticable,  and  conid  not  be  made  to  harmonize. 
ly  the  first  section  the  President  was  authorized . 
to  accept  -the  service  of  volunteers  who  should 
associate  theihselves  into  companies,  the  officers 
of  which  were  to  be  appointed  in  a  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  States.  From  various  companies 
most  be  selected  a  section  to  each  to  form  oi»e 
company  of  the  volunteers,  who  could  not  be  or- 
ganised till  the  States  should  pass  laws  to  carry 


this  bill  into  effect.  He  presumed  there  wum 
State  in  the  Union  which  had  at  preseot  pi«d 
laws  for  this  amalgamation  of  companiei  Ac 
Mr.  R.  pointed  out  what  he  deemed  other  ism- 
gruities  in  the  bill.  He  said  it  contained  valnble 
provisions  without  providing  the  meaos  of  earn- 
ing ihem  into  effect;  and  it  was  too  late io 'it 
session  to  attempt  to  remodel  the  law.  Hethcn^ 
fore  moved  that  the  Committee  ri^e. 

Mr.  Dawson  s[)oke  of  the  present  sitoaiins 
the  country  as  being  critical.  A  great  mijviir 
of  the  House  had  formerly  agreed  to  prori$:« 
similar  to  those  cotoained  in  this  bill.  Ifut 
House  were  to  refuse  now  to  pass  it,  tliey  v&tii 
leave  the  President  destitute  of  means,  &&,&l 

Mr.  TAbLHADOc  coincided  with  Mr.  Rooii:! 
to'the  details  of  this  bill,  and  was  proeeetiia«t^ 
debate  the  merits  of  the  bill.  The  Cbairmafii;^ 
prized  him  that  on  a  motion  for  the  CommiUKi 
rise,  the  merits  could  not  be  debated. 

The  question  on  the  Committee's  risiofn 
determined  in  the  affirmative,  and  they  ircren* 
fused  leave'' to  sit  again. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^A&aeiii 
addition  to  the  act  to  regulate  the  laying  ooiu< 
making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State c^ 
Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,"  was  read  tit 
third  time,  and  passed  as  amended. 
DISTRICT  JUDGES. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for  on  ib 
bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the  Jsdfes  ^ 
the  District  of  Columbia — 

Mr.  ClciiiGT  moved  that  it  be  lodefiaitiiT  pod 
poned.  The  reason  he  assigned  was,  that  i» 
salaries  of  the  Judges  of  the  United  Sutes  vd 
a  matter  to  be  acted  ^n  generally,  and  not  ^^ 
cially.'  If  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  in  this  D» 
trict  were  raised,  so  otight  those  in  other  distnca 
and  not  in  this  alone. 

Mr.  MiLNOB  spoke  against  postponefflest  t 
was  no  reason,  because  other  Judges  did  oot^^ 
eetve  enough  compensation,  that  a  seffieteixT 
should  be  withheld  from  the  Judges  of  this  D» 
trict.  It  was  impossible,  he  said,  for  a  raao  ^ 
maintain  himself  decently  for  $1,600  a  par  a 
the  District ;  the  business  of  the  District  was  rr^ 
extent ve,  employing  the  Judges  a  great  prcpr 
tion  of  their  time. 

Mr.  KsY  opposed  the  motion  for  postpooeoKs: 
He  spoke  of  the  good  character  and  coodQcttf 
the  Judges,  the  laboriousness  of  their  duty,  ^t 
courts  beioff  twenty  weeks  in  the  year  in  coasts 
session,  besides  as  much  time  nearly  occopifd^ 
their  chambers  in  the  duties  of  their  office. 

Mr.  Roaa  was  in  favor  of  the  postpooeseat 
Inadequate  as  the  salary  was  represeated,  ^ 
was  never  any  difficulty  in  procnring  persoostolk 
the  vacancies  in  ease  of  resignation.  If  there  w 
no  difficulty  in  fiUing  the  offices,  what  moral  o^^ 
gation  was  there  to  increase  the  salaries? 

Mr.  LivBHMOM  and  Mr.  Alstoh  spoke  )d^ 
vor  of  indefinite  postponement,  and  Mr.  Gaibk* 
NivR  against  it. 

The  motion  for  indefinite  postpoDeroent  ^ 
negatived,  ayes  30;  and  the  tlouse  rehired  it' 
sen  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  biH- 
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An  addition  of  $200  was  made  to  the  salary  of 
be  Chief  Jodge,  and  $400  to  that  of  the  Associate 
udjesr 

Mr.  Clt7tN0T  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
9^;  ''And  that  the  District  Judges  of  the  United 
States,  in  each  and  erery  district  of  the  United 
Slates,  shall  each  and  every  one  receive  the  sum 
of  $400  yearly,  in  addition  to  the  compensation 
heretofore  allowed  by  law." 

The  motion  was  lost,  ayes  12. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bilT  as 
mended. 

Mr.  QuiNOT  renewed  the  motion  he  had  ansuc- 
'ssfully  made  in  Committee;  which  was  again 
egatived. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  heading,  54  to 
).  and  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time  and 
issed. 
Adjourned  until  to-morrow  mornings  ten  o'clock. 


SniiDAV,  Mirch  3. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
le  Whole  on  the  bill  to  remit  certain  fines,  pen- 
ties,  and  forfeitures.  The  bill  was  reported 
ith  amendments  thereto ;  which  were  read,  and 
incurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  oraered 
>  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  th«  House 
lat  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled 
An  act  concerning  invalid  pensioners,"  with  an 
pendment,  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
*  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
'the  Whole  on  the  bill  allowing  additional 
)mpensation  to  the  Postmaster  General.  The 
n  was  reported  with  an  amendment  thereto; 

bich  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  the 
11  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
me  to  day. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
le  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
linifie.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
lent,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  jead  the 
iird  time  to-day. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
r  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieu- 
iaant  Colonel  William  Dent  Beall.  The  bill 
ras  reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
e  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-day. 

An  engrossed  bill  allowing  additional  compen- 
iiioD  to  the  Postmaster  General  was  read  the 
lird  time^  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garlaro,  the  several  orders 
r  the  day,  except  the  bill  providing  for  the  more 
Sectnal  accountability  of  persons  intrusted  with 
ublic  moneys,  the  bills  from  the  Senate,  and  the 
Dgrossed  bills,  were  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
r  the  Whole  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  more 
SV-ctual  accountability  of  persons  intrusted  with 
(iblic  moneys;  and.after  some  time  spent  there- 
i,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

An  engrossed  hill  to  remit  certain  nnes.  forfeit- 
res,  and  penalties,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
issed. 


An  engrossed  bill'  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
Mintfie  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  William  Dent  Beall  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the^Senate  have  appointed  a  committee  on 
their  part,  jointly,  jivith  such  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  wait 
on  tne  President  of  the  United  States,  andiuform 
bim  of  the  proposed  recess  of  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ringgol'o, 

jRemdced,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  au- 
thorized to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
House,  to  James  Claxton,  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  for  his  services  durinir  thrx  session; 
and  to  Efextfus  Spalding,  John  Phillips,  George 
Cooper,  Richard  Stewart,  George  N.  Thomas, 
and  Michael  Sanford,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars 
each,  in  additijon  to  their  usual  compensations. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  bills  from  the  Sen- 
ate, entitled  **  An  act  making  further  provision 
for  the  Corps  of  Engineers;"  ^an  act* concerning 
the  communication  by  water  along  the  northern 
confines  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur* 
poses;"  *^an  act  authorizing  a  subscription  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  to  the  stock  of  the 
Ohio  Canal  Company,"  be  severally  postponed 
indefinitely. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolo- 
tion  of  the  Senate  appointing  a  joint  committee 
to  inform  the  President  of  the  proposed  recess  of 
Congress ;  and  the  same  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House;  and  Messrs.  Garlano  and  Anoerson 
were  appointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  this 
House.  * 

The  Speaker  presented  to  the  House  a  peti- 
tion of  the  mechanics  and  manufacturers,  in  Ma- 
son county,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  praying 
that.  Congress  may  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
encourage  and  protect  the  various  manufacturing 
establishments  within  the  United  States.— *Laj3 
on  the  table. 

EXTRA  SESSION 

Mr.  MoifTQOMERT,  aAcr  adverting  to  the  un- 
certainty of  rhe  present  state  of  our  foreign  affairs, 
and  the  temporary  nature  of  the  provisions  ex- 
isting in  relation  to  them,  offered  the  following 
resolution  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  fixing  by  law  an  earlier  day  for 
the  meeting  of  Congress  than  the  1st  Monday  in  De- 
cember next,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Potter  opposed  it  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  impossible  for  Congress  to  foresee  a  certain 
necessity  for  their  meeting.  If  it  should  occur, 
the  President  was  invested  with  the  power  to 
convoke  Congress  at  his  discretion. 

Mr.  Love  was  also  opposed  to  the  resolution 
even  for  inquiry.  He  could  see  no  pressing  oc- 
casion for  an  extra  session ;  and  the  convening  of 
Congress  would  be  productive  of  great  expense, 
and  of  great  personal  inconvenience  to  the  mem- 
bers ;  and,  although  he  himself  should  not  be  a 
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neml^r  of  th«  nest  Congrew,  he  felt  for  ihoM 
who  would. 

Mr.  LivBRMOBE  was  opposed  to  the  resolmion. 
He  said  he  could  90t  eee  why  houorable  gentle- 
meo  were  so  anxious  for  an  extra  session.  Had 
thejr  passed  some  aet  the  operation  of  which  they 
were  afraid  of;  and  did  tbey  therefore  wish  to 
be  here?  If  so,  they  had  belter  save  themselves 
the  trouble  by  immediately  repealing  the  act. 
The  President  already  had  the  power  tocall  Con* 
gress;  and  be  hoped  gentlemen  did  not  wish  to 
takeaway  from  him  the  responsibility  of  jconven- 
JDff  them  or  opt,  as  he  should  thinlt  proper, 

Mr.  TaoDP  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  It 
was  true  that  an  extra  session  would  be  attended 
with  great  personal  inconvenience  to  himself;  but, 
however  great,  he  was  willing  to  incur  it  to  avoid 
a  very  great  national  evil.  He  wa:)  fully  T>er- 
saad^d,  considering  the  present  state  of  our  foreign 
relations,  tbat  there  ought  to  be  a  session  of  Con- 

5Tes8  before  the  period  fixed  by  the  Constitution 
oc  the  annual  meeting  of  Congress. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  Mr. 
MoNTOOMEnv's  resolution. 
For  the  resolutioil  29 ;  against  it  50. 

INDIANA  TERRITORY. 

The  bill  from  the  Seoate  for  the  extension  of 
suffrage  in  the  Indiana  territory,  was  taken  op. 

The  first  seetion  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Bibb  said  it  contained  a  principle  on  which 
he  could  not  consent  to  act.  m  was  sensible  of 
the  inconveoiences  under  which  the  people  of  the 
Territory  labor;  that  they  are  deprived  of  many 
rights,  but  the  same  deprivation  of  rights  exist! 
in  all  the  Territories.  At  present  it  was  penal  to 
settle  on  the  public  lands.  By  the  operation  of 
this  section^  persons  so  settling  contrary  to  law 
W(re  permitted  to  vote^^a  premium  was  thus 
given  for  violations  of  the  law.  That  objection 
was  sufficient,  if  there  was  no  other. 

Mr.  jENNtNGS  said,  that  the  section  was  predi- 
cated upon  a  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  Territory  he  bad  the  honor  to  represent,  and 
it  was  the  request  therefore  of  the  freeholders 
only,  who  must  be  considered  as  having  acted 
deliberately  and  from  disinterested  motives.  He 
was  loth  to  deuiin  the  Committee,  when  there 
were  important  subjects  to  be  acted  upon,  and 
that  too  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session*  He 
considered  the  principle  contained  in  the  first 
section  of  the  bill  to  be  undeniably  correct.  Mr.  J. 
said  that  the  citizens' of  the  Territory  were  nearly 
all  emigrants  from  the  States^  that  they  took  with 
them  all  the  ideas  and  feelings  with  respect  to 
their  liberty  and  rights  with  which  they  were  im- 
pressed when  citizens  of  the  States  from  whence 
they  respectively  emigrated ;  and,  that  he  could 
not  believe  that  they  were  less  qualified  to  exer- 
cise  their  rights  in  a  proper  manner,  since  they 
became  subject  to  a  Territorial  Government,  than 
when  they  were  citizens  of  any  of  the  States. 

Other  gentlemen  expressed  their  opinions  on 
the  snhject.  ■ 

Mr.  fiiBB  moved  to  ardend  the  section  by  add- 
ing the  following :  **  except  such  persons  shall 


settle  thereon  contrary  to  laWj^  and  co&tinse  k 
reside  thereon  without  permission  of  the  Uniitd 
States." 

Mr.  Janftiifaa  observed  that,  by  a  law  d  tkt 
United  States,  many  of  those  who  wereseitU 
upon  the  public  lands  had  obtained  permitiia 
from  the  registers  of  the  laod  office  ie  which  iW 
respectively  resided,  and  that  it  would  bediflbt 
to  distinguish  who  W4:re,  or  who  were  Bot  setua 
on  the  public  lands  coutrarv  to  law.  It  wodi 
therefore,  be  extremely  hard  to  deprive  a  |ns 
number  of  the  citizens  of  the  right  which  UKf 
wereianxious  to  obtain,  merely  for  the  purpwi 
preventing  a  few,  whom  the  geoileinaD  (m 
Georgia  conceived  to  be  illegal  settlers  npoatk 
public  laotts,  from  voting. 

Mr«  Rbba  of  Tennessee  opposed  the  amei^ 
menu  He  said  that  everyone  liable  tomiljii 
dutjr  ought  to  vote.  Those  persons  perfore^ 
militia  duty,  and  were,  in  his  opinion,  eotiik: 
vote. 

The  ameodment  tnas  JbsL 

Mr.  Jeniiinob  said  tbat  he  had  iatrodocciiK 
fourth  section  in  the  bill,  from  ideas  he  ais- 
tained  that  every  man  who  acted  as  a  \t^ 
ought  to  stand  upon  indepeodent  and  disk.? 
esied  ground.  That  the  clause  of  the  neoa 
which  went  to  disqualify  any  person  hoU\^l^ 
office  of  profit  under  the  Governor  (jasuce  s 
the  peace,  dbc,  excepted)  from  being  eligiNia 
the  office  pf  a  member  of  the  Legislatire  Cos> 
cil,  or  House  of  Representatives,  or  asaDeIe|i8 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Sutes  foe  »f 
Territory,  until  such  office  should  berrsigoci 
was  intended  to  prevent  the  bartering  of  o& 
for  the  purpose  of  indaeiog  support  toaBfca- 
didate,  who,  at  the  time  of  being  a  canW 
should  hold  anjy  office  of  profit  except  socb  a^ff 
excepted  in  this  bilL  ^uch  a  disqaalificam=: 
far  as  it  goes,  will  have  an  equal  operation  tfs 
every  citizen  of  the  TerritorjTj  while  it  »oy 
lead  to  pure  and  disinterested  legislation,  aiKi^ 
erate  as  a  barrier  against  anjy  improper  b!t!< 
encroachment  upon  the  elective  fraoebise.  ^ 
he  said,  a  kind  of  silent  legislation  bad  N<i? 
sorted  to,  in  order  to  impress  upon  the  mlv^i 
the  members  of  this  House  that  he  waslfgi^ 
ting  to  disqualifv  his  competitor,  if,  iodeeti> 
had  but  one.  This  was  a  secret  mode  ofi» 
peaching  the  motives,  of  a  legislator.  He  ** 
not  in  the  habit  of  impeaching  the  motires; 
any  member,  nor  did  he  wish  the  moiiv^' 
which  he  was  actuated  to  be  misrepresesii^ 
But,  any  person  could  qualify,  himself  as  a  1?^ 
lator  by  resigning  an  office  of  profit,  which, .« 
J.  conceived,  he  should,  when  he  became  a  ctf 
didate  to  represent  the  people.  He  was  nottes^ 
cious,  however,  for  the  principle  coniaioeii^ 
this  section,  if  it  ijvoold,  in  any  measure,  pre^^ 
the  passage  of  the  first  sectipn  of  the  bill  » 
therefore,  moved  that  the  section  be  strickeo  o( 

Mr.  HopTY  opposed  the  motion  to  strike  ^"^ 
He  could  see  see  nothing  improper  in  the  sect.^ 
and  hoped  the  motion  would  not  be  agreed  i^ 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  bill** 
then  passed. 
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Evening  Sitting. 

he  bills  from  the  Senate  were  called  a  p. 
'he  bill  auihoriziog  the  President  to  accept 
services  of  a  corps  of  volunteers,  not  exeeed- 
fiftj  tboqsftnd  men,  was  mentioned. 
Ir.  Dawson  hoped  the  House  would  tnke  up 
bill.     Tbejr  had  determined  there  should  not 
in  extra  session,  and  it  was  incumbent  on  them 
lo  some  thing  to  provide  for  defence, 
fr.  Lyon  said  he  had  frequently  vot^d  for  sneh 
B  when  there  was  no  prospect  of  war;  and  now, 
en  we  were  going  into  war.  and  giving  the 
vocation  ourselvesj  he  was  or  opinion  it  ought 
le  passed. 

rhe  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed- 
rbe  bill  for  laying  out  a  certain  road  in  pur- 
nee  of  the  Treaty  of  Brownstown  was  next 
led  up. 

dr.  QoLD  spoke  in  favor  of  considering  it,  and 
•  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed, 
rhe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Campbell 
B  next  in  order. 

Idr.  MiLKOB  and  Mr.  Montgombbt  spoke  in 
ror  of  taking  it  up. 

rhe  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely 
IS  negatived. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  certain 
rtificates  and  pensions  came  next  upon  the 
[)is. 

Mr.  Wbitmar  and  Mr.  Johnson  spoke  in 
ror  of  it. 

The  votes  were,  for  postponement,  39 ;  against 
39. 

Another  count  beio^  called,  there  were,  for 
istponement,  33 ;  against  it,  38. 
Another  count  being  called — for  postponement 
I;  against  it,  38. 

The  SPBAKfia  decided  the  question  in  the  af- 
rmative. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 


this  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Campbell.  Messrs  Milnob,  Finolbt,  and  Picc- 
MAN,  supported,  and  Mr.  Root  opposed  it. 

A  conudentiar  message  from  the  Senate  caused 
the  C(>mmittee  to  rise  before  the  bill  was  gone 
through'  with,  and  the  discussion  of  it  was  not^ 
resumed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smiub, 

Betolvedy  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be 
presented  to  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  in  testimony  of 
their  approbation  of  his  conduct  in  the  discharge 
of  the  arduous  and  important  duties  assigned  to^ 
him  while  in  the  Chair. 

The  Speakbr  then  made  his  acknowledgments 
to  the  House  in  the  following  words : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houee  of  RqpreeeniaHveB  .• 

1  acknowledge,  with  grateful  sensibility,  the  aid  yoa 
have  aflbrdfld  me  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
Speaker.  Year  approbation  of  my  oondact  in  the  im- 
portant ofiioe  yoa  have  been  pleased  to  nanga  me.  af- 
fords me  very  gnat  consolation;  and  peripit  me  to 
aiBore  you,  gentlemen,  that  yoa  have  mv  most  ardent 
wishes  for  your  individual  prosperity  and  happiness. 

I  Mr.  BuBWBLL  ofiered  a  resolution  requiring  the 
proper  officers  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  Congress, 
at  their  next  session,  a  statement  of  all  persons 
who  receive  money  from  the  public  Treasury, 
and  the  amounts  they  receive  repectively. 

Mr.  Stanlbt  gave  his  hearty  support  to  the 
motion,  and  Mr.  Alston  and  Mr.  Eppbs  sug- 
gested an  amendment  of  it. 

At  this  moment,  Mr.  Gabland,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  for  the  purpose,  reported  that 
they  bad  waited  on  the  President  and  informed 
him  that  they  proposed  to  adjourn,  and  had  re- 
ceived for  answer  that  he  had  no  further  commu- 
nication to  make. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  and 
reciprocated,  that  they  were  about  to  adjourn } 
a  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  and  carried. 
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PXPXXBING,  WXRB  ORBBRXD  TO  BB  KBPT  BBCRMT,  AND  RBBPBCTINO  WHIOH  THB  HTJUNOZIOM 
07  BBOBBOT  WAS  AnXBWABDS  BBHOTBD  BT  QBDBB  07  THB  B01W& 


Tbitrbdat,  January  S,  1811. 

L  confidential  Message  was  reeeiyed  from  the 
•sident  of  the  Ooited  States ;  when  the  House 
s  cleared  of  all  persons  except  the  toember* 
I  the  Clerk,  and  the  said  Message  was  read, 
1  referred  to  a  select  committee,  cotd posed  of 

.  MONTOOMERT,  Mr.  CuTTS,  Mf.  W.  ALSTOIt, 

.  P.  B.  PoRTBR,  Mr.-  Gray,  Mr,  Ha?en,  Mr. 
rNTiNGTON,  Mr.  MiLLBR,  and  Mr.  Barry,  to. 
isider'and  report  thereoD.-^[See  Appendix.}' 


SATunnAY,  Jannary  5. 
The  House  beinff  cleared  of  all  persons  except 
e  members  and  Clerk,  on  a  mottoa  made,  and 
iTe  ffiven  by  the  House,  Mr.  Montgomery, 
>m  the  committee  appointed,  on  the  third  io-* 
iDt,  on  the  confidential  Message  of  the  Presi- 
Qt  of  the  United  StatesMiresented  a  bill  autbor- 
Dg  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  occupy 
e  territory  therein  mentioned,  and  fur  other 
irposes;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 


ne. 


A  motion  was  thvn  made  by  Mr.  Burwell, 
St  it  be  the  order  for  Monday  next;  and  the 
lestion  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  resoUed  Id 
e sffirmatiYe — yeas  80,  nays  37,  as  follows: 
Yeas — ^Joseph  Allen,  Lemuel  J,  Alston,  Bze* 
el  Bacon,  Burwell  Bas^ett,  William  W.  Bibb, 
bijah  Bigelow,  Daniel  Blaisdell.  JaYnes  Brecken- 
dge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  Wrl- 
im  Batler,  John  Campbell,  John  G.  Chamber- 
in,  William  Chamberiio^  Epanhroditus  Cham- 
OD,  Martin  Chittenden,  William  Crawford, 
:ichard  Cutts,  John  DaYettport,  jr.,  John  Daw- 
>Q,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Eniott, 
3hn  W.  Bppes,  William  Findley,  Meshaek 
raoklin,  Barzillat  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner, 
iharies  Goldsboroush,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  W*lliam 
Itle,  Nathaniel  A.  Haren,  Daniel  Heister,  Jona- 
)>D  H.  Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Richard 
>cksoQ,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins^  William  Kennedy, 
l^rman  Snicker  backer,  JostCph  Lewis,  jr.,  Rob- 
ft  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vin- 
ent  Matthew^  Archibald  McBr? de,  Pleasant  M. 
'l.iiier,  William  Miloor,  Samuel  L.  Mitctill,  Jere- 
aiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O,  Moseley,  Joseph  Pear- 
on, Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothir  Pitkin,  jr., 
oho  Porter,  Elisba  R.  Potter,  Jostah  Cluincy, 
oho  Rhea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthias  Richards, 
"hooias  Bamoaona,  John  A.  Scudder,  Adam  Sey« 


bert, Daniel  Sbefley, Dennis  Smelt,  Geonrc  Smitb| 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith.  Henry  Southard, 
Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephen- 
son, Lewis  B.  Storges.  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Thompson, 
George  M.  Troop,  Nicholas  Van.  Dyke,  Archi- 
bald Van  Horn^  Killian  K.  Vao  Rensselaer,  La- 
ban  Wheaton.  and  James  Wilson. 

Nay»— William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Joseph 
Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Jona- 
than* Pisk,  David  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Edwin  Gray,  James  Holland,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Tjhomas  Kenan,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKtm,  William 
McKiqley,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Gurdoo  S.  Mumford,  Thomaa 
Newton,  John  Nichobon,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  John  Smilie,  Uri  Tracy,  Robert  Weakley, 
Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Wither- 
spoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  from  the  same  committee, 
also  reported  a  joint  resolution,  which  is  in  the 
following  words,  to  wit : 

Taking  into  ^ew  the  present  state  of  the  world,  tha 
peculiar  dtuation  of  Spain ,  and  ef  her  Amerioan  Pro- 
vinces ;  the  mcknowleged  daim.  of  the  United  States 
oo  that  country*  for  indemnifications  of  great  magiuc 
tode,  and  the  intimate  relatioD  of  the  territory  eastward 
of  the  river  Perdido,  adjoiDing  the  aaid  States,  to  their 
security,  and  tranquillity ;  Thersfiwey 

Ruohed,  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Repreunim' 
Hvee  of  the  OkUed  Statee  of  America  in  Congree$  aa* 
eemkkd.  That  the  United  States  cannot  see,  with  la-- 
diflefence,  any  part  of  the  Spanish  Provinces  adjoining 
the  said  flttates  eastward  of  tne  river  Perdido,  pass  from 
the.  hands  of  Spain  into  those  of  any  other  foreign 
Power*  *         . 

Which  was  receired  and  read  the  first  time ; 
and,  on  motion,  the  said  resolution  was  read  the 
second  tlpne. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Stanley,  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
to  whom  was  referred,  this  day,  the  bill  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  occupy 
the  territory  therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;,  and  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it 
wtis  determined  in  the  negtitive. 

A  motion  was  then  then  made  by  Mr.  W.  Als- 
ton, that  It  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  to-day;  apd  the  question  being  taken 
tbereoD.  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
>        The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  said  resolution ;  and,af* 
ter  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose 
reported  progre:»  and  bad  Uave  to  sit  again. 


MoxfOAT,  Janaary  7. 

The  House  being  cleared  of  aH  persons  exeept 
the  members  and  the  Clerk,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  joiat 
resolution  reported  by  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  confidential  Message  of  the  Presi- 
deot  of  the  United  States  of  the  third,  instant; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Commit- 
ro^e  and  reported  an  amendment  thereto;  which 
wias  read :  and  on  the  question  thai  ilie  House  do 
now  concur  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
tlie  whole  House,  a  motion  was  made  by-  Mr, 
domcT,  that  the  said  report  and  resolution  do 
lie  on  the  tabl^;  and  the  question  being  taken 
thereon^  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Stajhfo«d, 
to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  pre- 
amble thereto,  which  is,  as  amended  by  the  Com* 
miitee  of  the  whole  House,  in  the  following  words, 
to  wit :  ^  Taking  into  view  the  present  state  of  the 
^  woridj  the  peculiar  situation  of  Spain  and  of  her 
^Amerioan  Provinces,  and  the  intimate  relation 

*  of  the  territory  eastward,  of  the  river  Perdido, 

*  adjoining  the  said  States,  to  their  security  and 
^  tranquiHity." 

And  debate  arising  thereon,  an  adjoiurnmant 
was  called  for.  and  carried. 

« 

Tdesdat,  January  8. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  which  was  de- 
pending and  nndetermined  at  the  time  of  adjourn- 
ment. The  question  being  again  stated  from  the 
Chair  on  striking  out  the  preamble  to  the  resolu- 
tion reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  a  division  of  the  same  warcalled.for;  and 
the  question  being  taken  on  striking  out,  it  was 
determined  in  the  neg«ttve-^yea»41,  nays .65,  as 
foUdws: 

YfiAS-^oseph  Allen,  Abijafa  Bigelow,  Daniai 
Blaisdeli,  James  Breck»nriuge,  John  C,  Cham- 
berlain, William  Chamberiin,  Mariio  Chittenden, 
James  Emott,  Jonathan  Pisk,  Daniel  ReiMer, 
Jonathan'  H.  I^abbard,  Bbeaecer  Huutingtbn, 
Richard  Jackson,  jr..  Robert  Jenkins,  Herman 
Kniekerbacker,  Josepn  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy 
Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent  Matthews. 
Archibald  McBryde,  William  Milnor,  Samuel  L. 
Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quiiicyi  Daniel  Shefiey,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talliaadge,  Nicholas 
Van  Dyke.  Laban  Wheatoo,  James  Wilson,  and 
Robert  Wneaton. 

NATs^Lemuel  J.  Alston,  William  Anderson, 
Bzekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William  T.  Barry, 


Borwell  Bassett.  William  W.  Bibl^RobenBrovL 
William  A.  Borwell,  William  Bader,  Jo^pb 
Calhoun,  Matthew  Q^f,  William  Onwfuri 
Richard  Cutt^.^h'n  Dawson,  Joseph De^ha,J4i 
W.  Eppes,  William  Fiodley,  Meshack  Fr^oklk 
Barzillai  Gkianett.  Gideon'  Gardner,  Dirid  s! 
Garland,  Thomas  Ohobon,  Edwin  QrafjNaihti- 
iel  A.  Haven,  James  Holland,  Richani  M.  Joho- 
son,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan.  William  Ka- 
nedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Aleiaoder  McKio, 
William  McKinley.  Pleasant  x\f.  Miller,  Jolit 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore. 
Gurdon  S.  Mum  ford,  Thomas  Newbold.  Tboam 
Newton,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  JohoRa 
of  Pennsylvania,  John*  Rhea  of  Tennessee.  Mti* 
thiaa  Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Joha  Rotu. 
Erast'tts  Root,  Ebeoezer  Sage  Lemuel  Savjer. 
John  A.  Scudder,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  ^• 
b^rt,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  Jobo  Soiiiit 
George  Scoith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Tbompui. 
George  M.  Troop,  Charles  Turner,  jr^  Koben 
WhitehUl,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wiik- 
spoon* 

The  question  then  recurred  on  concorriDfis 
the  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  oUIk 
a^bole  House,  proposing  to  strike  out  of  the{R- 
amble  the  followiog:  ^'the  aeknowbdeed  cliio 
of  the  United  States  on  that  country  for  ioJee- 
nifications  of  great  magnitude."  Aud  the  qQ»- 
tiun  being,  taken  thereon^^it  was  resulred  ini^ 
affirmative — ^yeas  89,  nays  21,  as  follows: 

YKA8-«iJoaeph  Alien,  William  AoderscB,Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  William  T.  Barry,  Borivell  fi»Mti, 
William  W.  Bibb,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel Bliit* 
dell,  Jamea  Breckenridge,  William  A  Buml 
William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  William  Cbas- 
berlin,  Epaphrodiius  Champion,  Martio  Cbiuei- 
deU)  JobA  Davenport,  juii«,  John  Daw:iO0.  Joseph 
Desha,  Jam^  Emott,  John  W.  Eppe«,  Wiiliaa 
Fiadley  Jonat^  Fi&k,  Meshack  Fraoklio,  Gtd- 
eon  CUrdner,  Thomas  R.  Gald,  Nsthaoiei  A. 
Haven.  Jonatnaii  H*  Hubbard,  Jacob  HaftfjEk- 
nezer  Huotingtod»  Richard  Jackson,  Joo^  Robeit 
Jenkina,  Richard  M^Johnaon,  Walter  Jones,  Tb 
mts  Kenan,  WilUam  Keooedvy  Herman  Koiel- 
erbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun^  Robert  Le  Rof  Lit- 
fngstoUy  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macoo,  VioceH 
Matthews,  Arckiiald  McBryde,  Ale2aoderM^ 
Kim,  William  Milnor,  Samuel  L.  Miiehill,  Ni- 
cholas R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Mot- 
row,  Jonathan  O.  |4oseley, .  Thomas  Newboii 
Thorny  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pi|' 
kin,  jun.,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  Josiah  Q^inoy,  John  Rea  of  Peaasftn' 
nia,  Matthias  Richants,  Samuel  iUaggold,  Siv- 
tus  Root,  Ebeoezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Juu 

A.  Scudder,  Etenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert. 
Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Smilie,  George  Smnk Jo» 
Sinitb,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Soaibard,  Rieha^ 
Sunford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stepheosoo,  uvu 

B.  Sturges,Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel Tax2«r^Bea- 

jamin  Tallmadge,  John  Thompson,  (^"  .\"f^' 
George  M.  Troup;  Charles  Turner.juDvNjchoU* 
Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,Cib»»  Whet- 
ton,  James  Wilsaa,  Robert  Witlieis^D,t&d  ^^ 
ert  Wright. 
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Nats— Leoiud  J.  Alston,  Davul  Bard,  Robert 
)rown.  Mauhmr  Clay,.  William  Crawford,  Bar- 
jllai  G^RQett,  Da?id  S..  Garland,  Tliotnas  Ghol- 
on,  EiUwia  Gray,  DaDiel  Heisur.  Jaoiea  Holland, 
bhn  Lore,  William  McKinley,Ptea«aDtM.  Mil- 
er,  Julvo  MontgoiQery,  Gurdoo  1^.  Mumfgrd.  John 
Ihea  of  Tennessee,  John  Roane,  Dennis  Smelt, 
lubert  Whiieiiill,  and  Richard  Wion, 

Pending  the  question,  ^  Shall  the  resolution  be 
DgrOKsed  for  a  third  reading?"  a  motion  was 
Bade  by  Mr.  ftuiNCT,  to  amend  the  resolotioo,  by 
trikiog  out  the  words  *^wilh  indifferaBoe,'^  forth* 
lurpose  of  inserting  the  wprdsi  '^witiiout  seriooa-in- 
[Qietade  \^  and  the  qoestioo  being  takes  thereon, 
\  was  determined  in  the  tti^tive. 

A  rootioa  was  mada  bv  Mr.  Baoor,  to  amend 
lie  preamble  lo  the  satd  resolotioa,  by  striking 
ut  the  word  ^  itaid,"  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
he  word  **Unitad  f^  and  the  question  being  taken 
hereon,  it  was  resolTod  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr,  Wriqbt,  to  amend 
lie  resolntienj  by  adding  the.foUowing  to  the  end 
lereof: 

Retolvedt  Thsl  the  Preaidenft  be  requested  to  make 
)ch  arraDgements  for  the  temporsTy  poMesston  of  any 
itt  of  Florida  east  of  t^  Petdida^  with  the  Spanish 
ithoiitiea,  that  be  may  think  neceisaiy  for  that  purw 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
etermioed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was.then  made  by  Mr.  STANPoan,  to 
mend  the  resolution,  by  .adding  the  following 
"ords  to  the  end  thereof:  "  And  that  the  Presi- 
ieot  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  ar- 
nogements  which  may  be  desired  by  the  Span*. 
»h  authorities,  be  authorized  to  take  temporary 
K>s.spssion  of  any  part  or  parts  of  the  said  Terri- 
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Ham  McKintey,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  'Mont- 
gomery, Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jer- 
emiah Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas 
New  bold,  Thomas  Na  wton,  John  Nicholson.  John 
porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  uf  Pennsylva- 
nia, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Rich  ards^ 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root, 
EUwoezer  Stage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scud* 
der;  Ebentzer  Sea  iter;  Adam  Seybert,  Samoel 
Shaw,  Detmb  Qtoelt,  John Bmilie,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Thompson,  Uri 
Tcacy^  George  M«  T'^PvChartes  Turner,  jun^ 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Wbitehill.Rich'd  Winn, 
Robert  Watherspoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

NATS'— Joaeph  Allen,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Bhiisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John  Campbell,. 
John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin,  Epa* 
phroditus  Champion.  Martin  Chittenden,  Juh« 
Davenport,  jua.,  William  Ely,  James Emott,  Jon* 
athaq  Fisk,  Charles  GtoUisborpugh,  Thomas  R«' 
Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Dan« 
iel  Qeister.  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Bbenezcr  Hun- 
tington, Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins^ 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Nathaniel  Maeoo,  Arohibald  McBryde,  Wuliam 
Miloory  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Moan-. 
lay,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  Jan., 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
^iney,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Riehard  Stanford,  Juhn 
Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TalU 
madge,  Nicholas  Tan  Ufke,  Archibal  i  Van  Horn, 
Kiilian  IC.  Van  RensseUer,  Laban  Wheaton,  and. 
James  Wilson. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Pitkin,  that 
the  further  censi4eration  of  the  resolution  be  post- 
poned until  to-morrow ;  and  the  question  being 
taken  thereqn,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative 
— vans  46,  nays  68,  as  follows ;  . 
,  YfiAS — ^Joseph  Allen,  Abijali  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Blatsdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John  Campbell, 
John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin,  Bpa« 

eirodttus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
avenport,  Jan.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jon« 
athan  Fisk,  Charley  Goldshorouffh,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jona- 
than H.  Hnbbard,  Ebenezer.  Huntington,  Richard 
Jackson,  jito.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Robert  Le  Rov  Livinnstoo,  Natnaniel  Macon, 
Archibald  Mcoryde,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Joseph'  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman, 
jun..  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun..  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Jo- 
siah^uincy,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Rich* 
ard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges. Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Tag^ 
gart^  Benjamin  Tallmadse,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke, 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  Kiilian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Laban  Wheaton,  and  James  WiUon. 

NATs^Lemnel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston, Job., 
William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
William  T.  Barry,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Burwell,  Wfllianl  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat* 
thew  Clay,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes^ 


ory 

A  question  of  order  being  made,  whether  the 
kotiou  of  the  geoUeman  from  North  Carolina, 
Ir.  Stanford,  was  in  order,  as  it  apparently  con- 
lined  the  principles  eaEibraced  by  the  amendment 
roposed  by  th6  gentleman  from  Maryland,  Mr. 
Bright,  the  Speaker  decided  that  it  was  not  in 
rder, 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Macon,  that 
le  said  resolution  do  lie  on  the  table;  and  the 
iiestian  being  taken  Ihereoa^  it  Uraa  determined 
I  the  negative. 

The  question  then  reeorred  on  the  enffroasiog 
te  resolution  for  a  third  reading;  and  the  same 
?lng  taken,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative-^ 
eas  74,  nays  47,  as  follows: 
Yeas — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston^  jun., 
iTilliam  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
iniliaiii  T.  Barry.  Burwell  Bassett.  William  W. 
ibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
lurwelk  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat- 
lew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford, 
Lichard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John 
V.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Mesback  Franklin, 
tarziltai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gkrdner,  David  S. 
frifland,  Thomas  GHiolson,  William  Helms,  Jas. 
lolls nd,Jaco  « HuAv,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Tho- 
las  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Johh  Love,  Aaron 
.yle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  MoKim,  WU-    William  Findley,  Meshaek  Fcankltn,  BaiziUai 

UthCoN.SdSfiss.— 36 
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Qannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  Garland, 
Thomas  Oholsoo,  William  Helma.  Janes  H')i- 
land  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  WH- 
liam  Kennedy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander,  Me- 
Kim,  William  McKinley,  Samael  L.  Mitchiil, 
John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford, , 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nteh- 
olson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias 
Richards,  Samuel  Ringf^old,  John  Roane,  Brastas 
Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A. 
Scudder,  Bbenezer  Beaver,  Adaoi  Sevbert,  Sam- 
uel Shaw,  Daniel  ShefieVi  Dennis  Smelt.  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tra- 
cy, George  &£  Troop,  Charles  Turner,  jon.,  Rob- 
ert Weakley,  Robert  Whitehili,  Robert  Wither- 
apoon,  and  Robert  Wright 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  said  res- 
olution do  pass,  as  amended  ;  and  resolved  in  the 
affirmatire— yeas  70,  nays  4^j  as  follows : 

YsAs^Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jun., 
William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
William  T.  Barry,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Burwell.  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  William  Crawford.  Richard  Cutu, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Bppes, 
William  Findley,  Mesback  Franklin,  Barzillat 
Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  Garland, 
Thomas  Gholsoo,  WiUiam  Helms,  James  Hol- 
land Jacob  Hufty.  Richard  M.Johnson.  Thomas 
Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Samuel  McKee,  Alei- 
ander  McKim,  William  Mc.Kinley,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jer- 
emiah Morrow,  Gurdon  S,  Mumford,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John 
Porter,  Peter  B»  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scud- 
der,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt  John  Smilie,  Geo.  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Thompson, 
Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup.  Charles  Turner, 
jpn.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Wbit^hill,  Richard 
Winn,  Robert  Withecspoon,and  Robert  Wright. 

NAYs^Joseph  Allen,  Abijah  Bigeiow,  James 
Breckenridge,  John  Campbell,  John  C.  Chamber- 
lain, William  Chamberhn,  Bpaphroditus  Cham- 
pion, Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jun., 
William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Chas. 
Goldsborouah,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Bbe- 
nezer  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson, Jun.,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Robert  Le  Rov  Liv- 
ingston, Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde, 
William  Milner,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph 
Pearson.  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  QpUincy,  Daniel  Sheffay.  Richard  Stan* 
ford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Beoiamin  Tallmad^e, 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Arehibald  Van  Horn,  Kil- 
Uan  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wbaaton,  and 
James  Wilson. 

A  motion  waa  made  by  Mr.  MoNTooiuaT, 


that  a  commrttee  be  appointed  to  carry  ibe  nii 
resolution  to  the  Senate ;  and  the  qaeMioo  twiag 
taken  thereon,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmaiiit 
Mr.  MoNTOOMEBY  80 d  Mr.  Ctrrra  were  if- 
pointed  a  committee,  in  pursuance  of  the  aid 
resolution. 


Thurbdat,  January  10. 

The  House  being  cleared  of  all  persoai  ntffH 
the  meitabers  and  the  Clerk,  a  oonfideotial  n» 
sa^e  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by  their eoa* 
mt tee,  as  follows: 

Mr,  Speaker:  The  Seqate  have  pssed  sbiii 
entitled  '*Ao  act  to  enable  the  Presideai  of  Ui 
United  States,  under  certain  ^oaiingeocics.  to 
take  possession  of  the  country  lying  east  of  ike 
river  Perdido^  and  aouth  of  the  State  orGfOf|n 
and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for  other  pw* 
poses;"  in  which  bill  they  desire  the coocurreott 
of  this  House. 

The  House  then  proceeded  lo  tbeconsidentin 
of  the  .  bill  from  the  Senate ;  which  was  mi 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Comoiittee  of  ik 
Whole  this  day. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  intoa  Comaitf 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill;  aod,  ito 
some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  SpEAKEa  resBnei 
the  Cbair,  and  Mr.  Bassbtt  reported  that  ttt 
Committee  of  the  Whole  have  had  under  eat 
sideration  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  eoaUe  rk 
President  of  the  United  States,  under  eatM 
contingencies^  to  take  possession  of  the  contrr 
lying  east  of  the  river  Perdido,  and  sooihof  itte 
Sute  of  Gtforgia  and  the  Mississippi  TkhioT^ 
and  for  other  purposes^-and  have  agreed  totk 
same,  without  amendment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  convideratiooflf 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole;  u^ 
debate  arising,  an  adjournment  was  called  k 
and  carried.  .     . 


FaioAT,  January  11. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  i^ 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  na^ 
yesterday;  and  on  the  question  that  the  Huo« 
do  now  concur  in  the  report  of  the  Commituea 
the  Whole— 

A  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Taoop  to  ana^ 
(he  bill  bv  striking  out  all  the  first  seeiioo  tbef^ 
of,  after  the  enacting  clausei  for  the  parpoieoi 
inserting  the  following : 

"That  the  President  of  the  United  SCstes  bt.i>^ 
he  is  hereby,  anthoriaed  lo  take  pooseasien  snd  oeciff 
all  or  any  part  of  the  tarriiory  tying  east  of  the  rmr 
Perdido,  and  sonth  of  the  Stale  of  Georgia  tod  Ai 
Mississippi  Tofritory,  in  case  arrangeueot  haa  ^ 
or  shall  be  made  with  the  local  eathoritj  of  tha  aiid 
Teiritoiy,  at  the  desire  of  the  said  anthoritj,  kr  dcIl^ 
ering  op  the  pnaasaaion  of  the  same,  or  any  part  tharf* 
o(  to  the  United  Stotes." 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  bf 
Mr.  Raaa ;  and  the  question  being  tskro  <» 
striking  qui,  it  was  determined  in  the  oegiiiv^ 
ycaa  ^f  nays  M,  aa  foUowa: 
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SuppUmenUU  JaUtrmd, 


Yba8 — J<Mf  pb  Alleo,  Abijftli  Bifcelow,  Daniel 
31a ixdell,  James  Breekenridge«  William  A..Bur- 
gpell,  John  Campbell,  J.  C.  Chamberlain,  Wm. 
Chamberlib,  Epaphroditas  Champion,  Martin 
Dliitteod^n,  J.imes  Cochran,  John  Darenport,  jr., 
IVilliam  Ely,  Jas.  EmoU.  Jonathan  Fisk,  Charles 
GroIJsborouffh,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hate, 
Vacbaoiel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan 
[I.  Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Richard 
fackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins.  Herman  Knicker- 
»cker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liv- 
ogston,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent  Matthews, 
l^rchibald  McBryde,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan 
}.  Moseley^  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson, 
3eDJamin  Pickman,  ^un^  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun«, 
Stisha  R.  Potter,  JoMab  Q^aincy,  Daniel  Sbeffey, 
fobn  Smith,  Heory  Southard,  Richard  Stanforil, 
fohn  Stanley,  James  Siepbeoson,  IjowisB.  Stor- 
[ess,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjlimin 
Paltmadge,  Qeorge  M.  Troup,  Nicholas  Van 
)yke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Vau 
teosselaer.  Laban  Wheaton,  and  James  Wilson* 

Nats— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  Jun., 
William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Darid  Bard, 
iVilliam  T.  Barry,  Borwell  Bassett,  William 
i¥.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  William 
I^rawford,  Richard  Cnlts^ohn  Dawson.  Joseph 
3esha,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Me- 
back  Franklin,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gard- 
ter,  Dayid  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholsoo,  Edwin 
3ray,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Jacob 
lofty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Thos. 
Cenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron 
ivle,  Alexander  McKim,  William  McKio ley, 
feasant  M.  Miller,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas 
I.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Harden  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  John 
(icholson,  John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylra- 
lia,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards^ 
lamuei  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Eraatns  Root, 
itbenezer  Sage,  Thos.  Sammons,  Lemuel  Saw- 
'er,  John  A.  Soudder,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam 
Seybert,  Dennis  Smelt  Geo.  Smith.  Uri  Traey, 
Dharles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert 
¥hitehill,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Witberspoon, 
ittd  Robert  Wright. 

Consequently,  the  said  motion  was  rejected. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bacon,  to  amend 
he  bill  by  striking  out  the  third  section  thereof, 
or  the  purpose  of  inserting  the  following : 

**And  be  ii  further  enaeiedf  That  after  the  pOMe*- 
ion  antboriiea  by  this  act  shall  have  been  taken  bj 
he  President  of  the  United  ButM,  the  inhabitaato 
hereof  shall  continue  under  the  jarisdiction  of  the 
ocal  government  heretofore  established,  or  which  may 
lereafter  be  adopted  therein,  and  the  civil  and  military 
tuthorities  there  acting,  shall  be  confirmed  and  eontin- 
led  in  the  exercise  of  their  respective  (unctions,  so 
ir  as  may  be  necessary  to  protect  the  people  thereof 
n  the  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  reli- 
3on,  until  other  proviaions  shall  be  maue  ij  Congress 
herefor." 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  by 
llr.  MoNTUOMBRY ;  and  the  qaestion  being  taken 


on  striking  out,  it  was  determined  in  the  oega* 
tire— yeas  59,  nays  6d,  as  follows: 

Ysas-^ Joseph  Allen,  Bzekiel  Bacon,  Burwell 
Bassett,  Wm.  W.  Bibb,  Abiiah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Bltisd^ll,  James  Breckenridge,  John  Caropbell| 
John  C.  Chamberlain,  Wm.  Chamberlin,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely.  James  Bmott.  John 
W.  Eppes,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Chas.  Goldsborough, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  HaU,  Nathaniel  A. 
Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard| 
Ebenezer  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jun^ 
Robert  Jenkina,  Walter  Janes,  Thomas  KenaQi 
Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr..  Robt. 
Le  Roy  Living8t<^n,  Nathaniel  Maeon,  Vincent 
Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  Milnor, 
Samuel  L.  Mitcbill,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson.  Benjamin  Pickmao, 
jnn.,Timotl>y  Pitkin  Jr.,  EKsha  R  Putter;  Josiab 
Auincy,  Daniel  Sheflley,  Samuel  Smith.  Henry' 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Jaa. 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoops 
Sumuel  Tamrt,  Beniamin  Tallmadge,  George 
M.  Troop,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  Labaa  Wheaton,  James  Wilson,  Robert 
Wright. 

Nats— Lemuel  J.  AUton,  Willis  Alston,  jun» 
William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  William  T. 
Barry,  Adam  Boyd.  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford, 
Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha. 
William  Findley,.  Meshack  Franklin,  Baizillat 
Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner.  Divid  S.  Garland| 
Thomafi  Gholson,  Edwin  Gray.  William  Helms, 
James  Holland.  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  William 
McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Montgom- 
ery, Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Gurdoa 
8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newhold,  Thomas  New* 
ton,  John  Nicholson,  John  P>>rter,  Peter  B.  Por* 
ter,  John  Rea  of  Pa.,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Matthias  Richard!«j  Saml.  Ringgold,  Juhn  Roane, 
Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sam- 
mons, Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scudder.  Ebe- 
nezer Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,. 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smihe,  G**orge  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Uri  Tracy.  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert 
Weakley.  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Robert  Wither9poon. 

Consequently,  the  said  motion  was  lost. 

A  motion  was  made  bjr  Mr.  Taoup  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  after  the  word  **  States,** 
in  the  seventh  line  of  the  first  section,  the  follow* 
ing  words:  ^'Or  in  tbe  erent  of  an  attempt  to 

*  occupy  the  said  territory,  or  any  part  thereof, 

<  by  any  foreign  Government;  and  he  may,  for 

*  the  purpose  of  taking  possession  and  occupying 
'  the  territory  aforesaid,  aud  in  order  to  main- 

<  tain  therein  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 

<  employ  any  part  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  of  the 

*  United  States,  which  be  may  deem  necessary  ;** 

[for  the  purpose  of  inserting  the  following: 
'<0r  in  the  event  of  an  attempted  occupation  of  the 
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Mid  territory  by  tny  ftvefgii  Power  other  thtn  Spaiiiy 
the  President  of  the  United  Statee  may,  for  the  pur- 
pQie»  and  lole  pnrpoee,  of  repelling  ea^  occupation, 
employ  any  part  of  the  Aimy  and  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  which  he  may  deem  necessaiy,  caesing  no 
molestation  or  injnry  of  any  kind  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  territory,  save  what  may  be  absolute^ 
necessary  to  the  repulsion  of  such  occupation.*' 

And  the  que.«tion  beiug  takea  thereon,  it  wiis 
determined  in  the  negative-*yeu  54,  aays  68,  asr 
follows: 

YBAfl—Joe^ph  Alien.  William  W.  Bibb,  Abi- 

jah  B^elow,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckeo- 

ridge,  William  Builer,  Joha  Campbelli  John  O. 

ChambeHaitt-,  Williani  Obamberlin,  .Epapbrodi- 

tas  ChampioQ,  Martin  Chittenden,  Jas.  Coehraak 

John  Davenport, Jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emotti 

Jooaibaa  Fisk.  Charlea  Gkildsborodgb.  ThoQias 

ti.  Gold,  Wflliam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haren, 

Daniel  Heiscer,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard.  Ebeaezer 

Huntington,  Richard  Jacknon,  jan^  Robert  Jej[i- 

kinit,  Herman ,  Koiekerbaoker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 

,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Naihaniel  Maeoa, 

Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Witiiam 

Milnor,  Samud  L.  Mitchill,  Jonathan  O.  Mose* 

ley^  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  Jan., 

Timothy  Piikin; Jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiab 

duincy,  Daniel  oheffey,  Samuel  Smith.  Henry 

Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Jas. 

Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges.  Jacob  Swoope, 

Samuel  Tsffffart.  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  George 

M.  Troup,  Nicholas  V^n  Dyke.  Archibald  Van 

Horn,  La  ban  When  ton,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nat8 — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  A l«4on,kiB., 
William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  card, 
William  T.  Barry.  Bur  well  Bassett.  Adam  Boyd, 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bur  well,  Joseph  Cal- 
houn, Matthew  Clay,  William  Crawford,  Rich- 
ard Cutts.  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W. 
Eppes,  William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Bar- 
Xillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Gar- 
land, Thomas  Ghoison,  Edwin  Gray.  William 
Hflms,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufiy,  Richard  M. 
JohuMon,  Thomas   Kenan,    William    Kennedy, 
Aaron  Lyie.  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
William  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thus.  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.Mumford,  Thomas 
Newton.  John  Nichokon,  John  Porter,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold) 
John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,Tbo- 
.mas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer^  John  A.Scud 
der,  Ebentzer  Seaver,  Adam  ^ 
,Sbaw.  Dennis  Smell,  John  8m 
John  Smith,  Uri  Tracy,  Chnrles 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert   Whi 
Winn,  Robert  Witherspoon,  Robert  Wright. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Milnoa  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  fbllowinfl:  words  in 
the  seventh  line  thereof,  to  wri:  *'0r,  in  the 
event  of  an  attempt  to  occupy  the  said  territory. 
or  any  part  thereof,  by  any  foreign  Govern- 
ment :" 

And,  debate  arising  thereon,  an  Adjournment 
called  for,  and  carried. 


Satubdat,  Janoarr  12. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  SBCpm  tbtt  d» 
House  do  come  to  the  following  reaoluiioB : 

**  Ruohftd,  That  the  further  proceedings  on  theli 
front  the  Senate,  entitled  *An  act  to  enable  the  Prat 
dent  of  the  United  States,  nnder  certain  contingcfida, 
to  take  possession  of  the  territory  east  of  tbc  riie 
Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State  of  Georgia  and  ibe 
Missisaippi  Territory,  and  jfor  other  poipeMs,'  be  bd 
vrtth  open  doori»  and  that  the  injaneCion  of  secrecy  he 
tekea  elFin  relation  thfreto." 

On  which  a  question  was  made,  whether  die 
said  motioa  was  in  order; daring  a  debateooihe 
question  of  Order,  twelve  o'clock  arrived,  vhei 
the  order  of  the  day  on  the  unfinished  biisi«a 
was  called  for;  and  the  Speaker  decided  that  is 
twelve  oVlock  had.  arrivea,  and  Che  order  of  the 
day  had  been  called  for.  the  call  for  the  order  d 
the  day  had  the  preference,  and  supersedrnf  (ie 
motion  of  the  member  from  yi^giDia,(M^SBE^ 
mri)  from  whieh  decifldon  an  appeal  wasiakff; 
and,  on  the  question,  "  Is  the  decision  of  tbe 
Chair  eorreet  1**  it  was  resolved  is  the  affirai* 
tive — yeas  8B,  oaya  61.  as  follows : 

YiA8— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jnh 

William  Anderson,  I>avid   Bard,  Willian  T. 

Barry,  BorweH  Bassett,  Adam  Boyd.  Robert 

Browa.  William  A.  Borwell,  William  Boder, 

Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay.  James  Coehni, 

William  Crawford,  Ric hard  Cut ta,  Joseph DfthL 

William  Findley, JonathanFisk,  MeshSck  Fnak- 

lin,  Barztllai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  DitnIS. 

Garland,  Thomas  Gbolsoa,  WHliam  Hehm.}»- 

Holland,  Jacob  Hufty.  Richard  M.  JohnsoD,Tbo* 

rotf%  Kenan.  Willism  Kennedy,  John  Love,Airoi 

Lyie,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,Wil- 

liam  McKinley,  Samuel  L.  Mitehi II  Jobs  Modi- 

goinery.  Nicholas  R.  Moore  Thomas  Moorf,Jff' 

emiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford.  ThotBa 

Newbold,  Thomas    Newton,   John   Nicbol«ft 

John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Parter,  John  Rea  of  ?»»• 

sylvmnia,  John   Rhea  of  Tenneesee,  Msnbia 

Rtcbards,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John  RoaBe,Er» 

tas  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  SamiBoiii 

Lemuel  Sawyer^  John  A-  Scuddcr,  EbeortCTSj- 

ver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Soelt, 

John  Smilie,  Georffe  Smith,  John  Smith,  Hary 

Sooihard,  John  lliomi^n,  Uri  Tracy,  wm 

M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  Jun.,  Robert  Wfat- 

ley,  Robert  Whiiehill,  Richard  Winn,  EaW^ 

Witherspoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nayb— Joseph  Allen,  William  W.B»bb,Ali- 
jah  Bigelow,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Brect* 


ham  Ely,  James  iiimotc,  ^.^naries  vjuiua«A/.--8 ' 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  ffitbaoie!  A- 
Haven,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebenezer  flfln'* 
inglon,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  RoberJ  JeobB*: 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun..  Robert  Le  Roy  LiTing**^"; 
Nathaniel  Macoti,  Vincent  Matthews,  P/e«si«' 
M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  CM^^J; 
Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman.JunM  I'l"^ 
thy  Pitkin,  joii.,  Elisba  R.  Potter,  Josrib Ouro^ 
Daniel  Shcffey,  Samuel  Smith,  Ricbard  Stu^ 
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ford)  Jabn  Stanley,  Jamefr  StepheMoo,  Lewis  B. 
Siurf^es,  Jacob  Swbppe.  Samuel  Tai|;gart,  Benja- 
min Talloiadffe,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke.  Archibald 
Van  Horo,  KiHian  K,  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban 
WlieatoD,  aad  James  Wilson. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of 
VIr.  MiLNOR,  whieh  was  pending  and  undeter- 
ninedat  the  time  of  adjournment,  to  amend  the 
}i) I  by  striking  out  the  following  words  in  the 
^eyenth  line  of  the  first  section  thereof,  to  wit : 
'^or,  in  the  event  of  an  aitempt  to  occupy  the 
taid  territory,  or  any  part  thereof,  by  any  foreign 
[xovernment :"  And,  the  question  being  taken 
hereon,  ft  was  determined  in  the  negatire — yeas 
)2,  nays  66,. as  follows: 

Yeas — Joseph  Allen,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
31aisdell.  James  Breckenridge,  Wtiltam  A.  Bur- 
veil,  John  Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  James 
i>)cb ran,  John  Davenport,  junior,  William  Ely,' 
(ames  Bmott,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Charles  Gk>ldsbor- 
)ugh,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathan- 
el  A.  Ha  ren^  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hub- 
mrd,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
Hobert  Jenkins,  Wiiiiam  Kennedy,  Herman 
JCnickerbaeker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jumor,  Robert  Le 
ioy  Livingston,  Nathai^iel  Macon.  Vineent  Mat- 
hews, Archibald  McBryde,  William  Milnor, 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill^  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Jo* 
teph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman.  jun  ,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  junior,  Bjisha  R.  Potter,  Josiab  duiney, 
3aniel  Sheffey.  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stan- 
brd,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B. 
hurges.  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benja- 
Qin  Tallmadge,  Nicholas- Van  Dyke,  Archibald 
ran  Horny  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban 
Vbeaton,  James  Wilson,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nats— Lemuel  J.  Alston.  Willis  Alston,  Jon., 
William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  William  T.  Bar- 
y,  Borwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adaih 
)oyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Joseph 
^Salhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  William  Crawford,, 
iichafd  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  John  W.  Eppesi 
iViUiain  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillai 
Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  Garland, 
rbomaH  Gbolsoo,  William  Helms,  Jas.  Holland, 
facob  Huftv,  Riobard  M.  Johnson,  Thpmas  Ke- 
lan,  John  Love,  Aairon  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee, 
lilexander  McKim,  William  McKinley,  Peasant 
A.  Miller,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
rhomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gordon  S. 
tfumfard,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson, 
foho  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pena- 
lylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Rieh- 
trds,  SaAuel  Ringgold,  Srastus  Root,  Ebenezer 
i^age,  Thomas  Sammpns,  John  A.  Seudder,  Bhe- 
lezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert.  SasHiel  Shaw, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Thompson,  Uri 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun-, 
Elobert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Robert  Wiiherspoon. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Stubobs  toameod 
:he  bill  bv  strikiog  out  the  word  "or,"  for  the 
Mirpose  of  ijiserting  the  word  aad  ia  the  seventh 
ine  aail  iirat  a^ctioa  of  the  aiffcOMtiii  i>U(  $  ud, 


the  qnestion  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  deter^ 
mined  in  the  negative — yeas  46,  nays  78,  as  fol- 
lows: 


Ybas— Joseph  All^n,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniet 
Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John  Campbell^ 
William  Chamberlin,  Ep^phroditus  Champioi^, 
Martin  Chittenden,  John  Darenport,  j.unior,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  Charles  Goldsborougb,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  William  Hale,  Narhaniel  A.  Haven,  Dai|« 
iel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebenezer 
Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jen- 
kins, Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Vincent  Matthewi,  Aichlbald  McBryde,  William 
Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Benjamin  Pickman,  jun..  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun*, 
Elisha'  R.  Potter,  Josiab  Auincy.  Daniel  Sheffeyj 
Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley, 
James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadse, 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killi- 
an  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,and  Jas* 
Wilson. 

Nays — Lemuel  J,  AlstoU)  Willis  Alston,  jun*, 
William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  William    T. 
Barry,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  Joseph  Calhoup,  Matthew  Clay,  Jaa. 
Cochran,  William    Crawford,    Richard    Cutis, 
John  Dawson.  Joseph  Desha,  John   W.  Eppes^ 
William  Finuley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillai 
Gannett,  Gid«;on   Gardner,  David  -8.  Garland, 
Thomas  Gholson,  William  Helms,  Jas.  Holland, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Tbos.  Kenan, 
William  Kennedy.  John  Lore,  Aaron  Lyle.  Sam- 
uel McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  William  M<*KiQ- 
ley.  Pleasant  M.  Miller.  John  Montgomery,  Nich- 
olas R.  Moore,  Tbos.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Gordon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thpmna 
Newton.  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Ringspld, 
John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Tho- 
mas Sammons.  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scud- 
der,  Ebenezei'  Seaver^  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  Jol^n  Smilie,  Geo.  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Uri  Tracy,  Georgia 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert  Weak- 
ley, Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  Robert 
WithersiH)on,  and  Robert  Wright.    . 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sbbffbt  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  a  new  section  theiVeto,  in  the 
words  following;  to  wit: 

«  Ajvi  bt  it  further  enacted,  T*hat  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be,  and  he  Is  hereby,  authorized  to 
restore  the  possession  which  may  be  acquired  by  virtae 
of  thi»  act,  of  the  said  territory,  to  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment, in  consequence  of  arrangements  to  be  made 
between  him  and  that  Government,  whenever  it  shall 
appear  to  him  that  the  occupancy  thereof,  by  any  other 
foreign  .Power,  is  no  longer  to  be  apprehended,  and 
the  Spanish  authority  therein  shall  be  sufficient  to 
maintain  internal  peaee  and  tranquilHtj:  Brimde4* 
That  the  power  hereby  granted  shall  not  be  construed 
to  anthonie  the  President  lo  restore  such  possession  in 
the  ofmt  of  th*  pnsant  Sdosting  autberily  in  .0(»Ib 
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Wng  sobTert^,  and  the  Gbvenimeiil  of  thtt  eonntiy, 
awnined  and  ezerciied  by  «nj  other  foreign  Prince  or 
8tate ;  or,  in  the  event  of  the  8panieh  American  Colo- 
nies becoming  independent  of  the  parent  State,  er 
•objected  ta  the  dominion  of  any  other  foreign  Power." 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determioed  in  the  negative — yeav  59,  nays  61,  as 
follows: 

Yeas — ^Joseph  Allen,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Abijab 
Bigelow,  Daniel  Blaisdell.  James  BreckenHdge, 
John  Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  William 
Cbamberlio,  Epaphrodiius  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Juhn  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely, 
James  Emott,  John  W.  Eppes,  Meshack  Frank- 
lin, Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Qold, 
William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Ueis- 
ter,  Jonathan  U.  Hubhard,  Jacob  Hufiy,  Ebe- 
nezer  Huntington,  Richard  Jackson,  jr..  Robert 
Jenkins,  William  Kennedy^,  Herman  Knirker- 
backer,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr^  Robert  Le  Roy  Liv- 
ingHton,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent  Matthews. 
Archibald  McBryde,  William  Milnor,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  New* 
bold,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin 
Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Pot- 
ter, Josiah  Ctttiucy,  Adam  Seyberi,  Daniel  Shef- 
fey.  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard 
Staioford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephencon,  Lewi> 
B.  Sturges.  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggdrt,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  €korge  M.  Troup,  Nicholas 
Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer^  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nays — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr., 
William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  William  T.  Bar- 
ry, Borwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  Wil- 
liam Butter,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay, 
James  Cochran,  William  Ci^wford,  Joseph  De- 
•ha,  William  Findley,  Barzillai  Qannett,  Gideon 
Gardner.  David  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Edwin  Gray,  William  Helms,  James  Holland, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas  Kenan,  John  Love, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
William  McKinley.  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  John 
Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards, 
Samuel  Ringgold,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root, 
Bbenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scud- 
der,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis 
Smelt,  Jol^n  Smilie,  George  Smith.  John  Smith, 
Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley, 
Robert  Whitehitl,  James  Wilson,  Richard  WioO; 
and  Robert  Whitespoon. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hubbard  to  amend 
the  bill  in  the  first  section  and  seventh  line,  after 
the  word  Government,  by  inserting  the  following 
words:  ^  other  than  that  of  Spain.'' 

And  the  question  be  ng  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  47,  nays  78,  as 
follows: 

Teab— Joseph  Allen,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Blaisdeli,  Jamea  Breckenridge,  John  Campbell, 
Jiibn  C.  Cbamberlaio,  William  Ghamberiio 
K^phroditua  ChampioBi  Martin  ChittandeDi  J« 


Davenport,  jr.  William  EIt,  James  Bmoit,C. 
Guldsboroogh,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Williato  Hde, 
Na<thaniei  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Hetster,  JotMihu 
H.  Hubbard,  Bbeaezer  Hantington,  Rielid 
Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jeokins,  Herman  Koickef- 
backer,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Rof  L  ?* 
ingston,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vii>eent  Haithen 
Archibald  McBryde,  William  Milnor,  Joutbu 
O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Piekmu, 
jr.,  Timotny  Pitkio,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiak 
Quincy,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  Staoford,  Jo» 
Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Stni^ 
Jacob  Swoope,  Samoel  Ta^ggart.  BenjamiD  Tall- 
madge, Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Vaofla's, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Whcatoi,aad 
Jamea  Wilson. 

Nays — ^Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr. 
William  Anderson,  E|zekiel  Bacon,  David  Bar^ 
William  T.  Barry,  Borwell  Bassett,  Wiflisn  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Wiliiun  L 
Burwell,  William  Butler,  Ja«epb  Calhooo,  Mat- 
thew Ciay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawfjid 
Richard  Cotts,  John  Dawson.  Joseph  Dfskt 
John  W.  Bppes.  William  Find  ley,  Jonathan  Fiit 
Meahack  Franklin,  Barzillai  GAoaett,  Gi^ 
Gardner,  David  S.  Gnrland,  Tliomas  GhoiiOQ. 
Edwia  Gray,  William  Helms,  James  Huliaad, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnsooj  Tboiaas  It- 
nan,  William  Kennedy.  John  Love,  Aaron  Lfk, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Wil/un 
McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Montgoofff, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  JeRa»k 
Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  NewboU, 
Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Joba  Pm«, 
Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  ofPeniiaylvaDiaJoki 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  S.  Rior 
gold,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sa^ 
Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer.  Jobs  A. 
Scudder,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  SeyoertSaa- 
uel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smiiie.  George 
Smith, John  Smith,Samuel  Smith, Heary  Somh- 
ard,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  George  H 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Wnkler. 
Robert  Whitebill,  Richard  Winn,  Robt.  Wi\her 
spoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

A  confidential  message  was  received  froia  tia 
Senate,  by  Mr.  Ci^t  and  Mr.  PicKfiaiNO,  tkir 
committee,  as  follows: 

Jlfr.  Speaker:  We  are  instracted  by  tbeSes* 
ate  to  inlbraa  the  House  of  Representatives,  iktf 
the  Senate  have  had  under  consideration  a  n» 
lulion  of  this  House,  of  the  eighth  instant,  eoir 
deotially  commsDicated  to  the  Senate,  bv  ttot 
eommtttee.  and  have  agreed  to  the  same  wiibtf 
aroendmeiit ;  in  which  amendment  they  are  ifi- 
stracted  to  ask  the  cooeurreDce  of  this  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Prrcm  toameDJ 
the  bill,  by  adding  the  following  words  to  the  end 
of  the  orst  section  thereof: 

«•  It  is,  however,  understood,  and  hereby  i«  declirtj 
that  the  territory  which  may  be  oecupied  by  ▼irta«  * 
this'aet,  is  hereafter  to  be  restored  to  the  Itwftil  wn- 
artinient  of  Spain,  administered  by  the  npfejentUff* 
of  tha  people  and  the  Ezecattva  aetfaority  of  tw 
eaaatiy,  aooovdiDt  la  tlM  anaaat  iMOwsf  t^arc^ 
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ititntioD;  or,  in  th«  event  of  that  Oovommmt  being 
eztiDgaiihed,  then  nid  territory,  at  the  reqoeet  of  the 
inbabitadta  tbereel^  ia  to  be  reiteied  to  the  anthoritiea 
cooititated  bj  eneh  OovernoeDt  ae  ahall  beeitabiiahed 
in  the  Spaniah  dominioae  in  Aaeriea,  by  and  with  the 
coiuent  of  the  people  of  aaid  Spaaiab  dominiona,  wben- 
sver  apprehenaiona  of  ita  being  occapied  by  any  foreign 
[irovernmeot  ahall  eeaae ;  and  it  ahall  be  the  dnty  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Stalea,  whenever  laid  territory 
ihal}  be  restored,  to  make  the  neceaaary  arrangements 
for  that  purpOM :" 

And  tne  qMeation  being  laken  ihereo|i,  it  was 
ieteriniaed  in  the  oegauYe — yeas  41,  nays  76,  as 
yiows: 

Yeas— Joseph  Allen,  Abijah  Biffelow,  Daniel 
SIsiisdell.  James  Breckenridge,  John  Camphjell^ 
lobD  C.  Chamberlain,  WilliaiD  Chamberlin,  Bpa- 
ibrodiius  Chkropioo,  Martin  ChitceDden,  John 
Davenport,  jr^  Williaiu  Ely.  James  £mott)  Chas. 
3uld5borougb,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale, 
Vaibaoiel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Ebenezer 
tiuotington,  Richard  Jackson^  jr..  Robt.  Jenkins, 
foneph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston^ 
Vaihaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde,  William 
Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson, 
benjamin  Pickman,  ir.,  Timothy  Piikin,  jr.,  Eli- 
ha  R.  Potter,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  Stanford, 
lohn  Stanley,  Jas.  Stephenson, Lewis  B.  Storffes, 
lacob  Swoope,  SamoeL  Tas^ri,  Nicholas  Van 
Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Laban  WbeatoD,  ai^ 
Umes  Wilson. 

NAY8---Lemttel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr., 
iV^illiam  Anderfon,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  D.ivid  Bard, 
Viiliam.  T.  Barry,  Burwell  Basaett,  William  W. 
^bb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
lurwell,  William  Builer,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat^ 
bew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford, 
lichard  Cutts,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes^ 
Villiam  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barziltai 
hnneu,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland, 
Thomas  Gholsoo,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Helms, 
ames  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johto^* 
on,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John 
jove,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
AcKim,  William  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas 
I.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
vurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
*fewtan,  John  Nichol&oo,  John  Porter,  Peter  B. 
'orier,  John  Rea  of  Peonaylvaoia,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matiiiias  Richards,  Samuel  Rinmold, 
ioiin  Roane,  Erai^tus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage.  Lem- 
lel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scudder,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
Vdam  Seybert,  Samuel  fibaw,  Dennis  Smelt, 
uhn  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Sam- 
lel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Thompaon, 
Jri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tnrner. 
r.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard 
iVion,  Robert  Withmpooo,  and  Robert  Wright. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Stanford,  lo  amend 
he  bill  by  adding  the  following  to  the  end  of  the 
ast  section  thereof: 

""And  be  ii/urihtr  enadeek  That  the  powers,  by.the 
averal  aections  of  this  act  veated  in  the  President  of 
he  United  8tatea»  ahall  oaaae  at  the  ezpiration  of  the 
essk>n  of  Congiaas  nazt  eoauinc  the  |iieaent»  unleaa 


they  shall  be  by  aome  fiitnre  law  continved  in  force  for 
a  longer  time.*' 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  41,  nays  75,  aa 
follows : 

YeaSt- Joseph  Allen,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Blaiadell,  John  Canipbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain, 
William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus  Charopioo, 
Martin  ChiiteodeD,  John.  Daren  port,  jr.,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel 
Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Hunt- 
ington, Richard  Jackson,  jr,.  Robert  Jenkins,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Na^ 
thanlel  Macon.  Archibald  McBryde,  William 
Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley.  Benjamin  Pickman, 
jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Blisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Qtuincy.  Daniel  Sheaey,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard 
Sianforii;  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewia 
Br^turges.  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Tagcart,  Betv- 
jamin  Tallmadge,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  KilUan  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban 
Wheatuo,  and  James  Wilson, 

NATS-^Lemuel  J.  Alston.  Willis  Alston,  jun;, 
William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  mrd, 
William  T.  Barry.  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  Robert 
Brown,  William  A..  Burwell,  William  Butler, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  Jannes  Cochran; 
William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Joseph  Desha^ 
William  Fittdley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillai 
Gantiett,.  Gideon  Gardner^  David  S.  Garland, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Edwin  Gmy,  William  Helms, 
James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  John* 
son,.  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John 
Loye,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  William  McKinlev,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  John  Montgomerv,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, . 
Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter.  Peter  B. 
Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rea  ot 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richaros,  Samuel  Rin^old| 
John  Roaoe,  Brastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,Lem- 
oei  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scudder,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
Adam  Seyberl,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelc, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry 
Southard.  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Greorge 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakteyi 
Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Wither- 
spoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

On  the  question,  ^  Shall  the  bill  have  a  third 
reading  1" 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Stoxobs,  that  the 
Hoilse  6»  now  iidjourn  ;  and  the- question  being 
taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  ia  the  negative 
— ^yeas  29,  nays  76,  as  follows : 

I EAS — Joseph  Allen,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Blai»dell,  James  Breckenridge,  William  Cham* 
berlin,  Epaphroditus  Chaiupjon.  John  Davenport^ 
jr.,  William  Ely,  Cbarlet  GoldsDorough,  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard, 
Ebenezer  Hutitiogton,  Robert  Jenkins,  Joseph 
Lewis^  y,^  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William 
Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Cluiney,  Richard  Stanford,  James  StephensoO| 
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Lewit  B.  StoiirM,  Jacob  Bwoope,  BenjAilnin  Tall- 

madge,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  and  A.  Van  Hon, 

Nay6 — Lemuel  J.  Alston;  Willis  Alston,  hio., 
William  Anderson,  William  T.  Barry,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William 
A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun^ 
John  G.  Chamberlain,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cuchran,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John 
Dawson,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Fiodley,  Jon- 
athan Fisk,  Meshaek-Franklin,  Barzillai  Gannett, 
Gideon  Gardner,  Darid^S.  Garland,  Thomas 
Gbolson,  Edwin  Oray,  William  Helms,  James 
Holland^  JacobHttfty.  Richard  M.  Job  nson,Thom- 
as  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Samuel  McKee,  Aleian* 
der  McKim,  William  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Mil- 
ler, Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  John  Montgomery,  Nich- 
olas R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Gordon  S.  Mom  ford,  Thomas  New  hold,  John 
Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John 
Rea  of  Penifsylyania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold,  John 
Roane,  Brastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas 
Saramons.  Lemuel  Sawver,  John  A.  Scudder, 
Ebenezer  Searer,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Georcre  Smith.  Sam- 
uel Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Uri  Tracy,  George 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Killian.K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitefalll, 
Richard  Winn,  Robert  Witherspoon,'  and  Robert 
Wright. 

The  qaestion  recurring  on  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bioklow,  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn : 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  n^aa 
determined  in  the  native— »yeas  37,  nays  76,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Joseph  All«o,  Abijah  Btgelow,  Daniel 
Btaisdell.  James  Breckenridge,  William  Cham* 
berlin,  William  Ely,  James  Bmott,  Charles  Golds- 
bofouffh,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  WilKam  Hale,  Na- 
thaniel A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H. 
Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Richard  Jaek- 
Bon,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Joseph  Lewis  jr.,  Robert 
Le  Roy  Livingston.  Vincent  Matthews,  Archi- 
bald McBryde,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson.  Benjamin  Pickman, 
jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Blisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah ' 
Qotncy,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James 
Stephenson,.  Lewis  B.  Stbrges,  Jacob  Swoope, 
benjamin  Taltmadge,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Ar- 
chibald Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Repatelaer, 
ADd  James  Wilson. 

-  Nays — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willi's  Alston.  Jun., 
William  Anderson,  Bzekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
William  T.  Barry.  Burwell  Bassett,  Adam  Boyd, 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Purwell,  William 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts^  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Ejppes,  William 
Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Bar- 
zillai Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  Garland, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Helms, 
James  Holland,  Jacob  Hnfiy,  Richard  M.  Jobnsoo, 
Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Natbaniei  Mtcoii«  Salmiel  McKee^ 


Alexander  MeKim.  WiUinM  McKioief,  Pboit 
M.  Miller;  Samiel  L.  Milcbili,  John  Moot^QiMi, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  TboaMn  Mooie,  Jereaak 
Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mamford,  Thmas  NenUi 
Thomas  Nei^ton,  Johi»>Nichol90Q,  John  Puner, 
Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Ren  of  PenaicylriBis.  Joh 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Riebardx.  Sannd 
Ringgold,  John  Rotine,  Erastns  Root.  Wofms 
Sage,  John  A.  Scudder,  Ebenezer  Searer.  Adm 
Seybert,  Samuel  SbaW,  Daniel  Shefiejr.D^ii 
Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  SamaelSffiitk 
Henry  Southard,  Uri  Tracy.  George  M.Troaii. 
Charles  Tomer,  junior,  Robert  Weakley,  Robot 
Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  WitketspoM. 
and  Robert  Wright. 

And  on  the  question,  ^*  Shall  the  bill  btret 
third  reading  V*  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirDtiin 
— ^yeas  77,  nays  45,  as  Ibllowa  t 

VeAS — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston  jn. 
William  Anderson,  Bzekiel  Bacon,  David  Biri 
William  T.  Barry,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wiliiam  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  i 
Burwell,  William  Butler,  Jos^b  Calbooo,  Mil- 
thew  Clay,  James  Cocbrati,  William  CnwM 
Ricbard  Coits,  John  Dawaon,  Joseph  D««ht,  Jote 
W.  Eppes,  Wi'lUam  Findley,  Jonathan  Fiskjf 
shack  Franklin,  Barzillai  Ciannett  Qtdeoti  Gai- 
ner,  David  S,  Garland,  Thomas  Gholsoo.  Etisie 
Gray,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  hak 
Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Wiftfam  Kttw^. 
John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKet  AIn- 
ander,  McKim,  William  McKinley,  Tfaoav  Ke- 
nan, Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Samuel  L.  MiidiinJ«bt 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  UooR. 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  B.  Mumfbrd,  Tiiosii 
Newbold^  Thomas  Newton,  Jobn  NrcholaoSfMi 
Porter,  Petc;r  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  PenosjIninL 
^obn  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Rickai^ 
Samuel  Rin^^ld,  John  Roane,  Erastns  Rw- 
£ibenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scii- 
der,  Ebenezer  Beaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Saooel 
Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smtlie,  George Snitk 
Samuel  Smttb,  Henry  Sootbard,  John  TboiD^ 
son,  Uri  Tracey,  George  M.  Troop,  Charles  !«• 
ner  junior,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Wbiiefeill 
Ricbard  Winn,  Rpbert  Witfaerapooo,  and  Ro^ 
Wright. 

NATS^Joseph  AHen,  Abijah  Bigelow,  DiokI 
Blaisdell,  James  Breekenridge,  John  C.  Cbto- 
berlain,  Wm.  Cbamberlio,  fipapbroditos  Ckif 
pion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John  Davenport,  jf'* 
William  Ely,  James  Bmott,  Charlea  Goltb^ 
rough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Nttl»>' 
iel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heiaier,  Jonathan  H.  fi^ 
bajd,  Ebenezer  Huntington,  Richard  Jadnoi. 
jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  U 
Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macoa,  ViaceatMti- 
thews,  ArchH»ald  Mo^ryde,  William  Mifotf, 
Jonathan  O,  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  BenjsfflU 
Pickman.  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  w.,  Bfisha  R.  P««' 
tier,  Josiah  ClQiDey.  Daniel  Sbeffey,  Riebard  Sui- 
ford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewtsfr 
Sturgea,  Jaoob  Bwoope,  Samuel  Taggart.  Befl!)t' 
minTatimadge.  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  ArchibtM 
Van  Horn,  Kiiltaa  K.  Van  ReasKber,  Labu 
Wbaaton,  tMl  Janwa  Wilioa. 


137 


BSKFOBT  OF  CC»(OBMia 


use 


-A^ 


Stipptemental  JmrmU. 


A  motion  WM  madi^  by  Mr.  Qviifc^  that  the 
ird  reading  of  tlw  biU  b«  \k%  o^der  of  -the  day 
r  Mooday  oett-;  and  the  qavation  being  taken 
ereoD,  it  was  determined  in  th«  negattre — yeas 
I,  fMiys  75,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Joseph  Alien,  Abijab  Blgalow,  Daniel 
latsdell,  James  Breekenrid^nef.Jaan  C.  Cham- 
irlain,  Wm.  Ghamberlin,  fipaphroditus  Cham- 
OD,  Martin  Chitienden,  Joim  Darenfvort,  Ir^ 
^iliiam  £ly,  James  Bmbtc,  Charles  Ooldsbo- 
*agh,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  HaHJ^ban- 
l  A.  Haven.  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Sbea^zer 
QDtiogtonj  Richard,  Jackson,  jr.,  'Robert  Jen- 
nie. Joseph  LewiS)  jr.,  Rdbei t  Le  Rov  Livinff- 
on,  Vincent  Mattbews,  Arcbibald  MoB.ryM, 
niHam  Mil  nor,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley,  Joseph 
earsoQ,  Benjamin  Pickmian,  jr.,  Timothy  Pit- 
n,  jr.,  Josiah  ^uincy,  Daniel  Bbeffey,  Richard 
ttnford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lew- 
B.  Stonres,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samvel  Taggart, 
esjamin  Tallmadge,  Nioholas  Van  Dyke,  Areh- 
nld  Van  Horn,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  La- 
in Wheaton,  and  James  Wil«on. 
NAT8-*Lemael  J.  Alston,  WiMis  Alston,  jr., 
niliam  Anderson,  Esekid  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
Filliam  T.  Barry,  Barwell  Bassett,  WilUam  W. 
ibb,  Adam  Boyd,  William  A.  BurWell,  Wil> 
tm  Butter,  Joseph  Onlbonn.  Matthoiw  Clay, 
tmes  Cochran,  WiUmm  CrawfonI,  Jolttt  Daw 
)n,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Bppes,  Jonathan 
isk,  Mesbaok  Freaklm,  Barzillai  Oanneit,  Gid- 
7D  Gardner,  Dntid  S.  Qarlan^,  Thomas  Ghol- 
», Edwin  Gray,  William  Helcas,  JamesHol- 
tsd,  Jacob  Hafty,  Richard  M.Johnson,  Thomas 
>naB,  WtlHnm  Kennedy,  John  Lore,  Aaron 
•y)e,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Samuel  McKee,  Alex^ 
Bder  McKiffl,  William  McKinley,  PleasAot  M. 
iiller,  Samoel  L.  MftehIM,  John  Montgomery, 
fieholaa  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
lorrow,  Gordon  S.  Mamford,  Thotias  New* 
old,  Thomas  fVewtoa,  John  Nicholson,  John 
'prter,  P^terB.  Porter,  John  Rsa  of  PennsyU a* 
is,  Joho  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards, 
[amael  Rhnggold,  John  Rdaoe,  Brastus  Root, 
tbenczer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Send- 
er, Ebenezcr  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
baw^DennisSmelt,  John  Smilte,  Ueorge  Smitb^ 
tmuel  Sniith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Tbomp^ 
>o,  Uri  Tmey,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tor* 
«r,  JQDior.,  Robert  Weakley,  RobcH  Whitehill, 
[■chard  Winn,  Robert  Wiiherapoon,  and  Roben 
VrighL 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  ClniNOT,  thai 
te  doors  be  now  opened,  and  that  the  Hijoodiott 
^  Kcieey  imposed  on  the  proceedings  which 
>ve  been  fransaoted  with  closed  doors  dufiog 
te  present  session,  be  removed;  and  the  qnes» 
on  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in 
leQegatir^— yeas44,  nays  79.  as  follows : 

YBAs-*Joseph  Allen,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Dapisl 
(Istsdeli  James  Brackenrid<re,  John  C.  Cham- 
ffl&io,  Wrp.  Chambprlio,  Epaptrroditus  Cham- 
|0Q,  Martin  ChiHendcn,  John  Barenport,  ir.| 


hardr  Bbooezer  Huntington,  Richard  Jacksoa, 
jr.,  Ro4ert  Jenkins,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr..  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livifgston,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent  Mat** 
thews,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  Milnori 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Beojamjn 
Pickraan^  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  ^uin* 
cy,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Stan* 
ley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Stm^es,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talimadge, 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  ArchibaltJ  Van  Horn,  Kil- 
lian  K.  Van  Renaselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  and 
James  WilsOii. 

NaItb — Lemoel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr«, 
William  AndersoUi  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
William  T.  Barry,  Barwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibby  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
BurweLl,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford, 
Richard  Cutis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha, 
John  W>Rppes,  William  Fiadley,  Jonathan  Fisk, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon 
Gbrdoer,  David  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gbolson, 
Peterson  €kx>dwyo.Edwtn  Gray,  William  Helms, 
James  HoiUtnd,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Joba 
Love,  Aaroo  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  William  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
Samuel  L.  Mitchill,  John  Montgomery,  Nicho- 
las R*  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrovi^ 
Gordon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomaa 
Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B. 
Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Joho  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Ring* 
gold,  John  Roane,  ErastusRoot,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammens,  Lemuel  Sawyer.  John  A. 
Scudder,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Sam* 
oel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John 
Thompson.  Uri  Tracy,  Ueorge  M.  Troup.  Charles 
Turner,  }r4  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill, 
Richard  Winn,  Robert  Witherapocm,  and  Robert 
•Wright. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gboloor  that  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill  be  the  order  for  this  day ; 
and  the- question  being  taken,  thoroon,  it  was  re* 
solved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  raad  a  third  time ; 
and,  on  the  question  that  ihesaipe  do  pass,  it  waa 
revolved  in  the  affivmativo^yeas  76,  nays  44,  as 
follows : 

YaAa-^Lemnel  J.  Alston,  WlUb  Alston,  jr«, 
William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Biard, 
William  T.  Barry.  Bur  well  .Basseit,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William 
A.  BurweU,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,. 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Craw- 
ford, Richard  Cutts,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W. 
Eppes.  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack 
FcankliQ,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner, 
David  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gbolson,  Peterson 
Qoodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Helms,  Jamea 
Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,'  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Thomas  Kenao,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love, 
Aaroo  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim. 


i^iiliam  Ely,  James  Bmott,  Charles  GoldsbcK  »..^^  i.^w.«,  ^.u.^^  tT«v«.^«,» — ..««.  «..w».-., 
>U8:h,  Thomas  R,  Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathan-  WilHara  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Millar,  Samuol 
!i  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Hoifter,  Joonthaa  H.  Hub*  I L.  Mitohill,  Joiw  Montgomery,  Thomaa  Moore 
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Nicholas  R;  Moore,  J^remisih  Morrow,  Gardoii 
S.  Mumford,  Thomas  New1»old,  Thomas  Neir> 
too,  Joho  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Por- 
ter, John  Rea  of  Peopfiylyanta,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Ring- 
'  gold,  John  Roane,  Brastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Leroael  Sawyer,  John  A.  Seudder,  Bbenezer 
deliver,  Adam  Seyhert,  Samuel  Shaw.  Dennis 
Smelt,  John  Smiile,  Geor«e  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Joan  Thompson,  Uri 
Tracy,  Charies  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley, 
Robert  Whitehill,  Rieh^ifd  Winn,  Robert  With- 
erspoon,  and  Robert  Wright. 

Nays — Joseph  Allen,  Abijafa[  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Blaisdell.  James  Brecken ridge,  John  C.  Cham- 
berlain, Epaphroditus  Cfaainpion,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, John  Davenpprt,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  Charles  GoldsborougJi,  Thomas  K.  Qold, 
William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heis- 
ter,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebenezer  Hdnting- 
ton,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston.  Nathaniel 
.Macon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde, 
William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O*  Moseley,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr..  Timothy  Pit* 
kin,  jr.^  Eiisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Ctoincy,  Daniel 
Bheney,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  StUrges,  Jacob  Swoope, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall madge, Nicholas 
Van  Dyke,  Arcfhibafd  Van  Horn,  Killian  K. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  James 
WiUon. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Montgomery  that 
the  House  do  now  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  made  to  the 
confidential  resolution  of  the  eighth  instant;  and. 
the  question  being  taken  thereon,'  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  77,- nays  33,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jun., 
Willia^m  Anderson «  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
William  T.  Barry/Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford, 
Richard  Cutts^  Joseph  Desha,  John  W,  Eppes, 
William  Ftndley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshaek  Frank- 
lin, Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S. 
Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyo, 
Edwin  Gray,  William  Helms.  James  Holland, 
Jacob  Hufiy^  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas 
Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aarob 
Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Wil- 
liam McKinley,  Pleasaqt  M.  Miller,  Sumiiel  L. 
Mitehill,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S. 
Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold;  Thomas  Newton, 
John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Ringgold, 
John  Koaoe,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Seudder,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennb 
Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Tbompaon,  Uri 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup^  Charles  Turnerjun., 


Robert  Weakley;  Robert  Whitehill,  Riebri 
Winn,  Robert  Wither^poon,  and  Robert  Wri^ki 
Nats— Joseph  Allen,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Di&iei 
Blaisdell,  James  Brecfceorid^e,  Martis  Chiun- 
den,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  William  EiyJiK 
Emott,  Charles  Goldsboroogh,  Thomas  k.Go^ 
William^  Hale,  Danriel  Heister,  EbeoezeiHust 
ington,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jeokia 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.»  Robert  Le  Roy  Liriogiica, 
Vincent  Matthews,  Jooathan  O.  Moaeley,  J<«{M 
Pearson,  £li:<ha  R*  Potter,  Josiah  duiocy.  RjcIh 
ard  Sunford,  John  Stanley,  James  Siepb^nsa 
Lewis  B.  St  urges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Sam  ad  Ta^ 

tnrt  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Nicholas  Vao  Dfia, 
allian  K.  Van  Repaselaer,  Labao  WbeaioQ,a§i 
James  Wilson. 

A  motion  was  them  made  by  Mr.  Miuoi 
that  tbti  House  do  now  adjoiirn :  and  the  qoesiia 
being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  oegaiire. 

Tlie  House  then  jesua^ed  the  consideratias  d 
the  ameodmeat  of  the  Senate  to  the  aibreau 
reaolution. 

A  motion  was  made  ^  Mr.  MoaTGoaar 
that  the  Hbuse  do.eoacur  iaihe  amendmeBiii 
the  Senate  to  the  said  resolution. 

A  motion  waa  made  by  Mr.  (yOLOdBOBora 
that  the  amendment  albresaid  be  referred  is  i 
Committee  of  the  whole  House;  aodthe^tes' 
tion  being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  tlie  b^ 
live— yefts  30,  nays  78^ -as  folloara: 

YcAB-o-Joseph  Allen,  Abijah  Bifir^low,  Jiaa 
Breckenridge,  Martin  Ciuttendeo,  Williio  £if, 
James  Emott,  Charles  Groldsboroogh,  Tkosns 
R.  Gold,  William  Hale^  Nathaniel  A  HiTe& 
Ebenezer  Hoatiagtpa,  Richard  Jacksos,  jqs. 
Robert  Jenkins^  Joseph  Lewis,  inn.,  Robert  U 
Roy  Livingston^  Vinceai  Matthews,  Josailia 
0.  Moaeley»  Joseph  Pearson.  Blisha  R.  Poimt 
Josiah  ^uincy,  Rickard  Suoford,  JohnStsok 
James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jtcsli 
Swoope,  Beajamin  Tallmadge^  Nicholts  Va 
Dyke,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Ubaa  Wh» 
ton,  and  James  Wilson. 

Navb— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston  jea. 
William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bui 
William  T.  Barry,  Burwell  Baaseti,  Wiliism  W. 
Bibb.  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Wiltiimi 
Burwell.  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoao.  Miv 
ihew  Clay,  Jaaaes  Coebran,  William  CravM 
Richard  Cults,  John  Dawson,  Josefd)  Deh 
John  W.  Eppes,  WilUam  Findley,  Joosibia 
Fisk,  Meshaek  Fnnklin,  Barzillai  Gaooett  Gi^ 
eon  Gardner,  Thomas  Gkobon,  Peterson  Goo^ 
wyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Wilfian  Helms,  Jsmes  Hel^ 
land,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Thooti 
Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Asna 
Lyk,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim.  Wil- 
liam McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  SameelU 
Mitehill,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moo^ 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdoo  S. 
Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newitf 
John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Poi^^' 
John  Rea  of  Penpsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  TeA^ 
nessee,  Mauhias  Richards,  Samuel  Rio^^ 
John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  !<«<>' 
uel  Sawyer,  John  A.  Bcaddejr,  Ebeotzer-Sesrer, 
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dam  STevbert,  Smnael  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt, 
}bn  Smiiie,  Qeorge  BmUh,  Samuel  Smith, 
eory  Southard,  ^hn  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
leorge  M.  Troup.  Charles  Turner^  juo^  Robert 
/esklef,  Robert  Whitebili,  Richard  Winn,  Rob- 
t  WitherspooD,  aud  Robert  Wright 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mobblet  that  the 
[ouse  do  now  aiijouriL  and  the  question  being 
keD,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
The  qaestioB  again  recurred  on  the  concur* 
!oee  of  this  House  iti  the  amendment  of  the 
enste;  and  the  question  being' taken  thereon^  it 
ssresollred  in  the  affirmative— yeas  78,  ttayv21, 
I  follows: 

Lierooel  J.  Alston,  WiHm  Alston.  Jan.,  William 
oderBoo,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William 
.  Barry,  Burweli  B«isse(t,  William  W.  Bibb,, 
dam  Eioyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bur- 
vil,  Williain  Bntler,  Joseph  Calhoun*  Matthew 
lay,  James  Cochran,  Wmtam  Crawford,  Rich- 
rd  Cuti».  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha.  John  W. 
ippes.  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk.  Meshaek 
raoklin,  BarzHlai  Uannett,  Oideotf  Gardner. 
^vid  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson 
foodwyn,  Rdwhi  Gray,  William  Helms,  James 
(ollsnd,    Jacob   Hofty^  Richard   M.  Johnson, 
'bomas  Kentn,  William  Kennedy.  John  Lave, 
laron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim. 
\rilHam  McKinley,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Samuel 
I.  Mitchill,   John    Montgomery,  Nicholas   R. 
loore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiahs  Morrow,  Qur- 
00  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
(ewion,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B. 
orter,  John  Ren  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Vnnesse^  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Rini^gold, 
ohn  Roane,  Brastus  Root,  Bbeoeser  Sage.lLem- 
•1  Sawyer,  John  A.  Scudder,  Bbeoezer  Seaver, 
kdam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt, 
obn  Smilie,  George   Sn^itb,   Samuel  Smith, 
lenry  Southard,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
leorge  M.  Troop,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Robert 
Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  Rob- 
n  Witherspooo)  and  Rohert  Wright. 
Nats — Abijab  Biselow,  James  Breekenrtdge, 
lariin  Chittenden,  Charles  Geldsborough,  Bbe- 
ezer  Huntington,  Richard  Jaekson^  jun.,  Robert 
eokins,  Joseph  Lewis,  inn.,  Robert  Le  Roy 
iivinffston,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pear- 
on,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Jesiah.CtuiQcy,  R'chard 
Itanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis 
).  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin  Talii)aadge, 
(ieholas  Van  Dyke,  and  Laban  Wheaton.  * 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mortoombbt  that 
>  committee  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Senate, 
nd  inform  them  tnat  the  House  of  Represents* 
ives  have  passed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
eled  **An  act  to  enable  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
^  States,  under  certain  contiDgeoeies,  to  take 
HMnessioo  of  the  country  lying  east  of  the  river 
'erdido,  and  south  of  the  State  of  Georgia  and 
be  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes ;" 
ind,  also,  have  concurred  in  the  amendment  of 
he  Senate  made  to  the  confidential  resolution  of 
he  eighth  instant;  and  a  committee  was  appoint- 
ed, consisting  of  Mr.  Mohtoomibt  and  Mr. 

^ILI«BB. 


Monday,  Janunry  14» 

The  House  being  cleared  of  aH  persons,  except 
the  members  and  the  Clerk,  Mr.  Garland,  from 
the  Joint  ComnHttee  for  Enrolled  Bills^,  reported 
that  the  committee. had  ezsmined  an  enrolled 
bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  enable  the  President  of 
^  the  United  States,  under  certain  contingeociea, 
^  to  take  possession  of  the  country  lying  east  or 
'  the  river  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  ^tate  of 
'  €leorgia  and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for 
^  other  purposes;"  and  that  they  had  also  examined 
an  enrolled  resolve  which  passed  both  Houses  of 
Congress  on  the  twelftb  instant;  and  had  found 
the  same  to  be  truly  eoroHed :  Whereupon,  Mr. 
Speaker  signed  the  said  enrolled  bill -and  resolve. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Montqombby  and  Mr. 
MiLi«6R  be  appointed  a  committee  to  acquaint 
the  Senate  therewith.     • 


Tbubsdat,  January  17. 

The  House  beins:  cleared  of  all  persons,  except 
the  members  and  Clerk,  Mr.  ANDBaaoN,  frum  the 
Joint  Committee  for  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that 
the  commitiea  did,  on  the  fifieentb  instant,  pre- 
^nt  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  his 
approbation^  an  enrolled  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  to 

*  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States,  under 
^  certain  contingencies,  to  take  possession  of  the 
^  country  lying  east  of  the  river  Perdido,  and 

*  south  of  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the  Missis- 
'  sippi  Territory,  and  for  other,  purposes;"  and 
an  enrolled  resolve  passed  on  the  twelfth  instant. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pre^dent  of 
the  United  Sutes,  notifying  that  the  President 
did,  this  day,  approve  and  sign  the  abovemeiir 
tion(»d  enrolled  resolve. 


Fbiday,  January  17. 

The  House  being  cleared  of  all  persons  but  the 
members  and  the  Clerk,  the  following  resolution 
was  submitted  by  Mr.  Sbeffey,  for  eoosidera* 
tioD : 

--**  Resolved,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  imposed 
on  the  proceedings  which  have  been  traniscted  with 
closed  doon,  during  the  present  session,  be  removed^ 
snd  that  the  secret  journal  of  such  proceedings  be 
published :" 

And  on  the  question,  Will  the  House  now 
consider  the  said  resolution?  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  45,  nays  73.  as  follows: 

Teab — Joseph  Allen,  Abijah  Bigelow,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breoken ridge,  John  C.  Cham- 
berlaip,  William  Cbamberlio,  Martin  Chittenden, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
Charles  Guldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Ghild,  Edwin 
Gray,  William  Hale.  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel 
Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Ebenexer  Hunt- 
ington, Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  ^nickerbacker,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde, 
William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun.,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jun.,  Joaiah  ttuiacy,  Daniel  Sbeffey,  John 
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.StMlev,  James  fifirplicfimm,  Lnwis  B.  Stun^fs. 
Ittcob  Swoope,  Bamoet  Tag j^rt,  Beniaiiiin  Tall- 
madgna,  Nieholas  Van  Dfke,  Archibald  Yan  Horn. 
Killiaa  K.  Vao  Renasalaer,  Laban  Wbeacan,  and 
James  Wilson. 

Nat«— WiHJs  Alston;  jr.,  WiUiaro  Avderson, 
Bz^kiel  Baoon.  Darid  Bard,  Burwelt  Baaseit, 
WiJItaoi  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
WiHiam  A.  Borweli,  Wiltam  Bacier,  Joaeph  Oal- 
boQn,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Coebrao,  WUIiam 
Crftvf«itd,  Richard  CiiUs,  John  Dawaoo,  Joaeph 
Deaha,  John  W,  Eppes,  Wittiam  Findley ,  Joaa- 
atban  Fisk  Mesl»ack  Fran kUa,  Ban ilki  GaQneit, 
Gideon  Qardner,  David  S.  Garland,  Thomts 
Gholsoo,  Peterson  Goodarya,  James  Hoiiand. 
Jacob  Hufty,  ThoRMs  Kenan,  William  Kennedy, 
John  Love,  Aaroa  Ly le,  A4eiander  McKini,  WU- 
Iiam McKinlev,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Bamnel  L. 
MitehiU,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R,  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  8. 
Momford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, John  Rhea  of  Tennesvee,  Mhtthia;» 
Riebards,Samnel  Ringeold,  John  Roane,  Brasfus 
Root,  Rbeneser  Sage.  Thomas  Sammons,  Lem- 
nel  Sawyer,  John  A,  Scudder,  JSbenezer  Searer, 
Adam  SeyberT,  Ssmnet  Shaw,  John  Smitie, 
George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Sam oel  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Thomp- 
aon,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tur- 
ner, m.  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  WhitehiU.RIch- 
•rd  Winn,  Robert  Whherspoon,  and  Robert 
Wright, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Montoomirt, 

Betolvedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
form the  Senate  that  the  President  of  the  tlnited 
Slates  did,  yeHterday,  approreand  sign  an  enrolled 
resolve,  which  origiaaied  in  this  House. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  MoNTOOiifiBT  and  Mr. 
Gray  be  appointed  the  said  committee. 


Satobdat,  January  19. 
The  House  beinjr  cleared  of  all  persons,  but  the 
members  and  Clerk,  Mr.  Momtoombrt,  from  ihe 
committee  appointed,  yesterday,  to  inform  the 
Senate  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
did,  on  the  seventeenth  instan^  approve  and  sign 
an  enrolled  resolve,  which  originated  in  this  House, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  performed  that 
duty. 

A  message  fcQm  the  Senate,  by  Mh  Otis,  their 
Secretary: 

^r.  SpeaJter:  1  am  directed  to  inform  this 
House  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  did, 
on  the  seventeenth  jnstaat,  approve  and  sign  an 
enrolled  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,under  certain  contin- 
gencies, to  take  possession  of  the  country  lying 
east  of  the  Perdido,  and  south  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

Sunday,  March  3. 
The  House  being  cleared  of  all  penons,  but  the 
flMtabers  and  the  Cierk, «  Aissate  Was  Dscei^ad 


from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Tur^ir,  and  Ur.  Sam 
of  Mary  lasd,  two  members  of  chat  body,  BotifpiB| 
the  House  that  the  Senate  had  tins  day  piac 
a  resolution  in  the  form  of  a  joint  reaoimmi 
the  two  Houses  of  Coagress,  in  the  words  Uf. 
ing.  to  wit:  • 

**Ri$ol9td,  by  the  Senate  undBoum  ofBenreKi^ 
Hvei  of  tke  United  States  of  Ameriea,  in  Cei^ 
oM^emoled^  That  the  set  passed  daring  the  ]»ewBi» 
siott  of  CongrSta,  entitled  « An  «c(  to  ensbis  the  Pr» 
dent  of  the  United- States,  under  csftsm  osBtmgCM^ 
to  take  possession  of  the  eoontry  Wipg  esst  of  thims 
PsnUdcand  ssuthoftheSlsteof  QsOTgwudt^lb 
sissippi  Territory,  and  for  other  purpows,'  uidtk4 
clarsfion  aeoompaayiag  the  saiaie.  be  not  piiitfds 
poblisbad  anlees  direotsd  by  the  Pceeidsnt  of  the  Ct 
ted  States,  say  Isw  or  usage  lo  the  osatoiy  nns^ 
standing :" 

To  which  they  desire  lhe«mienrienccof  lis 
House. 

Th«  said  reaolatioR  waa  icad  the  first  aid  » 
ood  tiaae. 

A  «iot4a*i  was  made  by  Mr.  Q,inscY,  thit  ae 
said  resolution  be  ooaamitted  to  a  ComnitJiea 
the  whole  House;  and  the  question  being aka 
tiiereon,  il  was  determined  ia  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bob,  to  ameo^ik 
said  resolbtlan  by  striking  «at  tb«  first  vc^ 
"^  resolved,"  and  ioseK^  in  lieu  thermitf',  the  mdk 
**  be  It  enseted :"  and  the  question  beiag  tiks 
tbevean,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirnatiFe. 

Another  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  BiBB,lntfae 
to^mend  the  said  resolution,  by  iBaeriisg,»fie 
th£  word  'UhaL>'  in  the  third  iina,  Ue  w«i 
<*  this  aat  and  r  ^^  the  question  beiaf  ufat 
thereon,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirioative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Joennoa,  fart^ 
to  amend  the  said  resolution,  by  inset lio^,  afe 
the  word  '* pttbilishe4)"  tn  the  tenth  line,tbt^ 
lowing:  "until  ihe  end  of  the  next  sestioBC 
CoBgress  f  and  the  question  ihereoa  beiiig  tab 
by  jreaa  and  nays,  and  a  quofom^  eansistiogod 
majority  of  the  whole  House,  not  being  pi^eii 
the  questiqn  was  not  determined. 

The  yeas  and  nays,  as  demanded  by  oae-iSi 
M  the  members  present,  areas  follows : 

Ybab— Lemuel  J.'  Alston,  David  Bsrd,  Wi 
Ham  T.  Barrr,  William  W.  Bibb,  WilitsDi 
Burwell,  Willkm  Butler,  Josjmh  Calboaa,  }bk 
thew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  William  Ciawfoii 
Jqhn  Dawson,  John  W.  fippes,  William  Fio^itf 
.  Barzillai  Gannett,Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  Gff 
land,  ThomasGholsote,  Peteraon  Qoodwyo. Jane 
HoUaod.  Jacob  Hufty,  Walter  Jones,  John  Loa 
Alexander  McKim,  WUUam  McKinley,  Jdb 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Mont 
Jeremrah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thooc 
Newton,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania.  Jobs  lUfli 
of  Tennessee,  Samuel  Riaggold,  £rastus  R«i^ 
Ebeoezer Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebeoiser  Seifs 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  6inilie,Joha 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  IV 
ner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  i>^ 
Robert  Wright. 

N^Y8— Josef^  Allen,  Abijah  Bigflow,  Dstiti 
BlaisUell,  James  Breekenridge.  Charles  QsHiM 
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mgh,  WHIhmi  fil!^  JonatlMn  H.  Hubbard, 
IteliBrd  Jftckson,  jr.^  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Bdwftrd 
c  Loe  LJvermore,  Wtlimm'  Milnoi\  Timothy 
ifkin,  jr.,  Etkha  R.  Pattrr,  Joei«h  Qstncy,  X>hD 
;o98,  JubD  A  Scudder,  Dan f el  Bheffpv,  John 
taolf  y,  Lewis  B.  Sturffes,  S;  mael  Ta^^rt. 
iebolas  Van  Dyke,  Arehibaid  Van  HorOj  and 
zekiel  Whitman. 

The  queatioQ  was  affniii  taken  by  f  eas  and  nays, 
id  resolved  in  the  affirm ative-^yeaa  48,  nays  34, 
f  follows: 

TBAS^Lemoel  J.  Akton,  WilKa  Alston,  jr., 
Titliam  Anderson, David  Bard,  William  W.Bibh, 
dam  Buyd,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun^ 
ihnClopton,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford, 
tcbard  Cuita,  John  Dawson,  Winiara  Ffndley, 
arzillai  Gannett,  OKdeon  Gardner,  David  S. 
arland,  Thomas  G4io|son,  Peterson  Gk>odwyn, 
icob  Hafty.  Waller  Jones,  Willism  Keanedy, 
>bn  Love,  Alexander  McKfm,  William  MelCin- 
y.  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jer* 
oiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mom  ford,  Thomas 
ewbold,  Tbonnis  Newton,  ^ter  B.*  Porter,  John 
ea  of  PenosyWania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
rastus  Root,.Ebeneaer  Saee,  John  A.  Scodder, 
benezer  Bearer,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
)hn  Smilfe,  Samfuel  Smith,  John  ThompiH>0| 
ri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.^Robert  Weakkfy, 
obert  Whitehill,  and  Robert  Wrij^ht. 
Nats— Joseph  Allen,  Abijab  Bieelow,  James 
reekeoridge.  John  C.  Chamberlain,  John  Da- 
■nport,  jr.,  William  Bly,  James  Emott,  Barent 
ardenier,  Charles  C3oldsboroogh,  Thomas  R. 
■old,  Williant  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jon^- 
ban  H.  Hubbard,  Bbenezer  Huntineion,  Rich- 
d  Jackson,  jr.,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  Sf. 
oe  Livermore.  Nathaniel  Macon,  Joseph  Pear- 
iD,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr..  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
lliftba  R.  Potter.  Josiah  Qumey,  John  Hoss,  Dan- 
l  Sneffey,  John  Stanley,  James  Stepheniion, 
ipwis  B,  Sturffes,  Samuel  Tanrflrart.  Nicholas  Van 
»rke.  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rens* 
(laer,  Bzekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 
And  the  question  being  taken  on  there^lotion 
I  amended,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmatire* 
eas  52,  nays  34,  as  foilowb: 
YfiA8 — Lemuel  J.  AUton,  Willis  Alston,  jr., 
i^illiam  Anderson,  Darid  Bard,  William  W. 
tibb,  Adam  Boyd,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Cal- 
ono.  John  Clopton.  James  Cochran,  William 
'rawford.  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joha 
V.  Eppe^  William  Findley,  Barzillai  Gannett. 
Gideon  Gardner,  David  S«  Garland,  Thonaas 
^bolttoa,  Peterson  GoodWvo,  Jacob  Huftv,  Wal- 
(r  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Alexan- 
er  McKim,  William  McKinley,  Samuel  L.Mit- 
bill.  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore^ 
i'homas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gordon  S. 
fomford.  Tbomaa  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
^eter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Uiea  of  Tennessee,  Samuel  Ringgold,  Erastiia 
toot,  Bbenezer  Sage,  John  A.  Scudder,  Bbenezer 
leaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samvel  Shaw,  John  Smi- 
ie,Ricbard  Stanrord,  John  Thompson. UrtTracy, 
i/harlea  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert 
Whitehill,  and  Robert  Wright 


NATii-*JoBer»b  Allen,  Abijab  Bigel«iw,  James 
Breckenridge,  John  Campbell,  JohoCChambev* 
lain,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  WiHiam  Ely,  Jamea 
Bmoit,  Charles  Goldsborouab.  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haveuj  JonatlMm  H* 
Hubbard,  Richard  Jacfeton^  jr..  Herman  Knicfc- 
erbacker,  Joseph, Lewis,  jr.,  Edwafd  St.  Loe  Lie* 
ermore,  Nathaniel  Maeon,  Joseph  Peaiaon.fien- 
iamin  JPiakmao*  jr^  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Riiaha. 
R.  Potter,  Joaiih  (tolaey,  Johfr  Roes,  Daaiel 
Sbefley,  Saautel  Smith,  John  Stanley.  Jamea 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Stureea^  BenjarDin  TaU«> 
maage,  Nieholaa  Van  Dyke,KilliaQ  &.  Van  Reaa- 
aelaer,  Bzektal  Whitmaa,  and  Jamea  Wilson. 

Ordertdy  Thai  Mr.  MoNVOOUsaY  and  Mr.  T*. 
Mooaa  be  af^pointed  a  comailillee  to  wait  on  the 
Seaata,  and  infarm  tbem  ^f  theagreemeat  of  rhia 
House  to  their  resolution,  with  amendmeata ;  iit 
which  aaattdment  they  desire  the  aowNKteoco  of 
the  Setaafe. 

A  motion'  was  made  bv  Mr^  SttEFKr,  that  tha 
House  do  oome  to  the  following  resolocioa  t 

igaaahierf,  Thallhe  h^anetioii  of  eaaracy,  in  aslaliaB 
to  the  "proceedings  had  with  dosed  doon^  during  the 
pieseot jMadon,  be  removed,  sjid  that  the  seorat  Jonmal 
be  pttblished : 

And  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  said  resolution,  it  was  determined  in  the 
oegative-^yeas  40  nays  51, as  follows : 

Yeab — Joseph  Allen,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis 
AUtonJun.,  Abijah  Bi  gel  ow.  James  Breckenridge, 
John  CanDpbell,  John  C.  Chamberlaiu,  James 
Cochran,  /obn  Darenport,  jun.,  William  Ely^ 
James  Emott,  Barent  Gardenier,  David  S.  Gar^ 
land.  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Wtlfiam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jonathan  H. 
Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.*  Herman  Knick- 
erbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun ,  Edward  St.  Loe 
Livermore,  Matthew  Lyon,  William  Milnor,  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun.,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jun..  Klisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Cluincy, 
Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Siaalejr, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
THllnadge,  Nicholas  Van  Pvke,  Archibald 'Van 
Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Ezekiel  Whit- 
man, and  James  WiUon. 

Nat8— William  Anderson,  William  W.  Bibb, 
Adam  Boyd,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  But- 
ler, Joseph  Calhoun.  Matthew  Chiy,  John  Clop- 
ton, William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John 
Dawson,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Bar- 
zillai Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Ghol- 
son.  Peterson  Goodwyo,  Jacob  Hufiy,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jon«i^  William  Kennedy, 
John  Love,  Alexander  McKim,  William  McKin- 
ley,  Samuel  L,  MitchiU,  John  Montgomery^  Nich- 
olas R.  Moore,  Thomas  Nloore»  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Gurdon  S.  Mumford.  Thomas  Newbold,  Thom- 
as Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Samuel  RioffeoldJS  rastus  Root,Ebenezer 
Sage,  John  A.  Scudder,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Samuel 
Smith,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Charlea 
Turner,  jun.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whita- 
hUl,  and  Robert  Wrfght. 
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A  mocioQ  wM  made  bv  Mr.  Shbpprt  thai  the 
Hou«e  do  come  to  the  foflowiag  resoiutioo : 

Reaohed,  That  the  Journal  of  the  proceedtnga  of 
thia  Houae  on  thereaolation  offereil  thia  day,  to  lemoye 
the  iiganctioa  of  eeeracyin  relation  to  the  proceedinga 
bad  with  cloaed  dooi%  during, the  preaent  aaaaion,  be 
pttbliahed. 

And  on  the  queation  thai'  the  Houae  do  Botr 
proceed  to  the  cooaideratioD  of  the  aaid  reaoto- 
tioo,  k  waa  deterioined  in  the  negmtive. 

The  doors  were  then  opened ;  and,  after  aome 
time,  c|o^  a^in. 

A  confldeniial  meaaage  waa  received  from  the 
Senate,  by  Mr.'  Wobtbinoton  and  Mr.  Batabo, 
two  membera  of  that  body^  notifying  diat  the 
Senate  had  concurred  in  4he  amendmeota  of  the 
House  of  Repreaentatirea  to  their  confidential 
reaolutton  of  thia  day. 

Mr.  Gabland,  from  the  Joint  Committee  for 
Enrolled  Bii:a,  reported  that  they  bad  eiamtned 
an  enrolled  bill,  eOtitled  *'An  act  concerning  *An 
act  to  enable  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statea, 
Vfider  certain  contingenetea,  to  take  poaaeaaioa  of 


the  country  iyiog  eaat  of  the  river  Pet&k  | 
and  south  of  the  State  of  Georgia  and  the  Uxssa- ' 
sippi  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes;"  ui 
the  .declaration  accompanying  the  same,  sod  &ii 
found  the  same  to  be  truly  enrolled:  When- 
upon,  Mr.  Spgakbb  signed  the  said  bill  and  ik 
declaration  accompanying  the  same. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Montoombbt  aod  Mr 
Gab  LAND  be  appointed  a  committee  to  aeqaak 
the  Senate  therewith. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Seaate, !» 
Mr.  Cdtts  and  Mr.  CAMPBEbL,  two  membentf 
that:body,  notifying  the  House  that  the  Prcsdo: 
of  the  United  States  bad  approved  and  si^sdi 
confidential  bill,  passed  this  day,  entitled  ^Aa  i^ 
concerning  ^An  act  to  enable  the  President  oftlK 
United  Statea,  under  certain  conting eactes,  a 
take  poasession  of  the  couotij  lying  Bast  of  ib 
river  Perdtdo,  and  aouth  of  ine  State  of  Georga 
and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  for  other  pe- 
poses,"  and  ibe  declarattoa  necompanyia;  ue 
same. 

Orderedf  That  the  daora  be  now  opeaed. 
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TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  ELEVENTH  CONGRESS. 

[  THIRD  8E88I0N.] 

•MPRI8ING  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  DOCUMENTS  ORIGINATING  DITRING  THAT  CON- 

GRESS,  AND  THE  PUBLIC  ACTS  PASSED  BY  IT. 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Mnnrankatod  to  Coogrc— ,  December  6, 1810 ;  nd 
Jmnuu7  13,  and  Febnuiy  19»  181  l.j 

the  Senate  und  Hou$e  qf 

Mepreaeniativei  of  the  United  Statee  .* 
[  tratisoiit  to  Cangren  copies  of  ft  letter  from 
}  Minister  Plenipotenciarjr  of  the  tJaHed  Stateft 
London,  to  the  Secretary  of  £hate;  and  of  aa- 
ler  from  the  aame  to  the  Brittth  Secretary  of 
ate  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

PfiBBUARY  12,  181 U 


the  House  of  Representaiivei  of  the  United  8taie$: 
I  transmit  lo  the  House  of  Representatives  a 
lort  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  complying  with 
ir  resoiation  of  the  18th  ini<tani. 

JAMES  MADISON* 

E^EBRUABT  19,  1811. 


The  foliowfaig  docnaMnts  were  ooamnnieatad  to 
ikfress  at  the  ooBimencement  of  |he  third  sessioii  of 
eleveDth  Congress*  and  bj  Messages  of  the  ISUi 
ittsry  and  19th  Febrosry,  1811.] 

Extract— Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Pinknej. 

Depabtmesit  07  State, 
January  20, 1810. 
[q  my  letter  to  yoa  of  the  11th  or  NoTember, 
)9,  you  were  authorized  to  assure  the  British 
)vernment  that  the  United  Stales  sincerely  re- 
Aed  the  desire,  Which  they  have  constantly  pro- 
ved, to  facilitate  a  fVieodly  accommodation  of 
the  existing  differences  between  the  twoeoun- 
es;  and  that  nothing  would  be  more  agreeable 
them,  than  to  ftod  the  successor  of  Mr.  Jack- 
it  ievested  with  all  the  authorities  necessary  for 
e  accomplish iiijg^  of  so  desirable  an  event;  and, 
3reover,  that  irthe  attainment  of  this  object, 
rough  your  agency,  should  be  considered  more 
pedttioos  or  otherwise  preferable,  it  would  be 
course  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  United 
ales. 

I  am  now  charged,  by  the  President,  to  transihit 
you  the  enclowd  letter,  authorizing  yoti  to  rC'* 


same  the  negotiations  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment, under  the  full  power  that  had  been  given 
severally  and  jointly  to  vou  and  Mr.  Monroe. 
And,  in  your  discussions  therein,  you  will  be  reg- 
ulated by  the  instructions  heretofore  given  to  Mr. 
Monroe  ai^d  yourself.  It  is,  however,  not  intend- 
ed that  you  should  commence  this  negotiation 
until  the  requisite  satisfaction  shall  have  been 
'made  in  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake.  And.  in- 
t be  adjustment  of  this  case,  you  will  be  guided 
by  the  instructions  which  you  have  heretofore 
received  from  this  Department  in  relation  to  it. 

It  is,  moreover,  desirable,  that,  preparatory  to  a 
treaty  upon  all  the  points  of  difference  between 
the  two  countries,  an  ariangemeot  should  be 
made  for.  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil. As  it  is  uncertain  what  may  be  the  ultimate 
measures  of  Congress,  at  the  present  session,  it 
cannot  be  expected  that  the  President  can,  at  this 
time,  slate  the  precise  condition  to  be  annexed  to 
a  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council.  But,  in  gen- 
eral|  you  may  assure  the  British  Qovernment  of 
hii  cordial  disposition  to  exercise  any  power  with 
which  he  may  be  invested,  to  put  an  end  to  acts 
of  Congress  which  would  not  be  resorted  to  but 
for  the  Orders  in  Council,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
of  his  determination  lo  keep  them  in  force  against 
France,  in  case  her  decrees  should  not  also  be 
repealed. 

{Enclosed  in  the  fbvsgoing  letter.] 

Department  op  State. 
January  20, 18l0. 

StB :  The  President,  anxious  to  adjust  the  ex- 
isting differences  between  the  United  States  and 
Gkeat  Britain,  and  deeming  it  expedient  to  make 
another  effort  for  that  purpose,  has  given  it  in 
charge  to  me  to  instruct  you  to  renew  negotia- 
tions in  London,  under  the  commission  dated  the 
12th  of  May,  1806,  authorizing  Mr.  Monroe  and 
yourself,  severally. as  well  as  jointly  "to  treat 
with  the  British  Oorernment,  relative  to  wrongs 
committed  between  the  parties  on  the  high  seas 
or  other  waters,  and  for  establishing  the  princi- 
ples of  navigation  and  commerce  between  them." 

I  have  the  honor,  Ac.  R.  SMITH. 
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Mr.  Pinkoey  to  Mr.  Smith* 

London,  Fe6niary  19, 1810. 

Sir:  I  received  on  the  12th  iMtanr,  bf  Mr. 
Powell,  whom  I  had  sent  some  time  before  to 
France,  a  letter  from  Geo.  Armstrong,  of  which 
a  copy  is  enclosed  ;  and,  keeping  in  view  the  in- 
structiona  contained  in  your  letter  to  me  of  the 
11th  of  November  last,  I  have  written  to  Lord 
Wellenley  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  blockades  of  France,  instituted  by  Great 
Britain  durins(  the  present  war«  before  the  1st  of 
January,  1807,  are  understood  here  to  be  in  force. 
A  copy  of  my  letier  to  Lord  Welleaiey  is  en- 
closed. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  this  official  inquiry 
will  produce  a  declaration,  in  answer  to  it,  that 
none  of  those  blockades  are  in  force ;  and  I  should 
presume  that  such  a  declaration  will  be  received 
in  France  as  substantially  satisfying  the  condi- 
tion announced  to  me  by  General  Armttronff. 

I  am  not  aware  that  this  subject  could  nave 
been  brought  before  the  Brftbh  Government  in 
any  other  form  than  that  which  I  have  chosen. 
It  would  not,  I  think,  have  been  proper  to  have 
applied  fur  a  revocation  of  the  blockades  in  ques- 
tion, (at  least  before  it  is  ascertained  that  they 
are  in  existence,)  or  to  have  professed,  in  my  let- 
ter to  Lord  Wellesley.  to  found,  upon  General 
Artnstrong'K  commuiication,  my  inquiry  as  to 
their  actual  state. .  I  have,  however,  supposed  it 
to  be  indispensable  (and  have  acted  accordi6gly) 
that  I  should  explain  to  Lord  Wellesley  in  con- 
versation the  probability  afforded,  by  Gen.  Arm- 
strong'd  letter,  that  a  declaration  by  this  Gbvern- 
ment,  to  the 'effect  above-mentioned,  would  be 
followed  by  the  recall  of  the  Berlin  decree. 

I  cannot,  perhaps,  expect  to  receive  from  Lord 
Wellesley  an  answer  to  my  letter  in  time  to  send 
a  copy  by  the  John  Adams,  now  in  the  Downs  or 
at  Portsmouth ;  but  I  will  send  it  by  an  earlv  op- 
portunitv,  and  will  take  care  that  General  Arm- 
strong snail  be  made  acquainted  With  it  without 
delay.    I  hfive  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

WM.  PINKNBY. 

If  ABOH  23, 1810. 

P.  8.  Since  the  writing  of  this  letter  Jjord 
Wellesley  has  sent  me  the  answer,  (of  the  8d 
instant.)  of  which  a  copy  is  now  enclosed.  It 
"was  not  satiafaetorv,  aad  I  potaitd  out  its  defi- 
ciencies to  Lord  Wellesley  in  conversation,  and 
{imposed  to  him  that  1  should  write  him  another 
etter  requesting  explaoattons.  He  assented  to 
tlHs  course,  and  1  have  written  him  the  letter  of 
the  7th  instant,  of  which  also  a  copy  is  enclosed. 
His  reply  has  been  promised  very  frequently,  but 
has  not  yet  been  received.  I  have  reason  to  ex- 
pect that  it  will  be  sufficient,  but  I  cannot  think 
of  detaining  the  corvette  any  longer.  The  Brit- 
ish packet  will  furnish  me  with  an  opportunity  of 
forwarding  it  to  you,  and  I  will  send  Mr.  Lee 
with  it  to  Paris,  by  the  way  Of  Moriaix. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbe. 

WM.  PINKNBY. 

Hon.  R.  Smith,  &«. 


[Endoaed  in  the  peeeediBg  dMpit^] 
From  General  Anutrong  to  Mr.  PinkMy. 

Pabis,  Jbfwary  25.  m 
Sta:  A  letter  from  Mr.  SecreUrySmitb,  of  :k 
1st  of  December  last,  made  it  my  duty  to  ioqiijf 
of  his  Eicellency  the  Duke  of  Cadore  what  wm 
the  condiiiona  on  which  His  Majesty  the  Kap^ 
ror  would  annul  his  decree,  commonly  csliedt!* 
Berlin  decree;  and  whether,  if  Great  Briiiia  r- 
voked  her  blockades  of  a  date  anterior  to  ik 
decree,  His  Majestv  would  consent  to  rerokei^ 
said  decree?  To  inese  questions  I  havefbisbr 
reaieiv^  the -IbUo wing  answer,  whieh  I  basiaE 
convey  to  you  by  a  special  messenger: 

Answer. — ^''The  only  coiidttion  required  k; 
the  revocation,  by  Hit  Majesty  the  Emperor, «/ 
the  decree  of  Berlin  will  be,  a  previous  nfxt 
tion  by  the  British  Government  of  her  blockt» 
of  France,  or  part  of  France,  (such  as  ibii  fne 
the  Elbe  to  Brest,  &c.»}  of  a  date  anterior  to  tk 
of  the  aforesaid  decree." 

1'  have  the  honor  td  be,  dtc. 

JOHN  AflMSTROfra 
Wm.  Piwkwby,  Esq.,  Ac. 

Kk.  PiakiMyr  to  Leid  Welkslej. 

QbBAT  Com BMtLAflO  Puci, 

Ftbruar^  15,  M 
Mt  Loan :  la  punoaace  of  the  iotiniici 
which  1  had  the  hofM>r  to  give  to  year  Lonidif 
a  few  days  ago,  I  beg  to  trouble  yoor  hx^i 
with  aa^  iooairy  wb^er  any,  and,  ifaoi.tii^ 
blockades  of  France,  institaiea  by  GieatBiiwiL 
during  the  present  war,  before  the  lstdaj«fliB' 
uacy,  XSOTy.afe  understood  by  HisMaje^tj'sGer* 
eromeot  to  be  in  force  ?  I  am  not  able  it  pn*- 
ent  to  specify  more  than  one  of  the  blocktdn  u 
which  this  inquiry  applies,  namely,  that  fr^ 
the  Kibe  to  Brest,  declared  in  Mav,  1806.  lada.^ 
terward  limited  and  modified ;  but!  shall  be  oiks 
obliged  to  your  Lordship  for  precise  ioforDSi^ 
as  to  the  whole. 
I  have  the  honor  i»  be;  4be. 

WM.  P1NKN8Y 

The  Marqvie  WellbsLbt,  ^. 

Losd  WelMqyto  Mr.  Pinknej. 

FoBBiQN  Ophc%  March2^l^^^ 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  ^^  ^ 
ceipt  of  your  note  of  the  I5th  ultimo,  wb^jt] 
you  request  to  be  informed  whether  aoy,  s°^' 
any,  what  blockades  of  France,  io$iiiQ((\| 
Great  Britain,  during  the  present  war.  befoKj^' 
Isi  day  of  January,  1807,  are  understood  by «' 
Majesty's  Government  to  be  in  force?  I  »*'' 
now  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  tbat  tbec^-' 
rivers,  and  ports,  from  the  river  Elbe  to  d(<^ 
both  inclusive,  were  notified  to  be  ooder  tbe  i^ 
strictions  of  blockade,  with  certain  modilicatu^ 
on  the  16th  of  May,  ld06 ;  and  tbat  these  re^"- 
tioos  were  afterwards  comprehended  in  ibevro^ 
of  Council  of  the  7ih  of  January,  1807;  wb" 
order  is  still  in  force. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc.  ^,  „j, 

Wh.  PmiuijbTj  Bsq.|  dbc. 
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MV.  Piiifcncj  to  Loid  Welleslej.  ' 

Great  Ccvberland  Place, 

Inarch  7, 1810. 

MtLorD:  I  bare  had  the  honor  to  receive 
four  Lordship's  answer  of  the  2d  ioslaoC^  to  my 
etier  uf  the  15ib  of  la&i  moDth,  conceroiog  the 
)iQckades  of  Prance,  instituted  by  Great  Britain, 
iuriog  the  present  war,  be/ore  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
jary,  1807. 

1  infer,  froiQ  that  answer,  that  the.  blockade* 
loiified  by  Great  Britain  in  May,  1806.  from  the 
Slbe  10  Brest,  is  not  itself  in  force,  and  that  the 
e^trictiuns  which  it  established  rest  altogether,  so 
ar  as  such  restrictions  exist  at  this  time,  upon  an 
»rder  or  Orders  in  Council  issued  since  the  1st 
lay  of  January,  1807. 

1  infer,  also^  either' that  no  other  blockade  of 
France  was  instituted  by  Great  Britain' during 
be  period  above-mentioned,  or  that,  if  any  other 
vas  instituted  during  that  period,  it  is  not  now  in 
brce. 

May  Ibeg  yoaf  Lordship  to^do  me  the  honor 
0  inform  nie  whether  these  inferences  are  cor- 
ect,  and,  if  intorrect,  id  what  respects  they 
re  so  ?    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

WM.  PINKNEY, 

The  M^Rauis  OP  Welles  ley,  dtc. 


The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Pinkney  to  ac- 
cept the  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

WELLESLEY, 
Wm.  Pinkney,  Esq.,  dbc. 


Mr.  PinkaejF  to  Mr.  Smith. 

London,  February^  23,- 1816. 
tSiB :  I  have  the'  honor  to.  transmit,  enclosed/ 
eupy  of  B  notification  of  the  blockade  of  the 
euast  and  ports  of  Spain;  from  Qijon  to' the 
''rench  territory,"  received  fVom  Lord  Welfes- 
ey  two  days  ago.  I  have-not  yet  given  any  an- 
wer  to  this  communtcation. '  I  have,  dbc. 

WM.  PlNKNlSY. 
Hon.  Robert  Shitb,  dtc. 

Referred  to  ia  I&.  P&nkaey'a  latter  of  Pebraaiy  88.] 
Lord  Wellesiey  to  Mr.  PiiwiMy. 

'  FoBBiON  Oppicb,  February  20, 1810, 
The  undersigned.  His  Majesty's  principal  Se- 
retary  of  State  for  'Foreign  Afiairs,  has  re- 
el ved  His  Majesty ^s  commands  to  inform  Mn 
'inkoey,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
'lenipolentiary  from  the  United  States  of  Am er- 
a,  that  the  King  has  judged  it  expedient  to  tig- 
lify  bis  commands  to  the- Lords  Commissioners 
»f  the  Admiralty  to  establish  a  strict  blockade  of 
he  coasts  and  ports  of  Spain,  from^Qijon  to  the 
i^rench  territory,  which  will  be  maintained  and 
^Dfurced,  according  to  the  usages  of  war  acknow- 
edeed  and  observed,  in  similar  cases. 
'  Mr.  Piokoey  is,  tlierefore,' requested  to  apprize 
he  American  Consuls  and  merchants  residing 
0  fiDgland,  that  the  whole  of  the  Spanish  coast 
tbove-mentioned  is,  and  must  be  considered  as, 
n  a  state  of  blockade;  and  that,  from  this  time, 
ill  the  measures,  authorized  b^  the  law  of  na- 
tions and  the  reaped tive.tfeaties  between  His 
Majesty  and  the  different  neutral  Powers,  will 
^  adopted  and  executed  with  respect  to. vessels, 
iiiempiidg  to  violate  the  said  blockade  after  this 
notice. 

1  Ith  Com.  3d  Sxiss.— 37 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 

London.  March  21, 1810. 

Sir:  Qn  the  the  27th  of  November,  Mr.  Bru- 
nell  delivered  to  me  yodr  letters  of  the  lltb, 
14th,  and  2dd  of  the  preceding  month,  and  on 
the  Saturday  fujlowing  I  hsd  ia  conference  with 
the  Marquis  of  Wellesiey.  to  the  course  of  which 
I  explained  to  htm  fully  the  grounds  upon  which; 
I  was  instructed  to  request  Mr.  Jackson^s  imme-«' 
diate  recall,  and  upon  which  the  official  inter* 
Course  between  that  Minister  and  the  American 
Goi^ernment  had  been  suspeadedl 

Lord  Wellesiey 's  reception  of  what  I  said  to 
him  was  frank  and  frtenajy,  and  I  left  him^with 
a  persuasion  that  we  should  have  no,  cause  to  be 
dissatisfied  with  the  final  course  of  his  Qovern-, 
m$nt  on  the  subject  of  our  conference. 

We  agreed  in  opinion  that  this  interview  could 
only  be  idtroductv)ry  to  a  more  formal  proceed- 
ing on  my  part ;  and  it  was  accordingly  settled 
between  us  that  1  should  present  an  official  letter, 
to  the  efi^ect  of  my  verbal  communication. 

Havins  prepared  such  a  letter,  I  carried  it  my- 
self to  Downing  street  a  few  days  afterwards, 
and  accompanied  the  delivery  of  it  to  Lord  Wel- 
lesiey, with  some  explanatory  observations,  with 
which  it  is  not,  I  presume,  necessary  to  trouble 
you.  You  will  find  a  copy  of  this  letter  enclosed, 
and  will  be  able  to  collect  from  it  the  substance 
of  the  greater  part  of  the  statements  and  remarks 
which  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  make  in  the  con- 
versation above-mentioned. 

Although  1  was  aware  that  the  answer  to  my 
letter  would  not  be  very  hastily  given,  I  certainly 
was  not  prepared  to  expect  the  delay  which  baa 
actually  occurred.  The  President  will  do  me 
the  justice  to  believe,  that  f  have  used  every  ex-* 
^  ertion,  consistent  with  discretion  and  the  nature 
of  the  occasion,  to  shorten  thai  delay,  which, 
though  not  ascrihable,  as  I  persuade  myself,  to 
any  motive  Unfriendly  or  disrespectful  to  the 
United  States,  may,  I  am  sensible,  have  been 
productive  of  some  disadvantage.  A  copy  of  the 
answer,  received  on  the  day  of  its  date,is  enclosed. 

Between  the  delivery  of  my  letter  and  the 
receipt  of  the  reply,  I  had  frequent  conversationt 
with  Lord  Wellesiey,  some  of  which  were  at  bis 
own  request,  and  related  altogether  to  the  sub* 
ject  of  my  letter.  The  rest  were  on  other  sub- 
jects; but  Mr.  Jackson's  afl^dir  was  incidentally 
mentioned  in  all.  A  particular  account  of  what 
was  said  on  these  several  occasions  would  scarce- 
ly be  bseful,  and  could  not  fail  to  be  tedious  It 
will,  perhaps,  be  sufficient  to  observe,  that,  al* 
though  these  conversations  were  less  satisfactory 
to  me  than  the  first,  there  was  always  an  appar- 
ent anxiety  on  the  part  of  Lord  Wellesiey  to  do 
what  Was  conciliatory;  and  that,  in  the  share 
which  I  took  in  them,  I  was  governed  by  an 
opinion  that,  ahbough  it  might  become  my  doty 
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to  ayoid,  with  more  tban  ordinary  care,  ail  ap- 
pearance of  my  being  a  party  to  the  ultimate  pro- 
ceeding of  the  British  Uovernment  upon  my  offi- 
cial representation,  it  could  not  be  otherwise  than 
proper,  in  any  turn  which  the  affair  could  take, 
that  I  should  avail  myself  of  every  opportunity 
of  bringing  lo  Loxd  Wellesley's  mind  such  con- 
siderations as  were  calculated  to  produce  a  bene- 
ficial influence  upon  the  form  and  character  of 
that  proceeding.  In  what  light  the  President 
will  view  the  course,  after  so  much  deliberation, 
this  Government  has  adopted,  it  would  not  be- 
come me  even  to  conjecture.  If.  either  in  man- 
fier  or  effect,  it  should  not  fulfil  bis  expectations, 
I  shall  have  to  regret  that  the  success  of  my 
humble  endeavors  to  make  it  what  it  ought  to 
be,  has  not  been  proportioned  to  my  zeal  and 
diligence. 

Of  my  letter  to  Lord  Wellesley  of  the  2d  of 

.  January.  I  have  very  little  to  say.    I  trust  it  will 

be  found  faithful  to  my  instructions ;  and  that. 

while  it  maintains  the  honor  of  my  Goveromentj 

it  does  not  neglect  what  is  due  to  conciliation. 

I  am  not  Rure  that  I  ought  to  have  quoted  in  it 
your  letter  to  me  of  the  11th  of  November,  of 
which  the  subject  is  undoubtedly  given  in  the 
quotation  from  your  subsequent  letter  of  the  23d 
of  the  same  month.  But  I  saw  no  objection  to  a 
^repetition  of  the  just  and  amicable  sentiment  ex- 
pressed in  these  quotations ;  and,  as  I  had  beep, 
induced,  at  my  first  interview  with  Lord  Welles- 
ley,  to  read  to  his  Lordship  each  of  the  passages, 
I  felt  that  I  was  in  some  sort  bound  to  the  intro- 
duction of  both  into'my  written  communication. 

My  letter  avoids  all  discussion,  and  all  invita- 
tion to  discussion,  on  the  business  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, on  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  on  other 
topics  which  circumstances  have  connected  with 
both.  It  does  not,  however,  entirely  pass  them 
by;  but  contains  such  references  to  them  a^,  I  sup- 
|)osed,  were  likely  to  be  useful.  I  feel  assured  that, 
'in  this  respect,  I  have  acted  in  conformity  with 
^the  President's  intentions.  Indeed,  if  I  had  acted 
•^ther^ise,  1  should  have  complicated  and  em- 
^rraased  a  question  which  I  was  ordered  to  sim- 

Slify,  and  forced  into  combination  the  peculiar 
ifficuliies  of  several  subjects,  to  counteract  the 
wishes  of  my  own  Government  upon  each.  I 
should  have  done  so,  too,  without  inducement ; 
for  I  had  no  authority  to  make  any  demand  or 
proposal  in  the  cases  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Or- 
ders in  Council,  or  to  act  upon  any  propo>al 
which  Lord  Wellesley  might  be  inclined  to  make 
to  me ;  and  it  was  perfecily  clear  that  these  sub- 
jects were  not  susceptible  of  anv  very  material 
written  illustrations  which  they  had  not  already 
received.  I  did  not,  however,  imagine  that  1 
was  to  make  no  use  of  the  reflections  upon  these 
which  you  bad  furnished  in  your  letter  of  the^ 
d3d  of  November.  I  was,  on  the  contrary,  con- 
vinced that  it  would  be  proper  to  suggest  them 
occasionally  in  conversation,  with  a  view  to  dis- 
pose Lord  Wellesley, and,  through  him,  the  Btit- 
lah  Government,  to  seek  such  fair  and  liberal 
tdjustmeau  with  us  as  would  once  more  make 
ua  friends.    Accordingly,  in  my  fi«$t  conference, 


I  spoke  of  the  afiair  of  the  Chesapeake  aad  die 
Orders  in  Council,  %nd  concluded  my  expliu- 
lions,  which  did  not  lose  sight  of  your  letter 6t 
the  23d  of  November,  by  expressing  a  wi&h  i)»i 
Lord  Wellesley  would  allow  me  an  early  oppor- 
tunity of  a  free  comiuunication  with  him  od  iheH 
heads.    From  the  disposition  evinced  bjLord 
Wellesley,  in  the  notice  which  he  took  of  tbnt 
suggestions  and  of  that  wish,  I  was  iocliaed  to 
hope  that  it  might  be  in  my  power  to  annouoceui 
you,  by  the  return  of  the  corvette,  that  a  new  ea- 
voy  would  be  charged,  as  the  successor  of  Mi. 
Jackson,  with  instructions  adapted  to  the  pot- 
pose  of  honorable  accommodation.    Mv  letter  to 
his  Lordship  was  written  under  the  infloeDce^/ 
this  hope,  and  concludes.  a>i  you   will  perceiTs, 
with  as  strong  an  appeal  to  the  disposition  a 
which  it  rested,  as  could  with  propriety  be  mik 
I  recurred^  in  subsequent  conversations,  ti 
often  as  occasion  presented  itself,  to  the  aitacl 
OB  the  Chesapeake  and  to  the  Orders  in  CoasciL 
It  soon  appeared,  however,  that  a  new  Eorcy 
would  not,  in  the  first  instance,  be  sent  oat  u 
replace  Mr.  Jackson,  and,  consequently,  thii  u 
arrangement  of  these  subjects  was  not,  io  tkt 
mode,  to  be  expected.    A  special  mission  woeii 
still  less  be  resorted  to  \  and  it  was  not  iik&f 


that  approaches  to  netrotiation  would  be 
through  a  Charge  (T Affaires.  It  was  still  Urety 
possible  thatf  tboaifh  1  had  oo  powers  to  sfgo- 
tial«  and  conclude,  the  British  Govern  meat  mt^t 
not  be  disinclined  to  make  aiivaoces  through  ae, 
or  that  Lord  Wellesley  would  sulTer  me  sofv  to 
understand  the  viewsof  his  Go vernmeot, as ihiii 
might  enable  you  to  judge  upon  what  cooditic^ 
and  in  what  mode  arrangement  was  practicable 
This  was  poNsible,  though  not  very  probablt; 
but  it  finally  became  ceruin  that  oo  definite  pro- 
posal would,  for  the  present  at  (east,  be  m»d«io 
us  through  any  channel,  and  that  Lord  Wellw- 
leywoufd  not  commit  hinisetf  upon  ibeiimn 
to  which  I  wishea  hi«  to  speait,  but  upon  wbid 
of  couraef  I  did  not  press  him. 

It  only  remains  to  refer  you,  for  the  actual  $«• 
timents  of  this  GoverniBent,  with  regard  to  fu- 
ture neffotiation,  to  the  concludtog  paragrapbc^ 
Lord  Wellesley's  letter  to  me ;  which  is  sulbua- 
tially  the  same  with  his  recent  verbal  expitM- 
tions;  and  to  add  thai,  in  a  short  coovcrsatio" 
since  the  receipt  of  his  letter,  he  told  melbit,!' 
I  thought  myself  empowered  to  enter  upon  im 
adjust  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake,  be  would  piv- 
ceed  without  delay  to  consider  it  with  me, 

I  have  not  supposed  that  Lord  Wellesley  sW- 
ter  requires  any  other  than  the  common  ^"^'[f'' 
and  I  have,  accordingly,  givcD  the  reply  of  wiiKt 
a  copy  is  now  transmitted.    I  have,  Ac 
^^  -         WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 

Hon.  Robert  Shitb,  dtc. 

[Rei^ttred  to  in  Mr.  Pinknej's  despatch  March  21,  \9\^] 
Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  WeHflalfj. 
Great  ComberlaKd  Place,  Jan.  2, 1810- 
My  Lord:   Iu  the  course  of  the  ofliciaicoffO' 
pondence  which  has  lately  taken  place  beiw«* 
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he  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Uoited  Statei^  tod 
dr.  JacksoD,  His  Majesty'*  £o?oy  Bxtraordinarj 
ind  Miai>ter  Pledipoteatiary  at  W«^hingcoo,  ii 
usuofortaoately  happened  that  Mr.  Jackson  has 
nade  it  necessary  that  I  should  reoeire  the  com- 
naods  of  the  Preside  at  to  request  his  recall,  and 
hat,  in  the  mean  time,  the  intercourse  between 
bai  Minister  and  the  American  GoTerameni 
hould  be  suspended.  , 

I  am  quite  sure, my  Lord,  that  I  shall  best  con- 
ult  your  Lorship's  wishes,  and  theresp^t  which 
owe  to  His  Majesty's  Government,  by  execottng 
ay  duty  on  this  occasion  with  perfect  simplicity 
nd  frankness.  My  instructions,  too,  point  to 
hat  coorae  as  required  by  the  honor  of  the  two 
Sovernments,  an^i  as  suited  to  the  confidence 
rhich  the  President  entertains  in  the  dispFosition 
f  His  Majesty's  GoTernment  to  view  inits  true 
ight  the  subject  no  which  they  relate.  Wi.th 
uch  indacemeata  tp.  es^clnde  from  this  commu- 
icaiion  everything  which  is  not  intimately  con* 
ected  with  its  purpose,  aad,  on  the  other  hand. 
D  set  forth,  with  candor  and  explicitness,  the 
lets  and  considerations  which  reaUy  belong  to 
be  case,  t  should  be  uopaidonable  ir  I  fatigued 
our  Lordship  with  unnecessary  details,  or  af- 
>cted  any  reserve.     • 

It  is  known  to  your  Lordship  that  Mr.  Jackson 
rrived  in  America,  as  the  successor  of  Mr.  Ers- 
liae,  while  the  disappointment,  produced  by  tire 
isayowal  of  the  arrangement  of  the  19th  of 
Lpril,  was  yet  recent,  and  while  some  other 
auses  of  dissatisfaction,  which  had  been  made 
9  associate  themselves  with  that  disappointment, 
rere  in  operation;  bat  your  Lordship  also  knows 
tiat  his  reception  bv  the  American  Government 
ras  marked  by  all  that  kindness  and  resf^ect 
rhich  were  due  to  the  representative  of  a  Sov* 
reign,  with  whom  the  United  Slates  weresin* 
erely  desirous  of  maintaining  the  most  friendly 
eiationa.  , 

Whatever  were  the  hopes  which  Mr.  Jack- 
pn'd  mission  had  inspired  of  satisfactory  ezplam^ 
ioos  and  adjustments  tipon  the  prominent  points 
f  difference  between  the  two  countries,  they  eer* 
linJy  were  not  much  eneouraffed  by  the  coofer- 
Dces.  in  which,  as  far  as  he  tnought  proper,  he 
peoed  to  Mr.  Smith,  soon  after  his  arrival,  the  na- 
iire  and  extent  of  his  powers  and  the  views  of  his 
Government.  After  an  experiment,  deera«d  by 
be  Government  of  the  United  States  to  be  suffi- 
iept,  it  appeared  that  these  conferences,  neces- 
arily  liable  to  misconception  and  want  of  pre- 
isioQ,  were  not  likely  to  lead  to  any  practical 
ODclusion. 

Accordingly,  on  9ih  of  October,  Mr.  Smith  ad- 
Iressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Jackson,  in  which.after  sta- 
ing  the  course  of  proceeding  which  the  Amer- 
can  Government  bad  supposed  itself  entitled  to 
zpect  from  him  with  regard  to  the  rejected  ar^ 
angement  and  the  matters  embraced  by  it,  after 
ecapiiulatiog  what  Mr.  Smith  believed  to  have 
massed  in  their  recent  interviews  relative  to  those 
ubjects,  he  intimated  that  it  was  thought  expe- 
lieot  that  their  further  discussions,  on  that  par- 
icular  occasion!  should  be  io  wriiiag* 


It  is  evident,  rov  Lord,  from  Mr.  Jackson's  re- 
ply of  the  11th  of  the  same  month,  that  he  received 
this  intimation  (which,  carefully  restricted  as  il 
was,  he  seems  to  have  been  willing  to  noderstanil 
in  a  general  sense)  with  considerable  sensibility* 
He  speaks  of  it  io  that  reply  as  being  without 
example  in  the  annaU  of  diploinacy  \  as  a  stepi 
against  which  it  was  fit  to  enter  his  protest;  as 
a  violation,  in  his  person,  of  the  most  esHcntiat 
rights  of  a  public  Minister;  as  a  new  dlfficultr 
thrown  in  the  way  of  a  restoration  of  a  thorough 
good  understanding  between  the  two  countries. 

I  need  not  remark  to  your  Lordship  that  noth* 
ing'of  all  this  coulik  with  propriety,  be  said  of  • 
proceeding,  in  itseli  entirely  regular  and  nsual, 
required  by  the  state  of  the  discussions  to  whioh 
oo.ly  it  was  to  be  applied,  and  proposed  in  a  man* 
n^r  perfectly  decorous  and  unexceptionable.  The 
Cioverament  of  the  United  States  had  expeeted 
from  Mr.  Jackson  aa  explanation  of  the  grounda 
of  the  refusal,  on  the  part  of  his  Government,  to 
abide  by  Mr.  t&rskine's  arrangement,  accompanied 
by  a  substitution  of  other  propositions*  It  bad 
been  collected  from  Mr^  Jaeksoil's  conversations^ 
that  he  bad  no  power  whatsoever  to  give  any  such 
explanation ;  or,  in  the  business  of  the  Orders  ia 
Council,  to  offer  any  substitute  for  the  rejected 
agreement;  or,  in  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeskei 
to  offer  anv  substitute  that  could  be  accepted^ 
and  it  had  been  inferred,  from  the  same  conver- 
sations, that,  even  if  the  American  Government 
should,  propose  a  substitute  for  that  part  of  the 
disavowed  adjustment  which  regarded  theOrdera 
in  Council,  the  substitute  could  not  be  agreed  to, 
(if,  indeed,  Mr.  Jackson  had  power  to  do  more 
than  discuss  it,)  unless  it  should  distinctly  recog- 
nise conditions  which  had  already  been  declared 
to  be  wholly  inadmissible. 

To  what  valuahle  end,  my  Lord,  loose  conver- 
sations, having  in  view  either  no  definite  result^ 
or  none  that  was  attainable,  could,  under  such 
circumstances  aad  upon  such  topics,  be  eontlntiedj 
it  would  not  be  easy  to  discover;  and  1  think  I 
may  venture  to  assume  that  the  subsequent  writ- 
ten correspondence  has  completely  shown  that 
they  could  nothave  been  otherwise  than  fruitless^ 
and  that  they  were  not  too  soon  abandoned  for 
that  formal  course  to  which,  from  the  beginning, 
they  could  only  be  considered  as  preparatory. 

After  remonstrating  against  the  wish  of  the 
American  Government  to  give  to  the  furCheir  dia« 
cuMions  a  written  form,  Mr.  Jackson  disposes 
himself  to  conform  to  it ;  and,  speaking  in  the 
same  letter  of  the  disavowal  of  the  arrangement 
of  April,  he  declares  that  be  -was  not  provided 
with  instructions  to  explain  the  motives  of  it ;  and 
he  seems  to  intimate  that  explanation,  through 
him,  was  unnecessary,  not  only  because  it  had  al- 
ready been  made  through  other  channels,  but  be- 
cause the  Government  of  the  United  Sutes  bad 
entered  into  the  arrangement  with  a  knowledge 
^  that  it  could  only  lead  to  the  consequences  that 
actually  followed."  In  the  conclusion  of  the 
fourth  paragraph  of  the  letter,  he  informs  Mr* 
Smith  that  the  despatch  of  Mr.  Canning  to  Mr, 
I  **  which  Mr.  Smith  had  made  the  iMaia 
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•fan  official  corresipotideQee  with  the  latter  Mla- 
kter,  and  which  had  been  read  to  the  AmericaD 
IfliniMer  in  London,'*  was  the  only  despatch  by 
which  4he  condiiions  were  prescribed  to  Mr.  firs- 
kine  tor  the  conelasion  of  an  arrangement  with 
the  United  States  on  the  matter  to  which  it  ra- 
laied. 
.  Mr.  Smith's  answer  to  this  letter  bears  djite  the 
19lh  of  October;  and  I  be^  your  Lord»hip'ii  per- 
mission to  introduce  from  it  the  following  quota^ 
tion:  ^The  8!re^s  you  ha7e  laid  upon  what  yoa 
hare  beea  pleased  to  fiate  as  the  substitution  of 
the  terms  finally  if  a  reed  on  fki  the  arrangement 
ef  April  on  the  Orders  in  Couoeil]  for  the  terms 
irst  propofed,  [by  Mr.  Br^kioe.j  has  excited  no 
atnall  dt gree  oi  sorpri>e.  Certain  it  is,  that  your 
predfCf  st^or  did  present  Ant  my  consideration  the 
same  condiiion^  which  now  appear  in  the  present 
document;  that  he  was  dis|»osed  to  urge  them 
more  ihsn  the  nature  of  two  of  them  (both  palpa- 
bly tnadmis^ible,  and  one  more  than  merely  inad- 
missible) could  permit ;  and  that,  on  finding  his 
irsi  propcsal  unsuccehsful,  the  more  reasonable 
lenns.  comprised  in  the  arrangement  respecting 
the  Orders  in  Council,  were  adopted*  And  what 
•a  ili4*re  to  countenance  ihe  conclusion  you  have 
4rawn  in  favor  of  the  right  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty to  dii^avow  the  proceeding?  Is  anything 
mere  common  in  public  negotiations  than  to  be- 

5 in  with  a  higher  demand,  and,  that  failing,  to 
eseend  to  a  lower  ?  To  have,  if  not  two  sets  of 
instructions,  two  or  more  than  twogiiides  of  pro- 
positions in  the  same  set  of  instructions;  to  begin 
with  what  is  the  most  desirable^  and  to  end  with 
what  is  found  to  lie  admissible,  m  ca^e  the  more 
desirable  should  not  be  attainable?  This  roust 
«be  ftbvious  to  every  understanding,  and  is  eon- 
firmed  by  universal  experience.  • 
**  What  are  the  real  and  entire  instructions 

fiven  to  your  predecessor,  is  a  question  essentiallv 
etween  him  and  his  Government.  That  be  faad,- 
or,  at  least,  thst  he  believed  he  had,soffieient  au- 
thority to  conclude  the  arrangement,  his  formal 
amurances  during  our  discussions  were  such  as  to 
leave  no  room  for  doubt.  Hia  subseifuent  letter, 
of  the  15ih  of  June,  renewing  his  assurances  to 
me,  Mhat  the-terms  of  the  agreement  so  "happily 
aoneloded  by  the  recent  negotiation  will  be  strictly 
fulfilled  on  the  part  of  His  Ma|esty,'  is-an  evident 
mdicaiion  of  what  hjs  persuasion  then  was  as  to 
his  in^trnctions.  And,  with  a  view  to  show  what 
Ma  Impressions  hnve  been,  even  since  the  disa- 
▼owal,  I  must  take  the  liberty  of  reterrinsr  you  to 
the  annexed  extrsrts  [see  C]  from  his  official  let- 
icta  of  the  31st  of  July  and  ot  the  14th  of  August." 
*"  The  declaration,  *  that  thedespatch  from  Mr. 
Ginning  to  Mr.  Erskine,  of  the  23d  of  January, 
ia  the  only  despatch  by  which  the  conditions  were 
prescribed  to  Mr.'Brskine  for  the  conclusion  of 
ail  arrangement  on  the  mstter  to  which  it  relates,' 
know  for  the  first  time  made  to  this  Oovernmeot. 
And  I  need  hardly  add.  that,  if  that  d  spatch  bad 
been  communicated  at  the  time  of  the  arrange- 
ment, or  if  it  bad  been  made  known  that  the  pro- 
positions contsined  in  it,  and  which  were  at  first 
pnaaDied  by  Mr.  Srskiae,  were  tha  only  <mea  on 


which  be  was  authorized  to  make  an  a^aDg^ 
ment,  the  anraogement  would  not  have  ben 
made." 

I  suppose,  my  Lord,  that  it  was  imponiUe  ts 
disclaim  for  the  American  QorernmeiH,  in  mm 
preeise  and  intelligible  language  than  it  foasd  n 
this  quotation,  all  knowledge  of  Mr.  Brskinrsli- 
structions,  incompatible  witn  a  aincere,  honorable, 
and  justifiable  belief  that  he  waa,  99  he  profesnl 
to  be.  fully  authorised  to  make  the  agreeoeaiii 
which  he  undertook  to  pledge  the  faiih  of  His  Mi- 
iesty's  Oovernment.  Yet,  in  Mr.  Jackson's  neit 
letter  (of  the  23d  of  October)  to  Mr.  Smith,  be 
says,  ^  I  hava  therefore,  no  hesitation  in  tofors* 
ing  yoo  that  His  Majesty  waa  pleaded  to  disirev 
the  agreement  concluded  between  yoo  aadMr. 
Brskioe,  because  it  was  in  riolation  of  that  gn- 
tleman's  instructions,  and  altogether  witboot  le 
thoriiy  to  subscribe  to  the  terms  of  it.  TfaeM  it- 
straotions,  I  now  understand  from  your  letier,n 
well  as  from  the  obvious  deduetioD  which  I  tMk 
the  liberty  of  making  in  mine  of  the  lltb  iastast, 
yrere,  at  the  time,  in  substance  made  knows  to 
you.  No  atrouf^  illustration,  therefore^  csa  be 
given  of  thedeviattOD  from  thein  which  occomi 
than  by  a  reference  to  the  teroM  of  your  agrtt- 
men  I." 

Your  Lordship  will  allow  me  to  lake  for  graatri, 
that  this  passage  eaonot  be  misanderstood.  Its  di- 
rect and  evident  tendency  is  to  fasten  upoa  ti» 
Oovernment  of  the  Doited  Statea  an  impotiiiM 
most  injurious  to  its  honor  ttttd  treraciiy.  Tie 
charge,  that  it  had  all  along  been  aobstaatiittf 
apprised  ,however  it  might  affect  to  be  igwnflt, 
of  the  instructions  which  Mr.  Erskioe'samsse 
meot  were  mid  to  have  violated,  had  hefoiv  beta 
ittsiHoated ;  but  it  is  here  openly  made,  inrfplr 
too,  to  a  paper  in  which  the  contrary  ta  fonaaKv 
declared  by  the  official  o^a  of  the  Ameiicaa 
QoverniBent. 

This  harsh  aceumtion,  enhanced  by  the  toae 
of  the  letter  in  wliicb  it  appeared,  was  in  all  re 
speets  as  extraordiuarv  as  it  was  oflRtnsivs.  Ii 
look  the  shape  of  an  inmence  from  facts  sad  ai- 
severations,  which  necessarily  led  to  the  opposia 
conclusion.  It  waa  fMref erred  as  an  answer  tot 
claim  of  explanation,  which  Mr.  Jacksoo  {no- 
feased  not  to  be  authorized  by  hi«  Governfneai  a 
offer  at  all,  but  which  he  choae  so  to  offer  froa 
himself  aa  to  convert  explanation  into  insolL  It 
was  advanced;  not  only  without  proof  and  sgaiatf 
proof,  but  against  all  color  of  probability.  It  co«M 
scarcely  have  been  advanced,  under  any  coarl^ 
tion,  that  it  waa  neecosary  to  the  case  which  Mr. 
Jackson  was  to  maintain ;  for  His  Majesty'i  Gor- 
ernment  hsd  disavowed  Mr.  Brxkine's  arrange* 
meat,  according  to  hfr.  Jackson's  own  represesta- 
tions,  without  any  reference  to  the  knowledge 
which  this  accusation  imputed  to  the  Gorrra* 
ment  of  the  United  States;  and  it  need  i>otbe 
stated,  that  no  allusion  whatsoever  was  made  to 
it  by  Mr.  Secretary  Canning,  In  those  iafornnl 
dommunications  to  me  which  Mr.  Jacksoo  has 
mentioned.  It  waa  not,  moreo>rer,  to  have  beea 
expected  that,  in  the  apparent  atate  of  Mr.  Jack* 
son's  power%  and  io  -the  actual  poatnre  of  bis  B^ 
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^tiattoD,  he  would  seek  to  irrimie  where  heeonld 
lot  erraoge,  and  aha r pen  diaappoiotmeDt  by 
itudied  and  unfiroToked  indigoitf. 

The  eoorse  wiitcli  the  Govern laent  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States  adopted  o*  this  paiaful  occasion  was 
toeb  as  al  once  jdemonstrated  a  sincere  respect 
'or  the  public  character  with  which  Mr<  Jackson 
irat  invested,  dnd  a  doe  sense  of  its  own  dignity. 
Mr.  Jackson's  condnet  had  leA  a  feeble  bofie  that 
ortber  intercoarse  with  him,  onprodoctive  of 
^od  as  it  must  be,  might  still  be  reconcilable 
iriih  the  honor  of  the  American  Govern ment. 
k  fair  opportunity  was  accordingly  presented  to 
urn  of  making  it  so,  by  Mr.  Smith's  letter  of  the 
Ut  of  November,  of  which  I  beg^  leave  to  insert 
he  eoncloding  paragraf^h : 

**  I  abstain,  sir,  from  making  any  particular  an- 
mad  versions  on  several  irrelevant  and  improper 
illusions  in  yonr  letter,  not  at  all  comporting 
vith  the  professed  disposition  to  adjust  in  ao  am* 
cable  manner  the  differences  anhappiiy  subsisting 
)etween  the  two  countries.  But  it  would  be  rm* 
>roper  to  conclude  the  few  observations  to  which 
:  purposely  Umit  myself,  without  ad veKing  to  your 
epetition  of  a  language  implying  m  knowledge, 
m  the  part  of  this  Oevernment,  thai  the  iostroc- 
ions  of  your  predecessor  did  not  authorise  the 
innngeraent  formed  by  him.  After  the  explicit 
ind  peremptory  asseveration^  that  this  Gh>vern* 
nrnt  had  do  such  knowledge,  and  that,  with  sueh 
EDowledge,  no  sooh  arrangement  would  have 
leen  entered  into,  the  view  which  you  have  again 
nresented  of  the  subject  make^  it  my  duty  to  ap- 
prize you  thateoch  insinuations  are  ihadnissibie 
n  the  intercourse  of  a  foreign  Minister  with  a 
lovernment  that  understands  what  it  owca  to 
iself." 

Whatever  was  the  sense  in  which  Mr.  Jackson 
kad  used  the  expressions  to  which  the  American 
Government  took  exception,  he  was  now  aware  of 
he  sense  in  which  they  were  understood ;  and, 
tonsequentiv,  was  called  npon,  if  he  had  been  mis- 
ipprehended,  to  say  so.  His  expressions  conveyed 
in  injurious  meaning,  eupporled,  moreover,  by 
he  context,  and  the  notice  taken  of  them  bad  not 
sceeded  the  bounds  of  Just  admonition.  To  have 
explained  away  even  an  imaginary  affront  would 
lave  been  no  degradation  ;  but  when  an  occasioh 
iras  thus  offered,  to  qualify  real  and  severe  impo- 
ations  upon  the  Government  to  wbich  he  was 
iccrediied.  it  could  scarcely  be  otherwise  than  a 
luty  to  take  immediate  advantage  of  it. 

Such,  however,  was  norMr*  Jackson's  opinion 
fie  preferred  answering  the  appeal,  which  had 
>eeD  made  to  him,  by  reiterating  with  ag^ravn* 
lions  the  offensive  insinuation.  He  says,  in  the 
ast  paragraph  of  his  letter  of  the  4th  of  Novem- 
l)er,  to  Mr.  Smith,  *'You  will  find  that,  in  my  eori> 
reapondetfce  with  you,  I  have  carefully  avoided 
drawing  conclusions  tb^t  did  not  necessarily  fol- 
low from  the  premises  advanced  by  me ;  and  least 
of  all  shoiuld  i  think  of  uttering  an  insinuation 
where  I  was  unable  t6  substantiate  a  fact.  To 
facts,  such  as  I  have  become  acquainted  with 
ihem,  I  have  scrupulously  adhered.  In  so  doiny, 
[  moat  ceAtiftuciy  whanerer  th^  good  faith  of  His 


Majesty's  Goverament  ia  called  in  question,  to 
vindicate  his  honor  and  dignity,  in  the  maeBer 
that  appears  to  me  best  calculated  for  that  pur- 
pose." 

To  this,  my  Lord,  there  could  be  but  one  reply. 
Official  intercourse  with  Mr.  JacksOn  could  •• 
longer  be  productive  of  any  eSre\M  that  were  nol 
rather  to  be  avoided  than'  desired ;  and  it  Was 
plainlv  impossible  that  it  should  eoatioue.  Ha 
was,  tnerefore,  informed  by  Mr.  Smiih,  in  a  letter 
of  the  8ih  of  NovembeT,  which  recapiiulated  thn 
inducements  to  tlus  unavoidable  siep,  that  no  fof- 
ther  communications  would  be  received  from  him; 
that  ihc  necessity  of  this  determioation  would^ 
without  delay,  he  made  known  to  his  Govern- 
ment ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  a  ready etienr 
lion  would  be  given  to  any  commonlcBtiona,  ^f* 
feeting  the  interesto  of  the  two  natioosf  ihrough 
any  other  channel  that  might  be  substituted. 

The  President  has  beenr  pleased  to  direat  that 
I  should  make  known  this- necessity  to  His  Ms* 
jestjr's  Government,  and,  at  the«ame  time,  requesi 
tbpt  Mr.  Jackson  be  recalled.  And  I  am  partie- 
ularly  instructed  to  do  this  in  a  manner  that  will 
leave  no  doubt  of  the  undiminished  desire  of  the 
United  States  to  uaite  .in  all  ihe  means  the  best 
calculated  to  establish  the  relations  of  tiie  tiM 
countries  on  the  solid  foondations  of  justice,  v 
friendship,  end  of  mutual  interest.  I  am  Itir- 
ther  particularly  instructed,  my  Lord,  to  makt 
His  Majeity's  Govern  meat  sensible,  tliat,  in  I9» 
quirtag  the  recall  of  Mr.  Jackson,  the  Uniled 
Unites  wish  not  to  beanderitood  as  in  any  degren 
obstructing  communicationa,  which  may  lead  tn 
a  friendly  accommodation ;  but  that,  on  the  eoft* 
uary,  they  sincerely  retain  the  desire,  which  tbef 
have,  constantly  professed^  to  facilitate  so;happf 
nn  event,  and  that  nothing  will  be  more  acreeabln 
to  them  than  to  find  the  Mmister  who  has  ren* 
dared  himself  so  justly  obnoxious,  replaced  by 
another,  who,  with  a  different  character,  may 
carry  with  him  all  jthe  authorities  and  instructiona 
requisite  for  the  complete  succe»s  of  his  mission ; 
or^if  the  attainment  of  this  object,  through^mf 
agency,  should  be  considered  more  expeditioiii 
or  otherwise  preferable,  that  it  will  be  a  couran 
entirely  satisfactory  to  the  United  States 

Theie  instructions,  which  I  lay  before  yonr 
Lordship  without  disguise,  require  no  commeoL 

Before  1  conclude  this  letter,  it  may  be  pioptr 
very  shortly  to  advert  to  two  coinmunicationai 
received  by  Mr.  Secretary  Smith  from  Mr.  Oak- 
ley, after  the  eorreapondence  with  Mr.  Jacksnn 
had  ceased. 

The  first  of  these  commnnicatioos  (of  which  I 
am  not  able  to  ascertain  the  date)  requested  n 
dncument,  Imvinff  the  effect  of  a  special  passport 
or  safeguard,  for  Mr.  Jackson  and  nis  family, dur*^ 
ing  their  further  stay  in  the  United  States.  This 
application  was  regarded  hs  somewhat  siogulnr^ 
but  the  docutnentf  of  which  the  necessity  wna 
not  perceived,  was  nevertheless  furnished.  Thn 
reasons  assigned  for  the  appljcation  excited  aoaf 
sorprise.  I  have  troubled  your  Lorda^bip,  in  con- 
versation, with  a  few  remarks  from  mv  instron'* 
tinna^  upon  onnof  those  raaanns,  whidi  I  will  Itkn 
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the  llbpTiy  lo  repeal.  Tb^  paper  id  qoestton  states 
thai  Mr.  Jackson  *^  bad  already  been  once  taoat 
pfTotsly  JDt^ulied  by  the  iDhabitonta  of  Hampton, 
10  the  unprovoked  language  ofabuse  held  by  them 
to  several  officers  bearing  the  King's  uniform^ 
when  those  officers,  were  theiaselvet  assaulted 
and  put  ID  immiDeDi  danger." 

I  am  given  to  understand,  my  Lord,  that  the 
insult  here  alluded  to  was  for  the  first  lime  broug^ht 
under  the  notice  of  the  American  Govern  meat 
by  this  paper ;  that  it  had,  indeed  been  among th^ 
rumors  of  the  day,  that  some  unbecoming  scene 
had  taken  place  at  Hampton  or  Norfolk,  between 
some  officers  belonging  to  the  Africaine  frigate 
and  some  of  the  inhabitants,  and  that  it  took  its 
Tise  in  the  indiscretion  of  the  former;  that,  no  at- 
tentron  to  the  circumstance  having  been  called 
for.  and  no  inquirv  having  been  made,  the  truth 
of  the  ease  is  unknown;  but  that  it  never  was 
supposed  that  Mr.  Jackson  himself,  who  was  on 
bdard  the  frigate,  had  been  personally  iosnlted, 
nor  is  it  yet  understood  in  what  way  he  supposes 
that  he  was  so.  I  am  authorixipd  to  add,  that  any 
complaint  or  representation  on  the  subject  wonld 
instantly  have  received  every  proper  attention. 

The  other  communication— of  which  the  snb- 

« lance  wss  soon  afterwards  published  tothn  Amer* 
can  people,  in  theibrm  of  a  circular  letter  from 
Mr.  Jackson  to  the  British  Consuls  in  the  United 
States— seems  to  have  been  intended  as  a  justifi- 
cation ol  bis  conduct,  in  that  part  of  his  corre* 
apondence  which  had  given  umbrage  to  the  Amer- 
ican Government.  This  paper  (bearing  date  the 
13th  November)  is  not  very  explicit ;  but  it  would 
appear  to  be  calculated  to  give  rather  a  new  form 
to  the  statements,  which  Mr.  Jackson  had  suffered 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  view  in 
another  light,  until  it  had  no  choice  but  to  act 
upon  the  obvious  and  naturfil  interpretation  of 
Ibem  sanctioned  by  himself. 
'  It  was  never  objected  to  Mr.  Jackson,  (as  this 
paper  seems  to  so^gest^)  that  he  had  stated  that 
the  three  propositions  in  Mr.  Erskine's  original 
instructions  w«re  uibmitted  to  Mr.  Smith  by  that 
geoi|eraan;  or  that  he  had  stated  it  as  made  known 
to  him  by  Mr.  Canning,  that  the  instruction  to 
Mr.  Erskine,  containing  those  three  conditions, 
was  the  only  one  from  which  his  authority  was 
derived,  for  the  conclusion  of  an  arrangement  on 
the  matter  to  which  it  related. 

Tbe  objeciion  war,  that  he  had  ascribed  to  the 
American  Government  a  knowledge  that  the  pro* 

EisitioDs  submitted  to  its  consideration  ^y  Mr. 
rskine  were  indispensable  conditions,  and  that 
he  did  so  even  after  that  knowledge  had  been  dis- 
tiiictly  disclaimed,  and  he  had  been  made  to  per- 
ceive that  a  jrepetitionof  the  allegation  could  not 
be  suffered. 

I  willinffly  leave  your  Lordship  to  judge  whe- 
ther Mr.  Jackson's  correspondence  will  l^ar  sny 
other  construction  than  it  in  fact  received;  and 
tvhether,  iiupposing^  it  to  hnve  been  erroneously 
construed,  his  letter  of  the  4th  November  shdnld 
not  have  corrected  the  mistake,  instead  of  con- 
firming and  estabSishingf  it. 

As  an  tafpianaiimi,  this  paper  was  even  wone 


thnn  nothing.  It  had  not  the  appcaraaee  of  aa 
attempt  to  rectify  misapprehenaioo.  It  soofhta 
put  the  American  GU)vernment  to  the  wrong, If 
assuming  that  what  bad  given  «o  mnch  ombiafe 
ought  not  to  have  given  any.  It  Imported  re- 
proach rather  than  ezplanatioD.  It  kept  mnoi 
sight  the  real  offence,  and,  introdocing  a  oewaai 
insufficient  one  in  its  place^  seemed  to  disclose  as 
other  wish  than  to  wabdraw  (nxn  the  Goven- 
ment  of  the  United  States  the  ground  upon  wbiek 
it  bad  proceeded.  Its  apparent  purpose,  in  a  word, 
was  to  fix  a  charge  of  injustice  upon  the  past- 
not  to  produce  a  Mneficial  effect  upon  the  lutsre. 
In  this  view,  and  in  this  only,  it  was  peifecdr 
consistent  that  it  should  announce  Mr.  JaeksoaH 
determination  to  retire  to  Neir  York. 

The  time  when  this  papier  was  presented  wiU 
not  have  escaped  your  Lordship's  observatioa.  it 
followed  the  demand,  already  mentioned,  of  a  s&fe* 
guard  for  ^  Mr.  Jackson,  his  family,  and  the  ges- 
tlemen  attached  to  his  mission" — a  deoMnd  vhick 
cannot  be  regarded— especially  if  we  look  to  ik 
inducemeorts  to  which  it  was  referred,  as  eitto 
coneiliatoiy  or  respectful.  It  followed,  too,  i^ 
letter  of  the  4th  November,  which,  had  ezpla» 
tion  been  intended,  ought  undoubtedly  to  iian 
contained  it ;  but  which,  in  lieu  of  it,  coaisiad 
fresh  matter  of  provocation.  It  was  itself  foUowci 
by  the  publication  of  its  own  substance  mnw- 
ther  garb.  On  the  very  day  of  its  date,  wbea  Mr 
Jackson,  if  he  meant  it  as  an  explanation,  cosM 
npt  be  justified  in  concluding  that  it  wonliaoc 
be  satisfactory,  it  was  moulded  bf  him  iaiotbc 
circular  addreiis  to  which  I  have  before  alMei*, 
and  immediate  steps  appear  to  hare  been  uk«s 
to  give  to  it,  in  that  shape,  the  utmost  paUiorf. 
I  have  no  wish,  my  Lord^  to  make  any  strosf 
remarks  upon  that  proceeding.  It  will  be  admit- 
led  that  it  was  a  great  irregularity;  and  tksi,if 
Mr.  Jackson  bad  been  particularly  aazioos  to  dost 
every  avenue  to  reconciliation  between  the  Asier- 
ican  Government  and  himself,  he  cou^d  not  hare 
fallen  upon  a  better  expedienL 

I  have  now  only  to  add,  my  Lord,  the  expre^ 
sioo  uf  my  own  niost  ardent  wish^  that  out  of  tte 
incident  which  has  produced  this  letter,  an  occi* 
sion  may  be  made  to  arise,  which,  improved  as  it 
ought  to  be,  and  I  trttst  will  be>  by  our  respectlre 
Governments,  may  conduct  them  to  a  cordial  ss' 
lasting  friendship.  Thus  to  endeavor  to  brisg 
good  out  of  evik  would  be  worthy  of  the  rnlen« 
two  nations  that  are  oaljr  in  their  natural  posttios 
when  they  are  engaged  in  offices  of  mutual  kind- 
ness, and  largely  conuibuting  to  the  prosperiij 
and  happiness  of  each  other. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  coa- 
sideration,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedi* 
ent,  humUe  servant, 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 
The  MABatJia  of  WstxEstiEY. 


Lord  Wellesley  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

FoRBioN  OrFicB,  Mar^  14, 1810. 
Sir:  The  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  tois- 
ceive  from  yoo,  under  dale  of  the  3d  of  Jaaoaiyv 
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o^iber  with  iffie  addhtonal  paragraph  received 
m  the  24th  of  January,  has  been  laid  before  the 

The  several  conferences  which  I  hare  heFd  with 
fou  respecting  the  transactions  to  v^ich  your 
e(ter  refers,  have,  I  trust,  satisBed  you  that  it  is 
he  sincere  desire  of  His  Majesty's  OoTeroment, 
m  the  present  occasion,  to  avoid  any  discussion 
vbich  might  obstruct  the  renewal  of  amicable 
Dtercourse  between  the  two  countries. 

The  correspondeoee  between  Mr.  Jackson  and 
kifr.  Smith  has  been  aobmitted  to  His  Majesty's 
consideration. 

His  Majesty  has  commanded  me  to  express  his 
concern  that  the  official  communication  between 
flis  Majesty's  Minister  in  America  and  theGov- 
irnment  of  the  United  States  should  have  been 
Dterrupted  before  it  was  possible  fOr  his  Majesty, 
>y  any  interposition  of  bis  authority,  to  manifest 
lis  invariable  dinposition  to  maintain  the  rela- 
ioos  of  amity  witn  tho'United  States. 

I  am  commanded  by  His  Majesty  to  inform  you, 
hat  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Jackson  the  mo«t 
)Ositive  assurances  that  it  was  nut  his  purpose  to 
rive  offence  to  ihe  Qovernment  of  the  United 
States  by  any  ezpresMon  contained  in  his  letters, 
)r  by  any  part  of  his  conduct. 

The  expressions  and  conduct  of  His  Majesty's 
Minister  m  America  having,  however,  appeared 
0  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  be 
*xceptionable,the  usual  course  in  such  cases  would 
lave  been  to  coiivey,  in  the  first  instance,  to  His 
Majesty,  a  formal  complaint  against  his  Mi  nic- 
er, and  t9  desire  such  redress  as  might  be  deemed 
uitable  to  the  nature  of  the  alleged  offence. 

This  course  of  proceeding  would  have  enat>led 
Sis  Majesty  to  have  made  such  arrangements,  or 

0  have  offered  such  seasonable  explanations,  as 
night  have  precluded  the  inconvenience  which 
nust  always  arise  from  the  suspension  of  official 
communication  between  friendly  Powers. 

His  Majesty,  however,  is  always  disposed  to  pay 
;he  utmoat  attention  to  the  wtabes  and  aentimenu 
)f  States  in  amity  with  hioi ;  and  he  has,  there- 
ore,  been  pleased  to  direct  the  return  of  Mr.  Jack- 
ion  to  England. 

But  His  Majesty  has  not  marked  with  any 
expression  of  his  displeasure  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
lackson,  whose  integrity,  2eal,  and  ability,  have 
loDg  been  distinguished  in  His  Majesty's  service, 
lod  who  does  not  appear, on  the  present  occasion, 
to  have  committed  any  intentional  offence  against 
the  Government  of  the  United  Stales. 

I  am  commanded  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Jack- 
son is  ordered  to  deliver  over  the  charge  of  His 
Majesty's  affairs  in  America  to  a  person  properly 
qualified  to  carry  on  the  ordinary  intercourse  be" 
tween  the  two  Governments,  which  His  Majesty 
is  sincerely  desirous  of  cultivating  on  the  most 
friendly  terms. 

As  an  additional  testimony  of  this  disposition, 

1  am  authorized  to  assure  you  that  His  Majesty 
is  ready  to  receive,  with  sentiments  of  undimin- 
ished amity  and  good  will,  any  communication 
which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  mav 
deem  beneficial  to  the  mutual  interests  of  botn 


countries,  through  any  channel  of  negotiation 
which  may  appear  advantageous  to  that  Govern- 
ment. 

I  request  you  will  accept  the  assurances  of  the 
high  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant. 

WELLESLEY. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  WeUeilaj. 

Great  Cumbbrulno  Placb, 

March  17,  iSlOr. 
Mt  Loan:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  in  reply 
to  mine  of  the  2d  January,  and  will  lose  no  time 
in  transmitting  it  to  n^y  Government. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 
Loan  Wellbsley,  dbc. 


£zlncV-*Mr.  Pinkney  la  Mr.  Smith. 

LoNooN,  March  27, 1810. 

1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  Lord 
Wellesley's  reply  to  my  letter  of  the  7(h  Instant, 
respecting  the  British  blockades  of  France  before 
the  Berlin  decree. 

I  do  not  think  it  of  such  a  nature  as  to  justify 
an  expectation  \hat  General  Armstrong  will  ble 
able' to  niake  any  use  of  it  at  Paris,  but  I  shall 
nevertheless  convey  to  him  the  substance  of  it 
without  delay. 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Piokney*t  letter  of  Haich  37.] 
Loxd  Weliealey  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

FoREiGif  OFncE,  March  86, 1816. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  requesting 
a  further  explanation  of  my  letter  Of  the  2d,  con- 
cerningthe  blockades  of  France  instituted  by  Great 
Britain  during  the  present  war,  before  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1807. 

The  blockade  notified  by  Great  Britain  in  May, 
1806,  has  never  been  formally  withdrawn.  It  can- 
not, therefore,  be  accurately  stated  that  the  re* 
strictiona  which  it  established  rest  altogether  on 
the  Order  of  Council  of  the  7ih  January,  1807; 
they  are  comprehended  under  the  more  extensive 
restrictions  of  that  order.  No  other  blockade  of 
the  ports  of  France  was  instituted  by  Great  Brit- 
ain between  the  16th  May,  1806,  and  the  7th  of 
January,  1807,  excepting  tne  blockade  of  Venice, 
instituted  on  the  27th  July,  1806,  which  is  still  in 
force. 

I  be^  you  to  accept  the  assurances  of  high  con- 
sideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WELLESLBY. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  General  Armstrong. 

LoNooN.  April  6, 1810. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  do  not  know  whether  the  atate- 
ment  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  27lh  of  last 
month  will  enable  you  to  obtain  the  recall  of  the 
Berlin  decree.  Gertainlv,  the  inference  from  that 
statement  is,  that  the  blockade  of  1806  ia  virtue 
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ally  at  an  end,  beiog  inerj^ed  and  comprehended 
in  an  Order  in  Council  issued  after  the  date  of 
the  edict  of  Berlin.  I  am,  however,  about  to  try 
to  obtain  a  formal  revocation  of  that  blockade, 
and  of  that  of  Venice,  or  at  least  a  precise  declar- 
ation that  they  are  not  in  force.  As  it  will  not 
be  possible  to  obtain  either  the  one  or  the  other 
nHy  soon,  if  indeed  they  can  be  obtained  at  all, 
I  will  not  detain  Mr.  Lee,  but  will  send  you  ano- 
ther messenffer  (Mr.  Craig)  of  Philadelphia)  in 
the  course  of  three  or  four  weeks,  with  the  result 
of  my  endeavors.  In  the  meantitne,  such  use  can 
be  made  of  my  communicatiooof  the  27th  ultimo 
aa  you  may  aeem  adviKable.  I  have  the  bonoh 
to  be»  dbe.  WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 


the  cas^  of  the  attack  on  the  Aiocrina  frifui 
Chesapeake,  in  the  month  of  Jane^  1807,  kj  tki 
British  ship  the  Leopard. 

It  will  give  me  sincere  plfasore  to  oomnou- 
cate  witl^our  Lord5hip  on  this  ioterestiof  saV 
ject,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  thought  be>iicftl> 
culated  to  lead  to  a  fair  aod  honorable  arnof^ 
ment  of  it.  preparatory  to  the  restoration  of  kiU" 
nes.s  aod  beneficial  intercourse  beiwreo  the  m 
countries.    1  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c. 

.      WILLIAM  PiNKNEY. 


Mr.  Pinknciy  to  Mr.  Smith. 

LoNpoN,  Ajnil  8. 1810. 

Sir:  In  a  short  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  by  Mr. 
John  Wallace,  Jn  the  British  packet,  I  had  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on -the  3Ut  of 
last  month,  by  Dr.  Logan,  of  your  letters  of  the 
20th  January  and  the  16th  ^ebruary,and  to  Inform 
you  that  1  had,  in  consequence,  an  appointment 
to  meet  Lord  Wellesley  on  the  3d. 

At  the  interview  which  took  place  in  pursu- 
ance of  that  appointment.  1  eiplained  to  Lord 
"Wellesley  the  nature  of  the  powers  now  confined 
to  mOf  and,  as  far  as  was  necessary,  the  solgeets 
to  which  they  related.  The  result  of  the  conver- 
sation which  ensued  was  an  understanding  that 
we  should  begin  with  an  attempt  to  settle  the 
affiirof  the  Chesapeake ;  and,  that  attempt  being 
successful,  thai  we  should  proceed  toeonsider  next 
the  subject  of  the  Orders  in  Couoeil ;  and  lastly, 
the  commercial  and  other  concerns  embraced  by 
the  commission  of  1806,  to  Mr.  Monrpe  and  myself. 
In  conformity  with  this  understanding,  it  was 
agreed  that  I  should  immediately  follo^  up  tke 
conferenoe  with  a  note,  stating  my  authority  to 
adjust  with  the  British  Government  the  case  of 
the  Chesapeake ;  and  I  have  accordingly  pre^red 
and  sent  to  Lord  Wellesley  the  letter  of  which  a 
copy  is  enclosed^  I  have  not  since  heard  from  his 
Lordship,  to  whom,  of  course,  it  now  belongs  to 
'make  proposals. 

It  will  not,  I  trust,  be  thought  that  my  leuer, 
which  is  simply  an  official  notification,  in  civil 
terms,  of  my  power  to  receive  and  act  upon  such 
overtures  as  tbis€k>verninent  may  choose  lo  make, 
goes  too  far.    1  hate  the  honor  to  l>e  dbc. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 

P.  S. — April  9.  I  have  just  received  from  Lord 
Wetiesley  a  note,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  in- 
Yiting  me  to  a  conference  on  Thursday  next,  (the 
12ih,)  doubtless  on  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake. 

(  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc.  W.  P* 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Pinkney's  letter  of  April  8, 1810.] 
Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Wellesley. 


'  Lord  Wellesley  to  Mr.  PSnkncy. 

FoasiGN  Offics,  AprU  9, 16ia 
The  Marquis  Wellesley  pre^eou  his  eofB{iit* 
ments  to  Mr.  Pinkney, and  wiH  be  happv  to  ban 
the  honor  of  seeing  him  at  the  Foreign  Oiccoi 
Thursday  next,  at  2  p.  m.,  if  that  hour  ik/ik 
^uit  his  convenience* 


Mr.  Pinkiiev  fo  Mr.  SnifA. 

LoNDOH,  April  9,  ISld 
Sib:  I  have,  upon  full  reflectiun^  thoo«b:ii 
necessary  to  prqfiarea  letter  to  Lord  Well»ief, 
reciting  the  French  MinisieHs  official  suteBint 
to  General  Armstrong  of  the  conditions  on  wkiek 
the  Berlin  decree  would  be  recalled,  aod  io(|«^ 
ing  whether  there  exists  any  objeciicm  ob  t^ 
part  of  the  British  Government  to  a  reroeiiiM 
(or  to  a  precise  declaration  that  they  vt  so 
longer  in  force)  of  the  blockade  of  May,  1906. 
andof  that  of  Venice,  especially  the  fuinu.  As 
the  answer  to  this  letter  (upon  which  I  wiihio 
converse  with  Lord  Wellesley  before  I  delimiO 
will  not  probably  be  very  prompt,  I  hare^iatlK 
mean  time,  sent  Mr.  Lee  to  Paris,  with  leo  li- 
ters to  General  Armstrong,  of  which  copies  ta 
enclosed.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 


CcMBBBULND  Placb,  (iwMoii^  doit,)       the  re&uh  of  mjr  endeavors. 


Mt  Loan;  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  yopr 
Lordship,  in  conformity  with  my  verbal  explan- 
ations in  a  recent  conference,  that  1  am  author* 
tzed  to  adjust  with  His  Majesty's  Government 


Mr.  Pinkaey  to  Genefal  AfsstMUf. 

,  LoMDONi  April  6, 1810. 

DfiAa  Stn:  I  do  not  know  whether  the  >tite 
ment  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  27(h  of  is< 
month  will  enable  you  to  obtain  the  recall  of  tlK 
Berlin  decree.  Certainly  the  inference  from  tbit 
statement  is,  that  the  blockade  of  1906  is  rirts- 
ally  at  an  end,  being  merged  and  comnrebefidn 
in  an  Order  in  Council,  issued  after  the  dt(e« 
the  edict  of  Berlin.  I  am,  however,  about  to  try 
to  obtain  a  formal  revocation  of  that  bIocktd<> 
and  of  that  of  Venice,  or  at  least  a  precise  <I«* 
laration  .that  they  are  not  in  force.  As  it  viu 
not  be  possible  to  obtain  either  the  oce  ox}^ 
other  very  soon  (if,  indeed,-  they  can  be  obuioefl 
at  all)  I  will  not  detain  Mr.  Lee,  but  will  i^ebd 
you  another  messenger  f  Mr.  Craig,  of  Philadn- 
phia)  in  the  course  of  loree  or  four  weeks,  vit^ 


in  the  meantimesuch  use  can  be  made  of  nT 
communication  of  the  27ih  ultimo  a^  you  mif 
deem  advisable.    I  have  the  honor  to  be.  ^ 

WILLIAM  P1NKN8T. 


im 
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Gttat  BriUdtt. 


Mr* 


to  Mr«  dmilh. 


London,  Ma^f  3, 1810. 

Sia:  I  had  'the  honor  to  inform  yoa,  in  my  lel- 
r  of  the  9th  of  last  month,  |bai  I  had,  upon  fitil 
fleetioD,  thought  it  Decenary  to  prepare  a  letter 
Lord  Wellealey,  reeitinf  the  Freneh  Mioiater's 
Kcia)  statement  to  €knerai  ArmttroDg  of  the 
MiditioDs  on  which  the  Berlin  decree  would  be 
called,  and  imjiririDg  whether  there  efeJbU  any 
gection  on  the  4)art  of  the  Britith  Qorernment 
a  rerocation,  or  to  a  f  reoise  declaration  tha\ 
ey  are  no  longer  in  force,  of  tha  btockade  of 
ay,  1806,  and  that  of  Venice,  opeoialiy  the 
rmer.    . 

I  have  now  the  honor  to^ransmtt  a  copv  of  Ibe 
tter  which,  in  pnrsuaQoe  of  that  determination, 
bare  just  sent  to  Lord  Wellealey.  I  am  not 
>ie  to  say  what  will  be  the  nature  of  the  answer 
it;  but  if  it  should  he  satisfactory,  I  will  lose 
>  time  in  oommuaicating  it  to  General  Arm- 
roDg.    I  hnTC  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 

WILLIAM  PINENEY. 
Isiwred  to  ia  Mr,  Pinkney's  IsUot  of  May  9,  1810.] 
Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Wella^y. 

GfiEAT  Cumberland  P[«ace, 

Apnl  30, 1810. 
Mt  Lord:  The  French  Mioisier  for  Foreign 
Sairs  has  stated,  in  an  official  note  to  General 
rmstrong,  th6  MiDister  Plenipott  otiary  of  the 
oited  Slates  at  Paris,  that  "the  only  condition 
fquired  for  the  revocation  bv  the  French  Gov- 
roment  of  the  decree  of  Berlin,  will  be  the  pre- 
ious  revocation  by  the  British  Government  of 
It  blockades  of  France,  or  part  of  France  (such 
I  that  from  the  Elbe  to  Brest,  dtc.)  of  a  date  an- 
rior  to  the  date  of  the  aforesaid  decree.'' 
1  had  supposed  that  the  blockades  of  France, 
istituted  by  Great  Britain  before  the  date  of  the 
eriin  decree,  were  already  withdrawn,  virtually, 
lough  not  formallv,  by  reason  of  the  restrictions 
'bicn  they  established  having  teen  provided  for 
ad  comprehended  in  certain  Orders  in  Council 
isued  arter  the  date  of  that  decree ;  and  your 
•ordship's  letter  to  me  of  the  26(h  of  last  month 
ertainly  seems  to  confirm  that  supposition  wi:h 
rgard  to  the  blockade  of  May,  1806.  altbuugh  it 
roves  it  to  be  erroneous  with  regard  to  the  only 
ther  blockade  which  falls  within  the  description 
r  the  French  Ministei's  communication,  name- 
U  the  blockade  of  Venice  established  in  July  of 
ae  same  year.   . 

As  1  am  anxious  to  neglect'  nothing  which 
lay  have  a  tendency  to  produce  the  repeal  of  the 
lerlin  decree,  and  of  suob  other  decrees  and  or- 
ers  as  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
rom  time  to  time  complained  of,  I  beg  to  inquire 
*f  your  Lordship,  with  a  view  to  the  terms  of 
he  above-mentioned  note  to  General  Armstrong, 
whether  there  exists  any  objection  on  the  part  of 
iis  Majesty^tf  Ciovernment  to  a  revocation,  or  to 
I  declariition  that  thejr  are  no  longer  in  force,  of 
he  blockades  in  question,  especially  that  of  May, 
1806.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

WILLIAM  PINKNET. 

Marquis  WauLEat^T,  &c. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  fiaith. 

Lonnoii,  May  3, 1810. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  adi 
about  to  send  to  Lord  Wellesley,  concerning  the    • 
forgery  in  Bogtand  of  American  ships'  papers, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  to  English  vessels  the 
character  of  American  bottoms. 

in  conformity  with  your  letter  of  the  3d  of 
November  Ijist,  which  came  to  hand  on  the  10th 
of  January,  I  mentioned  the  subject  to  Lord 
Weliesley  as  soon  as  1  thought  it  ezpe(|ient  to  do 
so.  He  gave  no  opinion  upon  it;  but  when  I 
observed  that  it  would  perhaps  be  better  to  lay 
the  matter  before  him  at  oiVce  in  writing,  he  ex* 
pressed  bis  approbation  of  that  course.  As  there 
IS  nothing  in  the  subject  itself,  or  in  your  letter, 
to  forbid  it,  I  shall  send  him  my  paper  to-day  or 
to-mbrr6w.    \  have  the  honor  to  be.  d^c. 

WILLI  AM'PlNKNKY. 

[Enclosed  in  Mr.  Pinkney^s  letter  of  May  9,  1810.] 

'      Mr*  Pinkney  to  Lord  WdlsSley. 

Great  Cumberland  Pi,aob, 
,  May  3, 1810. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  Lord- 
ship's attention,  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions 
of  my  €K>vernment^  to  a  practice  which  has^  for 
some  time  past,  prevailed  in  this  country,  of  forg- 
ing American  ships'  papers  for  the  purpose  of 
j^ivlng  to  English  vessels  the  character  of  Amer- 
ican bottoms.  .  ,, 

I  appears,  from  various  sources  of  information, 
that  these  fabrications  are  carried  to  a  great  ex-, 
tent,  particularly  in  London,  and  that  the  fraudu- 
lent papers  are  ))urchased  as  a  regular  article  of 
traflBc.  and  used  in  numerous  instances,  so  as  to 
bring  into  suspicion  the  genuine  documents  on 
which  the  safety  of  American  commerce  de- 
pends, and  to  subject  that  commerce  to  serious 
vexation  and  loss. 

I  am  confident,  tny  Lord,  that  It  is  only  neces- 
sary to  sogfl[est  to  His  Majesty's  Government  the 
existence  of  these  abuses,  so- injurious  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  so  pernicious  in  their  general  ten-  ^■ 
dency,  to  induce  it  to  cauj»e  immediate  inquiry  to 
be  made,  With  a  view  to  an  efficacious  remedy. 
I  have,  therefore,  only  to  add,  that  I  am  in  pos- 
session of  some  papers  which  throw  considerable 
light  on  the  subject,  and  which  (with  such  other, 
information  as  I  have  obtained  or  may  obtain)  I 
shall  be  happy  to  communicate  t9  your  Lordship 
whenever  your  Lordship' thinks  proper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  fibiitb. 

London,  ^ay  18, 1810. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a 
communication,  made  to  me  on  the  14ih  instant, 
by  Lord  Wellesley,  concerning  a  partial  relaxa- 
tion of  the  blockade,  notified  some  time  ago,  of 
the  coast  and  ports  of  Spain,  between  Gijon  and 
the  French  territory.  ^  I  nave  the  honor  to  he,  d^. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 
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[lU&rred  to  in  Mr.  Pinkiiey's  letter  of  May  18.] 
Lord  Wenesley  to  Mr.  Pinknej. 

FoBGiQN  Office,  May  14^  1810. 

The  undersigned,  His  Majesty's  principal  See- 
retary  of  Siate  for  Foreign  Affairs,  has  received 
His  Majesty's  commands  (0  inform  Mr.  Pink- 
ner,  that  the  King  has  judged  it  expedient  to  sig- 
nify bis  orders  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty  to  give  the  necessary  directions  to 
the  officers  emoloyed  in  the  blockade  of  the  coast 
and  ports  of  Spain,  from  Gijon  to  the  French 
territory,  that  they  permit,  notwithstanding  the 
said  blockade,  Spanish  or  neutral  veitsels  laden 
with  cargoes,  the  produce  of  Spain  only,  to  sail 
from  any  port  included  in  the  limits  of  said 
blockade,  subject,  nevertheless,  {as  to  the  ports  to 
which  they  trade.)  to  the  re.strictioos  of  His 
Majesty'9  Orders  in  Council  of  the  26ih  of  April, 
1809,  and  of  the  7th  of  January,  1807. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Piokney  to  ac- 
cept assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

WELLESLEY. 


Mr.  Smith,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr.  Finkney. 

Department  of  Stats,  May  22, 1810. 

Sir:  Your  desipatch  of  the  27ih  of  March,  by 
the  British  packet,  was  received  on  the  17th  of 
this  month. 

The  President  has  read  with  surprise  and  re- 
gret the  answer  of  Lord  Wellesley  to  your  letter 
of  the  2d  January,  and  also  his.  reply  to  your 
note  requiring  explanations  with  respect  to  the 
blockade  of  France.    The  one  indicates  an  ap- 

fiarent  indifference  as  to  the  character  of  the  dip- 
omatic  intercourse  between  the  two  countries, 
and  the  other  evinces  an  inflexible  determination 
to  persevere  in  their  system  of  blockade. 

The  provision  made  for  the  diplomatic  agency 
which  IS  to  succeed  that  of  Mr.  Jackson,  mani- 
fests a  dissatisfaction  at  the  step  necessarily  taken 
here  with  regard  to  that  Minister,  and  at  the 
same  time  a  diminution  of  the  respect  heretofore 
attached  to  the  diplomatic  relations  between  the 
two  countries.  However  persevering  the  Presi- 
dent may  be  in  the  conciliatory  disposition  which 
has  constantly  governed  him,  he  cannot  be  inat- 
tentive to  such  an  apparent  departure  from  it  on 
the  other  side,  nor  to  the  duty  imposed  on  him 
by  the  rules  of  equality  and  reciprocity  applica- 
ble in  such  cases.  It  will  be  very  agreeable  to 
him  to  find  that  the  provision  in  question  is  in- 
tended merely  to  afford  time  for  a  satisfactory 
choice  of  a  rlenipoteotiary,  successor  to  Mr. 
Jackson,  and  that  the  mode  of  carrying  it  into 
effect  may  be  equally  unexceptionable.  But 
while,  from  the  langoage  of  the  Marquis  Welles- 
ley,  witd  respect  to  tbe  designation  of  a  Charg6 
d' Affaires,  and  from  the  silence  as  to  any  other 
successor  to  the  recalled  Minister,  it  is  lelt  to  be 
inferred  that  the  former  alone  is  in  contempla- 
tion, it  becomes  proper  to  ascertain  what  are  the 
real  views  of  the  british  Government  on  the 
occasion ;  and,  should  they  be  such  as  they  are 
inferred  to  be,  to  meet  them  by  a  correspondent 
change  in  the  diplomatic  establishment  of  the 


United  States  at  London.  The  President  rriis 
on  your  discretion  for  obtaioiog  the  reqoikK 
knowledge  of  this  sobject  in  a  Banner  ibaivi. 
do  justice  to  the  friendly  policy  which  iheDir 
ted  States  wish  to  be  reciprocal  in  every  ioson 
between  the  two  nations.  But  in  the  ereotof  s 
appearing  that  the  substitution  of  a  ChargU 
Affaires  for  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  is  to  be? 
a  continuance  not  required  or  explained  bria 
occasion,  and  consequently  justifying  tbeiii£» 
ence  drawn  from  the  letter  of  Lord  Welicslff 
the  respect  which  the  United  States  owe  to  tics- 
selves  will  require  that  you  reiam  to  the  Uaix 
States,  according  to  the  permission  hereby  fine 
by  the  President,  leaving  charged  with  tbe  b» 
ness  of  the  Legation  such  person  as  you  w 
deem  most  fit  for  the  trust.  With  this  riev.i 
commission,  as  reauired  by  a  statute  of  tbe  )tf 
session,  is  herewith  encloded,  with  a  blaskfcri 
secretary  of  Legation.  But  this  step  yoo  n 
not  consider  yourself  as  instructed  to  take  is  en 
you  should  have  commenced,  with  a  prospcrttf 
a  aitisfaotory  result,  tbe  aegotiatioa  autlMniEi 
by  my  letter  of  the  20th  January. 

In  a  letter  of  the  fourth  of  this  moath  I  tru^ 
mitted  to  you  a  copy  of  the  act  of  Coogresii 
their  last  session  concerning  the  oommerci»l»- 
tercourse  between  the  United  State?,  sad  Grti: 
Britain  and  France.  You  will  herewith  recr.R 
another  copy  of  the  same  act.  In  the  foortli  ac- 
tion of  this  statute  yoy  will  perceive  a  sevmdd- 
ification  of  the  policy  of  the  Uqited  Suteiad 
you  will  let  it  be  understood  by  tbe  Briii^  Go^ 
ernment  that  this  provision  will  be  dalf  anie^ 
into  effect  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

A  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  afisirof  tlte 
Chesapeake  is  very  desirable.  The  views  of  tk 
President  upon  this  delicate  subject,  yoa  otf 
collect,  not  only  from  the  instructions  htre(il> 
given  to  you,  but  from  tbe  sentimeols  that  Ltf 
been  manifested  on  the  part  of  this  GovefBoei: 
in  the  discussion  with  Mr.  Rose,  and  from  iv 
terms  and  conditions  contained  in  the  arr«fl;^ 
ment  made  with  Mr.  Erskine.  And  co&fo^ 
ably  with  these  views,  thus  to  be  collected,  ]^ 
will  consider  yourself  hereby  instructed  tooe^ 
tiate  and  conclude  an  arrangement  with  thfBn:- 
ish  Grovernment  in  relation  to  the  attack  oa  i» 
(Vigate  Chesapeake. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

•  R,  SMITH. 


Bxtiact  of  a  letter  ftom  Mr. 


toMr.Sn^ 


LoNOON,  June  13, 191(^ 
I  have  not  yet  obtained  from  Lord  Wejte>i<f 
an  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  30th  of  April,c(i^ 
ceroing  the  British  blockades  of  Fraoce  befo^ 
the  date  of  the  Berlin  decree.  In  a  short  cooi^' 
ence  on  Sunday  last,  the  lOih  instant,  I  pressei 
for  a  prompt  and  favorable  reply,  aod  shall  p^j 
haps  receive  it  in  the  course  of  a  few  <^^f^  J 
had  requested  an  interview  on  this  subject  oDtv 
18th  of  last  month,  in  consequence  of  t  Ifit^ 
brought  by  Mr.  Lee  from  Gfeneral  Armst^^ 
dated  the  2d  of  May ;  but  the  state  of  Lord  Wo* 
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iley's  health  prevented  its  taking  place  sooner 
an  (he  lOih  InMant. 

I  have  sent  Mr.  Craig  (a  yoong  gentleman 
am  PhiladeTphia)  as  a  messenger  to  General 
rmstronff.  He  carries  a  newspaper  copy  of  the 
te  act  of  Congress  respecting  commercial  in- 
rcourse. 

I  have  prepared  an  official  letter  to  you  on  the 
fair  of  the  Chesapeake;  but,  as  Mr.  Br?tng 
ives  town  for  Liverpool  in  the  morning,  there 
not  time  to  copy  it.  It  shall  be  forwarded, 
iwrver,  by  Mr.  Morier,  who  is  aboat  to  sail  in 
e  British  frigate' Venus  for  New  York ;  or  sent 
Liverpool  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Maury.  In  the 
ean  time,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  state  to  you  that 
mexpeciiogevery  day  Lord  Wellesley's  written 
erture  in  ihnt  afiair,  and  that,  in  oui'  confer- 
ees, which  resulted  in  an  understanding  that 
woald  make  such  an  overture,  no  objection 
IS  made  bv  him  to  an  engagement  to  restore 
e  men  to  tne  ship  from  which  they  were  forci- 
f  taken,  without  the  offensive  reservation  pre- 
ribed  to  Mr.  Rose  and  Mr.  Brskine«  and  coo- 
ioed  in  Mr.  Jackson's  project ;  to  offer  a  auit- 
le  provision,  without  any  reservation,  for  the 
tnilies  of  the  sufferers,  as  a  part  of  the  terms  of 
lisfaction ;  to  forbear  all  reference,  in  the  pa- 
rs leading  to  or  containing  the  arrangement,  to 
e  President's  proclamation,  or  to  anything  con- 
cted  connected  with  it ;  to  adopt  in  tho^e  pa- 
rs a  style  arnd  manner  not  onljr  respectAil  but 
nd  to  our  Government ;  to  recite  in  tbem  (as 
Mr.  Erttkine's  letter  to  you  in  April,  1809)  that 
iroiral  Berkeley  had  beeen  promptly  disavow^ 
,  and,  as  a  mark  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
(pleasure,  recalled  from  an  important  com- 
ind.  I  have  met.  on  this  occasion,  with  notb* 
l^of  a  discouraging  nature,  except  on  the  im- 
icticable  point  of  the  trial  and  punishment  of 
e  offending  officer.  On  that  point  it  is  impos- 
)Ie  to  prevail ;  but  there  will  be  no  objection 
my  declaring,  in  a  reply  to  the  overture,  the 
pectation  of  the  American  Government,  that 
e  officer  shall  be  tried  and  punished,  or  to  a  re- 
ioder,  (if  I  wish  it,)  on  the  part  of  Lord  Wei- 
(ley,  suffffesting,  in  a  friendly  way,  the  reasons 
r  not  fulilling  that  expectation. 


Mr.  Pinknaj  to  Mr.  Smith. 

LoMDON.  June  26, 1810. 
Sir:  Lord  Wellesley's  answer  to  my  letter  of 
e  30th  of  April,  concerning  the  British  block 
es  of  France  anterior  to  the  Berlin  decree  being 
ill  delayed,  I  have  sent  him  the  letter  of  the 
Id  instant,  of  which  a  copy  is  now  transmitted. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dbc. 

WILLIAM  FINKNBY. 

Enclosed  in  Mr.  Pinkney^s  letter  of  Jane  86, 1810.] 
Mr.  Pinkntfy  to  Lord  Walledey. 

Grbat  Cumbbri«and  Plaoc, 

JuM  23, 1810. 
Mt  Lord:  I  beg  to  recall  your  Lordsbip'a  at- 
ntion  to  the  subject  of  the  letcet  which  I  had 
le  honor  to  addtcas  to  you  ob  the  30th  of  April 


last,  cnncerning  the  British  blockades  uf  Prance 
anterior  to  the  Berlin  decree. 

My  Government  expects  from  me  a  communi* 

cation  on  ihat  subject;  and  your  Lordship  will, 

I  am  sure,  take  pleasure  in  enabling  me,  with  as 

'little  delay  as  possible,  to  fulfil  that  expectation 

in  a  satialactory  manner. 

I  feel  confident  that,  after  the  declaration  of 
France,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  state  to  your 
Lordship  in  that  letter,  and  to  mention  in  confer* 
ence  before  and  since  its  date,  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment in  revoking  these. blockades,  or  declaring 
that  they  are  no  longer  in  existence. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  <&c. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 


Mr«  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 

London*  July  1, 1810. 

Sib:  1  have  this  day  had  the  honor  to  receivo 
your  letter  of  the  S3d  [22d]  of  May.  by  Mr.  Par* 
ish,  and  have  sent  a  note  to  Lord  Wellesley,  re* 
questing  an  interview  ^  he  is  out  of  town,  but  will 
Tieittro  to  night  or  in  the  morning.  The'instrae- 
tions  conlained  in  your  letter  concerning  the  io- 
equality,  supposed  to  be  intended  by  this  Gov- 
ernment in  the  state  of  our  diplomatic  relations^ 
shall  be  executed  with  the  discretion  which  uo* 
doubtedly  they  require ;  and  1  am  persuaded  that 
the  resurt'will  bo  perfectly  aatisiaetorv  to  iho 
President.  In  the  mean  time,  I  think  I  can  un- 
dertake to  assure  you  that  no  change  has  takea 
place  in  the  opinion  of  Lord  Wellesley,  as  an- 
nounced in  my  private  letter  to  you  of  4th  Jan- 
uary, that  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  rank 
should  bo  sent  to  the  United  Slates.  Cerlaialy,  ao 
idea  has  heen  entertained  hereof  a  permanent  or 
long-continued  Charge  d'Afiaires.  Itcoold  only  bo 
intended  to  send  one  in  the  first  instance;  and  1 
have  reason  co  be  confident  that,  for  some  tiiiie 
paat,  it  has  been  in  agitation  to  appoint  a  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  without  delay;  that  Lord 
Wellesley  has,  in  fact,  thought  of  and  mentioaei 
a  person ;  and  that  Mr.  Morier's  departure  haa 
been  pot  off  in  conseqM^nce. 

In  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake,  I  have  already 
stated  tq  you  that  I  think  there  will  b^  no  diffir 
culty*  if  the  further  puniahment  of  Berkley  is  aol 
made'  on  our  part  a  tine  qua  non.  Your  instruo- 
tions  are  very  clear,  that  this  is  not  to  be  peremp- 
torily insisted  on.  .      .       ^ 

I  have  nothing  to  add  to  ray  communication  of 
the  26th  ultimo,  concerning  the  British  blockades 
of  France  before  the  Berhn  decree,  except  that 
1  mean  to  press  Lord  Wellesley  on  that  subject  At 
our  next  interview,  as  I  did  at  our  last.  1  shall 
not  fail,  at  the  same  time,  to  draw  his  attention 
to  the  Ordera  in  Council  and  the  intercourse  act. 

1  need  scarcely  say  that,  if  events  should  makt 
it  proper  for  me,  in  obedience  to  the  President'a 
commands,  to  return  to  America,  (leaving  a 
Charg6  i'Afiaires,)  I  shall  lose  no  time  m  do- 
ing so.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c . 

*  WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 

RoBBET  Smith,  £lsq.,  4tc« 
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Mr.  8milli;te  Mr. 

.  » 

DiPARTMiifT  OP  State, 

Juijf  2,  ISIO. 

Sib:  Your  several  letters  of  (heSih  and  Oihof 
Apnl,  and  tiie  2d  aod  3d  of  May,  bave*beea  re- 
ceived. 

Whilst  it  was  not  known,  on  the  one  hand,  how 
far  the  Ifrench  Qovernment  would  adhere  to  the 
apparent  import  of  the  condition,  as  first  commu- 
Dicatedi  on  which  the  Berlin  decree  would  be 
revoked,  and,  on  ilie  other  hand,  what  explana- 
tions would  be  ^iven  by  the  British  Government 
with  rexpec*  lo  its  blockades  prior  Jo  that  decree, 
the  couriie  deemed  proper  lo  be  taken'  was  that 
pointed  out  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  11th  of  No- 
vember,, and  in  that  to  General  Armstrong,  of 
the  1st  of  December.  The  precise  and  formal 
declaration  since  made  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment, that  the  condition  was  United  to  the  block- 
tdea  of  Franoe,  or  parts  of  France,  of  a  date  prior 
lo  the  darteof  the  Berlin  decree,  and  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  British  Government  of  the  ez- 
Mienoe  Of  such  blockades,  pmrticniarly  that  oC 
May,  1806,  with  a  failure  to  revoke  it,  or  even  to 
Admit  ibe  constniciive  extinguishment  of  it^held 
cot  In  your  letter  to  the  Marquis  Wellesley,  give 
to  the  subject  «  new  aspect  and  a  decided  char- 
acter. 

As  the  British  Government  bad  eonstantlT  al* 
leged  that  the  Berlin  deesee  was  the  original  ag- 
ression on  our  neutral  commerce,  that  her  Orders 
in  Council  were  but  a  retaliation  on  that  decree, 
and  had,  moreover,  on  that  ground,  asserted  an 
obligation- on  the  United  States  to  take  effectual 
measures  against  the  decree  as  a  preliminary  to  a 
tepeal  of  the  orders,  nothing  could  be  more  rea- 
aonable  than  to  expect  tliat  tJhe  condition,  in  the 
•hape  last  presented,  would  be  readily  accepted. 
The  President  w  therefore  equally  disappointed 
and  disaaiisfied  at  the  abortiveness  of  ^our  cor- 
respondence with  Lord  Wellesley  on  this  import 
tani  suhject.  He  entirely  approves  the  determi- 
nation you  took  to  resume  it  with  a  view  to  the 
apefial  and  immediate  obligation  lying  on  the 
British  Government  to  cancel  the  illegal  block- 
ades; and  you  are  instructed,  in  case  the  answer 
to  javt  letter  of  the  30'th  of  April  should  not  be 
eaiisfaetory,. to  represent  toahe  British  Gkvern 
tnent,  in  terms  temperate  but  explicit,  that  the 
United  Slates  cooaider  themselves  authorized  by 
atrict  aod  unquestionable  righi^  as  well  as  sup- 
ported by  the  principles  heretofore  applied  by 
Chreat  Britain  to  the  ca4e,  in  claiming  and  ex- 
pecting a  revocation  of  the  illegal  blockades  of 
France  of  a^jlate  prior  to  that  of  the  Berlin  de- 
cree, as  preparatory  to  a  further  demand  of  the 
revocation  of  that  decree. 

It  ought  not  to  be  presumed  that  the  British 
Qovernment,  in  reply  to  such  a  representation,  • 
Vill  contend  that' a  blockade  like  that  of  May, 


and  consistent  with  neotrptl  rights.    3ackty» 
text  is  completely  barred,  not  only  by  the  au» 
moqsaothorities  both  of  writers  a  n<l  of  uctiraa 
this  point,  not  excepting  even  Briiish  trotie; 
but  by  thie  rule  of  blockade  communicated^ 
that  Government  to  this  in  the  rear  1804,iQ  vbid 
it  is  laid  down,  that  orders  bad  been  ^if eo  ka% 
consider  any  blockade  of  tbooe  island*  (Maria- 
ique  and  Gaadaloupe)  as  exiting,  onleu  it  it 
spect  of  particular  ports  wbicb  may  be  aciuaii} 
invested,  and  then  not  to  capture  vessels  b&si^ 
tosuch.poitK  unless  they  shall  iwcviooslj  i4n 
been  warned  not  to  enter  thcBi.  and  that  'M 
(the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty)  had  also  seot  tit 
necessary  directions  on  the  subject  to  the  Jod$Q 
of  the  Vice- Admiralty  Ccuru  m  the  West  bj^ 
and  America,    in  this  communication  it  is  tv 
pressiy  stated  that  the  rule  to  the  British  eosia 
and  cruisers  was  furnished  in  consequence  of  it! 
representations  made  by  the  Government  of  tin* 
United  Sutes  against  blockades,  not  oolikeui: 
now  in  question,  and  with  the  express  vicstf 
redressing  the  grievance  complained  of.  !k 
ought  it  to  be  presumed  that  the  British  Gorcri; 
ment  vr'ill  finally  resort  to  the  plea  that  herut^ 
force,  although  unapplied,  is  adequate  to  the » 
Cbrcement  of  the  blockade  of  Mav,  1S06;  iii 
that  this  forms  a  legal  distinction  betweea  ikn 
and  the  Berlin  decree  of  November  foltovis|r. 
Were  it  admitted  that  an  adequate  force  ei'aid 
and  was  applicable  to  such  a  purpose,  theabser- 
dity  of  confounding  the  power  to  do  a  ikia^  viik 
actually  doing  of  it  speaks  for  itself.    In  ibc^ev 
ent  case  the  absnrdity  is  peculiarly  strtkia|.  A 
port  blockaded' by  sea,  without  a  ship  near  itW 
ing  a  contradiction  in  terms,  as  well  as  a  perra- 
aion  of  law  and  of  common  sense. 

From  the  lanffuage  of  Lord  Wellesiey's  tn 
letters  it  is  possible  he  may  endeavor  to  tx^ 
the  measure  required  by  subtle  comments  m  i^ 
posture  given  to  the  blockade  of  May,  ld(K.-i 
the  succeeding  orders  of  1807.  But  even  kftt 
he  is  met  by  the  case  of  the  blockade  of  Cope» 
hagen  and  the  other  ports  of  Zealand  in  ^ 
year  1808 ;  at  a  time  when  these,  with  all  Daa^^ 
ports,  were  embraced  by  those  very  orden  « 
1807 ;  a  proof  that,  however  the  orders  and  block 
ades  may  be  regardeii  as  in  some  respectj  t^ 
same,  they  are  regarded  in  others  as  hariof  i 
distinct  operation,  and  may,  cooseqoentJf,  » 
exist,1^ing  absolutely  merged  in  or  superseded  tk 
one.  by  the  other. 

In  the  difficulty  which  the  British  Goverasiesi 
most  feel  in  finding  a  gloss  for  the  excravsgas 
principle  of  her  paper  blockades,  it  may  perbap 
wish  to  infer  an  aoquiescence  en  the  part  of  tk£ 
Government,  from  the  silence  under  which  ik«^ 
have,  i  n  some  i  nstaaces,  passed.  Should  a  di^p^ 
sition  to  draw  such  an  inference  show  nxi: 
you  will  btf  ible  to  meet  it  by  an  appeal,  not  oa>? 
to  the  successful  remonstrance  in  the  letter  b 


1806,  from  the  Elbe  to  Brest,  a  coast  not  less  than    Mr.  Thornton  aboveeited,  but  to  the  answer  51^0 


one  thousand  miles,  proclaimed  four  years  since, 
without  having  been  at  any  time  attempted  to  be 
duly  executed  by  the  aoplication  of  a  naval  force, 
u  a  blockade  conformable  to  tbje  law  of  nations, 


to  Mr.  Merry  of  June,  1806,  to  the  notificaiioo« 
a  blockade  in  the  year  1806,  as  a  precise  and  n 
tiMotic  record  of  the  light  in  wbiph  snch  blotf 
ades aad  tba notifieationof tbea weie viewed k] 
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e  UoU«d  Slates.    Cofrits  of  th«  adtwer  bare    tion,  in  articles  not  contraKand^ean  be  legally  ob- 


eo  heretofore  forwarded,  and  another  is  bow 
closed  ai  anrnddiliooal  precaution  against  mi«- 

rriage. 


Htrocted  to  any  plnee  not  aeioally  blockaded,  or 
that  any  nOtifieation  or  proclantation  can  be  of 
force,  onlfss  accompanied  with  an  actual  block*" 
ade.    The  law. of  oationn  is,  perha];)s,  more  clear 
on  no  othet*  point  than  that  of  a  sie<re  of  blockade, 
such  as  will  justify  a  benisferent  nation  in  re* 
straininjr  the  trade  of  neutrals.    Every  terni  used 
in  defininir  the  Case,  imports  the  presence  and  po-* 
sitfon  of  a  force  renderinf^  access  lo  the  prohibited 
place  manifesiljr  difficuJtand  danirercus.    Bver^ 
Jurist  of  repuiatioA  who  treats  with  precision  thta 
branch  of  the  law  of  nations,  refers  to  an  actual 
and  particular  blockade.    Not  a  single  treaty  cati  ' 
be  found  which  undertakes  to  deinr  a  blockade, 
in  wbich  the  definition  dues  not'  exclude  a  geoe^ 
rai  or  notninalhlockade,  by  limiting  it  to  the 
case  of  a  sofBcient  force,  so  disposed  as  to  arnount 
to  an  actual  and  particular  hi orksde.    To  a  num- 
ber of  sorb  treaties  Gieat  Britain  is  a  party. 
Not  to  mull!j>ly  references  on  the  subject,  I  con-, 
^ne  myself  to  the  fourth  article  of  the  convention 
of  Jtme,  1801,  between  Great  Britain  and  Russia, 
which  haviitsf  been  entered  into  for  the  avowed, 
purpose  "of  settling  an  In  varjable  determination  of 
theif  principles,  upon  the  rightu  of  neutrality,** 
must  necess<arily  he  considered  as  a  solemn  re- 
cognition of  an  existing  and  general  principle  and 
rijrht,  not  as  a  stipulation  of  any  new  principle  or 
riifht  limited  to  the  parties  themselves.    The 
article  is  in  the  words  following,  viz:  ^*That  in 
order  to  determine  what  characterizes  a  blocka- 
ded port,  ifaat  denomination  i!«  given  ont^  to  a 
port  where  there  is,  by  the  dispositions  of  the 
power  which  attacks  it  with  sliips  stationary  or 
sufficiently  near,  an  evident  danger  of  eptering." 
It  cannot  be  necessary  to  dwell  on  the  inconsia- 
teney  of  the  kind  of  blockade  declared  by  Com- 
modore Hdod,  with  the  principle  laid  down  con-  • 
cerning  the  rights  of  neuJraliiy,  or  on  the  conse- 
quences of  the  principle  on  which  a  blockade  of 
whole  islands,  by  a  few  ships,  is  founded,  to  th* 
comrtnerce  and  interests  of  neutral  nationst.    If  the 
islands  of  Martinque  and  Guadsloope,  the  latter' 
not  less  than  two  hundred  and  fiAv,  and  the  former 
nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  circumfer- 
ence, and  each  containinv  a  variety  of  ports,  can  be 
)m  the  CoDsttlaie  at  New  York.    The  import-    blockaded  by  detachments  from  a  cominodore'a 
ce  and  urgencny  of  the  subject,  however,  super*    squadron,  it  is  evident  that  a  very  inconsiderable 
Je  the  eooaideratioa  of  forms,  and  I  lose  no    portion  of'the  British  fleet  may  blockade  alt  the 

maritime  countries  with  which  she  is  at  War.    In 


Whatever  may  be  the  answer  to  the  reppesen- 
(ioo  and  requisition  which  yod  are  instructed 
malce,  you  will  transmit  it  without  delay  to 
is  Department.  Should  it  be  of  a  satisfaetory 
ture,  you  wiH  bAaten  to  forward  it  also  to  the 
plomaiie  fooctionary  of  the  United  States  at 
iris,  who  will  be  iostrucied  to  make  a  proper 
e  of  it  for  obtaining  a  repeal  of  ibe  Fretoch  de* 
se  of  Ber^iii,  and  to  proceed  eoaearrenily  with 
u  in  bringing  about  soeeessive  removals  by  the 

0  Goveromeata  of  all  their  predatory  ediets* 

1  vail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  state  to  yoo, 
It  it  is  deenaed  of  great  importaace  that  our 
bisters  at  foreign  Coaris,  and  especially  at 
lis  and  London,  should  be  kept,  the  one  by 
I  other  informed  of  the  state  of  cw  afikira  at 
sh.    1  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dbo.     '  . 

R.SMIT^.. 
William. PiMKRKT,  Esq.  dbc. 

tferred  to  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Pinkney,  Sept  31, 1810.] 

,  Madison  to  Mr.  Thornton,  Charg^  dea  Aflairee  of 
Hi*  Britannic  Majesty. 

DEPABTMaNT  OP  StATS, 

October  37, 1803. 
Sis  :  The  letters^  of  whicb  copies  are  enclosed, 
pre  recei  ved  last  evening.  One  of  tbem  is  from 
BBrkisb  Consul  General  at  New  York;  the 
ber,  a  copy  eocjoeed  therein,  of  a  letter  to  him 
»m  Comiaodore  Hood,  Commander^rn-Cbief 
His  Britannic  Majesty's  ships  of  war  on  the 
'est  India  atation.  The  letter  hears  date  of  the 
lb  of  July  last,  and  requests  that  the  American 
)vernmeDt,and  agents  of  neutral  nations,  might 
made  acquainted  that  the  islands  of  Martinque 
d  Quailal6npe  are,  and  have  been,  blockaded 
HD  the  17th  of  Jane  preceding,  by  detachments 
»m  the  squadron  under  his  command,  in  order 
St  there  may  be  no  plea  for  attempting  to  enter 
B  ports  of  the  islands. 

it  will  'no  doubt,'  occur  to  you,  sir,  that  such  a 
mmunioation  would  have  beeii  mdre  properly 
sde  through  another  channel,  than  direetfy 


ne  in  communicating  to  you  the  obsertauons 
hich  the  President  deems  it  to  require. 
It  will  not  escape  jroor  attention,  that  Commo* 
re  Hood's  letter  is  dated  no  less  than  three 
otttbsboforeiieould  havethe  effect  of  a  notifica* 
m  'y  and  that,  besides  this  remarkable  delay,  the 
ieged  blockade  is  computed  from  a  date  more 
an  one  month  prior  to  that  of  the  letter  itself.' 
ut  those  circumstai>ces,  however  important  they 
ay  be,  do  not  conatrtute  the  loatn  objection  to  the 
oceeding  of  the  British  commander'.  His  let- 
r,  instead  of  stating  that  a  particular  port  or 
iria  were  blockaded  by  a  force  actually  before 
em,  declares,  generally,  two  entire  and  consid- 
able  islands  to  be  in  a  state  of  blockade.    It  can 


a  word,  such  a  principle  completely  sacrifices  the 
rights  of  n.eutrsl  commerce  to  the  pleasure  or  the 
policy  of  the  parties  at  wrir.  But  it  deserves  to 
be  particularly  remarked,  that  a  power  to  pro- 
claim general  blockades,  or  any  blockade  not 
formed  by  the  real  presence  of  a  sufficient  force,  to 
be  exercised  by  officers,  at  a  diiitance  froHn  the  con* 
trol  of  their  Government,  and  deeply  interested  in 
enlarging  the  field  of  captures  which  they  are  to 
share,  offers  a  temptation  that  roost  often  aggravate 
the  evils  incident  to  the  principle  itself.  You  will 
infer,  sir,  from  these  observations,  the  serious  light 
in  which  the  President  regards  the  proceeding, 

wbich  is  the  subject  of  them,  and  will  perceive 

ver  ba  ftdttitted  that  the  tiade.of  a  nential  na-  ■  the  grounds  on  which  the  injuries  accruing  from 
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it  to  our  com naerce,  will  constitute  jurC  claims,  of 
indemDificatioD  from  the  British  Oovernmeot. 
To  diminish  the  extent  of  these  injuries  as  much 
as  possible,  and  to  guard  the  good  understanding 
and  friendly  relations  of  e?ery  sort,  which  are  so 
desirable  to  both  nations,  against  the  tendency  of 
such  measures,  will,  I  venture  to  assure  myself, 
be  suflScient  motiTes  with  you  to  emflov  the  in- 
terpositions with  Commodore  Hood  wnich  you 
may  judge  best  adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  ease. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dbe. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Edward  Tbobnton,  Esq. 


Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

Department  op  State, 

July  5,  ISia 

Sir:  Tour  last  communications  having  af- 
forded so  little  ground  for  expecting  that  the 
British  Government  will  have  yielded  to  the  call 
on  it  to  originate  the  aoulment  of  the  belUgerenc 
edicts  against  our  lawful  commerce,  by  cancel- 
Jiog  the  spurious  blockade  of  May,  1606,  fthe  6rst 
in  the  series,)  it  became  a  duty  particumrty  in- 
cumbent upon  us  to  press  the  other  experiment 
held  out  In  the  late  act  of  Congress,  another 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  sent.  Yon  will  ac- 
cordingly make  that  act,  and  the  disposition  of 
the  President  to  give  it  effect,  the  subject  of  a 
formal  communication. 

The  British  Government  ought  not  to  be  in- 
sensible of  the  tendency  of  superadding  to  a  refusal 
of  the  course  proposed  by  France  for  mutually 
abolishing  the  predatory  edicts,  a  refusal  held 
out  by  Congress;  ^nd  it  ought  to  find,  in  that 
consideration,  a  sufficient  inducement  to  a  prompt 
and  cordial  concurrence.  The  British  Govern- 
ment must  be  conscious,  also,  of  its  having  re- 
peatedly stated  that  the  acquiescence  by  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  in  the  decrees  of  France  was  the  only 
justification  of  its  orders  against  our  neutral  com- 
merce. The  sincerity  and  consistency  of  Great 
Britain  being  now  brought  to  the  test,  an  oppor- 
tunity is  afiurded  to  evince  the  existence  of  both. 
It  may  be  added,  that  the  form  in  which  it  is  pre- 
scribed is  as  conciliatory  as  the  proposal  itself  is 
unexceptionable. 

As'tbe  act  of  Congress  repeaUnsr  the  late  re- 
strictions on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
with  two  belligerents  must  be  unequal  in  its  ope- 
ration, in  case  Great  Britain  should  continue  to 
interrupt  it  with  France,  inasmuch  as  France  is 
unable  to  interrupt  it  materially  with  her,  the 
British  Government  may  feel  a  temptation  to  de- 
cline a  course  which  might  put  an  end  to  this 
advantage.  But  if  the  un worthiness  and  un- 
friendliness of  such  a  purpose  should  not  divert 
her  from  it,  she  ought  not  to  overlook  either  the 
opportunity  afforded  her  enemy  of  retorting  the 
inequality,  by  a  previous  compliance  with  the  act 
of  Congress.or  the  necessity  to  which  the  United 
.Slates  may  be  driven  by  such  abuse  of  their  ami- 
cable advances,  to  resume,  under  new  impressions, 
the  subject  of  their  foreign  relations. 

If  the  British  Government  should  be  disposed 


to  meet,  in  a  favorable  maoner,  Cbe  arrtii^Bai 
tendered,  aDd  should  ask  for  explanstioiisoN 
the  extent  of  the  repeal  of  the  Preack  dmcB. 
which  will  be  required,  your  answer  will  be« 
obvious  as  it  must  be  satisfactory.  The  refsl 
most  embrace  every  part  of  the  French  tlccns 
which  violate  the  neotral  rij^hts  gnarsDiiedl 
us  by  the  law  of  nations.  Whatever  pirts  of  fc 
decrees  may  not  have  this  effect,  as  we  hsreal 
right  as  a  neutral  nation  to  demand  a  reeill  i 
them.  Great  Britain  can  bare  no  pretext.  ssiW' 
ligerent  nation,  to  mjge  the  demand.  If  tkmh 
parts  of  the  decrees  liable  to  objections  of  sno!^ 
kind,  it  lies  with  the  United  States  alooe  to  It 
cide  on  the  mode  of  proceeding  with  respects 
them. 

In  explainiBflT  the  extent  of  the  repeal,  v^ieH 
the  British  side,  is  required,  yon  will  be  pU 
by  the  same  principle.  You  will  aoeordiof  It  id 
it  be  diatinctly  understood,  that  it  most  Dfcesf 
rily  include  an  annulment  of  the  blochdf,  i 
fijay,  1806,  which  has  been  avowed  to  be  cca- 
prehended  in,  and  identified  with,  the  OnleRi 
Council,  and  which  b  palpably  at  variaoce  va 
the  laV  of  nations.  This  is  the  cipliuna 
which  will  be  given  to  the  French  GorerBoec 
on  this  point  by  oar  Minister  at  Paris,  is  cue » 
should  there  be  required. 

But  there  are  plain  and  powerful  ressoos  vit 
the  British  Government  ought  to  revoke  errf 
other  blockade  Testing  on  proclamations,  or  d'pl*' 
matic  notifications,  and  not  on  the  actual  tfifdiet' 
tion  of  a  naval  force  adequate  to  a  real  blocbde. 

1st  Th is  comprehensive  redress  is  e^M« 
from  the  British  Government  to  iu  profe»ed  r* 
spect  for  the  law  of  nations,  and  to  the  just  duv 
of  a  friendly  Power. 

2d.  Without  this  enlightened  preeaotioa,its 

[»robahle,  and  may  indeM  be  inferred  froa  th 
etter  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore  to  Genersi  A» 
strong,  that  the  French  Government  will  dm 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  to  issoea 
the  legality  of  such  blockades,  by  accedio;  to  tit 
act  of  Congress,  with  a  condition  that  a  repnU 
the  blocki^es  shall  accompany  a  repesl  of  ^ 
Orders  in  Gnu neil,  alleging  that  theordenu' 
blockades,  differing  little,  if  at  all,  otherwise  (ba 
in  name,  a  repeal  of  the  former,  leaving  is<^ 
ration  the  latter,  would  be  a  mere  illusios. 

3d.  If  it  were  even  to  happen  thatamotsili^ 
peal  of  the  orders  and  decrees  could  be  brooft! 
about  without  involving  the  subject  of  bloekid» 
and  with  a  continuance  of  the  blockades  io  ojie 
ration,  how  could  the  United  States  be  expeeR 
to  forbear  an  immediate  call  for  their  an ooloeBi' 
or  how  long  would  it  probably  he  before  to  ^ 
peal  by  France  to  the  neutral  law  of  impsriitii||7 
would  bring  up  the  same  question  betveeo  w- 
United  States  and  Great  Briuini  M  i^ 
whatever  circumstances  the  is«ue  on  it  a'fT'^ 
the  impossibility  of  maintaining  the  British  sms, 
with  even  a  color  of  right  or  eonsisteocjt  o^-^ 
be  seen  in  the  view  taken  of  the  subjecMs 
the  correspondence  with  Mr.  Thornton  an<i  At'* 
Merrfi  already  in  your  hands.  . 

If  th^  British  Go  verament  ahooM  accede  tsw 
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srture  contained  jn  tb«  act  of  Congren^  by 

iliog  or  so  modifyiog  its  edicts  as  that  they 
II  cease  to  violate  our  neutral  rights,  you  will 
n&mit  the  repeal,  properly  autheuiicated,  to 
oeral  Armstrong,  and,  if  necessary,  by  a  spe- 
1  messenser,ana  you  will  hapten  to  transmit  it 
o  to  thib  Department.    With  great  respect,  d^e. 

R.  SMITH. 
William  PiitKNBY,  E^q. 

Mr.  Smith  to  ^.  Piakney, 

DlPARTMBNT  OT  8taTE, 

'  yii<y  17, 1810. 

Bir:  You  will  herewith  reeeire  duplicates  of 
f  letters  to  you  of  the  13tb.  16tb,  and  dOth  June, 
d  2d  and  6cb  of  July. 

This  despatch  you  will  receive  from  Lfeoten- 
t  Spence  of  the  Nairy,  who  is  to  proceed  from 
)w  York  in  the  sloop  of  war  the  Hornet.  This 
iblic  vessel  has  been  orttered  to  England  and  to 
raocey  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  transmitting 
spatehes  to  yon,  and  to  our  functionary  at 
iris,  but  for  the  further  purpose  of  affording  you,, 
well  AS  him,  a  safe  opportunity  of  conveying 
this  Deportment,  before  the  next  meeting  of 
DDffress,fuli  information  of  the  ultimate  policy, 
relation  to  the  United  States,  of  the  Qovern- 
ents  of  fioglaod  and  France.  And  with  a  view 
insnre  her  return  to  the  United  Stales  in  due 
ason ,  ber  commanding  officer  has  received  orders 
>t  to  remain  In  any  port  of  Europe  after  the  1st 
ly  of  October  nexr.  With  respect,  therefore,  to 
e  time  you  will  detain  Mr.  Spence  in  London, 
m  will  be  influenced  by  the  information  which 
>u  may  receive  from  bim  as  to  the  orders  he 
ay  have  from  the  oomoianding  officer  of  the 
ornet.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^o. 

R.  SMITH. 
William  Pimknit.  Esq. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith, 

LoNnoN,  July  23, 18  io. 

Sir:  I  followed  up  the  conversation  with  Lord 
iTellesley,  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  6ih  in- 
ant,  with  a  short  note,  of  which  a  copy  is  en- 
osed,  requesting  information  concerning  the 
itention  of  this  Qovernment  to  send  a  Minister 
ienipotentiary,  without  delay,  to  the  United 
uites,  as  the  successor  of  Mr.  Jackson. 

Reflfctioa  seems  to  have  suggested  to  Lord 
iTellesley  some  objections,  wbidi  did  not  occur 
I  the  coursp  of  our  conference,  to  giving  this 
iformation  in  an  official  manner. 

I  was  aware  of  this  on  Saturday  last,  but  was 
ot  willing  to  forego  a  written  communication 
Q  a  matter  which  had  taken  a  character  of  some 
elicacy  and  importance. 

Lord  Welle^Iey  has  endeavored  to  avoid  his 
WQ  difficulty  and  mine^  by  sending  me  the  let- 
ir  (marked  '*  private^')  of  which  I  have  now  the 
onor  to  transmit  a  copy. 

As  this  letter  is  in  conformity  with  his  verbal 
ssu ranees  in  conferences,  and  appears  to  leave 
o  reasonable  doubt  upon  the  point  to  which  it 
elates,  1  do  not  suppose  that  I  can  properly  un- 


dertake to  question  its  sufficiency,  either  by  press- 
iaa  for  a  more  formal  communication,  or  by 
taking  the  step  which  your  instructions  of  the 
23d  of  May,  in  certain  circumstances,  prescribe 
to  me. 

I  still  believe  that  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake 
will  very  soon  be  brought  to  a  conclusion. 

i  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
(on  the  21st  instant,  by  Mr.  Henry  Izard,)  of  your 
letters  of  13ih  and  16ih  of  last  month;  and  I 
Cake  this  opportunity  to  thank  you  for  the  pri- 
vate letter  of  the  5th  ultimo,  received  at  the 
same  time.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 

Hon.  RoBBRT  Smith,  dbc 

[Enclosed  in  Mr.  Fmkney's  despatch  of  July  S3.j 

Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Wellesley. 

Gbbat  Cum  bsblanr  Placb,  July  7, 1810. 

My  LoRn:  In  pursuance  of  the  conversation 
which  I  iiad  the  honor  to  hold  with  your  Lord- 
ship on  the  6th  instant,  I  take  the  liberty  to  re- 
quest information,  which  I  am  sure  will  be  read- 
ily given,  concerning  the  intention  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  send  a  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  United  States,  as  the  successor  of 
Mr.  Jackson. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  intended  to  send  such 
a  successor  without  delay,  as  one  of  the  means  of 
restoring  and  maintaining  the  friendly  relatioiks 
of  the  two  countries ;  but  I  shall,  nevertiteless, 
be  glad  to  be  authorized  by  your  Lordship  to 
make  a  communication  to  that  effect  to  my 
Qovernment.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

WILLIAM  PINKNKY. 

The  MABQina  Wbllbslby,  die. 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Pinkney's  despatch  of  July  33.] 
Lord  Wellesley  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

Apblbt  Hoobb,  JiUy  22, 1810*. 

Sib:  I  think.it  may  be  difficult  to  enter  upon 
the  subjeet  of  your  last  note,  (respecting  the. di- 
plomatic rank  of  our  Mihister  in  Ameriea,)  ia 
any  official  form. 

But  1  have  no  difficulty  in  assuring  you,  that 
it  is  my  intention  immediately  to  recommend  th* 
anpointmBut  of  an  Envoy  Bxtraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  King  to  the 
United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbe. 

WELLBSLBY. 

WiLUAU  PlNKMBY,  Esq.,  dtc. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 

LoNOoN,  August  14,  1810. 

Sir:  As  Lord  Wellesley  still  withheld  his 
long-expected  answer  to  my  note  of  the  30th  of 
April,  respecting  the  British  blockades  anterior  to 
the  Berlin  decree,  and  his  written  overture  in  the 
case  of  the  Chesapeake,  1  sent  him  on  the  8ih 
insunt  a  letter,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed.  No 
importunity  had  before  been  spared  which  it  be- 
came me  to  use. 

I  need  not  trouble  you  with  comments  on  the 
obvious  unwillingness  of  this   Government  to 
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tOQch  the  first  mentioned  subject,  or  any  chin? 
connected  with  its  principles  and  practice  re- 
specting blockades,  or  with  fhe  system  of  the* 
Orders  in  Coancil.  Justice  and  policy  both^  in- 
vite it  tQ  give  the  declaration,  which  I  have  re- 
quired ;  and  certainly  nothing  has  been  omitted 
on  my  part  to  induce  it  to  take  that  coarse.  1 
fear,  however,  that  the  declaration  will  be  de- 
clined, unless,  indeed,  Lord  Wellesley  should 
continue  to  evade  my  appKcattoo,  b^  returning 
no  answer  to  it — ^  new  practice,  I  think,  which, 
little  to  be  commetided  as  ft  is,  must,  I  presumed 
if  persisted  in  here«  be  reciprocated  in  America. 

It  is  truly  surprising  that,  in  the  case  of  the 
Cbesapeajie,  there  should  be  the  sltme  backward- 
ness.  Lean  conjecture  no  motive  for  thisr  hesifa'^ 
tion  to  propose,  in  writing,  terms  arranged  in 
conference  between  Lord  Wellesley  and  myself. 
ID  an  affair  which  it  is  the  manifest  rmerest  of 
Bngland  to  settle  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  now 
almost  six  weeks  since  Lord  Wellesley  last  as- 
.  an  red  me  (as  he  had  before  more  than  once  as 
aured  me)  that  he  would  put  me  in  poesesj^ion  of 
bk  format  overtn^e  in  thncase  immediaidy.  He 
ktiows  that  you  have  been  made  ofilcially  ae- 
quaioted  with  that  assurance ;  for  I  thought  it 
advisable  to  submit  to  his  perusal  before  it  was 
transmitted  (for  the  purpose  principally  of  avoid- 
iiig  misunders(andingi|)  my  short  letter  to  y«a  of 
the  6ch  of  last  month,  which  stated,  that  "  in  the 
business  of  the  Chesapeake,  be  will  write  to  me 
in  a  few  days  f'  and  Inrther,  that  in  that  biisi* 
nets  *>  I  do  not  expect  any  difficulty." 

There  can  be  no  misconception  as  to  the  terms 
tobeofferad;  for^  besides  itiat  they  were  stated 
with  ffrcat  precision  in  the  conference  alluded  to 
iu  myletter  to  you  of  the  6th  uttimo,  as  well  as 
in  several  antecedent  interviews,  I  wrote  Lord 
Wellesley,' the  day  after  that  conference,  a  pri- 
vate note,' of  wbicb  a  copy  is  now  transmitted, 
enclosing  a  memorandum  in  pencil  of  the  terms 
which  (exclusive  of  airy  further  mark  of  dtsplea- 
aura  te  Admiral  Berkeley,  very  decidedly  dis* 
couraged  by  Lord  Wellesley)  '^  bad  been  spoken 
df  ill  our  different  conversations  as  fit  to  be  pro- 
posed^'^  I  do  not  find  that  f  retained  any  copy  of 
the  memorandum  in  pencil ;  bat  the  terms  (agree 
ing  ia  substance  with  thoee  to  which  I  infermed 
vou.  in  my  letter  of  the  13th  of  June  last,  Lord 
Wellesley  had  no  objection,)  were  to  tbis  efleot: 
^  1st.  The  overture  to  contain  such  a  recital,  or 
statement,  as  is  found  in  Mr.  Brskine's  letter  to 
you  of  the  17ih  April,  180ft  of  the  prompt  disa- 
vowal by  His  Britannic  Majesty  of  the  uoau** 
thorized  act  of  his  naval  officer,  whose  recall,  as 
a  mark  of  the  King's  displeasure,  from  a  highly 
important  and  honorable  command,  immediately 
ensued, 

2d.  To  offer  without  any  reservation  the  res- 
toration of  the  men  to  the  ships  from  which  they 
were  forcibly  takcn^ 

3d.  To  offer  without  any  reservation,  and  as 
part  of  the  terms  of  the  international  adjustment, 
a  suitable  pecuniary  provision  for  the  families  of 
the  persons  slain  in  the  attack,  aqd  for  the  wound- 
ed survivors. 


rt  was  moreover  understocHl,  thai  tbe  ptper 

I  proffering  these  terms  would  not  eonuia  tiieil* 
usijns  which  have  heretofore  oceasiooed  emkr- 
rassment ;  that  the  whole  affiiir  woold  be  miiit 
te  take  the  most  friendly  character ;.  a odibitl 
Jiouid  be  at  liberty  to  express  in  my  fepljr  tot^ 
overture,  if  I  thougnt  fit,  i^e  expeciatioa  of  sj 
Government  as  to  the  further  pnnishmeotof  Ai- 
miral  Berkeley. 

I  ought  to  add  that,  id  all  my  cooversauosi 
with  Lord  Wellesley  aa  tbe  eaKe  of  tk«  Ch<4- 
peake,  he  haa  abowii  not*  oaly  u  dtspositioa  boti 
wisb  to  accommodate  it,  and  tbat  I  am,  iIkr- 
fore,  the  more  asiooiihed  at  the  dehy  wkick  hi 
taken  place. 

In  a  few.  days  I  intend  to  rfenew  my  efforts » 
a  cooclostoa)  and  to  obtain  ae  answer  of  vm 
sort  to  my  letter  of  the  30th  of  April.  I  sm  s# 
ficiently  iodiaed  to  present  a  strong  paper  oya 
both  subjects;  but  in  the  aecoal  posiarcoftf- 
fairB,aad  in  the  absence  of  sueh  iaatraetieasfrM 
you  as  would  couatenanca  such  a  step,  K  tkitkt 
my  duty  to  forbear  a  Ituie.  longer. 
.  It  is  nut  impossibletbat  tjord  Wellesley^  istk- 
wardoem  to  close  the  case  of  the  Cbesipab 
with  me,  may  arise  from  a  deaire  that  it  sliot^J 
baadjuatedin  America  through  theaewMti» 
ter.  if  this  were  ao,  hourever,  he  coald  kar«a 
induoemeat  to  conceal  it  firom  me,  since  fai  u 
aware  that  I  have  always  aBtertaiaedtkcuae 
desire. 

When  I  aee  him  I  will  advert  to  thii.  laa 
•not  yet  able  to  say  positively  who  the  oevin- 
iater  will  be.    Lord  ■  and  soine  oikts  w 

spoken  of.  Lord  Wellesley  has  given  ne  w 
other  written  information  oa  the  subject  tbiB 
contained  in  his  letter  of  the  23d  ukimo,  alredr 
communicated  to  you.  His  verbal  ioformatigs 
has  been  of  the  same  effiBct,  with  this  iddiiia. 
that  he  retained  his  opinion  (mentioDedisaf 
unofficial  letter  to  you  of  the  4th  of  Jaoail 
last,)  that  the  Minister  to  America  ooffht  to  bet 
man  of  rank.  As  fares  may  be  prud^ot,  I  siis^ 
not  fail  to  do  all  that  is  in  my  power  to  expc^i^ 
the  appointment. 

The  letter  from  Genovl  Armstrong,  to  vbid 
mv  letter  of  the  8th  instant  to  Lord^  Welles!^ 
alludes,  is  dated  the  24th  of  July ;  and  expre$« 
his  wish  that  the  declaration  of  the  Britisib  G> 
ernoient  concernhig  the  blockades  may  be  oil' 
tained  and  forwarded  without  delay. 

I  have  the  honor.  &c. 

WILLIAM  PINKNBY. 

Hon.  RoBEBT  SictTB,  dbc. 

Mr.  Pinkney.  te  Mr.  Smifik 

LoiTDON,  .4i<gus(  18,  ISifi'. 

Sir:  I  enclose  the"  Times'*  newspaper  of  tb» 
morning,  containing  a  copy  of  a  French  decrsf 
of  the  8lh  instant,  and  ot  a  letter  of  the  as; 
date  from  the  French  Minister  for  Foreign  Affair) 
to  General  Armstroujg.  Tbe  last  is  a  iDOs(ii^ 
P'irtant  paper,  of  which  I  hope  to  receive,  via- 
out  delay,  an  official  communication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^c.  ^ 

WILLIAM  PINJWBT. 
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Mr.  PiiUaiigr.  to  Mr. -Biaith. 

London,  iltigiMf  31, 1810. 

Sir  :  I  kare  Jost  reeeiT«d  a  commaoicatlon 
rom  General  Armstroog,  dated  the  Och  iastaai, 
DDOiHieiog  the  absolote  reroeatiOB  of  tbe  Berlin 
nd  Milan  decreet,  and  have,  in  ecmseqaence, 
ent  a  nom  to  Lerd  Welteel^y,  reqaesting  to- see 
im.  Lord  Wellesley  is  out  of  town,  bat  will,  it  ^ 
s  said,  retarb  to-atgfat  or  to-morrow  morning. 

-Gleneral  Armstrong  has  not  transmitted  any 
opy  oftfate  oSetal  aotjce  meMi^ned  in  his  let- 
Br ;  but,  I  presame,  It  is  the  satee  with  that  pii1>- 
ished  in  the  ^*  Monitor'^  of  the  9|h.  of  which  I 
m  in  posseaftieii,  and -with  whidh  the  quotation 
1  (Jenefral  Armstrong's  letter  agrees. 

I  do  not  know  wheiheff  kiseoostruction  of  that 
ocument  m'^\  be  thought  here  H>  beliable  to  any 
bjectioBs.  I  think  it  impossible,  hdwever,  that, 
pon  any  iaterpretation  of  it,  this  Gk>vernmeat 
an  heatcale  to  repeal^ils  Orders  ia  Cpuj^cil. 

A  copy  of  Qeaeral  Armstrong's  letter  to  me  is 
nel<»ed.    I  hare  the  honor  to  m,  &e. 

WILLIAM  PINKMBY. 

[Enclosed  in  the  preosding  letter.] 
k>pj  of.GeBsral  Armstrong's  letter  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

Paris.  AuguM  6,  ISIO. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  His 
lajestv,  the  Emperor  and  "King,  has  been  pleased 
D  revoke  his  decrees  ef  Berlin  and  Milan.  Of 
bis  ioteresling  fact  I  had  this  morning  a  written 
od  oflicial  aoltee  iq  the  foiluwing  words,  viz : 
Je  sais  aotoris^  4  voos  declarer,  monsieur,  que 
»d6cret8  de  Berlin  et  de  Milan  som  r6voqo6s, 
tqo'^  daierdu  ler  Novembre  iis  ceascrontd'avoir 
mreflfet."* 

Sincerely  hoping  that  you  may- be  able  to  tnm  . 
lis  circumstance  to  some  useful  account,  1  for* 
rard  it  per  trt^Hicate. 

I  am,  air,  with  great  respect,  j&c. 

[*  Translation.] 

I  am  authorized  to  declare  to  you,  sif,  that  the 
ecrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked,  and 
lat  after  the  Ist  of  November  they  will  cease  to 
ave  efEect* 

[This  note  was  received  at  the  Department  of 
(tate  on  the.  11th  of  November.] 


Referred  to  in  Mr.  Pinkney's  despatch*  Aug.  SI,  1810.] 
General  Armstrong  to  Mr.  I^lnkney. 

Paris,  Augtui  7, 1810. 
Sir:  I  hazarded  a  line  or  two  yesterday,  by 
be  way  of  Morlaix,  merely  to  inform  you  (hat 
he  Imperial  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  at 
tst  given  up.  I  now  send  you^  by  a  more  direct 
ODveyance.  a  copy  of  the  Dake  of  Cadore's  let* 
er  to  me  ot  the  Dth  instant. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  dtc. 

JOflN  ARMSTRONG. 


Extract  of  a  letter  fiom.)lr.  Pinkn^  tp  Mr.  Smith. 

LoNnoji,  Fridcxyy  August  24, 1810. 
1  transmit  a  copy  of  my  answer,  formed  upon « 
our  recent  iiiauactiens,to  Lord  WMlealey's  nott- 
11th  Go5.  3d  S£S8.— 38 


icatioa  of  the  blockade  of  Corfu.  Is  it  not  worthy 
of  reflection,  wiiether  an  attempt  to  blockade  an 
entire  sea  like  the  Adriatic  shonld  not  be  pro- 
tested against,  whatever  may  be  the  force  em* 
ployed  in  closing  tbe  passage  to  it  ? 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Pinkney^s  despatch  of  Angast  2^,} 

From  Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Wellesley. 

Great  Gumberlakd  Place, 

ilugiif<  21, 1810. 

Mt  Loro:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  qfficial  note  of  the  18th  instant:  communi- 
cating the  resolution  of  the  British  Gravernment 
to  establish  a  blockade  of  the  canal  of  Corfu,  and 
shall  not  fail  to  transmit  a  copy  of  it,  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible,  to  the  S^ecretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States. 

.In  the  mean  time  I  take  tbe  libertv,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  iBcntiments  of  the  President  hereto- 
fore signified  to  me,  to  4>bserve  to  your  Lordship 
that,  as  a, blockade  essentially  implies  a  force  on 
the  sjpot  for  the  purpose,  and. as  the  notification 
Required  iq  the  case  mast  be  a  warning  to  neutrM 
traders  of  the  fact  that  a  blockade  exists,  the  com* 
municatioo  which  your  Lordship  has  made  to  me 
derives  i(s  title  lo  the  acltnowledgmeot  of  the 
United  Stales  from  the  supposition  that  it  was' 
meant  as  a  friendly  premonition,  which,  though 
imposing  of  itself  no  legal  restraint  on  neutrals, , 
nor  inducing  any.pen^l  consequences,  might  use- 
fully influence  the  course  of  their  mercantile  ex- 
peditions. Jn  this  sense  the  commooication  will 
be  received  b^  the  President,  as  a  mark  of  ^ that 
friendly  attention  which  ought,  ia  all  cases,  to  be 
reciprocally  maintained;  and  in  this  sense  the. 
President  will  be  the  more  disposed  to  regard  the 
communication,  as  a  difierent  one  would  contra- 
dict the  definition^f  a  blockade,  and  of  the  requi* 
site  notification  thereof,  contained  in  the  orders 
of  the  British  Government  to  Commodore  Hood 
and  the  Judges  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Courts,  as 
communicated  to  the  American  Government  by 
Mr.  Merry,  on  the  12th  of  April,  1804. 

I  have  the  iionor  to  be,  ^. 

WM.  PiNKNElr. 
The  Marquis  of  Wellesley,  &c. 


[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Pinkney's  letter  of  Sept.  3,  1810. 

.    Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Wellesley. 

Great  CuxBaaLAMo  Place, 

Aiiguat  25,  IQIO. 

My  LoRto:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  your 
Lordship  that  I  have  received  from  Gteneral  Arm- 
strong, Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris,  a  letter,  bearing  date  the  6th  in- 
stant, in  which  he  informs  me  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  Prknce  has  revoked  the  decrees  of  Berlin 
and  Milan, and  that  he  has  received  a'writteaand 
official  notice  of  that  Ihctin  the  following  words: 
"  Je  suisautorisft  k  vous  declarer,  que  les  d6crets 
de  Berlin  et  de  Milan  sontt6voau«s,  et  qa'4  dater 
du  ler  November  ils  ceaseront  d'avoir  leur  efiet." 

I  take  for  gnmted  that  the  revocation  of  the 
British  Orders  in  Council  of  January  and  Novem- 
ber,  1807,  and  April,  1809,  and  of  all  other  orders 
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depend^Dt  ttpdo,  analog^ua  to,  or  in  execution  of 
<hein,  will  follow  of  course ;  and  I  shall  hone  to 
be  enabled  by  your  Lordship,  with,  as  little  delay 
as  possible,  to  annouoce  tb  my  GoTernment  that 
such  reiFocatioQ  has  taken  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

The  MARacis  Wellebley,  dbc. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 

LojcooN,  AugUMt  29, 1810. 

Sir  :  I  dined  yesterday  with  Lord  wellesle^, 
and  fouod*tbat  be  had  only  returned  to  town  in 
the  morning.  He  still  complained  of  indisposi- 
tion, but  it  certainly  eould  not  be  considered  as 
unfitting  him  for  business.  In  a  short  conversa- 
tion before  dinner,  he  told  me  that  my  note  respect- 
ing the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  should  be  men- 
tioned to  his  colleagues  to-day.  and  that  I  should 
have  an  immediate  answer ;  tnat  the  affair  of  the 
Chesapeake  *^  would  be  settled  to  my  saiisfae- 
tion ;"  that  he  believed  he  should  recommend  to 
the  King  the  appointment  of  a  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  United  States  either  this  week  or 
the  next;  that  he  had  tvM>  persons  in  his  eye, 
(both  men  of  high  rank,)  but  that  he  could  not 
with  propriety  name  them  to  me  at  present.  As 
far  as  the  onpprtunity  permitted,  I  urged  prompti- 
tude on  ail  these  subjects  as  indispensable,  and 
expressed  my  confidence  that.tb^y  would  be  dis- 
posed of  in  season  for  the  approacning  meeting  of 
Congress. 

You  perceive  that,  notwithstanding  past  prom- 
ises, nothing  has  yet  been  done,  and  that  there  is 
no  security  that  we  .shall  have  anything  but 
promises.  I  am  truly  disgusted  with  this  j  and 
would,  if  I  followed  my  own  inclination,  put  a 
speedy  end  to  it.  It  is  better,  however^  to  do 
nothing  of  an  irritating  nature,  until  this  Gov- 
ernment has  had  full  time  to  act  upon  my  note 
of  the  25th.  Even  if  it  should  deelme  to  repeal 
the  Orders  in  Cooncil,  (which  I  am  told  is  quite 
possible,)  a  moderate  course  on  my  part  will  have 
the  recommendation  of  putting  it  more  clearly  in 
the  wrong. 

If  it  should  decline  to  repeal,  the  President  may 
be  assured  that  I  will  not  fail  to  present  such  a 
paper  as  conduct  so  extraordinary  will  demand; 
and,  if  further  delavs  are  effected,  that  I  shall  re- 
monstrate in  very  aecided  terms. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

Hon.  Robert  Smitb. 


Lord  Wellesky  to  Mr.  Pinkney.   , 

PoREiGif  Ofpicb,  Auguti  31, 1810. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  under  dace  the  ^th  instant. 

On  the  23d  of  February,  1808.  His  Majesty's 
Minister  in  America  declared  to  tne  Qavernment 
of  the  United  States  "His  Majesty's  earnest  de- 
sire to  see  the  coxnmerce  of  the  world  restored  tp 
that  freedom  which  is  necessary  for  its  pros- 
perity, and  bis  reaidiness  to  abandon  the  system 


wjiich  had  been  forced  upon  him,  wheoever  the 
enemy  should  retract  the  principles  which  hid 
rendered  it  necessary." 

'  I  am  commanded  by  HisMajeaiy  torepetttbi 
declaration,  and^  to  assure  ypo  that  wheaerei  tk 
repeal  of  the  French  decrees  shell  have  actail!} 
taken  effect^  and. the  commerce  of  neutral  aaiioK 
shall  have  been  restored  to  the  condition  ia  wbk: 
it  stood  previously  to  the  promolgauoa  of  the* 
decrees.- His  Majesty  will  feel  the  highest  sttu- 
faction  in  relinqnistiing  a  system  which  the  cot 
dUct  of  the  enemy  compelled  him  tb  adopt 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dse* 

WRLLESLEY. 

Wm.  Pinuisy,  Esq. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 

London,  SepUmher  3, 1910. 

6ib:  Lord  Wellesley  sent  me  his  aasverje- 
terday  to  my  note  of  the  25th  oltimo,  respeciia? 
the  B^Iin  and  Milan  decr#e«.  I  hnst^  to  trui- 
mit  a  copy  of  it.  A  copy  shall  be  sent  witboi: 
delav  to  Qeneral  Armstrong. 

I  have  the  honor  to  Vi  ^- 

WM.  PINKNEY 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Armatroag. 

Loudon,  September  3, 181G. 

Sir:  I  received  yesterdfiy  from  Lord  WeJiesiff 
an  answer,  dated  the  31st  of  inst  month,  10  s; 
note  of  the  ^5ih,  in  which  I  commuoicittd  10 
him  the  purport  of  your  letter  to  me  of  ibe6(h. 
respectiajg  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees ;  tad  I 
hasten  to  put  you  in  possession  (by  a  special  ne- 
sender)  of  a  copy  of  each  of  those  papers.  10  be 
used  according  to  your  discretion. 

It  is  extremely  desirable  that  I  should  b>vc 
without  loss  of  time,  the  benefit  of  such  rtlk 
tions,  upon  this  answer  as  you  may  be  dispo^ 
to  favor  me  with,  and  of  such  informatioD,  caks- 
lated  to  regulate  my  course  with  regard  toiu 
your  local  position  may  enable  yoa  to  faroisb. 

Your  letters  of  the  6th  and  7th  ultimo  cooer 
in  representing,  (with  perfect  propriety.  I  tbi&i 
that  the  'revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Mtiao  de 
crees  is  tb  take  effect  abeob^Oehf  after  tbe  W- 
November,  and  I  have  so  pot  tt  to  the  British 
Qovernment.    You  will  let  me  know  if  aoy  erm 

J  which  I  do  not  in  the  least  suspect)  has  beta 
iscovered  in  this  representation,  or  if  it  is  Bteo- 
sary  that  the  subject  should  be  brought  beffl« 
this  Government  in  any  other  form  than  th- 
which,  looking  to  your  representation,  I  ^vi 
chosen. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  pledge  coDtaioed  i^ 
Lord  Wellesley's  Answer  is  referred  to  tbe  peri« 
when  the  repeal  of  the  French  edicts  shall  btve 
actually  taken  effect,  and  the  commerce  oi  oes- 
tral  nations  shall  have  been  restored  to  the  coo 
dition  in  which  those  edicts  found  iu  In  ^ 
there  is  nothing  equivocal  in  these  last  expr^ 
sions,  the  pledge  Js,  I  presume,  sufficient  for  tie 
present,  if  the  recall  of  the  French  decrees  does 
not  depend  on  a  condition  precedent,  as  sofl< 
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bare  supposed.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  ao- 
derstood  that,  before  the  French  repeal  is  to  take 
effect,  namely,  before  the  1st  or  2d  of  November, 
Great  Britain  mast  revoke  her  Orders  in  Council, 
so  that  the  orders  shaH  cease  to  operate  at  the 
same  moment  with  the  decrees ;  or,  if  it  is  under- 
itood  that  the  British  blockades,  to  which  France 
objects,  (that  of  May,  1606,  f^t  example,)  must 
be  recalled,  or  declared  not  to  be  in  force,  before 
the  same  period ;  then,  undoubtedly,  the  pledge 
IS  nothing.  If  the  pledge  is  suffioient,  we  have 
)Dly  to  lee  the  matter  rest  until  Novemlier.  If  it 
IS  insufficient,  I  cannot  be  too  soon  employed  in 
taking  a  new  course. 

I  ought  to  mention,  however,  that  I  am  now 
}repariDg  a  note  to'  l4ord.  Welleslcy,  to  be  pre- 
sented in  a  few  days,  concerDiag  th^  blockades. 
This  step  is  proper^  and.' I  thina,  indispensable, 
ivheiher  the  revocation  or  the  decrees  of  France 
iepends  upon  those  blockades  being  put  out  of 
he  way  or  not. 

Begging  you  to  let  me  hear  from  you  as  soon 
IS  convenient,  I  am,  sit,  with  great  respect  and 
consideration,  d^c. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to-  Mr.  Smith.   . 

Lonoon,  September  4,  ^810. 

Sir  :  I  have  jgst  received  your  letters  by  Lieu- 
enant  Spence.  Their  dates  are  fis  follows:  I7th 
Fuly,  18ia;  5th  July,  (origipal  and  duplicate;) 
^d  July,  (original  and  duplicate;)  30eh  June, 
original  and  duplicate ;)  16th  June,  (dunlicate, 
be  original  had  been  received  before;)  13th 
fone,  (duplicate,  the  original  had  already  been 
eceived.)  .  • 

I  have  only  time  taadd,  that  the  repeaKof  the 
French  decrees  (as  communicated  to  me  by  Gen- 
ral  Armstrong,)  and  the  reply  of  Lord  Wellesley 
if  the  Slst  uft.,  to  my  communication  on  that 
abject,  do  not  appear  to  me  to  take  away  the  ne- 
!essity  of  executing,  the  instructions  eohtained  in 
rour  letters  of  the  2d  and  5th  of  July,  relative  to 
he  British  blockades,  although  they  may  afiect 
he  manner  of  executing  those  instructions.  The 
lote,  which  I  intend  to  present  on  this  occasion, 
vill  be  ready  in  a  day  or  two,  and  shall  be  sent 
Q  immediately.   I  have  the  honoir  to  be,  dbc. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

P.  S.  LoM  Wellesley  sent  m?  a  message  yes- 
lerday,  through  Mr.  Hamilton^  that,  if  I  still 
vished  to  seenim  on  the  snbj^t  of  my  lata  com- 
nunication,  he  would  receive  me  to-day.  I  r»> 
)lied  that  I  had  no  wish  to  see  him  on  that  sob- 
jeet,  but  that  h  miffht  be  necessary  to  write  ^im  a 
lote  upon  it  hereafter.  I  mean  to  confine  my^lf 
IS  much  as  possible  to  written  intercourse  with 
Lord  Wellesley. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 

London,  September  7. 1810. 
Sir  :  It  has  been  supposed  h^re,  that  tne  notifi- 
cation of  i^  blockade  of  the  *^  Canal  of  Corfu,''  on 


the  18th  Qf  fast  month,  was  intended  to  cloae  the 
Adriatic ;  and  the  English  newspapers,  as  yo^ 
will  have  perceived,  so  represented  it.  In  my 
letter  to  you  of  the  ^Otb  ult.,  communicating  a 
copy  of  tnat  notification,  I  have  adopted  thiscoa- 
structioo,  which  how  appears  to  be  erroneous. 
The  ^' canal,"  to  which  the  notification  is  now 
understood  to  apply,  is  the  narrow  passage  to  the 
eastward  of  Corfu.  >  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

RoBsa'T  Smith,  Esq.,  dbc. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 

LoMBON,  September  15, 1810. 

Sjr  :  I  send,  enclosed,  a  copy  of  a  second  letter 

which  1  have  wriUeato  Lord  Wellesiey,  respect- 

tng  the  stoppage  of  American  vesfds  attempcini^ 

to  pass  the '  Soand,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 

protest  of  t^e*niaster  of  the  American  ship  Alert, 

naentioned  m  that  letter,  which  is  well  entitled  to 

yQur  attention.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc.    . 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

t'  '  ' 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Pinkney's.  lettor  of  Sspt.  15, 1810.] 


Mr.  Pi 


to  Lord  WdlMley. 

Great  Cumbgrlano  Place, 
September  15, 1810. 

My  Lord  :  In  my  note  of  the  Ist  instant^  I  ha4 
the  honpr  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  it  had 
been  stated  to  me,  in  a  letter  from  Gottenburg, 
that,  in  consequence  of  some  misconception  of  the' 
efiect  of  the  order  for  establishing  a  blockade  of 
Etsinore  in  May  last,  American  vessels  had  re- 
cently been  pre  vented,  from  passing  the  Sound  by 
the  English  naval  force  in  that  quarter ;  and  I 
requested,  that,  if  this  statement  was  correct, 
such  explanations  might  be  transmitted  to  the 
British  Commandeir,  as  mic^ht,  at  least,  confine 
the  blockade  in  question  to  the  port  against  which 
it  had  been  );)rofessedly  instituted. 

As  I  have  not  received  any  answer  to  that  note, 
and,  consequently,  do  not.  know  whether  any  or- 
der has  been  given  to  remove  the  interruption 
which  it  mentions,.!  feel  it  to.be  necessary  to  lay 
before  your  Lordship  the  enclosed  original  pro^ 
test  of  the  master  of  the  American  ship  Alert, 
which  appears  to  Establish  tW  existence  of  that 
interruption  in  a  form  as  exceptionable  as  it  could 
possibly  assume. 

Whatever  may  be  the  ground  upon  which  Sir 
James  Saumarez  has  thouffht  fit  to  issue  his  or- 
ders tb  close  the  passage  of  the  Sound  to  Ameri-, 
can  vessels,  returning  in  the  prosecution  of  a  law- 
ful trade  to  the  United  States,  or  proceeding  in  a 
contrary  direction,  your  Lordship  virill,  I  am  per- 
suaded, think  with  me,  that  my  Government  has 
a  fair  claim  to  be  made  acquainted,  either  through 
me,  or  through  such  other  channel  as  your  Lord- 
ship may  deem  more  proper,  with  the  intentions 
of  the  British  Government  on  the  subject. 

Before  I  conclude  this  letter,  I  must  call  your 
Lordship's  attention  to  the  particular  circum- 
stances of  the  cuse  which  has  mainly  produced 
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it.  and  to  the  redress  which  those  cireuiii8taiie?s 
piaiolf  require. 

The  Alert  has  been  seized  and  sent  to  Eng- 
land hj  the  Africa  for  aalvage.  The  peril  from 
which  she  was  saved — if  .she  was  saved  from  anf 
peril — was  created  by  the  injustice  of  the  captur- 
injf  vessel,  in  torniog  her  from  tbe  regular  coufse 
Diner  homeward  voyage. 

That  the  commander  of  the  Africa,  or  those 
under  whom  he  acted,  should  be  responsible  to 
the  utmost  for  the  loss. occasioned  bv  that  injus- 
tice, seems'  to  be  perfectly  reasonable ;  but  it  is 
difficult  to  imagine  in  what  way  he  can  .expect 
to  derive  from  it  a  right  to  inflame  tl|e  loss  for  his 
own  advantage.  I  trust  that  the  attempt  will  be 
repressed  in  a  suitable  manner^and  that, in  place 
ofsalvage  to  be  paid  by  the  injured  neutral,  coi;a- 
pensation  will,  in  spme  mode  or  other,  be  awarded 
to  him  for  the  daaiages  he  has  been  made  to 
sustain. 

.  The  impressment;  on  board  the  Alert,  of  four 
American  seamen  by  the  Africa,  cannot  be  passed- 
onnoticed.  This  abuse  could  not  fail  to  be  inter- 
esting under  any  circumstances;  but,  on  this  oc- 
casion, rsupposioff  the, enclosed  narrative  to  be 
true,}  It  is  not  only  characterized  by  an  utter  dis- 
regard of  the  rights  of  the  American  Qovernment, 
and  by  the  oppression  of  its  citizens,  but.  is  prac'< 
tised  under  a  show  of  friendly  protection,  and  ag^ 
grevated  by  every  practical  wrong  which-  could 
well  be  associated  with  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc« 

WM.  PINKNET. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  WeUesIey. 

Grbat  Cumberland  Plage, 

September  21, 1810. 

Mt  Lord:  On  the  3bih  of  ApHI  last, I  had  the 
honor  to  address  a  note  to  your  Lordship,  in 
which,  upon  the  inducements  which  it  stated,  I 
took  the  liberty  to  inquire  whether  there^was  any 
objection,  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
tnent,  to  a  revocation^  or  to  a  declaration  that 
they  were  no  longer  in  force,  of  the  British  block- 
ades of  France,  of  a  date  anterior  to  the  Berlin 
decree.  ' 

"  la  a  second  note,  of  the  23d  of  June,  I  had  the 
lionor  to  recall  your  Lordship's  attention  to  that 
inquiry,  and  to  ada  that  my  Government  expected 
from  me  a  communication  upon  it.    And  on  the 


4er  the  delivery  of  my  first  note,  which  had,  in 
fact,  been  preceded  by  verbal  explanations  on  my 
part,  as  well  as  by  an  abortive  correspondence 
m  writing,  to  which  some  of  those  explanations 


I 


were  preparatory 

^  If  I  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  for  m 
hitherto  unanswered  in(]uiry,  the  notice  which  . 
had  flattered  myself  it  might  receive,  and  to  which 
I  certainly  thought  it  was  recommended  by  the 
plainest  considerations  of  policy  and  justice,  it 
would  not,  perhaps,  have'  been  necessary  for  me 
to  trouble  your  Lordship  with  this  letter,  the  pur- 


pose of  which  Is  in  very  few  words  to  noM 
nis  Majesty's  Government,  In  pursuance  of  mj 
instructions,  of  the  sentiments  and  eipectatioii 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  respecti9{ 
such  blockade  as  that  'wliich  my  inquiry  prisd- 
pallv  r^arded, ' 

Tnose  sentiments  and  expecfationa  are  so  weO 
explained  in  two  letters,  from  Mr.  Secretary  Msd- 
ison,  of  the  27th  of  October,  1803,  (o  Mr.  Thora- 
ton,  and  of  the  3d  of  Jaae^  1806,  to  Mr.  Merry; 
that  very  little  more  is  required,  in  the  exeeotin 
of  my  instructions  on  this  occasion,  than  that  1 
should  refer  your  Lordjihip  to  the  copies  of  tboa 
letters,  which  are  herewith  transmitted 

Tour  Lordship  will  'perceire  that  the  %ttt»^ 
and  conclusive  objections,  in  law  a(nd  reasoa,  lo 
he  found  tn  those  papery  (espeelallf  in  Ae  fist, 
which  was  occasfoned  by  a  comma oication  fron 
the  British  Consul  at  New  Tork,  of  a'notieefraB 
Commodore  Hood,  in  July,  1803,  that  theisliBi 
of  Martinique  and  Gaudaloupe  were,  and  for  sow 
time  bad  been  j  blockaded,)  applf  to  several  block- 
ades which  Great  Britain  has  lately  preteadd  a 
establish ;  but  in  a  particular  naanner  to  dttt  af 
May^  1806,  Xfrom  the  Slbe  to  Brest,  iaclasirejis 
that  in  the  spring  of  1806,  of  the  whole  LsJawi  d 
Zealand,  and  to  that,  ioMareh,  1^09,  of  thei&b 
of  Mauritius  and  Boprbon. 

The  (Government  of  the  Uhited  Statescan  ^ 
cover  qo  just  foundation  for  these  and  other  sia- 
ilar  attempts  to  blockade  entire  eoasts,'by  oofii- 
cations  wuh  Which  the  fact  has  no  comspM- 
dence.  It'  views  them  as  unwarrantable  prtiibi- 
tions  of  intercourse  rather  than  regular  bloebks, 
and  as  resembling,  in  all  their  essential  qmliiies, 
the  extraordltiary  decrees  and  orders  which,  for 
the  last  four  years,  have  nearly  obliterated  erery 
'trace  of  the  public  law  of  the  world,  and  discou- 
aged  by  menaces  of  hostile  interruption,  and  pur- 
sued with  seizure  and  confiscation  the  fairest  ao^ 
'most  innocent  trade  of  neatral  merchanls. 

It  may  now  be  hoped  that  those  decrees  inJ 
orders  are  about  to  disappear  (brerer;  andltbiflk 
I  may  presume  that,  as  my  Government  expect 
no  blockade  like  that  of  May,  1806,  will  surrirt 
them. 

Your  Lordship  has  Informed  me,  in  a  receet 
note,  that  it  is  ^' Uis  Majesty's  earnest  desire  to 
see  the  commierce  of  the  world  restored  to  tbii 
freedom  which  is  necessary  for  its  prosperity.^ 
And  I  cannot  suppose  that  this  freedom  Is  mkt- 
stood  to  be  consistent  with  vast  coastraetiveUpelC' 
-ades,  which  n»y  be  so  expanded  a>t  pleas«re,ii. 
without  the  aid  of  any  new  device,  to  oppress  td 
annihilate  every  trade  bat  that  which  EagM 
thinks  fit  to  license.  It  is  not,  I  am  ante,  to  nd 
fieedom  that  your  Lordship  can  be  thoagitt  to 
allude. 

1  am  the  more  inclined  to  be  confident  oo  m 
point,  because  I  have  now  before  me  a  veil' 
Known  official  exposition,  conceived  in  terms  the 
most  exact,  of  the  British  doctrine  of  blockade,  as 
it  stood  in  1804,  contained  in  the  reply  of  Mr. 
Merry,  His  Majesty's  Minister  in  America,  to  ^ 
very  able  remonstrance  above  mentioned  froa 
Mr.  Madison  to  Mn  Thornton. 
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la  that  reply  (of  the  Idtb  of  A]»ril»  1804,)  it  is 
>nDally  anpouDced  to  the  Qovernmeot  of  the 
Jaited  Stales,  ^  bf  His  Majesty's  command,  sig- 
ified  to  Mr,  Merry  by.  the  priecipal  Secretary  of 
lute  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  that,  for  redressing  the 
rie ranee  complained  oi"  by  the  American  Got- 
rnment,  orders  had  been  sent  to  Commodore 
lood  (and  the  necessary  directions  given  to  the 
^ice- Admiralty  Courts  in  the  West  Indies  ^and 
America)  "  not  to  consider  any  blockade  of  the 
slaods  of  MartiniQtte  and  Gandaloupe  as  existingi, 
nless  in  respect  of  particular  ports  which  might 
e  actnally  invested  i  and  then  not  to  capltf  re  res- 
els  bound  to  snch  ppf  ts,  uofesa  thejc  should  pra- 
iously  have  been  warned  not  to  enter  ihem.'' 

It  is  natural  to  conclude,  that,  though  the 
'grievance,''  which  this  fV^ok  comronnfecation 
ODdemos,  has  been. since  so  often  repeated,  as  al- 
aost  to  make  us  lose  sight  of  the  rule  in  the  multi- 
ode  of  its  violations,  your  Lordship  could,  not 
peak  of  the  restoration  of  the  just  freedojoa  of 
ommerce,  as  an  ev^nt  desired  by  Greai  Britaih, 
ritbout  some  reference  to  the  neglected  doctrine 
if  this  paper,  and  without  some  idea  of  reviving  it. 

With  reoard  to  the  blockade  of  Mav,  1806, 1  re- 
fret  that  l*Mye  failed  to  obtain  an  admission,  ap- 
wrently  warranted  by  fa^ts.  and  invited  by  cir- 
nimstivices,  that  it  isnot  in  force. 

Your  Ltordsbip's  answers*  to  my  letters  of  the 
I5th  of  February  Md  7th  of  M^rch  last,  appear 
0  justify  the  opinion  that  this  blockade  sunk  into 
he  Orders  in  Council  of  1807,  with  wbichit  was 
wrfecUy  cpogeniaU  It  can  scarcely  be  said|  that, 
iDce  the  promulgation  of  those:  orders,  there  has 
Men  even  a  show  of  maintaiaiog  it,  as  an  actual 
4ockade^  by  a  stationary  force,  Meqnate  or  injid- 
quate,  distributed  with  that  view  along  the  im^ 
nense  lin^  of  co^t  which  k  affected  to  embrace. 
lod  if  it  has  not  been  eonstalitly  so  maintained. 
lor  even  attempted  to  be  maintained,  aa  an  actoai 
Cockade,  but  has  yielded  its  functions  since  1807 
0  Orders  in  CpundU  neither  being,  nor  ^rofes- 
ing  to  be,  actual  blockades,  it  may,  I  imagine,  be 
'ery  safely  asserted  that  it  exists,  no  lotager* 

But  as  this  conclusion  has  nor  been  adopted, 
rat  has  rather  been  resisted  by  your  Lordship,  it 
s  my  duty,  in  transmittiog  the  eDolosed  eopy  of 
10  act  of  the  Congress  of  toe  Unite.d  States,  passed 
m  the  Ist  of  May,  1810^  entitled  "  An  act  con- 
leroioff  the  commercial  mtercourse  between  the 
Joitea  States  and  Great  Briti^in  and  France. 
ind  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,'^ 
0  state  to  your  Lfordsbip  that  an  annulaent  of 
he  blockade  of  May,  1806,  is  considered  by  the 
President  to  be  as  indispensable,  in'  the  view  of 
kat  act,  as  the  revocation  of  the  British  Orders 
&  Council.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^ 

WM.  PIiNKNEY. 


Government  could  not'inter&rr,  and  that  the  case 
must  be  left  to  the  Court  of  Admiralty. 

I  now  transmit  his  answer  to  that  part  of  my 
letter  which  rcji^arded  the  efiect  of  the  blockade  of 
Elsinore,  (as  it  was  interpreted  by  Sir  James 
Sanmarex,)  on  the  passage  of  the  Sound ;  from 
which  it  appears  that  it  is  not  yet  intended  to 
dose  that  passage. 

No  notioe  has  been  taken  of  the  residue  of  my 
letter  concerning  the  four  A.merican  seamen  taken 
from  the  Alert; 

As  I  have  transmitted  you  a  copy  of  Lord  Wel- 
lesley's  reply  to  my  application  for  the  lelease  of 
the  Mary,  from  which  it  waiB  to  be  inferred  ^hat  she 
wo^ld  be  immediately  released,  i  ought  now  to 
mention  that,  so  far  from  being  released^she  b  to 
be  fbrthwitb  proceeded  agkinst  as  prize.  These 
things  require^a  large  stock  of  ptitience. 

I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  dtc 

WM.PINKNRY. 

RoBt^  Smith,  Eisq.  dbc. 

{lleferred  to  and  enclosed  in  the  preceding.] 
Lord  Wellesley  to  Mx.  Pinkney. 

FoRBioM  OrnoB,  Sept.  26, 18ia 
The  Marquis  Wellesley  has  the  honor  to  a(^- 
qiiaint  Mr..  Pinkney^  in  ansiterto  that  part  of  bis 
letter  of  the  I5lh  instaa%  relating  to  an  alleged 
misconception  of  the  (^der  in  Council  for  the 
blockade  of  Sisinore,  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  that  that  blockade 
ahould  be  strictly  confined  to  the  portof  Bisinor^, 
and  th^t  it  does  not  affect  any  veesels  professedly 
bound  up  the  Sound,  unless  it  should  appear  from 
their  papers  that  thev  are  bound  to  Elstnore. 

The  Marquis  W^lesW  ben  to  renetr  to  Mr. 
Pinkney  the  assurance  of^his  nigh  consideiatiOD. 
Wm.  Pihiucby,  Esq.  doc. 

Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 

LoNOOir,  Oct.  3. 1810; 

Sir:  Lord  Wellesley 's  communication  con- 
cerning the  pasiage  of  (he  Sound  was  supposed,  by 
a  mercnant  here  to  whom  I  showed  it,  to  be  am- 
biguous, by  reason  of  the  expressions  ^  bound  up 
the  Soond.'^  dbc. 

The  ambignity  has,  however,  been  removed  (if, 
indeed,  there  was . any)  by  a  note  which  I  have' 
just  received  from  the  Foreign  Office  in  answer 
to  one  from  me. 

'  It  says  that  ^  no  vessel  will  be  subject  to  the 
restrictions  of  the  blockade  of  Blsinore  but  such 
as  may  be  going  to  that  port,  in  whatever  direc- 
tioir  they  may  be  passing  the  Soond."^  It  says  fur- 
ther, that  "  the  equivoque  in  the  original  commu- 
nication was  certainly  not  intentional."  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  4c. 

/  WM.  PINKNEY. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 

Lou oon,  SefOember  88,  J  810. 
Sir  :  I  have  alreadv  sent  you  a  copy  of  Lord 
iVellesley's  reply  to  tbat  part  of  my  letter  of  th^ 


Mr.  amhh,  Secretaiy  of  Stote,  to  Mr.  Pinkn^. 

Dbpabtmbnt  of  Statb, 
October  19, 1810. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  24th  of  August,  en- 


t5ih  instant  which  particuUrly  respected  the  case  |  closing  a  newspaper  statement  of  a  letter  from  the 
>f  the  Mert.    The  amount  ofthat  reply  wiui^  that  |  Duke  of  Cadore  to  General  Armstrong,  notifying 
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a  reTOcation  of  the  Berlin  Rod  Milao  decrees,  lias 
been  received.  It  ought  not  to  be  doubted  that 
this  step  of  the  French  Ctovernment  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  repeal  on  the  part  of  the  British  Qoy- 
emsient  of  its  Orders  in  Council.  And  if  a  ter 
mination  of  the  crisis  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  be  really  intended,  the  repeal 
ought  to  include  the  sptem  of  paper  blockades, 
which  difier  in  name  only  from  the  retaSiatory  sys- 
tem comprised  in  the  Orders  in  Council.  From 
the  complexion  of  the  British  prints,  not  tc.men* 
tion  other  consrderations,  the  paper  blockades 
may,  however,  not  be  abandoned.  There  is  hence 
a  prospect  that  the  United  States  may  be  brought 
to  issue  with  Qreat  Britain  bo  the  legality  of  such 
blockades.  In  such  case,  as  it  cannot  be  expected 
^that  the  United  Slates,  foUnd^  as  they  are  in  law 
and  ii^  t\%\it^  can  aoqoiesoe  in  the  validity  of  the 
British  practice,  it  lies  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  remove  the  diflSeulty*  In  addition  to  the 
considerations  heretofore  stated  to  you  in  former 
letters,  ypa  may  bring  to  the  view  of  the  Britjsh 
Government  the  retrospective  operation  of  those 
diplomatic  notifications  of  blockades  which  con- 
siaet  a  notiee  to  the  Minister  ,as  a  notice  to  his 
Government,  and  to  the  merchants  who  are  at  a 
distance  of  three  thousand  kixUes<  It  will  recur, 
to  your  recoUeetion  that  the  present  Ministry,  in 
the  debates  of  Parliament,  in  opposition  to  the 
authors  of  the  orders  of  January,  1807,  denied  that. 
they  wer^  warranted  by  the  law  of  nations.  The 
'  analogy  between  these  orders  and  the  blockade  of 
May,  1806,  in  so.  far  as  both  relate  to  a  trade  be- 
tween enemy  ports,  furnishes  an  appeal  to  the 
consistency  of  those  now  in  office, -and  an  answer 
to  the  attempts  by  them  to  vindicate  the  legality 
•  of  that  blodkade.  It  is  remarkable,  also,  that  this 
blockade  is'  founded  en  '^the^new  and  extraordi- 
nary means  resorted  to  by  the  enemy  for  the  pur- 
pose of  distressing  the  commerce  ^  of  Bf  itish  sub* 
jects:"'  What  are  those  meiins?  In  what  respect 
do  th^y  violate  our  neutral  rights?  Are  t»ey 
still  in  operation  ?  It  is  believed  that  true  an- 
swers to  these  questions  will  enforce  the  obliga- 
tion of  yielding  to  our  demands  on  this  subject. 
You  may,  also,  refer  th^  British  Goveiliment  to 
the  characteristic  definition  of  a  blockaded  port, 
as  set  forth  in  their  treAtjr  with  Russia  of  JTune* 
1801,  the  preamble  of  which  declares  that  one  of 
its  objects  was  to  settle  ^  an  invariable  determina- 
tion of  their  principles  upon  theright  of  neutrality." 
Should  the  British  Government  ut^eypectedly 
resort  to  the  pretext  of  an  acquiescence,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  in  their  practice,  it  may 
he  remarked  that,  prior  to,  as  well  as  during,  the 
present  Administration,  this  Government. has  in- 
variably protested  ag^ainst  such  pretensions ;  and, 
in  additioD'to  other  instances  heretofore  commu- 
nicated to  vou,  I  herewith  transniit  to  you  an  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  to  the  Department  of  State  of 
July  15,  1799,  from  Mr.  Kiog  our  Minister  at 
-  London,  and  also  such  part  of  Mr.  Marshall's  let-* 
ter  to  him  of  the  SOth  September,  1800,  as  relates 
to  the  subject  of  blockades.  Add  it  may,  more- 
over, be  urffed,  that  the  principle  now  contended 
for  by  the  United  States  was. maintained  asrainst 


others,  as  well  as  Great  Britain ^  as  appears  froa 
the  accompanying  copy  of  the  letter  to  oorliis- 
jster  at  Madrid  in  the  year,  1801.  To  this  prii- 
ciple  the  United  States  also  adhered,  when  a  b^ 
iigerent,  as  in  the  case  of  the  blockade  of  Tripdi, 
as  wiH  be  seen  by  the  annexed  letters  from  ik 
Navy  Departmen t.  You  will  press  on  the  jostiee, 
friendship,  and  poAcy  of  Great  Britain  soch  i 
course  oi  proceeding  as  will  obviate  the  dilemma 
resulting  to  the  United  Stales  fro^  a  refosal  is 
put  an  end  to  the  paper  blockades  as  wril  as  die 
Orders  in  Council. 

The  necessity  of  revoking  the  blockade  of  Co- 
penhagen, as  notified  to  you  in  May,  1806.  wifl 
not  escape  your  attention.  lu  con  tin  oa  nee' mi  j 
embarrass  xA  with  Denmark,  if  not  with  Frasee. 

Your  answer  as  to  the  Corfu  Uoekade  is  appror- 
ed^  and  should  the  answer  to  it  render  a  reply  ae 
cessary,  the  President  directs  you  to  remonstrate 
against  such  a  blockade ;  availing  yourself,  as  &r 
as  thev  may  be  applicable,  of  the  ideas  in  the  let 
ter  to  Mr.  Charles  Pinckney  of  October,  1801,  ao4 
particularly  of  the  proof  it  affords  of  our  nrir 
remonstrance  against  the  principle  of  such  block- 
ades. '. 

No  communication  having  yet  been  made  bf 
General  Armstrong  of  a  letter  to  hitn  from  (k 
Duke  of  Cadore,  declaring  that  the  Beriia  aai 
Milan  decreed  will  .cease  to  be  id  force  from  tbe 
1st  day  of  November  next,  lean  at  this  time  obJt 
inform  you,  that  if  the  proceedings  of  the  fmtk 
Government,  when  ofBcialiy  received,  sfaoeM  cor- 
respond with  the  printed  letter  of  the  Dokfrf 
Cadore,  enclosed  in  your  despatch,  you  will  let 
the  British  Government  understand  that  on  the 
1st  day  of  November  the  President  will  issoete 
proclamation,  conformably  to  the  act  of  CoDgresi, 
and  thatihe  non-intercourse  la^  will  eonseqaeotlf 
be  revived  against  Gkeat  Bcitaio.  And  ii  tbe 
British  Government  should  not,  with  the  earif 
notice  received  of  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees, 
have  revoked  all  its  orders  which  violate  oar  neo- 
tral  rights,  it. should  not  be  overlooked  that  Cob- 
gress,at  their  approaching  session,  may  be  indace«i 
not  to  wait  for  die'expiration  of  the  three  mooths 

i which  were  allowed  oh  the  supposition  that  tbe 
rst  notice  might  pass  through  the  United  Sute) 
before  they  give  effect  to  the  renewal  of  thesM- 
intercpurse.  This  consideration  ought  to  htn 
its  weight  in  clissuading  the  British  Govemmeit 
from  the  policy,  in  everv  respect  misjudged,  of 
procrastinating  the  repeal  df  its  illegal  edicts. 

If  the  British  Ctovemmentjbe  sincerely  dis^osA 
to  come  to  a  good  understanding,  and  to  cultirate 
a  friendly  intercourse  with  the  united  States,  it 
oannot  but  be  sensibleof  the  necessity,  in  additioa 
to  a  compliance  with  theactof  Congress,  of  cob- 
clawing)  at  this  time,  a  general  arrangement  of  iU 
topics  between  the  two  countries ;  and,  above  all, 
such  a  one  as  will,  upon  equitable  terms,  effects- 
ally  put  a  stop  to  the  insufferable  vexations  to 
which  our  seamen  have  been,  and  yet  are  exposed, 
jTroin  the  British  practice  of  impressment ;  a  prae- 
tice  which  has  so  strong  a  bearing  on  our  neotiai- 
ity,  and  to  which  no  nation  ^an  submit  cohsb- 
tently  with  Its  independence.    To  this  very  to- 
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teresting  salgecl  you  will  ttoefore  jteM  the 
fttieDdon  of  the  BritUb  GoyernineDt,aDd  you  will 
accordingly  copsider  yourself  hereby  authorized 
to  discuss  and' adjust  the  same  separately,  confor- 
mably to  the  instructions. fn  my  letter  to  you  of 
the  20ih  January  last ;  on  the  condition,  however, 
contained  in  that  letter,  namely^  that  the  requisite 
atonement  shall  have  been  previously  made  in  the 
ease  of  the  outrage  oh  the  Chesapeake*  But  as 
ID  this  case  every  admissible  advance  has  been 
exhausted  on  the  part  of  th^  United  Statesjt  will 
be  improper  to  renew  the  subject  to  the  Hritish 
Government)  with  which  it  must  lie  to  come  for- 
ward with  the  requisite  satisfaction  to  the  United 
States.  Yott  will,  therefore,  merely  evance  a  dis-* 
position  to  meet  in  a  conciliatosy  form  any  over- 
tores  thai  may  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Gkverhmep't* 

.  The  British  Government,  having  so  Ions  omit- 
ted to  fulfil  the  ju|it  expectations  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  a  successor  to  Mr.  Jackson, 
notwithstanding  tl^e  reiterated  assurlinces  to  you 
of  such  an  intentiOki,  has  no  claims  to  further  in- 
dulgence. '  On  the  receipt  of  this  letter^ therelbre, 
should  the  appointmeni  of  a  Plenipotentiary  suc- 
cessor' not  have  been  made  and  eommunicated  to 
you,  you  will  let  your  purpose  be  known  of  re- 
toraiog  to  the  United  States,  unless,  indeed,  the 
British  Government  should  have  unequivocally 
maotfested  a  disposition  to'  revoke  their  Order  in 
Council  Goafermably  to  the  act  of  Conaress  of 
May  last,  and  our  afiairs  with  them  should  have 
accordingly  taken  so  unfavorable^  a  turn  tits  to  jusr 
tify,  in  your  judgment^a  further  suspension  of  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 

9*  SMITH. 

[Refemd  to  in  the  letter  of  the  deoretary  of  State 
of  October  Id,  1810.]     .  .    ^^ 

Extrsctof  a  letter  from  Mr.  King,  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States  at  London,  to  Mr.  Pick- 
ering, Secretary  of  State,  dated 

London,  July  15, 1799. 

Seven  or  eightof  our  vessels,  laden  with  valu- 
able cargoes,  have  been  lately  captured,  and  are 
still  detained  for  adjudication.  These  vessels 
were  met  in  their  voyage  to  and  from  the  Dutch 
ports  declared  to  be  blockaded.  Several  notes^ 
have  passed  between  Lord  Grenville  and  me  upon 
this  si;^bject,.with  the  view,  on  my  part,  of  estab- 
lishing a  more  limited  and  reasonable  interpreta- 
tion of  t^e  law  of  blockade  than  is  attempted  to 
be  enforced  by  the  English  Government.  Nearly 
one  hundred  Danish,  Russian,  and  other  neutral 
ships,  have,  within  a  few  months,  been  in  like 
manner  intercepted,  going  to  and  returning  from 
the  United  Provinces.  Many  of  them,  as  well  as 
some  of  ours,  arrived  in  the  Texel  in  the  course 
of  the  last  Winter,  the  severity  of  which  obliged 
the  English  fleet  to  return  to  their  ports,  leaving 
a  few  frigates  only  to  make  short  cruises  off  the 
Texel)  as  the  season  would  allow. 

My  object  has  been  to  prove  that,  in  this  situa- 

*  See  the  note  from  Mr.  King  to  Lord  Grenville,  im- 
mediately following. 


tion  of  the  investing  fieet^  there  can  be  no  effec- 
tive blockade,  whicn,  in  tny  opinion,  cannot  be 
said  to  exist  without  acompetent  force  stationed 
and  present  at  (Or  near  the  entrance  of  the  blocka- 
ded port« 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  King  to  Lord  GrenvJHiB, 

dtfted 

Downing  Street, 

London,  Mzy  23, 179Q. 
It  seems  scarcely  necessary  to  observe,  that  the 
presence  of  a  competent  force  is  essential  to  con- 
stitute a  blockade ;  and,  although  it  is  usual  for 
the  belligerent  to  give  notice  to  neutral  nations 
when  he  institutes  a  blockade,  it. is  not  customary 
to  give  any  notice  of  its  discontinuance ;  and  that, 
consequently,  the  presence  of  the  blockading  force 
is  the  natural  criterion  by  whioh  the  neutral  is 
enabled  to  ascertain  the  existence  of  the  blockade, 
in  like  manner  as  the  actual  investment  of  a  be-, 
sieged  place  is  the  only  evidence  by  which  we  de- 
cide whether  the  siege  is  eontinued  or  raised.  A 
siege  may  be  commenced,  raised,  recommenced| 
and  raised  again  ;  but  its  existence  at  any  precise 
time  must  always  depend  upon  the  fact  of  the 
presence  of  an  ioveelina  army.  This  interpreta- 
tion of  the  law  of  blockade  is  of  peculiar  impor-. 
tance  to  nations  situated  at  a  great  distance  from 
each  other,  and  between  whom  a  considerable 
length  of  time  is  necessary  to  send  and  receive 
information. 

TReferred  to  in  the  letter,  of  the  Secretary'  of  State 
of  October  19,  1810.]  '     * 

Extract  of  a  letterfrom  Mr.  MaiehaO,  Secretary  Of  State, 

te  Mr.  Kingvdated 

Sbptbmbbr  20, 1800.    ' 

The  right  to  confiscate  vessels  boiitid  to^  bloek* 
aded  port  has  been  unreasonablv  extended  to  caaes 
not  coming  with  in-  the  rule  as  neretofore  adopted. 

On  principle,  it  might  well  be  questioned  whe- 
ther this  rule  can  be  applied  to  a  place  nQt  aom- 
pleteljr  invested  by  land  as  well  as  by'sea.  If 'we 
exam  me  the  reasoning  on  which  is  founded  the 
right  to  intercept  and  confiscate  supplies  designed 
for  a  blockaded  town,  it  will  be  difficult  to  resif^ 
the  conviction  that  its  extencion  to  towns  inteated 
by  sea  only  is  an  unjustifiable  enoroachment  on 
the  rights  6f  neutrals.  But  it  is  not  of  this  de* 
parture  from  principle  (a  departure  which  baa 
received  some  sanction  from  practice)  that  we 
mean  to  complain.  It  is,  that  ports,  not  efibeta- 
ally  blockaded  by  a  force  capable  of  completely 
investing  them,  have  yet  been  declared  in  a  state 
of  blockade,  and  vessels  attempting  to  enter  there^ 
in  have  been  seized,  and,  on  that  account,  con* 
fiscated.  '  ' 

This  is  a  vexation  proceeding  directly  from  the 
Government,  and 'which  maybe  carried,  if- not 
resisted,  to  a  very  injurious  extent.  Our  mer« 
chants  nave  greatly  complained  of  it,  with  respect 
to  Cadiz  and  the  ports  of  Holland. 

If  the  effectiveness  of  the  blockade  be  dispensed 
with,  then  eVery  port  of  all  the  belliffereat  Powera 
may,  at  all  times,  be  declared  in  that  state,  wad 
the  commerce  of  neutrals  be  thereby  subjected  to 
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universal  captare.  But  ifthis  prineiple  be  strict* 
Iv  adhered  to,  the  capacity  to.  btockade  will  be 
limited  by  the  navat  force  of  the  beilifferent,  and, 
of  coDsequeoce,  the  mischief  to  Detitral  commerce 
caDDOt  be  very  extensive.  It  is,  therefore,  of  the 
last  importance  to  neutrals,  tha(  this  principle  be 
maintained  unimpaired. 

I  observe  thai  you  have  pressed  this  reasoning 
'  on  the  British  Minister;  who  repfies,  that  an  oc- 
casional absence  of  a  fleet  from  a  blockaded  port 
ought  not  to  change  the  state  of  the  place. 

Whatever  force  this  observation  may  be  entS* 
lied  to  where  that  occasional  absence  has  been 
produced  by  accident,  as  a  storm,  vfhich  for  a 
moment. blows  off  the  fleet  and  /orces  it.  from  its 
station,  which  station'  it  imfnediately  resumes,  I 
am  persuaded  that  where  a  part  of  the  fleet  is  ap- 
.  pliea,  though  6nly  for  a  time^  to  other  objects,  or 
eomes  into  port,  the  very  principle  requiring  an 
effective  blockade,  which  is^  that  the  mischief 
cab  then  only  be  co-ei:tensive  with  the  oaval 
force  of  the  belligerent,  requires  that,  during  such 
temporary  absence,  the  commerce  of  neutrals  to 
the  place  should  be  free. 

[Referred  to  in.the  letter  of  the  Seeretai^  of  State, 
of  October  19, 1810.] 

Cxiract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Modiaon  to  Mr.  Charles 

,  Pinckney,  dated 

Depabtmemt  i>F  State, 
,      ,  October  25, 1801. 

The  prdtezt  for  the  seizure  of  our  vessels  seems 
at  present  to  be,  tfaatQibraltar  ha&been  proclaim- 
ed in  a  state  of  blockade,  and  that  the  vessels  are 
bound  to  that  port.  Should  the  proceeding  be 
avowed  by  the  Spanish  Qovernment,  and  de- 
fended on  that  gffouod,  you  will  be  able  to  reply  : 

1.  That  the  proclamation  was  made  as^r  back 
aa  the  15th  of  February,  ldOO,.and  has  not  since 
been  renewed;  that  it. was  immediately  protested 
against  by  the  American  and  other  neutral  Mln- 
isteta  at  Madrid,  and  not  warranted  by  the  real 
atife  of  Gibraltar;  and  that  no  violations  of  neu- 
tral commerce  having  followed  the  proclamation, 
it  was  reasonably  concluded  to  have  been  rather 
t  me^nace.  against  the  enemies  of  Spain  than  a 
measure  to  be  ^rried  into  execution  against  her 
friends. 

2.  That  the  state  of  Gibraltar  is  not,  and  never 
can  be,  admitted  by  the  United  States  to  t)e  that 
of  a  real  blockade.  In  this  doctrine  they  are  sup- 
ported by  the  law  of  nations,  as  laid  ,down  in  "the 
moat  approved  commentators ;. by  everv  treaty 
which  has  undertaken  to  define  a  blockade,  parti- 
cularly those  of  latest  date'*'  among  the  maritime 
nations  of  Europe ;  and  by  the  sanction  of  Spain 
lierself,  as  a  party  to  the  armed  neutrality,  in  the 
year  1791.  The  spirit  of  articles  Hfteen  and  six- 
teen of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Bpain  may  also  be  appealed  to  as  favoring  a  libe- 
ral construction  of  tne  rights  of  the  parties  in 
poch  ^ases.  In  fact,  the  ioea  of  an  investment,  a 
aiege,  oir  a  blockade,  as  collected  from  the  author- 

*  The  late  treaties  between  Russia  andSweden,  and 
between  Russia  an4  Great  Britain. 


ities  referred  to,  nteessartty  reaolta  fWim  the  force 
of  those  terms ;  and,  though  it  has  been  sofiw> 
times  grossly  violated  or  evaded  by  powerfol  at- 
tions  in  pursuit  of  fovorite  objects,  it  has  innni- 
biy  kept  its  place  in  the  eode  of  puUie  law,tij 
cannot  be  shown  to  have  been* expressly  reooiue- 
ed  in  a  single  stipnlation  between  partieaiir  n- 
tions. 

'  3.  That  this  sftxiation  d  the  naval  force  it 
Algeziras.  in  relation  lo  Gibraltar,  has  oot  tk 
shallow  of  likeneips  to  a  blockade,  as  tmly  asd 
legallf  defined.  This  foree  can  neither  be  ssi 
to  invest,  besiege,  or  blockade  tlie  garnsoo^oorio 
guard  the  entrance  into  the  port.  On  the  eoo* 
trary,  the  ^nboats  infesting  our  commerce  biTe 
their  stations  in  another  harbor,  separatol  fran 
that  of  Gibraltar -by  a  connderaMe  hay;  aadue 
M>  far. from  beleaguering  their  enemy  at  that  phee 
and  rendering  the  entrance  into  it  dangeroos  ts 
others,  that  they  are,  and- ever^ainoe  the  pradt* 
mlition  of  a  blockade  have  heenj(^  the  most  pea 
kept  at  a  di$t9nee  by  a  superior  naval  force,  wkiefa 
inakes  it  dangerous  to  themselvea  toapproicbtiK 
spot. 

4.  That  the  principle  on  which  the  bloekideflf 
Gibraltar  is  asserted  i^the  mere  inedmissifak^i! 
it  may  be  extended  to  every  other  place  in  pi» 
ing  to  which  vessels  must  sail  within  the  net 
and  reach  of  the  armed  boats  belonging  to  Ai^ 
xiras*    If,  because  a  nemtal  vesael  lonad  to  Oi^ 
raltar  can  be  annoved  and  put  in  daaM  Im^  nf- 
layine  cruisers,  which  neither  ocenpruieeBtiiMf 
into  the  harbor,  nor  dare  approach  it,  and  bf  m* 
son  of  that  danger  is  liable  to  capture,  everf  put 
of  the  Mediterranean  eoasts  and  ialanda,towhiek 
neutral  vessels  must  pass  through  the  same  du- 
gen  may  with  equal  reason  be  prooJaimed  is  a 
state  of  blockade,  and  the  neutnrlr  vcaseb  hwad 
thereto  made  equally  liable  to  capture;  or,  if  tbc 
armed  vessels  from  Algeziras  alone  should  be  ib- 
sufficient  to  create  this  danger  in  passing  into  iIm 
Mediterranean,  other  Spanish  vessels,  co-open- 
ting  from  other  stations,  might  produce  the dEBCi, 
and  thereby  not  only  blockade  nny  particular  port, 
or  the  ports  of  any  particular  nation,  bat  blockade 
at  once  a  whole  aea.  snrrounded  by  maey  Batioii& 
Like  blockades  might  be  |)roclafmed  by«lJr|»^ 
ticular  nation,  enabled  by  its  naval  superioritf  to 
dietribute  its  ships  at  the;  meuth  of  the  same,  or 
any  similar  sea,  or  across,  channels  or  armsof  ik« 
sea,  so  as  to  make  it  dangerous  foe  the  commeiee 
of  other  nations  to  pass  to  ita  destination.    Tbe« 
nionstrous  consequences  condemn  the  prioeiplf 
from  which  thejr  flow,  an4  ooght  to  anite  agtiDst 
it  ^very  nation.  Spain  among  the  rest,  which  has 
an  in  terest  in  the  rights  of  the  sea.   Of  this,  Span 
herself  appears  to  have  been  ^naible  in  the  year 
1780,  when  she  yielded  to  Russia  ample  satis£u- 
ti(Hi  for  the  seizures  of  her  vessels,  mftds  oader 
the  pretext  of  a  general  blockade  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, add  followed  it  with  her  aeoessioa  to  tiu 
definition  of  a  blockade  contained  ia  the  armed 
neutrality. 

5.  That  the  United  States  have  the  strooger 
ground  for  remonstrating  against  the  anaoyaoce 
of  her  vessels  on  their  way  to  Gihraltttr,  iaasiaocii 
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^  with  very  few  eioeptions,  -ihetr  object  m  pot 
)  trade  there  for  the  aecommodation  of  the  gar- 
son,  bor  merely  to  seek  advice  or  cooirojr  for 
leir  own  acooflDmodatioa  ia  the  ulterior  obj^ts 
f  their  voyage.  lo  ditftarbiag  their  course  to 
Gibraltar,  therefore,  oo  real  dctriiaent  results,  to 
le  enemy  of  Spain,  whilst  a  beavy  one  is  cooi- 
kitted  OD  her  frieads.-  To  this  coofidemtion  it 
lay  be  added,  thai  fhe-  real  objeet  of  a  blockade 

to  sabjeet  the  eneniy  to  primtions,  which  may 
o-operate  withestemai  force  in  compelHog  them 
>  8ttrrender-*-an  objeqt  which  cannot  be  alleged 
I  a  case  wh>ce  it  is  well  known  that  Great  Bri- 
lin  can  aad  does,  at.  all  times,  by  her  ^oounand 
r  the  sea,  secure  to  the  garrispn  at  Gibraltar 
irery  supply  which  it  wants. 

6.  It  is  ot^rvabie,  tba^  the  blockade  of  Gibral^ 
ir  is  rested  by  the  proclamation  oa  two  consid- 
rations:  one,  that  it  is  necessary  to  prevent  illicit 
affic,  by  meana  of  neutral  vessels,  betwaei^  Span- 
h  subjects  and  the  garrison  there ;  t)ie  other^ 
lai  it  is  a  'just  reprisal  on  Great  Britain  for  the 
roceediogs  of  her  naval  arnHmients  against  Ga- 
it and  St.  Lacaiw  The  first  can  «arely  have  no 
reight  whb  neutrals,  but  on  a  siMposiuon,  never' 
)  be  allowed,  that  toe  resort  to  Gibraltar,  under 
stual  circomstanoes,1s  an  iadulfrettce  from  Spain, 
ot  a  right  4>f  their  own ;  the  other  eonsidemtioo, 
rithottt  examining  the  analogy  between  the  cases 
eferred  to -and  that  of  Gihra^r,  is  equally  with* 
ut  weight  with  the  United  8tate8,ag^nst  whom 
0  right  canaeoriM  to  Spain  from  hs  complaints 

gaiost  Great  Britgiortto'*^  ^  could  be  shown 
lat  the  United  Statea  Were  in  an  Unlawful  coi* 
ision  with  the  latter^Hi  olsarga  which  they  well 
now  that  Spain  is  too  just  hnd  too  candid  to  in^ 
inoate.  It  eaiioot^v«n  be  satd  Chat  the  United 
itates  havaaoqiiieaeed  in  the  denredations  com- 
utted  by  Great  Britain,  under  whatever  pretexts^  ^ 
a  their  lawi^il  commerce.  Had  this,  indeed! 
een  the  case,  the  aaquiesoeUct  ought  to  be  tc^. 
arded  as  a  sacrifice  madte  by  prudence  to  a  love 
fpeace,  of  which  all  natious  furnish  occasional 
Kamplea,  and  as  involving  a  Question  between 
le  United  States  and  Gireat  Britain,  of  which  no^ 
ther  nation  could  take  advantage  against  the^ 
Vflier.  But  it  may  be  truly  affirmed,  that  no 
ich  acquiescence  haa  taken  place.  The  United 
•tates  have  -souffbt  redress  for  injuries  from  Ckeat 
iritain,  as  'well  as  from  other  nations.  They 
are  sought  it  by  the  meatts  which  appeared  to 
lemselves,  the  only  rightful  judges, -to  be  best, 
litedfo  tiieir  objeet;  and  it  is  equally  certain 
)at  redress  has  in  soiike  measure  been  obtained. 
od  that  the  pursuit  of  completa  redress  is  by  no 
leans  abandoned. 

7*  Were  it  admitted  that  the  etrcumstanees  of 
^ibralur,  in  February, .  1800,  the  date  of  the 
'panish  proclamation,  amounted  to  a  real  bloc* 
ade,  and  that  the  proclamation  was  therefore 
oligatory  OB  neutrals;  and  were  it  also  admit- 
:d  that  the  preaent  circumstances  of  that  place 
(noont  to  a  real. blockade,  (neither  of  whicb  can 
e  admitted«)  still,  the  conouct  of  the  Aigeziraa 
raisers  is  altogether  iUegal  and  unwarrantable. 
( ts  ill^^  End  onwamoitable,  becauae  the  force 


of  the  proclamation  must  have  expired  whenever 
the  blockade  was  actually  raised,  as  must  have 
been  uoquestiopably  the  case  since  the  date  of  the 
proclamation ;  particularly  and  notoriously^  when 
the  port  of  Algeziras  itself  was  lately  entered  ahd 
attacked  by  a  British  fleet ;  apd  because,  on  a  re- 
newal of  tha  blockade,  either  a  new  proclamation 
ought  to  hav^e  issued,  or  the  vesseb  making  for 
Gibraltar  ought  to  have  beau  premonished  qf 
their  danger,  and  penhitted  to  change  their  course 
as  they  might  think  proper.  Among  the  abuses 
45imimltted  und^r  the  pretext  of  war,  none  seem 
to  have  been  carried  16  greater  extravagance,  or 
to  tbr^ten  great<!r  nuschi'ef  to  neutral  commerce, 
than  the  attenq)^  to  substitute  fictitious  blockades 
by  pcoclamatioo,  for  real  blockades  formed  ac- . 
cording  to  the.  law  of  nations;  and,  consequently, 
none  ag^aittst  which  if  is  pore  necessary  for  neu- 
tml  nations  to  remonstrate  efiectuaily,  before  the 
innovations  acquire  maturitr  and  authority,  from 
Mp^titjons  on  one  side,  and  silent  acquiescence 
on  the  other. 

[Keifimd  to  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
of  (>ctober  19,  1810.] 

■  Mi.  Smith,  Secretsry  of  the  Z^avjt  to  Commodore 

Prsble. 

Navt  DfifABTHfiNT,  Feb^  4, 1804. 

'Sir:.  Your  letter  of  ihe.  12(h  November,  en - 
cloaing  your  circular  notification  of  the  blockade 
of  the  port  of  Tripoli,  L  have  received. 

SensiUe,  as  yoa  must  be,  that  it  is  the  interest, 
as  well  as  the  disposition,  of  the  United  States  to 
inaintain  the  rights  of  neutral  nations,  yon  will,  I 
trint,  cautiously  avoid  whatever,  may  appear  to 
Vou  to  be  incompatible  with  those  ri^ts.  It  is, 
nowever,  deemeo  lieoassary,  and  I  am  charged  by 
tte  President  to  state  iq  you  what^  in  his  opinion, 
oharaetarises  a  blockade.  I  have,  therefore,  to 
inform  you,  that  the  trade  of  a  neutral,  in  articles 
hot  contraband,  oannbt  be  r^ghtfully^obstroeted  to 
any  port  not  aetimUy  bloclmded  Yfj  a  force  so  dis- 
posed before  it.  as  to  create  an  evident  danger  of 
entering  it.  Whenewr,  therefor^,  you  shall  have  ' 
thus  formed  a  bloekiiide  of  the  port  of  Trinoli,  you 
will  have  a  right  to  prevent  any  viessel  trom  en* 
lering  it,  and  to  capture  for  adjudication  any  ves^ 
sel  that  shall  atteihpt  to  enter  the  same,  with  m 
knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  blocka4e.  You 
will,  however,  not  take  as  prize  any  Vessel  at- 
tempting to  enter  the  port  of  Tripoli  without  such 
knowled^ ;  but  ib  every  case  of  an  attempt  to 
enter,  without  a  previous  knowledge  of  the  ex- 
istence of  the  blockade,  you  will  give '  tl^e  com- 
manding officer  of  auch  vessel  notice  of  such 
blockade,  and  forewarn  him  from  enteripg ;  and 
if,  after  such  a  QOtification,  such  vessel  should 
again  attempt  to  enter  the  same  port,  you  will  be 
justifiable  in  sending  her  into  port  for  adjudica- 
tion. You  will,  sir,  hence  perceive,  that  yon  are 
to  consider  your  circular  communioatiou  to  the 
nenlraL  Powers,  not  as  an  evidence  that  every 
person  attempting  to  enter  has  previous  know- 
ledge of  the  blockade,  but  merely^  as  a.  friendly 
noufication  to  them  of  the  blockade,  in  order  that 
they  might  make  the  necessary  arrangemeuts  for 
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th«  discODiiDUHDce  of  all  eomiB«roe  with  snch 
blockaded  port.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^. 

ROBERT  SMITII. 


Bltncto— Mr.  Sniith.  to  Mr.  Pinluiey. 

NovBMftBR  2,  ISIO. 

With  the  duplrcaie  of  my  letter  to  yoa  of  the 
19ih  ultimo,,  I  now  send  to  you  a  copy  of  the 
President's  proclamation,  foanded  on  the  repeal 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  Enclosed  you 
will  alko  rcceiye  a  copy  of  ray  letter  to  General 
Armstrong  ^f  this  day,  which  will  afford  yon  a 
Tiew  of  the  reservations  a pd  nndefstaniling  under 
which  this  proclamation  has  been  imued. 

To  the  copy  of  the  proclamation,  herewith 
transmitted,  in  relation  to  West  Florida,  and  Xo 
my  letter  to  General  Armstrong,  touching  the 
same,  I  refer  you  for  information,  as  to  ihe  views 
of  this  Government  in  taking  possession  of  that 
country,  and  as  to  the  considerations  which  bad 
constrained  the  President,  i^t  this  juncture,  io  re- 
sort to  this  measure.  *  . 

Thjs  despatch  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  one 
of  the  officers  oi  the  United  States'  friffaie  Essex, 
who  will  have  orders  to  return  to  his  ship  as  soon 
as  he  shall  have  received  such  letters  as  you  may 
deem  it  necessary  to  transmit  to  this  Department 

Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 

London,  Moemfter  6, 1810. 

SiB :  I  have  presented  a  second  note,  of  which 
a  copy  is  enelosed,  to  Lord  Wellealey,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Orders  in  Council,  under  an  imprea- 
sion  that  the  state  of  the  King's  health  (for  whieh 
I  beg  to  refer  you  to:the  paper  herewith  transmit- 
ted) did  not  render  it  improper,  and  that,  if  it  was 
not  improper  on  that  account,  it  was  iadinpeasa- 
ble  on  every  other, 

The  day  had  gone  by  when  the,  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  were  to  cease  to  ojierate,  accord- 
ing to  the  communication  made  by  the  Qovera* 
ment  of  France  to  the  American  Minister  at 
Paris,  and  published  in  the  official  journal  of 
that  Government ;  and  yet  no  step  whatever  had 
been  taken,  or  apparently  tboueht  of,  tow'ards 
the  revocation  of  the  British  orders.  I  hajd  re- 
ceived  no  explanation  of  the  reasons  of  this  back- 
wardness, and.no  «uch  assurance,  looking  to  the 
future,  as  could  justi^  an  opinion  that  it  would 
not  continue.  Lord  Wellesley's  letter  of  the  31st 
of  August,  which  I  had  left  unanswered  till  after 
the  1st  of  November,  that  I  might  stand  on  ther 
strongest  possible  groiiod  when  I  did  answer  it, 
made  no  profession  of  being  a  present  ikieatare, 
and  (though,  from  obvious  motives,  I  have  iiot 
so  represented  it  in  my  note  to  him  of  the  3d  in- 
stant|)  ^as.  vague  and  equivocal  as  a  prospective 
pledge.  It  denned  nothing,  and  was  so  far  from 
warranting  any  specific  axpectation,  that  it  seem- 
ed rather  to  take  away  the  very  little  of  preeis* 
ion  which  belonged  to  former  declarations  on  the 
same  point.  It  was  highly  important  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  tnat  this  atebiguitv 
should  be  cleared  away,  Nvith  all  practicable  ex- 1 


pedition,  atid,  if  it  could  not  be  removed,  tint  m 
presumption  should  be  afforded  of  a  disposiiNi. 
on  the  part  of  thelJnited  States^  tb  acqaiesetii 
it.  My  note  to  Lord  Wellesley  was  writteaisi 
delivered  upon  those  indaceideols. 

In  the  King's  actual  situation,  the  Orders  i 
Council  ean-  scarcely  be  formally  recalled,  em 
iftheCabioet  are  so  ihciioed;  but  it  docs  m 
follow  thM  something  may  not  be  done  (tkon^ 
1  have  no  reason  to  think  that  anytbiag  will  bi 
done)  whieh  may  be  prodiietive  of  immediiK 
advantage,  and,  at  any  rate,  prepare  the  wsf  fa 
the  desired  repeal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dbe. 

WILLIAM  PINKNKT. 

P/S.  This  letter  is  written  in  great  faa-^e 
that  I  may  send  it  to  Liverpool  by  this  eresisp 
mail.      ,  .         ,  W.P. 

[Referred  to  in  Mrl  l^hikney's  despatch  of  Nor.  i] 

Mr  Pinkney  to  Lord  Wellesley. 

Great  CtutBERULNO  Place, 

'  NwitmberXm. 

Mt  Lonn^  In  my  note  of  the  25tb  AngH.! 
had  the  honor  to  state  to  your  Lordship  (bit! 
had  received,  from  the  Minister  PlenipoCeBUrj 
pf  the  UnitM  States  at  Paris,  a  letter,  dstd  t^ 
6th  of  that  mohth,  in  which  he  informed  oette 
he  had  received  from  the  Freach  Goreraaestt 
wriuen  and  official  notice  that  it  hadieraM 
the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  and  ibtiafu 
the  ist  of  November^  those  decrees  wooU  w 
to  have  any  effect  5  and  I  expressed  mfoii' 
dence  that  the  <revoeation  of  the  British  Oi^ee 
in  CouBcil  of  January  and  November,  1807,  u^ 
Aprils  1809,  and  of  all  other  orders  depeo^ 
upon,  analogous  to,  or  in  execution  df  tiia 
wonld  follow  of  course. 

Your  Lordship's  reply,  of  the  31st  of  Aajta: 
to  that  note;  refSeated  a  aeclaration  ot  tke  Bniea 
Minister  in  America,  made,  as  it  appears,  to  \» 
Qovernment  of  the  United  States  io  Febroti? 
1808,  x>f  ^'  His  Majesty's  earnest  desire  to  see  tit 
comoierce  of  the  world  restored  to  that  free^ss 
which  is  necessary  for  iu  prosperity,  and  ks 
readiness  to  abandon  the  vystem  which  hidfatf 
forced  upon  him,  whenever .  the  eaeoif  shoiis 
retract  thie  principles  which  had  rendered  k  b'' 
eessary;"  and  added  an  official  assanocct^ 
"whenever  the  repeal  of  the  French  deow* 
should  have  actuahy  taken  effect,  and  the  cot- 
merce  of  the  tieutral  nations  should  hare  beet 
restored  to  the  condition  in  which  it  stood  p 
viously  to  the  promulgation  of  those  decrees 
His  Majestv  would  feel  the  hiebest  satisfMtKff. 
in  relinquisning  a  system  whiiMi  ^he  cooduct  ^■ 
the  enemy  coihpelied  him  to  adopt." 

Without  departing  io  any  degrcefrom  oifu^ 
opinion,  that  the  Cfnited  States  had  1  rig^^^ 
expect,  upon  every  principle  of"  justice,  ibai»» 
prospective  revocation  of  the  French  decjee 
would  be  immediately  followed  by  at  least  a  m 
revocation  oftlie  orders  of  England,  I  i&tts||T 
mind  your  Lordship,  that.the  <lay  has  bow{»«^ 
when  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  MiltD  edje^ 
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I  eommonieated  to  your  Lordship  in  the  note 
M>7e*mentiened,  and  published  to  the  whole 
'orld  by  the  Government  of  Frtnce  in  the 
[QDitear  of  the  9th  of  September,  was,  by  the 
!rms  of  it  to  take  efiect  That  it  has  taken 
feet  cannot  be  doubted,  and  it  can  as  little  bfe 
oestioned  that,  according  to  the  repeated  pledges 
IreD  by  the  British  Qoverotnent  on  this  point, 
to  say  nothing  of  various  other  powerful  con- 
derations.)  the  prompt  relinquisnment  of  the 
(Stem  to  which  jonr  Lordship's  reply  to  my 
oteofthe  29lh  or  Aag:nst  alludes,  is  indisfien- 
ible. 

I  need  scarcely  mention  how  important  ft  is  to 
le  trade  of  the  United  States,  that  the  Govern- 
leot  of  Grteat  Britain  should  lose  no  time  in  dis* 
losiDg,  with  frankness  and  precision,  its  inten- 
ons  00  this  head.  Intelligence  of  the  French 
>peal  has  reached  Amefiea,  and  commercial  ex- 
editioDs  have.  doubtIesS|  been  founded  upon  it. 
r  will  have  Men  taken  for  granted*  that  the 
kitish  obstructions  to  those  expeditions,  having 
ios  lost  the  support,  which,  however,  insufficient 
1  itself,  was  the  only  one  that  could  ever  be 
laimed  for  them,  have  been  withchrawn*,  and 
tiat  the  seas  are  once  more  restored  to  i be  do- 
mioD  of  Jaw  and  pusttce. 

I  persuade  myself  that  this. confidence  will  be 
obsiaDtially  justified  by  the  event^  and  that  to 
tie  speedy  >reca  11  cjf  such  Orders  m  Council  91s 
rere  subsequent  in  date  to  the  decrees  of  France, 
HI!  be  added  the  annolmeot  of  the  antecedent 

rder,  to  which  my 
erticolarly  relates, 

m^uiDstances  which  invite  to  sucb  a  course, 
British  Goveraroent  shall  %ave  determiped  not 
D  remove  those  obstructions  with  all  practicable 
romptitude,  I  trust  that  my  Government  will  be 
pprized,  with  as  little  jdelay  as  possible,  of  a  de*- 
ermination  so  uoeitpecied,  and  of  sdch  vital  eon- 
em  to  its  rights  and  interests j|^  and  that  the  rea- 
OQs  upon  which  that  determination  may  have 
leeD  formed  will  not  be  withheld  from  it.* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^c. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 

Extraet  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Smith. 

LoNooN,  November  7,  IMO. 

1  enclose  a  duplicate  of  my  letter  of  the  5th 
Dstant,  in  which  was  transmitted  a  copy  of  my 
lote  to  Lord  Wellesley  of  the  3d,  concerning  the 
)rders  in  Council. 

I  have  little  more  to  say,  rn  addition  to  what 
s  contained  in  that  letter,  than  that  it  is  my  in- 
ention,  in  case  Lord  Wellesley  gives  me  an  un- 
arorable  ansa'er  to  it,  to  enter  at  large  into  the 
rhole  subject  Id  my  re]oin(ier;  and,  in  ease  he 
ielays  improperly  his  reply,  to  take  as  8th>rtg 
lotice  of  that  impropriety  as  I  can. 

As  soon  as  t^e  King  recovers,  I  mean  to  men- 
ion  again  the  subject  of  a  Minister  Plenipoten- 
ary  to  the  United  States,  (which  Lord  Welles- 
&y,  notwithstanding  his  written  and  verbal 
iledses,  seems  to  have  quite  forgotten,)  and  if 
atisfactory  assurances  are  not  renewed  and  acted 


upon,  to  aonounee  my  determination  to  return  to 
America^  and  to  leave  n  Charge  d' Affaires;  ia 
the  choice  of  whom,  however^  f  shall  have  con- 
aiderable  difficulty,  unless  you  should  furnish  me 
in  season  with  the  expected  Secretary  of  Lega- 
tion, r  presume  that,  in  taking  this  course,  I 
shall  fulfil  the  wishes  of  t^e  President,  and  1  can 
assure  you,' with  great  truth,  that  I  shall  consult 
by  it  my  own  incunations. 


Mr  Pinkni^  to  Mr.  Smith. 

LoMDON,'  November  14, 1810. 

Sia:  L  have  finally  determined  not  to  mention 
again  to  Lord  WellesUy  (as  I  had  thougbu  of 
doing)  the  subject  of  a  Plenipotentiary  successor 
to  Msw  Jackson.  I  think,  ^upon  fefiectioo,  (and 
shall  act  accordingly,)  that.  I  ought,  after  what 
has  passed,  toleave  him,  without  further  inquiry 
or  notice  on  my  jiart,  to  shape  bis  course  upon  it ;. 
and  that,  if  an  appointment  should  not  be  made 
as  soon  as  the  King's  health  (which  would  seem 
to  bA  improvin|r)  will  permit^  I  ought  at  once  to 
send  in  an  official  note.  annoUQcing  my  resolution 
io  return  to  America,  and  to  leave  some  suitable 
person  as  a  Charg6  d'Affaires. 

My  letter  of  the  23d  of  July  informed  you^  that, 
after  Lord  Wei lesley's  written  assurance  of  the 
22d  of  ^hai  nont>,  (which  was  in  conformity,  as 
far  as  it  went,  with  his  assurances  in  conversa- 
tion,) "  that  it  was  his  intention  immediately  to 
recommend  the  appointment  of  an  Elnyoy  Extra- 


struetioas  contaui«d  in  your  letter  of  the  23d  of 
May,  in  ceftaia  oircamstances,  prescribed. 
..  My  x)bintott  was,  that  whether  the  prospect, 
which  then  existed,  pf  bringing  to  a  conclusion 
the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake,  were  taken  into  the 
account  or  not,  it  was  my  obvious  doty  to  remain 
at  my  post,  most  irksome  as  it  waft  every  day  be- 
coming, until  it  should  inconlestably  appear  that 
those  assurances  were  not  to  be  relied  upon. 
Before  a  suPGLcient  time  had  elapsed  to  warraor 
harsh  a  conclusion,.!  received  from  Lord 


so 


Wellesley,  on  the  28ih  of  August,  a  further  casual 
intimation  (reported  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the 
29th  of  the  same  month)  that  his  recommenda- 
tion of  a  Minister  would,  as  he  believed,  be  made 
in  the  course  of  thAt  week  or  the  next.  • 

In  th«  meantime  the  repeal,  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
had  prodtfced  a  postureof  affairs  which,  whatever 
might  be  Lord  Wellesley's  forgetfulness  of  his 
own  declarations,  or  the  inattention. of  his  Govern- 
ment to  what  he  might  advise  in  consequence 
-  of  them,  rendered  my  stay  in  England  for  two 
or  three  months  longer  indispensable. 

In  fine,  the  effect  of  that  consideration  had  not 
ceased,  wheQ  tb«  illness  of  the  King  made  it  im« 
possible  that  I  should  depart. 

Upon  the  King^s  recovery,  I  shall  have  every 
motive  for  bringing  this  matter  to  an  issue,  and 
none  for  the  least  hesitation  or  reserve  upon  it. 
Several  months  will  have  been  allowOd  tor  the 
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performance  of  an  act  which  ipighi  have  Wen 
eompleted  in  as  many  Weeks. 

I  shall  have  done  cFerything  in  my  power  on 
the  subjects  connected  with  the  invocation  of  the 
French  edicts.  And  the  British  Qovemment 
i^ill  be  in  a  situation  to  admit  of  socb  proceed- 


ings on  its  own  part,  and  on  minei,  as  the  occasion   righu  of  our  country,  I  shall  very  soon  t^ 


wUl  require. 

From  Lord  Wellesley^s  intimation  td  me  on 
the  28th  of  August,  (mentioDed  above,)  it  is  per- 
fectly clear  that  he  had  not  then  executed  the 
intention  so  positively  announced  in  his  note  of 
the  22d  of  July.  Five  or  six  weeks  liad  passed, 
and  that  which  he  had  both  said  and  written  be 
meant,  to  do  immediately,  he  was  not  yet  siire 
that  he  meant  to  do  within  another  fort^iighc. 
The  presumption  seems,  nevertheless,  to  be  quite 
unnatural,  that  Lord  Wellesley  continued,  up  lo 
the  commencement  6f  the  King's  malady,  to  be 
negligent  of  a  pledge,  which  he  chose  to  rest  oof 
.merely  on  his  official  but  hispenonal-character'— 
a  pledge,  of  which  be  knew  I  could  neither  que«> 
lion  the  sufficiency  nor  doubt  the  sincerity,  and 
by  which,  as'  he  also  knew,  my  conduct  on  an 
extremely  delicate  point  of  duty  was  wholly  de- 
termined. 

6n  the  other  hand,  if  Lord  Weliesley  has  been 
mindful  of  his  pledge,  and  ha$  recommended  n 
Minister  in  compliance  with  it,  how  hae  it  hap- 
pened (how  can  it  have  happened)  that  this  re- 
commendation has  not  been  followed  by  tn  ap- 
pointment? 

In  the  midst  of  all  this,  doubt,  which  Lord 
Weliesley  might  dissipate  if  he  pleased,  fay  an  ex- 
planation apparently  necessary  forhts  own  sake, 
there  \t^  I  believe,  no  uncertainty  as  to  the  course 
which,  in  the  actual  state  cff  m^  instruetionti  (or 
on  the  score  of  general  propriety,)  I  ought  to 
pursue;  especially  as  I  must  infer  fromyour 
silence  sinee  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Morier  at  Wash- 
ington, (if  I  had  no  other  reason  for  that  infer- 
ence,) that  no  such  communication  was  made, 
either  by  or  through  that  gentlei^an  to  you.  as 
ought,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Preeldent,  to  have 
anv  influence  upon  my  conduct  on  this  occasion. 

I  havie  the  honor  to  be,  ^c 

WILLIAM  PIPTKNBY. 

..  P.  S,  November  15.  Iliear  nothing  from  Lord 
Weliesley,  and  not  much  from  Any  other  qnacier, 
concerning  the  Orders  in  Cpuhcu.  I  have  not 
lately  sought  any  interview  with  him  on  thai  or 
any  other  occasion.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to 
look  back  upon  the  past,  and  to  place  much  value, 
upon  conferences. 

I  am  particularly  anxious  to  get  from  Lord 
Weliesley,  in  case  the  British  Government  per-* 
sists  in  declining  to  repeal  the  orders,  a  distmct 
statement  in  writing  of  the  motives  of  its  con- 
ductk 

Thus  far  I  have  uken  for  granted  the  manifest 
and  incontrovertible  justice  of  our  expeetatioQa; 
believing  that  there  could,  in  the  first  instance, 
be  no  sufficient  inducement  for  anticipating  dif- 
ficulties and  objections  in  so  plain  a  case; 
that,  if  any  existed,  they,  ought  to  be,  and  would 


be,  avowed;  and  that,  when  nvcwed,  I  eo^ 
meet  them  with  more  ad  vantage  than  while  ;i^ 
were  only  conjectured.  ShouA,  bowev^.  1 1^ 
dioos  ambiguity  continue  to  be  preserved  oti 
subject,  which  now  touches  more  neatl?  tk 
ever  (in  my  opinion  vitally)  the  character  ui 


myself  called  upon  to  suppose  /oc  this  Gorea- 
ment  reasons  which  it  will  not  declare,  sAdk 
exaniine  them  with  fulness  and  freedom  io  i 
let  ter  to  Lord  Weliesley.  It  is  imnecessary.  io;^ 
mean -time,  to  trouble  you  with  tke  view  whsi 
that  letter  will  contain.  I  have  not  Isteljs- 
ceired  anything  ftom  France  which  enaUeiBe 
to  put  the. repeal  of  the, French  decrees  ia; 
stronger .  light  than  could  otheneise  be  doK. 
Mr.  Kuaseirnas  written  me  two  letters;  tke&s 
dated  the  d6th  of  September,  and  received  on  tb 
3d  of.  October  ;ahe  other  dated  the  lOth  of  Oe> 
bee,  atid  received  the  13th  of  November.  Tk 
laat  enclosed  a  letter  to  me  from  Qenenl  Aro- 
atf  ong  of  the  29th  of  September*  He  had  wnfls 
me  a.  ehort  note  from  Pari?,  dated  lA^e  U(^  a 
Sep^mber,  (but  not  received  till  longafierwsr&l 
which  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  French  Miiuisn 
lettei  to  him  of  the  t^th  of  that  0)onih,tMf 
received  from  Mr.  Russell  in  his  letter  ofikt 
26th  of  September: 

Such  use  as  could  be  made,  of  these  differes 
oommunicatious  I  have  made.  Of  course  it  e«i£ 
be  Tcry  little.  A  AkmUeur  of  the  9th  o^  Sffc 
tember^  containing  the  Dukeof  Gadore'slefierof 
the  5th  of  Augiist  ta  General  AtmstrDOg,(vkiek 
I  got  through  a  pcivate  channel^  is  mocli  son 
likely  to  be  of  service  (if  iiay thing  can  be  of  tei- 
vice)  here,  where  that  journal  is  considered  t 
equivalent  to  the  London  Gazette ;  and  I  btf! 
accordingly  referred  to  it  in  my  note  to  \M 
Weliesley  of  the  3d  instant. 


Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

DtePAUTMENT  or  StATS, 

November  15,  ISia 
8iB :  From  a  review  of  the  condoct  of  w. 
British  Government  in  relation  to  a  PleDipoi» 
tiary  successor  to  Mr.  Jackson,  as  presented  n 
your  several  communications,  indndinf  em 
those  brought  by  the  Hornet,  at  which  dstess^ 
on  which  mviting  occasion  the  subject  does  Mi 
appear  to  have  been  within  the  attentioD  of  (^ 
Government,  the  President  thinks  it  ioprsp^ 
that  the  United  States  should  continue  to  be  op- 
resented  at  London  by  a  Minister  PlentpoieatiuT 
)n  case,  therefore,  no  appointment  of  a  sQ^^^ 
to  Mr.  Jfackaon  of  thiu  giiade  should  liare  \xb& 
place  at  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  yon  vill  e^ 
sider  your  functions  as  suspendeu,  aad  ]roo  wu 
accordingly  take  your  leave  of  amtMt^  cbargi^ 
a  fit  person  with  the  afiairs  of  the  Legation. 
.  Considering  the  season  at  which  this  iQstrt^ 
tioQ  may  have  its  effect,  and  the  possibilitr  n  ^ 
satisfactory  change  in  the  posture  of  oar  reltw 
with  Great  Britain,  the  time  of  your  return  ^ 
the  United  States  is  left  to  your  discretion  ^ 
convenience.    I  have  the  honor,  dtc. 
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xtmct  of  a  UMim  from  Mr;  ^inknej  to  the  Beerettiy 

of  Bute. 

London,  Nw.  Id,  1810. 
My  third  letter  to  Lord  Welles^er  concernibg 
le  French  decrees  aad  the  Brithiii  Orders  in 
oaocij.  win  be  presented  much  sooner  than  I 
id  at  first  intended.  I  shall,  I  think,  present  it 
1  B  few  days.  Upon  the  other  stibject  of  my 
Iter  to  you  of  the  14th  instant,  I  need  not  -add 
lytbing  to  what  is  there  said  upon  it.   > 


ititct  of  a  letter  from  M'*  Pinkney  to  tbe.Seewtafy 

of  flute. 

LoNliON,  NiJfv.  21, 1810. 
Ad  American  yeaael  (the  Fox)  has,  within  a 
iw  days  mut,  be«a  brought  into  Plymodth  as 
rize  to  a  fcfof 'a  ship  (th^  Amethysl)  for  ao-im* 
ited  attempt  to  |^v  to  Cherbourg,  in  F»aoc%,  In 
iolation  of  the  an  repeated  British  ordevs*  I  have 
iqnested  that  tjie  ease  'may  beTepreaentttd  in- 
roper  form  to  me,  and  .1  mean  to  use  it  as  the 
ill  ground  for  mjr  iolmided  letter  to  Lord  Wei- 
sley. 


iM*iM 


Ktrtet  of  a  letter  from  Wiitiatt  P|nkiiey,/flM|.,  Wh^ 
liter  Plenipotantiaiy  of  Ae  UnHad  SUtea  ito  Lon- 
don, to  the  Beoraury  of  Stote. 

LoNOQNj  Dec,  14)  1810. 
On  the  4th  instant  I  received  from  Lord  Wel- 
sley  a  note^of  which  a  copy  (marked  No.  1)  is 
iclosedjirespecting  the  repeal  of  the  French  de- 
'ees.  The  conference  to  which  it  inrited  me 
K)k  place  on  the  5th ;  and  in  the  course  of  it  I 
rplained  to  him  at  consideraUe  length  my  riew 
r  that  snbject,  and  of  the  points  immediately 
Minected  with  it.  Lord  Welletilej  beard  me  in 
is  usual  mapner,  but  confined  himself  to  such 
enerai  remarks  and  professions  as  I  need  not  re- 
nt  to  you.  He  proposed  that  our  conference 
ioold  lie  renewed  en  the  7th,  and  engaged  in  the 
tcan  time  to  report  to  his  colleagues  what  I  had 
rid)  and  at  our  next  interview  to  make  me  ae- 
BBinted  with  the  result. 

He  introduced,  of  his  own  accord,  the  twoaob- 
cts  of  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  and  the  Ches- 
)«iltc.  .-        . 

On  the  fir«t,  be  professed  to  entertatn  the  same 
Imposition  and  intention  a^  heretofore,  and  de* 
SKd  that  the  delay  which  had  taken  place 
'ose  altogether  from  some  obstacles  of  a  personal 
|tttre  to  obtaining  the  services  of  the  person 
horn  he  parttcntarly  wished  to  send  to  America ; 
itt  he  hoped  these  obstacles  would  soon  be  re- 
O'^ed ;  that  fafe  had  another  person  in  view  if  it 
toald  be  otherwise ;  that  he  had  not  supposed 
At  delay  could  be  considered  as  of  any  moment 
r  my  Government,  after  the  assurance  contained 
his  note  to  me  in  Joly  last ;  that  these  tempo- 
fy  inequalities  Were  common,  and,  when  not 
cant  to  be  offensive,  were  never  held  to  be 

On  the  second,  be  informed  me  that  he  had  not 
lit  me  a  paper  which  he  had  prepared  upon  it, 
icause  he  thought  it  would  be  well  that  the  new 
imister  should  carry  out  the  adtjustm^nt,  and, 


consequently,  that  It  diould  bepostponed  until  he 
was  appointed.  He  repeated  Ihat^we  should  have 
no  dimculties  upon-  it.  I  fftve  you  these  verbal 
explanations  a^  I  received  them. 

On  the  6th  instant  I  received  from  Lord  W8l« 
lesley  another  note,  of  which  a  copy  (marked 
No.  2)  is  et^closed.  reqnestitig  me  to  recapitulate 
in  WTitinjp  my  Veroal  communication  of  the  $tfa. 
With  this  request  I  complied,  tts  you  will  per- 
ceive by  the  enclosed  copy  (oiarked  No.  3)  of  my 
letter  to  him  of  the  10th.  *  - 

I  could  have  no  motive  for  going  to  him  on  the 
7th,  add  had  therefore  no  Interview  with  him  on ' 
that  day* 

As  the  case  of  the  Pox  was  rather  pressing, 
and  I  was  not  sure  that  I  could  jirepare  my  letter 
on  the  general  subject  in  season,  I  sent  in  a  sep- 
arate note  upon  it  on  the  8th.  A  copy  of  that 
note  (marked  No.  4)  is  enclosed.  I  have  no  re- 
ply to  it,  and  did  not  expect  one  *,  but  I  understand 
that  the  cause  has  been,  and  will  be,  postponed. 

A  newspaper' copy  or  the  President^  proclama' 
tion  of  the  2d  of  November  arrived  in  London  on 
the  11th  iilstant,  and  produced  a  good  deal  of 
fcnsation.  It  gave  me  pleasure  to  find  my  letter 
to  Lord  Wellesley  so  supported.  1  hope  soon  to 
receive  an  official  communication  of  it. 

What  will  be  done  here  on  the  afiair  of  the 
Orders  in  Council^  ^.,  I  cannot  yet  say.  The 
general  impression  seems  to  be  that  they  will  do 
nothing.  My  letter  to  Lord  Wellesiev  was  writ^ 
ten  (as  my  verbal  comtqunication  haa  been  giv- 
en) under  a  persuasion  that  they  will  do  nothing 
if  they  can  help  it.  A  very  firm  tone  ought  now ' 
to  be  assumed  with  this  Government. 


No.  1. 


FoRBtGn  Ofi^ice,  Bee.  4, 1810. 
Sir:  After  the  most  accurate  inquiry.  I  have 
not  be^n  able  to  obtain  any  authentic  intelligence 
of  the  actual  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  yo 
which  your  notes  of  the  25th  of  August  and  3d 
of  November  refers  or  of  the  restoration  of  the 
commerce  of  neutral  nations  to  the  condition  in 
which  it  stood  previously  to  the  promulgation  ef 
those  decrees. 

If  you  should  be  in  possession  of  any  such  in- 
formation. I  should  be  happy  to  receive  it  from 
Jou,  and  toi*  that  purpose  t  request  to  have  the 
onor  of  a  conference  with  you  at  this  office  to- 
morrow, at  two  o'clock. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be«  dbc. 

WELLESLEY. 

WiC.  PlHKNBY,  Esq. 


No.  2. 
FoBttcm  OmcB,  Dec  6, 1810. 
Sir  :  The  importance  of  the  verbal  comnorani- 
catioa  which  I  nad  the  honor  of  receiving  from 
you  yesterday  induces  me  to  request  that  yoo 
will  nave  the  goodness  to  commit  the  subatance 
of  it  to  writing  at  the  earliest  time  which  may 
snit  youi^  eonrenience. 
As  soon  as  I  ahall  have  recdved  aueh  a  written 
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sti^teuient  from  you,  I  shall  be  aBxious  to  return 
an  official  reply  in  the  same  form. 

Under  these  tircumstances,  it  may,  perhaps,  be 
unnecessary  that  yon  should  take  the  trouble  of 
callinff  at  this  office  to-morrow. 

If,  however,  you  should  be  desirous  of  seeing 
me,  I  shall  hare  the  honor  of  reeeiring  you  be- 
tween two  and  three  o'clock.  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^, 

WELLESLSY, 

Wm.  PlNKNCVjEsq. 


to 


No.  4. 
Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Wellesley. 

Ga£AT  CUMBSBLANO  Pla^B. 

December  8, 1810. 

My  Loitn ;  I  have  the  honor  to  represent 
you  that  an  American  vessel,  (the  Fox,)  pro 
ceeding  with  an  American  cargo,  frofn  a  port  of 
the  United  States  to  Cherbourg,  in  Franceyin  the 
confidence  thaf  the  repeal  of  the  debrees  of  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  had,  in  conformity  with  repeated 
pledges  and  the  obvious  demands  of  justice,  been 
toilowed  by  the  revocation  of  the  British  Orders 
in  Council,  has  been  cantured  since  the  first  of 
last  months  by  an  Englisn  frigate,  for  an  alleged 
breach  of  these  orders,  and  brought  into  Ply- 
mouth, and  since  proceeded  against  in  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty  as  {^rize  of  war. 

It  is  my  da ty  to  require  that  this  vessel  and 
her  cargo  may  be  restored  as  speedily  as  possible 
tp  their  rightful  owner,  that  she  may  be  left  at 
full  liberty  to  resume  the  lawful  voyage  in  which 
she  was  engaged,  and  that  effectual  measures 
may  be  adopteo,  with  as  little  delay  as  circum- 
stances will  permit,  for  the  prevention  of  similar 
interruptions  in  future. 

*  I  understand  that  the  captors,  in  this  case,  are 
likelv  to  be  urgent  for  condemnation }  and  that 
the  Orders  in  Council  will,  if  unrepealed,  be  con- 
sidered by  the  court  as  imposing  upon  it  a  neces- 
sity to  pronounce  such  a  sentence.  I  am  farther 
.informed  that  the  cause  may  be  heard,  if  the  cap- 
tors press  it,  on,  or  very  soon  after,  Tuesday  next. 
I  trust,  however,  that  the  necessary  steps  will  be 
taken  by  the  British  Government  for  preventing' 
the  signal  injustice  and  the  many  embarrass- 
ments that  could  not  fail  to  result  from  such  an 
adjudication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 


Ypor  Lordship  need  not  be  told  that  1  sbnll 
be  happy  to  offer,  at  a  much  earlier  mooot 
every  explanath>n  in  my  power  oq  mattenaf 
such  high  concern  to  the  rights  and  commemtf 
my  country,  and  the  future'  cbaraetet  of  its  ^ 
eign  relations^  if  I  had  beep  made  toondemui 
that  explanation  was  desired. 

My  written  communications  of  Aogastaii 
November  were  concise,  but  they  were  do;  » 
tended  to  be  insufficient.  They  furnished  en- 
dence  which  I  thought  conclusive,  and  abstiifi!^ 
from  labored  commentary,  because  I  deetud  i 
superflnous.  I  had  taken  up  an  opinion,  wbidl 
abandoned  reluctantly  and  late,  tnat  tbeBnt^i 
Government  would  be  eager  to  fellow  tbeexa-l 
pleol  Prance  in  recalling,  as  it  bad  professrits 
do  in  promulgating,  that  extraordinary  srstme^ 
mfiritime  annoyance  which,  in  1807, presented:' 
neutral  trade  in  almost  all  its  directions  tkebo^ 
less  alternative  of  inaetiirity  or  cocfittidoa; 
which  considered  it  as  a  subject  to  be  refaltfei 
like  the  trade  of  the  United  KingdoBL  bj  t:: 
statutes  of  the  British  Parliament ;  and  oadeitoa 
to  bend  and  fashion  it  by  every  variety  of  eIp^ 
dienit  to  all  the  purposes,  and  even  the  caprice  sf 
Great  Bri^in*  i  had  no  idea  that  the  reiuai 
of  that  aystem,  productive  of  no  cooceirabkii- 
vantage  to  England,  and  deservedly  odioas,f;!: 
its  theory  and  destructive  effects  to  athers,  e«u 
survive  the  public  decUratlon  of  France (bait^ 
edicts  of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  reroM.  h- 
structed  at  length,  by  your  Lordship's  coiuiiKii 
silence,  and  alarmed  for  the  property  of  ay  f«i* 
low-citizens,  now  more  than  ever  exposed, ^» 
erroneous  confidence,  to  the  ruinous  operatioaof 
the  British  orders,  I  was  preparing  tosapportaj 
;  general  representations  by  detailed  remoDsuucf 
when  I  received  the  honor  of  your  note  of  tkete 
instant.  In  the  conference  which  ensued, I  tm 
bled  your  Lordship  with  a  verbal  eommoiua* 
tion,  of  which  the  following  is  nearly  the  ^ 
stance : 

The  doubts  which  appear  to  stand  in  the  vv 
of  the  recall  of  the  British  Orders  in  Cooscn 

i under  which  denomination  I  include  certtios* 
ers  of  blockade  of  a  kindred  principle  and  spint- 
must  refer  to  the  manner,  or  the  terois,  or » 
praclical  effect  of  the  alleged  repeal  of  the  decito 
of  France. 

That  the  manner  of  the  proceeding  is*^ 
factory  to  the  British  Govemmeot  ciqom  » 
questioned ;  sinee  it  is  precisely  that  in  ^ 
iu  owB  Bttneroos  orders  for  establishing,  ^ 
fving,  or  removing  blockades,  and  other  mi^^^ 
ODstructions^  are  usually  priodained  to  Deitf*- 
States  and  merchants. 

The  French.repeal  was  officially  notified  oatbe 
5th  of  August,  to  the  Minister  Plenipoteotiirr  ^ 


No.  3. 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkney  to  Lord  Wellesley. 

Great  Cumbbblamd  Place, 

Decembtr  10, 1810.     . o-^-, r      .  ^^ 

Mt  Lor©  :    In  compliance  with  the  request  |  the  United  Staler  at  Paris,  by  ihc^  ^^^^^ 

contained  rn  jrour  note  of  the  6th  Instant,  1  pro-    *  '     "    «     •      •  «•  •         »  ^   ^  .l.  l *• 

ceed  to  recapitulate  in  |)iis  letter,  (with  some  va* 
rtations.  however,)  the  stalemeniK  and  remarks 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  in  our  cooferenoe 
of  the  5th,  respecting  the  revocation  of  the  French 
decrees,  as  connected  with  a  change  of  system 
here,  on  the  subject  of  neutral  rights. 


ister  for  Foreign  Affiiirs,  as  I  had  the  honor  tdi^ 
form  your  Lordshio  in  my  letter  of  the  25tli  w^ 
same  month,  whicn  not  onlv  gave  the  import,  o|^' 
(as  the  enclosed  copy  will  show)  adopted  t>< 
words  of  General  Armstrong's  atatement  to  oe^- 
the  tenor  and  efiect  of  that  notice.  , 

Oo  the  9ih  of  August  the  notification  to  Gea^ 


1213 


APPENDIX. 


1214 


im^'m^  I 


MdaiioM  wUh  Chreai  Britain. 


KtmtiToog  wms  pobliahed  ia  tbe  Monitear,  the 
ifficial  journsl  at  the^Frencb  GeTernment,  as  the 
ict  of  tbat  GtoveiHineat ;  aod  thus  became  a  for- 
oal  dechuration,  and  a  public  pledge  to  all  wbo 
lad  BD  interest  in  the  matter  of  it. 

Ic  would  be  a  waate  of  time-  to  particularise 
he  Dumerous  iiistaoces  of  analogous  practice  io 
Soglaod,  by  which  this  course  is  couDtenanced ; 
Hit  a  recent  sample  happeua  to.be  before  me, 
md  may  therefore  be  mentioaed.  The  partial 
ecall,  or  modification  of  the  English  blockade  of 
he  ports  and  places  of  Spajn  from  Gijon-  to  the' 
Prench  territory,  (itself  known  to  my  Qravetn- 
nent  onlj  throQffh  a  circular  notification  to  me,' 
■Mited  aner wards  in  the  London  Qaaette,)  was 
leclared  to  the  American  and  other  Qovernmeots 
0  exactly  the  same  mode. 

I  tbiok  it  demonstrable  that  tbe  terms  hi  which 
he  French  revocation  was  announced  are  just  as 
Vee  from  well -founds  objection  as  tbe  manner. 

Your  Lordship's  vieiy  of  them  is  enttreiy/ un- 
coown  to  me;  but  I  |im  not  ignorant  tbat  there 
ire  those  in  thi'»  countf  y  who,  prpfosstng  to  ha?e 
izamioed  them  with  care,  and  having  certainly 
examined  them  wUh  jealousy,' maintain  that  the 
'erocaiion,  on  the  Ist  of  Noyemberi,' was  made  to 
lepend,  by  (he.  obvioiia  ^meaning  of  those  terms, 
upon  a  condition  precedent  which  has  not  .been 
ulfiUed,  oamelyj.the  revocation  by  Great  Britain 
»f  her  Orders  in  Council,  including  such  block- 
id  ing  orders  as  F  ranee  complains  of  as  ill^ai. 

If  this  were  .even  a$imitted  to  be  so.  I  am*  yet 
0  learn  upon  what  grounds  of  .justice  tne  British 
joveroment  could  decline  to  meet,  by  a  similar 
tct  on  its  part,  an  advance,  thus  made  to  ii  by  its 
tdrerrary  in  the  fade  of  the  world,  towards  a  co-. 
operation  in  the  great  work  of  .restcnrihg  the  lib- 
»ty  of  tbe  Ocean-;,  so  far.  at  ieast,  as  respects  the 
3rders  in  Council  of  1S07  and  1809,  and  sitch 
blockades  as  lesembie  them.  It  is  not  necessary, 
lowever,  to  take  this  view  of  the  question ;  for 
•he  French  revocation  turns  on  no  condition  pre- 
»dent,  is  absolute,  precise,  nnd  unequivocaL 

What  con^mction  of  the  document  which  de- 
clares tbat  revoicatioq  might  be  made  b]r  detei- 
nioed  suspicion  and  distrust,  I  have  no  wish  and 
m  Qot  bound  to  inquire.  Such  interpreters  would 
u>t  be  satisfied  hy  any  form  of  words,  and  would 
)e  likely  to  draw  the-sume  conclusion  from  per* 
iect  ezplicitness  and  studied  obscurity.  It  is 
^ough  for  me  that  the  fair,  and  natural,  .and  ne- 
!essary  import  of  the  paper,  affords  no  color  for 
he  iaterpretation  I  am  about  to  examine. 

The  French  declaration  [^  that  the  decrees  of 
Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked,  and  tbat,  from  tbe 
•St  of  November  they  will  cease  to  have  any 
iffect,''  is  precision  itself.  But  they  are  followed 
)y  these  words;  ^Bien  enjtendu  qu'en  con96> 
IQence  de  cette  d6claralion  les  Anglais  r6voqi|er- 
»Dt  leurs  arrets  du  conseil,  et  renoncerotU  aux 
lOQveauz  prittcipes  de  blocus  qu'iis  ont  voalu 
itablir,  ou  bien  que  les  Etats  Unis,  canfomUmeni 
'^ade.qtte  vous  venez- commaniquer^  feront  re- 
pecter  leurs  droits  par  les  Anglais." 

If  these  words  state  any  condition  they  state 
wo ;  the  first  depending  upon  Great  Britain,  the 


last,  upon  the  Uniied  States;  and  as  they  are 
put  in  the  disjunctive,  it  would  be  extravagant  to 
hold  that  the  aon-performaiice  of  one  of  them  is 
equivalent  to  the  non-perforaiance  of  both.  I 
shall  take  for  .granted,  therefore,  tb&t  the  argu- 
ment against  my  construction  of  the  Duke  of 
Cadore's  letter  must  be  moulded  into  a  new  form. 
U  must  deal  witb  two  conditions  instead  of  one, 
and  considering  them  equally  as  concfitions  pre- 
cedent to  be  performed  (disjunctively)  before  the 
day  limited  for  the  operative  commencement  of 
the  French  repeal,  must  maintain  that,  if  neither 
of  them  should  be  performed  before  that  day,  the 
decrees  were  not  to  be  revoked;  and,  conse- 
quently, tbat,  as  neither  of  them  has  been  so  pef- 
formed,  the  decrees  are  still  in  force. 

If  this  hypothesis  of  previous  conditions,  thiis  . 
reduced  to  the  only  shape  it  can  assume,  be 
proved  to  be  unsound^  my  construction  is  at  once 
established ;  since  it  is  only  upon  that  hypothesis 
that  any  doubt  can  be  raised,  against  the  exact 
and  pei^spicuoqs  assurance  that  the  decrees  were 
l|otually  repealed,  and  that  the  repeal  would  be- 
come effectual  on  the  1st  of  November.  This 
hypothesis  is  proved  to  ^  unsound,  by  the  fol^ 
lowing  consideratijDn : 

It  has  clearly  no  foundation  in  the  phraseology 
of  the  paper,  which  does  not  contain  a  syllable 
to  put  any  condition  before  the  repeal.  The  re- 
peal is  represented  a3  a  step  already  taken,  to 
have  effect  on  a  day  specified«  '  Certain  coose- 
otMnces  are,  indeed,  declared  to  be  expected  from 
this  procee^iojg ;  but  no  day  is  given,  either  ex- 
pressly or  by  implication,  within  which  they  are 
to  bappep«  It  is  not  said,  ^'  bien  entendu  que  les 
AnffUis  zutfmt  r^voqu^"  dbc.  but  '<  que  les  An- 
glais r^voqueront,"  dbc.  indefinitely  as  to  time. 

The  notion  of  conditions  precedent  is/  there- 
foit^,  to  «ay  the.  least  of  it,  perfectly  gratuitous. 
Btit  it  is  abo  absurd.  It  drives  us  to  the  conclo 
sioD,  that  a  palpable  and  notorious  impo0sibility 
was  intended  to  be  prescribed  as  a  condition,  in  a 
paper  which  they^  who  think  it  was  meant  to  de- 
ceive, must  admit  was  meant  to  be  plausible. 

It  was  a  palpable  and.  notorious  impossibility^ 
that  , the  United- States  should,  before  the  Ist 
of  November,  execute  any  condition,  no  matter 
what  the  nature  of  it,  the  perfc^m^ance  of  which 
was  to  follow  the  ascertained  failure  of  a  condi- 
tion to  be  executed  hy  Great  Britain  ki  any  time 
before  the  same  1st  of  November.  That  the 
ad  expected  from  the  United  States  was  to  be 
consequent  upon  the  failure  of  the  other,  is  ap- 
parent. .  It  is  also  apparent,  .that 'upon  any  inter- 
pretation which  would  malte  the  act  of  Great 
Britain  a,  condition,  precedent  to  the  French  re** 
peal,  and  consequently,  precedent  to  the  1st  No- 
vember, (when  the  repeal  was,  if  ever,  td  take 
efifect,)  tMt  condition  could  not  Be  said  to  have 
fiitiled  before  the  whole  period,  from  the  5ib  of 
August  to  the  1st  of  November,  had  elapsed.  But 
if  Great  Britain  had  the  whole  time  within  which 
to  elect  the  course  which  she  would  pursue,  what 
opportunity  would  be  left  to  the  United  States, 
(equally  bound,  upon  this  idea  of  conditions  pre- 
cedent, to  act  their  part  within  the  same  period,) 
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to  become  acquainted  with  that  eleetioo,  and  to 
decfde  apon  and  take  their  own  course  in  conse- 
qveace;  to  say  nothing  of  the  transmission  of 
such  intelilgence  of  it  to  Europe,  a9  woald  be  in- 
dispensable to  the  efficacy  of  the  conditional  revo* 
eation? 

This  general  view  would  alone  be  sufficient  to 
discredit  the  arbitrary  construction  under  consid- 
eratitMi.  But  it  will  be  ipbre  completely  exposed 
b?  an. explanation  of  tjie  nature  of  the  act^  which 
tne  latter  prpfesses  to  expect  from  th^  United 
'States,  in  case  Great  Britain  should  omit  to  re- 
Yoke»  This  act  is  the  ret  t  vai  of  the  noo^iuterconrse 
law  aeakist  England,  France  remaining  exempt 
from  It,  as  well  as  Iro'm  the  prorisions  of  the  sub- 
sequent law,'Conunoniy  called  the  non'^interteurse 
act.  Now,  if- it  is  tck)  plain,  upon  the /acre  of  the 
last  mentioned  law  (to  which  the  letter  expressly 
reftrs)  to  escape  the  most  negligent  and  unskiifttl 
obserrer,  that  this  revival  could  not,  by  any  in- 
dusiry  or  chance«  be  accomplished  before  the 
tune  fixed  for  the  cessatitin  of  the  French  decrees, 
or  even  for  a  con^derable  time  afterwards,  it 
certainty, cannot  be  allowable  to  assume^  that  the 
revival  was  required  by  the  letter  (whatever  was 
the  object  of  the  writer  or  his  Qovernment)  to 
precede  the  cession.  And  if  this  was  not  required, 
It  is  incontrovertible  that  the  cessation  would,  by 
the  terms  of  the  letter,  take  place  on  the  appoint- 
ed  day.  whether  any  of  the  events  disjunctively 
specified  iiad  intervened  or  not. 

The  first  step  towards  a  revival  of  the  non-in* 
tereourse  against  England  would  be  the  procla* 
nation  of  the  President  that  France  had  so  re- 
voked or  modified  her  edicts,  a^i  that  ihey  ceased 
to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  Gutted 
Slates.  But  the  letter  of  Monsieur  Champagnv  left 
the  decrees  as  it  found  them  up  to  the  first  of  No- 
vember, and,  consequently,  up  to  that  day  it  could 
not,  for  anything  contaioed  in  th|it  letter,  be  said 
that  the  rijfhts  of  American  commerce  were  Uo 
longer  infringed  by  them.  A^prbspectrve  proe* 
lamation,  that  they  would  cease  to  violate  those 
rights,  might,  perhapi,  be  issued ;  but  it  eould 
si^arcely  have  any  subetanieial  opention,  eiiher  in 
favor  of  Frauce  or  tio  the  prejudice  of  England, 
until  the  epoch  to  which  it  locked  bad  arrived* 

Let  it  be  admitted,  however,  that  all  pbvsieai 
and  legal  obstacles  t&the  issuing,"  before  tne  let 
of  November,  of  a  proclamation,  .to  take  efieet 
immediately,  were  oat  of  the  way ;  how  would 
such  a^roceeding  futfll,  of  itself,  the  expeetatiou 
that  the  United  States  woald,  before  the  l$t  'of 
November,  ^^  cause  their  rights  to  be  respected  by 
tke  English,"  in  the  mode  pointed  out  in  the  let- 
ter, namely,  by  the  enforeement  of  the  non-intei^ 
course  law  ?  The  proclamation  would  work  no 
direet  or  immediate  eonsequenoe against  England^ 
Three  months  from  its  date  must  pass  away  be* 
fore  the  non-intercourse  law  could  revive  agatnst 
her:  and  when  it  did  so,  the  revival  would  not 
be  the  efled  of  the  proclamation,  but  of  the  cpn- 
liuued  adhereiKse  of  Englatnd  to  her  obnoxious 
system.  Thus,  even  if  k  proclamation,  efl*tictual 
^om  its  date,  had  been  issued  by  the  President 
on  the  day  wnea  the  Fien$h  declaration  of  repeal 
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•a^ie  to  the  haodrof  the  Anaeriean  Miaiaua 
Paris,  tl|e  intercourse  between  tbe'Uaited  Stae 
and  Great  Britain  would,  on  the  1st  of  Noveahr, 
have  remained  in  the  same  coaditiou  in  wkieic 
was  found  in  August.  As  all  -this  was  wefi  » 
derstood  by  the  Goverament  cf  Ftance,  tk  ea- 
elusion  is,  thai  its  Minister,  firofesuDg  too  n 
have  the  American  lam  before,  him,  and  lo  expct 
only  what  was  coaforaEable  with  that  Uw,  k 
not  intend  to  leqaire  the  revival  of  the  wa^j» 
course  against  England  as  a  coaditiott  to  befB^ 
formed  before  the  1st  <^November. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  as  introdiietorT  s 
Another  view  of  this  subject,  that  eves  ikcf 
who  conclude  that  the  repeal  of  the  Fnukit 
creee  has  failed,  are  not  backward  to  ascribe  k 
the  French  declaration  a- purpose  utlerlf  tseoi- 
sistent  with  that  conclusion.  They  snppose  ibe 
purpoae  to  hav«  been  lo  aliect  the  cxisttsf  rda- 
tAons  between  America  amf  England,  by  tbosir 
means  whioh  the  declaration  ftUies,  tkeacta 
non-inteleourse.  And  it  is  certain  that  mis 
Bagiaud  should  abandon  particular  parts  of  to 
systeoi,  this  waa  the  result  avowedly  in  Tiev.sii 
meant  tube  accomplished^  But  there  coon h 
no  hope  c^  such  a  t^mlt  without  a  pieriofls  ef- 
fectual Felinqaishment  of  the  French  decna 
A  case  could  noi  otherwiae  be  made  to  exist  (v 
the  Duke  of  Cadore  aras  aware)  for  saebsoflf- 
efation  of  the  American  law.  To  pot  ibe  hr 
before  the  revocation  of  the  .edicts  wis  'mp» 
stble.  With  the  larw  in  hts  haad.  it  vasld 
have  been  inira^^ulous  ignorance  noi  to  ^s^ 
that  it  was  the  exact  reverse  of  thb  whi^  ^ 
paper  mast  propose.  He  would  derive  this  ksoilr 
edge,  not  fVom  that  particular  law  onlf,  bstfna 
the  whole  tenor  and  spirit  of  Amerieao  proeiei' 
iags^  iu  that  painful  and  anomaloas  dilca« 
in  which  flteat  Britain  and  France,  sgreeiflf  a 
nothing  else,  had  recently  ciMnbined  to  place  tk 
maritime  iiueresu-of  America.  He  ^oiM  csl- 
lect  from  thoae  prooeedtogs  that,  while  those  cos- 
fllcting  Powers  cantinued  to  rival  eachoikeris 
their  aggr^asiao^  upon  neutral  rights,  tke  (k^ 
emoaettt  of  the  United  States  would  oppose  v^ 
impartitlly  to  both.  The  FVendi  dedtrsMS 
thCBj  had  either  no  aaeaning  at  all.  or  it  actf 
to^annouirae  to  Geuetal  Armstrong  a  positive  rev- 
ocatlUH  of  the  French -edicts. 

I  ^hoiild  only  fotigue  your  Lordship  bjr  paisii>$ 
further  a  point  so  pwin  and  simple,  i  will,  tk(f» 
fore,' mere! V.  add  to  whfut  f  have  akeadyssidN 
this  branch  of  the  eUbjecl,  tliat  the  stnmf  i* 
unqualified  eommnniaation  from  QeaeralAi^ 
strong  to  me,  taentioned  in  thecommeacemesta 
this  letter,  and  corroborated  by  subseqaeot  cws* 
munications  (one  uf  which  I  now  isy  bewt 
you)  may.  perhaps,  without  any  great  efforts 
courtesy,  be  allowed  to  contain  that  '^aatbesv 
» intelligence''  which-  your  Lordahip  is  in  search  » 
He  could  scarcely  have  been  free  fromdoob^^ 
the  occasion  was  calculated  40 suggest  it;  todn 
he  had  reaUy  doubted,  would  hardly  hare  spoB> 
to  me  with  the  confidence  of^onvaetion. 

It  only  remains  to  ipeak  of  the  practictl  eft(< 
of  the  iPfench  repeal.    And  hem  your  Ux^ 
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Qst  safier  me  to  renlind  you  tb«t  the  orders  of 
ogland  in  1807,  did  not  wait  for  the  practioal 
feet  of  the  Berlin  decree,  nor  linger  uotil  the 
)scurity,  in  which  the  meaning  of  that  decree 
as  supposed  to  be  iovolved,  should  be  cleared 
vay  by  time  or  explanation.  They  came  prompt- 
atter  the  decree  itself,  while  it  was  not  only 
obiguous  but  inoperative,  and  raised  upon  an 
1p  prohibition,  and  yet  a  more  idle  declaratipn. 
hich  France  had  not  attempted  to  enforce,  ana 
as  notoriously  incapable  of  enforcing,  a  vast 
heme  of  oppression  upon  the  seas,  more  de* 
ractive  of  all  the  acknowledged  rights  of  peace- 
1  States  than  history  can  parallel.  This  retal- 
tion,  as  it  was  called,  was  so  rapid,  that  it  was 
It  before  the  injury  was  said  to  nave  provoked 
;  and  yet,  that  injury,  such  as  it  was,  was  pre* 
■ded  by  tbe  practical  assertion,  on  the  part  of 
reat  Britain,  of  new  and  alarming  principles  of 
iblic  law,  hi  the  liotification  of  the  blockade  of 
[ay,  1806,  and  in  the  judicial  decisions  of  the 
*ar  before.  To  uphold  the  retaliatory,  orders, 
rery thing  was  presumed  with  a  surprising  fa- 
lity.  Not  only  was  an  impotent,  unexecuted, 
id  equivocal  menace  presumed  to  be  an  active 
ioarge  of  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations,  but 
le  acquiescence  of  those  nations  was  presumed^ 
Ifaiost  the  plainest  evidence  of  facts. 
The  alacrity  with  which  all  this  was  done  can' 
iver  be  remembered  without  regret  and  aston- 
bment;  but  our  regret  and  astonishment  must 
crease^  if,  after  four  years  have  been  given  to 
leperaicious  innovation  which  these  presump- 
OQswere  to  introduce  •  and  support,  somethiog 
ke  tbe  same  alacrity  should  not  be  displayed  in 
mng  an  honorable  opportunity  of  discarding  it 
TCver. 

It  is  not  unnatural  to  imagine  that  it  will  be 
iscarded  with  pleasure,  wben  it  is  considered, 
lat,  having  never  been  effectual  as  an  instrument 
f  hostility,  it  cannot  now  lay  claim  to  thoseother 
'commendations  for  which  it  may  have  hereto- 
)re  been  prized.  The  Orders  in  Council  (of 
foyember)  have  passed  through  some  important 
iianges ;  but  they  have  been  steady,  as  long  as  It 
'as  possible^  to  the  purpose  which  firsi  impressed 
tem  with  a  character  not  to  be  mistaken. 
In  their  original  plan,  they  comprehended  not 
aly  France  and  such  allied  or  dependent  Powers 
i  had  adopted  the  edict  of  Berlin,  but  sucb  other 
fttioDs  as  had  merely  excluded  from  their  ports 
Mcommereial  flag  of  England.  This  prodigious 
tpanston  of  the  system  was  far  beyond  any  in- 
^lligible  standard  of  retaliation;  but  it  soon  ap- 
tared  that  neutraU  might  be  permitted  to  traffic, 
Oder  certain  restrictions,  with  all  these  different 
itioDs,  provided  they  would  submit  with  a  de- 
endence  truly  colonial,  to  carry  on  their  trade 
trough  British  ports^  and  to  pay  such  duties  as 
te  British  Qovernraent  should  think  fit  to  im- 
ose,  and  such  charges  as  British  agents  and  other 
ritish  subjects  might  be  content  to  make. 
The  United  States  abstained  from  this  traffic,' 
I  which  they  could  not  embark  without  dishonor; 
id  in  1809  the  system  shrunk  to  narrower  di- 
lensions,  and  took  the  appearance  of  an  absolute 
1 1th  Con.  M  S^sa.— 39 


prohibition  of  all  commercial  intercourse  .with 
France,  Holland,  and  the  kingdom  of  Italy. 

The  prohibition  was  absolute  in  appearance, 
but  not  in  fact.  It  had  lost  something  of  former 
exuberance,  but  nothing  of  former  pliancy,  and. 
in  the  event,  was  seen  to  yield  to  the  demands  oi 
one  trade  while  it  prevented  every  other. 

Controlled  and  relaxed  and  managed  by  Itcen* 
ses,  it  did  not,  after  a  brief  exhibition  of  Imperial 
sternness,  affect  to  ^distress  the  enemy''  by  tbe 
occlusion  of  his  ports,  when  the  commerce  of 
England  could  advantageouisly  find  its  way  to 
tttem.  At  length,  however,  this  convenienca 
^eems  to  be  enjoyed  no  loogjsr,  and  the  Orders  in 
Council  may  apparently  be  now  considered  (if, 
indeed,  they  ought  not  alwavs  to  hfive  been  eon* 
sidereu)  as  affe^ing  Enghmd  with  a  loss  as  heavy 
OS  that  which  tbey  inflict  on  those  whose  rights 
they  vioUtek  In  such  eircumstanoes,  if  it  be  too 
much  to  except  the  credulity  of  1807,  it  may  yet 
be  hoped,  that  the  evidence  of  the  priictical  eflEecl 
of  the  French  repeal  need  not  be  very  strong  to 
be  aatisfacJtory.  It  is,  however,  as  strong  as  thd 
nature  of  auch  a  case  Will  admit,  as  a  few  obaer« 
rations  will  show. 

On  sQch  an  occasion  it  is  no  paradox  to  say, 
that  the  wan  t  of  evidence  is  itself  evidence.  That 
certafn  decrees  are  not  in  force,  is  proved  by  the 
absence  of  such  facts  as  Would  appear  if  they 
were  in  force.  Every  motive  which  can  be  con* 
lectured  to  have  led  to  the  repeal  of  the  edicts 
invites  to  tbe  foil  execution  of  that  repeal,  and  ho 
motive  'Can  be  imagined  for  a  different  course* 
These  considerations  oremlone  coticlusive. 

But  further,  it  is  known  that  American  vessels 
bound  confessedly  to  England,  have,  before  the 
1st  of  November,  been  visited  bv  French  priva- 
teers, and  suffered  to  pass,  upon  the  foundation  of 
the  prospective  repeal  of  the  decree  of  Berlin,  an4 
the  proximity  of  the  day'when  it  would  become 
an  actual  one. 

If  there  are  not  even  stronger  facts  to  show 
that  -the  decree  of  Milan  is  also  withdrawn,  your 
Lordship  con  be  •  at  no  loss  for  the  reason.  It 
cannot  be  proved  that  an  American  vessel  is  prac- 
tically held  by  France;  nor  to  be  dencUumaiized 
by  British  visitation,  iiecause  your  cruisers  visit 
only  to  capture,  and  compel  the  vessel  visited  to 
terminate  her  voyage,  not  in  France,  but  in  Eog- , 
land.  You  will  not  ask  for  the  issue  of  an  expe- 
riment which  yourselves  intercept,  nor  complaiii 
that  you  have  not  received  evidence,  which  is  not 
obtained^  because  you  have  rendered  it  impossible* 
The  vessel  which  formed  the  subject  of  my  note 
of  the  8th  instant,  and  another  more  recently- 
seized  as  prize,  would,  if  they  had  been  suffered| 
as  they  ought,  to  resume  their  voyages,  after  hav- 
ing been  stopped  and  examined  by  Eoglish  cruis-, 
ers,  have  furnished  on  that  point  unanswerably 
proof;  and  1  have  reason  to  know  that  precise 
offers  have  been  mode  to  the  British  Grovernment 
to  put  to  a  practical  test  the  disposition  of  France 
in  this  respect,  and  that  those  offers  have  been  re- 
fused. Your  cruisers,  however,  have  not  been 
able  to  visit  all  American  vessels  bound  to  Fra  nee 


im 


APPBNWXv 


m 


Relatione  mth  France. 


and  it  is  understood  that  such  bs  have  arrived 
have  been  received  with  friendship. 

I  cannot  quit  this  last  question  without  enterins;^ 
my  protest  against  the  pretension  of  the  British 
Qovernment  to  postpone  the  justice  which  it 
owes  to  my  Government  and  country,  for  this 
tardy  investigation  of  consequences.  I  am  not 
able  to  comprehend  upon  what  the  pretension 
mts,  Bor  to  what  limits  the*  investigation  can 
be  subjected.  If  it  were  even  admitted  that 
France  was  more  emphatieally  bound  to  repeal 
ber  almost  nominal  decrees  than  Qreat  Britain  to 
ve^al  sabstantial  orders^  (wbich  will  not  be  ad- 
mitted,) what  more  can  reasonably  be  required 
by  the  latter  than  hasbeen  done  by  the  former? 
The  decrees  are  officially  deciarecl  by  the  €h)v* 
ernment  of  Franoe  to  be  repealed.  They  were 
ineffectual  as  a  material  prejui)i€9  to  England 
bdbre  the  declaration,  and  must  be  inefiectu^l 
aince.  « There  is,  iherefore,  nothing  of  substance 
for  this  dilatory  inquiry,  wbich,  if  once  beffun, 
may  be  protracted  without  end,  or  at  least  tillthe 
hour  for  just  and  prudent  decision  has  passed. 
But,  if  there  were  room  to  apprehend  that  the  re- 
pealed decrees  might  have  some  operation  in  case 
the  Orders  in  Council  were  withdrawn,  stilly  as 
there  is  no  sudden  and  formidably  peril  to  which 
Great  Britain  could  be  exposed  by  that  pperatioB, 
there  can  be  no  reason  for  declining  to  act  at 
once  upon  the  declaration  of  France,  and  to  leave 
it  to  the  future  to  try  ita^ sincerity,  it.  that  sincer- 
ity be  suspected  I 

I  have  thus  disclosed  to  your  Lordship,  with 
that  frankness  which  the  times  demand,  my  view 
of  a  subject  deeply  inlerestin^t  to  our  respective 
countries.  The  part  which  Great  Britain  may 
act  on  this  occasion  cannot  fail  to  have  important 
and  lasting  consequences,  and  I  can  only  wish 
that  they  may  be  good. 

Bv  giving  up  her  Orders  in  Council  and  the 
blockades,  to  which  my  letter  of  the  21st  of  Sep- 
tember relates,  she  has  nothing  to  lose  in  charac- 
ter or  strength.  By  adhering  to  them,  she  will 
not  only  be  unjust  to  others,  but  unjust  to  herselfl 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

The  MARftDis  Wellgsley. 


Jkf  r.  Pinkney  to  the  Beeretary  of  State. 

London,  December  22, 1810. 

Sir  :  I  received  on  the  20th  instant,  from  Liv- 
.  erpool,  your  letter  of  the  19th  of  October,  the  only 
one  yet  received  of  a  date  subsequent  to  the  17tn 
of  July. 

My  letter  of  the  14th  of  November  will  show 
that  I  had  myself  resolved  upon  the  course  of 
proceeding  which  the  last  par8|raph  of  your  letter 
indicates.  I  now  wait  only  for  the  restoration 
of  the  capacity  of  the  Government. 

I  presume  that  my  note  to  Lord  'Wellesley  of 
tbe  21st  of  September  will  be  considered  as  hav- 
ing anticipated  such  parts  of  your  letter  as  re- 
late to  blockades.  No  answ^  or  any  sort  has  been 
^iven  to  that  note,  but  I  will  not  fail  to  take  the 
irst  occasiqn  to  reinforce  it,  by  enlarging  on  the 
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considerations  to  which  you  allude.  la  mj opin- 
ion the  subject  cannot  be  too  much  pres^dw 
the  importance  of  it  exaggerated.  If  sach  ^M- 
ades  are  to  continue,  we  shall  have  sot  ridd.k 
orders  of  1S07  and  1809  in  vain. 

You  will  perceive  that,  in  my  noteaboTM&c 
tioned,  1  undertook  to  mention  the  bloebde; 
the  whole  island  of  Zealand,  as  one  of  those  pipe 
blockades  to  which  the  United  Sutes  objeetec 
that,  in  my  note  of  the  25th  of  Au%m.  iki; 
blocKade  Was  comprehended  under  the  geeal 
description  of  such  orders  as  were  **aoalogo9itr 
the  Orders  in  Council  of  1807  and  1809;  aodiiu! 
in  my  late  note  (of  the  10th  instant,)  I  bare  oifsl 
the  revocation  of  all  the  blockades  to  vhicli  zj 
note  of  the  2L5t  of  September  related. 

I  had  BO  instructions  to  warrant  me  in  rep 
senting  any  other  blockade  than  that  of  loitj 
180d,  as  indispensable  in  the  view  of  ooi  av^ 
concerning  commercial  intercourse  with  Greil 
Britain  and  France.  I  have  endeavofed,  kv 
ever,  so  to  shape  my  different  notes  to  Lord  Wt^ 
lesley,  as  that,  .when  taken  together,  tbej  mir''J 
considered  to  embrace  the  whole  of  tbe  pip^' 
blockades,  for  every  purpose,  or  only  for  parts- 
lar  purposes,,  as  future  instructions  or  c]M^ 
nience  might  require. 

Upon  the  subject  of  impressments,  I  se«J:?' 
say  anything,  as  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake  hi: 
not  been  adjusted.  For  other  matters,!  refer j.): 
to  the  newspapers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

WM.  PINKMT. 


FRANCE. 


[The  following  docnmentB  were  transmitted  to  en- 
gross by  the  President's  Messages  of  Deoeffi^  ^ 
1810,  and  Jannaiy  14,  January  31,  sad  fAtas] 
19,1811.] 

To  the  Hou9e  of  ReprtsetUattveB  of  the  Uniid^ 
I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representstiresc^' 

pies  of  the  documents  referred  to  in  their  reuls- 

tioa  of  the  4th  instant. 

JAMBS  BIADISOK. 
jA^fUAav  14, 18U. 


wmm 


TotheSmaUandMaueerf 

B^^reemUxtivee^At  Umied  SttOtt: 
I  lay  before  Goagreta  a  letter  from  tbe  Ciu^ 
dea  Aflbires  of  ibfi  United  States  at  Paris »» 
Secretary  of  Stata ;  and  anotber  from  tbe  a*^ 
to  the  Freoch  Minister  of  Foreign  lEifk^^ 
also  two  letters  from  tbe  agent  id  the  Amerios 
Consul  at  Bordeaux  to  the  Searetary  of  State. 

J<4NUABY  31,  181L 


Eltract-^Mr.  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Bmitb,  Seerettry^' 

State. 

PARrs, /aimary  28, 191^' 
M.  Champagny  stated  that  the  order  gi^^^; '* 
relation  to  our  ships,  dbc.,  in  Spain,  vssare^' 
lar  consequence  of  the  system  declared  in  ^^^^' 
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er  of  the  28d  Aaguftt  last,  aod  whicli  bad  beea 
iromu]^ted  throughout  the  United  Skates.  *'  It 
5  obvious,''  he  added,  "  that  His  Majesty  cannot 
>ermit  to  his  allies  a  commerce  which  he  denies 
0  himself.  This  would  be  at  once  to  defeat  his 
jrstem  aod  oppress  his  subjects,  by  deqaanding 
rom  them  great  and  useless  sacrifices ;  fotj  if  the 
ysiem  be  not  strictly  obserred  ererywhere,  it 
annot  anywhere  produce  the  effects  expected 
rom  it.  Still,"  he  said,  *Mhe  property  is  only 
equestered,  and  becomes  a  subject  of  the  present 
egotiation."  As  our  remonstrancer  have  been 
offlciently  frequent  and  free,  as  this  was  a  meet** 
og  merelv  of  cooeifiation,  and  as  the  closing  xe^ 
lark  of  the  Minister  indicated  rather  the  policy 
f  looking  forward  to  our  rights  than  bacK ward 
n  our  wrong[8, 1  thought  it  most  prndeal  to  sup- 
vess  the  obneasanawers  which  might  have  been 
jven  to  bia  observations,  aod  which,  Under  other 
ifcumataiices,  should  not  have  been  omitted.  I 
ecordiogly  eoatented  myself  with  expressing  a 
ope  that  our  fature  thlereoorse  ahoold  ba  a  com* 
etition  only  of  good  offices. 
In  conformity  to  the  snggetttona  cotitained  In 
our  letur  of  the  iat  of  December,  1809, 1  de- 
landed  whether,  if  Great  Britain  revoked  hoc 
lockadea  of  a*  date  anlerioip  to  the  decree,  com- 
monly called  ihe  Berlin  deoree,  His  Majesty  the 
Cmperor  would  consent  to  revoke  the  said  de* 
ree?  To  which  the  Minister  answered,^  that 
the  only  conditioflL  required  for  the  revocation 
y  His  Majesty  of  the  decree  of  Berlin,  will  be  a 
revious  revocation  by  the  British  Qoverdment 
f  her  blockade  of  France,  or  part  of  France, 
Buch  as  that  from  the  BUbe  to  Brest,)  of  a  date 
Bterior  to  that  of  the  aforesaid  decree;  aod  tl^at, 
'  the  British  Qovernment  woald  then  recall  the 
kders  in  Cooncil  which  had  occasioned  the  de* 
ree  of  Milan,  that  decrenshooid  also  be  annulled." 
^ar  interview  dosed  here,  and  we  have  had  no 
teeting,  either   accidental  or  by  rendezvovs, 


nee. 
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Sztrael  of  a  letter  from  the  same  to  the  same. 

Paris,  tymtary  17, 1810. 
The  note  from  M.  Champagny,  a  coi>y  of  which 
enclosed j  was  receired  vesteraay. 
This  goes  bjr  the  way  or  B'ngland,  and  may  not 
I  much  later  In  reaching  you  than  my  despatch 
f  the  28th  ultimo,  which  took  the  same  road. 

[Enclosed  in  the  preceding  despatch^] 

PAftia,  Fhbri$ary  14, 1810. 
The  undersigned  has  rendered  an  accouni  to 
[is  Majesty,  the  Emperor  and  Kiikg,  of  the  con- 
srsation  he  has  had  with  Mr.' Armstrong,  Min^ 
ter  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of 
merica.  His  Majesty  authorizes  him  to  give 
ie  following  answer. 

His  Majesty  should  consider  his  decrees  of  Ber# 
D  and  Milan  as  violating  the  principles  of  eter* 
il  justice,  if  they  were  not  the  compelled  con- 
^quence  of  the  orilish  Orders  in  CooneiL  aad, 
)ove  all,  of  thi^se  of  November,  1807.  When 
•ogland  has  proclaimed  her  sovereignty  univer- 
J,  by  the  pretension  of  subjecting  the  uni?erse 


to  a  lax  on  navigation,  and  by  extending  the  ju- 
risdiction of  her  Parliament  over  the  industry  of 
the  world,  His  Majesty  thotight  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  all  independent  nations  to  defend  their 
sovereignty,  and  to  declare  as  denationalized  (cie^ 
nalioncuisie)  those  vessels  which  should  ranee 
themselves  under  the  domination  of  England,  hy 
recognising  the  sovereignty  which  she  arrogated 
over  them. 

His  Majesty  distinguishes  the  search  (la  wite) 
from  the  recognition  (reconnatsffonce)  of  the  res- 
self  The  recognition  has  no  other  end  than  tor 
ascertain  the  reality  of  the  flag.  -  The  search  ia 
an  anterior  inquest  held,  althoug^h  the  veritv  of 
the  flag  be  ascertained,  and  of  which  the  result  ia 
either  the  impressment  of  individuals,  or  the  con* 
fiscation  of  merchandise,  or  the  application  of 
arbitrary  laws  or  regulations. 

His  Jdajesty  coula  place  no  reliance  on  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  United  States,  who,  having  na 
ground  of  cqmplaiot  against  France,  comprised 
her  in  their  acts  of  exclusion,  and,  since  the 
month  of  Mayi  ha v,e. forbidden  the  entrance  of 
their  poru  to  French  vessels,  under  the  penalty  of 
confiscation.    As  soon  as  His. Majesty  was  in- 
formed of  this  measure^  he  consiaered  himpelf 
bound  to  order  reprisals  on  American  vessels,  not 
only  in  his  territorv^  but  likewise  in  the  countries 
which  are  under  nis  influence.    In  the  ports  of 
Holland,  of  Spain,  of  Italv,  and  of  Naples,  Ame- 
rican Vessels  hare  been  seized,  because  the  AmO'; 
ricaaa  have  seized  French  vessels.  The  Americana 
cannot  hesitate  as  to  the  part  which  they  are  to 
take ;  they  ought  either  to  tear  to  pieces  the  act 
of  their  independencci  and  to  become  again,  as. 
before  the  Revolution,  the  subjects  of  Efogland, 
or  to  taice  such  ipeasure^  as  that  their  commerce 
and  industry  should  not  be  tariffed  {toHfis)  hf 
the  English,  which  renders  them  more  dependent 
than  Jamaica,  which,  at  least,  has  its  Assembly 
of  Representatives  and  its  privileges.    Men,  with- 
out just  political  views,  (jBan$  politique^  without 
honor,  without  energy,  may  auege  that  payment 
of  the  tribute,  imposed  hy  England,  may  be  sub- 
mitted to  because  it  is  liffht;  Out  why  will  they 
not  perceive  that  the  English  will  no  sooner  have . 
obtained  the  adinission  of  the  principle,  than  they 
will  raise  the  tarifi*  in  such  way,  that  the  burden, 
at  first  light,  becoming  insupportable^  it  will  then 
foe  necessary  to  fiffht  for  interest,  after  having  re^ 
fused  to  fight  for  nonor? 

The  undersigned  avows,  with  frankness,  that 
France  has  everything  to  gain  from  receiving 
well  the  Americans  in  her  ports.  Her  commer- 
cial relations  with  neutrals  are  advantageous  to 
her.  She  is,  iq  no  wav,  jealous  of  their  pros- 
perity. Great,  powerful,  and  rich,  she  w  satisfled 
when,  by  her  own  commerce  or  oy  that  of  neu- 
trals, her  exportations  give  to  her  agriculture  and 
her  rabrics  the  proper  development. 

It  is  now  thirty  years  since  the  United  States 
of  America  founded,  in  the  bosom  of  the  new 
world,  an  independent  country  at  the  price  of  the 
^lood  of  so  roan 7  immortal  men  who  perished  on 
the  field  of  battle,  to  throw  off  the  leaden  yoke 
of  the  English  monarah.    These  generons  men 
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were  far  from  sopposiog,  when  tbey  tkus  sacri- 
ficed their  blood  lor  the  inclepeiideDce  of  Ame- 
riea,  that  there  would  so  soon  be  a  question  whe- 
ther there  should  be  imposed  upon  it  a  yoke  more- 
beairy  than  that  which  they  had*  thrown  off,  by 
subjecting  its  industry  to  a  tariff  of  British  legis- 
lation, a^nd  to  the  Orders  in  Council  of  1807. 

If,  then,  the  Minister  of  America  can  enter  in- 
to an  engagement  that  the  American  vessels  will 
not  sabmit  to  the  Orders  in  Cpuncii  of  England 
of  November,  1807,  nor  lo  any  decree  of  block- 
ade, unless  this  blockade  should  be  real,  the  un- 
dersigned is  authorized  to  conclude  every  speci^is 
of  convention  tending  to  renew  the  Treaty  of 
Commerce  with  America,  and  in  which  all  the 
neasores  proper  to  consolidate  the  commerce 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  Americans  shall  be 
provided  lor. 

The  uodersigned  has  considered  it  his  duty  to 
answer  the  verbal  overtures  of  the  American 
Minister  by  a  written  note,  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  may  the  better  know  the 
friendly  intentions  of  France  towards  the  United 
States,  and  her  favorable  dispositions  to  Ameri- 
can commerce. ' 

The  undersigned  prays  Mr.  Armstrong  .to  acr 
eept  the  assurances  of  his  high  conmderation. 
CHAMPAGNY,  Ducde  Cadore. 


Mr.  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Smith. 

Paris,  Fdfruary  18, 1810. 

Sia:  I  wrote  a  few  lines  to  you  yesterday,  an- 
Boanciiig  the  receipt  and  transmission  of  a  copv 
of  the  Duke  of  Cadore's  note  to  me  of  the  14th 
instant. 

.  After  much  serious  reflection,  I  have  thought  it 
best  to  forbear  all  notice,  at  present,  of  the  errors, 
as  well  of  fact  as  of  argutnent,  which  may  be 
found  in  the  ibtrodoctory  part  of  this  note,  to 
take  the  Minister  at  his  word,  to  enter  at  once 
upon  the  proposed  negotiation,  and,  for  this  pur- 
pose, to  oner  to  him  a  projet  for  renewing  the 
convention  of  1800. 

This  mode  will  have  the  advantage  of  trying 
the  sincerity  of  the  overtures  made  by  him,  and, 
perha|)d,  of  drawing  from  him  the  precise  terms 
on  which  his  master  will  accommodate.  If  these 
be  such  as  we  ought  to  accept,  we  shall  have  a 
treaty  in  which  neither  our  rights  notour  wrongs 
Will  be  forffotten ;  if  otherwise,  there  will  be 
enough  both  of  time  and  occasion  to  do  justice 
to  their  policy  and  our  own  by  a  free  ezamina 
tton  of  each.  . 

With  great  respect,  dbc. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONO. 

Hon.  RoBBRT  Smitb,  &c. 


Extract — Geneiil  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Smith. 

PAKia,  March  10, 1810. 
I  have  at  length  received  a  verbal  message  in 
answer  to  my  note  of  the  21st  ultimo^  It  was 
from  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  and  in 
the  following  words :  "  His  Majesty  has  decided 
to  sell  the  American  property  seized  in  Spain 


but  the  money  arising  therefrom  shall  reoialK 
depot."  This  message  has  given  oectsioidB 
letter  from  me  [annexed]  in  a  temper  somxm 
different  trom  that  of  the  18th  Febroarf. 

[Reftzred  to  in  Mr.  Armstrong's  dMpctdi  sf  Nsi 

10,  1810.] 

General  Annstrong  to  the  Doke  of  Cadort 

Paris,  Mardi  10, 1610. 

Sib  ;  I  had  yesterday  the  honor  of  reeeirifl^a 
verbal  message  from .  yonr  Bzcelleney,  iti^ 
that  His  Majesty  had  decided  that  the  AsKneu 
property  seized  ia  the  ports  of  Spiin  shoQid  k 
solo,  but  that  the  money  arising  therefroiad»By 
remain  in  depot. 

On  receiving  this  information,  two  qnotiiss 
suggested  themselves : 

1st.  Whether  this  decision  was,  or  wii  lai. 
extended  to  ships  as  well  as  to  caigoes}  ui, 

^.  Whether  the  money  arising  from  tbeole 
which  might  be  made  under  it,  wovld^  or  mM 
not,  be  subject  to  the  issue  of-  the  pendieg  a^ 
tiation  ?  - 

The  gentleman  charged  with  the  deliref  <k^ 
your  message  not  having  been  iostracted  ton- 
swer  these  questions,  it  becomes  my  doty  to  ^ 
sent  them  to  your  Ezeellencv,  and  to  reqoeKi 
solution  of  them.  Nor  h  it  less  a  dotr  oo  ar 
part  to  examine  the  ground  on  which  His  Mt- 
lesty  has  been  pleased  tp  take  this  decisioi,  vi^l 
I  understand  to  be  that  of  reprisal,  sQfgatti(« 
the  tirst  time  in  the  note  yon  did  me  tht  imof 
to  write  to  me  on  the  14th  ultimo.  Id  tbefoonh 
paragraph  of  this  note,  it  is  eaid,  thit  Ss  Mi- 
jesty  could  net  have  calculated  on  tbeoiasae 
taken  by  the  United  Sutes,  who,  fairin;  bc 
grounds  of  complaint  against  France,  bare  eoe- 
prised  her  ia  their  acts  of  ^zclosioo,  lod  nK< 
the  month  of  May  last,  have  prohibited  tbentrf 
into  their  ports  of  French  vessels,  bf  sobiec&q: 
them  to  confiscation.'^  It  is  trne  that  the  Uain^ 
States  have,  since  the  20lh  of  May  last,  forbid- 
den the  entry  of  French  vessels  into  their  hu- 
bors.  And  it  is  also  true,  that  the  peoiitT  ^ 
confiscation  attaches  to  the  violation  of  (his  lit. 
But  in  what  respect  does  this  offead  FrtMei 
Will  she  refuse  to  us  the  right  of  regulation c^ 
merce  within  our  own  ports?  Or  will  sbe  dsr 
that  the  law  in  question  is  a  tegQlatioo  otf^ 
municipal?  Examine  it  both  as  to  object tK 
means.  What  does  it  more  than  forbid  AaMn* 
can  ships  from  going  into  the  ports  of  F«a* 
and  French  ships  from  coming  into  those  of  tie 
United  States  ?  And  why  this  prohibition Mc 
avoid  injury  and  insult;  to  escape  that  lavless- 
ness,  which  is  declared  to  be  a  <^foreed  cob^ 
quenoe  of  the  decrees  of  the  British  Co^^^^ 
If,  then,  its  object  be  purely  defensive,  whti  ««* 
its  means  7  Simply  a  law.  previously  aad  ^ 
erally  promulgated,  operating  solelf  within  .<<i^ 
territory  of  the  United  States,  and  panisjw^' 
alike  the  infractors  oT  it,  whether  citiwn» «  »^ 
said  States,  or  others.  And  what  is  this  bat  \»^ 
exercise  of  a  right,  common  ta  all  d*"'^'^^^ 
excludioa,  at  their  will,  foreign  cwnmere^J^J 
of  enforcing  that  exclusion  ?  Gtn  thb  bedeemn 
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I  wroog  CO  France?  Can  this  b«  regarded  as  a 
egitimace  cause  of  reprisal  oq  the  part  of  a 
Power  who  makes  it  the  first  dutv  of  oatioos  to 
iefeod  theijr  sovereigDtv,  and  wao  eren  dena- 
ioaalize  the  ships  of  those  'vHio  will  not  suh* 
«ribe  to  the  opioionT* 

Bat  it  has  been  said  that  <<  tht  United  States 
11176  nothing  to  complain  of  against  France." 
fVss  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  a  ship 
Iriven  on  the  shores  of  France  by  stress  of  wea- 
:her  and  the  perils  of  the  sea,  nothing?  Was 
he  seizare  and  sequestration  of  many  cargoes 
wrought  to  France  in  ships  Tiolatin|f  no  law  and 
idmitted  to  regular  e&trV  at  tlie  imperial  cus- 
om-houses^  nothing  7  Was  the  violation  of  our 
naritime  rights,  oonseerated  as*  they  hare  been 
if  the  solemn  forms  of  .a  public  treaty,  nothing? 
[q  a  wordy  was  it  nothing  that  our  ships  were  burnt 
>Q  the  high  seas  without  other  offence  than  that 
if  belonging  to  the  United  States,  or  other  apol* 
vy  than  was  to  be  found  in  the  enhanced  safety. 
)f  tbe  perpetrators?  Surelv,  if  it  be  the  duty  of 
the  United  States  to  resent  tneoretical  usurpations 
if  the  British  orders  of  Norember«  1807^  it  cannot 
» less  their  doty  to  complain  uf  the  daily  and 
tactical  outrages  on  the  part  of  France.  -  It  is  in- 
leed  true,  that  were  the  people  of  the  United- 
States  destitute  of  policy,  of  honor,  and  of  en^r- 
{y,  (as  has  been  insinuated,)  they-might  ha^e 
idopted  a  system  of  discrimination,  between  the 
:wo  ^reat  belligerents.  They  might  have  drawn 
imaginary  lines  between  tbe  first  and  second  ag- 
gressor. They  might  have  resented  in  the  one  a 
iondact  to  which  they  tamely  submitted  in  the 
)ther,  and,  in  this  way,  have  patched  np.a  com- 
irombe  between  honor  and  interest,  equally 
nean  and  disgraceful.  But  such  was  not  the 
{oorse  they  pursued :  and  it  is,  perhaps,  a  neces- 
ary  consequence  of  the  justice  of  tneir  mens* 
ires,  that  they  are  at  this  day  an  independent 
Mtion.  But  I  will  not  press  this  part  of  mv  sub- 
ect.  It  would  be  affrontful  to  your  Excellency, 
inowing,  as  vou  dp,  that  there  are  not  less  than 
^ne  hundred  Amerrcan  ships  within  His  Majes- 
y's  possession,  or  that  of  his  allies,)  to  multiply 
(roofs  that  the  United  States  have  grounds  of 
•omplaint  against  France. 

My  attention  is  necessarily  called  to  another 
>art  of  the  same  paragraph,  which  immediatelv 
9II0WS  the  quotation  luready  made.  "As  soon,'' 
ays  your  Excellency,  ''^  as  His  Majesty  was  in- 
ormed  of  ttiis  measure,  (the  non-intercourse  law,) 
t  became  his  duty  to  retaliate  upon  the  Ameri-, 
an  vessels,  not  only  within  his  own  territories, 
ut  also  within  the  countries  under  his  influence. 
Q  tbe  ports  of  Holland,  Spain,  Italy,  and  Na- 
lies,  the  American  vessels  have  been  seized,  be- 
ause  the  Americans  had  seized  French  vessels.'' 

These  remarks  divide  themselves  into  the  fol- 
owing  heads : 

1st.  The  right  of  His  Majest]r  to  seize  and 
oofiseate  American  vessels  within  hi5  own  ter« 
itories. 

2d.  The  right  to  do  so  within  the  territories  of 
tis  allies?  and 


3d.  The  reason  of  that  rights  viz:  bacansa 
Americans  had  seized  French  vessels. 

The  first  of  these  subjects  has  been  already 
examined,  and  the  second  must  be  decided  like 
the  first,  since  His  Majesty's  rights  within  th* 
limits  or  his  ally  cannot  be  greater  than  withia 
his  own.  If,  then,  it  has  been  shown  that  the 
non-intercourse  law  was  merely  defensive  in  ita 
object,  that  it  was  but  intended  to  ^uard  against 
that  state  of  violence  which  unhappily  prevailed, 
that  it  was  restricted  in  its  operation  to  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  and  that  it  was  duly 
promulgated  there  and  in  burope  before  execu* 
tion,  it  will  be  almost  unnecessary  to  repeat,  that 
a  law  of  such  description  cannot  authorize  a 
measure  of  reprisal,  equally  sudden  and  silent  ia 
its  enactment  and  application,  founded  on  no  pre* 
vious  wrong,  productive  of  no  previous  com- 
plaint,  and  operating  beyond  the  limits  of  Hia 
Majesty's  territories,  and  within  those  of  sever* 
eigns  who  had  even  invited  the  commerce  of  tbe 
United.  States  to  their  ports. 

It  is,  therefore,  the  third  subject  only,  the  reo- 
•on  of  the  rigjU^  which  remains  to  be  examined ; 
and  with  ce^rrd  to  it  I  may  observe,  that,  if  the 
alleged  fact  which  forms  this  reason  be  unfound* 
cd,  the  reason  itself  fails,  and  the  right  with  it* 
In  this  view  of  the  business,  I  may  be  permitted 
to  inquire^  when  and  when  any  seizure  of  a 
French  vessel  has  taken  place  uhder  the  non* 
interdourse  law  ?  and  at  tbe  same  time  to  expresa 
my  firm  persuasion  that  no  such  seizure  has  bemi 
made — a  persuasion  founded  alike  on  the  silence 
of  the  Government  and  of  the  journals  of  the 
country^  and  still  more  on  the  positive  declani' 
tion  of  several  weU-informed  and  respectable 
pecsons,  who  have  left  America  as  late  as  the 
^6th  December  last^  My  conclusion,  thereforei* 
is,  that  no  French  vessel  having  violated  the  law, 
no  seizure  of  such  vessel  has  occurred,  and  that 
the  report  which  has  reached  Paris  is  probably 
founded  on  a  circumstance  altogether  uncon- 
nected with  the  non-intercourse  law  or  its  oper- 
ation. 

Though  far  from  wishing  to  prolong  this  let- 
ter, I  cannot  close  it  without  remarking  the  great 
and  sudden  change  wrought  in  His  Majesty^ 
sentiments  with  regard  to  the  defensive  system 
adopted  by  the  United  States. 

The  law  which  is  now  believed  to  furnish  tbe 

ground  fdV  reprisal,  was  communicated  to  Hia 
[ajesty  in  June  or  July  last,  and  certainly  did 
not  then  excite  any  suspicion  of  feeling  unfriendly 
to  the  American  Qov^mment.  Far  from  this^ 
its  communication  was  immediately  followed  by 
overtures  of  accommodation,  which,  though  pro- 
ductive of  Oo  positive  arrangement,  did  not  make 
matters  worse  than  ihey  found  them. 

On  the  22d  of  August  last  I  was  honored  with 
a  full  exposition  of  tne  views  and  principles  that 
had  governed,  and  which  shoula  continue  to 
govern.  His  Majesty's  policy  in  relation  to  the 
United  States,  and  in  this  we  do  not  find  the 
slightest  trace  of  complaint  against  the  provlaioaa 
of  the  law  in  question. 

At  a  period  later  than  the  82d  of  August,  aa 
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Att^rieaa  «bip,  destined  to  a  port  of  Spain.  Was 
captured  by  a  French  privateer.  Aa  appeat  was 
fliode  to  His  Majesty's  Minister  of  War,  who, 
baring  aobmrtled  the  oase,  receired  orders  to  lib- 
erate all  American  Tessels  destined  to  Spanish 
ports  which  had  not  violated  the  imperial  deerees. 
Another  Ame^an  ship,  at  a  point  of  time  stilt 
later  than  the  capture  of  the  preceding,  was 
broQght  iiito  the  port  of  Bayonne ;  bat,  oaring 
violated  no  law  o(  His  Majesty,  was  acqoitted 
by  his  Conncil  of  Prizes ;  aod  lastl  v,  it  the  long 
conversation  I  had  the  honor  of  holding  with 
your  Excellency,  on  the  25th  of  January,  no  idea 
6f  reprisal  was  maintained  by  yoa,  nor  suspected 
1^  roe;  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  speaking  of  thr 
seizure  of  American  property  in  Spain,  you  ex- 
pressly declared  that  it  was  not  a  confiscation. 

Can  proofs  be  more  conclusive,  that  from  the 
fret  promulgation  of  the  law  down  to  ^e  25th  of 
January  iasi,  nothing  in  the  nature  of  reprisal 
was  contemplated  by  His  Majesty  t 

What  circumstance  may  have  since  occurred 
to  produce  a  change  in  his  opinion,  I  know  bot : 
but  the  confidence  I  feel  in  the  open  aad  loyal 
policy  of  His  Majesty  altogether  ei^lndes  ifae 
idea  that 'the  rak  was  merely  found  for  the  occa- 
sion, and  made  to  justify  seizures  not  otherwise 
jUstifiaMe. 

I  pray  your  ExeeUency  to  accept,  dbe. 

Extracts— -Mr.  Annstrong  tb  Mr  Smith. 

Paris,  ifprti  4. 1810. 

After  seven  weeks'  detention  in  Eogtand,  the 
John  Adams  has  at  length  got  back  to  France. 
She  arrived  in  the  roads  of  Havre  on  the  28th 
ultimo. 

I  informed  M.  Champegny,  first,  that  Mr. 
Pinkney  had  not  been  able  to  send  by  this  con* 
veyance  the  result  of  his  application  to  the  Brit* 
ish  Ctovernment  concerning  the  blockades  of 
Franoe  prior  to  ^h^. Berlin  decree;. but  that  he 
hoped  to  be  able  to  send  it  in  a  few  days  by  ano- 
ther conveyance;  and,  secondly,  that  if  he  (M. 
Champagny)  had  anything  to  communicate 
which  would  have  the  effect  of  changing  the 
oresent  relations  of  the  two  countries,  and  which 
ne  wished  to  be  early  known  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  he  would  do  well  to  let  ma 
know  it  within  twenty-four  hours,  as  the  n^s- 
senger  would  leave  Paris  within  thaf  «ime.  To 
this  messaffe  I  received  from  him  the  followiijg 
answer :  "That  for  some  days  past  nothing  in 
the  nature  of  business,  and  unconnected  with  the 
marriage  of  the  Emperor,  could  be  transacted  ; 
and  that  for  some  days  to  come  tke  same  cause 
of  delay  would  continue  to  operate ;  that  my  let- 
ters were  still  before  the  Emperor,  and  that  he 
would  seize  the  first  moment  to  get  some  decis- 
ion in  relation  to  them.''  Thus,  you  see,  every- 
ihing  is  yet  in  air* 

General  Amstrong  to  Mr.  Smith. 

PAKia^  April  16, 1810. 
Sir  :  The  John  Adams  being'  yet  detained,  I 
«aa  able  to  inform  yoa  that  on  the  lltb  instant 


the  Emperor  direoted  tlie  sale  of  all  the  Aasi* 
can  vessels  taken  in  the  ports  of  Spain,  ssiia 
the  money  arising  therefrom  should  be  pkma 
his  eaisse  pri9d»  He  has  also  refused  to  gire^ 
the  Aro,  and  has  ordered  that  the  ease  be  faroo^ 
before  the  Conncil  of  Prises,  where  cob^oib- 
tion  necessarily  awaits  it.  t  send  a  copy  of  i 
note  upon  which  this  last  order  was  takes,  ty 
nnother  -relating  to  our  business  in  Naples;  uj 
am,  with  very  bigh  eoosideration,  your  B«t 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARM8TR0KG. 
Hon.  Mr.  Smith,  4^. 

Copy  of  Mr.  Pinkaey's  letter  to  Oeneni  Aiwlmi. 

dated 

LoHDoii,  Monk  23, 1810. 

.DcAR  Sih;  Although  I  have  deuiaedtbee^ 
Vette  much  louger  than  I  wished,  I  smBotiiile 
to  send  you  the  result  of  my  applicatioototliB 
Gkrrernment  concerning  the  Briti^  biocMstf 
Franoe  prior  to  the  Berlin  ^eefee.  I  cipe«i  s 
receive  it  in  a  very  few  days,  and  will  ismim^ 
ately  forward  ii  to  yoa  bf  Mr.  Lee,  by  tbenf 
of  MorlaiXj  for  it  seems  that  the  Freseb  G9^ 
eminent  will  not  permit  a  aaessengerioiu^n 
atiy  other  pott 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc; 

WILLIAM  PINKNEI 

His  Ex^^  Getterail  AuutttMono. 

ExtEaet»-^Mr.  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Saitt 

Paris,  Jlfcy  3,  isa 
Mr.  Lee  ariived  here  some  days  ago  witliivd 
letters  from  Mr.  Pinkaey,  copies  of  vkich,  vita 
my  answers,  are  enclosed. 

I  need  scareelv  observe  how  impossible  it  is 
for  me  to  make  this  or  any  similar  suiemeot  i^ 

Sound  work  of  a  new  demand  for  a  repeal  of  ue 
»ltn  decree. 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Armstroog's  fetter  oir  May  3,1^1^1 
Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Anastroog. 

London,  AfaitA  27. 1610. 
Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receire,  by  Mr.  Por* 
ell,  your  letter  of  the  25th  of  Jinuarf .  lo  par- 
suance  of  my  instructions,  I  hare  addressed  > 
letter  to  the  Marauis  Wellesley.  His  Britiaue 
Majesty's  principal  8e<fretary  ot  Stale  for  Fff* 
eien  Affairs,  inquiring  whether  any,  aod,  if  so!* 
what  blockades  of  France  institated  b^  Oraj 
Britain  during  th§  present  war  before  the  Ifts 
January,  1807,  are  understood  by  this  Gorer^ 
ment  to  be  in  force  ?  Lord  Wellestey's  rralr* 
that  letter  not  being  so  explicit  as  I  wisbH,! 
have  written  a  second  letter  requesting  expUi* 
tion.  In  his  Lordship's  answer  lo  mj  swow 
letter,  I  am  informed  that  the  bloektde  wm^ 
by  Oreat  Britain  in  May,  1806,  (from  die  Side 
to  Brest,)  has  never  been  formally  withdrtn. 
but  that  the  restrictions  Which  that  bioekade  es- 
tablished are  compreliended  uadsr  the  moreci- 
tensive  restrictions  of  the  Order  in  Council « 
the  7th  of  January,  1807,  and  that  do  other  Uoe^ 
ade  of  the  ports  of  France  was  instiuited  if 
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Ireat  Britain  between  the  16th  of  Ma^,  1806) 
nd    the  7th  of  January,  1807,  excepting  the 
loclcade  of  Teiricej  instituted  on  the  27th  of 
uly,  1806,  which  is  atill  in  force. 

I  have  the  hontfr  to  be,  &.e. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 

His  ETx^cy  General  Armstrong,  &>c. 

Relbired  to  in  Mr.  Anurtiong'B  ktier  of  M«y  d|  1810.] 

Mr.  PbAney  to  Oeneral  Amivtrong. 

LoN no)v,  AprU  6,  i8ia 
Sir  :- 1  do  not  Irnow  whether  the  statement 
ontained  in  my  letter  of  the  27th  of  last  monlh 
vill  enftble  yon  to  obtain  a  recall  of  the  Berlin 
iecree.  Certainly  the  infbret>ce  from  that  state- 
aent  is,  that  the  blockade  of  1806  is  rirtualiy  at 
Q  end,  bein^  merged  and  comprehended  in  an 
)rder  in  Council  issued  after  the  date  of  the  edict 
T  Berlin.  I  am,  however,  about  to  try  to  ob- 
ain  a  formal  rerocation  of  that  blockade,  (aad 
f  that  of  Venice.)  or  at  least  a  precise  declara* 
ion  that  they  are  not  in  force.  As  it  will  not  be 
K>sstble  toabtaio  either  Ihe  one  or  the  other  very 
oon,  (if,  inde^dj  they  can  be  obtained  pit  all,)  1 
9^111  not  detain  Mr.  Lee,  bat  I  #iU  send  you  ano* 
tier  messenger,  (Mr.  Craig,  of  Philadelphia;)  in 
he  course  of  three  or  fouf  weeks,  with  the  result 
if  tny  endeavcrrs.  In  the  meantime,  each  use 
run  be  ma^  of  my  coiQfkiUnieation  of  the  7th 
iltimo  as  you  tfiay  deem  advisable. 
I  have  the  honer  to  be,  d^. 

Referredto  in  Mr.  Armstrong's  despatch,  May  3, 1810.] 

SxtfBot  of  a  tenor  ftom  General  AnnstroAg  to  Mr. 

Piskno^,  dated 

Paris.  Mai§  2, 1810. 
I  have  received  your  three  fetters  of  the  3d 
nd  87th  of  March,  and  6th  of  April.  Accept 
ny  thanks  for  yoar  friendly  attention  with  re- 
gard to  the  passport)  and  express  to  Lord  Wel- 
esley  the  sense  I  have  of  his  Lordship's  polite- 
iess,  and  the  pleasure  it  would  give  me  to  mak^ 
his  acknowledgment  in  person.*  The  doubt  with 
^hich  you  begin'yottr  letter  of  the  6th  instant  is 
refl  founded.  The  explanation  you  have  re« 
eived  is  not  such  as  will  enable  me  to  demand 
be  j>erformance  of  the  BtiOpe^r's  promise  (com- 
aanicated  to  yott  in  my  letter  of  the  25th  of 
anuary  last,)  since  it  (the  explanation)  not  only 
dmits  that  theBritish  order  of  blockade  of  May, 
806,  is  not  formally  withdrawn,  but  that  that  of 
he  27th  of  July,  of  the  same  year,  is  still  in 
oTce.  An  argument  in  the  face  of  these  admis- 
ions,  and  founded  merely  on  the  operation  of  a-n 
irder  of  uherior  date,  and  more  extensive  re- 
triction,  must  not  be  hazarded,  as  it  would  be 
\ot  merely  useless,  but  productive  of  mischief. 


Extract^Mr.  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Smith* 

Paris,  May  24, 1810. 
Some  circumstances  have  occurred  since  the 
late  of  my  despatch  by  Ijtfr.  Konaldson,  which, 
Vom  their  importance,  make  a  speedy  convey* 
iDce  necessary.  These  I  shall  detail  as  briefly 
IS  possible. 


1st.  On  the  I4th  instant,  was  published  here  iii 
the  official  and  other  jotirnals,  a  decree  of  th^ 
Bmperor,  dated  at  Rambouillet,  on  the  23d  of 
March  last,  directing  the  seizure  and  sale  of  al) 
American  vessels  which  hod  entered  the  ports  of 
the  Empire^  or  of  its  dependencies,  since  the  20th 
of  May  last,  &c. 

2d.  Fonr  commisssoners  have  been  sent  to  Am^ 
sterdam,  with  orders  to  take  possession  of  thi^ 
American  poperty  to  be  found  there  agreeably 
t^  the  tenth  article  of  the  late  treaty  betweeii 
France  and  Holland  ;  and 

3d.  Several  of  our  ships  and  cargoes,  with  r^ 
g^rd  to  which  compromises  have  been  made,  un- 
der the  sanction  of  the  Council  of  Prizes,  havd 
been  seized  again,  to  satisfy  the  provisions  of  the 
new  decree. 

[Referred  to  in  Ht,  ArmstrongV  d^^patch  of  May  34«] 
Translation  of  a  decree  issued  by  the  Emperor  of  the 

French,  at  RamboaiHet,  Mar^  S9,  1810. 
NAFOtBON,  d«. 

Codsidering  that  the  Government  of  the  Uni^ 
ted  States,  by  an  act  dated  lit  March,  1800,  which 
forbids  the  eQ trance  of  the  ports,  harbors,  anc| 
rivers  of  the  said  States  to  all  French  vessels, 
orders,  Ist.  That  after  the  20th  of  May  foUowu 
ing^  vesseb  under  the  French  flag,  which  shall 
arrive  in  the  United  States,  shall  be  seized  aik4 
confisoated,  as  well  as  their  cargoes;  3J.  That 
after  the  iame  epochs  no  merchandise  or  pro* 
daac^,  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  France  or 
her  colonies,  can  be  imported  into  the  said  Uni-* 
ted  States  from  any  port  or  p^ace  whatsoevef^ 
ander  the  penalty  of  seizure,  confiscation,  and  < 
fine  of  three  times  the  value  of  the  merchant 
disc;  3d.  That  Aaieriean  vessels  cannot  go  to 
any  port  of  France;,  of  her  colonies,  or  depend^* 
encies:  We  have  decreed^  And  do.clecree,  what 
follows: 

Art.  1st.  AU  vessels  navigating  under  the  flag 
of  the  United  States,  or  possessed  in  whole  or  id 
part^  by  any  citizen  or  subject  ot  that  PiDwer, 
which,  counting  from  the  20th  of  May,  1809, 
have  entered  Or  shall  enter  into  the  ports  of  our 
Empire,  of  our  colonies,  or  of  the  countries  oa- 

CU[      " 

duct 
fund 

Ther^  shall  be  excepted  from  this  reffulation 
the  vessels  which  shall  be  charged  with  des« 
patches^  or  with  dommissions  of  the  Governmeht 
of  the  said  States,  and  who  shall  not  have  either 
cargoes  or  merchandise  oh  board. 

Our  Giand  Judge,  Minister  of  Justice,  and  out 
Minister  of  Finance,  are  charged  with  the  eze* 
cution  of  our  present  decree. 

NAPOLEON. 

The  Secretary  of  State  to'General  Ar^trong. 
•  Dbpabtmbnt  op  Btaiv.  June  &,  1810. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  17th>  18th.  and  21st 
of  February,  and  10th,  Idth,  21st,  and  24th  of 
March,  with  their  several  enclosures,  were  r^ 
ceived  on  the  21st  of  Mav. 

As  the  ^  John  Adams''  is  daily  expected^  and 


mpire,  oi  our  colonies,  or  ot  tne  countries  oa- 
ipied  by  our  arms,  shall  be  seized^  and  the  pro^ 
ict  of  the  aales  shall  be  deposited  in  the  surplus 
nd  (catMC  d?amort%$Bement.) 
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as  your  farther  commuDicatioD«  bjr  her  will  bet* 
ter  enable  me  to  adapt  to  the  actual  state  of  our 
affairs  with  the  Ftrench  GoTernment  the  obser- 
TatioDs  proper  to  be  made  in  relation  to  their  seiz- 
ure of  our  property,  and  to  the  letter  of  the  Duke 
of  Cadore  of  the  14th  of  February,  it  is  by  the 
President  deemed  expedient  not  to  make,  at  this 
time,  any  such  animadversions.  I  cannot,  how- 
ever, for  Dear  informing  you  that  a  high  indigna- 
tion is  felt  by  the  President,  as  well  as  by  the 
public,  at  this  act  of  violence  on  our  property, 
and  a{  the  outrage,  both  in  the  language  and  in 
the  matter  of  the  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore, 
so  justly  portrayed  in  your  note  to  him  of  the 
lOth  of  March. 

The  particular  object  of  this  letter  is  to  add  to 
my  despatches  of  the  4th  and  22d  of  May  another 
chance  of  hastening  into  your  hands  a  copy  of 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session,  conceriH 
iae  the  commercial  intercourse  between  theUni^ 
ted  Stales  and  Great  Britain  and  France. 

In  the  fourth  section  of  this  act,  you  will  per- 
ceive a  new  modification  of  the  authority  given 
to  the  President.  If  there  be  sincerity  in  the 
language  held  at  different  tiroes  by  the  French 
Qovernment,  and  especially  in  the  late  overture, 
to  proceed  to  amicable  alsd  just  arrangements  io 
ease  of  oor  refusal  to  submit  to  the  British  Or- 
ders in  Council,  no  pretext  can  be  found  for  long- 
er declining  to  put  an  end  to  the  decrees  of 
which  the  United  States  have  «o  justly  com- 
.plainedk  By  putting  in  force,  agreeably  to  the 
terms  of  this  statute,  the  non  intercourse  against 
Great  Britain,  the  very  species  of  resistance 
would  be  made  which  'France  has  been  constant- 
ly representing  as  most  efficacious.  It  may  be 
added,  that  the  form  in  which  the  law  now  pre- 
sents the  overture  is  as  well  calculated  as  the 
OTerluie  itself  to  gain  a  favorable  attention,  inas- 
much as  it  may  be  regarded  by  the  belligerent 
ffrst  accepting  it  as  a  promise  to  itself,  and  a 
threat  oniy  toits^dversary. 

If.  however,  the  arrangement  contemplated .  by 
the  law  should  be  acceptable  to  the  French  Gdv- 
ernment,  you  will  understand  it  to  be  the  purpose 
pf  the  President  not  to  proceed  in  giving  it  effect, 
10  case  the  late  seizure  of  the  property  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  has  been  followed 
by  an  absolute  confiscation,  and  restoration  be 
finally  refused.  The  only  ground  short  of  a  pre- 
liminary restoration  of  the  property,  on  which 
the  contemplated  arrangement  can  be  made,  will 
be  an  understanding  that  ihe  confiscation  is'  re- 
versible, and  that  it  will  become  immediately  the 
subject  of  discussion^  with  a  reasonable  prospect 
of  justice  to  our  injured  citizens. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbe. 

R.  SMITH. 

General  John  ARjiafBONO,  &c. 

4  • 


Mr.  Smith,  Sacretaiy  of  State,  to  Gsn.  Armstrong.  . 

Department  of  State,  July  2, 1810. 
Sir  :    The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  in- 
struction to  Mr.  Pinkney^  bearing  the  same  date 
with  this  letter.    You  will  thence  perceive,  that 


if  the  answer  to  the  British  GoveromeBt  it  i^ 
representation  and  requisition  which  oar Uiiis- 
ter  at  London  mav  make  should  be  ofa  sana- 
tory nature,  it  will  be  transmitted  to  yoa  vitto 
delay. 

In  that  case,  you  will  make  a  pippfr  ok  of* 
for  obtaining  a  repeal  .of  the  Berlin  decree,  iic 
you  will  proceed,  concurrently  with  Mr.  Fiai 
ney,  in  bringing  about  successive  remonkbf  ik 
two  Governments  of  aU  their  predatory  edicts. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  suie  tor» 
that  it  is  deemed  of  great  importaoce  thitfi! 
Ministers  at  foreign  Courts,  and  especialift: 
Paris  and  London,  should  be  kept,  the  ooebyt^ 
other,  informed  of  the  state  of  oorafiairsaiaa 
.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

R.  SMITE 

General  John  Armstrong,  dbe. 


Mr.  Smith,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Gen.  AnDstr96>^ 

Departmbnt  of  State,  Mff  5, 19R 

Sir  :  The  arrival  of  the  Joha  Adams  liro0 
yohr  letters  of  the  1st,  4th,  7thj  add  16tii  Apoi 

From  that  of  the  16lh  April,  it  appetisduK^ 
seizures  of  the  Americao  property  lately  bh^ 
had  heea  followed  up  by  its  aetiul  sale^  udttii 
the  proceeds  had  been  deposited  io  tbeEmpoci 
camt  privd.  You  have  presented  in  sock  j« 
colors  the  enomity  of  this  outrage,  thacI^R 
only  to  signify  to  you  that  the  Preaideot  eDOrelf 
approves  the  step  that  has  been  taken  bjfnw 
that  he  does  not  doubt  that  it  will  be  foiM^ 
you,  or  the  pacaon  who  may  sueceed  j^.^ 
such  further  interpositions  as  may  be  deemed u- 
visable.  He  instructs  yon  particularly  toaii< 
the  French  Government  sensible  of  thedcepm- 
pressioti  made  here  by  so  signal  ao  agflK^'  f 
the  principles  of  justice  and  good  faiiJt.  ud  '^ 
demand  every  reparation  of  which  the  ease  uiv- 
ceptihle.  If  it  be  not  the  purpose  of  the  Fr^ 
Government  to  remove  every  idctoffrieodW»' 
justment  with  the  United  States,  it  woald/flL 
impossible  but  that  a  reconsideratioo  of  this  tio^ 
lent  proceeding  must  lead  to  a  redress  of  it,  as  > 
preliminary  to  a  general  accommodatioo  oi  ^ 
dilferences  between  the  two  countries. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  communication  m 
Mr.  Pinkney,  he  had  not  obtained  from  tbe  i^j^ 
ish  Government  an  acceptance  of  the  cod(1iu» 
on  which  the  French  Government  vaswulii^^ 
concur  in  putting  an  end  to  aU  the  edicts  oi  w^ 
against  our  neutral  commerce.  If  ^^  shoaia^ 
terward  have  succeeded,  you  will,  of  ^^"J?*'^'r 
receiving  information  of  the  fact,  >bio«^^ 
claim  from  the  French  Governoient  ib^^ 
ment  of  its  promise ;  and  by  traosmitttog.^^ . 
suit  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  you  will  coH)penite  wi^*^^ 
in  completing  the  removal  of  all  the  m^ 
str actions  to  our  commerce.  ^ 

Among  the  documents  now  sent  is  j^°  ^ 
copy  of  the  act  of  Congress  repeal  "*  ^^ 
intercourse  law,  but  authorizing  a  f^°®^,%.M 


against  Great  Britain  in  case  France sha^j^P^ 
her  edicts,  and  Great  Briuin  refuse  to  loiww 
example,  and  vice  vena.    You  havebeenaiw 
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oformed  that  the*  President  is  reader  to  exercise 
he  power  Tested  in  him  for  such  a  parpose,  as 
oon  ss  the  occasioa  shall  arise.  Should  tae  other 
xperimeat,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Pinkney,  have 
ailed,  you  will  make  the  act  of  Couf^ress,  and  the 
tisposition  ojf  the  President,  the  suhject  of  a  for- 
nal  communication  to  the  French  Gorernment ; 
md  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  any  ground,  even 
pecious,  on  which  the  overture,  specified  in  the 
ict,  can  be  declined. 

If  the  Don-intercourse  law,  in  any  of  its'mod-< 
fieatioDs,  was  objectionable  to  the  Emperor  of 
be  FreDch,  that  law  no  longer  exists. 

If  he  be  ready,  as  has  been  declared  in  the  lei- 
er  of  the  Duke  of  Cadore  of  February  14th,  to 
io  jQstice  to  the  United  States  in  the  case  of  a 
)ledg;e  on  their  part  not  to  submit  to  the  British 
•diets,  the  opportunity  for  making  good  the  dec- 
aratioQ  is  now  afforded.  Instead  of  aubmisaion, 
he  President  is  ready,  by  renewing  the  non-in-r 
ereourse  ai^nst  Great  Britain  to  oppose  to  her 
)rders  in  Council  a  measure,  which  is  of  a  char- 
leter  that  ought  to  satisfy  any  reasonabk  etpect- 
itioD. 

If  it  should  be  necessary  for  yon  to  meet  the 
laesiioD,  whether  the  oon-intercdurse  will  be  re- 
newed against  Great  Britain  in  casf  she  should 
101  comprehend  in  the  repeal  of  her  edicts  her 
}lockade9,  which  are  not  consistent  with  the  law 
}f  oatioDs,  you  may,  should  it  be  found  neees- 
lary,  let  it  be  understood  that  a  repeal  of  the  ille- 
j^al  bioekades,  of  a  date  prior  to  the  Berlin  de- 
cree, Dameljr,  that  of  May,  1806,  will  belnduded 
A  the  condition  required' of  Great  Britain ;  that 
pariieolar  blockade  having  been  nvowed  to  be 
:omprehended  in,  Knd*of  course  identified  with, 
be  Orders  in  Council.  With  respect  to  block- 
ides,  of  a  subsequent  date  or  not,  against  France. 
fou  will  press  the  reasonableness  ofleaving  themj 
ogether  with  future  blockades,  not  warranted  by 
nibiie  law.  to  be  proceeded  against  by  the  United 
States  in  tae  manner  they  may  choose  to  adopt. 

As  has  been  heretofore  stated  to  yocr,  a  sattafae- 
ory  provision  for  restoring  the  property  lately 
urprised  and  seized,  by  the  order  or  at  the  in- 
taoce  of  the  French  Government,  must  be  eom- 
»Qed  with  a.re[)eal  of  the  French  edicts,  with  a 
iew  to.  a  non-intercourse  with  Great  briuin  i 
ucb  a  provision  being  an  indispensable  evidence' 
j  tbe  just  purpose  of  France  toward  the- United 
Uates.  And  you  will,  moreover,  be  careful,  in 
iraDgiag  such  a  provision  for  that  particolar 
ase  of  spoliations  act  to  weaken  the  groonj  on 
rbieh  a  redress  of^  others  may  be  justly  pursued. 

If  the  act  of  Congress,  which  has  legalized  a 
ree  trade  with  both  the  belligerento,  without 
uarding  against  British  interruptions  of  it  with 
^'raoce,  while  France  cannot  materially  interrupt 
( with  Great  Britain,  be  complained  of,  as  leav- 
^g  the  trade  on  the  worst  possible  footing^  for 
'Vaoce,  and  on  the  best  possible  one  for  Great 
Iritaio.  the  French  Government  nuy  be  remind- 
d  of  the  other  feature  of  the  act,  which  puts  it 
1  their  own  power  to  obtain  either  an  intermp- 
on  of  our  trade  with  Great  Britain,  or  a  recall  of 
er  interruption  of  it  witk  France. 


Among  the  considerations  which  belong  to  this 
subject,  It  may  be  remarked,  that  it  might  hav^ 
been  reasonablv  expected  by  the  Uoit^  States 
that  a  repeal  ot  the  French  decrees  would  have 
resulted  from  the  British  Order  in  Council  of 
April,  1809.  This  order  expressly  revoked  the 
preceding  orders  of  November,  1807,  heretofore 
urged  by  France  in  justification  of  her  decrees, 
and  was  not  only  different  in  its  extent  and  in  its 
details,  but  was  essentially  different  in  its  policy. 

The  policy  of  the -orders  of  1807  was,  by  cut- 
ting off  all  commercial  supplies,  to  retort  on  her 
enemies  the  distress  which  the  French  decree  was 
intended  to  inflict  on  Great  Britain. 

The  policy  of  the  order  of  April,  1809,  if  not 
avowedly,  was  most  certainly  to  prevent  such 
supplies,  by  shutting  out  those  only  which  might 
flow  from  neutral  sources,  in  order  thereby  to  fa- 
vor a  surreptitious  monopoly  t)  Britbh  traders. 
In  order  to  eoanteract  this  poiicy,  it  was  the  man- 
ifest interest  of  France  to  nave  favored  the  rival 
and  cheaper  supplies  tbrough  neutrals ;  instead  of 
which  J  she  has  co-operated  with  the  monopoliz- 
ing views  of  Great  Britain,  by  rigorous  el- 
clusion  of  neutrals  from  her  ports.  She  has,  in 
fact,  reversed  the  operation,  originally  professed 
by  her  decree.  Instead  of  annoying  her  enemy 
at  tbe  expense  of  a  friend,  she  annoys  a  friend 
for  the  benefit  of  her  enemy. 

If  the  French  Governinent  should  accede  to 
the  overture  contained  in  the  act  of  Congress,  by 
repealing  or  so  modifying  its  decrees  as  that  they 
will  cease  to  violate  our  neutral  rights,  you  will, 
if  necessary,  transmit  the  repeal,  properly  authen- 
ticated, to  Mr.  Pinkney,  by  a  special  messenger, 
and  yoU  will  faaaten  and  insure  the  receipt  of  it 
here,  by  engaging  a  vessel,  if  no  equivalent  con- 
veyance should  offer,  to  bring  it  directly  from 
France,  and  by  aendiog  several  copies  to  Mr. 
Pinkney,  to  be  forwarded  from  British  ports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

R.  SMITH. 

General  Jobn  Armstbono,  dbc. 


Mr.  Smith,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Gen.  Armstiong. 

DfiPABTMCNT  OF  State.  July  17^  1810. 

Sib  :  You  will  herewith  receive  duplicates  of 
mv  letters  to  yon  of  the  20th  June,  and  2d  and 
$th  of  July. 

This  despatch  you  will  receive  from  Lieutenant 
Miller  of  the  Navy,  who  is  to  proceed  from  New 
York  in  the  sloop  of  war  the  Hornet.  This  pub- 
lic vessel  ha«  been  ordered  to  England,  and  to 
France,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  transmitting 
despatches  to  you  and  to  our  Minister  in  London, 
but  for  the  furtber  purpose  of  affording  you,  as  welt 
as  him,  a  safe  opportunity  of  conveying  to  this  De- 
partmenr,  before  the  next  meeting  of  Congreis, 
lull  information  of  the  ultimate  policy,  in  relation 
to  the  United  States,  of  the  Govetnmentaof  Eng- 
land and  France.  And.  with  a  view  to  insure 
her  return  to  the  Uniteol  States  in  due  season,  her 
commanding  officer  has  received  orders  not  to 
remain  in  any  port  of  Europe  after  the  1st  dajr  of 
October  at xt.  With  respect,  therefore,  to  tbe  time 
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you  wiil  d(>taiD  Mr.  Miller  in  Paris,  yoa  will  be 
influ^Qced  by  the  ioforiDation  which  yoa  may 
receive  from  him  as  to  the  orders  he  may  have 
ftom  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Hornet.  . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.o. 

R.  SMITH. 

General  John  Armstrong,  &fe. 


Extracts — Mr.  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Smith. 

Parib,  August  5, 1810. 

1  had  thi9  morning  the  honor  of  receiving  the 
enclosed  note  from  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  inform- 
ing me  that  the  Imperial  decrees  of  Berlin  and 
Muan  are  revoked.  I  shall  communicate  this 
fact  as  promptly  as  possible  te.Mr.  Piokney. 

I  shah  obtain  a  specific  revocation  of  the  de« 
cree  of  the  23d  of  ^arch  last ;  hut  it  ought  to  be 
known  to  you  tha^  this  decree  faaa  bad  no  opera* 
tion  since  my  first  unofficial  communicaHon  of 
the  law  of  the  1st  of  May. 


[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Armstrong's  letter  of  August  5.] 
The  Puke  of  Cadore  to  Geneial  Armstrong. 

Paris.  August  5j  1810. 

Sir:  I  have  laid  before  His  Majesty,  the  Erh'* 
peror  and  King,  the  act  of  Congre^  of  the  1st  of 
May,  taken  from  the  Gazette  of  the  United  States, 
which  you  have  sent  to  me. 

His  Majesty  could  have  wished  that  this  act, 
and  all  the  other  acts  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  which  interest  France,  had  always 
been  officiallv  made  known  to  him.  In  general^ 
be  has  only  nada  knowledge  of  them  indirectly, 
and  after  a  long  interval  of  tine.  There  have  re- 
sulted from  this  delay  serious  inconveniences, 
which  Would  not  have  existed  if  these  acts  had 
bMi  promptly  and  officially  communicated. 

The  Emperor  hajd  applauded  the  general  em* 
bargo  laid  hy  the  United  States  on  all  their  ves- 
sels, because  that  measure,  if  it  has  been  prejudi- 
cial to  France,  had  in  it  at  leairt  nothing  offensive 
to  her  honor.  It  has  caused  her  to  lose  her  colo* 
nies  of  Martinique,  Guadaloupe,  and  Cayenne; 
the  Emperor  has  not  complained  of  it.  He  has 
made  this  sacrifice  to  the  principle  which  had 
determined  the  Americans  to  lay  the  embargo, 
inspiring  them  with  the  noble  resolution  of  inter- 
dicting to  themselves  the  ocean,  rather  than  to 
submit  to  the  laws  of  those  who  wished  to  make 
themselves  the  tyrants  (Us  dominoteurs)  of  it. 

The  act  of  1st  March  has  raised  the  embargo., 
^d  substituted  for  it  a  measure  the  mo^t  injurious 
to  the  interests  of  France.  -  . 

This  act.  of  which  the  Emperor  knew  nothing^ 
^ntil  very  lately,  interdicted  to  Americtin  yeteelt 
the  cammerce  of  France,  at  the  time  it  (authorised 
that  to  Spain,  Naples,  and  Holland,  that  is  to  say, 
to  the  countries  under  French  influeace.  and  de» 
Qounced  confiscation  against  all  Fi*ench.  vessels 
i^hich  should  enter  the  ports  of  America*  Re- 
prisal was  a  right,  and  commanded  by  the  dignity 
of  France,  a  circumstance  on  which  it  was  im* 
nossible  to  make  a  compromise  {de  transiger.) 
The  sequestnttion  of  all   the  American  ves- 


sels in  France,  has  been  the  necessary  o&se* 
quence  of  the  measure  taken  by  Congress. 

Now  Congress  retrace  their  steps,  frerl^  ae 
seSpcts  /)  they  revoke  the  act  of  the  1st  of  Mtrcfi; 
the  ports  of  America  are  open  to  French  eosh 
merce,  and  France  is  no  longer  interdicted  to  the 
Americans ;  in  short,  Congress  engages  to  oppoe 
itse4f  to  that  one  of  the  belligerenc  Powers  wbidi 
should  refuse  to  acknowledge  the  right  of  oeotrik 

In  this  new  state  of  things,  I  am  aotbo^iz^jl9 
declare  to  you,  sir,  that  the  decrees  of  Berlin  ad 
Milan  are  revoked,  and  that  after  the  1st  of  No- 
vember they  will  cease  to  have  effect ;  it  beio? 
understood  that,  in  consequence  of  this  dtchn- 
tion,  the  Bdglish  shall  revoke  their  Orders  i: 
Councilmans  reqouncethe  new  principles  of  block- 
ade, Which  they  have  .wished  to  establish;  ortki 
the  United  States,  coofbrmably  to  the  ad  f(a 
have  just  communicated,  shall  cause  their  ri^u 
to  be  respected  by  the  En|[Iish. 

It  is  with  the  most  particular  sattsfactioo.  % 
that  I  make  known  to  you  this  dHermioatioa  of 
the  Emperor.  His  Majesty  loves  the  Ameriass. 
Their  prosperity  and  their  cominerce  are  wltm 
the  scop^  of  his  policy. 

The  iadenendence  of  America  is  one  of  & 
principal  titles  of  glory  to  France.  Sioee  iht 
epoch,  the  Emperor  is  pleased  in  aggraDdiziogsk 
United  States,  and,  under  all  circumstances,  ibit 
which  can  contribute  to  the  indepeodeoce,  to  rlie 
prosperity,  and  the  liberty  of  the  Amerieafi^  il^e 
fiSmperot  will  consider  as  conformable  withtbeia* 
*terest8  of  his  Empire. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  high  cossii- 
eraiion, 

CH  AMPAGNY,  Due  de  Qukfft 

His  Bxc'y  Gkn.  Armstrong,  &e. 


General  Armstrong  to  the  Duke  of  Cadore.  [No  djt&j 

Sir  :  The  cmcloaed  copy  of  the  law  of  the  Udi- 
ted  States  of  the  1st  of  l&y  last,  has  been  tms* 
mitted-to  me  officiaUy  by  toe  Secretary  of  Stitf, 
and  I  hasten  to  lay  it  before  Tour  EiceReoer.  ^ 
will  supply  any  want  of  authenticitf  which  aif 
be  found  in  that  already  communicated. 

In  making  this  second  commnnicatioD  of  tke 
law,  I  Cannot  but  recall  to  your  recoilertioa » 
inference  injurious  either  to  my  Qoveromeetff 
to  inyself,  which  may  be  drawn  from  the  ii^ 
paragraph  of  the  letter  you  did  me  the  hoDor  0 
write  to  me  on  the  3th  instant,  in  this  paragnp 
it  is  said :  "^  S.  M.  avrait  d^ir6  que  eet  acte. « 
tcus  lee  autres  actesdu  Qoavemement  dcsEitc 
Unis,  qui  penvent  int^resaer  la  France,  lai  (V* 
sent  totfjours  tit  notifies  oflBciellemeaL  Eng^ 
6ral,  die  n'en  a  eu  eonnaiasance  quHodireetem^Bt. 
et  aprts  an  long  tDlervalle  dn  temps.  II  rNltt 
de  ee  retard  des  ineonveniens  grave,  qui  o  >"'* 
aient  pas  lieu,  si  ces  actea  et^ient  promptenit"^ 
et  officiellement  communiques.^  l"  His  Msj^if 
could  have  wished,  that  this  act  and  all  theoilter 
acts  of  the  Government  of  the  United  Stiie^ 
which  interen  Franee,  had  ail  ways  beeaoieiuir 
made  known  to  him.  In  ^neral,  he  has  ooif  bm 
a  kaovledge  of  them  iadirectly,  and  after  >  <^ 
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Dterval  of  time.  There*  bkve  reivited  frmn  this 
lelay  serioos  ineooveniences,  whioh %  wouM  ik^ 
lave  eiisted,  if  tbete  acta  hiul  been  firomptly  md 
iffieially  eoiniDaDieated."J 

From  these  words  it  may  be  inferred,  either  thai 
he  United  States  have  been  habttuaHy  oegligeRt 
D  transBiitttDg  to  meeoch  of  their  acts  aseoactro 
fraiMie,  or  that  I  have  neglected  to  perform  my 
!aty,  in  not  presentinip  thpse  acts  with  safiEieient 
oromptitade. 

Id  looking  back  on  the  poblic  measotHBM  of  the 
Jotted  States,  whidh  in  any  way  int^est  France, 
find  hot  the  following,  viz:     . 

1st.  An  act  probibitfngeommerciai  intercourse 
etween  the  Uaft^  States  and  Bu  Domingo* 

2L  An  act  laying  an  .embargo  on  the  sfiips  (mt 
ther  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

3d.  An  act  prohibiting  ail  commercial  inter- 
ourse  between  the  United  States  and  France.  * 

4th.  An  ariangetneot  made  between  the  Sec* 
itary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  and  tbci  Min* 
tier  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  at  Washington  $ 
od, 

5th.  The  late  aet  of  the  1st  of  ,May.  Now  of 
M9e,a!l  have  been  presented  officially;  and,  niak- 
\%  a  proper  allowance  for  the  remoteness  bf  the 
United  States  from  France,  with  sufficient  prompt 
tade, excepting  the  last,  wliteh  (from  causes  xm- 
Down  tome)  did  aot  reach  Paris  until  yesterday. 
'our  Ezeelleney  can  at  any  rime  ascertain  the 
>rrectne8s  of  this  statemeiit  by  referring  to  the 
chives  of  yodr  own  Departmeat. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4^. 

JQHN  ARMSTRONG. 


£xtraci^]ifr.  Annstioag  to  Mr.  S^tiu 

Paris,  Sep^.'lO,  1810. 

Since  the  date  bf  my  last  despatch,  (by  Mr. 
iJvis,)  nothing  has  occurred  worth  communica* 
ig,  on  til  yesterday,  when  I  received  the  letter 
Mn  the  Duke  of  Cadere,  of  which  No.  1  (en« 
osed)  is  a  copy.  By  this  it  will  be  seen  that 
e  decree  of  Rambouillet  is  not  in  operation,  and 
at  American  ships,  entering  the  ports  of  France 
fore  the  1st  of  November  next,  will  be  judged 
ider  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  of  Milan. 
^0,  %  is  the  copy  of  a  note  written  to  Mr.  Obam- 
j^y,  with  a  view  of  drawing  from  himsome- 
iog  explicit  on  the  poibt  of  which  it  treats.  The 
8t  of  these  may  appear  to  have  been  useless, 
ler  the  declaration  of  that  Minister,  that  Amer- 
in  ships,  which,  will  hereafter  arrive  in  the  porta 

France,  shall  not  be  subject  to  confiscation  ; 
t  understanding  from  the  Council  of  Prizes, 
ftt,  until  some  act  be  taken  which  had  tfie  effect 
recalling  by  name  the  decree  of  the  23d  March 
tt,  they  must  continue  to  consider  it  both  as  ex* 
ing  and  operative,  and  of  course,  binding  npon 
cm,  I  hastened  to  present  the  subject  agiim,and 

a  form  which  leaves  no  room  for  misnnder* 
ending. 

SerrBMBBR  12. 

1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  two  letters 
>iA  the  Duke  of  Cadote,  one  of  which  is  an  a&* 


swer  to  mv  note  of  the  8th  iastaat.    To  tha  quea- 

tlon,  whether  we  had  anything^  to  expect  in  repa«* 
ration  for  pdst  throngs  ?  they  reply,  that  their  aot 
being  of  reprisal,  the  law  of  reprisal  must  govern : 
in  other  words,  that,  if  you  confacate  French 
property  under  the  la;io  of  non-itUerantrte,  they 
wilt  confiscate  your  property  under  their  decree 
(^  RamSouiUet,  The  words  underscored  are  tfa^ 
verbal  explaaatioh  which  accompanied  the  letter. 
I  set  out  this  dav  for  Bordeaux,  (on  my  way  to 
the  United  Stales,)  and  hope  to  begin  my  voyage 
ffom  that  port  on  the  1st  October  next. 


[Referred   to  in  Mr.  Armstrong's  despatch  of  Sspt. 

.     10,1810.] 

No.  1. 

»       .   The  Duke  of  Cadore  to  Mr.  Armstrong. 

PAais  Sept.  7. 1810. 

Sir  :  Yoa  have  done  me  the  honor  to  ask  of 
me,'by  your  letter  of  the  20th  August,  what  will 
be  -the  lot  of  the  American  vessels  which  may  ar- 
rive in  France  before  the  l?t  of  November  ? 

His  Majesty  has  always  wbhed  to  favor  ti|e'. 
commerce  of  the  United  Slates.  It  aras  not  with- 
out reloctaacie  that  he  used  reprisal  towards  the 
Americans,  while  he  aaw  that  Congres!^  had  or- 
dered the  confiscation  of  all  French  vessels  whicb 
might  arrive  in  the  United  States. 
.  It  apneara  that  Congress  might  have  spared  to 
His  M^je^ty  and  ^is  subjects  this  mortifioationi 
(ee  ddeagrimeni)  if;  in  place  of  that  harsh  and  de- 
cisive measure,  which  left  to  France  no  choice, 
they  had  used  some  palliative,  such  ^^  that  of  noi 
receiving  French  vessels,  or  of  sending  them 
away  after  a  delay  of  so  many  days* 

As  soon  as  His  Majesty  was  informed  of  this 
hostile  ac^  he  felt  that  the  honor  of  France,  in« 
volved  in  this  point,  pould  not  be  cleansed  (ne 
poavait  Ure  lavi)  but  by  a  declaration  of  war, 
which  could  not  take  place  but  by  tedious  expla- 
nati^ma. 

The  Emperor  contented  himself  with  making 
reprisals,  and,  in  consequence,  be  appUed.to  Amer- 
ican vessels  which  came  tq  France,  or  to  the 
eoiintries  occupied  by  the  French  armies,  word 
for  word,  the  regulations  of  the  act  of  Congress. 

Since  the  last  measures,  by  which  that  hostile 
aet  is  repealed.  His  Majesty  hastens  to  cause  it  to 
be  made  kooWn  to  you.  that  he  anticipates  that 
which  may  re-establish  narmony  with  the  United 
States  and  that  he  repeals  his  decree  of  Berlii^ 
and  Milan,  under  the  conditions  pointed  out  in 
my  letter  to  y^ou  of  t^e  5th  August. 

During  this  interval,  the  American  vessels 
which  shall  arrive  in  France  will  not  be  subjected 
to  confiscatioo,  because  the  act  of  Congress  which 
had  served  as  a  motive  to  our  reprisals,  is  repealed  } 
bux  these  ve«selti  will  be  subjected  to  all  the  effects 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees ;  that  is  to  8ay« 
they  will  be  treated  amicably,  if  they  can  be  con- 
sidered as  Aroerieaos,  and  hostilely,  if  they  have 
lost  their  national  character,  {e^ile  ae  emt  laimi 
difMionaUsde)  by  submitting  lo  the  Orders  ia 
Oountfil  of  the  British  Government. 
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I  htve  the  hoao^  to  reneiRj  to  yoo,  sir,  the  asM- 
nnee  of  mj  hiffh  coBsidermtioo.- 

CH AMPAGN Y,  Due  de  Cadart. 
His  Bze'y  Gen.  Armstrong,  Sx. 

No.  2. 

[Refsired  to  in  Mr.  AmistroDg's  despatch  of  Sept  10.J 

Geaerml  Annstronff  to  the  Duke  of  Ctdore. 

Pabis,  Sept.  7, 1810. 

Sir  :  Your  Bzcelleney  will  not  tDijik  me  iin- 
portonate^  if  I  shouid -employ  the  last  moments  of 
my  stay  in  Paris  in  seexing  an  explicit  declara- 
tion on  the  following  points : 

IsL  Has  the  decree  of  His  Majesty  of  the  33d 
of  March  last,  enjoioio^  acts  of  reprisal  agaioat 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  on  accoant  of 
th4»ir  late  law  of  non-interconrse,  heen  recalled  7 

2d.  What  will  be  the  operation,  on  the  vessels 
of  the  United  States,  of  His  Majesty ^s  decrees  of 
July  last,  forbidding  the  departure  of  neutjal  ships 
from  ports  of  Franeej  unless  ptorided  with  im- 
perial licenses?  Are  these  licenses  merely  sob* 
stUutes  for  clearances;  or  do  they  prescribe  reg* 
ulations  to  be  observed  by  the  holders  of  them 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States? 

Do  they  confine  the  permitted  intercourse  to 
two  parts  only  of  the  said  States;  and  do  they 
enjoin  that  all  shipments  be  made  on  French  ae* 
count  exclusively  ? 

Is  it  His  Majesty^s  will,  that  the  seizures  made 
in  the  ports  of  Spaio,  and  otker  places,  on  the 
principle  of  reprisal,  shall  become  a  subject  of 
present  or  future  negotiation  between  the  two 
uovernments ;  or,  are  the  acts  already  laken  by 
His  Majesty  to  be  regarded  as  conelusive  against 
remuneration  ? 

I  need  not  surest  to  your  Excellency  the  in- 
terest that  both  Crovernments  have  in  the  answers 
that  may  be  given  to  these  questions,  and  how 
nearly  connected  they  are  with  the  good  under* 
standing  which  ou^nt  to  exist  between  them. 
AAer  the  great  step  lately  taken  by  His  Majesty, 
towards  an  accommodation  of  difierenc«s,  we  are 
not  at  liberty  to  suppose  that  any  new  considera- 
tion will  arise,  which  shall  either  retard  or  pre- 
vent the  adoption  of  measures  necessary  to  a  fall 
restoration  of  the  commercial  intercourse  and 
friendly  relations  of  the  two  Powers. 

I  cannot  omit  expressing,  on  this  occasion,  the 
sense  I  shall  carry  with  me  of  the  many  obliga* 
tions  I  am  personally  under  to  your  Excellency, 
and  of  the  very  high  consideratipn  with  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

His  Exc'y  the  Duke  of  Cadorb,  dtc. 

[Referred  to  in  Mr.  Armstrong's  despatch  of  Sept.  10.] 
The  Duke  of  Cadore  to  Mr.  Annstiongb 

Paris,  iSep^.  12, 1810. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th 
September.  That  which  i  wrote  to  you  the  same 
day  answered  the  first  of  the  questions  you  put  to 
me.  I  will  add  to  what  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
write  to  you,  that  t)ie  decree  of  the  23d  BAarch 


Id  10,  which  ordered  reprisals,  in  eoaaequetteof 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  tst  March,  1806,  m 
repealed^  as  soon  as  we  were  iafbrned  of  tbtih 
maI  of  the  act  of  non-intereoorae  passed  againt 
France. 

On  your  second  question.  I  hastea  to  detUres 
yon,,  that  American  vessels,  loaded  with  mtnkk 
dise,  the  growth  of  the  American  profioees,r] 
be  received  without  difficulty  in  the  porutf 
France,  provided  they  have  not  suffered  their li| 
to  lose  its  national  character,  by  submiiUB^t* 
the  acts  of  the  British  Council :  Lhev  may,  islib 
manner,  depart  from  the  ports  of  Fraaee.  Tkt 
Emperor  has  given  licenses  to  Americas  ftak 
It  is  the  only  flag  which  has  obtaioed  tkeo.  Ii 
this  His  Majesty  has  intended  to  ffive  a  proof «' 
the  respect  he  loves  to  show  to  the  Americui. 
If  he  is  somewhat  dis^tisfied  (peuMOtafaik)  ik 
they  have  not  as  yet  been  B^t  to  saeceed  a 
causioff  their  flag  to  be' respected,  at  least  be xs 
with  measure  thai  they  are  far  from  aebovlci' 
ging  tne  tyranical  principle  of  English  legislaaA 

The  American  vessels  which  may  be  loaded  a 
accoant  of  Frenchmen,  or  on  account  of  Asa- 
cans,  will  be  admitted  into  the  ports  of  Fiua 
As  to  the  merchandise  confiscated,  itksriatbta 
.  eonfiscated  as  a  measure  of  reprisal,  the  pno* 
pies  of  reprisal  must  be  the  Uw  ia  that  afiii. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  yon,  sir,  ibe  u- 
snrance  of  my  high  consideration. 

CHAMP AQNY,  DucdeCaim, 

His  Exc'y  Qen.  Abmstiioiio,  d^. 


General  Armstrong  to  .Mr.  Pinkiuj. 

< 

BoROEAnx,  SaOember  29,  ISia 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  ^  lasmnt  fooodneit 

this  place,  and  on  the  point  of  embarking  for  tk 

United  States.    I  hasten,  therefore,  (o  giretti: 

an  immediate  answer. 

There  was  no  error/  in  my  represcntatiot  u 

Jron,  nor  in  your  representation  to  Lord  Wells- 
ey,  of  the  words,  or  of  the  meaning,  as  1  lak- 
sund  it,  of  the  Dnke  of  Cadore's  note  to  iDe ;  w 
indeed,  do  either  of  these  appear  to  be  resdilf  sa- 
ceptible  of  mistake.  The  former,  no  doobi, » 
tract,  in  the  most  positive  terms,  the  Berlin  u^ 
Milan  decrees,  and,  of  course,  tne  prioeipies  a 
which  these  decrees  Were  founded ;  aodJa  doits 
-ao,  assuredly  give  us  a  fair  claim  on  His  Brittaac 
Majesty  for  a  fulfilment  of  the  promise  madetf 
his"  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  our  Qorerstses^ 
the  28d  of  February.  1808;  It  would,  hov«« 
appear,  by  Lord  Weliesley's  letter  to  jm  of  (k 
3ist  ultimo,  that  the  British  Cabinet  has  gird  i 
new  version  to  this  promise  of  His  Majestf,iM 
that,  as  a  preUminary  to  iu  exeeutioo,  it  is  of* 
required,  not  merely  that  the  priocipiss  ^m 
had  rendered  necessary  the  British  sptem  skosli 
be  retracted,  but  that  the  repeal  of  the  Freoei 
decrees  should  have  actually  bep^un  to  openly 
and  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations  (geD^"T' 
should  have  been  restored  to  the  coodiuoa  s 
which  it  stood  previously  to  the  promulgatioo  > 
these  decrees.  It  would  also  appear,  from  dlDe^ 
ent  passages  in  your  letter,  that  this  deritaf< 
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itdaiioM  with  fVonei*. 


rum  the  original  promise  of  His  Majestr  grew 
at  oft  sQpposition  that  the  recall  of  tiie  Freoeh 
ecrees  implied  a  contemporaneous  cessation  of 
he  British  Orders  in  ConncU  of  NoTember,  1807, 
od  a  repeal  before  the  IsC  day  of  Norember  next 
fall  proclamation  blockades  of  France,  dbc.  &c. 
rban  this  construction  nothing  can,  in  my  opinion, 
e  more  erroneous.  Were  the  repeal  of  the  French 
ecrees  dependent  alone  on  what  Qreat  Britain 
lay  do.  the  supposition  would  have  in  it  some 
olor  01  reasonableness;  but  as  the  conditions  of 
I  present  an  alternatife,  one  side  of  which  de- 
leods,  not  on  the  will  of  His  Britannic  Majesty 
t  all,  but  altogether  on  that  of  the  United  States, 
ad  whicli  cannot  be  adopted  by  them  until  after 
be  Ist  of  No? ember  next,  it  neeessariiy  follows 
bat  the  conditions  are  not  precedent,  as  has  been 
apposed,  but  subsequent,  as  I  represent  them. 
This  reasoning  will  receive  illustration  from  a 
»laio  and  nnsc^istieated  statement  of  the  Duke 
f  Cadore's  declaration,  rix :  that  the  Berlin  and 
liUn  decrees  will  cease  to  openrte  after  the  1st 
kj  of  Noirember  next,  on  oue  of  two  conditions ; 
ither  that  Great  Britain  shall  reroke  faer  Orders 
D  Council,  so  ht'  as  they  Violate  the  maritime 
igbu  of  (he  United  States,  or  that,  refusing  to 
lo  so,  the  United  States  shall  nrire  towards  her 
lertaiQ  sections  of  their  late  oon-intercourseJaw, 
!onformably  taan  act  of  Congress  of  the  1st  May 
ast.  In  this  we  find  nothing  of  a.coatempora- 
leoDs  cessation  of  the  Frencn  decreerand  Brit* 
sh  Orders  in  Council,  nor  that  the  blockadin  of 
i^rance  most  be  recalled  before  the  1st  day  of  No- 
rember  next ;  indeed,  the  very  reverse  is  to  be 
ouod  there ;  for  it  contains  an  express  engage- 
oent  the  decrees  shall  cease,  if  the  United  States 
lo  a  certain  act,  which  all  toe  world  knows  they 
lannot  do  till  after  that  day.  These  remarks 
Day  derive  some  additional  force  from  the  con- 
ents  of  my  letter  by  Mr.  Masson,  which  will,  I 
tope,  show  that  the  concessions  made  by  France 
0  the  United  States  are  at  least  sufficiently  »ub- 
itantial  to  iorite  from  Great  Britain  some  mea- 
uresof  a  character  equally  conciliatory,  and  that, 
earoestiy  desirioff  to  see  the  commerce  of  the 
vorid  restored  to  that  freedom  which  is  necessary 
0  its  prosperitv,'-  and  no  more  hesitating  to  fol- 
ow  the  good  than  she  has  done  to  follow  the  bad 
txampte  of  her  neighbor  and  rival,  she  will  gb  on 
0  declare  that  her  Orders  in  Council,  dtc.  shall 
ease  after  the  1st  day  of  Nofember  next,  on  con- 
ition,  either  that  France  shall  have  actually 
rithdrawn  her  offensive  decrees  on  that  day,  or 
hat,  if  she  refuse  to  do  so,  the  United  States  shall 
Toceed  to  enforce  against  her  their  late  non-in- 
ercourse  law. 

In  view  of  the  subiect,  nothing  short  of  this  can 
»e  considered  a  sufficient  pledge  on  the  part  of 
he  British  Government,  which,  unlike  that  of 
France,  presents  no  alternative  in  the  conditions 
)D  which  her  Orders  in  Council  shall  be  repealed, 
md  which,  of  course^  in  no  way  makes  tnat  re« 
>eal  to  depend  on  an  act  which  would  be  alto- 
gether that  of  the  United  States.     I  have,  dbc. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Hia  Exc^y  Wtt<LiAii  Pincnbt,  dte. 


Bztraetrof  a  kMtor  tnm  Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  RoskU. 

October  7, 1810. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  mention  that,  as  it  will 
be  obviously  prudent,  even  if  it  be  not  absoluteljr 
necessary,  to  furnish  me  with  all  such  further  evi- 
dence as  can  conveniently  be  gained,  confirma- 
tory of  our  expectation  that  the  French  repeal  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  will  take  effect  oft 
the  1st  of  November,  I  beg  you  to  transmit  me 

such  evidence  if ,  and  as  soon  as  it  shall  be 

gained. 

It  may  be  yet  more  important  to  send  me,  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible,  after  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, the  most  decisive  proof  in  your  power  that 
the  repeal  has  taken  effect,  at  least  an  official  let;* 
ter  from  you  to  me  stating  that  fact. 


Extract — ^Mr.  8mi|h,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Geiueral 

Armstroag. 

•  Dbpabtmbiit  op  Stats, 

November  2, 1810. 

You  will  herewith  receive  a  printed  copy  of 
the  proclamation,  which,  cooforluably  to  the  act 
of  Congress,  has  been  issued  by  the  President  on 
the  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  ; . 
you  will,  however^  let  the  French  Gto  vera  meat 
understand  that  this  has  been  done  on  the  ground 
that  the  repeal  of  these  decrees  does  involve  an 
extinguishment  of  all  the  edicts  of  France  ac- 
tually violating  our  neutral  rights,  and  that  the 
resertrations  under  the  expressioii  "  it  being  un- 
derstood,''  are  not  conditions  precedent,  affecting 
the  operation  of  the  repeal;  and  on  the  ground 
also  that  the  United  States  are  not  pledged  aeainst 
the  blockades  of  Great  Britam,  beyond  mat  is 
stated  in  m^  letter  to  you  of  the  5ih  Julv.  It  is 
to  be  remarked,  moreover,  that  in  Issuing  tne  proc- 
lamation it  has  been  presumed  that  the  requisi- 
tion contained  in  that  letter,  on  the  subject  of  the 
sequestered  property  will  have  been  satisfied. 
This  presumption  is  not  only  favored  by  the  nat- 
ural connexion  of  the  policy  and  justice  of  a  re- 
versal of  that  sequestration  with  the  repeal  of  the 
decrees,  but  is  strengthened  by  concurrent  ac- 
counts, through  difierent  chanUels,  that  such  pro- 
perty as  has.  been  sequestered  has  been  actually 
restored. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  my  last  letter  to  Mr. 
Pinkney  of  the  19ta  ultimo,  will  afford  you  a 
distinct  view  of  the  line  of  conduct  preseoted  to 
him  in  relation  to  the  British  orders  and  block- 
ades. 

This  despatch  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  one 
of  the  officers  of  the  United  States^  frigate  Essex, 
who  will  have  orders  to  return  to  his  ship'as  soou 
as  he  shall  have  received  such  despatches  as  you 
may  deem  it  necessary  to  transmit  to  this  Depart- 
ment, 


Mr.  Smith  to  Geneial  Armstrong. 

Department  of  State, 
November  5,  IBIO. 
'  StR :  As  the  ground  on  which  the  French  Gov- 
ernment has  .deemed  it  expedient  to  place  the 
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reroeadon  of  iia  deefees  may  tufgatt  to  it  tke 
farther  pretext  of  reqairing  a  restoration  of  ibe 
French  property  seized  here  aoder  the  non-inler- 
eoDrse  law,  as  a  coDdition  to  their  restoring  the 
Americaa  property  coodemaed  or  sequestered 
upder  the  French  decree  of  March,  you  are  au- 
thorized, io  case  a  restoration  can  be  thus,  and 
not  otherwise,  obtained,  to  acqujesce  in  such  4in 
arrangement,  and,  if  necessary,  to  gire  to  such 
arrangement  a  conventional  lorm  requiring  the 
sanction  of  the  Senate.  You  will,  however^ 
tftke  care  to  avoid  any  expressions  implyin£[  an 
ackndwiedgemeat,  on^  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  non«-int6rcourse  law,  which  was 
not  retrospective,  has  any  analogy  to  the  French 
decree,  the  injustice  of  which  essentially  consists 
in  it$  retfospecxive  operation.  In  truth,  the  ar- 
rangement, on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  will 
be  little  more  than  nominal,  as  will  appear  bythft 
enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. It  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  the 
third  sectioH  of  the  act  of  May,  for  the  recovery 
Of  fdrfef tares  under  the  non-interconrse  law,  con- 
templated violations  by  our  own  citizens,  rather 
diaa  French  violaiiona,  which  could  not  have 
beta  of  sufficiem  importance  to  have  called  for 
such  a  provision,  pointing  particnlarly  at  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4bc. 

R.  SMITH. 

Gen.  John  Arm8troag,  ^. 


Mr.  Russell  to  the  Secretary  of  8ute. 

Paris,  December  4,  ISIO. 

Sir  :  This  serves  merely  to  cover  a  copy  of  my 
letter  to  Mr.  Pinkney  of  the  1st  of  this  month  j 
since  that  time  nothing  has. come  to  my  knowl- 
edge to  affect  the  statemeiU  which  it  contains.  It 
it  my  duty,  however^  to  say  that  I  have  not  learned 
the  occurrence  of  any  case  to  which  the  Berlin 
imd  Milan  decrees  could  be  applied. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4bc, 

JON.  RUSSELL. 

Hon.  R.  Suits,  Secretary  qfSKate, 


IMtntA  to  In  Mr.  Basself^e  letter  of  Dee.  4,  1810.} 
Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  nnkney. 

Paris,  December  1, 1810. 
Sir:  As  nothing  has  transpired  here  of  suf- 
Sclent  importance  to  be  communicated  by  a  spe- 
cial messenger,  and  as  no  safe  private  conveyance 
has  hitherto  presented  itself,  I  have  delayed,  till 
now,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters 
under  date  of  the  7th  and  28th  of  October. 
^  No  event  within  my  knowledse  has  occurred, 
either  before  or  since  Uie  1st  o?  November,  to 
vary  the  construction  given  by  us  to  the  very 
positive  and  precise  assurances  of  the  Duke  of 
Cadore  on  the  5th  August,  relative  to  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees..    That  these 
decrees  have  not  been  exeeuied  for'  an  entire 
month  on  any  vessel  arriving  during  that  time  in 
any  of  the  pirts  of  France,  may,  when  connected 
with  the  terms  in  which  their  revocation   was 
announced,  fortify  the  presumption  that  they  have 
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oeaaed  to  optrate.  I  know,  indeed,  of  m  bncr 
evidence  than  this,  which  the  negative  duKtB 
of  the  case  admits,  or  l|ow  the  aon-exbtMcta 
an  ediot  can  be  proved,  except  by  the  pronil^ 
lion  of  its  repeal  and  its  sobsequeat  Doo^eck- 
tion. 

Our  attention  here  is  now  turned  towirds  Eig- 
land  and  the  United  Sutee.  The  perfonoMt 
of  one  of  the  eonditiona  on  which  the  rerontMi 
of  the  ^eereee  was  predicated,  and  wbiek  he- 
sential  to  render  it  permanent,  is  aaziosslf  a- 
pected ;  and  it  is  devoutly  to  be  wbhed  tkttS^- 
Und,  by  evincing  the  sincerity  of  her  fomcfpn- 
fessions,  may  save  the  United  States  fron  ttMM* 
oessity  of  4-eeortiag  to  the  raeaaitces  which eicti- 
siv^y  depend  on  them. 

.  I  need  not  suggest  to  you  the  iin^isiM  c 
transmitttng  hither,  as  early  as  possible,  uj» 
formation  of  a  decided  character  which  yos  otj 
possess  relative  to  this  subject,  as  ao  inpitieKt 
IS  already  beCirayed  here  to  learn  thatofkeoriis 
other  of  the  ooaditions  has  been  perforDcd. 

I  am,  aiti  with  great  respect,  4«. 

JON.  EUSSELL 

His  Exc'y  Wm.  Pinutry,  Esq. 


Jonathan  "kasseO,  Esq.,  Charg^  d*A&ires  of  the  h- 
ted  States  si  Psris,  to  Mr.  Smith. 

Paris,  December  11,  ISiO. 

Sib:  On  the  evening  of  the  9th  aHiBil 
learned  that  the  Essex  frisate  had  arri  red  it  L'Or- 
lent  on  the  4th,  and  had  been  pat  aoder  qui* 
antine  for  five  days  for  the  want  ofabtllofba:^ 
during  which  time  the  messenger  is  ootalloved 
to  come  on  shore.  At  the  same  time  thit  I  re- 
ceived this  intelligence,  I  was  also  ioformedihi^ 
briff  I^ew  Orleans  Packet  was  seized  atBordoai, 
unaer  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decreev^P^^^^^ 
tor  of  the  customs  at  that  place.  The  simula' 
neous  occurrence  of  these  two  event*  foroei^ 
mj  opinion^  a  crisis  which  required  a  proppi^ 
cision  of  this  Government.  Under  this  iof^ 
sion,  I  immediatelv  addressed  to  the  DubofCi 
dore  the  note  of  which  the  enclosed  isaoopf.ui 
in  which  I  thought  it  politic  to  reraoasuate  w^i^ 
firmness  against  the  proceedings  of  the  dirrctitt 
of  the  customii  at  Bordeaux,  and  to  leave  the  Gor* 
ernment  here  at  liberty  to  disavow  them.  Tiit 
disavowal,  however,  I  am  perstiaded,  depends  et- 
tirely  on  tne  nature  of  the  despatches  broazbt^r 
the  Essex.  I  feel,  therefore,  the  most  lirelr  ta- 
xiety  to  receive  them.  In  the  mean  tiDie,Igif< 
this  letter  a  chance  of  reaching  you  by  a  ressft 
about  leaviuff  Bordeaux  for  New  York. 

Since  my  Tast^he  Hanseatic  tovos  hare  beet 
annexed  to  this  Empire.  . 

f  have  informed  Mr.  Pinknev  of  the  arriTi^ « 
the  Essex,  and  suggested  to  him  the  uos^m) 
that  the  proclamation  of  the  President  W  come 
out  by  her,  in  order  that  he  might,  if  he  thoogbj 
proper,  make  a  final  attempt  to  obtaia  a  repw 
of  the  Orders  in  Council  while  it  was  fet  u)  «>< 
power  of  the  British  Ministr v  to  do  it  with  a^« 
grace.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc  „,, 
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ftefened  to  in  Mi.  Ra«eUy  despatch,  of  December   QO  t^  part  of  tbe  United  Sittee,  theiie  has  been 


U,  1810.] 
Mc  RaeeeU  to  the  Dvke  of  Oedore. 

Paris,  Deoember  10, 1810. 

Sir;  I -have  thi$  momeot  learned  that  the 
Imeriean  brig,  the  New  Orleans  Packet,  lately 
rrived  at  Bordeaax,  has,  with  her  cargo,  the  bona 
de  property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
aden  at  the  port  of  New  York,  been  seized  %y 
be  director  of  the  customs  under  the  Berlin  and 
Allan  decrees.  I  have  also  been  informed  that 
his  director  of  the  customs,  not  satisfied  with 
his  hardy  violation  of  tbe  solemn  assurances 
riven  by  your  fizcellency  tor  General  Armstrong 
in  the  5th  of  Ausnst  last,  and  confirmed  by  yoor 
etter  to  him  of  tne  7th  of  September,  that  these 
lecrees  were  revoked,  and  would  cease  to  ope- 
ate  from  the  1st  oi'  November,  hae,  without  re- 
^rd  to  the  plighted  faith  of  bis  Government, 
inoounced  hi?  intention  of  selling  the  provisions 
vhich  constitute  a  part  of  the  cargo,  under  the 
iretext  that  they  are  perishable.  Tbe  clear  and 
ineqni  vocal  manner  lo  which  the  revocation  of 
he  Berlin  and  Milandecrees  was  announced  by 
roar  Excellency,  forbids  me  for  a  moment  to  sup- 
K»e  that  the  violent  proceedings  of  this  man  will 
w  sanctioned  by  His  Majtety  the  Emperor  aiid 
£tng,  or  Ihat  the  least  delay  will  be  allowed  in 
)lacingthe  property  thus  arrested  ai  the  free  dis^ 
MMttioa  of  the  rightful  owner,  whose  confidence 
done  in  tha  good  faith  with  which  it  becomes 
lations  to  pett'orm  their  engagements  has  brought 
lim  to  the  place  where  he  is  so  iahospitabiy 
reated. 

I  am  persuaded  that  your  Excellency  will  nbt, 
m  this  occasioo',  attempt  to  remind  me  of  the 
londitioiM  on  whith  the  revocation  of  those  de- 
trees  was  predicated.  These  conditions  were  in 
he  alternative,  and  the  performance  of  either  is 
lufficient  to  rendar  absolute  and  perpetual  that 
evocation.  It  is  of  no  importance  that  the  Brit- 
sh  Orders  in  Council  have  not  been  withdrawn, 
f  the  United  States,  in  due  time,  perform  the 
condition  which  dependa  aloire  on  them ;  and 
vhat  is  this  ecmdition  ?  Why,  to  execute  an  act 
^f  Congress  against  the  English^  wnich,  to  be 
bus  execated,  requires  the  previous  revocation 
>f  these  very  decrees.  The  letter  of  yoor  ExceU 
ency,  of  the  5th  of  Angost,  appears  to  have  been 
vritten  with  a  full  knowledge  of  this  requisition 
4  the  law,  and  manifiestly  with  tbe  intention  to 
iomply  with  it,  in  order  that  it  might  be  compe- 
eat  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  ex- 
ireise  tbe  contingent  power  which  had  been  giveir 
0  him. 

It  will  not  be  pretended  that  tbe  decrees  have, 
n  fact,  been  revoked,  bat  that  tbe  delay  of  the 
United  States  in  performing  the  condition  pre- 
sented to  them  authorizes  their  revival.  The 
;ase  of  the  New  Orleans  Packet  is  the  first  which 
iias  occurred  since  the  1st  of  November,  to  which 
^he  Berlin  or  Milan  decrees  could  be  applied ; 
md  if  they  be  applied  to  this  case,  it  will  be  diffi- 
;alt  for  France  to  show  one  solitary  instance  of 
:heii  having  been  pnictieally  revoked ;  as  to  delay 


none.  No  official  information  of  ^be  letter  of 
your  Excellency  of  the  5th  of  August  left  France 
for  the  United  States,  owing  to  circumstances 
which  it  was. not  in  tbe  power  of  General  Arm- 
strong  to  control,  until  the  29th  of  September; 
and  to  this  moment  I  have  not  learned  that  such 
official  information  has  been  there  received.  I 
might,  indeed,  have  learned  it,  and  been  able  now 
to  nave  communicated  to  your  Excellency  the 
measures  on  which  tbe  President  has  decided  in 
consequence  of  it,  bad  not  the  frigate,  the  Essex, 
despatched  br  him,,  been  put  under  quarantine, 
on  her  arrival  at  L'Orient,  for  the  want  of  a  bill 
of  health,  and  the  messenger  thereby  detained 
since  the  4ih  of  this  month.  I  will  not  undertake 
to  decide  whether  a  irilt  of  health  ought,  in  cour- 
tesy, to  l)e  exacted  of  a  frigate!  of  a  friendly  Power 
eoooing  in  the  winter  seawm  from  a  place  not 
known  to  have  been  lately  afflicted  with  any  ma- 
lignant disease;, but  surely  the  delay  which  this 
exaction  occasions  cannot  be  imputed  to  a  want 
of  due  diligence  on  the  part  or  the  American 
Government. 

It  is  from  this  view  of  the  subject  that  I  am 
tboronghly  convinced  that  the  application  of  the 
Berlin  or  Milan  decree,  by  tbe  director  of  the 
customs  at  Bordeaux,  to  the  New  Orleans  Packet, 
will  not  be  amiroved  by  His  Majesty,  but  that 
prompt  and  efficient  measures  will  be  taken  to 
correct  »  procedure  which,  if  persisted  in,  might 
produce  a  state  of  things  which  it  is  the  obvious 
interest  of  both  nations  to  avoid.  • 

I  pray  your  Excellettcy  to  be  assured  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

JON..  RUSSELL. 

To  the  DcKE  OF  Caoorb. 


[Referred  to  in  BIr.  RnsseU's  letter  of  Dec.  11,  1610.] 

Christopher  Meyer  to  Mr.  Smith,  SecreUry  of  State. 

United  States'  Consulate, 

Bordeauxj  Dec.  6, 1810. 

Sia :  I  have  the  bonur  to  enclose  a  copy  of  Mr. 
Catbalan's  letter  to  me,  received  this  morning, 
concerning  the  recapture  of  the  schooner  Grace 
Ai\ne  Greene,  of  New  York.  Daniel  Greene,  mas- 
ter,-who  brought  her  into  the  port  of  Marseilles, 
having  two  British  officers  aad  seven  sailors  on 
board,  and  they  only  being  six  men  and  two 
boys. 

The  brig  New  Orleans  Packet,  of  New  York 
with  a  cargo  of  provisions  and  three  hundred  bags 
of  co|}oa  on  board,  bound  to  the  Mediterranean, 
fdr  a  market,  went  to  Gibraltar,  and,  after  lying 
there  some  time,  came  to  this  port  where  she  has 
been  sequestered. 

Tbe  schooner  Friendship/ of  and  from  Batti* 
more.  Captain  Snow,  with  a  cargo  of  coffee  and 
Campeacny,  arrived  five  days  ago  in  this  river. 
Whatever  the  issue  may  be  of  these  two  vessels, 
I  shall  bave  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  it. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  sir,'  d&c. 

CHRISTOPHER  MEYER. 

To  the  SscaETART  OP  State,  U,  8. 
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[Relerred  to  in  Mr;RiiMeirf  letterof  Dec.  11, 18U).] 

Christopher  Meyer  to  Mr.  Smith,  Secretary  of  State. 

United  States'  Consolatb, 
Bordeaux^  Ihcemher  14, 1810. 

Sir  :  Annexed  is  a  triplicate  of  my  respects  to 
you  of  the  6ih  instant  ^  the  brig  Osmin  and  the 
ship  Commodore  Rodgers,  by  which  the  original 
and  duplicate  went,  haTine  not  got  to  sea  yet. 

The  brig  New  Orleans  Packet,  of  New  York, 
Captain  Harris,  mientioned  in  mv  former  letter] 
has  since  been  seized  by  the  colle«toi,  and  her 
caivo  has  been,  put  in  the  imperial  custom-house. 

The  schooner  Friendship,  of  and  from  Balti- 
more, Captain  Snow,  has  been  sequestered* 

This  is  -aQcompaoied  with  an  account  of  sun- 
dry advances  made  for  the  relief  of  distressed  sea* 
men,  for  this  port  and  the  port  of  Bayonne,  with 
twenty-two  Touchers,  amounting  to  4,934  francs 
20  centimes,  and  for  which  1  have  drawn  on  Jon- 
athan RttsseJl,  Esq.,  our  Ch^rg6  d'Affjiires  at 
t'aris. 

Captain  Skiddy.of  the  schooner  Afaria  Lou- 
isa, bound  to  New  York,  has  eight  distressed  seih 
men  on  board,  and  for  whom  I  nave  paid  no  pas- 
sage money,  nor  have  I  laid  in  provision  for 
them. 

The  ship  Commodore  Rodger^s.  Capuin  Sha* 
ler^  from  Bayonne,  bound  to  New  York,  will  carry 
home  from  fifty  to  sixty  seamen  in  distress;  and 
for  whom  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you 
a  list  and  an  accoant  by  my  next. 

The  duty  oa  coeoa  has  been  reduced  from  5 
francs  50  centimes  to  2  francs  75  centimes  per 
pound.  < 

The  Essex  frigate  is  arrived  at  L'Orient  from 
the  United  States. 

This  is  accompanied  by  a  file  of  newspapers, 
and  which  I  sball  have  the  honor  to  contmue  to 
send  whenever  opportunities  offer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

CHRISTOPHER  MEYER. 

Robert  Smith.  Esq.,  Sec^rt^  of  State, 

CIRCULAR. 

Treasury  Departmeht, 

iVovem^  2, 1610. 

Sir:  You  will  herewith  receive  a  copy  ol  the 
proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
announcing  the  revocation  of  the  edicts  of  Franeej 
which  violated  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  Unt« 
ted  States ,  and  that  the  restrictions,  imposed  by 
the  act  of  1st  May  last,  accord i)Q^ly  cease  from 
this  day  in  relation  to  Franea.  French  armed 
vessels  may,  therefore,  be  admitted  into  the  bar^ 
bors  and  waters  of  the  United  States,  anything 
in  that  law  to  the  coatrary  notwithstandioff. 

It  also  follows  that,  if  Great  Britain  dhall  not, 
OB  the  2d  of  February  next,  have  revoked  or 
modified  in  like  manner  her  edicts  violating  the 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States,  the  third, 
fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth, 
and  eighteenth  sections  of  the  **  Act  to  interdict 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  UnitM 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,"  shall,  in 


conbrmity  with  the  act  first  abovementifliile 
revived  and  have  full  force  and  effect,  n  iu 
as  relates  to  Gkeat  Britain  and  her  depeDdeiekv 
from  and  after  the  jaid  2d  day  of  Febrotry  ikxl 
Unless,  therefore,  you^hall  before  that  daj  becfr 
cially  notified  by  this  department  of  suc1irto» 
tion  or  modification,  you  will,  from  aadafttiike 
said  day,  carry  into  effect  the  aboveme&iioKd 
seetiona,  which  prohibit  both  theeatraoee  ofBtu- 
ish  vessels  of  every  description  into  the  bartes 
and,  wajters  of  the  United  States,  and  the  imperti- 
tion  into  the  United  States  of  any  articia  tbe 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  domiueK 
colonies,  and  deipendeaeiQs  of  Great  Britain,!^ 
of  any  articles  whatever  brought  from  tbe  su^ 
dominions,  colonies,  and  dependencies, 
1  am,  respecU'ully,  sir,  your  obedient  serruL 

The  Collbctor  of  the  DiHnetof — . 


By  the  Pretid&it  of  the  United  States  (fimensL 

A   PaOCLAJfATION. 

Whereas,  by  the  fourth  aeetion  of  the  act  d 
Congress,  passed  on  the  1st  day  of  May.  1810,^ 
titled  ''An  act  concerning  the  commerciai  toe- 
course  between  the  United  States  aad  GretiBc* 
tain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  ui iff 
oUier  purposes."  it  is  provided  "  that,  ia  ea«eiiaei 
Great  Britain  or  France  sball,  before  the  3diii 
of  March  nexti  so  revoke  or  modify  4er  edietsL' 
tha^  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neatni  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  which  fact tbe  Pre* 
sident  of  the  United  States  shall  declare bfpvK- 
lamation ;  and  if  the  other  nation  shall  not, st^* 
in  three  months  thereafter,  so  revoke  or  modify 
her.  edicts,  in  like  manner,  then  the  thirds  foarti 
fifth,  sixta  seveath,  eighth,  ninth,  teatb)  ud 
eighteenth  sections  of  the  act  entitled  'Aatctto 
interdict  the  commercial  lacercoiirae  betweeo  ibe 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  FraDee.tBl 
their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,*  ^ 
from  and  after  the  expiration  of  three  moe^ 
from  the  date  of  the  proclamation  aforesaiibe 
revived  and  have  full  force  and  effect,  so  fot*- 
relates  to  the  dominions,  colonies,  and  depeoda- 
cies,  and  to  the  articles  the  growth,  prodac&ot 
manufacture  of  the  dominions,  colonies,  and  ^ 
pendenoies  of  the  nation  thus  refusing  or  acfUct- 
ing  to  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  ia  the  maeKi 
aforesaid.  And  the  restrictions  imposed  by  ti>6 
act  shall,  from  the  date  of  sucb  prodamatiot^ 
cease  and  be  discontinued  in  relation  to  the  oi' 
tion  revoking  or  modifying  her  decrees  ia  ok 
manner  aforesaid :" 

And  whereas  it  has  been  officially  made  kaon 
to  this  Government,  tbat  the  edicts  of  France  no- 
lating  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United  Suies 
have  been  so  revoked  as  to  cease  to  hare  effect 
on  the  1st  of  the  present  month :  Now,  tberefort 
I,  James  Madison,  President  of  the  Uaiied  Suies. 
do  hereby  proclaim  that  the  said  edicts  of  Fraoj^ 
have  been  so  revoked  as  that  they  ceased  oo  (^ 
said  1st  day  of  the  present  month  ttf  vi<>^*'[^^"f 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States;  apd  ui^ 
from  the  date  of  these  preaents,all  tberestncw)^ 
imposed  by  the  aforesaid  act  shall  cease  and » 
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iseontioucd  Ja  reUtioa  to  Fraace  aqd  ibdr  de- 
endeocies. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hare  paused  the  seal  of 
be  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and 
iened  the  same  with  my  hand,  at  (he  City  of 
Vashington,  this  second  day  of  Norember.  in 
le  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
nd  ten,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
Itates  the  thirty-fifth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

By  the  President:  . 
R.  Smith,  Secretary  <f  State, 


'he  Vice  Cnoral  at*  Bordeaujc  to  the  Secretary  of 

Sjate. 

United  States'  Consulate, 
BoRDSAUx,  December  31, 1810. 
Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  the 
ith  instant  by  this  opportunity,  (the  schooner 
faria  Louisa,. Captain  Skiddy,)  and  I  have  now 
0  enclose  a  newspaper  of  vesterday,  eontaintog 
wo  letters  from  the  French  Ministef*  of  Justice 
3  the  President  of  the  Tribunal  of  Prize!^  and' 
rom  the  Minister  of  Finance  to  the  Collector 
leoeral  of  all  the  custoois  in  France,  concerning 
Imerican  naTigatjon.   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &e, 

CH.  METER, 
.     .    Ftce  Consul  of  the  Untied  States, 

[Referred  tcTin  the  preceding  letter  of  Mr.  Meyer.] 

Pari^,  December  26, 1810. 
7opy  of  a   letter  from  His  Excellency  the  Grand 
Judge,  Minister  of  Jastice,  to  the  Counsellor  of, 
State,  President  of  (he  Council  of  Prizes. 

Paris.  December  25, 1810. 

Mr.  Prcsioent:  The  Minister  of  Foreign  Re- 
AtioDs,  by  order  of  His  Majestv  the  Emperor 
.nd  Kin^,  addressed  on  the  5ib  ot  August  last  to 
he  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
ica  a  note  containing  the  following  words : 

'^  I  am  authorized  to  declare  to  you  that  the 
lecrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked,  and 
hat  after  the  Ist  of  November  they  will  cease  b 
lare  effect  ;.it  being  well  understood  that,  in  con- 
equence  of  this  declaration^  the  English  will 
evoke  their  Orders  in  Council  and  renounce  the 
lew  principles  of  blockade  which  they  wished  to 
stablish;  or  that  the  United  States,  in  conformity 
0  the  act  you  have  just  communicated,  will 
ause  their  rights  to  l>e  respected  by  the  Eng^ 
Ish.'^ 

In  consequence  of  the  communication  of  this 
lote,  the  President  of  the  United  States  issued, 
ID  the  2d  of  November,  a  proclamation  to  an- 
lounce  the  revocation  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin 
ind  Milan,  and  declared  that,  in  consequence 
hereof,  all  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  act  of 
he  1st  of  May  must  cease  with  respect  to  France 
tnd  her  dependencies.  On  the  same  day  the 
Freasury  Department  addressed  a  circular  to  all 
:he  collectors  of  the  customs  of  the  United  States, 
which  eojoins  them  to  admit  into  the  ports  and 
traters  of  the  United  States  armed  French  ves- 
sels; prescribes  to  them  to  apply,  after  the  2d  of 
February  next,  to  English  vessela  of  every  de- 
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seriptiod,  and  to  productions  arising  from  the 
soil  and  industry  of  the  commerce  of  Eseland' 
and  her  dependencies,  the  law  which  prohibits 
all  commercial  relations,  if  at  that  period  the  re-, 
vocation  of  the  English  Orders  jn  Council,  and 
of  all  the  acu  vioktittg  the  neutrality  of  the 
United  States,  should  npt.be  announced  by  the 
Treasury  Department. 

h)  consequence  of  t4iis  engagement,  entered 
into  by  the  Qovernment  of  the  united  States,  to 
cause  their  rights  to  be  respected.  His  Majesty. 
orders  that  all  the  causes  that  may  be  pending  in 
the  CoQncil  of  Prizes  of  captures  of  American 
vessels,  made  after  the  Ist  of  November,  anil 


those  tha^  may  in  future  be  brought  before  it, 
shall  not  be  judged  according  to  the  principles  of 
the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  but  that  they 


shall  remain  suspended ;  the  vessels  captured  or. 
seized  to  remain  only  in  a  state  of  sequestration, 
and  the  rights  of  the  proprietors  being  reserrea 
for  theoii  until  the  2d  of  February  next,  the 
period  at  which  the  United  States  having  fol* 
tilled  the  eq'gagement  to  cause  their  rights  to  be 
respected,  the  said  captores  Shalt  be  declared  null 
by  the  Council,  and  the  American  vessels  restored, 
togethcnr  with  their  cargoes,  to  their  proprietors*. 

Receive,  Mr.  President,  the  new  assurances  of 
niy  most  diatingoished  consideratioci. 

THE  DUKE  OF  MASSA. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  IVIinister  of  Finance  to  the* 
Count  of  Sassy,  Counsellor  of  State,  Director  Gen- 
eral of  the  Castoms, 

'  December  25, 1910. 
-  On  the  5ih  of  la^t  August,  the  Minister  of 
Fureieii  Relations  wrote  to  Mr.  Armstrong,  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  of  the  United    States  of 
America,  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were 
revoked,  and  that,  after  the  first  of  November 
they  would  cease  to  have  effect;  it  being  well 
understood  that,  in  consequence  of  this  declara- 
tion, the  English  would  revoke  their  Orders  in 
Council,  and  renounce  the  new  principles  of 
blockade  which  they  wished  to  establish;  or  that 
the  United  States,  in  conformity  to  the  act  com- 
municated, should  cause  their  rights  to  be  re-^ 
spec  ted  by  the  English.  . 

On  the  communication  of  this  note,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  issued,  on  the  2d  of 
November,  a  proclamation  which  announces  the 
revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decreea  after 
1st  of  November;  and  which  declares  that,  in 
consequence  thereof,  all  the  restrictions  imposed 
by[  the  act  qf  tbelst  of  May,  1809,  should  cease 
with  respect  to  France  and  her  dependencies. 

The  same  day  the  Treasury  Department  ad- 
dressed to  the  collectors  of  the  customs  a  circular, 
which  directs  them  to  admit  into  the  ports  and 
waters,  of  the  United  States  armed  French  ves* 
sels,  and  enjoins  it  on  them  to  apply,  after  the  2d 
of  February  next,  the  law  of  the  Ist  of  May,  1809, 
prohibiting  all  commercial  relation  to  fiSnglish 
vessels  of  every  description,  as  well  as  to  produc- 
tions of  the  sou,  industry,  or  commerce  of  Eng? 
land  and  her  dependencies. 
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His  Majesty  haTing'  seen,  in  these  two  pieces, 
the  enuDciatioD  of  the  measures  which  the  Ame- 
ricans purpose  taking  on  the  2d  of  February  next, 
to  cause  their  rights  to  be  respected,  haa  ordered 
tne  to  inform  you  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees must  not  be  applied  to  any  American  ves- 
sels that  have  entered  our  ports  since  the  Ist  of 
November,  or  may  enter  in  future ;  and  that  those 
which  have  been  sequestered,  as  beinff  in  contra- 
travention  of  these  decrees,  must  b»  the  object  of 
a  special  report. 

'  On  the  2d  of  February  I  shall  acquaint  you 
with  the  intentions  of  the  Emperor  with  regard 
to  the  definitive  measures  to  be  takea  for  distin^ 

fuishing  and  favoring  the  American  navigation, 
have  the  honor  to  salute  you. 
The  Minister  of  Finance. 

THE  DUKE  OF  GAETE. 


SPAIN— FLORIDA. 

.Communicated  to  CongrMS  by  the  public  Message  of 
December  6, 1810,  «nd  the  oonfidentiai  Meeeage.of 
Januazy  3,  1811. 

Washington,  Jcaiuary  3,  1811. 
To  the  Sfnate  and  Hifute  of 

Rqpreaentatiffes  of  tie  United  States  .• 

I  communicate  to  Congress,  in  confidence,  a 

letter  of  the  2d  December  from  Governor  Folch, 

of  West  Florida,  to  the  Secretary  of  State;  and 

another  of  the  same  dale,  from  the  same,  to  John 

.  McKee. 

I  communicate  in  like^  manner  a  letter  from 
the  British  Charg6  d'Afifaires  to  the  Secretary  of 
.State,  with  the  answer  of  the  latten  Although 
the  letter  cannot  have  been  written  in  conse- 
quence of  any  instruction  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, founded  on  a  late  order  for  taking  pos- 
session of  the  portion  of  West  Florida  well  known 
to  be  claimed  by  the  United  States;  although  no 
communication  has  ever  been  made  by  that  Gov- 
ernment to  this  of  any  stipulation  with  Spain, 
contemplating  an  interposition  which  mignt  so 
materially  aflect  the  United  States;  and  although 
no  call  can  have  been  made  by  Spain  in  the.pres- 
ent  instance  for  the  fulfilment  of  a*ny  such  sub- 
sisting engagement,  yet  the  spirit  and  scope  of 
the  document,  with  the  accredited  source  from 
which  it  proceeds,  required  that  it  should  not  be 
withheld  from  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

Taking  into  view  the  tenor  of  these  several 
commuoicatiotis,  the  posture  of  things  with  which 
they  a're  connected,  the  intimate  relation  of  the 
country  adjoining  the  United  States  eastward  of 
the  river  Perdido  to  their  security  and  tranquil- 
lity, and  the  peculiar  interest  they  otherwise  have 
in  its  destiny,  I  recommend  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress,  the  season ableness  of  a  declaration 
that  the  United  States  could  not  see,  without  seri- 
ous inquietude,  any  part  of  a  neighboring  territo- 
ry, in  which  they  have  in  different  respects  so 
'  deep  and  so  just  a  concern,  pass  from  the  hands 
of  Sfaia  into  those  of  any  other  foreign  Power, 


I  recommend'  to  their  consideration  abo^hepr 
pediency  of  authorizioe  the  Ezecutire  is  ^e 
temporary  possession  of  any  part  or  parUofttH 
said  territory,  in  pursuance  of  arranveQT&t: 
which  may  be  desir^  by  the  Spaai^  aatboritir 
and  for  making  provision  for  the  govemmeaiL 
the  same-dtiring  such  possession. 

The  wisdom  of  Congress  will,  at  the  same  m 
deterniine  how  far  it  may  be  expedient  to  prcr^ 
for  the  event  of  a  subversion  of  the  BpaDi>^u- 
thotities  within  the  territory  in  qaestioo,  iidu 
apprehended  occopaney  thereof  by  any  otfatiiBr- 
eign  Power. 

JAMfiS  MADISON. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Holmes,  of  thr & 
siBsippi  Territory,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  ditd 

October  17,  ISlft 

'  The  enclosed  letter  I  have  been  requested  n 
transmit  to  you. 

[Enclosed  in  Gov.  Holmes's  letter  of  October  17,  M 

The  President  of  the  Convention  of  Fkri&irir 

Secfttaiy  of  State. 

Baton  Rouoe.  October  10,  im 
Sir:  The  Convention  of  the  State  of  Fkriii 
have  elready  transmitted  an  official  copjr  of  t^' 
act  of  independenee,  through  His  EzceileKT 
Governor  Holmes,  to  the  President  of  tbeTc/^e^ 
States,  accompanied  with  the  expressioBofrheu 
hope  and  desire  that  this  Common  wealth  eaf  be 
immediately  acknowledged  and  protected  b] tke 
Goyemment  of  the  United  States,  as  sDiDiefRl 
part  of  the  American  Union.  On  a  subiKtsoit- 
terestingto  the  community  represented  bjii$.» 
IS  necessarY  that  we  should  have  the  mostdir?r- 
and  uo^oivocal  assurances  of  the  views  i^: 
wishes  of  the  American  Government  wiibofit^ 
lav,  since  our  weak  and  unprotected  situatiosttE 
oblige  us  to  look  to  some  foreign  Goveromcstfor 
support,  shonld  it  be  refused  to  us  by  the  &wQtn 
which  ve  have  considered  as  our  parent  Suie. 
We  therefore  make  this  direct  appeal  throai^ 
you  to  the  Ptesideot  and  General  Gorerfimefi(<^ 
the  American  States,  to  solicit  that  imoediab 
protection  to  which  we  consider  oarselTej  eafi- 
tied;  and,  to  obtain  a  speedy.nnd  favorable (i«ch 
ston,  we  offer  the  following  considerations:  \i 
The  Government  of  the  United  States  io  ^ 
instructions  to  the  Envoys  EztraordintryitPar^ 
in  March.  1806,  authorized  the  purchase  of  ^ 
Florida,  directing  them  at  the  same  time  to  o- 
gage  Prance  to  intercede  with  the  Cabinet  fi 
Spain  to  relinquish  any  claim  to  the  ternR)j! 
wnich  now  forms  this  Commonwealth.  ^'^ 
all  diplomatic  correspondence  with  Americtf 
Ministers  abroad,  the  Government  of  the  Ui>it(i, 
States  have  spoken  of  West  Florida  ai  a  pari « 
the  Louisiana  cession.  They  have  legislated  l<^ 
the  country  as  a  part  of  their  own  territorj, «8S 
have  deferred  to  take  possesi«ion  of  it,  in  expeeji' 
tion  that  Spain  might  be  induced  to  relioqti^ 
her  claim  oy  amicable  neffotiation.  3d,  T^ 
American  Government  has  idready  refused  tott' 
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;dic  aov  Minister  from  the  Spanish  Junta, 
lich  body  wascertainlv  more  legally  organized 
the  representatiyeof  tne  sovereignity^ than  that 
w  called  the  Regency  of  Spain.  Therefore,  the 
aited  States  cannot  bqt  regard  any  force  or 
thority  emanating  from  them,  with  an  inten- 
•n  to  subjugate  us,  as  they  would  an  invasidn  of 
eir  territory  by  a  foreign  enemy,    4th,  The 
mperor  of  France  has  invited  Spanish  Amieri- 
ns  to  decUre  their  independence  rather  than  re- 
iin  in  subjection  to  the  old  Spanish  GoTern- 
ent :  therefore,  an  acknowledgment  of  our  in^e- 
ndence  by  the  United  States,  could  not  be  com- 
bined of  by  France,  or  involve  the  American 
Dvernment  in  any  contest  with  that  Power. 
b^  Neither  can  it  afibrd  any  just  cause  of  com- 
amt  to  Great  Britain,  although  she  be  the  ally 
Spain,  that  the  United  States  should  acknowl- 
ge  and  soppsrt  our  independence,  as  this  me^« 
re  was  necessary  to  save  the  country  from  fall- 
g  into  the  hands  of  the  French  exiles  from  the 
and  of  Cuba,  and  other  j)arti6ans  of  Bonaparte, 
ho  are  the  eternal  ep^mies  of  Great  Britain. 
Should  the  United  States  be  induced  bv  these^ 
any  other  considerations^  to  acknowleage  our 
aim  to  their  protection  as  an  inte^al  part  of 
eir  territory,  or  otherwise,  we  feel  it  our  duty 
claim,  for  our  constituents,  an  immediate  ad- 
ission  into  the  Unipn  as  an  independent  State, 
as  a  Territory  of  the  United  States,  with  per- 
ission  to  establish  our  own  form  of  Government, 
to  be  united  with  one  of  the  neighboring  Terri- 
ries,  or  a  part  of  one  of  them,  in  such  manner 
to  form  a  State.    Should  jt  be  thoufiht  proper 
annex  us  to  one  of  the  neighborin|r  Territories, 
a  part  of  one  of  them,  the  inhabitants  of  this, 
ommon wealth  would  prefer  being  annexed  to 
e  island  of  Orleans ;  and  in  the  meanwhile,  un- 
.  a  State  Government  should  be  established,  that 
ey  should  be  governed  by  the.  ordinances  alrea- 
'  enacted  by  tnis  Convention,  and  by  their  fur- 
er  regulations  hereafter. 
The  claim  which  we  have  to  the  soil  or  unlo- 
ted  lands  within  this  Commonwealth  will  not, 
is  presumed,' be  contested  by  the  United  States, 
they  have  tacitly  acquiesced  in  the  claim  of 
ranee  or  Spain  for  seven  years,  and  the  restrie- 
ms  of  the  several  embargo  and  non-intercourse 
ws  might  fairly  be  construed,  if  not  as  a  relin- 
lishment  of  their  claim,  yet  at  least  sufficient  to 
title  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  (who 
ive  wrested  tne  Government  and  country  from 
pain  at  the  risk  of  their  lives  and  fortunes)  to 
I  the  unlocated  lands.    It  will  strike  the  Ame- 
3an  Government  that  the  moneys  arising  from 
e  sales  of  these  lands,  applied  as  they  will  be  to 
iproving  the  internal  communications  of  the 
inntry,  opening  canals,  dbc.  will,  in  fact,  be  add- 
g  to  the  prosperity  and  strength  of  the  Federal 
nion.  To  fulol  with  good  faith  our  promises  and 
igagements  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  it 
ni  he  our  duty  to  stipulate  for  an  nnqualified 
irdon  for  all  deserters  now  residing  within  this 
ommon  wealth,  together  with  an  exemption  from 
hher  service  in  the  army  or  nary  of  the  United 
iates. 


A  loan  of  $100,000  is  solicited  of  the  Americaa 
Government,  to  be  reimbursed  at  three,  six,  and 
nine  years,  from  the  sales  of  public  lands.  ^  This 
(oan  may  be  made  b](^  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea* 
sury  iuimediately^  without  committing  the  Chr» 
ernmeht,  or  making  it  known  to  foreign  Miniateia 
at  Washington. 

,  la  order  not  to  embarrass  the  Cabinet  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  receive  first  throofh  their 
own  confidential  ^ents  their  wishes  and  view* 
with  respect  to  us,  it  is  deemed  prudent  to  defer 
the  departure,  of  our  Envoy  already  named,  who 
will  be  despatched  immediately  on  receiving  in- 
formation that  soch  a  measure  will  meet  the  ap- 
probation of  the  United  States. 

We  pray  yoa  to  accept  the  aaturances  of  oar 
respect  and  high  consideration. 

By  order  of  the  Convention : 

JOHN  RHBA,  Prendem. 

To  the  Honorable  RoBsaT  Smith,  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  United  Statee.  , 

[Tranamittad  with  the  letter  of  Governor  Holmes  to 
theSecvetaiy  of  State,  of  October  l7, 1810.} 

The  Convention  of  Florida  to  His  Excellency   the 
Oovernor  of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Baton  Roooe,  September  26, 1810* 

Sir  :  We,  the  delegates  or  the  people  of  this 
State,  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  an  official 
copy  of  their  act  of  independence,  requesting  that 
it  may  be  forthwith  transmitted  by  you  to  the 
Presiclent  of  the  United  States,  with  the  expres- 
sion of  their  most  confident  and  ardent  hope  that 
it  may  accord  with  the  policy  of  the  Government, 
as  it  does  with  the  safety  and  happiness  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  to  take  the  present 
Government  and  people  of  this  ^late  under  their 
immediate  and  special  protection,  as  an  integral 
and  inalienable  portion  of  the  United  States. 

The  Convention  and  their  constituents  of  Flo«> 
rida  rest  in  the  firm  persuasion  that  the  blood 
which  fiows  in  their  veins  will  remind  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  people  of  the  United  States,  that 
they  are  their  children  ;  that  they  have  been  ac- 
knowledged as  such  by  the  most  solemn  acts  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  ;  and  that,  so 
long  as  independence  and  the  rights  of  man  shall 
be  maintained  and  cherished  by  the  American 
Union,  the  good  people  of  this  State  cannot,  or 
will  not.  be  abandoned  or  exposed  to  theinvasion, 
violence,  or  force  of  any  foreign  or  domestic  foe» 

The  Convention  beg  you  to  receive  for  your- 
self, sir,  and  to  assure  the  President  of  their  high 
respect  and  consideration. 

By  order  of  the  Convention  : 

JOHN  RHEA,  President. 


[Transmitted  with  the  letter  of  Governor  Holmes  to 
the  Secretaiy  of  State,  of  October  17, 1810.]  ^ 

By  the  RepreaerUaiivea  of  the  people  of  West  FXo- 
jwiy  in  Convention  aeaembUd: 

^  ^  DfiCLARATION. 

It  is  known  to  the  world  with  how  much  fidel« 
ity  the  good  people  of  this  Territory  have  profess- 
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«i  aad  maiotaiiied  aUegiance  to  their  legitimate 
fioTereigo,  while  any  hope  remaioed  of  receiTing 
from  him  protection  for  their  property  and  Itvet. 

Without  makiDg  any  annecessary  innoTatioa  in 
the  established  principles  of  the  Qorernmetit,  we 
had  ToluDtarily  adopted  certain  regulations,  in 
eoncert  with  our  First  Magistrate,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  preservins  this  Territory,  and  showing 
our  attachment  to  tlie  €h>Ternment  which  bad 
heretofore  protected  us.  This  compact,  which 
was  entered  into  with  good  faith  on  our  part,  will 
forcTer  remain  an  honorable  testimony  of  our  up- 
right intentions  and  inviolable  fidelity  to  oar  King 
and  parent  country,  while  so  much  as  a  shadow 
of  legitimate  authority  remained  to  be  exercised 
over  us.  We  sought  only  a  speedy  remedy  for 
auch  evils  as  seemed  to  endanger  our  existence 
nnd  prosperity,  and  were  encouraged  by  our  Gor- 
tmor  with  solemn  promises  of  assistance  and  co- 
operation. But  those  measures  which  were  In- 
tended for  our  preservation  he  has  endeavored  to 
pervert  into  an  engine  of  destruction,  by  eneour- 
Sj^ing^  in  the  most  perfidious  manner,  the  viola- 
tion of  ordinances  sanctioned  and  established  by 
himself  as  the  law  of  the  land. 

Being  thus  left  without  any  hope  of  protection 
from  the  mother  country,  betrayed  bv  a  Magis- 
trate whose  duty  it  was  to  have  provided  for  the 
aafety  and  tranquillity  of  the  people  and  Govern- 
ment committed  to  his  charge,  and  exposed  to  all 
the  evils  of  a  state  of  anarchy,  which  we  have  so 
long  endeavored  to  avert,  it  becomes  our  duty  to 
provide  for  our  own  security,  as  a  free  andjnde- 
pendent  State,  absolved  from  all  allegiaoce  to  a 
Government  which  no  longer  protects  us. 

We,  therefore,  the  Representatives  aforesaid, 
appealing  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  world  for 
the  rectitude  of  our  intentions,  do  solemnly  pub*' 
lish  and  declare  the  several  districts  composing 
this  Territory  of  West  Florida  to  be  a  free  and 
wdependerU  Sttxte;  and  that  they  have  a  right  to 
institute,  for  themselves,  such  form  of  Govern- 
ment as  they  may  think  conducive  -to  their  safety 
and  happiness ;  to  form  treaties;  to  establish  com- 
merce ;  to  provide  for  their  common  defence ;  and 
to  do  all  acts  which  may,  of  ri^bt,  be  done  by  a 
aovereign  and  independent  nation ;  at  the  same 
time  declaring  all  acts,  within  the  said  Territory 
of  West  Florida,  after  this  date,  by  any  tribunal 
or  authorities  not  deriving  their  powers  from  the 
people,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  established  by 
this  Convention,  to  be  noil  and  void ;  and  calling 
upon  all  foreign  nations  to  respect  this  our  decla- 
yation,  acknowledging  our  independence,  and  giv- 
ing us  such  aid  as  may  be  consistent  with  the 
laws  and  usages  of  nations. 

This  Declaration,  made  in  Convention,  at  the 
town  of  Baton  Rouge,  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ten,  we,  the  Representatives, 
in  the  name  aforesaid,  and  on  behalf  of  our  con- 
stituents, do  hereby  solemnly  pledge  ourselves  to 
support  with  our  lives  and  fortunes. 
By  order  of  the  Convention  : 

JOHN  RHEA,  Pre^'U 
AND^ISW  STSELE,  Sec^ry, 


The  Secieta^  of  State  to  Governor  Cltlboie. 

Department  of  State, 

October  27,  Ifild 
Sir:  From  the  enclosed  proclamatioo  ofi!;i 
President  of  the  United  States,  yon  will  perce.T( 
his  determination  to  take  possession  of  the  Terr- 
tory  therein  specified,  in  the  name  and  iabeliL 
of  the  United  States,  the  considerations  viio 
have  constrained  him  to  resort  to  this  necessuj 
measure,  and  his  direction  that  you,  as  Gofenc: 
of  the  Orleans  Territory,  shall  execute  the  siae. 
Of  this  proclamation,  upon  your  arriral  at  !lii 
chez,  you  will,  without  delay,  cause  to  be  priatfi 
as  many  copies,  in  the  English,  French,  and  Sp 
ish  languages,  as  may  be  deemed  necessarj.w 

IFoo  wHl  cause  the  same  to  be  eztensirely  circs- 
ated  throughout  the  said  Territory. 

You  will  immediately  proceed,  bjr  the  oetrs 
and  best  route,  to  the  town  of  Wash ingtoD.io  lit 
Mississippi  Territory.  From  the  Secreiaffi: 
War  you  will  receive  an  order  to  the  officencQ& 
manding  the  several  frontier  pMs  to  aflbrd  rn 
such  assistance  inpassing  the  wilderness,  i&is 
descending  the  Western  waters,  asyoalDarI^ 
quire;  and,  as  despatch  is  very  desirable josw 
authorized,  in  case  your  horses  should  fall,  top 
core  others  at  the  public  expense.  After  tennf 
made,  at  Washington^  the  necessary  arrangeaecj 
with  Governor  Holmes  and  with  the  coanaB^ 
ing  officer  of  the  regular  troops,  f  ou  will,vitfi«: 
delay,  proceed  into  the  said  Territory,  aKi,uTir 
tue  of  the  President's  proclamation,  ttkpos» 
sion  of  the  same,  in  the  name  and  in  bekli  oi 
the  United  States. 

As  the  district  the  possession  of  which  y«w 
directed  to  take,  is  to  be  considered  as  makiospir 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  you  will,  after  ubi; 
possession,  lose  no  time  in  proceeding  to  orguis 
the  militia  *,  to  prescribe  the  bounds  of  parukn 
to  establish  parish  courts ;  and.  finally,  u  4: 
whatever  your  l^al  powers  applicable  to  ihefl* 
will  warrant,  and  may  be  calculated  to  maiu^ 
order;  to  secure  to  the  inhabitants  the  petcetft: 
enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  relif* 
and  to  place  them,  as  far  as  may  be,  on  tbesa» 
footing  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  district 
under  your  authority.  As  far  as  yoar  powe 
may  be  inadequate  to  these  and  other  otherj^ 
^uisite  objects,  the  Legislature  of  Orleans  w&s:: 
it  is  understood  will  soon  be  in  session,  will  ur: 
an  opportunity  of  making  further  prorisioas  .r 
them,  more  especially  for  giving,  bjr  l^^s  ^^^' 
inhabitants  of  the  said  Territory,  a  iast  shtre' 
the  representation  in  the  General  Asscmblr: 
being  desirable  that  the  interval  of  this  priri^C; 
should  not  be  prolonged  beyond  the  anaroiiU^ 
necessity  of  the  case. 

If,  contrary  to  expectation,  the  occupatioa : 
this  Territory  on  the  part  of  the  United  Suj 
should  be  opposed  by  force,  the  commandiD;«^ 
cer  of  the  regular  troops  on  the  Mississippi  ^* 
have  orders  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  m^; 
you,  upon  your  application,  the  requisite  aid;  a*' 
should  an  additional  force  be  deemed  neces^^ 


you  will  draw  from  the  Orleans  Territorjr,tf»^ 
Qovemor  Holmes  from  the  Mississippi  Ternti^. 
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lilitia  in  such  namber^  and  in  8ae(i  proportit)Qli 
rom  your  respeelife  territories,  ss^ou  and  Got- 
rnor  Holiaeft  nay  dean  proper.  Sbonld,  bow- 
ver,any  particular  plaee,  nowever  snail)  reaaain 
Q  possession  of.a  Spanish  foree,  yoa  will  not  pro^ 
eed  to  employ  foi^ce  against  it,  bat  you  will  nake 
Dmediate  report  tbereof  to  this  Department. 

You  will  ETaU  ydurself  of  the  first  favorable 
pportunities  that  nay  occur  to  transmit  to  the 
everal  Qoremors  of  the  Spanish  proTinces  in 
be  neighborhood  eopjes  of  the  President's  proela- 
nation,  with  accompanying  letters  of  a  concilia* 
arv  tendency. 

To  defray  any  reasonable  expenditures  which 
lay  necessarily  attead  the  execution  of  these  in- 
tractions,  the  President  authorizes  yon,  having 
ae  regard  to  ecotiomy,  to  draw  f^r  aeum  not  ex- 
eediog,  in  any  event,  twenty  thousand  dollars.* 

From,  the  confidence  which  the  President  justly 
as  io  your  judgment  and  disoretionj  he  is  per- 
aaded  that,  in  the  execution  of  this  trust,  as  def* 
cate  as  it  is  important,  your  dep(»rtment  will  be 
emperate  and  conciliatory.  Sdch  a  line  of  con- 
act  towards  the  inhabitants  is  prescribed  as  Well 
\Y  policy  as  by  justice* 

You  will,  it  19  expected,  be  fully  sensible  of  the 
lecesttity  i^ot  only  of  commhnieating  every  im< 
lortaat  event,  that  may  occur  in  the  progress  of 
his  business,  'but  of  -  transmitting  a  letter,  what- 
ever may  be  its  intents,  bjr every  mail  to  this 
ity.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

R.SMITII. 

W.  C.  C.  Ci.AiB0BifB,  Esq.  &Cm 

[Referred  to  in  the  pTeqeding  letter.] 
By  the  Prendeni  ofihe  United  State*  of  America. 

A  PROCLAIf  ATION. 

Whereas  the  territory  sonih  of  the  Mississippi 
territory  and  ean^vard  of  the  river  Mississippi, 
nd  extending  to  the  river  Perdido,  of  which  pos- 
ession  was  not  delivered  to  the  United  States  in 
rarsuaace  of  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  on  the 
tOtb  of  April,  1803.  has,  at  all  times^  as  is  well 
:oowo,  been  considered  and' claimed  by  them, 
ts  being  within  the  colony  of  Louisiana  oonveved 
ly  the  said  treaty,  in  the  same  extent  that  it  nad 
n  the  hands  or  ^pain,  and  that  it  had  when 
France  originally  possessed  it ; 

And  whereas  the  aeqiiieseente  bf  the  United 
States  in  the  temporary  continvatiee  of  the  said 
rerritory  under  the  Spanish  authority  was  not 
he  result  of  any  distrust  of  their  title,  as  has  been 
larticularly  evinced  by  the  general  tenox  of  their 
ftws,  and  by  the  distinction  mide  io  the  applica- 
ion  of  those  laws  between  that  Territory  and 
breign  countries,  but  was  occastoaed  by  their 
conciliatory  views,  and  by  a  confidence  in  the 
ttstice  of  their  cause,  and  in  the  success  of  candid 
tiseussion  and  amicable  negotiation  with  a  just 
ind  friendly  Power  f 

And  whereas  a  satisfactory  adjustment,  too 
oDg  delayed,  without  the  fault  of  the  United 
Slates,  has  for  some  time  been  entirely  suspended 
)y  events  over  which  they  had  no  control }  and 
whereas  a  crisis  has  at  length  arrived  subversive 
^  the  order  of  things  under  the  Spanish  author!-, 


ties,  whereby  a  fairure.  of  the  United  States  to. 
take  the  said  Territory  into  its  possession  may 
lead  tp  events  ultimately  contravening  the  views 
of  both  parties,  whilst,'  in  the  mean  time,  the 
tranquillity  and  security  of  our  adjoining  Terri- 
tories are  endangered,  and  new  facilities  given  to 
violators  of  our  revenue  and  eommercial  laws, 
and  of  those  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  slaves? 

Considering,  moreover,  that  under  these  pecu- 
liar and  imperative  circumstances,  a  forbearance 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  occupy  the 
Territory  in  question,  and  thereby  guard  against 
the  conrasions  and  contingencies  which  threaten 
it,  might  be  construed  into  a  dereliction  of  their 
title,  or  an  insensibility  to  the  importance  of  the 
stoke :  Considering  that  in  the  hands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States/it  will  not  cease  to  be  a  subject  of  fair 
and  friendly  negotiation  and  adjustt&ent :  Con- 
sidering, finally,  that  the  acts  of  Congress,  though 
<^ontei|i plating  a  present  possessibn  by  a  foreign 
authority,  have  contemplated  also  an  eventual 
possession  of  the  said  Territory  by  the  United ' 
States,  and  ai«  accordingly  96  framed  as,  in  that 
case,  to.extend  in  their. operation  to  the  same: 

Now  be  it  known,  that  i.  Jambs  Maoisov, 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  pur- 
saaneeof  theseweighty  and  urgent  considerations, 
have  deemed  it  right  and  requisite  that  posses- 
sion should  be  taken  of  the  said  Territory,  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  United  States.  William 
C.  C.  Claiborne,  Qovernor  of  the  Orleans  Terri^ 
tery,  of  which  the  said  Territory  is  to  be  taken, 
as  part^  will  accordingly  proceed  to  execute  the 
same,  and  to  etercise  over  the  said  Territory  the 
authorities  and  fanetiona  legally  appertaining  to 
hia  oflSice.  And  the  good  people  inhabiting  the 
saipe  are  invited  and  enjoined  to  pay  due  respect 
to  bin*  in  that  character,  to  be  obedient  to  the 
laws,  to  maintain  order,  to  cherish  harmony,  and 
in  every  nafiner  to  conduct  them^ves  as  peace- 
able citizens,  under  Aili  assurance  that  they  will 
be  protected  in,  the  enjoyment  of  their,  liberty, 

FTop^rty,  and  religion. 
n  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affiled,  and 
Signed  the  same  with  my  hand. 
Done  at  the  City  of  Washington,  the  twenty- 
i^venth  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1810,  and  in  the 
thirty-fifth  year  of  the  independence  of  the  said 
United  States.  JAMES  MADISON. 

By  the  President : 
R.  Smith,  Secretary  (f  State. 


Mr.  Smith  to  Governor  Holmes. 

DlPARTMElVT  OB  StaTB,  NoV.  15,  1810. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  17th 
of  October,  enclosing  the  memorial  of  the  Con* 
vention  or  West '  Pforida.  To  repress  the  un- 
reasonable expectations  therein  indicated  in  re« 
lation  to  the  vacant  land  in  that  Territory,  it  is 
deemed  proper  to  lose  no  time  io  communicating 
to  you  and  to  Gk>vernor  Claiborne  the  sentiments 
of  the  President  on  the  subject. 

The  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  Territoff 
of  Weet  Florida,  as  far  as  the  river  Perdido,  was 
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UArlf  acquired  by  purcbaae,  and  has  been  formally 
ratified  by  treaty.    The  delifery  of  posses^ioa 
haS|  indeed,  been  deferred,  and  the  procrastioation 
has  been  heretofore  acquiesced  in  oy  this  Gtoveni- 
ment,  from  a  hope,  patiently  indulged,  that  ami- 
cable negotiation  would  accomplish  th^  equitable 
purpose  of  the  United  States.    But  this  delay, 
which  proceeded  only  from  the  forbearance  of 
the  United  States  to  enforce  a  legitimate  and. 
well  known  claim,  could  not  impair  the  legality 
of  their  title ;  nor  could  any  change  in  the  inters 
nal  state  of  things,  without  their  sanction,  bow* 
soever  brought  about,  vary  their  right.   It  remain^ 
of  course,  as  perfect  as  It  was  before  the  interpe- 
sition  of  the  Convention.    Aitd  the  people  of 
West  Florida  must  not  for  a  moment  be  misled 
by  the  expectation  that  the  United  States  will  sui^ 
reader,  for  t^eir  exclusive  benefit,  what  bad  been 
purchased  with  the  treasure  and  for  the  benefit 
of  the  whole.    The  vacant  land  of  this  Terrtto* 
'  ry,  thrown  into  common  stock  with  all  the  otfaef 
vacant  land  of  the  Union,  will  be  a  property  in 
common,  for  the  national  uses  of  all  the  people 
of  the  United  States.    The  community  of  inter* 
ests  upon  which  this  Government  invariably  aeti, 
the  lioeral  policy  which  it  has  nniformly^dipiayed 
towards  the  people  of  the  Territories,  (a  part  of 
which  policy,  has  ever  been  a  just  regard  to  hon- 
est settlers,)  will,  nevertheless^  be  a  sojfBcient 
jdedge-to  the  inhabitants  of  West  Florida  for  the 
early  and  continued  attention- of  the  Federal  Le- 
gislature to  their  situation  and  their  wants. 

.  These  observations  will  apprize  you,  sir,  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  President,  as  to  the  propositions 
in  the  memorial  in  relation  to  the  vacant  land  in 
West  Florida,  and  will  enable  yon  to  make,  when 
necessary  and  proper,  suitable  explanations  to  the 
people  of  that  Territory.  You  will,  however, 
keep  in  mind  that  the  President  cannot  recognise 
in  the  Convention  of  West  Florida  any  independ- 
ent authority  whatever  to  propose  or  to  form  a 
compact  with  the  United  States* 

I  am  sir,  With  the  highest  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  E.  SMITH. 

Ex'oy  Davio  HoLMfis.  x. 


termination,  the  only  one  to  save  it  from  the  ma 
which  threatens  it. 

Tbe  United  Stales  nre  also  amltonztd  tov- 
cept  it ;  for  aa  the  disturbances  which  nowalat 
this  province,  so  near  to  them,  mnsc  iaeRssecrerr 
day,  they  cannot  but  have  an  ioflaeoce  on  ti» 
tranquillity,  an  object  whieh  merits  thefinteiR 
of  every  Uovernment. 

The  inhabitants  of  Baton  Rouge  may  figure  t> 
themselves  man jr  motives  which  may,(iitkir 
conception,)  justify  the  determination  theflrn 
adopted ;  bnt  they  cannot  produce  erea  a  si^ 
one  which  can  make  tolerable  the  tynsDictli- 
legal,  and  unjust  obstinacy  with  which  thffis- 
slat  that  ihe  other  distriets  should  subject  iW 
selves  to  their  wilL 

The  United  States,  who  profess  the  exercise  if 
equity*  eannot  exempt  themselves  from  uki^ 
part  with  the  party  unjustly  oppressed.  Ib  tb 
belief,  I  reeur  to  its  E»ecQtlve«  throogh  these 
dinm  of  your  Exoelleoer,  soppjicatiog  him/Jm 
he  U'ill  be  pleased  to  send  onms  to  theeomina^- 
ant  of  Foit  Stoddert,  that  he  shootd  tssist  si 
with  the  troops  which  Jw  hat  under  bli  oriee. 
for  the  pnrpoae  of  forcing  the  party  ondert^ 
command  of  Reuben  Kemper  to  retire  withii:^ 
limiu  of  the  distrkte  of  Baton  Rouge ;  iDtiffiOf 
to  him,  that  if  in  future  he  should  repeat  hs  it- 
oursions  ia  the  district  of  Mobile  and  Peostt<3iL 
the  troops  of  the  United  States,  joioed  lotht 
Spanish  tMops,  will  use  force  to  keep  tbcn  but 

These  districts  have  the  more  reason  to  apect 
froai  tbe  rectitude  of  the  United  Slates  the  tssis- 
tance  whicli  I  ask,  as  tbe  party  which  Kea^er 
commands  has  been  recruited, armed,  aid  profis- 
ioned  within  the  limits  of  their  sofereignty. 

At  the  name  time,  if  my  propositioo  isicceptei 
orders  may  be  given  aathorixmg  some  penmi» 
treat  with  me  for  regulatiajg'the  evaeostioD  of  ti» 
proviacot  *tid  what  ought  to  precede  it. 

I  conclode  by  assuring  your  ExcelleDcf  ofaf 
consideration  and  respect. 
.  God  preserve  ToorExoelleney  maoT  rears. 

VINCENTB  FOLCH. 

His  Bxc'y  R*  Surra,  &c. 


Qovemor  Folbh  to  Mr.  Smith,  Secretary  of  State. 

Mobile,  Dflcember  2,  ISIO, 

Sir:  I  will  not  detain  myself  in  giving  to  your 
Bxeelleney  information  relative  to  the  letter  which 
I  directed  to  his  Excellency  Governor  Holmes, 
being  persuaded  that  it  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
your  Excellency  long  before  this  ;  but  I  will  add 
to  its  contents,  for  your  government,  that  I  have 
decided  on  delivering  this  province  to  tbe  United 
States  under  an  equitable  capitulatioo,  provided 
I  do  not  receive  succor  from  tne  Havana  or  Vera 
Cruz,  during  the  present  month ;  or  that  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Marquis  of  Someruelos,  (on  whom  I 
depend,)  should  not  have  opened  directly  a  nego- 
tiation on  this  point 

The  incomprehensible  abandonment  in  which 
I  see  myself,  and  the  afflicted  situation  tp  which 
this  province  sees  itself  reduced,  not  only  author- 
ize me,  hut  force  me  to  have  recourse  to  this  de- 


Governor  Folch  to  Colonel  McKec< 

MoMLB,  Atf.2,18ia 

Sir  :  Sinee  the  conversations  I  have  had  m 
yott  respecting  the  disturbaacei  which  it  pr«^^ 
afflict  this  province,  I  have  thought  of  addresi^ 
myself  directly  to  the  Executive  power  or^ 
United  States,  through  the  medium  of  their  ^ 
reiary  of  State,  proposing  to  treat  for  the  m- 
ery  of  the  province  in  naore  positive  t«™l' Jr 
those  whiod  I  employed  ra  the  letter  that  lvr(«( 
to  his  Excellency  Governor  Holmes,  becaose, » 
our  difficulties  every  day  increase,  the  oecessKj 
of  haatetkittg  their  conclusion  iocresMs  uso- 

I  have  believed,  also,  that^t  might  be  conc- 
eive to  the  better  exit  of  this  negotiattoD,tM^ 
my  despatch  should  be  intrusted  to  a  j^^  ^ 
could  give  to  the  Government  every  tpfonDit^ 
that  it  ought  to  possess,  in  order  that  u  lotT  ° 
liberate  with  the  hrevity  which  is  DeeesMrf;u« 
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:^ 


iQsideriog^  sir,  ili^t  yoii  areia  a  sitaation  to  fal- 
this  object,  fiora  haTiog  been  an  eye^witneta 
all  that  has  paaaed  ia  tbia  part  of  tbeprorioce 
id  the  adjacent  coaairy,  you  can  gire  mforma- 
)D  respecting  the  alarm  which  reigns  Bmoog 
e  inbabitantSjOf  the  influence  which  the  French 
rents  in  Loaisiana exercise  in  thescdistopbances, 
td  the  risk  which  that  province  runs  of  bein|f 
Yolved  in  the  disorders  which  have  had  their 
rth  in  Florida,  as  well  as  the  illtal  consequences 
hich  may  follow  if  the  evil  is  not  stopped  in  its 
einning,  and  whatever  else  can  be  said  on  the 
qject. 

In  order  to  avoid  acoidtiftts  and  delays,  which 
is  not  easy  to  foresee,  I  will  deliver  to  yon  do* 
icates.of  the  despatch  which  I  address  to  his 
xcellency  the  Seereiarv  of  State,  ia  order  that 
m  may  transmit  one  or  them,  by  the  m^(,  and 
r  this  means  give  early  information  to  the  Gov* 
nment  of  the  afikirs  on  which  it  has  to  delib- 
ate. 

The  satisfiiction  I  have  enjoyed  for  many  years 
your  acqoaJotance  assures  me  that  yoa  will 
le  every  exertion  in  a  mAtter  which  is  so  inter* 
ting  to  our  respective  countries. 

I  remain,  Ac.  V.  FOLCH. 

Col.  JoBN  McKee. 


Colonel  McKee  to  Mr.  Eustis. 

■  * 

FoBT  Stodobst,  Dec,  5, 1810. 
Sia:  Having  on  the  2LBt  ah.  taken-^he  liberty 
'addressing  you  dn  the  sobjeciof  the  distnro- 
ices  in  this  ijuarter,  and  having  no  personal  ac- 
laiatanoe  with  ^ny  member  of  the  preaent  Bx« 
;Qtive,  I  have  presumed  to  eneloae  to  your  care 
despatek  from  Governor  Foleh  to  the  oeeretary 
'  State.  I  have  also  enclosed  a  hasty  traosla- 
on  of  Governor  Folch's  .letter  to  me,  which, 
ith  some  other  considerations,  has  induced  me 
'  proceed  immediately  to  the  City  of  Washings 
o,  for  which  I  leave  this  in  two  or  three  daya^ 
)d  will  proceed  With  the  least  poesibk  delay  to 
noxville.    I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

JOHN  McKEE. 
Hon.  William  Eustis. 


-V 


Mr.  Morier  to  Mr.  Smith. 

Washinoton,  Dec.  15, 1810. 
Sir  :  I  deem  it  to  be  a  duty  incumbent  on  me, 
nsidering  the  strict  and  close  alliance  which 
ibsists  between  His  Majesty's  Government  and 
at  of  Spain,  to  express  to  the  Gk>vernment  of 
e  United  States,  through  you,  the  deep  regret 
ith  which  I  have  seen  that  part  of  the  Presi* 
mVs  Message  to  Congress,  ia  which  the  deter- 
lination  of  this  Government  to  take  possession 
'  West  Florida  is  avowed. 
Without  presuming  to  discuss  the  validity  of 
le  title  qt  the  United  States  to  West  Florida,  (a 
tie  which  is  manifestly  doubtful,  since,  accord- 
ig  to  the  President's  procUunatiop,it  is  lef^  open 
>  discussion,  but  which  has,  nevertheless^  been 
rougbt  forward  as  one  of  the  pleas  to  jusufy  the 
ecupatioQ  of  that  province,)  may  it  not  be  aakad 


why  that  province  could  not  have  been  as  fairly 
a-  subject'  of  negotiation  and  adjustment  In  the 
hands  of  the  Spaniards,  who  possess  the  actual 
sovereignty  there,  as  in  the  hands  of  the  Ameri* 
cans,  who,  to  obtain  possession,  must  begin  by 
committing  an  act  of  nostiiity  toward  Spam  ? 

But  it  may  be  said  that  the  Spanish  forces  ii^* 
Meaicp,  in  Cuba,  or  at  Pensacola.  are  unequal  to 
quell  the  rebellious  association  ot  a  band  of  dea» 
peradoes  who  are  known  here  by  the  cootemptii- 
ous  appellation  of  land-jobbers.  Allowing  aa^ 
much,  (which  you  will  agree  with  me,  sir,  is  al- 
lowing a  great  deal,)  would  it  not  have  been  wor^ 
thy  of  the  .generosity  of  a  free  nation  like  this, 
liearing,  as  it  doubtless  does,  a  respect  for  the 
rights  of  a  gallant  people  at  this  moment  enpged, 
in  a  noUe  struggle  for  its  Uberty-^would  it  not 
have  been  an  act  on  the  part  of  this  country,  die* 
tated  by  tbe  sacred  ties  of  food  heighborhood; 
and  of  friendshift,  which  exist  between  Jt  ana 
Spain,  to  have  simply  offered  its  assistance  to 
crush  the  eommon  enemy  of  both,  rather  than  to 
have  made  such  interference  the  pretext  for 
wresting  a  province  from  a  friendly  Power,  and 
that  lo  the  time  of  her  adversity  ? 

For  allow  me,  sir,  to  inquire  how  can  the  dec- 
laration in  the  President's  proclamation,  ''that in 
the  hands  of  the  United  States^  that  territory  will 
not  cease  to  be  a  subject  of  fair  and  friendly  ad- 
justment," be  made  to  accord  with  the  declaration 
in  his  Message  to  Congress,  (implying  permanent 
possession.)  ^of  the  adoption  of  that  people  into 
the  bosom,  of  the  American  familv  ?" 

'the  actj  consequently,  of  senuing  a  force  to 

West  Florida  to  secure  by  arms  what  was  before 

a  subject  of  friendly  negotiation,  cannot,  I  muck 

^fear,  under  any  palliation,  be  considered  other 

than  as  an  act  of  open  hostility  against  Spain. 

While,  therefore,  it  is  impossible  to  disguise  the 
de^p  and  lively  interest  which  His  Majesty  takea 
in  everything  that  relates  to  Spain,  which  would, 
I  am  convinced,  induce  .him  to  mediate  between 
Spain  and  the  United  Skates  on  any  poiat  of  con- 
troversy which  may  exist  between  them,  witb 
the  utmost  impartiality  and  £ood  will  toward 
both  parlies,  I  think  4t  due  to  the  sincere  wish  of 
His  Majesty,  to  maintain  unimpaired  the  friend- 
ship which  at  this  moment  happily  exists  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  to 
say  that  such  are  the  tiee  by  which  His  Majesty 
is  boui^d  to  Spain,  that  he  cannot  see  with  indir-^ 
ference  any  attack  upon  her  interests  in  Americar* 
And  as  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Government  of  * 
the  United  StatA  will  attribute  tfais  represenu* 
tion  to  tbe  most  conciliatory  motives,  laminduo- 
ed  to  request,  in  answer  to  it,  such  explanation  on ' 
die  subject,  as  will  at  once  conviDce  His  Majesty's 
Cjovernment  of  the  pacific  disposition  of  the 
United  States  toward  His  Majesty's  allies  the 
Spaniards^  and  will  remove  the  contrary  impres- 
sion, which,  I  fear,  the  President's  Message  is 
likely  to  make.     « 

l.have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  con- 
sideration, air,  your  n&ost  obedient,  bumble  ser* 
vant,  J.  P.  MORIER. 

Hon.  R.  SyiTa,  Secretary  qfSuOe, 
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Mr.Morieir  to  Mr.  Smith. 

Washington,  Dec.  22y  1810. 

Mr.  Morier  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr. 
^Smitb,  and  begs  the  favor  to  be  informed  when  { 
he  may  expect  an  answer  to  the  letter  which  be 
had  the  honor  to  address  to  Mr.  Smith  on  the 
i5th  instant. 

Mr.  Morief,  at '  the  same  time,  hopes  that  IVfr. 
Smith,  cottcurrinff  with  him  in  the  opinion  that 
it  would  be  desirable  that  His  Majesty's  GoTern- 
ment  should,  as  soon  as  possible  afier  the  receipt 
of  the  Presiaent^s  Messaffe,  be  furnished  with  the 
explanation  which  Mr.  Morier  has  requested  in 
the  above  letter  on  the  occupation  of  West  Flor- 
ida in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  will  readily 
excuse  the  solicitude  with  which  hea^ain  presses 
this  subject  upon  the  attention  of  this  Oovern* 
ment. 


Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Morier. 

State  Department,  Dec.  28, 1810. 

Sir:  Taking  into  view  thesubject  and  the  cir- 
cumstances of  your  letter  of  the  15th  instantj  I 
have,  in  acknowledging  it,  only  to  remark  to  you, 
that  although  it  is  sufficiently  evident,  from  the 
face  of  the  documents  before  the  public,  that  no 
hostile  or  tinfriendly  purpose  is  entertained  to* 
ward  Spain,  the  only  Power  known  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  the  transaction,  yet  our  functionary 
at  London  has  been  enabled  to  give  to  your  G^Y' 
ernment  whatever  explanations  may  comport 
with  the  frankness  and  the  spirit  of  conciliation 
which  have  been  invariably  manifested  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.^ 

R.  SMITH.  . 

J.  P.  MoaiER,  Esq.,  &c. 


TUNIS. 


[The  followinr  documents  were  ^sommtmicated  (o 
Congress  by  the  President's  Message  of  December 
ft,  1810.} 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  €hivino,  Esq^  Consul  of 
the  United  States  at  Gibraltar,  to  the  Secratarr  of 
SUte. 

GiRRALTAR,  September  18, 1810. 
I  beff  leave  to  hand  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Consul  Coxe,  dated  Malta,  26th  ultimo,  when  he 
was  on  his  return  to  Tunis.  U  has  given  me 
great  pleasure  to  find  liis  having  succeeded  in 
terminating  amicably  the  diflferlnces  which  had 
.  taken  place  with  that  Bey. 

[Reforred  to  in  the  preceding  letter.] 
C.  D.  Coxe  to  John  Gavino. 

Malta,  Augtmt  86, 1810. 
Sir:  I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  22d  instant, 
in  the  schooner  Hamilton,  Captain  Whitlock. as, 
a  flag  of  truce,  in  consequence  of  an  unfavorable 
change  in  the  situation  of  our  affairs  at  Tunis, 
with  the  expectation  of  making  some  arrange- 
ment  whereby  the  difficulty  which  has  taken 
place  may  be  amicably  adjusted.^ 


On  the  14th  instant,  His  Exeeileacy,  tkBcf. 
sent  a  messenger  to  request  my  presence  a  tie 
palace.  I  accordingly  presented  myself.  uiW 
informed  me  that,  in  conseqaeoee  eftbe  seam 
of  a  vessel  belonging  to  him  and  bearing  his  tn 
through  the  interfereoee  of  Mr.  Pulis,  the  Amer^ 
can  Consul  at  Malta,  he  -  had  given  ordm  a 
arrest  all  the  Americans  and  sequester  all  M 
propertv  in  the  Kingdom  of  Tunis,  which  ^. 
would  nold.  until  he  reaeived  full  satisftctta 
from  the  United  States,  considering  tbemn- 
sponsible  for  the  acts  of  their  pablie  areots. 

The  vessel  alluded  to  was  the  ship  Libertf.flf 
Philadelphia,  belonging  to  William  Hszleuef 
that  place,  which  had  been  taken  by  a  Freick 
privateer^  brought  to  Tunis^  and  sold  by  order  of 
the  French  Consul  at  public  auction.  Thefim 
Minister  of  the  Bey  was  the  purchaser;  sod  sbe 
aftervards  proceeded  to  Malta  under  ToBisoB 
colors,  where  she  arrived  without  tntenapiidiff 
the  month  of  May  last.  Mr.  Pqlis,  the  AmfHei! 
Consul,  applied  to  the  Maltese  court,  or  Omtokk 
ctel  Mdore^  (as  the  British  Vice  AdmiraJtyCoat 
would  qot  interfere,)  and  claimed  the  ship  far 
the  otiginol  American  owners.  His  EicdleKf. 
the  Bey,  on  being  informed  of  this,  took  the  act* 
sures  befor^e  related. 

He  not  only  i^ff>Lrds  this  as  a  loss  of  propatr. 
but  as  an  insult  offered  to  his  flag,  and  will  tier 
It  as  a  declaration  of  war  if  the  ship  shsi'i'  sot 
be  restored  to  him,  with  daOMges  of  deMoB. 
He  insists  on  the  right  of  pnrchasitw  prize feads 
at  auction,  or  any  othera  oflTered  for  ale  ii  his 
Kingdom,  and  that  hiiflai^  ahall  protect  thea. 
Hie  Blcellency  declared  that  ha  had  |iv«B* 
the  strongeat  proofs  of  hie  jualice  andiiieDdlf 
disposition  to  my  Ctoverikment,  in  eansinf  lUiiK 
American  vesseli  with  their  cai^goes  to  be  le- 
leased  which  had  been  taken  withw  the  lioiisrf 
this  jurisdictiota ;  but  that  those  taken  on  thehift 
seas  was  an  affair  between  the  AmeiietfitBd 
French  Govemmenta,  and  did  not  eonctrD  lift 
He  has  warned  me  that,  if  the  ship  Rotli(tt 
American  vessel,  taken  by  a  French  pn^^ 
without  his  jurisdictional  limits,  and  parchtstf 
by  his  agents  at  public  auction  at  the  Frb^ 
consulate,)  should  be  hereafter  claimed  br  tf 
American  citizen  and  given  up  to  him,  tbeAo^ 
ricans,  with  their  property  at  Tunis,  shall  bf 
answerable  for  the  event. 

The  amount  of  American  property  tt  To^ 
may  be  computed  at  about  two  hundred  todllRf 
thousand  dollars. 

AH  my  endeavors  to  deter  his  Excellenef  fn* 
these  harsh  measures  were  of  no  avail.  He  v 
sured  me,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  thit  k 
would  not  only  firmly  adhere  to  the  steps  be 
had 'already  uken,  but  would  pursue  such  oiben 
as  he  might  deem  necessary.  I  have  now,  hof^ 
ever,  to  inform  you  that  on  my  arrival  bere.tBJ 
in  consequence  of  my  having  officiallf  i&foriDC^ 
Mr.  Pulis  of  what  had  taken  place  at  TaBis,be 
has.  as  the  only  alternative  to  prevent  a  w? 
witadrawa  his  claim,  and  the  snip  has  been  tf 
stored  to  the  Bey's  Ambassador  at  this  phe^ 
whereby  our  relations  with  that  Regeocf  ^ 
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f^in  placed  on  the  same  fneudly  footing  On 
rhich  they  were  before  this  unfortunate  occur* 
ence  took  place. 

I  shall  sail  on  my  return  to  Tunis  immediately 
1  the  vessel  which  brought  me  here;  having 
bus  brought  the  difficulty  which  had  arisen  to 
n  amicable  conclusion,  on  terms  which,  I  trust, 
rill  be  satisfactory  to  my  Government. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
our  most  obedient^  humble  servant, 

C.  D.  GOXE. 

John  Qaviivo,  Esq. 


FRANCE. 


[Communicated  to  the  House,  Dec.  99,  1810.] 

Va  the  Hotise  of  Representatives  .• 

I  lay  before  the  House  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
etary  of  State,  complying  with  their  resolution 
(  the  21st  instant.  J.  MADISON. 

Dbcbmbbb  28, 1810. 

Defartmbnt  of  State,  Dec.  28, 1810. 

Sir  :  In  piirsuance  of  fi  resolution  of  the  House 
>f  Representatives,  of  the  21st  of  this  month,  I 
lave  the  honor  of  laying  before  you : 

Ist.  A  copy  (marked  A)  of  a  decree  of  the 
Smperor  of  France,  transmitted  to  this  Depart- 
sent  hv  Qenerai  Armstrong. 

2d. .  A  copy  /marked  B)  of  a  correspondence 
irith  General  Turreau.  ^ 

3d.  A  copy  (marked  C)  of  a  communication 
ost  received  from  Qeneral  Armstrong,  in  relation 
othe  duties. lately  imposed  by  |be  Emperor  of 
Prance. 

With  the  highest  respeet  and  consideration,  I 
lave  the  honor  to  remaia,  4c^. 

R.  SMItH. 

To  the  Pbbsidbnt  of  the  United  SkUet. 


A. 

Translation  of  a  decree  of  the  15th  iuly,  1810. 

Thirty  or  forty  American  vessels  may  import 
nto  France,  unaer  license,  cotton,  fish,  oil,  dye- 
yrood,  salt  fish,  codfish,  hides,  and  peltry.  They 
nay  export  wine,  brandy,  silks,  linens,  cloths, 
ewelry.  household  furniture,  and  other  roanu- 
actured  articles.  They  can  only  depart  from 
[Charleston  and  New  i  ork,  under  the  oblintion 
)f  bringing  with  them  a  gazette  of  the  Jay  of 
:heir  departure,  (American  gazette,)  moreover  a 
iertificate  of  the  origin  of  the  merchandise,  given 
by  the  French  Consul,  containing  a  sentence  in 
cipher.  The  French  merchantc,  who  shall  cause 
these  vessels  to  come,  must  prove  thai  they  are 
concerned  in  the  fabrics  at  Paris,  Rouen,  and 
other  towns. 

B. 

General  TuTreau  to  Mr.  Smith. 

Washington,  Sbv.  87, 1810. 
Sir  :  Since  our  last  conversation  relative  to  the' 
certificates  of  origin  given  by  the  Consuls  of  His 


Majesty  in  the  United  States,  I  have  collected  and 
read  over  the  different  orders  of  my  Court  on  that 
subject,  and  asked  of  the  Consul  General  of 
France  those  which  he  might  have  received  di- 
rectly on  this  part  of  the  service,  so  essential  for 
the  security  of  your  exportations. 

It  results  from  the  instructions  which  I  have 
received  directly,  and  from  those  that  have  been 
sent  to  the  Consul  Gkneral.  that  the  Consuls  of 
His  Majesty  in  the  United  States  do  not  deliver, 
or  must  not  hereafter  deliver,  under  any  pretext, 
any  certificate  of  origin  to  American  vessels  des*' 
tined  for  any  port  other  than  those  of  France; 
that  they  deliver  .them,  and  will  deliver  them 
hereafter,  to  all  American  vessels  destined  for  the 
ports  of  Fraocet  loaded  only  with  the  produce  of 
the  United  States;  that  all  the  certificates  ante- 
rior to  the  last  instructions,  attributed  to  the  Con- 
suls of  His  Majesty,  and  which,  it  is  pretended, 
were  given  for  colonial  producej  that  evidently 
came  from  England,  have  been  xhallen^ed  as 
fatsej  (argtUt  de  faujpj)  inasmuch  as  the  English 
pttbliely  fabricate  papers -of  this  sort  at  London. 

This,  sir,  is  all  that  it  is  possible  for  me  to  say 
to  you  at  present  respectins  certificates  of  origin. 

1  cannot  doubt  but  that  toe  Government  of  the 
United  States  will  see^in  these  regulations  of  my 
Court,  an  intention,  distinctly  pronounced,  of  fa- 
voring the  commercial  relations  between  France 
and  the  United  States  in  alt  the  objects  of  traffic 
which  shall  evidently  proceed  from  their  agricul- 
ture or  manufaatures. 

You  will  readily  perceive,' sir,  that,  in  giving 
this  latitude  to  the  mutually  advantageous  rela- 
tions of  the  two  friendly  people^  the  Emperor  can- 
not depart  from  the  system  of  exclusion  against 
Engtian  commerce,  without  losing  the  advantages  ^ 
which  His  Majesty  and  the  allied  Powers  must 
necessarily  expect  from  it. 

I  have  the  nonor  to  be,  with  high  eonsiderft- 
tion,  ^bo.  TORREAU. 

Hon.  R.  Smith.  Sec*  of  State..    . 


The  Secretary  of  State  (o  General  Turreau. 

Department  or  State,  Nov.  28, 1810. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receivlnff  your 
letter  of  yesterday,  stating  that  the  French  Con- 
suls in  ihe  United  States  are,  at  this  time,  author-- 
ized  to  deliver  certificates  of  origin  only  to  such 
American  vessels  as  are  bound  to  some  port  of 
France,  and  as  are  laden  with  the  produce  of  the 
United  States. 

It  will  afford  satisfaction  to  our  merchants  to 
know,  and,  therefore,  I  have  to  request  y9U  to  in- 
form me  whether,  in  American  vessels  having 
such  certificates  or  origin,  they  can  export  everjr 
kind  of  produce  of  the  United  States,  and  especi- 
ally cotton  and  tobacco. 

In  addition  to  the  intelligence  communicated 
in  your  letter  in  relation  to  the  certificates  of  ori- 
gin, I  have  the  honor  of  asking  from  you  infor- 
mation upon  the  following  questions : 

1st.  Have  not  the  French  Consuls  been  in  the 
practice,  under  the  authority. of  the  French  Qov-« 
ernmeot,  of  delivering,  in  the  ports  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  States,  certificates  of  orisin  for  American 
vessels  bound  to  the  ports  of  Prance  and  her  al- 
lies, and  laden  with  either  colonial  produce,  or 
the  produce  of  the  United  States? 

2d.  Have  the  French  Consuls  in  the  United 
States  lately  received  from  the  French  GK)vern- 
meot  instructions  not  to  deliver  such  certificates 
of  origin' for  American  ve5$els,  and  at  whjat  time 
did  thev  receive  such  instructions  ?  > 

3d.  At  what  time  did  the  French  Consuls  cease 
to  issue  certificates  of  origin  to  American  vessels, 
in  pursuance  uf  instructions  from  their  Govern- 
ment, in  cases  of  destination  to  ports  of  the  allies 
of  Prance  1 

These  facts  being  connected  with  questions  in- 
teresting to  our  merchants  in  foreign  tribunals, 
your  goodness  will  pardon  the  resort  to  your  aid 
in  ascertaining  them.     I  have,  &c. 

R.  SMITH. 

GfiN.  TORRfiAU,  &C. 


reach  then  a  f«f  w  d^ys  sooner  or  later,  tccate 
to  the  greater  or  less  distance  of  the  piica  gf 
their  residence. 

GoocerniDg  cotton  and  tobacco,  tbeir  iDpom* 
tion  into  Fraooe  is,  at  this  moment,  speeiallj  pn- 
hibited  \  but,  I  have  reasona  to  beliefe,  faiid  1 
pray  you,  meanwhile,  to  observe, sir,  (hat  imj  k 
not  rest  upon  any  facta,)  that  some  modicatiofis 
will  be  given  lo  this  absolute  eiclosioa.  These 
modifications  will  not  depend  opoa  the  chasee 
of  events,  but  will  be  the  result  of  oiber  moi- 
ures,  firm,  and  pursued  with  perse venuiec,  whick 
the  two  Governments  will  contioae  loadopc  !b 
withdraw  from  the  monopoly  and  from  the  vexi- 
tions  of  the  common  enemy  a  commerce  loyii 
(loyiDd)  and  necessary  to  France  as  well  as  to  tk 
United  States. 

Accept,  sir,  the  renewed  assuraoees  of  lor  hifi 
consideration.  '  TURREAC. 

Hon.  R.  Smith,  Sec^  q^  8U2ie, 


General  Turneau  to  Mr.  Sniith. 

Wasbinoton,  Dee.  12,  IBIO. 

Sir  :  If  I  have  not  replied  sooner  to  the  letter 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  on  the 
28cfa  of  last  month,  it  is  because  I  have  sought  ip- 
formation  from  the  Con5ul  Creneral  of  His  Maj- 
esty, whether  he  had  no^  received,  directly,  in- 
structions more  recent  than  those  which  I  had 
transmitted  to  him,  and,  also,  to  enable  me  to 
(^ive  a  {X)sitive  answer  to  the  questions  contained 
m  the  letter  referred  to  above. 

I  reply,  sir,  to  the  first  of  your  questions,  that 
Messieurs  the  Consuls  of  His  Majesty  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  always  delivered  certificates  of 
origin  to  American  vessels  for  the  ports  of 
France ;  they  did  it  in  execution  of  a  decree  of 
His  Majesty  of  the  first  of  Messtdor  of  the  year 
eleven.    . 

Messieurs  the  French  Consuls  have,  also,  deliv- 
ered them  to  vessels  d^tined  for  neutral  or  allied 
ports,  whenever  they  have  been  required  of  them. 
This  measure  was  sanctioned.'and  authorized  by 
a  circular  deapatcb  of  His  SscelieQcy  the  Minis- 
ter of  Foreign  Relations^  under  date  of  the  20th 
of  April,  1808.  This  despatch  prescribes  tbe  for- 
mality to  be  ffone  through  for  the  certificates  de* 
livered  in  sucn  cases. 

I  proceed  now,  sir,  to  reply  tQ  the  second  of 
your  questions. 

By  a  despatch  of  his  Excellency  the  Duke  of 
Cadore,  of  the  30th  of  August  last,  received  by 
the  Hornet,  the  13th  of  last  month,  and  of  which 
information  was  given  the  same  day  to. the  Con- 
suls and^'Vice  ConsuU  of  His  Majesty,  they  are 
expressly  prohibited  from  delivering  certificates  of 
origin  for  merchandise  of  any  kind,  or  under  any 
pretext  whatever,  if  the  vessels  are  not  destined 
for  Fiance. 

This  reply  to  your  second  question,  sir,  fur- 
nishes you  with  a  solution  of  the  third.  The 
Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  of  His  Majesty  will 
have  ceased  to  delirer  certificates  of  origin  to 
vessels  for  any  other  place  than  France,  immedi 
ately  on  the  receipt  of  this  circular,  which  wil.  I 


The  Secratary  of  State  4o  Gcneitl  Toobh, 

DePARTHBIVT  OP  StaTB,  DtC  l^  IBlO. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  of  reeeiriof  f« 
letter  of  the  12th  instant,  in  reptftomyiBqiunei 
in  relation  to  certificates  of  origin,  as  veil  v  10 
the  admission  into  Fraoce  of  the  products  of  tse 
agriculture  ef  the  United  States. 

From  your  letter,  it  appears  that  ihefaparts- 
tion  into  France  of  cotton  and  tobacco,  lie  pro- 
duce of  the  United  States,  is,  at  this  tiffle.»P«»* 
ally,  and  absolutely  prohibited. 

From  the  decree  of  the  15th  July,  it,nor»w, 
appears  that  there  can  be  no  importitioi  tsis 
Prance  but  upon  terms'and  conditioo*  ntterlf  w- 
admissible;  and  that,  therefore,  there  «s  *^  " 
importation  at  all  of  the  foUowiof  srucl«i  tie 
produce  of  the  United  States,  ataely,  fi«^j 
dye-wood,  salt  fish,  codfish,  hides,  aod  peltrj. 

As  these  enumerated  articles  eonrtttttt  ue 
great  mass  of  the  exports  from  the  Usiw  Sit» 
to  France,  the  mind  is.natorally  ••"^jjj^ 
survey  of  the  actual  eondition  of  theconmewai 
relations  between  the  two  countries,  aod  lo  \m 
consideration  that  no  practical  good,  ^i^^y* 
notice,  has  resulted  to  the  United  States  from  tie 

revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  ^ief"*^.^"* 
bined,  as  it  unexpectedly  has  been,  withacte^ 
in  the  commercial  system  of  France,  «o  momea- 
tons  to  the  United  States.  .  .  r   ;«, 

The  act  of  Congress  of  May  last  had  forio 
object,  not  merely  tlie  recognition  of  a  *P*^ . 
tive  legitimate  principle,  but  the  enjoT©»»r; 
substantial  benefit.  The  overture  therein  p^ 
sented,  obviously  embraced  the  idea  o*  ^^  y^ 
cial  advantage.  It  included  the  i«««^";  ya!! 
lief  that  an  abrogation  of  the  Berlift  aod  »ijw 
decrees  would  leave  the  ports  of  Frso^^  %^ti 
for  the  introduction  of  the  produce  of  *h«_j^^ 


States,  aa  they  were  previously  to  the  ^^^  * 
tion  ot  those  decrees.  ^.,    x^ 

The  restrietiooa  of  tbe  Beriia  ao^  f  r*:^ 
crtfas  bad  the  effect  of  restraiaiog  ^^.^  pjgoee. 
merchant?  from  sending  their  ^^^  \^  |)«i 
The  interdictions  in  the  system  that  iw^ 
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ubstituted  against  the  admiasion  of  American 
iroduct3  will  bare  the  effect  of  imposiog  upon 
hem  an  equa,!  restraint.  If,  then,  for  the  revoked 
lecrees,  municipal  laws,  producing  the  same  com- 
nercial  effect,  have  bc»a  snbstitated,  the  mode 
lolfj  and  not  the  measure,  ha«  anderffone  an  al- 
eration.  And.  however  true  it  may  be  that  the 
bange  is  lawful  iti  form,  it  i^,  nevertheless,  as 
rue,  that  it  is  essentially  unfriendlyj  and  that  it 
loes  not  at  all  comport  with  U^e  ideas  anaplred  by 
our  letter  of  the  27ih  ultimo,  in  which  you  were 
(leased  to  declare  the  **  distinctly  pronounced  in- 
ention  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  of  favoring  the 
ommercial  relations  between  France  and  the 
Jnited  States  in  all  the  objects  of  traffic  which 
hall  evidently  proceed  from  their  agriculture^  or 
nanufactures." 

If  France,  bv  her  own  acts,  has  blocked  up  the 
K)rts  a^inst  the  introduction  of  the  {)roducts  of 
:he  United  States,  what  ndotive  has  this  Govern- 
ment, in  a  discossion  with  a  third  Power,  to  insist 
)n  the  privilege  of  going  to  France  ?  Whence 
he  inducetneot  to  urge  the  annulment  6f  a  block- 
ide  of  France,  when,  if  annulled,  no  American 
»rgoes  could  obtain  a  market  in  any  of  her 
)orts  ?  In  'such  a  stale  of  things,  a  blockade  t>f 
be  coast  of  France  would  he  to  the  United  States 
IS  QQimportant  as  would  be  a  blockade  of  the 
:oast  of  the  Caspian  sea.  . 

The  British  edicts  may  be  viewed  as  having  a 
loable  relation;  first,  to  the  wrong  done  io.tb« 
Joited  States }  secondly,  to  the  wrong  done  to 
France.  And  it  is  in  the  latter  relation  only, 
bat  France  haa  a  right  to'  speak.  Bot,  what 
vrong,  it  may  be  asked,  can  France  suffer  from 


13th  of  Ust  month,  aad  then^  only  in  consequence 
of  a  despatch  from  the  Duke  of  Cadore,  bearing 
date  the  30th  of  August  preceding.  THia  satit- 
faction  arises  from  the  hope  that  similar  informa- 
tion may  have  been  given  to  the  Danish  Govern- 
ment, and  from  a  sef  se  of  the  happy  iolittence 
which  such  a  communication  Will  4iave  ^ad  on 
the  American  property  that  had  been  seized  and 
detained  by  the  privateers  of  Denmark,  upon  the 
supposition  that  these  certificates  of  origm  were 
spurious,  and  not  authorized  by  the  French  Gov- 
ernment. It  is,  nevertheless,  to  be  regretted,  that 
the  /unctionaries  of  France  in  Denmark  had  bot 
made  known  to  the  Danish  authorities,  during  the 
occurrence  of  siich  outrages  on  the  American 
trade,  the  error  of  denouncing  as  illegitimate  nu- 
then  tic  documexits  which  -had  been  lawfully  is- 
sued by  the  acon^dited  agents-  of  His  Imperial 
Majesty.    I  have  the.  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

'        B.^MITH. 
General  Tdbbbaq,  dbc. 


British   orders  which  co-operate  with  her  own  { tion. 


Tranriation  of  a  letter  /from  General  Tarreau  to  Hf* 

>,      /  Smith. 

WasbingtoNj  Dec.  25, 1810. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  letter  you  have  done 
me  the  honor  to  write  lire  on  the  18th  of  thia 
month,  and  I  hasten  to  transmit  a  copy  of  it  to 
his  Excellency  the  Duke  de  Cadore. 

This  despatch,  sir,  being  an  answer  to  the  let- 
lers  which  Lhad  the  honor  to  write  to  you  on  thet 
27th  of  November  and  the  12th  of  this  month, 
naturally  takes  me  back  to  their  object,  to  which 
L  believe  it  is  my  duty  again  to  call  your  atten- 


egulations  ? 

However  sensible  the  United  States  may  be  to 
he  violation  of  their  neutrat  rights  under  those 
!dicts,  yet;  if  FrUtace  herself  has,  hy  her  own 
icts,  rendered  it  a  theoretical  instead  of  a  pr^Cti- 
;al  violation,,  it  is  for  this  Government  to  decide 
m  the  degree  in  which  sacrifices  of  ain^y  sort  may 
)e  required  by  consideratians  which  peculiarly 
ind  exclusively  relate  to  the  United  States.  Cer- 
ain  it  is,  that  the  inducements  to  such, sacrifices 
ire  weakened,  as  far  as  France  can  weaken  them, 
>y  having  converted  the  right  to  be  maintained 
nto  a  naked  one,  whilst  the  sacrifices  to  he  mafle 
f^ould  be  aubstantial  and  extensive. 

A  hope,  however,  is  indulged,  that  your  in- 
itructions  from  your  Government  will  soon  enable 
rou  to  give  some  saiisfaotory  explanations  of  the 
neasures  to  which  reference  has  been'  mdde,  and 
bat  their  operation,  in  virtue  of  modifications 
i^hich  have  not  yet  transpired;  will  not  be  as  hais 
!)een  herein  represented. 

The  President  has  received  With  great  satisfac- 
ion  the  information  that  the  Consuls  of  France 
liave  been  heretofore^  in  .the  ofilcial  and  author- 
zed  practice  of  furnuhing  certificates  of  origin 
to  American  vessels,  as  well  as  to  those  destined 
lo  neutral  ports,  as  to  those  whose  sovereigns  are 
in  alliance  W^th  France  t  ttnd  that  this  practice, 
sanctioned  by  the  French  Government^  did  i^ot 
cease  in  any  part  of  the  United.  Stales  before  the 


I  pray  you  to  observe  cl^at  the  last  instructions 
I  have  received  from  my  Court  relative  to  the 
new  directions  the  commerce  of  France  with  the 
United  States  must  follow,.are  of  a  very  old  date ; 
the  official  despatches  from  which  I  have,  taken 
them  are  of.  the  12th  and  28th  of.  April  last.      • 

It  is  the  more  probable  that  the  regulations  of 
my  Government,  in  regard  to  tbia  commerce, 
have  undergone  some  modifications,  as  the  Con- 
sul General  received  by  the  Hornet  despatches  of 
the  10th  July,  and  22d  «nd  30th  August  last,  ii^ 
which  it  is  specially  stated  that  cottons  may  be 
imported  into  France  in  American  vessels,  and 
under  certain  regulations ;  whereas,  according  to 
the  instructions  which  were  addressed  to  me  oo 
the  12th  and  28th  of  April  preceding,  cotton  and 
tobacco  are  specially  prohibited. 

I  will  add  to  these  data,  (ce«  domieiay)  that^ 
according  to  tb^  orders,  transmitted  to  the  Con- 
suls of  His  Majesty  respecting  certificates  of  ori« 
gin,  and  under  the  date  befbre  cited,  (30ih  August 
Ust,)  they  may  deliver  them  to«U  American  ves- 
sels destined  for  France;  observibg  that  these 
certificates  are  not  Applicable  but  to  the  product0 
of  the  United  State*.  If  these  certificates  of  ori- 
gin cannot  be  applied  but  to  the  productions  of 
the  United  States,  and  cannot  be  given  to  any 
vessels  but  those  destined  for  France,  the  intro- 
ductionof  these  prodiiciioiis  is  not  then  prohibited 
Uieie. 
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Eelatitms  itiih  France. 


Yoa  will  be  pleAsed  especially  to  obeerve,  sir, 
that  the  difipesuions  which  were  annouoeed  to 
me  by  the  deRpatches  of  the  12th  aod  28th  of 
April,  are,  of  course,  anterior  to  the  repeal  of  the 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  and  are  necessarily 
without  an  object  ihe  moment  the  said  decrees 
are  no  longer  in  force.  I  do  not  know  of  any 
subsequent  acts  wtch  modify  this  repefll ;  for  the 
instructions  already  cited,  sent  to  the  Consul 
General  the  30th  of  August  last,  relatin^e  to  the 
certificates  of  origin,  are  only  a  consequence  of 
it,  and  formally  exclude  only  colonial  productions. 

Furthermore  sir,  I  have  before  roe  the  letters 
of  the  Duke  of  Cadore  to  Greoeral  Armstrong, 
under  date  of  the  5th  of  August  and  I2th  Septem- 
ber, of  which  copies  have  &en  sent  to  me  by  or- 
der of  rov  Court.  These  are  the  only  documents 
on  which  it  seems  to  me  reasonable  to  fix  the  at- 
tention, {a'arriter,)  and  I  see  in  them  nothing 
which  can  cause  it  to  be  supposed  that  the 
French  Government  may  have  bad  an  intention 
to  modify  or  to  restrict  ihe  repeal  of  the  befoFC 
cited  decrees.  This  act  con  tarns  no  reserve;  it 
does  not  exact  any  guaranty.'  The  declaration  of 
the  Dokeof  Cadore  is  formal;  and  it  is  the  provi- 
sions themselves  of  the  act  of  the  honorable  Con- 
gress of  the  1st  of  May  Ust,  which  have  dictated 
to  him  the  consequence. 


I  seize  this  occasion  with  eagerness^  sir,tQtt* 
new  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  ki^h  eo&sik- 
atioo.  TURREAU. 


C. 
General  AimstroQg  to  Mr.  fimith. 

Wa»hinoton,  HacsetnAer  27, 1816. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  document^  marked  1  tU 
2;  were  intended  to  have  made  part  of  my  last 
communication.  The  paper,  eotitled  Avis  a 
commerce,  ^.  (notice  to  merchants^)  conuisst 
-tariflTof  the  new  duties  payable  in  France,  aaj 
shows,  besides,  what  are  the  articles  of  commcne 
admis&ible  there.  If  this  paper  has  no  otto 
value,  it  will  be  found  ioiportant  from  the  iilos' 
tration  it  gives  to  that  passage  of  the  Duke  of 
Cadore's  letter  to  me  of  the  12th  of  Septemba 
last,  in  which  he  says  that  ^  American  veneb 
loaded  with  merchandise,  the  s^owih  of  the  Ame- 
rican States,  will  be  received  without  difficoUr 
into  the  ports  of  France.''  It  is  also  in  pofect 
concert  with  the  practice  of  the  French  costMt- 
house,  in  the  case  of  the  ship  Ida,  coming  frea 
Boston  with  a  cargo  of  cotton.    I  am,  sir,  &c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Hon.  Robert  Smith,  Sec^ry  of  State. 


Notice  to  merchants  on  the  ecale  <fihM  Ut  nf  Augu^^  1810. 


Designation. 


Oars, 

Cotton  of  BttuU,  Surinam,  Cayenne,  Demara- 
ra,  and  Georgia — ^kmg  staple        ... 

Cotton  of  everv  other  count^  except  Naples   - 
Logwood       •-.•••. 
Cocoa  --•••... 
Ooffee  in  bags        •••... 
Cofiea  in  casks       ...... 

Cigars  in  boxes     •-•*•. 

CloTM  in  bags     . . 

Oum  Arabic  in  bags  -     -       ...       . 

Fish  oil  in  casks    -••••• 

beans  in  hogsheads        -        •        -        •   '    • 
Indigo  in  scroons  ••..•• 
Indigo  in  cases  and  casks        «       .       •       • 
Potash  in  casks      -        -        -        - 

Black  pepper  in  bags      -        •        - 

Oak  plank . 

Peruvian  berk  in  boxes 

PeruTiali  bark  in  seroons        -     '  - 

Rice  in  barrels        --.... 

Ihun  (otf  Utre) 

Rooou  in  casks       -       .   •    • 

Clayed  sugar  in  boxes  and  casks 

Raw  sugar  in  boxes  and  bamb       ... 

Tobacco  in  leaf»  box,  or  hogshead  - 

Tobacco  in  saea  on  pamien    .... 


Custom-liouflo  dat 


6  per  cent 
6  per  cent. 


cent 
cent 
cent» 
cent 
cent 
cent 
cent 
cent 


3  per 

3  per 

IS  per 

15  per 
S  per 
apar 

16  per 
IS  per 

6per 
13  per 
13  per 

3per 

13  per  cent 

3  per  cent 

13  per  cent 

13  per  cent 
IS  per  cent 
15  per  cent. 
13  per  cent 
S  per  cent 


cent 
oent 
cent 


\ 


\ 


3  francs  the  100. 

800  francs  the  100  kittogiamaMe 
600  francs  the  100  killogramaiea. 
80  francs  the  100  killogrmmaiea.' 
1000  franoi  (he  100  killograauaM. 

400  francs  the  tOO  kiUograauaes. 

400  fr'cB  the  100  kill,  and  80  mi  mann&cton. 
600  francs  the  100  killogrammee. 

4  francs  8  centimes  the  100  kiBogrsaBMC- 
36  francs  the  100  killogrmmmes. 

100  eentimas  the  100  killogrammea. 

900  franca  the  100  killosrammea. 

16  centinies  per  100  franca. 
400  fraacs  the  lOOkiilograiaaMa. 
16  centimes  per  eent  «il  wflfcacw 

300  francs  the  100  kiOogrammcs. 

10  francs  the  100  kiDogiammea. 

80  centimes  U  Hire* 

13  francs  the  100  kiUogrammaa. 
400  franoi  the  100  kiUogrammaa. 
300  francs  the  100  killogrammea. 

400  fr'cs  the  lOOkilL  and  80ob  BMBnftcti» 


NoTx« — ^The  additional  tenth  is  not  conpriaad  in  the  above  duties. 


The  document  of  which  the  abofe  m  a  traaalation,  is  in  print ;  and  under  the  words  «  Custom-hosir 
duties,    C'Z^rpite  rie  Douane/')  aza  in  nuuiuscript  the  Mowing  words,  Vis :  «  By  deoee  of  6th  August,  1810." 
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RdationM  vfiih  Spain, 


SPAIN. 

[Commuiiicatad  to  Congreit,  Januify  10>  1811.] 

To  the  Senate  and  Hou$e  of 

Repft»mtaHu9  0/  ike  UmUd  Staiee  .- 

I  eommuoicate  to  Coogress,  ra  coDfidenee,  the 
ranslatioD  of  a  letter  from  Luis  de  Onis,  the  Cap- 
lin  GeDeral  of  the  province  of  Caraecas. 

The  teodencf  of  misrepresentiitions  and  sug- 
[estioDs,  which,  it  mhj  be  inferred  from  this  spe* 
imen.  enter  into  more  important  correspondences 
f  the  writer,  to  promote  is  foreign  epudeils,  at 

critical  pei-iod,  views  adverse  to  the  peace  and 
0  the  best  interests  of  oar  country,  renders  the 
onteots  of  th«  letter  of  sufficient  moment  to  be 
nade  known  to  the  Legislature. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

January  19,  ISII.     • 


'Tsnslation  of  a  letter  from  Luis  de  Onis  to  the  Cap- 
tain Geoeralof  the  Province  of  the  Caraecas,  da(ed 

Crrr  OF  P^ILADBLPBIA, 

February  2, 1810. 

The  Adminntration  of  this  (Govern nleut)  har- 
)g  put  the  stamp  upon  the  serrtle  meanness  and 
dulatioQ  in  which  they  stand  In  relation  to  their 
racle,  Bonaparte,  the  day  before  yesterday,  by 
leir  direction,  Mr..  Bppes,  the  son-i;i  law  of  the 
)rmer  President,'  Jeflerson,  made  a  proposition 
lat  a  Minister  should  be  immediately  sent  to 
)seph  Bonaparte,  at  Madrid.  This  was  sup- 
9rted,  in  the  cdmmittee  in  which  the  House 
len  was,  by  Mr.  Cotts,  who  is  the  brother- in-law 
^  President  Madison.  There  were  various  de- 
ites,  there  were  bowlings  of  the  tribunals,  there 
ere  sarcasms  Against  the  So|>reme-  Central 
mta,  and  many  trifling  observations  from  one 
irty  and  the  other,  amooff  which  mention  was 
ade  of  the  arrival  of  a  Minister  from  the  Su- 
eme  Junta,  and  of  this  Oovemment's  having 
isely  refused  to  receive  him ;  and,  at  letigth,  a 
>te  was  taken,  from  which  it  resulted  ^hac,  for 
e  present,  no  Minister  was  to  be  sent  to  Joseph* 

In  the  annexed  paper  you  will  see  all  th6  de- 
tes,  which,  ibr  want  of  time,  I  have  not  been 
»le  to  have  transited.  If  vour  Bxcellem^y 
ould  not  be  informed,  by  my  rormer  despatches, 

the  mode  of  thinking  of  the  present  Adminis- 
ition,  this  alone  will  show  the  little  hope  there 
of  obtaining  anything  favorable  from  it,  but 

enerey,  by  force,  and  by  chastisement. 
The  faeilityt— I  agaih  repeat  it,  and  1  will  re- 
at  it  a  thousand  times — wirii  which  American 
ssels  are  admitted  into  odr  colonics,  prefer- 
igr  them  to  our  own,  makes  thdse  |>eople  be- 
rve  that  our  weakness  does  not  permit  us  even 

talk  to  them  on  equal  terms,  much  less  to  take 
easnres  which  may  injure  them;  From  hence 
rings  the  great  opinion  {la  grande  opitdon) 
ey  have,  that  the  intruder,  Joseph,  will  rul^  in 
[>aiD  aud  her  colonies;  and  hence  the  incite- 
ent  to  their  scandalous  conduct  in  promoting, 
'  every  m«ans  in  their  power,  the  machinations 


of  Joseph  to  make  himself  master  of  our  colonies, 
as  if  upon  that  depended  their  happiness. 

The  determination  of  inaking  war  on  En^and, 
and  of  treatipg  Spain  with  contempt,  supposing 
that  her  nullity  did  not  entitle  her  to  anything 
else,  was  taken  bv  the  present  Administration 
some  time  since^  though  it  was  not  in  them  the 
determination  of  reason.  To  accomplish  it,  they 
thought  of  formine  an  alliance,  ofTensive  and  de- 
fensive, between  France,  Russia,  Denmark,  Swe» 
deu)  and  the  United  States ;  and  some  even  sup- 
pose that  it  is  fbrmed.  With  this  object  they 
nave  sent  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Court  of  St.  Petera- 
bur^hj.in  quality  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  di- 
recting him  to  examine  on  his  way  (hactrndde 
recorreir  at  pan)  the  Courts  of  Stockholm  and 
Copenhagen ;  but,  notwiihstandiuff  this,  if  Eng- 
land shoind  display  her  energy,  in  however  smaU 
a  degree,  and  ir,  on  our  part,  some  vessels  should 
be  sent  to  their  coasts,  and  some  troops  should 
draw  near  to  Louisiana,  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  we  should  see  these  provinces  separated  and 
divided  into  two  or  three  Republics,  and,  conse- 
quently, they  would  remain  in  a  state  of  perfect 
nullity  We  should  soon  have  from  the  Repub- 
lic of  the  North,  which  would  be  our  friend,  all 
the  supplies  "which  are  now  drawn  from  the 
others,  who  would  perish  from  poverty  and  quar- 
rels among  themselves. 

This  eountrjr  is  now  without  a  cent,  with  a 
deficit  of  four  millions  of  dollars  in  her  revenue, 
with  not  more  of  an  eflTective  army  than  six  thou- 
sand despicable  men,  of  whom  two  thousand  five 
hundred,  that  they  nad  at  New  Orleans^  are  re- 
duced by  death  to  six  hundred;  and  although 
they  have  passed  a  law  for  one  hundred  thou- 
sand, much  time  and  mooef  will  be  necessary  to 
organize  them.  Its  navy  is  for  the  m<^t  part 
disarmed,  although  they  oropose  to  arm  it,  and 
the  whole  of  it  is  reduced  to  eight  or  nine  fri- 
gates. The  blindness  of  these  people  is  such, 
that  the  Secretarv  of  the  Treasury  (GaHatin) 
speaking  with  Coionel  Joseph  de  Qoozales,  late 
Governor  of  Puno,  who,  from  his  having  come 
from^  the  Havana,  Mexico,  and  other  provinces, 
he  believed  (not  knowing  his  integrity)  to  be  one 
of  the  many  emissaries  of  Napoteoo^  the  caste 
which  abounds  most  here,  offered  to  him  the  con- 
stitution of  Paine,  and  other  papers  relative  to 
the  liberiy[  which  here  they  dispute  about,  per- 
suading him  to  send  them  to  Mexico  ana  our 
other  colonies,  and  that  he  should  endeavor  to 
induce  them  to  unite  themseWes  to  this  Repub* 
lie ;  thai  here  they  were  ready,  if  this  succeeded, 
to  move  near  to  them,  or  even  to  place  in  their 
country  the  seat  of  Grovernment.  These,  sir, 
are  the  ideas  with  which  this  Administration  is 
animated.  Notwithstanding,  at  the  time  they 
observed  this  conduct,  they  sent  General  Sumter 
in  the  character  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to 
Rio  Janeiro. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

LUIS  DE  ONIS. 

To  TaS  CaPTAIII  GBItSIIAL 

o/the  Provmce  ofCaraecoB. 
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Encouragement  to  Manttfacture$. 


EPTCOUKAGKMENT  TO  MANUFACTURES. 

CoaunttQioated  to  Um  Senate,  Janoary  99,  1811. 

7b  the  honorable  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales, 
the  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  citizens  of  the 
iewn  of  Lexington,  and  eounty  of  Fayette,  and 
State  of  Kentucky ,  respectfully  showeth  : 

That  the  present  situation  of  the  mechanics 
and  manufacturers  of  the  United  States^  is  pecu- 
liarly interesting  to  the  people  generally,  and 
well  deserves  the  attention  of  Congress.  In  all 
the  acts  and  deliberations  of  your  honorable 
body,  it  appears  to  your  memorialists,  that  a  pre- 
dilection tor  the  interest  of  commerce  has  always 
beda  discoverable,  while  little  has  been  done  m 
favor  of  the  internal  industry  of  the  country. 
Your  revenue  system,  it  must  be  confessed,  has 
afforded  it  some  partial  protection ;  but  that  sys- 
tem appears  to  have  been  calculated  onlv  for  the 
purposes  of  revenue;  and,  as  powerfully  as' it 
might  be  made  to  encourage  domestic  manufac- 
tures, no  act  seems  to  have  been  adopted  with, 
that  view;  on  the  contrary,  commerce  has  met 
with  your  exclusive  protection  and  support.  To 
prove  this,  let  us  refer  to  the  immense  sums  that 
have  been  expended  in  the  fortification  of  the 
seaports;  to  the  establishment  of  a' navy ;  to  the 
expenditures  occasioaed  by  our  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations;  to  the  duties  which  have  been 
laid  on  foreign  tonnage;  to  the  bounties  which 
protect  the  fisheries;  to  the  credits  given  to  mer- 
chants at  our  custom-houses;  and,  in  fine,  to  the 
many  sacrifices  which  have  been  made  to  com- 
merce. We  do  not,  however,  condemn  that  pol- 
icy which  gives  bounties  and  protection  to  the 
merchant;  nor,  though  local  in  its  operation,  to 
the  support  which  is  afforded  to  the  fisherman. 
We  feel,  upon  those  subjects,  as  Americans  should 
do.  Remote  as  we  are  situated  from  the  seats  of 
commerce,  we  do  not  repine  at  tho6e  regulations 
which  are  made  for  its  oenefit,  and  are  content 
when  any  species  of  enterprise  and  industry  is 
encouraged  oy  the  Government — for  we  know 
well,  that  the  United  States  compose  an  exten- 
sive nation ;  that  our  citizens  are  scattered  over 
an  immense  countryr,  having  various  soils  and 
climates,  with  as  various  pursuits  adapted  there- 
to ;  and  that  a  Government  forming  l^ws  for  this 
population  must  consult  the  wants  and  necessi- 
ties of  each,  and,  by  attending  to  particulars,  prO' 
mote  the  general  good  of  the  whole.  We  com- 
plain only  because  the  protection  and  encourage- 
ment of  industry  js  not  made  universal,  and  ex- 
tended to  every  pursuit  which  is  known  in  our 
country.  If  it  be  just  in  a  Republic,  established 
for  the  common  good,  to  give  to  any  one  pursuit 
bounties,  encouragement,  and  protection,  we  hold 
it  as  an  undeniable  truth,  that  all  other  pursuits 
are  equally  entitled  to  them.  That  the  industry 
of  the  mechanics  and  manufactures  should  like- 
wise be  protected,  kppears  from  other  and  power- 
fill  considerations; 

The  rapid  accumulation  of  wealth  which  the 
United  States  have  tnade  since  the  wars  of  the 
i?.^..^H  Revolution^  was  occasioned  by  an  un- 


natural extension  of  commerce,  aad  an  oiuta* 
rai  demand  for  the  productions  of  oor  agrievi. 
ture.    The  labor  there  withdrawn  from  igrical- 
ture,  the  ravages  of  contending  annia,  and  tiv 
destruction  of  the  commercial  navy  ofeootioea- 
tal  Europe,  created  a  deaoand  for  onr  produce, 
and  gave  such  employment  to  onr  shipping  ud 
such  encouragement  to  our  merchants  as  to  oca* 
Sion  that  rapid  accumulation  of  wealth,  and  tbtte 
internal  improvements  which  have  even  astoi* 
ished  ourselves  and    been   the  wonder  of  ik 
world*    Upon  the  continuance  of  this  stale  tf 
things  we  are  not  to  depend.    An  eteroal  war  is 
Europe  is  not  to  be  expected;  the  state  is  omui^ 
urai;  and  experience  shows,  that  ^ne  party  mu 
^ive  wav  when  its  resources  are  exhaosted^ork 
IS  humbled  by  the  victories  of  its  enemy.  Whs 
this  period  arrives,  what  has  heretofore  beeotbe 
life  of  our  industry,  will  no  longer  animate  it 
and  we  shall  be  compelled  to  look  to  other  r- 
sources  to  preserve  the  wealth*  which  we  Iuti 
acquired.    But  how  can  it  be  preserved  if  we  is 
not  change  our  system,  and  Congress  does  sot 
give  another  direction  to  the  industry  of  ti» 
country?    Where  shall  we  find  a  market  for tk  i 
productioiis  of  our  soil?    And  where  wiKw 
shipping  find  employment? 

A  brief  view  of  the  history  of  our  comDcm  ' 
we  conceive,  will  place  this  subject  ia  a  proper  ' 
point  of  riew. 

Before  eur.  Revolutionary  \war,  our  miiicfi 
were  in  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  aod  «^ 
of  the  colonies  of  European  Powers  as  veewU 
obtain  admittance  into  by  smoggling.    After  i^ 
peace  of  1783,  we  lost  the  regular  market  of  m 
former;  and  the  latter,  being  precarioos  la  iu 
iMtore^  was.  of  little  moment.    Such  weretke 
colonial  and  commercial  systems  <  of  Europe,  v 
not  to  permit  the  iatroducaon  into  their  domii- 
ions,  of  articles  which  they  could  produce  tiiea' 
selves,  unless  in  seasons  of  scarcity  ;  so  thatdv* 
ing  the  period  of  time  which  elapsed  between  the 
acknowledgment  of  our  independence  aad  ihe 
commencement  of  the  French  Revolution,  all  d 
our  citixens  who  depended  upon  Ibreign  cos- 
merce,  were  often  reduced  to  great  distrea.  Tm 
importation  of  foreign  commmlities  dtmiacd  uscf 
our  treasures ;  and  our  other  comnoerce  did  do! 
bring  us  back  a  correspondent  proportion  of  tlie 
precious  metals.    Have  we  discovered  that  theie 
exists  in  the  breast  of  the  rulers  of  Europe  aof 
disposition  to  abandon,  upon  the  return  of  peiee 
their  systems  of  commerce  ?    Even  during  (int 
wars  which  have  raged  for  a  few  years  past^tbeT 
have  renewed  their  prohibitions  whenever  tkejf 
could  do  without  us.    In  times  of  peace,  the  Pos- 
ers of  Europe  can  supply  themselves  and  tbei 
colonies  with  all  the  provisions  which  they  naf 
have  occasion  for.    Their  colonies  can  rifsl  Qs 
in  tobacco,  and  in-  all  the  raw  materials  which 
they  want  for  manufactures.    In  their  ports  we 
are,  therefore,  to  expect  a  permanent  market  for 
a  small  part  of  pur  productions  only,  and  but  as 
uncertain  and  temporary  one  for  the  balk  of 
them.    Asia  and  Africa  want  nothing  from  Q& 
We  hazard  nothing,  then,  when  if  e  assert,  thit 
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fter  the  wars  of  Europe  are  over,  foreign  mair- 
:ets  will  not  be  found  for  our  surplus  produce,  and 
bat  we  shall  be  compelled  4o  look  at  home  for 
he  reward  of  our  labor.  Another  fact,  perhaps, 
mght  not  to  pass  unnoticed.  Our  country  is  rap- 
dl/  increasing  in  population,  and  its  surplus  pro- 
luce  for  exportation  must  increase  in  an  equal 
alio.  Not  so  the  demand  of  foreiga  markets. 
\\\  those  circumstances  combine,  in  the  opinion 
)f  your  memorialists,  to  s^ow  the  policy  of  direct- 
Dg  the  industry  of  our  citizens  into  such  chan- 
leTs  as  will  not  be  affected  by  the  edicts,  regula- 
ations,  and  wars  of  Europe;  and  to  prepare,  in 
ime,  for  that  change  in  business,  which  must 
ake  placp|  (and  to  the  general  distress  of  the 
ouDtry,)  whe2  a  peace  there  will  put  an  end  to 
)ur  carrying  trade,  and  destroy  the  markets  foe 
lur  produce.  -     ^ 

A  change  like  this,  in  the  direction  of  capital 
ind  labor,  Ht  moreover  appears  lo  your.memo- 
ialists,)  will  have  a  beneficial  effect  upon  bur  fqr- 
;iga  relations.  If  our  most  important  market  be 
It  home,  so  large  a  proportion  of  our  property 
vill  not  be  subjected  to  the  depredations  of  the 
urates  of  the  ocean ;  and  the  people,  less  embar- 
assed  by  the  Interruptions,  of  commerce,  will 
acre  readily  unite  in  measures  calculated  to  vin- 
licate  the  honor,  ^6.  assert  the  rights  of  the 
latioD.  To  prove  this,  let  us  appeal  to  facts ;  the 
nost  recent,  ant),  of  course,  the  most  convincing, 
tave  happened  within  a  few  years.  The  edicts  of 
Trance  and  England}  whicn  produced  the  em- 
bargo, occasioned,  also,  the  interruption  of  that 
lommerce,  upon  which  much  labor  depended  for 
tmployoient,  the  merchant  for  his  profits,  and  the 
armer  foir  the  sale  of  his  productions.  Some 
iapital  was  idle,  many  vessels  were  rotting  in. our 
K)rts,  produt:e  round  no  market,  and  the  plough 
n  some  places  was  abandoned.  Patriotism  would 
)rompt  us  to  sufier  for  our  country.  But  the 
ailor  cannot  feed  himself  in  port;  the  farmer, 
lislikes  to  lose  his  crops;  the  merchant  looks 
vith  impatience  upoii  blasted  prospects  and 
uined  fortunes;  and  few  will  be  content  to  live 
m  patriotism  while  their  families  are  starving, 
lad  our  aciiog  capital  given  life  to  domestic 
)ursuits;  had  it  given  employment  to  labor;  had 
»ur  provisions  been  consumed,  and  our  raw  mate- 
ials  been  fabricated  by  domestic  artisans,  instead 
»f  the  farmer  being  compelled  to  look  abroad  in 
earch  of  a  market  for  both,  we  should  not  have 
elt  so  much  the  nressure  of  the  embargo,  nor 
Vould  our  interest  have  warred  with  our  patriot- 
sm.  Thi^  is  the  course  of  human  events,  and 
listory  proves,  that  the  rulers  of  nations  have 
rlways  been  obliged  to  accommodate  their  dif- 
erences  with  others,  upon  better  or  worse  condi- 
ioQs,  according  as  the  contest  bore  heavy  or  not 
ipon  their  own  people.  Were  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  however,  in  the  situation  alluded  to, 
low  difierent  would  be  the  attitude  which  our 
Glovernment  could  assume!  And  how  much  less 
srould  foreign  Powers  calculate  upon  exciting  a 
slamor  against  it  by  the  interruption  of  our  com- 
merce, or  the  general  stagnation  of  our  business. 

That  the  interest  of  the  country  coincides  with 


the  political  and  national  considerations  which 
we  have  enumerated  in  sui)port  of  domestic  man- 
factures,  has  been  the  opinion  of  the  most  en- 
lightened statesmen  of  whom  America  can  boast, 
and  moreover,  appears, from  very  obvious  reasons. 
Upon  the  quantum  of  its  labor  is  said  to  depend 
the  wealth  of  a  nation.  But,  to  create  wealth, 
labor  must  be  productive;  and  those  pursuits 
which  put  most  of  it  ioto  action  seem  b^st  calcu- 
lated to  make  it  so.  There  is  no  pursuit — agri- 
culture excepted — which  has  an  effect  of  this 
nature,  equal  to  that  of  the  mechanic  and  manu- 
facturer. The  manufacturer  works  up  our  raw 
ipatferials,  |ind  consumes  our  provisions.  What 
he  earns  is  kept  at  home,  and  is  almost  imme- 
diately circulated  again,  by  various  chiCnnels, 
through  society.  The  me'rcnant  is  by  no  means 
so  Useful  a  character;  part  of  his  gains  are  seat- 
abroad,  atid  paid  away  to  foreigners.  The  me- 
chanic and  manufacturer  likewise  contribute  to 
make  the  country  really  independent,  by  furnish- 
ing those  supplies  which  we  should  otherwise  be 
dependent  for  on  foreign  nations.  The  nation 
which  produces  but  a  small  part  of  what  she  can 
consume,  or  grows  but  few  articles,  we  have 
already  seen,  must  always  be  a  depen()eot  one. 
Her  wants  cannot  be  regularly  supplied,  and  her 
business  appears  subj[ected  to  embarrassment. 
Say,  that  her  pursuit  is  commerce.  When  that 
is  interrupted,  as,  for  example,  it  has  been  for  the 
last  sixteen  years  in  Holland,  and  how  soon  will 
she  become  impoverished  and  distressed?  Let 
her  pursuit  be  exclusively  agriculture;  and  the 
depression  of  markets  (which  nas  often  been 
the  case  with  respect  to  our  provisions,  tobacco, 
and  cotton,)  will  paralyze  the  industry  and  enter- 
prise of  the  nation.  Whereas  the  multiplication 
and  diversity  of  pursuits  would  give  a  country 
resource^  which  others  eould  not  deprive  her  of; 
and  the  industry  of  one  part  of  it  would  cherish  | 
invigorate,  and  support  that  of  another.  Nor  can 
it  be  an  unimportant  consideration,  that  the  in- 
crease of  manufactures  would  tend  to  keep  at 
home  the  precious  myetals,  the  principal  and  the 
most  convenient  as  well  as  the  most  useful  rep- 
resentative of  wealth  and  labor.  Desirable,  how- 
ever, as  it  may  be  to  encourage  manufactures,  it 
can  be  done  effectually  only  by  Congress.  The 
mechanic  and  the  manufacturer  in  the  United 
Suites  has  to  contend  with  obstacles  unknown 
to  the  foreigner.  The  British  manufacturer,  his 
great  competitor,  is  protected  by  prejudice,  by  the 
course  of  business,  by  the  low  price  of  labor,  and 
the  skill  of  his  workmen,  but  above  all,  by  the 
strength  of  his  capital,  and  the  bounties  and  en- 
couragement given  to  him  by  his  Government. 
And  upon  almost  all  heavyarticles,  as  to  which 
an  American  has  the  best  opportunity  of  rival- 
ling himf  those  bounties  and  encouragemeots  are 
more  than  equal  to  the  freight,  charges,  and  in- 
surance upon  the  manufactured  article.  The 
American  manufacturer  is  at  present  poor;  he 
has  buildings  to  erect,  workmen  to  teach,  and 
powerful  prejudices  to  overcome:  his  limited, 
capital  often  makes  it  necessary  for  him  lo  force 
markets,  while  his  opponent  can  wait  for,  or  com- 


1276 


jLBVmfDXSL 


Enccuragement  to  MamifaCtujf. 


maod  one  at  pleasure.  Indeed,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
that  the  foreigner  will  purposely  see'k  opportu- 
nities to  depress  markets,  rn  order  to  remove  the 
American  out  of  his  way.  Such  have  often  been 
the  eflfects  of  the  jealousy  of  trade.  Permit  us, 
while  upon  this  subject,  to  remind  your  honora- 
ble body  of  the  celebrated  contest  between  the 
British  and  Dutch,  with  the  imperial  East  India 
•Companv;  where  the  former,  by  depressing  the 
prices  or  comipodities,  succeeded  in  annihilating 
or  raining  the  latter,  supported  as  it  was  by  the- 
weight  and  treiasures  of  the  fifnperor  Joseph ;  a 
fate  which  may  attend  many  establishments  in 
America.' 

When  we  ask  for  adequate  protection,  from 
Congress  to  our  own  manufactures,  we  are  aware 
of  jealousies  which  will  be  excited  against  us. 
Why,,  it  will  be  asked,  tax  one  portion  of  the 
people  to  benefit  another  %  We  answer,  for  the 
Dene&t  of  the  whole)  and  to  equalize  the  impbsu 
which  are  laid  to  support  Government.  Imposts 
levied  with  this  view  is  but  taking  from  one 
pocket  what  is  abundantly  repaid  to  the  other, 
whatever  gives  life  to  the  domestic  industry  of 
the  country  benefits  every  man  in  it.  Whatever 
sums  ace  paid  to  keep  our  resources  at  home  is 
not  lost.  As  in  the  human  frame,' it  is  like  the 
veins  returning  blood  to  the  heart,  whereby  the 
whole  system  may  be  replenished.  Such  are  the 
lessons  furnished  by  experience.  How  has  Great 
Britain  become  the  first  commercial  and  manu- 
facturing nation  in  the  world  7  By  her  superior 
arts  and  industry?  No.  In  these  sb^  is  rivalled 
by  her  great  competitor— by  her  system  of  re- 
striction and  protection ;  by  those  regulationa 
which  encourage  her  own  commerce  and  manu- 
factures, and  by  depressing  those  of  foreign  na- 
tions. What  she  can  make  and  produce  herself 
she  suffers  no  country  to  supply  her  with.  By 
these  means  she  has  made  the  industry  of  all  na- 
tions her  tributary,  and  by  these  means  she  has 
monopolized  the  commerce  of,  and  manufactured 
for  the  world.  But  the  effect  of  our  own  dis- 
criminating duties  upon  foreign  tonnage,  and 
that  protecting  system  which  has  raised  the  fish- 
eries of  New  England  from  insignificance,  to  be 
the  first  in  the  world,  show  sufficiently  the  effects 
produced  upon  the  industry  of  a  nation  by  this 
system  of  restriction  and  protection.  Admitting,, 
however,  that  a  system  like  this  may  operate  as 
a  tax  upon  the  industry  of  one  part  of  the  coun- 
try, at  the  expense  of  another,  it  cannot  long  be 
so.  When  the  domestic  manufacturer  shall  have 
acquired  experience,  and  his  laborers  are  com- 
pletely instructed  in  their  business;  and  when, 
by  industry  and  success,  he  shall  have  acquired 
capital  sufncient  to  enable  him  to  extend  his  busi- 
ness; the  natural  effect  will  be  to  reduce  his 
prices  to  a  very  moderate  profit;  and  lower  often 
than  what  the  same  article  could  be  afforded  for 
from  abroad. 

But  would  not  good  policy  dictate  tliat  the 
United  States  should  meet  restriction  by  restric- 
tion, aftid  contend  in  this  way  against  all  nations 
who  wish  to  make  our  labor  and  industry  tribu- 
tary to  them  ?    Shall  we  not  be  blind  to  our  own 


interest  if  we  oniit  doing  so?  RepetiedlTbtTe 
our  publiccbaracters  declared  that  maoaktsres 
should  be  encouraged,  and  praised  bsfe  ibe 
citizens  often  been  who  have  establisbed  ikes. 
But  they  mtlst  have  something  more  sobstaotal 
to  support  them  than  praise.  If  foreigo  Gorm- 
ments  can  prevent  them  fas  we  haveshowothef 
can.  and  probably  will  do)  from  being  produciiit 
to  tne  proprietors,  exp^ience  wilt  show  the  mu- 
ufacturer  that  bb  money  has  been  expeoded  u 
vain ;  and  ill  success  will  deter  others  froiB  (k 
same  pursuit.  This  latter  consideration  we^ 
will  iMTe  its  due  weight  with  Congress,  np^ 
cialiy  when  the,  circumstances  are  recotkted 
under  which  our  most  Considerable  mtnofieis- 
ries  were  established.  The  non-importttiooiti 
but  particularly  the  embargo  act,  by  interrrosf- 
ing.  the 'trade  of  Europe,  created  a  demaodk 
articles  which  could  not  be  obtained  from  abred, 
and  to  supply  which  manv  workshops  barebeei 
erected.  Out  of  one  estabnshment  arose  aoosk. 
If  Congress  are  disposed^  to  encourage  them,  bow 
is  the  time.  .A  moment  so  favorable  lo  do s 
may  nor  occur  for  years — since  many  zxvamvt 
disposed  to  engage  in  them  if  those  which  m 
erected  prove  successful.  Success  cro was  ererj 
step  witn  popularity,  and  produces  imitators lai 
followers;  whereas,  misfortune  has  a  coatnn 
effect.  Damped  woulc^  this  spirit  be,  if  lie^i- 
pected  settlement  of  our  differences  with  foreifi 
nations  were  to  occasion  such  an  iofloia/' for- 
eign commodities  as  to  undersell  our  BBaQfi^ 
turers.  Then  those  buil.dings,  workshops  tsd 
warehouses,  upon  which  so  much  labor  iBd 
money  has  been  expended,  would  lie  waste,  i^ 
their  proprietors,  with  the  loss  of  parse,  vodd 
have  the  additional  mortification  of  beio;  eoosid- 
ered  merely  as  projectors. 

But  should  our  disputes  with  foreign  natio» 
end  in  war,  bud  at  this  moment,  wheo  nevcode 
of  maritime  law  are  bourly  proclaimed,  aod  i^e 
peaceful  pursuits  of  all  neutral  nations  are  ifitef* 
rupted  by  the  great  belligerent  Powers  of  Eorope; 
when  old  States  are  daily  overturned,  aod  b«w 
kingdoms  are  as  often  erected ;  we  canooi  caicd- 
late  upon  preserving  peace  for  a  raomeoi :  voay 
not  a  Congressional  act  for  the  permaneat  sip* 
port  of  the  mechanics  and  manufactarers  of  ^ 
country  much  encourage  those  citizens  who  aft 
disposed  to  devote  their  capital  to  those  parsoii'. 
and  as  much  assist  our  Government  in  the  i"^ 
ous  prosecution  of  war?  You  have  madep 
vision  for  the  permanent  support  of  a  oarf ;  ^ 
in  any  war  in  which  you  might  engage,  diisiocii 
be  used  as  a  great  means  to  annoy.  Yonraan* 
as  well  as  the  shipping  of  the  United  States,  bi^e 
heretofore  depended  upon  foreigners  for  the  sof 
ply  of  cordage  and  sail  cloth.  Ton  mu5thaTe 
clothing  also  for  the  navy  and  armys  aod  depea^ 
upon  the  internal  resources  of  the  coooiry  fortw 
supply  of  those  articles.  The  people  most  liie- 
wise  depend  upon  the  home  market  for  the  sup- 
ply aod  sale  of  everytbiog.  . 

The  mechanic   and   manufacturer,  wiih  iw 
protection  which  Congress  could  pr6mise,  \ 
work  with  spirit,  confidently  expectiog  a 
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ittot  remuneration  for  their  labot.  Whether, 
kowever,  this  protection  should  be  afforded  by 
KiUDties,  or  by  prohibitory,  or  protecting  duties 
ipoQ  all  articles  whtcb  the  country  can  produce, 
)r  ID  whole  or  in  part  by  loans,  as  recommended 
)y  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the 
abscri hers  will  not  presume  tp  point  out.  We 
vill,  howcTer,  state  that,  as  capital  is  mnch 
vsDted  by  mechanics  and  manufacturers,  a  com- 
uoation  of  those  means,  might  be  attended  with 
aJutary  effects. 

As  citizens  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  permit 
IS  to  add  a  few  considerations,  arising  out  of  the 
ocal  situation  of  our  country.  Kentucky  is  ricli 
Q  soil  J  but  remotely  situated  from  the  seats  of 
ommerce.  Her  proximity  (o  Indiana  and  Ohio 
abjects  her  to  continual  drains  of  treasure  for 
be  purchase  of  the  United  Suites'  lands.  Large 
ams  of  money  arer  annually  sent  off  for  foreign 
roductions;  and  tjie  merchants  of  the  .United 
Uates,  who  are  the  real  collectors  of  the  reyeoue, 
ay  our  duties  to  the  Treasury.  Protected  as  t^ 
re  by  the  strong  arm  of,  and  attached  to,  €he 
JoioD,  with  this  arrangement  we  are  satisfied. 
)at  when  the  fisheries  of  New  England  are  not 
Aly  protected  by  duties,  but  encouraged  by 
o*iQties ;  when,  comparatively  speaking,  no  pub- 
ic moneys  are  expended  iiere,  but  all  at  Wash- 
3gton  and  on  the  seaboard,,  for  the  support  of 
Yovernment  and  the  proteetiop  of  .a  commerce, 
1  which,  from  our  local  and  insular  situation, 
re  caottot  participate ;  we  think  we  have  a  right- 
j1  snd  just  claim  to  some  indemnrficacion;  aod 
lis  can  only  b6  given  to  us  by  encouraging  and 
rotecting  our  mterdal  industry. 

Wherefore,  we  pray  that  Congress  will  take 
]is  subject  into  consideration,  and,  as  in  duty 
ound,  we  shall  ever  pray^  dbc. 

LEWIS  SANDERS. 
And  one  hundred  and  twelve  oihen. 
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[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  FebmaTy  4, 1811.] 

The  Commissioners  of  the'  Sinking  Fund  re- 
>ectfully  report  to  Congress,  as  follows : 
That  the  measures  which  have  been  authorized 
f  the  board,  subsequent  to  their  last  report,  of 
le  3d  of  February,  1810,  so  far  as  the  same  have 
>en  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the, report  of 
le  Secretary  of  the  Treasury j  to  this  board,  dated 
le  first  day  of  the  oresent  month,  and  in  the 
atements  therein  referred  to,  which  are  herewith 
ansmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  part  of 
tis  report. 

G.  CLINTON,  Preaident  of  Senate. 

R.  SMITH,  Secretary  of  Slate. 

A.  GALLATIN,  SecVw  Treasury. 

C.  A.  RODNEY,  Atep  Gen.  U.  S. 
Wasbihotok,  Fe6.  2, 1810. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  FespectfUlly  rS- 

orts  to  tba  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund : 

1 1th  CoK.  Sd  Ssss. 


That  the  bslance  of  moneys  advanced  on  account  of 
the  pubUc  debt,  remaining  unexpended  at  the  close 
of  the  year  1808,  and  applicable  to  payments  falling 
due  after  that  year,  which  balance,  as  appears  by  the 
statement  B,  annexed. to  the  last  annaal  report, 
amounted  to  .        *        .        .      $651,103  33 

Together  with  the  sums  disbursed  du- 
ring the  year  1809,  £rom  the  Treas* 
ury,  on  account  of  the  principal  and 

'.  interest  of  the  public  debt;  >hich 
jums,  as  appears  by  statement  C, 
annexed  to  the  last  annual  report^ 
amounted  to  ....      6,453^,698  52 

And, amounting,  together,  to       -   $7,103,801  85 


Have  been  accounted  for  in  the  foUqwing  manner: 
I.  There  was.  lepaid  into  the  Treasury,  during  the 
year  1809,  on  aoeount  of  the  principal  of  moneys 
heretofore  advanced  for  the  payment  of  the  foreign 
debt,  as  appears  by  the  statement  E,  annexed  to  the 


last  annual  report,  a  sum  of  - 
n.  The  sums  actually  applied  during 
the  same  year  to  the  payment  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
debt,  as  ascertained  by  accounts  ren- 
dered to  the  Treasury  Department, 
amount,  ae  will  appear  by  the  state- 
ment A,  to  $6,742,708  97,  via: 
1,  Paid  in  reimbursement  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  debt,  inoluding  the  last  in- 
staln^nt  of  the  Dutch 
debt        -        -        -  $3,825,564  06 
2.'  Faid  on  account  of 
ihe  interestlmd  char- 
ges on  the  publicdeb^   2,917,144  91 

ni.  The  balance  remaining  unexpend- 
ed at  the  close  of  the  year  1809,  and 
applicable  to  payments  falling  due 

'  after  that  year,  as  ascertained  by  ac- 
counts rendered  to  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, amounted,  as  will  appear 
by  the  sitatement  B,  to  - 


$93  20 


6,742,708  97 


360,999  68 
$7,103,801  85 


That,  during  the  year  1810,  the  following  disburse- 
ments were  made  out  of  the  Treasury,  on  account  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  vis: 

I.  On  account  of  the  interest  andreimbursementof  the 

domestic  funded  debt  -  -  -  $7,167,298  08 
n.  On  account  of  the  ii^teresi  on  the 

Louisiana  stock,  and  on  exchanged 

and  converted  stocks,  payable   in 

Europe         -       -       -       -       - 


844,674  35 


Amounting,  together,  as  wUl  appear 
by  the  annexed  Ust  of  warrants, 
marked  C,  to 


.   $8,001,972  43 


Which  disbursements  were  made  out  of  the  ftltowiog 
ftmds,  viz :  , 

I.  From  the  funds  constituting  the  annual  appropri- 
ation of  eight  mUiions  of  dollars  for  the  year  1810,  viz : 
From  tile  ftmd  arising  from  the  interest  on  the  debt 

traalensd  to  the  credit  6f  the  Commissioners  of  the 
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Sinking  Fund,  as  per  statement  I    -   91,646,578  84 
Fiom  the  fund  arising  fvom  the  sales 

of  public  lands,  being  the  amount 

paid  into  the  Treasury  from  Ist  Oc- 
tober, 1809,  to  aoth  September,  1810, 

as  per  statement  K         -        -        • 
From  the  proceeds  of  duties  on  goods, 

wares,  and  merchandise,  imported, 

and  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels .  -        -    5,679,015  47 


673,417  90 


Amounting  to 
Which  sum  of  - 
Together  with  the  supi 
advanced  during  the 
year  1809,  on  account 
of  the  appropriation 
ibr  the  year  1810, 
anMNinting,  as  per  last 
ftnqaal  report,  to 


7,998,912  21 


7,998,912  21 


1,087  79 


Ifikea  the  amount  of 
appiopriaikm  filr  the 
year  1810         *•        -  $8,000,000  00 

IL  From  repayments  into  the  Treas- 
ury on  account  of  advances  to  Commis- 
doners  of  Loans,  as  will  appear  by  the 
statement  £,  vis :  - 
Repayment  of  prineipal  advanced  Aom 

the  Treasury   •        -        $2,689  87 
Interest  recovered         •  ■  420  85- 


3,060  22 


8,001,972  43 
That  the  above-mentioned  disburse- 
ments, together  with  the  above  stated  ^ 
balance  which  remained  unexpend«> 
ed  at  the  close  of  the  year  1810,  of        360,999  68 


And  amounting,  together,  to 


$8,362,972  U 


Will  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  annual  report,  in 
conformity  to  the  accounts  which  shall  then  have  been 
rendered  to  the  Treasury  Bepartment. 

That,  in  the  mean  while,  the  manner  in  whioh  the 
aaid  sum  haa  been  applied  is  estimated,  as  foOows  : 
I*  The  repayments  into  the  Treasury,  on  account  of 

the  principal,  have,  during  the  year  1810,  amounted, 

as  by  the  above  mentioned  statement 

B,  to  -  •  -  -  -  .  $2,6M)  97 
.n.  The  sums  actually  applied,  during 

the  year  1810,  to  m  principal  and 

intereat  of  the  public  d^t,  are  esti- 
mated ar  follows : 
1.  Paid  in  reimburaemeht  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  public  debt,  and  including 

the  whole  of  the  ezchaiiged  dx  per 

oent»  stock        -        •$5,163,476  93 
2«  Paid  on  account  of 

interest  and  charges 

on  the  same      -        •     2,698,664  10 

— 1 7,862,141  03 

As  will  appear  by  the  estimate  F. 
IIL  The  balance  which  remained  unez- 

panded,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1810, 

and  applicable  to  payments  falling, 

due  after  that  year,  is  estimated,  per' 


estimate  6,  at 


498,191  71 
$8,362,972  11 


That,  in  conformity  to  Ae  resolutmn  of  theCtanv- 
aioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  of  April  S6th,  1810,ihRe 
was  reimbursed,  at  the  dose  of  the  year  1810,tkRa- 
due  of  the  exchanged  six  per  cent,  stock,  tmoontm^ 
to  $3,751,125  26;  which  sum  of  $3,751,125  26,&nsi 
a  part  of  the  sum  of  $5,163,476  93,  above  auted^y 
the  amount  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt  rda^ 
bursed  in  the  year  1810. 

And  that  the  stetement  H  exhibiU  the  tmooot  ^' 
stock  tranrfnred  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  didisf 
Fund,  and  to  the  Treasurar  of  the  United  8leteM£ 
trust  for  said  States,  and  standing  to  their  credit  ctbf 
books  of  die  Ttoasuy,  on  the  diet  December,  181t,M 
stocks  having- been  tranafonred  in  payment  lor  in^ 
during  the  veer  1810. 

All  which  is  zeapectftiUy  enbmitled. 

ALBERT  GALUTDk 

TaxA8i7aT.  DaPAnTxuTT,  jPe5. 1«  181 1« 

[The  tabular  statemenu^re  omitted.} 


8BTTLEK8  ON  THE  PUBLIC  LA5DS. 

[Cornmttnicated  to  the  House,  Januaiy  9,  HI  I.] 
Tbeasuby  Dbpabtmemt,  Joau  7,  ISIL 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasary,  in  obedkse: 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  RepreseaauRi 
of  the  17th  ultimo,  respectfully  reports: 

That,  in  confo/mity  with  the  prorisiou  of  tbe 
act  "  to  prevent  settlemencs  being  ouide  ob  iasdi 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  until  authonzedbj 
law,"  the  Registers  .of. the  land  districts  east  asti 
west  of  Pearl  rirer,  in  the  Miaeisaippi  Tantocr. 
were  instructed  to  give  public  notice  of  the  ict. 
and  to  invite  persons w;ho  had  settled  on  thepabltc 
lands  to  avail  themselves  of  thepenaissioagnoted 
to  them  by  the  act  to  remaia  as  teaaats  at  rlL 
on  their  signing  declarations  that  thef  kid  ao 
claim  to  the  land.  -  Copy  of  which  iostractioii 
(marked  A,)  is  hereto  annexed. 

That  it  will  appear,  from  the  letter  of  the  Ro- 
ister of  the  Land  Office  west  of  Pearl  ri7fr,dat«d 
28th  of  March,  1807,  and  from  the  transcripaof 
permission  granted  in  that  district  to  such  setikrs. 
(copies  of  which,  marked  B,  B  2,  and  5  3,  ait 
hereto  annexed.)  that  thev  did  genenlly  cm^ 
with  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  siga  the  decli' 
raCioDs  required  from  them. 

That  no  information  of  a  subsequent  dtteltfj 
been  received,  respecting  intrusions  on  the  psbhe 
lands  in  that  district,  nor  is  it  believed  tbats&c^ 
intruders  are  numerous,  or  lay  any  claim  to  12^ 
land,  those  only  excepted  who  derive  their  ciaua 
from  certaiQ  species  of  British  and  Spaaisb  grtBti 
on  which  Congress  has  not  yet  made  a  final  ^^ 
ctsion. 

That  no  returns  of  )>er missions  granted  easto! 
Pearl  river  were  received  from  the  late  Rcstste: 
of  that  Land  Office,  and  that  the  term  for  gat- 
ing them  had  expired  before  the  present  Regime 
was  appointed  to  that  office. 

That,  although  no  official  iu  formation  has  bees 
received  by  this  department  respecting  the  nunh 
ber  of  intruders,  in  that^  district,  which  ioclinles 
all  the  settlements  on  the  river  Mobile,  it  is  sdi- 
ci^utly  kaowa.that  they  an  more  Bumeroua  ^ 
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1  aBf  olber  part  of*  th«  Missttti}>pi  Territory ; 
ut  that  it  has  never  been  ttiigffested  thttt  any  of 
hem  laid  any  claim  to  tbe  land. 
That  the  measures  taken  prior  to  the  year  1810, 
)r  carrying  the,  proviiions  of  the  law  into  effect 
I  Madison  county,  are  detailed  in  the  report, 
lade  OD  the  15tb  ]day  of  December,  180d,  to  the 
louse  of  Representatives,  and  which  is  respect- 
illy  referred  to. 

That,  information  having  been  sobeequently 
iceived  that  the  claim  of  Michael  Harrison,  a 
azoo  claimant,  was  reTired,  and  that  he  re- 
ained  on  the  land,  the  subject  was  anin  laid 
ffore  the  President,  and  the  information  com- 
onicated  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  will  ap- 
>ar  by  the  eorrespondence,  (marked  C.) 
That,  no  power  being  vested  in  the  Secretary 
'  the  Treasury,,  or  in  any  of  the  land  officers,  to 
ke  any  measures  (pt  the  removal  of  intruders, 
e  actual  drdere  given  in  this  instance  to  that 
feet  did  not  fall  within  the  province  of,  atid 
ere  not  transmitted  by,  the  Treakury  Depart- 

Mt.  ' 

And  that,  as  it  is  not  made  the  partieuknr  duty 
any  local  officer  to  enforce  the  penalties  im- 
sed  by  the  law,  it  necessarily  foHow^  that  the 
ii  is  neither  checked  in  its  first  beginning,  nor 
own  to  the  •Executive,  until'its  magnitude  has 
come  such  as  to  require,  for  its  suppression,  the 
plication  of  military  force. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


A. 

py  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
rhomas  Williams,  £eq..  Register  of  the  J4and  Office 
rest,  and  Nicholas  Perkins,  Esq.,  Register  of  the 
>and  Office  east,  of  Pearl  river. , 

Treaburt  OfilPARTiffeiiT,  Mafi^  38, 1807. 
iiR :  I  enclose  the  copy  of  **  An  act  to  prevent 
tlements  being  made  on  lands  ceded  to  the 
ited  States,  until  authorized  by  law." 
t  is  thereby  enacted,  1st.  That  persons  who  had 
ied  on  the  public  lands  befdreJhe  passing  of  the 
,  March  3, 1807,  and  did  pn  that  day  reside  on 
same,  may,  by  application  to  the  Register,  or 
the  Register's  special  deputy,  obtain,  on  eer- 
1  conditions,  permission  to  remain  on  such 
Js. 

d.  That  it  shall  be  lawAil  for  the  President  of 
United  States  to  remove  all  those  who  may 
le  on  the  land  af^er  the  passing  of  the  act,  or 
>,  being  settled  previous  thereto.  shftH  not^  be- 
!  the  lat  day  of  January  next,  nave  obtained 
nissioD  to  remain  thereon,  ill  the  manner 
ve-mentioned.  Penalties,  and  a  forfeiture  of 
supposed' title,  are  also  annexed  to  the  offence, 
which  I  will  not  dwell,  as  the  first  mentioned 
visions  of  the  act  are  those  which  you  are  to 
ry  into  efi'eet. 

!oa  will  please  to  appoint  as  many  persons  as 
may  think  fit  to  receive  applications,  assign- 
to  each  such  person  a  tract,  designating,  by 
sise  boundaries,  either  one  or  more  counties, 
I  certain  mmiber  of  towusliipi,  so  ae  to  lender 


the  applications  easy  to  each  settler.  Ton  may 
reserve  to  yotirself  a  certain' district,  in  which 
you  may  receive  the  applications  yourself,  or  ap- 
po^iit  a  person  for' that  district,  as  will  best  suit 
your  own  oonrenience. 

The  persons  thus  appointed  must,  as  well  as 
yoursen,  publish  the  substance  of  the  act,  so  that 
the  settlers  may  know  generally  that  they  will  be 
removed,  and  exposed  to  penalties,  if  they  do  not 
apply  for  permissions,  attd  that  new  ^ttlements 
are  altogether  prohibited.  Whenever  an  appli- 
cation is  made,'  it  should  specify,  with  precision, 
the  tract  applied  for,  (not  exceeding  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres ;)  and  if  the  land  has  been 
surveyed,  the  application  must  be  for  one  or  two 
quarter  sectiops^  to  be  specially  designated.  As, 
however,  from  ignorance,  the  parties  may  not  be 
aWe  always  to  do  this,  they  must  be  assisted  by 
the  <^cer  In  framing  the  application ;  and  even 
informal  ones  must  not,  in  the  first  instance,  be 
reiected.  provided  they  state  the  water-courses  on 
which  tne  land  lies,  the  date  of  the  improvement, 
and  by  whom  ^de.  At  the  foot^  or  on  the  back 
of  the  application,  or  of  the  permission  hereafter 
meqtioned,  the  party  must  sign  a  declaration  in 
the  form  annexed,  (A). 

All  the  applications  received  by  the  persons, 
appointed  by  you  must  be  transmitted  to  vou.and 
you  will  thereupon  grant  permissions  of  tne  form 
(B ;)  duplicates  being  signed  by  the  parties,  and 
retained  by  you. 

,  The  applications  and  permissions  must  be  en- 
tered on  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose ;  but  it  is 
not  necessary  that  they  should  be  recorded  at 
large.  A  register  of  the  form  (G)  will  be  suffi- 
cient, and  by  endorsing  on  each  application  and 
permission  its  number,  they  may  be  always  re- 
ferred tofrom  the  register. 

It  is  possible^  that,  from  the  extent  of  your  dis- 
trict, and  the  inconvenience  and  delay  arising 
from  double  traiismission  to  and  from  you.  of  the 
applications  and  permissions,  you  may  tnink  it  ~ 
more  eligible  to  authorize  at  once  the  persons 
appointed  by  you  to  grant  the  permissions.  This 
you  may  do.  But  in  that  case,  you  must  trans- 
mit to  such  persons  the  necessary  instructions, 
and  forms  B  and  C;  (the  form  A  they  must  , 
have  at  all  events;)  they  must  siffu  the  permis- 
sions hi  their  own  names,  adding  the  woras  "  for 
A  B,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  of  — — ;"  and 
they  must,  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  transmit 
to  you  the  Register^  applications  and  duplicates 
o(  permissions,  signed  by  the  parties.  Yon  will, 
as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be,  state  to  this  Depart- 
ment the  number  of  applications  and  permissions, 
and,  where  the  land  has  been  surveyed,  transmit 
a  list  of  the  tracts  for  which  permissions  have 
been  given. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that  such 
persons  as  may  have  formed  settlements  subse* 
quent  to  the  date  which  would  entitle  them  to  a 
right  of  pre-emptioOt  cannot  refuse  to  sign  the 
reqtured  declaration,  since  they  do  not  lay  any 
claiiii  to  the  land;  and  without  pretending  to 
encourage  their  expectations,  a  cheerful  com- 
pllmice  on  their  part  with  the  law,  by  signing 
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the  law,  and  tbua  acknovledf  ing  themteWes  to 
be  tenants  at  will  of  the  United  States,  would 
not  certainly  injure  their  cause. 

As  to  the  persons  who,  having  obtained  pre- 
emptions, wish  that  they  may  be  conrerted  into 
donations,  it  is  sufficient  to  observe,  that  the  pre- 
sent law  is  inapplicable  to  them ;  for  their  claims 
being  recognised  and  ooofirmed  aa  pre-emptions, 
they  cannot  be  disturbed  in  their  possession,  and 
are  positiv^y  excepted  from  the  bfyeration  of  the 
law. 

Congress  having  directed  special  reports  to  be 
made  of  all  complete  British  grants,  duly  filed 
with  the  Register,  but  not  confirmed  for  want 
of  a  settlement,  before  27th  October,  1795,  and 
also  of  all  incomplete  titles,  which  would  have 
been  confirmed  had  they  not  been  granted  to 
minors ;  these  tv^o  descriptions  of  claims  laUst 
be  viewed  as  l»eiog  still  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Legislature ;  and  claimaAU  of  either  de- 
acription.  who  have,  prior  to  the  passing  of  the 
present  law,  made  settlements  on  lan^a  thus 
claimed,  will  not  be  disturbed,  though  they  may 
not  sign  the  declaration  required  by  the  act. 
The  President  has  also  instructed^me  to  say,  that 
a  represenution  having  been  made  to  Congress 
io  favor  of  persona  claiming  under  incomplete 
Spanish  titles,  not  isonfirmed  for  waot  pf  actual 
aettlement,  on  the  27th  October,  1795,  which  re- 
presentation has  not  yet  been  decided  upon  by 
that  body,  he  wiU  not  order  claimantaof  that  de- 
aeription,  who  have,  prior  to  the  passing  of  the 
present  law,  settled  on  lands  thus  claimed,  to  be 
removed  till  after  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress.  But  this  indulgence  will  not  be  ex- 
tended to  persons  forming  settlements  after  the 
Kssingof  the  act,  nor  must.it,  by  any  means, 
construed  as  giving  any  sanction  whatever  to 
the  claim. 

It  m^y,  perhaps,  be  useful  that  tbe  inhabitanta 
of  the  territory  should  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  intention  of  the  President,  as  it  relates  to 
these  several  descriptions  of  persons. 
^  The  certificate,  contemplated'  by  the  last  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  must  be  expressed  in  the  very 
words  of  the  act,  and  wHl  be  given  bf  you  on 
the  application  of  either  the  person  acting  as 
marshal,  or  of  the  attorney  prosecuting  for  the 
United  States.  But  as  tbe  President  has  not  yet 
ksued  any  instructions  on  the  subject  of  remov* 
ing  the  intruders,  it  is  not  probable  that  any  such 
application  will  soon  be  made.  It  will  be  deair- 
aUei  in  the  meanwhile,  that  you  should  obtain^ 
through  the  channel  of  the  persons  whom  you 
will  appoint  for  the  purpose  of  receiviog  applica- 
cation^  or  in  any  otfael*  way.  an  estimate  of  the 
number  of.intrudera  on  the  pi]^lie  landa  in  your 
district,  and  also  whether  Iny  of  them  lay,  or 
pretend  to  lay,iiny  claim  to  the  land. 
^  And  I  have  to  re<]uest  that  you  would,  from 
time  to  time,  give  information  both  to  this  De- 
partment and  to  the  officer  acting  as  marshal,  of 
any  new  intrusions  which  may  uke  place.    ' 

Should  any  application  be  made  for  a  lead 
mine  or  salt  spring,  you  will  he  pleased  to  trans- 
mit the  same  to  this  office,  together  with  your  J 


opinion  of  the  terms  on  which  it  might  bepnyer 
to  leaae  the  same.    I  am,  dbc. 


(B.) 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 
west  of  Pearl  river  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieuoir. 

Laico  Office  west  of  Peabl  Riteb. 

Atiguet  10, 1807. 

Sib  :  I  have  delayed  acknowledging  tbe  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  28th  March,  ea^emf  anict 
for  the  prevention  of  settlement  on  pobhe  lash, 
until  I  could  have  it  in  my  power  lo  gire  yoi 
some  aecount  of  the  measures  porsaed,  in  oHet 
to  carry  such  of  the  pravisioos  of  that  law  iats 
efiect,  as  appear  to  have  been  particuiarlj  in  70V 
view. 

Instead  of  selecting  a  number  of  depaties  is  tht 
difierent  parts  of  my  district,  for  the  parpoieof 
r^eiving  applications  and  issuing  permisMOBs,! 
thought  it^the  better  course  to  appoint  panicniii 
places  aloi^  on  the  frontiers,  where  IcoaU  bmci 
the  people  in  person,  and  soften,  as  far  ts  pot- 
sible,  the  irritation  this  law  bad  excited,  sod  fo 
explain  laway  misrepreaentations,  if  as^  wee 
afloat.  I  have  just  returned  from  this  lerriee, 
and  am  happy  to  inform  yon  that  the  ezpehDnt 
has  done  justice  to  my  ^expectations.  So  fir 
from  witnessing  any  irregularity,  I  fonod  loU* 
ing  but  a  disposition  to  comply  promptlf  with 
the  law.  This  is  to  be  attributed,  not  to  mjiee- 
bhs  efforts,  but  to  the  good  sense  and  tenpouee 
of  the  peopl^  and,  above  all,  to  that  sonni  Re* 
publican  maxini,  that  a  law,  although  it  oiy  be 
deemed  a  bad  one,  is,  nevertheless  until  repeiH 
sovei^eign. 

It  cannot,  however,  be  denied,  that  thrf  win, 
and  still  are,  alarmed  at  some  of  the  profisiotf 
of  thia  law ;  and,  indeed,  from  ih^ir  situatio&,it  ii 
impossible  they  ehouid  be  otherwise.  Some  of 
those  settlers  eoAimeneed  their  improfeneio 
three  or  four  years  ago,  under  an  iapressioa  tint 
the  lands  would  be  open  for  sale  in  a  abort  tine. 
They  have  oontinued  to  improve  from  oeecssity, 
and  are  now  seriously  apprehensive  that  spfco- 
latpra  will  compel  .them  to  pay  for  their  owa 
labor.  Let  it  be  r«^oUected  that  those  setiiw 
were  not  intruders  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  wni 
In  seating  themselves  on  the  land,  their  rievi 
were  to  purchase  whenever  the  United  Sttia 
would  sell  i  and  they  have  been  extremely  aoi* 
ious  for  the  arrival  of  this  period.  Wbea  it  h 
considered  that  the  only  boon  they  ask  of  tbe 
Government,  is  to  purchase  for  a  6011a  fdi  eoi- 
sideration^  I  think  it  ma^  be  truly  said,  thef  » 
but  little  indeed ;  and  it  is  to  be  sincerely  regret- 
ted that  thia  little  should  be  withheld.  I^^ 
with  a  w^armth  on  this  subject  which  yoor  gww' 
nesa  will  excuse.  I  have  been  among  those  peo- 
plel  In  them  I  see  industrious  citisens,  booesuf 
and  honorably  engaged  in  the  acqoisitioa  of  s 
competence  foe  their  families,  and  firmly  attsebed 
to  the  principles  of  our  Qovernment.  These,  ufi 
are  claims  to  public  patrona^  which  I  feel  mj 
persuaded  will  strike  you  with  equal  force.  To 
quiet  their  feara,  and  put  their  anxieties  at  n^^ 
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iroald  retpeetfally  ragtest,  that  a  right  of  jpre- 1  have  been  sold  under  the  authority  jof  tlie  United 


mption  is  the  only  tning,  under  all  eiream- 
ttsDces,  ealealated  to  produce  those  happy  effects. 

There  are  a  nutnter  af  settlers  on  lands  which 
tare  been  adjudged  by  tl^e  comnissioners  to  be 
intedated  grants. 

I  hare  declined  granting;  permissions  to  set- 
ters, until  I  could  receive  instructions  from  you, 
fiviDg  them  assurances  that  those  instructions 
fould  arrive  in  time  to  enable  them  to  comply 
viih  the  law,  if  your  decision  should  be  that  they 
ire  within  its  purview,  I  shall  leave  this  place 
fae  day  after  to-morrow  for  Richmond,  to  attend 
It  Burr's  trial ;  from  thence  1  shall  proceed  to 
EVashiogtoo  City.  In  the  meantime,  I  shall 
eave  my  office  in  the  charge  of  Mr.  Parke  Wal- 
CD,  whose  knowledge  of  business  and  zealous 
ideiiiy  will  prevent  any  public  inconvenience 
Vom  my  absence,  and  will  insure  a  prompt  obe- 
Itence  to  all  instruo lions  which  may  issue  from 
he  Treasury. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  (;onsidera- 
ioa,  your  most  obedient  servant,  ~ 

THOMAS  H.  WILLIAMS. 

A.  Gallatin,  Bsq.,  Sec^ry  of  the  Tretuury, 


C, 

Corretpondence  rttpecHng  t^e  intruden  in  Mddtmm 
taunty,  MMsmpi  Ttorriiaiyf  »%tbnquent  to  the  re- 
fer/ of  the  lUh  Deeember,  1809,  to  the  Hauee  of 
Repreeentatives, 

Sxtractof  a  let^r  from  John  Brahan,  Esq.,  R(?ceiver  of 
Public  Moneys  at  Naahville,  Co  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  dated 

April  SO,  1810. 

The  people  of  Madison  county  complain  ver^ 
noch  in  having  to  pay  so  heavy  a  land  tax  this 
^ear:  the  money  is  to  becoliecl'ed  by  the  1st  Sep- 
ember ;  and,  indeed,  many  of  them  are  almost 
mable  to  pay  it  without  inconveniences.  The 
ate  decision  ofihe  Supreme  Court  has  occasioned 
I  great  deal  of  clamor  here  about  Cox's  claim. 
'.  have  assured  the  people  to  rest  content ;  that 
bey  will  keep  the  land  they  purchased,  in  defl^ 
ince  of  any  other  clairia;  though  some  of  the 
mrchasers  are  yet  uneasyi  1  went  down  lo 
lAadison  county  a  few  we^ks  ago,  to  satisfy  them 
is  far  as  I  could,  which  had  a  good  effect ;  not- 
vithstandingall  this,  people  are  entering  land  in 
he  office  here  almost  every'  day ;  resting,  very* 
properly,  their  confidence  in  the  Qeoeral  Govern^ 
neat  to  make  them  good  titles. 


States. 

'  That  some  few  who  bad  purchased  from  tlie 
United  States  have,  in  order  to  quiet  their  claim, 
purchased  also  from  Harrison. 

That  the  purchasers  from  Harrison  have  given 
warning  to  purchasers  from  the  United  States,  to 

Sive  immediate  possession ;  this,  I  am  tnformed| 
is  given  much  uneasiness. 

Harrison  is  making  considerable  sales,  and  ex- 
hibits the  late  decision  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  as  a  confirmation  of  his  title. 

I  am  induced  to  believe  the  sales  here  will  be 
very  inconsiderable  hereafler.  The  late  decisimi 
in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,,  viz: 
Fletcher  «f.  Peck,  has  been  industriously  circu- 
lated by  the  'claimants  from  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, and  all  possible  means  made  use  of  to  impress 
on  the  ininds  of  the  pedple  an' opinion  that  thia 
decision  completely  oonnrms  their  title,  in  oppo- 
sition to  that  of  the  United  States. 

I  am  induced  to  believe  that  few  who  hare 
purchased  at  this'  office  will .  favor  Harrison^ 
claim  ;  but  the  number  of  residents  without  cer- 
tificates or  permission  is  coni^iderable,  and  from 
that  class  he  will  draw  bis  principal  support. 

I  propose  to  attend  the  court  in  Madison  on  the 
lat  Monday  in  July.  Whatever  information  I 
may  procure,  I  ahalf  immediately  after  my  return 
forward  on  lo  you.  ^ 


Sztraet  of  a  letter  from  William  Diddnson,  Esq.,  Be- 
gister  of  the  Land  Office  at  Nashville,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  dated 

June  0, 1810. 

I  also  enclose  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Wil- 
iam  H.  Winston,  Esq.,  clerk  of  the  county  court 
si  Madison.  The  account  he  gives  has  been  con- 
irmed  by  several  other  letters  to  the  Receiver  of 
'ablic  Moneys  and  myself. 

It  appears  that  many  nersons  have  recentlv 
lurehased  from  Bftichael  Harrison  lands  whicn 


Sxtrect  of  a  letter  frem  Was.  H.  Wiarton,  Esq.,  Cleik 
of  Madison  Coan]ty  Court,  dated 

Mat  26. 1810. ' 
At  thia  time,  nothing  is  talked  4>f  here  but  Har- 
rison's claim  $  a  ^reat  number  of  persons  have 
come  in  from  various  parts  of  Virgmia  and  pur- 
chased from.  htm|  lands  previously  sold  by  the 
United  States ;  and  those  claimants  have  ordered 
off  the  purehaaera  under  the  United  States,  which 
has  occasioned  much  uneasiness. 

Very  little  land  will  be  sold,  oiitil  a  change  in 
the  public  sentiment  takes  place  relative  to  Har- 
rison's claim,  in  favor  of  which  I  find  a  very  con- 
uderable  number  t>f  the  people  in  ^s  country. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy  to 
the  Secretaiy  of  War,  dated. 

JuNB  27, 1810. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  letter  from 
the  Ri^ister  of  the  Land  Office  of  Madison  county* 
showing  the  necessity  of  an  early  execution  ol 
the  intended  removal  of  intruders  in  that  county. 

There  are  two  classes  of  persons^  who,  accord- 
ing to  law.  cannot  be  removed,  viz :  1.  Those  who 
have  purcnased  lands  from  the  United  States.  8. 
Those  who,  having  signed  the  requisite  declara- 
tions, have  received  written  permissions  to  re  main 
on  the  land.  Although  every  individual  of  either 
description  may  show  evidence,  in  writing,  of  lus 
right  to  remain  on  the  tract  he  occupies,  I  have 
directed  copies  to  be  prepared  and  transmitted  to 
the  War  Department,  of  the  returns  both  of  aalea 
and  permissions.  The^e  will  facilitate  the  n^ 
eessary  discrimination ;  and  in  order  to  prevent 
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any  mistake,  William  Dieksoo,  RepsUr  of  the 
Land  Office,  and  residingr  at  Nashville,  will  be 
instructed  to  furnish  the  officers  conmianding  the 
detachnoent  with  a  supplementary  list  of  the  sales 
subsequent  to  the  returns  last  received,  and  with 
that  of  persons,  if  anv,  who  may  havje  obtained 
permissions,  and  not  been  returned  to  this  office. 
These  observations  apply  exclusii^lvio  persons 
residing  on  thosef  lands  purchased  both  from  the 
Cherokees  and  Chickasaws,  which  form  Madison 
county.  No  sale  has  been  ma^e.  or.  permission 
been  granted  by  the  United  States,  to  remain  on 
any  part  of  the  lands-  lying  west  of  Madison 
county,  which  were  ceded  ,by  the  Cherokees,  bat 
are  not  included  in  the  Ciiickasaw  purchase.  I 
have  th«  honor,  &c. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from-  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy  to 
the  Secretary  ef  War,  dated 

July  2, 1810. 
Sir  :  In  conformity  with  the  intimation  given 
in  my  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  I  have  now  the 
honor  of  transmitting  to  you  lists  of  those  tw^ 
classes  of  pertons,  who,  according  to  law,  cannot 
be  ronoved  from  the  public  lands  in  Madison 
county.    I  have  the  honor,  &c. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Brahan,  Esq.,  Register  of 
the  Land  OflSce  at  Nashville,  to  the  Secretary  of  t^e 
Treasury,  dated 

J«NB  4,  i8io: 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  elaim  of  Zaehariah 
Cox.  in  Madison  county,  ismaMuga  very  consid- 
erable noise,  and  creating  much  confusion  there  \ 
Colonel  M.  Harrison,  who  yet  resides  in  Madison 
county,  appears  to  be  the  principal  and  most  ac- 
tive person  in  the  btiaine8&  I  am  informed,  by 
respectable  authority,  that  he  is  seUing  out  his 
claim  to  lands  there,  and  that  he  has  been  surrey- 
ing  the  lands  sold  by  him  under  the  title  of  Cox, 
and,  in  some  instances,  the  land  sold  by  the  Uni* 
ted  States  at  the  late  public  sales  in  thie  pbee.  If 
Colopel  M.  Harrison  is  permitted  to  remain  in 
Mftdison  county,  it  will  be  productive  of 'sreat  f  n« 
jury  to  the  sales  o(  lands  under  the  United  States, 
for  people  will  thereby  be  induced  to  believe  that 
his  title  to  the  land  is  good.  It  would  be  well  if 
he  could  be  removed  out  of  the  country,  A  num- 
ber of  people  would  yet  enter  land  in  Madison 
county,  if  they  could  receive  positive  assurance 
that  they  would  hold  the  'lands  when  the  last 
instalment  was  paid.  An  assurance  of  this  kind 
would  have  a  good  effect.    I  have  the  honor,  ^c* 


P.  S.  If  QovenMDeBt  woirid  remove  evcnfv 
son  out  of  Madison  county,  except  such  as  tan 
purchased  of  the  United  States,  it  woold  k  di* 
sirabie,  and.  would  check  the  growing  evil  that 
in  its  infancy. 


Ek^ct  cf  a  letter  from  John  Brahan,  Reodfn  ef 
PiiUtc  Moneys  at  Nashnlle,  to  the  Secretsiy  of  die 
Treasury,  dated 

June  5,  I81Q. 
I  wrote  you  yesterday  that  Colonel  Micbui 
Harrison,  claiming  under  Zaehariah  Coz,  ftc, 
was  ^gain  selling  out  lands  in  Madison  cooatf 
under  that  title.  It  is  said  a  number  of  peopk 
have  purchased  of  him,  and  are  settling  there:  if 
they  are  not  immediately  removed,  it  maj  be 
troublesome  to  remove  them  after  a  while. 


Copy -of  a  letter  ftom  the  Seoretaiy  of  lbs  TrcHi^ 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

July  5, 1810. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  eaelose  eopics  of  let- 
ters, rii^ired  by. this  day's  mail  from  tke  R^ 
ceiver  of  Public  Moneys  at  l^ashville,  invfe 
that  it  may  be  submitted  to  the  President,  Tk^ 
ther  a  more  speedy  removal  of  Michael  Htrrisoft 
a1id  his  adherents,  than  had  been  contemphied, 
might  net  be  directed*    I  h9?e  the  honor,  Ac 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  William  Dixon,  Bflgiitff  tf 
the  Land  Office  at  Nashville,  to  the  Secratu;  of  th» 
Treasury,  dated 

.  Joi,Y  30, 1810. 
fiia :  I  here^iritb  enclose  the  returns  for  fbe 
month  of  June;  a  few" sales  were  made  doRos 
that  month  *,  this  is  to  be  attributed  to  tbeimpie- 
sioa  made  on  the  minds  of  the  people,  bf  tbej^^ 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Hoitfll 
States.  The  impression  is  now  nearlv  donetvif, 
and  the  minds  of  the  people  generally  quieted  v 
to  their  titles.  The  speculations  also  which  Ibo* 
tic^d  in  my  Usf  are  nearly,  perhaps  entirely, «i 
an  end. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Brahan,  Esq.  to  CbedN- 
rotary  of  the  Treasury,  dated 

Jt7LYl2,l8ia 

I  discover  that  Colonel  Harrison's  claim,  as- 
der  Cox,  is  becoming  more  silent,  and  P^P^?*!^ 
again  entering  lands  in  the  office,  more  brisUf 
than  was  the  caae  some  weeks  ago. 


PUBLIC  ACTS  aF  CONGRESSj 


PASSED  AT  THE  THIRD  8E88I0X  OF  THE  ELEVENTH  CONORSSa,  BEGUN  AND  HELD 

AT  tHE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  DECEMBER  8,  IWO. 


■<«»- 


Ln  Act  to  aathofize  th«  transportation  of  certain  doe- 
.  um«nta  free  of  postage. 

Be  it  emtcted  by  Uie  Senate  and  Home  of  Rep- 
esentatwes  of  the.  United  States  of  America,  in 
TangT'eea  ottem^M,  That  the  members  of  Con- 
fess, the  Secretary  of  the  Senate^  ami  Clerk  of 
he  House  of  RepreseDtatives,  be  and  they  are 
ereby  tespeetiyely  aathorised  to  transmit,  free 
f  postage,  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
Jnited  States  of  the^th  of  December,,  one  thoa- 
lod  eight  hundred  and  ten^  and  the  dooumeilts 
ccompanyittg  the  tame,  printed  by  .order  of  the 
ieiiate  and  by  order  of.  the  House  of  Represent- 
lives,  to  any  post  office  within  the  United  States' 
nd  Territories  .thereof,  to  which  they  may  direct, 
ny  law  to  the  contrary  notwitfastaudiag. 

J.  B.  VARNU^, 
Speaker  of  the  Houae  of  MUpreaentatieee. 

GEO.  CLINTON, 
Vice-Pneident  of  the  Vmted  Statee^  and 
President  ^the  Senate, 
Approved  December.l7, 1810. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


n  Act  making  an  additional  appropriation  to.snpply 
a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the  relief  and 
protection  of  distreased  American  seamen,  daring 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and,  tea* 

Be  it  enactedy  ^c,  That,  for  supplying  th«  de- 
rieoc^r  in  the  appropriation  for  the  relief  aad 
otection  of  distressed  American  seamen  in  jfor- 
gn  countries,  during  the  vcac  one  thousand  eight 
mdred  and  ten,  the  further  sum  of  sefventy-six 
ousand  dollars,  to  be  pai<|  onr  of  any  moneys  in 
e  Treasurv  not  otherwise  apprbpriated,  be  and 
e  same  is  nereby  appropriated. 
Approved,  January  7, 1811, 


I  Act  to  contimie  in  foice  for  a  kaHbeit  time  the  fint 
section  oi  the  atU  entitled  '*  An  act  forther  to  pro- 
tect the  commeice  and  aeameo  of  the  United  Stales 
against  the  BaiiHity  Powers." 

Be  it  enacted^  ^Cu  That  so  moeh  of  the  act 
ssed  on  the  tweatv-ilfth  day  of  March,  one  thou* 
nd  eight  hundred  and  four,  entitled  ''  An  act 
rther  to- protect  thd  eomm«fce  and  seamen  of 
e  United  States  against  the  Barbary  Powers," 
ia  contained  in  the  fint  section  of  the  said  act, 
id  which  wais  reviTed  and  continued  in  force 
r  the  time  therain  mentioned,  by  an  act,  entitled 
\,B.  act  to  revire  and  .cOntintjie  in  force  for  a  fur* 


thef  time  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  '  Alk 
act  further  to  protect  the  teoijameree  and  seamen 
of  the  United  States  against  the  Bartmry  Powers,'^ 
passed  on  the  twelfth  day  of  January^  one  thou* 
sand  eight  hundred  and  ten,  be  and  the  same  ts 
hereb?  continued  in  force  until  the  fourth  day  of 
March.' one  tl^ousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve: 
Promdedi  however,  That  the  additional  duty  laid 
by  the  said  section  shaH  be  collected  on  all  such 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  liable  to  pay  the 
sam^,  as  shall  have  been  imported  previous  to 
that  day. 
Approved^  January  7^  1811. 


An  Act- to  fix  the  compensation  of  die  additional  A*> 
■istant  Postmaster  General. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  additional  Assist- 
ant Postiaaster  General,  authorised  1^  the  act 
*'  reg^ulatiog  the  Post  Office  Bstabltshment,**  shall 
reeeivean  annual  salary  of  sixteen  hundred  dol- 
lars, payable  quarter-yearly  at  the  Treasary  of  the 
United  States^  to  be  computed  from  the  time  at 
which  he  may  have  entered  upon  the  execution 
of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Approved,  January  17, 1811. 


An  Act  to  anthorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  ascertain 
and  settle,  by  the  appointment  of  Commissioners^  the 
exterior  line  of  the  pubHc  land  at  West  Pdint,  with 
the  adjoining  proprietor. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  settle  the 
exterit>r  line  of  the  public  land  at  West  Point,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  now  in  dispute  with  Tno- 
mas  North,  the  adjoining  i;froprietor ;  and  for  that 
purpose  to  appoint  thrpe  Commissioners  to  ascer* 
tain  the  same,  whose  determination,  or  a  major- 
ity of  them — the  same  being  first  approved  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States — shall  be  final  and 
conclusive  in  the  premises.  And  any  such  Com- 
missioner shall  be  entitled  to  receive  at  and  after 
the  rate  of  four  dollars  per  diem,  for  the  tiine  ne- 
cessarily employed  in  executing  said  comtaission 
or  appointnlent. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  and  may  be  la^vful  for  the  commissionera 
who  may  be  appointed  under  this  act,  or  either 
of  them,  to  issue  prdcess,  in  nature  of  a  writ  of 
subpoena,  for  any  witness  that  may  be  required 
on  a  hearing  in  the  premises;  and  any  persoa 
duly  served  with  such  process  shall  be  bound  to 
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■appear  and  testify  under  the  like  penalty,  and  be 
liable  to  be  proceeded  ag^ainst  in  the  like  manner; 
as  is  provided  by  law,  in  relation  to  any  witness 
whose  attendance  is  required  in  any  court  of  the 
United  States,  to  give  testimony  in  any  matter 
depending  therein. 
Approved,  January  22, 1811. 


An  Act  making  .appropriations  for  the  rapport  of  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  Sutes  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  elevea. 

Be  ii  enacted,  fc,  That,  for  defraying'  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eleven,  for  the  Indian  department,  and 
for  the  expense  of  fortifications,  arsenals,  and 
armories,  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  are  respectively  appropriated^  that  is  to 
say: 

For  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
eight  hundred  and  six^y- nine  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eifht  dollars. 

For  forage,  thmeen  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  aiz-dollara. 

For  subsistence,  six  hundred  and  eiffhty-five 
thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-two  doTiara  and 
five  cents. 

For  clothing,  two  hundred. and  ninety*three 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  four  dollars. 

For  bounties  and  premiums,  thirty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  department,  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  camp-equipage,  fuel,  tools,  and  transporta- 
tion, two  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars. 
For  ordnance,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
For  fortifications,   arsenals,  magazines,   and 
armories,'  including  two  thousand  dollars  for  such 
a  number  of  additional  military  stordceepers  as 
may  be  requited,  two  hundred  and  seventy-six 
thousand  forty-nine  dollars  and  seventy-six  centa. 
For  purchasing  maps,  plans,  books,  and  instru- 
ments, two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
For  contingencies,  fifty  thousand  dollara.  . 
For  the  salary  of  clerks  employed  in  the  mili- 
tary agents'  ofllces,  and  in  the  office  of  the  inspec- 
tor of  the  army,  three  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  the  Indian  department,  one  hundred  and 
forty-six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  sums,  specifically  appropriated  by  this  act, 
shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  February  6, 1811. 


For  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  ofiueaaod 
pay  of  the  seamen,  seven  hundred  aod  senate- 
four  thousand  three  hundred  and  nioetj  do^ 

For  provisions,  three  hundred  and  eigkty^n 
thousand,  three  hundred  and  thirty  dolian. 

For  medicines,  instru meats,  and  hospital sIors, 
thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  two  hundred  tod fifif 
thousand  dollars. 

For  freight,  store-rent,  and  all  other  cofitiagea* 
cies,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For^payand  subsistence  of  the  martoecffip^, 
including  provisions  for  those  on  shore  and  fongi 
for  the  staff,  one  hundred  and  thirty-eightihoesik 
two  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars  and  siam 
cents. 

Fqr  clothing  for  the  same,  thirty^serea  tiwi' 
sand  nine  hundred  dollars  ana  otaety  ceots. 

For  military  stores  for  the  same,  oae  tkonmi 
three  hundred  and  ninety -six  doUan  and  (fe9tf> 
fiive  cents. 

For  medicines,  medical  services, bospitalstaa, 
and  all  other  expenses  on  account  of  tfaeskt 
belonging  to  the  marine  corps,  three  thoeosi 
dollars. 

For  quartermasters'  anf  barrackmastm'iw& 
officeifs'  traveilioff  expenses,  armorers' aod  ca- 
pent^s'  bills,  fuel,  premiums  for  enlistiog  wA 
musical  instruments,  bounty  to  music,  aod  ode 
contingent  expenses  of  the  marine  corps  fi/i^ 
thousand  ^ollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  navy  yards,  caning 
docks  and  other  improvements,  pavofsapeiia- 
tendents,  stor^eepera,  clerks,  and  laooRn.$erea- 
ty^five  thousand  dollars. 

For  ordnance  and  small  arms,  sixty  tboBai» 
dollars.  . 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  Thit^ 
several  sums,  specifically  appro|»-iated  bTt» 
act,  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  ia  tbeTra- 
surr,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  February  7, 1811. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

Be  ii  enacted^  ^c.  That,  for  defraying  the  ex* 
penses  of  the  navy  of  the  United  Statea  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  the 
following  sums  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  re- 
apectively  appropriated,  that  is  to  say : . 


An  Act  providing  for  the  final  adjuttmeat  fAAts*^ 
lands,  and  Ibr  the  sale  of  the  ^Uie  laodiiB* 
Tenitofies  of  Orleana  and  Lonlsitna. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  foUowiog  allow- 
ances and  compensations  shall  be  made  to^ 
several  officers  appointed  for  the  purpose  ^'t^ 
certaining  the  rights  of  persons  claiming  Ito«'| 
the  Territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiaoa;  vok* 
allowances  and  compensation  shall  be  >^""j\ 
all  their  services,  including  those  rendered  s»et 

their  salaries  respectifely  ceased,  that  is  (0  ^r 
To  each  of  the  eo^missionets^  and  to  eacb  «  ^ 
clerks  of  the  boards,  fifty  cents  for  eacb  ^^ 
duly  filed  according  to  law,  which  t^^*'''^ 
decided  on  the  firat  day  of  Julf,  ooe  tbov^J 
eight  hundred  and  nine,  and  on  wbicb  a  deciji 
has  been  made  subsequent  to  that  daf,  or  ^ 
hereafter  be  maile,  whether  sncb  decisioo  w^ 
favor  or  against  the  claim:  which  ^^^.i, 
my  cents  shall  be  paid  at  the  Treasttrrot  v 
United  States,  from  time  to  time,  aad  oo  i^V> 
of  the  transcripu  of  the  decisions  aad  (n\»^ 
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orts  of  claims  doi  finally  <H)ofiraied)  as  tbe  same 
lay  be  traosmitted  by  the  boards  respeettvely  to 
lie  Secretary  of  the  Treasiiry  according  to  kw. 
!*oeach  of  the  satd  commissioners  and  elerlrs  a  fiir- 
lier  allowance  of -five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid 
fter  the  completion  of  the  bdsiness  of  each'  of 
le  boards  respectively,  to  tbe  officers  then  in 
ffice.  And  to  each  of  the  translators,  at  the 
ite  of  six  hundred  dollars  a  year,  and  not  to  ex- 
ceed in  the  whole  for  each  th»  term  of  eighteen 
lonths:  Provided  always,  That  the  above  pen- 
ioned  allowance  of  fifty  cents  for  each  claim  tle- 
ided  npon,  shall  not  be  made  to  any  of  tbe  com- 
missioners who  may  be  absent  at  the  time  of 
uch  decision;  the  attendance  of  each  to  be  certi- 
ied  by  the  cler^i  <>'  ]^  *  majority  of  the  board : 
bid  provided  afoo,  That  no  allowance  shall  be 
aade  to  any  agent  heretofore  employed  by  the 
lecretary  ol  the  Treasury,  for  any  period  of  time 
ubsequent  to  the  time  wh^o  such  agent  ceased. 
0  act,  or  when  tbe  board  ceas^  to  receive  e?i- 
ieoce.  .     ,         ' 

Sec.  ^.  And  be  it  Jurther  enncted^  That  the 
wo  principiil  deputy  ^surveyors  of  theTerritorv 
)f  Orleans  sliall,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised, 
D  surTcyiog  and  dividing  such  of  the  public 
ands  in  tbe  said  Territory,  which  are  dr  may  be 
tnthorized  to  be  surveyed  and  4livided,  asaread- 
laceat  to  any  raver,  lake,' creek,  bayou,  or  water 
;ourse,  to  vary  the  mode  heretofore  prescribed  by 
aw,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  contents  oihracts,  and 
0  the  angles  and  boundary  lines,  and  to  lay 
jut  the  same  Mo  tracts  as  far  as  practicable,  of 
Ifty-eight  poles  in  front  and  four  hundred  and 
ixty-fire  poles  in  depth,  of  such  shape,  and 
oanded  by  such  lines  as  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
ry  will  render  practicable,  and  most  convenient: 
^vided,  hawwer,  That  such  deviations  from 
be  ordinary  mode  of  surveying  shall  be  made 
vith  the  approbation  of,  and  in  conformity  with, 
he  general  instructions  which  may  be  ^iren  to 
bat  effect  by  the  surveyor  of  the  public  lands 
outh  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
lisposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  lying 
n  tbe  eastern  land  district  of  the  Territory  of 
3rleans,  a  land  office  shall  be  established  at  New 
)rleans  ;  and  that  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of 
he  United  States  lying  south  of  Red  river,  in 
he  western  land  district  of  the  Territory  of  Or- 
eans,  a  land  office  shall  be  established  at  Op^- 
ousas ;  and  that  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  pf 
he  United  States  lying  north  of  Red  river,  in  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  a  land  office  shall  be  estab- 
ished.  which  shall  be  kept  at  such  place  as  tbe 
Resident  of  the  United  States  may  direct.  The 
egister  of  the  western  land  district  of  the  Terri- 
ory  of  Orleans  shall  act  as  register  of  the  land 
iffice  of  Opelousas,  and  as  one  of  tbe  commission- 
nrs  for  asceMaining  the  rights  of  persons  claiming 
aods  in  any  part  of  the  said  western  land  dis- 
lict.  And  for  the  land  office  north  of  the  Red 
Iver,  a  register,  and  for  each  of  the  sard  three 
)ffices,  a  receiver  of  public  moneys  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, who  shall  give  security  in  the  same 
aaimer;  ia  «be  same  anmi,  and  whose  compensa- 


tions, emoluments,  duties,  and  authority,  shall  in 
every  respect  be  the  same,  in  relation  to  the  lands 
which  shall  be  disposed  of  at  their  offices,  as  are 
or  ma^  be  provided  by  law,  in  relation  to  the  re-, 
gisters  and  receivers  of  nublic  moneys  in  the 
several  offices  established  for  the  disposal  of  the 
lands  of  tbe  United  States  in  the  Territory  of 
Mississippi.  >     -^ 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  Jurther  enadedj  That  tbe 

Sowers 'Vested  in  tbe  President  of  tbe  United^ 
itates  by  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act;  entitled 
'^An  act  supplementarv  to  an  act,  entitled  *An 
act  for  ascertaininff  ano  adjusting  the  titles  and 
claims  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
and  t^  district  of  Locrisiana,"  passed  od  the  twen* 
ty*first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ' 
and  six.  In  relation  to  the  public  lands  lying  in 
the  western  district  of  -the  Territory  of  OrleHns, 
and  all  the  other  provisions  niade  by  the  same 
section,  fo^  the  sale  of  the  said  lands,  and  for  ob- 
taioiAg  patents  for  the  same,  shall  be  and  tire 
same  are  hereb|^  in  every  respect  extended  to  the 
public  lands  lying  in  th^  eastern  dietrict  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans. 

Sac.  5.  And  he  it  Jurtherenaeted,  That  every 
person  who,  either  by  virtue  of  a  French  or  Span* 
ish  grants  recognised  by  tbe  laws  of  the  United 
Bt^tes,  or  under  a  claim  confirmed  by  the  com-  . 
missioners  appoioited  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain^ 
ing  the  rights  of  persons  claiming  lands  in  the 
Territory  df  Orleans,  owns  a  tract  of  knd  bor- 
dering on  any  rivcfr,  creek,  bayou,  or  watei^ 
coprse,  in  the  said  Territory,  and  not  e^cceeding. 
la  depth  fbrty  arpens,  French  measure,  shan 
be  entitled  to  a  preference  in  becoming  the 
purcha^r  of  anv  vacant  tract  of  land  adja- 
cent to,  and  baclc  of,  bis  own  tract,  not  ex-^ 
ceediojT  forty  arpens,  French  measure,  in  depth, 
nor  in  quaAtity  of  land,  that  which  is  contained, 
in  his  own  tract,  at  the  same  price,  and  on  the 
same  terms  and  conditions,  as  are,  or  may  be  pro^ 
vided  by  law  for  the  other  public  lands  in  the 
said  Territory.  And  the  principal  deputy  suf-. 
veyor  of  each  district  respectively,  shall  be  and. 
he  is  hereby  authorized,  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  surveyor  6f  the  public  lands  south  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  cause  to  be  surveyed 
the  tracts  claimed  by  virtoe  of  this  section  ;  and  in 
all  cases  where  by  reason  of  bends  in  tbe  river, 
lake,  creek,  bayou,  or  water  course,  bordering  on 
the  tratt,  andof  ad jacent  claims  of  a  s  i  m  ila  r  nature, 
each  claimant  cannot  obtain  a  tract  equal  in 
quantity  to  the  adjacent  tract  already  owned  by 

him,  to  divide. the  vacant  land  applicable  to  that 
object  between  the  several  claimants,  in  such 
manner  as  to  him  will  appear  most  equitable : 

Provided,  however,  That  the  right  of  pre-emption, 

f  ranted  by  this  section,  shall  not  extend  sO  far  in 
epth,  as  toiocludelands^t  for  cultivation,  bor« 
deriog  on  another  river,  creek,  bayou,  or  water 
course.  And  itfvery  person  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  this  section  shall,  within  three  years  after  the 
date  of  this  act,  deliver  to  the  register  of  the 
proper  iand  office,  a  notice  in  writing,  stating thfe 
situation  and  extent  of  the  tract  of  land  he  wisbes 
^  to  purchase,  and  shall  also  make  the  payment  aild 
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payments  for  the  Mme)  at  the  time  |iDd  times 
which  are  or  may  be  prescribed  by  law  for  the 
disposal  of  the  other  public  lands  io  the  said  Ter- 
ritory:  the  lime  of  his  delivering  the  Qi>tioe 
aforesaid,  beinff  considered  as  the  date  <if  the  pur- 
chase. And  if  any  such  person  shall  fail  to  de- 
lives  such  notice  within  the  said  period  of  xhree 
years,  or  to  make  such  payment  or  payments  at 
the  time  aboye*mentioned,  his  riffht  or  pre-emp- 
tion shall  cease  and  become  void;  and  the  land 
mav  thereafter  be  purchMed  by  any  other  person 
in  the  same  manner  and  fm  the  same  terms  as  arc 
or  may  be  provided  by  law  for  the  sale  of  other 
public  lands  in  the.  said  Territory. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
land  offices  established  by  virtue  of  this  fourth 
section  of  this  act,  shall  be  opened^  on,  the  first 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundrad  and 
twelve,  Por  the  sale  of  all  the  pubKc  lands,  with 
the  ejcception  of  section  "  number  sixteen,''  of  the 
ealt  springs,  nod  land  contiguous  tjiereto,  and  of 
the  tracts  reserved  for  the  support  of  seminaries 
of  learning,  as  hereinafter  provided,  which  ahsyD 
have  been  previously  surveyed  and  the  surveys 
xhereof  returned  according  to  law  to  the  registers 
of  the  land  offices  respectively ;'  and  on  the  first 
day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  nnd 
twelve,  for  the  sale  of  such  of  the  public  lands, 
which,  from  the  nature  of  the  country,  cannot  be 
surveyed  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  are  embiaeed 
by  the  provisions  of  the  third  sedion  of  this  act, 
as  shall  have,  at  least  six  weeks  previouv  to  the 
said  first  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  been  advertised  lor  sale  by 
the  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  south  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee^  with  the  approbatioa  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  The  public  sales 
for  the  lands,  subdivided  into  quarter  sections  in 
the  ordinary  way,  shall  he  held  for  one  calendar 
month,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  register 
and  receiver  of  each  land  office  respectively,  and 
of  either  of  the  surveyors  of  public  lands  south 
•  of  Tennessee,  or  of  his  principal  deputy  surveyor 
in  the  district,  who  shall  each  receive  six  dol/arft 
for  each  day's  attendance  on  the  same;  and  no 
tract  of  land  shall  be  sold  at  said  public  sales,  for 
a  less  price  than  that  which  4s  or  nay  be  pre- 
scribed by  law  for  the  sale  of  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  ^nd,  Rom  and  aAer  the 
first  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelre,  any  tract  which  has  been  thus  offered 
for  sale  at  public  sale,  and  remains  unsold,  as  well 
as  any  tract  of  land  embraced  by  the  provisions 
of  the  third  section  of  this  act,  the  sale  of  which' 
is  authorized  bv  this  section,  may  be  disposed  of 
at  private  sale  by  the  register  of  the  land  oSet. 
ibr  the  same  price  which  iaor  may  be  pieseribeu 
hj  law,  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  Jhe 
Mississippi  Territory.  All  the  lands,  sold  [by] 
virtue  of  this  section,  shall  in  every  other  respect 
be  sold  on  the  same  terms  of  payment  and  condi- 
tions^ in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same 
regulations,  as  are  or  may  be  prescribed  by  law, 
for  the  sale  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory :  Provided,  however*  That  in  case  of  an 
application  being  made  at  the  sama  time,  for  the 


purchase  at  private  sale  of  the  same  tiactdlud 
by  two  or  more  persons,  one  of  whooiiidacaal' 
ly  inhabit  and  cultivate  such  tract  of  lasd  at  ^k 
time  of  passing  this  act,  and  still  coatioim  uit 
habit  and  cultivate  the  same  at  the  time  of  saa 
application,  the  preference  shall  be  gives  to  th 
person  thus  inhahitinff  and  coltivatiug  sseh  tact 
of  land :  And  previae4»  aleo^  That,  till  afte  th 
final  decision  of  Congress  thereon,  no  tnct  ti 
land  shall  be  offered  for  sale,  the  daim  to  vik 
has  been  in  due  time,  and  acoordii^  to  liv.p 
sented  to  the.  register  of  the  land  office  asd  is4 
in  his  office,  for  the  purpose  of  being  iaretfigiid 
by  the  commi^ioners  appointed  for  the  porpoR 
of  ascertaining  the  rights  of  persooi  dftioLi; 
lands  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  or  which  fkik 
have  been  located  by  or  for  Major  GeaeniLi* 
fayette,  according  to  law. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  U  JkHker  enacted^  Thi^  a 
addition  to  the  township  already  reserved  for  tbt 
pnrposeby  law,  in  the  western  diacrt^toftbc  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans,  and  which  shall  be  kxni^ 
south  of  Red  river,  another  entiretowashipsbi. 
be  located  by  the  Secretary  of  tbeTreasoryiMtl 
of  Red  river,  for  the  use  of  a  seminary  of  hss- 
ing,  and  also  an  entire  township  in  the  Terntarr 
of  Louieiana,  for  the  support  of  a  wnuau^^ 
learning  within  th«  said  Territory. 

Sec.  a  And  be  it  fisrlher  enacted,  Tiiiit» 
survejTor  general  shall  cause  such  of  tlie  ^^ 
lands  in  the  TerQtory  of  Louisiana  as  tbe  Prei- 
dent  of  the  United  States  shall  direct,  to  be  sur- 
veyed and  divided  in  the  same  manoeraadaoder 
the  same  regulations  and  limitations  ts  loeipn- 
ses,  as  is  provided  by  law  in  relation  to  the  lisft 
of  the  United  States  northwest  of  therirerOiiRi. 
and  above  the  month  of  Kentucky  river. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  Juriker  enacted,  Tbat.&f 
the  disposal  of  the  lands  6f  the  United  Suis 
Ivine  in  the  Territory  of  Louisiaoa,  a  lind(Jp| 
sliair  be  established,  which  shall  be  kept  at  m 
place  as  the  President  of  the  United  Suiesssf 
direct ;  and  a  register  and  receiver  of  pablk  d^ 
neys  shall  be  appointed  for  said  office,  wbosbal 
give  security  in  the  ^ame  manner,  ia  the  a* 
sums,  and  whose  compensations,  emolameflti;^ 
ties,  and  authority,  shall,  in  every  respect,  be  th 
same,  in  relation  to  the  lands  which  sball  be  it 
posed  of  at  their  office,  as  are  or  may  be  proniSj 
for  by  law,  in  relation  to  the  register  andreceiif 
of  public  moneys  in  the  several  offices  estiblv 
ed  lor  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  Hciv 
States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  ibore  Vj 
mouth  of  Kentucky  river. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  U  fiaiker  enacted,  TbtfAr 
President  of  the  United  States  be  and  be  is  l«* 
by  authorised,  whenever,  he  shall  think  ff^-^ 
direct  so  much  of  the  public  lands  lyia;  i>  ^ 
Territory  of  Louisiana,  as ;  shall  have  i^^/f 
veyed  in  conformity  with  the  ninth  seetiosoi  w 
act,  to  be  offered  for  sale.  AU  sack  IiikIs  sm 
with  the  exception  of  the  section  .^b<»^^^j 
teen,"  which  shall  be  reserved  ineachtovs^i 
for  the  support  of  schools  within  the  ssiiie,^| 
exception  also  of  a  tract  feaervcd  for  the  ispP 
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a  semmrf  of  leannog,  tt  f>fonded  for  by  the 
ihxh  section  of  this  act,  and  with  the  rxeeptioa 
;o  of  the  salt  «prtn(|^  and  lead  minca,  and  laadt 
ntisruoiM  thereto,  wbicli,  by  the  direction  of  the 
esident  of  the  United  States,  may  be  reserved 
*  the  fatore  disposal  of  ihe  said  States,  sbi^li  be 
ered  for  sale  to  the  hi^est  bidder,  nader  the 
recti  on  df  the  register  of  the  knd  office,  and 
e  reeeiver  of  the  poUic  moneys,  and  of  the 
incipal  deputy  sarveyor,  aod  on  such  day  or 
ys  as  shaU,  b^  pabiio  proclamation  of  the  Pres- 
ent of  the  United  Stales,  be  desifaated  for  thWt 
irpose.  The  sales  shiilk  remain  open  for  three 
?elc8,  and  no  longer.  The  lands  shall  be  sold  for 
price  not  less  than  thut  which  has  been  or  may 

fixed  by  law  for  the  public  latads  northwest  of 
e  river  Ohio,  and  above  themoach  of  Keatneky 
rer.    And  sl^all  in  every  other  respect  be  sold 

tracts  of  the  same  sise.  on  the  same  terms  and 
nditions,  as  have  been  or  may  be  by  law  pto- 
ded  for  the  leads  sold  in  the  8t«te  of  Ohio. 
be  superintendents  of  the  said  public  salesshaH 
eh  receive  six  dollars  for  each  day's  atteod- 
ice  on  the  said  sales.  All  the  lands  which  have 
en  thus  offered  for  safe,  at  pohlio  s»le,  remain- 
g  unsold  at  the  closing  of- the  public  sales,  n»ay 

disposed  of  at  private  sale  by  the  register  of 
e  land  oflSce,  for  the  same  price  w^hich  is  or  may 
)  preseribed  by  law' for  the  sale  of  public  landis 

the  iltace  of  Ohio :  Pr&nided,  however^  That, 
ti  after  the  decision  of  Oonmss  thereon,  no  tract 
'  land  shall  be  offered  for  sale,  the  claim  to  which 
IS  been  in  due  time  and  accord ihf;  to  law  pre- 
oted  to  the  recorder  of  land  titles  in  the  district 

Louisiana,  and  filed'  in  his  office,  for  the  pur- 
tte  of  being  iavestj|pa4ed  by  the  commissioners 
)poii]ted  for  ascertain inct  the  rights  of  persons 
aiming  lands  fin  the  Territory  of  Louisiana. 
od  patents  shall  be  obtained  for  alllandssold  in 
e  Territory  of  Louisiana^  in  the  same  maaner 
id  on  the  snme  terms  as  is  or  may  be  provided, 
r  law,  for  land  sold  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  fwrlher  enacted^  That  the 
aim  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  Or- 
aos,  to  the  common  adjacent  thereto,  and  with- 
six  hundred  yards  from  the  fortifications  of  the 
me,  as  confirmed  by  the  act,  entitled  *'An  act 
specting  claims  to  lands  in  the  Territories  of 
rleans  and  Louisiana,''  shall  be  deemed  valid, 
though  the  relinquishment  of  the  said  porpora- 
)n  to  any  claim  beyond  the  said  distance  of  six 
mdred  yards,  was  not  made  till  after  the  expi- 
tioQ  of  the  period  of  six  months,  prescribed  by 
e  act  last  mentioned. 

Sfic.  12.  And  be  it  further  tnactedy  That  all 
irigable  rivers  and  waters  in  the  Territories  of 
rleans  and  Louisiana,  shall  be,  and  forever,  re- 
AiD,  public  highways. 

Sfio.  13.  And  be  itjurther  macted  That  a  sum 
>t  exceeding  forty  thousand  dollars  be,and  the 
Jue  is  hereby  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of 
laying  this  act  inio  effect,  which  sum  ^hall  be 
tid  out  of  unappropriated  moneys  in.  the  Tree- 
iry.    . 

Approved^  Febnuury  15, 1811.  > 


An  Act  ennoennig  the  Baadt  of  Altxandris. 
.  Be  a  enacted,  if  c.  That  ihe  corporation  here- 
tofore created  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Pres- 
ident, Directors,  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
Alesandria^  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Common  wealth  of.  Virginia,  passed  in  the  year 
seventeen  hundsed  and  ninety-twa  entitled  "^An 
act  for  estaiklishinif  a  hank  in  the  town  of  Alex- 
andria ;"  the  capital  stocks  of  which  said  beak 
bath  beett  incieased  to  five  hundred  thonsiuMl 
doUers ;  Vkd  which  said  corporation  was,  by  a» 
met  of  the. said  Common weaith,  passed  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  one,  continued  ontil 
the  foauth  day  of  hiareh,  eighteen  hundred  and 
eleven,  be,  and  the  said  corporation  shall,  by  the 
name  and  style  aforesaid,  be  fuither  continued 
from  the  iburth  day  of  March  next,  until  the 
ibttrth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-one, subject  to  the  regulations  prescribed  by 
and  made  inahe  manner  provided  by  this  aet. 

Sse.  2.  And  be  UJurther  enacted,  That  the 
said  C0Q)oratioo  shall,  bj  the  name  and  style  of 
the  President,  Directors,  and  Company  of  the 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  be  capable  inlaw  to  hold, 
have,  and  pnichaae,  receive,  possess,  enji^  and  le- 
taio  to  them  and  their  successors,  lands,  rents, 
ten^menu,   hereditansents,  goods,  chattels  anil 
effects,  of  what  kind,  nature,  or  quality  soever; 
and  the  same  to  grant,  demise,  alien  or  dispose 
of  s  and,  bv  the  name. afbreaaid,  may  sue  and  be 
sued,  plea4  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  an- 
swered, defend  apd  be  defended,  ih  any  court  of 
reQord  within  Uie  United  States  \  and  may  do  and 
execute  every  other  matter  and  thing  by  the  name 
aforesaidi  tbatthey  are  authorized  to  do  by  virtue 
of  this  act:  Provided  alteayty  Thet  the  lands, 
tenements,  and  hereditameats,  which  it  shall  be 
lawlul  for  the  president,  directors;  and  company 
to  bold,  shall  be  only  such  as  shall  be  requisite 
for  their  immediate  ac0ommodation,  in  relatioB 
to  the  convenient  transacting  their  business,  and 
such  as  shall  have  bean  benajide  mortgaged  to  . 
them  by  we]r  of  security,  or  conveyed  to  them  in 
satisfaction  tor  debts  previoosly  contracted  in  the 
course  of  their  deaUngs :  FroMedaleo,  That  the 
preMdent  and  directors  shall  not  purchase  any 
goods,  chattels,  or  effects,  unless  such  as  are  sold 
by  virtue  of  an  execution,  upon  judgments  ob» 
tained  by  them,  except  such  articles  as  may  be 
necessary  fog  them  in  transacting  the  business  of 
the.  bank;  but  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them  to  n*^ 
cei  ve  and  hold  such  securities,  floods,  chattels,  and 
offsets,  by  wiay  of  deposits  &r  advanoes  tnade 
by  them  to  any  person  or  persons,  and,  on  failure 
ot  payment,  the  same  to  sell  and  dispose  of  at 
jpublic  sale. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fiinther  enacted  That  the 
capital  Slock  of  the  said  bank  shall  consist  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  shaies  of  two  hon* 
dred  dollars  each. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  UJurther  enacted,  That  every 
stockhoUer  :rhail.  be  entitled  to.  vote  by  himseltV 
his  agent}  or  prosy,  appeinied  under  his  hahdand 
seal,  at  all  elections,  by  virtue  of  this  act ;  and 
shell  have  as  many  votes  as  he  has  shares,  as  far 
e9  ten  8hares,.and  not  more  than  one  vote  for  every' 
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share  €ker«mfter ;  and  erery  BtoeUioUler  may  sell 
and  transfer  hn  stock  in  the  bank,  or  aoy  part 
thereof,  at  his  pleasure,  oot  being  less  than  one 
complete  share  or  shares ;  the  transfer  to  be  made 
in  the  bank  books,  in  the  presence,  and  with  the 
approbation  of  the  proprietor  or  his  lawfui  attor- 
ney, and  the  purchaser  then  to  be  entitled  to  all 
the  rights  which  the  oriffinal  proprietor'  enjoyed. 
Sec.  5.  And  be  it  nuriher  enadedj  That  a 
meeting  of  the  stockholders,  at  the  town  of  Alex- 
andria^ shall  be  held  annually,  on  the  third  Moo- 
«day  of  January,  in  ever^  year,  during  theeontin- 
iiance  of  this  act ;  previous  notice  whereof  shall 
be  published  in  some  newspaper,  printed  in  Alex- 
andria, Richmond,  Winchester,  or  the  City  of 
Washington,  for  thie  space  of  ibvr  weeks  suocee- 
aively;  and  the  stocknolders,  assembled  in  con- 
aequence  of  such-  notice,  shall  choose  by  ballot, 
from  atnoiig  themselves,  by  a  majority  of  votes 
of  such  as  shall  be  present,  or  by  proxy,  nine  di- 
rectors, being  citizens  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  term  of  one  year  thereafter ;  and  on  the  same 
dsy  ai^oually,  for  and  during  the  continuance  of' 
this  act,  a  like  election  shall  be  made ;  and  in  ease 
of  refusalj  death,  resignation,  disonalifcation  or 
removal  out  of  the  District  of  Colombia,  of  any 
.  director,  the  remaining  directors,  at  their  next 
meeting  thereafter,  shall  elect  by' ballot  another 
another  person,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  in  his  place, 
for  the  residue  of  the  year.  The  direetors  or  any 
•even  of  them,  shall,  at  their  first  meeting  after 
every  general  election,  eleot  by  a  majority  ofmem- 
bers  present,  by  ballot,  from  ainon^  the  stockhold- 
ers, a  president,  who  shells  whether  a  director  or 
not,  be  thereupon  entitled  to  all  the  powers  and'pri- 
▼ileges  of  one;  and  if  he  was  before  a  director  an- 
other director  shall  be  elected  as  aforesaid,  so  ae 
to  keep  up  the  number  of  directors,  prescribed  by 
this  act,  exclusively  of  the  President ;  and  in  ease 
of  refusal,  death,  resignattoa,  or  removal,  out  of 
the  district  aforesaid,  of  the  president,  the  direc- 
tors shall  meet  as  soon  as  conveniently  can  be 
thereafter,  and  elect  another  person  for  president, 
in  manner  before  directed. 

Sio«6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
be  a  meeting  of  the  direetors  quarterly,  for  the 

Surpose  of  regulating  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  any 
ve  of  whom  shall  make  a  board ;  and  that  the 
board  have  power  to  adjourn  itom  time  to  time  } 
and  the  president,  or  any  three  of  the.  dtrectots. 
may  call  aspecial  meeting  at  any  other  time  they 
may  think  necessaryr* 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  fiuiher  enacted.  That  the 
board  of  directors  shall  determine  the  manner  of 
doing  business,  and  the  rules  and  forms  to  be  pur- 
sued; appoint jind  pay  the  various  officers  which 
4hey  may  find  neeessarv;  aad  dispose  of  the 
moneir  and  credit  of  the  bank,  at  a  rate  not  ex- 
oecding  six  per  centum  per  annam ;  add  make 
half  yearly  dividends  of  the  profits,  or  of  s«eh  part 
thereof  as  they  may  think  prudent. 

Sbo.  8.  And  be  iifwriher  enacted,  That,  in  the 
appointment  of  cashier  of  the  said  bank,  a  ma- 
jority ef  the  votes  of  seven  directors  shall  be  ne- 
cessary to  «  choice. 

Sfio.  9.  And  be  it  further,  enacted,  That  the 


board  shall,  at  every  quarterly  meeting  ehow 
three  dtiectors,  to  inspect  the  bosinen  of  tlbtVuik 
for  the  ensuing  three  months ;  and  the  mptt^Ki 
so  chosen,  or  any  two  of  thern^  shall,  on  the  tT» 
ing  of  every  Saturday,  examine  into  the  tttitc 
the  eash  account,  and  all  the  notes  leeeived  n  i 
issued,  and  see  that  those  accounts  are  npksf 
balanced  and  transferred* 

Sbg.  la  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbtt  w 
director,  officer,  or  otber  person  holdiagaB^ifti^ 
or  capital  of  the  said  stock,  who  shall  comoiitBT 
fraud  or- embezxlemenc,  touching  the  moiRf? 
property  of  the  said  bank,  shall  be  liable  u  it 
prosecuted  in  the  name  of  the  United  SitteiV 
indiciment  for  the  same,,  in  any  court  of  hvn 
the  district  wherein  the  offienee  shall  be  eoaai^ 
ted ;  and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  sbtU,  heak 
the  remedy  that  may  be  had  by  action,  ii  \k 
name  of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Coojh' 
of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  for  the  frand  afoiBui 
forfeit  all  his  ahare  and  stock'  in  the  aid  tok  t: 
the  company. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  U  farther  enacted,  That: 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  bank  herebf  isMiy^ 
rated  to  loan,  by  discount  or  otherwise,  isvetii: 
twice  the  amount  of  iu  capital  stock  lenillf 
paid  iu. 

Sao.  12.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  Thit  i: 
stockholder  or  member  of  the  said  eompuf  $ha£ 
be  answerable  for  any  loss,  deficieaeics,  or  Mv 
of  the  capital  stock  of  said  bank,  for  MVfBottx 
larger  sum  or  sums  of  money  what»em.  iliu 
the  amount  of  the  stock,  stocks,  ar  sbir«,vkiek 
shall  appear  by  ihe  books  of  the  said  eoaW  » 
belong  to  him  at  the  time  or  ti pies  when socbw 
or  losses  shall  be  sustained,  except  as  is  bereute 
excepted,  that  is  to  say :  if  the  total  amoati  tf 
debts,  which  the  said  company  shall  at  njm 
owe,  whether  by  bdnd,  bHt,  note,  or  other  e» 
.  tract,  shall  exceed  double  the  amount  of  apia- 
stock  of  the  said  bank  actually  paid  io,OTcr » 
above  the  moneys  actually  deposited  is  tbe  M 
for  safe^keepiog,  then  in  case  of  soeh  eicess.w 
directors  under  whose  administration  it  sbtllair 
pen,  sball  be  liable  for  such  excels,  in  tbeii  ois 
ral  and  private  capacities;  and  an  actioa  ort*- 
tioos  of^  debt  may  be  brought  against  ibeoi,  i 
any  of  them,  their  heirs,  executors,  or  adaioi^ 
tori,  in  any  court  of  record  within  theUoist 
States,  by  any  creditor  or  creditors  of  the  fl^ 
company,  and  may  be  prosecuted  to  jud|iB(»' 
and  execution,  any  condition,  covenant,  or  a^ 
ment  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  N^/^ 
shall  not  be  construed  to  exempt  the  said  bK| 
politic,  or  the  lands,  tenements,  goods,  sod  cki'' 
iels  of  the  same,  from  being  liable  for,aDdciuff 
able  with,  the  said  excess.  Such  of  tbedii^i^^ 
who  may  have  been  absent  when  the  satd  excee 
was  contracted  or  created,  or  who  mar  faa^^  ^^ 
seated  from  the  r^solntiou  or  act,  wkerebf  i^ 
same  was  so  contracted  or  created,  may.  respe^' 
iveljr,  exonerate  themselves  from  beiog  so  lu^ 
by  forthwith  giving  notice  of  the  ia^t,aodof  ^ 
absence  or  dissent,  to  the  Mayor  of  the  tovfl^ 
Alexandria,  for  the  tfnie  being,  and  to  the  swi* 
holders,  at  a  geaerai  meeting  which  he  or  ^ 
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f  a  semimry  of  learmag,  tt  |ironded  for'  by  the 
ighth  section  of  this  aet,  aiid  with  the  exoeplioD 
Iso  of  the  sait  Bprin|^  and  lead  mince,  and  (aads 
ftntiguooB  thereto,  which,  hy  the  direction  of  the 
resident  of  the  United  States,  may  be  reserved 
ff  the  fnttife  disposal  of  4he  said  States,  shall  be 
Sered  for  sale  to  the  hi^est  bidder,  under  the 
irection  df  the  register  of  the  knd  office,  and 
IS  receiver  of  the  puUie  moneys,  and  of  the 
riacipal  deputy  surveyor,  and  on  such  day  or 
&ys  as  shall,  hy  pabiio  proclamation  of  the  Pres- 
lent  of  the  United  States,  be  desifnated  for  that 
urpose.  The  sales  shiiil  remain  open  for  three 
'eeks,  and  no  longer.  The  lands  shall  be  sold  for 
price  not  lees  than  that  which  has  been  or  may 
f  fixed  by  law  for  the  public  lahds  -northwest  of 
le  river  Ohio,  and  above  themouth  of  Kentucky 
ver.  And  sljiaU  in  every  other  respect  lie  sold 
I  tracts  of  the  same  sise.  on  the  same  terms  and 
editions,  as  have  been  or  may  be  by  law  pro- 
ided  for  the  lands  sold  in  the  8t«te  ef  Ohio. 
'he  snperiotendents.of  the  said  public  salesshaH 
leh  receive  six  dollars  for  each  day's  attend- 
ice  on  the  said  sdes.  All  the  lands  which  have 
sen  thus  offered  for  sale,  at  public  sale,  remain- 
ig unsold  at  the  closing  of  tbO' public  sales,  niay 
>  disposed  of  at  private  sale  by  the  rcj^ster  of 
le  land  dffiee,  for  the  same  price  which  is  or  may 
i  pres^bed  by  law  for  the  sale  of  public  lands 

I  the  Slate  of  Ohio:    PreeicM,  hmoever^  That, 

II  after  the  decision  of  Oonmss  thereon,  no  tract 
f  land  shall  be  offered  for  sale,  the  claim  to  which 
IS  been  in  due  time  and  aecordihf;  to  law  pre- 
»ted  to  the  recorder  of  land  titles  m  thediatrict 
r  Louisiana,  and  filed' in  his  office,  for  the  pur- 
38e  of  being  inveatijEaled  by  the  commissioners 
p^ointed  for  ascertain i net  the  rights  of  persons 
aiming  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana. 
ind  patents  shall  be  obtained  for  all  lands  sold  in 
le  Territory  of  Louisiana^  in  the  eame  manner 
id  on  the  saaie  terms  as  it  or  may  be  provided, 
f  law,  for  land  sold  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Sec.  11.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
aim  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  Or- 
aos,  to  the  common  adjacent  thereto,  and  with- 
I  six  hundred  yards  from  the  fortifications  of  the 
ime,  as  confirmed  by  the  act,  entitled  ^'An  act 
sjpectiog  claims  to  lands  in  the  Territories  of 
rleans  and  Louisiana,"  shall  be  deemed  valid, 
though  the  reUnquishment  of  the  staid  corpora- 
}n  to  any  claim  beyond  the  said  distance  of  six 
indred  yards,  was  not  made  till  after  the  expi- 
tion  of  the  period  of  six  months,  prescribed  by 
e  act  last  mentioned. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  all 
ivigable  rivers  and  waters  in  the  Territories  of 
rleans  and  Louisiana,  shall  be,  and  forever,  re- 
ain,  public  highways. 

Sac..  13.  And  he  itfiuiher  emxcted  That  a  sum 
at  exceeding  forty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the 
ime  is  hereby  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of 
irrying  this  act  loio  effect,  which  sum  ^hall  be 
lid  out  of  unappropriated  moneys  in.  the  Trea- 
iry.    . 

Approved^  February  15,. 181 1.  ' 


Aa-Aet  ennoeianig  the  Baak  of  Altxaadria.     » 

Be  ii  enacted,  ifc.  That  ihe  corporation  her*- 
tofore  created  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Pres- 
ident, >  Directors,  and  Company  of  the  Baak  of 
AleKandHa,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Commonwealth  of.  Virginia,  passed  in  the  year 
seventeen  hundred  and  nincty«two,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  estahliahiag  a  hank  in  the  town  of  Alex- 
andria j"  the  capital  stock' of  which  said  bank 
bath  beeft  incnaaaed  to  five  hundred  thonsi^ad 
dollars ;  and  which  said  corporation  was,  by  a» 
aiei  of  tbe.shid  Commonwealth,  passed  in  the 
year  eighteen  hnndred  and  one,  continued  natjl 
the  fottrth  day  of  hiarch,  eighteen  hundred  and 
eleven,  be,  and  the  said  corporation  shall,  by  the 
name  and  styte  aforesaid,  be  further  continued 
from  the  fourth  day  of  March  next,  until  the 
fourth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-one, subject  to  the  regulations  prescribed  by 
and  made  in*  the  manner  provided  by  this  net. 

Sse.  2.  And  he  itfitrther  enacted^  That  th« 
said  coQioration  shall,  by  the  name  and  style  of 
the  President,  Directoia.  and  Company  of  the 
Bank  of  Alezandcia,  be  capable  in  law  to  hold, 
have,  and  purchase,  receive,  possess,  enjoy  and  f«- 
taio  to  th«m  and  their  successors,  lands,  rents, 
tenements,   heieditanaents,  goods,  chattels  and 
effects,  of  what  kind,  nature,  or  qoality  soever; 
and  the  same  to  grant,  demise,  alien  or  dispose 
of}  and,  by  the  name. aforesaid,  may  sue  and  btf 
sued,  piea4  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  an- 
swered, defend  and  be  defended,  in  any  court  of 
record  within  the  United  States  $  and  may  do  and 
execute  every  other  matter  and  thing  by  the  name 
aforesaid,  tbatthey  are  authorized  to  do  by  virtue 
of  this  act:  Provided  alteaye,  That  the  lands, 
teaemenu^  and  hereditaments,  which  it  shall  be 
iawlul  for  the  president,  director^  and  company 
to  bold,  shall  be  only  such  as  shall  be  renuisite 
lor  their  immediate  acaooMnodation,  in  relatioB 
ta  the  convenient  tram«cting  their  business,  and 
such  as  shall  have  been  beiSaJide  mortgaged  t»  . 
then*  by  way  of  security,  or  conveyed  to  them  in 
satisfaction  for  debts  previously  contracted  in  the 
cowse  of  theu  deaangs :  JProMedaleo,  That  the 
president  and  directors  shall  not  purchase  any 
goods,  chauels,  or  effiscts,  unless  sueh  as  ar«  sold 
by  virtue  of  aa  execution,  upon  judgownu  .oh» 
tained  by  tham,  except  such  articles  as  may  be 
necessary  fos  them  in  transacting  the  business  of 
the.  bank ;  but  it  shall  he  lawful  for  them  to  n- 
ceive  and  hold  such  securities,  goods,  chattels,  and 
effects,  by  wiay  of  deposite  for  advances  made 
by  them  tp  any*  person  or  persons,  and,  on  failure 
of  payment,  the.  same  to  sell  and  dispose  of  at 
•public  sale* 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fuHber^  enacted^  That  the 
capital  su>ck  of  the  satd  bank  shall  consist  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dolhirs,  in  shai%8  of  two  hun- 
4iad  dollars  each. 

Sec.  4.  AndbeUfiuiher  enacted^  That  every 
stookhoUer  srhail.  be  entitled  to.  vote  by  himself, 
his  agent,  or  prosy,  appeinied  under  his  hahd  and 
seal,  at  all  elections,  by  virtue  of  this  act;  and 
shall  have  as  many  votes  as  he  has  shares,  as  far 
a9  t«n  shares,  and  not  more  than  one  vote  for  every' 
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shar*  thereafter ;  and  ewtty  ttoekholder  mmj  sell 
and  transfer  bis  atodc  in  the  bank,  or  any  part 
thereof,  at  bis  pleasure,  not  bein^  less  tban  one 
eoAplele  sbire  or  shares ;  ibe  traosfbr  to  be  made 
ia  tbe  bank  books,  in  the  presence,  and  with  the 
approbation  of  tbe  proprietor  or  bis  lawfol^  attor- 
ney, and  tbe  purchaser  then  to  be  entitled  to  all 
the  rights  which  the  oriffinal  proprtetpr  enjoyed. 
Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enoctocl,  lliat  a 
meeting  of  the  stockholders,  at  the  town  of  Alex- 
andria, shall  be  held  annually,  on  the  third  Mon- 

,day  of  January,  in  erery  year,  during  theeonttn- 
uance  of  this  act  i  previous  notice  whereof  shall 
be  published  in  some  newspaper,  printed  in  Alex- 
andria, Richmond,  Wincnester,  or  the  City  of 
Washington,  for  the  space  of  four  weeks  suocee- 
airely ;  and  the  stockholders,  assembled  in  con- 
sequence of  such 'notice,  shall  choose  ^y  ballot, 
from  among  themselres,  by  a  majority  of  rotes 
of  such  as  snail  be  present,  or  by  proxy,  nine  di- 
rectors, being  citizens  of  the  United  States,  for 
tbe  term  of  one  year  thereafter;  and  oa  the  same 
day  annually,  for  and  during  the  continuance  of 
this  act,  a  like  election  shall  be  made ;  and  in  case 
of  refusalj  death,  resignation,  disqualification  or 
removal  out  of  the  District  of  Gorambia,  of  any 

.  director,  the  remaining  directors,  at  their  next 
meeting  thereafter,  shall  elect  by  ballot  another 
another  perston,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  in  his  place, 
for  the  residue  of  the  year.  The  directors  or  any 
aeven  of  them,  shall,  at  their  first  meethiff  after 
every  general  election,  elect  by  a  majority  ofmera- 
bers  present,  by  ballot,  from  among  the  stockhold- 
ers, a  president,  who  shall,  whether  a  director  or 
not,  be  thereupon  entitled  to  all  the  powers  and'pri- 
Tileges  of  one;  and  if  he  was  before  a  director  an- 
other director  shall  be  elected  as  aforesaid,  so  as 
to  keep  up  the  number  of  directors,  prescribed  by 
this  act,  exclusively  of  the  President ;  and  in  ease 
of  refusal,  death,  r^ignatton,  or  removal,  out  of 
the  district  aforesaid,  of  the  president,  the  direc- 
tors shall  meet  as  soon  as  conveniently  can  be 
thereafter,  and  elect  another  person  for  president, 
in  manner  before  directed. 

Sao*  6.  And  be  it  furthfT  enacted^  That  there 
be  a  meeting  of  the  directors  quart^ly,  for  the 

gurpose  of  regulating  the  afiairfe  of  tbe  bank,  any 
ve  of  whom  shall  make  a  board;  and  that  the 
board  have  power  to  adjourn  -from  time  to  time ;. 
and  the  president,  or  any  three  of  the.  directors, 
may  call  a  special  meeting  at  any  other  time  they 
may  think  necessarjr. 

Sfic.  7.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted.  That  the 
beard  of  directors  shall  determine  the  manner  of 
doing  business,  and  the  rules  and  forms  to  be  pur- 
sued; appoint  and  pay  the  various  officers- which 
4hey  may  find  necessarv;  add  dispose  of  the 
money  and  credit  of  the  bank,  at  a  rate  not  ex- 
ceeding six  per  centum  per  annum ;  aitd  make 
half  yearly  dividends  of  the  profits,  or  of  such  part 
thereof  as  they  may  think  prudent. 

Sao.  8.  And  be  itfitrlher  enac(edj  That,  in  the 
appoiotmept  of  cashier  of  the  said  bank,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  votes  of  seven  directors  shall  be.  ne- 
cessary to  a  choice. 

Sbo.  9.  And  be  it  Jurther,  enacted.  That  the 


board  shall,  at  every  quarterly  meetiaf,<boes 
three  directors,  to  inspect  the  business  of  the  W 
for  the  ensuing  three  months ;  and  the  inspecue 
so  chosen,  or  any  two  of  them^  shall,  on  the  efa- 
ing  of  every  Saturday,  examine  into  tkestttec 
the  cash  account,  and  ail  the  aotei  reeeired  a 
Issued,  and  see  that  those  accounts  are  regulirk 
balanced  and  transferred. 

Sec.  IQ.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  Tbtt » 
director,  officer,  or  other  person  holding  any  ikn 
or  capital  of  the  said  stock,  who  shall  eommitttf 
frana  orembezxlement,  touching  the  monefi 
property  of  tbe  said  bank,  shall  he  liable  lo  it 
prosecuted  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  k 
indictment  for  the  same;,  in  any  court  of  hv. 
the  district  wherein  the  offence  shall  be  ti^xom 
ted ;  and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  shall,  beadr 
the  remedy  that  may  be  had  by  action,  i&  u: 
name  of  the  President,  Directors,  aad  Compw 
of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  for  the  frand  aforni^ 
forfeit  all  his  share  and  stock  in  the  said  bssk :: 
the  company.  .     \ 

Sxg.  11.  And  be  it  Jurther  enactel  Tiniii 
shall  not  be  lawful. for  the  bank  herebpuMp 
rated  to  loan,  by  discount  or  otherwise,  toaetia: 
twice  the  amount  of  iu  capital  stock  leaillT 
paid  in. 

Sao.  12.  And  be  it  further  enaded,  Tbit « 
Moekholder  or  member  of  the  said  compurih& 
be  answerable  for  any  loss,  deficiencies,  or  faiist 
of  the  capital  stock  of  said,  bank,  for  aof  mitx 
larger  sum  or  sums  of  money  whatioerer.titi 
the  amount  of  the  stock,  stocu,  ar  shares. vlxl 
shall  appear  by  the  books  of  the  said  eonpnt  ti 
belong  to  him  at  the  time  or  tip»ee  wheosockw 
or  losses  shall  be  sustained,  except  as  is  heralie 
excepted,  that  is  to  say:  if  the  touU  aDoagttf 
debts,  which  the  said  company  shall  at  anyw 
owe,  whether  by  bond,  biti,  note,  or  other  ^ 
.  tract,  shall  exceed  double  the  amount  of  a^ 
stock  of  the  said  bank  actually  paid  io,  otct  d 
above  the  moneys  actually  deposited  io  tbe  hs 
for  safe-*keeping,  then  in  case  of  sooh  exee&i^^ 
directors  under  whose  administration  it  shall bi^ 
pen,  sl^all  be  liable  for  such  excess,  in  tiicir  m 
ral  and  private  capacities;  and  an  actioa  orr 
tions  of  debt  may  be  brought  against  (heiB,!r 
any  of  them,  their  heirs^  executors,  or  adminttfi 
tord,  in  any  court  of  record  within  theUoiK 
States,  by  any  creditor  or  creditors  of  the  sc: 
company,  and  may  be  prosecuted  to  judga^ 
and  execution;  any  conditic^n,  covenant,  or  if^ 
ment  to  the  contrary  notwithsmndiog^  batt^ 
shall  not  be  construed  to  exempt  tbe  said  M' 
politic,  or  the  lands,  tenements,  goods,  aod  c^>' 
tels  of  (he  same,  from  being  liable  for,aDdciurf 
able  with,  the  said  excess.  Such  of  thedirKtsr 
who  may  hare  been  absent  when  the  said  eiees 
was  contracted  or  created,  or  who  may  hare  dr 
sented  from  the  resolution  or  act,  whereby  t^ 
same  was  so  contracted  or  created,  maf,  resp!- 
ively,  exonerate  themselves  from  beiog  so  ^^^ 
by  forthwith  giving  notice  of  the  faet,  and  of  1^ 
absence  or  disseirt,  to  the  Mayor  of  the  toffo^ 
Alexandria,  for  the  tinie  being,  and  to  the  stoei 
holders,  at  a  geberal  meettng  which  he  or  i^ 
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ill  bftve  pofiw  te  €iUl  for  tk»t  porpoie  And 
ca9e  the  directors,  bv  whoic  act  soeh  exeen 
all  be  oocfsioDed}  ibali  nol  have  property  Mifli- 
sDt  to  pay  tbe  aroogat  of  sucb  ezceBs^  then  each 
d  every  stqckbolder  eball  be  IrabU  in  tiieir  pri- 
te  capacities  for  tbe  defieieocy,  in  proportioo  to 
eir  respective  shares  io  said  baok^ 
S£c.  13.  And  be  it  JurOier  maeUd,  That  the 
esident  and  directors  shall  aot  issue  any  aote 
r  a  smaller  suiq  than  five  dollars ;  and  tbe  presi- 
Dt  and  directors  shall,  oiKe  in  every  year,  lay 
fore  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  an  account, 
ily  statiag  the  situation  of  the  .bank,  and  its 
Dds,  if  required. 

Sbo.  14.  And  be  UJyrtker  enacted,  That  no 
reetor  shall  be  entitled  to  any  emolumeiit,  on* 
M  the, same  shall  have  been  allowed  by  a  nia- 
riiy  of  the  stockholders  at  a  general  toeetiog. 
be  directors  shall*  make  ^ch  oompeafatioB  to 
e  president,  for  his  extraordiaAry  services  a  ad 
tendance  at  the  baDl^  as  #haU  appear  to  cheiD 
asonable. 

6BC.15.  And  be  it  Juriher  eiu$eted.  That  aope 
It  a  stockhoMer^' being  a  resident  of  the  District 
'Colombia,  ahall  be  eligible  as  a-  president  or 
reetor. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  Jurihep  enacted,  That  every 
tsbier  or  ireasarer,  before  he  eaters  upon  the  du- 
is  of  bis  oflKoCi  shall  ^ive  bond,  with  two  or 
ore  seenrities,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  directors, 
r  bis  good  behaviour  in  officer 
Sec.  17.  And  be  itjurtherenadedj  That  in 
lie  it  shall  at  any  time  happen,  that  an  election 
'directors  ^11  not  be  made  on  any  da^r  when. 
irsoant  to  tbi*  act,  it  ought  to  be  made,  it  shall 
id  may  he  lawful  on  any  other  day  to  hold  and 
ake  an  election  of  directora,  in  suiph  manner  as 
all  have  been  regulated  by  the  lamfs  and  ordi- 
iDces  of  the  said  president  and  directors,  . 
Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  pro- 
as of  laW)  servjed  on  the  president  for  the  time 
lioff,  shall  be.deened  sulficieatservice, and  shall 
'ail  in  like  manner,  as  if  it  had  .b^n  served  on 
I  tbe  directors,  to  the  intent  and  purpose  of 
aking  tbe  said  corporate  company  re9ponBibl& 
Sec.  19.  AndbeitJwiherenacUd,.  That  when- 
'er  any  note  trball  be  given,  containing  express 
ttsent  in  writing,  that  it  .may  be  negotiable  at 
e  said  bank,  ana  the  same  shall  be  endorsed,  if 
lyment  be  refused  or  neglected  to  be  made,  at 
e  time  it  shall  have  become  due,  the  like  pro- 
edings  are  to 'be  had  out  of  court  and  suit  may 
prosecuted  against  the  drawer  and  endorser, 
tatly  or  separately,  in  like  manner  as  if  the 
me  was  a  bill  of  exchange. 
Sec.  20.  And  be  it  Jur&er  enacted  That  the 
id  bank  shall  continue  to  transact  its  business 
'  discount  and  deposite  io  thei  county  of  Alexan- 
ia,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Approved,  February  15, 1810. 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Washington. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  from  and  after  the 
urth  day  of  March,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of 
ir  Lord  one  Ihousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven, 


all  tfaoseneieotts,  tbeic  legal  repreeentattres  or 
assigns,  wno  on  the  first  Monday  of  September, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  nine^  lit.  the  City  of  Washington,  sob- 
scribed  certain  articles  of  association,  and  formed 
a  company  or  limited  partnership^ nder  the naino 
and  style  of  "The  President  and  Directors  of  the 
Bank  of  Washington,'^  and  who,  on  the  said  fourth 
day  of  March,  io  the  year  eighteen  huadred  and 
elieveO,  shall  hold  aay  shar^  of  the  joint  stock  or 
funds, ^created  in  purauance  of  the  said  articles  of 
association,  and, their  successors,  being  stockhoid« 
ers  ai^  aforesaid,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  in-* 
corporated,and  made  a  body  corporate  and  politic, 
by  the  name  and  stylie  of  ^^  The  President  ana 
Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Washington)"  and  by 
that  name  may  sue  and  be  sued,  implead  and  be 
impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered,  defend  and 
be  defended,  in  .courts  of  reeord  and  any  other 
plaee  whatsoever;  and  by  that  name  may  have 
and  hold,  parcbase,  reoeive,  possess,  enjoy,  and  re» 
tain  lands,  rents,  tenements,  nereditaments,  goods, 
chattels,  and  efi*eots,  of  what  nature,  kind,  or  qual- 
ity soever;  and  the  same  sell,  grant,  demise,  alien, 
and  dispose  of;  and  by  that  name  shall  have  sue* 
cesaiooi  during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  and 
may  make,  have^.and  use  a  common  seal,  and  the 
same  mav  break,  alter,  and  renew  at  pleasure  ; 
and  shall  nare  power  to  ordain,  ostablish,  and  put 
in  execution  such  by-laws,  ordinances,  and  regu* 
lations  as  shall  seem  necessary  and  convenient 
for  the  government  of  the  said  corporation,  not 
being  contrary  to  law,,  nor  to  the  constitution 
thereof;  and,  generally,  to  do  and  execute  all  acts 
necesaarjr  or  proper  for  the  objects  of  the  said  in- 
corporatioih  subject  to  the  rules,  vegulations,  re- 
strictions, limitations,  and  provisions  herein  de- 
scribed and  declared. 

Beg.  2.  And  be  it  finiher  enacted^  That  the 
capital  stock  of  the  said  bank  shall  consist  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  money  of  the  United 
Suies,  to  be  divided  into  snares  of  twenty  dollar* 
each;  of  which,  ten  dollars  oa  each  share  wiU, 
according  to  the  articles  of  association  aforesaid, 
have  beea  paid  before  the  said  fourth  day  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven ;  and  it  shall 
be  optional  wirh  any  stockholder  thereafter  to  fill 
up  his  or  her  share  or  shares,  by  the  payment,  at 
any  one  time,  of  the  residue  of  the  money  due 
thereon,  wbo  shall  thereupon  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive, dirtdends  in  future,  in  proportion  to  the 
whole  amount  paid  upon  such  share  orsharea: 
Promdedy  That  the  dividend  or  dividends,  on 
such  sums  of  moiiey  ao  paid,  shall  not  commence 
until,  the  first  day  of  the  month  next  ensuing  such 
payment.  _ 

Sno.  3.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  the 
said  bank  shall  transact  its  business  in  the  City 
of  Wasfatngtoo.  .    «.        . 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaotad  That  the 
affairs  of  the  bank  shall  be  conducted  by  twelve 
directors  and  a  president,  whose  place,  if  chosen 
from  among  their  number,  shall  be  supplied  b^ 
that  body.  Six  of  the  directors,  with  the  presi- 
dent, shall  form  a  boaid  or  quorum  for  transact- 
ing all  the  business  of  the  company.    In  caae  of 
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tofore  created  by  tl^e  articles  of  ftssqciatioa  hcreia 
before  nieotiooeid,  and  which  carried  od  the  bank- 
ing busioess  under  the  name  and  style  of  *'  The 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Washing- 
top  ;"  and  the  creditors  of  the  said  copartnership 
9hali  hare  the  like  remedy  by  action,  against  the 
said  body  corporate,  as  rhey  bad  or  have,  or  may 
or  can  have,  against  the  said  co-partnership. 

Sec  20.  And  be  it  further,  enacted,  That  in 
ease  it  should  at  any  time  happen,  that  an  elec- 
tion of  directors  should  not  be  made  on  any  day 
when,  pursuant  to  this  act,  it  ought  to  hare  been 
made^  the  said  corporation  shall  not  for  thatc^ose 
be  deemed  to  be  dissolved ;  but  it  shall  be  lawful 
on  any  oihier  day  to  hold  and  make  ^n  election  of 
directors,  at  ^  meeting  to  be  called,  ip  such  man- 
ner as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  laws  &nd  ordi- 
nances of  the  said  corporation. 

Sec.  21.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall,  to  all  intents  and  pur  poses,,  be  deemed 
mnd  held  a  public  act,,  and  be  and  continue  in 
force  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  from  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  March,  which  will  be  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eleven,  ^nd  Qo  louger. 

Approved,  February  15, 181 L 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  subflcribe,rs  lo  the  Farmers' 

Bank  of  Aiexandria. 

Beitenactedi^c,  That  the  present  subscribers 
to  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  as  well  as 
those  who  shall  hereafter  become  subscribers  to 
the  same,  their  successors  and  assigns,  shall  be. 
and  th6)r  are  hereby  created  a  corporation  anu 
body  politic  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Far- 
mers'Bank  0[  Alexandria ;  and  by  that  name  and 
$tyle  shall  be  and  are  hereby  made  able  and  ca- 
pable in  law  to  have,  purchase,  receive,  possesS| 
enjoy,  and  retain,  to  them  and  their  siiccessocs, 
lands,  reots,  hereditaments,  goods,  chattels,  and 
effects,  of  what  kind,  nature,  or  quality  soever: 
and  the  same  to  sell,  grant,  demise,  alien,  or  dis- 
pose of;  to  sue  and  ^  sued,  plead  and  be  im- 
pleaded, answer,  and  be  answered,  4efead  and  be 
defeoded,  in  courts  of  record  or  any  other  place 
whatsoever,  subject  nevertheless  to  the  rules,  regu- 
lations, restrictions,  limitations,  aftd  provisions 
hereinafter  prescribed  and  declared. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
capital  stock  of  said  corporation  may  consist  of 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  divided  into  shares 
of  fifty  dolUi's  each)  and  subscriptions,  towards 
filling  up  ib«  remaining  part  of  said  stock  not 
already  subscribed,  may  be  opened  by  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  of  the  bank,  atsucn  tines  and 
places,  and  upder  such  regulations,  as  they  shall 
direct;  and.it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  person,  a 
citizen  of  the  United  Sutes,  to  subscribe;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  an4  directors 
to  give  notice  in  two  newspapers^  or  n|ore,  pub- 
lished in  the  District  of  Columbia,  of  the  times 
and  places  of  opening  such  subscriptions,  at  least 
thirty  days  previous  theteto ;  and  each  of  said 
subscriptions  shall  be  kept  open  ooe  day.  at  least, 
and  such  further  time  as  said  directors  may  ordec*  1 


Sbc.  3.  And  be  U  fiiriker  enacted,  Tfaaik 
lands,  tenements,  and  hereditameois,  wliKik 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  wid  corperatioQ  to  be^ 
shall  be  only  such  as  shall  be  reqnisite  for  iis  i& 
mediate  accommodation,  ia  relation  to  tkeesi- 
ventent  transairtioQ  of  its -business,  sod  aid  & 
shall  have  been  conveyed  to  it,  in  satisfuiioatt 
debts  previously  contracted  in  the  coaisc  (A  h 
dealings,  or  purchased  at  sales  oa  jiidf aeeu 
which  shall  have  been  obtained  for  sueh  deb; 
nor  shall  this  corporation  directly  or  iodi naif 
deal  in  or  trade  in  anything,  except  bills  of  ex- 
change, gold  or  silver  bullion;  or  iathealet 
gqods,  teillf  and  truly  pledged  for  mooef  ksi| 
and  not  redeemed  in  due  time;  or  of  goods  soU: 
by  virtue  of  an  execution,  on  a  jad|me&t  s^ 
tained  by  them. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  UfurAer  enaetedy  That,  for  i!kj 
well  ordering  the  affairs  of  the  said  eorponiis 
there  shall  be  thirteen  directora,  of  vhoa  tun 
shall  be  nn  eleeuon  on  the  first  Monday  is  Ju* 
unry,  in  each  year,  by  the  stoekhoiders  or  prspn- 
etors  of  the  capital  stock  of  tha  said  corpontisi 
and  by  .plurality  of  the  votes  actually  pTeD;t&i 
those  who  shall  be  duly  chosen  at  aof  dtm 
shall  be  capable  of  aerving  as  directors,  bfnr- 
tue  of  such  oboice,  until  the  edd  or  expificaof 
the  Monday  of  January  next  ensuing  the  tiaeof 
such  election,  and  until  others  shall  be  dtoKs. 
But  the  first  flection  of  directors  nodectliisKC 
shall  not  take  place  until  the  firs(  Moodtf  miiA' 
uary,  ia  the  year  one  thousand  eight  bwdnd 
and  twelve;  and  the  said  directors,  at  then bt 
meeting  after  each  election,  shall  choose  oMoi 
their  number  ai  president.  No  peraoo,  a  dirtctn 
of  another  bank,  shall  be  a  director  of  this  bask: 
Provided,  That  in  case  it  should  at  anj  uok 
happen,  toat  nn  election  of  directors  shoQidfio^ 
be  made  apon  any  day,. when  pnrsoaot  to ths 
act  it  ought  to  have  been  made,  (he  corpootioo 
shall  notTor  that  cause  b^  deemed  to  be  dissolrd; 
but  it  shall  be  lawful  oh  any  other  dty,wiibir 
fifteen  days  thereafter,  to  hold  and  make  «a  ela- 
tion of  directors,  in  such  manner  as  shiit  wt 
been  regulated  by  the  laws  and  ordioaaceci 
said  corporation. 

Seo.  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  bo  di- 
rector shall  be  entitled  to  any  emolameoi,  nt^ 
the  same  shall  have  been  allowed  by  the  stock- 
holders at  a  general  meeting.  The  directors  stiai> 
make  such  ^compensation  to  the  nresident,  forb 
extraordinary  attendance  at  the  bank,  as  to  thA 
shall  appear  reasonable. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  di- 
rectors for  the  iime  being  shall  havepover<^ 
appoint  such  ofl&cers  and  servnau  under  then  u 
may  be  necessary  for  executing  the  .basinet" 
the  said  corporation,  and  to  allow  them  suekeoo* 
pensation  for  their  servicer  respectively}  ^^ 
seem  reasonable ;  and  shall  be  capable  of  ^^ 
cising  such  other  powers  and  authorities  for  u|e 
well  governing  and  ordering  of  the  affini*  ^^^ 
said  corporation  as  shall  be  described,  fiied)  ^ 
determined  by  the  laws,  regulations,  tod  ordiaU' 
ces  of  the  same. 

Sbc.  7.  ^ndbe  it  further  emuctei,  TbattkeF^* 
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resident  and  dkcetOM  shall  hare  power  to  call 
general  meeting  of  tbe  stockholdfrs,  for  por> 
OSes  coneerningthe  interests  of  the  bank,  giving 
t  least  six  weeks  notice  in  one  or  more  of  the 
ewspapers  of  the  City  of  Washington,  speeiff  ing 
a  such  notice  the  object  -  or  objects  of  sack 
leetiog. 

Sbo.  11.  And  be  it  Jurthir  enacted,  That  the 
bares  of  capital  stock,  at  any  time  owned  by  any 
ndividual  stockholders,  shall  be^transferable  only 
n  the  books  of  the  bank,  according  to  such  rales 
s  may,  conibrmabty  to  law,  be  established  in 
bat  bebaif  by  the  president  and  directors;  but 
11  debts  aetaaUv  doe  and  payable  to  the  bank 
days  of  grace  for  .payment  being  past)  by  a 
tockholder,  requesting  a  transfer,  mnst'bie  satis- 
ted  before  such  transfer  shall  be  made,  unless  the 
iresident  and  directors  shall  direct  to  thecon- 
tary.  ^ 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  fttttker  enacted,  That  the 
iividends  of  the  profits  of  the  company,  or  so 
aoch  of  said  profits  as  shall  be  deemed  expedient 
lod  proper,  shall  be  declaTed  half  yearly,  in  the 
irst  week  in  May  and  November^  m  each  year; 
be  amount  6f  said  dividend  shall,  from  time  to 
ine,  be  determined  by  the  president  aod  direct- 
ors, and  sbalMn  no  ease:  exceed  the  amount  of 
he  net  profits  aotnally  acquired  by  the  company, 

0  that  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  company 
hall  never  be  impaired  by  dividends.    . 

Sso  13.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  T4iat  the 
aid  bank  shall  not  at  any  time  discount  or  loan 

1  greater  sam  than  dout^le  the  amouat  of  the 
tapital  stock  thereof,  which 'shall  be  actually 
nid  ia. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  ii Jurther  enacUd,  That  if  the 
aid  directors  shall  at  any  time  wilfully  and 
nowiogly  make  or  declare  any  dividend,  which 
hail  impair  the  said  capital  stock,  all  the  direct- 
ors present  at  tbe  making  or  declaring  of  8aid> 
lividend,  and  consenting  thereto,  shalt  be  liable 
a  iheir  individual  oapaoitiea  to  the  cbmpaay  for 
he  amount  or -proportion  of  aaid  capital  stock  so 
livided  hf  the  said  directors;  and  each  director, 
vho  shall*  be  present  at  the  making  or  declaring 
Bch  dividend,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  coasented 
hereto,  unless  he  shall  immediately  enter,  in 
vriting,  his*  dissent  on  the  minutes  of  the  pro* 
tedings  of  the  board,  and  gire  notice  thereof  to 
he  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  of  the  United 
Itates. 

Sfic.  15.  And  beitJuHher  enacted,  That  the 
ank  shall  in  no  case  be  owners  of  any  ships  or 
essels,  or  directly  or  indirectly  be  concerned  in 
mde,  or  the  importation  or  exportation,  purchase, 
ir  sale,  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
shateyer,  except  bills  of  exchange,  bullion,  stoek 
»f  the  United  States,  or  of  Inoorporated  instStu- 
ions,  aad  soch  ships,  Tessels,  goods,  Wares,  or 
nerchandise,  as  shall  be  truly  hedged  to  them 
>y  way  of  security  for  debts  due,  owing  or  grow- 
ng  due  to  the  said  bank,  op  purchased  by  it  to 
iecnre  such  debts. 

Sbo.  16.  And  be  ii  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
Mink  shall  not  purchase  or  hold  any  lands,  tene- 
nenta,  or  other  real  estates,  other  than  what  may 


be  necessary  fbr  the  conrenient  transaction  of 
its  business,  unless  such  lands,  tenements,  and  real 
estates  shall  have  been  banajkte  mortgaged  to 
the  bank  by  way  of  security,  or  conveyed  to  it  in 
satisfaction  of  debts  previously  contracted  in  the 
cborse  of  dealings,  or  purchased  to  secure  debts 
contracted  with  or  due  to  the  bank ;  and  in  every 
instance  In  which  the  bank  may  become  tbe 
owners  or  claimants  of  lands,  tenements,  or  real 
estates,  the  president  and  directors  are  empow- 
ered to  sell  or  dispose  of  the  same,  f  n  such  man- 
ner as  they  may  deem  beneficial  for  the  said  bank. 

Sao.  17.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  if  any 
racancy  shall  at  any  time  happen  among  the  di- 
rectors by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  tbe 
rest  of  tbe  directors,  (or  the  time  being,  shall  elect 
a  director  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Sec  18..  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  any 
number  of  stockhblders,  who  shall  be  proprietors 
of  not  less  than  two  thousand  shares,  may,-  for 
any  purpose  relative 'te  the  institution,  at  any 
time  kpply  to  the  president  and  directors  to  call 
a  general  meeting  df  the  stockholders,  and  jf 
by  them  refused,  the  said  number  of  stockholders* 
proprietors  of  not  less  than  the^number  of  shares 
aforesaid,  shall  have  power  to  call  a  general 
meeting  of  the  stockholders,  giving  at  leasit  sixty 
days  notice  in  one  or  moreof  the  public  newspapera 
of  the  City  of  Washington,  specifying  in  such 
notice  the  object  or  objects  of  such  call.  ' ' 

Sbo.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
total  amount  of  the  debts-,  which  the  said  corpo- 
retion  shall  at  any  time  owe,  whether  by  bond, 
bill,  note,  or  other  contract,  shall  not  exceed  twice 
the  amount  of  their  capital  stock  actually  paid 
over  and  above  the  moneys  then  actually  deposi- 
ted in  the  bank  for  safe  keeping.  Iif  case  ot  ex*' 
cess,  the  directors,  under  whose  administration  it 
shaU  happen,  shall  be  liable  for  the  same,  in  their 
natural  and  private  capacities ;  and  an  action  of 
debt  may  in  such  case  be  brought  asainst  them, 
or  any  of  themi,  their  or  any  of  their  neirs,  execu- 
tors, or  administrators,  in  aaycoort  propet*  to  try 
the  same,  by  any  creditor  or  creditors  of  said  cor- 
poration, and  may  be  prosecuted  to  judgment  and 
execution;  any  condition,  covenant,  or  agree- 
ment to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  But  this 
shall  not  be  construed  to  exempt  said  corporation, 
or  the  lands,  tenements,  goods,  or  chattels  of  the' 
same  from  being  also  liable,  for  and  chargeable 
with  said  excess.  Soch  of  said  directors  who 
may  have  been^  absent  when  said  excess  was  con- 
tracted or  created,  or  who  may  have  dissented 
from  the  reaolution  or  act  whereby  the  same  was 
so  contracted  or  created^  may  respectively  exone- 
rate themselves  from  being  so  liable  by  forthwith 
giving  notice  of  the  fact,  and  of  their  absence  or 
dissent,  to  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  6f  the- 
United  States,  and  to  the  stockholders,  at  a  general 
meeting  which  tbev  shall  have  a  power  to  ^ail  for 
that  purpose;  and  tne  body  corporate,  hereby  crea- 
ted, and  the  capital  stock  thereof,  shall  be  liable 
for  all  the  debts  and  engagements  contracted,  or 
which,  before  or  on  the  said  fourth  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,  shall  be 
contcaeted  by  the  company  or  co-partnership  here* 
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9t  the  board  jof  directors,  to  rote.oa  all  questions, 
to  minute  the  proceediQgK  of  the  board,  to  cause 
all  the  orders  and  resolutions  of  ihb  board  to  be 
carried  into  eflect,  to  sign  all  boodift,  bills,  notes  or 
other  engagements,  which  the  board  of  directory 
m^Yf  from  time  to  time,  direct  to  be  issued  for  the 
payment  of  money,  and  generally  to  superintend 
'  the  affairs,  and  to  watcb  ovar  the  interest  of  this 
corporation. 

Sec.  S2.  And  be  Ufuriker  enact^^  That  if  a 
vacancy  shall,  at  any  time,  happen. in  tbf  cfficcof 
president,  director,  cashier,  or  any  other  officer  or 
servant  of  the  bank,  by  death,  resignation,  (flsquaU 
ification  or  otherwise,  the  same  may  be  filled  by 
a  majority  of  the  directors  for  the  time  being.  ' 
•  Sec.  23.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  no 
standing  or  unlimited  accommodatiou  shaU  be 
granted. 

Sec  24.  And  be  it  Jurtksr  enacted,  That  if  any 
stQckbolder  shall  fail  to  pay  up  the  several  instal- 
ments upon  bis  subseriptiour  as  the  same  may  be- 
come due,  bis  dividends  upon  such  instalments  as 
he  may  have  paid  shall  cease  as  to  him,  and  re- 
main to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  other  membera 
of  the  corporation. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  Juriher  enact^,  That  if 
the  president  and  directors  shall,  at  any  time,  wil- 
fully and  knowingly  make  and  declare  any  divi- 
dend which  shall  impair  the  capital  stock,  or  shall 
wilfully  and  knowiagly  violate  or  infringe  any 
.  of  th^  foregoing  articles  of  this  corporation,  all 
the  directors  present  at  the  making  or  declaring 
such  dividends,  or  violating  or  infracting  such  ar^ 
tide  or  articles,  and  conseotinf;  thereto,  shall  be 
liable  in  their  individual  capacities  to  the  corpor- 
ation, for  the  amount  or  proportion  of  said  capi- 
tal stock  80  divided,  and  also  for  any  injury  or 
damage  that  may  accrue  to  creditors,  in  conse- 
quence  of  any  such  violation  or  infractioa  as 
aforesaid ;  and  each  director  who  shall  be  present 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  assented  tberetis  unless 
he  shall  cause  his  dissent  to  be  catered  upon  rec- 
ord :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  exempt  the  cof  poration  from 
any  liability,  to  any  person  ^f  persons,  which 
otherwise  the  said  corporation  might  incur. 

Sec.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
presidcfnt  and^directors  shall  have  power— a  ma* 

jority  of  tbeir  whole  numberconcurringu.to.make, 
revise,  alter,  or  aaauUU  such  rules,  orders,  or  by- 
laws, for  the  gov^nmeqt  of  the  corporation,  and 
that  of  their  officers,  servants  and  affair^  as  they 
may^  from  time  to  time,  think  expedient,  not  in- 
consistent  with  law. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any 
number  of  stockholders  not  less  than  twenty,  who 
together  shall  be  proprietors  of  two  thousand  shares, 
may,  for  any  purpose!  relative  to  this  corporation, 
at  any  time  apply  to  the  president  and  directors 
to  eall  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholder?,  and 
'  if  by  them  refused,  the  said  number  of  stockhold- 
ers; proprietors  of  not  less  than  that  number  of 


Washington,  apeeifytJig  in  such  notice  ikd^ect 
or  objects  of  ^uich  call. 

Sec.  28.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tl^titk 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Uoited  Sia^ 
shall  be  (at  least  once  in  every  year)  forois&aj. 
from  time  to  time,  aabe  may  require  it,  vith  §u^ 
ments  of  the  amoimt  of  the  capital  stock  of  m 
said  corporation,  and  of  the  debts  due  to  the  ast 
of  the  moneys  oeposited  therein,  of  the  aotes  n 
circulation,  and  of  the  cash  in  hand,  tod  'hS 
have  a  right  to  inspect  such  general  secoos^j  a 
the  books  of  the  bank,  as  shall  relate  to  tbtaii 
statements :  Provided,  That  this  shall  not  bee» 
strued  to  imply  a  right  of  inspecting  the  uzm 
of  any  private  individual  or  individuals  vitiitk 
bank. 

Sfic.  29.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  ili] 
corporation  shall  continue  until  the  first  dir  a 
January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  huodrfi 
and  twenty*one;  but  nevertheless  the  proprie!as 
of  two-thirds  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  compuf 
may,  by  their  concurrent  votes  at  g  geoenliaitf- 
iag  to  be  called  for  that  purpose,  dissolve  tbesaat 
at  an  earlier  .period :  Provided,  Tbst  notiee  d 
such,  meeting  and.  its  object  shall  bepahlislie^/B 
two  or  more  newspapers,  nrinted  within  t^c  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  Cur  at  least  three  moQtb  ^• 
cessively,  previous  to  the  time  appointed  fotaeii 
meeting. 

Sec.  30.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thimi^ 
dissolution  of  this  corporation,  whenemibesaisi 
shall  be  determined  on  as  aforesaid^  effectioliBa- 
sures  shall  be  immediately  taken  by  tbepresi<IeBt 
and  directors,  then  in  office,  for  closing^  i^< 
concerns  of  tne  corporation,  and  for  dividlGStli< 
capital  and  profits  which  may  remaio,amciigiiK 
stockboldersy  in  proportion  to  their  respeeure  is* 
teresnt. 

Sec.  31.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbt  i^ 
act.shall  not  take  effect  until  the  foorih  dajta 
March,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  (s^ 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  and  siiail.i3 
aU  inteMs  and  purpo^s,  be  deemed  aod  hcii  t 
public  act. 

Approved,  February  16, 1811. 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  PotsBic. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  from  and  after  (^ 
fourth  day  of  March,  which  will  be  io  the  fe« 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  sod«i^ 
ven,  all  those  who  have^r  hereafter  may  beeoat 
stockholders  in  the. Bank  of  Potomac,  their  88^ 
cessors  and  assigns,  shall  be  and  they  are  hettbr 
created  and  nmde  a  body  politic,  by  the  BaiiKi» 
style  of'  The  President,  Directors  and  Coid(«3Y 
or  the  Bank  of  Potomac,"  and  so  shall  coouao^ 
until  the  fourth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  oa^ 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tventj* 
one,  and  no  longer;  and  by  that  name  shall  ht^ 
succession ;  and  shall  be  and  are  hereby  madeav 
&nd  capable  in  law  to  have,  purchase  and  reeei^'- 
possess,  enjoy  and  reuin,  to  them  sod  their  sse- 
cessors,  lands,  rents,  tenements,  herediuio^^ 

^  ..  r  r-   r — — I  goods,  chattel*  and  effects,  of  what  kiod,  lom 

ot  Aiezandna,  and  one  printed  within  the  city  of  I  or  quality  soevaii  and  the  woe  toiell,ffru<i^ 


shares,  shall  have  pow^r  to  call  a  general  meeting 
of  the  stockholders,  giving  9t  least  thirty  days' 
notice  in  one  newspaper  prmted  within  the  town 
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deDt  and  direetcUrs  shill  determine  the  manner 
\i  doing  business,  and  the  rdtes  and  fot'fcns  to  be 
)ur8uedj  and  dispose  of  the  money  and  credit  of 
he  bank  in  such  manner  as  shall  seem  Xo  them 
»esi  caicuhited  to  promote  the  interest  of  the 
iroprietors. 

Sec.  8,  And  be  (tjuriher  entfcttd.  That  stock* 
lolders  shall  ?ote  at  all  elections  for  directors, 
ly  ballot,  in  person,  except  those  who  shall  re- 
ide  out  of  ine  town  of  Alezandriaj  who  may 
'ote  either  in  person,  or  by  a  written  liairot,  by 
lim  or  her  subscribed  with  his  or  her  name,  and 
uljr  acknowledged  before,  a  judge  of  a  coort^  a 
ustice  of  the  peace,  or  notary  public;  a  certifi- 
ate  whereof  shall  be  made  on  said  ballot,  by  the 
aid  judge,  justice  of  the  peace,  or  notary  public, 
efore  whom  such  acknowledgement  shall  -  be 
Bade,  and  the  said  ballot  shall  oe  sealed  up  and 
irected  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank ;  and  being 
ransmitted  to  said  cashier,  before  the  time  of 
be  election,  shall  be  received  and  counted  in  the 
hoiee  of  directors.  No,  share  or  shares  shall 
oofer  a  right  of  suffrage^  which  shall  not  have 
een  holden  two  calendar  months  previous  to  the 
ay  of  election :  and  the  nuinber  of  votes  to 
rhich  each  stockholder  shall  b6  entitled  shall  be 
Q  proportion  to  the  number  of  shares  he  shall 
old,  as  follows :  For  one  share,  and  not  ezceed- 
9g  two  shares,  one  vote  each;  for  eiwry  two 
bares  above  two,  and  not  exceeding  ten,  one 
ote;  for  every  four  shares  above  ten,,  and  not 
tceeding  thirty,  one  vote ;  lor  every  six  shares 
bo7e  thirty,  and  not  exceedinp^  sixty,  one  vote; 
3r  e^ery  eight  shares  above  sixty,  and  not  ex- 
eediDg  one  hundred,  one  vote;  and  for  every 
so  shares  above  that  number,  one  vote;  but  no 
erson  or  persons,  bodies  corporate  or  otherwise, 
ball  be  entitled  to  more  than  ttiy  votes:  Pr<h 
i(Ud,  That  this  section  maiy  at  any  time  here- 
fter  be  altered  or  amended  by  Congress,  in  such 
laoner  as  they  may  see  fit,  so  as  to  provide  for 
n  annual  rotation  of  directors. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  one 
lonth  previous  to  each  election  of  directors,  the 
ashier  shall  cause  to  be  made  out  a  correct  list 
f  all  the  stockholders,  which  shall  be  subject  to 
le  inspection  of  any  stockholder.* 

Bec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
erson  shall  be  eligible  to  hold  the  office  of  presi- 
(Dt  or  director,  who  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  Uni^ 
d  States,  and  a  bona  fide  stockholder. 

Beg.  11.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  a 
tajority  of  the  whole  number  of  directors  shall 
^  necessfiry  in  the  choice  of  a  president  and 
ishier;  but  three  members,  with  the  president, 
lay  constitate  a  board  for  transacting  the  ordi- 
iry  business  of  the  bank. 
Sec.  12.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
resident  and  directors  shall,  as  soon  as  they  may 
eem  it  expedient,  declare  a  dividend  of  profits ; 
nd  every  half  year  thereafter,  shah  make  and 
eclare  such  dividends  of  profit  as  they  may 
cem  proper;  but  no  dividend  shall  be  declared, 
xcept  by  a  majority  of  all  the  directors. 

Sec.  13.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 

tesideni  and  directors  shall  keep  a  book  in 
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#bich  the  if  proceedings  at  their  meetings,  as  a 
board,  shall  be  regularly  recorded,  and  upon  every 
question  which  may  occur,  the  ayes  and  noes 
thei'enpoo  shall  be  noted,  which  record-book  shall 
at  all  times  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  8tock-^. 
holder,  not  being  a  director,  officer  or  servant  of 
any  other  bank,  who  shall,  six  months  previous 
to  his  application,  be  the  proprietor  of  stock  to 
the  amount  of  three  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  14.  Aiid  he  U  farther  enacted^  That  any 
number  of  stockholdeirs,  not  less  than  twenty, 
owning  together  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  stocky 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  stock*^ 
holders  at  any  lime,  and  may  appoint  three  of 
their  number  as  a  committee  to  examine  into  the  ■ 
state  and  condition  of  the  bank,  and  the  manned 
in  which  its  affairs  have  been  conducted:  Pro* 
vided^  That  no  member  of  such  committee  shall 
be  a  director,  president,  or  other  officer  or  ser- 
,  vant  cf  any  other  bank. 

Sac.  15.  Anil  he  it  fkrther  enacted,  That  the 
president  and  cashier  shall  respectively  give  hdad 
and  security,  and  also  take  an  oath,  for  the  faith* 
ful  discharge  of  their  duties;  the  president  in  the 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  cashier 
in  the  sum  of  thirty  thoq^nd  dollars ;  the  other 
officers  and  servants  shall  also  take  an  oath,  and 
enter  into  bond  and  se6oHty,  in  such  snms  as^tbe 
president  and  directors  may  prescribe. 

8cc.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  bank  shall  not  at  any  time  discount  ot  loan 
a  greater  sum  than  doable  the  amouot  of  the  cap- 
ital stock  thereof,  which  shall  be  actuaHy  paid  in. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  all 
bills,  bomis,  notes,  and  every  contract  or  engage- 
ment, on  l^half  ofthe  corporation, ibr.t he  pay-* 
ment  of  money,  shall  be  signed  by  tne  president 
and  countersigned  by  the  cashier ;  and  tne  funds 
of  the  cbrporation  shall  in  nO  case  be  liable  for 
any  contract  or  engagement,  unless  the  same  shall 
be  signed  and  eountersifned  as  aforesaid;  and 
the  president -and  directors  shall  not  issue  any' 
note  for  a  smaller  sum  than  five  dollafs. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  president  and  directors, 
to  demand  or  receive  a  greater  discount  or  inter-^ 
est  than  at  the  rate  of  one  per  cent,  for  sixty  days, 
dpon  anY  loans  or  advances  of  money  which  they 
may  make. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
shares  of  the  capital  stock  shall  be  transfer rable 
at  any  time,  according  to  such  rules  as  may  be 
established  by  the  president  and  directors;  but 
no  stock  shall  be  transferred,  the  holder  thereof 
being  indebted  to  the  bank,  until  such  debt  be 
satisfied,  except  the  president  and  directors  shall 
otherwise  order  it. 

See.  30.  Aftd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
stockholder,  whether  hejbe  so  by  original  sub- 
scription or  by  transfer,  shall  be  considered  as  a 
member  of  this  corporation,  and,  when  he  ceases 
to  be  a  stockholder,  he  shall  cease  to  be  a  member. 

Sbc.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president,  or,  in  his  ab- 
sence, such  one  of  the  directors  as  they  shall  ap-* 
point,  to  supply  bis  place  for  the  time,  to  preudtf 
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and  are  hereby  authorized  to  receive  for  dtscouots, 
made  at  the  said  bank,  at. the  rate,  and  not  ex- 
ceediog  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  make  at  the 
expiration  of  each  half  year,  a  dividend  of  the 
profit,  or  such  part  thereof,  as  they  may  think 
'prudent.     . 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  in  ap- 
pointing a  cashier  of  the  said  bank,  and  all  other 
officers,  a  majority  of  the  whole  directors  jshall  be 
necessary  to  a  choice. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  any 
director,  officer,  or  other  person,  holding  any 
share  or  capital  of  the  said  bank  stock,  who  shall 
commit  any  fraud  or  embezzlement,  touching  the 
inoney  or  property  of  said  bank,  shall  be  liable  to 
be  prosecuted,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States. 
by  mdictment  for  the  same ;  and  upon  conviction 
thereof,  shall,  besides  the  remedy  that  may  be  had 
by  action,  in  the  name  of  the  President  and  Di- 
rectors of  the  Bank  of  Potomac,  for  the  fraud 
aforesaid^  forfeit  to  the  company  all  his  share 
and  stock  in  the  said  bank. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  said 
bank  shall  not  at  any  time  discount  or  loan  a 
greater  sum  than  double  the  amount  of  the  capital 
stock,  which  shall  be  actually  paid  in. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further^  enacted^  That  no 
stockholder,  or  member  of  said  company, -shall 
be  answerable  for  any  losses,  deficiencies  or  fail- 
ure of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  bank,  for  any 
more  or  larger  sum  or  sums  of  money  whatso- 
ever, thai^  the  amount  of  the  stock,  stocks,  or 
shares,  which  rhall  appear  by  the  books  of  said 
company  to  belong  to  nim  at  the  time  or  times 
when  such  loss  or  losses  shall  be  sustained,  except 
as  is  hereafter  excepted,  that  is  to  say :    If  the 
total  amount  of  the  debts  which  said  company 
shall  at  any  time  owe,  whether  by  bond,  note, 
bill,  or  other  contract,  exceed  twice  the  amount 
«f  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  hank,  over  and 
above  the  moneys  actually  deposited  in  the  bank 
for  safe-keeping,  then,  in  case  of  such  excess,  the 
directors,  under  whose  administratioil  it  shall 
happen,  shall  be  liable  for  such  excess  in  their 
natural  and  private  capacities ;  and  an  action  or 
actions  of  dent  may  be  brought  against  them,  or 
any  of  their  heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  .in 
any  court  of  record  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, by  any  creditor  or  creditors,  of  said  company, 
and  may  be  prosecuted  to  judgment  and  execu- 
tion, any  condition  or  covenant,  or  agreement, 
to  the. contrary  notwithstanding;  biit  this  shall 
not  be  construed  to  exempt  the  said  body  politic, 
or  lands,  tenements,  goods  or  chattels  of  the  same, 
from  being  also  liable  for,  and  chargeable  with 
said  excess :  Provided^  That  such  of  the  said  di- 
rectors, who  may  have  been  absent  when  said  ex- 
cess was  socontracted  or  created,  Or  who  may  have 
dissented  from  the  resolution  or  act,  whereby  the 
same  was  so  contracted  or  created,  may  respect- 
ively exonerate  themselves  from  being  so  liable,  by 
forthwith  giving  notice  of  the  fact,  and  of  their 
..absence  or  dissent,  to  the  mayor  of  the  town  of 
Alexandria,  for  the  time  being,  aod  to  the  stock- 
holders, at  a  general  meeting,  which  he  or  they 
ahall  have  power  to  call  for  that  purpose.    And 


in  case  the  direeton,  by  whose  act  tockoeea 
shall  be  occasioned,  shall  not  hsfe  proper^ ia 
pay  the  amount  of  such  excess,  then  eicli  vd 
every  stockholder,  shall  be  liable  ia  tbeir  prim 
capacities  for  the  deficiencies,  ia  proponioftb 
their  respective  shares  in  the  said  bsok. 

Sec  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tJi! 
said  president  and  directors  shall  not  iaw  u] 
note  for  a  smaller  sum. than  ^we  dollars;  a&^ik 
said  president  and  directors  shall,  oaec  iaeRrj 
year,  cause  to  be  laid  before, the  Secrearyofui 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  an  sccoflDi  trif 
stating  the  situation  of  the  bank  and  its  knk 

Seo.  12.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  Tkitc^i 
director  shall  be  entitled  to  anyemolafflaLs^ 
less  the  same  shall  have  been  allowed  bf  aoujx^ 
ity  of  the  stttckholders,  at  a  general  meetiB{,k; 
the  directors  shall  make  such  compeBsauoD  toik 
president,  for  his  extraordinary  serrices  ud  a:- 
tendance  at  the  bank,  as  shall  appetr  lo  ibei 
reasonable.  . 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacttd^lhuisii 

but  a  stockholder,  bf<iog  a  citizen  of  tbe  UDi:^i 
States,  and  a  resident  of  the  coaoty  of  Aiexu 
dria,  or  county  of  Fairfax  aforesaid,  iballiKe;^ 
gible  as  a  president  or  director. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tki  i 
number  of  stockholders,  not  less  ihaa  tfffty 
who  together  shall  be  proprietors  of  ooediMa:^ 
shares  or  upwards,  shall  have  power  to  ctU 
general  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  ktvtJp^ 
relative  to  the  institution,  giving  at  m  ^^ 
weeks  notice  in  one  or  more  nevspapeii|inB^*^ 
in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  aod  specifyiH^i^ 
such  notice  the  objector  obieetsof  sachaeeuH 

Sec.  15.  And  be  U  fiiriher  emacied,  im^ 
act  shall,  to  all  intents  and  purposea,  be  d<<°^ 
and  held  a  public  act. 

Approved,  February  16, 1811. 


An  Act  to  inddrporata  the  Union  Bank  of  Gtoisf^"^ 
Be  it  enacted,  f c,  That,  from  sod  afw^ 
fourth  day  of  March,  one  thousaad  eight  mm 
and  eleven,  aU  those  person^  their  l^'.^^j 
sen ta lives  or  assigns,  who  on  the  first  ^^^n 
November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  iboosw 
eight-hundred  and  Din%,  in  Gkorgetowo,  Iji^ 
or  Columbia,  subscribed  certain  articles  of  t^ 
ciation,and  formed  a  company  or  limited  paru^ 
ship,  under  the  name  and  style  of  the  *'Pre^<', 
and  £>irectois  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Georgetor^^ 
and  who  on  tbe  said  fourth  day  of  ^^^7,', , 
year  eighteen  bundred  and  eleven,  shall  b<>i^^| 
share  of  the  joint  stock  or  funds  creaied  up. 
suaace  of  the  said  articles  of  as«<^>*"?°V^ 
their  successors,  being  stockholders  w  ai^Jt  . 
shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  i^^'P^J  '  pi 
made  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  bf  toe » 
and  style  of  the  ''  President  and  Director*  oi  ^ 
Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,"  aad  ^l!^yl^ 
may  sue  and  be  sued,  implead  aad  be  ^Y(^ij 
answer  and  be  answered,  defend  *odbe<l«ij^ 
in  courts  of  record  and  any  other  place  vd 
ever  i  and  by  that  name  may  hare  aod  1 
purchase,  receivci  posses^  enjoy  aod  reiaiA  \»^ 
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Dise,  tlien  er  dkpQse  df ;  And  by  th6  nftdie  afore- 
aid  may  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded, 
inswer  and  be  answered,  defend  and  be  defended, 
Q  any  court  oftaw  or  eqnity, ,  And  by  the  name 
foresaid  may  do  and  execute  evfry  other  matter 
od  thiD|;,  that  they  are  authorized  to  do  by  vir- 
ue  of  this  act :  Protided  alwayty  That  the  lands, 
enements,  and  hereditaments,  which  it  shall  be 
iwful  for  the  said  president  and  directors  to 
old,  shall  be  ooly  such  as. shall  be  requisite  for 
beir  immediate  aceommodationjh  relation  to  the 
onrenient  transacting  their  business,  and  such  as 
ball  have  be^n  bonajkle  mottg;ag;ed  to  them  by 
ray  of  security,  or  conveyed  to  them  In  satisfac- 
ion  of  debts  previously  contracted  in  the  course 
f  their  dealing:  Provided  alao^  That  the  said 
resident  and  directprs  shall  not  purchase  ahy 
oods,  chattels  or  efifects,  unless  such  as  are  sold 
y  virtue  of  an  execution' upon  a  judgment  ob* 
lined  by  tfaeiii,  eaeept  such  articles  as  may  be 
ecessary  for  them  in  transacting  the  business  of 
)e  bank;  but  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them  to  ^e- 
eive  and  hold  such  securities,  goods,  chattels  and 
Beets,  by  way  of  deposite  for  advances  made  by 
lem  to  any  person  or  persons,  and  on  failure  of 
ayment,  the  same  to  sell  and  dbpose  of  at  pub- 
csale. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  the 
apital  of  the  said  bank  shall  consist,  as  it  now 
pes,  of  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thdusand  dollars, 
ivided  into  shares  of  one  hundred  dollars  each. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
iockholder,  being  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stales, 
)all  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  elections  to  be  hold- 
d  by  the  stockholders  in  pursuance  of  thh  act, 
Dd  shall  have  as  niauy  rotes  in  proportion  to  the 
oek  he  may  hold,  as  follows :  For  one  share  and 
Dt  exceeding  two  shares,  one  vote  each  ;  for  eve- 
r  two  shares  above  two  and  not  exceeding  ten, 
le  vote ;  for  every  four  sharesabove  ten  and  not 
tceeding  thirty^  oae  vote ;  for  every  six  shares 
)ove  thirty  and  npt  exceeding  sixty,  one  vote; 
»r  every  eight  shares  above  sixty,  avd  Hot  ex" 
Kding  one  hundred,  one  vote ;  and  for  every 
a  shares  above  that  number,  one  vote.  But  no 
tnon  or  persons,  bodies  corporate  or  Qiberwise, 
nil  be  entitled  to  liiore  than  fifty  votes.  No 
tare  or  shares  shall  confer  a  right  of  sufiHge, 
hicb  shall  not  have  been  holden  two  calendaf 
ODths  previous  to  the  day  of  eleetion.  And  in 
e  choice  of  directors,  every  stockholder  shall 
Ke  in  person,  fexcepi  those  who  shall  reside  out 
'the  town  of  Alexandria,)  who  may  vote  either 
^person  or  by  a  written  ballot  by  him  or  her 
bscribed,  with  his  or  her  name,  and  duly  ao- 
lowledged  before  a  judge  of  a  court,  a  justice  of 
e  peace,  or  a  notary  ptihlic ;  a  certificate  where- 
'shall  be  made  on  said  ballot  by  the  said  judge, 
(Slice  of  the  peace  or  notary  public,  before  whom 
tch  acknowledgment  shall  be  made;  and  said 
lilot  shall  be  by  him  sealed  up,  and  addressed 
>  the  cashier  of  the  iMnk,  and  being  transmitted 
I  said  cashier  before  the  time  of  the  election  of 
irectors,  said  ballot  shall  be  received  and  counted 
t  the  choice  of  directors.  And  ever^r  stockhold- 1 
r  may  sell  and  tiaiuto  hla  stock  ta  the  aaid  I 


bank,  or  any  part  thereof,  at  bis  pleasure,  not  be- 
ing less  than  one  complete  share  or  shares,  the 
transfer  being; made  in  the  bank  books,  in  the  pres- 
ence and  with  the  approbation  of  the  proprietor  or 
his  lawful  attorney. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enadedy  That  an  elec<k 
tion  shall  be  held  jn  the  town  of  Alexandria  on 
the  flrstf  Monday  of  November  in  each  year,  of 
whic^h  notice  shall  be  giten  in  one  or  more  news- 
papers, printed  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  four 
Weeks  at  least,  before  said  day  of  election.  And 
the  stockholders  shall  choose,  bj  ballot,  from 
among  the  stockholders,  by  a  majority  of  votes, 
twelvd  directors,  for  the  term  of  one  year  there- 
after ;  and  on  resignation,  disqualification  or  re« 
moval  of  any  director,  out  of  the  county  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the  District  of  Colutnbia,  or  out  of  the 
county  of  Fairfax,  in  the  State  of  Virfirinia,  the 
other  directors,  at  their  next  meeting  tuereafter^ 
shall  elect  by  ballot  another  person,  qualified  as 
aforesaid,  in  his  place,  for  the  residue  of  the  year. 
The  directors  shall,  at.the  first  meeting  after  every 
whole  general  election,  elect  by  a  majority  of  their 
number,  by.  ballot  from  among  their  own  number, 
a  president,  who  shall  be  thereupon  entitled  to  all 
the  powers  and  privileges  of  one;  and  if  he  was 
before  a  director,  another  director  shall  be  elected 
aff  aforesaid,  so  as  to  keep  the  number  of  directors, 
prescribed  by  this  act,  exclusive  of  the  president, 
entire;  an(f  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation  or 
removal  of  the  preiident,  oUt  of  the  county  of 
Alexandria,  or  countv  of  Fairfax  aforesaid,  or  his 
reftisal  to  accept  his  office,  the  directors  shall 
meet  as  soon  as  conveniently  can  be  thereafter, 
and  dect  another  person  for  president,  in  the  man- 
ner before  directed;  but  the  president  and  di- 
rectors at  present  elected  by  the  stockholders,  shall 
continue  to  act,  until  their  successors  are  chosen : 
Provided.  That  in  ^case  it  should  at  any  time, 
happen,  tdat  an  election  of  directors  should  not 
be  made  upon  any  day,  when,  pursuant  to  this  act, 
it  ouffht  to' have  been  made,  the  corporation  shall 
not  for  that  cause  be  deemed  to  be  dissolved,  but 
it  shall  be  lawful  on  any  other  day,  within  fifteen 
days  thereafter,  to  hold  and  make  an  election  of 
directors,  in  such  manner,  as  shall  have  been 
regulated  by  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  said  cor- 
poration. And  provided  nevertheUea^  That  this 
section  may  at  any  time  hereafter  be  altered  or 
amended  by  Congress,  in  such  manner  as  they 
may  see  fit,  so  as  to  provide  for  an  annual  rota* 
tion  of  the  directors. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  there 
shall  be  a  meeting  of  the  directors  quarterlv,  for 
the  purpose  of  examming  the  affairs  of  the  bank, 
any  four  of  whom  shall  make  a  board;  and  the 
board  shall  have  power  to  adjourn,  from  time  to 
time;  and  the  president,  or  any  three  of  the  di- 
rectors, mav  call  a  special  meeting  at  any  other 
time  that  tney  may  think  proper. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
board  of  directors,  by  a,  majority  of  votes,  shall 
make  by-laws,  determihe  the  manner  of  doing 
business,  and  the  roles  and  forms  to  be  pursued ; 
and  dispose  of  the  money  and  credit  of  the  bank, 
for  the  interest  and  benefit  of  the  stockholders ; 
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expedient ;  and  to  use^empUiyiaDd  dispose  Qf  the 
capital  stock,  faods  and  property  of  said  bank, 
for  the  interest  and  benefit  of  the  stockholders, 
subject  only-  to  the  restrictions  herein  contained; 
but  the  said  hank  shall  not  take  for  diseovnting 
any  bill  or  note,  more  than  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
cent,  per  annum,  upon  the  amount  doe  by  such 
bill  or  note. 

Sbo.  7.  AindL  ht  it  Juriher  enaded,  That  all 
promissory  notes,  bills  of  exchange,  drafts,  checiok, 
and  receipts,  for  the  payment  of  money  made 
on  behalf  of  the  said  bank,  signed  by  the  prest* 
^ent  and  countersigned  anu  attested  oy  the  cash- 
ier, shall  be  obligatory  upon  the  said  body  corpo- 
mte,  and  shall  possess  the  like  qualities  as  to  ne- 
ffotiability,  and  the  holders  thereof  shall  have  the 
Eke  actions  thereupon,  as  if  such  promissory  notes, 
bills  of  exchange,  draAs,  checks  or  receipts,  had 
been  made  bv  or  on  behalf  of  a  natural  person. 

8bc.  a  And  be  itjurthhr  enacted^  That  the 
books,  papers,  correspondence,  and  fonds  of  the 
bank  shall  at  all  tiutes  be  subject  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  directors.  And  the  said  president  and 
directors  shall  once  in  erery  year  cause  to  be  laid 
before  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Untr 
ted  States  an  aecount,  truly  stating  the.  situttion 
of  the  bank  and  it|i  funds.  ^   . 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  ihe 
said  president  and  directors  shall  have  power  to 
appoint  a  cashier,  and  all  other  officers  and  ser« 
Tant^,  for  executing  the  business  of  said  bank,  and 
to  establish  the  compensatioo.  to  be  made  to  (he 
jiKsident  and  all  other  officers  and  servants  of 
the  said  bank,  respectively  ;  but  no  compensation 
aboil  be  given  to  a  director  for  his  services, except 
by  a  vote  of  theatockholders  in  general  meeting. 

Sac.  10.  And^  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
president  and  direetors  shall  have  power  to  call  a 
general  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  for  purposes 
concerning  the  interest  of  the  bank,  giving  at 
least  six  weeks  notice,  in  one  or  more  of  the  news- 
papers of  the  District,  specifying  in  such  notice 
the  object  or  objects  of  such  meeting. 

Seo.  11.  And  be  UJurthaf  cfioefed,  That  the 
abares  of  the  capital  stocky  at  any  tiWe  owned  by 
any  individual  stockholder,  shall  be  transferable 
only  on  the  books  of  the  bank  according  to  such 
rules,  as  may.  conformably  to  law,  be  established 
in  that  behalf,  by  the  president  and  directors  $  but 
all  debts  actually  due  and  payable  to  the  bank 
(days  of  grace  for  payment  being  passed)  by  a 
atockholder,sequesting  a  transfer,  must  be  satisfied, 
before  such  transfer  shall  be  mane,  unless  the  pre- 
sident and  directors  shall  direct  to  the  contrary. 

Sbo.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
dividends  of  the  profits  of  the  company,  or  so 
Uftuch  of  said  profits  as  shall  be  deemed  expedient 
and  proper,  shall  be  declared  half  yearly,  in  the 
first  week  in  April  and  October,  in  each  year ;  the 
amount  of  said  dividend  shall  from  time  totime  be 
determined  by  the  president  and  directors,  and 
Aall  in  no  case  exceed  the  amount  of  the  net 
profits  actually  aeouired  by  the  company,  ao  that 
the  capital  stock  ot  the  saii^  company 'shall  never 
be  impaired  by  dividends. 
8m.  l^ai  AndbtUJmihBr  enaeted,  That  iftfae 


said  directors  shall  at  any  time,  viUiillf  ai 
knowingly  make  or  deckie  say  diTidoii  nidk 
shall  impair  the  said  capital  stocky  tU  (be  inv- 
tors  present  at  the  making  ordcdtringofsi 
dividend,  and  consenting  thereto,  shall  be  iakl! 
in  their  individual  capacities  to  the  cosipuT.it 
the  ainount  or  profmrtien  of  said  ctpitil  sicck 
so  divided  by  the  said  directors;  sadncUin- 
tor  irho  shall  be  present  at  the  makiogor  dedu^ 
ing  of  such  dividend,  shall  be  deemed  to  km 
consented  thereto^  unless  he  shall  immcdiiif 
enter  in  writing  his  dissent,  on  theminntesodii 
proceedings  of  the  board,  and  give  ootice  titenai 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  ibe  Vun 
States. 

Sec.  U;  And  he  UJuHher  enadd^lUiu 
,  bank  shall  in  no  case  be  ownersof  8oysbip80fw■ 
sels,  directly  or  indirectly  be  conceraed  is tnie,ff 
the  importation  or  exportation,  porebis^ or  ales 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  whsierrr. a- 
cept  bills  of  exchange,  bullion,  stock  «f  (be  Lil- 
ted States,  or  of  incorporated  iostiduo^u- 
such  ships*'  vessels,  goods,  Wares,  or  merebu^ 
as  shall  be  truly  pledged  tothembyvnjoft- 
cority  for  debts  due,  owing  or  growio^  diK  Hie 
said  bank,  or  purchased  by  it  to  secvresQebi«L 

Sac.  \&,  Andbe  UJuHher  eaoctedL  Tbit(^ 
bank  shall  not  purchase  or  Md  aof  \»Bkvt 
mentr,  or  other  real  estates,  ether  thao  vbiiin^ 
be  necessary  for  the  convenient  traBfl(("»J 
its  business,  uolesa  sncJi  lands,  ^<<'^'J|^ 
real  estates,  shall  have  been  bonafak  n^ 
to  the  bank  by  way  of  security,  orcoDfcfdwu 
in*aatiafactiOD  of  debte  ptevioualy  cosirieiei  u 
the  course  of  dealings,  or  porebssed  lo  ^ 
debts  contracted  with  or  due  to  ^*^  'l!!!^ 
erery  instance  in  -which  the  baak  oaf  ^'^ 
the  owners  or  claimants  of  leads,  teBeaeBa'^ 
»al  estates,  the  president  and  direeiontie«B)ief| 
ered  to  :seU  or  dispcae  of  the  sane,  in  seen  il": 
ner  as  they  may  deem  beneficial  for  tbe  n\Am 

Sbo.  16.  And  be  UJwiher enacted,  Tbit^tfT 

vaeanpy  shall  at  any  ttme  happen  *^fj^ 
rectors,  by  deatii,  resigniition,  or  otherwise,  u>( 

of  the  directors  for  the  time  bstag,  tktii  ^* 
director  to  fill  the  vaeaney.  ^, ' ... 

Sec  17.  And  be  UJurtherenoM^^^^ 
number  of  stockholders,  not  less  than  I'^^^'L 
shaU  be  proprietors  of  not  less  tbso  four  tbo(^ 
shares,  may  for  any  purpose  refaitiv«  ^  '''^'j^ 
tntion,  at  any  time  apply  to  the  V^^^^^  ^\a. 
rectors,  to  call  a  general  meeting  of  ^ l^g 
holden.  and  if  by  then  refused,  the  su^  f^l 


of  stockholders,  proprietors  of  act  less 


ihiflJ^ 


unmber  of  shares  aforesaid,  shall  bsre  iX*^ 
call  a  general  UMcting  of  the  stoekboUen,^  ^^ 
at  least  sixty  days  ootice  in  tvro  orinor^l\jg 
pliUic  newspapers  in  the  District  speciifjp 
such  notice  the  object  or  objects  otfoebc^^ 

Sio.  IS.  And  be  U further  enoM  ^^^Z 
said  bank  shall  not  at  any  time  discoost^  : 
a  greater  sum  than  double  the  amooot  oi}^^^ 
ul  stock,  which  shall  be  actually  P»<l  >£'..» tkt 

Sfio.  19.  And  be  it  further  emuM  ]^^ 
total  amount  of  the  debta  Which  tbe  said  ^ 
ration  shall  at  any  time  owe^whetktf  ^^ 
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ents,  teoetneDts,  hervdiUnnenu,  good^,  ehattek 
md  effeetS)  of  what  natore,  kind  or  qaaiity  soever, 
iDd  cfae  same  sell, grant,  demise^  alien  and  dispose 
>r:  And  by  that  name,  sbali  have,  daring  Hm 
!ontinuance  of  this  act,  snceession ;  and  may 
Dske)  bare  and  use  a  common  seal,  and  the  same 
nay  break,  alter  and  renew  at  pleasure;  and 
bail  bare  power  ta  ordain,  establish  and  pat  in 
xecution,  such  by-laws,  ordinances  and  regula- 
ioDs  as  shall  seem  necessary  and  coarenient  for 
be  govern  meat  of  said  Corporation,,  not  beinc 
;oDtrary  to  law  nor  to  the  constitution  thereof;: 
ind  generally  to  do  andexeeute  all  acts  necessary 
»r  proper  for  the  'objects  of  said  ineorporfttion, 
abject  to  the  rules,  regulations,  restrictions^ 
imitations  and  proviaions  herein  described  and 
[f  dared. . 

Sec.  2.  And  btUfuHker  enacted^  That  the 
apital  stock  of  the  said  bank  shfiU-consist  of  five 
luodred  thousand-  dollars^  money  of  the  United 
Jtates,  to  be  divided  into  nh^es  of  fiftv  dollars 
ach ;  of  which  fifteen  dollars  on  each  snare  has 
leeo  paid,  according  to  th^  articles  of  association 
foresaid ;  and  itthall  be  optional  withai^y  stock- 
lolder  hereafter  to  payr  up  the  further  sum'  of 
birty-fiye  dollars:  Promded^  That  not  more  than 
ifiv  thousand  dollars  be  paid  in  any  ode  year, 
inlesB  the  president  and  directors,  by- a  rule  or 
irder,  should  authorize  or  permit  a  greater  sura 

0  be  paid ;  the  dividend  or  dividends  on  such 
urns  of  money  so  paid,  shall  not  commence  until 
he  first  day  of  the  mootk  nexi  ensuing  such 
)ayment. 

Sec  3.  AiuL  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  thn 
aid  bank  shall  transael  its  busineps  iii  Gkorgei 
own. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
iffiirs  of  the  taid  bank  shall  be  eooducted  by 
welve  directors  and  a  president,  whose  place,  if 
ibosen  from  aikiong .  their  number,  shall  be  sup- 
plied by  thmt  i>odv.  Six  of  the  directors,  with 
be  president,  shall  form  a  boUrd  or.  quoruoL  for 
ransacting  all  thr  business  of  the  company,  bat 
he  ordinary  diacounts  may  be  done  by  the  presi- 
lent  and  three  directors.  In  case  of  his  sickness 
*ff  necessary  absence,  his  place  may  be  supplied 
<y  any  director,  whom  he.  by  writing  under  his 
And,  may  nopainate  for  that  purpose^  or  in  lease 
f  bis  not  making  such  noioi nation,  the  board 
lay  appoint  a  president  to  act  during  his.  ah- 
ence.    The  president  hod  directors  who  may  be 

1  office  under  the. said  articles  of  association  on 
|e  said  fourth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred 
nd  eleven,  shall  continue  in  office  uader  and  by 
irtue  of  this  act  of  incorporation*,  until  others 
ball  be  duly  chosen  in  tbeir  stead.  No  person 
ball  be  a  director  ot  president,  who  is  not  a  cit- 
teQ  of  the  United  Stated^  and  a  stockholder ;  and 
i  director  ceasing  to  be  a  stockholder,  shall  cease 
0  be  a  director ;  and  no  person,  a  director  of 
mother  bank,  shall  be  a  director  of  this  bank. 
Svery  atockholder,  being  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  all  elections 
o  be  holden  by  the  stockholders  in  pursuance  of 
his  act,  and  shall  have  as  many  votes,  in  propor- 
ion  to  the  stock  they  may  hold,  aa  foUowa:  for 


every  share  as  far  as  twenty ^  one  vote  for  each 
share,  and  one  vote  for  every  two  shares  there* 
after,  aafar  as  forty  ;'bat  no  person  or  persons^ 
bodies  corporate  or  otherwise,  shall  be  entitled  to 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  votes;  nostock- 
holdei  shall  be  permitted  to  vote,  who  has  not  held 
his  stock  two  Calendar  months,  prior  to  the  day  of 
election.  All  stockholders  living  in  Georgetown|. 
9balt  vote  in  the  choice  of  directors  by  millot  in, 
person :  but  every  stockholder  living  out  of  said 
town  nuy  vote  in  person  or  by  a  written  ballot, 
by  him  or  her  subscribed  with  bis  or  her  name, 
and  duly  acknowledged  before  a  judge  of  a  court| 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  or  a  notary  public ;  a  cer- 
tificate wheredf  shall  be'made  on  said  ballot  bj 
the  judge,  justice  of  the  peace,  or  notary  public, 
before  whom  such  acknowledgment .  shall  be 
made :  and  said  ballot  shall  by  him  be  sealed  up. 
and  addressed  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank,  ana 
being  transmitted  before  tbeaime  oif  the  elec« 
tioo,  shall  be  received  and  counted. in  the  elec* 
tiOn.  No  person  who  ia  not  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  eball  be  entitled  to  vote  in  any  elec- 
tion of  this  corporfition :  Provided,  nevertheUee, 
That  ibis  section  may  at  any  time  hcfeafter  be 
altered  or  amended  by  Congress,  in  such  a  maiw 
ner  as  they  may  see  fit,  so  as  to  provide  for  an  an- 
nual rotation  of  the  directors. 

Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  gen* 
eral  meeting  of  the  9tockholders  of  the  said  rank 
shall  be  holden  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  ia 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,  and  on  the 
firdt  Moudcy  of  April,  in  every  year  thereafter,  at 
such  place  as  the  president  and  directors  shall 
appoiutj  by  giving  four  weeks  notice  in  two  or 
more  of  the  newspapers  of  the  District,  for  thepux^ 
pose  of  electing  directors  for  the  etisuiufr  year^ 
who  shall  meet  on.  th^  day  succeeding  thetr  eleo- 
tion,  and  shall  immediately'  proceed  to  cboose  a 
president :  and  the  president  and  directors  for 
the  time  being,  shall  continue  in  office  until  otbeia 
shall  be  dnlv  elected  in  their  places,  and  be  or- 
ganized by  the  assembling  of  a  quorumi  andtho 
choice  of  a  president.  At  all  elections  the  per- 
sons having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  shall  be 
deemed  to  ne  chosen.  AU  elections  shall  be  held 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  president  of  the 
ban|c,  for  the  time  being,  and  four  stockholders, 
not  being  at  the  tiine  directors,  appointed  bf  the 
board  of  directors, '  any  three  of  whom  shall  be 
judges  tliereof.  They  shall  immediately  there- 
after notify  the  persons  elected  to  meet  the  en-* 
suing  day  at  the  bank,  and  shall  make  a  retura 
of  the  person  elected,  at'their  first  meeting.  Should 
two  or  more  persons  have  aa  equal  number  of 
Votes,  the  other  individualselected  directors  shall 
determine,  by  ballot  from  among  said  persons, 
who  shall  be  the  director  or  directors.  All  elec- 
tions shall  be  opened  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon, and  cioseu  at  three  in  the  afternoon* 

Sfic.  6.  And  be  it  further^  enofited,  That  the 
presideat  and  directors  shall  have  full  power  to 
make,  revise,  alter  and  annul  all  such  rules.  Orders, 
by-laws  and  regulations,  for  the  government  oi 
said  corporation,  and  that  of  its  officers,  servants, 
and  affairs,  aa  they  ahall  from  time  to  time  think 


1327 


APPfflfDIX. 


m 


JhMic  Aet$  of  Con^ftn. 


Sjec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  free   tbe  order  or  under  the  aatboritf  of  the  Sine, 


"^hite  tnale  citizeos  of  the  United  States,  who 
.shall  have  arrived    at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  resided  within  the  said  Territory^  at 
least  one  year  previous  to  the  day  of  election, 
and  shall  have  paid  a  territorial,  county,  or  district, 
or  parish  tax ;  and  all  persons  having  in  other  re- 
apecis  the  legal  qualiGcations  tu  vote  for  represen- 
iaiives  In  the  General  Assembly  of  the  said  Terrt- 
cory,  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  choose 
representatives  to  form  a  convention,  who  shall 
<l)e  a|>poriioned  amongst  the  several  counties,  dis^ 
aricts,  add  parishes  xjx  the  said  Territory  of  Or- 
leans^ in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  or  the  said 
^Territory  shall  by  law  direct.    The  number  of 
representatives  shall  not  exceed  sixty ^  and  the 
•elections  fur  the  representatives  aforesaid  shall 
«t8ke  place  on  the  third  Monday  in  September 
next,  and  shall  be  conducted  in  the  same  manner 
«s  in  now  provided  by  the  laws  of  the  said  Terri- 
tory, for  electing  members  for  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  Ufifrther  enacted^  That  the  mem- 
bex9  of  the  convention,  when  duly  elected,  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  meet  at  the  city  of 
Mew  Orleans,  on  the  first  Monday  of  November 
next,  which  convention,  wheo  met,  shall  first  de- 
termine, by  a  majority  of  the  whole  number-elect- 
ed, whether  it  be  expected  or  not,  at  that  time,  to 
form  a  constitution  and  Slate  government^  for 
the  people  within  the  said  Territory,  and  if  it  be 
determined  to  be  expedient,  then  the  convention 
ahall  in  like  manner  declare,  in  behalf  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  said  Territory,  that  it  adopts  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  \  whereupon  the 
aaid  convention  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  government, 
for  the  people  of  the  said  Territory :  Provided, 
Xbe  constitution  to  be  formed,  in  virtue  of  the 
authority  herein  given,  shall  be  republican,  and 
consistent  with  tb6  Constitution  of  the  United 
Bt&ies;  that  it  shall  contain  the  ftrndamental 
principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  \  that  it 
shall  secure  to  the  citizen  the  trial  bv  jury  in  all 
criminal  cases,>  and  the  privilege  or  tne  writ  of 
hdAeat  corpusj  conformable  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States]  and  that 
after  the  admission  of  the  said  Territory  of  Or- 
leans as  a  State  into  the  Union,  the  ivw»  which 
^ueh  State  may  pass  shall  be  promulgated,  and 
>ts  records  of  every  description  shall  be  preserved^ 
and  its  judicial  and  legislative  written  proceed- 
ings conducted,  in  the  language  in  which  th^ 
laws  and  the  judicial  and  legislative  written  pro- 
ceedings of  the  United  States  are  now  published 
and  conducted :  And  provided  alsoy  That  the  said 
convention  shall  provide  by  an  ordinance,  irrevo- 
cable without  the  consent  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  people  inhabiting  the  said  Territory  do 
ajgree  and  declare  that  they  forever  disclaim  all 
ri^hi  or  title  to  the  waste  or  unapproprtated  lands, 
lying  within  this  said  Territory;  and  that  the  same 
abair  be  and  remain  at  the  sole  and  entire  dispo- 
sitioQ  of  the  United  States^;  and  moreover  that 
each  and  every  tract  of  land,  sold  by  Congress, 
shall  be  and  remain  exempt  from  any  tax,  laid  by 


whether  for  4State,  county,  township,  pihiLflc 
any  other  purpose  whatever,  for  the  term  of  b 
years  from  'and  after  the  respective  dajiofi^ 
sales  thereof;  and  that  the  lands,  beloogiDgtoeit' 
izens  of  the  United  States,  residiog  wi(boau:< 
said  State,  shall  never  be  taxed  higher  tbaothi 
lands  belonging  to  persons  residing  therein;}^ 
that  no  taxes  shall  be  imposed  on  Isnds  (bep 
perty  of  (he  United  States;  and  that  the  rim 
Mississippi  and  the  navigable  rivers  sod  visers 
leading  into  the  same  or  into  the  Golf  of  Mecte, 
shall  be  common  bighwavs  and  forerer  frt&u 
well  to  the  inhabitants  or  the  said  Srate  u^ 
other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  witboouir 
tax,  duty,  impost  or  toll  therefer,  imposed  by  Dis 
said  State. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enaded^  That  ia  as 
the  convention  shall  declare  its  assent  io  bebiif 
of  the  people  of  the  said  Territory,  to  the  adopts 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutet,  id^ 
shall  form  a  constitution  and  State  goTertDfit 
for  the  people  of  the  said  Territory  of  Oritiu. 
the  said  convention;  as  soon  tl^ereslter »  sir 
be,  is  hereby  required  to  cause  to  be  traossiSEd 
,  to  Congress  the  Instrument,  by  which  itsifini 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutn  )»^'i 
given  and  declared^  ami  also  a  tme  and  attesud 
copy  of  such  constitution  or  frame  of  Suiep 
erntnent,  as  shall  be  formed  aod  proTidedbfdiii 
convention  and  if  the  same  shall  notbedisip- 
proved  by  Congress,  at  their  aext  sessia,  ^ 
Che  receipt  thereof,  the  said  State  shall  beidait- 
ted  into  the  Union,  upon  the  same  fooiiaj  viik 
the  original  States. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  Tbiii« 
per  centum  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  a 
the  lands  of  the  United  States,  after  the  first  diT 
of  January,  shall  be  applied  to  layiog  oni  t»i 
constructing  public  roans  and  levees  ioibead 
State,  as  the  Legislattire  thereof  may  direct 

Approved,  February  20, 1811. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  rapport  of  6tV' 

ernment  for  the  year  one  thonssnd  eight  biudi». 

and  elevens 

Be  it  enactedj  #c,  That,  for  the  expenditare  of 
the  civil  list  in  the  present  year,  incladiag  w 
contingent  expenses  of  the  several  departmeBU 
and  omces;  for  the  compensation  of  thesereni 
loan  officers  and  their  clerks,  and  for  books  tfe 
stationery  for  the  same;  for  the  payment  of  >b- 
nuitiies  and  grants ;  for  the  support  of  the  Miot  Sf 
tablishmeot;  for  the  expense  of  iotereoarse  viu 
foreign  nations, ;  for  the  support  of  ligbi-l»>o|*i 
beacons,  buoy^  and  public  piers;  ford«fr*P«| 
the  expenses  of  surveying  the  public  UD6ii» 
for  satisfying  certain  raiscellaneoas  ciaiiw^^^^ 
following 'sums  be,  and  the  same  areberebfR* 
specti vely.  appropriated,  that  is  to  saj : 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  tbe  a^^ 
hers  of  the  Sena  te  and  House  of  Reprcseatadrcs. 
their  officers  and  atcendanis,  estimated  for  a  s^ 
sion  of  four  months  and  a  half  cootiauaoce.  t*^ 
hundred  and  one  thousand  four  handredaadtven* 
ty-five  dollars* 
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(ill,  note,  or  other  contract,  shall  not  exceed  twice 
he  amount  of  their  ciapital  stock  actuallv  paid, 
»7er  and  abore  the  tinooeys  then  actually  deposi- 
ed  in  the  bank  for  safe-keeping.  In  case  of  ex- 
ess,  the  directors,  under  whose  adininisiration  it 
hall  happen,  shall  be  liable  for  the  same  in  their 
latural  and  private  capacities ;  and  an  action  of 
leht  may  in  sach  case  be  broosht  against  them 
r  any  of  them,  their  or  any  of  their  heirs,  execu- 
ors,  or  administrators,  in  any  court  proper  to  try 
be  same,  by  any  creditor  oi*  creditors  or  said  cor- 
K)ratioo,  and  may  be  prosecuted  to  judgment  and 
xecutioo,  any  condition,  covenailt,  or  agreement 
0  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  But  thi^  shall 
lot  be  construed  to  exempt  said  corporation,  or 
be  lands,  tenements,  goods,  or  chattels  of  the 
ame,  from  being  also  liable  for,  and  chargeable 
7itb  said  excess.  Such  of  said  directors  who 
aay  have  been  absent  when  said  excess  was  con- 
racted  or  created,  or  who  may  have  dissented 
rom  the  resolution  or  act  whereby  the  same  was 
o  coDtraoted  or  created,  niay  respectively  exone- 
ate  themselves  from  being  so  liable,  by  forthwith 
^iviog  notice  of  the  fact,  and  of  their  absence  or 
lisseot,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  tne  stockholders  at  a  gene* 
al  meeting,  which  they  shall  have  power  to  call 
*or  that  purpose;  and  the  body  corporate  hereby 
created,  and  the  capital  atock  thereof,  shall  be  h- 
ible  for  all  the  debts  and  engagements  pontracted, 
>r  wbichy  before  or  on  the  said  fourth  day  of 
darcb,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven, 
hall  he  coatracted  by  the  company^  or  co-part* 
lership  heretofore  created  by  tbeartusles  of  asso^ 
iiation  hareio  before  mention^d^  and  which  car- 
ied  on  the  banking "bufuness  under  the  mime  and 
tyleof  "The  President  and  Directors  of  the 
JQioD  Bank  of  Georgetown  s"  and  the  credit^vra 
)f  the  said  co-partnership,  shall  have  the  like 
"emedy  by  action,  against  the  said  body  corpo* 
ate,  as  they  had  or  have,  or  may  or  can  have 
^inst  the  said  co-partnership. 

Sec.  20,  And  be  UJurther  enacted,  That  in 
!ase  it  should  at  any, time  happen,  that  an  elec- 
ion  of  directors  should  not  be  maae,  on  any  day 
«hen:  pursuant  to  this  act,  it  ought  to  have  been 
nade,  the  said  corporation  shall  tfot  for  that  cause 
}e  deemed  to  be  dissolved ;  but  it  shall  be  lawful 
m  any  other  day  to  hold  and  make  an  election  of 
lirectors,  at  a  meeting  to  be  called  in  such  maii- 
ler  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  laws  and  ordi- 
lances  of  the  said  corporation* 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this 
ct  shall,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  be  deemed  and 
eld  a  public  act,  and  be  and  continue  in  force 
or  the  term  of  ten  years,  from  and  after  the 
burth  day  of  March,  which  will  be  in  the  year 
>f  our  Lord,  one  thousand  «ight  hundred  eleven, 
tod  no  longer. 

Approved,  February  18, 1811. 


act  .providing  for  printing  Und   distributing  l)f 
such  laws  of  the  United  States  as  respect  the  puli&> 
lie  lands,"  passed  the  twenty-.<)eventh  day  of  April^*^ 
one  thoiisand  eight  hundred  and  ten,  not  otherwise^ 
disposed  of,  shall  be  distributed  in  the  n^anner'' 
following,  that  is  to  say :  The  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  Unitea  States,  the  members  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  the  Secre-* 
taries  of  the  State,  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy 
Departments,  the  Attorney  General,  the  Comptrol- 
ler, and  Register  of  the  Treasury,  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  and  District  Courtsof  tne  United  States, 
the  Governors  and  Judges  of  the  Territories,  the 
Surveyor  General  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
Surveyor  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south 
of  Tennessee,  shall  each  receive  one  copy ;  the 
clerks  in  each  of  the  Departments  of  State,  Trea- 
sury, and  War,  employed  on  land  business,  five 
eopies;  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  to  be  placed 
on  his  table  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  fiv»e  copies ; 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  he 
placed  on  his  table,  for  the  use  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  ten  copies;  two  hundred  and 
fifty  copies  shall  be  placed  in  the  Library,  and  re- 
main there  under  the  same  regulations  as  the 
other  laws  of  the  United  States;  one  hundred 
copies  shall  be  deposited  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, for  the  use  of  the  land  boards  and  offices 
which  may  hereafter  be  established ;  and  the  re-  ' 
mainder  shall  be  placed  in  the  Library,  and  each 
member  of  Congress  hereafter  elected,  shall,  so 
lone:  AS  anyremaid,  exclusive  of  the  two  hundred 
ana  fiAy  copies  before  mentioned^  be  entitled  to 
one  copy  at  the  commencement  ot  that  session  of 
Congress  next  succeeding  his  election. 
Approved.  Pefbruary  18, 1811. 


An  Aet  making- a  farther  diatribation  of  ^aehlaws  of 
the  United  Stetas,  as  reapaei  the  Pnblie  Lands. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  copies  of  the  laws 
prepared  and  printed  under  the  aathority  of '^An 


An  Act  to  enalile  the  ^ple  of  d^e  Territory  of  C^ 
leans  to  Ibrm  a  eonttitntton  and  State  government, 
and  for  the  admission  of'  such  State  into  the  Union, 
on  an  equal  footing  wi^  the  original  States;  and 
i>r  otkM  pnrpeies. 

Be  ii  encKted,  fc^  That  the  inhabitants  of  all 
that  part  of  the  territory  or  country  ceded  under 
the  name  of  Loaisiana,.by  the  treaty  made  at  Paris 
on  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thi'ee,  between  the  United  States  and 
France,  contained  within  the  following  limits, 
that  is  to  say :  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Sabine,  thence  by  a  line  to  be  drftwn  along  the  mid- 
dle of  the  said  river,  including  all  islands  to  the  (hir-  > 
ty-second  degree  of  latitude,  thence  due  north,  to 
the  nortberntnost  part  of  the  thirty-third  decree  of 
north  latitude^'thencealong  thesaid  parallefof  lat- 
titnde  to  the  river  Mississippi;  thence  down  thesaid 
rive^  to  the  river  Iberville ;  and  from  thence  along 
the  middle  of  the  said  river  and  Lakes  Maurepas 
and  Pontchartrain,  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico ;  thence 
bounded  by  the  said  sulf  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning: including  all  islands  within,  thr^e  leagues 
of  the  coast,  be  and  they  ate  hereby  authorized 
to  form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State 
government,  and  to  assume  sudh  name  as  they 
may  deem  proper,  under  the  provisions  and  upon 
the  conditions  hereinafter  mehtioned. 
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Public  Aet$  of  Congrest. 


For  cobciDffeDt  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Ac- 
countant of  tne  Nary,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensacion  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
Assistant  Postmaster  General,  clerks,  and  persons 
employed  in  the  Postmaster  General's  office,  in- 
doding  the  sam  of  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fortj-fiTc  dollars  for  compensation  to  clerks, 
in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the 
twenty-first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  SIX,  and  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  dollars  for  deficiencies  in  the  appropriation 
for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten, 
ntdeieeti  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
dollars  and  seventy-eiffht  cents«" 
.  For  the  expense  of  fuel,'  house  rent' for  the  mes- 
senger, candles,'  stationery,  chef  ts,  dbc,  incident 
to  tpe  Postmaster  Geneirars  office,  two  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  several  loan  officers, 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  of  the  Comp- 
missioners  of  Loans;  and  for  allowances  to  cer- 
tain loan  officers,  in  lieu  of  clerk  hire,  and  to 
defray  tht  authorised  expense  of  the  several  loan 
offices,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General  and 
bis  clerks,  three  thousand  two  huodred  dollars. 

For  compen^tien  to  the  Surveyor  of  the  lands 
south  of  Tennessee,  clerks  employed  in  his  office, 
and  for  stationery  and  other  contingencies,  three 
thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officersof  the  Mint,  vtx: 

The  Director,  two  thousand  dollars ; 

The  Treasurer,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars ; 

The  Assayer,  one  thobsaud  five  hundred  dollars; 

The  Chief  <3oiner,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars; 

The  Melter  and  Refiner,  one  thousaiid  five 
hundred  dollars  i 

The  Engraver,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars ; 

One  clerk  at  seven  hundred  dollars,  and  two 
clerks  at  &ve  hundred  dollars  each. 

??''^*8^*  *®  ^^^  persons  employed  in  melting, 
eoininj;,  carpemers',  ml  11- Wrights',  and  smiths' 
work,  including  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 
allowed  to  an  assistant  coiner  and  die-forger,  who 
also^  oversees  the  execution  of  the  iron  work,  and 
of  six  hundred  dollars  allowed  to  at)  assistant  en- 
graver, ei^hi  thousand  dollars. 

For  renairs  of  furnaces,  cost  of  rollers  and  screws. 
timber,  bar-iron,  lead,  steel,  potash,  and  for  all 
other  contingencies  of  the  Mint,  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy  five  dollars. 

For  an  allowance  for  wastage  in  the  gold  and 
silver  coinage,  including  a  deficiency  in  the 
appropriation  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ten,  arising  from  the  increase  of  the 
coinage  for  that  and  several  antecedent  years,  six 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor.  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans^  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  stationery  and  other  contin- 
gent expenses  6f  said  Territory,  including  the  sum 


of  one  thousand  doHdrs  for  a  defieieocyhthe 
appropriation  for  the  year  one  thonsaod  eight b* 
dred  and  ten,  two  thousand  eight  hundred  ud 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor.  Jodgn.uc 
Secretary,  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  ioclgdiij 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  one  hundred  aod  i^ir- 
teen  dollars  and  thirty- three  cents,  for  a  deficiaer 
in  the  appropriation  for  the  year  one  thooitil 
eight  hundred  and  ten,  ten  tboonnd  oDehooM 
and  thirteen  dollars  and  thirty- three  cesii 

For  expense  of  stationery,  office  reDt^asd  oik 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  ka8> 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Jsdit's^ii^ 
Secretary,  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  six  tboosu^ 
six  huodred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  office  reotaod  ottw 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory, three  kn- 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Qdveraor.  Jadges-tii 
Secretary,  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  ux  t^ 
sand  six  huodred  dollars. 
'  For  etpense  of  stationery,  office  rent  wi  «^ 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  ihref*- 
dred  and  ^fif  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Gtoveroor,  Jodgaiad 
Secretary,  of  the  Louisiana  Territory,  six  thwu^ 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  statfonerv,  office  rept,i*l«w 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three bw- 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to^the  Governor,  Jfl^tBi'™ 
Secretary,  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  six  ihowwl 
six  hundred  dollars, 
n  For  expense  «>f  statidnerv,  office  rent,  tiioiw 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hof 
dred  and  fifty  dolla^rs.  . 

For  the  discharge  of  aucb  demands tgtivtu< 
United  States,  6a  account  of  the  cif  il  dcptrtiDe^ 
not  otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  htrebeeBie- 
mitted  in  doe  course  ofvettlemeni  at  the  TreuoT: 
two  thousand  dollars.'  . 

,  For  additional  compensation  to  the  derb  m 
the  several  Departments  of  Suie,  Treasar)f,w»r 
and  Navy,  and  of  the  General  Post  Office, ooia- 
needing  tor  each  department,  respectively,  niwj 
per  centum  in  addition  to  the  sami  »^'^*/'' ? 
the  act,  entitled  "An  set  to  regulate  andw" 
compensation  of  clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  itr 
ingout  certain  puWic  roads  and  for  other  porp«<* 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixtym" 
dollars  and  thiny-two  cents.  ^* 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  w 
Justice,  the  Associate  Judges  and  DistnetJi»r 
of  the  United  States,  iaeluding  the  Chief  Jijlf 
and  two  Associate  Judges  for  the  District  ei^^ 
lumbia ;  to  the  Attorney  General,  and  to  tlif  ^^ 
trict  Judge  of  the  Territorir  of  Orleans,  fifty""* 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars.  .    . 

For  the  like  compensation  granted  to  the* 
eral  District  Attorneys  of  the  United  States, tJ»T« 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars.  .  y^^. 

For  compensatibn  granted  to  theievew" 
sbals  for  the  Districts  of  Maine,  New  Hff^l^ 
Vermont,  New  Jersey,  North  CkpAivM^^m 


833 


xpptamx,. 


1S8I 


»     » 


k  itffte  oj  OQ!ngr$$0i 


•i.'  r    a 


i^ss 


=:T= 


:» 


Hilo,  Bast  aod  West  Tenneiact,  a^d  Ofl«aii», 
wo  thooraod  two  bundred  doUars, 

For  d«frayiag  the  ex^ns^a  of  the  Supreme, 
circuit,  and  District  Courtsof  the  United  States, 
Deluding  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  juiors 
nd  witDesses,  iq  aid  of  the  fuods  ^risloff  from 
iaes,  forfeitures  add  penaitiey^  and  for  defraying 
he  expenses  of  prosecutions  ior  offcAees  against 
be  United  States,  and  for  the  safe  keeping  of 
Tisoaers,  forty  thousand  dollars* 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted 
f  the  late  and  present  GoreMment,  nine  .hun- 
red  and  sixty  dollais. 

For  the  payment  of  the  annual  allowance. to 
be  invalid  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  from 
he  fifth  x}f  March,  one  thoiliBand  eight  hundred 
nd  eleven,  to  the  fourth  of  Mareh  one  thousand 
ifiht  hiiodredatid' twelve,  ninety-eight  thousand 
oliars  Binety-eiabt  thousand  dollars. 

For  tbe  maintenance  and  support  of  Irght- 
touses,  beacons,  buovsaad. public  piers,  stakes  ^es 
f  channels,  bars  aiia  shoals,  and  ceniaia.  cooun- 
:ent  expenses',  tixty*eight  thou8i|Dd' nine  hundred 
nd  sixty-five  dollars  and  thiriy«nine  cents. 

For  ereciing  light-houses  at  the  mouth  of  4he 
ilississippi,  and  at  or  dear  Uie  Pitch  of  Cape  Look 
>ut.  in  North  Catolina,  being  the  amount  of  an 
idditioaal  appropriation  carried  to  the  surplus 
und,  twenty  thousand  dollars* 

For  building  a  ligbt-l^ouse  on  the  south  poiat 
>(  Cumberland  Island,  ia.  Gkorgia,  b^ing  the 
mount  of  a  former  appropriatioa  carried  to  the 
urnlus  fuad,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  erecting  a  lighi- house  oa  tfaesooth  point  of 
Sapelo  Island  in  worgia,  and  fos  placing  certain 
luuys  and  beaeonson  Dobay  l^ur  aad  Beaoh  pointy 
N9Jiig  th^e  balance  of  former  appropriattoas  oar- 
ied  to  tbe  surplus  fund,  six  thousand  seven  kun-^ 
Ired  and  eighty-nine  dollars  and  six  cents* 

For  erecting  a  light-house  on  Point  Judith, 
«ing  the  balance  of  a  former  appropjriaiion  cAr- 
ied  to  the  surplus  fund,  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
ight  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents* 

For  erecting  two  lights  on  Lake  Erie,  vi^;  on 
*r  near  Bird  Island,  and  on  or  near  P rescue  Isk, 
tt  addition  to  the  appropriation  heretofore  made 
or  that  purpose,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  surveying  the  pub- 
ic lands  within  the  several  Territories  of  the  Uni* 
ed  States,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Foi:  paying  for  the  printing  of  new  ships'  reg- 
iters,  including  the  cost  of  paper,  the  balance  of 
:  former  appropriation  of  one  thousand  one  hUn- 
Ired  and  forty  dollars  for  this  object  having  been 
teretofore  carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  oqe  thoue 
and  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  discharging  the  expense  of  the  third  envt* 
aeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
ind  that  of  taking  an  account  of  their  manufac- 
ures,  one  bond  red  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
^  For  expensesof  intercourse  with  foreign  nations, 
Forty-seven  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Barbary 
Powers,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  Government, 
the  balance- of  former  appropriations  for  that  ob- 
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jeet  having  beenr  earWed  to  tbe  sui^as  fiittd| 
twenty  tho»apd  dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  distrcfssed  Amer- 
ican seamen,  fiive  thousand  dollars. 

For  ^expenses  of  proseentiog  claims  aqd  ap* 
peals  in  ths-oouftso^  Qreat  Britain  in  relation  to 
captures  of  Amerteaii    vessels,  and    defending 
;  causes  elsewhere,  fonr  thousand  dollars. 

For  coneipensaMon  alloired  Qeorge  W.  Ervtag^ 
as  agent  in  receiving  and  paying  awards  of  tha 
Board  of  Qoaoimissioners^  u'pder  the. seventh  aN 
tide  of  the  British,  treaty,  estimated  at  two  and  a 
half  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  such  aarairds  aa 
were  aetuaUy  received  hy  him^  tweaty-two  thoQ'v 
sand  three  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars  and 
sixty-sevea  cents.  ^ 

Fixt  payment  of  the  claim  of  Patrick  DoAnon, 
late  survey  or  of  tbe  county  of  Hardy,  in  Virginta, 
being  his  cokQpeasation-uaderthe  ac,t  of  Congress, 
passed  May  thtrteenth,one  thousand  eight  huinired^ 
'^  to  enlarge  the  power  of  the  surveyors  of  the  ret'- 
enue»"  for  valuing,  recording,  and  adding  to  tha 
ti^  lists  sundry  tracts  of  lands  and  dwellings 
houses  omitted  by  tbe  assessors,  there  not  being  ai 
sufi&cient  balance  dae  for  direct  tax  from  Virgthia 
for  satisfying  this  claim,  seven  hundred  and 
tvfenAy-eight  dollars  and  etghty-five  6eBtsL 

For.  pay  meat  of  expeaditures  made  by  Jaibea 
Simmotis,  late  e<dlector  of  Charleston,  from  Jai^ 
uary  first,  one  ^ousand  ^ven  hundred  and  ninetv- 
nine,  to  December  thirly-Jrst,  one  thoiiaaod  eight 
hundred  and  five,  for  the  Navy  Department,  a» 
admitted  on  settlement  of  his  accounts  at  the- 
Treasury,  nine  thoasand  three  haadred  aiid  sev* 
enty*ni|ie  dollars  and  three  cents. 

For  the  discharge  6f  such  miscellaneous  elaima. 
against  the  United  Statea^noc  otherwise  provided 
for,  as  shall  have  .been  admitted  in  due  coarse  of 
settlement  at  the  Treasury,  foar  thousand  dollars* 

For  the  payment  of  a  balance  dile  the  estate  of 
the  late  Major  Gknerai  Anthony  Wayaie,  in  con- 
formity with  the  act  passed  at  the  present  sessiooi 
entitled  ^*An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  tha 
late  Major  General  Wayne,"  five-thousand  eight 
hi»ndred  and  seventy  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents* 

Sbo.  2,  And  be  it  fiuiher  tnaeted^  That  tha 
several  appropriations  hereinbeforemade,  shall  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  fund  of  six  hon* 
dred  thousand  dollars,  reserved  by  an  act  makinr 
provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  and 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  February  20, 181 L 


An  Aet  to  enable  the  Georgetown  Potomac  Bridge 
Company  to  levy  mon^  lot  the  object  of  its  in* 
coipQfstion. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc,  That  the  Directors  of  the 
Qeorgetown  Potomac  Bridge  Company  be,  and 
ibey  are  hereby  empowered  to  call  a  general  meet* 
ing  of  the  stockholders  of  said  company,  to  be 
held  at  Georgetown,  in  the  District  ol  Columbia, 
by  causing  public  notice  to  be  given  of  the  time 
and  place  of  such  meeting,  In  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer,  and  in  one  of  the  newspapers  printed  io 
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9M€h  of  ihe  eitles  of  New  York,  Philadelphhi,  and 
Baltimore,  in  foi}r  soceeuire  weeks,  the  last  time 
at  least  thirty  days  before  ihe  day  of  holding  the 
said  general  meetinr.  And  if  at  such  general 
meeting,  ttie  stockholders  present,  hj  tbemselTes 
or  legal  representatiTes,  shall  determine  to  rebaiW 
the  bridge  at  or  near  the  little  falls  of  the  river 
Potomac,  (ibr  the  purpose  of  erecting  which  ori- 
ginally was  the  object  of  their  incorporation,)  the 
holderv  of  two-thirds  of  the  stpbkff  represented  at 
that  meeting  eoncarring,  then  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  directors  of  said  company,  or  any 
two  of  them,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered,  to 
assess  upon  and  collect,  from  the  stockholders  of 
the  said  company,  soch  sum  and  sums  of  money, 
as  shall  be  necessary  to  psy  its  debts  ^already  in- 
curred, and  to  rebuild,  make  and  keep  in  repair 
the  said  bridge,  together  with  the.  road  leading 
thereto  from  Oeorffetown:  Prqnrided,  That  the 
whole  amount  of  such  assessments  shall  not  eioeed 
twenty-five  dollars  on  each  share  in  the  stock  of 
aatd  company.  And  any  such  assessment  and 
asaessments,  the  said  directors  shall  giwe  public 
notice  to  the  said  stockholders,  by  advertising  Hit 
same  in  the  newspapers  aforesaid;  and' the  sum 
and  sums  which  shall,  be  so  assesaed,  the  said 
stockholders  are  hereby  required-  to  pay  te-  the 
said  directors,  within  sixty  days  after  such  notice ; 
and  on  failure  thereof,  for  the  space  of  thirty  davs; 
after  the  expiration  of  the  said  sixty  days,  the 
said  directors,  or  any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  sell  this  share  or  shares  of  my  and 
every  delinquent  stockholder ;  every  such  sale  to 
be  made  at  public  auction  in  Georgetown  afore- 
said, on  the  day  specified  in  said  advertisement: 
Provided,  That  no  more  shares  shall  be  sold  than 
shall  be  deemed  necessary  to  levy  the^um  and 
saros  of  money  which  shall  be  assessed  as  afore- 
said ;  and  that  the  surplus,  if  any,  arising  on  any 
such  sales,  shall  by  the  directors  aforesaid,  be  de- 
posited in  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  for  the  use  of 
the  owner  or  owners  of  the  share  or  shares  so  sold. 
And  the  said  directors,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall 
transfer  on  the  books  of  the  said  company,  to  the 
purchaser  or  purchasers,  the  share  or  shares  so 
eold,  and'if  demanded  give  a  certificate  or  certifi- 
cates thereof,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  which 
shall  secure  to  such  purchaser,  or  purchasers,  a 
ralfd  title  to  the  same. 
Approved  February  32, 1611. 


to  the  United  States  by  the  Cherokee  and  CM- 
asaw  Indians,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  a  tnet 
of  land  lying  in  a  regular  square,  and  coaiaioiBf 
SIX  hundred  and  fortv  acres,  whieh  has  or  atf 
be  fixed  on  as  a  site  for  the  lawa  of  Polaski,  is 
aforesaid,  at  the  same  price  and  on  the  same  tersi 
and  conditions  of  payment  as  are  proFidcd  v«k 
respect  to  the  other  public  lands  sold  at  pfirste 
sale  at  the. said  ofllce;  and,  on  completing  tbt 
payment  of  the  purchase  money,  a  patents^ 
be  {^ranted  therefor  to  the  said  eoanDiaaiooen  a&d 
th^ir  successors  in  office,  in  trust,  for  the  o»e  of 
the  said  county  of  Qiles,  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  tk 
commissioners  appointed  by  an  act  of  the  Legb- 
latore  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  to  fix  on  a  proper 
site  for  the  permanent  seat  of  government  for 
the  said  Territory,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  aa- 
thorized,  and  their  successors  in  otfice,  au  sooa  ta 
the  ttarveya  under  the  authority  of  the  Vnivd 
Siaes  shall  have  been  made  of  the  lands  whicl 
they  shall  select,  and  on  ^educing  a  receipt  fns 
the  receiver  of  public  moneys,  for  at  least  oaf- 
twentieth  part  of  the  purchase  mQoey,  to  ester 
with  the  register  of  the  land.odiee  for  thedioiet 
in  which  the  land  lies,  any  four  quarter  ccetioas 
of  land  adjoining  to  each  other,  which  hare  aot 
be^n  reserved  by  any  former  act  of  Coagresi)aa4 
which  the  aaid  commissioners  may  aelccr  and  £x 
on  as  a  site  for  the  permanent  aeac  of  gorera- 
meat  for  the  said'  Territory,  and  payment  shall 
be  made  therefor  at  the  same  price,  and  oa  the 
same  terras  and  conditions,  as  are  provided  ia  re- 
spect to  the  other  public  lands  sold  at  prirate  uk 
in  die  same  dtatrict;  and  on  com  piecing  the  ptf- 
ment  of  the  purchase  money,  a  patent  shall  be 
granted  therefor  to  the  said  comntssioners  aai 
their  successors  in  office,  in  trust  for  the  use  d 
said  Territory,  fbr  the  purpose  aforeaaid. 

Approved,  Febraary  25, 1811. 


Aa  Act  providing  fbr  the  sale  of  a  traet  of  land  lyiag 
in  tho  Bute  ol  Tennessee,  and  a  tract  in  the  Indi- 
ana Territory. 

Be  ii  enaciedf  f  c,  That  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  an  act  of  the  JUegislature  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  passed  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 
November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine, 
to  fix  on  a  site  for  the  town  of  Pulaski,  in  the 
county  of  Qiles,  and  State  aforesaid,  and  their 
successors  in  office,  be  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized, on  producing  a  receipt  from  the  receiver 
of  public  moneys  for  at  least  one-twenlieth  part 
of  the  purchase  money,  to  enter  with  the  register 
of  the  land  office,  established  for  the  lands  ceded 
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An  Act  providing  lor  the  lemovnl  of  the  land 
eotabliohed  at  Nashville,  in  the  Slate  of  Ti 
and  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio ;  and  lo 
the  register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  to 
intend  the  public  sales  of  land  in  the  djatiict 
Pearl  liver. 

Be  it  enacUd,  ^  That  the  President  of  tke 
United  States*  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  anthorizedto 
remove  the  land  office  established  for  the  sale  d 
the  public  lands  ceded  to  the  United  Slates  by  tte 
Cherokee  and  Chickasaw  Indiana  ta  the  llisH>> 
sippi  Territory,  from  Nashville,  to  such  place 
within  the  district  for  which  it  waa  eatablisbid 
as  he  may  judge  most  proper ;  and  to/removeihe 
land  office  from  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  ta 
some  suitable  place  within  the  district  for  which 
it  was  establisned. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaetedy  That  the 
public  sales  of  the  public  lands,  in  the  diarict 
east  of  Pearl  river,  in  •  the  Mississippi  Tcrritoij, 
and,  also,  in  the  district  of  Kaskaakia,  in  the  llli* 
nois  Territory,  be  conducted  under  the  supeiia- 
tendeiice  alone  of  the  register  aad  receiver  d 
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Hiblie  mooefs/or  tliemd  dittriets,  whotre  here- 
ly  Bothoriied  and  empowered  to  aaperiQteod  the 
ame.  io  tbehr  respective  districts,  tiif  law  to  the 
tooirarirnoiwitbatanding;  aod  they  sbail  receive 
he  corapensatioD'  protided  by  law  for  the  super- 
Dtendents  of  public  sales  in  the  districts  lUbre- 
aid.. 

S^.3.  And  he  U  further  enacUd,  That,  if  any 
ract  of  the  public  laad:i  which  hi^  been  sold,  or 
nay  hereafter  be  sold,  io.aoy  State  or  Territorv 
vbereio  a  land  office  is,  or  may  be  established, 
ind  CD  which  complete  payment  has  not,  or  may 
lot  have  been  made,  within  the  time  prescribed 
)y  law  for  compleiioff  the  same,  and  the  tract 
laf  JDff  been  advertised  for  sale,  agreeably  to  law, 
t  shall  be  lawful  to  offer  the  sanae  for  sale  at  pub- 
ic veDdue^  at  the  time  aod  place  of  the  sitting  of 
he  court  lot  the  county  in  which  the  land  office 
s  kept  for  the  district  to  which  the  tract  belongs, 
whether  the  court  shall  be  denominated  a  court 
»f  quarter  sessions,  or  by  whatever  other  designi* 
ion  it  may  be  known. 

Approved,  February  85, 1811. 


eontiau'ance  therein,  to  be  deducted  from  the  ac« 
count  of  the  United  Slates  with  sOch  officer,  sea- 
ma^,  or  marine ;  and,  in  like  manner,  whea  any 
officer,  seaman,  or  marine,  entitled  to  a  pension, 
shall  be  admitted  into  a  navy  hospital,  such  pen- 
sion, during  his  eontinoance  therein,  shall  be  paid 
to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Hospitals,  and 
deducted  frotn  the  account  of  such  pensioner. 
Approved,  Febraary  86, 1811. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  the  aet»  entitled  *'  An  act  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  cbncerning  Consuls  and  Vico- 
Consnls,"  and  ibr  the  further  protection  of  American 


An  Act  establishing  Navy  Hoepltalf. 

Be  it  enqct^,  fc.,  That  the  money  hereaAer 
lollected  by.  virtue  of  the  act.  entitled  "An  act  in 
iddiiion  to  *An  act  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  dn- 
ibled  seamen,?'  shall  be  paid  to  the  Secretary  of 
he  Navy,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
Secretary  of  War,  for  the  time  being,  ivho  are 
lerel^  appointed  a  board  of  oommisaioners.  by 
be  name  and  style  of  Commissioners  of  Navy 
Hospitals,  which,  together  with  the  sum  of  fifty 
housand  dollars  hereby  appropriated^ out  of  the 
inezpended  balance  of  the  marine  hospital  fund, 
0  be  paid  to  the  eommissioners  aforesaid,  shall 
ionstitote  a  fund  for  navy  hospitals.  < 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enadedy  That  all 
Sues  imposed  on  navy  officers,  seamen  and  mar 
ines,  shall  be  paid  to  the  Commissioners  of  Navy 
flospitals. 

^  S£c.  3.  And  be  it  fiariker  enaei^  Tliat  the 
Commissioners  of  Navy  Hospitals  be,  and  they 
ire  hereby  ajathorized  and  required  to  procure, at 
i  suitable  place  or  places,  proper  sites  for  navy 
lospiuk,  and  if  the  necessary  buildings  are  not 
irocured  with  the  sile,  to  cause  such  to  be  erected, 
laving  doe  regard  to  ecoaomyt  u>d  giving  pref- 
erence to  such  plans  as  with  most  convenience 
Mid  least  cost  will  admit  of  aohsequeot  additional 
IS  the  funds  will  permit,  and  circumstances  re- 
[uire ;  and  the  commiayioners  are  required,  at  one 
if  the  establishments,  to  provide  a  permanent 
usylum  for  disabled  and  decrepit  navy  officers, 
eaooen  and  marines. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
^ecretftry  of  the  Navy  Be  authorized  and  rei^uired 
o  prepare  the  necessar|r  rules  and  regulations  for 
ihe  government  of  the  tostitutioo,  and  report  the 
wme  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  mutSedf  That,  when 
my  navy  officer,  seaman,  or  marine,  shall  be  ad* 
nitted  into  a  navy  hoapital,  thai  the  institution 
ihali  be  aUowed  one  ration  per  day  duhng  his 


Be  it  ennctedy  ^.,  That  in  all  cases  where  dis- 
tressed mariners  and  seamen  of  the  United  States 
have  been  transported  from  foreign  ports  where 
there  was  no  consul,  vice-consul,  commercial 
agent,  or  vice-commercial  agent,  of  the  United 
States,  to  ports  of  the  United  States;  and  in  all 
eases  where  they  shall  hereafter  be  s6  transport- 
ed, there  sKall  be  allowed  to  the  master  or  owner 
of  each  vessel,  io  which  they  shall  or  may  have 
been  transported,  such  reasonable  compensation, 
in  addition  tQ  the  allowance  now  fixed  by  law, 
as  shall  be  deemed  equilable  to  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury. 

Approved,  Febraary  88, 1811. 


Au  Acl  sappknuehtaiy  to  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
concerning  the  commercial  intercoone  between  the 
United  States  and  Ovsat  Britain  and  France,  and 
thehr  dependendea,  and  for^other  purposes." 

Be  itiBTUMctedj  ^.,  That  no  vessel,  owned  whol* 
ly  by  a  citizei^  or  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
which  shall  have  departed  from  a  British  port 
prior  to  thf  second  day  of^Februiry,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eleven,  and  no  merchandise, 
owned  wholly  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  imported  in  such  vessel,  shall  be  liable 
to  seizure  or  lorfeiiare,  on  account  of  any  infrae- 
tion,  or  presumed  infraction,  of  the  provisions  of 
the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted,  That,  in  . 
case  Great  Britain  ahati  so  revoke  or  modify  her 
edicts,  as  that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  nea« 
tral  commerce  of '  the  United  States,  the  Presi* 
dent  shall  declare  the  faot  by  prochimation ;  and 
such  proclamation  shatt  be  admitted  as  evidence,, 
and  no  other  evidence  shall  be  admitted  of  such 
revocation  6t  modification  in  any  soit  6r  prose* 
cution  which  may  be  instituted  under  the  rourth 
section  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supple- 
ment. .  And  tht  resfrietions  imposed,  or  which 
may  be  imposed,  by  virtue  of  the  said  act,  shall, 
from  the  date  of  auch  proclamation,  cease  and  be 
discontinued. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  until 
the  proclamation  aforesaid  shall  have  b€«n  is- 
sued, the  several  provisions  of  the  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  and 
eighteenth  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  *^An  act  to 
interdict  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Brittin  and  France  and 
their  dependencies,  and  for  Other  purposes,"  shall 
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htre  full  force,  atfd  be  hnmedimtelr  carried,  i^to 
efiect  agaisftt  Qreat  Britain,  her  eofooies.  and  de** 
peodeneies:  Providedt  however^  That  aoy  yetsei 
or  merchandise  which  mar,  in  purm»Dce  there- 
of, be  seized,  prior  to  the  fact  being  ascertained, 
waetfaer  Qreat  Britain  sh^lU  on  or  before  the 
fteoond  day  of  Febrnarf,  one  thousand  eight  hon- 
dred  and  eleven,  have  revoked  or  modified  her 
edicts  in  the  manner  abo?e->mentioned|  shall, nev- 
ertheless, be  restored  on  application  of  the  par- 
ties, on  their  giving-  bond,  with  approved  sure- 
ties, to  the  United  States,  in  a  sum  eq^dal  to  the 
value  thereof,  to  abide  the  decision  of  the  proper 
court  of  the  United  States  thereon ;  and  any  such 
bond  shall  be  considered  as  satisfied,  if  Great 
Britain  shall,  on  or  before  the  second  day  of  .Feb- 
ruary^ one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven, 
have  revoked  or  modified  her  edicts  in  the  man- 
ner above-mentioned :  Provided^  also,  That  noth- 
ing herein  contained  shaU  jbe  construed  to  affect 
anv  ships  or  vessels  whoUy  owned  by  a  citizen  or 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  which  had  cleared 
out  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  for  any  port 
beyond  the  same,  priojr  to  the  tenth  day  of  No- 
vember, one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  ten. 
Approved,  March  2, 1811,    . . 


An  Act  for  establiihlBg  trading  luHisee  with  the  Indian 

tribes. 

Be  a  enacted,  fc.,  That  it  sbal)  beiawlbl  far 
Ihe  President  ot  ihe  United  States  to  establish 
trading  houses  at  snch  ports  and  places  on  'Ihe 
frontiel^)  or  in  the  Indian  cotHitry,  on  either  or 
both  sides  of  the  Mississippi  river^  as  be  shall 
judge  most  convenient,  for  t^be  purpose  of  carry* 
ing  on  a  liberal  trade  with  the  several  Indian  na* 
lions,  within  the  United  States  or  their' terri* 
lories. 

Sec  2.  And  be  U  Juriher  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  author* 
ized  to  appoint  a  Superintendent  of  Indian  trade, 
ivhose  dnty  it  shall  be  to  purchase  and  lake  charge 
of  all  goods  intended  for  trade  with  the  Indian 
oatioBs,  aforesaid,  and  to  transmit  the -same  to 
•uch  places  as  he  shall  be  directed  by  the  Presi^ 
dent;  and  he  shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation 
faithfully  \Q  execute  the  trost  committed  to  him, 
and  that  be  will  not  directly  or  indirectly  beeo&'^ 
cernedor  interested  in  any  tra4e^ commerce,  or 
barter,  restricted  by  this  law.  and  except  on  the 
public  account;  and  he  shall  also  give  bond,  in 
the  penal  sum  of  twenty  thdua^nd  dollars,  with' 
auffipient  security,  to  be.  approved  by  the  oecrer 
lary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Blales,  truly 
and  honestly  to  account  for  all  money,  goods^ 
and  other  property  whatever,  which  shall  oom^ 
into  his  handsi  or  for  which,  in  good  faith,  he 
ought  so  to  account,  and  to  perform  all  the  duties 
required  of  him  bjr  this  act;  and  he  shall  render 
to  the  Secreury  or  the  Treasury  a  quarter  yearly 
«ccount  of  all  his  receipts  and  expenditurea  of 
cash,  purchases,  and  transmittals  of  goods  for  the 
Indian  trade,  to  be  settled  and  adjusted  hy  the 
aceounting  ofiker  of  the  Treasury,  as  other  pub* 
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Baca.  Andbeitfiaiheremuieiyl^x'kh' 
perintendent  of  Indian  trade  ahaU  reedTcttn- 
noal  salary  of  two  thousand  doiltrs,  ^y^ 

Suarter  yearly,  at  the.  Treasury  of  the  Umi( 
States. 

Sfic.  4w  And  he  U  Jkrfker  enaetid.  Tint  tb* 
President  of  the  United  Slates  shall  be«Blk^ 
ixed  to  appoint  an  agent,  atid,  when  besbtlldeeiB 
it  pt'Oper,  an  assistant  Agent,  for  etch  mdi^ 
house  establishment)  established  oader  tbeprari- 
ions  of  this  aet ;  and  every  such  ageot  sod  irat* 
ant  agent  shall  give  bond,  vith  smcieni  seciri' 
ty,  in  such  sum  as  the  President  shall  direeuniiT 
and  honestly  to  account  for  nil  the  tnoney.  goo^ 
and  other  property  whatever,  which  shsil  n« 
into  his  hands,  and  -for  Which  he  oo^t  so  d 
acoeiMit :  and  to  perform  alt  the  dmici  Ri|QiRii 
of  him/  by  this  act ;  and  shall  take  in  oKh  e 
affirmation  faithfully  to  execute  the  trwt  coa- 
mitted  to  him  ;  and  that  he  will  not  direetlf « 
indirectly  be  concerned  orinterested  is  toy  iniit 
commerce,  or  barter,  but  on  the  public  iceoooi 

Sec.  5.  Andbe.itfurthertnaded,Tiimiita^ 
be  the  duty  of  each  of  the  said  agents  to  reccinL 
from;  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  trade, ifiJis- 
pose  of  in  trade  with  the  Indian  natfoDii^ 
said, sUch  goods  as  maybe  transmitted (9 tea 
by  the  superintendent,  to  be  received  aoddbpi^d 
of  As  aforesaid,  according  to  the  roles  sodoHtn 
which  the  President  of  the  United  Snrts  skill 
prescribe;  and  he  shall  render  anaceeiat,93ar- 
ter  yearly,.to  the  Superintendent  of  IodiiBrn^< 
ef  all  money,  ^oods,  and  other  pmpeftfvte^ 
ever,  which  slwll  be  transmitted  to  hin,«fviiKh 
shall  Come  into  his  hands,  or  for  whieb.  ia  fcod 
faith,  he  ought  to  account;  and  he  shall (nfis- 
mil  dilplicaies  of  his  accounls  to  the  Serrfttrf 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  6.  Afid  be  U  ftiHher  enacted,  Tbat  iltf 
Superintendent  of  Iikdian  t^de,  the  ageois,  or tkeit 
clerks,  or  other  persons  employed  hy  then,  shil 
not  be,  direotly  or  indirectly,  eoneerned  or  isiff; 
ested  in  carrying  on  trade  or  commerce  to  isf^ 
the  |nods  or  vrti^tts  bon^ht  for,  or  rapplted  to.  or 
neeived  froib  the  Indiana,  or  shall  be  o"^^-^ 
trhole  or  io'  part,  of  any  sea  v!e«el,  er  sbttl  tw 
orapplf  to  hie  or.  their  use  any  gain  or  tm- 
meat  for  aegotiaiiDg  or  traasactiag  tDj  ^^^ 
in  the  Indian  department,  other  than  what  sbt!' 
be  dlotved  by.  law;  and  that  the  said  agnts.t^* 
iFisMmt  agents,  or  any  persons  emplc^ed  ^  th^ 
shall  ijot  be  directly  or  indirectly  eoncerned « 
interested  ia  carrying  on  the  business  of  tnde<| 
eommeree,  on  their  own  or  a*y  other  than  v 
public  account,  or  late  or  apply  tohisorthnri^ 
any  eaDokraient  or  gain  for  njrgotlatiog  aojr$^ 
business,  during  their-  appointment,  ^^^^ 
employment,  respectively,  other  than  protiw"! 
this  act,  or  excepting  for  and  oa  aecouot  (xv» 
United  States;  and  if  anf  soch  persons  sh^ 
oUbad  against  any  of  the  prohibitiofls  aforesa^ 
he  shall  be  deemed  gtiilty  of  a  mtadeffleai»'r.f^ 
shall,  upon  coniflctfon  thereof,  forfeit  to  (be  noi{^ 
States  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thmisaod  dollar 
and  shall  he  removed  from' such  (Office,  a^ocf.^ 
employaaent,  and  i9Mum  thefeafter  be  ioeipii* 
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\  holdiog  tof  office  uoder  the  United,  Slates: 
'rovided,  1? bat  if  any  person,  other  than  t  public 
rosecutor,  shall  give  information  of  any  such 
Senee  upon  which  a  prosecution  apd  conviction 
)ali  be  bad,  one-half  of  the  aforesaid  penalty, 
hen  recovered,  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  person 
iviog  such  information:  And  provided,  cUmo^ 
hat  if  such  misdemeanor  be  committed  by  the 
uperintendent  of  Indian  t;«de.  or  by  any  agent 
r  assistant  agent^it  shnll  be  deemed  a  breach*  of 
le  condition  of  his  bond,  and  the  penalty  tber^f 
lay  be  recovered  in  any  court  having  competent 
irisdiction  of  the  same. 

Sec,  7.  And  be  U  furihex  enacted^  That  the 
rices  of  goods  supplied  to,  and  to  be  paid  for  by, 
le  Indians,  shall  be  regulated  in  such  manner, 
lat  the  capital  >Btock  Turni^thed  by  ^e  United 
lates  shall  not  be  diminished. 

S£c.  8.  And  be  it/urther  enacted^  That  if  any 
zeni  orageots,  their  clerks,  or  other  person  en)- 
loyed  by  them,  shall  purchase  or  receive  from 
oy  Indian,  in  the  way  of  trade  or  bpfter,  any 
ao,  or  other  article  jconimonly  used  in  hunting, 
ny  instrument  of  hufbandry  or  cooking  uiensji, 
ftbe  kind  usually  obtained  by  Ii^dians  in  their 
uercourse  with  white  people,  or  any  article  of 
lothing,  exceptinp;  skios  or  t'lirs,  he  or  they  shall, 
sspectively,  forfeit  the  sirai  of  one  handred  dol- 
irs  for  each  offence,  to  be  reeorered  by  action  of 
ebt,  JQ  the  name  and  to  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  ID  any  court  hnving'  jurifdic(iott  in  like, 
ases:  Prittrided^  That  no  suit  shall  b^  com^ 
lenced,  except  in  the.  State  or  Territory  wiihia 
rhich  the  cause  of  aetioa  shall  have  arisen^  or  in 
rhtch  the  defendant  nMiy  reside;  and  it  shall  he 
le  duty  of  the.  Superintendent  of  lodlan  trade, or 
f  the  Superinteiidents  of  Indian  affairs,  and  their 
eputies,  respectivelv,  to  whom  infor^natipa  of 
very  such  offence  shall  be  giveo,  to  collect  the. 
eqaistte  evidence,  if  attainable,  ao  prbsecnte  the 
fender  without  delay. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  i$  Jur&er  enacted.  That  the 
oods  requisite  for  annuities  to  the  Indian  natiooe 
rithia  the  United  Statea«  all^d  the  Territories 
iiereof,  and  for  treaties  with  ibem^  and  for  ft»- 
nto  to  be  made  liiem  at  th^  Seat  of  Goyernmeat, 
r  elsewhere^  shall  heaceforward  be  purchased 
od  transmitted  to  the  proper  posts  and  places,  jby 
lie  Superiatendea^  of  Indian  trade,  npoo  orders 
rom  the  Departmeat  of  War,  aad  the  accounts 
berefor  shall  be  rendered  to  the  War  Department. 

8ec.  10,  Andheii  further  enacted^  That,  during 
ie  eontinuanee  of  this  act,  the  annual  suin  of 
vo  thousand  dollars  for  the  payment  of  the  nali^ry 
f  the  Super! nteadeat  of  Indian  trade,  and  the 
anual  sum  of  two. thousand  five  hundred  cKiliars 
)r  the  payment  of  the  clerks  in  his  officci  fin- 
Indiog  the  earn  of  cifffat  hundred  dollass.  aillowed 
»  an  additional  clerk  by  the  act  paasea  an  the 
irenty-sixth  day  of  Pebraary,one  thousand  eight 
ondred  and  ten,)  are  hereby  apptopviated,  te  be 
aid  out  of  any  money' in  the  Treasurv  of -the 
Waited  States  ndt  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec«11.  ^fi<i6ei^yvrl^rertii«te(i,  That,  during 
be  eootini^ance  of  this  act,  the  President  of  the 
Jolted  States  be,  aa4  he  la  hereby,  authorized  lo 


drawannually  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  a  sum  not  exceeding  fourteen  tl^ousaod 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  applied  un- 
der his  direction  to  the  payment. of  the  agents^ 
assistant  agentsj  aud  olerss  at  the  trading  houses; 
which  agents  shall  be  allowed  to  draw  out  of  the 
public  supplies  two  rations  each,  and  each  clerk 
one  ration  per  day ;  which  rations,  or  auch  pM- 
ments  as  may  he  made  in  lieu  thereof,  by  the 
order  of  the  President,  shall  be  eharge4i'  to  the 
trading  fund;. and  the  President  shall  cause  aa 
annual  report  IQ  be  made  tO' Congress  of  how 
much  of  tne  sum  so  authorized  has  been  drawn, 
and,  in  what  manner  the  same  has  been  applied^ 

Sec.  12.  Aiui  be  ixjuriher  enacted^  That  the 
sura  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  doUans, 
appropriated  by  the  tenth  section  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  estahlishiug  trading  houses  with 
tl^e  lodian  tribes,"  approved  twenty-first  Apr^, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  and  the 
^om  of  fortv  thousand  dollars^appropriated  hythe 
act,  entitled  *^  An  act  supplemei^tal  to  the  act,.en- 
titled  ^An  act  for  estabiishing  trading  houses  wtth 
the  Indian  tribes,''  i^pproved  third  March,  one 
thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  nine,  shall  be  and  re- 
main a  fund  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  traije 
and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  nations,' in  the 
manner  provided  by  this  act,  exclusive  of  <  thn 
salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  and 
of  the  allowances  to  agents,  assistant  agents,  and 
clerks. 

Sao.  13.  And  he  it  further  eMoefed,  That  tc  shall 
be  the  doty  of  said  Superintendent  of  Indtan  trade! 
under  the  direotion  ot  the  Prceideat  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  such  terms  and  eoAditioos  ae  he 
shall  prescribe,  to  cauKe  the  furs  and  pe4trv,:and 
other  articles  aequirednn  trade  with  the  Indian 
nations,  to  be  sold  at  phblie  auction,  in  different 
parts  of  the.United  Siatesj  or  otherwise  disposed 
of,  as  may  be  deemed*  most  advaotageouji  to  the 
United  States 

Sec.  14.  And  be  Ufurther  enacted^  That  if  the 
President  should  deem  it  expedient  to  eetabliah, 
under  the  authority  ol  this  act,  tradiil^  hoosesf  in 
addiiioli  to  the  number  now  in  operatton,  for  the 
putpotea  or  carrying  oa  a  trade  with  the  Inliaa 
tribes  within  the  United  States,  or  their  Territo- 
ries, the  expeiBBes  foe  each  tradina  house  so  estab- 
lished shall  not  exceed  the  foluiwing  sums  of 
moheyv  in  additioa  to  the  appropriations  already 
made  by  this  ant,  vix:  For  the  principal  ageat,  an 
annual  sum,  not  exceeding  one  thousand  doftare; 
for  an  assistant  agent,  if 'necessary,  aa  annoal  ium- 
not  exceeding  five  hQndred.dollars;  to  be  drawn 
by  the  President  out  of  any  moneys  in- the  Treas- 
ury not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sac.  15.  And  be  ttfurlher  enact^  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  AprU  next,  an  act,  eati- 
tled  ^' An  act  for  establishing  trading  houses  with 
the  Indian  tribes,"  approved  on  the  twenty-first  of 
April,  one  thonsand  eight  hundred  and  six,  and 
an  act,  entitled  *' An  act  supplemental  to  the  act, 
entitled  ^Aaactfbr  esuhiishing  trading  houses 
with  the  Indian  tribes,''  approved  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nine,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed; 
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Provided^  That  DolbiDg  herein  eoottined  sbal^ 
be  construed  tp  exonerate  any  persoff  who  shall 
not  have  performed  the  dutf,  or  who  shall  have 
violatpd^any  of  the  prohibitions  contained  in  the 
said  aets,  from  soits  or  pfosecations,  bat  av'  lo^  all 
lx>n<h,  contracts,  debts,  demands,  rights,  penalties, 
punishments,  wnicb  have  been  made,  have  arisen^ 
or  have  incurred,  or  which  shall  be  mide,  arise, 
or  be  incurred,  previons  to  the  first  day  of  April 
Bext,  the  said  acts  shall  h^ve  the  same  force  and 
effect  as  though  thizi  act  had  not  been  passed : 
Provided,  likewige^  That  the  Superintendent  of 
Indian  trade,  the  agents,  assistant  agents, and  other 
^persons  employed  under  the  aforesaid  acts,  shall 
continue  to  hold  their  several  pffices,  appoint- 
ments, and  trusts,  until  otherwise  removed,  any- 
thing herein  contained  that  might  be  construed 
to  the  cotttrarv  notwithstanding;  and  also  t^e 
bonds,  which  they  or  either  of  them  have  given, 
or  mav  give,  for  the  faithful  execution,  of  their 
aeverai  duti^  and  offices,  shall  continue  tp  have 
the  same  force  and  effect,  to  all  tntenu  and  pur- 
poses, as  though  this  act  had^  not  been  passed. . 

8fic.  16.  And  be  Ufmiher  enacted^  That  this 
act  shall  he  in  force,  from  and  after  .the  first  day 
of  April  next,  for  the  term  of  three  years,  and 
from  c hence  ,to  the  end  of  the  session  ot  Congress 
ttext  thereafter,  and  no  longei'. 

Approved,  laarch  S,  1811. 


establish  a  place  in  the  said  district  tabeitefRt 
of  entry;  and  n  collector  shall  be  appoiotedtD 
reside  at  the  said  place* 

Sfic.  4.  And  be  ii  Jwnhir  enaeUd,  Tbtt  k 
President  of  the  United  States  be,aod  he  is  li» 
by.  authorized  to  alter  the  plaoe  which  had  btn- 
tofore  been  designated  to  be  the  port  of  entry  & 
the  district  of  VermonL  aod  to  establish  vKnk 
place  to  be  such  port  or  entry. 

Sec.  '6.  And  be  it  further  emOed,  Thai,  fne 
and  after  the  first  d^y  of  AprH  next,  thenik^ 
tors  of  the.  district  established  by  this  act  vti 
the  coUeeiprs  of  the  districts  of  Venooai,  Ckts 
plilia^  and  Sackett^  Harbor,  and  O»ivcso,  $k 
each  'receive,  in  addition  to  the  fees  aod  eonm' 
sidns  allowed  by  law,^  no -annual  sshrfoflff 
htindred  dollars  a  year ;  and  the  aosoal  sibrf 
heretofore  allowed  to  tlie  collectors  of  the  tbm 
Ust  mentioned  disiricu  shall,  from  aod  after  tk 
said  first  day  of  April,  be  diacoativoed ;  lad  tl« 
surveyor  to  be  appointed  for  the  districcofO>r^ 
ffalchie  shall  receive,  in  addition  tothefRsit- 
fowled  by  law,  a  salary  of  one  hundred  aod  iftf 
dollars  a  year. 

Approved,  March  2^  1911. 


An  Act  to  establish  the  dSstiicts  of  Mnmphreymagog, 
of  Oswegatch^,  and  of  the  White  >lo«ntaiBs. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc,  That,  from  and  lifter  the 
first  day  of  April  next,  ail  toat  bart  of  the  State 
of  Vermont,  lying  east  of  Lake  Mumphreymagog, 
<and  including,  also,  all  such  shores  aod  waters  of 
the  said  lake  as  lie  within  the  said  State,  shall 
constitute  a  distriot,  tu  be  ^called  the  district  of 
MumphreyoMgog,  of  which  Derby  shtll  be  the 
sole  port  of  entry ;  and  a  collector  for  the  said 
district  shall  be  appoioMd  to  reside  at  the  said  port 
of  entry. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  fur&ur  enaeted^  That)  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  all  the  shores 
and  waters  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  whtch  lie 
in  the  Sute  of  New  York,  east  of  the  western 
boundary  of  the  county  of  St.  Lawrence,  and 
west  of  the  western  boundary  of  the  colftcction  dis- 
trict of  Champlain,  shall  constitute  a  district  to 
be  called  the  district  of  Oswegatchte,  of  which 
Ogdenburff  shall  be  the  sole  port  df  entry,  and  a 
ctHlector  for  the  said  district  shall  be  appointed 
lo  reside  at  Ogdei|burg.  And  the  President  of 
the  United  States  is  authorised  to  esiahlish  ano- 
ther place  in  the  said  district  to  be  a  port  of  de- 
livery only ;  and  a  surveyor  shall  be  appointed  to 
reside  at  such  port  of  delivery* 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  all 
that  part  of  the  State  ot  New  Hampshire  which 
lies  adjacent  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  north  of  lorty*fnor  degrees  thirty 
mthutes  north  laiiiude,  shall,  from^aod  after  the 
first  day  of  April  next,  constitu|e  a  district  to  be 
called  the  district  of  >*  White  Mountains;''  the 
President  of  the  United  States  is  authorised  to 


An  Act  aatlwrisliig  a  loan  of  moosfj  fer  §  ns  ■■< 
exceeding  five  mUlaons  of  doUan. 

Be  a -enacted,  fc,  That  the  PmideBi«f  ik 
United  States  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  empovmtf  m 
borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  United  Sa^io" 
not  exceeding  five  tnillion  of  dollars,  ait  nit « 
interest,  payable  qoartei^yearly,  not  off^ 
six  per  centum  per  aniiom,  and  reimbonawit 
the  pleasure  of  the  United  States,  or  at  sick  F^ 
rioda  as  mey  be  atlpulated  by  contract,  aot  ci- 
ceedingsix  years  from  the  first  day  of  Jtfttrf 
next;  to  be  applied,  in  addition  to  the  bokT 
now  in  the  Treasury,  or  which  may  be  rcccim 
therein  from  other  sources  during  the  pien< 
year,  to  defray  any  of' the  public  expeosesvkic^ 
are  or  may  be  authorised  by  law.  The  ^ 
thereby  created  shall  he  transferable  in  the  |tf» 
manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  mmtt^ 
the  funded  debt:  Anditiejurtkerkm^ 
dared,  That  it  shall  be  deemed  a  good  excefltia 
of  the  said  power  to  borrow,  for  the  Seciea^" 
the  Treasury^  with  the  approbation  of  the  rif^ 
iiient  of  the  United  States,  to  cause  to  becos^ 
tttted  certificates  of  stock,  signed  ^y  the  Refi^ 
of  the  Treasury,  or  by  a  eommiasioDer  of  wi^ 
for  the  sum  to  be  borrowed,  or  for  aof  pari  ^ 
of,  bearii|g  an  interest  of  six  per  cent.  P^''^'^ 
transfeiable  and  reimbilrsahlc  as  aforcsaid^i" 
to  cause  the  said  certificates  of  stock  ^  ^^ 
auction,  after  having  given  thirtr  dajrs  g^ 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  soch  talc:  n»' 
ded,'  That  no  mich  stock  be  sold  under  par; 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  furiker  emuied,  TW" 
much  of  the  funds  constituting  the  aoDQutPF 
priation  cHT  eight  millioas  of  dollars,  for  toe  W' 
ment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  thepav^ 
debt,of  the  United  Sutes,  as  may  be  wioim^ 
that  purpose,  is  hereby  pledged  aad  appij^P^^ 
for.  the  payment  of  the  imacca^  and  for  (be  ror 
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arseroent  of  the  priocipal  of  the  stpck.  Which 
lay  be  created  by  virtue  of  this  act.  It  shall 
ccordin^'ly  be  the  duty  of  the  Gommissioners  of 
16  Sinking  Fund  to  cause  to  be  applied  and  paid 
Dt  of  the  said  fund  yearly,  and  every  year,  such 
am  and  satns  as  may  be  annually  wanted  to  dis- 
harge  the  interest  accruini^  on  the  said  stock, 
nd  to  reimborse  the  principal,  as  the  same  shall 
ecorne  due,  and  may  be  discharged  in  conform- 
;y  with  the  terms  of  the  loan ;  and  they  are  fur- 
ler  authorized  to  apply,  from  time  to  time,  such 
am  or  sums  out  of  said  fund,  as  they  may  think 
roper,  towards  redeeming  by  purchase,  and  at  a 
rice  not  above  pan  the  principal  of  the  said  stock, 
r  any  part  thereof.'  And  the  faith  of  the  United 
itates  is  herebv '  pledged  to  entablfsh  suflScient 
ivenues  for  Diasing  up  any  deficiency  that  may 
ereaAer  take  place  i&  the  funds  hereby  a ppro- 
riated  for  payinff  the  said  interest  and  priocipal 
ims,  or  ajiy  of  them,  in  manner  aforesaid. 
Approved,  March  2, 1811. 


n  Act  to  annex  a  part  of  the  Slate  of  New  Jeraey 
to  the  coDeclion  district  of  New  York ;  to  remove 
the  office  of  .OoUeetor  of  Niagara  to  JLewistown ;  to 
make  Gape  8t  Vincent,  in  the  district  of  Sackett's 
Haibor,  a  pOM  of  delivery  ;  and  oot  of  the  distridi 
of  l^ami  and  MiariMippi  to  make  two  new  districta, 
to  be  called  the  districts  of  dandusky  and  Teehe; 
and  ibr  other  ptnrpoiea. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  all  that  pah  of  the 

Itate  of  Neii^  Jersey,  which  lies  north  and  east 

f  Elizabelhtown  and  Stateo  Island,  be,  and  the 

ime  is  hereby,  annexed  to  the  district  of  New 

''ork ;  that  an  assistant  collector;  to  be  appointed 

od  commissioned  by  the  President  of  the  United 

ttates,  shall  reside  at  the  town  of  Jersey,  who 

lall  bare  power  to  enter  and  clear  vessels  in 

ke  manner  as  the  collector  of  New  York  is  au- 

lorized  by  law  to  do ;  but  such  assistant  collec* 

It  shall  nerertheless  act  in  conformity  to  such 

tstructions  and  regulations  as  he  shall  from  time 

I  time  receive  from  the  collector  of  New  York ; 

id  that  the  said  assistant  collector  shall  receive 

r  his  annual  salary  one  thousand  dollars,  in  Aill 

r  all  services  to  be  by  him  performed,  and  in 

!U  of  commissions  and  fees. 

8ec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all 

at  part  of  the  Miama  district,  lying  east  of  the 

pstern  cape  of  Sandusky  bay,  shall  be  a  district, 

be  called  the  district  of  Sandusky ;  and  the 

esident  is  hereby  authorized  to  designate  such 

ice,  in  the  district  of  Sanduskv,  as  he  shall 

dffe  expedient,  to  be  the  port  of  entry  of  the 

id  district ;  and  a  collector  for  the  said  district 

all  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  the  port  of  entry. 

8eg.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  Cane 

lucent,  in  the  district  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  shall, 

om  and  after  the  thirtv-first  day  of  May  next, 

^  a  port  of  deliverer  only  ;  and  a  surveyor  shall 

f  appointed,  to  reside  at  the  said  port. 

8ec.  4.   And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 

Elector's  oflSee  shall,  ^fter  the  thirty-first  day  of 

by  next,  be  removed  from  Fort  Niagara  to 


future  be  the  residence  of  the  collector  \  and  also, 
(hat  the  office  of  the  collector  of  the  customs,  for 
the  district  of  Buffalo  creek,  shall  be  kept  at 
such  place  or  places  in  the  town  of  Buffalo, 
as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  de- 
signate. 

'  Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  ships 
or  vessels,  arriving  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
Majr  next  from  the  Gape  of  GK)od  Hope,  or  from 
any  place  beyond  the  same,  shall  be  admitted  to 
make  entry  at  Plymouth  and  Nantucket,  ports  of 
entry  in  the;  State  of  Massachusetts. 

Sec.  6.  And  l^e  it  Jurther  enacted^  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  May  next,  Banffor,  in 
the  district  of  Penobscot,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  made,  a 
port  of  delivery,  to  be  annexed  to  the  district  of 
Penobscot ;  and  that  a  surveyor  be  apjpointed.  to 
reside  at  the  said  port  of  delivery. 
r  Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all 
that  part  of  the  colleciion  district  of  Mississippi 
whicn  includes  the  waters  of  the  river  Techei 
mud  all  the  shores,  bays,  aiid  rivers,  west  of  the 
AtchafaUya,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  estab* 
lished  as  a  new  distriot,  to  be  called  the  district 
of  Tcche ;  that  Nova  Iberia  be  the  port  of  eotrv 
for  the  same ;  and .  that  a  collector  be  appointed| 
to  reside  at  the  port  of  entry. 

Sbo.  8.  And  be  H further  enacted,  That  a  sur- 
veyor be  appointed  to  reside  at  or  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Rappahannock  river,  at  such  place  as  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  designate. 

Sec.  9..  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
several  collectors  and  surveyors  who  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  \/hose  salaries 
are  not  ^ted  by  a  preceding  section,  shall,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  fees  and  commissions  authorized  by 
law,  receive  res^ctively  the  same  annual  salary 
which,  by  law,  is  allowed  to  the  collectors  and 
surveyors  of  the  districts  bordering  on  Lake 
Brie. 

Approved,  March  2^  1811. 


An  Act  to  extend  the  time  for  completing  the  Third 
CehsuSf  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  assistants  in  the 
several  States  anu  Territories  for  Which  returns 
have  not  been  completed,  have  until  the  first  Mon- 
day  of  June  next,  to  make  their  returns  to  the 
marshals  and  secretaries ;  and  that  the  marshals 
and  secretaries  have  until  the  first  Monday  of  July 
next,  to  make  and  file  their  returns  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  any  law. to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Approved,  March  2, 1811. 


An  Act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  passed. the  .twelfth  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  &d  foar,  *<  estab- 
lishing the  fees  of  the  harbor  master  and  health  offi- 
cer of  the  ports  of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's." 


,    Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress be  and  hereby  is  granted  and  declared  to  the 
ewistowB,  whieh'  last  mentioned  place  shall  in  I  operation  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Gteorgia, 
lltb  Coai.  Sd  Ssss.     ^ 
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passed  the  twelfth  of  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundfed  and  four,  establishiDg  the  fees  of 
the  harbor  roaster  and  health  officer  of  the  ports 
of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this 
act  shall  be  in  force  for  one  year,  and  no  longer. 

Approred,  March  2, 1811. 

An  Act  to  erect  a  light-house  on  Boon  islaiid  m*  the 
State  of  Maasachusetta,  to  place  baors  off  Cape 
Fear  river,  end  to  erect  a  beacon  at  New  Inlet^  in 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  to  place  buoys. at 
.  the  entrance  of  the  hurbor  of  Bdgartown,  and  to 
erect  a  column  of  stone  on  Cfape  Eiizabethy  and  to 
complete  the  beacons  and  buojrs  at  the  entrance  of 
Beverly  harbor,  in  the  State  of  Massaohuselts. 

Be  it  enacted,  #c.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  on  being 
satisfied  that  Boon  island,  in  the  district  of  Maine, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusettid,  is  a  fit  and  eligible 
aite  for  a  light-house,  and  ,that  one  ought  to  be 
erected  thereon,  to  cause  a  lisht- house  to  be  hutlt 
on  the  said  island :  Provided,  That  the  Legisla* 
tare  pf  Massachusetts  shall  vest  the  property  of 
Ih^satd  island  in  the  United  States,  and  jcede  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  same. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  herebjr 
directed,  to  cause  buoys  to  oe  placed  at  ornear  the 
main  bar,  and  New  Inlet  bar  off  Oape  Fear;. and 
also  to  cause  to  be  erected  a  beacon  on  a  point  of 
land  near  New  Inlet,  in  the  Sute  of  North  Car- 
olina. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of^  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  cause  such  buoys  as  he  shall  deem 
necessary,  to  he  placed  at  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bor of  Edgartown,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  itfuHher  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  to  be  erected  a  column  of  stone,  as  a  beacon, 
on  Cape  Elizabeth,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
of  sucn  form  and  dimension^  as  he  shall  deem 
neceesary. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
.  following  sums  of  money  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  appropriated  for  the  purposes  herein  men- 
tioned, to  wit :  For  the  erection  of  a  light-Jiouse 
on  Boon  island,  three  thousand  dollars ;  for  plac- 
ing buoys  on  the  places  mentioned  off  Cape  Fear 
river,  two  thousand  dollars ;  for  placing  buoys  at 
the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Edgartown,  two 
thousand  dollars ;  for  erecting  a  beacon,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  dollars;  and  for  erecting  a 
column  on  Cape  Elizabeth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars ;  and  for  completing  the  beacons 
-  and  buoys  ordered  to  be  placed  near  the  entrance 
of  BCTerly  harbor,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
the  further  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
Approved,  M^reh  2, 1811.   , 


An  Act  to  extend  the  right  of  sufirage  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  each  and  every  free' 
white  male  person^  )vho  shall  have  attained  the 


age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  who  shall  baTeftiid 
a  county  or  Territorial  tax,  and  wbo  shall  W<! 
resided  on^  year  in  said  Territory,  previoas  touy 
general  election,  and  be  at  the  time  of  idjt  ixn: 
election  a  resident  of  said  Territory,  shall  be  (a 
titled  to  vote  for  members  of  the  Legislau 
Council  and  House  of  Represeotatires  of  i 
Territorial  Legislature,  and  for  a  Delegate  to i^^ 
Congress  of  the  United  States  for  said  TerritDr^ 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tit 
citizens  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  eatitledto  me 
for  Representatives  to  the  General  Asseoli!: 
thereof;  may,  on  the  third  Monday  of  April  ofxi 
and  on  the  third  Monday  of  A|)ril  bieoDlLli 
thereafter,  (unless  the  General  Assembljof  ^ 
Territory  shall  appoint  a  different  day,)  ek:o» 
Delegate  for  said  Territory  toiheCongres$of:^< 
United  States,  who  shall  possess  the  same  povft: 
heretofojre  granted  by  law  to  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  Tbatw: 
and  every  sheriff  that  now  is  or  hereafter  oty  ^^ 
appointed  in  said  Territory,  who  shall  either  le 
gleet  or  refuse  to  perform  the  duties  reqoirdtf 
^n  act,  entitled  ^*Ao  act  e^ttepding  the  rigbi  c 
suffrage  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for i}[kr 
purposes,'' passed  in  February,  one  thoasaoJt^: 
hundred  and  nine,  shall  be  liable  to  a  pesaiHc: 
one  thousand  dollars,  recoverable  byieiioi&' 
debt,  in  any  court  of  record  within  tbesaidle- 
ritory,  one-half  for  the  uae  of  the  inforBaa^ 
the  other  for  the  use  of  the  Territory. 

Sec.  4«  And  be  it' further  enacUd,  Tha(io) 
person  boldiog,  or  who  may  hereafter  b)ld,iQ] 
office  of  profit  from  the  Governor  of  the  kiiiu 
Territory,  (justices  of  the  peace  aqd  iDilit>ici& 
oers  excepted,)  shall  be  ineligible  to,  aDddi^oa^ 
ified  to  act  as  a  n^ember  of  the  Legislative  Coos 
cil  or  .House  of  Representatives  for  said  T«ic 
tory. 

Ssc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbat  eat 
and  every  sherifl{^  in  each  and  every  eooii|fri^ 
now  is  or  hereafter  may  be  established  ii  ^ 
Territory,  shall  caute  to  be  held  the  eleeuur|^ 
scribed  bf  this  pi^t.  according  to  the  mm 
manner  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  said  Terrir 
and  this  act,  under  th^  penalty  of  ooe  tboiu 
dollars^  to  be  recovered  in  the  maoocraadfu 
oee  pointed  oat  by  the  third .sactioa  of  tbisac^ 

Approved,  Maroh  3,  ISll. 


3 


An  Act  Boaking  appropiialions  for  canying  vi^ 
a  treaty  between  the  United  States  tnd  the 
and  Little  Osage  nations  of  lisdisns,  o(>ncl»H 
Fort  Clarke,  on  the  tenth  dsj  of  Nweoibe ' 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  and  fo 
purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  for  the  pat^^ 
rying  into  effect  a  treaty  betweea  (be  i 
States  and  the  Great  and  Little  Oet^i»<|f 
Indians,  concluded  and  signed  at  Fort  Clan 
the  Missouri,  on  the  tenth  day  of  NoHmbOi 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  ihesaDU 
thousand  dulara  be  and  the  ume  is  beitbf 
preprinted;  and  the  further  .annual  no  ^ 
thouiaod  doUara  to  the  Of  eat  Oaaga  u^ 
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f  five  buBdred  dollars  to  the  Little  Outage  na. 
ion,  to  be  paid  annually  to  the  said  nations  • 
^hich  annaities  shall  be  permanent. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  fwmer  enacted^  That  the 
am  of  sis  faundred  and  eightv  dollars  be,  and  the 
sme  is  hecebv  appropriated,  for  paf  ing  John  En* 
;eQe  Leitzendorfer  tne  sam  allovrad  him  by  the 
ct  passed  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  Febrotry, 
•oe  thousand  eiffht  hundred'and  eleven. 

S£e.  3.  And  oe  it  further  enacted.  That  the* 
everal  sums  appropriated  by  this  act,  snail  be  paid 
ut  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not-  otherwise 
ppropriated. 

Approved,  March  3,  idll. 

in  Act  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Circuit  Court  for  ihe  District  of  Columbia. 

Be  it  enaetedy  ^y  That,  in  addition  to  the 
ompeasatioh  hctetoiore  ntlowed  by  law  to  the 
odgeaof  the  Cirvait  Court  for. the  District  of 
Columbia,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  per 
«num  be  paid  io  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  said 
}ourt,  and  the  sum  ofrfonr  hundred  dollar?' per 
nnum  be  paid  tO'eaeb  of  the  Awiataol  Judges, 
ayable  quarter  yearly ;  the  first  quarterly  pay* 
tent  to  be  made  on  the  first  day  of  April  next. 

Approved,  March  3, 1811. 


An  Act  concerning  Invalid  Pensioners. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
•e  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  place  the  foUow- 
tif  named  persons,  whose  names  have  been  trans- 
Qitted  to  Congress,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  the 
enth  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  six,  on  the 
•ension  lisi.of  invalid  pensioners  of  the  United 
States,  according  to  the  rates,  and  to  commence  at 
he  times  hereinafter  mentioned,  that  is  to  sav : 

James  Trowbridge,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
nd  thirty-three  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 
iie  fifth  day  of  February,  one  thojCksand  eight 
nndred  and  ten. 

Samuel  Mears,  junidrj  at  the  rate  of  two  dol- 
irs  and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  oh 
tie  tenth  day  of  December,  one  thoo^nd  eight 
uodred  and  ten; 

Bbenezer  Brown,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dollars  per 
lonth,  to  commence  onthe  third  day  of  January, 
Be  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

Elisha  Capron,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fty  cents  per  month,  to  cOinmence  oil  tbe  first 
ay  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hondred  and 
m. 

William  WoodruS;  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
er  month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-fourth 
ay  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
pn. 

Levi  Tnttle,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  twen- 
y-five  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
eventh  day  or  January,  one  thousttind  eight  hun- 
Ired  and  eleven. 

Nathaniel  Austin,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
lod  seventy-fite.  cents  per  month,  to  commence 
m  the  tenth  day  of  April,  one  thoosand  eight  hun- 
Ired  and  ten. 

Isaac  Vincent,  at  the  r^te  *  of  five  doUitrs  per 


month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-second  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 

John  Qriggs,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  iaonth,  to  commence  on  the  sev- 
enth dayof  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ten. 

Patrick  Hart,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  Au- 
gust^ oiie  thousand  etghr  hundred  and  ten. 
'  William  Burke,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  tentb 
day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  azid 
eight. 

John  tiong,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  jpn.    .  ^ 

Vincent  Tapp,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cent^  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  sixth 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ten. 

James  Batson,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  per 
month,  to  comnlence  on  the  thirteenth  day  of 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ele* 
ven. 

John  Brown,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to'  commenpe  on  the  first 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ten. 

Jaities  Campin,  at  the  rate  of  thirteen  dollars 
thirty-three  and  one  third  cents  per  month,  to  coni* 
meoce  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

Samuel  Wells,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents  per  month  to  commence  on  the 
twenty-second  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight' 
hundred  and  seven. 

Daniel  Mcftldufi'jat  the  rate  of  thirteen  dollars 
and  thirty-three  cents  per  month,  to  commence 
on  the  twenty-first  day  of  July,  one  thousand' 
eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

£dward  Miller,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  eoipmence  on  the  third  day  of  Mfay, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

Daniel  Fielding,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
atid  thirty-three  cents  per  month,  to  commence* 
on  the  nineteenth  of  September,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nine. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itJFuHher  enacted^  That  the 
pensions  of  the  following  persons,  already  placed 
on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  whose 
claims  for  an  increase  of  pension  have  beet^  trans- 
mitted to  Congress,  pursuant  to  the  act  aforesaid, 
be  increased  to  the  sums  herein  respectively  an- 
nexed to  their  names ;  the  said  increase  to  com- 
mence at  the  times  hereinafter  mentioned,  that  is 
to  say: 

John  Lincoln,  three  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence pn  the  fifteenth  day.of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ten.  < 

Dan  Culver,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  tenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ten. 

Joseph  Whitlemore.  ten  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  twelfth  day  of  May  one  thou* 
*  aaad  eight  huadred  and  nine. 
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Peter  l^emmeowaT,  five  dollars  per  inoD(fa,  to 
commence  on  (he  eignih  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  huniJred  and  ten.  .. 

Benjamin  Mastic,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  eleventh  day  of  May,  one  thou-  ■ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

EHsha  Rice,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ten. 

William  Bailey,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  third  day  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hxindred  and  ten. 

Jared  Knapp,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  nineteenth  day  of  Norember,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 

Solomon  Reynolds,  Eve  dollars  pec  inonth,  to 
commence  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  laouary^  one 
thousand  eiaht  hundred  and  eleveh. 

Samuel  Loom  is,  three  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  seventh 
day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eleven, 

Eleazer  Hudson,  three  dolhrs  and  seventy-fiv^ 
cents  permo^ih,  ta-commence  on  the  fifteenth  day 
of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eleven. 

JobBartram,  fifteen  dollars  per  month,  to  cbmr 
mence  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  October,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

George  SheM,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  nineteenth  day  of  December,  one 
Uiousand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 

Isaac  Richards,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 

James  Patton,  thirteen  dollars  and  thirty-three ' 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  sixth  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 

Robert  Coddington,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  a'lxih  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ten. 

Isaac  Cotbeall,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  sixth  day  of  March,  one  thousaiid 
eight  hundred  and  ten. 

Seybert  Qdam,  five  dollars  per  month; to  com- 
mence on  the  twentyoseventh  day  of  October,  one 
thousand  eisht  hundred  and  ten. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  John 
Calhoun  be  placed  on  the  said  pension  list,  at  the 
rate  of  fifteen  dollars  per  month,  to  commence  on 
the  sixth  day  of  February,  one  thouHind  eight' 
hundred  and  ten;  and  that  Benjamin  Blackburn 
be  placed  on  the  pension  list,  at  the  rate  of  five 
dollars  per  month,  from  the  first  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten.     j 

Sec.  4.  And  be  Ufiaiher  enacted.  That  there 
be  paid,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
Otherwise  appropriated,  to  Abram  Gamble,  of  the 
State  of  Maryland)  who  was  placed  on  the  pen- 
sion list  from  the  eighteenth  day  of  January,  one 
|hott!«nd  eight  hundred  and  ninC}  the  sum  of  fifty- 
three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents/for  arrears  of 
pension  fiom  the  twenty-fifih  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  atid  eighty  when  he  first 
completed  his  testimony  under  an  irregular  com- 
mission, to  the  said  eighuenth  day  of  February, 


one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  niae,  bdi^ta 
months  and  twenty-three  days. 
Approved,  March  3, 1811. 


An  Act  making  Inrther  appropriatiatttto  compldr&e 
.    ibrtiQcalions  cemmenced  for  the  seoiritj  of  the  poa 
and  harbors  of  the  Uoitad  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ifc,^  That  for  the  purpose  of  too- 
plettng  the  fortifications  commreneed  for  the  sees- 
ri'ty  4>f  the  ports,  towns,  and  harbors  of  the  Ueitei 
States,  and  the  Territories  thereof,  there  be.  d 
hereby  is  appropriated  the  sum  of  one  hoadK-i 
and  thirty-one  thousand  and  forty-siz.dolUrs  ui 
thirty  cents,  to  be. paid  oat  oi  any  monefs in tk 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approred,  March  3, 1811. 

An  Act  for  allowing  a  reasonable  ooapsoatioo  to  k 

persons  who  hava  taken  aa  a^eoant  of  tla  am- 

ral  manuj^eUiring  eatabliahmanta  and  mattAum 

Within  the  United  Btatea* 

Be  it  enacted^  fc.  That  the  Secreury  of  tke 

Treaaurv  be^  and  he  hereby  is  aitthoiized  to  ^ 

low  such  reasonable  compensatioa  as  b(  slill 

deem  adequtole,  for  the  services  of  each  of  liox 

persons  who  tookvUnder  his  direction, io  potsniet 

of  an  act,  entitled  '*  Ah  act  further  toalteraadiaai 

*An  act  providing  forihe  thud  ceosus  or  uBae- 

ration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Saus," 

an  account  of.  the  several  maaufaetoriBf  eftoh- 

lishments  and  manufactures  within  their serenl 

districts :  ProricfedAovefer,  That  nothiitii«reii 

contained  sbaU  authorize  the  SecreUrj  cf  tlie 

Treasury  to  expend,  out  of  the  fund  alrodpv 

propria  ted  for  taking  the  enumeration  of  the  ia- 

habitants  of  the  Unrted  States,  a  somexccedi^ 

thirty  thousand  dollars. 

Approved,  March  3,"  1811. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regultte  tbi  Itjst 
out* and  makings  road  from  Camberbiid, <& ^ 
Bute  of  Maijland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Beit  enacted,  fc,  That  in  addition  to  the  «m- 
pended  balance  of  the  sum  heretofore  app}R»' 
ted  for  laying  out  and  making  a  road  fromCoa* 
beriand.  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  c. 
Ohio,  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  be.as' 
the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  ofti 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise'?" 
propriated,  and  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  id  lou; 
ingsaid  road  between  Cumberland,  io  the  Sute^x 

Maryland,and  Brownsville,  in  the  State  of  Peiio' 
sylvania,  commencing  at  Cumberland  ;vbicii$9S 

of  fifty  thousand  dollars  shall  be  teplaced  oo:^ 


the  fund  reserved  for  laying  out  and.makiogrt^ 
to  the  Slate  of  Ohib,  by  virtue  of  the  sereata 
section  of  an  act  passed  on  the  thirtieth  (nf^ 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  i^^^' 
titled  **An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  easiero 
division  of  the  Territory  Northwest  of  tbe"^^' 
Ohio,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  go^'^^ 
ment,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  Sute  iDt| 
the  Union,  on  an  equal  fooriog  with  ihtvip^^ 
States,  and  for  other  purposes/' 
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Ssc.  2.  And  be  iiJMker  enacted^  Tli«t  the 
'resident  of  the  United  Suites  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
uthorized  nnd  empowered  to' permit  such  devi* 
lions  from  the  coortes  ran  and  established  *  by 
be  commiesfoners  under  the  authority  of  '*An 
ct  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
rom  Curaberlaod  in  the  State  ofMaryland,  to  the 
Itate  of  Ohio,'^  as  in  his  opinion  ^hall  be.deemed 
xpedient:  Framded^  That  no  devfation  shaH 
e  made  from  (he  prineipal  points  estahlfshed  on 
aid  road  between  Cumberland  and  Brownsville. 

Approredy  fiiffareh  3, 1811. 


In  Act  providing  for  the  final  adjustment  of  claims  to 
lands,  and  for  &e  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Ter- 
ritories of  Oifeans  and  Louisiana,  and  to  repeal  the 
act  passed  for  the  same  purpose,  and  approved  Feb- 
ruaiy  sixteendi,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eleven. 

Beit  enacted,  f c,  Tliat  the  following  allow- 
inces  and  compensatioos  shall  be  made  to  the  s^ 
'eral  officers  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  ascer* 
aining  the  rif^bta  of  persons  claimiag  lands  in  the 
?erritoriea orOrleans nnd  Lbuisfana ;  which  al* 
ftwancea  And  compensations  ahnll  be  in  full  for 
U  their  services,  including  those  rendered  since 
heir  salariea  tespeetively  ceased ;  that  is  to  sar  * 
To  each  of  the  commtesionera,  and  to  each  of  the 
lerlcs  of  the  boards,  fifty  cents  for  each  claim, 
luly  filed  according  to  laiw,  which  remained  un^- 
iecided  on  the  first  day  of  July,  one  th6usand 
ight  hundreil  and  nine,  and  on  wnieh  a  decision 
las  been  made  subsequent  to  that  day,  or  shilll 
lereafter  be  made,  whether  such  decision  be  in 
ftvor  of,  or  against' the  claim:  which  allowance 
f  fifty  cenu  shall  be  paid  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
Jolted  States^  frotn  time  to  time,  and  6n  receipt 
f  the  transcripts  of  the  decisions  and  of  the  re- 
torts of  claims  not  finally  confirmed,  as  the  sam)9 
aay  be  transmitted  by  the  boards  respectively,  to 
be  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  according  to  law. 
To  each  of  the  said  commissioners  and  clerks  a 
arther  allowance  of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
aid  after  the  completion  of  the  business  of  each 
f  the  boards,  respectively,  tathe  officers  then  in 
ffice.  And  to  each  of  the  translators,  at  the  rate 
f  six  hundred  dollars  a  year,  and  not  to  exceed 
D  the  whole  for  each  the  term  of  eighteen  months: 
Provided  ahoaye^  l^hat  the  abovementioned  al- 
swaoce  of  fifty  eentsfor  each  claim  decided  upon, 
hall  not  be  made  to  any  of  the  commissioners 
rho  may  be  absent  at  the  time  of  such  decisions ; 
be  attendance  of  each  to  be[  certified  by  the  clerk, 
r  by  a  majority  of  the  board :  And  provided  aleo, 
^bat  no  aubwanee  shall  be  made  to  any  agont 
laretofore  employed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
pry  for  any  period  of  time,  subsequent  to  the 
tme  when  such  agent  ceased  to  act,  or  when  the 
K)ard  ceased  to  receive  evidence. 
Sbo.  2.  And  he  it  JUrlher  enacted.  That  the 
wo  principal  depvKv  surveyors  pf  the  Territory 
(f  Orleans  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  atithoriged, 
n  surveying  and  dividing  such  of  the  public 
ands  in  the  said  Territory,  which  are  or  may  be 
inthorized  to  be  surveyed  and  divided,  as  are  ad- 
aceat  to  any  tiviir,  lake,  ertek|  bftfoo,  or  water 


couree,  to  vary  the  mode  heretofore  prescribed  by 
law,  so  fair  as  relates  to  the  contents  of  the  tracts^ 
and  to  the  angles  and  boundary  lioes,  and  to  lay 
out  the  same  into  tracts,  as  far  as  practicable,  of 
fifty-efght  poles  iq  front  and  four  hundred  and 
sixty-five  poles  in  depth,  of  such  shape,  and  bound- 
ed by  such  lines  as  the  nature  of  the  country  will 
render  practicable,  and  most  convenient :  Pro- 
videdhintever.  That  sucli  deviations  frdm  the  or- 
dinary mode  of  surveying  shall  be  made  with  the 
approbation  of,  and  in  .conformity  with  the  gene« 
ral  instructions  which  may  be  given  to  that  efiect, 
by  the  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  south  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That^for 
\he  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  Stales  ly- 
ing in  the  eastern  land  district  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans,  a  land  office  shall  be  eMablished  at  New 
Orleans  {  and  that  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of 
the  United  States  lying  south  of  Red  river,  in 
the  western  land  district  of  the  Territory  of  Or* 
leatas,  a  lan^  officevshall  be  established  at  Opelou« 
sas ;  and'  that  for  t(ie  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  lyiag  north  of  Red  river,  in  the 
western  land  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
a  land  office- shall  be  established,  which  shaH  be 
kept  at  such  place  as  \he  President  of  the  United 
States  may  direct.  The  register  of  the  westeror 
land  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  shall  act 
as  register  of  the  land  office  of  Opelousas^  and  as 
one  of  the  commissioners  for  ascertaining  the 
rights  of  persons  claiming  lands  in  any  part  of 
the  said  western  latid  district.  And  for  the  land 
office  north  of  the  Red  river,  a  register,  and  for 
each  of  the  said  three  offices  a  receiver  of  public 
moiieys  shall  bjB  appointed,  who  shall  give  securi- 
ty in  the -same  manner,  in  the  same  sums^  and 
whose  compensations,  ei^dluments,  duties,  and 
authority,  shall  in  everjT  respect  be  the  same,  ia 
relation  to  the  lands  which  shall  be  disposed  of  at 
their  oQces,  as  -are  or  may  be  provided  by  law,  in 
relation  to'  the  registers  and  receivers  of  public 
moneys  in  the  several  offices  established  for  the 
disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Territory  of  Mississippi. 

Sbc«  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  T-bat  the 
powers  vested  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States  by  tl^e  eleventh  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
*^An  act  supplementary, to  an  act,  entitled  'Aa. 
act  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the  titles  and 
claims  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
and  the'  District  of  Louisiana,"  passed  on  the 
t  wenty^first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six,  in  relation  to  the  public  lands,  lying 
in  the  western  district  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
and  all  the  other  provisions  made  by  the  same 
section,  for 'the  sale  of  said  lands,  and  for  obtain- 
ing patents  for  the  same,  shall  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  in  every  respect,  extended  to  the  pub- 
lic lantls  lying  in  tne  eastern  district  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Orleans. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it fitrther enacted.  That  every 
person  who,  either  by  virtue  of  a  French  or  Span- 
ish grant  recognised  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  or  under  a  claim  confirmed  by  the  cora- 
mieaiofters  appointed  for  the  ptirposeof  aaeertain* 
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ipg  the  righu  of  persons  claining  lands  ia  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  owns  a  tract  of  land  bor^c- 
ing  on  anr  rirer,  creek,  bayou,  or  water  course, 
in  the  saia  Territorv,  and  not  exceeding  in  depth 
forty  arpens,  Frencn  measure,  shall  be  entitled  to 
a  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  any 
vacant  tract  of  land  adjacent,  to, <and  back  of  his 
own  tract,  not  exceeding  forty  arpens,  French 
measure,  in  depth,  nor  In  quantity  of  land  that 
which  is  containea  in  his  own  tract,  at  the  same 
price,  and  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  as 
are,  or  may  be,  provided  bv  law  for  the  other  pub^ 
lie  lands  in  tbe  said  ^errUory.  And  (he  prinoi* 
pal  deputy  surveyor  of  each  district  respectively 
shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  surveyor  of  the  public 
lands  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  cause  to 
be  surveyed  the  tracts  claimed  by  virtue  of  this 
section ;  and  in  all  cases  whereby  reason  of  betids 
in  the  river,  lake,  creek,  bayou,  or  water  course, 
bordering  on  the  tract,  and  of  adjacent  claiois  of 
a  similar  nature,,  each  claimant  cannot  obtaio  a 
t^act  equal  in  quantity  to  the  adjacent  tract  alr^-^ 
dy  owned  by  hioi,  to  divide  the.  vacant  land  ap*- 
plicaUe  to  that  object  bet^en  tha  several  claim- 
ants|in  such  manner  as  to  him  may  appear  knost 
equitable:  Provided  however^  That  the  right,  ef 
pre-emption /granted  by  this  section  shaU  not  ex- 
tend so  far  in  depth,  as  to  include  lands  fit  for  c,ul- 
tivation,  bordering  on  another  river,  creek,  bayou, 
or  water  course.  And  every:  person  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  this  section  shall,  within  three  years 
after  the  date  of  this  act,  deliver  to  the  register  of 
ihe  proper  lapd  office,  a  notice  in  writifu^,  staling 
the  situation  and  extent  of  the  tract  of  laiid,h« 
wishes  to  purchase,  and  shall  also  make  the  pay* 
ment  and  payments  for  the  samej  at  tbe  time  and 
Umes,  which  are,  or  may  he,  preBCribed  by  law 
tgx  the  disposal  of  the  oiper  public  lands  m  the 
said  Territory ;  the  time  of  his  delivering  the  no- 
tice afbresaid  being  considered  as  tbe  data. of  tbe 
Surchase.  And  if  any  such  pei^spn  shall  fail  to 
Bliver  such  notice  within  the  said  period  of  thr?e 
years,  or  to  make  such  pavmcot  or  payments  at 
the  time  abovemen tinned,  ois  ri^ht  of  |Nre-emp- 
tion  shall  cease  and  become  void ;  and.  the  land 
i^ay  thereafter  be  purchased  by  any  other  person 
in  the  same  manaeri  and  on  the  same  terms,  as 
Ve  or  may  be  provided  by  law  for  the  ,s«le  of 
other  public  lands  ia  tbe  said  Territ^ry,r 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
land  offices  established  by  virtue  of  the  third  sec- 


by  the  provisions  of  the  aeeoad  section  of  tbr^ 
as  shall  have,  .at  least  six  weeks  previmis  toM 
said  first  .day  of  February,  one  thottaod  ei^tt 
hundred  and  twelve,  been  advertised  for  ale  bf 
the  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  soathcf  tbe  Stitt 
qf  Tennessee,  with  the  lapprobaiion  of  ike  Pro- 
dent  of  the  United  States.  The  public  ales  k 
the  land  sub-divided  into  quarter  seeiions  id  tie 
ordiaary '  way.  shall  be  held  for  ose  olei^ 
months  under  the  superioteiidene^  of  the  re^ 
and  receiver  of  each  land  office  respeetiTeiy.ai 
of  either  the  surveyor  of  publie  lands  soiuk  sf 
Tennessee,  or  of  bis  principal  deputy  lurreyora 
the  district,  who  shall  each,  receive  six  dolUnfot 
^each  day's  attendance  on  the  same;  ssd no tm! 
of  land  shall  be  sold  at  said  public  sales  for  a  b 

Eriee  than  that  which  is  or  may  he  prescribed  M 
iw.  for  the  sale  of-]N;blio  lands  hi  theMisusip 
pi  Territory.^  And  from  and  after  the  first  dtj^ 
February,  one  thousand  ei^t  kindred  sad  ivdn, 
anr  tract  which  j^as  been  thus  effered  for  sak  li 
public  sale,  and  iremains  oasold,  as  well  is  iif 
tract  of  land  embraced  by  the  provisiosi  of  ik 
•se^pnd  aectioo  of  this  act,  ike  sale  of  vbieis 
authorized  by  this  seciioo^,  laay  he  dtspoieial'tf 
•private  sate  by  tk^  .register  of  the  lied  oiee,^* 
the  ^me  price  which  m  or  aaay  be  picKribri  ^ 
law,  for  the  sale  of  pubUo  laods  ia  tbe  W»^ 
pi  Territoi<y.  All  th^  laods  sold  by  viitoe  of  tb 
section,  shall  in  er^  ofherMapecibesildogtfte 
same  terms  of  payment,  and  conditioBi,  ii  ^ 
same  manner,  and  unde?  the  same  regahwHV 
are,  or  may  b?,  prescribed  by  law  for  tbe  ale « 
public  lands  in  th«  Mississippi  Territory  :Pi«- 
Tu2e€{,  Atfioever,  That  iu  c«m  of  anap^icaWDlie- 
inf  made  at  the  same  time,  for  tbe  punbise  t 
private  sale  of  the  same  tract  of  laad  bf  ivo « 
more  persons,  one  of  whom  did  aetasllj  isbaw 
and  cultiv^^aqch  tract  c^  land  at  i^^^^^ 
paesiag  jLbis  act,  and  still  cofttinoes  to tobthitm 
cultivata  the  same  at  the  time  of  sashapflie** 
tion,.  the  preferenee  shall  be  given  to  diepo^ 
thus  inhabiting  and  cultivating  such  trsetoflan'- 
And  provided  aiaoy  That  till  after  the  fiaal  ^^ 
sion.of  Con|;ress  thereon,  no  tract  of  Itidsbt^^ 
offered  foe  sale,  the  claim  to  whieh  has  beei  a 
doe  time,  and  according  to  law,  presented  to  t» 
register  of  the  laad  office,  tnd  filed  in  bis  oictj 
for  the  purpose  of  being  investigated  by  tbee(»*i 
misslooers  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  sKfrtt»l 
ing  the  tights  of  petsons  clairoilig  lixAi  Idik 
Territory  of  Orleans  |  or  which  sbatl  bare  oeeil 


tign  of  this  act,  shall  be  opened  on  the  first  day  located  by  or  (br  Majoi^Geiieral  Laftyeu^^ 


of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aod 
twelve,, for  the  sale  pf  a)l  the  public  lands,  with 
tha  exception  of  section  number  sixteen,  of  ^^e 
salt  springs,  and  land  contiguous  thereto,  and  of 
tbe  tracts  reserved  for  the  support  of  seminaries 
of  learning  as  hereinafter  provided,  wlUch  shall 
have  been  previously  surveyecl,  ftUd  the  surveys 
thereof  returned  according  to  law  to  the  registers 
of  the  land  offices  respeotively ;  and  en  the  first 
day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve,  for  the  sale  of  such  of  tb^  publio  lands, 
Wfbich  from  th^  nature  bf  the  country  cannot  be 


si;grv.eye4  in  (he  ordinary  way,  aujcl  ar«  embraced    Surveyer  Qeiieml  i^U  oMse  aock  ^the^ 


cording  to  law. 

.  Sfi€.  7.  And  be  UJyrther  enaeUd,  Tbatioi^ 
ditien  to  the  township  ahpeady  reserved  for  utf 
purpose  by  law  in  the  western  district  of  tbe  le^ 
tltory  of  Orleans,  and  which  shall  be  lact*J 
south  of  Red  river,  another  entire  towosbip'''*^ 
be  located  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  aora 
of  Red  river^  for  the  use  of  a  semiosry  of  leaO' 
io^i  and  aho  an  entire  township  ia  (he  Ternio^ 
of  Louisiana,  for  the  support  of  a  eemioaiT  ' 
ienmittg  within  the  said  Teiritory.  . 

Seo.  S.Aodb€U  Jurther  muukd,  Tbat  d» 
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PvhUc  Acts  of  Congre$8, 


ands  in  the  TerritoiY  pf  Looisiaoa,  as  the  Presi- 
lent  of  the  United  States  shall  direct,  to  be  sur< 
'eyed  anddtriJed  in  the  same  manner  and  under 
he  same  regulations  and  limitation  as  to  expenses. 
iS  is  proTide^l  by  -law  in  relation  to  the  lands  of 
he  United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio 
tod  afak>ye  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  river.         '  v 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
lisposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  lyine 
n  the  Territory  of  Louisiai)a,  a  land  office  shall 
»e  established,  which  shall  be  kept  at<such.  place 
iS  the  President  of  the  United  States  may  direct ; 
;od  a  register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys  shall 
«  appointed  for  $aid  office,  who  shall  give  secur- 
ty  in  the  same  manner,  it^  the  same  sums,  and 
vhose  compensations,  emqlnments,  duties  and 
uthority,  shall  in  every^  respect  be  the  same,  in 
elation  to  the  lands  which  shall  betlisposefl  of  at 
heir  office,  as  are  or  may  t^e  provided  /or  by  law 
Q  relation  to  the  register  and  receiver  of  pablic, 
dooeys  in  the  several  offices  established  for  the 
isposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  Slates  north* 
rest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  .mbove  the  mouth  of 
Centucky  river.    . 

Sec.  10^  And  be  it  Juriker  enacted^  That  the 
^resident  of  theUoited  States  be  and  he  is  hereby 
jithorized,  whenever  he  shafl  think  propel,  to 
iireet  9o  much'  of  the  public  laiids  lying  in  the 
Territory  of  Louisiana^  as  shall  have  been  sur- 
eyed  in  conformity  with  the  eighth  sectioq  of 
his  actj  to  be  offered  for  sale.  All  such  lands 
ball,  with  the  exception  of  the  section  "nuinber 
ixteen,"  which  shall  be  reserved  in  each  town- 
hip  for  the  "support  of  schools  within  the  same, 
rith  the  exception  also  of^a  tract  reservqfl  fo^  the 
upport  of  a  seminiiry  of  learning,  as  provided  for 
y  the  seventh  section  of  this  act,  and  with  the 
xception  also  of  the  salt  springs  and  lead  mines, 
nd  land  contiguous  thereto,  which,  by  the  di- 
ection  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  may 
te  reserved  for.  the  future  disposal  of  the  said 
States,  shall  be  offered  for  aale  to  the  highest  bid- 
[er,  under  the  direction  of  the  register  of  the 
and  office  and  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  and 
»f  the  principal  deputy  surveyor,  and  on  such  day 
ir  days  as  shall,  oy  public  proclamation  of  tlie 
'resident  of  the  United.  States,  be  designated  for 
hat  purpose.  The  sale  shall  remain  open  for 
bree  weeks,  and  no  longer.  The  lands  shall  be 
ol.d  for  a  price  n6t  less  than  that  which  has  been 
xmay  be  fixed  by  law  for  the  public  lands  north'^ 
vest  of  the  river  Ohio,  mnd  above  the  month  of 
Kentucky  river.  And  shall  in  every  other  respect 
le  sold  in  tracts  of  the  same  size,  on  the  same 


terms  and  conditions,  as  have  been  or  may  be  by 
law  provided  for  the  lands  sold  in  the  State  of 
Ohio.  The  superintendents  of  the  said  publio 
sales  shall  each  receive  six  dollars  for  each  day's 
attendance  on  the  si^id  sales.  AH  the  lands  which* 
have  been,  thus  offered  for  sale,  at  public  sale,  re- 
maining unsold  at  the  closing  of  the  public  sales,, 
may  be  disposed  of  at  private  sale  by  the  register 
of  the  land  office,  for  the  same  price  which  is  or 
may  lie  prescribed  by  law  for  the  sale  of  public 
lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio :  Prtnided^  TunoeveTf 
That,  till  after  the  decision  of  Congress  thereon, 
no  tract  of  land  shall  be  offered  forsale^the  claim 
to  which  has  beien.  in  due  time  and  according  to 
law  presented  to  the  repord^r  of  land  titles  in  the 
district  of  Louisiana  and  filed  in  his  office,  for  the 
purpose  df  being  investigated  by  the  dommissiop- 
ers  appointed  for  ascertaining  the  rights  of  per- 
fotis  claiming  lands  in  the  Territory  .of  Louisiana, 
And  patents  shall  be  obtained  for  all  lands  sold 
in  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  in  the  same  manner 
and  on  the  ss^me  terms  as  is  or  may  be  provided 
by  law  for  land  sold  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

^Ec.  11.  And  beitjuriher  enacted,  That  the 
claini  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, to  the  common  adjacent  thereto.and  within 
six  hundred  vards  from  the  fortifications  of  the 
same,  as  confirmed  by  the  act,  eiititled  '>An.  act 
respecting  claims  tp  lands  in  the  Territories  of 
Orleans  and  Louisiana,"  shall  be  deemed  valid, 
although  the  relinquishment  of  the  said  corpora- 
tion to  any. claim  beyond  the  said  distance  of  six 
hundred  yards  was  not  made  till  after  the  expira« 
tion  of  the  period  of  six  month&prescribed  by  the 
act  last  ipentioned. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  Juriker  enacted,  That  all 
the  navigable  rivers  and  waters  in  the  Territories 
of  Orleans  and  Louisiana  shall  be  and  forever  re- 
main public  highways. 

\Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  sum  ^ 
not  exceeding  forty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  this  act  into  effect,  which  sum  shall  be 
paid  out  of  unappropriated  moneys  in  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  final  ad- 
justment of  claims  to  lands,  and  for  the  sale  of  thje 
EubHc^  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans  and 
lonisiana.^  approved  February  the  sixteenth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby^  repealed. 

Approved  March  3,  l8ll. 
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A.  Ptge. 

lisoD,  ReT.  Walter  D^  ekction  of,  as^  Chap- 
lain .-        -        -        -        *      '-- 
iitional  Aaabtant  Poitmastar  General,  a  bill 
from  the  Hooee  of  fiepreaentatWea  fixing 
the  compensation  of  the,  read,  &c^ 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred  to  a  oom- 
mittee  -        -        •        -        -        -        - 

reported. with  ah  ateeddment;  which  waa 
read      -        . .      -      ' . 

the  amendment  agreed  to,  and  order^  10*8 
.third  reading         •        .      .  ^ 

rend  th^  third  time,  and  paaMd  aa  amended 

the  fionae  diaagreed  to  the  amendment, 
and  thf  Senate  recede  -        •      "  ^ 
nmistratioii,  reeolatiena  of  the  Iiegidatore  of 
Pennayt^'^i^Ai  appronng  the  meararea  of 
the,  in  regard  to  oar  ^reign.  relations     - 
deTsoQ,  Joseph,  of  Tennessee,  attended 

remarks  of,  on  Mr»  Clay's  resolvtiiBnim  th^ 
«nbject  of  Mr.  Pickering's  violation  of 
order     -       .-      .  •        -        -        -74, 79, 80 

on  rediaitering  th6  Bank  of  the  United  . 
States   -        -        «        -        •        -      183,  138 
nroyd,  Geoiige',  ^  Co.,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  ftit  relief  of^  read,  dbc. 

read  a  second  time>  And  relbrred  to  a  com- 
mittee -       -      ••       •       -^-♦.- 

reported  without  amendment    •• 

passed  to  a  third  reading  •        -        .        • 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        •        . 
drain,  Peter,  a  bill  from  Iha  House  of  Repnt- 
sentatives  for  the  relief  of,  read,  d^e. 

read  a  second  time,  and  reArred  to  a -com- 
mittee -        -      .  -        *        -     .  - 

reported  without  ainendment     •        •        • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .     -   • 

read  the  third  time»  and  passed  •  -  - 
istin,  Moses,  and  John  R.  Jones,  Mr.  Bradltojr 
presented  the  petition  of,  prayipg  an  aet  of 
incorporation  ibr  the  purpose  of  working 
certain  lead  mines,  dec,  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee --.-•-. 

leport  of  said  committee^  postponed  to  the 
next  session  -        -        -  .     •        •      -• 


Vt 

89 
94 
95 
97 

178 

174 
349 
348 
849 
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173 


B. 


itimore  Insurance  Company,^  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  presented  the  memorial  of  the, 
praying  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  may  be  reehartered,  referred  to  Ihe 
committee  on  that  suliject  .   -       •       * 


99 


48 

118 

114 
116 
123 
138 


17 
39 


Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Bient  presented  the 

petition  of  the  President,  dtc*,  of  the, 

praying  a  charter,  referred  to  a  committee 

a  bill  from  the  Hoyse  >r  Representatives 

granting^  charter  to  the,  read,  &c. 
-read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee   -        - 

.     reported  without  amendment     ... 

I      oidered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    .    - 

Bank  of  Potomac,  Mr.  Anderson  presented  a 
petition  of  the  President,  &c  of  the, 
praying  a  charter,  referred  to  a  aelecl 
oonimittee     «       •       •        -    ■   •       • 
a  l^ll  to  inoorporete  the,  read,.dbc. 
read  a  seeend  time    -  .       .        -      48 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  «        .       -       -      96 
read  a  third  time»  and  passed     .       .,       .      96 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment    -        ...       -        ^--181 
which  was  concurred  in     -        -     .   •        -  .  158 

Baok  of  the  United  ^States,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a 
meo^rial  of  the  stockholden,  dec,  of  the, 
praying  a  renewal  of  charter,  read  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee         -       - 

Mr.  L.  also  presented  a  petition  of  tile  Phil- 
adelphia Chamber  of  Commerce  on  the 
auhjeet,~referred  to  the  aame  •  •     - 

a  memorial  of  the  Bank  of  New  Vork,  pray- 
ing the.same,  referred  as  ajbora 

a  memorial  of  M.  Clarkson,  and  numerous 
signers,  of  the  same  .tenor,  referred  as 
abore    -        -        -        -        -        - 

a  hill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force  an  act 
to  incorporate  die,  read,  dfcc. 

corresponaence^f  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  petition  of  the,  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  oi^  the  sub- 
'  itoct,  reported  with  the  bill      -        -        - 

bill  read  a  second  time 


31 


81 


88> 


-     183 


133 
136 

132,  152,  175,  209,  840,  394,  339 

347 
847 


de)wted 

the  firat  section  of  the  bill  struck  out 
and  the  bill  indefinitely  postponed 
Mr.  Smith,  ef  Maryland^,  gave  notice  of  a 
bin  to  repeal  the  Unth  section  of  the  act, 
to  incorporate  the  •        *  .      '        * 
biH  readt  ««• . '  -  •      •       "       *        -    .    - 
read  a  seobnd  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee -^ 
indefinitely  postponed 
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Bank  of  the  United  State*— continued*  Page. 

•  memorial,  of  the  President,  dec.,  of  the, 
praying  each  an  extension  of  the  char« 
ter  as  may  enable  the  bank  to  settle  its 
aoconnte|  referred  to  a  committee  -        -    368 
report  of  the  said  committee  that  such  ex- 
tension is  not  necessary  ...    801 
Bank  of  Washington,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the 
petition  of  the   President,  dec,  of  lhe« 
praying  a  charter,  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee -        -        -        -        -        -        -      19 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read^  d&c.     •        -      S9 

read  a  second  time 30 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -      96 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .    '    .      97 

retnmed  from  the  House  of  fiepreseEtetives. 

with  ametidmento 181 

which  were  concurred  in  •        -        -        *     l&i 

Btrbary  Powers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  continue  in  force  the^fifit 
secti<fn  of  the  act  tojprotect  the  commerbe 
and.  seamen  of  the  United  Stetes  against 
the,  read,  Ac.        -        -        .        ^        • '    !it8 
read  a  second  time '  -        -        •}        -        •      86 
second  reading  restimed    .        .        .        .'     ^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed     -        -  '      -      86 
Bayard,  James  A.,  of  Delaware,  attended  -     .  86 

credentials  of  the  re-election  of,  ibr  six  years 
from  8d  March  next,  ordered  to  be  filed  -  114 
Beall,  Col.  WiHiMn  Beat,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  relief  of,  r«*d 
iwiee,  and  ind<i6toitely  postponed  •  »'  869 
Beveriy*  Robert,  a  letter  was  read,  stating  that 
he  had  reeigiied  the  Preiideney  of  th« 
Union  Bank  of  Georgeteiwn,  referred  to 
the  committee  on  eaid  bank  -  -     .        •    178 

Bioren,  John,  and  others,  Mrl  licib  presented' the 
,  memoriid  of,  proposing  to  print  the  laws 
of  the  Unitea  States,  referred  to  a  select 
committee     •        -  *      .        -     '    .        -      86 
(Se^Loiot.) 
Bonds  ibr  Duties,  Mr.  Leib  submitted  a  raablv* 
tion  that  a  ooramittee  be  apfpointed  to  iut 
quire  into  the  expediencj  of  the  depoeite 
of,  in  other  banks  than  that  of  the  United 
Stetes   -        •»        -       -      • .        .       - :     19 
the  resolutioir  was  agreed  to^  and  a  commit 
» tee  q»pointed  *        ...       .19 

Boooe  Island,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
aentetbes  to  erect  a  Itgtit^houfe^on,  read*, 
&c.       --•-..-    847 
,  read  a  second  time    -        •        -        •     '  -    848 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -    364 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as 
amended       ......'  354 

Boundaries,  Mr.  Giles  submlttod  a  re^Iutlon  in 
relation  to  the,  between  West  Florida  And 
Louisiana      -       -.      -        -        -       -      16 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee. appoiiited         -      17 

Boyle,  Caleb,  Mr.  Gregg  submitted  a  resoltrtion 

that,  may  hare  possession  of  the  portraito 

of  the  late  Ring  and  Queen  of  Prance,  on 

his  obligation  to  return  them  when  called 

for 864 

tha  resolution  n«gAtived'   -        -        -        -    866 

Bradley,  Stephen  R.,  of  V^rmont»  attended  -    •      11 

Brent,  Riehard,  of  Virginia,  attended        -       '17 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank 

of  the  United  Stetea      -       -       -     869, 816 


Brtfwn*  Moaes,  and  others,  Mr.  Uojd  praaented 
the  petition  of;  oh  the  aubiect  of  the  biH 
to  establish  light-housest  b«ieona,dtc^  re- 
ferred, with  the  bill,  to  a  aelact  commiltsc   » 

Business,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gilman,  eonunittect 
were  appointed  nndet  the  twmiay-eeijoud 
and  forty-second  rules  for  conducting,  in 
tiie  Senate    -        -      .  -        -        -        -     r 

Byxboy  Moses,  Mr.  pampbell  preeeoted  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  the  privilege  of  pardhas- 
ing  a  certain  ^ract  of  land      ...    ii': 

C. 

Campbell,  Thomas,  a  HevoluUonaiy  oflioer.  Mi. 
Gregg  presented  the  petition  ot,  praying 
relief,^  dtc.,  referred  to  a  eelect  oommiitee    IX 
a  biU  for  relief  of,  read,  dtc.        -         -        -   I#; 
^  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
feeding,    .      -        *        -  .      -         -        -    1* 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -         -        -   111 
Canton,  Ohio,  a  bill  from  ite  Home  of  Sepre* 
sentetiTes  to' remote  ^e  land  office  from, 
teadfdtc*        -        -    -    *        —         -        '     U 
,re|d  a  seopod  time    •        -        -        .       .    a^ 
referred  to  a  selett  committee    -        .       .    $ 
^poftad  withamenda0iito,w|iieh^wciensd  12$ 
amendmento  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  tM 

yeading  ^       •.       -        *  .  .   -        -      -  l» 

read  a  tluid  time,  and  passed  aa  amesided    •   l«S 

retamed  from  the  House  of  Eeprcaeialativcs 

with  ooBcwrenee  in  the  second,  and  disa> 

greement  to  the  other  amendnMnls         -    ns 

th»  Senate  receded    •        ...        .       .  S51 

Cape  Bliiabethy  a  bill  to  erect  a  oolonui  of  elBoe 

on,  and^  for  other  pnrposes,  ready  Ace.       -   M^ 
read  a  seeond  time  ,  •        •        •        •       -   HI 

read  a  third  tiiiie,  ahd  pluiMd      •        -       -  35< 
Cape  Fear*river»  buoya  to  be  plaeed  olf  (oo» 

neeted  with  the  foregoing)      •*        .       .   3&< 
Carswell,  Samoel,  and  others,  a  petitioned  refei^ 

red  to  a  select  committee        -        .       .     S 
Census^  a  Meaeage  frdm  the  ^eaidaot  of  the 
United  Btatei  with  a  reporCfram  t^ 8eo- 
retaiyof  State*  relrting  to  deficiencies  in 
the  returns  of  the  thiid,  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee        ...        •       .   SS? 
a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  completiBg  the 
returns^  dtc,  read  three  timea,  and  passed   3Sp 
Certifieatea^  credits,  dbc.,  a  bill  to  anthmise  pay- 
ment of  certain,  read  a  ftnrt  and  aeooiid 
time      -        -        •        .        ••       .        .    iSi 
recbmmitted  to  a  select  Committee      -       -    I^ 
a  new  bill  reported,  and  nad      •        -       -   1£ 
read  a  second  time    -        -        «        -        -   1-1 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -93 
Champlin,  Chriatopher  G.,  of  Rhode  Uand,  at- 
tended -       ..       ...        .       .    % 

Kemarke.oft  on  Mr.  Clay's  resol«tion»  om  the 

violation  of  ofder 7f 

explains,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maiyland,  aobmitlBl 

tfcse  nsnal  ramkiCion'for  appointmant  of  -     H 
agreed  tp,  and  information  thereof  aent  to 
the  House  of  Representatiree  .       .     r 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Compwiy,  Mr. 

Bpney  gave  noCioe  of  a  "bill  to  aid  ttie  •  ' 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  and  grant  of  land 

to  the,  read,  dec  -  -  .  .  .43 
read  a  second  time  -  '  •  .  •  .  r 
reforred  to  a  aelect  oommtttee  '•        .       .    6 
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llOMpeake  and  Delaware  OaaiKl"  crfnliwwd*      Pagei 

reported  without  amendm^Bt  '  -        «        -87 
ordered  to -AtliirdrfladiBff  -        »        •        <•     -93 
read  a  titird  time,  and  |>aflMd     •        •        -  .  .  94 
larIuoji»  Mrt  tad  oibeqi,  a  petition  of,  pmying  a 
renewal  of  the  charter  of -the  Bank  of  -the 
United  States         -        .-    >    •        -        -      68 
lay,  Henry,   of  Kentucky,  attended        -        -      19 
speech  of,  oa  occtipafeion  of  Welt  Florida.  •  '   65 
remarks  af,)OB  his  resolutito,  relatiilg- to^Mr. 

Pideering's  .'violatioif  of*  order  •        •  §7^  73>  80 
speech  oU.  on  the  hin  to  rechartsr-  the  Bask 
of  the  United  States   .  »        -v       -        -    209 
oast  Survey,  on  motion  of  Mr^  Dana,  a  oenudil* 
tee  was  appointed  to  Inquire  intotiio  pro^    . 
ceedings  in  e}^|b<«itiDn  «f.  the  act  •relatiBg 
t^-a         -       '•-        •        -       .-   '    -        •-*  t7 
ollection  Dktrict,.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley,  a 
oommitlee  was  appointed  toinquira  into  . 
the  expediency  of  estahUdung  a  hew,  pa 
the  northam-  boundaries  af  .tha-  United    •< 

States    • -    139 

^Uection  of  Duties,  Mr,  Smith,  of  Mafyla^d, 
gave  notice  of  a  biH  to  repeal  the  third 
section  of  the  act  supplementary  tp  the 
act  to  establish  th^  compensation  of  ofii-' . 
jcers  employed  in  the      -        -        -        -    848 
abilt  to  that  effect  read,  dbc  '   .     '  •        .    849 
read  a' second  time>  and  referred  to  a  coin- 

mitiee    -        -        -        -      '-        -        -    360 
indefinitely'  postponed        -        *  .      " .      *    ^^ 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  (be  xreasuty, 
with  a  statement  of  the  emoluments  of  tHe 
officers  employed  in  the,  for  the  year  1810, 
laid  on  the  table     •        -^       ./.-:.    350 
'oilectors  of  Nosfblfc^  Baltimore,  and  Pbil^el-' 

phia.  (See  Smith,  Larkin,) 
lolumbia  Insurance  Copapany,  Mr.  ^ith,  of 
New  York,  presented  a  memorial  of  the, 
praying  that  the  Bank  ofthe  United  States 
may  be  recharterisd,  referred  to  the  Bank      , 
Committee    -        -        ...      ^.        -    116 
Commercial  Abuses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell, 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as, 
relates  to,  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee   -■'-■-        -       >        -        -      17 
!ommereial  Intercourse,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  supplementary  to  the  act 
concerning,  reed    -     :  •'       -     '   -        -    366 
read  a  second  time    -        •        •        -        <-    .366 
ordered,  to  a  third  reading  ....    368 
read  a  Aird  time-      -        -        -     .  -    '    *    360 
and  passed        -        *        *        *    ,    *        *    ^^V 
Compensation,  a  biH  from  &e  Hetse  of  Repre- 
sentatives allowing  a  reasonal^le,  to  the 
persons  employed  in  taking  an  account  qf 
the  manufaeturing  establiidmients  ofthe 
United  States,  read         -        - .       -        •    360 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed    •    367 
iOndit,  John,  of  New  Jersey,  attcmded     -        -      31 
credentials  of,  for  six  years,  from  3d  of  March' 
next,  ordered  to  be  filed  •        •       '  -        *•    393 
ingress,  a  biH  to  fix  thatlme  for  the  next  mee^ 

ingof>read    -        -        -        *        .        .    866 
postponed  indefinitely        ....    356 
i/onstitution,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
Ohio,  approving  the  amendment  to  Ae, 
in  relation  to  titles  of  noUlity,  transmit- 
ted to  the  Secretary  of  State  -        -        -    138 
of  the  State  of  Kentucky  to  the  same  eflbcl    339 


Page; 
Conflulaasd  Vlce-CoBSUls,  a  Mil  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  concarning,  read,  dbc.     131 
read  a  second  time,^and  referred-  to  a  com- 
mittee •  .     - '      -        ...        -        -161 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
tfi  a  third  readi^, ...        .        .    '  *•    348 

read  a  third  timia,  and  passed     *        *        -    349 
Contingent  Fund^  the  President  of  the  United 

States  tri^mitted  an  account  of  the      -      96 
Corcoran;  Thomas  and  -others,  r  Mr.  Smith,  of ' 
Maryland,  presented  the  petition  of^  rela- 
ting to  improvements  in  the  ehansel  of 
the  ^t^mac  rivar,  rsieiBed  to  a  selaet 
committee     ^,      .. ,     ..       .       '-•   .   .      36 
said  ^  epmmittee    reported,  and  were .  dis- 
charged        ...•-.    3fi5 
Cerpto  of  Engineers^  on  mdtion  of  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Mainland,  so  much  of  the  President's 
Mes^ge  as  relates  to  lhe,>and  MiUtaiy 
Academy,  was  referred  10  a  select  com- 
mittee -        -        -        -        -        -        - .    16 

(^8ee  £nigiiteer^} 
Ctewford,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  te^ 

lutioh,  respecting  violalvm  of  order      '  -      79 
the  eiedentiaie  ofr  for  six  years  from  the  8d 
'    of  Marqh  next,  ordered  to  be  tfed  -        -.111 
speedi  ef,  pQ  the  hill  to  leoharier  the  Bank- 

of  the  United  States       -.       -     188, 183,  134 
speech  of^  in  reply  to  the  oppenemta  ef  said 
bin        - .      -        -        •       .        .        -    380 
Otka^  on  mefcion  of  Mr.  Crawford,  a  commit- 
tee wae.airpoii^ted  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pedient eif  previding'for  the  punishmeat 
of,  comiaitted  in  the  Indian  territory      -    MIS 
Cumberland  Road,  on  motion,  of  Mr.  Worthing* 

.tOD^  a  Gommiitiae  wasappointed  on  the .  -    116 
^  bill  oa  the  subject  of  the,  read  a  first  and 

second  time   -        -        •        -        .      '  *  .  174 
'amended^  and.  ordered  to  a  third  .reading      >    347 
read  a  third  time,  and  paraed  as  amended  -    349 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives with  amendments, .  which  wcr^  con- 
curred in       -        -        -        -       I-       -    367. 

Cutts,  Charles,  of  New  Hampshire,  appointed  a.    < 
Senator  in  place  of  Nahum  Parker,  pro- 
duced his  credenUals,  and  took  his  seat    •      9 

D. 

Dana,'  Samuel  \f .,  appointed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Connecticut  a  Senator,  produced 
his  credentials,  and  took  his  seat    -        -        9 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  respect- 
ing violation  of  order     -        -        -         67, 71" 

Davy,  William,  aiyd  Son,  and  others,  Mr*  Leib 
presented  a  petition  of,  praying  certain 
exemptions  from  the  provisions  of  ^the  act 
concerning  commerdal  intercourse,  re- 
ferred   .--".'..        -        -      21 

Debentures,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  authorize  ihe^issoe  of,  in  certain 
cases,  read     - ,       •        -        -        - '      -    368 
read  a  second  time,  and  refisrred  to  a  com- 
mittee   -    369 

reported,  and  indefinitely  postponed  •        -    368 

JXstrict  of  Columbia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  Increase  the  salaries 
of  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  of  the, 
.    read  twice     -        -   '    -        •        .        .    867 

t       read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -       ^    368 
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Docnments,  a  MR  from  the  Houae  of  RepTeaant- 
ativea  to  authoriae  the  ^naportatioa  of 
certain,  free  of  poatafe,  read,  4tc.  •  10 

read  a  aeoond  and  third  time,  and  piaied    -      19 

'•  E.-  ■        ' 

Eddowa,  Ratph,  Mr.  Leib  preaanted  a  manorial 

ofy  which  waa  referred  to  the  oommittae 

on  the  relationa  with  France  and  Great 

BriUin  •        -        -.      -        -        -    1160 

Edgaitown,  a  bill  to  plaee  baoya  at  the  eotranee 

of  th^  harbor  of»  dse,      ....    347 
(fiet  Ctife  EUzabeih,)  ■  .     * 
Engineera,  a  biU  making  Airther  proviaion  for 

the  GorpB  of,  read,  dec  <•  •  -  -  88 
read  a  aeeood  time  -  •  -  -  -  80 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -      04 

read  a  third  time,  and  tecoouBitted  -  -  -  04 
reported  with  amendmenta  -  -'  -  104 
conaidered  aa  in  committee,  and  reported  aa 

amended  -  •  -  ^  -  -llT 
recommitted  «  i.  .  .  .  -  181 
reported  with  amendmenta;    whidi  wece 

read      -       -       -      '•       -       -       -    1S6 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  aa  amended       -    ISO 
read  a  third  time  aa  amended,  and  paiaed    •    1  SO  - 
Erring,  George  W.,  op  motion  of  Mr.- Franklin, 
a  committee  waii  appointed. to  reqoeat  the 
Preaident  of  the  United  8tatea  to  cauae 
to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  anj  kiformap 
tion  he  may  poaMaa  relathre  to  the  ao- 
oonntaof      .....'. 
'  a  Meaaage,  tranapiitting  a  rcpovt  from  the 

Secretary  of  the  Treaanry  thereon     -     -     189. 
Extra  Senricea,  Mr.  Leib  attbmitted  a  reeohttian 
attthoriatng  allowaacea  to  certain  aervanti 
of  the  Senate  for,  read  a  ftiat  and  aacond 

time -    858 

.  read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed     .        •        -    366 

F.  ■ 

Farmera'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  CUIea  nre- 
lented  the  petition  of  the  preaident,  &c., 
of  the,  praying  a  eharter,  read,  and'  or- 
dered to  lie  for  eonaideration  •       .       >•      16 
referred  to  a  aelect  committee    •        -        -      16 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read,  dec.      •      ,,-      36 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        •        •      66 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -06 

•    read  a  third  time,  and  pMaad     •        •       -      07 
returned  from   the  Hooae  of  Repreaentv 

tivea  with  amendmenta  ....    181 
which  were  concurred  in  -    .    -        •        * .   t68 
Finea,  penaltiea,  dbc,  a  bill  from  flie  House  of 
RepreaentatiTea  to  remit  certain^  read,  and 
indefinitely  poatponed    •        .        .        .    360 
Fearing,  Mr<,  information  giveit  by,  to  the  Bank 

Committee 168 

Foreign  Coina,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  gave 

notice  of  a  bill  in  relation  to  -  -  -  1 1 
a  bill  to  luspend  the  second  aection  of  the 

act  relating  to,  read,  dtc.        -        -        -       16 
read  a  aacond  time,  and  raferted  to  a  com- 
mittee  -        -        *    ;  «        -        -        -16 
reported  without  amendment,  and  oidered 

to  a  third  reading  -        •        .        -    '   •      18 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed     -        .'       .       ig 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, with  amendmenta,  which  were  or- 
dered to,  be  printed         -        •        •        •      64| 
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Fetelgn  Cnina    ^nntihuad  f^ 

-   rafened  to  a  conadttae  .      .     .  g 

diaagfeement  to  the  amendment  reported  • 

inde6nilely  postponed        .... 

a  report  fr^m  the  Secretary  ef  tbs  Tnani;, 

in  ohedicnoe  ia  -the  act  legalatiDg  the  or- 

eolation  9i,  read,  and  ordiered  to  lie  ai 

the  table 

Fortificafiana,  a  bill  from  the  Howsof  B«p> 

aenta&tes  to  complete  the,  read,  Ac    • 

read-aeeond  and  thud  time,  and  psMed    • 

Foadiek,  Nathaniel  F^  a^  bOl  ta  dischsisc  fi« 

impriionment,  read,  dbc.        -      -     • 

read  a  aecodd  time,  and  ordeied  l»  t  diM 

reading         -        -        .... 

lead  a  tlurd  time,  and  pawiid    - 

France  and  Great  Britain^  on  motiiB  of  Mr. 

Gilea,  ao  much  of  the  Prsnkai^  Um^ 

aagea  aa. relates  to  oor  a&in «itk,ni 

rbforred  to  a  aelect  ebmmittse       •     • 

Frankhn,  Jeaae,  of  Kprth  Carolina,  mttsedtd   • 

remarks  o^  on  Mr.  Clay's  retobitiMi  n- 

qMding  violatioii  of  Older  •     - 

G. 

Galiery  of  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gibitt, 
a  committee  waa  appointed  to  Inqviie  te 
the  expediency  of  opening  ansther  pi- 
aage  to  die    -        «        .... 

a  report  from  eaid  conunittee  agreed  (0,  id 

the  Seeretaiy  directed  to  pay,  ke.  •     • 

Georgetown  and  Potpmae  Bridge  Oom^,  ^ 

petition  of  the  0ireotoia  of  the,iefaniti 

a^eelect  committee 

a  hill  authorixiog  the  direcion  to  cdl « 
atoekhaWers  for  additaonal  payiBeBii,&bi 
read      -        -        -        -       -      •     • 

read  a  aedond  time    -        .       .      .     • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •     ' 

reeommitted  to  a  select  committee     •     - 

reported  with  amendmenta 

agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  letdbg  • 

riNid  a  third  time,  and  paaeed  as  ameiided  • 
Georgia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repmeniir 
tires  declaring  the  aasent  of  Coogna  ^ 
an  aet  of  the  State  o^  read    - 

read  a  aaeond  time,  and  refoned  to  t  eoi' 
mittee  -        -        -        -       •      "   .  * 

reported  without  amendment,  read  t  third 

tiniia,  and  paaeed 

GUea,  Mr.,  apeech  of;  on  the  biU  to  reekirter  tbe 
.       Bank  of  the  United  Sutae     - 

credentiala  of^  for  aix  yeaia,  from  third  tf 

March  next,  ordered  to  be  filed     - 

Oilman,  Kicholaa,  of  New  Hampefaire,  the  at- 

dentials  of,  for  six  years  from  third  of 

March  next,  preeented,  and  ordered  ^ 

be  filed 

Goodridi,  Mr.,  apeedi  oi;  on  Mr.  Claj^  w^ 

tion  reepectiog  violation  of  order  ' 
Gordon,  Joaeph,  and  others,  Mr.  Worthiii|ttB 
preeented  a  meniorial  of,  piayiof  «■'>' 
teration  In  the  UwireTatiagtolsadf,^ 
reforred  to  a  aelect  committee 
Goivminent,  a  bill  from  thaHouse  of  RepffM"^ 
atirea  making  appropriatioBs  fiv  die  Mp- 
port  oi;  for  1810,  read,  dtc.    • 

lead  a  aacond  time,  and  rafened  to  t  con- 
mittee  -        -       -       -       •      -     ' 

lepaftad  without  amendment    - 
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•▼eminent— contUmed. 

taken  tip,  m  m  Committfe  of  the  Whole, 

ttmenaed,  reported,  and  ordered  to  a.third 

rteadtng       '  -        •        -        -        •        ■- 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed  as  amended   • 

rmnt,  Lewie,  a  hill  from  the  Honee  of  fiepre* 

■entativee  to  change  the  name  ofy  read,  dbc 

read  a  eeoood  time    -    •    •        -        « 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .       ,,        . 

'  read  a  third  time,  and  paiaed     -        -     *  - 

regEr  Andrew,  of  Penn^lvaniai  attended 

rice,  Mr.,  tnlbrmation  gtren  by,  ta  (he  Bank 

'  Commiitee    -       -       -        -        -      '  - 

H. 


Page. 


178 

174 

106 

107 

100 

111 

66 

166 


mond,  Philip,  for  inmielf  and  othera';  Mr. 
Clay  preeented  a  petition  of,  praying  com- 
~    peneation  for  certain  aervices,  ^fcc,  referred 
to  a  select  committee     -        - 
«Tre  de  Grace  Bridge  CompBny,'ar  hUl  author- 
izing the  eale  and  grant  of  a  certain  qtian- 
tity  of  land  to  the,  read,  4kc.  •        -        « 
read  a  lecond  time    -        .        . 
<irdered  16  a  third  reading  -        -        -        - 
rejected  on  the  Uiird  reading     -        «        - 
wusn,  Charlotte,  Mr.  Bradley  preeented  a  peti- 
•  txon  oft  praying  a  grant  of  land  to  her,  ae 
n  Canadian  refugee,  reftrrted  to  a  select 

committee     -  ^ 

enry, 'Patrick,  anecdote  of,  rented  by  Mr.  Clay    "SOO 
Mr.,  epeecb  of,  an  the  occupation  of 
"Weat  Florida         ...        *        ^      43 


ISO 


131 
106 
100 
16^ 


106 


iportera,  Mr.  Leib  presented  thp  petitioli  of 
aundxy,  read,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee ^on  our  relations  with  France  and 
Great  Britain  -  -  -  -  <•  00 
dex  to  the  LaMrs,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
RepresentafiVee  aulhorizing  the  Seqretaiy 
of  State  to  cause  a  gencnu,  to  be  made, 
printed,  and  distributed  .  -  ^  «  -  •  176 
read,  At.     '      -        -        -        -  -    008 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee  -        -        -        .        .        .        '.    840 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -     '  -        ...        .    803 
read  a  third  time,  and  indeilniiely  postponed    320 
diana  Territory,  a  memorialof  the  Legislatire    . 
Couneil  and  House  of  Representatives  oi^ ' 
praying  sundiy  modifications  of  the  laws  - 
relating  to  the  public  lands,  referred  to 
the    Committee    5n    the  Pitposition  of 

Public  Lands 100 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
proTiding  for  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  •  ' 
in,  read,  dtc.  .....     126 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com* 
mittee  .......     127 

reported  without  amendment     -*       -        -     173 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...    203 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .      -  .        -    320 
notice  of  a  bill  to  extend  the  right  of  suf- 
frage in 126 

hill  presented,  read,  dbc.  -  •  •  -  •128 
read  second  time,  referred  to  a  committee  -  130 
reported  without  amendment  .  -  -  173 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    347 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        -    340 
returned  from  the  House  of  Rqnesentatitee 
with  amendments,  and  concurred  in        •    868 


Injunction  of  Secrecy,  Mr.  i^ekering 

a  reeolutidn  that  the,  beiemored  from  the 
Mpers  relating  to  Louisiana  and  West 
Florida       •  *  .  *  -        "        •        •        " 
the  vesolutiott  negatived     -        .      .  * 
Invalid  Pensioners*  a  biU  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives concerning,  read,  dec.  - 
iread  a  feoond  time,  (hdered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  pamd    -       .       . 

J. 

Jfi'dicial  System,  a  biU  in  addition  to  the  act  to 
amend  the,  read  twice,  and  reforre4 
./reported  with  an  amendment,  and  oodered 
to  a  third  reading.  -        -        .        . 
read  a  third  time  by  ^consent,  and  passed    - 

K. 

Kaakaskja,  report  of  the.  Seeretary  of  the  Tre^ 
ury  6n  the  subject  of  rejected  claims  to 
land  in  the  District  of    .        >        . 

Kentucky;  Mr.  Clay  presented  a  memorial  of  a 
number  of.  the  dtixens  o(  praying  a  re- 
newal of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  State* ;  leforted  to  the  Bank  Com- 
mittee' -    '    -        -       *•        • 


Page. 


Lakes,  &c«,  Mr*  Dana  submitted  a  resolutidn  re- 
lative to  the  donvenience  of  communica- 
tion thereon,  dbc.   -        -        -    .    - 
the  resolution  agreed  to,  'and  a  committee 
appointed       -        -        -        - 
'  Lambert,  John,  of  New  Jersey,  attended 
Lawsi  a  bill,  authorising  a  subscription  to  tiw 
'  edition  of  the,  by  Bioren  and  others,  read 
and  referred  ---'*.- 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        - 
Lee,  Rev.  Jesse,  a  message  from  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, that  they  have  appointed, 
Ohaplain       -        •        - 
Leoj  Rlchari  Bland,  a  motion'  to  refer  ihcmemo- 
rial  Q^  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  Aegatived 
Leib,  Mr. j  speech  of,ontbe  biU  to  renew  the  char- 
ter of  the  Bahk  of  the  United  SUtes 
Leiper,  Mr.,  information  given  by,  to  the  Bank 

Committee    -,       - 

'Leitzendorfor,  Eugene  de,  Mr.  Bradley  presented 

a  petition  of;  refer^  to  a  select  committee 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read,  dec*        .       ^        . 

read  a  second  time    -        ...        • 

ordered  to  third. reading     • 

-   read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

returned  from  the  House  of  Repxesentatives 

with  an  amendment,  which  was  read 
and  disagreed  to      -  -  v  • .  • 
Library,  Mn  Leib  submitted  a  resolution  to  ap- 
>     point  a  joint  cotnmittee  on  the 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
a  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives concanring,  de^      -        .        - 
a  lettisr,  from  A.  Seybert,  on  behalf  of  said 
committee.  Was  read,  stating  the  bad  con- 
dition of  the  r<H>ra,  and  asking  permission 
to  place  the  books  in  one  of  the  committee 
rooQis  of  the  Senate,  which  was  granted 
on  motion  of  Mr.' Leib,  the  joint  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  permanent    arrange- 
menta  for  the  aafo-lLeeping  of  the  books   • 
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Limitati*n,  repbrtsfiom  tht  QeenHmy  of  Ike  Tre*- 
iforyp  on  the  iiibject  of  cljdm».  barred  by 
tbe  statiitee  of       -        -        «•        *       19 
^    on  motion  of  Mr.  Crawford,  the  repilrt  wis 

referre4  to  a  lelect  committee        •        «     ^ 
Lloyd,  James,  of  Maaaaehiuetts,  attended  •        •.      31 
remarka  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolation,  relative 

to  violation  of  order       •      *•        -        •  C7,80 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  lecharier  the  Beak 
of  the  United  States       -        -        -        -     156 
Loan,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaentatives 

aitthorizin^  a,  read  twice  and  referred     -  '  358 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 369 

'  read  a  third  time,  and  passed' as  amended    •    360 

Lord's  Day,  the,  Mr.  Gregg  presented  the  m^mo- 

'    rial  ef  the  Clergy  of  Philadelphia,  praying 

such  an  amendiinent  of  the.  Post  Office 

.laws,  aa  to  prohibit  mails  6ti»  refen^  to  a 

.  select  committer     -        -'       i*        -        -•   116 

a  report  from  said  oommitlee>,  indefinitely 

postponed -    362 

Lorman,  William,  and  othera;  Mr.  8mith»of  Maij- 
land,  presented  a  petition  oft  praying  n- 
lief  from  an  alleged  violation  of  the  Jion- 
intercourse  act  •  ,  *•,  -  -  -  353 
Louisiana,  Mr.  Bayard  submitted  a  resolution,  in 
relation  to  the  metes  of,  as  ceded  by 
France  -  .  •  -  •  *  -  -  ^Q7 
the  resolution  negatived    -  -        -    109 

'M. 

Ipiichen*  Lewis,  H*,  (a  clerk*)  oatho^  to  Wp  ifi*   • 

violate  the  secret  proceedings,  dec.  -  -  378» 
Hacnamar^  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

aentativea,  for  relief  oC    .-    '  -        -        --   368 
referred  to  a  select  oommittae     -        •  ■      -    369 
,  repotted  with  amendments,  read  three  times, 
and  passed  «a  amended    •    -  r  **    ^0 

If IMteiL  Mechanics  and  Manufacturers,  of  Philft- 
.    dalphii*  Mrw  L#ib  presented  a  petition  ef  a 
largO'  number  of  the,  ptayiog  a  renewal'  of 
.     th»  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  referred  to  the  B^k  Committee    109 
Mathers,  James,  8ergeant-^i-Arma  and  Dporkeep- 

er,  authoriied  to  employ  an  assistan|»  dec.  10 
Matthewson,  Blisha,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended  -  9 
Mvmphr^ymngpg,  a  btlL  to  estaMieh  tha  Distiiot 

oL  read  &g.  -  •  •  -  •  «  ISO 
read  a  second  time.  •  .  .  •  r  130 
ordered  to  a  third  leadiag  *  •  -  •  173 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  •  .  •  174 
Message,  the  Prewdent's  Annual  •  -.  •  11 
read,  and  five  hundred  copiea  ordered  to  be 
printed    --        -        •        .....15 

a  confidential Si 

eommunicating  a  letter  from.oar  Mihister  at 

London,  or&ed  .to  be  printed        -        -      95 
communicating  letters  from  the  Charge  d' Af- 
faires at  Paris,  ordered  to  be  printed        •     IIS 
Militaiy  Ac%demy»  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  sp  much  of^the  Preaident's  Mes* 
sage  as  relates  to  the,'  and  Coqps  of  Engi- 
neers, was  refeired  to  a  sbleot  committee      16 
Military  BstaUishment^  report  of  the  Seccetaiy  of 

War,  on  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  -      86 
.    a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representative^ 
making  appropriations  for  support  of  the^ 
for  1811,  read,  dtc.         •        -        •        •    105 
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Establishment^-continnad. 
read  a  seoead  time,  and  refeflvd  In  a 

mittee     •      .       -        -        -        -       - 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
oideved  to<a  thhd  reading  .        •        •        . 
read  a  third  time,  and  piuMd     «... 
Militia,  on  aotioB  of  Mr.  Leih,  'se  raneii  af  fte 
Message  as  relates  to  the  organimtieii,  && 
of  the,  wai  referred  to  a  seloot 
said.oommittee  rejportod  and  w«i« 
a  Message  from  Uie  President,  with  a  teport 
of  the  Seoetary  of  War,  pnpared  in  obe- 
dience to  a  resolution  (Mfthe  taatneasieiu  dte. 
a  Message  from  the  Preaident  trananitting  a 
return  of  the    -     -  •     - 
Mills,  William,  Mrr  Danapreseiifcod  apetitioa  oC 
'  referred  to  a  select  committee     ... 
a  bill  for  relief  of»  read,  dec*        ... 
read  a  seoond.  tim^  and  ordeced  to  a  third 
reading    ...       .-         - 
.  read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed       ... 
Miaifie,  Charles,  a  biU  from  tbe  House  of  Bcpie- 
'  sentatives,  for  relief  o^  read  and  ind^n- 
itely  postponed    .    -        -         •        •       .  Jll 
Ministen  ^d  Consuls,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bnd- 
l«y,'  a  committee  was  appointed  to  EiM|ue 
whedier  alterationa  are  neceaeary  in  the 
act,  fixing  the  compensation  of 
Mint,  a  mesaage,  from  the  PresideAt,  oomBsai- 
eatiog,  the  report  of  the  Director  of  dis   • 
Miscellaneous  Claims,  report  from  the  SecxetMT 
of  the  Treasury,  of  tSie  moneja  ezpeoded 
in  1810,Nfor  the  discharge  o^  dec    • 
Missiasippi  Territory,  Mr.  Anderson  pfMORsI  a 
memorial  of  the  Legialatire  C^nnciL,  be. 
of,  praying  that  said  Territory  may  te  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  referred 
McDonald,  John  6.,  (idefk,)  oalh  o^  to  keep  ia- 
violttfee  the secral  proceedings  oi  theSttsli 

N, 

Manhviile,  Tennessee,  a  bill  from  the  Hoose  of 
R^rQsentathres  to  ramova  ^the  land  office 
.  ,       .  from,  read     -        -        •         -    ...    94 
read  a  aecOnd  time    -        .     •  -        •      -    * 
referred  to  a  select  committae    -        .       .    §1 
reported  with  amend  menta,  which  were  read  l^ 
ordered  to  a  third  nading  aa  amended       •   19 
read  a  third  time  aa  amended,  snd  passed  -    I^ 
retnmed  from  the  Hotiso  of  Rgfyeaentstivei 
I  with  concurrence  in  oaf  and  diaagrasaifint 

to  the  other  amendments        -        .       .   17^ 
tbe  Senate  receded  firom  the  ameadacato 
4>Mgr«ed  to**        *        -        -        ..£. 
National  ^omories^  report  from  the  8ec»taiy  ef 

War,  on  the  expense^  dbc,  of  the  •        -  ^ 
Navy,  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  en  the 

expenditures,  ^c  -        -        -        .       .    # 
a  bill  making  appropiationa  for  support  of 

the,  for  1811,  read,  dtc  -        -        -       -  1<K 
read  a  third  time^  and  referred  to  a  cosiBUt- 

tee        . l« 

r       reported  without  amendment     •        -       '    ^^\ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        .       .    11? 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        «       •    IS 
Navy  Hospitals,  a  bill  from  the  Hoaae  of  R^re- 

resentativea  to  establish,  read,  dec  •        -    1^ 

yand  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  committer    1'^ 

reported  without  amendment     -        *        -  3^ 

rea4  a  third  time,  and  pasaed    ••       •       •  ^ 
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'wr  Inlet,  Noith  GavoluM,  a  bill  to  oMOt  a  bM^ 

con  at,  &c.,  read,  &o.     ....    347 
(See  Cope  Eiizabdh — ■ame  bill.) 
» vr  Jersey,  a  oill  from  the  Houae  of  B^eaen* 
tatiTea  to  annex  a  part  o^  to  the  ooUeo- 
tion  diatrict  ofNew  York,  read,  dtc«    <  .  ^    358 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  oonuitit- 

tee ^        •    869; 

reported  witliout  amendmant,  read  m  thirds 
time,  and  paaaed    .....    869 ' 
ewapapera,  usual  order  fox  the  supply  o(  to 

members tO 

.       O. 

:eaa  Insurance  'Company,  New    Yor^;  Mr. 
Smith,  of  New  Yorkf  pfeaenlod  amamqrial 
of  the,  praying  a  lehawaJ  of  the  charter  of  * 
the  Baj)k  of  the  Ui)ite4  dtetes ;  referred  to . 
the  Bank  Committee     -  .  •  •        -        •    101 
Kcers  of  the  Customs,  Mr^  Brani  aiibmittod  a 
reaolutioh  that  aeomoiittee  be  ^appointed 
to  bring  in  m  bill  makinig,  compenaatioB  to 
certain  •       -.      -        -       -.      -        .    429 
the  resolution  disagreed  to         •        .        .    161 
hio»  Mr.  Campbell  gave  nptiee  of  a  bill  to  «»- 
thorixe  the  Uying  out  %xifk  o^kaking  of  obr-> 
tain  roada  in  the  StatO  of         *        •        -    88 
a  hill  to.thateficctrQad,di(o.^       -        •        -    86 
read  a  second  lima,  and  refdned  to  a  cooimit- 

tee        -        -        -       .-        -        -  •     -      88 
reported  with  an  amendment   ,  -       -        •      94 
ordered  to  a  Curd  reading,,  with  the  amend- 
ment    -        -        *        -        -     .  -        -      96 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -      97 
a  lotter  fiom  the  Governor  of,  enekiaiiig  a 
resolntion  of  the  Legislatare,  approving  the 
meaaarea  <tf  the  General  GoTexument      •    240 
^hio  Canal  Company,  notice  of  a  biU  to  author- 

iie  a  aubscription  to  the  stock  of  tbe        -      39 
a  hill  to  that  e&ct,  road,  dsiv      -        -        -^     37  , 
read  a  second  time    -  .     -       •       -        -      86 
referred  to  a  committee      -        -        -        ••88 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordeied: 
to  a  third  reading  •'       -       -       •<      .-      94 
hiia,  Luie  de,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
communicated,  confidentially » the  tra^ala* 
tion  of  a  letter  frem,  to  the  Captain  Gen- 
eral of  Cara^caa,  wjiioh  was  rea4«  and 
referred         -  -      •        .        •        ... 
Mr.  Champlih  submitted  a  reeolutSon  to.  in- 
quire whether,  had  .been  appointed  a  ^m- 
cial  Minister  to  the  United  Statue  -   .    - 
the  resolution  negatived    .... 
>rd,  Mr.,  information  given  by,  to  the  Bank' 
Committee    -      ^  •'       -        -        *•        . 
Means  Territory,  a  bill  eiteriding  the  laws 
now  in  force  in,  to  the  ritf^r  Perdido, 
read,  dee.       -  '     -        ... 
re^  a  second  time    •        -        •        - 
debate  on  the  third  reading        ... 
recommitted     -        •        •  '  •    . 
Mr.  Dana  subihitted  a  resolution  relating  to 

the  survey  of  the  coast  of,  agreed  to 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  <»f  the  Treasury 

in  reply  to  said  reeotution 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTea,  to 
enable  the  peq>10  of,  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion preparatoiy  to  their  admission  into 
the  Unimi»  lead,  dte*     •       -       «       •     79 
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Orleans  Territory— continued.  Page, 

reabd  a  second  timefAnd  rOforred  to  a  <^m- 

mittoe  -  -  -  .  -  -  -  -  98 
reported  with  amendmenU  -  -  -  103 
one  of  the  amendmenta  disagreed,  to  -  -  106 
consideration  resumed  .•  .  •  1-07,110 
aoBse  amendmenta  adopted,  and  ordered  to 
.a  third  reading  -  -  .  •  •  .  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
^  Wi^  agreement  to  all  the  amandments 

but  one         -        -        -        -  .     - 

the  ^^nato  Insisted  etttiiat  one  ... 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard,  the  President  of 

tha  United  States  was  requested  to  cause 

'     to  be  iaid  before  the  Senate  the  lateat 

ceaaus  of  the  people  of  - 
a  Mfaaage  from  the  President,  in  reply  to 
the.reaolntiAa       •       .       - 
Oiieana  and  Louisiana,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Bepseaentatives,  providing  for  the  final 
adjoatment  of  claims  to  land  in  the  Terri- 
tories of        .-,.... 
bill  read,  dec    -.       -        -        -    ,    .     .  . 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee •  - .       -        -        •     .  " 
reported  with  amendments 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
Mr.  Cutts  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  providing  for  th^  final  adjustment 
of  claims  to  land,  dec.    ... 
bUl  presented. to  that  efiect,  read,  dec. 
read  a  second/  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee .        .        •        -        -        -        - 
amended,  and  ordered  to  the  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  aa  amended  - 
Qsage  Tribes,  Great  and  Little,  the  President  of 
<the  United  States  transmitted  copies  of 
a  treaty  with  the    -        .  '      .        .        .    g4o 
a  bill  from  the  Houile  of  Representatives 
mining  appropriations  to  carry  into  effect' 
the  treaty  witn  the,  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  teading 
'  read  a  third  lime,.and  passed     ... 
pswegatehie,  a  bill  to  establish  the  district  of, 
and  others,  read,  dec     -      '  - 
read  a  second  time    -        .... 
ordOred  to  a  third  reading  -,    '    - 
r^d  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        - 
fearl  River,  a  bill  Uom  Ae  House  of  Represent- 
ative authorizing. the  Register  and  Re- 
ceiver of  Public  Moneys  to  superintend  the 
public  sales  of  f^nds  in  the  district  of,  read 

twice • 

referred  to  a  select  committee  -  -  - 
reported  with  amendmehts,  which  ,were  read 
amendments  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 

read  a,  third  time/  and  passed  as  amended  - 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives. 

with  agreement  to  one  amendment,  and 

\      .  disagreement  to  others  .        -        -        - 

the  Senate  receded 

(Included  in  the  bill  fo  remove  the  land 
office  from  Nashville.) 
Perdido,  Mr.  Clay  (in  secret  session)  reported  a 
biU  to  enable  the  President  to  take  posses- 
aion  of  the  tenftory  east  of  the,  read,  d^    371 
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'Pardido— continued.  Page. 

ordend  to  «  lecond  reading       -       -.     '  .    373 

read  a  third  time,  and  ptaaed     ...    374 

a  committee  appointed  to  cairj  the  aame,  con- 
fidentially, to  the  Honaeof  Repreaenta* 
tirea      -.----- 

a  eoniSdential  joint  reeolutioli  iWmi  the  Honae 
of  RepresentatiVea  on  the  aame  inbjeet   • 
'    read  a  second  time,  amended,  read  a  third 
time»  and  paased  as  amended  - 

the  Houae  ti  Repreaentaiivea  eonour  tn  the 
amendment  •        -        -        •        <* 

a  Meaaage  from  the  PrCaident  of  the  United 
States,  stating  that  he  has  approved  the 
bill,  dbc.         -   .    -        -        -        -  •     -    378 
Philadelphia,  Mr.  Leib  pr^aented  a  memorial  of 
a  namber  of  citizens  of,  prayfaig  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United  8tatea  may  be  re* 
chartered,  referred  to  ihe  Bank  Commit- 
tee        -        -        -     ;  «.        w        .        .112 
Phillips,  David,  and  others,  brassfoonders ;  Mr. 
Smith,  of  New  York,  presented  %  petitkni 
of,  praying  the  removal  of  the  daty  on  amc,  ~ 
read      •        -        -        '        -    .   -        -      43 
Pickering,  Timothy,  of  Massachusetts,  attended      11 

remarks  oC  on  the  bill  for  the  occupation  of 
West  Florida         -        -'       -        -         48,  M 

^leech  of,  oft  Mr.  Clay's  resohition  charging 
him  with  a  violation  of  order  --     .  -         75,  82 

qpeech  of,  on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Ban^ 
of  the  United  States       ...        :    308 
Pittsburg,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the  petition  of  citi* 
<•      lens  of,  praying  that  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  Uie  United  States  may  not  be  re- 
newed; referred  to  the  Bank 'Committee  - 

Pope,  Mr.,  speech  o^  on  the  bUl  for  the  occupa-* 
tion  of  West  Florida      -        -        -        - 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Clay^  resolution  relating 
to  Mr.  Pickering's  violation  of  order 

speech  o^  on  the  \)ill  to  renew  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes 

speech  of^  in  reply  to  Mrf  8.  Smith     - 

election  of,  as  President  pro  /em.  of  Senate 
Porter,  David,  Mr.  Anderson  presented  a  petition 
of,  praying  compenaation  ibr  certain  sea- 
ores  at  New  Orleana,  under  the  non-inter- 
courae  laws ;  referred  to  a  committee 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of»  read,  d&c  •        -        . 

read  a  aecond  time    -        ^        -  .      *      i.' 

recommitted  to  a  select  committee 
Postmaster  General,  report  ai  the,  in  obedience 
to  act  of  Congress  ..... 
'  'biH  from  the  House  of  Representatives  allow- 
ing additional  compensation  to  the,  read  -    368 

indefinitely  postponed        ....    370 
Pvcsidefit  of  the  United  States,  the  gsoal  joint 

committee  appointed  to  wait  o^  the        -  9, 10 

report  of  said  committee    -        -        -        •      11 

annual  Message  of  tha       .        .        .        .      n 

joint  committee  to  report  to  the,  that  Con* 
gress  was  ready  to  adjourn  -  -  -  368,  870 
n«perty, confiscated,  dec,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a 
resolution  roqa^sting  certain  information 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  in 
relation  to-        •        ..        .        -98 

lesoltttion  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  mp-. 
pointed  to  wait  on  the  President     .        -     100 

a  Message  from  the  President,  communicat- 
ing the  information  deaired    •        -        -    105 


118 
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188 
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Protecting  Dotiea,  Mr.  Clay  prsaentcd  t  mou. 
rid  of  a  great  nnmbier  of  mediaaioi  vd 
manofactnreT8,praying  encoongcneotfaj,' 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed     •     . 
Proteafknt  Cpiac<^al  Church,  bUl  fiom  the  Hour 
of  Representatives  to  ineorponte  the,  of 
Alexandria,  read,  dtc.    -       - 
read  a  second  time    -        .       .      .     . 
third  reading  veftised,  a  vote  to  reesiuider, 
and*  the  b&l  rjeferred  to  a  select  oosuniftce 
reported  without  amendment,  and  eniad 
to  a-  third  reidlng  -       .... 
read  a  Uiird  time,  and  passed    •      •     • 
the  President  of  the  United  Statci  letonea 
itvrith  objeetiens^attdamensgefroBitbe 
fieusa  iaformed  the  Sensis,  tliit,«iR- 
«oaaideratioB,  the  bDI  was  rejected 
Public  Arms,  a  report  fiom  dM  SeatHaij  of  Wir, 
'  on  the  sale  of         ..... 
P^iUic  Bviidfaiga,  a  report  htm  Sorfeyerof  (W 
Public  CoBtncta,  a  report  from  the  Seo^of 
Wa^,wi0i  two  «tot»mentiO<;iBsdeWtk 
'    Department,  and  by  the  Tnpnjmtifi^ 
lie  Slipplies  •        •        .       .      .    • 
'  fepDit  froi^  the  Secretary  of  the  TmsajM 
the,  made  by  hie  Departmest  •      -    • 
PubHc  Laodaton  nM>tioB  of  Mr.  Woithingm,! 
committee  waa  oppciBted  to  iD^iifevks 
fotiher  pravismm  are  oefeeaitiy  kf  ike 
disposition  of  the    - 
Mr.  Worthittgton  presented  the  resMntf 
tho  Legislature  of  Ohio,  inslmdiBs^ 
Representatives  to  procure  sn  extosn 
oJF  the  tilne  for  payment  on,  nbnti   • 
a  bill  making  Ibrther  provisien  fer  the  ak 
of  raservatimia,  read,  dice  *    * 

read  a  aecond  time,  amended,  and  oiderri  to 
-  a  thiid  reading       -        •       .      •     • 
read  a  thisd  time,  and  paased  as  tmeiMM  • 
a  Message  fiom  the  Preaident  of  the  United 
Statea,  transmitting  copiesof  theliwiiliet- 
ties,  and  other  documents  relatiDg  10  the 
zafened  to  a  select  Committee    - 
'    a  bill  making  further  distribution  of  tk  kn 
relating -to,  read,  dbc.     - 
read  a  second  time     -        .       .      •     • 
ordered  lo  a  third  resfding  •       -      •     * 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased     - 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepiceeDtitiva 
with  amendments  -        .       .      •     * 
which  were  concurred  in  >  - 


V 


•  If 


m 


39 
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Qnartermaater'a  Department,  Mr.  Leib  giv«  » 
tice  of  a  bill  to  establish  a      -      «     * 
a  bill  to  establiah  a,  read,  &e.    - 
read  a  second  time,  referred  to  acommittt* 
reported  without  amendment,  and  oideiw 
to  a  third  reading  .       .       -      -     ' 
read  a  thitd  time,  and  postponed  to  oextev 
sion  of  Congress    -       -       •      *      0  to 
Quorum,  the  usual  orders  adopted  in  reUtieo  a  >>  J^^ 
adjournment  of  the  Senate  for  want  oft  ' 

R. 

Reed,  Philip,  of  Maryland,  attended  - 

RoUina,  Ebeneier,  Mr.  Lloyd  piesented  t  pebj 

tion  of,  relating  to  debeotorss,  leftn^ 

to  the  committee  on  thepetjIienofCf^'S' 

Armroyd,  dc  Co.    .       -       *      *     ' 
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RoUinv,  Ebenoer — MntiniMd. 
»  bill  Ibr  relief  o^  read,  Stc. 
read  a  second  time    -   . '  - 
oidered  to  a  third  reading-  "  * 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed 

deameii,  a  Meceage  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  transmitting'a  report  from 
&e  Sfcretaty  of  8taie,  relaUng  to  the  sup- 
port of  distressed  American,^  read  and  xe- 
lerred    - -        -IS 

a  bill  from  the  ifouse  of  RepresentaCifres  ma- 
king an  additional  anpropriatioil  for  relief 
and  -protection  of  distressed  Amencmii 
Tead>dtc.       .----, 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  eommit* 
tee        .        -        .        -        ... 

reported  widiont  amendment  '  • 

ordeied  to  a  third  reading  -  .      -        .  '   «  . 

read  .a  thini  time,  and  pasted     -        .   -  •  • 

Mr.  Dana  gave  notice  of  a  bill  for  relief  of 
Vnited  States        •        -        -    '    - 

bill  to  that  ellectrea^,&c.  -^       -        .      -  . 

read  a  seeuid  time    - 

referred  to  irseleet  committee'   -        - .      - 

reported  with  amendments  »        - 

postponed  ta  the  -next  seerion  of  Congreas  - 
^nate,  members  present  at  the  meeting  of  the    - 

secret  aession  of  the  •        *      «•       - 

adjournment  of  the    -        "    '    * 
Iberifis,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  authorize  the  election  of,  ui  Indiana  Ter^ 
ritorjr,  read '  -        -        -        -!'.--' 

read  a  seoond  tiriie,  and  referred  to  a  oommk- 
tee        -.--.'-. 

reported  with  an  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  diird  reading,  as  amended       ^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  rejected    ... 

Sinking  Fand,  a  import  of  the  Commissioners  of 

Oke        ....... 

Smith,  Laxkin,  Mr.  Giles  presented  the  petition 
of,  praying  additional  compensation  as  col- 
lector of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  referred 
to  a  select  committed      .... 

a  bill  for  tiie  relief  of,  and  the  coUeclors  of 
Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  read    - 

read  a  second  time     .'..-. 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -    '    - 

referred  to  a  select  committee 

indefinitely  postponed  -  -  -  .  - 
^inith,  John,  of  New  York,  attended  - 

Smith,  Samuel,  of  Maryland^  remarks  of,  on  Mr. 
Pickering's  reading  a  letter  communica- 
ted confidentially  to  the*  Senate 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  touch- 
ing the  same  -...-. 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Dana,  on  the  same    71,  7S,  73 

on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 

speech,  of,  on  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  of  the  Bank  charter 

complains  of  indisposition,  and  gives  way  to 
adjournment  -        -        -        .  •      . 

resumes  his  speech    ..... 

Jiock,  Mr.  Taylor  submitted  a  resolution  relative 

to  the,  standing  to  the  credit  of  any  State, 

dtc.     --.-..- 

resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed -        -'       -        -        -.      -        -    100 

llthCoN.  SdSxss. 
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Suffrage,  a  bill  to  extend  the  n|^t  of,  in  the  la^ 
diana  Territory,  read,  dco. 
'     read  a  second  lime      -        •  • 
lepoftad  without  amendment 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  -  , 
read  a  thiid  time,  and  passed   * 
returned  from  the  House  of  Repreaentatives 
with  aniendments,  which  were  concurred 
in-        -'-        • 
Sunday  Mails.    (See  JUortPa  Day*) 
Susquehanna,  Mr.  Anderson  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion, relating  to  a  bridge  over  the,  at  Havre 
de  -Grace,  which  was  referred  to  a  com- 
ihittee    -.----. 

•  '  '      ;    ^• 

Taylor,  Johai  of  South  Catpiina,  produced  hia 

eredantiala  as  Senator,  in  place  of  Thomaa 

Sumter,  resign^,  was  qualified,  and  took 

his  seat -'       •        -    .    - 

remaxka  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  respact- 

-     ing  Mr.  Pickering's  violatioa  of  order 

spaedi  ef,  On  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank 

Of  the  United  Statea       - 
new  credentials  of,  for' six  years  from  ^third 
of  Marbh  next,  ordered  to  be  filed  - 
Tennessee,  a  bill  from  the  Bouse  of  Represent* 
atives  providing  for  the  sate  of  a  tract  of 
land  lying  in  the  State  of,  read,  &e, 
read  i  second  time,  add  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee   -  ■ 

reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .     -  • 
read  a  third  time;  and  passed      ... 
Tervin,  Richard,  aif  d  others,  a  bill  from  the  House 
'  '   ~    of  Representatives  for  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com* 
mittee   •--.... 
reported  without  amendment     -        -      .• 
.  ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
'  read  a  third  time^  and  passed      -        - 
a  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
that  the. President  of  the  United  States 
had  returned  it  with  objections,  and  that, 
on  reeonsideration»  the?  had  rejected  it   - 
Mr.  Campbell  adted  and  obtained  leave  to 
present  another  bill  without  the  objection- 
able sections^  which  was  read  three  times 

and  passed 

returned  from  the  Ho^se  of  Repreaentatives 
with  an  amendment,  which  was  concurred 
in- 
Thompson  dt  Edgar,  and  others,  Mr.  German 
presented  a  memorial  of,  on  the  subject  of 
alleged  violations  of  the  non-intercourse 
met        -        -        -        -        -        -        - 

Torpedo,  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
on  the  practical  use  of  the      ... 
Trading  Houses,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  establtah,  with  the  Indian 

tribes     - 

read,  Ac.  --,-.--- 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee   - 

reported  with  amendments  ... 

agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    - 

Transfer  of  Appropriations,  a  report  of  the  Sec- 

retaiy  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject  of  a    * 
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Page. 
Tnunxm  of  the  United  States;  the  PraekleBt 

of  the  United  StaCee  trtosmitted  tfie  goQ- 

esal  account  of  the  «        •    .    •        •     101 

Treasury,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  in 

obedience  to  act  of  Oongreee  -  •  <  •  •  18 
a  report  irom  the  same,  in  comijlianee  with 

the  act  to  6x  the  compeniatioo  to  elerfca  116 
Turner^  Jamee,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  •  96 
THitner.  Samuel,  clerk,  oath  of,  to  keep  inviolate 

the  lecret  prooeedinge,  Ac*     •        •        •    37t 


U. 

Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maiy- 
land  presented  the  petition  of  the  PreH- 
dent,  &c«,  of  the,  praying  a  chatter,  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee    •        -        -      27 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  Mad,  Ac.      - ,      •      97 
read  a  eecopd  time    •*        -  «        •    '  98 

order^  to  a  third  reading  • .  •  •  •  100 
read  a  third  time,  find  passed  .  •-  ¥  101 
retimied  from  the  Hoase  pf  Represeatativea 

with  amendments  •  -  -  -  -  *ldl 
referred  to  a  select  committee  •  -  .  153 
reported  without  amendment,  with  a  motioii  - 

to  postpone  indefinitely,  negatived         •    174 
the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Rspreeen* 
tatives  concurred  in        -        «       ^       •    176 

V. 

Vke  President  of  the  United  States,  the,  attend- 

ed  and  took  the  Chair    -        r        r        *      18 
remarks  of  the,  on  giving  his  .casting  vote  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill  to  re- 
charter  the  Bank  of  the  United  States    -    346 
the,  gave  notice  that  he  would  be  absent  the 
remainder  of  the  session  ...    350 

Virginia  Line,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  on  the  sub* 
ject  of  granting  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the,  permissidn  to  locate  warrants, 
•  dec*       -.---.,    369 

Vogdes,  Mr^  information  given  hy,,tD  the  Bank 

Committee    -       ^       .        .       •        .    106 

Volnnteers,  a  bill  lo  authorise  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  aoospt  the  services  of, 
read  first  and  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading      -     .  -        *        •        •    866 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -       •       .    366 

W 

War,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of,  in  obedience 

to  the  act  to  establish  the  Department     •      66 
a  report  from  the  same,  in  obedience  to  the 
act  to  regulate  and  ix  the  compensation 
of  clerks        ---•-•      96 

Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  Mr.  Giles  pre-    . 
sented  a  memorial  of  the  City  Council  o( 
prayingsundry  amendments  to' their  char-  ' 
ter;  referred  to  a  select  committee  -        -      30 

Water  Communication,  Mr.  Dana  presented  a 
bill  concerning  the,  along  the   northern 
confines  of  the  United  States ;  imcB  read 
by  obnsent     -        -        •        -        -        -  v    08 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -    100 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -    101 

Wayne,  Isaac,  Mr.  Gregg  presented  a  petition 
of,  praying  remission  of  certain  sums 
found  against  the  estate  of  his  lather,  the 
late  Major  General  Anthony  Wayne,  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee    •       •     .  •      87 


is: 


Wayne,  Isaac— oontinued^  h^ 

reportofeaid  committee,  in  iavor  of  saae   •   « 
a  bill  for  relief  of^  read,  dtc        •        -      •    fi 
read  a  second  time    •        -        •       •      •    M 
■    read  a  third  time,  and  passed*     *       .      •    ij 
Western  Missionary  Sodety.  Mr.  Campbell  pie- 
>    sented  a  memorial  of  the;  refiored  lo  t 
committee     •  •     -        •         .       .      .  u 
West  Point*  a  bill  from  the  Hovse  ofBepnsn- 
tatives  to  anthoriM  the  Se4aetm3F  of  Wsr 
to  appoint  commissioners  to  settle  ^  ex- 
terior line  of  the  public  land  at,  rssd,  4t. 
read  a  eaoend  tijae    •        -        «       -      - 
leferred  to  a  eenunittee      •        ... 
reported  without  amendment,  end  etdned  Is 
a  third  reading      -        -  .      •       •      • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •      •      . 
Wheaton,  Joseph,  Mr.  Taylor  piesentsd  a 
moiial  of,  prajring  ninttneimliea^ 
to  a  committee      ... 
WheeGng  Road,  Mr.  Csmpbell  prasentod  a  fm- 
tioni  of  snndrf  innabitante  of  Ohio,  pn;- 
ing  a  contittUanoeof  the  road  from  Wsi^ 
ingtbn  to,  d^        -       - '       •       .     .  3(7 
White  Mountains,  a  hill  to  esUbliahtlM  dMtiiek«( 
read,  dtc       -'      •        • .      •      .     •  19 
read  a  second  time     •        «•        .       .     •  iM 
ordend  to  a  third  reading  -      .     .  in 

read  a  tlnrd  time,  and  passed     •      -     •  174 
Whiteside,  Jenkin,  of  Tennessee^  attended     •   ^ 
credentials  ,o(  for  six^  years,  from  ib»  ikkA 
ofMat^naxtiordmedtobefilid-     •  ^ 
Wilkinson,  James,  Mr.  Bradley  pieeentodtBe* 
morial  of  General,  praying  that  osdil  aay 
be  aUowed  him  on  the  books  of  theTni' 
sury  for  sundry  disbursements,  Ac;  tt- 
'  '     forred  to  a  committee     •        •      .     -  US 
report  of  said  semmittee    •        •      .     •  )H 
Wilson,  Eleanor,  a  petition  oi^  in  behalf  of  kr 
husband,  praying  that  hia  claim»ftv  stam 
frimished  the  Commissary  GenersI,  nsy 
be  taken  out  of  the  statute  of  MBitiiua*  lH 
Worthington,  Thomas,  produced  his  credentiali 
as  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio*  ii 
place  of  Return  J.  MeigSt  was  qasltfsd 
and  took  his  seat     -        •        .      .     •  ST 

Y. 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  Mr.  Uovd's  motion  to  smend 
the  bili  extending  the  Orleans  TerritoiT 
to  the  Perdido * 

on  Mr*  Honey's  motion  to  ask  InforaBtioii 
respecting,  title  to  certain  territory  -      -    ^ 

on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  respecting  Mr.Fiei- 
ering*s  violation  of  order         •       .      •    3 

On  recommitting  the  bill  making  fhilher  pie- 
vision  for  the  Corps  of  Engineen   •    H 1^^ 

on  rsconsideiing  the  indefinite  postponeawnt 
of  the  foreign  coin  bill    -        .       -     ;  ^^1 

on  amending  the  bill  to  admit  Orleans  Tsm- 
tory  into  the  Union        •        .     lOS,  W,  l^^ 

on  Mr.  Bayard's  resoltition  relative  ^^    ^ 
limits  of  Louisiana         -        -       .     •  w 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  adaut  0^ 
leans  Territory  Into  the  Union       •      *  ^^\ 

on  postponing  the  same     •        •       .      •  I'' 

on  amending  the  bill  making  provisien  fiv 
the  Engineer  Corps       -        -       .117,1*^ 

on  thS'fiMl  passage  of  the  biH  to  admit  0^ 
leans  Territoiy  into  the  Union      -      -  ^ 


INDEX. 
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and  Nftj»«-ciMitinued.  Page. 

OK  the.  fioid  pMiBge  of  lh«  bii  to^tinrauiig: 

the  judicial  system 
on  reeeding  from  the  -amendmeat  to  the  biU 

adniittiag  OMeana  Territory,  dica*    - 
OB  th^  bill  coftoeming  the  Buiiqaehaatta 

Bridge  -  .     -        -        -        •        - 
OB  indeftnite  poatponaineiitof  the  bill  to  char* 

fer  the  Union  Bank  of  Georgetovrn 
OB  amending  ihe  bill  to  dispoee  of  the  ire- 

aeired  sectiona  of  pabliq  land . 
on  fftriking  oat  tl|e  fint  aeetion  of  the  Mil  to 

recharter  die  Bank  of  the  United  dtatea 
oB  indefinite  ^tponemflni  of  the-  biU  oon* 

eeroing  certifi^atea,  oreditai  d&c     • 
OB  indefinite  poatponwnent  of  the  bill  to* 

eleet  aherijSiy  disc*  •  .  '    - .      •        ^      .  •> 
OB -the  panage  of  laid  bill  •        -        -^ 
OB  the  final  pMaage '  of  the  bill  lelatiiig  to 

certiflcatea,  cndita*  ftv.  -    '    - 
OB  aihending  the  bill  filing  a  tim#  ifbr  die 

next  meetiBg  of  Gohgfeia       *    ,    *  , 
OB  aaiejiding  tho  aiipplemehtaiar  bill  oon- 

eenung-cosmieiEcialmtefeonne       t    367»  36p 


-    131 


•    161 


163, 
-    174 


894 
346 


-    349 


350 
361 


-    368 


•    866 


360 


T^as  and  Nays — continued.  Page, 

on  postponing  the  eame     •        -.       •     ,  -    368 
on  the  third  reading  of  the 'same         -        -    368 
on  Mr.  Pickering's  motion  to  remove  the  in- 
^  junction  of  secrecy         .... 

on  the  final  passage  of' the  supplementaty 

intercourse  bill       -        -    .    .        •        .    861 
OB  a  motion,  in  aecret  session,  vthat  the  Sec- 
retary furnish  a  manuscript  copy  of  a  bill      371 
.    ^  a  motion  to  fhmish  a  printed  copy  of  the 

s^e     -        -        *        -        -        •        -    371 
on  amending  the  said  biH  -        -    378,373 

on  a  motion  to  remoYe  |he  injnnotion  of  s^ 

crecy.from  the  same       .        .        1 
oft  a  resolution  to  keep  the  same  inviolabily 

^secret;  dec.     •        -       .    .    »        . 
)  on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
on  the  final  passage  of  a  joint  resolution 
respecting  the  territory  east  'of  the  Per-' 
dido  river      -        •        -      "  -        • 


"    3t4 


374 
874 


Ziha  k  i^tltion  praying  the  removal  of  duties 
from  the  importation  of-       .       .       .. 


376 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRKSENTATIVE&  AND  APPENDIX, 


A- 
AiwoiuitabiUty,  a  bill  providing  fox  Ihe  move  ef- 
iectu^U  of  persona  intrusted  with  public 
moneys,  read  twice,  and  committed'       -    965 
Aceonnto,  appointment  of  the  standing  commits 

toeof  -  :  •  -  -  -  -  -.384 
Addison,  Re^*  Walter  D.«  messaifo  firom  the 
Senate  that  they  have  appointed  the. 
Chaplain  -  -  -.  «  -  -  ^V 
Additional  Assistant  Postmaster  Geneval»  die 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  weiB  i»- 
strocto^  to  brinf  In  a  Inll  establiahiag  b 
suitable  annual  salary  ibr  the  •        * 

bill  to  that  efiect  read  twice,  and  committed  4l4 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  •  - «  -  •  • 
rend  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  .  ^ 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
.  men^  wluch  was  read,  and  comantted  « 
reported,  aod.disagreed  to  .       •    .    .* 

Additional  Duties,  a  b^  fiw  imposing,  dbc.^  read 

twice,  and  committed     •        •        •        •    906 
Mr.  Eppes  laid  before  the  Hohse  a  corres- 
pondence with  .the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  subject  of    -        •       -,      •    907 
Mr.  Lyon  submitted  a  resolution  relatiiig  to^ 
which  wse  referred         -        -        -        -   -989 
AdJioumment,  a  message  from  the  Senate  diat 
they  have  appointed  a  joint  committee 
preparatory  to,  d(c,  which  was  concurred 
in,  and  a  committee  appointed  on  the  paYt 
of  thd  House         -       -        -       -       -  MIO 
Administration,  a  resolntioB  firom  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Ohio,  approving  the  course  of  the, 
was  laid  beibre  the  House.      -        -        -    974 
Allen,  JToseph,  a  new  member  firom  Massachu- 
setts, waa  qualified,  dbc         •       •       •    396 


461 
463 

487 
488 


Page. 
Alston,  Willia,  remaiks  of,  in  support  of  the 
motion  to  divide  the  rtaolution  relating  to 
manufactures  and  navigation,  and  refer 
' .  to  two  oommitteet  ....    388 

OB  the  apportionment  bill  •        ^^     897,  411,  487 
OB  the  teaotetioB  relating  to  General  Wil- 
kinson -       -       -      '•     .  -        -    .   •»    436 
OB  the  bill  fi>r  admitting  Orleans  Territoiy 
into  tho  Union       -        .        •        .     -  .    488 

Altterican  Manufiietnres,  a  report  firom  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures 
on  the  subject  of,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  -       •        -        .       -    908 

Aj^poitionmeut  of  Representetives,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Fisk  e  committee  ^as  appointed  to 
'  bring  in  a  bill  concerning  the         •        -    886 
a  bill  on  the  subject  ot,  read  twio^  and  com- 
mitted -'•••---    391 
postponed  to  Februa^       -        -        •        •    430 
Arikied  Neutrality,  Mr*  ftfumford  ojOEbred  a  rsso- 

lution  relating  to  an       -  >     -  >     •    ,    •  1098 

Aimioyd,  George  and  Company,  m  bill  for  relief 

oi,  read  twice,  and  committed         -       -    488 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  ttiird  reading      -    463 
read  a  third  ttn^e,  and  passed      .        .        -    468 
Armstrong,  General  JohB«  correspondence  of, 

vrith  Mr.  Pinkney  1153,1388,1829,1840 

with  the  Seoietaiy  of  State       1880, 1881, 1883, 

1887  to  1837 
with  Champagny,  Duke  of  Cadoro      1881, 1884, 

1886,  1836,  1888,  1839 

Aimy^  on  mdlloti  of  Mr.  Kewton,  the  report  en 
the  mortality  of  the,  at  New  Orieans, 
waa  referted  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Wholo .       -       -    468 
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Annj — continaed.  Pag«. 

the  vote  of  reference  reconitdered,  and  the  . 
subject  referred  to  a  aelect  committee      -  ,  452 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Helms  a  committee  waa 

appointed  to  request  the  President  of  the 

United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid  befbre 

the  House  a  return  of  the      -        -        .    673 

Andrain,  Peter,  a  biU  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed       ;        .        .        .        .    509 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered, 
to  a  third  reading  -      ,  •        -        .       ' .    961 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    963 

B. 

Bacon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  lelating  to 

foreign  coins  •        .        .        ...    400 
on  the  bill  to  rticharter  the  Banh  ^f  the 

United  States         -        .        ...    492 
on  the  memorial  of  Commodore  Tingey  .   -    699 
on  a  resolution  respecting  an-  unsettled  bal- 
ance     -        .        -        .        -        *;        .     832 
Ball  and  Affidavits,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gold  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  prnviding  for  the  more 
convenient  taking  of  recognisances  of,  dee,    696 
a  biH  to  that  eflect  read  twice,  and  <x>mmil^ 

\    t«d        -        - 836 

Baltimore,  Mr.  McKSm  presented  a  petition  of 
the  merchants  of,  referred  to  the  Commit* 
tee  of  Foreign  Relations        ...    473 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  a  bill  to  coattnoe  die  chaiw 

ter  of  the^  read  twice,  and  committed     ^^  461 
ireeommitted  to  the  Committee  on  die  Die. 

trict  of  Colqmbia 469 

reported  from  the  same,  read  twice,  and 

committed     -    .    -        .        •    ,    •        .    478 
reported  to  the  Ho«se        .....    937 
ordered  to  a  third  reading*        .        .        •    840 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed      -       •      •  ^    866 
Bank  of  Potomac,  Mr.  Lewie  praaented  a  peti- 
tion  of  the,  pricing  a  charter,  raferred  !• 
the  Cemmiitee  on  the  DistneC  of  Colum- 
bia.-       -        .        ..        •        .    886 
«  bill  from  99id  committee  to  incorporate  thp    &46 
read  twice,  and  committed         .        ;.        .    680 
reported  without  amendment      -        -        .    828 
recommitted  .   .        .        •      '.        ...    834 
amendments  reported,  and  agreed  to  .^        -     863 
committed  to  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole    896 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -    936 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    969 
Bank  of  the  Ignited  Sutes,  Mr.  Findley  present, 
ed  a  petition  of  the,  praying  a  renewal  of 
charter,  referred  to  a  select  committee     -    481 
Mr.  deybert  presented  a  petition  of  the  mer- 
chants, dec,  of  Philadelphia,  concerning 
**»•  -        ^        -        -        -     486,608 

otiier  petitione  to  the  same  effect  from  the 

Bank  of  New  York       *        -        -       -    610 
Mr.  Leib  submitted  a  resoluljon  proposing 

certain  mquiries  relating  to  the  -  -461 
the  resolution  agreed  to  -  .  .  .  486 
a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  incor- 
porate the  -  -  .  .  .  .486 
read  twice^  end  committed  .  . '  .  493 
delate  on  the  bill  in  Committee  •  >  680,  800 
fint  section  struck  out  in  Committee  •  -  646 
debate  on,  repewed  -  *  .  .  661,  791 
a  petition  from  citizena  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing a  renewal  of  charter  -        -    614,  679 


Bank  of  the  United  State*— coottnned.  }^ 

report  of  the  Seoetaiy  of  Wsr  ia  reply  to 
Mr.  Love^  resolution    .-       -       •     •  Mi 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasoiy  was  directed 
to  lay  before  the  ^ouse  a  list  of  the  Di- 
vectors  of  the,  with  a  stateme&t  ofthf 
specie  i<i  their  vaults     >       -      •      •  M 

report  of  that  oflkier  in  re|dy     -      •     -  "m 

another  report,  relating  to  the  drevlitioB  sf 
its  notes,  Asc,  referred  to  the  CsmBittet 
of  Ways  and  Means  -      •     •  9 

Mr.  JMcKim  prtsented  a  petilioD  of  mcr- 
ehanfts,  manufactnrersb  meehaaics,  he,  tf 
Baltimore^  praymg.  arenewal  of  the  efair- 
ter  of  the €i7,HI 

Mr.  Gardenif r.mlso  preiien.ted  a  pstitin  to 
same  effect  of  the  United  States  Insnruee 
Company  of  New' York         -      -     •  6(7 

Mr.  Smilie  piresentcd  a  reaohitioB  of  tki 
LegSdature  of  Pennsylvania  sgiimt  the 
'    'renewal of ijiarter  -       .      .     .  7K 

Mr.  Basaett  presented  a  rcsokitioB  of  the 
Ltgisl^ttre  of  Viigioi*  agsiBst  nehaitcr  8S 

Wr.  Bany  praaented  a  petitaon  of  inhibH 
'  tants  of  Kentucky,  praying  a  leocwil  •  O 

Mr.  Love  submitted  «  resolution  in  lelitM 

.    to  the  '  -   w   -        -        -       -      -     •  fS 

a  bin  repealing  the  tenth  section  of  the  ict 
to  incorporate  the»  read  twice,  andoai- 
mitted  -        -        -        -       .      .     •  » 

Mr.FindJey  preaented'a  petition  ofthe;pnf* 
ing  such  extensioa  of  their  oocpoitte  pW' 
era  as  may  enable  them  to  settle  tharl^ 
counts,  referred  to  a  select  commitlee  •  1<M8 

an  unikvorable  report  made  .     •  UQS 

Bank  of  Washington,  «  bill  to  incoiponte  th^ 
read  turice,  and  committed     -      -     * 

a  bill  firom  the  Senate  to  incemrate  the  • 

read  twice,  and  committed         •      -     - 

reported  to  the  House        .       .      .     • 

recommitted      -        -        -       .      .     •  w» 

reported  with  amendments,  whidi  were 
agreed  to       -        -        -        .      .     •  w 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  '     *  m 

read  a  third  time,  and  piMsed  as  amended  •  ^ 
BarlM^y  Powers^  a  bill  to  continbe  in  fetee  the 
act  further  to  |>rotect  the  commeia  an^ 
seamen  of  the  United  States  sgainit  the, 
read  twice,  and  oommitted     -      .     •  ^^ 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordetiJ 
to  a  third  reading  -  '      .       -      '     '  ^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased"   - 
Barlow,  Joel,  a  letter  from,  to  Uie  Speskcr  of  the 

^     Heusei  ordered  to  be  printed  • 
fiarry,  William  T.,  of  KentuAy,  the  Speaker 
laid  before  the  House  a  certificate  oftbe 
election  of,  as  a  Representative,  referrN 
to  the  Committee  of  jBleetions 
■    appeared,  and  was  <iualified,  dec.  *  ^ 

reinarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  admit  Orieaat 
Territory  into  the  Union        •       -     ' 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bitf 

of  the  United  States      .       -       '     . 

Bassett,  Burwell,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  too& 

his  seat * 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  recharter  tlv  Bm 
of  the  United  States       -       -      ' 

remarks  of,  on  a  bill  returned  by  the  Prei'*  ^ 
dent  with  objections      -    *  -      '     ' 
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Page. 
Beall,  Wm.  Dent,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  a  bill  for 

the  fdief  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  -    948 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        .        -  1109 
read  a  third  tune,  and  paaaed     •*        -  •      -  1110 
Beaumarchaia,  A.  £.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  3s>Mtt» 
the  petition,  papera,  &c^  in  the  -eaae  of. 
were  reibrred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims    460 
Bibb,  Mr^  remarks  oS^  on  a  resolikioa  to  admit 

Mianaaippi  Territory  into  the  Union    476,  476 
on  the  biU  to  admit  Orleans  Tenitorj  into  . 

the  Union      -        -        -        •        *     483, 504 
introdncCory  of  a  resolution  relating  to-  th» 
Terrttori^     -        -        -        -        -        -    488 

on  the  bill  supjdemeqtaiy  to  the  commercial 

intercodrse  bill  -    «        -        -     >  .    .  .  «    991 
on  tile  insolation  relating  to  an  armed  aen- 

tr^Uty -        -  1099 

on  the  bill  to  extend  the  right  of  andnlgein 
Indiana  Territory  -        -        -    '    j  1111 

Bigelow,  Abijah,  a  new  member  firom  Masea- 

cfittsetts,  was  qnalifi^d,  d^    -      - -'       -    401 
gpeech  of,  on-tbe  soppletnentary  commercial 
intercoarse  bill       -        .        .        .        .  i067 
Biorea,  JofaiH  and- others;  Mr.  Mitchill  pr^senDid 
a  petition  of, 'praying  the  patronage  of 
Congress  to  an  edition  of  thcv  Laws,  Ike, 
referred  toi  a  select  ebmmi^tee         -        •    047 
report  of  said  committee    •        -        •        -    748 
Blaiedell,  Daniel,  of  New  Hampshire,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat  -        .   .  , . ,      •        .    88d 
apeeohof,  oathe  smpplementary  commeieUl . 
intercourse  biU      -     .    -        •     -  •«        •  1089 
Boone  Island,  a  bill  to  erect  a  light-house  on, 
and- for  other  purposes,  read  twice,  and  com^ 

mitted   -. 034 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to « third  reading  «  •  -  -  •  975 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  989 
vetumed  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1062 
read  twice,  and  committed  •  -  -  1096 
reported  with  agreement,  and  concurred  in  1101 
Boyd,  Mr.,  remarks  of^  on  the  apportionment 

bUr    .  .        -        -        ....     398,403 
on  Mr.  Macon's  resolution  to  amend  ^  the ' 
Constitution  .....    455 

Brahan,  John,  Register  of  the  Land  O^ee  at 
Nashville,  lettiers  from,  to  the  Secretaiy  of 

the  Treasury 1291,1393 

Britiah  Army,  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  presented  a 
petition  of  the  officers,  dtc.  of  tl^e,  before 
the  Revolution,  in  relation  to  claims  to 
lands,  dice,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands         -        -        -        •        -    389 
an  adverse  report,  read,  and  concurred  in  -    463 
Brooke,  Edmund,  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on  the  petition  of,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -        -    647 
Bvooks,  J.,  the  Speaker  presented  to  the  House 
a  letter  ftom,  relating  to  the  falls  of  Ohio 
river      -        -        -        ...        -    839 
Brown,  Edward  C,  an  adverse  report  from  th^ 
Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of, 
on  the  ground  of  limitation,  was  recom- 
mitted with  instructions,  dbc.       -   -        -    510 
Brownstown,  a  report  and  a  bill  authorizing  the 
laying,  out  and  making  of  certain  roads 
designated  in  the  treaty  of,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in     -       •        -       «        *       •    608 


-    647 


Brownstown-— continued.  I^age. 

a  Mil  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor     -    545 

read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands    -        -        -        -        -    579 

report  read,  and  committed         .        ^        .    652 

indefinitely  postponed  -  ...  -  1118 
Bfumbach,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  John  Smith 
pretiented  the  petition  o^  praying  exemp- 
tion.from  damages  for  using  Oliver  £  vanr  s 
pfitents,  dec,  referred  to  the  Patent  OlBoe 
Committee    - .      -        -        -        -        -    450 

report,  referred  to^  the  Committee.  o£^  the 
Whole  -        -        -        -        w 

Bnfialo,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Porter,  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactorea  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
removing  the  office  of  collector  from,  to 
Black  Rock   ......    401 

Bnrwell,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  rofer  a 
cert^  part  of  the  Message    •* 

on  the  bill  relating  to  foreign  coins     • 

^eech  of,  on  Mr.  Macon's  sesolution  to 
amend  the  Constitution        '  - 

remaike  dlf^  introductory  of  a  resolotien  re- 
lating to  claimants  to  lands  in  Georgia   • 

on  the  mil  to  recharter  the  Bank  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States     -        -        - .      •_       •    .    - 

on  a  question  of  order 
'    speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  strike  out  the 
fint  section  of  the  bank  bill    -> 

on  the  supplementary  bill  concerning  com- 
mercial, intercourse         ....    873 
BuUer,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  proposed  inquiiy 
into  the  conduct  of  Gen.  Wilkinson 


367 
400 


.    466 


466 

490 
536 


.    560 


-    437 


C. 


Calhoun,  Josef^,  appointed  on  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations,  in  place  of  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, resigned* -'       -        -        ...    511 
Oalhonn,  John,  report  on  the  petition  of,,  firom  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  reversed,  and  the 
petition  recommitted  with  instructions    -    935 
CampSell,  James,  of  Maryland,  appeared,  and 

toQ^  his  seat  -        -        -        -        -        -    480 

Campbell,  Thomas,  a  iavorabte  report  on  the  p^ 
tition  ol^  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  -        -        -        -        -        .        -    509 

Canton,  on  motion  of  BCr.  Morrow,  the  Commit- 
'  tee  09  the  Public  Landa  were  instructed    - 
to  inquire  in  to  the  expediency  of  remov- 
ing the  land  office  from  ....    458 

bill  to  that  efiect  ^ead  twice,  and  committed    459 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and- 
bill  recommitted  to  the  Committeemen  the   . 
Public  Lands         .... 

reported  with  amendments  and  relhrred  to 

the  Committee  of  tibe  Whole - 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  pawed     .       -        . 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
partially  concurred  in    .    - 
Capitol,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  request  of 
the  President  that  he  would  cause  to  be 
laid  before  the  House  of  Representatives 
an  account  of  the  expenditures  for  com- 
pleting the,  dte. 473 

Mr.  Macon  sul»nitted  a  resolution  requests 
ing  the  President  to  cailse  an  estimate  to 
be  furnished,  dec 517 


463 


-  466 


479 
481 
960 
963 
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Page. 
Documenta^  a  Inll  from  tha  Hpuaa  of  R«|tteaant- 
atiyea  to  authoriaa  the  ^naportatioa  of 
cartauiy  free  of  poatafa,  read,  4tc.  •        -      10 
read  a  aeeond  and  tkird  time,  and  piaied  .  -      10 

'  E,  - 

fiddowa,  Ratph,  Mr.  Leib  praaented  a  memorial 

ofy  which  waa  referred  (o  Uie  eommittee 

on  the  ralationa  with  France  and  Great 

Britain  -        -        - .      - 

Edgaitown,  a  bill  to  plaee  baoya  at  the  eotranae 

of  th^  harbor  of»  dsc      ....    347 
(See  Cafe  EHzabeth,)     .     ~ 
Engineera,  a  biU  making  Airther  protiiion  for 

the  CorpB  of,  read,  dec  «•  -  -  -  88 
read  a  aeeond  lime  *  .  w  .  -  80 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        *        •      04 

read  a  third  time,  and  teeoimaitted  -  •  -  04 
reported  with  amendmeilta  -  -'  -  104 
conatdered  aa  in  eommittee,  and  reported  aa 

amended  -  •  •  ^  ,.  .  ii7 
reeommitted  *  i.  ...  -  181 
reported  with  amandmenta;   whidi  #eBe 

read  -       ...       .        .        -    1S6 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  aa  amended       -     ISO 

read  athisd  time  aa  amended,  and  paiaad    -    100' 

Erring,  George  W.,  on  motion  of  Mr.- Franklin, 

a  committee  wa^  appointed.to  reqoeat  the 

Pedant  of  the  United  Statea  to  cauao 

to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  anj  iofonna- 

tion  ha  may  poaMaa  relatlre  to  the  ao- 

oonnta  of      •       -        •       •       •        • 

t   a  .Meaaage,  tranapitting  a  rapovt  from  the 

Baeretary  of  the  Treaanry  thereon     •     - 

Extra  fienrioea,  Mr.  Leib  attlimitted  a  reaolvtian 

attthorising  allowaacea  to  certain  aetvante 

of  the  Senate  for,  read  a  ftiat  and  aaoond 

time      -       -•        •        -        .        •  .     • 

.  read  a  third  time,  and  paased     .        •        . 

F. " 

Farmera*  Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Gilea  nre- 
■entad  the  petition  of  the  preaident,  &c.,  ' 
•of  the,  praying  a  ehurter,  read,  and'  or- 
dered to  lie  for  eonaideration  •       -        -      15 
referred  to  a  aelect  committee    •        -        -      16 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read,  dbc.      -      ^-      06 
read  a  lecond  time    -----      65 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  .   06 
•    read  a  third  time,  and  pMaad     •        -       -      07 
returned  irom   the  Houae  of  Rapre^entv 

tivea  with  amandmenta  -        -        •        -    181 
which  were  concurred  in  •    .    -        -        »     t53 
Finaa,  penaltiea,  dec,  a  bill  from  flie  House  of 
RepreiontatiTaa  to  remit  certain^  read,  and 
indefinitely  poatponed    •        ...        .    360 
Faring,  Mri^  information  giten  by,  to  the.  Bank 

Committee    •        •        -     '  -        -        -     168 
Foreign  Coina,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  gave 

notiee  of  a  bUlin  relation  to  -  -  •  11 
a  bill  to  suepend  the  second  aaction  of  the 

act  relating  to,  read,  dtc  -  -  -  15 
read  a  aeeond  time,  and  referred  to  a  com* 

mittee  -  -  -  .  •"  -  -  -  16 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered, 

to  a  third  reading  -        •        -        -        •      18 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaMd     -        -        •       18 
returned  from  the  Houae  of  Repreaenta- 
tiyea,  with  amandmenta,  which  were  or- 
dered to^  be  printed  .        •        •841 
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852 
356 


Fotaign  Coiaa    ^awtiimad. 
-^    lefened  to  a  coraauttae      ... 

diaagfeement  to  the  amenimiot  repartcd  > 

.    indefinitely  poatponed  ■       -        -       .      • 

a  report  from  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Tnmvj, 

in  ol)edience  ia  -the  act  legnlatittg  the  di* 

eolation  ei,  read,  and  orderad  to  lie  «t 

the  table        -        r         -        -       -      . 

Fortificafiona,  a  bill  from  the  Hooaa  of  Bflp^ 

aenta^tea  to  complete  the,  read,  dtc 

read  -aeeond  and  third  timo,  and  pamed    • 

Foadiofc,  Nathaniel  F.,  a  bill  to  diacbaige,  fran 

impriionment,  read,  dbc 

read  a  aeeond  time,  and  ordered  to  t  tUri 

reading         -       -        •       -      -     . 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     • 

France  and  Great  Britain^  on  motiaa  of  Mr. 

Gilea,  ao  modi  pf  the  Fmidant^i  ]f» 

aagea  aa  relatea  to  oor  a&lia  witk,  an 

i^foned  to  a  aelect  obmmittaa 

Frankhn,  ieiae,  of  North  .Oaiolitta,  attaadfld    • 

remarka  o(  on  Mr.  Clay'a  reeototiMi  i»- 

qMding  violatioii  of  order  -     < 

G. 

Galleiy  of  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr*  Gilna^ 
a  (Committee  waa  appointed  to  Infain  a/if 
the  expediency  of  opening  ane^  ps- 
aage  to  the    -        «  ... 

a  report  from  aaid  committee  agreed  to,  ind 

the  Seeretaiy  directed  to  pay,  Ac  -     - 

Georgetown  and  Potpmae  Bridge  Compuf ,  tin 

petition  of  the  Direotora  of  the,  rdanitf 

a^aelect  committee  •      .  -      -     • 

a  bill  anthorixiog  the  directoro  to  odl  aa 
atopkhalderi  for  additioiial  payment%&&i 
read      --.---• 

read  a  aeeond  time    -        .        «      •     - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

reeommitted  to  a  aeled  committee     • 

reported  with  amandmenta         .       .     • 

ag^reed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  amciido^  • 
Geoigia,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  RepreMidr 
tirea  declaring  the  aaient  of  Congicii  ti 
an  aet  of  the  State  oi^  mad  '  - 

read  a  aeeond  time,  and  refoned  to  t  oon* 
mittee  -        -        -        -        •       *    . ' 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  paaied   -        -        •       •      • 

Gilee,  Mr.,  apeech  of;  on  the  hill  to  rechirter  tfat 

Bank  of  the  United  Statea     -       -      - 

credentiala  of,  for  aix  yeaia,  from  tlurd  of 

March  next,  ordered  to  be  filed 

Oilman,  Nicholaa,  of  New  Hampshire,  the  cre- 

dentiala  of,  for  aix  yeara  from  tkird  of 

March  next^  preeented,  *  and  ordend  to 

be  filed 

Goodridi,  Mr.,  apeedi  of;  on  Mi^  Clay'a  nuk 

tion  reepectiog  violation  of  order  • 
Gordon,  ioaeph,  and  othcn,  Mr.  WortkiDfton 
preeented  a  meniorial  of,  pmyiof  aa*!* 
teration  In  the  law$  relating  to  lands,  Ae^ 
referred  to  a  aelect  committee 
.Government,  a  bill  from  thaHouae  of  RepreNatr 
ativaa  making  appropriationa  for  tho  Mip* 
port  o^  for  1810,  read,  <&&     - 

read  a  aeeond  time,  and  reforrad  to  t  oon- 
mittee  -        -        -       .  <     •      .      • 

repoftad  witbont  aowBdmeBt 
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INDBX. 


Bbitfe  Proceedings,  and  Debatee. 


Ptge. 
OontMted  Bledieni,  on  motion  of  Mr.  8(ntttmfd 
.    m  oommittee  was  appointed  to  in^re  in- 
to the  expediency  of  e  law  to  prMcribe 
the  mode  of  tsking  evidenee  in  oeeei  of  •    458 
a  bill  to  that  effe<!t  read  twice,  and  oommil- 
ted        -        -*        *        •        -        •    478 
Contingent  Fund,  the  Preeident  of  the  United 

States  transmitted  an  account  of  the  .  -  646 
Cook,  Orchard,  of  Massachnsetts,  a|>peai1id  and 

took  his  seal 856 

Coxe»  C.  D.,  a  letter  from  to  JohivGavino,  Con* 

snL at  Tunis-  -  4  -  -  .-  1203 
Craig,  John,  a  report  on  the  p6tiUon  of,  releired 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  -  787 
reported,  and  agreed  U>  •  -  -  -  935 
Crawford,  ]ilr«>  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  rechaiter 

the  Bank  of  the/United  Sutes        -        -    740. 

Cumberland  Road,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  in  rela- 

twntotha    -       1  .-       •     .  -    9INI 

read  t^ice*  and  committed         -.    .  -        -    904 
reported  withoul  amandauntt  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        ....  1107 
read  a  tUsd  timey  and  passed     -       ^^  .  .  -  1108 
Cuits,  Riehaid,  of  Massachnsetls,  appeared  ai|d 

took  his  aea^       .    •        r        *        «.  .     •    383 

a 

< 
Dardini  Am&ff  a  favomblo  laporl  00  ike  petition 

of,  eommittad  •  -  ...  .467 
Hawson,  Mtf  vamarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  vecltarter 

tiie  Bank  of  tiie  United  Statea        •        •    40S 
on  tiie  sapphuBCBtal  eommerda^  mtaraatuaei 

Mil       -'-•-•<       -  1084 
on  the  bifl  fiom  tiu^  Senate  aathonzing  ^- 
unteera         *.••••'>•  1108 

Debentures,  a  bill  to  anthoriae  the  lasttittg  of,  in 

certain  cases,  read  twice,  and  committed     401 
reported  without  amendment^  and  ordeiad 

to  a  third  reatog  -        -        ^  .     •    075 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        •  1 101 

Declaration,  by  the  peo|4e  of  West  Florida        *  1S64 

Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Canal,  Mr.  Montgom* 
eiy  pcesented  the  petition  of  stindrj  in- 
habitants of  Cecfl  county,  (Md.,)  praying 
aid  to  the,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

the  Whole     - 890 

progress  reported       *  -        .     ^  -.    089 

Depositee  en  motion  of  Mr.  Potter,  a  committae 
was  appointed  to  inquire,  dec,  concerning 
the,  of  public  moneys  in  State  banks      •-    000 

Deshat  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  recharter 

the  Bank  of  the  United  States        -        -    661 

Destitnte  American  Seamen,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bacon,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed  t»  lay  biefbre  the  Houae  in-  * 
formation  as  to  the  fiind  for  relief  of,  dec    4i(0 
report  from  that  offieer  in  obedience  -        -    517 

Dickinson,  WilHamr  Register  of  the  land  office 
at  NashvUIOr  lattem  from  to  thaSacnlaiy 
of  Treasury  .....  1380,  1309 
Dbtrict  of  ColomMa,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  for  the     •        •       •        •    384 

Mr.  Van  Horn  sabmitted  a  rssolutiim  thai 
the  committee  for  Ihe^  be  instmclsd  to 
in^uiye  into  the  expediency  of  establish* 
ing  a  government .        .        •        •        -    686 

the  resolation. withdrawn  •   ,    •       -       <    637 
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889 


District  of  Cdlumbia — continued.  Page. 

.  a  biU  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  judges 
of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the,  read  twice, 

and  committed 865 

debated    ...-••.  1108 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -  1 109 

Docnmentk,  tiie  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads  were  instructed  to  bring  in  a 
bill,  authorizing  members  to  fhink  certain    384 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ... 

Drawback,  on' motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufaetarea 
trere  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  limiting  the  benefit  of,  to  ves- 
sels  belonging  to  citixens  of  the  United 

Sutes 

Hr»  Garland  submitted  a  resolution  thst  it 
is  expedient  to  repeal  the  several  acts  al- 
lowing, referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole-        -        ...        -        - 
Duties  snd  Drawbacks,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
-  taxy  of  the  Treasury  showing  the  amount 
'  ,  of,  for  {Certain  years        •        «        u        • 
Duties  imposed  by  France,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Swoope,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
request  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  such  information  as  he  may  pee- 
sess  relative  to,  dbe.        -        - 
a  Message  from  the  President  in  reply,  ra- 
,   ferred    ....... 

another  Message,  with  supplementary  in- 
formation on  the  subject  of    • 


479 


978 


-    414 


-,> 


-    459 


478 


.    479 


E. 


Elactionp,  aroointment  of  the  standing  commits 

t^of   -        * 384 

Embargo  and  Non-Intercourse  Laws,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Haven,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury was  directed  to  lay  before  the  House 
such  information  as  Jie  may  possess  rela* 
tive  to  prosecutions  for  violations  of  the, 
together  with  a  statement  of  t^e  ex- 
^penses  attendiiig  the  same  ...  506 
ifffloti^  Mr.,  speedi  o(,  on  the  supplemental  bUl 

concerning  commercial  intercourse  -    910 

Engineers, , and  Military  Academy,  so  much  of 
the  President's  Message  as  relates  to,  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee    -        .        .    387 
a  Mil  from  the  Senate  to  increase  the  corps 

of,  read  twice,  and  reforred  to  same         -    961 
reported  with  amendments,  and  referred  to 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -    967 

postponed  indefinitely.       -        -        •        .1110 

Epp^  John  W^  of  Vifginiav  i^peared  and  took 

his  seat 383 

spaeeh  of,  on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank 
0^  tiie  United  States      -        -        -        -    701 

remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  respecting  un- 
atttied  balances 899 

speech  of,  on  the  amendatoxy  bill  concern- 
ing commercial  intercourse    ...    865 

on  tiio  aiipplemantal  bill  -  938,000,004,1007 
Estimates,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  withi,  of  appropriations  neces- 
sary for  the  service  of  the  year  1811,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means 470 
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935 
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Extra  Compenratioif,  on  motion  of  Mr.  RiDg* 
gold,  the  Clerk  wai  ordered  to  pay,  to  cer- 
tain offices  and  terTanta  of  the  Houae    -  1110 

Extra  8eMion«  Mr.  Montgomery  submitted  a  re- 
solution relative  toan-        -        •        -11 10 
the  resolution  rejected        -        •        •        ■*1111 

F. 

Farmera'  Biank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Lewis  present- 
'  cd  a  petition  of  the,  praying  a  charter,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee, on  the  Diatdd  ' 
of  Columbia    ^      - .      -        -        -        -    385 
-a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted     508 

«  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  incorporate  the    -    545 
read  twice  and  committed  •        - 
reported  to  the  House        .... 
recommitted      -        -        :        • 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -       ,  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  at  amended    • 
Findley,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  apportionment  bill 
speech  o^  on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States       ,        .        •        . 
Fines  and  f  o^eituros,  a  bill  to  remit  certain,  read 
twice  and  committed      ... 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    .        .        •        -        . 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  a  statement  of       -        -        -        - 
Fiak,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  the  apportionment  bHl 

402,409 
speech  of,  on  the  proposed  inquiry  into  the 

conduct  of  General  Wilkinson 
on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes      -        -        -        •        -    600, 
on  the  supplementary  interoourae  bill 
Folcfa,  Governor,  letter  from,  to  the  Secretaiy  of 
Sute       -       -        -        -    ,    - 
letter  from,  to  Col.  McKee  -        -        • 

Foreign  Coins,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regulate, 
&c^  read  twice  and  committed 
reported  and  referred  to  a  select  committee 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
obedience  to  the  act  regulating,  referred 
to  the  same  committee    -       ... 
a  report  of  the  committee  thereon 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  reported  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading    -      -        -       .  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Foreign  Relations,  appointment  of  the  Commit- 
tee of    

Fortifications,  so  much  of  the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to,  was  referred  to  a  select 

committee 387 

appointment  of  the  said  committee  -  -  388 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  -  -  635 
a  bill  making  further  appropriations  to  com* 

plete  the,  read  twice  and  committed        -  1100 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        •        •  1103 
Fosdick,  Nathaniel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  dis- 

diarge,  from  imprisonment      .        <-        •    787 
read  twice  and  committed        ...    826 
the  Committee,  of  the  Whole  diaeharged,  and 
bill  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Mills  855 

reported  widiout  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

thbd  reading 934 

read  a  third  time>  and  ptssed      ...    958 
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Franco^  P*P«(*  ui  relatioii  to  oagoliatiom  vitk, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foiciga  Re- 
lations, and  three  thouaaad  copici  oidend 
■  to  be  printed         -        -       -      -     •  8U 
copies  of  said  papers  and  corrcspondaice,  in 
relation  to  afiairs  with    -        -      •  im,  1)6 

Franklin,  Mcahack,  of  North  Carolina,  sjipeand 

and  took  hie  aeal    -        -       •      •     •  S^ 

Fngittrea,  h/^  Mt«  Pearson  preaented  a  biO  con- 
cerning, read  twice  and  oomqutted  •      -  ^ 

G. 

Gaete,  the  Duke  of,  a  letter  from,  to  the  DinetDr 

General  of  Cnstoma  at  Paris  -      -      •  W 
Gamble,  William,  report  of  the  CoDiaittee  of 
Claims  on  the  petition  of,  revetted,  lod  i 
bill  ordered  for  relief  of    -     •      •     • 
Gannett,  Bawillai,  of  Masaaefaosrtts,  appctwd  lad 
took  his  seat        -        .... 
Gardenier,  Barent,  of  New  York,  appstnd  iid 
took  his  vest        - '      -       ... 
speeeh  oi,  on  the  sapplementaiy  intoenmi 
bill         -        w         .         .        .       .  974,  IM 
Gardner,  Gideon,  of  New  York,  appeiied,4ce.  •  M 
Garland,- Mr^  remarks  of,  on  Ae  bill  to  rMbite 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Staica      •     • 
on  indefinite  poetponement  of  the  sum    • 
Gauging,  the  Committee  of  Conmeroe  vaA  Mn- 
Q&ctvies  were  instmcted  to  inqjvn  )ii^ 
the  expediency  of  eeUhKshieg,  bj  ks,  i 
nnifi^im  mod0  of   -  .     «    - 

General  Poet  Offibe  and  PeiMBt  Office,  ike  Pin- 
ident  of  the  United  8tatea  tiaoMittA » 
report  of  the  Snpeiiniendent  of  tht  Giif , 
^  with  a  atatenent  of  expenditvsi  ibc^ 
better  accemmodaliim  of  the  • 
Georgetown  Potomac  Bridge  Company,  a  ^ 
ftom  the  Senate  granting  ceitsin  poa«s 
to  the,  read  twice*  and  eommitted  • 
the  committee  diacharged  .       -      •     * 
read  a  thirl  time,  and  passed    - 

a  reprosentatitn  of  the  LegidstoR  oC 
in  relation  to  their  disputed  boundirj,!*- 
ferred  to  a  aelect  committee    " 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the  CommUtee  of 
Conunerce  and  Manufactures  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expedienct  of 
granting  the  consent  of  Congrcti  to  ib 
act  of  the  Btate  of       -       -      -     ' 
a'bni  to  that  effect  read  twice,  committed  j 
reported  without  amendment,  read  t  tbird 
.  time,  and  passed    -        •       •       -     * 
Gholson,  Mr.,  speech  of;  on  the  inqmi7  int^^ 
conduct  of  General  Wilkinson 
remarks  of,  on  the  biU  to  admit  OrissaiTa' 

,    ritory  into  the  Union     -       -      *  .  .* 
on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank  of  the  I'm* 

tedSti^tes ^^•'" 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  admit  Oriesof  Te^ 

ritory '  * 

Gold,  Thomaa  R.,  of  New  York,  apps8r«l,i»} 

took  his  seat  - 

remarka  o^  on  the  apportionttent  bill 
•  <     remarks  of,  on  a  qoestion  ef  order    • 
speech  o(  on  the  bill  to  admit  OiImbi  Ta- 

ritory  into  the  Union 
on  the  biU  to  recharter  the  Bank  of  the  Doi- 
ted States      
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Ptgc. 
GoldibowMighy  Mr.,  fvmirlu  oC  on  the  apportitfto- 

rncnt  bill -    412 

remari^t  of,  on  the  l^niud  SUtes'  Qank  bill    499 
on  the  resblution  respecting  an  armed  neu- 
tralitj   -        .        .    '   .        -        .        '  1099 

CSovemmeDt,  a' bill  for  support  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed     ......  696 

reported  with  amendment^  and  ordered  to 

B  third  reading       -        •        -        •        -  828 

read  a  third  tiMe,  and  pamed  ac  amended  •  8^ 

returned  from  the  3enate  with  amendmenti  966 

oonconed  in     -        •        •        -        •    '    -  973 

Grant»  IfOWie,  Mr.' Key  preiented  a  petition  of, 

praying  authority  to  take  the  aamamie  of   . 

bayidflon,  referred  to  a  eelect  committee  886 
a  fiivorable  report  made,  •and  %  bill  in  pvr^ 

aiMnc«  ofthe. prayer  ordered  -  •    380 

a  bill  to  the  efiect  mentioned,  read  twice,  and 

commilled  -  -  *  -.  •  ••  ^^' 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  -  «  579 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed  ...  830 
Gray,  Edwin,  of  Virginia*  appealed,  and  took  hia 
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Gveat  BriCaio,  a  Meaiigv  fimm  the  PieeideiU  of 
the  United  State*  comm^ieating  the  eor- 
feapondeoce  of  our  Mhuster  at  London, 
with  the  OoVemuMfnt  of/  loforred  to  the 
Comttlittee  of  Foreigii  Aflaiia  -  -  .  ^  549- 
oopiea  of  the  aaid  eorrepondeaco,  Ac.  -        -  1 149 

Guillet,  Urbain.    (Bee  La  DrappeJ) 

Hale,  William,  of  New  Hampahire,  appeared, 

And  took  hie  seat  -        -        -        •        -    461 

Hall  of  Repreeentativea,  a  Mil  to  provide  fcr  warm* 
ing  and  TentUating  the,  read  twice,  and^ 
comttiittod     -       -       -       ...<..    840 

Hartford,  Mr.  Pitkin  praaented  a  petition  of  the 
merchanU  of,  en  the'enbjectof  the  noo- 
intorooaiipe  act,  lefoired  to  the  Oonmit' 
the  of  Foreign  Relatione        -        •      .  -    614 

HaTon,  Nathaniel  A.,  of  New  Hampahire,  ap-' 

peered,  and  took  hia  aeat        -        •        .    480 
remarks  .of,  on  the .  rapplemmtal  commer^- 
cial-interconree  bill         -        ....  1007 
Helms,  William,  of  Now  lers^,  appeared,  and 

*  took  hia  seat  -        -        -        • .      -     .  -    385- 

Hemp,  on  motion  of  Mr*  dhefier,  the  Commit- 
mittee  of  Commerce  ana  Manufocturee 
were  instrncted  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  encouraging-  the  culture  of  -  460 
the  committee  reported  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  on  the  subject  of,  which  * 
was  referred  to^the  Committee  of  the 

Whole -     986 

Holmes,  Governor,  correspondence  of^  with  the 

Secretary  of  State  ...  1 252,.  1258 

House  of  Itepresentatives,  members  present  at 

the  meeting  of  the  -        -        •        -       -    381 
adjournment  of  the  session  of  the        -        -  111'4 
proceedings  of  the,  in  secret  session    -        -  1117 
Hubbard,  Jonalhan  H.,  of  Vermontt  appeared, 

and  took  hia  seat  .        -        .        «        *    383 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Macon's  amendment  to 
the  Constitution    -        -        -        -        -    841 
Huntington^  £boneier,a  new  member  from  Con- 

nocticat,  was  qualified,  dkc*    •        -        -    382 


-    468 


-    463 


-    460 
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Importation,  Mr.  Sr^bert  presented  a  petition  o^ 
'  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that 
Congress  may  authorize  the,  of  goods,  dec, 
from  places,  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations        -        -     '  -        -        -    431 

Mr.  Cheves  laid  before  the  Houae  two  let- 
ters suggesting  atoendmenta  to  the  act  to 
'  prohibit  the,  of  slaves,  referred  to  the  Com^ 
mittee  on  Commerce  and  Manitfactutes  -  1010 
Index  to  the  Lkws,  on  motion  6f  Mr. 'Bacon,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  makibg, 
printing,  dec,  a  general         ... 

a  bill  to  the  eflrct.  mentioned  read  twice, 
and  committed       ..... 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 

read  a  third  tithe,  and  passed    • 
Indiana,  on  motion  of  Mr«  Jennings,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  ezteiiding  a  certain  road  from  Vin- 
cennes  through,  6cc»      •        -    .    - 

a  biirto  that  effect  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted    -  '  479 

Mr.  J.  also  submitted  a  resolution  relating 
to  fiigitivee  fh>m  the  Territory  of    - 

another,  declaiing  the  ineligibility  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  or  Legislative 
Council  of  any  person  holding  office  un- 
der the  Governor  thereof        • 

the  first  resolution  was  referred  to  a  select 
'committee     -        .       .        .       - 

Mr.  J.  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Legia- 
,  lative  Council  o(  praying  permission  to, 
locate  a  certeln  quantity  of  land  for  eetab- 
ishin^  a  permanent  seat  of  Government 
for  the  Territory,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands       .        . 

a  report,  and  the  committee  ordered  to  bring 
in  a  li^  porsQant- thereto       ... 

^  memorial  of  the  .Legislative  Council,  dec, 
of,  praying  amendmente  of  the  aeveral 
land  laws,  referred  to  a  eommitlee  - 

a  report  thmon        ..... 

a  petition  of  the  same,  praying  a  road,  re« 
forrod  to  a  select  committee   ... 

report  thereon,  referred      -  '     •        *        - 

Invalid  Pensions,  a  bill  ooncerQfai^,  read  twice, 

and  oommitted 

rpad  a  third  time,  and  passed    - 

returned  with  amendments 
Inventors,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  the  Secre- 
tary of  Sute  was  directed  to  lay  before  the 
House  a  list  of  the  names  Of,  to  whom 
patente  hav^  been  granted     -     .  - 

on  motion  of^Mr.  Seybert,  the  Clerk  was 
ordered  to  have  the  list  ot,  reprinted 
(See  Patents.) 

J. 
Jaokson,  Richard,  jr.,  of  Rhode  laland^  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat   -        *  '     '     .  '. 
Jail,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  building  a, 

in  Alexandria,  D.  C^  dtc,  twice  read,  and 

oommitted     ..-•-- 
Jenkins,  Robert,  of  Pennsyltrania,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  -      .  - 
Jennings,  Jonathan,  delegate  from  Indiana  Ter- 
'  ritoty,  appeared,  ic     .        -        .        - 
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Johnson,  Mr.,  tpeech  o(^  on  ^  final  paaaage  of 
the  bill  to  admit  Orlaans  Temtory  into  the 
Union  -.---.-    6S0 
remarfcfl  of,  on  refening  the  nemonal  of 

Commodore  Tingey       •        •        •        .    607 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  recfaaiter  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Statee       ....    717 

Jonee,  Walter,  of  Yirgmia,  i^peared,  and  took 

Ms  aeat 468 

Judicial  System,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend 

the WO 

read,  and  indefinitely  postponed         -        -    962 

Kaakaskia,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  trans- 
mitted a  ceport  of,the  Commissioners  in  the 
district  of,  ice,,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands    -       •       .  -        -        -    481 
a  report  in  part,  referred  to  the  Committee 

of  the  Whole 9€7 

•  A  bill  to  confirm  certain  decisions  of  the 
Commiseiotters  of  the  district  ot,  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole     -       -        •        -       *        -  1008 

Kennedy  William^  of  North  Carolina,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat   -       ...  .880 

Key,  Mr ,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  recharter  the 

Bank  of  the  United  States  -  ^  -  869 
King,  Rufiis^  copy  of  «  letter  from,  in  1799»  to 

the  SecraUry  of  State  ....  1197 
Knickerbacker,  Herman,  of  New  York,  i^peared, 

and  took  his  seat  -  •  •  •  •888 
renarkk  of,  on  the  aupplementid  interooutse 

biU        -•-.---       -  1084 

Knight,  Simoon,  Lieutenant,  Mr.  -Shefifey  pre* 
sented  a  petition  off  praying  alkrtranee 
for  payments  made  to  Generml  Wilkin- 
son, refened  to  the  Committee  of  Claima    40S 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twioa  and  com- 
mitted •        -        •        -        -^       -        -865 

reported  without'  amendment,  and  ordeied 
to  a  third  reading  .....    878 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  tlurd  reading  as 
amended        -        -        -        -        *      / .    881 

indefinitely  postponed'       ....    983 


L. 

Lacoste,  Stephen,  Mr.  Chores  presented  a  pe- 
tition of,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures        .        -  1009 
Lambert,  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKee,  the 
memorial  of,  was  referred  to  a  select  earn* 

mittee -    748 

a  resolution   reported  tecomtfieDdtng  the 
.printing  of  his  <* Parliamentary  Ptece-     . 
dents,"  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Whole -868 

agreed  to  in  Committee,  and  concurred  in 

by  the  Honse        .....    878 
referred  to  the  Seecetary  of  Stale       •        -    884 

Landau,  Peter,  the  Speaker  prcisented  to  the 

House  a  memorial  of     .        •        -        -    468 

La  Trappe,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  petition  of 
tile  Society  of,  praying  permisaion  to  lo- 
cate certain  lands,  refened  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Lands  -        -        -        ^    614 


LeitsendoHer,  J.  Eugene,  a  bill  fi«n  the  Stoate 

making  oompensation  to        -       •      •  IX 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  CommitlM 

of  Claims      -        .        •        .       .      .  ^ 
reported  with  an  amendment,  and  isfaicd 

to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole       -      . 
amendment  ooncurred  in,  and  evdcnd  to  1 

third  reading      .  -        -        ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed  as  iiawilfj 

ntmmed  from  the  Senate  with  disagieawit 

thp  Hooee  receded    •        •        •       .      . 

Lewie,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  reeolution  sAing 

lor  eatimates  fei  completion  of  the  Cafitol 
on  a  resolution  respecting  the  District  sf  Co- 

lumbie  ....        «... 

Library,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert,  a  ^mmmjh— 
was  appointed  to  provide  ferthesd^ke^ 
tng  of  books  in  the        •        ... 

a  measage  horn  the  Senate  that  thqr  htnt 
appointed  a  joint  eooMnittee  on  the 

concurred  in     -        -        «       ... 

on  motion  «f  Mr.  Seybert,  aaid  jout  cos* 
mittee  were  instructed  to  pronde  fiv  tkc 
safe^kaeping  of  the  booka  belengiBgliaie 

on  motion  of  the  tiwt,  a^  eaounittes  wuip 
pointed  to  in^oire  into  the  aipidinyyaf 
making  tether  nroviaioA  fer  the    •     • 

a  bill  making  tether  panvinon  tesoffst 
of  the,  laad  twice  and  cemnutled  •  - 
Limitationa,  Mr <  Bacon  aohmittad  n  wkrimi, 
inatracting  the  Committee  oi  CIobi  (0 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  rspaJag 
or  anapending  the  opnation  of  tiM  «•• 
ml  acts  of     -       -        •       •      .     - 

the  fieaolntioo  agieed  to     *       .      .     • 

report  of  the  oommitiee  thcvaon      -     - 

LlMn  Cloths,  Mr^,  Seybert  preeented  a  nsaonl 

cf-eondrymannfeettiiOTaof  PhUaddpfcHr 

'   praying  an  incraaae  of  duties  en  Asia- 

poftation  of,  Mfefaed  t6  tho  CoamutiMflf 

Commerce  and  Manntetmes      •     * 

LiTenMtn»  Bdwanl  St,  Loe,  appOaied,  and  ttok 

his  net  -.       .        .       .     .  SS 

remarfco  of,  on  the  raeolntaon  fer  an  eita 

■  -     .      .      .      ....  mi 
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Lee,  Reverend  Mr.,  appointment  of,  as  Chaplain    380 


Loan,  n  bill  anthoriaing  a>  read  twice,  and  csn* 

mitted » 

repoKed  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        .       •     •  11^^ 
read  a  third  time*  and  passed    -  -  ^^^^ 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  smeod- 

mont,  which  was  coneurred  in  '  ^^^ 

Louisia|ia  Terntoxy,  n  biQ  fiirther  to  pro^de  fat 

the  government  of,  lead  twice,  and  cooi' 

mitted  -       .       .        -       .       '     ;  ^ 
Love,  John,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took  \at 

seat       -        -        •        .'.-'' 
ramarks  of,  on  referring  the  memoriil  ^ 

Commodore  Tingey       -        -       •    SJT,*' 
introductory  of  a  resolution  concerning  pQ^ 

.    lie  depositee *  ^ 

on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank  of  ^ 

United  States        -        •       '       '        ni 
on  the  resolution  fer  an  extra  sessioo      *  ^^" 
Lyon,  Matthe#,  of  Kentucky,  appeared,  and  toik 

hia  seat         -        -        -       .      -     •  ** 
remarks  of,  on  the  suppletnentaiy  is^  ^ 

course  bill     -        -        ...       •  •W,  ^"^ 


ZXXVll 


INBEX. 


xxxvia 


Borne  Proeeedu^  mml-  Dthate^m 


M.  Page. 

Mftcnamara,  John,  Mr.  CheTes  presentod  a  peti- 
tion of,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures         -"     -      '-    906 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twide,  and  committed    976 

reported,  and  recommitted    . '    •        -        *    992 

reported  with  amendments,  and  -ordered  to 
a  third  reading     .        .        .        .        »     1009 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1000 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, which  was  concurred  ill        -        -  1103 
Macon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  apportionment  • 

bill -     308, 4S1 

speech  of,  on  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  Generid  Wilkinson    -        -        -        -    446 

on  his  resolution  to  amend  the  Oonstitation  -464, 

-  841 

remaiks  of,  on  th^bill  tp  admit  QtleanrTfir- 
ritory    - 486,604 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  to  ask  for  esti- 
mates for  completing  the  Capitol    -        -    617 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  un- 
settlecl  balances -833 

on  a  bill  returned  by  t)ie  President  with  ob- 
jections     '    .  '     .        •        .        «        •    986 

on  the  supplementary  commercial  inter- 
course biH  -  -  '  -  -  -  *  1093 
Mad  Rber.^a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ohio, 
praying  a  road  ftom  a  point  at  or  near  the 
head  of,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  -        -        -        •        -  *    -  1009 

Manufactures,  so  much  of  the  President's  Me»- 
aage  a*  relates  to,  and  navigation,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  ....    397 

a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  encourage- 
ment to  -  -  .  -  -  .  1376 
Manufiictttring  Establishments,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Newton,  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  compen- 
sating the  persons  employed  in  taking  an. 
account  of  the 1100 

a  bill  to  filiow  a  reasonable  cotiipensation, 
dbc.,  read  twice      -        -       -        -        -  1 103 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .^        .  1103 

a  petition  from  the  State  of  ICentucky,  pray- 
ing encouragement  to  the       -        -        -  11.10 
Marietta,  Mr.  MdKinley  submitted  a  reioluUon 
respectipg  the  road  leading  fh>m  Wash- 
ington to,  which  was  negatiTed       -        -    466 
Msjsa,  the  Duke  of,  translation  of  a  letter  fh>m, 

to  the  Counsellor  of  State      -        .        .  1249 

Matthews,  Vincent,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and^  . 

took  his  seat  -        -        -        •        -    383 

MeasagCy  the  President's  annual,  with  docu- 
ments, dtc.,  read,  and  three  thousand  eo- 
pies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed   -      .  -    383 
reference  of  the^  several  parts  o^  to  comnit- 
tees       -        -        -        -        -         -        -     387 

a  confidential}  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes      -        -        -        -        -        -    486 

Meyer^  Christcmher,  letters  from,  to  the  Secretaxy 

of  Sute  -        -    .    -         1246,  1247, 1849 

Middlesex  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Quincy  presented 
a  petition  of  the«  praying  a  subscription  to 
their  stock ;  referred  to  a  select  committee    661 
a  bill  authorizing  the  sale  and  grant  of  land 
to  the,  read  twlee  and  committed    -        -    840 


Middlesex  Canal  Company — continued.  P^ff** 

OommHtee  of  the  Whole  dieehargad,  aud  hill 
releiTed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal    -        .        .    900 
Military  Establishment,  a  bill  ftur  support  of  the, 

read  twice,  and  committed     ...    698 
repotted  with, amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  ......    828 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasted  as  amended  •    832 
liiiitia,  so  much  of,  the  President's  Message  as 

relates  to  the,  referred  to  self^t  comii^ttea    386 
a  bill  to  provide  for  arming  the  -    .    • '      •    968 
read  twice,  and  committed  -        -        -        -    964 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Co^uran,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  kUo  the  expedicaey 
of  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the     -    970 
report  ordered  to  lie  en  the  table        -        -    971 
a  Mesai^e  from  t^  President  iranan^itting 
astatementof  the  -        ....    978 

Miller,  Mr.,.speecli  of,  on  the  bill  to  admit  Qrleaas 

Territory       -     '  .'       .        .       .        -    496 
remarks  of,  introducing  a  resolution  to  make 
certain  inquiries  of  the  Postmaster  General    976 

Mills^  WilUam,  bill  from  the  Senate  lor  relief  of  787 

read  twice,  and  committed  -  •     -        -        .  828 
Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and  bill 

referred  to  a  select  committee  ...  840 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....  900 

Milnor,  Mr.,  mech  of,  on  the  apportionment  bill  426 

speech  of*  on  supplemental  intercourse  bill  -  998 

Minine-,  Charles,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twiee» 

and  committed       -        .        .        •        .  829 
reported  without  ^unendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  rcadmg      -       -        -        -        -  1109 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        •  mo 

Mint,  Qo  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  the  Secretaiy  of  tha 
Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before  tho 
House  a  statement  of  the  whole  expenses 
of  the    -       -        -        -        -        -       -    481 

a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
the  re^rt  oC  th?  Directors  of  the    -        -    610 
/   sundry  statements  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  in  relation  to  the     -        -        -  1106 
Missiasippi  Territoir,  Mr.  Poindexter  submitted 
a  resolution  in  relation  to  the  preparatory 
steps  for  admitting*  into  the  Union  -        -    474 
the  resolution  amended,  agreed  to,  and  a  com- 
mittee appointed    -        -        -        -        -    477 

report  of  said  committee    -  . '    -        -        -611 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole     *    612 
Mr.  Poindexter  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Legislature  bt,  praying  admission  as  a 
State ;  referred  to  the  same  Committee  -   .673 
.    a  report  in  lavor  of  admitting  was  agreed  to    869 
a  bill  ta  that  effect  read  twice,  and  committed    896 
Missisoppi  River,  on  motion  of  Mf.  Johnson,  the 
Committee  of  Public  Lands  wereinstruct- 
ed  to  inquire  into  tl|e  expediency  of  des- 
ignating a  portion  of  the  public  lands  west 
&[f  to  satis^  the  Yirgihia  claims     -        -    486 

Mitehill,  Samuel  L.,  a  new  member  from  New 

York,  was  qualified^  dtc.         -        -        -    383 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  relating  to  West 
Florida-        - 387 

io  opposition  to  the  motion  to  refer  to  two 
committees  the  subjects  of  manufactures 
a|id  uavigatioii      •       •       -       -       .    388- 

on  thfi  bill  relating  to  foreign  coins    -       -    399 
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B&use  Proceedings  and  DAtUee, 


MitcfatU;  Samuel  L. — continued.  Pige. 

speech  of,  on  the  apportionment  bill   •     404, 4S7 

remarks  of,  on  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  General  Wilkinson     -        -        -        •    439 

on  Mr.  8heffey*s  resolntion  reUtiTe  to  the 
culture  of  hem]>      ...        .        .    400 

on  the  bill  to  rechaiter  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States      ......    4fl 

on  the  resolution  respecting  unsettled  bal- 
ances     832 

speech  of^  on  supplemental  intercourse  bilP  -    866 

remarks  of,  on  &e  Senators  amendment^  to 
the  bill  admitting  Orleans  Torritory     936,  937 
Mobile  Territory,  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of 

-  the,  read  twice,  and  committed       -        -    965 
Mobile  and  Tombigbee  rivers,  Mr.*  Weakley  pre- 
sented a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Weat 
Tennessee,  praying  security  in  the  fhee 
navigation  of  the   •        -        -        .        .    994 

refened  to  the  Secretaiy  of  Slate        -        -    995 

Montgomery,  Mr.»  remarks  oi,  introducing  -a 
resolution  relating  to  the  navy  agents  at 
Leghorn        -        -        -        -  '      .     .  -    467 

Moore,  Mr.  T.,  remarks  of,  on  the  inqoity  into 

the  conduct  of  General  Wilkinson  -        -  *  437 

Morier,  Mr.,  correspondence  of,  with  the  Secror 

tary  of  State-  -  -  -  1261  to  1863 
Morocco  Leather,  petition  of  manufacturers  of  •  1009 
Morrison,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  P.  B.  Porter 
presented  u  memorial  oif ;  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lauds  r  -  -  975 
Moseley,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  appropriation  bin  419 
Mumford,  Guitlon  8.,  of  New  York,  appeared, 

and  took  his  aeat   -        -        -        .        •    385 
.    speech  of,  on  the  supplemental  intercourse 

bill        -        -        -        .        •        -1025,1036 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  an 
armed  neutrality    -        -        .        •        *  1099 

Mumphreymagog,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  estid>- 

lish  the  district  of  •        «        .        .        :.    966 
.    read  twice,  and  committed  .        .        -        •    973 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       -        .        -        -  ;     ,  •  1 101 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -      '  -  UOl 

McKee,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  relating 

•io  Yaxoo  aettiers 415 

remarks  of,  on  reference  of  a  memorial        •    461 

00  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank  of  the  Uni-     ' 
ted  States 492 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  same 
indefinitely    .        .        -        .        •        »    688 

on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  the  House,  of  their  action  on  the  same    820 
McKee,  Colonel  John,  letter  from,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  ..-..,.  1261 
McKim,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  memorial  of  Com- 
modore Titigey 599 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  3ank 
ofthetJttited  States'       .        .        I        .    706 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  charter  the  BaidL 
of  Washington 837 

remarks  of,  on  the  Bank  of  Alexandria      •    838 

speech  of,  on  supplemental  intercourse  bill  -    879 
McKinley,  William,  df  Virginia,  a  new  member, 

was  qualified,  dec 468 

N. 
Napoloon,  «opy  of  a  decree  issued  by  the  &mpe»> 

-        -        -        •        -  •11»0,1265 


Nashville,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Monow,  tlie  Coo* 
mittee  on  Public  Lands  were  instrodedtA 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reoioTiog 
the  land  office  at    -       /-       -      -     •  iSg 
a  bill  to  that  eflect  read  twice,  and  committed  4^ 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  ind 
recommitted  to  the  Commitlee  of  Pabiic 
Lands   -        •       -        -       -      •     •  4C 
reported  with  amendments,  and  refemd  to 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -      >     •  4K 

agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  resdio;  •  <7i 

-.  •  te^  a  third  time,  and  passed     -      •      •  ti: 

returned  from  the  8eo»la  with  ameiidiBenti  M 

which  were  ooncuired  in    -       .      .      .  )fi} 

National  Armories,  an  aidcount  of  the  expeiMi 

of  the,  with  a  return  of  aims,  Ac,  mad* 

Atike    - HK 

National  University,  so  much  of  the  Presidat'i 

Message  asjrefemd  to,  was  eonoittadts 

a  aelect  committee     .    -       ...  3: 

a  report  pf  said  oonsraitiee  .     •  n 

Naval  Establishment,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Piik,  i 

committee  was  appointed  to  ioqiuR  into 

^the  expenditures  oS  the,  from  iaasny, 

1804 » 

report,  and  discharge  of  said  cammiUM  -  iM9 
Navigation,  a  bin  respecting  the,  of  UDitedSWH 

Tssaela,  lead  twice,  and  eommitted  •     •  ^ 
o&  motion  of  Mr«  Seybert,  the  memoul  af 
the  Philadelphia  Chamber  Of  Cobmrx 

-was  r^foired  to  tlus  same  *   . '  ^ 

onmotiop.of  .Mr.  Livermore,tlie  mmKnI 

of  the  merchants  of  Newbuiyport  wv  l^ 
ferred  also  to  the  came   -       .      .     -  % 

Navy  Agents  at  Loghora,  on  motiso  <tfUi. 
Swoope,  two  resolutions  were  idoptod 
flailing  respectively  on  the  SeoeUrift  tf 
the  Treasury  and  Navy  for  iofiniMWt 
concerning  the  acoountftofUie  *  ^ 

Mr.  Montgomery  submitted  another  moh- 

tion  on  the  same  subject .       -      •     •  w^ 
report  Of  the  Secretary  of  tiie.  Trsswy » 
reply  to  the  .resolution  addreved  to  bio. 
referred '  ^ 

Navy  Hospitals,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BsHctt,th( 
papers  heretofore  submitted  relaUDf  to» 
Were  referred  to  the  Commitlee  on  tbe 


Naval  .Establishment     - 
a  bill  to  establish,  read  twice,  and  coonit- 


4H 


ted 


.  4f 


reported  with  ameudments^  andordendto 
a  third  reading      •        -       '      '     '  ^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -      .     •  ^ 
Navy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  so  madi  of  the 
President's  Mesaage  af  refers  to,  wm  I^ 
ferred  to  a  select  committee    •      •  . 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  shoviof 
the  state  and  disposition  of  the  public  vet- 
sds,  ^cc,  w^  referred  to  Uie  Committe* 
on  the  Naval  Establishment  •      -     '  * 

a  bin  for  the  support  of  the,  read  twice,  m' 
committed      .---•* 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  tot 
third  reading  -       -       '      '        & 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -      '     * 

a  bill  making  an  additional  appropriation  W,  ^ 
rei^  twice,  and  committed     •      -    J 
Newbold,  Thomas,  of  New  Jersey,  appetfc^*^  ^; 
took  his  seat  • 


.  S8i 


INDEX. 


xlu 


Bourne  Proceedings  and  Debate^, 


New  Orleanf^  on  motion  of  Mf.  McKinlcj,  the 
GQmmittee  of  Commerce  end  Manufac- 
tares  were  miUucted  to  inquire  intp  the 
expediency  of  altering  or  repeaUog  the 
act  for  building,  a  cuatom-honse  at  •  -  673 
Newspapers,  the  Clerk  ordered  to  supply  miem- 

bers  with,  as  usual  ....    393 

Newton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  refer   ' 
so  much  of  the  Meesage  as  relates  to 
West  Florida         ....        ^    887 

on  Mr.  BurweU's  jiroposition  t»  divide  the 
suMects  of  mann&ctures  and  navigation, 
and  refer  them  to  two  eommittees  «        •    388 

on  referring  the  memorial  of  Commodore 
Tingey- 608,699 

on  the  biU  to  chafter  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States    -        -        -        •        -        •        -    673 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Macnamara.  991 
Neiw  York,  Connecticut,  and  Vermont^on  motion 
of  Mr.  Aitkin  a  oommittee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  iltto  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  times  fov  holding  the  cirenit  ooort  in 
the  district  of  .  .  .  •  .  697 
Nicholson,  John,  of  New  York»  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat-        -        -        -        -        «    413 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  reeharter  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Sutes  ^  .  .  -  761 
Non-Interoonrse,  Mr.  Mumford  pesented  a  pati- 
tion  of  merdian^  of  New  York,  on  the  sub- 
ject of;  referred  to  the  Committer  on  For- 
eign Relations        -       '  •        -        •        •    396 

Mr.  Quincy  presented  a  similar  memorial  of 
merchants  of  Boston,  referred^  to  the  same    liOl 

Mr.  Pitkin  presented  a  similar  memorifd  of 
merchants  of  New  Hav^  referred  to  the 
same     -.        .  .'.    6S4 

North  Carolina,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sawyer,  a  oom- 
mittee was  ^pointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the  time  of  holding 
the  district  court  of        -        •       •        -    477 

bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  and  committed    478 

read  a  third  time^  and  postponed        -       •    608 

recommitted      ••....    615 

an  amendatory  biU  reported,  rOad  twice»  and   . 
committed     -  .     -       ...       .       .    617 

.0. 

Officers  of  the  Customs,  a  letter  firom  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  with  a  stat^menl 
of  the  emoluments  «f  the-  ...  1010 
Ohio,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to> 
inquire  into  the  expedient  of  prtfriding 
for  laying  out  and  making  certain  roads  in    414 

Mr.  M.  presented  a  petition  of  sundiy  in* 
habitants  of,  praying  a  reduction,  in  the 
price  of  public  lands,  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  the  Public  Lands    ...    478 

Mr.  Mt  also,  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
persons,  praying  a  grant  of  lami  for  reli- 
gioos  purposes,  referred  to  the  sane       -    830 

an  unfevoraUe  report  on  the  latter  petition     906 
Ohio  Canal  Company,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  au- 
thorising a  subscription  to  the  stock  of 
the 617 

read  twice,  and  committed    .     •        -        .    646 

poetyoned  ibdefinitely        .        .  •  1110 

Onis,  Lois  de,  translation  of  a  letter  from,  to  the 

Captain  Qeneral  of  Caraccas-       •       -  1378 


Page. 
Ordert  and  Deerees,  00  motion  of  Mr.  Miller,  a 
oommittee  was  appointed  to  request  in- 
fonnation  of  the  Presidentas  to  the  repeal 

of  oj^rtain       •     , 976 

a  Message  from  the  President  in  reply,  and 
three  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed .......    978 

a  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Pitkin,  asking 
for  copies,  in  the  original  Frendi,  of  cer- 
tain fetters  concerning  the  Berlin  and 
Milan,  was  negatived     -        -        •        -    979 
Orleaus  Territory,  Mr.  Poydras  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of,  praying  admis- 
sion into  the  Union,  referred  to  a  select 
committee     -        •        .  ^^     .        .        .    413 
a  bill  to  admit,  read  twice,  and  eommitted  -    466 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  •        .        •        .        .        .    614 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  677 
returned  from  ^e  Senate  with  amendments  933 
one  agreed  to,  and  one  disagreed  to    >        -    937 

the  Senate  insisted 960 

the  House  receded 964 

Orleans  and  Louisiana  Territory,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Morrow,  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  what  < 
further  provision  is  necessary  regarding 
lands  in         ......    390 

a  bill  in  relation  to  the  public  lands  in,  read 
twice,  and  eommittea     ....    460 

reported,*  amended^  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -      ' 4-67 

r^ad  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  -  -  479 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  906 
which  were  oorrcnrred  in  -  .  -  -  •  933 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  providing  for  the  final 

adjustment  of  claims  to  land  bi      -        -  1030 
read  twice,  and  committed         -        -        -1006 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      •  1 108 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1103 
Osage  Tribea,  Great  and  Little,  the  President  of 
thr  United  States  transmitted  copies  of  a 
treaty  with  the,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Meana  ...        •    97S 
a  bill  making  appropriations  lo  carry  into 
efTett  the  treaty,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted  968 

reported,. read  a  third  time,  and  passed        -  1107 
Oswegatchie,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  eatablish 

the  district  of 966 

read  twicO)  and  committed  •  .  •  978 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  '  -  1101 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  llOl 

P* 

Patont  Office,  «n  motioQ  of  Mr.  Mitcfaill,  a  eom-. 
mittee  was  a^wiiited  to  inquire  what 
amendments  ought  io  be  made  in  the  aev. 
oral  acts  constituting  a  -  -  -  -  391 
a  bill  on  the  subject  reported,  read  twice, 
and  committed 648 

Patents^  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in 

obedience  to  a  resolution  respecting         -    617 
a  memorial  of  the  Massachusetts  Associa- 
tion, praying  a  revision  of  the  laws  rela- 
ting to,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole 967 

Patterson,  William,  and  Sons,  an  adverse  report 

on  the  petitaon  of,  concurred  in   '  •       -     978 
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Route  Proceedingt  and  DebaUM, 


Pearl  Rber,  on  motioii  of  Mr.  Morrow,  the  Com<» 
mittee  of  Pablic  Lands  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  dispensing 
with  the  attendance  of  the  Oorerndr  of 
Misdssippi  at  the  sales  of  land  in  the  dis- 
trict east  of   468 

a  bill  in  pursaairce  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   -    459 

reported,  and  recommitted  to  tho  Commit- 
tee of  Pnblie  Lands       -        -        -        -    46S 
reported  with  amendments,  and  referred  to 

the  Committed  of  the  Whole  -        -460 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  •  '•  .  479 
read  a  third  time,  and  p«ned  •  *  -  481 
retnmed  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  960 
partially  agreed  to     -       -       *       •       -    963 

Pearson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  of  in- 
quiry into  the  conduct  pf  General  Wil- 
kinson   -    43^8^  486 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Root  ...    44t 

Penalties,  dtc,  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manuftctures  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  -of  providing 
for  the  remission  of,  iuTolnntanly  incur. 

red,  dtc ^    480 

(See  Fine$  and  Forfiiiutea.) 

Pensions  and  Rations,  a  bul  in  relation  to  Navy, 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...  473 
indefinitely  postponed       ....    86S 

Perdido,  Mr.  Bibb's  resolution  respecting  a  sep*. 
arate  government  in  the  Territory  west  of 
the,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
West  Florida 614 

a  confidential  bill  ^om  the  Senate  to  enable 
the  President  to  take  possession  of  the 
territoiy  east  of  the  river,  read  twice,  and 
agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole    -  11S4 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •       -       -1142 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Seniate  not  to 
,  print  said  act,  read  twice        •        .        ^  I144 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  «s 
amended        ••*•..  l|46. 

Philadelphia^Mr.  Seybert  pfsanled  apetitioB  of 

the  Chamber  of  Commoiee  of  *»  .  461 
on  motion  of  the  sasM,  a  aMnvrial  flf  the 

pamo  on  another  suliject  was  referred  to 

the  Co^nmittee  of  the  Whole  •  -  966 
Pickmiui»  BenjanmH  jr^  4tf  MasMohnaetlB,  ap* 

peered,  and  took  his  seat  ♦  •  .461 
remaiks  ot,  on  the  rasohilioa  aeUiif  esli- 

malea  for  the  Oapilot  •  •  -  •  BIB 
on  the  memorial  of  ConuBodero  Tinfmr  -  599 
apeech  of,  on  the  bill  to  rechaiter  the  Bank 

of  the  United  SUtes  ....  663 
on  a  bin  returned  by  (he  President  wfth  • 

.obfodions      ...••.    994 

Pilots,  Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  the 

Chesapeake  Bay,  which  was  referred  to 

Che  Comihittee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 

factares         -       *.        .        .        .        .897 

Pmknoy,  William,  eorrtspondence  of,  with  the 

Secretary  of  Sute  .        -       1 149  to  1319 

with  (Sonera!  Armstrong,  at  Paris      .        .  1153, 

1166,  1168,  1185«  1188 
wiA  the  Marquis  WeHesley       -      1 163  to  1310 

with  Mr.  Russell 1S43 

Pitkin,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  apportionment 

biU         -        -        -        -      406, 410,  «33, 434 


PMdn,  Mr. — continued.  T^. 

remarite  o^  on  the  resolution  of  inqjuiy 

hito  the  oonduiit  of  Gen.'  Wilkinm  434. 4M 
on  the  resolution  for  the  adaiiMon  of  the 

MissiMippi  Territory  -  .  *  .  47( 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  admit  Oilttni  Te^ 

tftory Sil 

remarks  of,  on  a  resolutiott  rapeeliag  mi- 

settled  baiaiiees  ' W 

on  the  Benate's  amendisient  to  tht  Odnoi 

bUI a 

on  a  bill  tetoniad  by  the  Presdeat  with 

objections      •        •«       *       -      •     •  M 
on  the  sopplemetttei  luleieewsebffl    1007,  m 
on  a  tesolQtion  leipeUiug  an  smed  nev- 
tralitj  -        -        -        .       .      .     .  i« 
Poindexter,  George,  delegate  flem  Minwlppi 

Territory,  appeared,  and  took  kii  mt  •  ti! 
lemaika  of,  on  W  resolution  T«spsetiB|tk 

adi4iMi0n  of  Massissippi  TenilMT  474to4:« 
on  the  bin  for  admitting  Orieaw  Teniui;  4i! 
apeech  of,  on  the  same  bih  •  50^Si 

lemsrhs  of,  «a  the  Senate's  ameadneiiti  to 
the  same        -        -        -       .      -     •  IT 
Porter,  Peter  B^  of  New  York,  appemd,  tad 
took  his  seat  -        -        •       ...  31 
speech  oi^  on  the  hSI  to  rechaiter  tbi  Bia^ 
of  the  United  SUtes      -       .      .    •  tS! 
Porter,  John,  of  Tetmeeeee,  appeared,  tad  tuk 

his  aeat ^ 

Poatmaster  General,  a  1|iH  aftthoriang  •dAmil 

compensation  to  the,  read  twice,  At    •  ^ 
.  ripotrled  with  an  amendment,  and  deed 

to  a  third  reeding ^^^ 

read  a  third  thne,  and  passed     -      .114) 
Post  OAoe  BstaUishmeiit,  a  biU  to  aacad  Ai 
act  regulating  the,  twice  rasd,  ud  e» 

nitled « 

Poet  (Mfoes  and  Peet  Roade^  appoiatiMBt  tflh 

standing  oommittee  on  -  '  ^ 

Potomac  Bridge  Company,  a  bill  aatborinaftlM) 

toffaiae  money  by  lotteiy,  read  twice,  fte.  )>> 
Potomac  RiTor,  Mr.  Van  Horn  preMoCedtp^ 
tioni  of  the  infaabitanU  of  Osoiieim, 
praying  that  they  may  be  aathsriirie 
dear  out  the  channel  of  the  PsIMiei 
reftned         -        -        ..-•*■ 
Potter,  Elisha  R.,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeind.UB 
took  hit  seat-        -      •-       •      '     *  2 
rematfcs  of,,dn  the  spportbnment  b9   ^t^' 
inteoduclory  of  a  resohithm  lespedbipn' 

piiMkdtopoeites     -       •       •      "     '  !J 
on  the  resolutibn  for  an  eitnsmiioB    ;  ^^^ 
Poydzas,  JdHaii,  delegate  from  Orieaai  Ten- 
tory,  appeared,  dbe.       -       .      .     •  ^ 
remarks  of,  on  tiie  bfll  foradmiltfaig  Orietsi 

Tcrritonr 

Pre-emptlain,  Mr.  Poindexter  preaented  ^^^  ^ 

lution  in  relation  to, -referred  •      .     •  ' 

Mr.  I^n  ptesented  a  pettlion  00  the  «■>  ^ 

siHjiCMSt,  rsMirad     •     *  .       • 

Pxesident  of  the  United  Stales,  the  arail  j>v  ^ 

committee  appdrfnted  to  waiteo  ^J^ 
Proclamation,  a  copy  of  the  Prcsideiit*i,  andff      1 
the  act  concerning  oemmeretal  iatenMi* 
in  relation  to  the  Territoiy  eztendiiif  to 

the  Perdido ,  '^^ 

ProteeUnt  Episcopal  Church,  of  Alextsdtn. J 
bill  to  ineorporate  the,  read  twiee,  t»  ^ 
committed   *• 
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ProtetUnt  Epiicopal  Chnrch    cgnthmcd*  Fife, 

reported,  and  ordered  to»  third  reading  •  838 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  • '  -  -  838 
letnrned  bj  the  President  with  objections  •  982 
ft  debate  on  the  returned  bill  ...  983 
bill  rejected  on  reconsideration  -  '  -  -  997 
Public  Arms,  e  report  from  theBecretary  of  War 

on  the  sale  of        :        -       ^        -        .    486 
Pablic  Debt,  annual  report  of  the  state  of  the    -    394 
Public  Deposites,  Mr.  Lotc  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion relating  to       •        -        -        -        -    660 
Public  Lands,  appointment  of  the  standing  oqdi* 

mitteeon -    884 

a  b31  for  the  sale  of  certain,  in  Indiana  and 

Tennessee,  tead  twice,  dtc.    -        -        ^    78t 
a  Message  from  the  President,  transmtttittg 
copies  of  laws^  treaties,  dec.,,  relating  to, 
remrred  to  a  select  committee  -        «  *  840 

Mr.  Mortow  presented  a  bill  on  the  subject 
of  the  Message,  read  twice,  and  com* 

mitted 897 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 901 

-  read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        ,    906 
a  bill  from  the  Senafe  making  fhrther  dis-  ' 
tribntion  of  the  la^a,  dec.,  relating  to 
the        -.---.'-    936 
read  twice,  and  committed         •  ^     -        -    998 
reported  wift  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  -  961 
read  m  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    963 

Q. 

Quincy,  J.,  of  Massachusetts,  appaared,  and  took 

his  seat  -        -     .  •        -        -        -    383 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  foreign 

coins  <••..••  401 
on  the  apportionment  bill  -  -  -  -  408 
speech  of,  on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to 

admit  Orleans  Territ<^i7  •        .        .    524 

is  interrupted  on  a  point  of  order  •  '  -  525 
apposed  from  the  decision  of  the  Speaker  -  526 
the  decision  of  the  Speaker  reveisecC  and  he 

proceeded  in  his  speech  ...    527 

remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  respecting  un-. 

settled  balances  ....  882y  833 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Mason's  amandmenl  to 

the  Constitution    -        •        «        .        .    '843 

on  the  supplemental  intercouiae  biU  *  883,  1011 

Qaorum,  the  usual  ibrmalitiaa  in  relation  to    382»  883 

Kaudolph,  John,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat  -  .  .  .  .  .747 
speech  oi;  on  the  bill  poneandng  coaMoer* 

dal  interconiae      ...      863,  867,  889 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  J<^  Macnamwa    991 
Beoeqyts  and  £xpenditiu«a»  aumial  report  from 

the  TivBsuiy  showing  the      •       -       -    d9% 
ReserTod  Sections  of  the  Pohlie  Landa^  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  making  fiirther  piOTieioa 
jfor  the  diaposal  of  tha»  fead  Iwiee,  aad 

committed 961 

mported  with  ainandiiianta»  and  raforred  to 

tile  Committee  of  tiie  Whole  •        -  1009 

RoTenue,  aanoal  report,  showing  the  amount  of    391 

and  Unfinished  Bnsinaaa,  appointment 

of  the  standing  oaaunittae  of         •       •    384 

a  report  in  part  from  said  oommittea  •       •    401 


Page. 
Rerolvtionarj  Army,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sheflfey, 
the  memorialeand  petitions  of  thoofficers, 
dbe.,  of  the,  presented  at  last  asasion,  were<- 
leferred  to  a  select  committee  -        -    462 
Mr.  Potter  presented  a  petition  of  the  Rhode 
laland  line,  i«ferrsd  to  the  same      -        -    647 
Rhea,'Mt.,raniarha  of,  oh  a  reaohition  concern- 
ing Yazoo  setUers          .        *        •     414, 415 
on  this  resolution  oonoeming  General  Wil- 
kinson          -        .436 

on  Mi!.-Maeon's  proposed  amendment  of  the 

Conatitntion  463, 457 

speech  of,  on  ^e  bill  to  admit  Orleans  Ter* 

ritoiy    .        .        .        .•      «        .        -    497 
rettarka  o(  on  tha  resotution  to  aak  for  eoti* 

mates  for  the  Capitol      .        •        «     617,  518 
speech  of»  on  The  bill  to  reeharter  the  Bank 

of  the  United  Statea      -        .        •*        -    809 
remarks  oC  on  the  Alexandria  Bank  bill     •    837 
speech  of,  on  the  supplemental  bill  ooneem- 
'  ing  commeraal  intercourM$     .    892,  993, 1034 
remarks  of,  on  bpll  to  extend  the  right  of  suf- 
,  frage  in  Indiana  Tarritoiy      *.       -        -  1 1  IS 
Rhea,  John,  Plmsident  of  the  ConTontion  of  Fiori* 

da,  letter  from,  to  OoTemor  Holmes    1962, 1 254 
Ringgold,  'Samuel,  a  new  inember  from  Mary- 
land, was  qualified,  dice.  -        .        •        -*    385 
Rottins,  Bbeneier,  a  bill  firom  the  Senate  for  re- 

lief  of 680 

read  twice,  and  committed        .        •        •    595 
reported,  and  raforred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufacturea        -       -    963 
Root,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  reference  of  the  sub- 
ject of  West  "Florida    •-        -        -        -387 
•  remarks  o(  on  the  btK  relating  to  foreign 

coin^     - 399 

on  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  General 

WUkinaon 432 

speech  of,  on  the  same  subject   -        -        -    439 
on.  the  bill  to  charter  the  Bank  of  Alezan- 

dtia -        .887 

on  the  bifl  from  tiie  Senate  authorising  toI- 
unteera-        -        •      '-        -        -        •  1107 
Rosa,  Min,  of  FeBBsyltaaia,  appeaiad  and  took 

hie  seat         .        ;.        «        ^        -        -    900 
-  remarks  o(  on  the  supplemenaal  bffl  con- 
earmBg-eoaamereial  Intereeutae       <-       •  1034 
RilBsell,  Mr*,  correspondence  of,  with  Mr.  Piiik- 

Mf 1242,  1948 

wjth  the  Seerstaty  of  6tatB  1248,  1244 

with  the  D«k»  of  Cadore  -        -        .        -  1245 

S.  .        \ 

Sage,  'Samuel,  of  New  Tork,  appeared  and  took 

hiaaeat-'      - 885 

8«ivjfay  Samuel,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared,  d^    384 
spaaeh  o(  iOn  tiie  apportionment  bill  -       •    418 
on  Mr.  Mason's  propooed  amendment  to  the 
Conatitutian-       ....        •    841 
Seals  of  duties,  imposed  by  France,  on  certain 

articlea 1271 

Scuddar,  John  A.;  a  new  member  from  New  Jer^ 

sey,  was  qualified,  dec.  •  .  -  -  382 
SaamMiy  a  report  from  the  Seeretaiy  of  State, 
showing  a  defidenogr  in  the  appropriationa 
for  ralief  of  diitressed  American,  refened 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  -  390 
a  Ull  to  aopplj  the  deficiency,  dcc^  read 
twice,  and  committed     •       •       -       -    460 
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Seamen — continaed.  P*9^ 
reported,  end  ordered  to  a  third^readiag     -    469 
reed  a  third  time,  end  paieed     ...    461 
retamed  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment      487 

amendment  concurred  in  •        -        •        -    488 
report  of  the  Seeretary  of  State,  Showing 
the  application  of  moneys  appropriated  lor 
the  relief  of,  dietrcsaed    -        -        •        -    451 
SeaTer,  Ebenenr,  of  Maasachneette,  appeared^ 

and  took  his  seat 383 

Secret  Proceedings,  Mr.  Shefiej  moved  a  re- 

moval  of  the  injunction  of  secfecy  on  the    685 
Seizures^  dbc,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  a  oom- 
mittee  was  appointed  to  ask  of  the  Presi- 
dent information  oonoerningi  by  foreign 
Governments         .....    672 

Settlers  on  Pubiie  Lands,  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  -        -  1S84 
Seybert,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  biU  relating  to 

foreign  coins  -    .    -        -        -        -        .    401 

on  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  .    -        -    493 
speech  o^  on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank  of 
the  United  SUtes  -        -        -        -        "617 

Shattnek,  Jared,  a  favorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  committed  -        -        *       «    467 
report  agireed  to  in  committee    •       -        •    864 
reported  and  confirmed      *        •        .        .    866 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  committed    866 
Shefiey,  Daniel,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat  .,,...*    386 

speech  o^  on  the  apportionment  bill  -        •  .  430 
remarks  o^  on  the  bill  to  admit  Orleana  Ter- 
ritory   -        -        ...        .        .        .484 

OB  the  Bank  of  the*  United  SUtes      -        •    491 
on  the  memorial  of  Commodore  Thigey     -    698 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank 

of  the  United  States      -        -        •        -    780 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolutions  respecting 
unsettled  balances         •        -        -        -    863 
Shartfli^  Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petftion  my* 
ihg  authority  to  the  people  of  Indiana 
Territoiy  to  elect,  reforripd  to  a  select  com- 
mittee  -        .        ....        .481 

a  hill  in  pursuance  of  petitiont  read  twioe, 

and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        •        -    897 
read  a  thhrd  time,  and  passed    •        -        •    938 
Sinking  Fnn4,  report  of  the  Commissioncra  of 

the       -«.-.*--       -  IS81 
Slave  Trade,  so  much  of  the  President's  Message 
as  relates  to  the  laws  interdicting  the, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures        ...    387 
Smelty  Dennis,  of  Georgia,  appeared  and  took 

^     his  seat         -        -        -        7.      -        -    396 
SmUie,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  apportionment 

hill                 -        .        .                -     398,414 
on  the  resolution  concerning  General  Wilk- 
inson     438,436 

on  Mr.  Macon's  proposed  amendment  of  the 

Constitution  -  .  .  .  :  .  468 
on  the  Bank  bUI  -  .  .  -  -  493 
on  referring  the  memorial  Of  Commodore 

Tingey 697 

on  the  Bank  of  Alexandria  bill  -        -     837,  840 
on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 

Orleans  bill 937 

on  a  call  for  absent  members     -    '    -        -  1061 
Southard,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating 

to  foreign  coins      •        .        •        •        .    400 
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Southard,  Mr^— ^ontinned.  h|i. 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank 

of  the  tJnited  States      .        -       -      •  4K 
on  a  bill  returned  by  Uie  President  with  ob- 
jections '       •        -        •        -       -      -  SS3 
Spain*  papers  in  relation  to  affiurs.with      ItSI,  13T3 
Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the      •  38i 
Stanford,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolntioa  con- 

kerning  General  Wilkinson    •       -    435,43? 
remarks  o(  on  the  npsolution  ssking  fan  es- 
timates -        *        -        .... 
Stanley^  Mr.,  speech  o^  on  the  bill  to  ncbrter 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States      -      - 
reniarks  oi,  on  the  Bank  of  Akztndrit  bin 
Stnrges,  Lewis  B.,  of  Connecticat,  appeared  aad 
took  his  seat  -  ... 

speech  of^  on  the  apportionment  bill  - 
^  on  the  supplemental  bill  oonoeniiog  com- 
mercial intercourse         -       ... 
Sufirage,  Mr.  Jennings  presented  sundiy  papen 
on  the  subjoct  o(  in  Indiana,  reftned  to 
a  select  committee         .... 
report  read,  and  referred  to  the  GoBunittN 

of  the  Whole 

a  biH  from  the  Senate  to  extend  the  xigbt«C 

in  Indiana,  read  twice,  and  cooimhtsd  •  M 
reported,  read  a  third  time,  and  ptsnd     •  Uli 
Sunday  Mails,  Mr.  Pindley  presented  a  petiMi 
of  th«  Synod  of  Pittsburg,  praying  sicfa 
an  alteration  of  Poet  Office  Uwt  is  to 
prohibit,  reiened  to  tiia  Postmsstor  Gei- 

oral       -        

Mr.  John  Porter  presented  a  nmilsr  pefiiin 

from  Philadeiphia«  reforred  ss  above     • 

report  of  the  Postmaster  Genersl  Ibaeoa, 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  QlScei 

and  Post  Roads     -        .       .      -     • 

Mr.  Sturges  presented   a  similar  petitan 

from  New  York,  referred  to  the  last  tm- 

mittee  •       -       .        -       .      •     • 

Surveyor  of  Pubib  Buildings,  a  report  from  tbe 

reply  from  same  to  a  reaolution  -      -     - 

Swoope,  Jacobs  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat 

remarks  o^  on  the  resolution  respectiog  on* 
settled  balances     .        .        .       -     • 
St  Clair,  General  Arthur,  Mr.  Findley  preeentod 
petition  of,  referred  to  a  select  committee  • 
their  repoit  thereon  refetred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  .        .        .       •      - 
reported  and  agreed  to      .        • 
the  resoltttions  Ordered  to  a  third  reaiisf' 
and  recommitted   -        .        .       •      * 

T. 

Table  of  Customs  in  Great  Britain,  Mr.  Newtoo 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Seeretary  of  State,  endosing  a,  pty*l^ 
on  productions  of  the  United  SUtei,  re- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  •  ^' 
Taggart,  Samnei,  of  Massachusetts,  sppeared 

and  took  his  seat   -        -       -       '  . 
Tallmadge,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  i^pportiiS' 
mentbill       ...        -       -       •     *  * 
on  a  resolntion  respecttng  the  District « 

Columbia      -        -        -       -       -     •  ^ 
speech  o^  on  Ae  bill  to  rediarter  Ihs  Btok 

of  me  United  States     .       -  -  ^ 

on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  andiottog  "^^ 
1  nnteers         ^       -       .       .      •     ' 
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raiiner,  John,  and  £dw*rdy  Mr.  Johneon  pe* 

lented  •  petition  o^  referred  ....    390 
raylor,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  apportioomrat 

biU        -        -        ...        -        .        .    4!S6 
■peech  of,  on  the  inquiry  concerning  Gen. 

Wilkinson     -     '.  -        -        .        .        ..    4S2 
yesignation  of  his  ieat,  to  teke  a  seat  in  the 

Senate  -       -        -        -        .        .        .•  490 
the  Speaker  was  requested  to  infertn.the 
Executive  of  South  Carolfaia  of  th^  re* 
aignafion  of  -        -        -        - ,     •  -        .    465 
raylor,  Richard,  an  adverae  report  on  the  peti- 
tion oU  committed  -        .        .        •    407 
raylor,  Benjamin,  and  John,  report  on  the  peti* 

tion  of-*-.-,-.    630 
renncasee,  on  moticw  of  ICr.  Burwell  a  resolu- 
tion that  further  time  ought  to  be  allowed' 
to  claimants  of  land  souUi  of  the  State  of, 
dee.,  was  referred  to  Ihe  Committee  on 
Public  Lands        -       ^       .       ...    400 
on  motion  of  Mr.  McBrydc,  the  Committee 
en  Public  Lands,  wen  inatraeted  to  in-« 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  eataUish- 
ing  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  dee.,  tot 

landain 830 

rerritories,  Mf.  Bibb  submitted  a  resolution  eon- 
coming  -        -    '    •        •        .        .'   486 
rervin,  Richard,  and  othen,  a  bdl  for  lefief  of, 

read  twice,  and  committad    >  -        -        .     606 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -    '    .        .        .        .     900 
read  a  third  time,  And  paaaod    -        -        >.    9#6 
returned  by  the  President  with  objections  to 
one  aection,  and  being  immediately  recon- 
sidered, wa«  rejected      -        -  1109,1106 
a  bill,  with  the  objectionable  aeetlon  Btm<^ 
out  waa  read  three  timea,  and  paaaed      -  1106 
Pingey,  Commodore  Thomaa,  Mr.  Baasett  pre- 
sented a  meniorial  of,  asking  an  inreati- 
gation  of  certain  newapaper  allegationa 
against  him  -•-...    697 
leave  (fi  withdraw  his  memorial          -        -    600 
7orpedo,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
on  the  subject  of  the  experiments  with 

the -    966 

rrading  Uonses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  bring  in  a- 
bill  amending  the  laws  ^tablishin&  with 

the  Indian  tribes 466 

a  bill  to  that  efifoct,  read  twice,  committed  -    506 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  ---...    963 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .        .        »    983 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1062 
concurred  in     -        •        -        -        .        .  1096 
Pransfer  of  Moneys,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  showing  the,  referred  to  Na- 
val Committee       ....'.    414 
Preasury,  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the, 
refeoed  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

.Means 391 

froup,  Mr.,  remarka  o^  on  hia  resolution  con- 
cerning Yazoo  settlers    -        -        -        -    415 
on  the  resolution  concerning  General  Wil- 

kinaen  ---....    436 
on  the  bill  to  admit  Orleana  Territory      483,  483 
on  the  bill  to  recharter  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted SUtea 674 

on  the  reaolntion  for  an  extra  session  -  1111 

11  til  Con.  3d  Sess.— 45 


Page. 
Tunis,  papera  in  relation  to  affiura  with  -  .  1868* 
Turner,  Charles,  junior,  of  Massachusetts,  ap- 

peered,  and  took  his  seat        -        -        -    382 
Turreau,  General,  Minister  of  France,  corre- 
spondence of,  with  the  Secretary  of  State    1265 

to  1270 
U.  . 

Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,  a  bill  from  the  8e|i- 

ate  to  incorporate  the      •        •        .        .    705 
read  twies,  and  committed-        -        .        .    748 
reported  to  the  House        -        -        .        .    828 
recommitted      ......    834 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -    935 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    96O 
United  Wabash  and  Illinois  Company,  Mr.  Van 
Horn  presented  a  memorial  of  the,  pray- 
ing a  confirmation  of  tiUe  to  cerUin  lands, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 

Lands  -        -   * 461 

-  report  thereon  committed  ....    839 
agreement  with  an-  amendment  reported    -    863 
Unlawful  Settlementa,  a  report  ftom  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  respectihg,  on  public 
>    lands,  referred,  to  the  Committee  on  the 

Public  Lands 609 

UnaettM   Balances^  further    report   from    the 

Comptroller,  of     -        -       .        .        .    695 
Mr.  Swoope  submitted  a  resolntion  concern- 
ing       -        -        -        -        -        -        .832 

V. 

Vaccine  Matter,  Mr.  McKim  presented  a  peti* 
tion  of  Dr.  James  Smith,  of  Baltimore^ 
praying  the  patronage  of  Congress  to  a 
plan  of  introducing  and  keeping  the  gen- 
uine, reported  to  a  aelect  committee        -    839 

Van  Dyke,  Nicholas,  of  Delaware,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  -       j  -        -        -        -        -    478 

Van  Horn,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  reference  of 

a  raeQiorial    .        .    '    -        .        .        .    46I 
on  his  resolu^on  respecting  a  government 
for  the  District  of  Columbia    -        -        -  ,  626 
.  on  the  bill  to  charter  the  Bank  of  Washing- 
ton         827 

on  the  bill  to  charier  the  Bank  of  Alexan- 
dria      -        -    837 

Vamum,  Joseph  B.,  thanks  of  the  House  to,  and 

reply  of,  as  Speaker        ...        .        -  1114 

Vineennes,  Indiana  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

•  Jennings  a  committee  was  appointed  to 

inquire  into  the  expediency  of  opening  a 

road  fW>m,  to  Dayton,  Ohio    -        -        -    487 

report  thereon  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

the  Whole -    695 

on  motion  of  tho  same,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  vesting  in  the 
Legislature  of  Indiana  a  certain  townahip 
in  thii  Diatrict  of 829 

Vbginia  Land  Warranto,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mor- 
row, the  Committee  on  the  Public  Landa 
were  inatmcted  to  inquire  what  proviaion 
ought  to  be  made  leapsctiog  the  loeation 
of  -        -       ' 465 

Virginia  Line,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson,  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  in- 
atmcted to  inquire  into  the  expedieney  of 
anthoriaing  the,  to  locate  warrants  •       -    965 
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Page. 
Volonteen,  a  biU  authQrizfDg  the  Pieaident  to  ac- 
cept the  services  of,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   980 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  effect^ 

read  twice,  aild  committed      •        -        -1101 
the  Committee  rose,  and  were  refused  leave 

to  ait  again    -        ...        .        .        •  1108 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -        -1113 

W. 

War,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

to  the  Secretary  of       .        .        .  1390^  ISOl 
Washington,  Mr.  Van  Horn  presented  9,  memo* 
nal  irorn  the  City  CouncU  of,  praying  car- 
tain  alterations  in  their  charter,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  th^  District  of  Co- 
lumbia .......    402' 

a  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of,  read  twice,  and 
committed     >        -        •        •        .        -    514 
Wayne,  Anthony,  a  bill  for  the  itslief  ot  the  heirs 

of  the  late  Major  General        ....    617 

read  twice,  and  committed  •        -  .     •    645 

reported,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed        -    580 
Ways  and  Means,  appointment  -of  the  standing 

committee  of-        •  .     •        -^      « -        -    384 
Weliesley,  Marquis  of,  correspondeooe  of  the, 

with  Mr.  Pinkney  -        •        ^        1152  to  1170 
West  Florida,  ao  much  of  the  Message  aa  re- 
lates to,  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee          887 

a  bill  for  the  government  of,  twice  read,  and 

committed  -  -  .  .  .  .  ^  .  514 
Mr.  Gholsqn  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to,  referred  to  same  ....  933 
West  Point,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gold,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  Inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  providing  for  ascertaining  and 
settling  the  boundary  of  the  public  land 

at  -        - 401 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted       -        -        •        .        ...    451 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 462 

read  a  third  time»  and  passed     .        .        ^  -467 
Wheaton,  Laban,  of  Massachusetts^  appeared, 

,  and  took  his  seat    -        .        .        .        .    383 
speech  of,  on-  the  bill  to  admit  Orleans  Ter- 
ritory     49$ 

on  the  supplemental  bill  concerning  com- 
mercial intercourse         ...  887, 1090 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  returned  by  the  Pres- 
ident with  objections    *  -        -        •*        .    984 
White  Mountains,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  es- 

tabUah  the  district  of      .        .       •        •    966 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...    972 

reported,  and  ozdeied  to  a  third  reading      -  1101 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1101 

Whitman,  Eaekiel,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared, 

and  took  hisseat    -        .        .^       .        .    830 
Wilkinson,  Genersl  James,   Mr.  Pearson  sub- 
mitted a  resohition  to  appcmit  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of     •     -        •    432 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -    449 

said  committee  reported  a  mass  of  docu- 
ments without  expressing  an  opinion  -  1030 
the  documents,  together  with  the  report 
made  at  last  session,  were  ordered  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States •.        .  1089 


Wilkinson,  Greneral  James — oontinned.  }^t 

on  mo|ion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  the  CJeii:  wes  erdsr 
'    ed  to  make  certain  allowances  to  the  wit- 

nesaeain  the  case  of       -        -        .       .  97.^ 
Williams,  Thomas  H.,  correspondence  oi^  with 

the  Secretary  of  State-    -        -         -       -  I3« 
Winston,  William  H.,  extract  of  a  letter  from,  in 

relation  to  HHrriaon's  land  dsim  -  lHn 

Witnesses  on  Burr's  Trial,  a  bill  giring  farther 

compensation  to  the,  read  twice,  asd  com- 
mitted -        - 4$\ 

indefinitely  postponed        •        -        -       •   4^ 
Wright,  Rebert,  a  new  member  bom  Moylaad, 

was  qualified,  4pc  -  -  -  -  -  3^ 
speedi  oi^  on  the  apportionment  bill  -^  410, 4U 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  anthoriiiDg  the 

people  of  Mtasiasippi  to  form  a  Suie  gev. 

emment  -  -  -  .  -  -  -  4T4 
on  the  bill  to*  rediarter  the  Bank  of  the 

United  Stales  -  -  -  -  -  49: 
speech  o^  on  the  bill  to  admit  Orleans  Tcr- 

riteiy S'A 

remarks  of^  on  the  memorial  ef  Commodore 

Ting^ '^ 

speeeh  of;  on  the  United  Statea' Bank  bill  -   r 
remarks  introductory   of  a    resolutisn   to 

amend  the  Constitution  -        .       .   3F 

-speech  of,  on  the  supplemental  bill  ceanm- 

ing  commercial  intercourse  •  .  .  ?fV 
on  ^he  amendments  to  the  same         -  M8l  \^ 

Y. 

Yafoo  Settlers,  Mr.  Troup  submitted  a 

tion  on  the  subject  of      - 
Yeas  and  IVays,  on  indefinite  postpOBeoMBt  (tf 

the.  apportionment  bill  •        -        .       - 
on  postponement  of  the  same  te  Febrasiv 

next      -        -  ,      -        -        -        .      '- 
on  laying  on  the  table  the  resolatio& 

ing, General  Wilkinson  - 
on  amotion  to  amend  the  aaid  reeotalaan  • 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
on  the  resolution  respecting  the  admilHsn 

of  Misaissippi  as  a  State         ... 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  hpU  respectiBg 

foreign  coins  ...... 

on  recommitting  a  report  of  the  Gemaitkee 

of  Claims      ......   hu 

on  an  appeal  from  a  decisioa  of  the  SpoakH  i^' 

905,  1099,  1106,  ll^ 
on  indefinite  postponemeat  of  the  bill  to 

admit  Orleans  Territory  -  -  *  ^''^ 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -  .  -  ^r 
on  amending  the  bill  te  charter  the  Bank  of 

Alexandria  -  -  -  •  .  .  ^^ 
oa  printing  Mr.  Quincy*s  amendment  to  Mr. 

Macon's  amendment  of  the  CaiMtitntioB 
on  printing  Mr.  Wright's  proposed  asMod- 

ment  to  the  Constitution 
on  agieeing  with  the   Comiaittee  of  the 

Whole  in  their  report  on  the  petition  o(* 

J.  Shattuck    .....> 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  diaiterlke 

Bank  of  Alexandria       .... 
on  agreeing  with  the  Committee  ef  the 

Whole  in  the  resolution  to  admit 

sippi      .-.-.- 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  amendment  to  the 

mercial  intercourse  bill  ...  894»^' 
on  recomnittiog  the  said  bill     - 
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and  Nays— continued.  Page. 

OD  indefinite  poetponement  of  Mr.  .Maoon'e 

reeolntion  to  am«nd  the  Cotutitntion 
on  Mr.  Hubbard's  amendment  tathe  same 
on  the  main  question  to  agree*  to  the  riso- 

Itttion    -        -        -  -        - 

on  agreeinf  with  the  CommiUee  of  the 
Whole  in  revetsing  certain  reports  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims    -        -        - 

on  tiie  Senate's  amendment  to  the  biO  ad- 
mitting Oileans  Territory       ... 

on  the  final  paifMge  of  the  bill  to  charter 
the  Bank  of  Alexandria 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  charter 
the  Bank  of  Potomac^  and  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington ------- 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  chaxter 
the  Union  Bank  of  Georgetown     -., 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to 
amend  the  judicial  system 

on  receding  from  objection  to  the  Senate's 
amendment  of  the  Orleans  biU 

on  the  resolution  in  favor  of  General  fit. 

Clair's  claim         .       -        -       .       - 
on  postponing  a  Ksolution  to  repeal  'draw- 

Wks    -        -       -        -        -        -    *   - 

on  Mr.  Pitkin's  resolution  to  call  for  certain 

papers  •        -        -      •  - 
on  amending  the  bill  for  relief  of  Lieutenant 

Knight-        ------ 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same 

on  a  bill  returned  by  the  President  with  ob-    • 
jections  .---..    967,1106 

on  amending  the  supplemental  bill  ooncern- 
ing  commercitl  intercourse      1028,  1089, 1036, 

1062 

on  a  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  the  documents  in  the  case  of 
General  Wilkinson        .        .        -        -  1030 

on  a  motion  to  include  in  the  same  the  re- 
port of  the  last  session  -        -        -        -  1031 


698 
898 


•    899 


-    936 


937 


-    968 


969 


-    960 


•    962 


-    964 


971 

974 

979 

981 
993 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page. 

on  sending  the  report  and  documents  to  the 
President  of  the  United  SUtes       -        -  1082 

on  a  motion  to  adjourn      -        1067,1134,1135 

on  p<tstponing  the  bill  concerning  commer- 
cial intercourse      -        -        .        .        .  1086 

«n  amending  the  satae      1087, 1088,  1089, 1090, 

1091 

on  the  ftnal  passage  of  the  same       •        -  1094 

on  striking  out  the  preamble  to  a  resolu- 
tion        •      -1098,1119- 

on  fixing  a  day  for  taking  up  a  certain  bill 
in  secret  session 1117 

on  striking  out  certain  words  from  the  pre- 
amble to  a  resolution      -        -        -        •  1 120 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  resolution  to 
take  possession  of  certain  territory        -  1121 

on pdstponing  the  same      -        -,      -        -  1122 

oil  the  final  passage  of  the  same        -        -  1123 

on  amending. the  bill  from  the  Senate  con- 
cerning territory  east  of  the  Perdido      -  1125, 
U26,  1127, 1129,  1130,  1181,  1133,  1134 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same        -        -  1186 

on  fixing  a  day  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
same    ^       -       -  '     -       -       - .      -  1137 

oh.  a  motion  to  open  the  doors,  and  remove 
the  injunction  of  secrecy        -        -        -  1137 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  last  men- 
tioned   --.-...  1138 

on  a  motion  to  consider  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  a  resolution       ...  1139 

on  referring  said  amendments  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole      -        -        -        -  1140 

on  concurring  in  the  Senate's  amendments  1141 

on  a  motion  to  remove  the  injunction  of  se- 
crecy    - 1142,1146. 

on  amending  a  joint  resolution  fron^  the 
Senate 1144,1145 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  resolution  as 
amended        ......  1145 

Yeaton,  Hopley,  on  a  report  of  the  committee, 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  -        -    860 


ACTS   PASSED   AT  THE   THIRD  SESSION. 
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Vmerican  Seamen,  an  act  making  an  additional 
appropriation  to  supply  a  de^ciency  in  the 
appropriation  for  the  relief  and  protec- 
tion of  distressed 1293 

Vesistant  Postmaster  Generd,  an  act  to  fix  the 

compensation  of  the  additional       -        -  1294 

3ank  of  Alexandria,  an  act  to  incorporate  the  -  1302 

3nnk  of  Potomac,  an  act  to  incorporate  the      -  1311 

Sank  of   Washington,  an  act  to    incorporate 

the 1306 

Sarbary  Powers,  an  act  to  continue  in  force  the 
first  section  of  an  act  further  to  protect 
the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
States  against  the 1298 

3oon  Island,  an  act  to  erect  a  light-house  on, 
and  to  establish  beacons,  buoys,  columns, 
dec,  at  other  places        ....  1347 

Census,  an  act  to  extend  the  time  for  completing 

the  third        -        •        -        -        -        -  1846 


Commercial  Intercourse,  an  act  slipplementaiy 
to  the  act  concerning,  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  France  and  Great  Britain 

Consuls  and  Vice-Consuls,  an  act  in  addition  to 
the  act  concerning  .        «        .        . 

Cumberland  Road,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  act 
to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  the 

District  of  Columbia,  an  act  to  increase  the  sal- 
aries of  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  of  the 

Documents,  an  act  to  authorize  the  transporta- 
tion of  certain,  free  of  postage 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  an  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the         ...... 

Fortifitationa,  an  act  making  further  amnopria- 
tions  to  complete  the,  commenced  for  the 
security  of  the  ports  and  harbors,  dec     •  1362 

Georgetown  Potomac  Bridge  Company,  an  act 
to  enable  the,  to  levy  money  for  Uie  object 
of  its  incorporation        ....  1334 


Pige. 

1338 
1338 
1352 
1340 
1293 
1311 
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Oeorgia,  mn  act  declaring  the  Bsneiit  of  CongreiB 

to  an  act  of  the  State  of,  6lc.  ...  LS46 

GoTemment,  an  act  making  appropriationa  fi»r 

the  support  of,  for  the  year  181 1     •        •  1328 

Invalid  Pentioners,  an  act  concerning        •        -  1349 
Loan,  an  act  to  authorize  a,  not  exceeding  five 

miUiona 1344 

Manu&ctaring  Eetabliahmenta,  an  act  for  allow- 
ing a  reasonable  compensation  to  the  per- 
sons who  have  taken  an  account  of  the  -  1362 

Mumphreymagog,  Oswegatchie,  and  the  White 
Mountains;  an  act  to  establish  the  die- 
trictoof 1343 

NashTille»  Canton,  Pearl  River ;  an  act  providing 
lor  the  removal  of  the  land  offices  estab- 
liahc»d  at  the  two  first-itoentioned  places, 
and  to  authorise  the  Register  and  Receiver 
of  Public  Moneys  to  superintend  the  sales 
of  land  in  the  district  east  of  the  last       -  1336 

Navy,  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the,  for  the  year  1811  -        •        -  1995 

Navy  Hospitals,  an  act  establishing  ...  1837 

New  Jersey,  an  act  to  annex  a  part  of  the  State 
<^  to  the  collection  disttust  of  New  Yodtt 
and  for  other  purposes   ....  1346 


Orleans,  an  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Ta- 
ritory  o^  to  form  a  oonstilotion  and  Slate 
Government,  and  for  admiasioa  of  sudi 
State  into  the  Union      -        -        -      -131 

Orleans  and  Louisiana,  an  act  providing  for  Uk 
final  adiustment  of  claims  to  lands,  &c^ 
in  the  Territories  of       -        -        -       - 19( 
an  act  repealing  the  above,  and  pioviding  fisr 
final  adjustment,  dec     -        •       -      - 123 

Osage  Nations,  Great  and  little ;  an  act  making 
appropriations  to  carry  into  clfisct  a  tiettj 
with  the  • m 

Public  Lands,  an  act  making  a  fiirther  distribo- 

tion  of  such  laws  as  respect  the      -       -  13S 

Suffirage,  an  act  to  extend  the  right  of,  in  Indi- 
ana .Territory         -        -        -       -      -  134T 

Tennessee,  an  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  a  tiaet 
of  land  lying  in  the  State  of;  and  a  tnct 
in  Indiana  Territory       -        -       .      •  l» 

Trading  Houses,  an  act  establishing,  with  the 

Indian  tribes  -        -        -        -       -      .  la 

Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,  an  act  to  incoipoiste 

the l» 

West  IVint,  an  act  to  anthorixe  tho  Secretaiyof 
War  to  ascertain  and  settle  the  extcrisr 
tine  of  the  public  land  at  .     '  I9i 
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